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Def. Doc. NO. 1928

staff officers and unit commanders about problems of strategy,
education and self-government. At each meeting General

KIMURA gave necessary 1nstfuctions. At the meetling on
strategy when I presented mysélf, he delivered repeated addres
ses in reference to the maintenance of military discipline

and to winning public favor. It was also emphasized to the
same effect at other meétinga. We, as his subordinates,
concentrated our efforts to carry them out in obedience to
his intentions.

Because of racial similiarities, from the very beginning,
the Jananese Army and the Burmese people were well dlsnosed
toward each other. Generally the Japanése Arﬁy was cautious
and prudent in action and enforced strict military discipline
and thereby had won the confidence of the Burmesc people at
large. With the increaslngly heavier pressurs of troubles
by war, an anti-war feeling was gradually stealing into the
hearts »f the Burmese people. Particularly slnce the latter
period of the battle of- Irrawaddy, in view of Japan's obvlious
defeat, an anti-Japanese tendency seembd to have been brought
about among a certain portion of the pecople, from the time
of the revolt of the Burmese National Defeinse Armye.
€ After the failure of the operations 1n the Impahl zone,
the 15th Army suffered heavy losses both in numbcr of troops

and arms. Remarkable decline was seen of morale and physical

strength. More than that, a great number of soldiers were
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