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THE

HISTORY OF WOMAN.

THE CHRISTTIAN AND BYZANTINE EMPIRE.

Wi the gorgeons sun of Rome was sink-
ing in the ocean of time, a hrighter light,
destined never to ‘set,, stowly arose in the
Kast, and, at length, spread wide over the
carth on the wings of another morning,.
Christianity numbered women among its
first converts; and at a time when the
Saviour had nowhere to lay his head, he
received consolation and succour from his
female disciples.  Hence the most touching
episodes of the Gospel refer to women 5 and
the penitent of Samaria at Jacob’s well,
VOL. 11, B



2 INFLUENCE OF "VOMAN

listening to the divine words of the Re-
deemer—the Magdalen at his feet, washing
them with her tears, Mary and Martha at
their brother’s erave, the sorrowing rela-
tives that “stood by the Crpss)” wheén the
followers of sterner mould ¢ forgodk  him
and fled,” and, fustl‘\', the weeping mowrndes
at the sepulehre, are pictures by which the
mind is willingly enchained;, and which,
ouce contemplated, can never be forgotten.
The new religion had much to attract
and to rivet the carnest aflection of woman :
its precepts sank into her heart, while, in
their effect, they purified and reclaimed her
soul.  Paticnee, cadurance, suliission were
virtues, indeed, which she had long had to
practise, but they were now required equally
from the other sex, and enforeed by a divine
example.  What the false standard of man’s
fallen nature had represented as chivalry,
or as heroism, was now pronounced to be
violence, blood-guiltiness, and sinj and hu-
manity was taught the beautiful lesson of
yielding itsell’ to the hand of God, of suffer-
ing cven wrong in silence, and of returning
eood for evil. A Dblamecless and holy life,



ON CIIRISTTANITY. B

not only in demeanour, in words, and in
action, but in the thoughts, in the inmost
soul, was mildly, bhut vigidly demanded ;
and woman found at the foot of the Cross
both temporal @nd eternal redemption.

Put the great mass of the world was not
to be casily penttrated by such a leaven;
and so carly asethe age of the Apostles, we
meet, in the cloquent epistles of S€ Paul,
with hut too many instances of its incor-
vigible depravity. It is the characteristic
of all human socicties that some are ever
inclined to fall back, spme are cager for
change, and continually thirst for novelty,
and some are carried away by every wind
ol doctrine 5 and he¢nee) in course of time,
arise the most deplorable .orrors, diversities
of opinion, discord, dissensions, and schisms,*
which rend the nearest and dearest ties.
But the pure flame of Christianity con-
tinued to burn unclouded for four hundred
years: it survived the three great perse-
cutions 3 and was only obscured, or rather
corrupted, by the blighting protection of
Constantine.

Ilclena, the mother of that ruthless Em-

B 2



4 ST. HELENA,

peror, whom the Roman Catholic church
admitted to the dubious honours of canoni-
zation, as a benefactress and saint, was ani-
mated by a fervent zeal for the propagation
of the faith; but to achicve this object, she
employed unsuitable and unworthy meayis.
Her observant eye quickly perceived that
the spirituality of her creed, the inmate
testimoly to its heavenly origin, was the
greatest obstacle to its universal accept-
ance, since minds enveloped in pagan dark-
ness clung to the delusion of a palpable
god ; and to obviate such a difficulty, she
resolved, instead. of secking to raise man-
kind to the level ofr(*/llristianity, to sink
Christianity to the evel of mankind.  Ac-
cordingly she gaw orders for the construc-
tion of a cross, which was secretly buried,
and then, as if under inspiration, disinterred,
and solemnly pronounced to be the True
Cross, on which the Redeemer had suffered ;
and, as such, declared to be a fit object of
reverence, and’ set up for the worship of the
world. Such was the origin of the adora-
tion of the crucifix, which, however, was
soon followed by other innovations, and the
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knee which bowed” to a log of wood, was
soon bent before the image of a °*saint, the
bone of a martyr, a lock of hair, a tooth, or
a napkin.

Among the Romans, as among the Jews,
womertr had been the most active mission-
arics of Cln-ist.ianity; and, through their
instrumentality, it gained some of its most
eminent and "remarkable converts.  Long
before the accession of Constantine, many a
Nicodemus had sat in the fallen senate of
Rome, or at the council-hoard of the pagan
Casars; and it was doubtless the powerful
organization of the Christian community,
as much as any gllegéd miracle, that
kindled the light of an interested faith in
the tyrant’s soul. « Nor «lid the pions zeal
of woman diminish, when the fnfant chureh,
after being cradled in hardship, found itself
wallowing in the downy lap of luxury.
Athanasius, Jerome, Chrysostom—from his
eloquenee called ¢ the golden-mouthed”—
had cach their crowds of ministering Pris-
cillas, who decmed their ‘words inspired,
and their decisions oracular.  Pachonius
established the first convent, in which



6 SPREAD OF CONVENTS.

womnen found a refuge from the vanitics and
the duties of life; and his pernicious ex-
ample was speedily followed by Athanasius,
who, passing from HKeypt to Rome, preached
in the West the crusade of monasticdisci-
pline. The illustrious Paula, after-lavish-
ing immense sums on indigent and laZy
monks, was herself tempted, by the hot
zeal of Jerome, to cnter a “convent, and
unfeclingly dedicated her youthful daughter
to the same bondage, receiving as a reward
for her devotion, the blasphemous appella-
tion of mother-in-law of God.  Royalty was
not exempt from the conventual yoke ; and
th¢ Empress Pulcherig, though she sharved
her throne with the prudent Marcian, as her
nominal hushand, vemained a nun through-
out her life.” The fair Melania threw her
plate into the abyss of mounkish cupidity,
that treasury without a bottom, yect could
scarcely satisfy its inordinate eravings ;5 and
a DBenedictine friar, whom indolence or
penury had driven to the cloister, candidly
avowed, in an unguarded moment, that
“his vow of poverty had given him a
hundred thousand crowns a ycar, and his



THE LADIES’ EAR-SCRATCHER. 7

vow of obedicnce raised him to the rank of
a sovereign prince.”

In the rcign of Valentinian, the spolia-
tion of the property of devout women by
rapactous monks and priests, who had ob-
tailed °the direstion of their consciences,
wds carried to such an extent, that severe
laws were enacted for, the suppression of the
evil; and a “confessor  was incapacitated
from receiving any legacy or hequest from
hi- fair penitents.  Still, means were found
to evade the statutes; and Damasus, Bishop
of Rome, their guardian and administrator,
was himscll so deeply smplicated in such
proceedings, that he, acghired the odidus
soubriquet of ¢ the latlies” car-scratcher.”  St.
Jerome does not escape.a similar imputa-
tion, and he was qssu.red]y not wanting in
zeal for the agerandizement of the church.

These pages must not be sullied with
any details of the lamentable depravity
which soon characterised the religious
houses ; and extorted from the sixth ge-
neral council, after the clearest cvidence,
more stringent rules for their regulation
and reformation. The moral rottenuess of



8 CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

Christians, indeed, was not confined to the
conventst it was equally apparent in the
laity, and pervaded the whole mass of the
sinking empire. But while mankind threw
aside the spirit, they claimed implicit ad-
hesion for the letter of Christianity, accord-
ing as it was interpreted by particular in-
dividuals 3 and the Trinitarians, Arians,
and Nestorians, were all bent, not only on
obtaining the ascendancy, but the absolute
universal acceptance of their conflicting
tenets.  Women took a large sharc in the
raging controversies, which, like most re-
ligious disputes, terminated in persecutions s
aitd Christians, nd longer dreading a Nero or
a Domitian, now openly crucified and burnt
each other. The aakedebodies of matrons
and noble maidens’ were, by means of
1511110}'8, hoisted into the air, with a weight
attached to their feet; and in this ignomi-
nious and agonizing posture, their tender
flesh was torn with red-hot pincers, lashed
with scourges, and coated with plates of
burning iron.  Christian contending with
Christian, washed the broad streets of Rome
and Constantinople with Christian blood
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and in a scctarian riot at Alexandria, fe-
rocity ran so high, that the victors, after
perpetrating  the most savage hutchery,
positively devoured the mangled bodies of
the slain.  Wdat a terrible realization of
that warning propheecy— I have not come
to @ive peace, but a sword !”

Among tha many* victims of these un-
happy tumults was ITypatia, a maiden not
more distinguished for her beauty than for
her learning and her virtues. Her father
was Theon, the illustrious mathematician,
and he had carly initiated Lis gifted daughter
in all the mysteries of philgsophy. The clgs-
sic groves of Athensaild the schools of Alex-
andria equally a,plllauded her attainments,
and listened to the puré wisdom and the
music of her lips.  She respectfully declined
the tender attentions of loverss but, raised
to the chair of Gamaliel, suffered youth and
age, without preferenee or favour, to sit in-
discriminately at her feet. Her fame and
increasing popularity ultimately excited the
Jealousy of St. Cyril, at that time Bishop of
Alexandria, and her friendship for his gn-
tagonist Orestes, the prefeet of the city,
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10 MURDER OF IIYFATIA.

entailed on her devoted head the crush-
ing weight of his cnmity. In her way
through the city, her chariot was surrounded
by his creatures, headed by a crafty and
savage fanatic named Peter the Reader’; and
the young and innocent woman was (11’&({:{1"9(1
to the ground, stripped of her garments,
paraded naked through the strects, and torn
limb from limb on the desecrated steps of
the cathedral.  The still warm flesh was
scraped from her Dbones by oyster-shells,
and the bleeding fragments thrown into a
farnace, so that not an atom of the heautiful
virgin should escape destruction.

St. Chrysostomi provoked equal hostility
by his cloquent denunciations of the vices
of the clergy, and their treacherous subju-
wation of the consciences and the too con-
fiding hearts of their spiritnal daughters.
The dames and maidens of Constantinople
were divided into two contending factions
by his potent sermons, the one almost
worshipping, <he other bitterly detesting,
their venerable Bishop. His enemics ranged
themselves under the odious banner of the
Empress Eudoxia, whom he had impru-
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dently stigmatized in the pulpit by the
name of Jezebel, and their ranks included
Marsa, Castricia, and Eugraphia, three pa-
trician widows, infuriated by his bold ex-
posurds of fashipnable depravity, and enabled
by-their wealth to extend the ramifications
and sustain the §erce energies of their party.
The fair and spintly ©lympias animated the
hopes of his adherents, and afforded, in her
purc and blameless life, a bright example of
his doctrine.  Ilis own incomparable elo-
quence continually fired the populace, and
when, by a scandalous abuse of power, Eu-
doxia procured from the weak Arcadius his
deposition and exile, a devoted flock rose in
defence of their shepherd, defeated and
butchered the impérial gaards,, and exacted
his instant recall. . But the trinmph of the
virtuous Bishop was of short duration 5 and
Eudoxia, introducing into the city a host
of barbarians, who terrified the people with
the double infliction of sword and fire, suc-
ceeded in cffecting his banighment and his
ruin.

As the upper classes of society, and
the religious bodies, were given up to



12 THE GOLD OF AFFLICTION.

contention, and lost to virtue, it could
hardly be expected that we should find
a high standard of morality in humbler
life. Many causes combined, indeed, to
vitiate and debase the lower orders, who,
morcover, had before thewnn the evil lives
of the opulent, and were copstantly tempted
to follow their example. Thig was a matter,
however, of which the state took so little
cognizance, that the very revenue was levied
in such a manner as to fall with crushing
weight on the poor; and the tax called
gold of affliction was frequently paid by
working men, with'the price of the bartered
honour of their d;mgh{,ers.

Yet women of the lowest elass were some-
times raised, to the dignity of the imperial
diadem. The famous .Theodora, wife of
Justinian, was the daughter of Acacius, a
native of Cyprus, who, during the paternal
reign of Anastasius, was master of the bears,
kept for exhibition and slaughter at the
public games.. The death of Acacius left
her mother a widow, when Theodora could
not have been more than five ycars old, and
at that age, she sat with her two sisters in
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the circus, as a supplicant to the green
faction, to which their father had belonged,
and which they hoped to interest in their
favour. DBut the dead and the poor have
few flicnds, aud the little orphans received
no couhtenance from the greens, though the
blues were considerate and indulgent; and
this circumstgnee, at the time appearing so
unimportant, was, in later years, the cause
of many a fierce and bloody fray. As she
grew up, Theodora, with her clder sister
Comita, afterwards the mother of the
Empress Sophia, carned a precarious live-
lihood on the stage, where her dawning
charms soon attracted notice, commanded
popular favour, and” gradually involved her
in the most frightfu] &xcesses. Yet the
black soul of Theodora was clothed with a
form which, by its wondrous symmetry and
grace, might have denoted an angel of light.
Small, but not diminutive, in stature, the
exquisite proportion and delicate outline of
her figure gave her an appeacance of height ;
and its lightuness, its pliancy, its beautiful
aptitude of posture and motion, had more of
an ethereal than mortal character. Her



14 THEODORA ON THE STAGE

complexion was pure and dazzling; and
she possessed the rare power of throwing
into her face all the varied emotions of the
mind, giving it an animation and spirituality
perfectly enchanting.  KEyesesoft and full,
now bathing in their own tight, now flash-
ing with eager fire, charmed cvery beholder ;
and the virtuous Roman—ifoy such a cha-
racter was still in existence — carefully
shunned the street where she lodged, lest
her basilisk glance should lure him to de-
struction.

With such high personal gunalifications for
the tragic branch of the profession, Theodora
devoted herself tocontedy ; and her success,
as soon as she appeared in a prominent
character, was so Uegided, that it furnishes
indisputable warrant for her choice. This
Jordan of ancient days had but to raise her
eyes, to curl her cherry lip, to call up a
gesture or mirthful look to her bewitching
face, and the whole theatre, speetators and
actors, burst -into an uncontrollable roar,
and she covered the absence of cven the
most ordinary accomplishments, by the
simple display of her rich natural gifts. Her



AND ON THE TIIRONE. 15

infamons life at length drove her from the
capital, in company with the prefect Ecebo-
lus, from whom, however, whether by acci-
dent or design, she became separated in
Egypt, where she was reduced to the greatest
misery, if not dctual want. But, in the
midst of her distress, a strange, unaccount-
able notion had taken possession of her mind,
that she was destined to become the wife of
a monarch ; and, impelled by this idea, she
once more turned her drooping eyes towards
Constantinople, the scene of her former
triumphs and degradation. Ilistory is not
silent as to the means Qb_g( which she was
enabled to prosecute Rer journey, and which
made the name of Fheodora a by-word
and reproach in every “city of the Kast.
The metropolis was reached, at last; and
here, avoiding her ancient associates, she
sought, for a time, to obtain a livelihood
by the labour of her hands, as a carder of
wool, in which she succeeded till, in a fortu-
nate hour, she attracted the attention of
Justinian, when that acquaintance was com-
menced which led to her marriage with an
Emperor. In her honour the traditionary



16 CRUELTY OF THEODORA.

laws of the empire were abrogated, and she
was solemnly recognised as the partner and
colleague of Justinian, who declared that he
received such a wife as the special gift of
God. . '

But Theodora, raised to this giddy height,
felt the ignominy of her carly carcer, and,
now that she was invested wtn the insignia
of royalty, seldom presented herself in that
magnificent city where she was so well re-
membered in another position. Yet no one
dared to recall that too recent period, even
by the faintest whisper ; and doomed indeed
was the tongue that, in an unguarded
moment, was betrayca into such a treason.
Alert spies caught up<his accents, and quickly
reported them to the cnraged Empress, who,
in exccuting her vengeance, stimulated the
ready zcal of her myrmidon with these sig-
nificant words—* If my orders are not fully
obeyed, I swear by Him who liveth for ever,
that your skin shall be flayed from your
body.” -

Her stately palace on the sunny shore of
the Bosphorus, reared its massive walls,
crowned with cupolas and towers, over a
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labyrinth of dungeons, unknown to, the fune-
tionaries of the empire, and accessible only
to the gnilty instruments of herwill.  Here,
in some recking vault, dimly lit by the flare
of a torch, Theodora adjudged her vietims
to the rfack, the &courge, or a sceret death s
and, forzetting avery sentiment of her sex,
calmly witneed the excention of her com-
mands. Then she ascended to the broad
light of day, streaming through regal halls
and gilded saloons, where art and untold
wealth exhausted their treasures to secure
her case, or minister to her luxury ; and a
thousand slaves, in Watc]lfpl and incessapt
attendance, flew to ob®y Iter capricious be-
hests.

Fiction could invent no incidert so strange
as this evil woman, in the plenitude of-
carthly power, sitting on the imperial throne
in the Hippodrome, where, in her childhood,
she had appeared as a supplicant and beggar,
to reccive the homage of the Vandal King
Gelimer, the captive of Belisarius. A
glorious cortege led the way through the
spacious area of the circus, and the harbarian
monarch was blinded by the dazzling pomp
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and pageantry that surrounded the mpress
of the East. The proud descendant of
Genseric, who had made a spoil of imperial
Rome, beut his knee before the crowned
Magdalen, and the illustrious Belisarius
stooped to kiss the embroidered heni of "her
garment.  Myriads of speetators acclaimed
her name ; and saw, in the disgraceful spee-
tacle, which attested their ruin and debase-
ment, a resuscitation of the proud glories of
purer times.

The crown which Justinian shared with
Theodora, was preserved to him by her
wisdom and decision. Influenced by her
partiality, he hail atiopted the colour and
the cause of the blue faction, in opposition
to the green, whith,, bedides suspecting it of
« secret attachment ta the descendants of
the Emperor Aunastasing, she still regarded
with the bitter hatred of carly ycars. Im-
perial favour intoxicated the blues, already
impaticnt of the most necessary restraints
of the law; -and Constantinople was kept
in continual turmoil by the violence of these
Christian janissaries. Proceeding from one
outrage to another, they finally hroke into
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the houses of the greens, carried, ofl' their
wives and daunghters, including many of
patrician rank, and committed horrors not
to be deseribed. By an unaccountable im-
pulse, *both factions then united in an at-
tempt to subvert the government 3 and after
fivé days of mugder, rapine, and anarchy,
Hypatius, tTf(&nephew of Anastasius, was
drageed from his house, and, regardless of
his own entreaties, and the tears of his
terrified wife, invested with the sovercign
purple. The feeble and timid Justinian,
istead of endeavouaring to suppress the re-
volt, instantly prepared 1'01'_ﬂigh(, when hg
was diverted from hisSpurpose by the cou-
rage of Theodora, who eatering the council-
chamber, vchemently detlareds that  she
would never quit the.palace. ¢ Death,” she-
continued, ““is the condition of our birth,
but they who have reigned, should never
survive the Joss of dignity and dominion. I
pray Heaven that T may never be seen with-
out my diadem and purple: that I may no
longer hehold the light, when I cease to be
saluted by the name of Queen. If you re-
solve, O, Ceasar! to fly, you have treasures:
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behold the sea, you have ships: but trem-
ble lest the desire of life should expose yvou
to a wretched exile and an ignominious
dcath. For my own part, I adhere to the
maxim of antiquity, that the throie is a
glorious sepulchre.”  Sweh  heroie  words
from the mouth of a woman impatted
a transient resolutien to Justinian; and
shamed, if they did not embolden, his dis-
tracted council. Three thousand veterans
were hastily assembled, and despatched in
two bodies, under the respective ovders of
Belisarius and Mundus, to engage the rebels.
They made their way with difficulty through
the burning city; ovér heaps of embers, and
between falling and blazing houses, to the
Hippodrome, wherg the rioters had congre-

- gated, and, entering by two opposite gates,

fell on the surprised greens, while the blues,
at sight of the banner of Justinian, returned
to their allegiance, and joined in the slaugh-
ter of their late accomplices.

The foulest blot that rests on the memory
of Theodora is the murder of her son, the
child of an unknown sire, who, at his dcath,
when Theodora was the sovereign mistress



SIIE MURDERS 11ER SON. 21

of Asia, revealed to his unhappy.offspring
the seeret of his parentage. Iager to push
his fortune, the youth flew to Constanti-
nople, as soon as the remains of his father
were L.Lid in the grave, and presented him-
%lf in the manmﬁcent palace of his mother.
'lhe re he, tog, found a grave, whether in the
dungeons Dendath its® floor, or the placid
Bosphorus in its front, no human eye has
been able to search out: but from the
moment he entered the boudoir of Theo-
dora, the child of shame disappeared for
ever. .

Theodora, in spite of fate and waning
charms, maintained .h‘cr ascendancy over
Justinian to the lastj and after she had
been  twenty-four }'70&1‘8 his wife, he be-
wailed her death asesincerely and as poig-
nantly as if he had lost a blooming bride—
the highest tribute, perhaps, that can be
rendered to her unequalled powers of fas-
cination and deeception.

At the same time that the*¥mperor was
wedded to this Cyprian, his greatest and
most illustrious subject espoused a woman of
similar origin, the equal of Theodora in in-
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famy, and occasionally the confidante of her
intrigues, and the accomplice of her crimes.
Antonina, as the lady was named, was the
wife of Belisarius, who, in the greatness of
his exploits, of his character, and of his
sense of duty, was the Wellington of the
East. Like Theodora, she had heen eradled
in the circus, and was the d}auf_:ht(\r of an
ignoble woman, whose ostensible hushand
was a charioteer.  Thus {frailty was the
heritage, as well as thé name of Antonina,
and remained through life her leading cha-
racteristic.  After running the gauntlet of
tke stage, she en erod the bondage of matri-
mony, and was a buxom widow, with a
sturdy and gallant son, when, at a ripe age,
she accepted the sumit of Belisarius. But
‘years could not tame the unbridled tempera-
ment of a woman to whom vice had been as
sustenance and nurture ; and in a short time,
Belisarius was the only person in Constan-
tinople who was ignorant of his wife’s ex-
cesses. Confiliing husbands, however, if they
have no perception themselves, rarely lack
an Tago to unseal their eyes; and Belisarius
was informed by Antonina’s tire-woman of
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her flagitious courses, and the dishqQnour she
had brought on his name. Two credible
associates confirmed her disclosures, under a
sworn prowise of protection 3 but the anger
of the ‘infatuatad hero, which appeared to
be uncotitrollable,’ vanished before the ready
teaf’s of Antonina, and to prove his belicf
in her innocenée, he surrendered to her ven-
geance the three witnesses to her guilt.
The tongues that had divulged such fatal
scerets were then plucked from their roots
and the yet warm bodies of the imprudent
tattlers were cut into morsels, and seattered
on the sca.  Antonina, m(;a,uwhile, rendered
bolder by impunity, no~longer submitted to
the least restraint g and her attentions to
Theodosius, a handdome Darbasian, whom
Belisarius had received into his house, were
so undisguised, and so openly paraded, that
they beeame the jest of the whole army. Pho-
tius, her son, maddened by such a disgrace,
rushed into the presence of Belisarius, and
with indignant tears, demanded justice on
his mother. He adduced incontestable evi-
dence in support of his allegations ; and the
Jjealousy of the doating husband was aroused,
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at last, by the culprit’s son. DBut the
conscience-stricken Theodosius had already
become alarmed, and flying from the camp,
found safety and concealment in an ob
scurc monastery under the cowl of a monk ;
Belisarius was again convinced and a'g..v;ain
deceived by the vehemen¢ prgtestations of
his wife; and the chivalrods Photius was
condemuned for his indiscretion to the wel-
come seclusion of exile.

But in his own ruin, the son, though he
might forgive the cruelty, could not forget
the degradation of his mother, and he con-
trived to discover and seize Theodosius,
who, after bcing'rec‘éllled by Belisarius, and
acquiring immense treasures through the in-
flucnce of *Antonina, had, in a moment of

- remorscful despondency, taken refuge with
his spoil in the sanctuary of St. John. The
faithless monk was now carried off to Cilicia,

* and immured in the dungeon of a sequestered
castle ; but the active emissaries of the Em-
press Theodovra, whose aid Antonina had
invoked, soon traced out his prison, effected
his liberation, and made a captive of Photius.
While the latter was groaning in one of the
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gloomy cells, dug, like graves, l)m]cnth the
palace of Theodora, his mother and her im-
perial protectress were revelling overhead,
amidst all the aceessories of Asiatic luxury
and thé ungrateful and impions Theodosius,
whohad* forgotterr both his obligations to his
betfactor and pis vows to IHeaven, was
treated with tive honours awarded to a sove-
reign prince.  DBut, in a moment, death
snatehed him for ever from the scene of his
wicked triminphs, leaving the bereaved Anto-
nina inconsolable and desperate. 1er sorrow
.and rage were wreaked on her innocent son,
who was dragged from Ifis dungeon, where
light never entered, o be lashed by the
scourge, or pitilessly “styetched on the rack.
Twice he found memns tosmake, his escape,
and sought the fragiJe protection of a sane-,
tuary ; but neither the privileges of the
altar, nor the indiguant outeries of the popu-
lace, drawn to the spot by the appearance
of the military, could preserve an honour-
able citizen from the despotigpower of the
Empress, and the hatred of, an unnatural
parent.  Not till after a captivity of three
years did Photius finally escape, and making
VOL. 1I. C
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his way to Jerusalem, obtained reposc,
though not liberty, in the narrow cell of a
monk.

The assistance and sapport which Anto-
nina received from Theodorg were putchased
by services cqually unscrwpulous.  “I'o mcet
the wishes of her royal mistress, Antorina
was willing to sacrifice every principle, or
engage in any enterprise; and during the
occupation of Rome by Belisarius, she even
went to the length of deposing the Pope,
who, by his adhesion to the tenets of the
Council of Chaleedon, had incurred the fatal
displeasure of Theodora. The pontifi had
been deteeted coresponding with the Gothic
army, then besieging the city; and, sum-
moned before thec<Romaua General to answer
the charge, the evidenge of his messengers,
and the more conclusive testimony of an
intercepted letter, signed by his own hand,
insured his conviction. His sentence, justi-
fied by the laws of war, was pronounced by
the lips of Antonina, as she reclined on a
luxurious couch ; and the venerable Sylve-
rius was deprived of the keys of Heaven and
earth, muffled in the ghostly cowl of a friar,
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and smuggled off, a prisoner and cxile, to a
solitary and dreary monastery in the heart
of Asia. An cnormous bribe sccured the
vacant tiara for a more obscquious priest
and tht Empregs gratefully divided the spoil
witli het dutiful Antonina.

During the Pgersian war, Delisarius was
induced by a rumour of the death of Justi-
nian to join in the movement of Buzes, which
excited the highest resentment of Theodora g
and the hero was recalled to Constantinople
with every mark of disgrace.  Dut the en-
aged Empress, in the heat of her fury,
shrank from taking his mc 80 often risked
in the support and defence of her throne s
and she contented herself with despoiling
him of his treasuresy and Itaving him a pen-
sioner on the bounty of his wife. ““Yonu,
cannot be ignorant,” she observed, with a
frown, as she informed him of his fate, ** how
much you have deserved my displeasure s
but [ am not insensible of the services of
Antonina. To her merits and intercession
I have granted your life. Let your grati-
tude be displayed where it is due, not iv
words, but in your future behaviour.” After

c?2
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the death of Theodora, Antouina, in a fit of
compunction or fear, retired to a monastery,
on which she had expended the shattered
remains of her fortune; and DBelisavius is
said to have had his eyes pyt out by* Justi-
nian, and to have wandered in rags thrdugh
the streets of Constantinople, carnestly “he-
seeching the passers-by to “ Give a penny to
Belisarius the General.”  But this story,
though not too marvellous to he true, since
it might find more than one parallel in the
history of human vicissitudes, is donbted by
Gibbon, and appears to rest on no credible
testimony, wheneé we may conclude that
Belisarius was not s¢ unfortunate as Justi-
nian was reputed ungerateful.

Intercourse with Kashern courts attracted
‘to Rome and Constantinople droves of those
human mules, whom Asiatic jealousy has
selected, from the days of Semiramis, as the
special guards of woman, and whose cloven
feet were accustomed fo preserve a footing
on the slippery pavement of palaces.  In-
famy was the badge of all the tribe. Yet
they soon occupied every approach to power
and every avenue to the thronc; their
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sinister influence was felt in every depart-
ment of the government; and the noblest
senators and proudest warriors, forgetting
the dignity of birth and merit, were not
asham®d to purghase their advancement from
a rapactous chanerlain, - Narses, reared in
thd stern honesty of the camp, was an ex-
ception to the rule, and, indeed, owed his
physical degradation to accident.  But the
reproach of the class hecame a stigma on the
warrior, which all his glorious achievements
were unable to efface.  ““Leave to men,”
was the message of the Empress Sophia,
“the exercise of arms, n',n(} return to your
proper station among the maidens of the
palace, where a distall’ shall again be placed
in your hands.” ¥ I will spin, her such a
thread,” replied the indignant chief, “as she
shall not casily unravel.,”  But a life worn
by toil and a century of years was now near
its close ; and death rudcly intereepted the
just revenge of the hero, while his name was
being acclaimed from the stepsof the Capitol.

Too often, indeed, was the imperial throne
overturned by successful soldiers, and the
very foundations of society convulsed and
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subverted. The deposﬁion and murder of
the pi()us‘ Maurice and his sons was followed
by the imprisonument of his widow, the
Empress Constantina, and her three youthful
daughters, who, under a peetence Of pro-
viding them an asylum, *‘were conlined in
the cells of a seeluded convent. . But in this
living grave, Constantina was haunted by an
incessant terror of the assassin’s poniard,

and she took advantage of a dark night to
escape to the sanctuary of St. Sophia, where
she would doubtless have fallen a victim to
the rage of the usurper, Phocas, if the reso-
lute attitude of the Patriarch had not averted
the blow. A sccond attempt at flight afforded

a specious pretext fortaking her life ; and
after being,subjetted t6 the torments and
the ignominy of the rack, the Empress and
her three daughters were barbarously con-
demned to the bloek, and all perished on the
same scaffold.

The death of the infamous Copronymus,
son of Leo ILL., once more placed the im-
perial sceptre in the firm hand of a woman
—for the feehle partnership of Leo IV. was
scarcely recognised by his wife Irene. This
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“maid of Athens” possessed no recom-
mendation but her rare beauty, ‘when, at
the age of seventeen, she was selected by
Copronymus as the spouse of Leos; but
when the deatly of the Emperor raised her
husBand to powew her great capacity proved
fully cqual to the duties and difficultics of
government.  The premature death of Leo
left her the uncontrolled exercise of authority,
and the guardianship of an infant son ; and
now it was that the ambition of the Kmpress
ignored the affection of the parent. In
order to incapacitate her ¢hild for the fune-
tions of sovereignty, sht deliberately neg-
lected his education, nd permitted him to
grow up in idleness and ignorance, though,
by her command, ke was early initiated in
the wicked mysterieg of vice, and due care
was taken that his boyish excesses should
not be concealed from the people.  Still,
Constantine—for so he was named—became
the hope of a faction, yearning to scize the
uneasy helm of the State; and he was in-
duced to sanction a design for the deposition
of his mother, and his own eclevation to
supreme power. The intrigue, however,
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was scasonably discovered by Ivene, who
frustrated its operation, scized and severely
punished the conspirators, and subjected the
rebellious Ismperor to the awful chastisement
of therod. A émeute of the Armeniart guard
ultimately accomplished his deliverahice *and
his ruin.  Afver banishing Jhis mother, Con-
stantine took sullen possession of the throne,
but retained around him the treacherous
cunuchs of Irene. A clandestine corre-
spoudence  was  opened  with  the fallen
Empress; and her misgnided son too late
discovered his danger, and sonwht safety i in
an ignominious flight. e was arrested on
the opposite shore ofethe Bosphorus as he
alighted from his gallty, and quickly sur-
rounded by the partlbans of his mother,
who, r wu'dless of his .commands, and his
more earnest and moving entreaties, dragged
him back to Constantinople, and immured
him in a lonely chamber, in the heart of the
palace. It was in this very apartment that
the unfortunate Constantine had first beheld
the light; and here, in the gloom and
silence of midnight, the cruel myrmidons
of Irene stealthily approached his couch,
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plunged their daggers into his eyes, and
doomed him to eternal darkness. Irene was
again Empresss but her triumph was puor-
chased by the violation of the tenderest
claimg of nature, as well as the first dictates
of religion; anfl her restoration was pro-
claimed aipidst othe suppressed exeerations
of the populace. TIn-that ignorant and cre-
dulous age, Heaven itself was supposed to
mark its anger at her crime, by a total
eclipse of the sun, which for seventeen days
withheld its light from the affrighted world -
and five years of wise and suceessful govern-
ment failed to retrieve her reputation. Her
rule was terminated Py ascabal of cunuchs,
and the mistress of the Roman world was,
in her last years, compelled to carn a scanty
subsistence by the labour of her hands.

The carcer of the Kmpress Theodora,
consort of the stern and implacable Theo-
philus, was, in some respects, not dissimilar
to that of Irene, though, under correspond-
ing circumstances, her prigdence or her
virtues preserved her from similar guilt.
Theophilus selected his Queen in a manner
more besceming a barbarous than a civilized

c3
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monarch, but which, notwithstanding, had
the advantage of affording a wide latitude
of choice. Assembling all the most beau-
tiful maidens in the empire, he ranged them
in a double line in the prineipal saldon of
his palace ; and attired in tlfe imperial robes,
with the purple mantle drooping from his
shoulders, passed in state through the open
ranks of the lovely company, holding in his
hand a golden apple, destined as the prize
of the victress. Amidst such a throng, even
an Emperor might feel embarrassed, and the
bewildered Theophilus wavered between the
heauty of Theodora’and the dazzling charms
of Icasia. ‘“ Woman,” ‘ne observed, glancing
at the latter, “has done much evil in the
world.”  “ And %urelyt sire,” answered
Icasia, *“she has likewise been the instru-
ment of much good.” The monarch was
offended at the retort, and gave the apple
and his hand to the silent Theodora.
Theodora was left, like Irene, the guardian
of her son, when he had only attained his
fifth year, and she administered the govern-
ment for a considerable period with consum-
mate ability and judgment. Her care, how-
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ever, could not preserve the heir of Theo-
philus from the corrupting vermin of the
palace; and the young Emperor was an
adept in sin, while he was yet a child in
years! Oun regching the age of eighteen, he
aspired to govern alone; and after a faint
redistance, Thegdora abdicated the reins of
power, and withdrew, in sullen majesty,
from an ungrateful court. All restraint
was now removed {from the inhuman Michael,
and, in his flagitious reign, he surpassed the
vices, without displaying the graces of Nero,
and was linally stabbed in his bed by Basil,
his favourite chamberlain, whom he had
raised from the royal stable to be his as-
sassin and successor:

Constantine IX, was sthe last male de-
scendant of Basil, and in his dwhmn(r years
he looked with apprehcnswn to the future
of his three daughters, whose maiden hands
were, in so troublous a period, when the em-
pire was threatened by the advancing host
of the Saracens, but ill adapted to sustain
a reeling throne. In this dilemma they
were invited to embrace the yoke and
honourable protection of matrimony; but
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Fudocia, the eldest of the sisters, had
already devoted herself to a monastic life,
Theodora shrank from the hymencal altar;
and only Zoe, the youngest, at the prudent
age of forty-cight, could be prevailed upon
to accept the incumbrance of a husbahd.
Her choice fell on a married, man, Romaifus
Avgyrus, but he refused, when unexpectedly
apprised of his clection, to abandon a spouse
whom he tenderly loved for the hand of a
presumptive Empresss and it was not till
his wife abdicated her place, and huried
herself in the cell of a convent, that a threat
of putting out his eyes wrung from Romanus
a reluctant compliance~ The death of Con-
stantipe raised him {o the throne, but the
affections  of the - Empress were  already
transferred to his chamberlain, Michacl, and
the faithless Zoe presented, with a smile, a
draught of poison to her husband. Michael,
if he did not abet, connived at her treason,
and while the corpse of Romanus was yet
scarcely cold, he was solemnly united to the
murderess and  admitted to shave the de-
graded diadem. But remorse, the stern
avenger, which cuters the gate: of palaces
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as easily as the open door of a hovel, haunted
and distracted the guilty Michael’; and sur-
rounded by the ensigns of power, he could
see nothing but the frowning speectre of
Romznus. g sought to atone for his crime
by fasts and vieils, and left his wife and
mbserable subjegts to the domination of his
brother Johm, one of. the tribe of cunuchs,
who, himself excluded from the suceession,
induced Zoe, in a fatal moment, to adopt as
her heir his nephew Michael, the son of
another brother, and, at length, to invest
the unknown youth with the supreme autho-
rity.  Michael’s first act was to insult and
imprison his henefactress, and he would
probably have procteded to take her Jife, if
a popular tumult, provoled by, his tyranny,
had not rescued her from his hands, at the
same time hurling him from the throne, and
punishing his ingratitude with the loss of his
eyes. Sixty years had not cooled the ardour
of Zoe, and at the entreaty of her subjects,
she willingly espoused a thipd husband, and
consented to share his affections with a pre-
vious claimant, who, while Zoe was saluted
as Empress, rcceived the inferior title of
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Augusta. On the death of her hushand,
Constantine X., who sarvived the unhappy
Empress, the erown devolved on Theodora,
but her rcign was merely nominal, and she
not unwillingly resigned the eares of rdyalty
for the gloomy repose of the grave. Her
dcath paved the way, after a short in-
terval, for the accession, by a military and
popular revolt, of the august -house of the
Comneni.

The illustrious Anna Comnena, a scholar
and an author, has bequecathed us, in her
history of the reign of her father, the Em-
peror Alexius, a literary memorial of the
virtues of her race: It is naturally coloured
by the affectionate partiblity of a daughter,
and, perhaps, of a‘partisan—for Anna was
herself involved in the cvents she deseribes;
but, notwithstanding the opposing testimony
of the Latin writers, we may safely conclude
that the tribute she pays to the character of
her parent was not wholly unmerited. That
Alexius was prone to dissimulation, how-
ever, is proved by incontestable evidence,
voluntarily though unthinkingly tendered,
under circumstances which give it peculiar
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force. His consort Irene was desirous of
securing the succession to Anna, instead of
leaving it to the male line; and in his last
moments, she besieged his pillow with this
unnattiral request. The dying Emperor
may be’ forgiven that, as his eyes werce about
to ¢lose for, everson the illusive grandeur of
earthly power, he replied by an evasive ob-
servation on the vanity of human wishes,
eliciting fromm Irene the severe retort—
“You die, as you have livé, a hypocrite !”

But though Alexius withheld his sanction
from her pretensions, Anna, supported by
the injudicious preference of Irenc, did not
tamely submit to the*loss of the crown, and
she was forming & powerful conspiracy
against her brothes, Joln the, Handsome,
when her design was discovered and be;
trayed by her timid husband. Her dis-
appointment at the result wasonly cqualled
by her indignation against the traitor.
“ Nature,” she bitterly cried, ¢ has made
a mistake, and given me thesoul of a man,
and that of a woman to Bryennius.” The
Emperor spared her life, which the voice of
nature, if not of pity, forbade him to de-



40 MAHOMMEDAN INVASION,

stroy 5 but he seized her palace and domains,
and instm'ltly bestowed them on a favourite
Turkish courtier. The Turk, eclipsing the
generosity of the Christian, respectfully de-
clined the gift, and begged that it "might
be restored to the destitute princess.  Tlis
request was granted, and Anna thus secured
an honourable and dignified retreat.

Anna witnessed the arrival in the East of
the first Crusaders, whom Peter the Hermit,
by his eloqucnc@ and fanaticism, summoned
from every nook of Hurope to fight under
the banner of the Cross, and whom the
effeminate citizens” of Constantinople po-
, lit’ely saluted with the’epithet of barbarians.
But these dubious allies of the empire op-
posed but o feebic check to the new and
invincible power, which, rising in the de-
serts of Arabia, now broke in headlong
waves over the whole face of Asia. Ma-
homet, or Mohammed, the originator of
this mighty movement, cxercised too great
an influence on the destinies of the world,
and especially *of woman, not to find a place
in our narrative; but from the neccessity
of compression, we can but glance at his
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character, and faintly reflect his strange
and marvellous history. '
Mohammed was a native of the city of
Mecca, in Arabia, and a scion of the illus-
trious® race of Ilashem, of the tribe of
Koreish.  His duather bore the name of
Alfdallah, and ,was so distinguished for
his personal beauty, that his marriage
with Amina," the mother of the prophet,
broke the gentle hearts of two hundred
maidens, who siimultancosly expired on
the nuptial day. Ilis sowr inherited the
fatal gift, and a{ the age of twenty-five,
made a conquest of his® mistress, the rich
and noble Cadijah, who hestowed her hand
on her engaging dopestic.  Mohammed
was now, by the ample fortung of his wife,
restored to the rank and position of his
ancestors, of which he had been deprived,
on the premature death of his father while
he was yct a child, by the unscrupulous
frauds of his nearest kindred ; but, though
raised to independence, he, continued to
devote himself to the pursuits of commerce,
and it was not till his forticth ycar that,
abandoning this modest vocation, he for-
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mally announced himself as the messenger
and prophet of God.

Brought up in the precinets, and almost
under the roof of the Caaba, or temple of
Meccca, which was entrusted to the gudrdian-
ship of his family, the mind of” Mohamnied,
naturally grave, had carly begn imbued
with religious feelingy and inclined to re-
ligious contemplation. 'Travel, observation,
and a free intercourse with foreigners, par-
ticularly with thé Jews and various Christian
sects of Syria, materially enlarged his ideas 5
and as he advanced in age, he began to
recoil from the grotesque or. hideous idols
enshrined in the: Cagba, and to look for
some purer object of ;adoration and worship.
Every year, during the month of RRamadan,
he flew from Mececca and fhe eyes of society ;
and for thirty days entombed himself in the
gloomy cave of Hera, with no companion
but his thoughts. Meditation is the mother
of delusions, as well as the most genuine
source of inspiration. In the cave of Hera,
Mohammed entered the darker cavern of his
own mind ; he looked round with the torch
of enthusiasm, and thought it was the light-
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ning of God. His rapt imagination, fas-
cinated by beatific visions—by the spell of
onc unchanging, overpowering idea, was
raised to the scventh Heaven, brought be-
fore thiec Diving Throne, instructed to en-
lighten *and reclaim mankind, and received
a néw but gpurios Gospel in those delusive
words—*“ There is but one God, and Mo-
hammed is His prophet.”

The first couvert to the new faith was the
loving Cadijah, who, having alrcady given
Mohammed her heart, could not deny him
her soul. Zeid, his slave, his cousin Alj,
and the wealthy AbukeKer, were the next
acquisitions of the pPophet; and three te-
dious ycars were devoted to the conversion
of fourteen persons  Surrounded by this
band, Mohammed, amidst the convivial fel-
lowship of a banquet, divulged his mission
to the principal sheiks of the race of Hashem.
“ Who among you,” he then asked, “will
be my companion and vizier ?” A pro-
found silence scized the astonighed assembly,
till Ali, a youth of fourteen, impatiently ex-
claimed, “I, O prophet! am the man; and
whosoever rises against you, I will dash out
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his tecth, tear out his eyes, break his legs,
rip up his belly. O, prophet! I will be thy
vizier.” The sturdy youth was instantly
named to the office, and fully did he redeem
his savage promise.

But the doctrines of Mohammed, $triking
at the very heart of the ancient rcMgion,
made but little progress in Mecea, while
they arrayed against him every votary of
superstition, and every enemy of change.
The accession of Abu Sophian to the go-
vernment of Mecea gave strength and bold-
ness to his enemies, and it was determined
that a man from_every tribe should be de-
puted to take his life, so as to preclude
his family, when the “tragic event should
become knewn, ffom demanding reparation
for the murder.  An angel—or a woman—
warned Mohammed of his danger, and he
owed his escape from death to a timely flight.
But the assassing were soon on his track, and
he was obliged to take refuge in the cave of
Thor, a few miles from the city, where in
company with the faithful Abukecker, one
of his carliest ccnverts, he remained in
momentary expectation of discovery. Once
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they heard the voices of their baffled pur-
suers at the mouth of the cavern. ¢ We are
only two,” whispered Abukeker. ¢ There
is a third,” answered Mohammed : it is
God.” " Their escape was indeed miracu-
lous’; and a spidér’s web across the opening
of til(’o:we, indweing a supposition that no
one could have recently entered, preserved
the scer from the daggers of his encmies.
Under the friendly protection of night he
abandoned his covert, and with difficulty
made his way to Medina—an incident com-
memorated by the Mahommedan cra of the
Hegira, or flight, the basls of Asiatic chro-
nology.

Mohammed was receiwed at Medina with
shouts of triumph. «Fige hundred citizens,
arrayed in their best.attire, presented them-.
selves as his escort 5 and the people saluted
him as their sovereign, while they revered
him as a Prophet. ¢ If we are slain in your
service,” asked a band of Sheiks, “what
will be our reward 2 ¢ Paradise,” was the
prompt reply ; and that promise, so liberally
given, without condition or reservation, sur-
rounded him with armed legions, and finally

b
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established his spiritual sway from the Indus
to the Nile.

The Paradise of Mohammed was expressly
adapted to the cravings of an Eastern ima-
gination. On the wide pleins and in the
arid descrts of Asia, even' within the walls
of its cities, water is the fi=st necessofly and
luxury of life 5 and the Mohammedan Hea-
ven presents to the faithful o pleasant pic-
ture of crystal fountains, throwing up their
waters .in cool recesses, overshadowed by
verdant trees. Here every dutiful son of
the Prophet is surrounded by seventy-two
wives, all graceful as fairies, and possessing,
among other incomparable charms, hlack
eyes of the most bewitching degeription.
Women ar¢ not excluded from this tangible
Elysium, but the joys they are to inherit,
unlike those of men, are veiled by a wise
silence.

Four wives are allotted by the Koran as
the earthly portion of a believer; but a
special revelation from Heaven, which was
never lacking in an emergeney, gave an
unlimited number to Mohammed ; and the
capacious heart of the Prophet afforded
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ample room for cleven consorts. These
mortal houris inhabited separate dwellings,
clustered round the humble abode of Mo-
hammed like grapes on a vine ; and lived,
like hiinsclf, with the greatest simplicity,
on dates, barley-bread, and honey. It is
singﬁl&r that they were all widows, with
the solitary exception® of Ayesha, his fa-
vourite, who—so carly does woman attain
maturity under an Arabian sun—was but
nine years old when she became his bride.
Possessing the advantages of personal beauty
and a persuasive tongue, in addition to his
religious and military refnlmtiou, Mohams
med rarely sued in vain; yet Tlead, the
daughter of Omeya, a young and beautifal
widow, was, at firse, epposed to his ad-
dresses. ¢ Alas, prophet of God!” she
cried, ““how can you expect happiness with
me? I am no longer young: I have a son;
and I am naturally prone to jealousy.”
“As to your age,” replied Mohammed,
“ thou art much younger thand: as to thy
son, he will find in me a father: as to thy
Jjealousy, I will pray to Allah to pluck it
from thy heart.” Such logic was irresist-
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ible, and’ the fair Ilcad gave a Dblushing
consent.

The later domestic career of Mohammed
affords a striking contrast to that of his
carlier life, when, for twenty-four years, he
remained constant in his nonourable attach-
ment to Cadijah, admitting no other spouse
to his house till sht had ccased to exist.
To the last, she retained a teuder place in
his memory, and his continual reference to
her amiable qualitics, as an example of
female excellence, excited the ire, if not the
jealousy, of the blooming Ayesha. < You
forget she was aged I” observed the offended
beauty. ““ God has now given you a better
wife.” By Allah, no!” returned Mahom-
med, with noble emotion: ““a better there
could not be! When I was poor, she made
me rich ; and when I was mocked and de-
rided, she believed in me.”

Aycesha had no reason to complain of
Mohammed’s affection for the dead, since
she might be well assured, from the marked
preference he always showed for her, that
she need fear no rival among the living.
Her very follies invoked his tenderness, or
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claimed his protection 3 and when her in-
discreet conduct gave rise to a secrious
charge, for which there appears to have
been but too good grounds, he resorted to his
ordinary device of a divine revelation to clear
her aspersed  character.  She maintained
her gascendancy over him for the remainder
of his days,*and &u her lap his head reclined
at the sad hour of death.

After she became a widow, Ayesha, in
her bitter enmity to Ali, the son-in-law of
Mohammed, joined the malignant faction of
Telha and Zobeir, who, on the assassination
of Othman, the third suegessor of the Pro-
phet in the Caliphate of the faithful, unfurlee
the standard of revolf. At the memorable
battle of Bussora, which® ended in the total
destruction of the rebels, she wa§ present in
a litter in the midst 6f the fight ; but though®
the vehicle was completely riddled by jave-
lins, and seventy men who successively
held her camel were killed or disabled, she
escaped unhurt. The vietor treated her
with lenity and indulgence, *and she was
conveyed from the field by a guard of wo-
men, attired as soldiers, who finally escorted
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her to the holy city of Medina, where, pre-
cluded from contracting a second marriage,
she passed the remnant of her life as a
mourner at the sacred tomb of Mohammed.
Next to Ayesha, one of the most cele-
brated women of the Mahdmmedan 7dyime
was Zobceida, consort of the (Caliph }Luoun-
al-Raschid, the contemporary and fricnd of
Charlemagne.  This lovely princess was cn-
dowed with all the attractions which fas-
cinate and enchain the Asiatic mind. A
complexion fair as morning was lit up by
eyes black, soft, and lustrous; and dark
silk tresses waved, like the shadows of a
snmmer night, from her pure and dazzling
forchead. The gentjg disposition of Zo-
beida, which no ciicumstance cver rufiled,
gave additional force to her charms; and
*before she raised the ‘jealous gossamer of
her veil, man’s susceptible heart was van-
quished by the sweetness of her voice.  Her
influence was always exercised in the cause
of humanity, in the interest of the poor, the
weak, and tht innocent; and many a ro-
mantic tale celebrates her beauty, and grate-
fully commends her clemency and tender-
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ness.  =he reigned without a rival in the
noble heart of Haroun% and a stately cdi-
fice at Tabreez, rising to the height of
cighty feet, and krown by the appellation
of Zobheida’s Tower, remains to this day a

memerial of the ove and devotion she in- -

spircl in the Compuander of the Faithful.
The Babylonian Caliphate was overthrown
by Mabmid, Shah of Persia, aided by a
tribe of Seythian origin, called the Turco-
mans, or Scljukian Turks. This new race
of Mahommedans, after subduing and then
tosing the devastated provinees of Syria and
Palestine, made their way into Greeee; and

at the commencement of the fourteenth cen-

tury, the celehrated Osman, from whom the

Tuarks derive their popular appgllation of

Osmanlis, laid at Neapol.is, on the ruins of a
Roman city, the slender and precarious
foundations of the present Turkish empire.
The Tife of Ottoman women is still regu-
lated by the Koran, which, with the collected
precepts of Mohamed, precisely defines
their position in society, or rather in the
family of their hushands, their domestic rela.
tions, and their conjugal dutics. These,
D 2

.
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however, are of the narrowest limits, parti-
cularly among the fpper classes; and a
Turkish lady passes her days in smoking
tobacco, listening to extravagant stories,
applauding the agile movements of hired
dancing-girls, or embroidering slippers. *Her
life is consumed by idlengss, languor, “and
ennui her mind is harassed by the petty
rivalrics and miserable intrigues of a dis-
tracted houschold 5 and she knows no world
beyond the little sphere of the harem.  Pri-
vacy she is never permitted, even if she
could wish to scek the companionship of a
racant and weary mind; and scervants, or
rather slaves, in'an attitude of homage, con-
tinually watch her looks, while she sits
cross-legged on a sumptuous couch, the dra-
Jpery of her ﬁowin:q robe studiously and
gracefully arranged, so as to suffer only her
tiny feet to be seen.

‘The childhood of Turkish females is not
subject to the harsh restrictions of later
years, and young girls, wearing no veil but
their own innocence, attend the same schools
as boys, and have the range of their parental
home, without being confined to the limits
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of the harem. In some respects, the result
almost justifies their subsequent seclusion,
as neither in mind nor manners are they
improved by an intercourse which, by law
and cdstom, their mothers are prevented
froni sharing, ahd, consequently, ecannot
overlook. <At the most impressionable age,
they insensibly acquite a coarseness and
levity, which they are never able entirely to
discard; and the carcless training of the
child is but too apparent in the free de-
meanour of the mother.

Turkey  scrupulously . Withholds  from
woman the rank, though not the dazzling
splendours, ol royaltyf The mother of the
reigning Sultan, indeed; enjoys the proud
title of Sultana, butsthe.ladics of* the palace
are merely styled Kaduns, and are not ad-
mitted to the dignity of marriage. Abdul
Mesjid, the present sovercign of Turkey,
has confided his domestic happiness to five
Kaduns, who reside in the stately chambers
of the Seraglio, and are sedulonsly attended
by two thousand female slaves, the ministers
of their will, their pleasures, and their
caprice.
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The broad platcaux of the Caucasus,
which first afforded a home to the human
race, are still the cradle and nursery of the
mothers of Turkey. In the lap of those
stupendous mountains, the Alps of the East,
in the glens of Circassia and the smiling
valleys of Georgia, Ottoman gold has found
a market of beauty, where it may purchase
its rarest specimens. My intrepid friend
Captain Spencer, one of the few Kuropeans
who has penetrated into the Caucasian fast-
nesses, declares that ¢ the beauty of feature
and symmetry of form for which the Circas-
sian race arc so cclebrated, have not been
exaggerated.  The pure mountain air gives
a freshness to thcir hcomplexion not to be
expected in such 2 latitude. That of the
women is delicately clear, and as they esti-
mate at its full value the charms of a pretty
person, they leave no means untried to im-
prove their beauty.”

The Circassians c¢xhibit many of the
usages comiuon to other Hastern nations, in
respect to their treatment of women : young
girls, as in Turkey, are under no restraint
as to their associates, till they attain a cer-
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tain age, gencrally nine or ten, but from that
time they live exclusively with their own
sex, and never appear among mcn without
the protecton of a veil. At their marriage,
the briﬁegroom,’or his parents, if he is still
in dejacu(lence on them, present the father of
the bride with a* dower, varying in value
with the social rank of*the lady, or his own
means and position. But the most heautiful
Circassian women arc bought up by Jews
and Armenians, for the purpose of supplying
the harems of Turkey, Iigypt, and Persia,
and, in fact, form the staple export of the
country.

Such are the women of the dominant race
in the once potent, but never free Byzantine
territory. Ior four®cemturics tlic Mahom-
medan power, now appearing on one side,
now on another, hung, like a dark thuuder-
cloud, over the shattered fabric of the cem-
pire, which retained the name, without the
vitality of a nation. On the morning of the
29th May, 1453, the long-imptnding storm
burst forth with irresistible might ; and the
imperial city of Constantinople, with its
churches, its gorgeous palaces, and its mise-
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rable inhabitants, fell, after a feeble resist-
ance, into the hands of the Moslems. A
crowd of helpless women fled for refuge to
the cathedral of St. Sophia, as if a ("hristian
temple, however venerable, could ‘protect
them from the violence and the Ci’ucr’gy of
the Mussclman. Too soem they were un-
deceived.  The inexbrable Sultan Mahom-
med rode on horscback into the cathedral,
followed by a legion of ruffians: he gal-
loped through . the terrified suppliants to
the steps of the altar; and there, amidst
breathless silence, proclaimed the new and
ascendant faith—*There is but one God,
and Mahommed is his Prophet.”

It was the watchword of destruction, and
a terrible shrick announced that the fearful
work had beguu.
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I
BARBAROUS NATIONS.

Tnx condition of woman shas always heen
the most degraded the nearer we approach
to a state of nature, or, rather, the less we
are raised above the level and mere animal
characteristics of the brute creation. Among
savage nations, she i still a hewer of wood
and drawer of water, providing by her labour
for the daily sustenance and support of her
family, while man, abdicating his natural
duties, lives in shameful indolence and case.
This inversion of nature has, as a matter of
course, distorted and perverted her disposi-
tion: her heart has been literally unstrong,

and, like a broken musical instrument, has

D3
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completely lost its harmony. It is truc that,
in some cases, the beautiful lineaments of
the female character have remained apparent
in the lowest depths of human debasement ;
but the gencral effect of savage life is to
steel her tender feclings, to 1>]udx upr her
sympathics, to deaden ler” Lﬂ@CthHS, and to
destroy her mod(,stv\. She hecomes a éurse
to man, instead of a blessing, for in this
abjeet, irredeemable servitude, she serves
but to develop, foster, and sustain his worst
propensities.

We are warrauted in concluding, {rom
their extraordihary length of days, the in-
credible hardships they endured, and the
wonderful duration of their Dbeauty, that
women in pmmeva] times were endowed with
physical powers surpassing very far those of
modern experience; and it was to be ex-
pected that, under such circumstances, they
should make an attempt to throw off the
yoke which man had imposed upon them.
Probably some incident of this kind gave
rise to the community of Amazons, or Ama-
zonides, who for many ages preserved their
independence as a female nation. Their
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very name was significant of their despe-
rate character, being derived from their in-
human custom of burning out the right
breast, that they might, on reaching matu-
rity, hurl a javelin with more foree, and use
more freedow in drawing the bow. They
are alluded to by Priam, whom they assisted
against the Greeks, :ilthough, as we learn
from his own lips, *he had previously been
numbered among their cnemies— :
“In Phrygia once were gallant armies known,

In ancient timne, when Otaus filled the throne,

‘When godlike Mygdon led their troops of horse,

And I, to join them, raised $he Trojan force:

Against the manlike Apnazons®we stood,

And Sangar’s stream ran purple with their blood.”

The fierce resolution,” dgring, and uncon-

querable intrepidity “of the Amazons, werc a
proverb among the ducients, and they were’
held in dread by the greatest heroes and
most powerful nations. Their partial subju-
gation formed the ninth labour of Hercules,
and was afterwards assigned to Bellerophon,
as a surc means of effecting hi§ destruction.
As the basis of their union, all association
with men was strictly prohibited, except
during a few days in the year, when, throw-
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ing aside their warlike character, they visited
the surrounding kingdoms, and were per-
mitted, by special treaties, to depart unmo-
lested. According to Justin, they barba-
rously ‘strangled their sons, as soon as they
came into the world, but Diodorus affirms
that they mercly distorted’their’ limhs, and
others assert, with more probability, that
they offered the despised infants no vio-
lence, but courteously handed them over to
their fathers. The fortunate daughter of an
Amazon was reserved for a higher and more
ambitious destiny. I'rom her infaucy  she
was inured to ¢very kind of hardship, and
after submitting to the cruel initial rite, was
carefully trained jin'the use of the bow and
spear, the javelin and deadly sling, as soon
as she could move her'arms. At an carly
age she took the field, and encountered in
mortal combat the most formidable legions
of antiquity.

The Amazons were originally scated in
Cappadocia, on the rugged banks of the
Thermodon; hut, as their numbers increased,
they extended their narrow territory, by
successive acquisitions, as far as the Caspian
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sca, and, at onc time, actually contended for
the empire of Asia.  Of their cities, Smyrna
still remains to attest their ancient puissance,
and they were also the founders of Ephesus,
Magnesia, Thyhtira, and Themseyra. The
lastewas the capital of their dominions; and
long retained ity original importance, but
the Amazons, as a ll.:'LtiOll, probably never
recovered from their signal defeat by the
Greeks, so emphatically referred to by
Priam. Ilerodotus mentions that the victors,
after dividing the spoil, filled three large
ships with captive Amazous, and put to sea,
when the indomitablg heromes suddenly fell
upon them, and cut, them in picces.  The
wind and waves carriedl ghe doomed ships
to Cremni, in Scythia, where the liherated
band, reswming théir bows and javelins,
which they found on board, boldly landed.
They were instartly attacked by tI% Scy-
thians, and a sanguinary Dbattle cnsued,
which, however, led, in the end, to a more
frieudly meeting, and ultimaicly the Ama-
zons consented to accept a party of Scythian
youths as their husbands. But it was stipu-
lated on their part, as the first condition of
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this compact, that the bridegrooms were to
abandon their country, and scek some new
unoccupicd territory, where their wives
would be at liberty to follow their own cus-
toms, without being fettered by those of
Seythia; and accordingly the whole eom-
pany resolutely crossed the Tanais, and
founded, on the borders of Lake Meaotis,
the powerful tribe of the Sauromata.  The
marriage laws of this race, onc of the most
barbarous of the Seythian hordes, preserved
a tradition of their Amazonian origin, and
no maiden was permitted to marry till she
had killed an” enewy, “in consequence
of which,” says the grave historian, “some
of them dic of  old age without heing
married, as they are not able to satisfy the

2

law.

A large body of the Amazons, when they
could fo longer maintain their independence
in Asia, emigrated to Africa, and there
established a new kingdom, which soon
acquired considerable importance. Some
of the ancients indeced—and among them
Strabo—doubt whether the Amazons ever
existed, and consider their entire history to
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be fabulous, but it 18 too well attested to be
thus disposed of, and is not so inconsistent
with reason as to warrant rejection.  Strabo
himself mentions a community of women of
very Sil.llilﬂ.l‘ cliagacter.  1le tells s that in
theeocean, at no great distance from the iron
coast of Gaul, llere is a small island, inha-
bited exclusively by women, who, neglecting
the other gods, devote themselves particu-
larly to the worship of Bacchus, adoring
him with numecrous mystic rites and sacri-
fices.  They only associate with men at
certain festivals, when ,they cross to the
mainland, but no wan, on any pretence
whatever, is ever permitted to visit the
island.  Among othef parbarous usages,
these untamable women had a éustom, onee
a year, of removing' the roof from the vene-
rated temple of their idol, cach bringing to
the spot a pack of fresh materials to form a
new one, and whoever suffered her burden
to fall, as she approached the edifice, was
solemnly apportioned as a sactifice, and torn
in picces by the others. ¢ It invariably
happens,” adds Strabo, ¢¢ that one drops her
pack, and so becomes a victim.”
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But the hasty ohjections of the incredu-
lous may be met by the fact, not so easily
disputed, that Amazons exist to this day in
the Dbenighted regions of Africa; gnd the
army of the too notorious King of Dahomey
includes a large corps of these mawtial
viragos. Not more than a ycm: ago, they
fought a pitched battle with the men of a
neighbouring nation, and the couflict was
witnessed, with equal terror and horror, hy
two English missionaries, who watched its
progress {rom an adjacent eminence.  The
Amazons were ultimately compelled to re-
tire, but not till" they had severely suffered,
and inflicted nearly equal injury on their
sturdier adversaries.

Various barbarous nations of antiquity
availed themselves of the services of women
in war, and Ilcrodotus mentions, among
other examples, the Zaveces, who employed
their wives and daunghters to drive their war-
chariots, thus placing them in the very front
of battle. The Machlyes and the Auses,
two Libyan tribes, living on the shores of
Lake Tritonis, carefully trained their women
to the use of arms; and once a year, on
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the festival of their patron goddess Minerva,
the vireing of cach nation, forming thém-
sclves into two hostile companies, attacked
cach other before the temple with stones
and cldbs, contending for the mastery with
desperate resolution. At the close of the
fight, the <nost deautiful of the survivors
was presented with @ sword and a sump-
tuous suit of armour; and then, amidst the
acclamations of Dboth sexes, installed in a
chariot, and conducted in triumph round the
lake.

The Libyan women generally, as might
he expeeted from this brutalizing custom,
were ina very low® condition, hoth in a
social and moral respeet.  They paid little
attention to their persoys, and their dress of
leather, mantled with dyed goatskin, was,
in that warm climate, not the most con-
ducive to cleanliness; hence their bodies
were covered with vermin, which, we learn
from Herodotus, they were in the habit of
biting in two, and then thvowing away.
Their hair was suffered to grow to a great
length, falling in dishevelled tresses over
their shoulders below the waist, and they
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wore no ornament, either as maidens or ma-
trons, except a brass chain fastened round
each leg, and perhaps designed as a badge
of scrvitude. They became wives at a very
carly age; but no man was permitted to
marry, till the King had had the tefusal of
his bride.

Next to the Libyaus, the Thracians were
among the most barbarous of the nations of
antiquity ; and the women of this race, sub-
jected to the same abject thraldom, were
proportionately depraved. One custom of
the Crestonaan horde is worth recording.
Ou the death of ‘a (Erestonzmu, his wives
assembled with his friends in the family
tent, or hut, and warmly disputed as to who
had been lis favourite, each adducing evi-
«dence in support of her own pretensions.
The fortunate victor in the contest was car-
ried to the tomb of her hushand, and there,
in presence of the others, strangked by her
nearest .relative, and buricd with the dead
man ; on which the surviving wives, envying
her felicity, burst into loud lamentations at
their unhappy fate, in being obliged to out-
live this public disgrace.
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A practice somewhat similar prevailed

among the Scythians, though, in their case,
it was followed only at the funcral of a King.
The corpse of the monarch, after being care-
fully embalmed, and encased in a coat of
rax, was laid in a large pit on a hed of
leaves, and covered over with mats; and
his favourite wife, brought to the spot in
a sumptuous chariot, was then publicly
strangled, and deposited by his side. At
the same time, his cook, page, groom, and
courier, with four fleet horses, and o number
of other animals, were also slaughtered, so
that they might accompany the deceased
pair on their my sterioud® j journey, and gold
goblets were provided or the accommoda-
tion of the party, that ~they might want for
nothing on the road.-

Except at the funeral of a King, the
Scythians rarcly put a woman to death;
and though it was customary, in admi-
nistering the laws, to punish the family
of a criminal as well as himself, his wives
and daughters were invariably spared, and
even their personal offences were visited
with comparatively light penalties. By
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their husbands, however, they were very
barbarously used, and condemned to the
most degrading bondage.

In one of their marauding expeditions to
Media, the Scythians weresso long’ absent
from home, that their wives, supposing they
had been killed in battle, or were:detained in
captivity, formed a matrimonial alliance with
‘their slaves ; and on the return of the vightful
lords, all parties were, to their mutual dis-
may, involved in a very disagrecable em-
broilment. The slaves, however, were de-
termined not to resign-cither their consorts
Qr their liberty, and a fierce battle ensuced,
in which both sides%f]‘)crienccd arcat losses,
though necither could claim the victory. In
this dilemha a Seythian chief proposed that
*each man should single out his own slaves,
and, laying aside his how and javelin, ride
at them with a horsewhip, when, from force
of habit, they would prol.ably tale to flight,
and naturally fall into their old subjection.
The manceuvre, which was instantly put
in practice, succeceded admirably, and, by
this bold measure, the Scythians recovered
at once both their wives and their slaves.
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The Scythians derived many of their
social usages from the Iyperboreans, a
still more northerly nation, of very remote
antiquity, being mentioned incidentally both
by Hesiod and.Homer. VVorwn were ad-
mittetd by the HyPerboreans to the highest
offices of roligion, which, though a practice
common among the @recks, was a rare
occurrence among barbarians, particularly
in the north. The Britons, indeed, included
women in the Druidical order; and the
Satrwe, a Thracian horde, who long preserved
their independence, entrusted the oracle
of Bacchus to the exclisive carc of a
_priestess. But these® instances were no-
table exceptions to the vule, and in most
cases, the religious fungtions were wholly
appropriated by men.,

The peculiar religious institutious of the
Hyperboreans were established in honour
of two virgins, Hyperoche and Laodice, or,
as some say, Arge and Opis, who proceeded
as missionaries into the neighbeuring coun-
tries, and met their death at Delos.  Their
memory was perpetuated in the marriage--
ceremony of the Hyperboreans, and no
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union was complete, till the bride, arrayed
in nuptial attire, laid one of her flowing
tresses, wound round a distaff, on the tomb
of the two virgins, in the temple of Diana,
where the bridegroom also deposited  a
votive lock, twined round a plapt, - and
the marriage was thus announced to their
kindred and friends.

Among the harbarous nations of Western
Europe, the sex held a position little, if at
all, in advance of that which it filled in the
North and the East. Strabo has preserved
some particulars respecting the women of
Iberia, which give a melancholy picture of
their condition.  Their degradation, indeed,
seems to have resulted, not so much from
absolute il]-treatmeilt, as from the ancient
Jusages of the country, which awarded to
woman the province of toil, and that of
war to man. It is true, they were assigned
also a part in the public festivals, and, like
the Spanish damsels of the present day,
joined in the dance hand in hand with men.
But the yoke of servitude imposed upon
them, cven at a time when every sentiment
of nature pleaded for commiseration, was
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never relaxed, and it was a common occur-
rence for children to be born while their
mothers were actually working in the field.
Such habits naturally destroyed the sensi-
bility, as well ag hardened and defaced the
character, and thes Iberian women were but
too frongly imbrued with the fierce spirit
of their mates.  Strabq relates that, in the
war against the Canfabrians, mothers de-
liberately murdered their children rather
than sulfer them to be captured; and on
one occasion, an Iberian woman slew a
number of her fellow-captives as the only
means of terminating thetr slavery. But
with all their ferocity? they. possessed one
weakuess common toe the sex in  every
country : they were extremely.s fond of
dress.  Looking back some twenty cen-
turics, we may trace the rudiment of the
Spanish mantilla in the head-gear of the
Iberian belle, which, secured to a fillet of
iron, encircling the head, fell in folds over
one side of her face and her sljoulders, or
could be made to veil the whole counte-
nance, at the will of the wearer. The jet
locks were worn long, though ladies of
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more refined taste, not satisfied with the
arrangements of nature, shaved the centre
of the bead, so as to acquire prematurely
that glossy baldness, which it is now the
generous aim of Macassar to prevent. Their
garments, still resembling ¢he present fashion
of Spain, were uniformly black, but“were
profusely, if not tastefully embroidered—
a proof that the hard, rugged toil of hus-
bandry had not impaired their dexterity
with the ncedle. Nor did it in any way
affect the natural grace of their movements,
which, with the glances of their dark eyes,
secured them considerable influence with
‘the sterner séx;. dnd, by an ingenious
fiction, they were cven allowed the privi-
lege of inheriting property. On their mar-
‘riage, however, it was, of course, always
appropriated by their hushands.

The Groths, scarcely more civilized than
the swarthy Iberians, trcated women in
much the same manner, and, in great exi-
gencies, were often strongly influenced by
their counsel and example. In their mili-
tary cxpeditions, they were invariably ac-
companied by their wives and daughters,
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who travelled with the provisions and bag-
gage, in numbcerless waggons, forming a sort
of commissariat to the barbaric host, and
after a battle, they removed and tended the
wounded with the zeal and pious care of
veritable, sisters of charity. At times, they
even presepted themselves on the field, and
incited their bhusbandg to renewed feats of
valour and daring. " In the most critical
moment of the battle® of Verona, when the
(Goths were sceking safety in flight, the
beautiful and gifted Amalasuntha, whose
charms and learning would have graced
the most polished court, arrested Theodoric
in his retreat, and petemptorily commanded
him to return to the combat. The hero
obeyed, and achieved a egloriops victory.
On the capture of Bm;enna by DBelisarius
the Gothic matrons spit in the faces of their
dejected husbands, in contemptuous derision
of their supineness and pusillanimity. The
women were also uniformly admitted to a
share in the spoil; and they rarely failed
to secure the richest portion. A bride al-
ways received from her husband, on the
morning succeeding her nuptials, a special
VOL. 1I. E
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wedding-gift, corresponding in value with
his station and means ; and this exclusive
property could only be alienated by her
own act. At the marriage of Placidia
with  Adolphus, the royal bride was at-
tended by fifty beautifnl youths, whe pre-
sented her, in the mame of her Gothic
husband, the conqueror of Italy, with a
hundred basins of gold, filled alternately
with pieces of the psecious metal and the
most priceless gems.  Among the other
treasures acquired by the bride on this
occasion, was, in all probability, the ccle-
brated table, called the table of Solomon,
composed, it is said, +of one immense cme-
rald, set in three rows.of pearls, and resting
on three hyndred.and sixty-five bars of solid
gold profuqely studded with gems.

Women were treated with less considera-
tion by the DBritons, owing, no doubt, to
their sanction of polygamy, which they are
said to have carried to such an extent, that
it was no uncommon thing to find a Briton’s
mud hovel promiscuously tenanted by ten
wives and fifty children. Still these untu-
tored savages, living almost in a state of
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nature, invested the weaker creation with
some touches of sentiment; and the sad
story of Boadicea’s wrongs cnlisted the
whole nation in her cause. The injured
queen herself, with her two daughters, the
innocent cause of her misfortunes, personally
led the Brigish host to hattle. She had pre-
viously harangued the grmy from her simple
throne—a pile of greén turf) collected and
raised by the hands of her subjects ; and on
this she sat, a queen indeed, although her
brightest ornament was her own golden
tresses, falling in rich luxuriance to her
waist. Martia, anggher «British queen, is
said to have originated the practice of tricd
by jury, afterwards perfected by the great
Alfred, and still regardéd as the, palladiam
of our national libertids. The fair Queen
Gweniver will ever be associated with the
immortal fame of Arthur, and with his
Knights of the Round Table; though
poctry and romance, perhaps without just
cause, have done their best to asperse her
name, and blacken her reputation.

During the latter years of the Roman
sway in Britain, a large portion of the abo-

E 2
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riginal population enﬁgrated to Gaul, and
there founded the little State of Bretagne.
The usurper Maximus carried across the
channel an immense host, and it was on this
occasion that St. Ursula, with cleven thou-
sand noble, and sixty thousand, plebeian
virgins, the destined brides of the adven-
turous emigrants, committed themselves to
the treacherous custody of the waves. The
flect containing ,the lovely Argonauts was,
however, driven by adverse winds on to the
rocky coast of Germany, and the whole
company fell into the hands of the Iuns,
by whom they *weri) barbarously mas-
sacred. '

Women were at al times treated with
great cruelty by the savage and perfidious
Huns. As an Asiatic people, they looked
on polygamy as a natural institution, and
their wives and daughters as merely a por-
tion of their chattels. The latter them-
sclves, indeed, had been brought to enter-
tain a similar opinion; and this was
strikingly manifested by Bleda, the widowed
sistgg-in-law of Attila, in her reception of
the Roman ambassadors, on the occasion of
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their proceeding to negotiate a peace with
the victorious chief.  They also retained
the Eastern custom of visiting the sins of
the husband on hls innocent wife ; and the
spouse, ()f a Roxqlan chief, who had de-
sertedsto the cnemy, was condemned by the
ruthless Iermanrie to be torn asander by
wild asses—a common’ pumblnnent anmong
this ficrce people.

It was customary for the women of the
royal village to go in procession to meet
Attila, on his return from a military expe-
dition.  The way was marshalled by a
chosen band of maidess, walking under a
sumptuous canopy, and who, as they came
up, received the warrior king with hymns of
trimmph ; then, wheeling round, preceded
him to the palace, surrounded by all the
other women of the village, ranged in regu-
lar lines, and occasionally joining in the
national paan.

Other savage nations emulated, and per-
haps surpassed, the example of “the Huns,
in their inhuman oppression of the sex.
Female captives were impaled alive by the
Slavonians, or stretched between four posts,
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and heaten to death with clubs. Women
were sacrificed to the heathen gods by the
Franks, in the camp of the Christian King
Clovis. The frightful excesses of the de-
praved Lombards cannof he related by the
pen of the historian; and one’ diadolical
horde, insatiable of blodd and rapine, left
the mangled bodicss of young girls to he
devoured by vultures, while another chopped
their quivering limbs in atoms, and scat-
tered them to the winds.

The condition of women in the rcar of
the furious hordes wyho swept, at various
times, over tlfe Roman world, it is beyond
not only the powers, of description, but the
capacity of imagtnation, to realise. Bereft
of everything that can render the world and
‘life of value, they Wwere left in territories
turned into deserts, and were often reduced,
in their utter destitution, to the horrible
necessity of feeding on human flesh. Acorns
were esteemed a delicacy in countries once
teeming with every product and gift of
%ature; and Procopius relates, that two
wretched women, who had discovered an
obscure and solitary lair, successively sur-
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prised and murdered sceventcen travellers,
who found a grave in their cmaciated
bodies. The same author computes the
numbers who perished from the various
barbarian inroads, durmg the single reign
of Tn&,tuu‘ln, at no less than six millions
and of these theé greater portion were
wonien.

The ancient Germans were proudly dis-
tinguished for the consideration and tender
indulgence which they evinced for women,
particularly for those of their own nation.
Tacitus has preserved, in his piquant and
epigrammatic pages, sompe vivid glimpses of
their domestic life, which are equally eredi-
table to both sexes. The cave or hut of
the Teutonic warrior was the home of
virtue, innocence, and truth. His wife and
daughter, his companions in peace, were his
solace in war, attending him in his most
hazardous enterprises, and eagerly sharing
the toil of the march,-the severe hardships
of the camp, and the dangers of the field.
In times of peril, the Germans ever looked
to their wives for counsel, encouragement,
and saupport; and the wise women of the
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nation, solemnly set apart from the others,
and invested with the title of Helleda, were
regarded with profound reverence, endowed
with peculiar privileges, and universally
recognised as the interpreters of fate.
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III1.
THE DARK AND MIDDLE AGES.

BerweeN the intellectual light of modern
times and the civilization of ancient Rome,
the dark ages, as thty are ecmphatically
alled, stand like a $lank, or rather an
eclipse, which awakens a *mingled feeling
of wonder and awe., Not only were the
arts and sciences dormant, or wholly lost,
but all the incidents of the era partook
of its profound gloom, and were like decds
donc in the night. If the horizon was for a
moment illumined, it was by lightning break-
ing from the thunder-cloud, by the flash of a
meteor, which expired as it appearcd, serv-
ing, indeed, only to render darkness visible.
E3
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Learning was dead, and religion itself was
shrouded and disguised in an unknown
tongue.

The see of Rome, which had laid its
foundationsg on the ruins of «the empire, gra-
dually arrogated to itself'the supreme: divec-
tion of temporal as well as spiritual afluirs,
and claimed for its ‘hishop the potent attri-
butes of a sovereign pontiff. Not only dis-
tant churches, but cathedrals and rich
abbeys, monasteries, and convents, peopled
by idle crowds of manks and nuns, given up
to bigoted devotion, or to still less ex-
cusable practices, here following an ascetic,
there a too indulgent course of life, all ad-
mitted its supremacy, and acknowledged
the reigning bishop as the vicegerent of the
Redeemer. Popes anpounced themselves as
umpires and arbitrators between kings 5 pre-
lates dictated terms to princes; and the suc-
cessors of the humble fishermen of Galilee,
who were forbidden to have two coats, or to
furnish themselves with cither purse or scrip,
were surrounded by all the accessories of
Asiatic pomp. This, however, was not the
worst cffect of the system. Its principal,
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earnest, and unremitted aim was to render
every power subordinate to the priests, who.,
in their turn, were the submisgive creatures
of the Pope 5 and hence it enslaved the con-
science,” and consequently the intellect, of
mankindy overwh&lming the whole world i
a deluge ofs harbawism.

The first Christian king was Clovis, sou
of Childerie, by Basina, Quegn of the Thu-
ringians, who, with o levity characteristic
of the age, cloped from her husband to be-
come the companion of Childeri¢, candidly
avowing that she would have cqually pre-
ferred any bold W‘uuor Who cxcelled the

Salie chief in pclsonal beauty and l)raven
Clovis was hut fifteen’years of age when the
sudden death of his father,” in the flower of
life, raised him to the command of his native ¢
tribe, and though it then numbered only five
thousand warriors, he ultimately succeeded
by his conquests in establishing the great
monarchy of I'rance. He was converted to
the Christian faith by his wife,~the beautiful
and devout Clotilda, Princess of Burgundy.
who exercised a marked and salutary iu-
fluence over his mind; and so much was he
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affccted by her recital of the sufferings of
the Redeemer, that he was unable to re-
strain his indignation at the conduct of His
cruel persecutors, and, referring to the
awful scene of the crucifixion, furtously
exclaimed, ¢ Had I Dbeeit there, witle my
valorous Franks, he should have been am-
ply avenged.” This. zealons Catholic per-
petrated withogt remorse the most heinous
erimes, and was stecped in the innocent
blood of his allies and kindred; but the
Church, infent on its own aggrandizement,
shut its eyes on the sins of its potent son,
and Clovis readily purchased impunity or
absolution by the timely endowment of a
convent, or a propifiatory gift to his patron
Saint Martin, to whom he had erccted a
shrine in the city of Tours, though he re-
peatedly declared, in his less pious moments,
that he was rather a costly friend.

Under the Mcrovingian {Jynasty, which
Clovis founded and counsolidated, arose the
first development of the feudal system, so
long the prgvailing government of Hurope,
and not yet entirely cradicated from its in-
stitutions. The f{ather of the French mo-
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narchy parcelled out his newly-acquired do-
minions among his adherents and followers,
who held their fiefs on a military tenure,
binding them to repair to his assistance in
time of war, and follow his standard to the
fiecldof dbattle. *The same system extended
to the tenantseand dependents of these
seigncurs, who, on their own domains, exer-
cised a sort of petty sovereignty, too often
of the most tyrannical character ; and every
one was bound, in his degree, to render
feudal service to his immediate superior,
either personally or by proxy. Such a state
of socicty nccessari]y‘ led to, great insecurity,
both of person and property ; and the villas
and farms of the Merqvingian nobles were
eradually superseded by castles] garrisoned
by their serfs, or by bands of trained sol
diers.  Military discipline, growing more
and more stringent, soon introduced distine-
tions of rank, and hence arose the various
steps of page, henchman, esquire, and knight,
with the subordinate and less honourable
grades, so frequently mentioned in the an-
nals of chivalry.

Those annals are little more than a dark
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unvarying catalogue of crimes. Society,
shattered by the political carthquake which
had destroyed the supremacy of Rome, was
for ages completely disorganized ; murder
had become not only a famaliar, but a do-
mestic incident, common in‘every housel’.lold,
and branded on every hearth ; the most en-
dearing ties of naturc-were openly violated,
repudiated, and contemned; an oath of
amity was a sure pledge of assassination,
and religion, when it cowled the face of a
monk or noble, was a licence for undisguised
and unheard-of wickedness. It was, indeed,
a dark period of history, when men were
without honour and women without virtue.
Hardly could we expect that the gentler
sex would We uninflugnced by the temper of
the times, cven under .circumstances of a
favourable character; but, in fact, their
training, from their carlicst youth, was cmi-
nently adapted to cramp and deform their
minds.  Among the humbler classes the
system of vassalage produced the most per-
nicious consequences, leading to a total
obliteration of moral sentiments, deepened
and confirmed by the general social inse-
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curity, which invm:iably left the weak and
helpless at the mercy of the strong. The
power of life and death, with a jurisdiction
over woman at which humanity shudders,
was compriscd by the rights of seignory ;
and «when the daughter of a noble repaired
to the castle of {he bridegroom, in another
provinee, or perhaps a distant country, she
was accompanicd by a number of the maiden
thralls of her father, torn from their homes
and kindred, and bound by chains to her
litter, as a wedding-gift to the bride. Dam-
sels of the highest rank were scparated, in
their tenderest ycears, from their natural
guardians, and wert reared in the seetu-
sion and superstition, perhaps amidst the
secret  irregularities, ‘of a convent, till
they reached the age of marriage, when, if
they escaped the seductions of the conse-
crated veil, they were placed as attendants
in the boudoir of some noble dame, more
distinguished for her past gaicties than her
present good odour. Here they completed
their education, by learning ctiquette, which,
with the art of cﬁlbroidery, a knowledge
of the finer branches of needlework, the le-
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gends of the saints, and their Latin prayers,
with the meaning of which they were wholly
unacquainted, formed the sum of their at-
tainments. True, a few of the Knglish
princesses, while immured jn the famous
Abbey of Romsey, in Hampshirg, vere
taught to read their missals; but this was a
rare accomplishment, ,and writing was a
science which neither dame nor noble ven-
tured to study. More attractive and more
congenial pursuits were presented by the
chase and the falconry, the chess-hoard and
the “dice-box ; and learning and the polite
arts, which so adorii, refine, and elevate the
mind, were prohibited equally by fashion
and by religion. oo

‘We have scen, in the case of Clovis, that
the crime of murder affixed itself to the
highest rank, and the most brilliant cha-
racters; and even the pious Clotilda does
not escape its malignant taint. Enraged at
the assassination of her father, who fell be-
ncath the dagger of his brother, she urged
her sons, when they had succeeded to the
iron sceptre of Clovis,.to invade the do-
minions of Sigismund, the innoceut heir of
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the fratricide ; and falling into the hands of
the French prinees, Sigismund, with his
wife and two children, was entombed alive
in a well. ITe was himself not free from
the stain of blood, and this saint of the
Rowa » calendal, who has received the
honours of canonization, had, at the insti-
gation of a cruel stepmother, taken the life
of his own son. Bitlerly repenting the act,
he threw himself on the bleeding corpse, and
loudly bewailed the unhappy youth. It
is not his situation, O, King!” exclaimed
one of his courtiers—* it is thine which de-
serves ity and meenmtlon

Alboin, King of the Lombards, usurped
the throne of Coufmund, put the fallen
monarch to death, and, .thongﬁ previously
contracted to the granddaughter of Clovig,
forcibly espoused his only child, a princess
so distinguished for her beauty that, like
another ill-fated woman, she had received
at the font the proud name of Rosamond.
This monster gave his nobles a sumptuous
‘banquet, at which he drank the rich wine of
Rhaetia from the skull of Conimund, con-
verted into a goblet, and then, re-filling it
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to the brim, despatched it by a mcssenger
to the Queen, commanding her to make
merry with her father. “ Let the will of
my lord be obeyed,” answered the outraged
Rosamond, and drained the skull of its con-
tents. DBut her inveterate hatred, the »Ssult
of a long course of ill-usage, now secretly
threw off all restrain{; and she stooped
to the last indignity to obtain a bloody
revenge. DBy this mecans she sccured the
services of an intrepid warrior, named
Peredeus, who, with her ordinary lover,
Helmichis, the King’s armour-bearer, fell on
Alboin in his ch:;miber, while the Lombard
Datilah, who had lulled him to sleep by her
caresses, kept watch at the door. The
monarch started ﬁp,, and endeavoured to
" defend himself with a stonl, but was quickly
overpowered, and, after a vain effort to
throw off his assailants, received a mortal
wound, the smart of which was aggravated
by the crucl derision of his wife, who, in-
sensible to every instinct of her sex, smiled
as be expired. .But the wicked Queen,
though successful for a moment, was soon
compelled to scek safety in flight, and with
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her two lovers, obtained a shameful refuge
in the fortress of Ravenna. Here she found
a new suitor in Longinus, the chief minister
of the empire ; but it beeane necessary, he-
fore she could®give him her hand, to eman-
cipabe-berself from the jealous attentions of
Helmichi\s, whdse vigilance rendered him
both troublesome ang dangerous. A cup of
poison offered the readiest mode of accom-
plishing this object 5 but Ilclmichis, himself
an assassin, had no sooncr partaken of the
draught than he suspeeted its character,
and, drawing his sword, instantly obliged
Rosamond to swalloy the remainder. Thus
the infamous couple perished together, in
a manner not uncomsnon in that guilty
age. . '

The iron crown of Lombardy, which
Rosamond’s flicht left vacant, was ulti-
mately seized by Charlemagne, or Charles
the Great, who, on the death of Pepin, suc-
ceeded with his brother Carloman to the
extensive empire of the ¥Franks. This
greatest of the Carlovingian monarchs cs-
poused a daughter of the chivalrous Lom-
bard king Desiderio, with the foregone in-
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tention, whenever an opportunity should
present itself, of forcibly appropriating the
dominions of his father-in-law. The death
of his brother Carloman, whom he had in-
cessantly harassed by his arfins, at length
allorded the desired nceasién, as 05§ in-
vading the territories of the deceased King,
the terrificd widow fled:with her children to
the court of Desiderio, who generously gave
them an asylum. They were soon joined
by the wife of Charlemagne, whom he had
insultingly divorced, and the fierce King
himself, at the head of a mighty army, then
descended like an avalanche from the Alps,
sweeping everything before him.  Desiderio
was taken prisoner, and, with the Lombard
monarch, his miscrable daughter and the
widow of Carloman, with her infant sons,
fell into the hands of the conqueror. . His-
tory is silent as to the fate of the elder cap-
tives,*but the young princes, who had the
nmisfortune to be the nephews of Charle-
magne, and his brother’s heirs, were in-
humanly murdered.

By the successive conquests of Charle-
magne, the Carlovingian territories were
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extended from the banks of the Ebro to those
of the Elbe and Lower Danube, and from
the rocky coasts of the Baltic to the placid
waters of the Mediterranean.  The Pyrenees
were leaped in® one direction and the Alps
in anpﬂxﬁ and the Ebro and the Apennines
served ratlRer to mark a frontier, than to fix
a boundary to his empire. As protector of
the Church, he had the honour of restoring
the third Leo to the papal chair, after he
had been expelled from Rome by a popular
sedition ; and so completely did the military
success of the hero ignorg his crimes, that
he was received in the caprtal of Christen
dom with cager and rapturous enthusiasm.
Here, too, while kneeling before the altar of
St. Peter, during the solemn festival of
Christmas, he was publicly crowned by the
Pope, who, approaching unobserved, placed
an imperial diadem on his head, and s.xlutu]
him with the acclamation of “ Long live
Charles Avausrus!”

Such was the reward confefred by the
religion of the cighth century on an open,
undisguised oppressor of the gentler sex,
who had shamelessly cast off his innocent
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wife, despoiled his brother’s widow, and
murdered her helpless children.  Can we
wonder that incidents like these, condoned
and sanctioned by the Church, encouraged
similar licence among the aobles, equally
raised above the law, ana alnu)gt,_,‘g; inde-
pendent of authority ; and -that they temded,
by the force of exagaple, to corrupt and
debase the great mass of the people v The
same depraved spirit, in fact, pervaded every
class, infecting even the inmate of the ob-
scure conventual cell; and so notorious, at
last, were the scandalous excesses of the
religious houses, that it was found necessary
to meet them by a severe aund stringent
check; and Christian priests visited the
offending nun with the awful punishment
adjudged. in more ancient but not darker
times, to the condemued heathen Vestal.
The elevation of Charlemagne to the title
of* Augustus, and his growing power, at-
tracted the attention of Irene, Empress of
the East, of whom we bave already given
some account (see p. 30 ante); and that
ambitious woman having just deposed her
son, and taken the precaution of depriving
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him of his eyes, sought to strengthen her
precarious tenure of power by an alliance
with the renowned warrior. The overture
was well received by Charlemagne, who
was not indispesed to ascend the venerable
throns. ok the Ceedars; but the deposition of
Irene by @ popular tumult, at the moment
when her designs scgmed ripe, prevented
the completion of the countract.

The same  century brought a  greater
scandal on  the Catholic world, in  the
elevation to the papal chair of a woman,
who, alas! had assamed {he earb, but not
the inscnsibility of a, monk. Joan, i’ we
may speak of her by her feminine appel-
lation, was born at’ Metz, and was of
humble, though not low origin, .having at
her command sufficient pecuniary means to
carry out her purpose of becoming a votary
of Jearnmng.  Adopting male aftire, she
proceeded as a student to Athens, where
she attended the schools, and was known by
the English name of Johnj; * though, in
derision of the effeminacy of her manners,
and the blameless tenor of her life, she
afterwards received the soubriquet of



96 DEATH OF JOAN.

R

Agnes, or ‘‘the chaste.” On the com-
pletion of her studies, she repaired to
Rome, and obtained the degree of doctor of
divinity, acquiring in a short time such a
“distinguished  reputation  for wisdom and
picty, that, while vet in'the flowgr «f her
life; she was unanimously welected to succeed
Leo VI. on the pontifical throne. For two
years she governed Christendom with equal
moderation and sagacity, when, one morn-
ing, while walking in solemn procession
through Rome, between the Colossemn and
the ancient basilica of St. Peter, her sceret,
JAranspired, and. the head of the church be-
came a mother in the public street. The
same moment witnessed her death, which,
perhaps, was not amattended by violence,
though history, it mast be owned, affords
no foundation for the conjecture.

It may well be supposed that a church
which claims infallibility would not will-
ingly admit that it was ever subjected to
the domination of a woman; but the facts
of this strange episode, however they may
be disputed by the controversialists of later
times, are supported by irrefragable testi-
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mony, being recorded by no less than sixty
historians of the Roman communion, in-
cluding monks and canonized saints. Joan
is described by Plutina as John the Kighth;
and Afncas Sylvius, himself a Pope, relates
her adventures in his history, and ordered
her nhme <o be gnrolled in the verified list
of Pontiffs, in the registry of Sienna.

More startling stories might be drawn
from the archives of the dark ages to illus-
trate the abuses, the licentiousness, the
corruption, and, what exercised a still more
fatal influence, the spiritual despotism of
Rome. The last, its u‘mgzu-ying charac-
teristic, from the moment that it became
leagued with tempordl authority, was sig-
nally manifested in the ‘treatndent expe-
rienced by Queen Elgiva, consort of Edwy,
King of England, at the hands of Dunstan,
a Saxon prelate and saint; and the career
of the latter furnishes a good example of the
monkish legends of the period. Of noble
birth, and heir to considerable possessions,
Dunstan had bee® educated at the cele-
brated monastery of Glastonbury, with the
view of qualifying himself, by such know-

VOL. 1I. F
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ledge as could theu be obtained, for taking
a prominent p:u’t in public affairs.  Endowed
with more " than ordinary capacity, he
speedily made himself master of the various
branches of  learning, becgme an accom-
plished musician, and, as a further employ-
ment for his active mind, cven 7.‘?’1’[‘11&*«1 his
attention to mechanics, acquiring consider-
able skill as a worker of metals.  But in the
midst of his studies—and prohably from pur-
suing them too cagerly—he was scized by a
malignant fever, which, attacking the brain,
for a time bereft him of reason, and, indeed,
Le appears to have never wholly recovered
his senses, as from ¢hat houwr he always
believed himself to be surrounded by evil
spirits.  On his wﬁv alescence, the influence
of his uncle, Athelon Archbishop of Canter-
bury, procurcd him a cordial reception at
court; but his pride, hisirritable temper, and
his rude, overbearing manners, soon raised
him a host of enemies, and a dark night
affording a favourable opportunity, a party
of young nobles drew hém into an ambus-
cade, when he was severcly beaten, hound
with cords, and flung into a marsh. He
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was now persuaded by his uncle to enter
the Chuarch, and took the monastic vows
at Glastonbury, where, in the ascetic spirit
of the times, he subjected himself to the
most vigid ausgerities, living in a cell too
short _to_ allow of his Iving down, taking
only “such¥food gs was absolutely requisite
for the support of pature, and spending
those hours not devoted to prayer, or to
devout vigils, in arduous labour at the
anvil.  One day, while thus engaged, he
was visited by no less a person than the
fiend himsclf; embodied in human shape,—
as he {oo often is, and who beean to induige
in remarks very unsuited to such a holy
place and person, but, to which, though
penetrating his disguise, Dunstant submitted
patiently till he had made a pair of tongs
red-hot, when he seized his ribald visitor
by the nose, making him utter such yells
that, according to the legend, they terrified
the whole -neighbourhood—not o difficult
matter if the sufferer was some unfortunate
traveller, only invested with infernal attri-
butes by the diseased imagination of Dun-
stan. But, be this as it may, the incident
F 2
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thoroughly established the monk’s reputa-
tion as a saint, and gave him unbounded
influence with every class of the people.
Such was the antagonist whom EKlgiva, a
voung and innocent girl, brought up in
awful reverence of the priesthood, found
arrayed against her, at the momett that, by
the death of her husband’s father, she was
unexpectedly raised to the throne, and might
reasonably have anticipated mnothing but
happiness.  The history and fate of this
princess still excite our sympathy, even
after an interval of nearly a thousand years ;
and we try to rc,call that mild blue eye, that
soft, sweet, ringing voice, which, in an age so
barbarous, Wad power to lure the boy king
from the idke reveis of the court, and enchain
him to her side. IKdwy was but seventeen
when he ascended the throne : Elgiva, whom
he espoused in defiance of all opposition,
was much younger. It was on the night of
his coronation, while the courticrs were
engaged in bacchanalian orgies in the hall,
that Dunstan, perhaps maddened with wine,
made his first savage attack on the youthful
Queen. Edwy had stolen out of the hall to
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his private apartments, to enjoy the society
of Klgiva and her mother, when the fierce
priest rushed into their presence, upbraided
him for leaving his guests, and then tarned
furiously on th® Queen, threatening to bring
hoth, her and ler mother to the gibbet.
Elgiva was natwrally indignant at such an
insult; and her tearsy and perhaps her ap-
prehensions, for which the sequel proved
that she had but too good grounds, in-
duced Edwy to order the ruflian priest into
exile. But, as an eccclesiastic and a saint,
Dunstan was more powerful than a simple
King ; his party rgised the standard of
revolt, and, surrounding the palace, made
both Bdwy and Elgiva prlsoners. The
monarch was pardoned s but El("lVd as the
rock of offence, received the same sentence
of banishment which had been passed on
Dunstan, with the cruel addition of the
“forfeiture of her beauty, and a priest’s
sacrilegeous hand seared her face with a red-
hot iron, to obliterate the hafdiwork of his
Maker. Thus disfigured, the poor Queen
was glad to bury herself in obscurity, till
time, more forbearing than man, restored
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her charms, when she again presented herself
in England, determined that no power should
sever her from her hushand.  But Dunstan
was speedily informed of her return, and,
now invested with supreme atthority, caused
her to be arrested, and thrown into g dun-
geon, where, without bringing het to trial,
or accusing her of zny offence, he com-
manded her to be hamstrung, and she ex-
pired in great torture, an innocent vietim
of tyranny, cruclty, and perfidy.

While women of every rank were sub-
Jected to this unsparing monkish domination,
on the other hand they were treated with
cqual severity by the laity 5 and the peasant
who chastised his wife with a stick, or a cart-
whip, did but im.itatc, in a coarser manner,
‘the brutality of the prince and noble. A
woman of prepossessing appearance, or a
rich heiress, could not travel on the ost
public road, or proceed through the strects’
of a city, without the protection of a strong
escort 3 and often even this precaution utterly
failed to prevent her abduction. Not un-
frequently the spouse of a potent baron was
languishing unthought of in a dungeon, while
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her lord was feasting in his hall 5 and a
I'rench knight, to whom nursery tales have
oiven the odious name of Blueheard, mur-
dered three of his wives in succession, and
for Tourteen yours entombed a fourth in the
gloomy oublictte®of his castle.  William of
Normandy” was so enraged at the rejection
of his addresses by Matilda of Flanders,
that, according to Ingerius, he attacked her
in the middle of the city of Bruges, as she
was retwrning with her  ladies from  the
cathedral, dragged her from her horse, struck
her repeatedly with his whip, and then,
calloping off; left her tO.I‘Q:\(fh her father’s
palace as she could. * Another account states
that he actually entered the Karls castle,
and, passing through the dstonished attend-
ants, made his way to the private apart-
ments of Matilda, where he seized her by
her luxuriant curls, and heat her so se-
verely, that she fell insensible on the floor.
Yet this ruoffianly and cowardly assault
reflected no disgrace ou the Norman hero,
but, on the contrary, was considered a very
spirited feat ; and the lady was so softencd
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by her rough wooing, that she consented, on
a second application, to become the bride of
her assailant, declaring that he must be a
bold and fearless knight who could thus
venture into her father’s palace to subject
her to personal chastisement. ‘
Nor were the resentmenés and passions of
women less fierce, vindictive, or criminal.
If there were few of the frowning chateaux
of the Rhone and the Rhine, or the stately
castles of England, that had not their legends
of damsels betrayed, or captive ladies mur-
dered, many had also their dark tale of
female violence, their phantom victim of
womar'’s vengeance, who, as credulity firmly
believed, might be met at midnight in the
silent corridors, 'the deserted hall, or the
solitary ballium. Here it was a maiden
who, too trustful or too weak, had provoked
the stern anger of an implacable parent;
here it was a forsaken dame, who had
perished by suicide, or of a broken heart
here again it was a hated, though perhaps
innocent beauty, who had fallen by the hand
of a furious rival; and the ear caught



COUNTESS OF ANJOU. 105

whispered rumours of a fair lady who had
committed the deed, or who had pawned her
soul to the demon. The regal house of
Plantagenet preserved a reminiscence of one
of its progenitors, the wife of Fulke the
Quargeller, Count of Anjou, which will serve
as an example of these traditions. It was
often related by Richdrd Ceeur de Lion as a
proof that ¢‘ he wasdescended from Satan, and
that to Satan he must return,” and the royal
warrior was evidently proud of his assumed
lincage. 'The story affirmed that Kulke,
who, notwithstanding his quarrelling pro-
pensltleq was a very,good Christian, took it
griecvously to heart that his fair consort
always quitted church -on the elevation of
the host 5 and, determired to cure her of this
vagary, he one morning gave private in-
structions to four sturdy pages to seize
her at the critical moment, and hold her
down by her mantle. This mandate was
obeyed, but the countess, with her delicate
scruples on the point, was not tb be overcome
by four, or even forty pages, let them be as
st'urdy as they might; and coolly dropping
F3
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her mantle into their hands, she hopped
out of the church by the window, leaving
behind her a most  suspicious odour of
brimstone, which, as may be imagined,
satisfactorily explained bofh her repug-
nance to the host and her precipitate, dis-
appearance.

But many of thede wild legends were
founded on real incidents, which have not
wholly escaped the grasp of history. Ma-
tilda of Flanders, whose alliance with
William the Conqueror we have just re-
corded, had, in the first susceptible years
of, girlhood, cast glances but too tender on
a handsome Saxon, who, on account of the
delicacy of his g;ompfexion, had received
the oxpressi"ve though not cuphonious name
of Snaw; and her advances being coldly
met, and ultimately declined, nothing could
assuage her wounded pride but the blood
of the offender. 1ler elevation to the
throne of England placed him completely
in her power; he was seized, without the
shadow of a pretext, by her obsequious
myrmidons, and thrown into a dungecon,
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where he was seeretly and ignominionsly
executed.

This is not the only murder laid to the
charge of Matilda. At that period, the
priests of the*Roman (‘fatholic ("hurch, who
havg been condémned to celibacy since the
commencement of the twelfth century, were
allowed to marry; and the fair daughter
of a canon of (‘anterbury had attracted the
attention of William, and somewhat es-
tranged him from his domestic ties. Ma-
tilda first heard of the fact at a time when
this Conqueror was enggged in Normandy,
and, availing herself of .his absence, she
ordered the frail damsel to be put to death,
which was done in ‘the most cruel manner,
by first cutting the lgatures of her legs,
and then slitting her jaws. Old Hearnt
asserts that William, on hearing what had
occurred, was so exasperated at the bar-
barous conduct of the Queen, that he again
subjected her to severc personal castiga-
tion, and from the injuries Matilda re-
ceived on this occasion she never wholly
recovered.

Two influences, at length, burst through
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the Egyptian darkness of society to raise
and reclaim man’s benighted mind. One
was a religious, the other.a poetic impulse,
but both tended, in their effect, thongh by
scarcely susceptible degrees,* to inspire all
classes with more clevated feclings, , and
more enlarged sympathics: Kurope owes
an inexpiable debt te the valour of the
Crusaders, who, under difficulties of a sur-
prising character, opposed the first effectual
check to Mahommedan power; and we
still kindle at the thrilling lays of the
romantic Troubadours. ~ The (rusades,
though they ended in the sternest fana-
ticism, were undoubtedly prompted, in the
first instance, by genuine sentiments of
religion. It touched the hardest heart to
hear, from the ecloquent lips of Peter the
Hermit, a recital of the sufferings and
wrongs sustained at the hands of the in-
solent Saracen, by those venerable palmers
who crossed scas and deserts to visit the
holy shrines of Jerusalem, and monkish zeal
failed not to tinge the picture with the
darkest colours. Christendom was reminded
that this sacred city had been chosen by
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God as the site of his temple, hallowed by
the presence of the prophets, and especially
sclected as the scene of the incidents and
the promulgation of the gospel; yet here
it was that ‘the Kastern infidels, after
ravaging the faitest regions of Asia, had
planted their impious and detested standard
on the tomb of the Redeemer. The
sad tale interested all classes, and both
sexes ; and KEurope, as one man, flew to
arms. Kings left their thrones, barons
their castles, bishops their snug cathedral
stalls ; and received, from some palmer’s
hand, the consecrated badge of the cross.
From that moment they were dedicated to
the expedition; and all the objects of
carthly ambition, all the pleasulcb of the
world, all the claims of nature, were aban-°
doned, repudiated, and cast aside. They
had become for the time monks in mail,
the difference being that, instead of a missal,
they carried lance and shield, prepared to
enforce the precepts and practice of Chris-
tianity at the pomt of the sword.

Such a movement could not convulse
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society without communicating some of its
fervour to woman ; and the ties that, at the
call of war, were too easily rent by knights
and barons, still retained their influence in
gentler bhosoms.  Noble ladies did not
sernple to undergo all the hardships, then
inseparable from a long ‘voyage, and the
perils too sure to follow, in order to be
within reach of their imperious husbands,
although, to obtain this privilege, they took
upon themselves the stringent vows of the
crusade.  Woman’s heart, indeed, was equal
to a far greater sacrifice, and more than
onc fair damsel- secrefly followed her lover
to the arid sands of Palestine, disguised as a
page, a henchmang or a groom. Nor did
the dark davghters:of Asia prove less ro-
‘mantic or less intrepid.  Several Christian
knights owed their release from captivity
to the fervour and devotion of Saracen
maidens ; and one, a (erman baron, though
already wedded in Europe, espoused his
deliverer, ant subsequently brought her to
his castle on the banks of the Rhine, where,
far from creating domestic discord, she was



FEMALE CRUSADERS. 111

received by his Christian wife with the
utmost tenderness and consideration.

Three Queens of Iingland, though all of
forcign extraction, accompaniced their con-
sorts to the battle-ground of the Kast. The.
first ywas .Elem‘l(.)rz of Aquitaine, at that
time united to *Louis the Seventh, King
of France, though dubsequently, through
events that will be deseribed hereafter, she
ascended the English throne as the Queen
of Henry the Sccond.  Eleanora assumed
not only the cross, but the garb, of a Cru-
sader, and many ladies of, the court followed
her example, formiye themselves into a
corps of licht horse, and, in this character,
submitting to a regulaz gourse_of martial
exercises, in which, By dint of constant
practice, they acquired considerable profi-
ciency. DBut their first essay at arms in
presence of the enemy was not so successful
as it no doubt would have been, had they
trusted for victory more to the irresistible
darts of their cyes than to those of their
quivers. The troop of Amazons, cscorted
by a band of sturdier warriors, under the
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command of a distinguished and chivalrous
knight, had been sent in advance of the
main body of the army, with dircctions
from King Louis to await his arrival on the
heights of Laodicea. The’ sun was just
setting as they reached the spot, which,
piled with black and dredry rocks, seemed
to the inexperienced”eye of the Queen a
very ineligible place for an encampment,
particularly when, as she perceived in the
fading light, there was a delightful valley
below, where limpid streams flowed peace-
fully between emerald banks, overshadowed
by trees. In vain the Captain of her escort
warned her that, though so charming to the
eye, this sequestered vale was wanting in
all the essentials of a military position ;
‘that the verdant slopes®could be swept by a
volley of arrows from the heights, and that
the thick umbragcous woods might conceal
an ambuscade. Eleanora insisted on en-
camping in the valley, and, being menaced
by the Arabs, the King, who barely arrived
in time to interpose, was obliged to hazard
a- pitched battle, under circumstances ex-



ESCAPE OF BERENGARIA. 113

tremely adverse, to prevent her capture.
During the action, Louis himself was nearly
made prisoner, being compelled to take
refuge in a tree, where, surrounded by
Saracens, he c¢dbntinued to figcht with great
intrepidity till 4 band of chosen troops
effected his reseue. The French, though
they repulsed their assailants, left several
thousand dead on the field, but succeeded
in recovering Eleanora and her ladies, who
finished their campaign in the castle of
Antioch.

Barengaria of Navarpe, the betrothed
bride of Ceeur de Lioy, set out for Palestine
under the protection of Queen Joanna, the
sister of the bridegroom, who, if we may
credit the rude rhymes of Piers of Lung-
toft, cherished a warm affection for her'
charge—

“ Queen Joanna held her dear ;
They lived as doves in a cage.”

On reaching Cyprus, the two Quecns in-
gurred some danger from the hostile designs
of anoble freebooter, named Isaac Comnenus,
who had established a nest of pirates on that
island ; but, through the address of their
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escort, they contrived to clude his vigilance.
C'yprus was afterwards attacked by Richard,
who overthrew aund  deposed Isaac, and,
being joined by Berengaria, cclebrated his
espousals in the Cypriot chpital with the
liveliest demonstrations of joy.

In 1270, Eleanora of (astile accompanied
her illustrious consort, Kdward the First,
then Prince Edward, to the third holy war;
and was present before Acre, when one of
the tribe of the Amnsayrii, or ‘“assassing,”
made his way into dward’s tent, and, while
pretending to deliver a letter, attacked the
prince with a poisoned dagger, inflicting a
severe gash in his arm.  The miscrcant was
instantly sLun by Edward ; and an old legend
asserts, that ]uloan(,la utterly regardless of
"herself, sucked the poison from her husband’s
wound, andeby this means saved his life.
The story, however, is wholly repudiated by
modern chroniclers, though it is difficult to
imagine how it could have passed current at
the time, winen, as we arc now taught, if
was without the shadow of a foundation.

If the Crusades tended to enlarge the ideas
and the intelligence of Europe, by opening
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an intercourse with remote countries, and
especially with the luxarious capital of the
ldast, where literature and civilization still
maintained a last feeble stand, they derived
a fresh impulsd, a softening and refining
tone, from the mitfistrelsy of Provence.  The
woody dells ande smiling valleys of that
beautiful land, where the Muses found a con-
genial retreat, suddenly burst forth with a
flood of song, so tender, so impassioned, so
glowing, that it awoke an echo in every
heart.  War alone had evoked the wild
cadences of the bards of ancient Britain, who
delighted to dwell on_ the muster of savage
warriors, the fierceness and horror of their
aspeet, the march to battle, the attack, the
bloody and g¢lorious fmy;.but the Trouba-
dours, while rendering eager homage to heroie
deeds, attuned their strains to the softer
measures of love. Their romantic lays re-
vived in the steeled Dbreast the dormant
germs of human kindness; kindling the first
sparks of that spirit which has*reccived the
proud name of chivalry, though, in its highest
development, this refined gold of the dark
ages was, in fact, but unmitigated pinchbeck.
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Yet a sensible improvement was undoubtedly
effected by the chansons of the Troubadours.
They celebrated, in thrilling verse, the
clemency, as well as the valour, of the sue-
cessful warrior ; and awardéd higher praise
to his magnanimity and generosity than to
his courage. Above all, they claimed a de-
ference and tender comsideration for woman,
for her weakness, her gentleness, and her
beauty, which, though the ameclioration was
originally more apparent than real, and con-
fined to empty words and cerecmonies, paved
the way for her advancement to a more
secure, more dignified, and more natural
position.

The Troubadours were not only the recog-
nised acclaimers of virtue: they were the
censors of vice, extending from land to land,
from castle to castle, the fame of the noble
and good, and the infamy of the wicked. To
them we owe the foundation of the great
moral safeguard -of public opinion. Those
haughty barons who laughed at the restraints
of law, and mocked at the admonition of the
priest, trembled, while they jeered, at the
pungent taunts of a Provencal satire; and
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even Kings learnt to respect and dread these
terrible minstrels. - Henry Beauclerc was so
exasperated by the songs of Luke de Barré,
a Norman troubadour, originally one of his
fricuds, that onstaking him prisoner, he bar-
barously put out his eyes. The EKarl of
Flan(fers, his father-in-law, sought to divert
the monarch from thig ecrucl deed, but he
furiously exclaimed—“No, sir, no! this
fellow, a wit and a minstrel forsooth, hath
made me the subject of his ribald songs, and
raised horse-laughs at my expense; and
since it hath pleased God to deliver him into
my hands, he shall not cséape unpunished.”
But love was the favourite theme of the
Troubadours ; and their feelings, no less
than their soft and swalling stahzas, were
chiefly engrossed by the fair. Their assem--
blies were called Courts of Love, and were
held in presence of the belles of the day, in-
cluding Princesses and Queens, who, listen-
ing to the various compesitions, adjudged
the prize of their applause to the most suc-
cessful poet. A Troubadour was licensed
to fix his platonic but romantic affection on
any lady in Christendom, however exalted
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her rank, or irreproachable ler character;
and a minstrel of Normandy, a bhoon com-
panion of C‘eenr de Lion’s; made furious love
to the Princess Eleonora of Iingland, the
hero’s sister, declaring at -every court of
Furope that she was well aware of his at-
tachment — for she could | read. Another,
still more cthereal, fell in love with a noble
lady whom he had never seens and was go
consumed by this imaginary passion, that
he followed her, in a dying state, to (‘on-
stantinople, where, struck down by a mortal
sickness, he sent to implore his unknown
mistress to make him happy by her pre-
sence, cre his sorrowful pilerimage was
brought to a close. =he flew to his couch,
received his vows and saw him  expire,
chis last look raised fondly to her face, and
her name the last word on his lips.

Jousts and tournaments were among the
first fruits of the improved tone of feeling
created by the Troubadours. These exhi-
bitions of lknightly prowess, though’ fre-
quently running into violence and blood-
shed, were, indeed, in their origin, not
without a civilizing and refining influence.
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Tustituted in honour of woman, they held
her up as a l)@ﬁ]g in whom every virtue was
;oncentred, and whose gentle approbation
was the noblest of rewards; and, by con-
verting this maxim into a code, they threw
a mantle of sengiment over the barbarie
panoply ofsknighthood, which was reflected
alike in the device on its buckler, and in
its altered deportment.  Each combatant
maintained with lance and sword the sur-
passing excellence or superior virtue of his
chosen lady-love, wearing on his arm some
token of her favour, and haviug his love
and his principles promifiently emblazoned,
in a coucise and piquant motto, on his ban-
ner, his helm, or his shicld. A lady of
royal or noble birth, sclgeted for her eminent
personal loveliness, and dignifiecd with the.
proud title of Queen of Beauty, presided
over the spectacle 5 and from her hands the
conqueror reccived the coveted insignia of
victory. The presence of high-born and
beautiful women acted both ag a stimulus
and a restraint, and men began to acquire a
marked amenity of manners, when, even in
the arena of the lists, courtesy and a polite
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bearing were esteemed qualities as essential
in a knight as dexterity and courage.

The most memorable tournament held on
English ground, during the dark ages, was
that of Ashby, which was attended by
knights from every country of Christendom.
An open spot was genera]ly chosen for the
lists, so as to afford ample room both for
the show and the spectators; but IEdward
the Third, who was extremely fond of chival-
rous exercises, and liked to parade them
before his subjects, exhibited a tournament
in the heart of London. The spectacle
nearly cost the Queen her life ; for while all
were eagerly watching its progress, the
scaffolding supporting- the royal box gave
way, and brought Philippa and her ladies
.to the ground. KEdward, with his customary
ferocity, instantly ordered the carpenters
who had erected the scaffold to be put to
death ; but the humane Quecen, who had
sustained no injury, interposed in their be-
half, and obtained their pardon.

The impetus given to civilization by
these various influences was, though decided
in effect, extremely slow in operation. For
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several centuries socicty remained unre-
formed, whatever advance might be made
by individuals; and woman, cqually with
man, indulged in all its follies, and all its ex-
cesses, while hdr weakness left her exposed
to all ‘its atrocitids.

The lif¢ of Bleanora of Aquitaine fur-
uishes a forcible illustration of the career of
a dame of gquality, in that dark and stormy
era; for though she became the cousort of
two Kings, by birth Elcanora was only of
ducal rank. Heiress of the rich territory
of Aquitaine, her hand jwas early sccured
for Louis VIL, surnamed.Le Jeune, and,
after receiving the coronet of the duchy, she
was admitted to shafe the regal throne of
France. Her adventurds as a Crusader we

have already recorded; but, whatever her
~laurels in a military capacity, she did not
return from the Iloly Land with un-
blemished reputation as a lady. Her co-
quetries with Count Raymond, her kinsman,
at Acre, though affording matter for great
scandal, were, however, less culpable than
her flirtation with a handsome Saracen, who

VOL. II. G
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wooed the Queen of France from the camp
of Saladin. On her rcturn to Europe, these
indiseretions were more openly practised ; and
Eleanora made a jest of the shaven face of
her husband, while, in preserfce of the whole
court, she paid unbecoming attontion’to his
attractive vassal, Geoffrey Rlantagenet, Duke
of Normandy. From Geoffrey the volatile
Queen turned to his son Henry, who, in
his nineteenth year, succeeded his father in
the dukedom, and afterwards, as Henry the
Second, assumed the royal sceptre of Eng-
land. King Louis, though of a patient dis-
position, could, at last, no longer restrain
his anger; Henry was commanded to
leave the court 5 and’ the indiscrcet Queen
was gratified rather than punished, by a
‘divorce. Thus set frec, she hastened to
present her liberated hand to her lover, to
whom she was alrcady betrothed, but so
rich a prize could hardly be expected to
pass in safety through France; and Elea-
nora had several narrow escapes from
matrimony before she was joined by
Henry. At one place, her host, a Count
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Thibaut, proposed marriage at their first
meeting, and a precipitate flight saved her
from the yoke of a compulsory union. At
another, she was to have been surprised by
an ambuscadep which an cager lover, who
had never scen her face, but knew the value
of her ample dower, had prepared for her
reception.  But, by good fortune and her
rarc address, she cluded all these dangers,
and rcaching Aquitaine, celebrated her es-
pousals with Henry six brief wecks after
her divorce from Louis.

Eleanora was soon to discover that,
though he had osten&nbly made her his WlfC
Henry had })ICV]OIBIY contracted a marriage
with another
whose family was as respectable, if not as
illustrious as her own. During a sojourn at
Woodstock, she had accidentally observed
the King following a clue of silk through a
labyrinth of trees, in ‘which he suddenly
disappeared ; and her jealous gye quickly
unveiled the mystery, and discovered the
retreat of a rival. Chroniclers, with their
customary discord, differ materially as to
the issue of this incident, which is variously

G2
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related ; but, in such cases, we may safely
adopt the popular tradition, particularly
when, as in this instance, it is in keeping
with the character both of the person and
the times. According to tne legend, fair
Rosamond was abruptly confronted by the
Queen, who, with a torreat of Teproaches,
offered her the alternative of a cup of
poison or a dagger, and did not quit the
spot till the victim of her jealousy was no
more.

But the removal of Rosamond, however
effected, neither regained for Eleanora the
affections of her consort, nor tended to
promote her domestic peace. Her family
circle, indeed, presented a dreadful embodi-
ment of all the hovrors of the age. Her
‘children were arrayed. against cach other,
against their father, and against herself;
her husband was a libertine and an assassin,
and, neglecting her, installed in her place
the profligate wife of his son. In her
despair, she remembered the affection and
tender indulgence of Louis, the spouse of
her youth and first object of her love ; and,
disguising herself in the attire of a page, she
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eloped from a castle in Aquitaine, intending
to scck an asylum in his dominions. But
she was overtaken, before she could escape
from the duchy, by the Norman myrmidons
of Henry, and, again in his power, was
thrown into prisen, where she remained for
sixteen yc¢ars uunder restraint, till the ac-
cession of her son,.the renowned Ceoeur
de Lion, restored her to liberty and to
power.

The last days of Eleanora brought out
the latent virtues of her character, atoning
for many of her past errors and past crimes,
and proving how completely, in one point
of view, her perversion was the effect, not
of innate vice, but of example and training.
The thoughtless scason® of youth had been
passed in the giddy quest of pleasure, of
power, and of revenge, without reference to
the cost, the means, or the consequences:
age came, with its bitter experiences, to
teach her the vanity of such pursuits—to
show her the emptiness and deceitful
hollowness of the world, and all it has to
bestow. The loss of her favourite son
Richard, on his return from Palestine,
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where he had so signalized his valour and
daring, was onc of the most pbignant
sorrows of her declining yecars. Travelling
home across Europe, Richard incautiously
approached the city of Vienna, the resi-
dence and capital of his sworn enemy,
Leopold, Archduke of Agstriai and was
discovered in the disguise of a Templar,
while turning the spit in the kitchen of an
hostelry. Leopold, in accordance with the
spirit of the time, which regarded neither
the laws of hospitality nor of human kind-
ness, instantly threw him into a dungcon,
and it is said exposed him to be torn to
pieces by a lion, which Richard, though
without arms, by his mere physical strength,
overcame ‘and destroyed.  Accident at
dength revealed to Europe the situation of
the missing hero. In the days of his pros-
perity, Richard had contracted a chivalrous
friendship for a ceclebrated troubadour,
named Blondel, who, on hearing of his
disappearance, devoted himself to the task
of ascertaining his fate. In pursuit of this
object, he presented himsclf, in the course
of his protracted wanderings, before the
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gloomy castle of Tencbreuse, in Germany,
where Richard was confined ; and, singing
beneath its towers the first stanza of a
canzonet composed by the King, it was
answered fron! within by the second, on
which he felt Satisfied that he had now
unravelled” the anystery, and hastened to
communicate his discovery to Ilcanora.
The sorrowing Quecn lost not a moment
in turning his tidings to account, and, by
her representations and exertions, enlisted
all Kurope in the interest of Richard.
Her letter to the Pope at this eritical
period gives a meclancholy picture of her
gricf, her distracti(.)n, and her remorse.
She describes herself as ¢“ Eleanora, by the
wrath of God, Queen of Englaid,” and her
scribe, Peter de Blois, as he proceeds with
the cpistle, thus notes down one of her
passionate outbursts :—¢ O, Mother of
Mercy! look upon a wretched mother!
Suffer not thy Son, the source of pity, to
visit on the child the sins of #he parent, but
rather let him chastise me, who am in-
deed guilty, and spare my innocent son.
Miscrable that I am, why have I, after .
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being twice a Queen, survived to experience
the sad afflictions of age!” Her unremitted
efforts to procure the liberation of Richard,
though met by difficulties and impediments
at cvery turn, were ultimvately crowned
with success; and a heavy ransom from
his loyal subjects restorgd England her
King. Trouble and family afllictions con-
tinued to mark the life of Elcanora, till, in
1204, she closed her mortal carcer, re-
formed and deeply penitent, and was
borne to that narrow house where the
wicked ceasc from troubling and the weary
are at rest. o

“The life of Eleanora of Aquitaine affords
an example of a woman of high courage,
great deciston of* purpose, and, perhaps,
but little virtue, now submitting to, now
boldly repelling, or subtly eluding, the
yoke which the barbarous character of the
times had imposed on her scx. Another
Eleanora, an Iinglish princess, daughter of
Edward the Sccond, shows us, in a later
generation, the subdued, patient, suffering
wife, roused to indignant resistance by the
same inexorable spirit. This illustrious
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lady had been married, at the tender age of
fifteen, to the stern Raynald II., Earl of
Gucldres and Zutphen, afterwards raised to
a Dukedom by the Emperor Louis; and
had brought her consort a dower worthy
of an English *princess. The union was
blessed, in a few years, by a family of
beautiful children, the hope and pride of
the little state, while the Duchess was not
more admired for her personal loveliness
than venerated for her virtues. DBut the
stout Duke Raynald had by this time spent
her dower ; and the treagure gone, began to
grow weary of his spouse. Pondering how to
procure a divorece, for which he could find
no pretext in her bldmeless life, he adopted
the bold step of inform‘ing'* the bapal autho-
rities that she was afflicted with leprosy.
. The Duchess, though surrounded by spics,
was secretly apprised of his designs, and met
them by a measure equally bold, but wholly
free from reproach. Arrayed in a tunic,
which covered but a portiorr of her body,
she enveloped herself in a capacious mantle,
and leading two of her children by the
hand, entered the council-room of the
G 3
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palace, at the moment that the Duke was
about to make a statement of his intentions
to his assembled nobles. ‘I am come, my
beloved lord,” she cried, ¢ to scek a diligent
examination respecting the Corporeal taint
imputed to me. Let it be scen now whether
I am really afflicted witheleprosy.” And
with these words, sher threw off her cloak,
disclosing the delicate but healthy texture
of her skin, while cloquent tears bedewed
her checks. ¢ These,” she continued, “are
my children and yours: do they, too, share
in the blemish of their mother ?  But it may
come to pass that the people of Gueldres
may yet mourn our separation, when they
behold the failure of our line.” An incident
S0 affecting" and so Sublime, softened both
the Duke and his nobles; the royal pair
were reconciled ; but the male line of Ray-
nald, as the Duchess had almost predicted,
failed in his son, and the ducal crown passed
into the female branch.

The spread of a more chivalrous spirit
led to the institution by Cceur de Lion of
the noble Order of the Garter, which, in
1344, was revived by Edward the Third,
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and decorated with its present motto.
Froissart seems to sanction the story
which associat¢s the revival of the order
with Edward’ 8 passion for the Countess of
Salisbury, whose garter he is said to have
picked up, and presented to her in.presence
of the court, weth this exclamation, Zoni
sout qui mal y pens. Therc is no doubt that
the gay monarch was a devoted admirer of
the Countess, and the knightly chronicler,
in describing their first interview, enters
fully into the history of his attachment.
The fair lady had been besieged in her
husband’s castle of Wark, near Berwick, by
the King of Scotland, when Edward, at the
head of a powerful arm) ; advanced to her
relief, compelling the Scots to retreat. At
the interview which followed, *King Ed-
ward kept his eyes so fixed wupon the
Countess, that the gentle dame was quite
abashed. After he had examined his apart-
ment, he retired to a window, and leaning
on it, fell into a profound reverie.” This
was an ominous symptom, and, in darker
times, a royal lover, so decidedly smitten,
might not have been left without encourage-
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ment. DBut woman, after so long yielding
to the stream, had begun to assume her
natural position; and, as she cnjoyed the
esteem of others, learnt to respect herself.
The Countess was in the Keeping of her
own integrity and uprightiess, and saw no
guile and no perfidy in her guest. < Dear
sire,” she asked innocently of the King,
“what are you musing on? Such medita-
tion is not proper for you, saving your
grace.” “Oh, sweet lady!” replied the
monarch, “you must know that, since I
have been in this castle, some thoughts have
oppressed my mind that I was not before
aware of.” ‘¢ Dear sire, you ought to be of
good cheer, and leaye off such pondering
for God has becn very bountiful to you in
your undertakings. Therefore, if it please
you, we will to the hall to your nobles;
for dinner will straightway be served.”
““There be other things, O sweet lady,
which touch my heart, and lie heavy there,
beside what you talk of. In good truth,
your beauteous mien and the perfection of
your face and behaviour, have wholly over-
come me; and my peace depends on your
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accepting my love, which your refusal
cannot abate.”  ““Oh, my dread lord!”
exclaimed the flountess, ‘I cannot believe
you arc in carncst 3 for assuredly this would
neither redound to your glory, nor add to
your happiness.” And with these words,
she quitted the #partment, and took care to
afford the King no further opportunity of
prosecuting his suit. HEdward, however
though discouraged, continued to regard her
with the same feelings, and on bidding her
adieu, again pleaded his love and his devo-
tion. The reply of the Countess was poetic
in its simplicity, and,heroic in its sentiment.
“ My gracious liege,” she exclaimed, “ God
of his infinite goodness preserve you, and
drive from your mnoble heart all evil
thoughts; for I am, and ever shall be,
ready to serve you; but only in what is
consistent with my honour and your own.”

The first chapter of the Garter was graced
by the presence of the good Queen Philippa,
another bright example of the’advancement
and elevation of the sex. Many, indeed, were
the instances in which the benign influence
of this amiable Queen was exerted to modify
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and restrain the passions of her consort.
We have already mentioned her interpo-
sition in behalf of the luckless carpenters,
at the tournament of Cheap‘side; and who
does not remember, with an admiration
which centuries have failed to dimjnish,
how promptly and cffectaally she threw
hersclf between the King and the twelve
citizens of Calais, condemned to an ignomi-
nious death for their patriotism and heroism!
At the chapter of the Garter, she was at-
tended by the principal ladies of the Court,
who, with herself, were admitted Dame-
Copmpanions of the Order, and the wives of
the Knights continued to enjoy this dignity
during several succeeding reigns.

In that rude age, 'when persons of noble
birth were the observed-of all observers, the
humbler classes were affected, far more than
at present, by the principles and conduct of
their superiors; and the improved tone of
the higher produced a corresponding effect
in the lower "walks of life. It had been
well were this result accompanied, as it
easily might have been, by some com-
munity of feeling; but the proud barons
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were still the representatives of the haughty
Norman bandits, who trampled on the dearest
rights of the convnonalty, while they insnlted
and defied the prerogatives of the crown.
Viewed with distrust by the sovereign, they
were universally detested by the people 3 and
we now look bacle with a shudder at their in-
humanity, their insolertee, theirviolence, their
cruel exactions, and their repcated treasons.
A deep resentment had long been smoulder-
ing in the breast of the nation, when a tax-
collector, in levying the odious impost of
the poll-tax, barbarously,.insulted a young
girl, the daughter of ja blacksmith, and was
instantly struck dead by her father. The
collector was 1n the'serv.ice of  the King;
but it is a striking indication of the popular
feeling of the time, that the rebellion of
Wat Tyler, invoked by this incident, was
directed solely against the usurping tyranny
of the barons. This principle was empha-
tically announced by the rebels in their
motto— *
“ When Adam delved and Eve span,

Who was then a gentleman ?”

At first the misguided rabble carried all
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before them, and, marching on London,
seized and beheaded many persous of rank,
including the Archbishop .of Canterbury,
and, for a time, endangered the safety of
the Queen. But a simple civie functionary,
the intrepid Sir William Walworth, by
boldly slaying Tyler, delivered the crown
and the country from ‘ruin, when they were
left to their fate by the reercant barons.

It has always been the aim of the Kings
of England, from the time of the great
Alfred, to raise up a counterpoise to the
power of the aristocracy, by basing the
rqyal authority vn the affections, the sym-
pathies, and the suffrages of the people.
To this wise policy we owe our present
enduring accord, prosperity, sccurity, and
freedom. Our admirable constitution se-
cures to each class a proportionate influence
in the commonwealth, while all are bound,
both by interest and fecling, to uphold the
venerable fabric of the throne. This happy
result was nov brought about in a moment,
but was the slow fruit of successive cen-
turies: it was not achicved by a single
effort, but by ages of strife and bloodshed,
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and the contest, we may be sure, fell with
no light hand on woman, cither as regards
her social position, her domestic relations, or
her destiny.

The Temple Yarden, according to Shake-
speare, was the scene of the memorable inter-
view, whiclt obtained for our first civil war
the poctic designation of ¢“the Roses.”
There it was that Plantagenet exclaimed—

“ Let him that is a true-born gentleman,
And stands upon the honour of his birth,
If he suppose that I have pleaded truth,
From off this briar pluck a white rose with me.”

To which Somerset replieg—

“ Let him that is no coward nor’ no flatterer,
But dare maintain the party of the truth,
Pluck a red rose from off this thorn with me.”

The calamities which the Ambitious and un-
scrupulous Plantagenet. deliberately brought
on his native land, were to form the chief
incidents in the life of a beautiful and heroic,
if too impetuous Queen. Margaret of Anjou’
was the daughter of a royal bard, who,
through various channels of ancestry, was
titular sovereign of at least half a dozen
realms, though unfortunately they were, as
far as he was concerned, as visionary and
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unreal as any fiction of his muse. Margaret,
however, though she had no treasures,
brought her consort, Henry the Sixth, a rich
dower of beauty, talent, learning, and taste.
“ There was no princess ih Christendom,”
observes a contemporary' historian, ¢ so
accomplished as my lady Mdrguer‘ite of
Anjou.” Nor was she deficient in more
solid and more sterling qualities.” Trained
in the school of misfortuue, she had lecarnt,
in the first impressible yecars of life, the
bitter uses of adversity, and the lesson was
not a void—for though, at first, appearances
betokened othervs;ise, she was destined to
tread the same thorn:y path to the end of
her carcer. As she touched the soil of
England, racks of ¢ark thick clouds, which
had for some time been lowering round,
burst into a fearful storm; and rolling
thunder pealed an awful salute to the trem-
"bling Queen. A short period of happiness
and triumph followed her union with Henry,
which was selemnized at Titchficld, just as
she entered her sixteenth year. Detraction,
however, dogged her steps from the moment
she quitted her father’s court, and the great
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muse of Shakespeare has lent its sanction to
calumnies, for which, after the most diligent
search, therc appears to be no other gronnd
than the malice 6f her enemies. The grow-
ing turmoil of “he age and the imbecility
of Henry invitetl her aspiring spirit to
take an active part in public affairs, and
she was undoubtedly «led into various un-
constitutional acts, which, in a more tran-
quil period, would have been better avoided.
But, in contemplating the character of Mar-
garet, we must remember the circumstances
in which she was placed, and Jook with in-
dulgence on the indiscretions of a princess,
who, in a strange Izu.ld, surrounded by hos-
tile peers, and a misgtided populace, found
she could rely for actlon”and support on
none but hersclf. At length, the lawless
barons broke into open revolt, and it is a
forcible illustration of the state of society at
the time, that one of these feudal despots,
the Earl of Warwick, was alone able, by
the number of his vassals, to turn the scale
in favour of whatever party he espoused; and,
from the facility with which he changed from
side to side, acquired the significant appella-
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tion of the King-maker. But Margaret,
maintaining her royal dignity, was not to
be intimidated by this fiexce paladin ; and
when called upon to arbitritec between him
and the illustrious Somerset‘, she gave her
voice in favour of the latter, holdly exclaim-
ing, “ I am of this partyy and will uphold
it.”  The civil war found her equal to the
position she had seized, and the prerogatives
she claimed ; and she maintained the arduous
contest, through good report and evil, in
success and in adversity, with the same re-
solute, unbending spirit. After her scvere
defeat ‘at Northampton, she collected a new
army with incredible rapidity, and advancing
to Wakefield, besicged the Duke of York
in his own castle, personally taunting him
with cowardice, in ‘¢ seffering himself to be
braved by awoman.” York, whose courage
was his ruling sentiment, was goaded into
giving her battle; and it has bcen as-
serted that Margaret actually took part in
the engagement, which terminated in a com-
plete victory for the Lancastrians, sullied,
however, by the indignities offered to the
mangled body of York, apd by other atroci-
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ties. But to follow Margaret through all
the vicissitudes of her carcer would require
a volume, and these pages can afford her but
a simple niche. ?There is, however, one inci-
dent, typical of the romantic adventures in
which she was sometimes engaged, and illus-
trating alsd the temper of the times, which
it would be an omission not to record. It
was after the sanguinary battle of Jexham,
that Margaret, with the young Prince of
Wales, flying through the forest, on her way
to the Neottish border, was captured by a
gang of robbers, such as then infested every
part of unhappy En gl.mnf The costly attire
of the fugitives revealed their rank, and the
brigands scized Marghret by her luxuriant
tresses, and dragged her Defore their chief,
stripping her on the way of all her orna-
ments and valuables, and even threatening to
take her life.  Death she did not fear; but
she besought them, in a voice choked with
emotion, not to mutilate or disfigure her
body, which would prevent itsebeing identi-
fied, frankly confessing that she was the
Queen of England, and as such might well
ask this forbearance ; but the ruffianly plun-
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derers, insensible to every scntiment of
honour and virtue, would probably have
paid little regard to her wishes, and she
might have been sacrificed fo their thirst of
blood, if, at this juncture, they ha d not
begun to quarrel among themselves respect-
ing the division of the bapty. The Qucen,
seizing the favourable moment, with the tact
and address she so well knew how to exer-
cise, turned to one of her train, a sturdy
squire, who was looking mournfully on, and
vehemently exclaimed, ¢ By the passion of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—have
pity upon me, and enable me to escape !”
The squire could not resist such an appeal
from his mistress, a beautifal woman and a
Quecn.  “* Mount bchind me, madamn,” he
replied, ‘“and put my, Lord Prince before,
and I will deliver you or dic in the attempt !”
In an instant the Queen and Prince were on
the saddle, the loyal squire clapped spurs to
his horse, and before the gang were alarmed
they were galloping furiously through the
forest.

Night overtook the fugitives, while they
were still buried among the trees; and,
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jaded and cxhausted, enveloped in darkness,
and uncertain where to bend their steps,
they were giving themselves up to despair,
when a glimpse ¢f moonlight, falling through
a sylvan glade, exposed a tall figure in ar-
mour, standing at*the mouth of a cave, as if
patiently atWaiting their approach. The
man, there could be ne doubt, was another
frecbooter—perhaps one of the gang so
lately cluded ; but the undaunted Queen had
formed a bold resolution, such as the emer-
geney required, and, springing from the
saddle, she took the hand of her child and
led him up to the robber. ¢ Here, my
friend,” she cried, ‘““save the son of your
King. Gold we have* none, to mvu you, for
robhers have already despoﬂcd us ; ; but it is
the unfortunate Quecan of Ingland who has
now fallen into your hands in her desolation
and distress ; and, O, man! if thon hast any
knowledge of God, I beseech you, for his
sake, to have compassion on my misery!”
And, placing the young Prince* in his arms,
she added, ““T charge you to preserve and
defend this mnocent Prince, whom I now
consign to your carc.” The outlaw, man pf
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violence though he was, was overcome by
her appeal, and, throwing himself at her
feet, declared, with a flood,of tears, that he
would dic a thousand de)l‘.thé rather than
abandon the Prince, or betray the trust she
had reposed in him. And-he kept his word,
remaining to the last one f her most devoted
adherents. '

It need not be related here how the long
struggle of Margaret, chequered in its course
by all the accidents of war, terminated in the
murder of her son and her pious consort, and
in her own ignominious captivity. From this
she was at length released, and returning to
her native Provence, she closed her sad and
eventful carcer in ja humble chateau, in the
fifty-first };ear of hef age, lecaving behind her
a name and story that, while great deeds
are remembered, will never be forgotten.
In the “Lives of the Queens of England,”
Miss Strickland makes mention of an inte-
resting relic of Margaret, still in existence,
which tells the sad moral of her history. It
is a breviary, in which the poor Queen has
written these words, ¢ Vanit¢ des vanités,
tQut la vanité !”
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The same spirit of baronial ambition and
intestine strife which effected such ravages
in England, passed like a whirlwind over
France, leavingj it exposed both to the
uuscrupulous ddsigns of domestic traitors
and to foreign ipvasion. The privileges
of seignory,. instea‘u.d of elevating,” had de-
graded the nobility, while they had cor-
rupted and debased the humbler classes ;
and Cressy and Poitiers, and, in the next
century, Agincourt, beheld the proud chi-
valry of IFrance shamefully turning their
backs on a handful of English yeomen. Such
a spectacle made the people aware that their
arrogant oppressors were but men, endued
with like fears with themselves; and, at the
same time, afforded a suggestivecand dan-
gerous example. On a sudden the peasantry
rose in a mass agains.t their lords; castles,
villages, and towns were assaulted, cap-
tured, and sacked; and an infuriated jac-
querie, sparing neither age nor sex, carried
ruin, destruction, and anarchy through the
whole kingdom.

The death of Henry the Fifth left France
at liberty to attempt the recovery of her

VOL. II. it
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independence, with tne advantage of con-
tending on her own soil against the forces
of a foreign power, directedeby the feeble
hand of a Viceroy, m'i the distracted
counsels of a Regency. ;kut the energy of
the people was inadequate to the contest,
and, aftér a few desperate encounters, they
were obliged to concentrate their foree for
a final strggle in the city of Orleans.  This
last bulwark of the Irench monarchy was
quickly iftvested by the Iinglish, and now
fixed the attention of all Europe., Among
those who, unknown and unobscrved, lis-
tened with cager cars to every account of
the progress and protpects of the siege, was
a girl of seventeen,.who filled the humble
station of servant«t an inn, in which cha-
racter, when not engaged in the work of the
house, she assisted the ostler, dressed and
groomed the horses of the guests, and con-
ducted them to the watering-place. This
employment, by mere force of habit, ren-
dered her an expert horsewoman, while it
gave her a taste for rough and manly exer-
cises ; and the incidents of the siege, related
in her hearing by eye-witnesses, often per-
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sonally cngaged in the struggle, fired her
imagination, and invoked in her bosom a
patriotic devotion to her sovereign and
country. Suddenly she announced herself
as commanded?by Heaven to raise the siege
of Orlea s, and ,crown Charles the Seventh
in the ancient city of Rheims. A's might be
expected, her pretensions  only  exeited
derision, till, persevering in  these bold
assertions, the most incredulous were struck
by the burning eloquence of her*enthusiasm,
by her commanding manner, her youth, her
innocence, and her beauty. Baudricourt,
the governor of the neihbouring town of
Vancouleurs, sent her to the King, at
Chinon, and though Charles put forward a
favourite courtier in ¥nseplace; and stood
among the crowd as a spectator, she in-
stantly singled him out, addressed him in
the name of the Almighty, declared her
intentior of relieving Orleans, and demanded
as the instrument of her future victories an
antique sword, preserved in the church of
St. Catherine de Fierbois. The monarch,
whether influenced by superstition or policy,
or by a combination of both, accepted and
H 2



148 JOAN RELIEVES ORLEANS.

recognised her mission, which was solemnly
approved by a synod of divines; and Joan,
mounted on horseback, clad in armour, and
girt with the sword from the shrine of St.
Catherine, was presented to\the people as a
messenger from Heaven. Her picturesque
appearance, her personal attragtionsy and
the dexterity with w.hi(:h‘she managed her
fiery steed, the result of her training at the
hostelry, gave an air of reality to her
assumed chdracter, and she was saluted with
the most rapturous acclamations. In a few
days she set out with a convoy for Orleans,
which she entered in triumph, cutting her
way through the fortified lines of the Eng-
lish, and striking their boldest lcaders with
dismay. 'This feeling, so natural in a super-
stitious age, was deepened by her subsequent
conduct, by the skill and fortitude she dis-
played in defence of the city, and by her
repeated brilliant sorties, in whichsvaliantly
throwing herself into the thick of the fight,
she bore down all opposition, and so weak-
cned and depressed our sturdy countrymen,
that, at length, their commanders were
compelled to raise the siege.
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Joan had now fulfilled one object of her
mission ;3 the other, which was to crown
the King at IRheims, seemed even more
chimerical. TlHe ancient capital was in a
distant part of the kingdom, and the whole
intervening, couﬁtry was occupied by the
English, whose posts and strong garrisons,
placed at all the prominent points, com-
manded every part of the road. No sooner,
however, had the maiden warrior eflected
the liberation of Orleans, than she called
upon Charles to accompany her to Rheims,
for the purpose of recciving from her hands
the crown of France.« The monarch, though
sensible of the danger and difficulty of the
enterprise, responded ta Len summous, and sct
out from Chinon at the head of 12,000 men.
He had no reason to‘repent of his temerity ;
the English, not yet recovered from their
panic, and regarding Joan as a witch, in-
vested with supernatural power, did not
venture to oppoée him ; every town threw
open its gates at his approach, and reaching
Rheims, Joan placed on his brow the diadem
of Charlemagne.

Would we could end this story of woman’s
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heroism with the pomp and glitter of the
coronation, when the heroine’s name, now
ennobled, rang in triumphant shouts from
every lip; and grateful milijons hailed her
as a champion and deliverer. It was at this
moment, indeed, that Joan wished to rptire,
having successfully ficcomplishe;l the task
for which she consideréd herself to have been
raised up; but she was unfortunately per-
suaded by Dunois to enter a city .then be-
sieged by the English, and undertake its
defence. Now familiar with her presence,
our countrymen had recovered their native
valour ; and in ‘heading a sortic from the
beleagured town, Joan was made prisoner,
and carried with, ex;ﬁting shouts into the
English camp. A court of gloomy warriors
found her guilty of witcheraft; and this fair
young creature, in the bloom of her beauty
and her life—for she had but just reached
her nineteenth year—after performing pro-
digies of valour in the field, and carning a
fame not more brilliant than pure, was con-
demned to be burnt alive, and actually
perished at the stake.

While the great kingdoms of England and
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France were distracted by civil contention,
or forcign war, the state of society in Italy
was no less pitiable, corrupt, and degraded.
That beautiful arfl extensive peninsula, once
the garden of the world, had never wholly
recovered {rom th® ravages of the barbarouns
hordes of Germar#y and the North, during
the later period of the empire 5 and, through
all the succeeding ages, it had repeatedly been
the prey of the various neighbouring powers,
or of domestic tyrants and factions. Such
a 2égime necessarily unhinged the whole
fabric of society, and the yices of the other
countries of Christendom were here deve-
loped in frightful luxurance, and under cir-
cumstances more thal‘l\_ usually revolting.
The family of the Borgias affords a striking
example of the ineradicable depravity of the
community. The father, Alexander, occu-
pied the papal throne: his mistress, Vac-
cozzia, was a member of an influential Roman
family ; his two sons were elevated to the
rank of princes; and his daughter, the beau-
tiful and gifted, thongh frail Lucretia, mar-
ried  successively three noble hushands.
Casar Borgia has been aptly described as
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‘“great amongst the wicked,” and embodied
in his character, with a fierce and implacable
will, every vice that disgraces and debases
nature.  After dyeing his hfuds in the blood
of his brother, he became the ready instru-
ment of all the atrocious schemes of his
father; and these two “monsters, one of
whom was the head of the Christian world,
kept in their pay a regular band of assassins,
who were constantly employed in removing
their opponents with the dagger. Others
were carried off by poison, administered in
the convivial cup or the tempting pasty
and it was at a ‘banquet of this description,
prepared for the destruction of nine wealthy
Cardinals, , who had,hppointed the Borgias
their heirs, that Alexander the Sixth unex-
pectedly met his death; drinking by mistake
the wine which, in an evil hour, he had pre-
pared exclusively for his guests. Cesar, by
the help of a vigorous constitution, recovered,
but soon afterwards received a morcal wound
under the walls of Viana, in Spain, while
serving as a volunteer in the army of his
brother-in-law, John D’Albret, King of
Navarre; and died exclaiming ‘I have
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prepared in my life for everything but
death.”

Lucretia Borgia, to whom our narrative
more especially fapplies, shared the vices, if
not the crimes of her family ; and is asso-
ciated in the vilest character with her father
and her two brotffers.  This imputation, in-
deed, has been disputed by Roscoe, but the
apostolic journals leave no doubt of the
scandalous irregularity of her life, which
even in that age was a proverb. In her
infancy she had been betrothed to a gentle-
man of Arragon; but her father, on his
clevation to the pongificaté, cancelled this
engagement, and her, hand was given to
Jean Sforza, the weakhy Seigneur of Pe-
saro, and one of the most potent nobles of
Italy. While the farriage was yet but
recent, an opportunity presented itself of
forming a more auspicious alliance, and
a shameful pretext was found, by the pliant
Curia, for dissolving the union with Sforza,
when Lucretia became the Bride of Al-
phonse, duc de Bresiglia, son of Alphonse
the Second, King of Arragon. The second
husband fell by the poniard of Casar, who,

H 3
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on, forming an alliance with the French
party, was. desirous of breaking off all con-
nexion with the Royal family of Arragon,
and, to effect this object, hade his willing
sister a widow. DBut she was soon provided
with a third consort, in the persen of
Alphonse d’Este, son of the Duke of Fer-
rara, an amiable and’ accomplished prinee,
at whose court, removed from the pernicious
influence of her relatives, she threw off her
vicious habits, and for the remainder of her
life, conducted herself in an irreproachable
and even cxemplary manner.  Gathering
around her a cifele of poets aund scholars,
she became a bencfactress to literature, as
well as a liperal p&tI‘i}IIOSS of its professors ;
and having survived all her family, ex-
pired, at an advanced age, amidst the
regrets and tears of her houschold, her
dependents, and her subjects.

Spain, the first conquest of barbarism,
when the fall of Rome shook with an earth-
quake the ri§ing nations of Europe, at this
time advanced, under the sway of a woman,
to the highest point of greatness. Enslaved
in the cighth century by the.Moors, it had
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for ages been parcelled out in small kingdoms,
connected by no ties of consanguinity, fra-
ternity, or language, but, on the contrary,
cherishing the smost bitter hatred of cach
other, and desolating that fruitful land with
the hereditary feuds of the desert. The
Christian power Was gradually restored over
the greater part of the country, divided into
three independent states, (Yastile, Navarre,
and Arragon, while that of the Moors, re-
ceding behind the inaccessible fastnesses of
Granada, styll maintained a barbarie splen-
dour in the golden halls, of the Alhambra.
It is to the court of Arragon we must turn
for a moment to catch a glimpse of the evil
character of the regirAe ayd the, age. The
crown of that kingdom, the sccond in extent
and importance of the Spanish monarchies,
had devolved on the ferocious John, a crafty
and ambitious prince, married to a consort
of kindred temper, whom he had raised
from a private station to share his throne.
Their ecldest son Carlos becaihe, by rever-
sion, heir to the little kingdom of Navarre,
which, nestled among the peaks of the
Pyrenees—the Switzerland of the south—
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had long maintained its mountain nation-
ality against the arms and intrigues both of
its Spanish neighbours, and of the mightier
puissance of France. But Clrlos, though a
virtuous and estimable prince, was not a
favourite with his parents, and endeavonring
to deprive him of the succession, they com-
pelled their unfortunate son to resort to a
civil war, which his death, by the ordinary
agency of poison, brought to an abrupt
close. Carlos bequeathed the crown of
Navarre to his sister Blanchg; but this
arrangement was sill at variance with the
crooked designs’ of his parents, and they
presented the vacant diadem to their eldest
daughter, Klinor,, €ontess de Foix, whose
son, Gaston de Foix, had recently become
the son-in-law of the King of France. Not
content with robbing Blanche of her in-
heritance, and disregarding all the tender
impulses of paternity, which indeed in that
stormy era were rarcly allowed to interfere
with questions of policy or aggrandisement,
the unnatural father determined to place
the princess herself in her sister’s hands;
and despite her entreaties, her remon-
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strances, and her tears, despatched her
under a strong escort to Navarre. The
fears which Blanche entertained of the re-
sult, and, perhaps, the object of this step,
were quickly realised; and she had been
but a short time an inmate of the royal
castle of B::arne,""thn poison removed her
from the perilous vicifiity of the throne, and
accomplished the design and the vengeance
of her sister.

Such family tragedics are the ordinary
incidents of a period of barbarism, but were
not, at this epoch, characteristic of the
Spanish nation, whi¢h had very early made
advances on the bright and pleasant path of
civilization. Many dauses had  contributed
to effect this result; and the intercourse, no
less than the ware, maintained with the
Moors—the progress made by these in-
truders in the development of the arts, which
the Spaniards had such frequent opportunities
of observing, as well as their incessant forays
on the Christian settlements*—combined to
kindle amongst all classes, a refined, chival-
rous, and romantic spirit. This was evinced
alike in the polished and courteous bear-
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ing of the Spaniards, in their deeds of arms,
their high code of honour, and their soul-
stirring minstrelsy. The Don Quixote of
Cervantes is no creation of the poct, except
in its exaggeration ; and Spanish cavaliers,
armed cap-a-pie, and animbted by a deep
religious and poctic sentithent, really wan-
dered far and wide in' quest of adventures,
righting the inmocent and defending the
wealk, in the honoured name of their chosen
lady-love.  On the Dbloody field or the
smaller areuna of the lists, in the hattle or
the tournament, they were equally distin-
guished ; and the Duke de Medina Sidonia
and Pouee de Leon, Marquis-Duke de Cadiz,
were, in the, ﬁfteep’gh ;)entury, no unworthy
representatives of the Cid of carlier times.
The four crowns of -Spain were united
under the sway of Isabella of Castile and
her husband Ferdinand; and to these do-
minions were added, by conquest and in-
heritance, the foreign dependencies of Sar-
dinia, Naples, «Sicily, and the Balearic Isles.
Isabela was the daughter of John 11, King
of Castile; and at the tender age of four
years, was left, by the premature death
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of John, to the guardianship of her brother
Henry, who succecded his father on the
Castilian throne. A court tainted by the
excesses of a young and profligate King
was a very unsuitable sphere for so delicate
a plapt; and hef mother, a princess distin-
guished for her ¢wisdom and piety, soon
removed Isabella to the obscure castle of
Arevalo, where she brought her up in the
assiduous practice of virtue and self-denial,
attending carcfully to her cducation, and
imbruing her infant mind with a fervent
zeal for the interests of religion. In her
childhood she was hetrotlred to the unfor-
tunate Don (farlos, son of John of Arragon ;
and at a later poriod& when that prinee had
been removed by death, her hand was
promised by her brother to Alfonso, King
of Portugal ; but this contract she refused
to complete, on the ground of the advanced
vears of her vencrable lover. Henry then
found a younger, but not more welcome
suitor, in the Grand Master+of Calatrava,
an ecclesiastic, released by a papal dispen-
sation from his monastic engagements, and
authorised to undertake the happier yoke
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of matrimony. The King eagerly supported
his pretensions ; and determined, notwith-
standing the undisguised and avowed re-
pugnance of his sister, to effect the union.
But the princess was not without friends,
nor did the Grand Mastér lack enemies.
“ God will not permit this marriage,” ex-
claimed Beatrix de Bobadilla, a faithful
adherent of Isabella, ¢ neither will 1!”
And drawing a dagger from her bosom, she
swore that she would stab the odious bride-
groom dircctly he appearcl. It is not
likely that Isabella would have permitted
such an action, even in her own defence ;
but the zealous Beatrix had no opportunity
of making the attempi. On his way from
Almagro to Madrid, where his nuptials
were to be solemnised,s the Grand Master
was suddenly attacked by a malignant
disease, and was ill only four days when
he expired, éursing the hard fortune which
snatched him from the world at such a
moment.

The death of the Grand Master was
followed by a civil war, which elevated
Alfonso, the younger brother of Isabella,
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to the throne, though he was only in his
twelfth year; and for three years he con-
tested the splendid prize with the vacillating
Henry.  One morning, however, he was
found dead in his bed, no doubt destroyed
by the usual resource of poison; and the
confederated nobles then offered the su-
preme authority to* Isabella.  But the
amiable princess, who founded her notions
of right on principle, not policy, declined
the proffered honour, nobly declaring that
she could not lawfully reign during the
life of her brother; and, through her
resistance, negotiatipns were opened with
Henry, the rights of all parties definitively
settled, and peace resored,

Three new suitors now aspired to the hand
of the wise, beautiful, and accomplished
Isabella. Of these, two were the brothers,
and one the son of a King—namely,
Richard Duke of Gloucester, brother of our
own Edward the Fourth; the ill-fated
Duke of Guienne, brother vf Louis the
Eleventh of France; and the sagacious
Don Ferdinand, son of John of Arragon,
and brother of her first suitor, the unhappy
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Don Carlos. The handsome person and
polished  manners of Ferdinand, allied to
her in blood, and cundeared by other asso-
ciations, secured the preference of Isabella,
but were not so successful with her in-
triguing brother Henry, who, as of old,
wished to bestow the royai heiress on some
creature of his own. Isabella, however,
learning his purpose, sceretly arranged the
marriage with the court of Arragon; and,
under the protection of Admiral Henriquez,
escaped from the little towrr of Madrigal,
where Henry had intended to make her
prisoner, to the friendly and fortified city of
Valladolid. ~ Meanwhile, the impatient
Ferdinand entered, (astile in  disguise,
accompanied by half a dozen attendants,
who represented themselves as travelling
merchants, while the young prince, dressed
as a servant, waited upon them at the
various inns where they stopped, and
groomed and dressed their mules. In this
way they traversed the country, journeying
chiefly at night; and, at length, arrived
before the frowning gates of Valladolid..
There the prince’s adventures were nearly
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brought to a tragic close; for a sentinel,
observing some dark figures steal up
the approach, took the way-worn travel-
lers for encmics, and hurled down from
the ramparts a huge stone, which, but
for a timely spring, would have  crushed
the royal lover Amder its weight. But
calling out his name; hostility was suec-
ceeded by the liveliest demonstrations of
Jjoy, and he was instantly admitted into the
city, where, in a few days, his marriage
with the lovély Princess Tsabella was
publicly solemnized, in the palace of her
ancestors, and the pgesenct of nearly two
thousand speetators.

The reign of Ferdirand and Igabella was
productive of the most important con-
sequences to Spain, to Europe, and to the
world ; and it was to the presiding influence
of Isabella, to her genius, picty, and benefi-
cence, that these effects were in  great
measure, if not wholly due. IHer patronage
of Columbus gave to mankind the rich
heritage of the new world; and she was
ever a steady protector of religion, learning,
philosophy, science, and the arts. Her
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court was a school of virtue, in which the
example of her own life was the most
beautiful, as well as the most sublime
study. She personally superintended the
various departments of the public admi-
nistration, and at the risk of inguring
obloquy, supported her Tuinister Ximenes,
the illustrionus Cardinal, in all his wise,
though unpopular measures, for the renova-
tion of the government and the reform of
the laws. The great Captain, Gonsalvo
~de Cordova, shared her f{riendship with
Ximenes and Columbus; and all too soon
learnt, at her death,.how much they had
owed to her justice, her wisdom, and her
generosity .,

Happy in her marriage, in her reign, and
in the affection and devoted loyalty of her
subjects, Isabella was doomed to experience
the sorrows of humanity in her children.
Her son, the best-loved of her heart, and
the hope of Spain, died in his youth; and
her favourit¢ daughter, Eleanora of Por-
tugal, quickly followed him to the grave.
A darker fate was in store for her daughter
Joanna, who, at an early age, married the
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Archduke Philip of Austria, and had
scarcely become a mother, when she mani-
fested symptoms of insanity. The poor
(Jueen was overwhelmed by these successive
trials; and a constitution naturally delicate,
and worn by care, anxiety, and trouble, left
her an casy prly to a fever, which, in
October, 1504, attacked her with great
virulence, and speedily marked her for its
victim. But her great faculties and serene
temper remained unshaken; and a few
minutes before her death, she turned her
mild blue cyes on the sorrowing domestics,
who had silently gathered round the bed,
and softly murmured;—“ Db not weep for
me, nor waste your tipe in fruitless prayers
for my recovery; but. pray rather for the
salvation of my soul.” Thus closed the
useful and blameless life of the good Queen
Isabella.
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Iv.
THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.

Tur three great divisions of the ancient
world were cach. named from a woman—
JEurope from Europa, daughter of Agenor,
King of Pheenicia 5 Asia from Asia, the wife
of Prometheusy . and Libya, the modern
Africa, from a native heroine of that name.
It was destined that® the munificence and
enterprise of another woman—Isabella of
Castile—should be mainly instrumental in
the discovery of the fourth and remaining
continent.

Christophtr Columbus, an obscure [talian
mariner, was the pilot of mankind to this
new region. He was born in the famous
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city of Genba, in 1435, and was the son of
Dominico Colombo, who, with his wife
Susaunna, carned a precarious livelihood by
combing wool. Christopher carly manifested
an unconquerable predilection for a nautical
life, and commgnced his career, like our
own -« Dralke, as _a cabin  boy, at the
susceptible age of fourteen. Engaging in
numerous warlike CX}.)(‘(liti(’)HS, he signalised
his courage in a remarkable manner ; and on
one occasion, he attempted, though with
what success is unknown, to cut out a galley
from the fortificd harbour of Tunis—in those.
days the most perilous feat of maritime war-
fare. But his occasibvnal Vs'fanderings to the
mouth of the unknown ocean, beyond the
narrow outlet of the Mediterrancan, inspired
his mind with other and more sublime ideas,
and he was scized with an irresistible im-
pulse to traverse that mighty cxpanse of
waters, which had so long formed the boun-
dary of the world. A deep-rooted convic-
tion of the sphericity of the earth led him to
helieve that the wild waves of the Atlantic
washed, at no immeasurable distance, the
golden shores of western Asia; and in every
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fragment of wood that was picked up at
sea, every floating débris, every law of the
currents and the winds, he beheld a new
witness to the truth of his theory. Himself
without funds to fit out an expedition of dis-
covery, he submitted his views to the King
of Portugal, hoping, by a prospect so tempt-
ing, to secure his assistance and protection
but, after repeated efforts, he completely
failed in this design, and secrctly quitting
Lisbon, had recourse to the more potent
sovereigns of Spain. Fourteen years were
consumed in fruitless attendance and solicita-
tion in the gorgeous palace of Ferdinamd,
snd at length, heart-hroken by continual
disappointments, Columbus was about to
try his fortune in‘Erngland, when the prior
‘of a Franciscan convent, at which he applied
for a night’s shelter, induced him to make
another trial of royal favour, recommended
him to some influential friends at court, and
procured him an early introduction to the
good Queen Isabella. That great princess
was interested, if not convinced, by his
glowing statements; she instantly became
his friend and protectress; and finally, after
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encountering ingumerable obstacles, which
only such a woman and such a man could
have overcome, succeeded in accomplishing
the great wish of his heart.  An expedition
was ordered to be fitted out at the joint ex-
pense of the two Sovercigns ; and Columbus
was appmntod its tommander.

It was in his fifty*fourth year, in the
autumn of 1492, that Columbus set sail on
his eventful and memorable voyage with a
tiny squadron of three vessels, only one of
which was decked. Ewen in the present day,
it would be deemed a perilous and most
hazardous enterprise to atteinpt the passage
of the Atlantic in an wpen galley, scarcely
raised above the level of the water; but it
should seem, from the event, that an over-
ruling Providence was especially watchfual
of these frail barks; and from the moment
of their leaving the Canaries, the last
frowning gate of the known world, they
encountered only light breezes, placid
waves, and summer showers. "Lven these,
however, presented themselves to the super-
stitious minds of the sailors as evil and inaus-
picious portents, eminently adverse to their

VOL. IT.
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project ; the henignant airg of the Tropies
appeared to be unvarying winds, inclined
eternally to one point, and, consequently, of
a character to prex?ent their retwrn; the
dead calm of the equator was a motionless
pool, in which their cli)gigrcd Jarks, were
fixed for ever; the vast, wide, unbroken
waters were without end, and without hound.
They shuddered at the unaccountable varia-
tion of the compass; they no longer took
comfort in floating branches of trees, or
hailed with delight, as.from another Ark, the
numerous flocks of birds which sailed ma-
jestically past—stray. messengers {rom an-
other world. Their, ships were buffeting
unknown billows; night mantled the sky
and the sea, and darkness was in every
mind, when oune watchful eye, ever scanning
the horizon, discerned a light. Ie pointed
it out to the despairing crew, announced it
as the beacon of the long-sought and
anxiously-expected shore ; and morning
realised his dnticipations, revealing, with its
first rays, the verdant slopes of the Antilles.

The inhabitants of the island, untutored
children of nature, were already gathered
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on the beach, rapt in wonder at the appear-
ance and the movements of the ships, which
they considered to be living monsters risen
from the deeps and the docile sails, which,
as the callant barks tacked to and fro, were
now closely furled, now: spread to the wind,
they concetved tg* e wings, with which the
huge animals could .cither skim over the
waves or rise in the air.  DBut their amaze-
ment was increased when boats were lowered
from the stern, and they saw men, or rather
gods, as they simply thought, lightly spring
into them, and pull for the shore. As the
strangers approached, théy- retreated in dis-
may ; but the kind a.xpect and noble mien of
Columbus, with his fmendly and anoummno‘
gestures, dispelled or moderated their fears.
They cautiously advanced nearer, gradually
drew closer and closer, came up to him, and
fell at his fect.

There was only one female in the throng,

a young girl, whose beautiful form had never
known the restraint of clothing. Her com-
plexion, like that of her companions, was
tawny ; her features werc pleasing, and
though they were slightly disfigured by

I2
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paint, and shaded by long, straight tresses
of coarse black hair, the effect of her appear-
ance, if fantastic, was, on the whole, agrce-
able. She was won by the kindness and gene-
rosity of Colwwbus, who presented her with
some glass beads and hawk’s-bells, inestima-
Dhle treasures in the eyes ofep savae heauty ;
and from this moment, her simple heart was
wholly devoted to the fascinating strangers.
At another island the natives, terrified at
the sight of such mysterious beings, fled at
their approach. They were pursued by the
sailors, who succceded in capturing a young
woman, the wife of ‘a resident in the nearest
‘village. She was of a cohll‘)amtively fair com-
plexion, though clothing heing superfluous in
this warm climat¢, ncither her face nor her
form possessed any protection from the sun,
aud her only attempt at adornment was a
sinall gold pendant hanging from her nose.
'Columbus, asin the former case, presented her
with some beads and trinkets, and sent her
away rcjoicing. She proved an instrument
for cstablishing peace and amity with the
other inhabitants of the island, who now
flocked to the shore in cager crowds, bring-
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ing with them, as a pledee of good will,
the husband of the liberated captive, who
was profuse in his manifestations of grati-
tude to the gencrous Columbus.

The great navigator was especially ob-
servant of the social condition and position
of the sex in this simple community. “TIn
all these islands,” he eemarks, ‘it scems to
me that the men have but one wife, though
the king or chieftain is allowed twenty.
Most of the work devolves on the women ;
but I have been unable to ascertain whether
they are capable of inheriting property, but
rather think not.” The s'overeign authority,
as in all primitive C(;Innnmitios, was heredi-
tary, descending, however, in the female
line, which was considered to insﬁre, beyond
all doubt, the consgnguinity of the sucees-
sion. The women were universally gentle,
tractable, tender, and aﬁ"ectionafe, prompt,
to love, and devoted in their attachments.
Las Casas compares their innocence with
that of Eve, beforc the forbidden fruit,
maturing and corrupting her mind, had
taught her to blush at the modest simplicity
of nature. He might have extended the
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parallel to their country, which possessed
attractions worthy of Paradisc; and the
smiling valleys, clothed in all the glory of
tropical vegetation, surrounded by verdant,
undulating heights, crowned with woods, the
trees laden with every variety of fruit, and
overshadowing erystal stregms, nfargined by
banks of odorous flowers, appcared to their
European visitors no mapt representation of
Eden.

This picture was soon to be marred and
wasted by European cruelty : the valleys, so
pleasant, so fruitful, so peaceful, were devas-
tated ; the limpid ‘streams ran with blood ;
the once happy and trug'tful natives were sub-
jugated, op];)r(,ssed butchered, and enslaved.

Columbus, sent in chains to Spain, could
no longer interpose between the Spaniards
and their victims ; and the miserable Indians
now beheld the beings whom they had
worshipped as gods, literally transformed
into demons. The fate of Anacaona atfords
a melancholy .example of their ferocity and
villany. This noble daughter of nature,
beautiful alike in person and disposition,
was the sister of a powerful cacique, ruling
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over a fertike and populous distriet, in the
heart of San Domingo; and at his death,
she succeeded to the government, and be-
came the happy mistress of a loyal people.
The esteem in which she was held in the
island is intimated by her name, which may
be interpreted z{s‘“ The Golden Flower,”
and it would appear, from the concurring
testimony of several "Spanish writers, that
she was endowed with such eminent natural
giftsg that they almost compensated for her
want of education, imparting a polish to her
manners, a dignity to her mien, and a
delicate  refinement  to. her mind, which
might well recall she truthful words of
Gray

“ Full many a flower is born*to blush unseen,

And waste its sweetness on the desert air.”
She was a skilled ‘musician, as far as the
rude instruments of the wilderness would
permit, and also a poetess, having composed,
with little effort, some of the finest of the
wild legendary ballads which formed the
favourite chants of the natives, and which
they sang together in the national dances,
on every occasion of rejoicing. Her husband,
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(faonaba, one of the most warlike of the
independent Carily chiefs, had been made
prisoner by the Spaniards, and carried as a
slave to LEurope; but this, though for a
time overwhelming her with grief, did not
alienate her from the white men, as she
knew that  (aonaba had provoked « their
cnmity, and so regarded his ecaptivity as an
ordinary result of war. She even consented
to give the hand of her daughter to one of
the stranger race, Hernando de Guavgra, a
uoble cavalicer, who had become desperately
cnamourcd of the young Indian belle, but
who, after their union, treated her with
characteristic  petfidy «and cruclty.  Still,
Anacaona, from policy, if not from feeling,
continued té maintain friendly relations with
the Spaniards, though they cvery day sub-
Jjected her or her subjects to some fresh
outrage. At length, she received an intima-
tion from Ovando, the Spanish governor,
that he was about to pay her a visit, and,
anxious to conciliate his good will, she
exhausted her’ scanty resources in preparing
for his reception. He was accompanied by
a powerful force, both of cavalry and in-



MASSACRY OF NATIVES. 177

fantry 5 but the confiding Anacaona, relving
on her own rectitude, had no suspicion
of treachery, and gave them an cager wel-
come.  Ovando was lodged in the best hut
in the village; his troops were hospitably
entertained; and the simple Indians, under
the direction of their Queen, sought to please
and divert them with their national games
and dances. Ovando, apparently in high
good humour, proposed to make a return for
these civilities, by exhibiting the Buropean
spectacle of a tournament ; and on the
appointed day, Anacaona and the neighbour-
ing caciques, cighty it numher, were invited
t0 his house, fronting the great square of the
village, for the purpose *of viewing the
pageant, while a concourse of naked, un-
armed Indians surrounded the lists below.
At the moment when all were expecting the
tournament to commence, Ovando-gave the
signal fora general massacre.  The caciques,
afler being cruelly tortured, were ticd to
posts, and the house being set on fire, they
perished 1 the flames; the other spectators
were put to the sword, without distinction of

sex or age ; and Anacaona was ignominiously
13
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loaded with fetters, conveyed to the fortress
of Isabella, and there adjudged to death,
terminating her unhappy career on the
gibbet.

The aboriginal nations of the great conti-
nent of America, discovered by, later woya-
gers, were found to exhibit a degree of
civilization and social advancement quite
unknown among the natives of the islands.
On a close view, however, they really
appear to have been only raised from
barbarism by their superior opulence, and
not by the more sterling influence of moral
vefinement. Bofh the Peruvians and Mexi-
cans indulged in the horrid practice 8f
cannibalis, ands stained the altars of their
gods with human sacrifices. The Peruvians
worshipped the sun and moon, represented
by grotesque figures, enshrined in temples of
burnished gold; but, in the dark myths of
their religious allegories, they veiled, as
it were, not a few ancient traditions strondly
corroborative of various statements of the
Scriptures. 'What was scarcely a less
singular coincidence, one of their sacerdotal
institutions was a maiden sisterhood, called
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“the Virgins of the Sun,” in every respect
exactly resembling the Vestals of ancient
Rome. The most beautiful maidens were
selected for the office at a tender age, and,
after a solemn conseeration, were immured in
a convent, or ‘college, where they were
placed under the charge of vencrable ma-
trons, who carefully instructed them in their
religious duties. Their principal task was
to watch over the sacred fire, which was
kept perpetually burning before the golden
altar of the sun, and, at other times, they
were required, as a part pf their ministerial
functions, to weave and entbroider hangings
for the temple. Thex were entirely secluded
from the world, not being permitted even to
communicate with their family, and their
vows irrevocably beund them to a life of
celibacy ; an infringement of which, if dis-
covered, entailed, as in pagan Rome, the
awful penalty of interment alive. The pro-
hibition, however, did not shut out royalty,
and the Inca vestals were allowed to con-
tract marriage with the King, who generally
selected his wives from the holy sisterhood.
Polygamy was confined to the King and
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nobles; and the humbler classes, with few
exceptions, possessed only one wife. The
mode of espousal was as simple as unique.
On a certain anniversary, the young men
who had reached their twenty-fourth, and
tite maidens who had attained their cigh-
tecuth year, all assembléd together in the
public square of their native village, and
there severally plighted themselves to each
other, the only condition of union required
heing the consent of the bride, and the sanc-
tion of the father. The wedding was solem-
nized by a sumptuous banquet, at which the
friends of both families attended ; and as all
were marricd on the sape day, the rejoicings,
spread over the whole country, and shared
by every individual, had a really universal
character, and constituted a great national
festival.

The customs of the potent Mexican com-
munity were entirely different from those of
the Incas. In the first place, their religion,
though both idolatrous and debasing, retained
in its rites isolated traces of an original purc
source, gleaming through the odious prac-
tices of superstition. Under the veil of a
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gloomy mythology, the Aztee still worship-
ped one supreme and overruling Lord, and,
like the Incas, preserved imperfect and ob-
scure traditions of the incidents of Genesis.
But their most singular religious rite was a
haptismal ccremony, in which they sprinkled
water on the lips and bosom of infants, at
the same time besceching ¢ the Lord to
suffer the conscerated drops to efface the
sin cntailed on the child before the founda-
tion of the world, so that it might be born
again.” At other times, infants were
solemnly immolated before the image of
the God of War, who was also propitiated
by the sacrifice of captives taken in battle;
but the beneficent God of thg Air, who
presided over the scasons, and was the
especial protector of the husbandman, re-
ceived only offerings of animals, fruits and
flowers.

As children, the daughters of Mexico
were reared in strict subjection to their
parents ; but the parental discipline, if rigor-
ous in youth, relaxed as they grew older,
and the rising woman assumed a higher and
more independent position. Though their
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present representatives can lay no claim to
beauty, the Aztecc damsels of ancient times
were not deficient in personal attractions,
and their raven tresses and lustrous eyes
won eager admirers. Marriage was con-
tracted at an ecarly age, and was a I(‘ll'gl()lls
ceremony, held in universad reverence, inso-
much that, once solemmnized, it could only he
dissolved by a legal tribunal, invested ex-
clusively with this important jurisdiction.
The position of woman, however, on the
whole, was probably not a very enviable
one, though she appears to have heen at
liberty to indulge at will in social inter-
course, was admitted tQ a share in the public
festivals, ayd cven, enjoyed some degree of
protection from the law. '

But the empires and the population of
ancient America have now passed away:
tracts once verdant with pasturc or teeming
with produce are overgrown with dense
forest or immersed in swamp ; ruined cities,
lying in crumbled fragments, are the only
vestiges of a vanished greatness—ripples on
the rocks of time; and the few straggling
wanderers who flit through the wilds are
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like phantom representatives of a dead crea-
tion. What must have been the past revo-
lutions of human society, when, within a
period so recent—within the narrow limits
of two centuries and a half] the inhabitants
of an entire hemisphere have disappeared !
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THE TUDOR PERIOD.

TrE period to which I have applied the de-
signation of Tuddr, as the most appropriate
and descriptive, comprises a circle of ages
fruitful of importence to the world, and
eminently marked by the influence of woman.
Suddenly the nations that sat in darkness
saw a great light; religion, so long buried,
not under a bushel, hut a mountain, burst
from its prison ; learning came forth from its
grave ; the lostarts were recovered ; Caxton
roughly shaped out the mighty engine of
the press; and the mariner’s compass, that
charmed and precious gift, guided C'olumbus
to a new world.
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Yet, in some respeets, this splendid era
might still be inseribed on the seroll of the
dark ages.  Civilization, horn again, was yet
in its cradle ; and neither the barbaric mag-
nificence of the Field of the Cloth of Gold,
uor the magice creations of Michacl Angelo,
which revived the glories of ancient Greeee,
can” shut our eyes te the horrors of the
bloody field of Pavia, the martyr-fires of
Smithfield, or the awful sack of Rome.  If]
on the one hand, the light of Scriptural truth
was once more kindled and displayed, on the
other Dbigotry, intolerance, ignorance, and
superstition never ixppéarcd in  greater
strength, in higher places, or in more odious
colours. Nor were the btand‘mrd of morals,
and general customs and us:wes of society,
much, if anything, ,in advance of those
universally prevailing in the most benighted
times.  The celebrated Marguerite de Valois,
Queen of Navarre, a virtuous and cstimable
princess, frec froy the vices, but deeply
tinctured with the levity of her contem-
poraries, has left us, in the Ifeptameron, a
*dreadful picture of the universal profligacy
and corruption. In their long subjection



186 POPULAR MAN NERS.

to a cruel domination, women'had thrown
off their dignity, their delicacy, their virtue,
and even their modesty. Amours and
scandal were the sceret—dice, chess, card-
playing, betting, the public amusements of
ladies of rank; and women of the humbler
class followed the same pursnits, in o more
open but not more yulgar manner. Their
excesses were punished by their husbands
in a very summary way, without auy fear
of magisterial retribution ; and, in fact, a too
indulgent lord ran some risk of heing carried
round his native town in a blanket, as a
public spectacle, ‘while a wife notoriously
‘given to scolding was hy law condemned
to the cucking-stool.

The mode of living followed by women
was in keeping with the coarscness of their
lives; and we find yo”ung, but not delicate
maids of honour, in the orderly houschold of
Katharine of Arragon, making their break- .
fast off chines of beef and salmon, washed
down with gallons of ale. They partook of
this substantial fare at the early hour of five,
dined at eleven, supped at six, and retirede
to their homely couches at seven. Religion
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was only used as a cloke, or an excitement
and pilgrimages to the shrine of some favour-
ite or popular saint, undertaken at consi-
derable expense, and to the utter neglect of
the various duties of home, usually served
but to cover an assignation, a flirtation, or
aff intrigue. © The rumerous holidays of the
Roman calendar, occurring every week,
were commemorated by public dances, spec-
tacles, and merry-makings, which afforded
occasion for similar proccedings; and it
would be difficult, as well as painful, to de-
seribe the excesses committed in England
on May-day, and in Fr rance, Germany, and
Italy, at the annual fmtlvmcs of the vintage.

Much the same standard of morals cxisted
in Scotland, though, from the disturbed state
of society, it was exhibited in a different
form ; and the same lips which to-day mum-
bled the jargon of superstition, to-morrow
curled with the snecr of the sceptic. The
gay and chivalrous James IV., who closed
his brief carcer on the field of Jlodden, was
in the habit of retiring, in his graver
moments, to the castle of Stirling, to indulge
in religious meditation, and on one of these
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oceasions, he received from the poet Dunbar,
an ordained priest, and a chaplain of the
court, a poctic remonstrance on his pro-
tracted absence, in the shape of a parody on
the litany of the Church.  Dunbar exults at
the endless pleasures of Edinburgh life—

“ Ve that are here in Heaven's g]‘ory,

To you that are in Purgatory

Commend us on our hearty wise—

I mean we folk of Paradise

Tn Edinburgh, with all merriness,

To you in Stirling, in distress,

Where neither pleasure nor delight is:

For pity this epistle wrytis.”
So little reverence, indeed, did the sturdy
Scots. lords show for some of the most ordi-
nary forms of religion, that it was not till
they came under the kindly influence of
Quecen Margftret the lovely consort of
Malcolm the Third, that they had adopted
the practice of saying grace at dinuer; and,
to reconcile them to so great an innovation,
Margaret was obliged to introduce also the
custom of presenting cach guest with a cup
of wine directly after grace, whenee arose
the term of ¢ the grace-cup.” Raids and
forays, on the lands and beeves of hostile
neighbours, as well as of more distant foes,
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gave a {reebooting character to many of the
lesser nobility, and in their marauding ex-
peditions, woman was as often the prey of
open violence, as of treachery and fraud,
Nor were the higher ranks altogether free
from a similar stain.  The Dowager Lady
Gracius, sister of thie great Iarl of Angus,
was burnt alive on Cadton TLll by James
V., on a false charge of treason ; and, hy a
refinenicnt of eruelty, her second husband, a
(fampbell, whom she had but recently mar-
ried, was compelled to attend, though he
would not witness her exegutiou, and in eu-
deavouring to escape from the spot, fell from
a lofty wall, and was dashed to pieccs.
Poisoning beeame a practice universally
i vogue, particularly :Lm;)ng the higher
classes, insomuch that the death of persons
of rank, and even of sovereigns, was gene-
rally attributed to poison; and a street in
Paris still marks, by its accursed name, the
residence of the most fashionable dispenser
of deadly drugs. Superstition had its vota-
ries in every class: astrology, as in the days
of Semiramis, was still a royal science; the
great Queen Elizabeth was a believer in
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Doctor Dee; and Louise of Savoy, a prin-
cess of cqual discernment, though a genera-
tion carlier in point of time, actually ap-
pointed the celebrated Cornelinus Agrippa
to a post in her houschold, that she might
have the advantage of referring dfu]\ to his
astrological observations.

The very il(,CO]l]])]l,Shlll(‘lJ ts of women were
perverted to some unworthy or unhecoming
purpose.  Princess Mary of England, who
afterwards ascended the throne, several times
danced before the court, in a masquerade
dress, as a mummer; and al a later period,
in the polished, kingdom of  France, Marice
de Medicis publicly took part in a ballet, at
the wedding of onc of the court dames.
Still, dancing was undoubtedly a very feli-
citous addition to the list of female accom-
plishments ; and music, so long proscribed
or forgotten, was cultivated with equal
assiduity. Virginals was the favourite in-
strument with young ladies of quality, from
which circumstance it derived its name;
and women of humbler rank, the city miss—
or the professed musician, if of the softer
sex—played the cithern.  But the new gene-
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ration of ladies were not satisfied with these
little arts—uscful, indeed, as accessories to
beauty, as artificial graces, but giving no
clevation to the mind.  As learning revived,
women, toiling up the Heliconian heights,
sought to rcach the scaled fountain of
Hipp(‘u:rcne'; langtiages so long lost that
they were ‘called dead—a designation they
still retain—Dbecame a popular branch of
education; and young ladies, instead of
pricking their fingers over tapestry or em-
braidered standards, spent their leisure in
the acquisition of Latin and Greck, which
they learnt to read with case, and to write
with elegance and flugney.

The capture of Constantinople by the
Turks drove from the schools of the imperial
city the last guardianps of learning, diffusing
over Europe a number of erudite Greeks,
who, fixing their residence in the principal
cities, threw open the rich treasures of know-
ledge to all comers. DBooks hitherto con-
fined to manuseript, the work of careless
or ignorant transcribers, and found only in
monasterics, or in the cabinets of nobles,
were now produced by the printing-press,
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by which, though it was still in its infancy,
they were prodigiously multiplied and cheap-
ened. It was no longer considered disgraceful
to know how to read and write 5 but, on the
contrary, the scholar became an object of
general respect, and fair Tadies held him in
as much estcem as the ‘mailed warrior or
the belted knight. Sculptuare, ﬂ;'(:hicocture,
painting, awoke, as if at an archangel’s
trump, from their sleep of a thousand years,
and Italy ounce more poured forth her ar-
tists to reclaim, humanize, and enlighten the
world. '

But the one great effect of the revival of
.lezm-ning, its most triymphant achievement,
was the translation — I might almost say,
the recovery—of the Bible. That Book of
Books had for ages been hermetically closed
by the seal of a dead language, not only to
the laity but also to the pricsthood, and had
become as obsolete as the laws of Lycurgus.
The Greeks saved the precious volume from
the wreck of the Eastern empire, and, on
their dispersion, reproduced it in Kurope.
In 1516 a critical edition of ‘the New Testa-
ment was published at Bale by the learned
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Erasmus; and the pious Bishop of Meaux,
in France, was ecncouraged by Marguerite
de Valois, sister of Francis the I7irst, to
trauslate a large portion of the Scriptures
into Irench, which tended greatly to disse-
minate purer antl more enlarged views of
religi(;n in " that ecountry.  Ultimately an
English translation of-the whole Bible was
printed and preseuted to Heury the Eighth,
who, without counsulting priest or synod,
sanctioned its dissemiuation_throughout his
domiuions.

Thus, under the direction of an overruling
Providence, the advance of the Turks in the
Itast, which had tlne;xtened the subversion
of Christendom, coutribufed poyerfully to
restore, diffuse, and permanently establish
the true principles of Christianity as they
are distinctly laid down in the Word of
the Most High. The time was very oppor-
tune for this mighty, this divine movement,
and many incidents combined to give it
peculiar force. All classes hadebecome dis-
gusted at the scandalous lives and undis-
guised vices of the clergy, and were thus

VOL. II. K
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prepared, by the depravity of their existing
pastors, for the promulgation of what might
really be called a new religion. At one
moment Kurope was scandalized by the
spectacle of a Pope, such as Alexander VI,
administering poison to his- guests at a con-
vivial banquet ; at anothicy, by ‘the exploits
of the warlike Julius, who, at the mature
age of eighty, doffed the tiara for the helmet,
and actually fought in the ficld against a
(‘hristian army ; or, again, by the unhcard-of
scandal of two contemporancous and rival
Popes, dividing Europe and the Church, and
publicly anathematlzlno each other. Mean-
while the Lord of Heaven and Earth, the
Dispenser and Source of all Good, was en-
tirely lost SIght of and a rabble of doubtful
or worthless saints intercepted the worship
of his creatures. So obvious, indeed, was
the nceessity of reform, both in a spiritual
and temporal point of view, that many pious
prelates and monks were amongst its fore-
most advocates, and the infallibility of the
Church was openly denied by its own conse-
crated ministers.
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This was the moment predestined by
Heaven, so long provoked and outraged, for
the appearance, in the humble guise of a
miner’s son, of a missionary of its will,
raised up to inaugurate and direct the
blessed work ef the Reformation. Two
obscure studentsgwere walking throug]i the
strects of Erfurt, josting and laughing,
though dark clouds, big with impending
tempest, had gathered overhead, when
suddenly a flash of lightning darted from the
sky, and struck one of the young men dead
on the spot. The other, terrified and be-
wildered, ejaculated a vow to St. Anne,
that if he should merg¢ifully be preserved, he
would dedicate the remainder of his life to
the service of the (‘hurch by entering a
monastery, and deyoting himself to the
duties of religion. In this awful manner
was Martin Luther called to his solemn and
holy mission.

Shut in the cell of the anchorite, cut off
from man, and from earthly pursuits, he was
now ever looking into the dark world of his
own mind, peering into every cavity, every

K 2
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of the fathers. But, as he proceeded, he
felt the necessity of taking higher ground,
of using more potent arguments, and appeal-
ing to more indisputable authority; and,
under a divine impulse, he turned to the
Bible. Here, indeed, he found the great
corner-stone of Christianity, and once more
planted the cross on the Rock of Ages.

The thunder of Luther’s cloquence soon
pealed over Germany : it shook the massive
foundations of the Vati&an; it resounded
through Europe. The rcformer, by some
pronounced a heretic, by-others an apostle,
was cited by the Ewmperor Charles the
Fifth to appear before. the Dict at Worms
and, proteeted by a safe-conduct, boldly
presented himself in court, confronted his
accusers and the advocate of Rome, and
indignantly refused to retract his opinions.
All Christendom was anxiously awaiting the
issue, when Luther, who alone had preserved
his serenity, mysteriously disappeared. On
his way hom® from Worms, he was suddenly
surrounded by a body of horse; a disguise
was hastily thrown over him ; and he was
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carried off, & willing captive, to the strong
castle of Wartburg, belonging to his stanch
protector, the Elector of Saxony, where he
cemained in concealment, and in safety, till
the dangers which threatened him had
passed.

Bat, though his retreat was unknown, his
tracts and letters continued to be written,
and, by mecans of the press, were promul-
gated through every state of Germany ; and,
at length, his tencts became so firmly esta-
blished, and his disciples so numerous and
powerful, that he was able to reappear in
public without danger. His first step was
to throw open the d:loors of the convents,’
which had closed, like the tomb, on
numbers of wretched womén, condemuned to
the gloom, without the rest of the grave,
But their very emancipation was attended,
in the first instance, with considerable hard-
ship and privation, as the revenues of the
various convents were appropriated by the
state, and no provision made for the
liberated nuns. Luther received many poor
girls into his own house, giving them a
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share of his humble meals, 4nd denying
himself to administer to their support. His
kindness to these destitute and friendless
women, thrown helpless on a cruel and
unknown world, without any means of pro-
curing a subdistence, marks the simplicity
and genuine warmth of ,his nature. He
exerted himself ameng his friends, per-
sonally and by letter, to obtain them
employment, and in some cases, gave
money from his own small means either to
establish them in suitable callings, or to
enable them to reach a place where they
were likely to.obtain a livelihood. But
"“where thousands of W(;men of all ages were
suddenly cast on _society, the distress was,
of course, 00 great and too gencral to be
relieved by an individual, himself a poor
and humble man; and Luther’s efforts pro-
duced but little effect. Still he continued
to afford an asylum and a home to all who
sought his door, and not a few owed to him
their happy. settlement in life. Among
these fair refugees was Catherine de Bora,
described -by some as a beautiful, by others
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as a plain woman, but for whom Luther
*could procure mno cligible employment.
Hearing that she had formerly had a lover,
who professed to be much attached to her,
he addressed him a letter, urging him to
marry the young lady, as she was now free,
and cndowed with every quality to make
him happy. The recrcant Lothario, how-
ever, declined the proffered boon, and, con-
sidering how to dispose of the maiden,
Luther came to the resolution of espousing
her himself. Catherine was now in her
twenty-fifth year, was of yoble birth, and
possessed an amiable disposition. Her chp-*
racter, on which no one has ever ventured
to cast a slur, is thus drdwn by her hus-
band, in a letter to Stifel, a year after their
marriage.—‘“ Catherine, my dear rib, salutes
you. She is quite well, thank God: gentle,
obedient, and kind in all things, far beyond
my hopes. I would not exchange my
poverty with her, for all the riches of
Crocsus without her.”

Who can tell how much the ardent tem-
perament of Luther was influenced by this

K 3
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estimable woman? She was just the
kindly monitor, the guardian angel, that
his bold spirit required; now placing a
curb on his fierce zeal, now cheering and
sustaining him on his mighty course. It is
pleasant to trace a woman’s hand it this
second dispensation of heavenly truth and
knowledge. It reminds us of the first eras
of Christianity—of the blessed Magdalen
and Martha ; and we forget, for a moment,
the martyr-stakes of Nero, and the rack of
Domitian. Would that we could pass by
also the atrocitigs ‘of our English Mary !

"= Luther’s income was small, and to support
the expense of his houschold, he followed the
example of St. Paul, in conjoining with the
dutics of the ministry the humble occupation,
not of a tent-maker, but of a turner. But
often the day’s wages which he so diligently
and laboriously earned, instead of being ex-
pended on himself or his family, were gene-
rously bestowed in charity, and he gladly
stinted himself to give to others. Catherine,
it is evident, never complained, and her
patient docile conduct inspired Luther with
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a noble opinion of the sex. *The utmost
blessing that God can confer on man,” he
writes, ““is the possession of a good and
pious wife, with whom he may live in peace
and tranqgnillity, to whom he may confide
his whole 'posse‘ssions, even his life and
welfare.”  And again—¢ When I was at
school, my hostess at Eisenach had a good
saving, ‘There is nothing on ecarth,” said
the worthy dame, ¢so sweet and consoling
as the love of woman.””

Luther, as if in a prophetic spirit, often
mournfully wished that* Catherine might
die before him, feafing to leave her un-
fricnded in the world. But she was unfor-
tunately destined to be tite survivor; and,
to the shame of Germany and of Christen-
dom, the wife of the great reformer was,
in her declining years, reduced to beg her
bread.

Such a great change as that brought

about by Luther could not be effected
without in some measure deran.ging society,
and so producing a small measure of evil,
as a sort of set-off to the good. The revival
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of learning had paved the way for the pro-
mulgation of the Scriptures: both had com-
bined to break the iron despotism of the
church ; but, disabused as to what they had
long regarded as most vencgable, men began
to look with coldness, if not repugnance, on
other institutions, still up'held by the law.
The same rights of seignory which had given
rise to the revolt of the English Wat Tyler,
and to the Jacqueric in France, now pro-
voked the memorable Peasants’ War in
Germany, and set the whole empire in
flames. The insurrection, which had its
-origin in Helgovia, dssumed its most for-
midable phase in Thuringia, where it was
headed by a fartdtic named Munzer, a re-
probate of the worst class. Polygamy was
»one of the doctrines of this impostor; and a
band of poor, ignorant women, deluded by
his specious orations, accepted the crecd,
and marched in arms with his rabble host,
under a standard of their own. The in-
surgents committed the greatest excesses,
destroyed a number of convents and castles,
and made prisoners of their inmates. Many
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ladies of rank, wives and daughters of nobles,
fell into their hands, and were infamously
treated. At last, they were rescued by -
Duke Antony of Lorraine, who killed nearly
thirty thousand, pcasants, in three pitched
battles, and the revolt, after partially re-
gaining ground,'was.ﬁnally suppressed by
the gallant Frundsberg, who, unwilling to
stain his sword with the blood of his country-
men, suffered the rebels to disperse in the
night, without striking a blow.

The horrors of insurrection and war were
not confined to Germany, but desolated
[taly, and almost ruined France. Louisc.
of Savoy, Duchess @’ Angouléme, cxercised
a paramount influence on'the fottunes of the
latter kingdom. She was the daughter of
Philip, sovereign Duke of Savoy, and, in
her fiftcenth year, married Charles d’An-
gouléme, a prince of the royal house of
Bourbon.  With extraordinary personal
heauty, Louise, while yet a child, com-
bined the most rare intellectual gifts, and
was mistress of all the accomplishments of
the age. Her fine capacity was equal to
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any effort; and the impression produced
by her majestic deportment was such, that
even her gay son Francis, after he had as-
cended the throne, and become the most
powerful monarch of Kurope, never ad-
dressed her till he had doffed his cap.+ But
her eminent talents, appﬁ,rent in all her
actions, were almost marred by the love of
intrigue and Machiavellian policy too often
associated, by perverse fate, with the fervid
genius of Italy. Her still, placid bosom, as
it appeared to the eye, was a well of furious
passions, which at- times burst forth with
. irresistible veheﬁlence,* overwhelming her-
self and all whom she dpproached in a com-
mon ruin. ‘ At setch moments, no consider-
ation had power to restrain her, and she
sacrificed every human *feeling to the object
in view.

The illness of Louis the Twelfth, at a time
when her son Francis was presumptive heir
to the erown, inspired Louisc with premature
expectations "of sovereign power, and the
Queen-consort, Anne of Bretagne, looking
forward to a similar event, hastened to re-
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move from France all her treasures and
valuables, in dread of the moment when her
implacable enemy Louise should wicld the
supreme authority. Buat the Duchess d’An-
gouléme gave sgeret instructions to the Go-
vernor of Anjou, Marshal de Gi¢é, who was
devoted to her.integest, to intercept the
spoil, and to seize Anne herself if she should
attempt to cross the frontier. The Queen
had no intention of leaving the kingdom,
and remained at the bedside of her hus-
band, mournfully awaiting his dissolution ;
but her rich effects were «all forwarded, and,
as arranged by LouiSe, stopped on the way.
hy Marshal de Gid.” At this juncture the
King recovered; Louisé,* from® being the
centre of all cyes, sank again into a simple
Duchess, and Annc was once more the
ascendant star. The unfortunate Marshal
trembled, and not without cause, for in a
few days he was called on to explain his
conduct, and speedily brought to trial for
treason. He pleaded in his” defence that
he had acted under the orders of Louise ;
but the latter, confronting him in court,
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boldly denicd the fact, eliciting from her
victim a touching retort, almost in the
words used by Wolsey, under circumstances
of a parallel character—* Had I but served
God, madame, as I have served you, Ishould
not have a great account to render at the
hour of death.” '

But the most momentous iucident in the
life of Louise was her fatal attachment to
Bourbon, which, in its results, not only en-
tailed a series of calamitics on her family
and on Irance, but operated in the most
baneful manner on other nations. Charles
~de Bourbon, the famoys Constable, originally
a poor cadet of the royal house, had, in right
of his wife, Suzaiftie, succeeded to the vast
inheritance of Bourbon-Beaujeu, which ren-
dered him the wealthiest prince in Europe.
His handsome person and versatile talents,
his noble qualitics, his career as a soldier
and deeds of chivalrous daring, marking
alike the cavalier and the commander, cx-
cited universal admiration, while his affabi-
lity and munificence especially endeared him
to the common people. Left a widower in
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the prime of dife, he soon attracted the at-
tention of Louise, who, after some ineffectual
coquetting, openly made overtures for his
hand. Bourbon, with more pride thaun poliey,
as openly deelined the alliance, an indignity
which any lady rhust have felt severely, but
which excited the deepest resentment in
the stormy heart of Louise. All her thoughts
were now given to revenge, for which she
found a ready instrument in the unprinci-
pled Chancellor Dupratt, a bitter cnemy of
Bourbon, and servile in his devotion to her-
self. At his suggestion, the Duchess, as
niece of the dccea'sed "Duke Picrre de
Bourbon, father-in-lgw of the Constable,
claimed the immense estates of fhe latter;
her cause was espoused by the King, and an
obsequious court of law, of which Dupratt
was president, pronounced an unjust verdict
in her favour. Meanwhile Bourbon was held
up to the derision and contempt of the cour-
tiers. His high spirit was chafed by a
thousand slights, and everything was done
to wound, annoy, and humiliate him. At
this moment, when all the worst passions of
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his heart were aroused, he was visited by an
emissary from Charles the Fifth, inviting
him, in the joint names of the ISmperor and
Henry the Eighth of England, to enter into
a sccret treaty, in which they formally en-
gaged to secure him the crown of France.
Actuated both by ambition and rc%*cngo,
he too readily yielded to this temptation
after a succession of romantic adventures,
he contrived to pass the frontier, reached
the imperial army under the Marquis de
Pescara, and soon reappdared in the naked
borders of France, at Marscilles, as an cnemy
and an invader.

Louise, when too late, regretted the pre-
cipitancy,  if not the injustice of her
conduct; and now sought, by her wise
counsels, to temper the fury and 1m-
petuosity of Francis. Marseilles being
relieved, the imperial forces retreated into
Ttaly, whither they were followed by a
French army, under the Admiral Bonnivet,
a gallant bu¢ rash commander, who, pushing
forward to the relief of Milan, came up
with Bourbon at the heights of Sessia, and
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there cngagefl in a desperate and bloody
conflict.  Bonnivet, who had too surely
countedd on victory, was completely de-
feated, and obliged to seck safety in flight,
leaving the flower of his splendid army
dead on the field. Among those who fell
was the Chevalier Bayard, the mirror of
French chivalry, whose character has been
summed up in those striking epigrammatic
words—sans peur et sans reproche. The
gallant knight received a mortal wound,
while sceking to cover the retreat, or
rather the flight, of his .countrymeu; and
was instantly lifted {o the' ground by his
esquire, while his blanched lips articu-
lated—*“Jesu, mon Dieu., je suis mort.”
Desiring his sword to be planted upright
in the ground, he turned his closing eyes
on the hilt, which was shaped like a
cross, and was faintly murmuring a prayer,
when Bourbon, in hot pursuit of the flying
enemy, galloped up. Recognising Bayard,
his ancient friend and comrade, he was
overwhelmed with sorrow, and burst into
tears. ““ Keep those tears, Charles de
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Bourbon, for yourself and for-France,” said
the dying soldier: "* What is the wound
you have given me, compared with that
you have inflicted on your country!” And
with this mournful reproach, the good
knight fell back, and in a few minutes was
a corpse. "

But worse disasters for France, already
so weakened and humbled, were soon to
follow. Despite the urgent entreatics of
Pouise, Francis crossed the fatal boundary
of the Alps at the head of another army, to
attempt the retricval of his shattered
fortunes ; and a sang‘uinary engagement at
Pavia terminated in.his total overthrow,
and beheld him disabled on the field,
wounded, and a prisoner. A few words
conveyed the dismal tidings to his mother:
¢ Madam, all is lost, but honour.”
~ Louise now reaped the bitter fruits of her
ungovernable and unscrupulous passions.
She had deprived Bourbon, an innocent and
deeply-wrorged man, whom she had pro-
fessed to love, of his birthright and name,
driven him into exile, and provoked him,
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after so oftea hazarding his life in the
service of his country, to fight in the ranks
of her hereditary encmies. A signal retri-
bution had overtaken her, and the man she
had thought to crush, as a moth or a worm,
was the instrument of its infliction.  I“rance
and her young King were both prostrate at
the feet of the injured Bourbou.

The sole comfort of Louise in this hour of
anguish was her daughter, the beautiful and
famous Marguerite de Valois, Duchess
d’Alengon, and afterwards the Qucen of
Navarre. The mother and daughter were
not more tenderly attached to each other
than to IFrancis, Who on his part, fully
reciprocated  their affection; and so firm
was their union, that, in the plofane spirit
of the time, they gave themselves the
appellation of the Trinity The feelings
which united Marguerite and Francis were
of the most devoted kind. The King,
equally proud of her beauty and her genius,
delighted to address her by the most com-
plimentary, as well as most endearing
names ; and such terms as ‘‘ma mignonne,”
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“my Marguerite of Maramerites,” but
feebly expressed his admiration and affec-
tion. Marguerite deserved all his love and
all his homage. The charms of her person
and her mind, though rarely surpassed,
were not more captivating than the sweet-
ness of her temper, the suavity of her
manners, and the genuine kindness of her
heart., At the same time, she exeelled the
most accomplished ladies of the day in her
attainments and learning; and while she
was surrounded by all the fascinations of
the court, loved to loiter unobserved on the
bleak steeps of Parnassus. Flattery did
not withhold from her its customary tribute
of incense, and in compliment to her
personal attractions, she received the title
of the Fourth Grace; while as a scholar, a-
novelist, and a poet, she shares with
“Sappho the proud designation of the Tenth
Muse.

Marguerite was in her seventeenth year
when, at the cxpress desire of Louis the
Twelfth—for the crown had not yet de-
volved on her brother—she became the wife
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of Charles Duke d’Alenc¢on, himself but
twenty. The young bride was in the first
blush of bloom and beauty, as well as of
life. Large cyes of deep clear blue shone
bencath her dazzling forchead, which
seemed to blend* with her long golden
tresses, looped up, rather than confined, by
a circlet of gems. Of a majestic height,
her figure was slender, but exquisitely
rounded, and combined the symmetry of
the Medicis with the grace of the gazelle.
The bridegroom, d’Alencon, was handsome,
but devoid of every quality that could win
the respect, or engage the -affection, of a
voung and gifted Wofnan. It is not sur-
prising, thercfore, that the marriage was an
anhappy one, particularly ‘to Marguerite.
“hut up in the dreary castle of Argentau,
the seat of her jealous and morose husband,
she had no resource but to devote herself
to literature; and drawing around her a
few choice spirits, including Clement Marot,
the cclebrated poet, she occupied.her leisure
with the composition of the Heptameron—
which, indeed, it had been better for her
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fair fame never to have written. Corre-
spondence with her brother and the good
Bishop of Mecaux, with the diligent study of
the Holy Scriptures, by which she was
gradually led to adopt the doctrines of the
Huguenots, afforded her more genuine con-
solation, and strengthened her for the still
greater sorrows she was yet to sustain.
While these were her pursuits in retire-
ment, at other times, when summoned to
the splendid court of Francis, she was beset
by flatterers, parasites, and lovers, and
surrounded by all the temptations of a gay
and dissolute capital, She passed through
this ordeal with becoming dignity, and with
an unblepished, reputation.  Yet so in-
corrigible was the corruption of the time,
that, in one instance, she was even sub-
jected to violence; and the Admiral
Bonnivet, the handsomest and most dan-
gerous of her admirers, is charged with
attempting the crime which, in a succeeding
gene'rati'on,r attached indelible odium to the
name of Bothwell.

The fatal battle of Pavia, mainly lost by
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his cowardioe, was the death-blow of the
sickly d’Alencon, who survived his igno-
minious flight but a short time, when, sinking
into an unhonoured grave, he left Marguerite,
with his large estates, the precious legacy of
frecdom. Margterite was impatient to fly
to the bedside of her loved brother, now
reported to be dying,.in his solitary prison
at Madrid. A safe-conduet, limiting her
visit to two months, was wrung from the
reluctant Kmperor ; and after repeated
delays, and a painful separation from her
mother, the Princess embarked at the little
port of Amucs-\/lorte and sailed for Spain.
Scarcely could she support the tardy "
progress of her journey, even after she had
landed in Catalonia. “Oh! how tedious,”
she writes, in a chanson composed on the
road, ‘‘is the way to that goal where all
my happiness reposes! My eyes look every-
where for a messenger, and I pray to God
continually to give back health to my
King :— “

“ O qu’il sera le bien venu,
Celui qui frappant & ma porte
Dira, le Roi est revenu
En sa santé tres bonne et forte.
VOL. II. L
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Alors sa sceur, plus mal que morte
Courra baiser le messager,

Qui telles nouvelles apporte

Que son frere est hors de danger.”

I‘ar  other news awaited the unhappy
princess.  She found Francis, whom she had
seen depart for Ialy in the pride of life and
health, stretched on a bed, of pain in'what
appeared to be the last throes of mortal
sickness. The physicians gave no hope of
his recovery, for, whatever they might do for
his suffering body, they could not minister
to the discased mind, or pluck from the
scared and tortured memory a rooted sorrow ;
and it was only. the consoling love of his

“sister, the healing handtof woman, that could
raise up the fallen King. The careful
nursing, the soci'ety, the soothing words of
Margucrite, ever night and day by his side,
effected what was indeed beyond medicine
or the leech’s skill ; and, aroused by her
presence, Francis gradually became conva-
lescent. In the interim, Marguerite spared
no effort to obtain his release from captivity.
After incessant evasions, the Emperor was
compelled, by her unwearied excrtions and
representations, to take the subject into
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serious consideration, and a treaty for the
liberation of Francis was drawn up, but the
terms were so exacting and humiliating, that
Marguerite could not counsel its acceptance.
Franecis now began to despair, but not so his
intrepid sister. 4t was her happy fortune to
captivate every ogie she approached, whether
noble or plebeian 3 and in the narrow sphere
of her brother’s prison, her sweet and
enchanting demeanour had won the devotion
of a poor Moorish slave, employed to bring
wood for the King’s fire. One day, when
the silent tears were chasing cach other
down her blanched cheek, this humble
partisan threw himsejf at her feet, bewailed
the captivity of the King, and her own
sorrow, and suggested a pl:hl for his escape.
Francis, whose height and  figure coun-
tenanced the deception, was, after dyeing
his complexion, to pass out in the dress
of the slave, while the latter remained a
prisoner in his stead ; and relays of horses
were to be provided on the road, to carry
him without delay to the frontier. Mar-
guerite cagerly caught at the project, which
L2
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was as readily embraced by Francis; but a
treacherous page, who was admitted to their
confidence, communicated their design to
the Emperor, and the fugitive King was dis-
covered and arrested just as he was quitting
his prison. '

The part which Marguerite took in this
transaction was denonnced as a breach of
faith, and it was determined, on this plea, to
make her also a captive, directly the period
of her safe-conduct, now drawing to a close,
left her at the Emperor's merey. A friendly
message from Bourbon warned the princess
of her danger; and though it scemed im-
possible that she couid rcach the {frontier
in the time, that remained, she was instantly
in the saddle, passed unmolested from
Madrid, and made her way through storm:
and rain, over rushing torrents, and almost
impassable mouuntains, to the Pyrenecs,
where she arrived only an hour before the
time prescribed expired.

But, though no longer sharing his cap-
tivity, the heart of Marguerite was still
in the prison-chamber of her brother; and
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she knew no* peace till, through the united
exertions of herself and Louise, sup-
ported by the loyalty and devotion of the
nation, Francis was restored to liberty.
Perhaps, he would have stood better with
posterity, had he died in the majesty of
his misfortunes.” *

Superior to the mtarrow prejudices of
Louise and Francis, Marguerite was the
mother of the French Reformation ; and it is
singular that the same great movement was
fostered in England by a woman no less
beautiful, and raised by capricious fortune
to the dangerous partpership of the throne.
The name of Anne Boleyn, after being as-
sailed with a thousand slandersy the weak
inventions of malice, bigotry, and faction,
still awakens the dcepest feelings of sym-
pathy and veneration in every English heart.
Beauty, ‘wit, learning, piety, all the accom-
plishments, the attractions, the graces, and
the virtues of her sex were concentrated in
this lovely and most fascinatihg woman,
whom poetry might have depicted as an
angel if misfortune had not made her a
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Queen. Blemishes, indeed, shé had-—who is
without ? but, as in the case of Marguerite
de Valois, for some time her mistress and
model, they were but skin-deep—not of the
heart: belonging to the age rather than her-
self.  In her, levity was but a manner, and
the little excesses of court iife became guile-
less pastimes, followed more from fashion
than inclination. Her accomplishments were
as varied as they were numerous, and she
especially excelled as a musician, playing
with equal skill on the harp, the violin, and
the flute! (hateaubriant, a Irench noble-
man and courtier, describing her appear-
ance in the splendid saloons of Ifrancis the
First, compares.her musical performances
with those of Orpheus, and affirms that they
would have enchained the attention even of
wolves and bears. As a dancer she might
have disputed the palm with Taglioni; and
her French admirer tells us that many
new figures and steps, invented and in-
troduced by the young English belle, were
distinguished by her name. It is true, Anne
played at cards and chess, and occasionally
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shook the diee-box, but these were the pre
vailing amusements of the day, countenanced
equally by the Protestant Marguerite de
Valois and the orthodox Catholic Princess
Mary, and Anne did not, like Mary, spend
the greater portion of her leisure in the mas-
caline diversiorr of betting. The ill-fated
Wyatt, speaking in the language and with
the feelings of a lover, deseribes her per-
sonal charms as “rare and admirable.”
“Her favour,” he continues, in more pe-
dantic terms, ““passing sweet and cheerful,
was cnhanced by her noble presence of shape
and fashion, representing both milduness and
majesty.” Iler beauty, however, like the
soul within, was not absolntely faultless, and
envy soon discovered that her left hand was
furnished with the rgdiment of a sixth finger
and that a large mole, carcfully concealed
by a collar-band, disfigured her fair round
throat. A

Anne, though contracted by her family to
Sir Piers Butler, carly conceived a sincere
attachment for Henry Percy, son of the
Earl of Northumberland, to whom she was
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induced to make a secrct promise of mar-
riage, which, the young nobleman impru-
dently suffered to transpire. The news
was communicated to Henry the Eighth,
and awakened the sturdy King to the fact
that, though yoked indissolubly to another,
he was himself enslaved by Anne’s artless
charms. In this dilerama he had recourse
to his infallible counsellor and favourite,
Cardinal Wolscy, that ““great child of for-
tune,” the bark of whose mighty genius was
to be shivered on the rock of this headstrong
passion. The Cardinal’s first step, in scek-
ing to forward the King’s views, was to
“attempt to shake the fidelity of the aceepted
lover. “I warvel not a little at thy folly,”
he said, in a conversation with Percy, which
ye must greatly abridge,, ¢ that thou wouldst
thus affiance thyself to a foolish young girl
yonder in the court, Anne Boleyn. Dost
thou not consider the estate that God’—
(alas! how often has that name been pro-
faned in the mouth of a Cardinal!)—¢ hath
called thee to in this world? It had been
most convenient and meet to have had thy
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father’s consent in this case, and to have ac-
quainted the King’s Majesty therewith. But
now sce what you have done through your
wilfulness.  You have not only offended
your father, but .also your loving sovercign
Lord, and matched yourself with such a one
as neither the King nor your father will
consent to.” Hereupon the young noble-
man, instead of turning fiercely on the busy
Cardinal, in the ruffling style of a IFaucon-
bridge, began to cry, like a penitent and
terrificd boy. ¢ Sir, I knew not the King’s
pleasure,” he said, ‘“and am sorry for it. 1
considered I was of gbod years, and thought -
myself able to choos¢ a convenicnt wife as
my faney should guide me, hot doubting that
my lord and father would have been right
well content. And®in this matter I have
gone so far that I really know not how to
discharge myself, or my conscience.” DBut
conscience, whatever it might be to a Peer,
was a small barrier in the eyes of a Car-
dinal ; and no sooner was the word men-
tioned than Welsey considered the affair
settled, and dismissed the young man with
L3
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this soothing interrogatory : —« Thinkest
thou that the King and T know not what we
have to do in such weighty matters as this?”
But Anne, animated by a woman’s sensi-
bilitics, and a woman’s dgevotion, was not
vanquished so ecasily as her lover; and she
manifested coldness, and even repugnance,
at the tender advances of the King. Fear,
family influence, and intrigue, resentment at
the defection of Percy, and perhaps a faint
inkling of ambition, combined, at length,
to overcome her reluctance 5 and the disso-
Intion of Henry’s' marriage with Katharine
of Arragon too soon ‘advanced her to the
fatal dignity of Queen.

Aune’s fall wat' as precipitate as her cleva-
_tion. «Prompted by a new passion, Henry
found means to have’ her implicated in a
common accusation with her brother, Lord
Rochfort, and four officers of the court, Sir
Henry Norris, Sir Francis Weston, Mark
Smeaton, and Brereton. The cvidence of-
fered in support of the cruel charge would
have been ludicrous, had itgnot be#n also, in
respect to its object, atrocious and monstrous.
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Everything Wwas done to wring a confession
from the alleged partners of her guilt, but
only Mark Smeaton, a man of ignoble birth,
writhing under the tortures of the rack,
could be induced to say a word to criminate
her.  An offer of his life, on the same ig-
nominious terms, was indignantly rejected
by Norris, who declared that he would
“ rather die a thousand deaths than accuse
the Qucen of a crime of which he helieved
her to be innocent.” Anne hersclf, after
submitting with patient dignity to the insult
of a sham trial, heard with composure the
sentence which condgmned her, in the flower
of her life, to be beheaded or burnt alive,
at the pleasure of her rutlldess consort.  From
that wicked tribunal she solemnly appealed,
with clasped hands and upraised eyes, to the
Judgment-Seat of Heaven. ¢ Oh, Iather!
oh Creator!” she cried, yet standing in the
felon’s bar, ¢“thou, who art the way, the life,
and the truth, thou knowest whether I have
deserved this death.” Nor did her fortitude
subside@when, solitary and friendless, she
-returned to the gloom of her prison-chamber.
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Severed from the world, deprived of her
short-lived state, its pomps, pleasures, and
vanities, she was sustained and cheered by
the noble energics of her own mind, by the
consolations of religion, and by the soothing
admonitions of the Holy Scriptures. For
her, death had no terrors, and she lightened
the more serious duties of preparation by the
composition of a dirge, beautifully expressive
of her composure and resignation, and which,
after setting it to music, she sang with her
accustomed sweetness. One stanza, ringing
with the inspiration of the heart, shows how
completely she was recanciled to her fate :—

“Q, Death! rock'mo asleep !
Oring opmy quiet rest,
Let pass my very guiltless ghost
Out of my careful breast.
Ring out the doleful knell !
Let its sound my death tell:
For I must die,
There is no remedy,
For now I die!”

On the scaffold, she preserved the same
calm and majestic demeanor; and it was

remarked by an eye-witness, who @ad seen
her in the heyday of her power, that she
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had never looked so lovely and engaging as
at that awful moment. Standing by the
side of the block, she addressed a few touch-
ing words to the spectators, declaring that
she came there only to die, and thus yicld
herself humbly to the will of the King,
“ To me,” cried the innocent victim of a
tyrant’s passions, “he was ever a good and
gentle sovereign lord. If any person will
meddle with my cause, I require them to
judge the best. Thus I take my leave of
the world and of you, and I heartily desire
you all to pray for me.” She calmly laid
her head on the black, observing, ¢ Alas,.
poor head! in a vety brief space thou wilt
roll in the dust; and as in lif¢, thou didst
not merit to wear the crown of a Queen, so
in death thou deservest no better fate than
this.” And, again entrcating the prayers
of those around, she commended her chas-
tened soul to God, and submitted to the
stroke of the executioner.

Such was the end of one who may he
regarded, under Providence, as the first
cause, author, and nursing-mother, so to
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speak, of the Reformation ‘in England.
Never was so great a work effected in so
short a time, or by means so gentle and so
blamecless. A young and innocent woman,
by her sagacity and prudence as much as
by the influence of her charms, proved more
than a match for a powerful camerilla, o
wily Cardinal, and a subtle legate, over-
throwing, in a few brief wecks, by her in-
domitable constancy, that colossal cccle-
siastical despotism which had for a thousand
years ruled both King and people.  History
has yet to render justice to the character of
. Queen Anne Boleyn—#o her high motives,
her noble aspirations, ‘her virtues, and her
genius 3 anll humanity will never deny a
sigh to her misfortunes and her fate.

What one Queen so assiduously fostered,
and so carcfully established, another, her
contemporary and successor, vainly sought
to eradicate. When the English erown de-
volved on Mary, the seeds of the Reforma-
tion were too widely disseminated, and had
taken too deep a root, to be violently
plucked up, even by the horrible mcans
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which, not without reason, obtained for the
recusant Queen the cpithets of ““scarlet”
and ““Dloody.” DBigotry, indecd, impelled
Mary to acts which one shudders to asso-
ciate with the tender name of woman, and
blusiies to record. They were, if possible,
the more revolting in her case, and the
more disgraceful, as the loyal affection of
the people had advanced her 4 the throne,
with a full knowledge of her attachment to
Rome, yet had refrained from exacting any
condition or gnarantee for the maintenance
of the national faith. Soon they discovered
that Mary regarded? them only as heretics
and, in fact, her pidus fury, arrested by no
seruple, outstripped the *zcal "of her most
intolerant prelates, and Gardiner and Pole
found the English ‘Church again subjeet to
the Pope, at the moment that they were
secretly considering how to maintain its
independence.  Such measures naturally
excited a general feeling of discontent ; and
Sir Thomas Wyatt, and other Protestant
leaders, impatient of papal ascendancy,
availed themselves of this disaffected spirit
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to raise an insurrection, with the view of
recovering the crown for Lady Jane Grey,
who, at the time a prisoner in the Tower,
was completely in the power of Mary, and
hence, instead of being benefited, could not
but be placed in extreme jeopardy by their
rash proceedings. ‘ )

Lady Jane Grey was one of the most
shining chagacters of the age; and, by a
happy destiny—for she was illustrious rather
by her sorrows, and her virtues, than by
her deeds—she remains to this hour onc of
the most popular heroines on the page of
history. Beautiful, actomplished, learned,
she was no less pious than gifted, and the
angelic sweétness' of her temper won the
admiration and applause of her bitterest
enemics. Like Titus, she sought never to
lose a day; and her time was distributed,
in allotted and regular portions, between
the duties of religion, the pursuit of learn-
ing, the management of her household, and
the 'endearing} occupations of domestic life.
Far from coveting the splendours of royalty,
she preferred the simple pleasures of retire-
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ment, and would have wished to hide her-
self, like the violet, under the veil of her
own modesty.  When, on the death of Ed-
ward the Sixth, she was saluted as Quecen,
she fell down in a swoon, and not till her
ambitious but imbecile husband resorted to
violence, would“she consent, by aity overt
act, to assunf® the périlous title. She ab-
dicated her Drief sovercignty with cager
satisfaction, though fully awarc of the re-
sponsibility and the danger in which it had
involved her. In her last moments she was
attended by Feckenham, Mary’s chaplain, a
zcalous but not intplerant Catholic, who,
though at first regarding her as. a heretic,
ended by deeming her an angel, and was
wrung to the heart by her gentlencss and
submission” Jane mildly told him that her
time was too short for controversy; and,
flying to the Queen, he procured her a
respite of three days, in the delusive hope
that, in this interval, he might restore such
a saint to Rome. But the pidbus lady in-
formed hi‘m, with a sweet smile, that he
had placed a wrong construction on her
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words, as she was quite ready to dic but
wished to avoid all religions discussions.
“True it was,” she added, “ her flesh shud-
dered, as was natural to frail mortality, but
her spirit would spring rejoicing into cternal
light, where she hoped the mercy of God
would Teccive it.” And'in this frame of
mind, composed, solemn, but®not sad, she
ascended the terrible scaffold, still recking
with the Dblood of her husband; and laid
down her unblemished life.

But Mary was not content with political
victims and the tame justice of the axe;
her pious fury demandgd martyrs, and could
only be appcased by the lurid flames of per-
secution. In the upper walks of life, all
were ready to conform, and so cscaped
harmless ; but the humbler classes, animated
by a higher spirit, clung to the pure doc-
trines of the Reformation, and boldly ac-
cepted the crown of martyrdom. Women
of all ages walked without fear to the stake,
rejoicing that they were accounted worthy
to suffer in such a cause, and could Yollow, at a
-humble distance,in the footsteps of the devout
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Cranmer, the meck Latimer, and the holy
Ridley. Among these genuine saints was
Mrs. Joyce Lewis, the wife of a Warwick-
shire gentleman, residing at Mancetta, who,
amidst the seductions of a gay and dissi-
pated life, had beeu attracted and converted
by the preaching of Glover. On being cited
before the Bishop, htr husband, though a
resolute man, was terrified into submission ;
but Joyce adhered to her faith, and refused
the orthodox tests of adoring the crucifix,
and crossing herself with holy water. Der-
severing in her constancy, she was thrown
into a loathsome dupigeon, and condemned
to be burnt alive ; bat ber devout hehaviour
in prison, under the most, cruel privations,
so affeeted the Sheriff, that he continually
cvaded carrying out, the sentence during his
term of office, and thus she spent twelve
months in confinement, in paticnt cxpecta-
tion of her terrible fate. This dreadful period
of agony was devoted to prayer and reli-
gious meditation; and when,*at last, the
long-contemplated hour of martyrdom ar-
rived, she could hail it as a relicf. On the



236 LAST DAYS OF MARY.

previous night, she was visited by a (fatholic
priest, who earnestly besought her to con-
fess, but she calmly replied that she “had
confessed to Christ her Saviour, and looked
to Him alone for forgiveness.” When ap-
prised by the Sheriff that she must proceed
to the stake, she said in ®a firm voice
“ Master Sheriff, your message is welcome,
and I thank my God that he will permit me
to venture my life in His service.” She
exhibited the same composure and lofty for-
titude at the stake, though the spectators,
forming an immense multitnde, could not
repress their tears, and as the flames shot
‘up around, her face was scen raised to
Heaven, shining with the same serene light
that beamed from that of St. Stephen.

The last days of Mary were embittered
equally by domestic sorrow and vexation,
and by political calamity. Her husband,
Philip of Spain, whom she had loved with all
the little fervour of which her nature was
capable, neglected and deserted her; and
she was happily disappointed in her hopes
of becoming a mother. The French easily
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snatched fromg her fecble hand the keys of
(alais, the gate of France, adding humilia-
tion to misfortune; and so deeply was she
affected by this disaster, that she declared
the fatal name of (‘falais would, at her death,
be found engravéd on her heart. Nor can
we doubt that the was also haunted by
remorse, and by the gloomy apprehensions
and misgivings which superstition, whatever
plea it might urge, could neither silence nor
banish in so morose and so guilty a soul.
Dcath, at length, relicved the world of her
presence, and she expired in November,
1558, in the 43rd yeqgr of her age.

Scarcely had the }sriests of Rome admi-
nistered to Mary their last sacrament of
extreme unction, when the accession of
Elizabeth, amidst the acclamations and re-
Joicings .of her subjects, once more planted
on the soil of England the standard of Pro-
testant truth. This great Princess, trained
in the hard school of adversity, under jealous
surveillance, a sort of prisoner at large, and
sometimes in imminent peril of the scaffold,
ascended the throne at an age which, though
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it sccured her the advantage of,a mature and
experienced judgment, had not yet thrown
off the innate weaknesses of her sex. No
matrimonial yoke had sobered her feelings,
or dispelled her romance 5 and she clung to
the foibles and delusions of youth, after its
bright noon had sct. Ier character was
a strange problem—-a mystery ; and it
was happily said of her, by one who
knew her well, that  if to-day, she was
more than a man, to-morrow she was less
than a woman.” Yet allowance must be
made for a Princess who, from her carliest
childhood, was ek"pos'ed to the adulation,
intrigucs, and sinister addresses of gay, bril-
lLiant, and handsome courtiers, eager to seize
a hand which mi;ght hercafter grasp a scep-
tre or confer a crown; and, under such cir-
cumstances, we may forgive, in the decline
of middle-age, what indeed appears ridi-
culous in the matron of seventy.

Elizabeth was only thirteen when she
excited the-ambitious hopes of the unprin-
cipled Lord Admiral Seymour, the Adonis
of his time. At this early age she reccived
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from him an offer of marriage, which she re-
jected in terms that, comparing them with
her tender years, induce a suspicion that
they were dictated by®an older and wiser
head.  Seymour, however alllicted by her
refusal, consoled *himsclf within a week by
marrymg Katharine Parr, whose previous
consort, blulf King Heury, had been but a
month dead.  Elizabeth went to reside with
the happy pair, and Seymour took advan-
tage of her presence, to insinuate himself
into her good graces. Her severe studies,
which included the principal classic authors
in their native tongue, and the New Testa-
ment in Greek, were foften invaded by the
handsome Admiral, with whom the young
Princess delighted to flirt "and romp, in a
manner creditable to neither party. The
death of Katharine Parr left Seymour at
liberty to renew his proposal to Llizabeth,
now in her sixteenth year, and possessing at
least an ordinary share of personal attrac-
tions. There is reason to belicve that,
through the connivance of her attendants,
" he obtained secret interviews with the Prin-
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cess, at hours when no male yisitor should
have been admitted, and it is certain that
Elizabeth did not absolutely repel his ad-
dresses.  On one oceasion, she was told by
Parry, her treasurer, that Seymour ¢ would
come and sce her grace,” «“ which declara-
tion,” says this loquaciouws gossip, m his
candid confession, ““she seemed to take very
gladly. On which casting in my mind the
reports I had heard of a marriage between
them, and observing that at all times she
showed such countenanee that it appeared
she was very glad to hear of him, I took
occasion to ask her whether, if the council
" would like it, she would marry with him.
Whereto she replied, When that comes to
pass T shall do as God will put into my
mind.”” TUndoubtedly a very prudent an-
swer, which, perhaps, would have silenced
Master Parry, if Elizabeth’s confidante, Kate
Ashley, had not “disclosed so many par-
ticulars to him, especially of the late Queen
Katharine finding her husband with his arms
about her grace”—not a discouraging remi-
niscence to so wily an intriguer. All Sey-
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mour’s schemes, however, were baffled by
the council, or rather by the superior craft
of his brother; and his audacious courtship
of the King’s sister was expiated on the
scaflold.

Thongh TFlizabeih clung through life to
the solitary state of single bhlessedness, no
Princess or Queen—perhaps no woman, ever
received more proposals for her hand; and
to the last she was surronnded by a host of
adinirers, who saw on her faded cheeks all
the elowing bloom of youth. Such a state
of things naturally provoked slander, and
afforded ground for cogtinual scandals 5 and,
indeed, some letters litely published, in the
Life and Times of Sir Clristopher Hatton,
by the lamented Sir Harris Nicolas, cast
grave and serious imputations on the illus-
trious name of Elizabeth.  But, in the first
instance, it was chiefly on Robert Dudley,
whom she created Earl of Liecester, and,
subsequently, on the chivalrous Earl of
Essex, that she bestowed her protection
and favour. Her regard for Leicester was
so strong, and so openly evinced, that,

VOL. II. M
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at onc time, it occasioned real alarm to
her ministers; and the cold and cautious
Burleigh ventured to make it the subject
of a sarcasm. Illizabeth had appointed
Leicester to  the post of Master of the
Horse, when she was infomed by the great
minister of the nuptials of the Duchess of
Suffolk with her equerry, Adrian Stakes.
“What!” exclaimed the Queen, ““has she
married her horsckeeper?” ¢ Yes, your
majesty,” was the caustic reply, ““and she
says you would like to do the same.”  Yet,
at this time, Leicester was already married,
and his wife, the beaufiful and amiable Amy
Robsart, rendered immortal by the magic
genius of Scolt, was kept a prisoner in the
country, lest her presence at court should
avert from her perjured husband the sun-
shine of royal favour. A still darker fate
awaited her, and there is little doubt that,
though made to present the appearance of
an accident, the catastrophe which hurried
her into eternity was a subtle contrivance of
the perfidious and unscrupulous Leicester.
Essex, the favourite of Elizabeth’s matwrer
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years, was first introduced at court by
Leicester, whose daunghter he had married
and through his handsome person, and
numerous engaging qualities, he speedily took
precedence of all competitors.  1lis hanghty
spirit, indeed, could ill brook the presence
of a rival ; and the favour which the royal
coquette extended for 4 time to the gallant
Charles Blount, elicited from him so con-
temptuous a remark, that Dlount was pro-
voked into sending him a challenge.  This
Jed to a ducl in Marylebone Park, in which
Essex was slichtly woundad, and Elizabeth.
who heard of the encpunter with extreme
displeasure, annoyed at the arrogance and
presumption of Essex, dedared,” with an
oath, it was fitting that some one or other
should take the Earl down, and teach him
manners 3  otherwise there would be no
ruling him.”

The impetuous and rash temper of Essex
ultimately caused his ruin. Presuming on
his great influence with his royal mistress,
he lost sight of the fact that she was sur-
rounded, as sovereigns have seldom been,

M2
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by able and sagacious ministers, who, by
their wise counscls, overruled the mis-
chievous effects that might otherwise have re-
sulted from his ascendancy ;-and, emboldened
by impunity, he procceded from one extrava-
gance to another, till, in tl';e end, he freated
the Queen with radeness, contumely, and
even violence.  On one occasion, Elizabeth
was so exasperated by his insolent de-
meanour, that she actually boxed his ears,
on which the imperious Earl, instead of
patiently submitting to the correction, turned
furiously upon her, half-drew his sword, and
swore he would not hwve taken such a blow
from her father. 'I'ltc Lord-Admiral flung
himself béfore his menaced sovereign ; and
with difficulty Essex, after calling her “a
King in petticoats,” was persuaded to leave
the council-chamber.

Gradually a great change came over
Elizabeth : her health began to fail; her
spirits to sink ; and the proceedings of Essex
in Ireland,twhere, much against his inclina-
tion, he had been appointed Lord-Deputy,
and where he had found everything in
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disorder, matcrially aggravated her depres-
sion. Immured in the seclusion of Nonsuch,
she heard a report of her own death, which
had been very widely circulated, and thus
reminded of her mortality, was continually
murmuring to horself the ominous words—
‘“deaa, buv not buried.” The misguided
conduct of Essex addgd to her distress and
her perplexities; and atelast the haughty
noble, after attempting to ercate an insurrec-
tion, was brought to trial, convieted of
treason, and sentenced to be beheaded.

The poor Queen was now placed in a
situation which engages Doth our sympathy
and interest.  Resentment, justice, the law,
her stern and implacaﬁle ministers, demanded
with one voice the forfeited life of her
favourite ; but, while she was thus closely
pressed by his enemies, her own heart
became his too willing advocate. No sooner
was the death-warrant signed than it was
recalled, suspended, or cancelled; and,
meanwhile, the unhappy Elizabeth, cven
in affliction a coquette, at one time feigned to
be the gayest of the gay, at another sought
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no disguise for her crushed jand blighted
feelings.  Eventually the foes of Issex
triumphed 5 he was brought to the block ;
aud his royal mistress, who then yielded up
her last tie to the world, was never known
to smile again.

Iu happier days, Elizabeth had’ given
Essex a ring, with an injunction to send it
to her, by a safe shand, whenever he stood
in need of her protection 5 and this memento
of her affection was actually transmitted to
the Countess of Nottingham, for the purpose
of being presented to the Queen, but, betray-
g the trust 1'@1)680(1'.in her, the Countess
never executed the commission.  On her
death-bed, tormented by remorse, she con-
fessed the treacherous act to Elizabeth, who
had come to wisit her, and implored the
royal pardonj but the ancient fire of the
Tudors, still smouldering in those aged
veins, was kindled by the intelligence 5 and,
seizing the dying woman by the shoulders,
the incensed monarch shook her in her bed,
exclaiming ““God may pardon you, but I
never will!”
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Such were the weaknesses, such the faults,
of one of the most renowned sovereigns, and
most illustrious women, that ever adorned
the Inglish throne. However she may be
represented, whatever scandal may allege,
or testimony almmost prove, against her fair
fame, Elizabeth occupies a pedestal in his-
tory accorded to but few 5 and England still
exults in the Augustan splendour and un-
surpassed glory of her reign.  The lofty
muse of Shakespeare, the immortal wisdom
of Bacon, the sagacity of Burleigh, the
daring and enterprise of Drake, the undying
names of Sydney, Ra.leigh, and Walsingham,
surround this great Princess like a halo, and,:
by their association, shed additional lustre
over her character and life.  In a troublous
period, under circumstances of unparalleled
difficulty, when the nation was divided by
rival factions and by rival sects, she grasped
the helm of the state with the spirit, if not
the hand of a giant, and guided it uninjured
through every danger. Her will was su-
preme; and whether her venerable coun-
scllors assembled to deliberate on her tooth-
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ache or to give law to Europe—whether she
was flirting with every comely man in her
palace, or majestically reviewing her troops
at Tilbury-Fort, she was still the bright par-
ticular star, which commanded the homage
of every eye. She reduced anarchy and
confusion to order, established the reformed
religion on a basis which, thank Heaven!
has never been overthrown; and herself
respected, while she boldly administered the
law. Richand poor, high and low, regarded
her with the same devoted, enthusiastic fecl-
ings; and the poor wretch condemmned to
lose his hand, for protesting against the
.marriage of her highnéss’s grace with “the
little Frcuch Duke,” could still wave his
bleeding stump in the air, and cry “God
save the Queen!”

Cotemporary with FElizabeth, a female
sovereign swayed also the mighty destinies
of France. The too-celebrated Catharine de
Medicis, daughter of the Duke of Urbino,
and niece of Popc Clement VII., was born
at Florence in 1519 ; and in her fifteenth
year became the wife or Henry Duke of
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Orleans, son of Francis I., and himself des-
tined to wear the Gallic crown. Catharine
is described by Moreri as being superior, in
mental as well as personal attractions, to
every woman ofher time ; and there can be
no doabt that, to extraordinary beauty, she
added all the blandishments that Ttalian craft
and great natural gifts could iuspire. Tler
ruling sentiment was dissimulation ; and it
was conspicuously manifested at cvery period
of her life, by the foulest acts of treachery
and murder. She was attached by birth
rather than fecling—for $he appears to have
had no religious pfinciples—to the most:
ultra scetion of the (atholic party 3 but her
.
love of intricue was so inveterate, that she
could remain stedfast to no cause, and was
thus continually balancing faction against
faction, and veering from one side to the
other, till in the end she excited the distrust
and detestation of all.  Still, she possessed,
with many scrious defeets, rare.administra-
tive talents, adequate to the responsibilities
she was called upon to undertake; and at
times her government was distinguished by
M3
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a wise and temperate spirit, apparently as
much in advance of herscelf as of her country
and her age.

Iler husbaud succeeded his father, the
unfortunate Francis 1., by tlre title of Henry
I1.; and after ten years of raarried lift, she
presented him with his first child, who was
followed in quick succession, by nine others,
three of whom Dbecame Kings, and onc a
Queen.  During this period France was dis-
tracted by political and religious dissensions,
which, at length, broke forth in civil war;
and the houschold of Catharine was a focus
‘of conspiracy, cabals, ‘and intrigues.  The
better to carry out her projects, she sur-
rounded herself by a train of complaisant
heanties, who were dexterously employed to
win, by their arts and Dlandishments, those
incorruptible opponents not to be purchased
by gold; and they who could withstand
both temptations, were, it is said, removed
hy poison or.the dagger. Her children were
rearcd in the familiar practice of every vice,
that they might become an easier prey in
after life to her overruling influence, and
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their career was marked throughout by the
same vile and execrable spirit. During the
brief reign of her eldest son Francis 11., the
husband of the unfortunate Mary Queen of
Scots, she contmwed to counteract the ascen-
dancy of che (uise party, paving the way
for a reconciliation wyith Ilenry of Navarre,
which, by dint of corruption and intrigue,
she accomplished in the succceding reign,
when she exercised the supreme authority
in the name of her son Charles. Her
imperious spirit, however, could ill brook
cither the independent tone or the pure
faith of the Iluguenots, and a desperate
quarrel soon ensued, on which both parties
flew to arms, and Catharine, burning for
revenge, planned and executed the barba-
rous massacre of St. Bartholomew.
Catharine finally triumphed over the
disorders into which her restless spirit of
intrigue had plunged the kingdom, ande
handed it over in a peaceful, if not a
prosperous condition, to her son Henry,
whom the premature death of his brother
called from the barbaric throne of Poland
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to receive the sceptre of I'rance. Dut she
was now obliged to abdicate her functions,
and had the mortification, in her retire-
ment, after all her scheming and finessing,
to see herself succeeded by the hated
Guises, the inveterate enemigs of ‘her house.
Rumour accuses her of having prompted
the assassination of the Duke de Guise,
accompanicd as it was by circumstances of
the blackest perfidy; but she declared at
the time, with the most solemn assevera-
tions, that she was wholly innocent of the
crime. She expirel in her seventieth year,
in comparative obscurity, universally de-
tested and despised.

Catharine had' thought to secure the
adhesion of Henry of Navarre, gradually
drawn ncarer and nearcr to the crown, by
the hand of her daughter, the beautiful
Marguerite ; but this weak and profligate
» princess could exercise no influence on the
inconstant mjind of Henry ; and, indeed, she
was too intent on the pursuit of pleasure to
lend herself, by any personal act, to the
insidious designs of her mother. On
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Henry’s accession to the throne, her con-
duct became such an open scandal, that the
monarch was compelled to seck a divorce;
and she willingly consented to the arrange-
ment, when the death of Gabrielle d’Estrées,
by an unlooked-éor catastrophe, assured her
that she would not be succeeded by a hated
rival.

The King was no sooner absolutely
liberated, than he engaged himself, under a
certain contingency, to marry Mademoisclle
d’Entragues, afterwards created Marquise
de Verncuil, who had 8Succceded the fair
Gabrielle in his afféctions. But the wise
Sully left him no ‘time to complete so
disgraceful a contract; ahd, while Henry
was immersed in the giddy vortex of
pleasure, his minister adroitly hurried
forward negotiations for the hand of Marie
de Medicis, and, after an interval of a few
days, Henry learnt, to his surprise, that he
was again a husband. .

Marie, at the time of her marriage, was
in her twenty-fourth year. Ier beauty
was of the highest Italian cast—dark, soft,
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majestic, with eyves of meltin'g lustre, and
long, luxuriant, raven tresses. Ilenry re-
luctantly quitted the chateau of his
favourite to meet the young Queen at
Lyons; but two brief days of her society,
though relicved by a succession of fitbs and
receptions, were sufficient to wear out the
love and the patience of the gay monarch,
and, deserting his bride, he flew back to
the boudoir of his mistress. Such was
the first lesson which Marie rececived of the
dissolute temperament of her husband,
affording a bitter foretaste of trials and
sorrows vet to come.” The crucl affront,
indecd, which thus met her on the threshold
of her new career, was quickly followed by
slights still more marked, and cvery day
brought some fresh proof of Henry’s un-
disguised infidelity, insensibility, and indif-
ference. A marriage formed from ambition
on onc side, and convenience on the other,
could hardly be expected to enchain, by its
slender ties, a disposition so volatile as
Henry’s; but, in fact, his excesses were
without bounds, and, as regards modern
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times, without parallel.  The unhappy
QQueen had scarcely reached Paris, when she
was insulted by the presentation of Madame
de Vernenil, who bhad been appointed by
the King to a ¢ost in her household, and
was publicly introduced to the outraged
Marie by the Duchess de Nemours, a
princess of the blood. Marie, supported by
the pride of race and of woman, reccived
the audacious favourite with becoming
dignity, though her quivering Iip might
slichtly reveal the wild agitation within.
Coldly acknowledging the Marquise’s obei-
sance, she tarned tO her attendant ladies,
and resumed the conversation which this
painful incident had ihterrupted. But
Madame de Verneuil, as lost to modesty as
to virtue, was not to be so casily repulsed ;
and she impudently joined in the discourse,
addressed herself directly to Manie, and
wrung from the surprised Quecn the honour
of a reply. From this moment her rivalry
assamed a more marked, offensive, and
undisguised aspect.

In such a court, a young and inexpe-
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rienced Queen could assert no authority,
and exercise but little influence. 1ler
Italian taste, indeed, exhibiting itself in her
toilet, procured for Marie the undisputed
sovercignty of the fashions ; but a nature so
ambitious and so haughty could not be
satisfied with such a narrow dominion.
The warm passions of the south urged her
into perpetual contests with the King, his
parasites, and his mistresses; and cvery
encounter diminished, instead of extending,
her dignity and power. Long impunity
had given vice a recognised position at the
ccourt of France; and genius as well as
courage—prudence, sagacity, and judgment,
were required, more than indignant scorn,
to meet its unblushing front. Every class
was infected by the sarae rank corruption,
and it was vain to expect shame, when
there was no idea of purity. Marie inscn-
sibly yielded to despair, and to the fell
spirit of the age; she cncouraged her
attendants, soon alive to her ruling in-
firmities, to whisper in her ear the piquant
gossip of Henry’s mistresses, condescended
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to quarrel with those abandoned women,
abused them "in private, suffercd them to
meet her in public, and thus degraded
herself to their level. By such means the
evil became more widely spread and more
deeply rooted; *a fair name ccased” to be
valued, hecause, in this indiscriminate asso-
ciation, it was no lenger honoured; and
virtue shrank from untarnished rags, when
infamy swept by in velvet.

The inconstancy of Henry, which had
so often involved him in personal danger,
and brought a moral plague on the whole
French nation, finally produced, as regards
himself, still more fr;ta,l effects. His scan-
dalous persecution of the Erincess de Cond¢
compelled that beautiful lady to fly, with
her insulted husband, to the hostile terri-
tory of the Netherlands; and a demand for
their surrender being refused by Philip of
Spain, Henry, for this frivolous and un-
worthy cause, determined to plunge his
kingdom into a sanguinary war. In the
midst of his preparations for the struggle,
he received numerous warnings to prepare
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for another and more gloomy: event. His
astrologer, Thomassin, warned him of his
approaching cnd, and, as it is said, pre-
dicted not only the day, but the hour of his
death. One of his nobles was super-
naturally commanded in a vision to
announce to him the same awful intelli-
gence. Marie, sleepintg by his side, awoke
in the night with a piercing cry, and de-
clared that she saw him bleeding beneath
the kunife of the assassin. But Henry, if he
possessecd no other quality of a hero, was
brave to a fault, and he aflected to laugh at
these successive warnings, although, in fact,
he secrctly deemed them prophetic. On
the fatal morning, he was reminded by the
Duke de Vendéme, his natural son, that
the famous astrologer, La Brosse, as well as
Thomassin, had pronounced that day to be
fraught with danger to his person, and the
Duke entreated him to adopt some addi-
tional precautions. ‘La Brosse,” cried the
reckless monarch, ‘“is an old impostor, who
sought to get at your money, and you are a
simpleton to believe him. My days can
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only be rumbered by  God.”  After
spending the morning in his cabinet, he
entered his carriage, and commanded the
obscquions attendants to proceed to the
Arscnal, where, intent on forwarding the
military armaments, he proposed to visit
his great minister Sully, the Grand Master
of the Artillery ; antl as if under the spell
of fate, refused to be accompanied by his
gaards.  The messenger of death awaited
his approach in a narrow street, connecting
the Rue la Ieronmeric with that of St.
Honoré.  Two cumbroys waggons, piled
with produce for the market, hlocked up
the crooked thoroughfare, and the at-
tendants pushed forward. to remove the
obstruction, leaving the royal carriage
unwatched. “The assassin, muflled in a
capacious cloak, stole from his recess,
raised himself on the wheel of the vehicle,
and looked in. Henry was engaged in
reading a letter: the deadly knife, thrust
through the open window, was unsecn ; and
the next moment it was buried in his heart.

Nothing could exceed the grief of Marie
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on hearing of: the catastrophe, yct such was
the factious spirit of the court that tongues
were not wanting, when the first excitement
had passed, to accuse her of complicity in
the assassination. Tor this slander history
affords not the slightest groand; and there
can be no doubt that her sortow for the King
was sincere, though Jdrief — the poisoned
sweets of power speedily consoling her for
his loss. The station of Regent, to which
she had been nominated by Henry himself,
opened a wide field for her ambition, and, in
some respects, was not unsuited to her bril-
liant talents; but sqmething more than
“talent is required for the govefnmcnt of a
great nation, and. Marie possessed all the
arrogance, without the genius of Irene. She
had not even the art to secure the affection
of her son, who was one day to be her sove-
reign ; and the youthful Louis, while exter-
nally treated with every mark of respect,
was too often subjected to the discipline
of the rod.* After one of these ill-advised
whippings, Marie, as usual, rising on his
appearance, received him with a profound
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obeisance, when Louis addressed her in
words which might have alarmed a more
timid mind. * Madam,” said he, sternly,
“T should be better pleased with a little
less curtseying :}ud a little less flogging.”

A couspiracy, hatched in Louis” favourite
resort, the falconry, by De Luynes, the
master of his hawks, 4 clerk, and a gardener,
the monarch’s choice companions, terminated
the arbitrary reign of Marie, and from being
the raler of France she became a prisoner in
the gloomy fortress of Blois. But the fallen
Princess was not yet without friends. A
plan was arranged for her escape; and in
the middle of a dark night she coutrived,
not without difficulty and. painy to squecze
her now portly person through the window
of her closet,®ind then descended by a rope-
ladder to the narrow ramparts.  Here, how-
ever, both her strength and courage were
exhausted, and she declared herself unable
to continue the descent to the fosse sur-
rdunding the frowning walls of the-chiteau.
In this dilemma her two attendants wrapped
her in a mantle, and hazarded the perilous
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feat of lowering her by a rope. «She reached
the ground in safeey, sprung into a carriage
which was in waiting, and four fleet horses,
impelled by whip and spur, bore her to a
secure refuge.

The final ruin of Marie was accomplizhed
by Richelicu, whou she had, in the day of her
power, first started on Iis carcer of greatness.
While Louis the Thirteenth employed his
little mind in daubing prints, and his leisure
in beating® a drum or blowing a horn, the
subtle minister, though wielding all the
prerogatives of a Kking, could still feel a
nervous jealousy of Marie.  Iis vindictive
enmity parsued her in. her exile, when, a
wandorer ansl a fugitive, she songht an asy-
lum, first in distracted England, where her
daughter shared the throne of Charles, and
subsequently in the inhospitable capital of
the Netherlands. It was reserved for a poor
artist to give a last shelter to the widow of
Henry the Iourth, in brighter times his
patroness and benefactress, the unhappy mo-
ther of France’s King and England’s Queen.
In a small chamber, in an obscure street of
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Cologne, in which the glowing genins of
Rubens had been ushered into the world,
the once fascinating and all-powerful Marie
de Medicis—so long surrounded by regal
splendours, attended by nobles, and invested
with absolute aulhority—"here, on a wretched
bed, in a state of "destitution, and after she had
been reduced to the ecessity of burning the
miserable furniture in her chamber as fire-
wood—the great Marie de Medieis expired,
with her latest breath murmuring in prayer
the name of her undutiful son.

In the sixteenth ceniury the court of
France was, in more than one instaunce, the
cradle of misfortune: to Royalty. Here it
was that the lovely Mary Stuant, Queen of
Scots, as wife of the young Dauphin, after-
wards Francis the Second, commenced, in
the marble halls of Fontaincbleau, her
chequered course of gaiety and sorrow.
From this sunny atmospherc she was trans-
planted to the chilly north, in the very
flower of youth and beauty, though alrcady
a widow. Scotland, so long left to the
uneasy sway of a regency, was now torn



264 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS.

by factions, distracted by religtous discords,
aud barely preserved from the worst ex-
cesses of anarchy. Such a kingdom was
a sad heritage for so yoaung, so gentle,
so inexperienced, and so brilliant a woman.
After sitting at the fairy feet of . Mar-
guerite de Valois, and mingling in the
gorgeous dissipation Of the Louvre, with
the chansons of Clement Marot, and the
courtly lips of De Rohan or Montmorency,
ringing out compliments to her unequalled
charms, the gay but innocent Mary was
immured in the glaomy chambers of Holy-
rood, menaced on one gide by grim, mailed
warriors, ready to snateh the sceptre from
her hand, ahd on ‘the other, by rigid and
morose puritans, animated by a ficry hatred
of her religion, and teaching the stern doc-
trine that to be cheerful was a weakuess,
and to smile a sin. It could excite no sur-
prise if, in such a situation, this fair young
Queen had been betrayed into some little
indiscretions, which the cye of fanaticisin,
or the unscrupulous tongue of slander, might
magnify into guilt; but modern candour is
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stunned by the unbounded virulence of
her enemics, in imputing to her crimes
which surpass belief.  Happily these ac-
cusations are quite unsupported by facts ;
and it is no slight vindication of the injured
and calumniateds Mary, that Elizabetl, at a
time when she Wwas treating her with great
severity, and consequently was interested in
tarnishing her reputation, honestly refused,
in reply to a petition from the Countess of
Lenox, the mother of Darnley, to investigate
charges so improbable and so unfounded.
Ultimately the Countess herself was per-
suaded of Mary’s innocence; and became,
from that time, the firm and attached friend
of her who is accused, by the voice of fac-
tion, of murdering her son.”

It was after escaping from a long captivity
in Lochleven Castle, that the ill-fated Mary,
at the head of a hastily-levied army, im-
prudently ventured on the sanguinary battle
of Langside, which ended in her total over-
throw, leaving her no alternative but a re-
treat into England. This was indeed run-
ning into the lion’s mouth, though, as it

VOL. II. N
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proved, she had less to fear from the jea-
lousy of Elizabeth, than the cabals of her
courticrs. Every motive, in fact, conspired
to array against her the political and re-
ligions prejudices of the ruling statesmen ;
and Leicester, Burleigh, and Walsingham
were  equally beirt on her ruin. * Mary
was entrapped into a succession of plots,
which, while they endangered the peace
of the country, excited continual appre-
hensions in the harassed mind of Eliza-
heth s both of the misguided Queens were
hetrayed s and finally Elizabeth yielded a
reluctant assent to Mary’s exceution. This
was after she had giifen utterance to -her
tortured feelings ip those emphatic words—
“T swear by the living God, that T would
aive one of my own arms to be cut off, so
that some way could he provided for us
both to live in peace.” ¢ Mortua non
mordet,” whispered one of her counsellors,
who had been despatched by the King of
Scots to intercede for Mary’s life. “A
dcad woman cannot bite.” .

But a darker aspersion is cast upon the



EXECUTION OF MARY. 267

name of Elizabeth, in the letter to Mary’s
stern gaolers, said to have been written by
her command, in which, after a little fencing
of words, they are desired to find out some
way of  shortening the life of the Scots’
Queen 37 and Seeretary Davison aceuses his
rovai mistress of having proposed this foul
(:rin.l(-, worthy of thc_ black soul of John, or
the blood-stained hand of Richard of Glou-
cester.  Dut the statements of crafty and
guilty ministers must be received with cau-
tion, particularly when they are at variance
with the obvious complexion of events. The
excceution of Mary was, after all, effected by
stealth—yprecipitatedy hurried forwared, with:
out the knowledge*or the approval of her
grcat rival; and Elizabeth Tieard of the
fatal event with surprise, indignation, and
even tears.  Mary* had died not only as :
heroine, but as a Christian, besecching
Ieaven to forgive her ruthless and impla-
cable enemies; and it was by the blazing
of bonfires, and the merry pealing of bells
that Elizabeth was first apprized of her
safety—and her disgrace.
N2
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VI
LATTER DAYS.

Tnr accession of the Stuarts to the Crow
of England opened a new era in our annals ;
and their régime, extending to the death of
Anne, and nominally much later, marks a
potable period in the docial history of the
world. There was a sécret understanding
with King James, that Lady Scroope, one
of the attendants of the bedchamber, should
eotify the death of Elizabeth to the Scottish
monarch by an express messenger, who was
to present a blue ring as a pledge of his
veracity ; and as the poor Queen was an-
nounced to be dying, her ladyship’s brother,
Sir Robert Carey, held himselfin readiness
at Richmond Palace, with a strong and fleet
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horse, to start at any moment on this
momentous errand. Directly Elizabeth ex-
pired, the ring was thrown from the window
of the royal apartments, the cavalier sprang
on his horse, and sixty hours afterwards ar-
rivec at Edinbargh, rushed into the King’s
bedchamber, and  saluting him as  the
sovereign of England, presented the con-
certed token. ¢ Enough!” eried James.
“I know by this ring you arc a faithful
messenger.”

It would be out of the provinee of this
work to enter into an *examination of the
character of James, except in so far as it
was calculated, by its immediate bearing on
the courtiers, to influence’ the manners and
the morals of his subjects, and the general
tone of society ; and there can be no doubt
that his habits of drinking and swear-
ing, his coarse buffoonery, and unbecoming
encouragement of loose jests, did exercise a
most pernicious effect, as well on the manners
of women as of men. On the point of drink-
ing, the fact is strongly attested by Sir
John Harrington, who, in a letter to Barlow,
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the Seeretary, says, ¢Those whom I could
ucver get to taste good Lnglish liguors, now
follow the fashion, and. wallow in drunken
delights.  The ladics abandon their sobriety,
and are scen rolling about in intoxication.”
Dirt was also a characteristic of the cpurt ;
and the Countess of Dorset, after paying her
devoir at the royal palace of Theobalds,
the constant retreat of James, discovered
that it had been visited by one of the plagues
of Egypt, and brought away a swarm of the
odious inscets on her garments.  The King’s
love of vulgar jokes found a willing pander
Jin the foremost lady of the court— Mary
Villiers, Countess of Buckingham ; and she
rarely failed to win his puerile applause.
Once, indeed, she received a severe reproof,
but this was provoked less by her infamous
conduct than by the infelicity of her device,
which was made to include a pig, an animal
so extremely obnoxious to the King, that,
in his ¢ Counterblast to Tobacco,” he pro-
nounced it to be a suitable dish for the Evil
One. The anecdote is related by Wilson,
who affirms that the Countess and Bucking-
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hawm, considering how they should amuse the
modern Saul, then suffering from a (it of
gloom, ushered into his presence a young
damsel, carrying a small pig dressed in long-
clothes, 1o represent an infant, and followed
by a servant altired as a bishop, in full
canonicals. The pretended prelate, aping
the episcopal gravity, began to read the
baptismal service from the Prayer-Book,
when the revolting proceeding was fortu-
nately interrupted by a squeak from the pig,
which at once exposed the trick. James
was extremely indignant at this discovery,
and turning angrily to the Countess, ex-
claimed—* What profanation is this?  De-
gone! begone !” '

Anne of Denmark, the consort of James,
was an amiable, though gay and imprudent
princess, causing more than one deed of
violence by her thoughtless levity. Her
tragic flirtation with the Earl of Murray is
commeinorated by the old Scottish ballad :—

“ 0, the bonnie Earl of Murray !

He was the Queen’s love ”

Murray was attacked by the Earl of Huntley,
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also an admirer of the Queen, and, driven
from his castle with his long, silken tresses
in flames, was overtaken by his furious rival,
who plunged his dagger into his face. ¢ You
have marred a better face than your own,”
was the bitter taunt of thé e\plrnm beau,
as he fixed his glazed eyes ‘on the assassin.
James was suspeeted of having instigated the
murder, as well as that of young Ruthven,
who succeeded Murray in the Queen’s favour.
Ruthven, indeed, was scarcely more prudent
than Anne herself, and openly proclaimed
his attachment to his royal mistress. Bat
the days of romdnce“ had gone hy, and
‘the doubting and jealous King repudiated
the figment of platonic affection. Walking
in the gardens of Falkland palace, he saw
the youthful Ruthven lying on the lawn
asleep, and on his breast was a ribbon, which
the suspicious monarch had that morning
presented to the Queen. DBeatrice Ruthven,
the cavalier’s sister, happening to approach
at the moment, saw the King's agitation, and
as he instantly turned back to the palace,
she drew the ribbon from her brother’s
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neck, and fiew with it to Anne. Darely
could she retire by a side door from the
royal chamber, when the Queen was con-
fronted by James, who, in accents trembling
with passion, asked to see the fatal rihbon.
It was forthwjth produced, and carefully
examined. “ Evil take me,” eried James, ¢if
twain so like be not &n ill mark.” Ruihven
sealed his misplaced love with his blood, and
was cut off, with his noble brother, Lord
Gowrie, in the flower of life, a foolish and
misguided, but not guilty man.

Arabella Stuart, daughter of the Earl of
Lenox, and the King's first cousin, was
another victim of the royal distrust. She
had privately married Sit Willigm Seymour,
afterwards Duke of Somerset, and being com-
mitted to the Tower for an alleged misde-
meanour, in contracting a marriage without
the King’s permission, made her escape from
the ancient fortress in man’s apparel, and
set sail for France. Her flight, however,
was soon discovered, and she was overtaken;
placed under closer and stricter confinement,
and finally ended her days a raving mauiaec.

N 3
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We must pass by the harrowing crimes
of the Countess of Somerset, who, after
inspiring the heart and the muse of Sir
Philip Sidney in the previous reign, cast such
a blot on the annals of James; yet we
cannot but remark, as an ill'pstra‘tion of the
effect of popular manners, the wide differ-
ence in the character “of the same woman
under opposite influences, insomuch that it
is difficult to believe that this modern
(isona was indeed the heroine of the Ar-
cadia. Nor was shé alone in her infamy,
which scarcely surpassed that of Lady Lake
and her daughter, Imly Rosse, who hrought
‘a false and iniquitous rlmrno against their
near relative, the' inmocent and beautiful
Countess of Iixeter, and audaciously sup-
ported it by suborned witnesses, and a
forged document, purporting to be the volun-
tary confession of the Countess.  The for-
gery, however, was discovered by James;
and the accusation being disproved, the two
noble conspirators were publicly tried for
perjury, found guilty, and heavily fined.

One of the most remarkable incidents of
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the reign of James was the romantic expe-
dition of Prince Charles to Spain, to sue for
the hand of the Infanta, and which, as
affording a glance at Spanish mauners in
relation to a royal lady, may well claim «
brief_notice in our pages.  The Prince left
]:Lnrr]and sumctly, and in disguise, accom-
panied only by Bhckingham, and three
picked attendants; and after several amus-
ing adventures, wrrived safely at Paris,
where he announced himself as John Smith,
while the more novel designation of Thomas
Smith was assumed by Buckingham.  With
the help of false beards and periwigs, they
disguised themselvés so effectually, that,
according to IHerbert of Cherbury, the ling-
lish ambassador, they entirely escaped re-
cognition during their stay in the French
capital, although present as spectators at
masqued ball at court, and constantly ap-
pearing in public. Narrowly avoiding de-
tention at Bayoune, they preserved their
disguise till they reached Madrid, when the
celebrated Earl of Bristol made kmown their
arrival to the King; and Charles was in-
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stantly awarded a magnificend reception.
The Spanish people were as gratified and
flattered by his visit as their monarch, and
all classes, from the stately grandee to the
humble muleteer, united in tendering their
guest the most marked deinonstmtiops of
respeet.  Lopez de Vega attuned his lyre
in honour of the Princé, whom he represents
as declaring himself in the most emphatic

manner—

“ Charles Stuart I am,
Love has guided me far;
To the heaven of Spain—
To Maria my star.”

The Infanta is described as perfectly war-
Tanting the enthusiastic love of Charles.
Howell, who accompanied his royal master,
affirms that she is “a very comely lady,
rather of a Flemish complexion than Spanish,
fair haired, and carries a most pure mixture
of red and white in her face.” But in the
first instance, her princely lover was only
permitted to view her at a distance, as
Spanish ctiquette, then even more rigid than
now, forbade their associating, till a formal
dispensation from the Pope had authorized
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and sanctioned their union.  Still Ferdinand
politely contrived that he should obtain a
sight of the Infanta, on the first Sunday
after his arrival; and it was arranged be-
tween them that the whole royal family, in-
cluding the youfhful Princess, should appear
on the Prado, in the King’s coach, while
Charles rode incognith in the carriage of one
of the courtiers.  Iverything went off as
agrecably as é‘,()lll(l be expected on such an
occasion.  *“The Infanta,” says Howell,
deseribing the scene, “sat in the boot [of
the coach], with a blue ribbon about her
arm, on purpose that the Prince might dis-
tinguish her : ther¢ were about twenty
coaches besides, of grandees, «nobles, and
ladies, that attended the party. As soon as
the Infanta saw the Prince, her colour rose
very high.”

But this mode of courtship, however con
sistent with the antique usages of Madrid,
did not satisfy the romantic ardour of
Charles; and heing informed that the In-
fanta was in the habit of spending the morn-
ing at a pleasant suburban chateau, a few
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miles from the capital, he ventured on the
bold measure of repairing to this retreat,
and laying wait for her in the .gardens.
After some time, he heard her voice in an
adjacent orchard, the entrance to which, as
it was the most private parﬂ‘ of the grounds,
was sccured by a double door, absolutely
groaning with fastenifigs.  But it is well
known that love langhs at locksmiths; and
Charles, unwilling to be baﬁ']ed, managed to
scale the wall, and jumping from the top,
alighted at the feet of his astonished mis-
tress.  The Infanta, whether from joy or
surprige, saluted the, appavition with a
“seream, which Drought, up an old tutelary
Marquis, who, sinking on his knce, hesought
the royal lover to retire, as his intrusion
might cost him his head. Such an appeal
could not be resisted by the good-natured
Prince, and he reluctantly withdrew, not,
we  may® believe, without exchanging a
tender glance with the Princess.”  After-
wards he was permitted to address her, but,
from political causes, the match was ulti-
mately broken off; and Charles, returning
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to England, . became the husband of the
beautiful and anfortunate Henrietta Maria.
He was now quickly planged into other
transactions, and a storm burst over Europe,
which shook society to its depths.

The events ol this troublous period were
ormllv influcnced by the character and
personal feelings of An English Princess—
Elizabeth, sister of Charles, eldest daughter
of James L, and latterly Queen of Bohemia,
who, as the prime mover of the ineidents
which led to the sanguinary Thirty Years’
War in Germany, involving a struggle be-
tween all the chicefl p(‘)w:el's of Kurope, and
which, by developing and fostering the fiery
zeal of the Puritans, sowed theseeds of the
Great Rebellion in Ingland, may be said to
have set the world in flames.

The heroine of this great historic drama
was neither cruel nor arrogant, but, on the
contrary, geutle and humane, moderate in
her ambition, an affectionate sister, a loving
and dutiful wife, a fond mother, and a de-
voted friend. Caught up, as it were, by a
political whirlwind, and impelled along by
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the force of events, she acted less from
choice than mnecossity, and was always
swayed Dby the noblest and most pious
sentiments. Her beauty and carly virtues
were the theme of universal admiration,
even before she reached th'9 age of woman-
hood ; and, among others, Ben Jonson, in a
laudatory poem, corfiplimented her royal
parents on her endowments, in a spirit
almost prophetic—

“ Nor shall less joy your regal hopes pursue
In that most princely maid, whose form might call
The world to war, and make it hazard all
Its valour for her beauty ; she shall be
Mother of nations.”

The world was indced called to war by
her voice, and, as the mother of nations, her
august descendants still occupy the thrones
of Iingland and Tanover.

Elizabeth was born in the far North, in
the ancient palace of Falkland, on the 16th
August 15965 and a humble Scotchwoman,
bearing the unpoetic name of Bessie Mac-
dowall, had the honour of rearing the future
parent of England’s soverecigns. After the
union of the two crowns, numerous proposals
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were made for her hand, and she narrowly
escaped the misery of both a French and
Spanish alliance, being, at length, hestowed,
in her seventeenth year, on Frederic V.,
Prince Palatine of the Rhine. The Prince,
though handsomg, gallant, and accomplished,
so that he might boldly aspire to the love
and favour of any lady, had not ventured to
present himsclf at the English court as a
suitor without much previous preparation ;
and a letter is still extant, in which he
requests the Duke of Wurtemburgh, his
friend and ally, to lgnd him the ser-
vices of his dancing—master, that he may
place himsclf under. his effcetive tutelage.
He had the good fortune to win the heart, as
well as the hand of Elizabeth, to whom he
was publicly betrothed in the December of
1612 ; but, owing to the melancholy death of
her brother, Prince Henry, the beloved
companion of her infancy and youth, the
marriage was not actually solemnized till
the following February, when, after being
three times asked in church, the royal pair
were happily united.
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The Princess, on proceeding:to Germany,
took up her residence at the stately castle of
Heidelburg, but occasionally retired to the
pleasant shades of Frederiesthal, where she
spent her time in the masculine exercises of
shooting and the chase. 'I‘]‘l(‘,SO indeed were
her favourite diversions, and she delighted
to roam through the forest with her gun, or
in cager pursuit of the wild boar.  Iler fame
as-a sportswoman spread through Germany,
and she was complimented with the flatter-
ing title of “the Diana of the Rhines”
but this brief career of cnjoyment was
interrupted by maternal cares, too soon
followed by vicissitu('lés, not more fatal to
her consortr and herself than to her adopted
country.

The imperial throne was at this time
occupied by Matthias of Hapsburg, who,
himself childless, wished, in his old age, to
preserve the elective sceptre of Bohemia as
the inalienable inheritance of a collateral
branch of his house, represented by Ferdi-
nand of Austria; and, with this view,
installed Ferdinand as titular King, with
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a positive stipulation that he was not to
exercise the sovereign authority during
his life.  But Iferdinand was not to be
restrained by such an engagement, and,
a Roman Catholic and a bigot, he had
no soguer obmifled the crown, than he
commenced a furious- persceution of his
Protestant  subjeets s Yand, after repeated
outrages, compelled them, in self-defence, to
take up arms.  In several confliets, vietory
fell to the insurgents; while their cause
began to excite the deepest interest and
sympathy throughout Germany, and at this
critical moment Matthias died, leaving the
empire without @& head.  The Protestant
Princes, fortified by au alliance with the
States of Holland, and the dubious support
of James I, now .associated for mutual
defence ; and the accession of the bigoted
Ferdinand to the imperial dignity seemed
indeed to threaten both their liberties and
their existence. Bohemia threw down the
gage of battle, by electing Irederic, the
husband of the Princess Elizabeth, to her
vacant throne, and, at the same time,
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Hungary also revolted from Ferdinand, and
bestowed the regal diadem on Bethlehem
Gabor, Prince of Transylvania.

King James was very averse to the ac-
ceptance of the Bohemian sceptre by his
vouthful son-in-law ; but ‘J’rederic, not un-
willing to be a monarch, was ecasily per-
suaded by Elizabetll to follow the thorny
path of ambition, and, in company with the
Princess, repaired to Prague, where they
were solemnly invested with the crown
Spinola, with the combined imperial forces,
was already in mption to attack him; and
as Frederic returned go answer to reiterated
appeals for his submission, gradually drew
nearer, antd finally entered the DBohemian
territories. In this alarming posture of
affairs, Elizabeth, again on the point of
becoming a mother, was urged to quit the
dangerous vicinity of Prague, and seek a
more sccure residence, as the imperialists
had already ecarned an unenviable repu-
tation for brutality and ferocity, and, if
made prisoner, she might incur personal
peril. But the brave Queen steadily refused
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to leave her hushand, and at such a moment,
Frederic felt only too much in need of her
presence and her counsel.  His army,
threatened on its flank by Spinola, was
hastily withdrawn from the frontier to cover
the capital; but while he flew to pass a few
momenfs with thé Queen, the encemy fell on
his disordered  battalions, and thus pre-
cipitated the memorable battle of Prague.
At the first news of the action, Frederie
sprang on his horse and was spurring in all
haste to the field, when he was met at
the eity g&t.e by Count Anhault, who, in
breathless accents, informed him that all was
lost. Nothing now reibfined but flight 5 and
the poor Queen, at a time when, she most
needed attendance and repose, was hurried
from the palace, and obliged to undertake a
long, arduous, and perilous journey, partly
performed on horseback, behind one of her
servants, a young linglish yeoman, who
overcame every difficulty, and ultimately
placed her in safety within the walls of

Breslau.
Her husband’s affairs were not yet des-
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perate, and the brave Count Mansfeldt,
whose own life was a romance, remained
faithful to his cause, while the chivalrous
Christian  of Brunswick was wholly de-
voted to the Queen.  The attachment of
(Christian to Ilizabeth was as sincere as it
was romantic, and as honduwrable as sincere,
[nstead of o plume, his burnished helmet
was adorned with her glove, while his motto
—“Fur Gott und fur sic”—* for God and
for her,” really hreathed the sentiment and
the language of his honest, noble heart.
Nor was he singular in this feeling, which
was sh:.u’ml, with equal constancy, if not
equal ardour, by o voung LEnglish noble-
man, the, celebrated” Earl (raven, who so
often distinguished himself in her service.
But the mad Brunswicker, as Christian, from
his reckiess bravery, was called, proclaimed
her name at the cannon’s mouth, and after
losing his arm at the side of Mansleldt, in a
severe action with the combined Spanish
and imperial army, he sent a messenger to
inform Elizabeth that he had still an arm
left to fight, and a life to lose in her cause.



GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 287

Death, however, in an cvil hour, deprived
her of the support both of Christian and
Mansfeldt ; and the pusillanimity, double-
dealing, and trcachery of her father mate-
rially angmented and ageravated her mis-
fortunes.  Forbitlden to return to England,
she found a humble refuge at the Hague,
where, with her hushsand, she was often re-
duced fo extreme pecuniary distress, only
relieved, at long intervals, by the niggard
hand of King James, and a small annual
allowance from the States of IHolland.  But
Earope still possessed a knight who could
svmpathise with the ill'illl:O(l and oppressed,
and the renowned Gitftavus Adolphus, King
of Sweden, buekled on his armour in behalf
of Protestant Germany and the beautiful
Elizabeth of Bohemia.  In an ineredibly
short time he com'pl(‘,te]y paralyzed the
power of the imperialists, recovered the
palatinate, and restored the hereditary au-
thority of Frederic. But his carcer of glory
was abruptly terminated, and the Swedes
purchased the sanguinary victory of Lutzen
with the life of their King. I'rederic,
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now deprived of his last friepd, was him-
self struck down by the plague, and expired
in the prime of manhood, in November,
1632.

The public carcer of Elizabeth, though it
was restricted, was not closed by the death
of her hushand, and in her sombre retreat
at the Hague, she continued to exert herself
in the name and the intcerest of her chil-
dren. But her two sons speedily became
uumanageable, and while Charles Louls,
the eldest, assumed the dircction of his own
affairs, Rupert carried his reckless sword to
the camp of Ch:irlcs. I, and acquired a
memorable name in "¥ngland. EKlizabeth
lived to see the restoration of her nephew,
Charles I1., when she returned to her native
land, and, in 1661, ended her chequered
life at Leicester House; the residence of her
devoted adherent, Lord Craven, to whom she
was said to have been privately married.

Several illustrious women figure in the
dark annals of "the English civil war, and
the heroic Countess of Derby, who resisted
to the last the haughty power of Cromwell,
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and the gentle Countess of Sunderlaud, may
be numbered among the foremost. Lady
Fanshawe and kindly Lucy Hutchinson have
themselves written the stirring tale of their
own lives, with,a grace and feminine truth-
fulness ravely ‘equalled ; and the famous
Marchioness, more famous as the Duchess,
of Newcastle, who was prouder of her small
literary honours than of the highest digni-
ties of the peerage, has left behind her a
name that will never be forgotten. Lucy,
Countess of Carlisle, played a more promi-
nent, though not so greditable a part, in the
great political evenis of the time; and as
the friend and confidante first of Strafford,
and then of ’ym, was now associated with the
extreme royal, and now with the ultra-re-
publican party, ending by denouncing both.
As if to sustain in death the vanity of her
life, she expired at her toilet, while pre-
paring to pay a visit of ceremony to her
early and often betrayed friend,' Queen Ilen-
rictta Maria.
VOL. 11. 0
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A still stranger fate hefell the lovely
Venetia Stanley, whom poetry and romance,
combining with the malicions scandal of the
day, have raised to the dignity of a heroine.
This celebrated beauty wasthe danghter of
Siv Kdward Stanley of Toitgne Castle, and
passed her early yeary at Euston Park in
Oxfordshire, where she had for her constant
companion the son of a neighhour, after-
wards the famous Siv Kenelm Dighy 5 and
the two children, it is said, now contracted
for cach other that ardent attachment which
_remained the passion ef their lives.  Even
in childhood, Venctia’s charms were the

. theme of universal admiration, and, as she
approached womanhood, she was accounted a
miracle of grace and btauty. Aubrey, by
no means one of her friends, has preserved
a glowing description of her appearance.
“She had,” he says, “a-most lovely sweet
round face, delicate dark brown hair . . .
dark brown eyebrows, about which was
much swecetness, as also in the opening of
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her eyelids. The colour of her checks was
that of the damask rose.” A belle so capti-
vating could not be approached withont
danger, and her arrival in town excited
such a commotion among the beaux, that a
court wag wrote over the door of her lodg-
ing the following friendly caution :—
-“ Pray come not near,

For Dame Venctia Stanley lodges here.””

A suspicious acquaintance with the Iarl
of Dorset has left a blemish on this part of
Venetia’s life; and she is accused of having
coquetted also withs another mnobleman,
whose name is masked by Siy Kenelin
Dighby, under the inscrutable designation of
Ursatino. The latter proceeding, if we are
to believe the narrative of the lady’s credu-
lous husband, was attended by an incident
very characteristic of the time. Venetia
received a letter, re.questing her to give a
private mecting to Sir Kenelin, at a some-
what secluded spot, where they were not
likely to be obscrved; and on her way

02



29

[ 8]

ESCAPE OF VENETIA.

_thither she was waylaid by five armed
horsemen, who, presenting their naked
poniards, threatened to kill her if she
raised an outery; then taking possession
of the carriage, they carried her off to
a lonely country-house, where shé found
herself in the pow¢r of Ursatino. Ier
courage, however, remained unshaken ; and
in the dead hour of the night, she noise-
lessly raised the window of her chamber,
tied the sheets of her bed together, and let
herself down to<the ground. In escaping
to the road, she was éncountered by a wolf,
and was in danger of being torn in picees,
when her loud cries, as she still flew along,
brought to her assistance a young nobleman,
who fortunately happened to be passing, and
by whom she was conducted to a neighbour-
ing mansion, belonging to a female relation.
Baut the errors or the misfortunes of Venetia
were more than counterbalanced, in the eyes
cf a grateful lover, by her unbounded gene-
rosity ; and Sir Kenclm was indebted to his
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munificent mistress for the means of defray-
ing his expensive journey to France, on the
occasion of his being appointed one of the
escort of Henrietta Maria. At this time,
he was her acccpted suitor, and they
were spon nnited by the endea,mng tie of
marriage.

It might be thought that Sir Kenelm
Dighy would now be content; but a philo-
sopher and chemist, as well as a doting
husband, he wished to prescrve unimpaired,
if not to inerease, the dazzling charms of his
wife ; and, with this yvie\i;, was continually
presenting her with some new cosmetic, ov
carcfully-prepared dish, intended*to produce
the desired effect. Macbeth’s witches could
hardly have devised- more odious or more
noxious compouuds; and the poor lady was
feasted on such doubtful delicacies as capons
fed with snakes, and wine distilled from
vipers. At last, she was induced to swallow
a venomous powder, which was to have the
singular effect of making her madly in love
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with her husband; and, in the morning,
she was found dead on her pillow, her head
lying on her hand, as if she were still in a
gentle slamber.

Such were some of the strange delusions
of the age, encouraged ande shared Ly men
of the highest int(\.ll’ovlv, and the noblest
attainments.  Among the vulear, they took
another form, and broke forth, under the
impulse of King James's essay on Demon-
ologv, in a furious crusade against witch-
craft.  In course of time, cvery aged
woman whom infirmjty or failing years
rendered cross and fr::tfnl, ran the ri<k of
being considered *a witch, and, as such,
might be brought to trial, and, on the
slightest  evidence, condemuned and hurnt.
After an interval of two centuries; the blood
hoils at the tragic recital of this cruel and
diabolical assize, which can only be paral-
leled by the great religious persecutions of
Nero and Domitian. Hundreds of innocent
women were accused of holding communica-
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tion with the, Iivil One, brought to a mock
trial, subjected to a barbarous and inhuman
ordeal, and, in almost every instance, sen-
tenced to be burnt.  One mode of ascertain-
ing their guilt was by lacerating their bodies
with pins, three*inches long 3 another, prac-
tised by the great witgh-finder Iopking, was
that recommended by King James, in his no-
table essay,—namely, laying the suspected
witch full length in a pond, stitched in a
blanket, when if innocent she would sink
and he drowned, but if guilty she would
float, and then was adjudged to the stake.
Many parishes appointed a witch-pricker as
a regular local functionaty, justas they did
a sexton or a constable; and the office was
one of no small entolument.  But we can
excuse the superstition of the valgar, when
we find the virtuous and estimable Sir Mat-
thew Hale, as if suddenly transformed into
a Bonner or a Jelfreys, finding two poor
old women guilty of this imaginary crime,
and pronouncing upon them the awful sen-
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tence of the law. Gradually this great
delusion expired; but an aged dame was
burnt as a witch so late as the reign of
Queen Anne.

The Restoration, breaking the iron yoke
of the Puritans, left the «English people,
wearied and disgusted by their long thral-
dom, at liberty to indulge unrestrained in
every vice and every excess. A court
steeped in the lees of Continental depravity
too readily led the way, infecting every
class, to the humb.lest individual, with the
same foul taint, so thgt the hideous moral
“leprosy sapped and Dlurred the whole fabric
of society. * The King’s union with a vir-
tuous and innocent princess, the unfortunate
("atharine of Braganza,-opposed no check to
the headlong and overwhelming tide of pro-
fligacy and corruption. Catharine herself
was insulted by the presentation of her hus-
band’s favourite at her first court; and so
indignant did she feel at the outrage, that,
after a vain effort to repress her feclings,
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the blood gushed from her nose and mouth,
and she was carried from the gorgeous
saloon insensible. Yet, in a little time, she
was not only brought to tolcrate the pre-
sence and the society of Lady Castlemaine,
but even joined® in the same dance with the
equally infamous Dughess of Portsmouth, a
IFrench beauty, whom Louis XIV., more in
the style of an Asiatic despot than a
Christian King, had presented to Charles,
through the ill-chosen medium of Henrietta
of Orleans, his own sister. And a period
came, when her regal honours had sunk so
low, that the unprincipled Buckingham,
ever ready for any villany, had the andacity
to propose to Charles to carry her off to
America, in order to afferd him a pretext
for a divorce—a proposal which the weak
monarch, bad.as he had become, still had
the manliness to reject, though not the dig-
nity to resent.

Virtue was row held so cheap, that it

was constantly made the subject of lampoons
n 2
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and pasquinades, and women ,of all ranks,
and of all ages, sat in the public theatre,
with their unabashed faces prudently co-
vered by masks, to hear and applaud the
most odious nmputations on their modesty,
their character, and theirvsex. Religion
was a byword, or a party cry, never re-
ferred to but in mockery, or for the detest-
able purpose of pitting man against his
brother; and drinking, betting, gaming,
flirtations, and intrigues, pursued openly,
in the face of day, and in utter disregard
of observation, were the ordinary occupa-
“tions of women of ev.ery sphere. In the
highest ciréles, vice was so unblushingly
practised, that the Countess of Shrewsbury,
after being convicted of numerous irregu-
laritics, did not scruple to attend Buck-
ingham in a duel with the dishonoured
Earl, and, disguised as a page, meckly
held the horse of her lover, while he ran
his sword through her husband. Amiable
exceptions, indeed, there were, to the
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general demoralization, and among these,
the hononred names of Mrs. Godolphin and
Mary Evelyn shone pre-cminent, and still
claim our sympathy, our respeet, and our
veneration.

Cownt Hamilton bas left us, in his amus-
ing Memoirs of De Gammont, a too faithful
picture of the manners and usages of the
court, and its daily derclictions, foreibly
representing the general tone of the age.
This may draw a feeble illustration from a
morning’s adventure of a lady who after-
wards became his own wife, but who at the
time was Maid of ITonour to the Duchess of
York, and distinguished by the fattering
appellation of La Belle Jennings. Tt hap-
pened that the notortous Ilarl of Rochester,
having fallen into disgrace at Court, had, in
one of his mad fits, disguised himself as a
German doctor, and, taking a lodging in an
obscure part of the town, set up as an astro-
loger.  All the town was soon seized with
a vehement desire to consult this oracle of
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fate, and Miss Jennings, though a very pru-
dent voung damsel, as Maids of Honour
always are, naturally shared the universal
infatuation, being at the moment particularly
anxious to know why a certain person, who
should be nameless, did not propose «t0 an
exceedingly handsome, lady, with whom he
appeared to be desperately in love, and who
was willing to give him all reasonable en-
couragement. She imparted her secret wish
to Miss Price, the indulgent mistress of the
Maids; and it was arranged, after a long
consultation, that they. should visit the ma-
'gician together, disguised as orange-girls,
and so gratify their curiosity without reveal-
ing their station. Accordingly, one fine
morning they started "in a hackney coach,
each furnished with a basket of oranges, the
better to sustain her assumed character 5 and
they had made some progress, when, ap-
proaching the Theatre Royal, where the
Duchess of York was then wituessing the
performance, a malignant spirit suggested to
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the foolizh Mjss Price that it would be an un-
rivalled feat to enter the playhouse, and sell
their oranges directly in front of the Royal
box. Miss Jennings indiscreetly agreed, and
alighting, they made their way to the door,
Just as Sydney and Killigrew, two of the
greatest lady-killers of the day, were direct-
ing their steps to the same point. The fair
Price instantly accosted Sydney; but that
great beau, dressed for conquest, was too
intent on other thoughts to notice either the
humble street beauty or her oranges. Not
so Killigrew, whose ,quick eye was at once
struck and captivated by their appearance,
and while he pretended to scrutinize Price’s
basket, he politely chucked Jennings under
the chin. The Maid of Honour fired at
such a salutation, and, quite forgetting
her oranges, asked him how he presumed,
how he dared, to offer her so great an
affront !  “Ha! ha!” cried Killigrew,
“ here’s a rarity, indeed!” But, before
he could proceed further, Price, fearing
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discovery, dragged her indignant companion
away. .

Taking another coach, they now resumed
their journey to the astrologer’s, aud, at
length, reached the end of the squalid street
in which he lodged. Iere they alighted, and
leaving their oranges il} the coach, resolved,
in order to avert suspicion, to proceed to
the magician’s door on foot. DBut as evil
fortunc would have it, they were at this
moment confronted by another ruflling
courtier, the gay Lord Drouncker, who had
been attracted by the strange spectacle of
two orange-girls in a hackney coach, and
now dashed in between them.  In vain they
turned away their heads ; Brouncker, deter-
mined to have a nearer view of their faces,
and restrained by no seruples, dodged from
side to side, and from one to the other, till,
accomplishing his object, he recognised them
both. This, however, he took care to con-
ceal, while he assailed themn with the coarsest
sarcasms and abuse; and with difficulty
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they escaped back to the coach, which, to
their dismay, they found surrounded by a
mob of boys, who had made a desperate
rush at their oranges, and the sturdy coach-
man, cmulating the spirit of the days of
chivadry, was =so hent on defending  his
charge, that it required all their united elo-
quence to prevail wpon him to throw the
worthless fruit into the middle of the street,
and make the best of his way oft with them-
selves.

But we can hardly blame the little follies
of Maids of Ionour, whbn, on ONe oceasion,
the Queen herselt was guilty of a similar
frolic. Lord Braybrooke, in hts interesting
Ilistory of Audley-End, has preserved au
amusing account of this adventure, which
occurred at Salfron Walden, in Essex. It
appears that a fair was held at that dismal
old hole, while her majesty was staying at
the neighbouring mansion of Audley-End,
then a royal palace; and Catharine, no
doubt prompted by others, determined to



304 CATHARINE AT THE FAIR.

visit it in disguise. The Duchess of Buck-
ingham and the lovely Duchess of Richmond
readily entered into her design, and they
started from the palace together, dressed as
country lasses, and each mounted on a cart-
horse, behind a gay cavalier,.transformad into
a bumpkin. Henshawg. who was probably a
spectator of the strange cavalcade, describes
the progress of the party with inimitable
felicity. “ They had all so overdone it in
their disguise,” says this worthy man, “and
looked so much more like antiques than
country folk, that as spon as they came to
the fair the people began to go after them ;
but the Queen going to a bhooth to buy a
pair of yellow stockings for her swectheart,
and Sir Bernard Gascoigne asking for a pair
of gloves streaked with blue, for his sweet-
Leart, they were soon by their gibberish
found to be strangers, which drew a bigger
flock about them. One amongst them had
seen the Queen at a dinner, knew her, and
was proud of her knowledge; this soon
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brought all the fair into a crowd to stare at
the Queen. Being thus discovered, they as
soon as they could got to their horses; but
as many of the fair as had horses got up
with their wiveg, children, sweethearts, or
neighbours behiftd them to get as much gape
as they could till they brought them to the
court-gate.  Thus, by ill conduct, was a
merry frolic turned into a penance.”

But such incidents, though they illustrate
the loose spirit, fail to convey an idea of the
license of the time, which pervaded the whole
nation, and shed its baneful influence alike
on high and low, rieh and poor. Its real
extent can only be gathered from the minute
entries of Pepys, who, alas! grave Sécrctary
though he was, was himself but mortal, and
often indulged in a little—Ilet us hope, inno-
cent—Alirtation, even at church. Here is an
instance of his weakness on the memorable
afternoon of Sunday the 18th of August
1667.—« I walked towards Whitehall, but
being wearied, walked into St. Dunstan’s
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Church, where I heard an akle sermon of
the minister of the place, and stood by a
pretty modest maid, whom [ did lahour to
take by the hand; but she would not, but
got further and further from me; and, at
last, I could perceive her to‘take pinseout of
her pocket to prick mg if 1 should touch her
again—which, secing, [ did forbear, and was
glad I did spy her design. And then I fell
to gaze upon another pretty maid, in a pew
close to me, and she on me, and I did go
about to take her by the hand, which she
suffered a little, and then withdrew.”

So great was the dissoluteness of the age,
that the three visitations of war, fire, and
pestilence, the heaviest scourges of the
human race, which suctessively fell on the
land, seem, even at this distance of time,
like the wrathful judgments of Iicaven,
specially inflicted on a wicked people.  Yet
amidst the wuniversal demoralization, the
kindly elevating influence of woman was
not entirely absent, and De Foe mentions,
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in his awful, narrative, the tender devotion
of a young girl to her lover, who had been
smitien with the plague, and whom, regard-
less of hersclf, she attended and nursed in
his extremity, bringing him  successfully
through the attack. Ier assiduous care
entailed the fearful penalty of infection and
scarcely was her lover restored, when the
fatal spots appeared on her own pale face,
and she had to look for help to him. lle
proved equally grateful and successful 5 and
the foving pair sarvived, as they deserved,
to unite their fortunes by a more sacred,
though, in their case, it could hardly be a
more endearing tic. '

In France, the long reign of Louis XIV.
produced no real improvement in the na-
tional manners, and the condition of woman
became, if possible, still more degraded.
During his younger days, the Grande
Monarque had even exceeded the licence of
Charles II., and the vices of the English
court were, after all, but a coarse imitation
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of the splendid depravity of Versailles. In
his later years, Louis fell into the hands of
his confessors, who, mistaking remorse for
piety, endeavoured to mould him into a
saint; and, by their advice, he is said to
have privately married the wilow of Scarron,
whom he created Marcb',ioness de Maintenon,
and who was the last arbitress of his court.
But this union was never publicly recognised;
and, consequently, could have no ecffect on
society, which, indeed, had become so
thoroughly decbased, that it treated with
ridicule, as mere idle forms, the most sacred
restraints of morality and religion. The
same tone marked “the inglorious reign of
Louis XV., which heralded the catastrophe
of the Irench Revolution, when they who
had sowed the storm, reaped the whirlwind.

Ward, in his London Spy, and Walpole
in his letters, have graphically delincated
the manners of their time during the inter-
vening gencrations, embracing the long
régime of black patches, hoops, and monster
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bonnets. The Jow moral condition of
women of rank is vividly represented in
the novels of Iielding and the curt poems
of Swift; and Lady Mary Montague, in her
“Toewn Lcologye,” gives a diverting account
of the frivvlous pursuits of these leaders of
fashion. A noble lady’s shopping is thus
described :—

“ Straight then Ill dress and take my wonted range,
Through Indian shops, to Motteux’s, or the Change,
Where the tall jar crects its stately pride
With antic shapes in China’s azure dyed.

There, careless lies a rich brocade unroll'd,

Here shines a cabinet with burnish’d gold.

But then, alas ! I must be forc’d to pay,

And bring no penn’orghs’, nor a fan away.”
The “ Indian houses,” mentioned by the fair
poctess, were, according to other accounts,
not altogether such innocent places of re-
sort; and the woman of quality, whose tall
black footman assisted her to alight from a
sumptuous chariot, often came to the oriental
mart to meet a lover, or make an assigna-
tion. Raffles, lotterics, and auctions, with
a drive or promenade on the Mall, occupied
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the rest of the day, which began at noon,
and, long after midnight, terminated in the
glaring shades of Ranclagh or Vauxhall.
Pope alludes to the prevalent custom of
late rising in describing the ¢hamber of Be-

linda

“ Sol through white curtaing shot a timorous ray,
And op’d those eycs that must eclipse the day.
Now lapdogs give themselves the rousing shake,
And sleepless lovers just at twelve awake.

Thrice rung the bell, the slipper knock’d the ground,
And the press’d watch return’d a silver sound.
Belinda st/ll her downy pillow pross’d.”

The same brilliant muse has afforded us a
partial glimpse of the fair Belinda’s {ollet—
« And now unveil’d the toilet $tands display’d,
Each silver vase in mystic order laid.
* * * * * *
Thix casket India’s glowing gems unlocks,
And all Arabia breathes from, yonder box :
The tortoise here and elephaut unite,
Transform’d to combs, the speckl’d and the white ;
Here files of pins extend their shining rows,
Puffs, powders, patches, bibles, billet-doux.”
A period so fruitful of social infirmity yet
gave to the world some memorable women,
eminent for their talents, their carcer, or

their virtues. Romance still boasts of the
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devoted attachment of Flora Macdonald for
the misguided Pretender; and the famous
Duchess of Marlborough has found a niche
in the granite temple of history. Tn con-
trast with her great fortunes, her sister, the
lovely JDuchess of Tyrconuell, fell into the
most ahject poverty, and is supposed to
have obtained a scan't,y subsistenee in her
old age by keeping a stall at the Iixchange .
while, on the other hand, Anne (larges, the
wife, or, as some say, the mistress of a pri-
vate soldier, was raised to the highest rank
as Duchess of Albemarle.

But o still more memorable example of
those favoured few whose lot it*is to have
greatness thrust upon them, is afforded by
the Empress Catharice of Russia, consort of
Peter the Great. Born at an obscure vil-
lage, necar Dorpt, in Livonia, the natural
daughter of a poor country girl, Catharine
never knew who was her father.  When
only three years old, the sudden death of
ner mother left her an orphan, and, about
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the same time, she was dg¢prived of her
generous protector, ('ount Rosen, on whose
estate she was born, and who, by kindly
admitting her into his house, had preserved
her from perishing. Her destitute condi-
tion excited the sympathy and comipassion
of a pious Lutheran Joinister, named Glack,
residing at the neighbouring town of Marien-
burg, and he received her into his family, and,
as she grew older, employed her {o attend
on his children. In this situation she re-
mained till her eighteenth yecar, when she
married a bold dragopn, one of the Swcdish
garrisor’ of the town,.who had stormed and
carricd thé weak *fortress of her heart; but
it is said that just as the marriage-ceremony
was concluded, the unlucky bridegroom was
marched off with a detachment to Riga,
without being able to take leave of his
bride, though others assert, with equal con-
fidence, that he did not quit the town till
eight days after his nuptials. Be this as it
may, he was absent from Marienburg when
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it surrenderegd to the Russians, and he was
destined never to meet Catharine again.
The widowed bride, as she might now be
considered, fell into the hands of the victors,
and was taken. under the protection of
General Bauer, vesiding in his quarters in the
ostensible capacity of his housckeeper. Here
her extraordinary beauty attracted nunerous
admirers, and among others, the celebrated
Menschikoff, who, from selling pies in the
streets of St. Petersburg, had been raised by
Peter the Great to the highest posts in the
empire, and now enjoycd the rank of Prince.

At the period of hev first acquaintance with
this personage, Catharine was ‘remarkable
for the brilliant purity of her complexion, to
which her full dark eyes, ever beaming with
tenderness, gave a peculiar effect, mantling
her in an atmosphere of light ; and her long
flaxen tresses were dyed raven black to
add the charm of contrast.  Ier figure was
slight, but faultless; her movements were

VOL. 11. P
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marked by a natural grace, which no art
could cqual 3 and her demeanour, kind and
affable to all, exhibited a rare combination
of modesty, dignity, and case. She could
neither read nor write, yet such was the
force of her understanding; that she was
found capable of conducting the most im-
portant affairs in the greatest exigencies:
and always expressed herself with fluency.
cloquence, and point.  Menschikolf soon
snatched this dazzling prize frowm the veieran
Bauer 3 and she remained under his roof till,
on an ceventful morning, in her twenty-first
vear, she was seen by his imperial master,
and then the poor serf-girl again changed
hands, and passed to the palace of the ('zar.
I'rom this moment she” became so indispen-
sable to Peter, that he made her his com-
panion in all his expeditions, and she
cheerfully shared the hardships and the
dangers of his successive campaigns. The
sweetness of her temper, the unfailing kind-
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ness of her heart, her gentleness, docility,
and vivacity, won more and more upon him ;
and his hereditary melancholy and even his
maduess vanished under the infiuence of her
presence.  As wa have lately seen the fierce
lion tathed hy a }"oung‘ girl, so this wild man
was stibdued and  sefiened by {he mild
Jathavine ;3 and so much was he under her
control, that his orders for the execution
of great criminals were always given secretly,
lest he should be indaced, by her interces-
sion, to grant a pardon. At length, he
privately  conferred *upon her the name.
though not the hovours of o wife, which
satisfied her heart, thongh it did not improve
her position.  But fortune had reserved for
her a destiny still more brilliant.  In the
campaign against the Turks, in 1711, the
reckless impetuosity of Peter involved his
army in a most perilous sitnatior, from
which extrication secmed impossibie, and,
seized with onc of his gloomy fits, he shut

. -

-
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himself up in his tent to await the issue,
giving orders that he should on no account
be disturbed.  Catharine then ventured on
the bold step of acting in his name, without
his knowledge, and dexteropusly concluded a
most advantageous treaty” with {heeTurks,
which effected the deliverance of both the
Emperor and the army. Peter was over-
joved at the result ; and, in his admiration of
her talents, publicly acknowledged her as
his wife, carried her in triumph to Moscow,
and himself placed on her head the imperial
diadem.

Catharine’s manners and address in this
exalted station, instead of exciting criticism
and ridicule, as her low origin might have led
us to expect, captivated both rich and poor;
but her personal condnet was not altogether so
irreproachable, and she is said to have enter-
tained too strong a predilection for the society
of her chamberlain. It appears that they
held stolen interviews, and on one occasion,
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Peter surprisad them together in a secluded
arbour, in the private gardens of the palace,
while the chamberlain’s sister, Madame
Balcke, with a favourite page, was lingering
near the spot, as if to guard against intrasion.
Peter *was "so quuriatcd, that he struck
(‘fatharine over the shoulders with his cane,
and then left the place, without saying :
word.  Mons, whose indiscretion or pre-
sumption could not be forgiven, was arrested,
accused of bribery and embezzlement, and,
after a formal trial, brought to the block.
Madame Balcke was punished with ten
strokes of the knout, and banishment to
Siberia: and the unfortunate page, though
the son of a nobleman, was condemned to
serve as a private soldier, and despatched to
a distant and unhealthy station. (‘atharine
herself narrowly cscaped the imperial ven-
geance. As soon as Mons was hehcaded,
she was taken in a carriage beneath a gibbet,
surmounted by the chamberlain’s head, and
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Peter, sitting at her side, eagerly watched
the effect of the spectacle.  But she pre-
served her composare, and merely exelaimed
in a tone of indiffcrence - What a pity that
courtiers are so corrupt!”

Peter did not long survive *this®tragic
incident 5 and as he expired rather suddenly,
it was thought that his death was precipi-
tated by poison, administered by the hand
of Catharine. The conjecture, however, is
wholly unsupported by evidence ; and, in-
deed, is at variance with the character and
habits of the Empress, as well as all the
known facts. It may* casily be traced to
the malice of her enemies, who vehemently
opposed her retention of power 3 but, by the
aid of Menschikolf, and her own resolution
and judgment, she seized the reins of go-
vernment, and succeeded in maintaining her
authority. She still remained the beneficent
mistress of her people, ever exerting herself
to modify and improve the condition of the
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lower classes,and particularly to abolish the
barbarous custom of capital punishment, so
fearfully prevalent in preceding reigns s bat,
in private life, she indulged in lamentable
excesses, drinking quantities of Tokay
wine dnd srdent spirits, and passing whole
nights in the open air. A virulent cancer,
which the rude skill of the time and country
was unable to cure, became fatal under such
continued dissipation, and carried her off in
the thirty-ninth year of her age, and the
second of her reign.

* In the next generation, Germany pro-
ducéd an Empress who rivalled Catharine
in her great natural capacity, in her per-
sonal- beauty, and in her singular good
fortune, but who was happier in preserving
an irreproachable and spotless name. Maria
Theresa, the celebrated Empress-Queen of
Germany and Hungary, was the danghter of
Charles VI., and was born at Vienna, in
1717. At the age of nincteen, she became
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the consort of Fraucis, Grand Duke of Tus-
cany, a prince to whom she was tenderly
attached, and who, on the death of her fa-
ther, inherited with her the extensive terri-
tories of the house of Austria. But, although
her rights were guaranteed by solemn trea-
ties, she had no soonér assumed the sove-
reign authority, than claims were advanced
on all sides to different portions of her here-
ditary dominions, and, at the same time, the
French party bestowed the imperial diadem
on the Elector of Bavaria, and the renowned
Frederic of Prussia geized the important
province of Silesia. But pitted against this
potent adversary, assailed on one side by
the Elector of Bavaria, in conjunction with
the mighty hosts of quce, and, on the
other, by the Elector of Saxony and the
King of Poland, the great Empress-Queen
maintained her cause with unshaken courage,
firmness, and majesty. Summoning the
states of the kingdom to meet her at Pres-
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burg, she presented herself, with her infant
son in her arms, in the midst of her nobles,
and delivered an address so eloquent and
touching, that the whole assembly drew
their Sswords, gnd solemnly dedicated their
lives to her service. An army was promptly
raised, and succeededl in relieving the be-
leaguered city of Vienna, though, fromn the
previous successes of the enemy, it was
unable to prevent the capture of Prague,
where the Elector of Bavaria, now master
of the capital, was crowned King of Bo-
hemia. At this éritical moment Maria
Theresa was opposed ,to mnearly all the
powers of Kurope, and possessed but a
solitary ally—England ; but, with her as-
sistance, she made a bold and glorious
stand, and at length contrived, by wise con-
cessions, to pacify the Kings of Prussia and
Poland, and the Elector of Saxony. The
war, prosecuted with unwearied energy and
vigour, now brought her a rich harvest of
P 3
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victory ; and, in 1743, she was invested at
Prague with the regal insignia of Bohemia,
and placed on the brow of her husband the
imperial crown of Germany. The tardy
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle fully acknowledged
her rights, ratified her conquests, :md‘ con-
firmed her in all her*dominions, with the
exception of Silesia, which, in the hour of
her extreme necessity, she had reluctantly
ceded to Prussia. That gem of her crown,
indeed, she was still unwilling to surrender,
and though for a time compelled to yield,
she secretly formed a league with the Elector
of Saxony, the King of Poland, and the
Empress Catherine II. of Russia, mainly
with a view to its recovery. The combina-
tion was discovered by the great Frederic,
who, by his sagacity and decision, frustrated
the plans of his august rival, and ultimately
dissolved the confederacy.  Still, Maria
Theresa adhered to her purpose, and foiled
in the North, formed an alliance with France,
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while Frederic, assisted hy England, boldly
anticipated the impending shock by striking
the first blow, and, marching into Bohemia,
commenced the long struggle of the Seven
Years’ W:.u'. Both sides maintained the
strife with varying success, but equal ob-
stinacy, till, at last, the scale was turned in
favour of the Empress hy the accession of
tussia, which brought the Prussian hero to
the brink of ruin. DBut the character of
I'rederic rose with the difficultics and the
exigencics of his situation, and by incredible
efforts, by judicious’ and energetic move-
ments, and by his sfmtegic skil], he finally
extricated himself from his dangerous posi-
tion, and, on the conclusion of peace, re-
mained in undisputed possession of Silesia.
On the other hand, Maria Theresa obtained
the imperial succession for her son Joseph,
elected King of the Romans, and, by the
events of the war, fused and permanently
consolidated the various scattered clements
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of Austrian power. She was an unwilling
aceessory to the dismemberment of Poland,
which she opposed as well from policy as
prineiple 5 but her seruples, finding no sup-
port from her ministers, wére oyerrul(od by
the young King Joseph, who, urging reli-
gious arguments, interbsted her piety in the
measure. This was her last act in the great
councils of Europe.

Successful and renowned in war, Maria
Theresa was no less eminent in peace, and
while she upheld the integrity, continually
sought to advance-the 'i‘nterests and promote
the permanont progperity of her dominions.
She was a munificent bencfactress of the
arts and sciences, and encouraged and re-
warded every useful invention. Literature,
so long neglected, obtained her special pro-
tection, and she sought to develop the
same taste in her subjects, by the establish-
ment and liberal endowment of numerous
schools and colleges. She was equally at-
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tentive to the interests of commerce, and,
under her auspices, new sources of trade
were opencd, roads and canals constructed,
spacious harbours formed, and manufactures
of every kind Jostered and extended.  No
sovereign was ever more beloved, and, from
the outset of her lohg and troubled reign,
she obtained aud well merited the title of
“ mother of her people.”

The carcer and fate of her daughter, the
beautiful and unfortunate Marie Antoinette,
offer a lamentable contrast to that of the
Empress-Queen.  From the peaceful end of
the one, we turn refucta,nt]y to, what may be
considered the death-chamber of the other—
the revolutionary Hall of Judgment, and its
inhuman tribunal. The once lovely Queen
now retains no trace cither of youth or
beauty ; her wan features are furrowed and
disfigured by wrinkles ; her hair is whitened
by sorrow ; her form bent and drooping.
Paris has arrayed all its refuse and all its
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sin to witness and applaud her abasement ;
and sans culottes, and dissolute, abandoned
women throng the avenucs, the galleries,
and the court. . Marie Antoinette stands
mute before them, her handsiclasped tightly
together, as if to repress her outraged‘ feel-
ings. She listens with calm dignity, but
deep inward emotion, to the insulting and
abusive tirade of the public accuser as he
successively charges her with the sanguinary
excesses of the Medicis and the viees of
Messalina 5 but when, to these shocking and
unfounded imputations, hie adds the diabolical
guilt of Agrippina, patufe can no longer be
restrained, and she bursts into a passionate
exclamation of agony and horror.” The most
obdurate could not resist so moving and
sublime an appeal; and the unsexed furies
of the reign of terror, the spawn and pro-
geny of the revolution, retaining nothing of
woman but her form, vehemently screamed
forth their disapprobation of the charge.
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Still it was repeated ; and the fallen Queen,
standing at the bar of this monstrous’court,
had to sustain the same cruel ordeal, without
respite or refreshment, for twenty weary
hours, the Jong snight having passed away
before it was announced that only her life
could expiate her crithes.  Not till she was
once more in the solitude of her dungeon
did she yicld to the crushing weight of her
misfortunes, and scek a woman’s relief in
tears.  But even in this bitter moment, the
convicetion of an existence to come, which
she was soon to entc}‘, afforded consolation
and fortitude, raising her stricken soul from
carth to Heaven. Her last thoughts were
given to her children. “I embrace thee,”
she wrote to a cherished friend, “ and my
poor dear children. My God! how painful
it is to be forced to leave them for ever I”
A miscrable cart conveyca the daughter
of Maria Theresa to the place of execution.
Seated on a bare board, with her hands
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pinioned behind her, she was dragged to the
Place ‘de la Revolution through a mob of
infuriated demons, whose yells and execra-
tions rent the air. © Once only she hetrayed
emotion, when her eye, suddenly awaking to
the objects around, caught a glimpse of the
distant Tuileries, thé scenc of her brief
season of happiness and power. DBut the
delusive glories of the world were now as
nothing to her; she was already at the foot
of the scaffold; and with a light step, she
ascended the fatal platform. The execu-
tioner took off her neci.(erchief and cap, dis-
closing those luxuriant tresses, so early
grey, which had once been a brighter adorn-
ment than the queenly diadem, and in a
moment the head of Marie Antoinette lay
bleeding in the dust.

This stormy era was essentially fatal to
Royalty, whether inherited from a line of
ancestors, or derived from the more novel
source of popular suffrage; and Irance,
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after bringind her hereditary sovercign to
the block, calmly beheld the Queen of her
choice hurled from the throne. Josephine
Beauharnais was a widow when she first
attracted the atéention of Napoleon. — She
was o colonial beauty, being by birth a
Creole 5 and in her infancy, a negro sorceress
had predicted, what was forgotten till after
the event, that she would one day be more
than a Queen. Her husband had been a
gencral in the army, but during the reign
of terror, he was suspected of heing noble,
and for this heinous’ crime was condemned
to the guillotine.  A'fter the Revolt of the
Sections, her son Lugene, theu only ten
years of age, presented himself before the
youthful General B{lonapartc, and solicited
the restoration of his father’s sword. Na-
poleon was not more touched by the petition
than Dby the appearance and demeanour of
the suppliant, and kindly handed him the
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weapon, which the child, as he' pressed it to
his bosom, bathed with tears. This in-
creased the sympathy of the hero, and he
treated Eugene with so much consideration,
that on the following day,Madame DBeau-
harnais called at his quart&s to make her
acknowledgments; and at their fiest inter-
view, Ndpoleon, amidst the anxicties and
perplexities of his situation, was captivated
by her suavity and her beauty. An ac-
quaintance commenced, and, growing daily
more tender, speedily led to their marriage,
an event which, twelve days after its cele-
bration, procured for ‘the fortunate bride-
groom the command of the army of Italy.
Rapidly he rose, like a rocket—or rather a
comet, dazzling and bewildering; and Jo-
sephine, whom the Revolution had but
lately thrown into a dungeon, was now
solemnly invested with the imperial crown.

Her régime was eminently splendid, and,
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at the same -time, had the higher merit of
heing useful—for she afforded Dboth litera-
ture and art her constant and munificent
protection.  Under her anspices, society, so
long convulsed, again took form and shape ;
and  the l'i'ighll.'ul reign  of anarchy was
succeeded by that of erder and virtue.

One of the most interesting traits in the
character of Josephine was her complete
devotion to Na,poieon, who himself said that
he was the man she loved best in the world.
Bourrienne relates, on the authority of the
Emperor, that she was always ready to
attend him, at any Nour, and 111"1dor all cir-
cumstances 3 and would f)@rsist in being his
companion in his most fatigning journeys.
“1f Tstepped into my carriage at midnight,”
remarked the hero, “ to my surprise I would
find Joscphine prepared, although I had had
no idea of her accompanying me. ‘But," I
would say, ‘you caunot possibly go: the
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journey is too great, and is beyond your
strength.” ¢ Not at all.” “But I must set
out instantly.” ¢ Well, 1 am quite ready.
¢ Impossible ! you will want no end of bag-
gage. ‘Ohmno! it is all packed, and I am
prepared to start.” " And S0 Napoledn was
obliged to yield.

What a consolation, had he but retained
in his fall this tender partner of his pros
perity!  He might then have exclaimed
with Mithridates, that he should never cease
to be a monarch, so long as he possessed
Josephine. But the career of the unhappy
Empress, not less marvellous than his own,
was destined to have another end; and she
was raised to the highest point of human
greatness that she might know the most
bitter humiliation.

Such are the strange vicissitudes of life,
not more apparent in the history of the
past than in the events now passing before
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us, and which, within a few years, have
advanced the living representative of Na-
poleon, as rapidly as Josephine, from a

prison to a throne.

Here this history must end—from the
exhanstion, not of the subjeet, but of our
limited space.  Indeed, it may safely be
asserted that in no age has woman appeared
in a nobler light than the present, since in
England alone we so lately possessed such
heroines as Grace Darling and Lady Sale,
and can still boast of Miss Nightingale and
her assistants.  Royalty, too, *continues to
present some of the brightest examples of
the sex, and the sway of Victoria is en-
deared to the hearts of millions.  Nor
would it be possible to adduce a higher
illustration of the female character, in con-
nexion either with the tender relations of
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domestic life, or the influences 6f her exalted
station, than that august Quecen, who has
graciously honoured this book with the

countenance of her name.

TIIE END.
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

* This is not an ordinary no%el; for, with all the beauties of
fiction, it combines the more powerful attractions of truth.  Fiction
is but the gilded frame in which the painting is cneased. The
admirers of the* Marvels of Science” will recogmise in ¢ The Great
Highway’ the deep colouring, that high religious tone, which ex-
plain the success of the author’s previous work.  The story aptly
responds to the title.  The manful struggle of Krnest Glynn may
serve to encourage many on the threshold of active life. 1t is good
to hear the truth spoken out tanfully, and the curtain is boldly
drawn aside in this story, and the great social evils of the day are
displayed. We are introduced, by an experienced guide, to all the
mysteries of a literary existence in London. The plot of the story
is well managed ; the characters are drawn from life; the lauguage
is, at times, poetical ; and, as a work of fiction, ¢ The Great High-
way' will hold a prominent place, and be read with interest by
every class ”— Morning Chronicle,

¢ Mr. Fullom has evidently observed many different phases of life.
Like all who have suceceded in word-paintiug, he describes simply
aud minutely. In the best pictures in the book—the preaching of
the Mormonist apostle, the meeting of the Rebeecaites in the old
mine, the death of Joe Smith, aud, lastly, the ¢ Beggars’ Opera,’—
he strietly observes the rule. The two last are the finest and most



terrible. If Hogarth’s pictures can be read, Mr. Fullom’s descrip-
tions can be seen. His talent for framing a plot is little inferior to
his descriptive powers. . .. Our space ‘will not allow us to do justice
to the highly-dramatic nature of the $tory. Mr. Fullom resembles
Scott in his dramatic and descriptive talent. ‘In his delineations of .
character he is peculiar; he seems to dread exaggeration or cari-
cature. Miss Cramboy is a character Dickens might be proud of.
We must express our admiration of the uniformity with which
Mr. Fullom directs his indisputable genius to good.”—Steaudiasd.

¢« This revelation of social myste‘rics is a complete novelty, and
will betray the meretricious splendour of many literary aud scicufific
stars.  Yet it is not only the snares and pitfalls, the ceraft and
cruelty of the inner cireles of the literapy profession that are se-
lected for description. The reader is yot even confined to one
country, far less to one phase of society or ont condifion of life.
The first part is occupied with rural scenes in Englaud, in which
the complicated plot is foreshadowed. In the second the hevo tries
his fortune in the New World. ‘The last part is that referring to
literature, as it appears to the inexperienced and unfriended, when
taken up for a livelihood. Great skill is displayed in all the details.
The accounts of America are very graphic and foreible.  From the
whirl and confusion of the bustling city, we pass away into the still
depths and calm majesty of the eternal Yorests. Dramatie in events
and their rapid succession, ‘ The Great Highway’ offers a forcible
instance of what must be surmounted in the journey of life.”—Sun.

“ We have heard of authors taking' the town by storm, and
Mr. Fullom’s carcer of fame continues unchecked. ¢ The Great
Highway’ is a superior work. It is a sketch of the life and
struggles of a high-hearted, honest fellow, and we do not doubt the
scenes are in the main a faithful reflex of facts. The story is more
than usually interesting, and is throughout well told, the author
riveting the attention of his reader to the conclusion.  He has
with great power* laid bares the Helot condition of the worker in
the field of literature under the existing system: and has afforded,
in a work we give our hearty commendation to in every respeet,
the public materials whercon to learn and inwgrdly digest some
startling truths.”—Sunduy Tines.

“The literary world of London is strongly painted by Mr.
Fullom, but not overstrained. The story is very interesting, and
there is an honest effort to place in their true light the most
prominent features of modern society.”—Globe.

¢ Qur author has found means to bring his story to an unusually
cheerful issue, yet the lessons of life it contains are not the less
forcible, nor the scenes which it depiets the less true to nature.
The literary world of London is but one of the prospects along
‘ The Great Highway,’ and which, by their great variety, constitute
the chief attraction of the tale. The book 1s one which will retain
a prolonged hold of the public as a faithful and singularly graphic
portraiture of the age to which 1t belongs, and which it represents.”
—John Bull.
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS

PUBLISHED BY

Mgsses. LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, oxp LONGMANS,

PATERNQSTER

' Miss Acton’s Modern Cookery-

ROW, LONDON.'

(W.)—The Church:

i

Book,—~Modern Cookery in allita B hes,
reduced to a System of Kasy Practice. For
the use of Private Familles. In aScrles of
Recipes, all of which have been strictly
teated, and are given with the most minute
exactness, By Errza Aqron. New Edition ;
with various Additions, Plates sud Wood-
outs, Fcp. 8vo, price 7s, 6d, N

Aikin. — Select Works of the
British Poets, from Ben Jonson to Beattie.
With Blographical and Critical Prefaces by
Dr. Aixin. New Edition, with Supplement
by Luov Aixin; consisting of additionsl
lﬂl:jlectli&m, from more recent Poets. 8vo.

Arnold.—Poems. By Matthew

Arnold, 8econd Edition, Fcp. 8vo. price
s 6,

.

Arnold.— Oakfieldy or, Fellow-
ship in the East. By W. D. Amrnowp,
Lieutenant 58th Regiment, Bengal Native
Infantry, The Second ﬁdmon, revised.
2 vols. post 8vo. price 21s.

Atkinson,(G.)-Sheriff-Law ; ory’
8 Practical Treatise on the Office of Sheriff.
Undergheriff, Bailjffs, etc.s Thelr Dutics at
the Election of liemfm-i of Parlinment and
Coroners, Assizes, and Sessions of the
Peace: Writs of Trixl; Writs of Inquiry;
Compensation Notices; Interpleader ;
Writs; Wareants; Returns ; Bills of Sale;
Bonds of lndemniﬁv, etc. By GzorcE
Arxinson. Third Editlon, revised. 8vo.
price 105,64, .

Atkinson, (G.)—The Shipping
Laws of the British Rmpire 1 Consisting of
Park or Marine Assuranes, and Adbott on
Shipping, Edited by GremeE ArxrNsoN,
Serjeaut-at-Law, 8vo, price 10s, 6d.

]
,Atkinson,

An Expl of the Meauing contalned
in the Bible; shewing the Ancient, Con
tinued, and Prevailing Error of Man, the
Substitution of Worship for Religlon : and
shewing that the Principles of sll Right
Individual Action and of General Govern-
ment or the Government of all Nations are
comprised in Revealed Religion. By WiL.
LiAm ATEINSON. 2 vols. 8vo, price 80s.

Austin,—Germany from 1760 to
1814; Or, Sketches of German Life from
the Decay of the Empire to the Expulsion
of the French, By Mrs, Avsrin. Post8vo,
price 125,

f Joanna Baillie’s Dramatic and
Poetical Works, complete {n One Volume:
Comprising the Plays of the Pastlous,
Miscellaneous Dramas, Metrical ends,
Fugitive Pieces, (geveral now first |{\ub-
lishe®), and Ahalys Baee. Second Edition,
includiug a new Life of Joanua Baillie ; with
a Portralt, and a View of Bothwell Manse,
Square crown 8vo. 213, cloth, or 42s. bound
in morocco,

Baker.—The Rifle and the Hound
in Ceylon. ByS.W.Baxer, Bsq, With
several Illustrations printed in Colours,
and Engravings on Wood, 8vo. price 14s,

Balfour.—Sketches of English
Literatore from the Fourteenth to the
Present Century, By CLaraA Lucas Bar-
ypouR. Fcp.8vo, price 7s.

L3

Barter. — Homer's Ili:dg tm:ia:
almost literally into the Spenserial
lS.:::u ;“3."&:. Nam.y By W.G.T.Barter,

Bvo. price 18,
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NEW WORKS axp NEW EDILIONS

Banfleld.—The Statistical Com-
panion for 1854: Exhibiting the most In-
teresting Facts In Moral and Intellectual,

conomical, and Political Statistics,

st Home and Abroad, Corrected to the

Preseat Time: and including the Censuy

of the British Population taken in 1851.

Compiled from Official and other Authentic

. C. B p, Esaq. Fep.

) by
8vo, price 6.

'Bayldon’s Art of Valuing Rents

aud Tillages, and Tenant’s Right of Enter
ing and Quitting Farms, explained bK
scveral Specimens of Valuations; wit,
Remarks on the gumuﬁon pursued on
Soils in different Bituations. Adapted to
the Use of Landlords, Land Agents, Ap-
raisers, Farnners, and Tenants. New
“dition; corrected and revised by Jomn 4
DoNarpson. 8vo, 10s, 6d.

.

Berkeley.—Reminiscences of &
“H By the H ble GRANTLEY
F. Brrxeray. With four Etchings by

Johu Leech (vne coloured). 8vo. price 14s.

Black’s Practical Treatise on
Brewiug, based on Chemical and Econo-
wmical Principles: With Formule fer Public
Brewers, and Instructions for Private Fami
lies. New Edition, with “Additions. Svo
price 10s. 64.

Blaine’s Eﬁcyelopedia of Rural

Sports; or, a complete Account, Historical,
Practical, and Descriptive, of Huntin
Shooting, Fishing, Racing, and other Fiem
Sports snd Athletic Amusements of thes
present d;{. With upwards of 600 Wood-
cuts. A New Editlon, thoroughly revised
by Hanny HiEOvER, EPHEMERA, and Mr. &
A. Grauam; with numerouy additions!
Illustrations, 8vo, pgice 50s.

Blair's Chronological and His-

toricul Thbles, from the Creation to the
present Time: with Additions and Cor-
rections frowm the most anthentic Writers ;
including the Cowmpitation of St. Paul, as
connecting the Period from the Fxode to
the Temple. Under the revision of Sn
~Ry Erus, K.H. New Editiou, with
corrections. lmperial 8vo. price 3ls. 6d.

Bloomfield.—The Greek Testa-

-ments With copious English Notes, Critical,
Pulols cal, aud Explaustory. If»pechlly
formed for the nse of advanced Students and

Candidates fog, Holy Orders. By the Rev.

8. T, rszLp, D.D. F.S.A, New

Xdition. 2 vols.8vo. with Map, price £2.

Dr. Bloomfield's Additional

Annotations on the sbove. 8wo. price 18s.

De. Bloomfield’s College & School

reek  Testameut, With brief Kuglish

otes, ehialy Philological and Explana-
tory. Sevéuth and chAddper Edition, with
Map and Index. Fcp, 8vo. price 73, 64,

Dr. Bloomfleld’s College and

School Lexicon to the Greek Testament.
Fep. 8vo. price 10s. 6d.

Bode.—Balladsfrom Herodotus:
With an Latroductory Poem. By the Rev,
J. E. Bopg, M A,, lute Student of Cluist
Church, 16mo. price 5a.

A Treatise on the Steam Engine,
in it#® Application to Miucs, Mills, Steam
Naviftion, ands Rallways. By the Artisau
Club. Edited by Jonn® Boumrne, .
New Edition ; with 30 Steel Plutso, and
849 Wood Engravings., 4tomprice 27s.

Bourne. — A Treatise on the
Screw Propeller : With various Suggestion .
of Improvement. By Jonn Bounrng, C.E.
With 20 large Plates and numerous Wood-
cuts. 4to. price 38s,

Bourne,—A Catechism of the

Steam Eugine, illustrative of the Scientific
Principles upon which its Operation depends,
and the Practical Details ot its Structure, in
-its Applications to Mines, Milly, Steam
Navigation, and Rallways; with various
Buggestions of Improvement. By Jonn
Bourne, C.E. New Edition. Fep. 8vo. 6s.

Brande.—A Dictionary of Sci-
ence, Lit and Art; ing the
History, Description und Sclentific Prin.
ciples ‘of every Branch of Human Know-
ledge ; with the Derivation and Definition
of all the 'Terms in general use, Edited
oy W.T.Branpg, F.K.S.L. and E.; assisted
b{ Dr. J. Cauvin, Secoud Bdition, re-
vised ; with Woodcuts, 8vo. price 60s.

Professor Brande’s Lectures on
Orgapic Chemistry, as urpliedut‘o Manu-

N g Dyeing,

. Calico-Printing, Sugar Mng\lhcture, the
Preservation of Wood, Tuunln?v, ete. deli-
ver¢d before the Members of the Royal
1nstitation inthe Session of 1862. Arranged

- by permission from the Lecturer’s Notes by
J.Boorrern, M.B. Fcp,8vo. [Justready.

Bull.—The Maternal Manage-
ment of Children in Health aud Disease.
T. Bviy, M.D. New Edition, Fcap.

8vo. price 5.

Dr. Bull’s Hints to Mothers for

the Management of their Health durlug
the Perlod of Pregnaucy and in the Lylug-
it Room: With an Kxposure of Populsr
Errors in_conngxion with those subjects,
etc.; and Hints on Nursing, New Edition
¥cp, price bs.
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Bunsen.—OChristianity -& Man-
kind ; Their Beginnings and Prospects.
By C.C.J. Bungen, D.I}, D.C.L., D.Ph.
Beiug aNewEdition, corrécted, remodelled,
and extended, of H}ppolytln and his Age.
7 vols. 8vo. price b1. §s.

*4* ThisSecond Edition of the\mppoly-
tus is composed of three distinct works,
which may be had separately, as follows:—~

Historical Section.

1. Hippolytus and his Age;‘or, the Be-
gﬂnnlngs aud Prospects of Christianity.
vols.8vo. prite 11. 10s.
1. Hippolytus and the Teachers of the
Apostolical Agej
11, The Life of the Christigns of the
Apostolical A.Age. »

Philological Section,

2. Outlines of the Philosophy of Universal
History applied to Language aud Religion,
2 vols, 8vo. price 1/, 13s.

Philosophical Section. '
8. Analecta Aute-Nicena., 3 vols.8vo.
price 21, 2s.

L. Reliquiz Literarim;
II. Reliquiee Canonica ;
1L Reliquize Liturgicee: Cum Appen-
dictbus ad Tris Analectorum Vo-
lumina, .

Bunsen.~Egypt's Place in Uni-
* versal History: Au Historical Investigation,
iu Five Books. 8y C.C.J, Bunsen, D.U ,
D C.L., D.Ph. Transiated from the Ger-
mun, by C. H. CorrrELL, K8q. M.A.—Vol.
L., with many Lllustrations. Bvo. price 28s.

*y* The second Volume is preparing for
publication, .

Burton.—The History of Scot-
laud, from the Revolution to the Extinction
of the Inst Jucobite Insurrection i —
17118.) By Joun Hirr Boszon. 2 vols. 8vo.
price 26s.

Bishop Butler's General Atlas

of Modern aud Ancient Geoyraphy: com-
prising Fifty-two full-coloured Maps ; with
complete [ndexes. New Edition, nearly%sil
re-engraved, enlarged, and greatly im-
proved; with Corrections from the most
authentic Sources in both the Ancient ahd
Modern Maps, many of which are eutirely
new. Royal 4to. price 24s. Lalf-bound.

'I‘helyadﬁr& mx.ﬁiga ll:;h
otoure: ApSs. vo. 128,
Separately { The Ancient Atlas 24 full-

colouted Maps. R1.8vo, 12s,

Bishop Butler's Sketch of Mo-
dern and Ancient Geography. New Edition,
carefully revised, with sueh. Al
Introduced,as continuall i

The Cabinet Gazetteer: A Popu-
lar Exposition of all the Countries ot the
World; their Goversment, Poy ulation,
Revenucs, Commerte and In ustriea;
Agricultural, Manufuctured, and Mineral
Products ; Reliﬁiun, Laws, Manners, and
ggflilaswte. ; y thsr Aun;or of The Cabi-

wyer. Fcap.8vo. price 10s.64d. ¢! H
or 13s, cglf Imerv‘:i. price 10s.6d cloth ;

The Cabinet Lawyer: A Popu-
laz Digest of the Laws of England, Civil
and Criminal; with a Dictionary of Law
Terms, Maxims, Statutes, aud Judicinl Anti-
§umeu Correct Tables of Assessed Taxcs,

tamp Duties, Exgise Licences, and Post-
Hotse Duur:s; Post-Office chu[ntians. and
Prison Discipline. 16th Edition, compris-
ing the Public Acts of the Session 1835,
Feap, 8vo, price 10s. 6d.

Caird.—English Agriculture in

1850 and 1851 ; Its Condition and Prospects.
By James Cairp, Esq., of Baldoon, Agri-
cultural Commissioncr of The Times. The
Second Edition, 8vo. price 14s.

Calvert.—The Wife’s Manualy

or, Prayers, 'Thoughts, and Songs on Seve.
ral Occasions of & Matron’s Life. Orna-
mented from Designs by the Author in the
style of Queen Elizabéth's Prayer Book.
By the Rev. Wirpiam~ CaLvenr, Rector
of St, Autholin, and oune of the Minor
Canons of 5t, Paul’s. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Carlisle (Lord).— A Diary in
Turkish and Greek Waters. By the Right
Hon. the Earl of CiruisLk, Post 8vo.

[(Neurty ready,

Oajlow.— Papular Conchology s
or, the Shell Cabinet arranged according
to the Modern System: With a detailed ac-
count of the Animals ; and a complete De-
scoptive List of the Families and Geoera of
the Recent and Fossil Shells. - By Aoxms
Carrow. Second Edition, much improved ;
with 403 Woodcuts., Post 8vo. price 142,

Cecil.— The Stud Farmj or,
Hints on Breeding Horses for the Turf-
the Chase, and the Rond, By Ceern. Fep.
8vo, with Frontispiece, price ba.

Cecil.—Records of the Chase,
d Memoirs of Celebrnted Sportimen;
;‘l‘l‘:unnthv some of the Usnges of Olden
Times amfr'nmpnrtng them with prevailing
Customs : Together with an Introduction

y P

covéries and the latest In
rendered necessary, 8vo. price 9s.

ations to most of the Fashionable H\:nﬁng
Dis- C. ies; and C ts. By Cecir.
formation have With two Plates by B. Herring. "¥Fcp. 8vo.

price 7a. 6d. half-bound.
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1e Practices orHints
on Training for the Turf) the Chase, dnd the
Rond : With Obeervations on Racing and

e e " Foans” boo. ‘with
CAP] 0 . Cap. 0,
Pl-u?pntfue u.’hul-bond. P

Chalybaeus’s Historical Survey
of Modern Speculative Phﬂotogby from
Kant to He‘f‘l. ‘Translated from ¢! eGerman
by Avraxp Tvng. Post 8vo. price 8s.6d.

Peace, War, and Adventure
Being an Autobisgraphical Memoir of
Gonge Laval Chesterton, formerly of the
Field~Train Departmnt of the Royal Ar-

tillery, subsequently s Captain in the Army

Creny's Emy‘olopedh .of Ofvil
Emgineering, Historical, 'I‘hsnr:ﬁcd, and

Practicsl, i\utrucd by upwhrds of 8000
Woodcuts, atory of the Principles,
Machinery, and Constructions which come
under the Direction of the Civil Engineer.
8vo. price £3. 182,64,

The Oricket-Field; or, the Sci-
ence and History of the Game of Cricket,
By the Author of Principles of Scientific
Batting. Second Edition ; with Plates and
Woodcuts, Fcp, 8vo. bs. hali-bound.

Lady Cust's Invalid's Book.—
The Infalid’s Own Book : A Collection of
Reclpes& varlpus Books and various

of Columbia, and at present G of
.the House of Correction in Cold Bath
Fields. 2 vols post 8vo. price 16s.

Chevreul’s Principles of Har-
mony aud Contrast of Colours, and their
Applications to the Arts : Including Palute
ing, Interior Decoration, Teapestries, Car-

ets, Mosalcs, Coloured Glazing, B
taning, Culico' Printing,

Countries. By the Honourabje Lany Cusr.
Fep. 8vo. price 8s. 6d,

The Rev. T. Dale’s Domestic
Liturgy and Family Chaplain, in Two Partst
The Pﬁtl’:rthelng Chutch Services ndupted
for Domestic Use, with Prayers for every
Day of the Week, selected exclusivelyfrom

Prioting, M gy Dress,

and Hov'rn&tdening, ctc Translated b
Crarres MarTey; and illustrated wit‘
Diagrams, etc. Crown 8vo. price 12s, 6d.

Clinton. — The Autobiography
and Literary Journal of the late Henry
Fynes Chinton, Esq., M.A. Author of the
Fasti Hellenicl, the Fasti Romnani, etc
Rdited_by the Rev. C.J.FyNEs CLINTON,

M_.A., Rector of Cromwell, Notts.
[In the Press

Conversations on Botany. New
Rdition, improved ; with 22 Plates. ¥cp.
8vo. price 7s. 6d.; or with the Plates
coloured, 12z

¢

Conybeare and Howson.—'The
Life and Epistles of 8aiut Paul: Com-
prising a complete Bloqllp golche Apostle,

he
and a Transistion of pistles inserted
in Chronological order. By the Rev. W J.
Conyneare, M.A" d 8.

, and the Rev, J. 8.
Howson, M.A, With 40 Steel Plates and
100 Woodcate. 2 vols. 4to. price £2,8s.

Pr. Copland’s Dioti of
Practical Medicines Comprising General
Pathology, the Nature and Treatment of
Disenses, Morbid Structures, and the D~
orders especially incidental to Climates, to
Sex, and to the different Epochs ef Life,
with numefons approved Formule of the

Medicines récommended, Vols. I.and II.
8vo, price #£8; and Parts X. to XVI, price
42.64. onch.

.

The Children's Own Sunday-
Book. By Miss duria Connen. With Two
INlustrations, BSquare fep, 8vo. price §a.

Aper-
Letterpzen the Book of Common Piayer. Part II.
Land C Ing an approp Sermon for every
Sunday in the Year. 2d Editlon. Post 4to.
21s. cluth; 3ls. 6d. calf, or «£2. 10s, morocco.

.
Toe Faurny CHAPRAIN, 122,
Sepearately {Tu Dongsric ernv: 10s.64.

v

Delabeche.—The Geological Ob-

server. By Sir Henry T. DELABRCHE

R.R 8, Director-General of the Geolo, ical

Survey of the United Kingdom, ew

Edition ; with numerous Woodcuts. 8vo.
price 18s.

L[]
Delabeche.—Report on the Geo-

® logy of Cornwall, Devon, and West Somer-
set’ By Sir Hrvry T. Derasecaz, F.R.S.
With Maps, Woodcuts, and 12 Plates. 8vo
price 14s,

De la Rive,—A Treatise on Elec-

tricity, in ’l'heor; and Practice. By A
Dz 1A Rive, Professor in the Academy of
(Geneve 1n Two Volumes, with numerous
Wood Engravings. Vols 1. 8vo. price 18s.

Discipline. By the Author of
“ Lettera to My Usknown Frieuds,” etc.
Second Edition, enlarged, 18mo. price 2s.6d.

Ea.sthke.l—mterials for a His-

t { Oll Paintlng. By Bir Cma:

mlnEAnmn 'r?!.s.. r.’s.A.. u-l?i:::
of the Royal Acuinny. 8vo, price-16s.

.
k.
The Eclipse of Faithy or, 2
Visit to s Religious Sceptle, The Fifth and
cheaper Editioh, Feap.8ve. price ba
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A Defence of The Eclipse of
Faith, by its Author ; Being u Rejoinder to
Professor Newman's Reply. Becond- Edi-
thon, revised, Post 8vo.phice 5s, 64,

The Englishman’s Greek Con-
cordance of the New Testament: Being an
attempt at a Verbal Connexion between
the Greek and the English Texts: includin
a Concordance to the Proper Names, wit!
Indexes Greek-English nnd Kngllsh-Greek.
New Edition, with & new Index, Royal
8vo, price 42s.

The Englishman’s Hebrew and
Chaldee Concordance of the OId Testa-
ment: Being an attempt at a ¥erbal Con-
pexion between tife OriginAl and the
English Tiinslations: with Indexes, a List
of the Proper Namea and their Qccuarrences,
ete. 2 vols. royal 8vo. price £3. 13s.6d. ;
large paper, &4, 144.6d.

Ephemera: — A Handbook ot.‘

Angling ; Teaching Fly lﬂuhlni, Trolling,
Bottom Fllhiﬂf, and Salmon kishing; with
the Nutural History of River Fish, and the
best Modes of Catching them, By Epug-
MRRA. and cheaper Edition, cor-
rected and Improved; with oodcuts,
Fep. 8va. priee ba. . .

Ephemera.— The Book of the
Salmon: Comprising the ‘l'heor{,l’rlnciplel,
and Practice of Fly-Fishing for Salmou
Lists of good Salmon Flies for eve;{ good
Ruver in the Empire ; the Natural History

the Salmon, all its known Habits de-
scribed, mud the best 'u{vof artificially
Breedin, lnined h

Francis. — Annals, Anecdotes,
and Le%endn A Chronicle of Life Aasur~
l;,l‘t;:-w ,o }05! %BA:GII sutl;or :E The

e Ban, .
Post av’}). price 8s. Gz. o Brgland el

Fullom.—The Marvels of Sci-
g\ce and thelr Testimony to Holy Writ: A
opular Syatem of the Sciences. By 8. W,
Furvom, Euz. The Eighth and chesper
Edition; with numerous Ilustratious.
Post 8vo, price bs.

The Poetical Works of Oliver
Goldsmith. Edited by Borton Cornky,
Esq. llustrated b9 Wood Engravings, fiom
Designs by Members of the Xtching Club.

Square crown 8vo, cloth, 2ls.; morvcco
. l

&1, 162

Gosse.—A Nafuralist’s Sojourn
in Jamaica. By P. H. Goss, Esq. With
Plates. Post 8vo, price M4s,

.

Essays on Political and Social
Science. Contributed chiefly to the Kdin-
burgh Review. By Wirwiam R. Grie,
£ vols. 8vo. price 24,

Gurney. -~ Historical Sketches
Ilustrating some Memorable Events and
Epochs, from A.p. 1400 to A.p. 1546, By the
Rev. JouN “HAMIDEN GURNEY, KZ.A.
Fep. 8vo. price 7s. 6d.

Gwilt. — An Encyclopedia of

‘A_rchitcc‘ture, Historical, Theoretical, and

it it]
uolonreg Engravings of Salmon Flies ang
Salmon Fry. By Epuzmera; assisted by
Awprew Youna, Fcp. 8vo. with coloured
Plates, price 142 .

W. Erskine, Esq.—History of
India under.Baber and Humdayun, the First
Two Sovereigns of the House of Tamur.
By Wigtriam Eraxing, Kaq., Editor of Me-
moinz the Etnperor Baber. 2 vols. 8vo.
price 12,

Faraday (Professor)—The Sub-
ucz-Mnmr of Six Lectures on the Non-
etallic Elements, delivered before the
Members of the Royal Institution in 1853,
by Profesior Farapay, D.C.L., F.R.S.,,
etc. Arranged b‘

P . Joseru Gwrrr. lllustrated
with more than 1,000 Engravings on Wood,
from Designs by J. 8. Gwirz. Third and
cheaper kidition. 8vo. price 422,

Sidney Hall's General Large
Library Atlas of Fifty-three Maps (size 20
in, by 16 In.), with the Divisions and Bound-
aries urafufly coloured; and an Alpha-
betical Index of all the Names contained
in the Maps. New Editlon, corrected from
the best and most recent Authorities; with
the Railways laid down, and many entirely
new Maps, Colombier 4to. price £5. 6s.
half-russia,

Hamilton.—Discussions in Phi-

d Literature, Education and
I':n?phy. ";Ieform. Chia’ﬂyfrom the Bdin-

Lecturer’s

Fep. 8vo, pflc: eie: GJZ
Norway in 1848 end 1849: con-

taining Ramblés among the Fields and Fjords
of the Central*and mor?’m-mm;‘ and
including Remarks on lts Political, Military,
Ecclesiastical, and Social n.

TromAs umnf Eur&g‘d Lieutenant

permission from the
J. 8 , M.B,

M. 8. Binpovres, ery, With
Map, Woodcuts, and aten, aro.r;rlcg 182,

A R'vlﬂn correctéd, Vil.ldiclled en-
.f;;!ed, h: Notes and A p‘eudlcel. B;' Sir
Wisrras Hauwron, Bart. Second Edi-
tion, with Additions. 8ve. price 212,

Hare (Archdeacon).— The Life
of Luther, In Forty-eight Historical En-
vings. - By Gustavy Konio. With Ex-
planations by Archdeacon RE. Square
crown 8vo. {In the press.

‘
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NEW VORKS axp NEW EDIYIONS

Harrison.—The Light of the
Forge; or, Counsels drawn fromi the Sick-
Bed of B, M. By the Rev. Writniam
Harrigon, M.A., Domestic Chaplain to
H. R. I-r the Duchess of Cambridge. * With
2 Wvoodcuts, Fcp. bvo. price 8s,

Harry Hieover.—The Hunfing-
Field. By Harry Hisoven. With Two
Plates, pue representiug The Right Sort;
the otber, The Wrong Surt, Fcp. 8vo, bs.

Harry Hieover.— Practical
Hoisemunship. % Hanry Higoven.
With 2 Plates, one representing Going like
Wurkmen ; the other, Geing like Muffs
kcp. 8vo, s, half-bound.

Harry Hieover.~The Stud, for
Practical Purposes and Practical Men:
being a Guide to the Cholce of & Horse for
us¢ more ghan for show. By Harny Ilie-
ovir. With 2 Plates, one represeating A4
prruy’érm,ﬂ sutrt for most purposes; the
other, Rayther a bud xort forang purpose.
Fcp. Bvo. price §s. half.bouud.

Harry Hieover.— The Pocket
and the' Stud; or, Practical Hints on the
Muunagement of the Swable, By Hanrany
Hirzover. Second Edition ; with Portrait.
Fep. 8vo. price 5s. half-bound,

Hieover. — Stable Talk
uud Table Talk ;. or Spectacles for Youny
Sportsmen. By liaray Hizover. New
Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. with Postrait, 24s.

Haydn’s Book of Dignities: con-
taining Rolls of the Offcial Personages of
}ha‘qﬂlﬁt:‘“%mplre Cl.vlll, Egcﬁnhrt;m,

udicial, , Naval, an unicipal,
from the E-rllemz Periods to the Present
Times compiled chiefiy*from the Records of
the Public Offices. 'Together with the So-
vereigns of Europe, from the Foundation of
their respective States; the Peerage and
Nobility of Great Britain; and numerous
other Lists. Being a New Kdition, im-

roved sud continued, of Beatson’s Political
ndex, By Joizrz Havpx, Compiler of
The Dictlonary of Dates, and other Works,
8vo. price 26s. half-boand,

Haydén,~The Life of Benjamin

Robert don, Historical Palnter, from
Hia. Autobiagrapy and Joureas ke

y an te
aud compiled by Tox Tarron, M,A., bt
the Inner Temple, Enl. 3 late Fellow of
Trinity Collefn. Cambridyges and late Pro-

lish Lan, und Litera.
ture in Unlveuqzy College, Eondon. Be-
cond Editjon, with Additions and an Index.
8 vols. post 8vo. price 8ls. 6d.

Sire John Herschel.—Outlines
of dstronomy, By SirJorx F. W, Hers-
oHEL, Burt, etc. New Edition; with Plates
aud Wood Effgravings. 8vo, price 18s,

Hill.—Travels in Siberia. By
8. 8, Hirr. Aathor of Tranels un the
Shoves of the Baltic, With a large
coloured Map of KEuropean and Asistic
Russla, 2 vols. post Svo. price 24s.

Hints on Etiquette and the
Usnges of Society: With a Glance at Bad
Habits, New Edltion, revised (with Ad-
ditions) by s Ladyof Rank. Fcp. 8vo. price
de-n-l.mwn.

.
*

Hole.~Prize Essay on the His-
tory and Management of Literary, Scien-
tific, and Mechanics’ Institutions, and
especially how far they may be developed
and combined so & to promote the Moral
Well-being_and Industry of the Country
By Jamus Hovg. 8vo. price 5s.

Lord Holland’s Memoirs.~—
Memoirs of the Whig Party during My
Tune, By Henny Ricmanp Lorp Hor-
LAND. kdited by lis Son, Heymry Eo-
warp Lonp Iorranp. Vols. I. and Il
post 8vo. price Us 6d, vach.

Lord Holland's Foreign Remi-
niscences. Edited by his Son, Hexry En-
warp Loro Horranp. Second Editlon,
with Facsimle. Post 8vo, price 10s. 6d.

‘Holland.~~Chapters on Mental

Physilogy. By Sir HaNnv Horranp, Bart.,

o F.R. 8, "Physiciau-Extrnordinary to the

Queen.  Founded chiefly on Chapters con

tuined in Medical Notes .and Reflections,
by the same Author. 8vo, price 10s. 6d.

Hook, — The Last Days of Our
Lord’s Ministiy : A Course of Lectures on
the principal Events of Passion Week. Br

ALTER Fapquiar Hoox, D.D., Chup-
dain in Ordinary to the Queen. New Edi-
tion. Fcp. Bvo. price 6s.

Hooker and Arnott’s British

Flora; C ising the Ph or
Flowering Plants, and the Kerns, The
Sixth Edition, with Additions and Correc-

tions, and numerous Figures, illustrative
of the Umbelliferous Plauts, the Compo-
site Plants, the Grasees, and the Ferus
12mo. wish 12 Plates, price 14s,, with the
Plates coloured, price Uls.

8irW.J. Hooker's Popular Guide
to the Royal BotanicGardens of Kew., New
Editioa; ‘with numerous Wood Engravings
16mno. price Sixpence.
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Horne.—An Introduction te the
Critical Study and Knowledge of the, Holy
8criptures. Bythe Rev. Taomas HArTweLL
Hoang, B.D. New Edithn, revised and
corrected : with numerous Maps, and Fuc-
similes of Biblical Manuscripts, 6 vole. bvo.
price 63s,

Horne's Compendious Intreduc-
duction to the Study of the Bible. Beiny
an Ahrld{meut of the Author’s Introduction
to the Critfcal Study and Knowledge u{
the Holy Seripturer, New Kdition ; witl
Maps and other Engravings. 12mo. price 9s.

Howitt.—(A. M.) An Art Stu-

dent in Munich, By ANnNa MAfr Howirr,
2 vols, pout. svo.’prlca 43, ’ ’

Howitt.—The Children’s Vear.
By Mary Howirr. With Four Illustrations,
engraved by John Absolon, from Origina
Designs by ANna Many tlowirr. Squar:
“16mo. price Ss.

William Howitt’s Boy’s Coun-~
try Book. Being the real Life of a Country
Boy, written by Himself: Exhibiting all
the Amusements, Pleasures, and Pursuits
of Children in the Country. New
with 40 Woodcuts,

Howitt.—The Rural Life of Eng-

land, By WiLriam Howrrr. New Kdition,
corrccted and revised ; with \Woodcuts by
Bewick aud Williams, Medium 8vo, 21s.

Howitt.— Visits to Remarkable
Places; Old Halls, Battle-Fields, aryl
Scenes illustrative of Striking Passages in
English History and Poetry. By WiLLiAmM
{owrrr. New Edition ; with 40 Woodcuss.
Medium 8vo. 21s.

Second Series, chiefly in the
Counties of Northumberland and Durham,
with a Stroll along the Border. With up-
wards of 40 Woodcuts, Medium 8vo. 31s.

Hudson’s Plain Directions for
Making Wills in conformity with the Law:
with a clear Exposition of the Law relating
to the Distr\bul?ou of Personal Estate in
the case of Intestacy, two Forms of Wills,
and much useful lnfjo_.r_r‘r}nﬂon. New and

dition;
Fep. "8vo. price 6a.

ged Rdition , he
of the Wills Act Amendment dct. Fep.
8vo. price 23, 6d.

Hudson's Executor's Guide.
New and enlarged Edition ; with the Addl-
tiou of Directlons for paying-Succession
Duties on Real Property under Wills-and
Iutestacies, and a El‘nb{c for fiuding the

alues of Annuities and the Amount of
Legacysnd Succession Duty thereon, Fcp.
Bvo. price 6y,

Hulbert.—The Gospel revealed
to Job; or, Patriacchal Faith illustrated in
Thirty Lectures on the principal Passsages
of the Book of Job: With Kxplanatory,
Illustrative, and Critical Notes. By the
Rev. C. A. HunerT, M.A., 8v0. price 123,

Humbley.—Journal of a Cavalry
Officer: Including the memorable Sikh
Campaign of 1 . B‘)yw. W.W. Homs-
LEY, M.A. Cuytnln. th Queen’s Royal
Lancers. With Plans aud Mup. Royel8vo |
price 21s.

Humboldt's Aspects of Nature.
Translated, with tse Author’s authority, by
Mrs. Sasive. New Edjtion. 16mo price

68.: or In 2 vols, 3s. 64. each cloth; 23, 6d.

each sewed.

Humboldt’s Cosmos, — Trans-
Inted with _the Author's authority, by Mrs.
Saming. Vols. I and 11, 16mo, Half-a~
Crown each, sewed ; 3s. 6d. each cloth: or
in post 8vo. 128, 6d. each cloth. Vol. [II.

ost 8vo. 12¢. 6d. cloth: or in 16mo. Part
. 21, 6d. sewed, 38, 6d. cloth and Part |
L1, 31. sewed, 4s. cloth.

t

|
Humphreys, — Sentiments and

Similes of & peare. With an elal 1
illuminated border in the characteristic
style of the Elizabethan Period, massive
carved covers,-and other Embellishments,
designed and executed by H. N, Hom-
PHREYS. Square, post 8vo. price 214,

Hunt. — Researches on Light in |
its Chemical Relations; Bmbracinpg a Con .
siderntion of all the Pliotogruphic Proces- |
ses. By Ropert Hunr, F.R.S., Professor
of Physics in the Metrapolitan chool of 1

1
i
i

Science. Sccond Edition with Plate and
VYoo-lcuu. 8vg. price 102,64,

Mrs. Jameson’s Legends of the |
Saints and Martyrs, Foiming the First
Series of Sacred and L gendary Art.
Secoud Editiony with numerous Wood-
cuts, aud 16 Etchings by the Author. Square
crown 8yo. price 382, i

Mrs. Jameson's Legends of the
Monastic Orders, as regrucnted in the
¥ine Arts, Forming the Sccond Serigs of
Sucred and Legendary Art. Second Edi-
tion, corrected and enlarged ; with 11 Etch-
ings by the Author, apd 88 Woodcuts.
Square crown 8vo. price 28s.

Mrs. Jameson’s Legends of the
Madonna, as represented in the Fine Arts.
Forming the Third Serles of Sacred and
Legendnry Art. With 55 Drawings by the
Author, aud 152 Wood Engravings. Square
crown Svo. price 28, '
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Jameson.—A Oommonplace Book | Kisby & Spence’s Introduction
ies, Ori- mtomolo; or, Elements of the Na-
o ‘?‘:: h'ﬁél’.’eﬂd@"ﬁ.ﬁ" I.F n:k::‘, aud :ﬂr{l Himn“:f Insects: comprising an

aracter; Part II. Literature and Art. By
Mrs. Jamzson. With Etchings and Wood

Eugravings., Square crown %'v’om seady.

Lord Jeffrey’s Oontributions to
the Ed(nh\wsh Review. A New Edition,
complete in Ooe Volume ; with & Portrait

ng d by Hexrny R yund a Vig-
nette View of Craigerook, engraved by

J. Cousen. Squaré crown 8vo. 2. cloth;

or‘mo. calf,

®.* Also a LIBRMRY EDITION, in 3
vols. 8vo. price 42¢.

Bishop Jeremy Taylor’s Entire
Works: With his Life, hg Bishop HxsEr.
Ievised and corrected by the Rev. CrARLES
Paot Epen, Fellow of Oriel College, Ox
%c;nz Now complete in 10 vols. 8vo. price

4.

Jesse. —Russia and the War.
B{ Captain Jesse (Inte Unnattnched), Author
of Murray’'s Handbook for Kussia, etc.
Crown 8vo. with Plan, price 22,64,

Johnston.—A New Dictionary of

Gi hy, Descriptive, Physical, Statis-
“::En.y:‘dy Hh:;ﬂc:h ?«rmhyngc;ncnz\glne
. By

Genernl Gazetteer of the Worl EX-
anper  Kerrm  Jomnsron, F.R S.E,
F.R.GS8F.GB. In One Volume of 1,440

pages; comprising nearly 50,000 Names
u?'?hee(. 8vo. price 38s. cloth; or hali-
bound,in russis, 41s.

Kemble,—The Saxons in Eng-
iand : A History of the English Common-
wealth til) the period ofthe Norman Cou-

uest, By Jomn Mircagir Kgubire,
.A.y F.C.P.8,, etc. 2vols, 8vo. price 28s.

Kent.-- Aletheias or, the Doom
of Mytho'ory. With other Poems By
WiLLiam Caantes Mark KBnt. Fep, Svo.
price 74, 6d.

Kippis's Collection of Hymns
and Pasiras for Public and Private Worship
ew Edition qunclnd(ng = New Supple-
meat by the Rev. EpMunp Kzir, “’.A.
18mo. price ds. clothy or 4s.6d. rosn,

Kirby.—The Life of the Rev.

account of tous und useful Insects, of

théir M ph 'ood, s

Habitatlons, Socleties, Motions, Nolses,

l;ybemnllou,lnmnct, ete. New Edition.
vols. 8vo. with Plates, price 31s. 6d.

The Lady Una and her Queen-
dom; or, Reform at the Right Erd, By
the Author of Home Truths Jor Home
Peace, ete, Fcp. 8vo. price 7s.

Laing’s (S.) Observations on the
Socint dyd Political State of Denmark and
the Ducifies of Sleswick and Holsteinin 1851:
Being t¥e Third SBeries of N&es of a Tra-
vedier. 8vo. price 12s.

|, Laing’s (5.) Observations 6n the

Social and Political State of the Kuropean
People in 1848 and 1849: Beng the Se-
cond Series of Notes uf a Traveller. 8vo,
price l4s.

L. E. L.—The Poetical Works
of Legitia Elizabeth Landon, New Edition ;
with 2 Viguettesby Richard Doyle. 2 vols.
16mo. price )0s. cloth; morocco, 214,

Dr. Latham on Diseases of the

Heart. Lectures on  Subjects connected
with Clinical Medicine: Liseases of the
Heart. By P, M. Laraaxm, M. D)., Physician
Extraordihary to the Queen, New &dition.
2 vols. 12mo. price 16s,

.Mrs. R. Lee's Elements of Na-

o tural History 3 or First Principles of Zoo-
1ogy + comprising the Principles of Classi-
fication, interspersed with amusing and
iustructive Accounte of the most remark-
ahle Ammnals. New Edition, enlurged;
with uumerous additional W ts. Fep.
8vo. price 7s.6d.

Letters on Happinegs, add;'essed

%0 a Friend. By the Author of Letters to

My Unknown Friemds, etc. Fcp. 8vo.
price 6s,
Letters to my Unknown Friends

By a Lady, Author of Letters on HaV‘-
ness. Fourth and ¢heaper Edition, Fcp.
8vo, price 5s.

Lindley.~The Theory of Horti-

WitLian K M A., Rector of -
Anthnrofm?n‘l't GBAI?.“ OTB"!“
and Jolnt-Author of the Intreduction tu
WA, WR Portsts Vgt oy
simile. Bvo. price 1oe, | T dl

culture; Or, an Am‘pw laiu the

B reiciogical Bamatptes, By Ton LAwoLev,

cal Principles.

_ WD, FRLE, New Edition, 7+ d
improved; with Wood Hin
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LARDNER’S CRBINET CYCLOPADIA.

Of Hiatory, Blography,
factures : A Be 5 O

‘Works b;
8IR JOHN HERSCHEL,
SIR JAMES MAcmebsn,
ERT SOUTHEY
SIR DAVID BREWSTER,
THOMAS KEIGHTLEY,
JQHN FORSTER,

ture, the Arts and S R
wrros et clences, Natural History, and Manu

SIR WALTER SCOTT,
THOMAB MOORE,

BISHOP THIRLWALL

THE RE K. GLE

370, L DB SIshONDL

JOEN PHILLIPS, F.R.S., 6.5,

Axp orapr Eurnent Wairens.

Complete in 182 vols. Fep. 8vo. with Vignette Titles, price, in cloth, Nineteen Guineas,
The Works _separataly, in Sets or Series, price Three Shillings and Sixpence each Volume,

AgList of the Worxs eomposing the CABINET CVCLOPEDIA:—

1. Bell’s Hjnor{ of Russfs » 8 vols. 10s.6d.
2. Bell’s Lives of British Poets,2vols. 7s.
B, ‘Brewster’s Optics, . . 3. 6d.
4. Caoley’s Maritime and In-
land Dllcovary . 8vols. 10s. 64.%
5. Crowe's llhtol‘y of thce, 8 vols. 10s.6d.
6. DeMorganon robubllltlen.l vol. 3s.6d.
7. De 8ismondi’s History o
the italian Republics . 1vol. 3s.6d.
8. De Bismondi’s kall of the
Boman F'm{lre « . 2vals. Ts.
Donovan'’s Chemlstry . lvol. Bs. 6d.
10 Donovnn'l Domestic Eco-
2voll. 78,
11. D'unl\nm s Spa(n and Por-
. bvols. 171,64

1vol.

34. Lardner on Heat . vol. 34.8d
85. Larduer's Hydmstnlcl md
Pneumatics , Tvol. 8s6d
36. Llrdnernndelker sElece
trieity and Magnetism, 2vols, 7s.
87. Mackintosh, Forster, and
Courtenay’s Lives of Bri-
tish btatesmen 7 vola, 24s. 6d
38. Mackintosh, Wallace, and .
Bell (] Hm.ory of Eng-
vols. 35¢.

89, Mont omery and Shelley |

Eminent Italian,Spanishg

and PortuguebbAnthora,s vols, 10s,6d
40, Moore's History of [reland, 4 vols, 144.
41. Nholu'n Chronology nl

12, Dungam *a History of Den- 1vol, 8s.64
mark,Sweden, and Nor- 42, Phﬂhpt’ Treniae on Geo-
ny . 3vols, 10z, 6d, g v« a o+ 2vole. Ta.
18. Dunham's Hiltory ‘of Po- 43. Powe I‘thtoryo!Natunl
and lvol. B8s.6d. PhllOqu‘r vol, 34 6d.
14, D\mhun'- Germantc Em- 44. Porter's Treatise on the,
. 8vols. 10s.6d. Manufacture of 1k . 1vol. 3s,6d
16. Dnnhnm s Eumpe durls ng 45. Porter’s Manufacture of
the Middle Ages . . 4 vols. 148 *® Porcelain and Glass . lvol. 38s 6d.
16. Dunham’s British Drama. 46. Roscoe’s British Lawyers, 1vol,  3s.64.
tists ., . . 2vols. 7s. 47. bcou'x History of Scot-
17. Dunham’s Lives of Early M Ian vols. 7s.
Writers of Great Bxlnln, 1vol. 8s.6d. | 48. Bhelley s Lives of Emluent
18. Fergus's History of the French Auttors ., 2vols. 7.
nited States . . 2vols. 7s 49, 5hucku'd and Swainson's
19. Fosbroke’s Greek and Ro- Ins vol. 3s.64d.
man Autiquities . . 2vols. 7e. §0. Sonthe{'l Lives of British
20. Forster’s Lives of the Ad 1s . 5vols. 172, 8d.
Stuumeu of the Com- wabmgu(‘burchl-lumry.ﬂvols. 7.
mouweal . bvols. 17s. 64, 52. Stebbing's History of tbe
21, Glelf’t Livel of British Reformation . . 2vols. 7e.
lltlry Commanders 3 vols, 10s.8d. | 53. Swalusou’s Dicourse on
2. Grattan's Hlnnry of the Natural History » . 1vol, 3e.6d
Netherlands, = . . )vol. B8s.6d. | 54, Swainson's Natural His-
23. Henslow's Botany . ., 1vol. 8s.6d. tory and Classification of
24. Herschel’s Astronomy . lvol. 8s.6d. Anlmals vol, 8s.84
£5. Herschel’s course on 66, Snlmon () Habits and In-
Natural Phﬂmophy . lvol. 8s.6d. stincts of Anim-.h . lvol, 8s.6d.
26. History . 3vols, 7s. 56. Swainson’s B .. Svoll. 7e.
27. Hlltory of Swrt.urhnd . 1lval. 6d. | 57. Sw‘huon s Fllh, szmu, 1. 7
. Holland’s Mumnct\u'u in ol
etal, « 3vols. 10s.6d.| 58. Snlnmn nﬂnndrnped- . |vol. 84.84.
29, Jmu’. Livep of Forelgn 59, Swainson's Shells snd
men ., . . Srvols. 17:.64, Shell fish vol. 84,64,
30. Kater and Lardner's Me- 60, SWIhuon'lAnlmnlllnMﬁ o
™ ch:nlcl" . . . lvoel, 8s6d. 0.8 ‘lgc ries ’r.xiden;aysndhﬂ' 8e. 6d.
. Outl wainson's
: ‘% tred ines .“l vol, 84,684, Biography onoolorhuhol. Bs.6d.
8. Lminer‘-nmhmﬁlc . lvol. Bs.6d.| 62, 'l'hlrlwnll Hi nof! ol vols. 28s
84, Lardner's Geometry . 1vol. 8s.6d. Greece . o vols. 28s.
S M i
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Dr. Johin Lindley's Introduction
to Botany. New Edition, with Corrections
and c(vp{blll Additions 5 Six Plates and
numerous Woodcuts, 8vo.price 3de.

Linwood.—Anthologia Oxonien-
sis; sive, Florilegium e lusibus poeticis di-
versorum Oxomiensium Greecis et Latinis

. decerptum, Curante GurizrLao Linwoob,
M.A. Zdis Christl Alwomo, 8vo, price 148

Dr. Little on Deform}t'iea.-gn

the Nature and T

London’s Encynhrdh of Agri-
<yltures comprising the Theory and Prac-
tite of the Vi Transfer, Laying-out
Irp: ., and Manag of Landed
Propcn[, and of the Cultivation and Eco-
nomy of the Animal gnd Vegetable Pro-
ductious of Agriculture, New Edition ;
with 1,100 Woodcuts. 8vo, price 50s.

Loudon’s Encyclopedia of
Plauts, tucludini allthe Plants which are
now foundiu, or have been futroduced into,
Great Britgin, iivlng their Naturnl Higtory,

led by such descriptions, en-

. of the Hupan Frame. By W.J.Larrtee,
M.D., Physician to the London Hospital,
etc. With 160 Wogdcuts and Diagrams.
8vo. price 1ds.

Litton.—The Church of Christ,

inlits Jdes, Attributes, and Minstry: With

ap to the C y
ou the Subject between Romanists and Pro-
testants.
Lirron,M.A., Vice-Principal of 8t. kdmund
Hall, Oxford, 8vo. price 16s,

Loch.—~A practical Legal Guide

for Sailors and Merchants during War:
With Appendices containing the Orders in
Council and othes Official Documents re-
lating to the present War. By WiLiiam
Apam Locu, of the Hon. Society of Lin-
cola’s fuu, 8vo.price 9s. 6d.

Lorimer’s (C.)Letters toa Young
Master Mariner on sume Subjects connected
with his Calling. New Edition, Fcp. 8vo,
price &s, 6d.

Loudon’s Self-Tnstruction for
Young Gardeners, Foresters, Baillfis,
Land “Stewnrds, and” Farmers; In Arith-
smetic, Book-keeping, Geomet: Mensur-
ation, Practical Trigogometry. echanics,
Land-Surveying, ling, Blanning and
Mapping, Architectural Drawing, and [s0-
métrical Projection and Perspective. 8vo.
with Portrait, price 7, 64,

Loudon’s Encyclopaedia of Gar-
deuing; comprising the Theory and Prace
tice of Horticulture, Floriculture, Arbori-
cultare, and Landscape Gardening : [nclud-
ing all the latest improvements 3 with many
hundred Wootlcuts. New Kdition, corrected
and improved by Mrs, Loubon. 8vo.
price 50s.

Loudon's Encyclopadia of Trees
and Shrubs; or the Arboretum et Frutice-
tum Britannicum abridged: Coutalning
the Hardy Trees and ubs of Great

y the Rev, EpwArp ArtRun®,

gnvmfl-'i?:ren. and elementary details, as
may ensable a beginner,who is a mere En-

lish reader, to discover the name of every

lant ®hich he may find in Aower, and ac-
quire aM the information respecting it which
is useful and interesting.® New Edition,
corrected throughout and hrought down to
the year 1856, by Mrs. Loupon and GEoRGE
Don, Exq.) F.L.8., etc. 8vo

({n the Spring.

Loudon’s Encyclopaedia of Cot-
tage, Farm, and Villa Architecture and
Furniture : contalning numerous Desigus,
from the Villa to the Cottage and the
Farm, including Farm Houses, Farmerics,
and other Agricultural Bmldfng-; Coun-
try einns, Public Houses, aod Parochial
Schools, with the requisite Fittings up,
Fixturcs, and Furniture, and appropriate
Othces, Gardens, and Garden Sccmery.
New Kdition, edited by Mrs. Loupox,
with 2,000 Woodcuts, 8vo. price 632,

Loudon’s Hortus Britannicusj

Or, Catalogue of all the Plants Indigenous
to, cultivated In, or introduced into Britain.
An entirely New Edition corrected through-
out: With n Suppiement, including all
the New Plants, and a New General Index
to the whole Work, Kdited by Mrs,.Lou-
poN; assisted by W. H. Baxten and
Daviv Woostgr. 8va. price 31s. 6d.~The
SuprLEMENT separately, price 14s,

Mrs. Loudon's Amateur Gar-
dener’s Calendar: Belng a Monthly Guide
as to what should be avoided as well.as
what should be done in a Garden in each

o Mouth: with {;l-ln Rules kow to do what
is requisite. 16mo. with Woodcuts, 72, 6d.

Mrs. Loudon’s Lady’s Country
Companion ; or, Haw to Enjlgl)g‘ a Countr)
Life Rnt!onaw. Fourth Fditlon, wit
Plates and Wood Engraviogs. Fep. 8vo.
price ba.

Low.—A Treatise on the Do-

mesticated Animals of the Bfitixh lslands:

Britain, Native aad l:fnd;n,

and Po?uhﬂy Described: with their Pro-
p;zm o Cultures and Uses in the Arts;
and with Rogravinga of nearly all the 8pe-
el;-. w‘)’uh about 2,000 W{mdcm. 8vo.,
price 50r.

P the Natoral and Kcono-
mical History of Species and Varieties ; the
Description of the el e&of external
Form; and Obgervations on the Principles
and Practice of Breeding.-By D. Low, Esq.,
F.R.EE. 8vo.with Wuodcuts, price 25s.

"
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Low’s Elements of Practical
Agriculture; comprehending the Cul‘(n-
tion of Plants, the Husbandry of the Do-
mestic Animals, and the Bconomy of the
Farur, New Edltion; with-200 Woodcuts,
8vo, 21s.

Macaulay.—Speeches of the
Right Hon. T.B. Macaulay, M.P. Cor-
rected by HlumssLy. 8vo. price 120,

&

Macaulay,—The Historyof Eng-
land from the Accession of James{I. Uy
Tuomas Basineron Macautiy, Now
Editiou. Vols. L,and 11, 8vo. pLQ:e 324,

.

Mr. Macaulay's Critical and

Hustorical Essays contributed to the Edii
burgh Review, Four Editions, as follows ;

1. LiBraRY Epirron (the Seventk), in
3 vols. 8vo. price 86a.

2, Complete in Ons Vorume, with Por-
tralt and Vignette. Square crown 8vo.
price 21a. cloth 5 or 30s. calf.

8. Arvoraer Eorrion,in 3 vols. fep. 8vo.
price 21s. k4

4, Prorrr’s Evtrion, in 2 vols. crown
8vo. price 8s. cloth.

Macaulay. —Lays of Ancient
Rome, Ivry, and the Armada, By Tromas
Banineron Macavzav. New Edition
16mo. price 4s. 6d. cloth; ar 10s. 6¢,
bound ia morceco.

Mr. Macaulay's Lays of Ancient,

Rome. With numerous lllustrations, Ori-
{mul and from the Aatique, drawn on
Wood by George Scarf, jun. New Edition
Fep. 4td, price 21s. boards; or 42¢. bound
iu morocco.

Macdonald. — Villa Verocchios
or the Youth of Leonardo da Vincl: &
Tale. By the late Diana Lovisa Mac-
DONALD. Kcp.8vo. price 6s,

Macintosh.—A Military Tour.in

uropesu Turkey, the Crimea, aud on the

astern Shores of the Black Bea: including
Routes across the Balkan Into Bulgaris,
&nd Excursions in the Turkish, Russian,
sud Persian Proviuces of the Caucasian
Rauge ; with Strategical Obgervatious on
tha Probable Sccue of the Operations of the
Allied Expeditionary Force. By Major-
Gen. A, F. Nulmrg;u, K.H., F.R.G.S.,
¥.G.8,, Commanding Her Majesty’s Troops
in the {onian Islands. With

aps, 3 voly.
post 8vo. price 218, P )

Bir James Mackintosh’s History
of Englund from the Earliest Times to the
'ﬁllx’lgl ltElélli‘x‘hmeut ofdtlil,e Reformation,
Library o, revises the Author’
Bon, 2 vols.&vo’. price zu.’ Author's

Mackintosh.—Sir James Mack-
intosh’s Miscellancous Works : [ncluding
his Contributions to the Edinburgh Review.
Complete In One Volume: with Portrait
and Vignette. Square crown 8vo. price 21s.
cloth ; or 302. bound in calf.

*s* Also a NEW EDITION, in 3 vols.
feap. 8vo. price 21a.

»

1

M 'Culloch.—A Dictionary,
Practical, Theoretical, and Historical, of
Commerce and Commercial Navigation.
Illustrated with Maps and Plans, By J. R.
M‘Currocm, Ksq. New Edition ; enbrac
ing a large mase of new and important In-
formation in regard to the Trade, Comumer~
cial Law, and Navigation ot this and other
Countries, 8vo, price 50s. cloth ; half-russin,
with fexible back, 531,

M‘Culloch.—A Dictionary,

Geogrsphical, Statistical, and Historical,
of the various Countries, Places, and Prin-
cipal Natural Objects in the World, B
J. R, M‘CurLocH, Esq. Illustrated wilK
Six large Maps, New Edition, with a Supple
ment, comprising the Population of Great
Britain from the Ceusus of 1861. vols,
8vo. price 63s.

¢

M'Culloch. ~- An Account, De-
scoiptive and  Statistical of the British
Kuwpire ; Eahibiting its .Extent, Physical
Capacities, Population, Industry, and Civil
ungl(ell {ous fustitutions. By J.R.M‘Cus-
LOCH, EEq. Fourth Edition, revised ; with
an Appendix of Ttbles, 2vols.8vo, price 42s.

Maitland.— The Church in the

Catascombs: A Description of the Primie
tive Church of Rome, illustrated by its
Sepulchral Remains. By the Rev. CHARLRS
MarTLAND. New Kditlon, with muny Wood-

cuta, 8vo. price 148,

Mrs. Marcet’s Conversations on
Chemistry, in which the Elements of that
Sclience are familiarly Ex&lnhled and [lus-
trated by Experiments, New Editlon, en-
larged and improved. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo.
price 1480

Mrs. Marcet’s Conversations on
Natural Philosophy, in which the Elementx
of that Sclence are familiarly explained.
New Edition, enlarged and corrgcted ; with
23 Plates, Fep. srg, price 104, 64,
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Mrs. Marcet's: Qonversations on
Political Economy, in which the Blememl
of that Sclence are famil l, plained.

2. 64

New Edition, Fcp. 8vo. price
Mrs. Marcet’s Conversations on
Vegetable Phr!olo cn reheudin the
‘mzuuo r{" "P um‘
to Agriculture ew Edmou; th Four
- Plates. Fcp, Bvo. price 9,

Mrs. Marcet's Conversations on
Land and Water. New Edition, revised
and correcled withqt coloured Map, shew-
ing the com arative Altitude of Mountains.
Fep. 8vo. price bs. 6d.

Martihean.—~Church History in
F,nglqndx Bein f' [ Sketc)\ ol the Hiﬂo
Church of Eagland from the eat
'Hmel to the Period of the Reformation.
By the Rev. Arteur MARTINEAU, M.A,,
late Fellow of Trinity College, Cmbridgc
12mo. price Gs.

Maunder’s Biographical Trea-
sury 3 consiuting of Memairs, Sketches,and
b Notices of sbove 12,000 Eminent Per-
sons of all Ages and Nations, from the
Earliest Perlodg of History. Elghth Ediﬂon,
revised throughout, and rolln.‘g down to
the close of the year 1853 cp. Bvo.10s.
cloth ; bound in rosn, 124, calf, 124.64.

Maunder’s Historical 'l‘rea.sury
Oumne
ol Unlvernl History, Aucient and Modern,
and a Series of separate Histories of every
pﬂndpll Nation. New Edition; revised

wﬂwnt, snd brought down to the Pre-
sent

Fcp. Bvo! 10s, cloth; resn,
1322.; calf, 121, 6

Maunder's Sclentific and Lite-
3 Treasuryt A New and Popular Kn-
q op-dh o! sdelll-ce aud the Bellel

.nﬂ evary mbject crmneeud wltfn Litera-

Ez:el c?r:h; bcuml in o, 1k

08D, 124, calf

Maunder's '.l‘reum-y of Natural

Hmory Or, s Popular chﬁomm An,i.
uuren In which the 1

Ghmcurlulm tlut dlxﬂn !llh thc dm.rent

Classes coinbined
with o urm a{ lnlmmnc lnlarnution
llhlt{;ﬁve o{

the Anlnnl Kingdum With
900 Woodcuts,
Woodcats., ¥

New Edition
roan, 135, calf,

900
avo. pﬂu w.. “:ioeb;

b

Maunder's Treasury of Know-
l dge, aud Librar ~60[ Reference, Compris-
ihg an Enghsh Digtion and Grammar,
an Unim-s Gneneer,u -g-lul Diction-
ary, hronol OV Dictionary, a
g{l;ﬂ])lli of the ange, numerous uum
les, . The Twentieth Edition re-
vised and corrected: With some Addi-
tions.  Fcp 8vo. Ece 10s. cloth; bound in
roan, 12s. 3 > 120, 6.

Merivale. — A History of the
Romans under the Empire, - By th¥# Rev.
Cranxys Mrnyvase, B.D., late Fellow of
St. John’s College, Cambridge.
and IL. 8vo, price 28s.; and
pleting the Hlnto to the Establishment of
the Mdgarchy by ngnllu-, price 134,

Merivale.—The Fall of the Ro-

man Republic: A Short Hmory of the last

Ceutury of the Commonwealth. By the Rev.
Craries MerivaLs, B.D., Inte Fellow of
J8t, 12mo.

John's  Colle Cambri,
price 73, 6d. G mbridgo.

Merivale.— An. Account of the
Lifq, and Letters of Cicero. Trauslated
from the Germnan of Abeken ; and Edlted by
zh: ll;: Csuu.u Mzrivass, B.D.
price

Milner.-’l‘he Baltie 5 Its Gates,

Shores, and Cities : With a Notice of the
White Sea, etc. By the Rev. T. MiLnggr,
M.A,, ¥ R.G.8, Post8vo. (Juat veady.

of the Church
?ionl l])(v the late Rev.

Milner's Histo:
of Christ With Ad
Isaac Mirner, D.D A New
Edition, revised, with” lddmonnl Notes
by the Rev. T. GranNTHANM, B.D. 4 vols.
8vo. price §2s.

Montg gomery. .— Memoirs of the
Life and Writings of James Montgomery :
Includin Selel.ﬂom from his Correspond-

c«enge aud Couversations. By Josin Hol-
LAND end JAmEs Evenrrs. (Im the press.

antg . 1 H;
for Public, 80dm“ Devotion.
By Jamzs MonToomsry. 18mo. bs. 6d.

’'s Poetical
dition; with the
cal Prefaces, eom-

James Montgomery'
Works¢ Collective
Author's Autoblog
gzte in One Volume; with Portrait and

jghette, Bquare crown 8vo. price 10s,6d.
cloﬁn morocco, 2ll.-—0t in 4 vols. fcp, 870
with Portrait, and seven Plates, prive 20
cloth; mm'oceo. m.
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Moore.—Man and his Motives.
By Grorax Moorz, M.D., Member of the
Royal College of Physiciags. ird and

cheaper Edition. Fcp.8vo. price 6s,

Moore,—The Power of the Soul
over the Body, considered in relation to
Health and Morals. By Gzorax Moore
MD., Member of the Royal College of
FPhysicians, etc. Pifth and cheaper Edition,
Fep. 8vo. price Gs,

f
Moore.—The Use of the Body in
relation to the Mind. By Georor Moorrk,
M.D., Member of the Royal Cgllege of
Phyll’chnl. Third and cheapey Edition.
Fep. 8vo. p“ce 6. *

Moore. — Health, Disease, and

Remedy, familiarly and r{ucucnlly con-
lBilderded n a few of their Relatious to the
0od,

8vor 7..& Gzoras Moors, M.D. Post

Moore,—Memoirs, Journal, and
Correspondence of Thomas Moore. Edited
k{ the Right Hon, Lorp Joun RumseLy,

.P. With Portraits and Viguette Illustra-
tions, Vols. 1. to V1. post 8vo. 104, 6d. each.

Vals. VII. and VI1I, completing the work,
aze wearly ready.

Thomas Moore’s Poetical Works.

Comuniw the Author’s recent Introduc-
tronand Notes. Completein One Volume;
with a Portrait, and a View of Sloperton
Cottage, Medium 8vo. price 31s. cloth; &
moroceo 425, Or in 10 vels. fcp, 8vo. with
Portrait,and 19 Plates, price 352,

Moore. — Songs, Ballads, and
Sacred Songs. By TmomAis Moors, Author
of Lalla Ruokh, ete. First collected Edition,
with Vignette al.v‘y' R, Doyle. 16mo. price

bs. cloth; 13, 64, bound in moroccos

* .

Moore’s Irish Melodies. New
Edition. with the Autobiographical Preface
from the Collective Edition of Mr. Moore’s
Poetical Works, and a Vignette Title by
D. Maclise, R.A, 16mo. price 6s. cloth}
124. 8d. bound in merocco.

Moore'’s Irish Melodies. Illus-
trated bi D, Maclise, R.A, New aud
cheaper Edition; with 161 Designs, and
the whole of the Lettor-press engraved on

F, P, Becker, Super royal 8vo.

“M. Jboards ; bound in morocco,

%e* The Original Edition, in imperial gvo,
B:rlee €8s, boards moroc:w, m’ 14s. 6d.;
00fs, 3B, 6s, boards,—may still be Aad,

Moore’s Lalla Rookh: An Ori-
ental Romance. New Edition; with the
Autoblographical Preface from the (ol
lective Kdition of Mr. Moore’s Poetical
Works, and a Vignette Title by D, Maclise,
R.A. l6mo. bs. cloth; or 124.6d. morocco.

Moore’s Lalla Rookh: An Ori~
ental Romance. With 13 highly-finished
Steel Plates, from Designs by Corbould,
Meadows, and Stephanoff. ew Edition.
Square crown 8vo. 15s. cloth ; morocco, 28¢,

A few copies of the Original Editlon, in
royal 8¥0. pric® One Guines, still remain.
o

Morton’s Manual of Pharmacy

fg‘)r the Student of Veterinary Mcdichl:

P Sub loyed at the
Royal Veterinary College, with an attempt
st their Classification; and ‘the Pharma-
copela of that Institution. Fifth Edition.
Fcp. 8vo, price 102,

Moseley.—The Mechanical Prin-

ciples of Engineering and Architectare.

y the Rev. H. MoseLEY, . F.R.S,,
Professor of Natural Philosophy and As-
tmnomL in King's College, London. 8vo.
price 24s.

Mure.—A OCritical History of

the Langusge and Litcrature of Anclent
Greece B{' ‘WiriiaM Mure, M.P.
Caldwell. Vols. 1. to 111, 8vo. price 36s—
Vol. IV, price 15a.

Murray’s Encyclopzedia of Geo-
graphy : Comprisinga plete U pti
of the Earth: exhibiting its Relation tothe
Heavenly Bodies, its Physical Structure,
the Natural History of each Country, an
the Industry, Commerce, Political Institu-
tions, and Civil and Socisl State of All
Nations. Second Edition; with 82 Maps,
and upwards of 1,000 other Woodcuts.

8vo. price 60s.

Neale. — “ Risen from the

ks ;" Or, Conduct wersus Caste. Dy

P\'l.enll!e‘v. E;;nmn NEIALE, M.A., Rector of
Kirton, Suffolk, Feap. 8vo. price 6s.

Neale,~The Riches that bring
no Sorrow. By the Rev. Ensxine Neaizs
M.A. Fep.8vo. prige 6.

Neale. —The Emaug Rgsgng
» ERSKINE
Bluces ofthe Just By O Woodeut, 1.
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Nenle,—~ The Ulosing Scenej or
Christiauity apd Infidellty contrasted in the
Last Hours of Remarkable Persoua. By the
Rev. Ereging Nzarz, M.A, New Edi-
tion. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo, price 12s.; or sepa~
rately, 65, edch. .

Newman.—Discodrses addressed
Mixed Con ons. By JouN Henny
EWMAR, Priest of the Orntory of St. Phillp

Neri. Second Edition, B8vo, price 12s,

Oldacre.~The Lasy of the Old

Squires t A S8ketche. By Cxpric OLbAcRE,
Esq., of Sax-Normeubury, sometime of
Christ Church, Ozon. Crown 8vo, 9s. 6d,

| Oldmixon.—Gleanings from Pic-
cadilly to Pera. By J. W, OLpuixon, Com-
mander R N, With Illustrations printe¢:
iu Colours. Post8vo. [Just ready.

Opie (Mrs.)—Memorials of the
Life of Amelia Opie, Selected and Arranged
from her Letters, Diaries, and other Manu-
scripts. I?iy CeciLia Lvcy BrioatwslL,
lSOe'ca&d Edition; with Portralt. 8vo. price

Stray Leaves from an Arctic
Journal ; or, Dighteen Months in the Polar
Regiona {n search of Sir John Franklin’s
Expedition. By Lieut. 8. Ossorn, R.N,
Commanding H M.8.V. Pioneer \With Mup
and 4 coloured Plates. Post8vo, price 121,

L]

Owen Jones.—Flowers and their

Kindred Thounghts. A Series of Stanzas.

By Mary ANNE Bacon. With besutiful

{ lons of Flowers printed in”Coldurs

by Owen Jones. Imperial 8vo. price 31s. 6d.
egantly bound in calf,

Owen.~Lectures on the Com-
rnntlve Anatomy and Physiology of the
nvertebrate Animals, By Kionanrv Owen,
F.R.B. Hunterirn Professor iu the Royal
College of Burgeons. New Edition, cor-
rected. 8va. with Woodcuts, [/n the press.

Professor Owen’s Lectures on
the Comparative Annnm’{. and Phystology
of the Vertebrate Animals. With numer-

ous Woodcuts, Vol, 1. 8vo, price 14s.

The Complete Works of Blalse
Pascal. Translated from the French,with

| %m ,  Introdwetions fo the various
o 9, Bdi trgmlll Notes, n;l .?ppendl&n.

W Toreaie, e, Bols- post Bvo.

e

Ouptain Peel’s Travelsin Nubia.
A Ride through the Nubian Desert. By
Ceptain We PEEL, R.N. Post8vo. with a
Route Map, price 8s.

Pereira’s Treatise on Food and
Diet. With Observations on the Dietetical
Regimen suited for Disordered States of
the Digestive Organs; and an Account of
the Dietaries of some of the Prlncipul Me-
tropolitann and other Establishments for
Puupers, Lunatics, Criminals,Children,the
Sick,etc. 8vo. 16s,

Peschel’s Elgments of Physics.
Translated from the Gergau, with Notes,
by E. Weer. With Diagrams and Wood-
cuts, 3 vols. fcp. 8vo. price 314,

Phillips.—A Guide to Geology.
By Joun PumLvies, M.A. F.R.B. FG.».,
Deputy Reader in Geology in the University
of Uxford. Fourth Edition, corrected to the
Present Time; with 4 Plates. kcp. 8vo
price Gs.

L]
Phillips’s Elementary Intro-
duction to Miuirnlogy. A N‘;!vx Edition,
4 ltersiions and Addi

with »
l}){l{ J.Brooxsr, F.R.8., F.G S.; aud W.

MiLer, M.A., F.G.S., Professor of
Minerulogy In the University of Cambridge.
With Wood Engravi Post

8vo. price 18s.

Phillips.—Figures and Descrip-
tions of the Palmozoic Fossily of Cornwall,
Devon, and West Somerset; observed in
the course of the Ordnance Geolugknl Sur-
vey of that Dytrict. By Joun Purcrres,
M’A. ete.  8vo.with 60 Plates, price 9s,

Captain Portlock’s Report on
the Geology oPthe County of Londonderry,
and .of Parts of Tyrope and Fermanagh,
examined and described under the Autho-
nty of the Master-General and Board of
Ordnance. 8vo.with 48 Plates, price 244,

Power’'s Sketches in New Zea-
land, with Pen and Pencil. From aJournal
kept in that Country, from July 1846 to
June 1848 With Plates and Woodcuts.
Pout 8vo. 121,

Psychological Inquiries, in a
Beries of Bssays intended to illustrate the
Influence of the Physical Organisation on
the Mental Faculties. Fcp. 8vo, price 6s.
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Pulman's Vade-Mecum of Fly-
Fishing fur Trout; beinga con’)lete.l’nc-
tical Treatise ou that Bragch of the Art of
Angling ; with plain and coplous Instruc-
tions for the Manufgcture of Artificlal Flies.
Third Edition, with Woodcuts, Fep, 8ve.
price 6s.

Pycroft’s Oourse of English

Reading, ‘d"l’:“d to every Taste and Ca-
pacity ;' With Literary Anecdotes. New
and cheaper Editiou. Fcp.8vo. price §s.

Dr. Reece’s Medical Guide for

the use of the Clergy, Heads & ¥Families,
»ﬁchuul!u. and Junior Medical P@ectitioners:
i pl odern D
tory, and a Practical T'reatise on the distin-
guishing Symp! Causes, P iou,
Cure, and Palliation of the Diseases incident
to the Humun Frame. Seventeenth Edition,
corrected aud enlarged by the Author’sy
Son, Dr, H. Regce, M.R.C.8. etc. 8vo.
price 125,

Rich's Illustrated Companion

to the Latin Dictiouary and Greek Lekicon:
Forming n Glossury of all the Wor(s repre-
senting Visible Objects connected with the
Arts, Manufactures, and Every-day Life of
the Ancients. With Woodcut Representa-
tions of ‘early 2,000 Objects from the
Antique, Post 8vo. price 213,

Sir J. Richardson’s Journal of

a Boat Voyage through Rupert’s Land gnd
the Arctic Sea, in Search of the Discovery
Ships under Command of Sir John Franklin.
With an_ Appendix on the Physical Ges
pnp&‘ of North America; a Map, Plates,
and Woedcuts. 2 vols, 8vo. price 8ls. 6d.

Horsemanships or, the Art of
Riding and Managing a Horee; adapted to
the Guidance of Ladies and Gentlemen on
the Road and in the Field ; With Instruc-
tions fur Breaking in Colts and Youn
Horses. By Captaln RicuArbson, Iate o
the 4th Light Dragoons. With § Ling Eu-
gravings. Square crown 8vo. price 142, ¢

Riddle’gE Complete Latin-Eng-

lish and English-Latin Dictionary, for the
use of Colleges aud Schools. New and
cheaper Edtﬁlm. revised and corrected
8vo. 214,

TheEnglish-Latin Dictionary, 7s
Separately { 'l‘heLna:-Englthicﬂomry.'laa,

Riddle’s' Copious and Oritical
Latin. English Lexicop, founded on the
German-Latin Dictionaries of Dr. William
Freund. New and chéaper Edition. Post
4to, price 8is. 8d. . B

Riddle’s Diamond Latin-Eng-
lish Dictionary ¢ A Guide to the Meaning,
(ﬂuﬂhy, aud right Acceptuation of Latin
Classical Words, “Rpyal'32mo, price 4s.

Rivers's Rose-Amateur's Guides

ample D P of all the

fine leading varietiea of Roses, regularly

classed in theirfespective Families; their

History and Mode of Culture. Fifth and

cheaper Edition, much hmproved. Fep.
8vo. price 3s.6d.

Dr. E. Robinson’s Greek and
English Lexlconfi the Greek Testament
A New Edition, Tevised and lu great part
re-written, 8vo. price }8s.

Rogers.—Essays selected from
Contributions to the Edinhurgh Review
By Hennry RocEns. 2 vols. 8vo. price 24s.

Dr. Roget's Thesaurus of Eng-
lish Words and Phrases classified and ar-
ringed %0 as to facllitate the Expression
of Ideas and asgist lu Literary Composi-
tion. New Edition, reviéed sud enlarged.
Medium 8vo. price 14s.

Rowton’s Debater: A Series of
¢omplete Debates, Outlines of Debates, and
Questions for Discussion; with ample
references to the best Sources of Information
on each particalar’ Topic. New Edition,
Fep. 8vo. price 6s.

Letters of Rachael Lady Rus-
sell. A New Edition. ingluding aseveral
unpublished Letters, With Portraits, Vig-
nettes, and Facsimile. 2 vols. post 8vo
price 18s. - f

The Life of William Lord Rus-
sell. By the Right Hon. Lord JorN Rus-
seLL, M P. The Fourth Edition, complete in
Oue Volume; with a Portrait engraved on
Steel by 8. Bellin. Post 8vo. price 102. 8d.

St. John (the Hon. F.)~Rambles

in Search of Sport, in Germany, France,
Italy, and Russin. By the Honourable
FeroiNAND §t. JorN. With Four colouret
Plates. Post8vo, price 9s. 84, R

St, John (H.—The Indian Ar-
chipelugo; Its Hlstory and Present State.
By Ionace St, JouN. 2 vols. post 8vo.

, brice Ha.

My, St. John's Work on Egypt.
Isle: An Egyptian Pilgrimage. By JaMzs,
Avaustus 51, Jorn, 2 vols. post 8vo. 21s.

“
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NEW WORKS aND NEW EDITIONS

St. John (J. A.)— There and
Back Again in Search-of Beauty. By
4. A.81.JorN. Zvols. post 8vo. 21s,

L]

The Saints our Example. By
the Author of Letters to my Unknouwn
Priends, etc, Fcp.8vo. price /s.

Schmitz. — History of Greece,
from the Earhest Times to the Taking of
Corinth by the Romans, B C 146, mainly
based upon Bishop Thirlwall’s History of
Greece By Dr Leovmarp Scumirz,
F R 5.E Rector of the High School of kdin-
burgh. New Ediion, 12mo, price 7s. 6d.

Sir Edward Seaward’s Narra-
tive of his Shipwreck, and conseguent Dis-
covery of certain lslands in the Caribbean
Sex 1bird Editlon. 2 vols, pust 8vo 2ls
—An ABRIDGMENT, 10 16mo, price 25 6d.

The Sermon in the Mount.
Printed by C. Whittingham, umiforml
with the T'humb Bible ; boundand claspe
64mo. price kighteenpence.

The Sermon on the Mount.
Printed on_Silvér; with Picture Subjects,
numerous Landscape and Ilustrative Vl{
nettes, and Illummated Bordirs i Gold
aud Colours, designed by M LEPLLLE pu
Bors-GaLLas guue 18mo. price in
ornamental boards, zvne Guinea; or 3ls. 6d

d in morocco,

Self-Denial the Preparation for
Enster. By the Author of Letters to my
Unknown Friends, etc. Fcp, 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Sewell.—Amy Herbert. By a
Iady. Fdited by the Rev. W. Brwrrr,
B.D. Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College,

. Oxford. New Edition. Fop. 8vo. price 6¢

Sewell.—The Earl’s Daughter.

By the Author of Amy 'Herbert. Edited
by the Rev, W, Bewzsa, B. D. 2 vols. fcp.

Bewell.—@ertrude: A Tale. By

the Author of Amy Herdert, Edited by
the Rev, W. Sewsix, B.D, New Edition.
¥ep. Svo, price €s.

Sewell.—Laneton Parsonage: A
for Children, on the practical Use of

- on of the Church Enechhm. By
ths Anthor Amy Herbert. Rdited b{ the
+ W, Szwxir, B.D. New Edition.
vola, fcp. 8vo, price 164,

Sewell.—Margaret Percival. By

the Author of Awmy Herbert. Edited by
the Rev. W, frwrLL, B.D. New Edition.
2 vols, fcp. 8vo. pnce 122,

By the same Author,

Katharine Ashton. New Edi-

tion. 2 vols, fcp 8vo, price 12s.

The Experience of Life. New

Edition, kcp, 8vo price 75 6d.

t
Readinks for a Month Prepara-
tory to Confirmation : Compiled fram the
Works of Writers of the barly and of the
English Church, Fup 8vo. price 5s. 6d.

Readings for Every Day in
Lent «+ Compiled from the Writings of
Bisuor JerEmy Tavrorn Fcp 8% Gs.

.

Sharp’s New British Gazetteer,
or’l‘n‘;mgrnphxcn) I1ctionarg of the British
Islands and Narrow dSens : Comprising con-
cise Descriptions of about Sixty ‘Thousand
Places, Seats, Natural keatures, and Oo~
Jects of Note, founded on the best Autho
ntics, full Puiticulars of the Boundaries,
Registered klectors, etc of the Parha
mentary Boroughs, with a reference under
every unme to the Sheet of the Ordnance
Survey, as far as completed, aud an Ap-

endix, contuming a General View of the
tesources of the United Kingdom, a Short
Chrouolo%y, and an Abstract of ccaitain
Results of the Census of 1851. 2 vols. 8yo.
price £2 168

The Family Shakspeare; in
which nothing is added to the Original
Text; but those Words and Expressions
«tre omitted which cavnot with propriety
be read aleud. By T. BowbLer, Esq.

R 8. New Edition, in volumes for the

Pocket; with 836 Wood Engravings from

Designs by Smirke, Howard, and other

Artists. 6 vols. fep. 8vo. price 30s,

*,* Also & Lisrary EpitioNs in One
Volume. Medium Bvo, price 2la.

Short Whisty Its Rise, Pro-
gress, and Laws: With Obscrvations to
make any one a Whist Player. Containin
also the Laws of Piquet, Cassino, Ecarté,
Crlbbuge. Backgammon. hy MajorAveees

New Edition ; to which dded, Precepts

forTyros, By Mrs.B¢® Fcp.8va. 3.
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Sinclair.—The Journey of Isife.
By CATHERINE SINCLAIR, Author ofeThe
usiness of Life (2 vols §cp 8vo price
10s) New kdition, corrected and énlarged
Fcp 8vo pricebs

Sir Roger de Coverley..From
The Spectator With Notes and Illastra-
tions by W Henmy WiLLs, and Twelve
fine W))d kngravings by John Thompson
from Dusigns by FrroFrick Tavire
Crown 8vo price 158 boards or27s bound
in mor,eco —A Cheap Fdition, without
Woodcuts, in 16mo  price One Shilling

Smee’s Elements of Filectro-
Metallurgy  Third Fdition, reWsed, cor
rected, and@considerably enlarged  with
Llectrotypes and  numerous oodcuts
Post 8vo price 108 €d

Smith’s Sacred Annals.—Sacred

Annals Vol HI  The Gentile Nations
or, IThe Histwry and Rchigion of the
Lyyptians Aﬂ{(rmm Babylc mans, Medes
Pcersians, Greeks, anl Romars  collected
from ancient authors and H ly Scriptare
and ncluding th recent discoveries h
Fyyptian, Persian and Assynan Inscrip-
tions: Formi g a complete counec®ion of
Sacr d and Ir tanc Hjystory nid shewis g
the Fulfilment of Sacrcd Prophecy By
GeonraE Smrra F AS ete InTwo Parts,
crown Bvo price 125

By the same Author,
Sacred Annals: Vol. I. The

Patriarchal Age or Researches into the
History and Religion of Mankind from th
Creation ot the World to the Death ofs
Isaac  Crown 8vo price 108

Sacred Annals: Vol. II. The
Hebrew People «r The History and Re
ligion of the Israehtes, from the Otigin of
the Nation to the Time of Christ  In Two
Parts, crown 8vo price 128

The Works of the Rev. Sydney
Smith , wmcluding his Contributious tothe
Fdinburgh Review  Three Editions, as
follows —

1 Lisrary Eprrron (the Fourth), in 8
vols 8vo with Portrait, price 86s

2 Complete in ONE VorLomg, with Por-
trait and Vignette  Square crown
8vo price 218 (loth , or 30s calf,

8 A Nzw Eprrion, in 3 vols fep. price2ls

The Rev. Sydney Smith's Ele-
mentary Sketches of Moral Pl h
delivered at the R

sl Institutlon m the
Years 1804, 1808, and 1806 Second Edition
8vo price 122

The Life and Correspondence of
the’ late Robert Southey Edited by his
Son, the Rev ¢ C bouraey, M A Viear
of Ardleigh With Portraits and Lands
cape Ilustrations 6 vols post8vo 63s

Southey’s Life of Wesleyy and

Rise and Progress of Methodism New
Fdition, with Notes and Additions, by the
Inte Samuel Paylor Coleridge, Esq , and the
Iate Alexander Knox Fsq Edited by the

ev C C Soutnry,M A 2vols 8vo, with
2 Portraits, price 28

\

Southey’s Comgnonplace Books.
Comprising—1 Choice Passages with Col
lections for the History of Manncrs and
Laterature 1n Fngland 3 2 Specinl Collec-
tions on various lgmtonl sl and Theological
Subjects, 3 Analytical Readings in various
branches of Litcrature, and 4 Omginal
Memoranda, Litcrary and Miscellaneous
Fdited by the Rev J W Wanrer, BD
4 vols square crown 8vo price £418s
Each Ce 17 ook pl m it

sclf may be had separately as follows 1—

Finst SErirs—CHOICE PASSAGES  18s
28D Sl!‘smsl——SPlt.glAL COL1 ECTIONS
s

3rD S; nzs—ANALYTICAL READINGS
18

4t Scries—ORIGINAL MEMORANDA
21

Robert Southey’sComplete Poet-
1cal Works 3 containing all the Author slast
Introductions and Notes Complete in One
Volume, with Portrait and Vignette Me
diom 8vo grlce 21s cloth; 425 bound in
morocco Orin 10 vols fcp 8vo with Por
trait and 19 Plates, price 35¢

Select Works of the British

Poets from Chaucer to Iovelace, inclu

sive  With Biographical Sketches by the

late RopErT SovraEY Mediwn 8vo 300
.

Southey’s The Doctor ete. Com-
lete in OneVolume. Edited by the Rev.
W WartEr, B D With Portrait, VI&
nette, Bust, and coloured Plate New E:
tion. Square crown 8vo price21s.
L3

Sir James Stephen’s Lectures
on the History of France Second Edition
2 vols 8vo price 34s.

Sir James Stephen's Essgys in
al Bi'dll{r hy; from the Edin |
{:glgel:,ﬁﬁfew. 1?3 id‘um? 3 vole. Bvo,

price 24s,
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NEW WORKS anp NEW EDITIONS
i

Stonehenge. — The Greyhound :
Being a Treatise on tke Art of Breadmg,
Rearlug, and Training Greyhounds for Pub-
lic Running; their Diseasés and Treat-
men : Contnining also, Rules for the Ma-
nagement of Coursing Mectings, and for
the Decision of Courses. By STONTHLNGE,

ith numerous Portruits of Greykounds,
etc., engraved on Wood, and a Frontis-
plece engraved on Steel. Square crown
8vo, price 31s.

s

Stow.— The Training System,
the Moral Training School, and the Normal
Seminnry for prcnnrin School Trainers and
Governesses. x Dgvio  Srow, Esq.,
Honorary Secretary to the Glasgow Normal
Free Seminary. Tenth Kdition ; with Plates
and Woodcuts. Post 8vo. price 6s.

Dr. Sutherland’s Journal of a
Voyage in Baffin’'s Bay and Barrow’s
Straits, in the Years 1950 and 1851, per-
formed by H. M. Ships Lady Franklin
and Sophia, uuder the command of Mr.
William Penny, in search of the Misging
Crews of H. M. bhips Irebus and Terror.
with Cbharts and Illustrations. 2 vols.

post 8vo. price 27s.”

3

Tate.—On the Strength of Ma-~

terialg ; contnining various originnl and nse-
ful Formulw, specially applied to Tubular
Bridges, Wrought Iron and Cast Iron
Beams, etc. lg Tromas Tarr, F.R.AS,
8vo. price 5s. 6d.

Taylor.—Loyola: and Jesuitism

in its Rudiments. 'Br Isaac Tavron.
Post 8vp. with a Medallion, price 10s. 6d.

Taylor.—Wesleyand Methodism.
By Isaac TAvron. Post 8vo. with a Por-
tralt, price 10s. 6d,

Theologia Germanicay which
setteth forth many fair lineaments of Divine
Truth, and eaith very lofty and lovely
Things touching a_ Perfect Life. Trans
Iated by SusannAa WiNgwortH : With a
Preface by the Rev. CrarLEs KiNastEY;
sndn Letter by Chevalier Bunsen. Fep.

vo. price b6s.

Thirlwall.—The History of

Greece. Bg, the Right Rev. the Lorp
Bismop of 8r. Davip’s (the Rev. Connop
Thirlwall). An improved Library Fditiop;
with Maps. 8 vols. 8vo. price £4. 1

Also, an Edition in 8 vols. fcp. 8vo, with
Vignette Titles, price 28s.

Thoyson (The Rev,W.)—An Out-

line, of the Laws of Thought: Being a
Treatise on Pure and A F‘ied Logic, By
the Rev. W, a(msum‘{ .A. Fellow and
Tutor of Queen’s College, Oxford, Third
Kdition, enlarged. Fcp. 8vo. price 7s. 6d.

Thomsc;n’s Tables of Inferest,

at Three, Four, Four-and-n-balf, and Five
per Cent., from One Pound to Ten Thou-
sand, and from 1 to 3656 Days, in & regular
progression of Single Days; with Interest
at all the above Rates, from Que toTwelve
Months,and from One to Ten Yenars. Also,
numerous other Tables of Exchanges, Time,
and Dilc‘ounu. New Edition. 12mo. 8s.

Thomson’s Seasons. Haited by

BouroN CorNry, Fsq. Illustrated with
Seventy-reven fine Wood Engravings from
Designs by Members of the l:ltt'hing(',lub.

¢ Square crown 8vo. price 31s. cloth; or, 362
bound in morocco.

Thornton,—Zohrab; or,a Mid-

summer Day’s Dream: And other Poems.
ByWsLLunT.Tmmme. Fep.8vo.2s.6d.

Todd (Charles).—A Series of

Tables of the Area and Circumference of
Circles ; the Solidity and Superficies of
Spheres ; the Aren nnd Lenuth ofthe Din-
gonal of Squares; and the Specific Gravity
of Bodies, cte. By Cuanirs Toop, En-

neer. The Second Edition, improved
and cxtended. Post 8vo. price 64,

The Thumb Bible j or, Verbum

Sempiternum. By J. Tayror., Being an
Epitome of the Old apd New Testaments
in English Verse. Reprinted from the
K.dition, of 1693, bound and clasped. In
64mo. price Eighteenpence.

.Townsend.—TheLives of Twelve
Eminent Judges of the Last and of the Pre-
sent Cemtury. By W.C. TowNsenp, Esq.,
M.A., Q.C. 2vols.8vo. price 28s.

Townsend.—Modern State Tri-
als, revised and illustrated with Essays and
Notes. W.C. Townsenp, Esq., M.A.
Q.C. 3 vols. 8vo. price 30s.

Sharon Turner’s Sacred His-

tory of the World, nttempted to be Philo-
sophically considered, in a Seriea of Letters
to a Son. New Kdition, revised by the
Author's Son, the Rev. 8, Turwxr.
3 vols, post 8vo. price 81s, 6d.
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THE TRAVELLERS LIBRARY,

In course of Publication in Volftmex at Half-a-Crown, and in Parts price One Shilling each.
Comprising books of valusble information apd acknowledged merit, in a form adapted for
reading while Travelling, and also of a character that will render them worthy of preservation.

s

Vor. 1. MACAULAY'S ESSAYS on WARREN HASTINGS m;d LORD CLIVE ..
II. ——-——— ESSAYS on PITT & CHATHAM, RANKE & GLADSTONE
1. LAING'S RESIDENCE in NORWAY L.cvvieeeiracerscnssrssnncsnnsrssens
IV. PFEIFFER’S VOYAGE ROUND the WORLD .ieiciesracanins
V. EOTHEN ; or, TRACES of TRAVEL from the EAST....cco0us
VI. MACAULAY’S FbSAY‘S:n ADDISON, WALPOLE, and®LORD BACON
VIIL. HUC® 'I'RAVEL% IN TARTARY, €tC. sieevercscsnosascossarsoscananns
VIII. THOMAS HOLCROFT'S MEMOIRS .iieserererieianrensonssanacansonaes
IX. WERNE'S AFRICAN WANDERINGS .i.cierrenceeassiasnancsnssanens
X. Mrs. JAMESON'S SKETCHES in @ANADA ....cvvinviesncnnnscecraens
XI. JERRMANN’S PICTURES from ST. PETERSBURG ..seeieeeieasacans
XII. The Rrv.G. R. GLEIG'S LEIPSIC CAMPAIGN .,....
XIIl, HUGHES'S AUSTRALIAN COUONIES .iiiieuvsncnvstessraisasenssene
X1V. SIR EDWARD SEAWARINS NARRATIVE .. .ccviiviiiinecnnasiessencs
XV. ALEXANDIE DUMAS’ MEMOIRS of & MAITRE-D'ARMES ........
XVI. OUR COAL-FIELDS and OUR COAL PIT8 .iiivevvvererecosienstrerees &
XVII. M’'CULLOCH’S LONDON ; and GIRONIERFE'S PHILIPPINES . cevsvens 2
XVIIi. SIR ROGER DE COVERLEY,and SOUTHEY'S LOVE STORY ...... 2
2

2

2
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XIX. LORD CARLISLE'S LECTURES AND ADDRESSES; and
JEFFREY’S ESSAYS on SWIFT and RICIIARDSON ... f *=eeseeter

XX. HOPE'S BIBLE in BRITTANY agd CHASE in BRITTANY .....ce00e
XXI. THEELECTRIC TELEGRAPH ; and NATURAL HISTORY of CREATION 2
XXIJ]. MEMOIR of DUKE of WELLINGTON ; and LIFE of MARSHAL TURENNE 2

XXIIl. RANKE'S FERDINAND and MAXIMILIAN ; and TURKEY 2 6
aud CHRISTENDOM..vvveeenens

XXIV. BARROW’S CONTINENTAL TOUR;: and FERGUSON‘S Py
SWISS MEN and SWISS MOUNTAINS .. [ETTPPIN I

XXV. SOUVESTRE'S ATTIC PHILOSOPHER in PARIS and 2 6
WORKING MAN'S CONFESSIONS [PTTTORIS ERhhh

XXVI. MACAULAY'S ESSAYS8eon LORD BYRON, aud the COMIC DEAMA-} 2
TISTS ; and his SPEECHES on PAR! ;lAMls‘NTAﬂY REFORM ........

XXVIL SHIRLEY BROOKS'S RUSSIANS of the SOUTH ; and R
Dr KEMP'S INDICATIONS of INSTINCT seveevcsrees § ©0700000%

XXVIH. LANMAN’S ADVENTURES in the WILDS of NORTH AMERICA......
XXIX. Dr CUSTINE'S RUSSIA, Abridged ...
XXX, SELECTIONS from SYDNEY SMITH’8 WRITINGS, Vol. I. ...,

XXXI. BODENSTEDT and WAGNER'S SCHAMYL ; and M'CUL-
LOCH'S RUSSIA and TURKEY ,

XXXII. LAING'S NOTES of a TRAVELLER, First Serles ..covaveeroscsrcssorer
XXXII{. DURRIEU'S MOROCCO ; and an ESSAY on MORMONISM .c.csiennee
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NEW WORKS axp NEW EDITIONS.

SharonTurner’s History of Eng-
land during the Middle Ages Comprsing
the Reigns from the Norman Conquest to
the Accession of Hemg VIII. Fifth kdition,
revised by the Rev., 8. Tuanzr., 4vols.
B8vo. price 50s. s )

-Bharon Turner’s History of the
Angle-Bexons, fram the Farlicst Period to
b [ The h Fdi

the
tlon, revised by the Rev. 5, TurnEer
@ vola, 8vo. price 86s.

Dr. Turton’sManual ofthe Land
and Freshwater Shells of the British Is-
lands New Fdition with considerable Ad-
ditious s by Jorn Egwinp Grav  With

. Woodcuts, and 12 coloured Plates Post
Bvo. price 15s.

s e

Dr. Ure’s Dictionary of Arts,
Manufactures and Mines  Contmning »
elear Exposition of their Principles and
Practice  The Fourth I dition, much en
larged and orrected througl it with all
the Information compriacd n the Supple
ment of Recent Imprcvemerts br upht
down to the Prescnt 1 aud mcorporaited
in the Dictionary Mcst of the Art Ic
being entirely e written, aud many N w
Articles now  first wlled  Wath naards
1,600 Woodeuts 2 vols 8vo price 608

Waterton.—Essays on Natural
History, chicfly Oraithology By ¢ Wi
TERTON, Fsq With in Autcbhigrphy of

Author and Views of Walt u Hall New
eaper Fdition 2vols fcp Svo 102
Beparately: Vol 1 (Turst Series), o8 €d

Vol, I1. (Second Scrics), 48, 6d

.
Alaric Watts’s Lyrics of the
Haeart, and other Poems With 41 highly-
finished Line Fugravings, executed ex-
;reuly for the work by the most ¢mincnt
ainters and kngravers Squarc crown Svo
price 81a 64 boards, or 45 bound in mo-
roccos Proof Impressions, 6ds bords

k
Webster and Parkes’s Ency-
clopmdia of Domestic Econom), Comprising
snch sublects as are most immediatcly
W] 3 A#y The
Constructlon of Domestic Edifices, with
the Mpdes of Warming, Ventilating, and
Lighting them—A Description of the varl
ous Articles of Furniture, with the Nature
N gn:eh Materials—~Duties of Servants, ete
ew Edition; with nearly 1,000 Woodcuts,
#vo. price 50s.

Wheeler.-'ll!he Geography of
H, 4. evelo) 1 Fenlk

D and [1ing-
trated from Modern Researches and Dis-
coveries, By J Tarsoys WHrerer,
F,R G B. Bvo.with Maps and Plans

[Nearly ready

.
Willich’s Popular Tables for
ascertannng the Value of Lafcheld, T ense
ha d, and Church Property, Rencwad Tines,
et 1hird kdition, with'ad htlonal Tubles
of Natural or Hyperbolic Logarithms, I'n
gonumctry. Astronomy, Geography, etc

0st Byo pr.lce 9s,

Lady Willoughby’s Diary (1635
to 1663)  Printcd, or1 umented, nud bovnd
i the style of the Parnd to which Lhe
Diary rebers Now Fdition i Two Parts
Squarc fcp 8vo price 8y ewch, boards, o1,
bound 1n morocco, 185 ¢ach

Wilmoe,'s Abridgment of Black-
stone 8 Gommentdics onth Iaws of bn-
gland, mtended for the usc Lf Young Por

sons, and compnsed 1n w serics of Letters

from n bather to s Daughter A New
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