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PREFACE.

Tow reception which the first volume of
this little book has met with from the public,
induces the Aunthor to hope that a further
volume may he welcome also.  Never was

there a time when the direction of our Saviour
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to “ Consider the lilies” was more willingly
followed than now; and knowing well that
the love of Nature is a great means alike of
mental improvement and of happiness, the
Author rcjoices in contributing in any way to
its diffusion. In endeavouring to illustrate,
both by pen and peneil, some of our commonest
Wild Flowers, she has had wmuch to render the
occupation agrecable. Tt is in itself a pleasant
toil ; and while she bas heen eheered, on the
onc hand, by the approval of the highest Lady
of the land—our beloved and revered Queen—
it has been no small gratification to know, that
some in lowliest life have read these simple

details with profit. More than one case has
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been made known to her, in which some have
gone forth mto the fields at the close of the
day of toil, with 1his book in hand, and taught
to their wives and little ones the names and
uses of many of those flowers which hitherto
they had, perhaps, classed under the gencral
name of weeds.  1f they have gained onc new
idea of grace and beauty, or have learned one
Iesson of the great trath, that “ God s love,”
this hittle book will not have been written in

vain.

Dovor,
March, 1857,
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Wild Flomers.

DANDELION .— Leonfodon Turaxacum.

(ass SYNGENESIA.  Order EBouans. Nat, Ord. ComposiT.z,
Coapotsnp FLOWERS.

Toovsanns  of these * Sunflowers of the
spring” glitter in April on grassy plains and
slopes, nor will even the chilling frosts of
Christmas strip the meads of every hright
Dandelion flower.

The leaves of this plant are, on the Continent,
much eaten as salad, and are sold i many
markets.  On one oceasion, when o swarm of
loensts had destroyed the Tarvest in Minores,
the inhabitants of that island were compelled
to subsizt for a time ahnost wholly on such
food as they could gather in the fields, and
these plants were then their ehief support. The
roots are growmd, and mised instead of chicory
with coffce; but they are chietly valuable as a
remedy inJong-standing liver complaints. - The
root is for this purpose sliced and boiled, and
the decoction thus made will, i persevered
with as a medicine, prove an excellent tonie,
and will clear the complexion far more surely
than the most renowned cosmetie ean do.
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2 DANDELION.

The leaves of the Dandelion all grow direct
from  the root.  They are deeply cut, and the
lobes turn backward so as to have suggested
hoth the scientific and familiar names of the
plant. The former is from the Greek Zeor, alion,
and odous, odontos, tooth ; and the Englih name
ix but a corvuption of the Yrench Dent de Lion.
The flower-stalk is tubular. "The ball of down
which succeeds the flower, “the schoolboy’s
clock i every town,” is too remarkable to have
eseaped the notice of any, and most children
would understand the allusion of the poet,—
* Then did we question of the down-balls, blowing

To know if some slight wish would come to pass;

If stormns we fear'd, we sought where there was blowing
Some meadow flower, which was our weather-glass.”

Coles, in his Introduction to the Knowledge
of Plants, says, < If the down flycth off’ Colts-
ioot, deldion, and Thistlc when there is no
winde, it is a signe of rain.”  The abundance
of this sced renders the Dandelion very general,
and it is the more difficult of cxtirpation, as
every inch of root will form buds and fibres, and
thus produce a new plant. Our domestic animals
all Jeave 1t untouched on the pasture land.









EARLY PURPLE ORCITIS.—Orchis
mascula.
¢luss Gynaxnris.,  Ordey Movaxpria.  Nut. Ord. Oxeurnacs s,
Oreninsous TrisE.

3v the end of May several of our heantiful
native Orclis plants are in flower, and we may
find this by the middle of the mouth. 1t iy,
too, a very frequent plant, and, like its com-
panion the Blue-bell, 15 to be found - almost
every wood and on many a hedgebank, 1t
has a very sucenlent stem about a foot high,
around  which  some leaves clasp, and the
remainder grow at the root, and are very
conspicuous hy their large dark purple spots.
The Hower is strongly scented, and the odour,
at 1o time pleasant, becomes during the even-
g €0 powe x'fu]ly disagreeable, that few can
bear the plant in a room. The blossoms are
of different shades of purple, spotted with a
darker tint. The root, which is composed of
two tubers, contains a nutritions flour-hke
substance, from which the salep formerly so
much in use was made.  Salep is little used
now in our country, but the warm bason of
salep, and the old “ saloop house,” were once
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as well-known as the cup of Mocha, and the
modern coffec-house.

We have ten species of the genus Orchis,
hesides many orchideous plants which are
\L‘])(ﬂ‘df(‘(l into other genera. The Targest of
our Orchises 18 one ('ommonly called the Lady
Orchis, having about as wach resemblanee
to a lady as 1110 little fignres cut out of paper
by children. 1t is the Great Brown-winged
Orchis (Orchis fusca), a very heautiful flower
of our (’h.ll]\y pastures and woods.  The author
onee gathered a specimen from a wood in Kent,
which was two feet and some inches in height,
with a close spike of flowers as large as a buncl
of grapes.  The smallest species < of the genas
15 tho pretty Dwarf Dark-wingad Orchis (0: chix
estuluta), which is not ahove four or five inches
in height, and its petals are of so dark o
brownish-purple, that the flower looks ay if it
had been scorched by a flame. 1t is not un-
common in English meadows where the sofl
15 of chalk, and it blossoms 1 June.
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BLACKTIIORN, or SLOE.—ZPrunus
spirosa.

Cluss Ieosaxpria,  Order Moxocynia.  Nat. Ord. Rosacrx,
Rosk TriBE,

Every country child knows the bush so
frequent in the hedges, and so prized in
autumn for its small harsh fruits, which have
much the flavour of an unripe damson.  Bloom-
field describes the Farmer’s Boy, in expectation
of some young companion who has promised
to come and relicve his solitude, as placing the
bongh with its sloes over the fire, that the
roasted fruits may be his reward.  Assuredly,
the Sloe would need some such improvenent,
were it to be caten by older persons, yet we
have not despised it, when in carly days we

“ Rambled in the ficld

To gather austere berrics from the bush,
Or scarch the coppice for the clustering nuts.”

The flavour of the Sloe is much improved by
being placed in bottles underground till winter,
when 1t forms a very pleasant preserve, though,
perhaps, not a very wholesome one.

The old name of Blackthorn is approprinte,
for the trec is thorny, and the dark colour
of its bark is made the more remarkable by
the snowy whiteness of the flowers. Country
people will tell you, too, that its name alludes
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to the fact, that this blossom appcars during
the “ black winds of March,” or * Blackthorn
winter.”  They are in full perfeetion before a
single lcafis on the spray, though in the mouth
of April, both leaves and flowers may be scen
on the bough.
“ ATl other trees are wont to wear
First leaves, then flowers, and last
Their burthen of rich fruit to bear,
When summer’s pride is past ;
But thou, so prompt thy flowers to show,
Bear’st but the harsh unwelcome sloe.”

This circumstance it is, which chicfly distin-
guishes the Sloe from the Wild Bullace-tree
(Prunus (nsititic), for the latter plant, though
much resembling it, is in full Jeaf before its
flowers appear, and docs not blossom until
May.

The thorns of the Sloc-bush are very strong
and sharp. The fruits arc used to adulterate
port wine, and the leaves are said to be mixed
with tea.

Just at the scason when the white blossoms are
gleaming on our every hedge-bank, the hills and
vales of Palestine arc made gay with the beau-
tiful flowers of the Sloe and the Almond-tree.









LESSER PERIWINKLE.—Finca minor.
(ass PentaNpria.  Order Moxocynia.  Nof. Ord, Apocysua
Periwinkie Trisg.

Tue rich blue flower and glossy green leaves
of the Periwinkle are very bonu’nfn], and are
seen to advantage among the delicate Anemones
and wan l’nmruscq near which it grows.  The
plant is found more ir('qnon’rlv m woods
rendered moist by streams than elsewhere.
bhut we ean h'u‘dl\ call 1 a common flower,
thongh in many woodland spots it is abundant.
Tn 1\(‘1]'[ it is not uncommon, and in some of
our western counties it is plentiful. — In Devon-
shire it often covers large spaces of grownd
with its leaves and blossoms.  The stem is
trailing, and the wood of the shoots is remark-
ably tough, and so cord-like, that from the stem
the genus reccived its name, from vincio, to
bmd. The Dutch call it Sinn-green, or ever-
green, as its leaves are to be seen throughout
the year.  The Ttalians bind down the grassy
sod with its shoots, and from this association
with the tomb, they term it the Flower of
Death. The pistil ‘of the flower is elothed
with minute hairs, and is a very beautiful
object.
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Turdis deseribes this graceful plant when
growing in the rural garden,—
“See where the sky-blue Periwinkle climbs
Fen to the cottage caves, and hides the wall,
And dairy lattice, with a thousand eyes,

Pentagonally for m’d to mock the skill
Of proud geometcrs.”

The Larger Periwinkle (Finea majory, which
18 50 common i gardens and shrubberies, 1s
sometimes found i the bedges, but is a doubt-
ful native, being scen mostly  near villages,
where it may be the outcast of the garden.
The stem of this species is nearly ercet, and
both flowers and leaves are Lumr than those
of the kind represcnted in the engraving. A
white variety of this small speeics is sometimes
found, especially in Devonshire, and the author
has found 1t about Boughton, near Canterbury.
A variety with double flowers and  leaves
vaviegated with str: wr-colour, is also frequent
m gardens.  Both species are in blossom
during May and June, and are perenmial plants.
Their properties are acid and astringent.









GREATER STITCHWORT.—S7ellaria
Holostea.
Class Decasvria,  Order Triaysia,  Not, Ord. CARYOLPTYLLEA.
Cuickweep Trie.

Frw flowers delight us more by their beauty
than this pearly \Utcllwort which blossoms by
our waysides and among the prmu(ms of the
wood, m the month of May. T was called in

carly times White-flowered g"tss, and 15 now
knnwn m country places as the Satin flower,
and Adder’s meat.  The delicate green leaves
are almost as beautiful as the blossoms, and
tufts of these may be seen even hefore the
spring has arrived.  The whole plant is very
brittle.  Gerarde says, “ 1t is called in Latin
Lofu ossa, i English, All-hones; whereof [ see
No reason (\cvpt it be by the ﬁ"’u! ¢ Aulonomia,
as when we sy in Lngh&h, Ho 15 an honest
man, our meaning is that he is a knave; for
this is a tender ho arbe, having no such hony
substance.”

This genus is named from Slella, a star, all
the eight species having white flowers of starr Y
form. The Chickweed (Stellaria media), which
Is given to caged hirds, and the young lhuds
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and seeds of which form so valuable a supply
of food to our wild songsters, is the most fre-
quent kind, flowering and ripening its sceds
throughout the greater part of the year. Another
common species i the Lesser Stitchwort (Stel-
laria graminea), which has muach smaller flowers
than those vepresented on our pages, and is
altogether a more slender plant. It grows on
dry heaths and pastures, and may readily be
Kknown by the more deeply cloven petals. The
glawncous Marsh Stitchwort (Stellaria glanca)
has blossoms nearly as large as those of the
Satin flower, but they grow singly, instead of
being in clusters: and the Bog Stitchwort
(Stellaria uliginosa), a plant of our bogs and
ditches, has very minute white blossoms in
loose elusters, with broader leaves.

There are besides, the Wood  Stitechwort
(Stellaria nemorwm), connon among trees and
bushes, with heart-shaped leaves: the lowly
Alpine Stitchwort  (Stellaria  cerastoides), a
flower of the Scottish mountains; and the
rare Many-stalked Stitchwort (Stellaria seapi-
gera), which is found ounly on the horders of
Loch Nevis, and on the hills north of Dunkeld.









SHEPHERD’S PURSE.— Capsella Burse-
pastoris.

Class TETRADYNAMIA.  Ovrder Sturevnosa, Not. Ord. CRUeietna.
Crucrrirovs TRIBE.

Tre Shepherd’s Purse grows in ficlds.
meadows, hedges and all waste places, c¢ven
coming up, somctimes, among the stoncs of
the town pavement. Tts seed-vessels are more
conspictious than its cluster of small white
flowers, and the name of Pick-pocket, which
the farmer calls it, is common to the plant
throughout the land. The scientific name is
taken from these sced-vesscls or eapsules, and
as the plant flowers all the year, its seeds arc
numcrous cnough to make it a very trouble-
some weed in ficlds and meadows.  The seeds
arc caten by our smaller birds.

The leaves have little flavour, but they are
somctimes boiled for the table, and the young
foliage is, in spring, a commion article of sale
in the markets of Philadelphia.  Though little
esteccmed by modern gencrations as a remedial
agent of any kind, yet its old name of Poor
Man’s Parmecctic, reminds us of the reliance
once placed on its healing virtues.  The good
George Herbert, in his “ Country Parson,”
recommends to the clergyman a knowledge
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of simples, “ wherein,” he says, “ the manifold
wisdom of God is wonderfully to be seen.”
One thing, he adds, is to be carcfully observed,
which is to know what herbs may be uscd
instead of drugs of the same nature, so as to
“make the garden the shop: for home-bred
medicines are both more casy for the parson’s
purse, and more familiar for all mew’s bodies.”
He then proceeds to recite the various medical
uses of damask and White Roses, of Plantain
and Kunot-grass, and Shepherd’s Purse.  Light-
foot also says that this latter plant is recom-
mended both “ as an external and internal
application for man and beast.” How this
simple plant acquired so high a repute, would,
indeed, be a wmystery, did not all esperience
show that thc mind influences some forms of
disease, and that a remedy, little cfficacious in
itself, is somctimes rendered so by the hope
and checrfulness with which it is taken.

The Shepherd’s Purse varies much in size,
being somectimes only a few inches above the
ground, and at others one or even two fect
high. It often begins to flower long before
the stem has attained its full growth.
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WATER VIOLET.—Zlotionia palustris.

Class PrnTaNDRIA.  Order MorsvayNia.  Naif. Ord. PRIMULACEE,
PriMrosE TriBE.

Some of our still waters, especially those
having a gravelly soil, are madc very beautiful
in Junc by the flower of the Water Violet. It is
always pleasant, when rambling in the country,
to find the waters lying amid grass and flowers :

“ (reen tufted islands casting their soft. shades

Across the lakes; sequester'd leafy glades,

That through the dimness of their twilight, show

Large Dock-leaves, spiral Foxgloves, or the gluw

Of the wild Cat’s Eyes, ov the silvery stems

Of delicate Birch-trees, or long grass which hems

A little brook.”

Keats probably meant the 1Terb Robert by
the name “ Cat’s Eye,” as that is onc of its
names in country places.

Pocts have almost left our Water Violct
unoticed, for though frequent in some districts
of England, and highly ornamental to ponds
and ditches, yet it can hardly be called a
common flower. 1t is in Treland a very rare
plant, and quite unknown in Scotland. As
owr engraving will show, it in no way resembles
the violet, nor has it the odour of that sweet
flower, the blossoms growing in whorls around
the stem from six to ten in number, and the
colour being more like that of the Cuckoo



14 ‘WATER VIOLET.

tflower, which in early spring is found in moist
meadows and woods, and which is of a pale
lilac. The leaves grow around the root, and are
so plume-like as to render another name of the
plant wmore significant. Thus it is called Tca-
ther Foil, and is also known in various places
a Water Milfoil, and Water Gilly-flower.  Tts
name of 1ottonia was given by Bocrhave, in
honour of Dr. Peter Hoftton, curator of the
Leyden Botanic Garden, who died in 1709.

The leaves of this plant arc all submersed,
affording shelter to many water insects and
shell-fish ; and the root fibres run far into the
soil, while the blossom rises high above the
surface of the pond. The root is percnnial,
and from ils erown spring scveral leafy run-
ners, which taking root at their cxtremitics,
produce flowers in the following smmmer.

We have but one native species, though a
variety has been found in Northanptonshire,
bearing a red flower. 'The Water Violet is
not. difficult of culturc, and as 1t is so orna-
mental to the waters, it 1s to be regretted that
it is not oftener planted. The ripe sceds
thrown into the ponds in one summer, will
produce flowers in the following season.









COMMON KIDNEY VETCH.—dntlhyllis
vulneraria.

uss DravELrma.  Order Decaxvraa. Nab. Ord. Lecusivoss,
Pra Axp Beax Twine.

Tuis handsome flower is common on dry
pastures and hills, and very general on sea-
side cliffs.  On the chalky heights of Dovor
it is most abundant, covering them as carly as
May with its yellow blossoms, and blooming
on till August or September.  On these cliffs
Wt 13 very luxuriant, and always yellow; but
tlie Rev. C. A. Jolns finds that it has, on the
Cornish coast, a stunted habit of growth, and
it bears there, as well as on some other places,
flowers of a crimson, purple, cream-coloured,
or white hue. Linnaus remarked that in
(Eland, where the soil is a red calcarcous clay,
the flowers are red; but in Gothiland, where
the soil is white, the flowers arc white. It is
a common flower on almost all parts of the
continent, and in Portugal is usually of a rich
red hue.

The blossoms of the Kidney Vetch are
crowded into heads, which grow two together,
at the end of each stalk, and the plant is
rendered very peculiar by its clear white
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swollen flower-cups, which are thickly covered
with a short soft wool. It is in conntry places
called Lamb’s Foot, Ladics’ Fingers, and
Woundwort.
* Along the expanse of lengihening meads were flung,
Mingled with Tady Smocks and Daisies white,
Lamb’s Foot and Speedwell, and the lovely sight
Of Hawthorn blossom, fragrant on the gale.”

Gesner first aseribed to this plant its vulne-
rary properties, but saving that it is downy’
and soft as lint, thesc are not very apparent.
Baxter quotes Threlkeld, who says that it
was regularly sold in his time, 1726, in the
markets of Treland, by the name of staunch,
becanse of its astringent propertics.

The plant has heen recommended on high
anthority as affording good pasturage for sheep,
and a good vellow dye may be obtelned from
its petals. It is the only Britigh species; but
some garden kinds obtained from the south
of Burope have a much greater quantity of
down on the flower-cups.









RED DEAD NETTLE.—Zamium purpurenn.

less INDYNAMIA.  Order Gynnoserrvia,  Nal. Ord. Lasiara.,

Lasrate Tripe.

Even while winter ts still with us, and before
we have begun to ook for the wild flowers,
the little blossom of this Dead Nettle gladdens
us on the hedge-bank.  Perhaps, some sunmy
morning of February tempts us to a walk in
the rural lane, and we are there reminded of
Clarc’s description of the joy with which
children hail the unexpeeted gleam.

“ And oft in pleasure’s dreams they hie
Round homestead by the village side,
Scratching the hedge-row mosses by,
Where painted pooty shells abide:
Mistaking oft the ivy spray
For leaves that come with budding spring,
And wondering in their search for play,
Why birds delay to build and sing.”
Even then, however, the children may gather
a small nosegay, for winter has a few wild
flowers, and our Dcad Nettle, with its dull
purplish-red bloows, and the Daisy and Dande-
lion, and the Blue Ivy-leaved Spceedwell, and
the Grey Procumbent Speedwell, or Winter
YOL. 1I. c
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Weed, are the forerunners of the multitudes
of spring.

This Dead Nettle is to be found at all parts
of Britain, and is in bloom until September.
The upper leaves have usually a purplish tinge,
and are covered with silky hairs.  Linnaxus
tells us that this plant is commonly boiled in
Upland for greens, and old herbalists record a
similar usc of the Dead Nettle in our own land.
Itis also in great esteem among country people,
as a healing application to wounds.

The genus Lainium received its name from
the Greck, Laimos, a throat, from the shape of
the flowers. The Labiate or lipped tribe of
plants in which it is included, are all whole-
some, and most of them are fragrant and
aromatic, though the odour of the Dead Nettles
is not agreeable. Many very useful plants, as
the sage and different kinds of mint, belong to
it. They have all square stems, opposite leaves
and two-lipped blossows, and red, purple, and
lilac, are their most common colours.









COWSLIP.—Primula veris.

¢ lass PENrANDRIA.  Order Moxoeynia. Net. Ord. PRINULACEZ.
Privrose TRIsE.

Tuis flower is in many counties called
Paigle. Several rustic practices arc connected
with it. Some of our old herbalists, who in
their zcal for the simples and herb-drink
which they recommended, lost no opportunity
of declaiming against the ¢ drugs™ of the
physician, praise very highly the ointment made
of Cowslip pelals, and one of them says, “ Our
city dames know well enongh that the distilled
water of the cowslip adds beanty, or at Jeast
restores it when lost.”  The omtment is still
used in villages to remove freckles and sun-
burn.  Then the Cowslip is a source of con-
tinual delight to the children, who ingeniously
make the flowers up in balls. This is done
by picking oft the clusters from the tops of
the stems, and hanging a number of them
across a string stretched hetween two chairs.
Great pains are taken to press the flowers
carcfully together, and to draw up the string
so as to bring them into a ball. The Cowslip
gatherer, who has made many of these balls,
knows well how important it is to their round-
ness, that all the flowers should be fully blown,
and will search far and wide over the meadows
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to find the blossoms in perfection. A pleasant
and even medicinal wine is made of the Cowslip
bell, and the leaves are often boiled for the table;
but our beautiful plant is disliked by the agri-
culturist, for it is not caten by cattle, and the
large leaves occupy much room on the ficld.

The Cowslip is in blossom dnring April and
May. It is often introduced into gardens, but
cultivation soon changes its colour, and it
beeomes first an orange brown, and aftcrwards
a deep red.  Our old poets, as Shakspeare,
Milton, and Ben Jonson, have noticed this
flower, nor have modern Pocts overlooked it.
The “ Freckled Cowslip—"

“ Ciuque spotted like the crimson drops
T’ the bottom of a Cowslip ;”
and
“ Cowslips wan that hang the pensive head ;”

are familiar descriptions.  Ben Jonson makes
one in the Shepherd’s Ioliday to exclaim :—

“ Strew, strew the smiling ground
With every flower, yet not confound
The Primrose drop, the Spring’s own spousc,
Bright day’s eyes and the lips of cows,
The garden star, the queen of May,
The Rose to crown the holiday.”









SEA CABBAGE.—Brassica oleracea.

Class TETRADYNAMIA.  Order SiLlQuosa.  Naf. Ord. Crucirera:,
Cruciverovs Trise.

Tmis is a plant peculiar to the sea-shores,
and is very abundant on many cliffs there.
At Dovor no flower, save the bright bluce
Viper's Bugloss of swnmer, is so ornamental
to the chalky heights; and from May to
August its handsome pale yellow clusters may
be secn from the sca-beach far away. Kven
when the autumnal winds sweep in with wild
music among the hills, shaking the long woody
stems of the Cabbage plant as they hang out
in tufts from the crevices, even then we may
find a few blossoms sheltered by some prowi-
nence; and lingering in delicate beauty till
winter. Nor when all the flowers are gonc
docs the plant cease to lend a grace to the
spot. The leaves are richly tinted with dark
green, or pale yellow, or with delicate lilac, or
rich deep purple, the surface being well covered
with that greyish-white powder so common on
the leaves of sea-side plants. The lcaves of
the stem are oblong, but those around the
root are waved and fleshy. Though very
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bitter in their uncooked state, they may, by
repeated washings, be rendered fit for food,
and they are often boiled and eaten at sea-
coast towns. At Dovor they arc gathered by
hoys from the cliffs, and carried about for sale.
This plant is the origin of all the several kinds
of garden Cabbage. The nume of the genus
is from the Celtic Bresic, Cabbage.

The Isle of Man Cabbage (Brassica Mo-
nensis) 1s another sea-side specics. It grows
on sandy sca-shores on the north-western coasts
of Britain, and its bright lemon-coloured blos-
soms, veined with purple, appear in July. The
genus Brassica contains, besides, the Common
Wild Navew (Brassica campestris), frequent
on field borders, and very similar in appearance
to the Charlock. The Rape or Coleseed
(Brassica. Napus), which s cultivated for the
oil of its seeds, and the Common Turnip
(Brassica Rapa), are also enumerated amony
British plants, both being often found on waste
places, but they are not truly wild.









GREAT WATER PLANTAIN.—lisiin
LPlantago.
“laes Ilpxanoria. Order Porveyaia. Nut. Ord. AvisMacez.
Warer-Pranrain Trise.

T'mis plant is made more conspicuous by its
large leaves and tall stems, than by its muner-
ous but small blossows of a delicate lilac hue.
It often attains the height of three or four
feet, the leaves being all on long stalks, and
arising from the root. Tt is to these thickly-
ribbed leaves, so like those of the plantain,
that the plant owes its name. It is also known
in villages as the Great Thrumwort. The genus
is supposed to be so called from the Celtic «lis,
water. 1t is in blossom from June to August.

The Water Plantain has long been held in
repute as a cure for canine madness, and is said
still to be regarded as efficacious for this malady
over the greater part of the Russian Einpire.
“We are told,” says Dr. George Johnston,
“that in the government of Isola it has never
failed of a cure for the last twenty-five yecars.”
Reduced to powder it is spread over bread
and butter, and eaten. Two or threc doses
arc said to be sufficient in most cases to remove
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the illness, and it is said to cure mad dogs
themsclves, “but,” adds our exccllent natu-
ralist, “ this also is vanity!” In America it
is renowned as a remedy against the blite of
the rattlesnake.

The tubers of the Water Plantain, like those
of the Water Arrow-Hecad, contain a nutritious
substance, and are eaten by the Kalmuck
Tartars. Baron Haller remarks, howcever, of
the leaves and stems, that their acrimonious
qualities almost equal those of the Crowfoots,
and says that the plant has often proved fatal
to kine and other animals. If externally applied
it will blister the skin.

We have two other British species. 'The
Lesser Water Plantuin (Alismee ranunculoides)
is not uncommon in peaty bogs. lts flowers
are larger and paler, but the whole plant is
much swaller than the Great Thrumwort.
The floating Water Plantain (AMlisma nalans)
is found ouly on lakes among the mountains
in Cumberland and North Wales, and very
rarely in Scotland. Its flowers grow smo']v,
and its long-stenmed leaves float on the
water.









PRIMROSE.— Primula vulyaris.

Olnss PENTANDRIA,  Order Moxoavynia. Nut. Ord. Prinuracta.
Provrose Trine.

Ouw primrose well descrves its name (Priwa
rosa, the first rose), for though in the ficld the
daisy may have preceded it, it is the first of
the woodland flowers.  Even i Febroary,
“The woodman in his pathway down the wood

Crushes with hasty feet full many a bud

Of early primrose ; yet if timely spied,

Shelter’d sume old half-rotten stump heside,

The sight will cheer his solitary hour,
And urge his feet, to strive and save the flower.”

This blossom s commonly deseribed  as
sulphur-coloured, but, as the Rev. C. A Jolns
has remarked, « the colour of the flower is so
peculiar as to have a nane of its own; artists
maintaining that primrose-colour is a delicate
green.”  Our old English  poct,  Edmund
Spenser, thus characterises its tint :—

“ A orimson coronet
With daffodils and damaske roses set ;
Bay-leaves betweene,

And primroses grecne
Embellish the sweet violet,”
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The flower is in full bloom from March till
May, in woods and on banks. It is loft un-
touched by cattle, not one of the primrose tribe
being relished by any animals save swine.  The
petals are gathered by country people and made
wto an omtment, which, though highly prized in
villages, cannot be a v unvd» of any g arent power.

We have two other wild primroses, besides
the Oxlip and the Cowshp, which are also
included i the genus. The Oxhip Primrose
(Lrimuda clatior) is nuch like o Jarge cowslip,
but it is not a common flower. 'The Bird's
Kye Primrose (Primula farinosa) is a very
lovely plant, with blossoms of a pale lilac-
purple. It is not uncommon on mountainous
pastures i the North of England.  Tts leaves,
stews, and flower cups, are sprinkled with a
fine white powder, and it has a musky odour.
The Scottish Prinwose (Premwle Scotica) is
much like it, but is a still more beautiful plant,
though smaller and stouter in its habit.  The
last, hnw(-.\'vr, 18 a rare species, found only in
the Orkueys, aud in o fow places in the North
of Scotland. Neither of these lilac primroses
is a spring flower, both appearing in July.
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FIELD MADDER.—Skerardia arveasis.

Closs Terraworia,  Order Moxocya1s.  Naf, Ord, Runtacioz,
Mapper Trise.

Our little plant, with its small tufts of lilac
blossoms, and its whorled leaves, is of so
lumble a growth as to cscape the notice of
many cven who Jove wild flowers.  Yet the
field which the young blades of corn arc
colouring with tender verdure, or where the
Trefoils are thickly clustering, often hides
among its produce this unble weed ; and,
frequent as 1t 1s in all cultivated lands, it is
rarcly absent from those whose soil is of
gravelly nature.  The stems all spread around
the roots over the ground. The whorls con-
tuin about six leaves, and the little clusters
of flowers are sometimes almost hidden among
the whorl at the end of the stems. It is in
bloom from May to August. The name of
Sherardia was bestowed upon it in memory of
James Sherard, the eminent English botanist,
whose valuable herbarium is still preserved at
Oxford ; though so small a plant, and one of
no particular use to man, might scem but little
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fitted to commemorate a man whose botanical
science was much esteemed.

The name of Madder would suggest that
our little plants afforded the dye well known
to be yielded Dy the roots of a plant of that
name.  But the Dyer’s Madder 1s the Rubin
linetoria of the south of Kurope, and our plant
only rescubles 1t in the mode of growth; in
its whorled lecaves and its four-cleft blossoms,
and not in the nature of its juices. The natural
order Rubiacew, in which our little flower, as
well as the true Madder are included, is one of
the largest known tribes of plants, containing
more than two thousand eight hundred specics.
The group to which the Ficld Madder belongs,
characterised by its starry growth of leaves,
has by some Dbotanists been separated into a
distinct order under the name of Stellate.

The Field Madder is the only British species
of Sherardia, but we have, in gardens, a pretty
little yellow flower, the Wall Sherardia, which
15 a native of Italv.
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COMMON WALLFLOWER.—Cheiranthus
Cherri.
(Tass TrrrADYRAMIA,  Order Siniguosa,  Nat, Ord. CruCIFER,
Crucrrereus T,

Our wild Wallflower gleaming on the old
wall or ruined tower, so early n spring, is
weleome alike for its beauty “and fragrance.
It thrives amid March winds and  April
showers, and may now and then be found in
blossom in colder seasons ; hence, Gerarde says
of it, “ The people in Cheshire doe call it
Winter Gillyflower.”  The specimen  from
which the illustration was made, was gathered
from the cliffs of Dovor ; v»hcrc, as on the
walls about that ancient town, the Wallflower
is most plentiful. Moir, as well as mauy
other pocts, have sung its praises.

“TIn the season of the tulip cup,
When hlossoms clothe the trees,
"Tis sweet to throw the lattice up
And scent thee on the breeze:
The butterfly is then abroad,
The bee is on the wing,

And on the hawthorn by the road
The linnets sit and sing.”
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We have but one British species of this
plant ; and the garden-Wallflowers, in all their
hues of brown and ycllow, and their double
petals, are but varietics of this. We never
find 1t in a wild state, however, with the
drooping petals which it has in the garden,
and it is usually much more shrubby when
uncultured. Tt remains in blossom more or
less, through the summer, delighting in the
driest soils. It is a favourite flower through-
out the East, growing on ruins and walls there,
as with us, and cherished, too, as a garden
flower. The name of the genus is derived
from the Arabic Aleyry; but this word is
applicd by the Arabs to a genus of red
flowers, similar to it in little but fragrance.
Like all cruciferous plants this is perfectly
wholesome, though too pungent to be used as
food for man. It is, howcver, effectual as a
remedy against maladies to which sheep are
liable, and is sometimes sown with thyme and
parsley on pasture lands. Our forefathers
called it Yellow Violet, and the Dutch still
term it Fiolier, and the Spaniards Fioletle
Aaarella,









SILVER WEED.—Polentilla anserina.

Class Icosaxpria,  Order Porvaysia. Nal. Ord. RosAcEE.
tosg Trizk.

Tuis little plant is known also in country
places by the name of Trailing Tansy, from
the similavity in the shape of its leaf to that
of the fragrant herb.  In olden times it was
called drgentina.  The leaves, which are very
numcerous, are covered, cspecially on therwr
ander surfaces, and in an carly stage of
growth, with numcrous silky hairs, giving
them the silvery hue which suggested one of
the familiar vames of the plant.  The flowers
are yellow, and soft like velvet.

« And Silver Weed with yellow flowers,

Half hidden by the leaf of grey,
Bloow’d on the bank of that clear hrook,
Whose music cheer'd my lonely way.”

The plant is very common by road-sides
and on moist mecadows, and the leaves may
he seen there during the greater part of the
year; the flowers appear in June and July.

The roots of the Silver Weed are eaten
cither roasted or hoiled by the Scottish pea-
santry, and children i rural districts of
England sometimes lay them over a brisk fire,
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and then cat them.  They are very small, but
to some of us in childhood they seemed quite
as pleasant as the fruit of the chestuut.  Ray
says that in his time the boys called them Moors,
andl adds, that in the winter scuson they dug
them up and ate them.  Ile also observes t]ml
he has scen them rooted up and  cagerly
devoured by swine.  In scasons of scarcity
they have somctimes scrved the purposes of
bread, and the poor people of the isles of Tiray
and Col have been, on more than one occasion,
ahnost entirely indebted to these small roots
for their daily food.

A friend, whose carly home was a Highland
manse, has deseribed 1o the writer how ewrm]}
this p].mt was gathered m summner time by
the female part of the houschold, and steeped in
buttermilk to remove the freckles and brown-
ness which the sum had brought to the fair
check. Tt was an old advice of the herbalist
thins to use the plant. It wus to be soaked in
butter-milk uine days, and maidens were pro-
mised that if they would “ wash their faces
therewith, it vcou]d make them looke very
faire and beautif









COMMON SOW-THISTLE.—Sonc/hus

oleraceus.

(lase SyseENEsiA. Order Borans. Nat, Ord. Conrosrra.
Comrouxp Frowgns.

Trose whose early lives were passed in the
country, well know this common plant, which
is in great request as food for the tame rabbit,
and 1s equally well relished by wild rahbits and
hares. I is often called Milk Thistle from its
milky juices, and on the same aceount the
French call it /e Laiferon, though the true
Milk Thistle is a prickly plant with a deep
purple flower, amd has mlky white veins in its
leaves,  The juice of the Sow-Thistle is very
similar in its nature to that of the Dandelion
and Succory, but it is not used m medicine,
The plant, though a favourite food with many
animals, espeeially the sheep, is disliked by
horses.  The young and tender leaves of the
smooth vuricty are, when cooked, thought
superior in flavour to our garden spinach. The
yellow radiate flowers way be seen from June
till September, and the plant grows commonly
in waste places, as well as among the weeds of
the gardeun.

The Corn Sow-Thistle (Somchus arvensis)
blooms rather later in the summer, and bears
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larger yellow blossoms. It is frequent in corn-
ficlds and in waste places. The tall Marsh
Sow-Thistle (Sonchus palustris), with numerous
large yellow flowers, and hairy flower-cups.
grows on marshy lands, but is not a comnmon
plant. Tt is found on the Isle of Ely, about
Greenwich and Blackwall, at Croydon, and some
other places.  The Alpine Sow-Thistle (Sonchas
Alpinus) is rarer still, and very casily known
from all the other species by its blue blossoms
T'his handsome plant occurs on rocky places, by
the sides of rivulets in the Clova mountains.
1t is three or four feet in height. '

Several species of Sow-Tlistle are, in other
lands, caten as food, and one, common in
North  America, the Small-flowered Sow-
Thistle  (Sowchus  Floridanusy, which the
American settlers term the Gall of the Earth,
is renowned as a cure for the bite of the
rattle-snake.  The genus is named from the
Greek word sof/, in allusion to the soft and
feeble stews of most of the plants which comn-
pose it.  Some very handsome species are
cultivated in gardens; they have all yellow or
blue flowers.









RAGGED ROBIN.—ZLychnis Flos-Cuculr.

tss DEcANDRIA. Order PERTAGYNIA. Nat, Ord.CARTOPUYLLE
Pk Tris.

Tuis pretty rose-coloured blossom shares
with several others of the saume season the
name of Cuckoo-flower.  Qur {forefathers
watched the various connexions between natu-
ral objects with more attention than do men
of modern times. The fields and lancs were
the pages of their almanac. They had their
Cuckoo - flowers, and Swallow - worts, and
Wake-Robins ; and they never forgot that the
flowers and the birds came together to bless
the green carth, and to fill the air with life
and song. They had their old rustic pro-
verbs, which told that the blossom of the Sloe
should be the time for the sowing of the barley,
and the bursting of the Alder-boughs the
scason when the cel should stir from 1ts winter
quarters and might be taken.  The loud note
of the cuckoo was associated with the Wood
Sorrel, for that was called Cuckoo’s-meat ; and
the Barly Orchis, the Arum, the Wood Ane-
mone, aud the Lady’s Smock, still in country
places have the name of Cuckoo’s-flower, The
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latler plant (Cardamine pratensis) is said by
Gerarde to be the true Cuckoo-flower, and
Shakspearc’s “ cuckoo buds of yellow hue”
arc prohably the Buttercup, or the equally
carly blossoming Marsh Marigold.

Our Ragged Robin grows abundantly in
wany mwoist meadows, and rises above the
grass so as to he very conspicuous, being one
or two feet high. It blooms by the latter end
of May and during June, and the petals are so
deeply jagged as to have quite a ragged
appearance.  The upper portion of the stem
18 clammy, and the lower somewhat hairy.
This plant s also known in country places
as the Bachelor’s Button. The French call
it Lyehwide.  We have four native species of
the Lychuis genus, all scentless, but having
pretty rosc-coloured flowers, in onc specics
variing to white.









CORN-COCKLE.—Agrostemma Githayo.

{lass Decaxdria. Order Pentacysia. Nal, Ord. CArvoruviies
Poxx Turise,

As we have o flower which is called Qmm
of the Meadows, so the corn land bax its regud
adorument, Agrnstonuna, signifying the Crown
of the Ficld.  Several of our most showy wild
flowers grow among the ripening or npvmd
corn.  The Searlet Poppy, the rich Blue Sue-
cory, or deeper-tinted corn Blue-bottle. the
Ycllow Marigold, and the Lilac Seabious, ave
all beautiful, but not one i1s mwore so thay our
rich purple Corm-Cockle.  None of  these
Howers 1s welcome 1o the cultivator, least of
all 1s the Cocklc “ What ote 1t doth
among corne!” says Gerarde; “ the spoyk
unto ln' wad, as well i colour, taste, and un-
wholesomeness, is better known than desired.”
The handsome black glossy seeds are large and
heavy ; and the husks, hreaking so fine as to
elude the miller’s care, hll the corn with black
specks.  There scems no doubt, too, that the
flour mixed with that of the wheat, would, if
L\ls’rmg In any great quantlty, bc very per-
mcious. M. ’\Iuhpert in conjunction” with
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M. Bonnet, proved the sceds to he poisonous,

and these botanists ascribe this to the fact of
their containing the soapy principle (saponine)
which oceurs in the seeds both in their unripe
and matured states, and which also is found 1n
the root of the plant.

As the sceds are numerous, the Corn.
Cockle is abundant on ill enltivated soils, the
only means of eradicating it being by pulling
it up by the hand before it comes into flower.

Some seeds, called Git, or Gith, were em-
ployed by the Romans in cookery, and were,
i all probability, those of the Fenncel-flower,
which are not only black in colour, but aromatic
mn flavour.  Those of the Corn-Cockle resemble
them in appearance, though not i propertics,
and hence the specific narue of Githago.  This
is the only British species. It is in blossom
in June and July. The stems are downy, and
it is most frequent on dry and gravelly soils.
The French term it Ze niclle, and the Duteh
name it Koornvlam. That very common flower
of the garden, called the Rose Campion, or
Prick-nose, is the Agrostemma Coronaria, and
is a native of Ttaly.
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WHITE OX-EYE.—Chrysanthemum Leucan-

themiin.

Muss SYNGENESIA,  Order Suprrriva. Nk, Ord. Compvosita
Cosrorsu Frowses.

Tup large white flowers of the Ox-Eye, or
Moon Dingy, as it is wore frequently called,
arc among the commonest blossoms of the
meadow.  They are very beautiful too, stand-
ing in large clusters, or howing among the tall
grasses which are just ready for the mower’s
scythe.  The golden centre of  the flower
probably gained for it its old name of Daisy
goldins, and, like the Common Daisy and the
Butterenp, it is attractive to children,—
“TFrom the young day when first theiv infant hands

Pluck witless the wild flowers.”

Joyous little gronps of villagers may often be
seen sitting at the cottage door, or on the
eadow grass, stringing the large white stars
on a thread, or pluzv of wire, and forming no
mapt representation of a military plume, w ehile
they are well cautioned by thewr mothers not
to suffer the plant to touch the eye, lest its
acrid juice cause pain.  Ben Jonson, in enuine-
rating some of his favourite flowers, gives us



40 WHITE OX-EYL.

a goodly list of those which grow either in
ficld or garden:—
“Bring Corn-flag. Tulip, and Adonis flower,

Fair Ux-eye, Goldy-locks, and Columbine,

Pinks, Goulans, King-cup-, and sweet Sops-in-wine ;

Blue Harcbells, Paigles, Pansies, Calaminth,

Flower-gentle, and the fair-haird Hyacinth ;

Bring vich Curnations, Flour-de-luces, Lilies.”

The Ox-Eye blossoms during May :and June,
and its roots are perennial. The whole plant
v stid to be destructive to fleas and other
imseets, henee it is sometimes hung up i
country dwellings. It has hitle odour till it
is bruised, when its seent is pereeptible, and
its leaves have o slightly aromatic tlavour
when guite fresh. They have been recom-
mended by physicians as an external remedy
for xome discases.

The ouly other British species of Chrysan-
themum is the beautiful yellow flower, usually
alled Wild Marigold, (ignred in an earler
volume,) which in some parts of our country
is very abundant in corn-ficlds i June and
July, and which in fields ploughed in summcr
blossoins again in the autummnal months.  This
specics 13 an annual plant.
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MEADOW SWEET, OR DROPWORT.
Spirca Ulnaria.

Class Teosaxpria,  Order Mosocynta, Naf, Ord. Bosscrae.
Rosk Trin.

WerL does our heautiful and {ragrant flower
deserve its names of Meadow Sweet, and Queen
of the Meadows, for few are more graceful, and
few have a more powerful odour.  Calder
Campbell, in his deseription of the flowers of
the stream-side, alludes to the injurious effeet
of this scent, which, however, is not hurifol
when borue on the meadow breeze, though
very deleterious in a elose voom :—

“ Bright as the birds of Indian bowers,

Whose crimson plumage blent with green
Their cinerald leaves and vernieil flowers
Resemble, Willow herbs are seen
"T'v nod from hank+, from whenee depend
Rich eymes of fragrant Meadow Sweet ;
Alas ! those creamy clusters lend
A charm, where death and odour meet.”

The Mcadow Sweet blossoms in June and
July, aud its stem is from two to four feet in
height. When growing in abundance, as it
often does, by the side of the stream, it renders
the margins as white as if snow had fallen
there. The whole plant is very astringent,
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but though formerly used medicinally, is not
now valued. It is eaten by shecp and swine,
but is disliked by most animals. The flowers
infused in boiling water impart a finc flavour
to it, which is increased by distillation.

The Common Dropwort (Spirea Filipendula)
is not so frequent a flower as the Meadow
Swecet, though not uncommon en dry chalky
or gravelly pastures. It blossoms in July, and
has much resemblance to the plant fignred on
our pages, but the flowers are tipped with rose
colour. The root of this plant consists of
rather long tubers, which, when dried and
reduced to powder, are said to be an exccllent
substitute for bread flour, and which in times
of scarcity would be of no small value.

The only other native species, the Willow-
leaved Dropwort (Spirea salicifolia), is a small
shrub. It grows in moist woods in several
parts of the North of England, in Wales and
Scotland, bearing thick close clusters of rose-
coloured flowers in July. The name of this
genus is of Greck origin.  Several very orna-
mental shrubs belonging to it are cultivated in
gardens.









ITERB PARIB.— Paris quadrifolia.

€'loss OcraNpria.  Order Trrracysia, Nat. Ord. TaRnsacee.
Iiere Panwy Trine,

We have very few native plants with green
blossoms.  The Dog’s Mereary, it is true,
grows on every way-side, and the Black Bryony
with its loug clusters of small green flowers,
hangs about the teees.  The Adoxa, or Mos-
('lmt(,l is half hidden among the leaves which
in spring are rising up around it, but all these
green blossoms are much smaller than that of
thc Herb Paris. This plant is singular and
somewhat rare.  The peculiar arrangement
around the stem of its four large leaves,
acquired for it the name of True Love Knot,
and it is also called One Berry. The genus
was termed Paris from the Latin word par,
because of the almost unvarying number of
its leaves. It has, indeed, usually a remark-
able regularity in the number of its parts, the
calyx consisting also of four green leaflets,
and it has four yellowish green petals.  Speci-
mens of the plant, howwer occur occasionally
with three, five, or seven leaves ; the flower-cup,
too, sometimes consists of three scpals only.
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The Herb Paris grows in moist woods.
flowering in May and Junc.  'We have but onc
native species of the genus; nor is it frequent
enough to be much used by “ simplers” in
country places, though it has an old reputation
for various remedial properties.  Like most
plants with green blossoms, it is somewhat
dangerous as a medicine in the hands of the
unskilful. The leaves and berries are said to
have the properties of opiam, and the juice
of the latter was formerly applied to the cyes
in cases of inflammation. Gerarde says, that
the people of Germany in his time used the
leaves with great success, as an application to
wounds, and that a preparation of the plant
was supposed to be a “ cure for such as were

isoned.”

The Herb Paris is found in many parts of
Scotland, and at Killarncy i Ireland. Its
stem is usually about a foot high. The
French call this plant Parisette, but on some
parts of the Continent it scems, from its
fuiniliar name, to have some supposed connexion
with the wolf.









SPURGE LAUREL.—Daphne Laureola.

Cluss Ocraxvria.  Order Trigynia.  Nat, Ord. THYNELER.
Darnxe Trise.

Trus plant is conspicuous during the winter
montbs by its glossy evergreen leaves.  These
surround the stem at the end of the branches,
whichi are quite leafless below, and hence the
green coronal bears some resemblance to a
Palm.  The Spurge Laurel is common in
woods and hedges throughout England, but
is rare in Scotland. It grows to the height of
two or three feet, and its drooping yellowish
green flowers hang in the month of March,
from among the leaves, like waxen bells, and
diffuse, when the scason is mild, a sweet,
though not a powerful odour.  The berries are
of a bluish black colour, and are poisonous to
all animals save birds. The bark and roots
are also acrid, though less so than those of
the other wild species of Daphne.  The Spurge
Laurel is often planted in gardens and shrub-
beries, as it thrives well among trees.

Daphne is the Greek name of the Laurel,
and the plant figurcd on our pages has more
resemblance to the Laurcl than has the other
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wild specics, the Mezereon (Daplne Meze-
rewm). 'This shrub) grows also in the Lnglish
woods, though more rarely; and is, during
March, very beaatiful with its purplish lilac
flowers, which appear while the shrub is yet
leafless.  They are sweetly scented, and coming
at a scason when flowers are few, they render
the shrub a favowrite garden plant; but the
scarlet berries which in autumn cluster around
the stems, are highly poisonous. 'The acrid
bark is in some countries used as a blister, and
the still more acrimonious roots arc employed
as an alleviation in the tooth-ache; but they
should be applied with caution, as they produce
heat and cven inflammation if held long in the
mouth. Many parts of the plant have been
used medicinally, but its propertics arc so
violent that they should be adopted by thosc
only who well understand the nature of
remedics. A good yellow dye is prepared
from the branches.  T'his plant is the Zaurcote
/ezztzl/c of the French, and the Laureola femina
of the Ttalians.  Madzaryoun is, according to
Richardson, its Persian name.









YELLOW GOAT’S BEARD.—Zragopogon
pratensis.
Class SYRGENESIA.  Order Bauanis, Nat, Ord. Coxrusita.
Comrousy Frowsrs

So many rayed yellow flowers, more or less
rescbling the Dandelion, are to be found in
meadows and on waysides, that the young
botanist sometimes finds it difficult to determine
their species.  The Goat’s Beard ix, however,
at once distinguished from the Jlawkweeds,
Hawkbits, and similar flowers, by its long
slender leaves, tapering at the end, and curling
about almost like tendrils.  The leaves and
stems are often the only portions of the plant
to attract the eye of the wanderer, for the
flower 1y closed by mid-day.  Scveral of its
ecountry names refer to this peculiarity, us
Nooutide, and Jack-go-to-bed-at-Noou. It is
also called Joseph’s Flower, and Star of Jeru-
salci. When the blossom 1s over, a hall of
downy secds surmounts the stem, and is larger
than that of any other of our wild raycd
flowers. It consists of the numerous sceds,
each crowned with a most exquisite array of
small plumes like a shattlecock.  So well
does this fibrous coronet rescruble the form of
the flower itself, that the writer was once



48 YELLOW GOAT'S BEARD.

asked, by one anacquainted with botany, if
onc of these was uwot the skeleton of the
blossom.

The Goat’s Beard is not uncommon in
meadows and on field-borders in June and
July.  The flower-cnp ind foliage have a sca-
areen tint.  The roots, if taken up before the
stems shoot up, and hoiled like asparagus, are
scarcely inferior to that vegetable; and alnost
equally good in flavour are the young spring
shoots when eut off’ mud cooked.

The Salsafy, or Purple Goat’s Beard (Zrago-
pogon porrifolins), is sometimes found in moist
meadows, aud s similar in form to the yellow
speeies. s roots are large and fleshy, and
tapering at the ends.  They were formerly
much cultivated for the table, and were eaten
cither boiled or stewed.  Though not now
much valued by the English gardener, this
plant is still cultivated in France and Germany.
The root of the Ycllow Goat’s Beard is quite
as suitable for this purpose. Neither of the
Goat’s Beards open their flowers in rainy
weather. The purple species blossoms in May
and June,
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COMMON AVENS.—Geum urbanum.

Cluss Jcosanpria.  Ordor Pouvavysta,  Nat, Ord, Rosack.s.
Rose Trin.

Tueer are few of our English lanes or
fields, from whose hedge-banks we may not,
in sumier, gather this bright yellow lower.
Tt blooms from July to Augu.si, ity stem Is
one, twa, or even three feet high, and the
Jeaves are large in proportion to the blossom.
When the \(]hm petals have witliered, a small
round head of awned seeds succeeds the H,
forming o brown bhall, which is very con-
spicious, and which, being clammy, as well
as armed with hooked points, is well fitted for
holding to any ohject near it, and thus
dispersing the sceds. The root of this Avens
has the scent of cloves, and will impart this
flavour to ale, which it is said to preserve from
becoming acid. Placed in wine it ix con-
sidered to make a goud  stomachie, hut we
anuot  venlure to recommend Its use, for
Baron Haller says, that he has known this
root, when infused in water, and given to
paticuts in fevers, to produce many bad effects,
and fo cause dehvium.  The dry root laid
among clothes will give them a pleasant seent,
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and will keep away woths.  The roots are
well known to have mildly astringent pro-
perties, aud from their clove-like scent, the
plant. was formerly called Caryophyllata.  1f
the Avens grows in a moist or shady spot,
the root has httle odour, nor does it acquire
its scent if the season is wnosually wet. This
flower is often ealled i country places Herb
Bennet, or Gold Star.  The French term it
Benoite comunne, and the Italians give it the
name of Krba Bencdetla.

Another native species of the genns, the
Water Avenus (Gewm rivale), is a much shorter
and stouter plant than the Tlerb Beonet. Tt
is not uncommon on moory ground, especially
i Alpine situations.  Its flowers appear in
June and July; they are large, and droop very
gracefully.  Their colowr is a dull purplish
orange, marked with darker veins, and  the
flower-cap is also tinged with purple. A
varicty, which scems intermediate hetween
the two species, is not uncommon, and has
been found i Ayrshire with seni-double
flowers.  The name of Gewwn is derived from
geyo, to taste,









IHAWTHORN.—Cratequs Oryacaitha.

(7iss TeOSANDRIA. Order Moxoaynra. Nat. Ord. Bosacny.
Rese Tripe,

Waar heart does not rejoice to sec the huds
of the Hawthorn whitening on the bough in the
pleasant month of May ?  In the Jater scason
too, when its green leaves cast their shadows
on the grmmd, and when young and old meet
heneath its boughs on the village green, the
Ilawthorn-tree 1s still an objeet of interest.
When  standing alone, it will, after many
yewrs, attain a tolerable size; but. cometimes it
18 dwarfed in its growth and beeomes ne
larger, even ﬂmurrh centurics pass over it
W m‘dsvw orth describes o tree of this kind.
covered, as it often is, by lichens,

“ There is a Thorn, it looks sa old,
In truth you'd tind it bard to say
How it could ever have been young,
It looks 0 old and grey ;
Not higher than a two-years’ child,
It stands ercet, this aged Thorn,
No leaves it has, no prickly points,
1t is 2 mass of knotted joints,
A wretched thing forlorn :

It stands erect, and like a stone
‘With lichens is it overgrown.”



n2 HAWTHORN.

The scientific name is derived from the Greek
Cralos, strength, i allusion to the hardness
of the wood. Its rural names of May and
Whitethorn, arc significant  cnough.  Our
pame of Hawthorn is supposed to he a
corruption of the Duteh Hoeg-dorn, or 1edge-
thorn ; the Germans also call it Hage-dorn.

The Iawthorn is very variable in the {orm
of its leaves, and i the colour of its flowers
and fruit. 1t 1= never wore beautiful than in
its most {requent appearance of pearly blos-
<ows, but it s also somefimes covered with
clusters  of  blush-coloured, or decper pink
flowers.  The haws afford abundant food for
birds during the autuumal months.  The wood,
when it attains a good size, is vaJuable for its
Lardness; a fine yellow dye is also obtaimed
from it, and the lawthor is said by agri-
culturists to be the best hedge plant in Earope,
as it bears clipping well, and in iis carly stage
grows quickly.  Though the haws of this
species are aceeptable to children only, yet
those which grow on the Thorns of the South
of Europe are very delicious fruits.









\WWATER-CRESS.—Naxsturtivmn officinalr.

e TRIRADYNAMIA.  Order Staguoss.  Nat, Ord. Cruvcrven s,
Cruorrerors Trise.

Tuis eress, so common In the streams of our
own country, is, as Gardner has remarked, one
of the few plants which are truly cosmopolite.
A friend of the writer’s, when wandering one
eavening in one of the woods of Ceylon, was
reminded of her own carly home among the
English woodlands, not by the resemblance of
the scene before her, but by the contrast.
Gorgeous and  powerfully  scented  blossonms
grew beside her walk.  Berries, hke large clear
blue or yellow or red beads, hung on the
houghs, where strange birds and stranger
insects were rewllm'_r. A little rivalet mur-
mured at her feet, and Jovking down into its
waters she beheld with surprise and delight
large quantitics of the Water-Cress, the very
plant which in childhood she had gathered from
the strean for her meal, and which in Ceylon
was doubly welecome to the exile, from all its
interesting associations with the past.

The Water-Cress blossoms from June il
August.  The foliage constitutes a well-known
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salad, and is in France dressed as spinach.
'\lam poor people are supported by gathering
and sclluw it.  Alfred Lear Huxlmd tlmcz
alludes to 1t —

* Where the still streamlet wanders o'er the glade,
The pungent cresses grow.  Hast thou ne'er seen
The humble gatherer ply his stimple eraft
With long lithe hook doth he his harvest make,
Despoiling of its pure and whelesome erop
The unmurmuring waters : then with careful eye
Doth he assort them, casting far away
Lach leaf suspicious, and in pleasant sheaves,

All green and grateful, binding up the rest :
Now his full baskes 0llstcn< like a field
Whereon an April d.xy hath wept its showers.”

Dr. Jacob, in his “ Flora of Cornwall,”” has
an interesting note on this plant.  “ Chaucer,
hie says, *“ euploys the Saxou word Zers (cress)
to designate anything worthless,

¢ Of paramours ne raught he not a kers,’

from which perbaps is derived the phrase of
not caring a carse for anything.  Cresse,” he
adds, “1is used In the same scense in the
“ Testament of Love. ”









WILD ENGLISH CLARY, OR SAGE.
Salvia Verbenaca.

('fass DIANDRIA. Order DIGYNIA. Nut, Ord. Laviara.
Lanvrare Tasn,

Tirs Sage, which is by no means unfrequent
on the dry pastures of England, is so rare in
Seotland, that the only recorded place of its
growth is the neighbourhood of Edinburgh.
Tt thrives best on chalky or gravelly soils, and
is often abundant near the sea. At Dovor, a
meadow  Just on the summit of the beach s
sometimes,  during  May and  June,  quite
coverad  with its dark purple and strongly
arontic flowers.  These blossoms are not
very conspictons, for heing raised but a little
way above the deep flower-cup, a person little
used to them would faney the plant 1o be only
i bud, when in fact its lower is fully blown.
The stem is usually one or two feet high, and
the leaves, thongh of a darker green than most
of the Sage plants of the garden, have the
same  wrinkled appearance as thars. This
wild Sage is a native of all the four continents
of the world.

Old writers descant largely on the henefit
of this Clary in complaints of the cyes.
Gerarde’s mode of applying the remedy is not
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a very inviting one to the sufferer. “The sced,”
he says, “ put whole into the eye, cleanseth and
purgeth it exeeedingly from rednesse, inflam-
mation, and diverse other maladies, or all that
happens unto the cies, and takes away the pain
and smarting thereof, especially heing put into
the cies one seed at a tfime and no more.”

A less painful way of applying the Clary
is probably more eftficacious.  The sced i put
mto waler soon becomes invested with a thick
mucilage, and a drop or two of this put nnder
the eyelid, envelopes any particle of dust 'which
may give pain to the eye, and hrings it away.
More than this we cannot promise for the Clary -
seed, but from its old reputation it acquived the
name of Wficinalis Christi, and Clear-cye, from
which Tast oar word Clary is corrupted.

The nmme of Salvia, from safeo, to heal,
was given to the genus from the high ide:
once entertained of the propertics of some
plants included in it, which were so prized as
to become the subject of a common proverh
among the ancients. The only other British
species s the very rare Meadow Clary, or
Sage (Salvia pratensis).









NARROW.LEAVED PALE FLAX.

Linune angustifolium.

Cluss Pryrasviis, Order Pesracysia. Nat. Ord, Janex.
Frax Trisr.

Tuose only who have carcfully observed our wild
flowers, know how few blossoms among them are
of pure blue tint.  Dark puarple, pink, and lilac
flowers, in all varicties of hue, yellow of every
shade, and suowy white, are common everywhere.,
The most rare colour among the flowers of Britain
is red. The Poppy and J’nnpmml are the only
searlet flowers, and the Adonis the only ypure
erimson one,  The azure tint is not rave ke this,
for Blue Bells and Speedwells, and several others
share it, yvet the lowers of this hae are few n
comparison with the many of other colours. Hane
Chrstian Andersen deseribes Dlue and yellow ax
the prevailing colowr of Swedish flowers; ours,
perhaps, might be deseribed as yellow.

This pretty Flax, however, is of a pale and pure
blue colour, and is not uncommon during the wmonth
of July on sandy and chalky pastures, cspecially
such as are near the sea. It is remarkably fragile,
so much so that we can scarcely gather it withont
shaking its petals from the htd.”x but like all its
species, it is remarkable for the tongh fbres of
the stew.
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This Flax is very similar to the Flax of Com-
merce ( Linwae usitatissimam), but the flowers are
smaller and paler.  The latter plant is also found
wild inmany corn-fields, and is commonly cnmmer-
ated among our native plants, but it may be re-
aarded as ¥ wing sprung from sceds scattered from
some land whcm it 1= cultivated.

The Perenmial Flax (Linum perenne) is truly
wild. Tt is about a foot high, with narrow leaves
and flowers very similar to those of our engraving.
It is common in chalky fields. This species is also
cultivated for a thread or elothing plant.

The Flax is among the plants mentioned in the
carliest portions of the Seriptures as cultivated by
wan, and was one of the produets smitten by an
Bgyptian plague.  In former days mauy of our
own countrymen reared a suflicient supply of Flax
for the use of the houschold, and the spinning-
wheel humimed at the cottage doors.  The neces-
sary process of maceracing the flax in water was
very deleterious to such streams as were used for
drmkms, either by man or animals; and in the
reigns of Henry VIIIL and James L acts were
passed ﬁn‘biddiuw that any Flax should be steeped
in astremm or rivalet used for drinking, denouncing
heavy penalties on a violation of thcw laws.

The word Linwmn is the Celtic for thread, hence
linen and its derivations. The seeds of all the
specics contain vil,









WILD MIGNONETTE.—ZReseda lutea.

(Tass DovkcAnpria,  Order Teicysia.  Nel, Ord, REsepacra.
Roeker Tuise.

Our native plant has small claims to the name
of Little Darling, which was given by the
Freneh to the garden species (Resede odorala)
from its sweet fragrance. But though the
wild kind is scentless, it is not wanting in
beauty, and is truly ornamental to the waste
place, the chalky bank, or sca-chff, or old
wall, where it grows so frequently. It differs
from the garden species in having more of the
greenish-yellow hue, and its stamens are not,
hke the scented kind, tipped with red.  Its
leaves are very variable in size, and the stems
are about a foot high. This plant is in flower
during July and August, and is known in
some counties hy the name of Base Rocket.

Another species of Reseda is also common
on the waste places of chalky or limestone
soils.  This is the Dyer’s Rocket, Ycllow-
Weed, or Weld (Reseda lufeola). 1t may
casily be distinguished from the Wild Migno-
nette by its mnch longer and more slender
spikes of flowers, as well as by its less bushy
habit; and it is often three feet in height,
while it has not, like that flower, a general
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resemblance to the fragrant species.  As its
naine imports, it is used by dyers, and affords
a good yellow colour, which when mixed with
indigo becomes of a fine green. It is gathered
for this purpose during June and July, when
it 18 in full blossom, and no part of the plant
is rejected.  After boiling, cotton, wool, mo-
hair, silks, and linen, are tinctured with it,
and the ycllow colour of the paint called
Dutch Pink is also obtained from it. Mr.
Swayne says, that this is one of the first plants
which grow ou the rubbish thrown out of coal-
pits.  The root and lower leaves rise from the
sceds which fall before winter, and thus this
flower, like several others, is bicumial; the
garden Mignonette becomes a perennial if
protected during winter.

The scientific name of the genus is from
Resedo, to calm or appease; the ancients
having believed that some of the specics pos-
sessed  sedative  powers.  They applied  the
Mignonette externally to bruises. A third
specics of the genus is enumerated by some
botanists as a British flower, but it does not
appear to be truly wild.  This is the Shrubby
Rocket (Reseda fruticulosa).









LILY OF TIE VALLEY.—Convallaria
majalis.

Class Hexaxnria,  Orcder Moaoysta, Nat, Ord. Liuiacea.
Liuv T'rne.

Tuw sweet Lilv of the Valley is a flower of
the woods, and from its scason of flowering
was formerly called the May Lily, an allusion
still retained by the Germans, who term it
May-blwme.  Few of owr wild flowers are
lovelier, and though it is not common in all
our woods, yet in some of these its broad
leaves cover a large extent of ground.  Clare
has fancifnlly deseribed it among the woodland
blossoms of the early scason.

< The blue-hells too that thickly bloom
Where man was never known to come ;
And stooping Lilies of the Valley,
That love with shades and dews to dally,
And bending droop on slender threads
With Lroad hond-leaves above their heads,
Like white robed maids in summer hours,
Bencath umbrellas shunning showers.”

The leaves of this flower spring from the
root, the blossoms are sweetly scented, and the
roots arc creeping.  Berries succeed the hells,
and arc in autuun of a rich red colour, and
as large as a swall cherry : they are not often
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to be seen on the plants i their wild state, but
arc frequent on those which grow in the
garden.

The scent of the Lily of the Valley is said
to have a narcotic influence.  In Germany a
wine is made of the flowers, which is considered

very invigorating; and Gerarde says, that a
decoction of the blossoms is ¢ good against
the gout, and comforteth the heart.” 'l‘hcv
rcadlly impart their scent, as well as some
degree of bitter flavour, to water and spirituous
hqum's. An extract pl’(’pdl‘(‘d from the roots is
as bitter as that of aloes. The famous distilled

rater called Agua aurea, which was made of
the Llossoms, was considered of great value as

a preservative from contagious maladies. A
beautiful green dyeis prepared from the leaves.

As our graceful Lily is not a mnative of
Palestine, 1t cannot be the flower alluded to in
the Seriptures.  The blossom to which our
Saviour divected the attention of the disciples,
appears to be cither the Y(,llow Amaryllis, or a
species of Martagon or Turk’s Cap, hoth of
these growing among the grass of the ficlds of

the Holy Land.
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PANSY, OR HEARTSEASE.—Fiola
{ricolor.
Cluss Puxtaneria.  Order Monoeysia, Nl Ord. Viotacr s,
Viover Trine.

Tars little flower, o conumon i swmmer
time in caltivated ficlds, is, as well as the only
other native Pangy, classed by botanists among
the violets. It varies much in coloar, heing
sometimes of o delicate eveam tint, at others
almost white, or tinged more ov less with hlue
or purple; but it is so different i general
appearance from the flowers which the un-
scientific would term violets, as to he distin-
guished from them without difliculty.  The
garden Pansies, in all their varieties, from

“ The shining Vansy trimnd’d with golden lace,”
to the deep dark purple, or brown blossom, are
natives of other lands, and are, ke our own
species, seentless.  The wame of the flower is
a corruption of the ¥French pensie (Thounyht),
and our old writers spell it in various ways.
Ben Jonson writes it the Paunsé.  Milton, in
his Comus, gives us another old orthography :—

* The shepherds at their festivals

Carol her good deeds loud in rustic lays,

And throw swect garland wreaths into the stream,
Of Pancics, Pinks, and gaudy Daffudils.”
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Michael Drayton says :(—

« The Pansic and the Marigold,
Are Pheebus’ paramours.”

And Edmund Spenser:—
“ Strew me the gronnd with Daffe-down-dillie-,
And Cowslips, and King-cups, and loved Lilics,
The pretty Paunce
And the Chevisaunce
Shall watch with the fayre Flour de Luce.”

The Pansy is also veferred to by old swriters
under various other names, as Heart s-case,
Jerb Trinity, and Three Faces under a Hood.

We have another speeies of wild Pansy, ealled
also the Yellow Mountain Violet (Fiole litted),
the flowers of which, though generally ol &
pale yellow, are in sowme specimens of a rich
purple eolowr.  Thix plant grows on moun-
tainous pastures, and, thongh yare in the sonth
of England, 1s by no means unfrequent in the
northerny counties, or i Wales or Seotlaund.
A small variety of this species has also been
found in Cornwall.









COMMON TORMENTI.—Zbrinentille
officinalis.

(Yuss Tcosasvria.  Ordor MoxoeyNa.  Notk Ord, Rosacry.
Rosk Trine.

Tiosk who study plants find it difficult to
diseriminate exactly hetween this genus and
the allied one of Potentilla.  In its ordinary
form it is, as we have represented it oour
ilhustration, a flower of but four petals, but it
ocensionally varies to five.  The blossom, hunw-
ever, 1s smaller than that of the corresponding
Potentilla. 1t 1s very pretty, growing on
slender stems, and  standing up among the
grass on moors and heathy places, gleaming
thor(‘ in golden hue, among “{le are b( s and
Tluphmsy of Midsummner.

The voots of the Tormentil are very large
and woody, and heing astringent in their
nature, are wsed medicinally.  In Lapland
they are of much value as furnishing a red
dyc for leather, and the poor people of that
land tan their harness, girdles, and gloves, by
a very simple and primitive method. T]uy

chew the roots of the Tormentil, together
with some portion of the inner bark of the
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Alder, and the saliva tinged with these vege-
table dyes is applied to the leather. In the
Western Isles of  Scotland these roots are
thought to yicld a superior material for tan-
ning to that of the oak bark, and they are
there boiled in water, in which the leather s
afterwards well steeped ;s so that small as is
our plant, it is in other lunds of considerable
ceonomical importance.  The Tormentil grows
in abundance on the mountains of Killarney,
and large numbers of swine are there fed on
the roots.  Our Buglish farmers are glad to
sce it on the pastures, as it is considered very
nutritious  for sheep.  In former days the
roots were valued as a medicine in fever.

This little lower is sometimes found creep-
ing with prostrated stems over the ground, and
when in this condition, it is by sone botanists
called the Trailing Tormenti), but it is in all
probability the same species.









COMMON FRITILLARY.—Fritillaria
Meleagris.
#lass Hexanpria.  Order Monoayxva. Nt Ord, Tarisera.
Lavy Tripk.

Tur solitary drooping flower of the Fritillary
is not a very general ornament to the English
weadow, and in the northern counties 1t is
very rare.  The specimen from which our
cngraving was made was  gathered from a
pasture Jand near Coblham, in Kent, and it is
chicfly in the southern and castern countics of
England that the Fritillary is found.  The durk
tulip-shaped bell is curiously chequered with
pink and dul purple, and hence the genus
15 said to have derived its name from Fritillus,
the dice-box, which is the frequent companion
of a chequered board.  Sir William Hooker,
however, derives it from the Numidia Mele-
agris, or Pintado, whosc plumage is chequered
in a similar manner. Of old times it was
called the Guinea-hen, or Turkey-hen flower,
and it is now in some country places known
as the Chequered Daffodil, or Snuke’s Head.
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The French term it Le Fritillaire wéliagre,
and it is the Das Alicbilzey of the Germans.

This Fritillary is a bulbous plant, and blooms
in April. Tt is the only British specics, and is
often cultivated in gardens, where several others
of the kind are well-known flowers.  Such is
the handsome  Crown Tmperial  (Fritilluria
Tuperialis), which is a native of Persia.  ‘The
Fritillary is included in the Tulip group of
the Lilinccous tribe, and a glanee at the flower
would at once convince us of its similarity
to the Tulip. We have few Dritish species
in this group, but our garden is indebted to
it for some of its greatest ornamments. But
we need not dwell on the beauntics of flowers
so universally known, and whose varictics are
so nuerous, that, as old Gerarde remarked
long sinee, “ All which to deseribe particularly,
were to roll Sisyphus’ stone, or to number the
sands.”









SARLINE THISTLE. —Carlina valyaris.

(Muss SyxaENEsIA.  Order Lguans,  Nat. Ord. Comvosrra.
Comrouny Frowers,

Tuis singular Thistle is common throughont.
Burope on dry sandy or chalky places, and is
a sure indication of a barren soil.  The inner
scales of its flower-cup are of a pale straw
colour, and so glossy and firm is their testure,
that the thistle resembles some of the flowers
of the garden which we term Bverlastings.
Withmn these is a cirde of purple florets, and
if the plant remain ungathered till winier, when
all has faded save ﬂl(- outer ray of its ﬁmwr
cup, this becomes so white and shining that
it Jooks like a star cut ont of silver. Tt sonie-
times happens, however, that the yellow ray
remains perfect also, not only t}uough tlw
winter, bul during part of the following ye:
the purp](' florets hiav ing yielded to the ul]ow
down which surmounts 115 sceds.  This Thistle
therefore 15 a favourite mantel ornament 1n
country places.

The flower-seales of the Carline Thistle are
very sensitive to atmospherie changes, and in
wet weather the ray closes up in a couical
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form. Tn Germany, France, and Spain, it is a
common practice to hang up another species,
the Stemless Carline Thstle, at the doors of
the cottage, to give warning of changes in the
weather.

The common species blossoms in June, and
s biennial. 1t 1s the only British kind, and
was formerly valued as o medicine in hysterieal
cases.  The name of the genus is a corruption
of that of Carolina, which was bestowed on
the Stemless speeies in honour of Charle-
magne, to whom, as ancient legends tell, an
.Lnf\'cl pmmcd out the root as a remedy for
the plague.  This Carline Thistle has black
woody roots, often an ineh in thickness.  The
upper parts of these, as well as the flower-
cup, are tender when young, and may be
caten, but when the plmt is fully grown the
roots hecome resinous and acrimonions. Though
modern physicians would not trust to their pro-
perties as a cure for the plague, yet tradition
tells also, that the army of Charles V.o when
in Barbary, were rescued from this dreadful
malady by their means.  The French term o
common species La Carline.









TUFTED VETCH.—Vicia Cracca.

Clawss DiaveLruia.  Order Ducanviaa.  Nal. Ord. Lscuminoss.
Pea ann Beas Trive

We have many flowers which add a grace
to the summer hedge by erceping among the
boughs of shrubs or trees. There they way
be scen holding themselves up, cithar by
clasping tendrils, or” by winding stems, which
curl and cling to the branch of the firmer
plant, hanging down clusters of blossoms, or
crowning their summits with floral beauty.
Most of our Vetches have this twining habit,
and, like the graceful speeies represented by
our engraving, they can scarcely e dissevered
from the hedge without rending their delicate
stems.  Not one of thean is wore beautiful
than this kind, with its flower of rich purplish
blue, and its long silky leaves, composed of
abhout ten pairs of leaflets.  The tangling
stalks and curling tendrils enable this Veteh
to climb to the very topmost twig of the
hedges, and its stem is sometimes three or four
feet long.  Tts crowded clusters of blossoms
are very common during July and August.

Several of our wild Vetches are exceedingly
nutritive to cattle.  Gerarde thought very
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highly of the qualities of this Qp(-(-u,s, and
Dr. Plot, in his “ Natural History of Stafford-
shire,” says that this, and the less frequent
Wood Veteh  (Ficia  Syleatica), * advance
starven or weak cattle abow anything yet
known.”  All the ten species of wild Veteh
are more or less useful for thix purpose, while
their sceds afford a large supply of food to the
birds.  The carliest l)]umnmﬂ’ of the speeies,
the Bush Veteh (Pieia S(j)mm) 15 a \.lln.ll)h'
plant, beeause it shoots sooner in the spring
than almost any other kind of food eaten by
attle, while it vegetates too in autunin, and
has some green luu\"‘ and shoots rising amid
the gcnvml decay of winter foliage. It is
palatable to every kind of cattle, but though
abundant as a wild plant, it is diflicult u{
cultivation on a large scale, as it is often
devowred by the larvie of an insect.  The
Common Veteh (Jicia safiva), with its blue
and ])ul'pl(- or red flowers, is extensivdy culti-
vated in our ficlds as fodder.

The name of /7eia s said to be originally
from the Celtic gwig; in German wicken ;
bikion in Greek, and vesce in French.









SELF-HBAL—Prunella vulyaris.

CTags Divyxanmia.  Order Gyusosrermia,  Naf, Ord, LapiaTa,
Laviate Thisg.

Tk Self-heal is @ common plant on our
pasture-lands i the wonths of July and
August. At this scason, though the grass
has not the bright green of the spring-time,
yet there is a richness in the tints of the
blossomns and of the trees, which renders the
country scene truly beautiful.

“ The green herbs

Stir in the summer’s breath; a thousand flowers

By the road-side and the borders of the brook,

Nod gaily to each other; glossy leaves

Are twinkling in the sun. as if the dew

Were on them yet.”

The Labiate tribe, to which owr Self-heal
belongs, are now most numerons.  We meet
with some of them at every step of our rural
walk.  Most of them have some old reputa-
tion for medicinal propertics, and our fathers
gave to this plant several familiar names, ex-
pressive of its virtues.  They called it
Carpenter’s herb, Took-heal, and Sicklewort ;
and in old times it was a frequent application
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to the wounds inflicted by the implements of
rustic labour. Like most of the remedies
taken from the ficlds and used by our fathers,
its worth was over cstimated, but as its pro-
pertics are astringent, it was doubtless of use
m such cases.

The name of Prunclle is taken from the
German word for quinsey, for which our plant
was formerly considered a certain eare, and
which appears to have been a very prevalent
disorder from the number of plants used as
remedies for it.  Country people eall it
Bruwella, the Freneh term it Le Pranelle, and
it 1s Die Prunclle of the Germans. It is the
only British species of the genus.  The heads
of flowers, thongh wusnally bluish purple,
sometimes vary to pale lilac or even white ; and
the bracts which grow among the l)lc)ssnms are
generally niuch tmgcd with parple.

The Prunella is common to pasturc-lands
throughont. Burope, and we may find it some-
times blooming on our sheltered hedge banks,
as late as the vnd of October.









COMMON COW WIIEAT.—Melumpyrum
praleunse.

Class DipyNamia.  Order Axcrosrermia.  Nal. Ord. Scrornu-
LARINEE.

Tiewort Tuise.

Turs plant is not, as onc¢ wonld suppose
from its name, a native of woods and meadows.
It is not uncommon among the trees and bushes
of our woods and thickets, blooming in July
and August. Tts flowers are of pale sulphur
colour, and the name Melampyrum, Black
Wheat, refers to the sceds, which are very
similar in form to grains of wheat, and which
when ground with flour, are said to make it
black. It was formerly cultivated by the
Dutch and Flemish as food for cattle; and
its familiar names throughout Lurope mostly
refer, like onr English one, to its being caten
by cows. The Germans term it Der Wachtel-
weizan ; the Spaniards, Trigo de Vaca. Among
the French and Italians it is known by the
name of Melanpiro. It is usually about a
foot high, with slender straggling branches.

There are four British species of Cow Wheat,
and the purple species (Melampyrun arvense)
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is a very handsome flower. It grows in corn-
fields and on dry gravelly banks, but is not
common except in Norfolk, where, especially
about Norwich, its large handsome spikes of
flowers, of various shades of yellow, purple,
and pink, arc very conspicuons. It is not,
however, a nutritious plant, and its abundance
in the corn-ficld greatly deteriorates the crop.
Some lands in the Tsle of Wight have heen
much lessened in value by its growth there.
It is supposed to have been brought among
the graim from Norfolk into the Island, and 1t
is there called Povert y Weed. It grows only
on such corn lands as have a chalky soil. Tt
is caten by cows, but rejected by sh(‘ep.

The Crested Cow Wheat (Melwmpyrum
eristatuen) 1 also found in Norfolk, as well as
in Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, and lun-
tingdonshire ; and is a beautiful plant, flowering
in Julv, its yellow blossom having a tinge of
purple on its upper lip.  The lesser flowercd
Yellow Cow Wheat is a rare plant of alpine
woods in the north of England.









PHEASANT'S EYE.—4doiis antumnalis.

s Porvasvris.  OvderPouvoysia, Nat. Ord, RANUSCULACEL.
Crowroor TRIBE.

No other of our wild flowers can show so
rich a erimson tint as this.  The plant, how-
ever, is not truly indigenons, and was in all
probability introduced here from other lands
among graim.  In some cor-ficlds it is not
an frequent weed.  The author has gathered
it from such spots near Maidstone, and
Gerarde says of it, « The red flower of Adonis
groweth wilde in the West parts of Englande,
among their corne as Maic-weed does; from
thenee T brought the scede, and have sowen it
in my gavden for the beautic of the flower’s
sake.” It seews o all sueceeding times to
have heen prized by those who have gardens,
for we find it yet as a common border flower,
its rich crimson buttercup-shaped blossoms
gleaming in July from among its narrow leaves.
Miller, in his * Gardener’s Dictionary,” states
that great quantities of these flowers were
Lrought every year to London, and sold in the
streets by the name of Red Morocco.  Gerarde
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calls it the Rose @ rubie, which he says was
its name among the herbe women.

The name of Adonis was given to the genus
from the youth Adonis, who, as ancicut pocts
tell, was slain by a wild hoar, and whose blood
crimsoned its petals.  The fable of this youtl,
like that of Narcissus, was a favourite legend ;
for there is in Lebanon a river, ronning over a
red soil, which 1s called Adous, and said, too,
to have been stained by his blood. A reference
to the tradition as affecting the flower, is found
in several Buropean names.  Onr gardeners
term it Flus Addonis; the Trench call it
L Adowide ; and the Germans, Die .1donis
blume, or, Adonis rose. 1t is the Adonis Uloem
of the Duteh, the Fiore d Adono of the Ttalians,
and the Adonis of the Spanish and Portuguese.
Its familiar name in France is Goufle de Sang.

This is the only native specics.









COMMON CALAMINT.—Cdlumintha
officinalis.
Clerss DipysaMIA.  Order GymnospurMIA, Nl Ord. Lamar.x.
Lamare Tust

Tue aromatic odour of this plant at onee
conncets it with the similar fragrance of the
Mint tribe, and the name of the genus, derived
from the Greek, signifies good mint. A herb
tea is very fr cqu(-nﬂ) wade of it in villages, for
although the use of Chinese tea has generally
superseded that of these older mimmu.s, yet
there are many persons who consider the tea
made from our wild plants as peculinly con-
ducive to health. Nor are they, it scens,
mistaken 1 their conelustons, for we have the
recent testimony of a physician in their favour.
“ Many robust men and wowen among our
peasantry,” says Dr. George Moore, < frow
notions of their own, use infusions of Bulin,
Sage, or even a little Rue and Wild Thyme,
as a common drink, with satisfaction to their
stomachs and advantage to their health.” The
anthor knew a person residing in the country
who could never be persnaded to drink any
tea save that made of his native herbs, and
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who aseribed his uninterrupted health at an
advanced age to this habit.  The Calamint is
a favourite [)Lmt with such persons.

Our plant is very well known, for it grows
commonly on way-sides and ficld horders,
(spu'mﬂv when the soil 15 of gravel.  Tts stem
is erect and buashy, half a foot or more in
height, and its pml\lsh lilac flowers bloom in
luly 'md August.

Another species, ealled the Lesser Calamint
(Calaminlha ]\rpm‘a) IS VETY coIntnon on chalky
soils. It has the same kind of odour, tesem-
bling that of Penuy Royal. It is very similar
to t]w plant e prcscntcd hv our engraving,
though the serratures on its leaves are more
strongly marked, and it has some prominent
whlte Dairs at the mouth of the ﬂowor—cup
Many botanists consider that it is but a variety
of the commion specics, and that the marks,
mentioned as characteristies of the Lesser
kind, are not permanent, or to be found in all
specimens.









SPOTTED PERSICARIA.—Polygonum
persicaria.

Class Ootaxpria.  Order Trigysia,  Naf. Ord. Torvaoxea:,
Prrsicania Trise.

Wi have many kinds of Lolygorvm gyowing
wild, some botanists cnumerating eight, others
ten or cleven of the genus, in the British flora.
The Spotted Persicaria may be distinguished
fromt the others by its louu: slender I aes,
which have a purple spot the centre  “Phis
mark is the subject of a IHighland fradition,
and is said to have ()I'iginut('d in a drop of
blood which fell on a plant growing at the foot
of the eross, in the solemn hour of the Cruci-
fixion. This species is very common on moist
ground and waste places, its greemsh and rose-
colourcd  spikes of flowers blooming i the
months of August and September. Al the
plants of this genns have jomts in their stems.
hence their name Lolygonwn, which, m Greek,
signities many knees or joints.

There is much general resemblimee in the
appearance of most of these plants, and several,
like the Spotted Persicaria, grow on moist
lands.  Such is the ease with the Amphibious
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Persicaria (Polygonum amplibivar), which from
July to September raises its handsome spikes
of rose-coloured Howers above the waters, or
grows on their margins.  Lands recovered
from rwvers or lakes, or marshes which have
been drained, are soon quite overrun with this
plant, and if such an alluvial field he sown
with grass, or left untouched, this Persicaria
will require: much skill and trouble in its
cradication.  The Water Pepper (Polygonum
hydropipery 12 another species found in abun-
dance where water has stood, Tt s o less
showy plant, its greenish flowers heing only
slightly tinged with red. The fresh j juice of
this P(ppm' though not disagreeable, is very
pungent. from an essential ml which exists in
mumerons  dotted  glwds seattered over the
surface of the plant. The Snakeweed or Bistort
(Polygonua bistorta), which owes its name of
twice-twisted to its curling root, is also found
in the moist meadow Tand, and ln\ handsome
flesh-coloured Howers, but it is not 4 common
plant.  The remaining species ave found in
fields and meadows of drver soil.









PROCUMBENT PEARL-WORT.—Sugina
procumbens.

e luss TerraNoRIA, Order TeriacyNia. Vol Opd, CARYOPIYLLY %
Curenwrnp Triss.

Liwrves tufts of this plant may often be seen
crowding over the erevices of the wall among
the moss and ferns and other plints which
cluster there. Its blossoms have o delieate
beauty. though they need close observation to
deteet lt,,md the pw.\‘r ate stems have slender,
pointed leaves vising out of then. The plant
is in hloom t]xmwrlmut the stnmer, casting
oul nuinerous h(tlv sceds fron the siall seed-
vessels which sueeeed the hlossom, and heing
thus  prolific and perennial ton, it s very
abandant.  The gardener finds it a trouble-
some weed on his pathways. The pavemem
of the town which may be little trodden, and
the pasture land, the wayside, and other waste
places, are its frequent haunts,  Hs stems are
from one to four inches long, and it is known
to country people by the names of Seal-wort.
Break- stone, and Little Chickweed.

It 15 not casy for any but a botamist to
distinguish between this and the two ofher wild
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species.  The annual Small-flowered Pearl-wort
(Sagina apelala) is rather less in size, and is
hesides an annua) plant, flowering in May and
June, and forming tufts on dry walls, gravelly
and sandy heaths, and similar spots.  Its stems
are not so prostrate as those of the procumhent
kind.

The Sea Pearl-wort (Sugina marilima) has
its distinctive character rather more warked.
Tt grows upright, and it has usually a purplish
or reddish hue on both stems and ealyxes,
but it has no petals. It is in flower from
May to August in sca-side places, and is not
infrequent on the coasts cither of England,
Ircland, or Scotlmd. The Freneh eall the
Pearl-Wort La Sagine, and the Gerans, Der
Fierliug. Linmcns says, that its name of
Sugina, expressive of something nourishing,
is indicative of its qualities, as it is good food
for sheep.  Curtis remarks of the small-
flowered species, that there is scarcely any
plant which ripens its seeds so rapidly.









COMMON YELLOW RATTLE.—ZRki-
wanthus Crista-Galli,

ass ll]]!“;\’ﬂ.l.\. Ordey .\‘\.(,l(lbl'b’ IMIA, .A!ff, Ord. S 0
1M1 119, NUROTH
TARINEX,

Fraworr Tri.

Turk sceds of this plant, when ripened and
lying loose in their large capsules, rattle as the
wind blows over and shakes them, and thus
originated its common names.  In Ireland it
is frequently termed Rattle Box,  some
country places it is called Penny Grass, and
m )orkshlrv Hen Penny, from the seed
vessel, which is somewhat of the hlld])(} and
size of the smallest silver coin. It 1s also
termed Coek’™s Comb, and the French nawe it
Creste du Cog.

This \(]]uw Rattle is a fimn creet plaut
from ten to twelve mches i height, aud is
rendered more conspicuons by it inflated
Aower cups than by its small vellow Dlossons.
It is comunon, and very abundant on some
grass pastures and cultivated lands, vet is not
so general as to be universally known. [t
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flowers with us in June, and ripens its capsules
by the end of July: but as the ripening of its
seed is regarded by the Swedes as the scason
at which their hay should he cut down, it
possibly flowers at a different time in that
country. Tt is not a plant which ix weleomed
by the owner of the pasture land, for cattle are
not fond of it, and appear never to tonch o
hut from necessity. 1t is more plentiful in
some summers than in others,

A kind, which perhaps shouid rather be
fermed a variety than a species, is called by
some botanists the Lavge Bushy Yellow Rattle
(Rlinanthus majory. 1t 3s found in com-fields
in the north of England, and has dense spikes
of flowers, and a slight tinge of purple on
the upper lip of its yvellow corolla. - Dr.Richard-
son has remarked of this, that when the soil
approaches to peat, it almost obliterates the
crops. It blossoms two or three months later
in the year thau the more conmon plant.









TUBEROUS BITTER VETCH.— Orobus
tuberosus.

s THATELPHTA.  Qeder Dioasvria. Nof Opd, Lrauaizess,
Pea avo Beas Trire

Tiis veteh, with its clusters of blue and
purple flowers, 1s not an ifrequent plant of
the woods, blooming in May with the Wood
Anemone, and remaining in blossom o month
later than that flower. Tt is often called
Peascling, or, Wood Pea. 1t is little noticed
in Lngland, and our country people leave its
roots untouched; but they are much prized
hy the Highlanders, and Lightfoot Tas recorded
their various uses.  The people of the Seottish
Highlands know well how to make the most
of the scanty vegetation of thair native soil.
They call the root of this plant Cormeille, and
chew it in order to give a better relish to their
lignor, while they believe that o very small
portion will suftfice to allay both hunger and
thirst.  The roots are also cousidered to be
a valuable remedy against disorders of the
lungs.  Their flavour is sweet, resembling that
of the root of the Rest Harrow ; and they ave
said to be very good when hoiled, or roasted as
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chestnuts, in which way they are commonly
caten in Holland and Flanders.  Lightfoot
says, that in Breadalbane and Ross-shire, it
is @ common practice, after bruising and
steeping them in water, to brew from them a
pleasant fermented liquor.  Dickson recom-
mended their enlture in England.

Besides its uses in modern times, the plant
has an interesting association with the past
Baxter remarks of it, “ It is supposed to be
the Chara named in Cmsur’s Commentaries.
the root of which, steeped in milk, was <o
great a relief to the famished army at the
siege of Dyrrachium. 1t is also believed to
he the Caledonian food deseribed by Dio, on
which, mixed with milk, the soldiers of
Valerius’ army  subsisted, under penwry of
bread.”  We have two other wild species of
Orobus.  The Black Bitter Veteh (Orobus
niger) grows in Scotland on shady rocks ; and
the Wood Bitter Veteh is a native of woods
and thickets m the north of England and
Wales, and in the Lowlands of Scotland.









BLACK HORENOUND.—Bdallota nigra.

Class DIpyNamis,  Order GyunospErMIA.  Neat. Ord, Laviara,
Lawiare T,

Evex those who are not very observant of
tlowers, will at onee recognise this as a common
plint in all parts of our land, sive the northern
countics. There it is less frequent, but in most
places it grows on every waste ground, and
rises up by every public wayside, its dim
purple flowers and greyish green leaves look-
mg duller from the dust with which they are
coverced. It is three or four feet high, flowering
from July till September.

Although this weed may sometimes he found
far froms man and his habitation, yet it is their
general accompaniment ; and we are scarccly
off the town pavement and in the road towards
the country, before we see it growing in the
hedge.  This tendeney of certain plants to
follow man is very remarkable, and in some
others it is more striking than in this, for
several, as the Soapwort and the Vervain, are
rarely found cxcept ncar villages or towns.



Bl BLACK HOREHOUND.

Sir T. L. Mitchell, in his work on “ Tropical
Australia,” while recording that he halted
near a spot where sheep were reared, says,
“lIlerc I perccived that IHorchowud grew
abundantly, and was assared hy Mr. Parkin-
son, a gentleman in charge of these stations,
that this plant springs up at all sheep and
cattle stations thronghout the colony; a
remarkable fact, whicll may assist to cxplain
another, viz. the appearance of the Couch
Grass, or the Dog’s-Tooth Grass, wherever
the white man sets his fom,altlmntrh previously
unknown in these regions.”

The Horchound has a peenharly disagroe-
able odour, heuee its name, from the Greek
verb, to reject. It is mot much valoed as a
pasture plant in this kingdom, but the Swedes
consider it as an almest universal remedy in
the discases of cattle. It was formerly in
some repute in this country for medicinal
properties, and it is still recommended by
modern practitioners. Tt has sometimes white
flowers.









YELLOW HORNED POPPY.—Gluuciun
dutewm.
“lass Pory asvria. Ordor Mozoavsia, Aal. Ord. Paravenacra.
Porey Trine.

Fris delightful when rambling over the stony
heach, listening to the tune of the walers, to
find that a flower is bloowing eveu there. The
sands and the shingle are not very prolifie of
vegetation, though the ehff” which bounds them
is often green and gay with wild flowers; and
if it he of chalk, the hlossoms are peeuharly
bright in hue.  The Sea-side Convolvulus and
the Sandwort, with some few other maritime
plants, grow ncar to the margin of the sca,
but no flower 1x gayer or wore frequent there
than the Yellow Horned Poppy.  Like others
of the Poppy tribe, it has crumpled and
fragile petals, but so many are the blossoms,
that when the wind carries away some, others
soon succeed, and adorn the plant with golden
beauty for many suceessive weeks,  The foliage
has that delicate sea-green tint which the
botanist terms glancous, and from which it
derives itz scientitic vame. It is rongh with
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short Dristles, and few objeets are more heau-
tiful than o large leaf of this plant, ghittering
at overy point with hoar-frost. for it is green
even in winter. The eylindrical pods are
sometimes ten inches long, Jooking like horns ;
and the root 1s tapering and yellow hke that
of the carrot.  The plant is hiennial.

The sca-side Poppy blooms from June till
August, on most beachies, as well as on the
sands and neighbouring cliffs. [t is the only
truly wild species, though two other kinds of
Horned Poppy have been occasionally found in
England, and are henee conuonly enumierated
in the British Flora.  These are the Scarlet
Horned Poppy (Meconopsis phaniceum), and
the Violet Horned Poppy (Meconopsis viola-
ceunt),

Goerarde mentious, that in his time  the
flowers, leaves, and roots of owr conmon
speeies were much used as wedicine ; bat the
plant is highly acrid and dangerons.









COMMON FROG-BI'T.— 1ydrocharis
Morsus-Rane.

Closs Thgeis. OrderMoxavereina Noaf Ord. Hyprocaanwacr .,
Froe sy Tribt,

T delicate white blossoms of this hand-
some plant adorn many of our English ponds
and Takes, and are not wncommon on the still
waters of the Trish landseape, though wnknown
i Scotland. Like most aquatic plants, it is
what hotanists term soeial in its habit, a large
number growing together, and often forming
extensive patehes on the waters: the substantial
glossy leaves contrasting well with the fragile
petals. Tt 3¢ in Dlossom during July, ﬂmmng
on the sarface, and =ending long radicles from
the stem, which penctrate far down in the
soil at the bottom of the pond.  The stems
lic horizontally on the water, extending to
great length, and the joints are furmshed with
pcndu]ous buds on Jong footstalks.  These
buds on examination are seen to consist of two
scales, within whiclt the embryo leaves of the
future plant lic curiously enfolded.  The flowers
arisc from pellucid membranous spathes, or
sheaths.
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The form of the blossom, consisting of
three petals, though very rare mmong the plants
of wood or ficld, 1s less uncommon i our
aquatic speeies. The Water Plantain,  the
Water Arrow-head, and  some  others, are
similarly shaped.

The English name of Frog-bit refers to the
havmts of this plant, where the Dlithe reptile
is its frequent companion : the Germans too
term it Der Lroschhiss.  In some country
places it ix called Lesser Water-lily, the form
of its Kidney-shaped Jeaves resembling those
of that flower.  The generie name = from
the Greek words for waler and /o rejoire.

Our Common Frog-bit is the only British
species of the genus, bt Ray deserthes
species, which had double and  odoriferous
blossoms, and grew, in his time, plentifully
aditel in the Isle of Elv. Tt bas heen songht
for there by modern botanists without suecess.









SEA SPURREY SANDWORT.— Arenoriv
naring.

Cluss Decasprid, Oreder Pintacysis, Nt Opd CARYOFEYLLE S
Cniekween PRI,

Tur naine of the genas freanriv, (row
Arena, sand, 15 mdicative of the soil on whicl
most of the species are found. The plant
figured here is frequent on the sca-coast, some-
thues hanging down i tudts from the crevices
of the (1!“\ at others growing on the sand or
warshes of the shore. The species so frequent
on gravelly and sandv inland soils, ealled the
Parple Saudwort Clrenaria robra), is wueh
like this, but s generally more slender, and
has snialler blossoms. Many botanists think
it to he the same kind, varied only hy the
influences of climate and soil.  The Jittle star-
like blossoms are to be found from Jaue till
August; and when growing on salt marshes
in great numbers, they are orvamental to their
grassy surfaces, for the stems are there often
more u]mrrht, and the flowers Jarger than on
the sand.



96 SEA SPTRREY SANDWORT.

Ten species of the Sandwort grow wild
in Britain, though some ol them are very rare
plants.  Such is the Norwegian Sandwort
(drenarie Noreegica), which was (liS(:()vvl'vd
in 1537 in the Shetlind Isles. The pretty
Vernal Sandwort (Cfrenaria cerng) is not a
comion flower, though it grows in several
parts of Scotland, and at the Lizard Point,
Cornwall. At the latter place it is found on
Magnesian rocks near the sea, and it is also
very abundant on Arthur’s seat. near Edin-
bulgh.

One other, hesides the qp\nuy sandwort,
grows on the shore; it s the Scasside 8 and-
wmt (Arenaria peploides).  We may often
see oxtensive patches of this plant on the
beach, or sand, without perceiving the Dblos.
soms.  These are small and white, and besides
being much hidden by the erowded leaves,
they are ouly open during sunshine.  The
pl.mt blooms in July, and .\ltvr flowering, has
comparatively large  sced-vessels  containing

black sceds.









COMMON WILD PARSNEP. — Pustiviee
salira,
Cluss PENTASDRIA.  (der Dhovnin,  Nafd Opd, U siisiren.,
Uspriarieevs Taier,

Tris plant is very conmon on banks aud
i hedges where the soil s of chalk.  Both
mits small cluster of wll(m fowers and in
the forne of its Teaves, it is very simikr to the
cultivated  Parsuep, which is” indeed but «
variely of the wild kind.  The root lins also
the same odour and flavour as our well-known
vegetable, bul in ils nalive stale it is tough
wnd woody. It bLlooms during July and
August, and its yellowish green sceds remain
tili November on the stem. These contain
a large quantity of cssential oil, as any one
may discover by tasting them; though their
pungent and bittevish fvour remains long on
the tongue, and s too strong 10 be agree: lb]:'
It would have heen strange. it our forefathers
had not found some virtues in so powerful an
oil, and we find it recorded as an excellent
remedy in cases of intermittent fever.

The root of the Parsnep, when subitted to

VOL. 1I. 1



98 COMMON WILD TARSNEP.

culture, contains a large amount of nutriment.
It has long been used, especially by Catholies
during Tent, as an accompaniment to fish
and i former times it was oceasionally made
into bread.  '"The name of the plant is derived
from pasfus, nourishment.  In the North of
Irclind a kind of beer has been hrewed from
the Parsnep flavoured with hops; and the voot
vields, by distillation, an ardent spird, from
which a very agrecable wine 1s made; though
Parsnep wine, like that of the Cowslip, helongs
more to the past than the present tune.  In
the North of Beotlind the children of the
peasantry thrive well on boiled Parsneps beaten
up with milk and butter; and the root 1s otten
Lraely eultivated as {ood for cattle. Our wild
kind iz the only British species, and is a
bicnnial plant. It ix one of the few of our
native umbelliferous tribe which have yellow
flowers, the prevailing colour being white.









B*\S[L THY,\I “1.*«. frios l,‘///’bl/m‘f-‘v.
¢Tuas HpyaaAmIa, Order Gywxosronvra. Nafo Oed. Lagiars,
Laviase T,

Tue Basil Thywe, with itz sl purple
blossom having a white centre, is to be found
during July or Augost on dry open places,
as chalky downs or road-sides. Just at this
scason  labiafe fHowers are abundant i our
ficlds and hedges, and contribute in no small
degree to the odour of the wild noscegay
gathered  from the hillside.  Nor s tins
species wanting i aronmatic fragrance.  The
Basil Thyme, thougl not among our com-
monest plants, is very frequent in some places,
and in Kent is by no means a rare flower.
Its blossoms are small, but very numerons,
and excecedingly pretty.  'The usaal height of
its stem is six or eight inches, and the flowers,
though often of the deepest purple, are, in
some specimens, of o delicate pale lilac hue.

This is the only British species of the genus,
and it reccived its name from a Greek word,
which was probably applicd by the ancients
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to some speeies of Thyme.  Linnieus included
our plant i the Thywme senus, hut its mode of
growth 1s altogether different from  their’s,
thongh the shape of the flowers is somewhat
similar.  The Freueh eall our flower Busiliyu
Newrage.

Their sweet fragrance has led to the cultiva-
tion of some species of Basil Thyme in the
garden.  These are chiefly natives of Southiru
Turope, and althongh their blossoms are Jarger
than those of our wild plaut, vet they arc not
showy. The truc Basils ave both larger plants,
and  possessed of more powerfully  aromatic
propertics.  Some of them were formerly
much used in ¥rench cookery, and other
species were valued  greatly for supposed
remedial virtues.















YELLOW WATER-LILY.—XNuphar lntea.

Cluss P'onvanpria. Ocdor Moxonysia, Nt Ord, NYMPILEACEY .
Waree-tiny P,

Tk water-lilies are the most heautiful of all
the lovely flowers which grace our elear pools
or slow rivers.  The yellow species eannot,
imdeed, rival the white m this respeet, but its
richly -coloured cup, attached to a stem often
a vard long, contrasts admirably with the
glossy green leaves which erowd the surface—-

“ Making the enrrent, foreed awhile fo stay,
Murmur and bhubble as it shoots avay.”

8o smooth is this foliage, that it fecs to the
touch like oiled cloth, and the water runs off
from it as it would do from that substance.
The unfolded leaves are coiled o a vase-like
form, henee the flower is commonly known in
country places as the Water-can. It has also
the name of Brandy-bottle, partly, perhups,
in reference to its bottle-shaped capsule; but
chicfly from its odour.  This scent, i the open
air, is not unpleasant, but when two or three
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flowers are in a room it becomes very dis-
agrecable, and the writer, after muking the
drawing for the tlustration, was indisposed
for some hours from its efleets,

This Water-lily Dlossoms i June, and is
very frequent i rivers and ditches. It is o
common flower also m the rivers of Oriental
countrics, and is among those which the Aribs
prize as adding to the delights of wine.  The
Turks prepare a cooling drink from the Dlos-
sows, which they call Pufer, o corruption of
its ancient name,  Aowphar.  The  Arabs,
according to Forshahl, still term it Nowfur -
and our scientific name is of Greek origm.
Swine are foud both of the leaves and routs,
but most ammals refuse  them.  Country
people place them with milk - their houses,
to drive thenee cockroaches and erickets.

In many of the Highland lakes, as well as
in a pond near Wallington House in North-
umberland, a smaller species 15 found, called
the Lesser Water-lily, Nuphar puiiila.









SMALL BUGLOSS.—LZLyeopois arveasis.
Clags Prarssoria. Oeder Movacvsid, Net Od, Bonvane .
Bograae Tuise.

“ Ixaexiovs people,” savs London, “lave
found a similavity between the small blue
flower of this plant and the eve of a woll:”
Lyeopsis, taken from the Greek, signifving
woll’s cve, or as some say, woll’s face. Nov
was the notion of  similavity of this kind con-
fined to the ancients, for the fanihar name v
i use by the Duteh for the plant, is Voffschyn.
Yet a more mnocent-looking little Auwer than
this never grew by the wayside, and one would
have thought it better fitted to remind the
poet of the cye of the fair maiden, or thc
smiling child, than of fhat of the ficrce wild
antmal.  The azure tint of the blossonm isvery
bright, and rich dark green leaves, studded
with hairs or rather bristles, clasp closcly at
their bases the rough stem, or grow around
the root on footstalks. Each hair is situated
on a white callous tuberele, rendering the
foliage singularly rough, even in a tribe nearly
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all the plants of which are remarkable for their
hairy or bristly leaves,

The Bugloss grows in many corn-fields and
on hedge-banks, especially those near the sea,
flowering from Jume to Augnst.  Its blossom
is remarkahle in one particular, its tnbe being
hent; whereas most of the ofher plants of
the order have straight tabes to their corollas,

Thix i the only native species of the genus,
hut it s very 1wnly \lh(d to the Al]\.m(t
(Auchnsu) ; and was, l)y carlier writers, classed
with it.  The Cominon Alkanet (uchusa
officinalis) has, however, deep pm'p]c flowers,
and the somewhat yare Evergreen Alkanct
(Auchusa sewrpereiress) may he known by its
ovate leaves, those of our Bugloss being Jong
and narrow.

We have some species of Tiyeopsis in the
carden, but the small size of the blossoms
prevents their heing very ornamental, though
their blue tints are very rich,









SAMPILURE.— i/ thinue suerilimmm.

Class PestANDRIA.  Order DiayNia. Nat, Ord, UMBLLLIFERE.
UasELLirELovs Trier.

Tur tall sea cliff’ has tufts of this plant
scattered among its creviees, and {ringing ifs
stmit, at a hmght where no cye can see it
save that of the sea-bird. Hmu"h not comnon
to all our rochy shores, it is plentiful on some
of them, as on those of the Ihe of Wight,
Cornwall and Dovor. It 1s better suited for
pickling than any other wild plant, for it las a
strongly aromatic flavour, and from culy
hmca it has been collected from the rucl\s'
during May for this purposc. Slml«.spo ue's
well-known' Jines referring to the | .uuphuv
gatherer on Dovor Cliff, Ml('lmvl Drayton’s
reference in the Poly-Olbion, as well as John
Evelyn's praises of the plant, record its uscs
to our fathers.  In former times, Lhowever, it
was also mingled with other herbs for salad,
and the last-named author recommends its
use for sharpening the appetite and other
invigorating effeets.  Thongh still caten when
pickled, yet its flavour with sulad is not
agrecable to modern palates.
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Large clumps of the yellow elustered flowers
of the plant and its fleshy sea-green leaves
ornament the chfl during sanumer, and in
autunm and winter the foliage may yet he
scen in the sheltered nook.  The French term
i (rete Murine, and Lo Baeile : and its
nawe of Samphire is evidently o corruption of
Herbe de S Pierre. It hotanic name s
from the Greek Crelhe, harley, to which grain
its fruit is fancied to have some resemblanee.

This herb of our sca-rocks is the only
British species: bat o sucealent sea-green
plant of the Ralt marshes, the Jointed Glass-
wort (Sadicornia Herbacrnn | 1s often sold under
the name of Samphire, and made into a pickle.
Henee 1t is connnonly called Marsh Samplare
Ly country people. it is « more general plant
on the coust, but ix far inferior in flavour to
that whose name it somctimes bears. It may
readily be known from it by its Ieafless and
3umtcd stem, with small green flowers between
the joints of the terminal braneles.









YELLOW BED-STRAW.—=Galivie rorus.

Closs Terraxpeta, Ond 2 Mosoavait, Nad tied, Bvme .
Mavpkr Treise

Tor dry bank, especially near the sea, is
often covered as with a yellow eapet. by ihe
colden flowers of this Bed-straw, 1t 45 1o
blossom during July and August, and itz slender
whorled Teaves are verdant when almost all
other folinge ix seorched, and are still so even
till the close of the year.  This plnt has the
name of Cheese Rennet. and is said by okl
amd modern writers to eurdle milk.  The
Higllanders add salt and netiles to form their
re mu’r finding the Bed-straw alone insutlicient.
The author has tried vavious experiments with
this herh, and never eould coagulate the nilk
by ils means, nor produce any effect, save
that of giving {o the fluid a very disagreeable
flavour.  The foliage 15 slightly lmtcr, and
small degree of .l(‘l(llﬂ may lw “detected in it,
hat, as (Jurtls remarks, its acid is more subtk-
than that of Sorrcl, or the many other vegotuble
acids, A kind of vinegar is said to be distilled
from the flowers of tlns species,  They hase a
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sweet scent like that of honey, and Lovesel says,
that this fragrance is strouger than wsual
during wet .m(l storiny we nthcr

The roots of this Yellow Ded-straw mised
with alom, are used by the Highlanders to
dye ved; and it was once ('u]tuat(-d for this
purpose, at the recomme ndation of the Com-
nmittee of the Couneil for Trade.  The eolour
is said not to be infevior to that of the Madder,
but the plant is wuch smaller. Another British
species, the Cross-leaved  Bed-straw ((:(//mm
boreale), is deseribed by Sir John Franklin in
his work on the ** Polar Seas,” as heing used
by the North Amcrican Indians as a vegetable
dye.  They termy it Seoroyei, and after hoiling
the roots, they mix the liquid with the juice
of the strawberry and cranhary and a fow
tufts of the [)l\hl\ of the lareh, and with this,
dye the poreupine quills of a heautiful searlit.

Botanists cuumerate sixteen British species
of this genus.  They have chiefly white flowers.
The wm'd yalium, from milk, was given from
the old uses.









FIELD KNAUTIA—Auantin virecisis,
Closs Toenasoias, Ordoe Movrsaa N Gd, Diesace oy,
PTuasen Trrew,

Tiur Knautin 15 one of the handsome
flowers which, 1uso great number, grow wmony
the corn, and it is also found on hedge-hanks
and borders of meadows.  The agriculturist
regards it as a troublesome weed i his corn-
fl(!d, but welecomes it to the pastare land,
where ifs Teaves afford a0 good supply for the
animals {eeding there.  Its large hlac heads of
many flowers, grow on a stem two or thice
{eet, hwh, and may be scen from afur, over-
topping the brown corn in Joly and August,
or falling with it before the reaper’s sickle.
The leaves are dark green, slightly  hairy ;
those around the oot being long and slender,
and only slightly notched, but the upper leaves
arc wore or less divided.  They have a rather
bitter taste, and some astringent properties,
and have been used as a medlcm(, for coughs
and asthmas. The flower is often called Bluc-
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caps in country places, and is also by many
termed Scabious, but although much like 1t,
yel it differs in various respeets from the truce
Scabious, which will be deseribed on a future
page.  In the South of England both (his
and {the Prauorse Scabious are  commonly
called the Gipsy Rose.

This is the only British species of the genus
Kuautia, hut some handsome flowers he lnurrmw
to it are ecunlthvated m gardens, having been
introduced hither from the countrics bmdmm*
the Mediterrancan, where sorie of them grow
wild in the fields and meadows,  The genus
received its nanwe from Linnweus, who gave it
in vemembrance of  Christopher Knaut, a
plysician of Halle, i Sasony, who diced in
169 L.















GREAT BINDWEED.—Convolvulus Sepium.

Class Pexraxpuia. Order Moxosys:a, Nat. Ord. ConvoLvuLacsam.
Convorvurys TRIBE.

TaoveH our large Bindweed has not the gift
~of fragrance, yet few flowers are more elegant
in form, or purerin their tint of snow. Often,
as sutumn is approaching, the large white
flowers of this plant hang like marble vases
amid the brown and yellow leaves of the hedge,
left flowerless now, save where a pale bramble
blossom lingers on the bough, or a golden
dandelion gleams from the grass beneath,
We could almost wish, when we see it there,
that our hedges were like those of Italy,
where thousands of flowers of this tribe 1n
various hues peep from among the leaves of
the bushes. Our large Bindweed does not,
like the smaller rose-coloured species, close
before rain or in the evening dew ; and we have
often, by moonlight, seen its white bells filled
with the pearly dews of night. Yet like all its
tribe, its flower is fragile. In Sierra Leone,
where the Convolvuluses bloom all the year
round, though each blossom lives only for one
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day, yet they are kept fresh and vigorous amid
the general withering of every leaf and blade,

the dew which lingers in the large leaf out
of which they spring. In that land they are
of various colours, but chiefly white.

Our white Bindweed has been called English
scammony, and its juices are well known to be
scarcely inferior to those of which this drug is

formed. Like many other climbing plants, our
flower shows a remarkable instinct of vegeta-
tion. If a prop be placed within six inches
of one of its young shoots, it will reach it,
although the prop be removed daily to a little
distance. If after having twined some way
up the pole, it be unwound and twisted in
an opposite direction, it will either return to its
former position, or perish in theattempt. Yet
if two of these plants be placed near each
‘other, and have no prop around which to
entwine, one of them will alter the direction
ztfh its spiral, and they will wind round each
other. T









COMMON GROMWELL.~Litkospernum
officinale.
Class PRRTANDRIA, Ormlgm Nat. Ord, Boraoses.

Tris flower was called in France, some
centuries since, Planfe auw Perles, from its
hard stony seeds. After the blossom has
faded, we find in the calyx the little seeds, first
green and soft, but maturing into hardness,
and becoming of a dpnle brown colour. They
are highly polished when ripe, but seldom
more than ome or two in each flower-cup
becomes perfect. Professar Hooker informs
us, that his friend Captuin Le Hunte submitted
these seeds to analysis, and obtained the follow-
ing results, The stony shells of sixty seeds
weighed upwards of seven graips. Heated
to redness, these seven graing were reduced to
three, of which four-tenths of ‘g grain were
pure silica. There was also » copsiderable
gf:nmy of phosphate of lime and iron. The

inty substance is, by, modern botanisis,
known to exist in several plants besides this,
as in the stems of grasses and in the Horve-
4 VOl T 1
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tails ; and the geologist finds the finest tissues
of bygone ages most perfectly preserved by its
means. Long before these discoveries, how-
ever, the hardness of the Gromwell seeds had
been remarked, and significant names bestowed
on the plant in various countries. The botanist
names it from ZLithos, a stone, and Spermum,
seed; the English Gromwell is from Graun,
the Celtic for seed, and i/, stone. It is the
Steingsame of the Germans, and the Steenzaad
of the Dutch. Country people also call it
Grey Millet.

The flowers of the Gromwell are of a
yellowish white, blooming in June. The plant,
though rare in Scotland, i1s common in England
by road-sides and on other waste places. Its
stem is branched, and about a foot or a foot
and a half high.

There are gnee other British species. One
is very frequent in the corn-field, and is very
similar to the plant figured here. It is the
Corn Gromwell (Lithospermum arvense). The
others are rare plants.









MUSK THISTLE.— Carduus nutans.

Class Syrasxesia. Order Xquaus. Nat. Oid. Coxrosira,
Coxrovxp Frowers. :

TaE thistles are among the handsomest wild-
flowers of the northern hemisphere, and some
of them rise up before us by every way-side.
Those who are not botanists can always detect
these plants from others whose flowers some-
what resemble them, by the prickly stems and
leaves which always belong to the thistles ;
but some study of plants is requisite to dis-
tinguish the various species from each other.
The Musk Thistle, however, may at once be
known by its large drooping flower, and it has
besides a musky odour, which becomes stronger
when the dew of evening is on it. The colour
of the blossom is a rich reddish purple, and it
nods, from a stem two or three feet high, on
many a dry or stony field, during the months
of July and August.

Thistles are arranged by botanists into several
genera; that of Cardwus contains four species,
one of which, the Welted Thistle (Carduus
acanthoides), is among the most common of
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the whole tribe; while another, the Milk Thistle
(Carduus Marianus), is as handsome as any
one of this beautiful family of plants, but 1t
is rare. It may easily be distinguished by the
milky white veins which run through its dark
green spiny leaf. The name of the genus is
said to ge from the Celtic 4rd, a point; and
our engraving will show that it was not ill
bestowed. This thistle, however, has not,
except on its cup, points so strong and sharp
as those of the true Scotch thistle (Onopordum
Acanthium), which certainly well merits the
motto which Scotsmen of old have affixed to
their national emblem, ‘“Nemo me impune
lacessit ”’ (No one touches me with impunity) :
or, as Baxter interprets it into the plain
Scotch, ““ Ye maun’t meddle wi’ me.”
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LESSER DODDER.— Cuscuta Epithymum.

Class PETANDRIA, Order Dicysia. Nat. Ord. CoxvoLvuLace®.
Bixpweep Trisk.

Tar waxy looking flowers of the Dodder
are often seen by those who ramble on heaths
or open downs during the months of August
and September. This is one of our few native
parasitic plants, and it grows especially on
the Furze, but also on the Heath, Thyme,
Vetches, Trefoils, and other smaller plants,
entwining them with its long leafless red
threads, and hanging its clusters of small

inkish-white blossoms among their foliage.

he seed of the Dodder takes root in the
soil, but puts forth a spiral shoot, which soon
winds about the neighbouring plant, and dis-
connecting itself from the earth, derives its
nutriment from the living juices. When
prevailing to any great extent, it proves very
injurious to the plants on which it is para-
sitical. It often forms a dense network over
the Furze, and Mr. Dovaston remarks, that he
once saw it in such profusion at Liphook in
Sussex, that it absolutely pulled down and
killed the Nettles. Baxter remarks of another
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less frequent species, Cuscuta Europea,—
* About twenty years ago, I saw at Cassing-
ton, near Oxford, a large field of beans com-
pletely matted together with this parasite. It
had taken possession of the whole crop, and
having elevated itself several inches above the
beans, produced a beautiful effect, especially
when the sun shone upon it.” Crops of
Lucerne have been in France and Italy much
injured by the larger species, which has thicker
stems than the more frequent kind, and its
flowers are of a yellowish rose colour. A third
species, called the Flax Dodder (Cuscuta Epi-
linum), is sometimes most destructive to the
Flax crops; and the Trefoil Dodder (Cuscuta
Trifolium) is so troublesome in many places
on Clover, that in some countries the farmer
is actually prevented from attempting the
culture of that plant. The Dodder boiled
with ginger is a favourite village medicine,
but the ite is much dislikz% in coun
laces. It is sometimes called Red Tangle,

ut it has, besides, many names expressive of
the disgust entertained for it by country
people. '









COMMON GOLDEN ROD.—8vlidago
Virgaurea.

Class Syngenesia, Order Suegrriva. Nat, Ord. Coxrosirz.
Comrouxp Frowees.

Ir we would know something of the value
of this flower to the insect race, we should
watch it for some minutes on a sunny day
of September or October. Our latest butter-
flies and moths, our wild and hive bees, hover
about it in numbers, or are settling in crowds
on its golden blossoms. Flowers are few at
this season, and as this will grow on the worst
of soils, and needs no care, it would be wise
of those who keep bees to plant it near the
hives. It has been said, that an acre of arable
land planted with it, would furnish at the close
of the season a sufficiency for a hundred hives
to complete their winter stock. Few plants
vary more than the Golden Rod in mode of
growth. If we find it in the dry wood, its
flowers are usually small, and scattered on the
stem, and often of a lighter colour. But gather
a specimen from the mountainous pasture, or
from the seaside cliff, where it is also plentiful,
and we find it with a shorter, stouter stem,
and with crowded clusters of flowers like those
of our engraving. .
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This plant is called also Aaron’s Rod and
Woundwort, and is the only British species.
The genus received its name from solidare (to
unite), because of the supposed use of some
of the Golden Rods in healing wounds; and
as Gerarde says, large quantities of this very
plant were, in his time, brought from beyond
seas, and sold as a vulnerary. Our native
flowers were then less known than now, and
our countrymen had but recently discovered
that the Golden Rod grew wild. Our good
botanist recorded, in his “ Herbal,” his out-
pourings of wrath against the disuse into which
1t was falling. He says, “ It may truly be
said of fantastical physitions, who when they
have found an approved medicine and perfect
remedy neere home, against any disease, yet
not contented with that, they will seeke for
a new farther off, and by that means many
times hurte more than they helpe.” He
adds, that he has said this in order that these
« new-fangled fellows ” may be brought back
again to esteem this admirable herb; bat
Gerarde’s admonitions seem to have availed
nothing. :
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leaves arc less divided, and the lower ones
are entire, while the flowers are usually larger
than the Common Ragwort. It is in bloom
at the same season.

Besides this, there is on chalky and gravelly
soils a species less general than either of these,
and easily distinguished from them. It is
the Hoary Ragwort (Sezecio fenuifolius), and
its stems and the under surfaces of its leaves
are quite white with cottony down. There
are besides four rarer kinds of Ragwort.

The two species commonly known as the
Groundsels, are familiar to every eye. The
Common Groundsel (Senecio vulgaris) flowers
all the year long. It is valuable as food for
the caged and wild birds, and was in’ former
days prized as a medicine both for man and
animals. The Mountain Groundsel (Serecio
sylvaticus) is a larger species, which is common
on gravelly soils, flowering from July till Sep-
tember. Its leaves are more deeply divided than
the former kind, and are sometimes hoary.

The silky down of the seeds, so like the
gilver hair of age, suggested the name of
Senecio, from Senez, an old man.









DEPTFORD PINK.—Dianthus Armeria.

Class DECANDRIA, Ordcrl'l;muy;‘;m Nat. Ord. CarvoruyiLes.
INK 1BE.

Our native Pinks are comparatively rare
flowers. This species is the most frequent, but
though found on many pastures, both of
England and Scotland, it is by no means
general. Its rose-coloured petals are dotted
with small white spots, and the flowers grow
in clusters on very long stems. These are
usually one or two feet high, and the specimen
from which the drawing was taken, was nearly
a yard in height. The flower is quite scentless,
and blooms in July and August. One other
of our wild Pinks only bears its flowers in
clusters. This is the Proliferous Pink (Dian-
thus prolifera), which has in July small and
deeply coloured blossoms, of which only one
in the cluster opens at a time. The flowers
are rose-coloured, and the species is distin-
guished by the brown dry scales in which they
are enclosed. It is a rare plant of gravelly

astures. .

We have three wild kinds of Pink with

flowers growing singly, or with only two or
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three on the stem. One of these, which is
large and deliciously fragrant, is interesting
as being the origin of the garden Carnation.
Though less beautiful than that flower, it
resembles 1t in scent. It is the Clove Pink,
or Clove Gillyflower (Dianthus caryophyllus),
and is also commonly termed Castle Pink, as
it grows on old castles and walls. Deal, San-
down, and Rochester castle, as well as an old
wall at Norwich, are the well-known places on
which this beautiful flower springs up among
the remains of the past. Like some others
of the ruined wall, as the Snapdragon, it is
but a doubtful native, but we may see it cither
in its red or white varieties, as & common
ornament of the cottage garden.

The Mountain Pink (Dianthus cesivs) is a
rare but handsome flower of the limestone
rock ; and the Maiden Pink (Dianthus del-
toides), which is a rather better known kind,
grows on & stem about a foot high, and has a
small rose-coloured flower dotted with white,
"with a white eye enclosed in a deep purple
ray.. It grows on gravelly pastures.









COMMON BUR-DOCK.—drctium Lappa.

Class Syseexesia.  Order Fquauis.  Nat. Ord. Couposirx.
Courouvxp Frowess.

Tris large and branched plant is common
everywhere in the country, by waste places and
in woods and hedges, and is made conspicunous
by the large wavy leaves around its root. The
]i{;c, or deep purple blossom, appears in July
and August, and crowns a globose flower-cup,
which every schootboy recognises as the burr,
so frequently used in sport, and too often
wantonly thrown.at the bats to-bring them to
the ground. This burr is a ball of hooked
spines, and the whole structure is evidently
adapted to the dissemination of the sceds,
which, adhering to the wool of animals, or
the clothing of man, arc thus spread far and
wide. The plant is familiarly called Hurr-
burr, Clot-burr, and Great-burr, and in Britain,
where it is kept down by cultivation, it is
seldom an annoyance ; but in the vast uncleared
lands of Australia, similar plants are very
troublesome; and the Burr of the colonist,
which like this has a prickly ball of seeds,
attains a great size and causes much incon-
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venience by adhering to the stockings or other
parts of the clothing.

Several intelligent physicians have been of
opinion, that a decoction of the roots of our
Bur-dock are not inferior in medicinal powers
to Sarsaparilla, This decoction, as well as
the powdered seeds, are frequently used with
success as a remedy for rheumatism, and even
the leaf laid on the part affected is considered
efficacious. The author has many times been
assured by villagers, that their rheumatic pains
were cured by this outward application ; but
as the popular notion of the relation between
cause and effect is not always the philosophical
one, this mode of applying the plant must not
be relied on too confidently. When burnt
before flowering, the Bur-dock yields a good
quantity of alkaline salt, equal to the best
potash. The young shoots may be boiled like
asparagus, or eaten uncooked with oil and
vinegar.
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COMMON HENBANE.— Hyoscyamus niger.

Class PEnraxprid.  Order Moxoaysia. Nat, Ord. Soravke.
Nicursuaon Trrsx

TrosE who have been accustomed to observe
flowers would, even at first glance, suspect
that the Henbane was poisonous. Its dingy
cream-coloured blossoms, veirzd with a lurid
gurple, would confirm the impression made

y the disagreeable and sickly odour of the
whole plant. Dull yellow, dim purple, or
green flowers, often characterise noxious plants,
though these distiuctions are not invariable.
The Henbane is powerfully narcotic, especially
at that time when the flowers have just fallen,
and the seeds are ripening.” Lightfoot mentions
that a few of these seeds have been known,
when eaten, to deprive a man of his reason
and the use of his limbs ; though both Professor
Martyn and Sir J. E. Smith ventured to eat
them, and did so without injury. Few animals
will touch it. The sheep will sometimes feed
sparingly upon it; and the goat, which seems
to have a wonderful power of feeding safely on
the most unwholesome plants, will also eat
this. Swine, too, are said to relish it; and
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as its seed has some slight resemblance to a
bean, the scientific name signifies Hog’s-bean,
and the plant in many country-places is so
called. The foliage and stems of the Henbane
are very downy and viscid, and its flowers grow
in clusters among the leaves during June and
July. It is a common plant of waste places,
and not unfrequent in churchyards. Though
its juices are poisonous if improperly adminis-
tered, yet the Henbane yields a valuable
narcotic medicine, producing sleep without
those restless and distressing symptoms which
succeed the use of many medicines of this
nature. It is sometimes smoked like tobacco
by country people as a remedy for toothache,
but convulsions have occasionally followed its
use in this way.









FRAGRANT LADY’S TRESSES.—ANeottia
spiralis.

Class Gyxaxprea. Order Moxaworia. Nal Ord. Orcripex.
Orours TriBg.

Tuzr English name of this plant recals the
times when the monks were the chief observers
of flowers, and named so many in honour of
the Virgin Mary and the different saints.  All
the flowers having the prefix of Lady, or the
word Mary, were doubtless called after the
Virgin, and were originally Our Lady’s flowers.
Hence we have Lady’s Bedstraw, Lady’s
Mantle, the Roscmary, and the Marygold.
The Costmary is derived from Costum MMarie,
or Mury’s Balsam; while the Sweet Basil, Sweet
Cicely, and many others took their names from
those who reverenced the saints of the Romish
Calendar. Our Lady’s Tresses sharcs its
name, apparently, with another plant; for
dried branches of sea-weed are in Cornwall
aftixed to wooden stands, and placed on the
chimney-piece. They are called Lady’s Trecs,
and the poor people believe that they protect
the house from the danger of fire. A learned
writer, commenting on this superstition, re-
marks, “We believe that Lady’s Trees 1s a
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corruption of Lady’s Tresses, a name still borne
by a flower not uncommon on our chalk downs,
and which seems to be an old one; for the
twisted spike of that flower resembles one of
the hair dressings in use at the close of the
fourteenth century.”

This twisted spike of blossoms is a singular
characteristic of the pretty little orchis, which
in September and October blooms on the
chalky hills of England; making little show
there, however, by its small grecnish-white
flowers. It is from four to six inches high, its
blossoms arranged in a single row, and turning,
in some specimens from left to right, in others
from right to left, round the upper part of the
stalk. The leaves grow in little tufts just above
the crown of the root, and do not appear till
the flower has begun to expand. The Rev.
C. A. Johns observes in his “ Flowers of the
Field,” that they are remarkably tenacious of
life, continuing to unfold even while subjected
to the pressure made on the blotting-paper
when drying for the herbarium.
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YELLOW WEASEL-SNOUT.— Galeobdolon
luteum.

Class Dipyxaxia. Order Gruxospermia., Nat. Ord. Lasiars.
Larare Tarse.

Tais Yellow Archangel, as it is sometimes
called, is very similar in its mode of growth to
the common White Dead Nettle, which in
summer time may be found under almost cvery
hedge. 'We wonder not that botanists, from
Gerarde downwards, often classed it with that
flower, though it is now placed in a distinct
genus. It is generally taller and more slender
than the White Nettle, often growing to the
height of a foot and a half. The whorls of
flowers are very handsome, being of bright
yellow, mottled with reddish orange. Its
scientific name, made from two Greek words,
signifies that it has the scent of a weascl, and
certainly its odour is very disagrecable, espe-
cially if the plant be bruised. The Dutch call
it by a name signifying Dog’s Nettle, and the
French term it L’ Ortie des Bois. It blossoms
in May and June, and though not a common
flower in many counties, the woods of some
parts of Kent are full of its bright blossoms.
The plant can make small claim to medicinal
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virtues, though it is slightly astringent; yet
few who saw it growing in large numbers
would fail to recognise its beauty, and to feel
that the beauty of flowers has its uses too.
Thus Mary Howitt has said,—
« Springing in valleys green and low, .
And on the mountains high,

And in the silent wilderness
‘Where no man passeth by :

“ Qur outward life requires them not;
Then wherefore had they birth ?
To minister delight to man,
To beautify the earth,

“ To comfort man, to whisper hope
Whene’er his faith is dim ;

For Whoso careth for the flowers,

Will care much more for him.”

The Yellow Weascl-Snout is the only British
specics, and it is a native also of France,
Germany, Switzerland, Austria,  Carniola,
Italy, and Holland. It is common in some
arts of Sweden, and the most northern limits
nown for the flower are Wasa in Finland,
and Drontheim in Norway. There is a very
{)retty variety of this plant, with variegated
eaves.
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HAWKWEED PICRIS.—Picris hirraci-
otdes.

Class SYNGENESIA. Order Fquavs. Nat. Ord. Comrosrrx,
Compouxp Frowgess,

As the first gleam of spring sunshine is
reflected by the stars among the grass, the
silver daisy and the golden dandelion, so the
fainter ray of the winter sunbeamn falls on o
starry flower—a star of gold. This Picris is
in bloom from July to October, but when the
season is mild, it may be seen among the grass
or the withered leaves, both at the close of the
old year and the dawn of the new, with its
yellow tint as bright asever, We might say to
this flower as Lowell did to another:—

“ How like a prodigal doth Nature seem,
When thou, for all thy gold, so commeon art !
Thou teachest me to deem
. More sacredly of every human heart,
Since each reflects in joy its scanty gleam
Of Heaven, and could some wondrous teaching show,
Did we but pay the love we owe,
And with a child’s undoubting wisdom look
On all these living pages of God’s book.”

This flower is very abundant, growing to the
height of two or sometimes three feet, on the
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borders of fields, hy roadsides, and on hedge-
banks. It is rather slender, and its stem is
rough with hooked bristles. The blossoms
arc very numerous, and are chiefly on the
branches at the upper part of the stem. In
autumn, the hairy leaves are generally edged
with a dark line of red.

This Hawkweed Picris is the only British
species of the genus, but some handsome kinds,
introduced hither chiefly from the countries
near the Mediterranean, are very ornamental
border flowers of the garden. The genus has
very slight medicinal properties, but as some
of the plants possess a small amount of the
bitter principle, it was named from the Greck
Picros, bitter. Our common flower is almost
as frequent a one on the roadsides of nearly
every country of the continent, as on ours.
The Germans term it Das Bitterkraut, and the
Dutch have the synonymous name of Biffer-
kruid. In the olden times, it was familiarly
called in England, Yellow Succory, and Yellow
Ox-tongue.









RED HEMP NETTLE.—Galeopsis
Ladanum.

Class Dioyxamia. Order GymnosrerMia. Nat. Ord. LasnaTs.
LiapraTe TRisE.

Tais is by no means an uncommon plant
during the months of August and September,
in gravelly and chalky corn-fields. The
blossoms of purplish rose-colour mottled with
crimson, are, except the Mayweed and a fow
yellow starry flowers, almost the only bright
things left among the stubble of the field,
whence the brown corn has been gathered in,
and on which the brilliant cornflowers have
fallen with it, or died away by its side.

This Hemp Nettle has a stem from ten
to twelve inches high, but an cqually, or indeed
more frequent plant, is that termed the Com-
mon Hemp Nettle (Galeopsis Tetralit), which
is somewhat similar to this species, but has
broader leaves, and is altogether much larger,
its stem usually attaining one or two fect in
height. Its flowers are varicgated with light
purple and yellow, and are often ncarly or

uite white. They grow in whorls around
the stem, and are remarkable for the long
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sharp teeth of their calyxes. This species
may at once be known from the red kind by
the circumstance that the stem is swollen
beneath cvery pair of leaves. It blossoms in
corn-ficlds and on cultivated grounds from
July to September.

Two other British species belong to this
genus, but they are not common plants.  The
large-flowered Hemp Nettle (Galcopsis versi-
color) blooms in July and August in the
corn-fields of Norfolk, and some few other
places. It resembles in general appearance
the common Hemp Nettle, but has much
more beautiful flowers, their bright yellow tint
being varied by a broad purple spot on the
lowerlip. It has rank foliage, and grows two
or three feet high. Though so rare in England
it is very common in Scotland, especially in
the Highlands.

Rare also is the Downy Hemp Nettle (Gale-
opsts villosa), which is more like the Red Hemp
Nettle, though its flowers are of a pale yellow.
It grows in sandy corn-fields in Yorkshire,
Lancashire, and N}:ﬁ,tinghamshire, and also at
Bangor in Wales.






&




PURPLE FOXGLOVE.—Digitalis purpurea.

Class Dipyxauia, Order Axcrospervia. Nat. Ord. Scropnu-
LARINEA.

Freworr TrizpE.
Tau Foxglove, with its active propertics and
its stately form, has long been the
“ Emblem of Cruelty and Pride,”

and is one of the handsomest of our native
plants. Growing commonly to the height of
threc or four feet, and in some fine specimens
being even six feet high, it is so conspicuous
as often to be taken by the painter for the
ornament of the foreground of a rural landscape.
The blossoms, of which our small page can
represent so few, are very numerous, and
sometimes occupy nearly two feet of the length
of the stem. The Foxglove is common on
rocky and hilly districts, and from Carrington’s
pocm appears to be very abundant in Devon-
shire.
“ Upon the sunny bank

The Foxglove rears its pyramid of bells,

Gloriously freckled, purpled and white, the flower

That cheers Devonia's fields.”
But in many Eastern counties of England,
as in Norfolk and Suffolk, this plant is almost
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unknown. It blossoms in June and July, and
its leaves are large and veiny. The flowers
are sometimes white, and they are beautifully
speckled within.

The Digitalis has long been valued for
properties which, though poisonous when ad-
ministered too freely, yet when skilfully used,
give most important relief to the sufferer.
The foliage is the part cmployed in medicine,
and unless it be dried by a quick process
shortly after being gathered, it loses its power.
On this account the country practitioner
generally prepares it himself, and we can
remember many long summer walks taken
during childhood, over Kentish hills and
dales, to procure it for a friend.

The scientific name is from digitali, the
finger of a glove. The Germans term it
Fingerkut, ang the Dutch Vingerkoed. In
France it is called Doigls de la Vierge and
Gants de Notre Dame. Our Foxglove is
thought to be a corruption of * Folk’s glove,”
that is, Fairies’ glove.
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PERENNTAL, OR DOG’S MERCURY.
Mercurialis perennis.

Class Diwcrs.  Order Exweaxvris. Nat. Ord. Evpnorsricea.
Srorus TriBE.

Every one at all used to gardening knows
this weed, for, no sooner is a plot neglected
than it is overrun by it. Gardeners near the
metropolis, as well as i other large citics, are
as much annoyed with it as thosc in the
country ; lence it is known in some places, as
at Dovor, by the nanic of Town Weed. 1t is
also abundant in ficlds and woods, and by
almost every road side.

This plant was in foriner times commonly
called Dog’s Cole, both that and its present
name referring to the idea that it was eaten by
dogs. It is called almost throughout Europe
by some word synonymous with Mercury, from
the notion that supposed medicinal virtues in
the plant were revealed to the world by him;
the Ig'cnch terming it commonly La Mercuriale,
and the ltalians Mercorella. As might he
inferred from its appearance, this herb is of a
poisonous nature. Ray records an instance of
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a family who suffered much from its deleterious
effects, after having eaten it with fried bacon.

The barren flowers, which are green, grow
on long slender spikes. The fertile ones are
much less conspicuous, and nestle among the
upper leaves. They must be sought for on
separate plants. When drying for the her-
barium, 1t loses all its green colour, and
becomes of a bluish or black hue. A good
blue dyc may be procured by steeping -the
plant in water, but no means hitherto known
have availed to render it permanent. It grows
to the height of a foot or a foot and a half,
and is in flower from April to the end of
summer.

The only other British species is the Annual
Mercury (Mercurialis annua), which grows in
waste places about towns and villages, but is
not frequent. It is about a foot high, and
bears longer spikes of green flowers.
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COMMON TANSY.—Tanacetum vulgare.

Cluss SyxeENEsIA. Order Supkrrrva. Nat. Ord. Coxrosirz.
CoMrouxp Frowgns.
Every cottage garden contains the fragrant
Tansy, for there, with
“ Marjoram-knots, Sweet-briar, and Ribbon-grass,”

its dark green leaves wave on the little bed
enclosed by daisics. But the Tansy is a wild
flower too, and is common on hedge-hanks
and waste places, casily distinguished by its
clusters of yellow button-like blossoms, and
its powerful and aromatic odour.

¢ Fragrant the Tansy breathing from the meadows,

As the west wind bows down the long green grass ;

Now dark, now golden, as the fleeting shadows
Of the light clouds pass, as they wont to pass
A long while ago!”

"The Tansy often flourishes well by the sides of
rivers, as on the banks of the Avon, and thrives
too on sea-banks, as on those of Sandgate in
Kent. It is sometimes collected by country
people to make Tansy wine, which 1s thought
to have some valuable remedial effects, and
in Scotland a decoction of the plant is used as
a medicine for gout. Meat rubbed with Tansy
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is said to be preserved from the injury of flies,
but its strong flavour would certainly not
improve that of the meat. The bitter herbs
commanded in ancient days to be eaten at the
Paschal season arc typified in the Romish
Church by this plant. Cakes made of eggs
and the young leaves of this flower, and called
Tansies, are now caten during Lent ; and these
and the Tansy puddings, which are also made
of the herb, are sufficiently nauseous and bitter
to be eaten by way of penance. Many country
people, however, eat the puddings with much
relish.

The Common Tansy is the only British
species. 1t flowers during August and Sep-
tember, and grows to the height of two or
three feet. It is a perennial plant. The
name of Zanacetum is altered from the Greek
Athdnaton, everlasting : and our Tansy is a
corruption of A4thanasia, “as though,” says
Gerarde, “it were immortal, because the
flowers do not casily wither away.”
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PRIVET.—LZLigustrum vulgare.

Class Diaxpria. Order Movogynia. Nat. Ord. Ouracex,
Ouve Tribs.

Tur small white flowers of this plant,
arranged in their dense pyramidal clusters, arc
very common in our hedges during May and
June. In the town garden, too, we often sec
them among the green boughs which form a
hedge for its enclosure, or cover the arbour.
The Privet grows more rapidly than the Whitc-
thorn, and no native shrub bears so well as this
the smoke of the city, while the dripping of
trees does not injure it. Its roots are short
and slender, thus occupying a smaller portion
of soil than most other shrubs, and when
cultivated it is an evergreen. In its wild state
many of the leaves fall off in winter, but some
few remain on the boughs till the following
spring, and the dark purple berries stand in
handsome clusters, and serve as winter food to
birds when berries are scarce. The bullfinch
%Sﬁ)ecially feeds upon them in the cold season.

ough this plant is remarkable ag being little
liable to injuries from the insect race, yet the
Privet Hawkmoth, while in the caterpillar
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state, feeds chiefly apon it; and the Blister
Beetles, or Cantharides, revel among its
verdure.

The Privet grows throughout Europe. Its
old name was Primprint, which Professor
Martyn conjectures it owes to its bearing the
trimming shears of the gardener so well.
Perhaps the somewhat formal and neat ap-
pearance both of its flowers and lcaves might
have suggested its name. The berri¢s of the
shrub dye silk or woollen material a beautiful
and durable green. The leaves are slightly
bitter in flavour, and the wood is hard and of
some use to the turner. It is easily propagated
by layers and suckers, but the best plants are
those raised from sced. The Spaniards and
Portuguese call it 4/ Ilena, which is the name
of the Oriental dye by means of which the nails
are stained pink. Perhaps our plant may have
received its name in consequence of a rose-
coloured pigment which may be procured from
the leaves.

This Privet is the only British species of
the genus.









UPRIGHT SPIKED SEA-LAVENDER.
Statice binervosa.

QlassPENTANDRIA. Order PENtAcYN1A. Nat. Ord. PLUMBAGINEX.
Turirr TRIBE,

Few wild flowers are better adapted than
this to form a bouquet which shall last through-
out the winter. In towns and villages which
are near our rocky coasts or salt marshes, we
often see large nosegays of these Lavenders
mingling with dried grasses, to form an
ornament for the winter chimney-picce, or the
summer stove. The species here figured,
though most plentiful on Dovor cliffs and some
other rocky places near the sea, is not so
generally distributed as the Larger Sea-
Lavender of the muddy shore or salt marsh.
Our engraving re%rescnts but a small plant,
many specimens being a foot and a half in
height. The lcaf sufficiently resembles the
spatula of the druggist to have rendered its
former name of Spathulate Sea-Lavender quite
appropriate, and at once distinguishes this
from the other species. The delicate blue-lilac
blossoms appear in August, and the stems and
foliage are of bluish green. This plant is much
sought after by sea-side visitors, who carry it
to their homes as a remembrance of pleasant
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hours spent among sea-cliffs and sounding
waves.  Happily, much of it grows on steep
acclivities beyond the reach of the wanderer,
or the plant might soon be altogether extir-
pated by the inconsiderate manner in which
such quantitics are carried off. Though the
blossom resembles in colour that of the garden
plant of the same name, yet it is but—

“ The Sea Lavender, which lacks perfume.”

The more frequent species, the Spreading
Spiked Seca-Lavender (S8tafice Limonium), 15
very similar to this, but is larger, and the
blossows grow more at the top of the stem.
The leaves, too, are very dufferent in size, vary-
ing from that of about four inches to a span,
and placed on stalks. It blossoms in marshes
in July and August, and like this flower retains
its form, and something of the blue tint of its
flowers, long after it has been gathered.

The Matted Sea-Lavender (Slatice reticulata)
occurs only on the salt marshes in Norfolk,
and its flower-stems are divided alnost from
the basc of the plant. It is much smaller
than either of the preceding species.
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PLOUGHMAN’S SPIKENARD.—Tnula
Conyza.

Class Syxeenesia, Order SurerFiva. Nal. Ord. Conrosira,
Coxpovonp Frowers.

Tuis plant has a very dull appearance, with
its dark green leaves and dingy yellow flowers,
which, from the shortness of their rays, look
as if not yet fully expanded.

It is common on chalky and limestone soils
in England, either in hedges or on exposed
places, a3 on the cliffs at Dovor, where it is
very abundant. It is a rarc flower, however,
in Scotland. The stem of this Spikenard is
often two or threc feet high, and many leaves
grow among its panicle of blossoms, the lower
ones being stalked. While growing, it does
not diffuse any odour; but on bruising the
plant, the scent is very strong, and is by some
persons thought agreeable. Clare, in his beau-
tiful lines to Cowper Green, alludes to it :—

“ And thou hast fragrant herbs and sced
Which only garden’s culture need ;
Thy Horehound tufts, I love them well,
And Ploughman’s Spikenard’s spicy smell ;
And Thyme, strong-scented, ‘neath one’s feet,
And Marjoram buds, se doubly sweet,
And Pennyroyal’s creeping twine,
These, each succeeding each, are thine.”
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This plant, as well as several others, is
known in some country-places by the name of
Flea-bane, and in France by the synonym of
Herbe aur puces, and it is supposed to be
noxious to some insects. It blossoms in July,
and continues in flower till October, after
which, the calyxes are full of little tufts of
seeds surmounted with down.

Two other specics of Inula are British
plants. The large yellow flower called Ele-
campane ([nula IHelenium) is a rare plant on
the moist pasture, and is possessed of some
valuable medicinal properties. The other, the
Golden Sampbire (Jrula crithmoides), is a very
unfrequent plant, but it grows on some salt
marshes and sea cliffs on the south-west shores
of England, as well as on some parts of the
Welsh coast. It is about a foot high, and
blooms in August, each branch bearing a
single yellow flower. The name of the genus
is supposed to be a corruption of Helenula,
Little Helen, the celebrated Helen having,
as tradition tells, improved her beauty by a
cosmetic made from the species called Elecam-
pane.









WOOD BETONY.—Belonica oficinalis.

Class Dipyxania, Order QymyosrerMia.  Nat. Ord. Laniats,
Lasrare Trisg.

Tue Betony has some general resemblance to
the Dcad Nettles and Woundworts, but it has
one peculiarity by which it may be known from
all other of the red Labiate flowers.  Its spike
is formed of two portions. The upper portion
comprises a number of whorls, then we sec a
small piece of the stem without any flowers,
while the remainder of the spike, formed of
a small number of whorls, is quite distinct
from the upper part, and has two leaves at its
base. The Betony is common in woods and
thickets, and grows to the height of onc or
two feet : it has but few leaves, and the lower
ones grow on long footstalks. The flowers
appear in August, and are of a very rich
purplish red. It is the only British specics of
the genus.

The fresh flowers of the Betony are said to
have an intoxicating effect, and the dried leaves
to cause sneczing. The plant is still gathered
and dried for a medicine in country places,
though we no longer prize it as it was prized
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in earlier days. The Romans had a proverb,
“Sell your coat and buy Betony;” and
another old proverb was, “ May you have more
virtues than Betony.” Antoninus Musa,

hysician to the Emperor Augustus, wrote in
{iigh terms of its excellences, and stated that
it would curc forty-seven disorders to which
humanity was subject. Franzius, in his “Histo
of Brutes,” not content with the repute whicl%
Betony had obtained as a cure for human ills,
cites 1t as of medicinal value to the lower
animals. He says of the stag, “ When he is
wounded with a dart, the only curc he hath
is to eate some of the herbe called Betony,
which helpeth both to draw out the dart, and
to heale the wound.” Sir William Hooker
thinks that the modern name is a corruption
of Bentonic; “ben” meaning head, and
“ton” good or tonic.

The root of this plant is bitter. The whole
herb may be used to dye wool of a fine yellow
colour. It is also smoked as tobacco in country

laces. The Germans call it Die Befonika, the
talians Befonico, and the French La Bétoine.
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COMMON HOP.—Humulus Lupulus.
Class Digeia. Order Ocraxoris. Nat. Ord. Unriokz.
Nerree Trise.

Tris graceful twining plant hangs down its
small loose clusters of fragrant cones on many
of our hedges, in July and August. It 1s
rather naturalized than indigenous, but has, for
some centuries past, grown wild in some
counties of England. The stems are long and
trailing, and thickly set with small prickles.
It is largely cultivated in many garts of
England, that its catkins may be used to give
the bitter flavour to beer; and our country
hardly presents a more picturesque rustic
scene than that of the hop-garden, during
September or October, when men, women,
and children are busily engaged in unwreathing
the hop-poles. The culture of this plant was
introduced into England from Flanders, in the
time of Henry VIIL., but our forefathers
thought the hop unwholesome, and many
strongly v;:i)&)osed its use. Before this period,
various wild plants had been mingled in beer,
as the Wood Sage, and especially the Ground
Ivy, or Ale-hoof, as it was called. Ale was
commonly drunk at a very early period, in
this country :
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“ King Hardicanute, 'midst Danes and Saxons stout,
Caroused in nut-brown ale, and dined on grout.”
And one of the oldest Welsh songs says :—
« But we from the horn, the blue silver-rimm’d horn,
Drink the ale and the mead in our fields that were born.”
The generic name of the Hop is derived
from Awmus, rich carth, which is needful to
its culture; and the English word seems to
have come from the Saxon Aoppan, to elimb.
It is a powerful narcotic, and one of the very
best of vegetable tonics. The soothing power
of its fragrance has induced physicians to
recommend a hop pillow in cases of sleep-
lessness, a remedy which George III. was
accustomed to use in illness. The young tops
of either the wild or cultivated plant are tender,
and when boiled, may be eaten like asparagus.
Some of us have, haps, in childhood,
thought them sweeter than any other vegetable.
They were formerly brought to market in small
bundles. The stems and leaves of the hop
dye wool yellow, and a decoction of the root
is said to be as beneficial a medicine as the
sarsaparilla. A strong cloth is manufactured
in Sweden from the fibres of the stalk.
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GREAT REED-MACE, OR CAT’S-TAIL.
Typha latifolia.

Class Moxe@ora. Order Trianpria. Nat. Ord. TyrHAcCRA.
Rerp-Macr Trizg,

Tris plant, which is oftcn incorrectly called
Bulrush, is frequently represented by the
Italian painters as placed for a sceptre in the
hand of the Saviour, when, in mockery, the
soldiers called him King of the Jews. It is
our largest herbaceous aquatic, and our illus-
tration can but represent some of the smaller
leaves, many of these being three or four feet
long. The stem is often six feet in height,
and is surmounted by the olive-brown spike,
varying from the size which we have repre-
sented, to one of a foot in length. The lower
portion only of this contains fertile flowers,
the upper ones being barren. This Reed-Mace
is a handsome ornament to our river sides,
and is equally conspicuous on those, not only
of European countrics, but of New Zealand,
Australia, and of most parts of the world.
Cottages in England, and the huts in uncivi-
lized lands, often owe some of their covering
to its long leaves, which form a good thatch;
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and Kalm, who found it very frequent in
North America, mentions a variety of uses to
which it is there applied. In our country,
mats and baskets arc made of its leaves.
Haller says that the roots are caten in salads.
The pollen of the flower is very abundant, and
produces a flash of fire if a light is applied
to it.

An unripe spike of this plant will, if
gathered and put in a warm place, gradually
ripen its seeds, which are covered with a soft
down. The author once left one in a small
room, and taking it up some days after, and
inadvertently shaking it when the window was
open, hundreds of these seeds floated about the
room, settling themselves in the curtain and
carpets, and some time elapsed before the
could all be driven from their holds. This
woolly substance is said by Kalm to have
been formerly used in Sweden instead of
feathers. in beds and cushions, but its tendency
to adhere and form knots caused its disuse.
The plant flowers in July and August.

The other native species, the Lesser Reed-
Mace (Typha angustifolia), is less frequent.









ROUND-LEAVED SUNDEW.—Drosera
rotundifolia.

Class PeranprIA.  Order Hexacynia.  Nat. Ord, Droseraces.
Suxprw TaIBE.

A very curious and pretty little plant is
this Sundew, which is found on the bogs of
many parts of our country during July and
August. Its leaves are thickly covered with
red hairs, cach of which has a small drop of
clammy fluid at its tip, so that even at noon-
day, and in brightest sunshine, the plant secms
covered with the dew of evening. Insects
are attracted by the sweet flavour of this fluid,
and being entangled among the clammy hairs,
die on the leaf.

A small stem, from two to six inches in
height, bears on its top the few little white
blossoms, but many persons who know the
plant well have never seen the flowers fully
open. Their time of expansion is from nine
in the morning till noon; but we can mever
depend on their unfolding, for this seems in
no way determined by the absence or presence
of the sun, or by any obvious cause. The
onl{ way to make sure of seeing them is by
gathering a plant in bud, and placing it in
water. The author once examined, almost
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daily, during July, a number of thesc plants
on their native bog, and never but once was
fortunate enough to see them open. The
Rev. W. T. Bree says, that he had known the
plant from boyhood, and never saw it fairly
unclosed till the year 1833.  Botanising the
27th of July last,” says this gentleman, “ on
the shores of Coleshill Pool, where the Drosera

ows in great profusion, I was surprised and
delighted at beholding the flowers on every
plant fully and beautifully expanded. The day
was warm and bright, but the sunshine at
intervals interrupted by passing clonds: the
hour of the day must have been, I think, from
a little before twelve till one.” In the pre-
ceding summer this naturalist had visited the
same spot, at about the same season, and could
not find a single Sundew expanded.

A smaller species, the Long-leaved Sundew
(Drosera longifolia), often grows with the
former kind on bogs: and the rare species,
called Great Sundew (Drosera Anglica), is
occasionally found on similar places. All are
acrid, and were formerly prized as medicines.
A good cosmetic is made of their juices mingled
with milk.









GREAT HAIRY WILLOW-HERB.— Zpilo-
bium hirsutum.

Class Ooraxpria. Order MonocyN1A. Nat. Ord. ORAGRARIE.
Wirow-Here Trine.

In wandering during July and August
among lands through which the stream is
winding, we shall be almost sure to see this
flower, for it is a common plant by the side of
our fresh waters, and is too large to be over-
looked. It would scem at a distance almost
like a small shrub, for the st is often a yard
high, and has many branches well clad with
soft downy leaves, and with rich purple blos-
soms. The flowers have that mixture of red
and dark blue in their tint, which it 1s difficult
fully to describe, either by pen or pencil.

This flower is in many country places known
by the name of Codlins-and-Crcam, and
Cherry-pie, because of its odour of boiled
fruit. It is eaten by cattle, and an infusion
of this, as well as of some other species, has
an intoxicating effect. The down of some of
these Willow-herbs, mixed with cotton, has
been manufactured into stockings, and, mingled
with the fur of the beaver, has served for hats
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and other articles of clothing. There are
nine British species of this plant, but with
the exception of the Rose Bay Willow-herb
(Epilobium angustifolium), none of them are
so showy as the species we have represented.
The Rose Bay is frequent in Scotland, but is
not very common as a wild flower in England,
though frequently planted in gardens, under
the name of French Willow. The stems are
from four to six feet high, the flowers of a
reddish purple, and the pods so full of downy
secds, that if once admitted into a garden, 1t
can with difficulty be extirpated. It grows
in some moist places; and in the wild woods
near Wrington, in Somersetshire, whole acres
are gay in August with its showy blossoms.
The young shoots are boiled and eaten, and
the pith, when boiled and properly prepared,
makes both good beer and vinegar; but the
whole plant has, when infused, a very intoxi-
cating quality. The name of the genus, taken
from the Greek ept, upon, and Zodos, a pod, is
very significant, as all the flowers are seated
on long pods.
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GREATER KNAPWEED.—Centaurea
Seabiosa.
Class SYNGENESIA. Order Frusrnawra. Nat. Ord. ComposiTx.
Comrounp Frowzrs.

Ta1s handsome bright purple flower is
laced on a branched stem, two or three feet
igh, and is very common on barren pastures,

roadsides, or corn-fields. Its season of blossom
is July and August, but an occasional flower
enlivens the winter, even till Christmas. The
hard oblong calyx reminds us of its familiar
name of Iron-weed; and Knap-weed was
probably Knob-weed in former times. Clare
enumerates these plants among the flowers of
the corn-ficld.
“ Kach morning now the weeders meet

To cut the thistle from the wheat,

And ruin in the sunny hours

Full many a wild-weed with its flowers;

Corn-poppies, that in crimson dwell,

Called Head-aches for their sickly smell ;

And Charlocks, yellow as the sun,

That o’er the corn-fields quickly run ;

And Iron-weed, content to share

The meanest spot that spring can spare :

E'en roads where danger hourly comes

Are not without its purple blooms ;

Whose leaves, with threatening prickles round,

Thick set, that have no strength to wound,

Sink into childhood’s eager hold,

Like hair.”



160° GREATER KNAPWEED.

The Black Knapweed (Cenfaurea nigra) is
an cqually common flower, and is easily known
by its smaller blossoms, which are also of
much less vivid purple colour. Its leaves are
rough, with numcrous little bristles ; those at
the root are lyre-shaped, but those on the dark-
brown stem are long and slender. The scales
of the flower-cup are almost black, but thickly
set round with brown tecth. This flower
blossoms in July and August, and is popularly
known by the name of Hard-head. It is a
harsh, stubborn weed in meadows and pastures,
very difficult of extirpation, and seldom caten
by cattle, either in its green or dried state.
The expressed juice of the florets, both of this
and the Greater Knapweed, are said to make
a good ink.

The Brown-rayed Knapweed (Centaurea
Jacea) grows on waste places in Sussex, and
is abundant in Angusshire. It is a very hand-
some plant, with purple spreading florets.
There are three other native species of Cen-
taurea, the Corn Blue-bottle, and the two
kinds of Star Thistle.
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COMMON HEMLOCK.—Contum macu-

latum.

* Class PexrawpRia.  Order Diaynia.  Nat. Ord. UsneLiivess.
Uxpzriirerovs TRIBE.

Tae Hemlock may be known from plants
which are very similar by its smooth stem,
spotted with purplish brown, and its fetid
smell. The little leaflets at the base of its
small clusters, and which are called bracts,
only go haf way round the stalk, and the
foliage is large and beautifully formed. The
Hemlock has most powerful properties for good
or ill, and when bruised the disagreeable odour
is greatly increased. It may be found very fre-
quently in July bearing umbels of white flowers,
on banks, at the base of walls, and in other
waste places. The poisonous nature of the
plant was known both to the poets and
philosophers of olden times, every part of it
possessing, especially while fresh, a volatile
oily alkali, termed Conia, which is so poisonous
that a few drops will kill a small animal in a
few minutes. appily for us, men of science
know more of the worth and responsibility of
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human life than to agree with Pliny as to the
object for which such plants as the Hemlock
were created.  “ Wherefore,” says this old
writer, ‘“hath our Mother Earth brought out
oisons in so great a quantity, but that men in
gistress might make away with themselves ?”
This plant, however, like the Foxglove, is
adapted to the necessities of man, and is by
means of human skill made to lengthen life,
and not to shorten it, for it affords a valuable
relief in nervous and other disorders. The
injudicious use of Hemlock in villages has,
however, often becn attended with serious
results. Gerarde says that the Common Mar-
joram, given in wine, is a remedy not only
against “ the bitings and stingings of venomous
beasts,” but that it also cureth them that
have drunke opium or the juice of blacke
poppy or hemlocks, especially if it be given
with wine and raisons of the sunne.”
The Common Hemlock is the only British
species. It is usually about three or four feet
high, but is sometimes twice that height. The

hollow stems are by country people called
“kecksies,”
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IVY-LEAVED BELL-FLOWER.— Campa-
nula hederacea.

Class PeNraxpria. Order Moxooysia. Nat. Ord. CAMPANULACEX.
- Brri-rrower Trise.

Ta1s remarkably elegant plant is not un-
common on wet heaths and by the side of
streams in the south and west of England,
and is very abundant in Cornwall. The small
blossoms, on thread-like stems, are of pale,
clear blue, and the leaves are shaped like those
of the ivy, but of bright green. The plant is
usually from four to six inches in height, but
it sometimes climbs to twelve inches or more,
when it can cling to the grass, amongst which
it grows.

Of the eight wild species of Bell-flower,
this is the smallest. Though the flowers of all
are similar in form, and all of various shades
of blue or purple, yet there is great variety in
their size, from that of the httle bell here
represented, to the blossom of the Giant Bell-
flower (Campanula latifolia), which is a frequent
plant of Scotland, though not common in
English woods. It is often reared, however,
in our gardens, and, as well as some other
species, is called Canterbury Bell. A learned
writer on the usages of the Roman Catholic
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Church supposes that this flower was so called
from its resemblance to the hand-bells which
were carried on a pole in the processions of
pilgrims to the shrine of Thomas a Becket in
those days when, as Chaucer writes—
“ And specially from every shire’s ende
Of Englelond to Canterbury they wende,
The holy blissful martyr for to seeke,
That hem hath holpen whan that they were seke.”
The Bell-flowers are still often used in
country places, as Clare says they were in his
boyhood’s days :—
% When glowworm, found in lanes remote,
Is murder'd for its shining coat,
And put in flowers that Nature weaves
‘With hollow shapes and silken leaves,
Such as the Canterbury bell,
Serving for lamp or lantern well.”
But some insects are taunght by their instinct
to turn these azure canopies to good account.
“ The male of a little ,” say Kirby and
Spence, “ a true Sybarite, dozes voluptuously
in the bells of different species of Campanula,
in which, indeed, we have often found other
insects asleep.” Linneus named a species
Florissimus use it loved to sleep in
flowers.
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FIELD CHICKWEED.—Cerastium arvense.

Class Drcaxpria. Order Penracynia. Nat. Ord. CARYOPUYLLER.
Caickweep Trire.

No less than eight species of thesc Mouse-
ear Chickweeds grow wild in our native land,
some of them being among the commonest
plants, and flowering throu;ﬁxout the sumimer.
The whole tribe are remarkably prolific, and
supply in their seeds an abundant food for
birds. They have all whitc blossoms, shaped
much like those represented, but in most
species they are much smaller.

The Field Chickweed thrives best on dry,
sandy, and gravelly places, flowering in June.
Its large blossoms of pure white are very
pretty, and generally grow in the number of
two or three at the top of the stalk. Its
leaves are narrow and downy. The flower is
described as very common in most counties of
England, but the author does not find it so
in Kent. It is rare in Scotland.

The Alpine Mouse-ear Chickweed (Ceras-
tium alpinum), a low plant with white silky
leaves and large white flowers, is very frequent
in the Highlands of Scotland. Dr. Suther-
land, in s recently published Journal of a
Voyage to Baffin’s Bay, which was made in
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1851 and 1852, in search of Sir John Franklin,
describes this plant as growing on land little
removed from the sea and its immense icebergs.
“ Button Point,” he says, “looked as green as
any English meadow, and the grass upon it
was not one whit less luxuriant. The Foxtail
Grass and the Chickweed (Cerastium alpinum),
and hosts of other grasses and herbaceous
plants, grow among the bones of animals, and
arc stimulated by the oil and animal matter
which they contain, and by the filth which is
inseparable from Esquimaux habitations, to a
degree of luxuriance which no one would be
illing to assign to the 73d deg. of N. lati-
tude.” The Doctor adds, that the chubby
Esquimaux boy, filthy and greasy as he is,
takes his childish pastime, rolling on the
downy plots with which Nature provides him.
The name of this genus is from ceras, a horn,
from the shape of the seed-vessel in some of
the species ; and in several European countries
they are familiarly called by some word refer-
ing to this. Hence the Dutch term this
flower Hoornbloem, and the Germans, Das
Hornkraut, It is the Homurt of the Danes,
and the Hornort of the Swedes. ,









FIELD GENTIAN.—Gentiana campestris.

Class PErTaxDRIA. Order Dicyxia. Nai, Ord. GERTIANER.
GENTIAN TRIBE.

THa1s blossom, of purplish lilac, is common on
dry hilly pastures from August till October.
The plant 1s about six or eight inches high, and
is very similar to another species ca.l%ed the
Autumnal Gentian (Gentiana Amarella), which
is to be found in similar places at the samec
time. This latter kind may be known from
the species here figured by the circumstance
that its corolla is cut into five, instead of four,
segments. Both species have a delicate fringe
in the throat of the blossom, which is a most
beautiful object under a microscope.

Five species of Gentian belong to our wild
flowers. The Marsh Gentian (Gentiana Pneu-
monanthe), called Calathian Violet or Harvest
Bell, has deep blue blossoms marked with five
green stripes. It is a rare and a most
beautiful flower, growing in bogs. The Spring
Gentian too (Gentiana verna) is rare, but its
large single bell is of exquisite blue; and
hardly less beautiful or less infrequent is the
cluster of Small Alpine Gentian, (Gerfiana
alpina,) which is found on the very summit
of the Highland mountains. The bitter prin.
ciple contained in the Gentians has led to the
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medicinal use of several species. The bitter
Gentian of commerce is the Gentiana lutea of
the Alps; but the root of our autumnal species
is useg in Russia; and the Purple Gentian
(Gentiana purpurea) of Northern Europe is of
as much power as the species usually employed.
Sir J. E. Smith tells us that a ship from
Norway once brought a quantity of this root
to Edinburgh, where it was used with success,
and found its way into the Pharmacopeeia by
the name of Cursuta,—a word which puzzled
the etymologists, but which he believed to be
a corruption of Skar-sote, “mountain soot,”
its Norway name.

Most of the Gentians are found where the
country is hilly or mountainous. It was to
some of this tribe that Coleridge alluded
when he penned his magnificent poem to
Chamouni :—

“ Who bade the sun

Clothe you with rainbows? Who, with living flowers

Of loveliest blue, spread garlands at your feet %

God! let the torrents, like a shout of nations,

Answer! and let the ice-plains echo, God |”

The beautiful large flower of Genfiana
major grows in immense numbers within a
few paces of the glaciers of Mont Blanc.
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STINKING IRIS.—Iris fatidissima.

Class Triaxpria. Order Mowooyyia. Nat. Ord. Irivacea.
Iris Trieg.

Trovey the familiar name of this flower is
inelegant, yet, as might be inferred, it is ex-
pressive enough, for it has a most disagrccable
odour, especially when bruised. The blossoms
are of a dull leaden purple colour, and appear
in June and August. The long, flat, sword-
like leaves are so acrid, that they will, if bitten,
produce a burning sensation in the tongue and
lips, and are said even to loosen the teeth.
This Iris is frequent in woods and hedges in
the west and south of England, and is particu-
larly abundant in Devonshire. The scarlet
berries, when lying in their half-open capsule,
are exceedingly beautiful ; and they continue
to ornament the plant through the dreariest
season, or if gathered, form a handsome
addition to the winter nosegay, as they will
continue bright for some months.

This flower is sometimes called the Gladwyn
Iris. In other places it is known as the Roast
Beef Plant, on account of some supposed
resemblance in its odour to that of this old
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English dish. It shares with other kinds of
Iris the name of Flower de Luce, but this
should rather be applied to the lily. The
introduction of this flower as a type in heraldry
may be referred to the time of the Crusades,
when Louis VII. of France chose it as his
emblem. It appears, however, in the crown
worn by Edwar({) the Confessor, according to
a coin engraved both in Speed and Camden.
The Flewr de Lis, as its name imports, was
evidently a lily; and the lily is represented
in all ancient religious paintings of the Virgin,
and in the old illuminated missals, either alone
or in combination with the rose, as her invari-
able accompaniment. Our purple Iris is the
only native species of this colour, though every
variety of blue, as well as of yellow, 1s found
in gardens. The only other wild Iris is the
bright yellow flower of our streams, which
has already been described. The name, which
belonged to the heathen goddess of the rain-
bow, was given to the genus because of the
various and beautiful hues of the blossoms.









WOOD SAGE.—Teucrium Scorodonia.

Class Divysaxia.  Order GyuvosrerMia. Nat. Ord. Laniatz.
Laniare Taise.

Tur wrinkled leaves of this plant are much
like those of the true Sage (Salvia), but it has
little other affinity with it. It is sometimes
called Garlick Sage, because when bruised it
has some slight odour of garlick, and in many
places it is known as the Wood Germander.
The spike of greenish yellow flowers, though
not conspicuous, is pretty, and may be found
from June to October, in woods, and on
hedges, and other dry places.

No one would taste the bitter leaf of this
plant without being at once reminded of the
flavour of the hop. Every part of the Wood
Sage has somewhat of this bitter principle;
and in Sweden as well as in Jersey it is used
instead of the hop in brewing. It is said
that by its use the sooner becomes cleared
than by the hop, but it darkens the colour of
the liquor. In Jersey, when the usual bever-
age of cider has failed, the people make their
home-brewed beer of the sage without any
admixture of the hop, and they call the plant
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by the name of 4mbrosie. 'The synonym of
Ambrosia was one of its oldest names in our
own land, and apparently alludes to something
of a divine and undying nature which the plant
was thought to possess. Some English writers
on agriculture have recommended its cultiva-
tion, alleging that it is scarcely inferior to the
hop in its qualities, and that it would require
far less amount of expenditure than that plant.

Another native species is the Water Ger-
mander (7eucrium Scordium), s rare plant of
marshes, with purple flowers. It was, in early
times, regarded as a most valuable medicine
in the plague, and other pestilential disorders.
A third species, which is generally called the
Wall Germander (Zeucrium Chameedrys), is
rare also, and is indeed a doubtful native. It
has very small purple flowers.

The genus derives its name from Teucer,
who is said first to have used some of the
species medicinally. The Water Germander
is still employed as a tonic medicine in some
villages.









STRAWBERRY TREE.—Arbutus Unedo.

Class Droaxpria. Order Moxoeyxia. XNatl. Ord. Eriors,
Hgara Trise.

Tris beautiful tree, with its dark glossy
evergreen leaves, is better known to most of
us as a garden, than as a wild plant. Yet it
is wild in the south of Ireland, and is abundant
in woods at Mucross and Glengariff, ncar
Bantry, as well as about the lakes of Killarncy.
Some writers think that it was introduced into
this country from Spain or Italy, by the monks
of Mucross Abbey, and doubtless we owe many
plants to those who tended the gardens of the
monasteries. No accurate account even of
the trees or flowers then known in, Britain has
descended from those days, so that an uncer-
tainty remains as to the origin of many now
considered wild. The Arbutus is in blossom
in September and October, its beautiful waxen
bells, tinged with green, hanging beside the
more brilliant ripening fruits, which arc the
produce of last year’s flowers. The berry is
scarlet, and much like a large strawberry, but
it has not the rich flavour of that fruit; and
many writers, as Sir J. E. Smith, describe it as
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“ ungrateful.” Hence the name Unedo, * One
I eat,” is said to have originated from the
circumstance that we should not, after taking
the first, desire a second. When not too ripe,
however, these fruits are agreeable to many
palates, and boys gather them from the bushes
about Killarney, and carry them in baskets
for sale. Like the berries of the Mountain
Ash, they have astringent properties, and a
large number should not be eaten. In Spain
both sugar and spirit are extracted from them.

The lakes of Killarney are rendered superior
in picturesque beauty to the Scottish lakes by
the great variety of tint in their foliage. Inghs
says that few spots can show more loveliness
in this respect, their hues varying from those of
the brownish-green heather to the dark full
green of the Arbutus.

The two species of Bear-berry belong to this
genus, but they are not frequent plants. The
Red Bear-berry (4rbutus Uva-ursi), is abun-
dant on mountainous heaths in the North;
and the Black Bear-berry (drbutus alpina) is
common on mountains in the north of Scotland.









COMMON HORNWORT.—Cerafophyllum
demersum.

Class Moxaora, Order PoLvaxvria, Naf. Ord. CERATOPRYLIER.
Hornworr Trisk.

Mosr lovers of the rural walk are lovers too
of the streams, which, with « quiet tune,”
wander through the grass and sedges. Those
who linger looking down into the waters, see
plainly that they have a vegetation peculiar to
themselves. Not to tell of showy flowers, as
Water-lilics, and Flags, and Willow herbs, there
are aquatic grasses, and sprays of small leaves,
and masses of green threads which have no
flowers, or flowers so small as not to be secn
without close examination. The simplest form
of the aquatic vegetation are those slimy masses
which seem to have little right to one of their
old names of Flowers of Heaven, and Falling
Stars; then come the Conferve, many of
them commonly known by the name of Crow-
silk, and often f)(’)rming tufts of brown or green
silky jointed threads: while duckweeds, like
little bright green leaves, and pond-weeds with
foliage of dull olive, and star-worts, and feather-
foils, and Hornwort, in their various forms,
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serve to render the pool as luxuriant as the
meadow.

There are, in our streams, two species of
Hornwort, very similar in their general appear-
ance. The kind here represented is a very
common plant in slow rivers and ditches. It
is buoyed up entirely under water, and has long
slender stems, around which the leaves grow in
whorls, forming a more or less compact cone,
the thread-like leaves being forked. The green
flowers, which appear in July, are very small,
and situated close to the stem. The fruit
which succeeds them has two thorns near the
base, and this is the chief distinction between

the common Hornwort and the other species.
The Unarmed Hornwort (Ceratophylium
submersum) is less general in our fresh waters,
but grows in ditches at the south and east of
England. A species of Hornwort very similar
to these is described as growing in the mineral
thermal springs of Albano, where the tempera-
ture of the waters is 95° of Fahrenheit. The
enus is named from two Greek words, signi-
?ying horn and leaf.









COMMON HOLLY.—Zlex Aquifolium.

Class TrrraxorIA. Order TeTRAGYNIA. Nat. Ord. Inroixus.
Horry Trieg.

Tue Holly bough is too distinetly associated
with some of the happiest days of childhood,
to need description.  Christmas-eve, with the
Holly, and mistletoe, and ivy, brought in to
deck the home—Christmas-day, with its red
berrics mingled with the ivy and yew to
ornament the church, are seasons and circun-
stances not to be forgotten in life’s later days ;
and the sight of these evergreens can recal to
most some joyous remembrances, mingled,

rhaps, with sad thoughts of some who

ailed the festive seasons in other days, and
whose voices shall gladden them no more. In
many places onr old Christmas usages are
falling into disuse, and we can join in the
lament of Clare :—

“ 0Old customs, oh, I love the sound, Pride d;roﬁ above simplcity,

However simple they may be? And spurns them from her
Whate'er with time hath sanction lmﬁty mind ;
found, And soon the 's song will be"
Is welcome and is dear to me: The only ze! they can find.

Familiar as the red berries of the Holly are
to us all," yet its flowers are less generally
known. These grow closely round the stem in
May and June, and are white, and thick, as if

VOL. IL N
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cut out of wax. The dark evergreen glossy
leaves arc usually edged with sharp spines;
but the upper ones are often smooth, a
circumstance on which Southey founded his
beautiful little poem of the Iolly-Tree. The
plant is very frequent in woods and hedges,
especially where the soil is of gravel; and
though it is of slow growth, yet it will, in the
course of time, form an excellent garden hedge.
All readers of John Evelyn’s I)im;iy will re-
member how much he lamented the destruction
of his beautiful Holly hedge, at Saye’s Court,
by the Czar of Muscovy. 'This hedge was 400
feet in length, 9 feet high, and 5 feet thick ; and
its owner might well mourn over its destruction.
In France, the young shoots of the Holly
are given as winter food to sheep and deer.
The wood is very white, and is used for painted
screens, and various articles wrought by the
turner. Birdlime is made from the bark. The
followers of Zoroaster believe that the sun never
shadows the Holly-tree, and the modern Parsees
are said to throw water, in which this plant is
infused, on the face of a newly-born infant.









PREMORSE SCABIOUS.—Scaliosa succisa.

Class TrrraxpriA. Order Moxoaysia. Nat. Ord. Dipsacrx.
TraskL TriBE.

Ta1s pretty Scabious, with its purplish blue
blossoms, forming nearly globose heads, is
frequent on hills and commons, frem August
to October. As it grows so much on downs
among the short grass, it is appropriately
called by the Dutch, by a word signifying
Turf-weed. Its old name of Devil's Bit
Scabious, and its French synonym of Mors
du Diable, were given on account of its root,
which terminates abruptly. Our old herbalists
knew it by this name. “Fabulous antiquity,”
says one of them, “ (the monks and fryers, as
I suppose, being the inventors of. the fable,)
said that the Deville, envying the good that
this herb might do to mankind, hit away part
of the root of it, and thereof came the name
of Succisa and Deville’s Bit.”

We can remember having been sometimes
disappointed on pulling up the root, at finding
that it was not always thus premorse; but
Dr. Drummond- says that it is so only after
the first year. He adds, that from this period
the root becomes woody, dies, and, with the
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exception of the ugper part, decays, and that
this causes the eroded and bitten appearance ;
while the new lateral branches, shooting out
from the part left, compensate for the want of
the main root. The author finds that in
specimens in which the root has the bitten
appearance, the fibres often end so abruptly,
that they too seem to have been bitten off.

We do not, in modern days, recognise any
great medicinal powers in this Scabious. The
root is astringent, and an infusion made with
it has a slightly bitter flavour. Linnaus tells
us that a yellow dye is obtained from the
leaves.

The flower, growing on a slender stem, a
foot, or sometimes two feet in height, is con-
spicuous on the open downs. The Rev.T. Bree
has found it with white blossoms, near Allesley,
in Warwickshire. The other species, the Small
Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), blooms earlier,
and has a pale lilac flower, more resembling
that of the Knautia, already described. It
has also cut leaves, whereas those of the
premorse species are oblong and undivided.






CONKON NIPPARWORD



COMMON NIPPLE-WORT.—Lapsana
communis.

Class SyneENEsiA, Order EBquarus. Naf, Ord. CodrosiTa.
CoMrouxp FrLowErs.

Tris plant, which produces its numerous
yellow starry flowers in July and August, may
often, also, in a mild season, be found in bloom
as late as December. It is not handsome, the
blossorns being small and of a rather pale
yellow, and the stalks long and straggling.
The stem is about two or three feet high, and
very much branched. The leaves arc ver
thin, soft, and slightly hairy, and vary. muc
in shape on the same specimen. Some are
close to the stem, and heart-shaped at the
base; others are long and slender; and those
at the lower part of the plant are lyre-shaped.

This flower is very common in almost all
hedges and waste places, but it is one which
would oftener be called a weed than a flower.
In some places it is known by the name of
Succory Dock Cress, or Swine's Cress. The
foliage is slightly pungent and bitter. It is
said to be boiled for greens in some parts of
England, but it is so inferior for this purpose
to many other common wild plants, that it
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is not likely to be generally used, the bitter
taste remaining even after boiling. It could
certainly only be eaten in spring, when the
shoots are young, and at this season the small
tops arc flavoured something like the radish.
In Turkey they are sold in the markets for
salad, but climate probably modifies their
flavour.

The common species often grows as a ‘weed
in gardens, but the only other British species
is more rare. This 18 the Dwarf Nipple-
Wort (Lapsana pusilla), which, though much
branched, is not above six or eight inches high.
It has small yellow flowers in June and July,
and is found in corn-fields or gravelly soils,
This kind is easily known from the other,
as well as from plants somewhat similar, by its
pipe-like stems, which are thickened and club-
shaped at the extremities. The larger species
is frequent throughout Europe. The Germans
call it Rainkohl; the Dutch, Lorchenboom ;
and it is La Lampsane Commune of the French,
The scientific name is of Greek origin.









HEMP AGRIMONY.—Euwpatorium Canna-
binum.

Class Syxeexesia. Order Hquavis. Nat. Ord. CouposiTE.
Coxrouxy FLOWERS.

Troven the blossoms of the Hemp Agri-
mony, forming clusters of purplish pink colour,
are not showy, yot the plant is conspicuous on
river sides by its large size, and by growing in
great numbers together. It flowers in July
and August, and is frequent in moist places.
It has a slightly aromatic odour, and the
branched reddish stems arc three or four fect
high, thickly studded with downy leaves.
There is little variety in the tint of either leaf
or flower, and neither has a bright or gay
appearance.

This plant is bitter in flavour, and a decoc-
tion of its root is an old medicine, and has
some tonic virtues, but as an over-dose would
be dangerous, it is to be regretted that it should
be used as a village medicine. About the
dykes of Holland it thrives very plentifully, and
the Dutch, who call it Boelkenskruid, use it
as a remedy for various disorders. It is likely
that they act wisely in choosing it for this
purpose, for as Dr. George Moore has re-
marked, when spcaking of tonics, “ Bitters
are more relished and more useful in marshy
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districts than in those more salubrious. The
poor, on the coast of Sussex, use a strong
infusion of that excellent bitter, the Lesser
Centaury, with success in brow-ague, and the
intermittent head-ache, so common among
them.” The author has also observed the
-good effects of this latter herb, when used
medicinally, in some marshy districts of Kent.

Little importance can be attached to ‘the
opinion of the ancients respecting the remedial
effects of plants, because they were influenced
by many fanciful notions respecting them.
The Hemp Agrimony, however, was prized in
early times, and Pliny relates that it received
its name Eupator, which was the surname of
Mithridates,” king of Pontus, because he first
discovered its excellent qualities. It is said
that if the plant be placed on shelves where
bread is kept, it will prescrve it from becoming
mouldy.

The Common Hemp Agrimony is the only
British plant of the genus. The Fever-wort
of North America is the perfoliate species;
and an American physician, some years since,
published a dissertation on the medical virtues
of this plant.






CONMYR RABJORKM.



COMMON MARJORAM.— Origanum

vulgare.

Class Dipyxamia.  Order Gyunospermia.  Nat, Ord. Lasiarx.
Lasiare Tring,

Tae Fleasant odour of this plant, as well
as the place of its growth, renders its scientific
name very suitable. This is derived from the
two Greek words, Ores, a mountain, and ganos,
a joy; and a joy and delight it is to all
who wander where it is plentifu’. { i most
abundant o hilly places and dry banks, espe-
cially such as have a chalk or limestne soil,
where it grows to about the height of a foot
or more. Its cluster of lilac, or purplish
flowers, seem of a dark chocolate tint when
only half expanded, in consequence of the
numerous small leaves near the calyx, which
the botanist terms bracts, and which are of this
deep hue. It blooms in July and August, and
it is often cultivated in kitchen gardens for
domestic uses. An infusion of its leaves is
in good repute as a tea in country places,
and it is very aromatic and agreeable. In
Sweden the Marjoram is used in beer to pre-
serve it from becoming acid, and it is said to
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add to its intoxicating powers. The young
tops dye woollen cloth of a purple colour.

The Marjoram was formerly much employed
in medicine, and a strong essential oil exists in
every part of the plant. The oil is very acrid
and caustic, and a stimulating liniment* is
obtained from it, which is .applied with good
effect in cases of rheumatism. A small piece
of wool dipped in the juice and put into the
mouth, will often allay the toothache, and the
whole plant is used in fomentations and medi-
cated vapour baths.

The Common Marjoram is the only British
species of the genus. It was formerly called
Organy, and the long-disputed Oregon terri-
tory is said to have reccived its name from
the prevalence of this plant there. It is
common throughout Europe, and is very
generally known by some name similar to our
Marjoramn. Forskahl says that its Arabic name
is Maryamych, which the Arabs pronounce
Marjamie.
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WILD CARROT.—Daucus Carota.

Class PENTANDRIA, ' Order Digynia. Nat. Ord. UMBELLIFERZ.
UnsELiirerous TRIBE.

Tar Wild Carrot may be distinguished
from other umbelliferous plants, by the purple
or reddish-coloured flower which is found in
the centre of the umbel, the whole of the
central umbel being sometimes also of dark
red or purple. The odour of the root too
is cxactly like that of the cultivated variety
of our gardens, but it is either white or of a
pale yellowish tinge. The leaves are handsome
and graceful, and were formerly worn by ladies
as feathers.

This plant is, in country places, commonly
called Bird’s Nest, because the stalks of the
cluster, after flowering, stand upright and form
a concave circle something like a nest. Though
the bird makes no use of this, yet it scems
that some of .the insect race avail themselves
of so good a place for their nightly repose, for
Kirby and Spence mention their having found
& curious and rare species of bee aslecp in this
sheltered dormitory.

The Wild Carrot is a very frequent plant
on pastures and the borders of fields, and is
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the only British species, the kind called the
Sea-side Carrot being most probably but a
variety of it. It is biennial, and is a tough-
stemmed and somewhat bristly plant, usually
rather more than a foot in height, and flowering
in July and August, its white clusters having,
in some specimens, a delicate tinge of pink.
The seeds are bristly, and are strongly aromatic
both in odour and flavour; and if placed in
water they will impart to it a strong scent.
They are considered carminative in their
nature. The Wild Carrot is generally found
throughout Europe, and Sir T. L. Mitchell,
when in Australia, saw a very similar species
in abundance there, which he says he doubted
not was a good vegetable; but his men,
having suffered illness from cating a wild pea
of that country, naturally enough declined
trying the goodness of the carrot.

The Carrot derives its name, according to
Theis, from Car, red, in Celtic; whence also
come Garance, the French name for the red
Madder roots, and our words carmine and
carnatiou.









SPIKED PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE.
Lythrum Salicaria.

Class Doproanpria. Order Moxoeysia. Nat. Ord. Lyraraniz.
TRIFE TRIBE.

Tue Long Purples, as country people call
the Loosestrife, are among the most con-
spicuous as well as the most richly-tinted of
all the flowers which grcw among the rushes
and sedges of our streams. Far away, and
long ere any other blossom can be discerned,
the tall rich spikes may be seen bowing slightly
to the breeze which ripples the current, and
colouring the landscape for miles along the
margin of the waers. The square stem is two,
three, ,or sometimes even four feet high, and
often more than a foot of its upper portion is
during July and August crowded with the
whorls of b{ossoms.

This flower is in some countries called
Purple Grass, Willow-Strife, Purple Lythrum,
or Willow Lythrum. The French call it La
Salicaire, and there is also a reference to the
willow-shaped foliage, in the specific name of
Salicaria, from Salix, a willow. The long
narrow leaves are either opposite on the stem,
or form a whorl of three or more around it.
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The colour of the flower is named from the
Greek Iythron, blood ; and its hue is certainly
much more like the ancicnt than the modern
purple, having a rich crimson tint upon it.

. This flower is common on moist lands,
both in our own country and those of scveral
other parts of Europe. It is frequent too in
Australia, and Sir 'I. L. Mitchell says that it
“raises its crimson spikes of flowers among
the reeds of the Macquarie, as it does in
England, on the banks of the Thames.”

The only other species is a very different
plant, and {as less pretensions to beauty. It
18 the Hyssop-leawed Loosestrife (Zgghrum
liyssopifolium). 1t scldom exceeds three inches
in height, has solitary purple blossoms and
alternate leaves, and i1s rather a rare, or, at
least, a local flower on lands occasionally
inundated, or on which water has stood. It
occurs chiefly in the eastern counties of
England; its flowers are small and of dark
purple, and it blooms in August.









COMMON GRASS OF PARNASSUS.
Parnassia palustris.

Clags Pexraxpria. Order Trrragenia. Nat. Ord. HyrericiNgz.
8r, Joun's Worr Trise.

Taosz who are not great observers of plants,
would, perhaps, smile at the predilection which,
the botanist feels for boggy land. But some
of our.most lovely plants grow there, and
in such” places, especially i the northern
counties of England, and in Wales, we may
find the Grass of Parnassus, with its delicate
cream-floured flowers, beautifully veined, and
the leaves around the root on long stalks, while
,}’;‘eﬁ: m‘!&eﬁ: a leaf clasps the ﬂower-séreom.

o - & singular appearance, from
the fan-shaped sca]es,ni%x"ln}ged *Iv’#ith white hairs,
which lie around the centre, and which are the
nectaries, a little wax-like gland being at the
%) of each hair, { e

--Any one who looked at this plant would
wonder why it should have received its English
name of Grass, for it bas no affinity whatever
to the true grasses, with their hollow jointed
stems, and green flowers. We can give no
reason, unless it was meant to convey the idea
that the plant was common as the very grass
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itself on Mount Parnassus. Gerarde is highly
indignant at its being so misnamed. The
Grasse of Parnassus,” he says, * hath heretofore
been descritied by blinde men ; I donot meane
stich as are blinde in their eyes, but in their
understandings, for if this plant be a kind of
agae; then may the Butter-bﬂrfé or, Colte’s-
%T ‘be reckoned for grasses, as also all other

lants whatsoever.” This flower was also i

ormer times called the Noble Liverwort, ant
was, doubtless, like some others which' bore
similar names, conmdered as & remedy in
disease. It grows on spongybags in ‘most
European countries, and its mm;why has
some referepce to the classic £ Thus
the French term it Fleur de Parnassusj the
Dutch call it Parnaskreid; the Itahms
Spaniards, and Portuguese,édl know it by the
name of Parnasia. ‘
The stem of this ﬂom is S and
usnall about eight or ten inehes high; but
Villiam Hooker found it growing mth
flowers, and the stem only abotitear

nch in height, at North Romldsha, in Orkmy
1t is the only British species.
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