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Pcrson I-tcrrogatced and Br _kgrounds
YANAGITA, Meosto, Lt. Comdr. IJN .

1938 Greduatad from Acadiny.
1938 (April - siuly) Yeoosumo (Troiner)
1938 (July) 19°'39(Merch) Yinu (Cruiscr)

- 1939(March) 1239(0ct,) Oboro (Destroyer)
1939(Nov.) 1940(May) Chiyode (Scaplanc Carricr)
1940(May) 1940(Nov.) Katorl
1040(Nov.) 1G42(April) Navel pendomy gunncry instructors.
1942 (April) 1943(Sepc; Kumeno (Cruiscr)
1943(Scpt.) 1945(July) Tsuchiura Adir Group ARl
1945(July) }'avy Department, Transnortation, Mein Scets,

Whcere intcrvicwed 3 Meiji Building.

Intcrrogatorss Lt. Comdr. Willinm H. Botz.r, USNR
ILt. Condr. F. Shrckclford, SR

ITntorproterss It. ¢ dr. F.B. Huggins, U"NR
Lt, C..s Cary, USNR

£113ed Oy cEYs I rcscnt: Nonce
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The YOMUSHI progrom WesS cstrplished by the Novel
Air Arn in Scpteaber 1943 TO trein rcscrvc officcrs TO
beco ¢ ground officers with aly groups ~nd scurdrons,
personncl offlccrs, ~nthletic instructors, gleogsification
officcrs ot flifht schoolsy ~né. lisison officcrs ot alTr-=
ornft foctorics. Approximetely 1600 officcre Tore grod~
uwated, bcfore the wer cndcd, from threc schools *hich 1n
their 4 nonth courscs taught'a;ronnutics(tactics ~nd
importrnt rcloted subjccts), pcrsonncl vork ~nd watch
officcr quties.

The YOMUSHI essigned to a1lr {roups ~nd scusdrons but
not to carricrs verc thd closcst thing the Japonesc Nevy
‘had to intclligence officsrs in the lover cchelons. With-
out cny spccial treining for thce job, THCY nevertheless
did, befo:c a flight, conpile tergcdl informotion vhich tho
air group or sduadron cormendcr uscd in bricting the oilots
~nd thcy interrogoted them upon rcturning from combat Or
scarch missions. In no scnsc, howcverl, did thcy conccntratc
only upon intclligencc qutics for much of thelr tinic wes
devotced to essigning plrrcs to pilots, rcguleting tekcoffs
~nd lend:ings, kceplng rocords ~nd hondling routinc
~dministrative matters.
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Qe Arc you femilier with the YOIU HI proszron?

As Yos, g;n-rﬁlj" nile vith Tsuchiura Air Group in

1.944<45, I workcd 3 tl the 2roprenm for twh months.
» How long o treining couvsc did they hove?

. four months,

« sheTre vwere the YCOMUSHI troincd?

» whrt coursaes did the curri ulum ineludce?

Acronautics(tactics rnd releted subjccts), poersonncl,

Q
A
Q
A. Mal, SIIGA, TSUCHIURA,
Q
A,
Watell ofTicer duties,

Qe liere the YOITUSHI rescrve OrTilecras?

A. Y\:’g.
Q. How meny were treined in 2117

A. About 1600, lsct Class 200, 2ind Cless 400, 3rd
Class 1000,

Q. “hen did the YOMUCEI »rozrril strrt?

A, Scptcmber 1943

Qs. Whrt wres the reason for sterting this program?

A. Pconlc rcturning fron Gueodalcenel folt th-t cround
cificcrs should be traincd for ~round dutics. There
were not encugh flicrs to go a3 rcund, not cnouch to

periorm groupd dutics snd fly ot the sonce timc.

Qe On what basis were eendidatos sclectod fop the
YCMULHI progreom?

A, nc following cualificrtions tero vsuc Lly nocessery,
(1) Good physiques but discurlificd For flying.
(2) Collcme eradurtes,

Q. Did you trle neort il lastructing the YORU HIS

A Yﬂc, for two months in 1944-45 vheon +ith the
Tsuchiura Air Group.

Q. %Whet courscs did you tcrch?

A. I ws adninistrative ~nd porsonncl ofyicor for the
scnool. I wee not o regulrr instructor, but occosionslly
tocught clrsscs in rdninistration.

Tk

s llosg Capt. WATAFATE the herd of the Ao Tren?

A, No, not the cntirc nrogreme. He vrs 1n chrrgc of the
school at Tguchiura. Comnrndcer Muto ETNT I, I think,
WVes 1n cq"“’“éu of the progren vhilce Commrndoer EI*UELA “'"'o
ned becn on Guede lcrnﬁl, conecoclived the ideos,
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Q. Whet wrs donc with the YOIU-III aftir the

A, ﬂu{ T1lled the Telloving Tive BPllleta:
(1) YWork in the ficld with rip “roups. -
(2) Runniig eleossificertion tosts ot rlight schoolsa,
(3) Personncl ofiicersz.
(4) Atﬂlutlc instructors.
(5) Scmi-lirison officers at rirers7t foctorics.

Qe Did Commender TZRAIL hove ~nvthine to do ity tho "WroeTeES

Ae Not dircetly. IHe mey hrve hed sometiiing to do with
promoting the progrems I'm not ¢

Q. Uhet were the dutics of the YWIUSHI vho vere mttached
to #ir groups iun o L LE
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A They selected the nlrnecs the erews vould rl1sry Teedletod
tikeorls rnd lendings, h-ndlcd &ffeirs botiecn the srolnd
pergonncl rnd the pilots, kept rocords of the flighte.

Q. ‘lere YOMUSHI ossigncd to cerricrs®?

£ .

s 0

They kept the £light time of nilots rnd crew menbors

A
Q. dJust vhrt sort of fli--t rccords did they k-op?
A
ond prbofrbd thc combat ~nd sighting ronerts.

e vhet infornction wre inecluded in the combet runorte?

A, Timc ~und plrec of combat, nunber of rounds Tirot,
Ir'osults of ¢onbet.

Q. ¥ho gave the YOMUSHTI suehl infornetion?
Ao Thq nllot hinsclf.

Qe Yhat is your ovinion of the cffcetivoncar of +ha
YOILUSHI nrogrorn? |

A It cone too letcs It wvre gciic help but not too ~uch,

Qe If the YCHUSHI had becn duvclo” ot grrlicry, do you
taink it would hove been effeoetive, ?

A. Yecs, viery nuech so.

Qe Woao 14 w~lonned to trein additionel YOIUTUT vhen tho
oy cnded?

A. No. Th““ were morc nilots thrn nlrnes ~nd »ilots
cozld do thc JOb of thcYOiUTHI, so it wre not intended
to strrt cnother elrss oftor tHL one tart gredr=ted

in August 1945,
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Q, Bofore = combat missior. @id the YOMUSHI briof .the
nilots on werthoer nnd tqﬁ:” o9

A. No, thc oir group or srucdron commondor would briectl
the nilots on thce basis.of the dete given him by the
YOMUSHI,

Q. Would the YOMU.uI prc

prepere informetion on the preiormoncc
of cneny aircraft?

C

A. Not nccessrrily. It dencndced on vacther Tase
scuadron cormender vwentced him to nerform the duty or not.

Q. Vould thoy prepere deta on o terget thet the pllots
Yol To ptteel:

A, Ycs. Photogrenhs verce turncd ovor to tae VOTUETT
vho intcrpreted them ond seve the indorm-tion to g
scusdron or group comronder.’

Q. Did the YOLUSZI heve cay treining in pioto 1itlr=
protetiony

A. Cnly such erndusntes as went to the YCRC-Una
Photo Intcrprotetion School,

B. Yerce YOIUCHLI essi
Alr Lrotog.
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