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I, OHTA, Ichiro, do make the following statement freely and without
any compulsion or inducement of any kind: I am 45 years of age and have
been in a compound of the former Japanese Embassy in Nanking, China. I am
now living at Ohi-Hayashi~Cho, Shinagawa Ward, Tokyo.

: I went from Japan to Peiping in 1924 as a student studying abroad and
- entered the North China Union Language School. I was a language student

for three years and was then appointed Attache to the Japanese legation in
Peiping, remaining in this position for about 7 months. I then went to the
Japanese Embassy in London as attache, remaining there for two years, and
then in 1930 I went to Nanking as Vice Consul, remaining there for twoyears.
I was 3rd Secretary of the Japanese Legation at Shanghai for 1} years. I
returned to Tokyo in 1934, and from April 1934 to September 1937 I was
Secretary in the First Section of the Asiatic Bureau of the Foreign Office.
From November 1937 to January 1939 I was Consul at Los Angeles. At the

end of 1938 I was appointed 2nd Secretary of the Japanese Embassy in Peiping
and went there in February 1939. Upon the establishment of the North China
Liaison Office of KOA-IN (China Affairs Board) in March 1939, I was appointed
Secretary of the North China Liaison Office and concurrently 2nd Secretary
of the Japanese Tmbassy, and remained there in that position until September
1940, During this time I was sent to Yanking as Attache to the Mission

of Ambassador ABE. Ambassador ABE signed the Basic Treaty between Japan

and the Nanking Government on November 30, 1940. I returned to Tokyo in
September 1940 as Chief of the lst Section of the Bast Asiatic Bureau of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry, remaining there until fovember 1942. Upon the
establishment of the Greater East Asia linistry on November 1, I was
automatically transferred to secretary of the said 4inistry, and remained
there until May 1943, when I went to Nanking as Counsellor of the Embassy.

I stayed in Nanking until the end of June this ycar.

Lpr, Kazuo AOKI was one of the Economic Advisers to the National Econonic
Commission of the Nanking Government. He was appointed Minister without
Portfolio in 1942 and was later transferred to dinistership of Greater East

Asias Ministry.

I accompanied Mr., Masayuki TANI when he went as Ambassador to Nanking
in Hay 19,.[34& - ' '

The KOA-In (China Affairs Board) was established in December 1938. I
learned upon my return from Los Angeles that KOA-IN was set up because the
military authorities did not want the Foreign Office to have sole charge of
affairs in China. The most important post in #O0A-IN was that of the Chief
of the Political Department. Lt. General Heisuke YANAGAWA was Chief Secretary
and Lt. Gen. Teiichi SUZUKI was the first head of the Political Department.
The Premier was ex-officio the president and the ministers of Army, Navy,
Finance and Foreign Affairs were ex-officio the vice-presidents.

Under KOA-IN there were l liaison offices in Chinad (1) Kalgan,
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(2) Peiping, (3) Shanghai and (4) Amoy. There was also one branch
office:” at Tsingtao which was under the North China Liaison Office.

The heads of the Kalgan and Peiping Liaison Offices were always
officers on active service with the army, wno held the positions of
the Research Secretary of KOA-IN, while the heads of the Shanghai and Amoy
Liaison Offices, and of the Tsingtao Branch Office, were always naval
officers. I learned that it came from a mitual understanding between the
Army and Navy. However, I inow of nothing in print to that effect. I =also
understand that there was an understanding to the effect that when the Chief
of the Political Department of KOA-IN was a military man, then the Chief
of the First Section should be = Davy man and the chief of the Second Section
should be a military man, and vice versa. As a matter of fact, however, the
chief of the Political Department was always a military man until the last.
It was prescribed that, dauring the China Incident, the KOA-In should be
responsible for dealing with political, economic and culturel matters in
China, but even on these matters, should they be regarded as having anything
to dowth military operations and maintenance of peace and order, the military
had especially a powerful voice.

The North China Development Company and Central China Developm:-nt

Company were under the supervision of KOA-TN. Under each of these two

companies, there were many supsldiary companies operating mining, railway
transportation, aviation, telegraph, telephone, bus, water-gervice, etc.

In fact, important industries in China were run by thesze subsidiary companies,
It was through KOA-IN ang companies under its supervision that the wishes

and desires of the Japanese Covernment were carried out in the economic
affairs of China. The main duties of the Political Department of KOA-IN

were the negotiations with the local Covernments which had been set up in
Chinaand sponsored by the Japanese military and an adjustment of matters
dealt with by the other departments in Koa-In. These included the Provisional
Governmsnt of the Republic of China in Pe iping under 4r, WANG Keh lling, the
Reform (Weisin) Government at Nanking which was under i, LIANG Hung Chi,

the National Government in Nanking headed by ¥r. WANG Ching Wei, the Mongolian
Autonomous Government under Prince Te-Wang, and so on.

There was a Cultural Department in “oasIn which had charge of educational
Organizations, libraries and the like in occupied China. Propaganda and
gathering information concerning China was also handled by ¥oa~-In and this
was principally under the Political Department of Koa-In. Experts were sent
t0 China by Xoa-In in order to eliminate anti-J apanese materials from
Chinese text books used in schools and make new ones., There was also a
Technical Department in Xoa-In but it hag no particular funections,

Regarding the dissolution of Koa-In there had been lots of talks for
quite a bit of time, but after the outbreak of the Pacific war, an opinion
that there should be established a new ministry which had charge of affairs
concerning not only China but also Manchuria and the Southern Regions gained
more force. At last, on November 1, 1942, the Creater East Asia 1JL".-Id.nigj::c'y was




created by the unification of Koa-In, the East Asiatic and the South Seas
Sections of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, the Manchurian Affairs Board,
the Overseas Ministry, in spite of the strong opposition from the Foreign

Office,’

In that case there was also an agreement concerning the positions
which shdhld be occupied in Tokyo and abroad by military and navy men, on
active service, who were concurrently Research Secretaries. The first
Minister of Greater East Asia was Mr, Kazuo AOKI, who had resigned the
post of Economic Adviser to the Nanking Governmsnt and had been appointed

Minister without Portfolio of the TOJO Cabinet.

This statement written on three (3) pages is signed by me, this
29th day of August, -1946 and certified to be true.

0y s D44

The foregoing statement was made in my
presence, reduced to writing and signed
in my presenca I, Ohta at6‘rok3ro. Japan,
94
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST -

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.,

AFFIDAVIT QF
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INTERNATIONAL PROOSCECUTION SECTION
Doce. No. 1717 28 May 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

B Title and Nature: Statement of OHLIA, Ichiro, re: KOATN
| Date: 9 Apr 46 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language: English

Has it been translated? Yes () No (x)
Hes it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable)
| Document Section
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: See Mr. D. N. Suttdn
PERSONS IMPLICATED: SUZUKI, Teiichl &%, ichize
CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE:
| _ SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

! SUZUKI, Teiichi, was chiefly responsible for the
| organization of the KOAIN, which was established because the
military authorities did not want the Foreign 0ffice to
have charce of affairs in China. There were 4 principal
offices of the KOAIN in China: KALGAN (Inner Mongolia),
| PEIPING, SHANGHAI and AMOY. A branch office at TSING TAO was
! | under PEIPING. The heads of the northern offices (KALGAN,
f PEIPING) were army men; heads of the southern (inel. TSING-
| TAO) were many men., Here an outline of division of officers
i . between army and navy (p. 4).
| \ "Phe KOAIN had charge of and was raesponsible for the
L political, economic and cultural affairs of China, excluding
e | strictly military operationsc...." (p. 4-5). The No. China
- Development Co. and the Central China Dev. Co. were under
J | control of the KOAIN. Thru companies controlled by it, the
“ | KOAIN, the desires of the Japanese gov't were carried out,

The KOAIN directed provisional govts formed by the military
(list given p. 6). The KOAIN revised Chihese school text

books {pe. 7). Nov 1942 the KOAIN was absombed intc the
Greater East Asia Ministry, which was the 1link between the

Jap gov't and puppet govts in occupied territory (p. 7).
Re: STAFMER (pp. 8-9)

Analyst: 2nd Lt. Wilds Doce No. 1717
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