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Exzerpts 1:om
Prosenution ¥itnees JOEXT 3. POWELI'as Book
CME TWINDY.PI9E YEARS IN CHINAY

SHEN

(New York, The Mzciiillan Compexny, 1945)

Shantung_and ¥asainzion

S S S — B e

Pages 75 and 76

And now to return to the subisnt of the Conference:

After conside=atlz “hovght tae &.2te Depertment {inally decided to invite the
Chinese to send a de¢.ezesion. It wae the ficst iime China haed ever sat in 'an inter-
national conference as a %iree and independent Power." This element aroused so
much enthusiasm in China that the Goverrmient sent a delegation of about three

undred persons, inzluding secretaries, sienograpaers, ard assistants; so many 1in
fnct thet Dr. Sze, the ianiater, had diff.eziliy in 224108 end housing them.

Since the State Department's invatabion was seni @o the Peking Gpveroment,
the Kuomintang regime at Canton immadiataly reised & tremenious howl and sent &
rivel delegation which aniped st tne Peking dslegates Throughout the meeting.
There wes even en ettempt to assassinate Dr. Sun at Canton during the conf'erence.

The Jepeness were not enthusizsvic about the Tasuington Conference, end
approached the meeting somewnst in the meod of a rzwgnty child csalled to the
teacher's desk for e reprimand. They were suspiclous of the conference because
they knew it was designed primarily to cbsiruct their schemes for China, But with
their potentisl slly, Germany, out of the runaing and with Russia involved in a
communist revolution at her very back door; ths Japanese f elt it would Dbs better to
attend then stay out. Jepanie anceptance of ine inviteilon Wes actuelly not
received until two wemks after mll the other officicl acceptances vere 1in; gnd it
was widely reported that Jepun's decision to ettend tha conference resulted from
agsurances from Britisn sourcea that Jaran 'yould not be treatad btadly" at the
weoting., However, any essursnces fiom Pritish circlas could hercly heve cerried
weh weight, in view of the fact thet one of the cliiel objectives of the conference.
shough not stated in the rformal inviiation, WeES to abrogaie the Anglo-Jepanese
lliance.

Although strong opposition to the continnasnce of the Anglo-Jopenese elliance
1ad developed in the Unirced States during ihe war, it was the opposition of the
Jominion of Canade that forced Great Britein to give serious consideration to the
natter of discontinuing the paet. Thes Conadiens felt, as did Americans, that the
yelligerent clauses in the allisnce imposed dangesous ocbligotions on Great Britain
'n the event of an outbreak of wsr between Jupan and the United States. The
‘anadians, dus to the geograpnical situation of the two countries, also had ex-
episnced complications with Japan over immicration guzations. Inmigretion compli-
stions which the United Stetes had experienced with Jupen in Celifornia in 1903
ere paralleled in Canada. Thus, when fmerican-Japanese relations beceme acute 1in
n 1921, the Dominion of Canada was more affected by the so-called "North American’
oint of view as opposed to the London 'lmperiel® viewpoint. In consequence there
leveloped in Canada a netional demand for termination of the alliance.
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Pages 76, 77, end 78.

Arthur Meighen, the Canadien Premier, urged the substitution of a four-Power
conference on Pacific affairs, tobe participaeted in by the United States, Britain,
China, and Jepen. But at the Imperial Conference in London Meighen's efforts met
strong opposition not only from Lloyd George, but from Curzon, Balfour, and Lee,
all of whom feared the menace of an antagonized Japan toward Indies and Britain's
other territorial and economic stakes in Eastern Asia and the Pacific. In the hot
debate which ensued the delegates from Austrelia, New Zealand and India sided with
Britein, vhile South Africa favored revision rather than abrogation. But Meighen
stood his ground, and ultimately brought the imperiasl conference around to his
point of view. It wes this discussion in the Imperial Conferenca,! plus England's
desire fto reach an understanding with the United Stetes on the limitasicn of naval
construction, that paved the way for the calling of the Washing:on Confercice.

Ag8ide f rom France and Italy, which possessed naval armsmen% of consicoable
strengii, and also held concessions in China, the other European Povers irvited to
the conforence--Netherlands, Belgium, and Portugsl--held ecither concessiors in
China or colonial territories in thé rogion of the Pacific.

The confarcnce in many weys was of unusual significance: it was America's in-
itial ettempt to invoke an internetional confersence for ths purpose of reaching a
peaceful settlement of gucstions which hed long threatened war in the Pacific.
Attendance was entirely voluntary in the sense that the conference was not mode up
of delegates representing victorious and vanquished nations, es hel been ths cese
at Versailles. The British delegation was msde up of reprcescntetives not only of
:reat Britain but of Canada, Australia, New Zesland, and India.

European and Japancsa delegates ware astonished when Charles Z. Hughes, chair-
men of the Amarican delegetion, snnounced et the opening session that the United
Stetes was prepared to stop its navel building progrsm and, mora, wes preperci to
scrap & number of warships which waere in an advenced’ stage of censtructicr. ‘rthe
americen proposal wes so contrary to professional diplomastic prectice thet “hLa
dslegates stared at mch othar in wonderment, but it was a proposel which the 3Jritish
could herdly afford to contest, since the British Admiralty wes elreedy conccrned
y the american nevel construction program.

It was finally agreed that the Anglo-Jepancse alliance would be sbandonzd. and
'apen was persusded to accopt e 5:5:3 nevel retio with the United States and Creat
ritain. 4 compensetion for Japen wes the ggraement that the United States would
10t increaese or continus its construction of fortifications on naval and military
Jositions west of the 180th meridian. 4mericen naval experts did their best in
privete to prevent the limiting of our fortifications on navel positions in the
festern Pacific, end also toc prevent the curtesilment of tha United States naval
‘uilding program, btut they fought a losing fight.

#ll of the agreements, resolutions, and proposals et the conference were more
r less linked togeiher around the central document, which was the Nine-Power
‘reaty with China, upon which all commitments depended, including the major issue
f limitetion of navel ermement and curtailment of construction on naval bases in
he Pacific area. The Nine-Power Treaty ceme to be known as tha "Chinese Charter of
.iberty," because it put an end to the old sphere-of-influence doctrine which had
beessed Europe and Japen, and for more than & quarter of a century hed threatened
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»re 78

.cmemberment of China. 48ide from the Nine-Power Treaty, the Washington
.nference also adopted other measurcs concerned with the futuro development of
nina as a unificd. state. The Jepenese waere forced to withdraw their troops from
"ntung Province and restore the formor German invercsts a% Tsingtao, including
~irol of the port and railway running into the interior of the province, to
inese control. The conference also epproved & resolution to scend a delegation
. China to investigate the relinguishment of extraterritoriality, which had
wmpored the development of medern Chinese courts and had infringed upon the
overeignty of the country. 1t elso was r ccommended that steps be teken to assist
1ina in modernizing her currency and her fiscal system, and finally tho Powers
sreed to withdraw their postal agencies from China and consented to the calling
© a conference to revise the Chinese tariff, leading in the direction of tariff
'tonomy. 4lso of importence from the standpoint of Russian int:irests in the Far
(st, the Japanese werc forccd to withdraw thcir troops #om Siberia, here they

2d b een stationed since World War 1o
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