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EDITORIAL HINTS.

Experimental Farm Notes.

Improvement in Egg Yield— White Ply-
mouth Rocks—Rhode Island Reds—
Fighting Lice and Preve7iting Sick-
ness— The Egg Yield and Prices for
the Month of August.

Whitewash.
Get to work.
Gather leaves.

Show enterprise.
Order new blood.
Practice economy.
Secure a trap nest.

How are the roofs ?

Clean the windows.
Prepare for winter.
Paint the buildings.
Get in the road dust.
Keep thoroughbreds.
Pen up the cockerels.
Clean up the rubbish.
Give the farm a name.
Give the pullets room.
Encourage the pullets.
Today is the best time.
Hurry up the building.
Establish a local trade.
Get us new subscribers.
Secure your vegetables.
Fight the poultry trust.

Get rid of the mongrels.
Discoitrage the huckster.
Repairs are now in order.
Make your plant a model.
Market the surplus stock.
Tomorrow may be too late.

The morning sun is a tonic.

Are the pullets developing?
Introduce us to your friends.
The new feathers are coming.
Now is the time to buy stock.
Get the winter quarters ready.
Do you know your best layers ?

There is a big improvement this year
in the late Summer and early Fall egg
crop on the Experimental Farm, com-
pared with the same time last year, and
with the same number of fowls. In
August, 1898, the highest number of
eggs laid in one day was 13, and the low-
est I. In 1899, the highest number was
34, and the lowest 15. In September,
1898, the highest number was 12, and
the lowest o. This year, to date (Sep-
tember 18) the highest number was 18,

lowest 6.

This improvement, we conclude, is

due to our care in mating only our best
layers. Last year we did not have trap
nests to point out our best layers ; this
year we have, and expect to improve
wonderfully in this particular.
There has been a general improvement

in the egg crop ever since last January,
and we are not forgetful of the fact that
much of it is due to the green cut bone
and animal meal, as well as the vegeta-
bles, clover and tender grass we have
been feeding. We feed cut bone every
Wednesday and Saturday, and mix Bow-
ker's Animal Meal in the soft food every
day. During the winter we cook clover
hay and mix with the mash. Just as
soon as we can get green clover we stop
feeding the hay. Besides, having alter-
nate runs to each pen, we have one yard
growing in green oats while the other is

being occupied by the fowls. By the
time they clean out the one run, the
other is green enough for them. This
arrangement goes a great way towards
solving the green food problem. In
feeding vegetables we cut them in our
Evans Root Cutter and feed raw. We
find the fowls like them better, or at
least just as well, and they are not so
apt to overfatten as when cooked vegeta-
bles are given.

***

We are trying another breed. This
year, or rather the coming Winter and
Spring, we will experiment with White
Plymouth Rocks. August loth we

secured 6 White Plymouth Rock hens,
and they laid, up to the end of the
month, 78 eggs, or an average of a frac-

tion over 3 eggs a day. This, consider-
ing the fact that they were placed in
new quarters in a strange place, is a very
good record. September 12th we pur-
chased 10 additional hens, account of
which will be given next month. These
were owned by Wm. Bernshouse, of
Hammonton, an old-time poultryman,
who had his stock bred up to heavy egg
production. The fowls we purchased
are not only extra good layers, but they
are large birds, showing very attractive
carcasses, and are excellent specimens
of the breed. They have been doing
good work since in our possession, and
we expect to give some good reports.

***

Our Rhode Island Reds are growing
finely. We believe we will have enough
pullets to make up two fine yards—one
of single combs, and one of rose combs.
It will be interesting to keep track of
their laying and general purposes, and
see how they will compare with our
other breeds.
As we will use trap nests in all our

pens this Winter and Spring, it will be
interesting to know which breed will
give the best individual egg record,
which breed will give the best average,
which breed will show the most broodi-
ness, etc. Likewise, which breed will
give the best broilers, which the quick-
est, which the best roasting fowls, and
which the most attractive carcasses.
The breeds contesting will be Light
Brahmas, White Wyandottes, White
Leghorns, White Plymouth Rocks, Rose
Comb Rhode Island Reds, and Single
Comb Rhode Island Reds.
We do not intend permanently keep-

ing so many breeds on the farm. Our
present idea is to test these that we may
know which ones it will be best to re-
tain for our purpose—furnishing eggs,
broilers, roasters, breeding stock and
eggs for hatching. We want only the
best. Our territory being limited, we
cannot afford to harbor drones, nor keep
a breed that will not fill the bill. Two
acres is not a large area upon which to
make a living with poultry, but we be-
lieve that with the right fowls, the right
accommodations, and the right facilities,
feed and care, we will succeed.



50 A Kew Hens Oct. 15

We are continually fighting lice. Not
that we are overrun by them, but in-

stead are using methods to keep them
at bay. During the past season we have
had a pretty weak army to conquer. We
keep insect powder in the nests, clean
up the droppings daily, disinfect with
carbolate of lime, pour kerosene on the
roosts and in the corners of the nest,

once a week, and whitewash the inside

of the buildings several times a year.

In addition to this we keep the drinking
vessels clean and sweet, give fresh water
daily to the fowls, feed only the purest
of feeds, and as much variety as possi-

ble. This, with good care, always aim-
ing to have the fowls comfortable, has
enabled us to not only keep lice at bay,

but have our stock in the best of health.
We never had, or never saw hardier
stock. We will not breed from other
than the most rugged.

***

During the month of August our
Brahmas laid Ii8 eggs

;
Wyandottes, 354

eggs
;
Leghorns, 168 eggs ; White Ply-

mouth Rocks, 78 eggs. This made a

total of 718 eggs for the mouth, or a daily

average of a fraction over 23 eggs. The
highest number of eggs laid in one day
was 34, and the lowest number 15.

Of eggs retailed, the highest price we
received during the month was 19 cents

;

the lowest, 16 cents; average, 17 cents.
^

Eggs and. Egg Farming.

Chicago Cold-Storage Eggs— Value of
Poultry Crop—Big Egg Contract—
Excellent Laying Records—Remark-
able Work by a Flock of Common Hens.

"Every-day layers" is stretching the
truth.

"Eggs laid to order" is a sign in a New
York provision store.

It is said that, in 1898, Germany im-
ported more than 100,000 tons of eggs,
valued at $17,000,000.

The Third Annual Open Laying Com-
petition, of London, England, will

commence on October 25, and continue
for 16 weeks (February 13, 1900.)

To have a regular supply of eggs
throughout the year, there should be
a pen of two-year-old hens, one of
yearlings, and a pen each of February,
March, April and May hatched pullets
on the farm.

Winter laying is greatly a matter of

breeding rather than breed, says A.
Newport, secretary of the English
Open Laying Competition, and a win-
ning pen is not a haphazard selection,

but the fruit of years of observation,
careful selection,and judicious mating.

Chicago claims to have nearly 30 per
cent, of all the eggs in storage in the
United States. There are about 700,000
cases, or about 168,000,000 eggs, which
cost $2,677,500. The cost, including
storage and insurance, is about 14 cts.

a dozen, two cts. more than the cost
last year.

Contracts were closed recently in Kan-
sas City, Mo., for the sale to a syndi-
cate of eastern commission merchants
of 70 car loads of eggs now in store at
Topeka, Abilene and Concordia, Kans.
The sellers will realize 16 cents a
dozen, and the eggs will retail in New

York, Boston, Philadelphia, and other
cities, at "a little over 20 cents. The
deal is estimated to cover 10,000,000
eggs.

The Columbus (Ga.) Enquirer g\\&s the
following estimates of crops in this

country :

Earnings of poultry, $290,000,000.
Value of cotton crop, 259,164,640.
Value of wheat crop, 237,938,998.
Value of swine, 186,259,745.
Value of oat crop, 163,665,078.
Value of potato crop, 78,898,901.
Value of tobacco crop, 35,574,220.

E. R. Reid, Nordhoff, N. J., writes:
"In 6 days, out of a pen of 11 hens, I

have received 47 eggs. Can any of

my fellow readers of A Few HenS
beat that for the month of July ? The
record by days was 7, 8, 8, 6, 10 and 8
respectively. The pen consists of 5
Brown Leghorns, 3 Barred Plymouth
Rocks, 2 Jersey Blues, and i Black
Minorca. No male bird in the pen.
I am keeping a strict account of my
hens, and am out for a record for eggs.
Thanks to your paper."

W. M. Lloyd, Tuckahoe, N. Y., the in-

ventor of the Uneeda trap nest,writes :

"I wish I could tell my experience
the past four years with trap nests

—

how many of my birds were living on
the fat of the land at my expense.
There was the best looking hen of the
flock (a show bird) putting on airs on
a record of only 41 eggs a year, and
there a bird I would have picked out
for pot pie, putting in the big licks of

204 to help feed the beauty. I have
learned many valuable pointers, and
with all 3'our experience in the past,

the trap will prove the great advan-
tage of knowing your most valuable
birds."

Willie Mitts, Raymond, Ills., writes:
"I thought I would write you a few
lines to let you know how the com-
mon hens did in 240 days. Until June
29 there were 69 hens ; then I disposed
of 30. The 60 hens laid 63 eggs in

February, 447 in March, 739 in April,

674 in May, and 330 in 29 da3's in June,
529 in July, and 417 eggs up to August
29. This made a total of 3,316 eggs in

240 days. This, however, ends the
common hen business for me, as I

now have 75 Barred Plymouth Rock
pullets growing. I sold 2,046 eggs
this season, for an average of 10 cents
a dozen."

R. J.Venn, Fresno, Calif, writes: "I
read in A Few Hens where you say
that those White Wyandottes of yours
that laid white shelled eggs were the
best layers. I have White Wyandottes
and like them better than the White
Leghorns. But our market here calls

for a good sized white egg, and I have
only one Wyandotte that lays a fine

white egg. From her I have a few
nice pullets. She is a grand old bird,

of that square, blocky built, with fine

yellow legs and yellow skin. She
laid 140 eggs last year. I cannot tell

how old she is, but I do know she is

over 2 years of age. She is molting
now, and has not a feather in her tail,

yet today again she laid an egg. The
best season here for raising chickens
is December to and including March."

F. M. Chesbro, Mongo, Ind., writes:

"In August issue of A Few Hens you

give your 6 months' report of eggs. I

see your Wyandottes did the best in
egg production, and a very good record
it is. But I have done a little better.
I commenced last January to keep an
egg record. I had 18 Rose Comb
Brown Leghorn pullets, 12 Barred
Rock pullets, 20 Barred Rock hens

—

making 50 in all. January I got 158
eggs

;
February, 262 ;

March, 567

;

April, 931; May, 1056; June, 728;
total, 3,702 eggs for 6 months, or an
average of a fraction over 74 eggs each.
During this time we set 11 Barred
Rock hens and 2 Leghorn pullets.
The eggs sold for $55.40, besides what
we used and set. I sold a few sittings
for $2 for 15 eggs. Feed cost $17.38;
shell and blood meal, $2.50 ; lice paint,

$2. Total, $21.88. This leaves a net
profit of $33.52 for 6 months. In July
they laid 985 eggs, and 836 in August.
This then would make a total of 5486
eggs in 8 months, or an average of
over 109 each."

About Broilers and Roasters.

Pointers that May Act as Reminders—
Asparagus Chickens—A Legal De-
cision on How a Fowl Should Not be
Carried.

Aim to improve.
Breed for full breasts.
Market the poultry dressed.
Have regular shipping days.
Keep posted on the market.
Gain a gilt-edged reputation.
Tame chickens give best returns.
A too-fat fowl makes a poor roaster.

Market the surplus fowls as roasters.
Neatly dressed carcasses command atten-

tion.

Gain the respect of your commission
man.

Have the shipment as near alike as, pos-
sible.

Beware of the bogus commission mer-
chant.

The best broilers are raised and fattened
in runs.

Never ship live poultry to market unless
on order.

White breeds are most popular for mar-
ket purposes.

Some of the broiler plants have started
for the season.

The helter-skelter poulterer receives
bottom prices.

Thoroughbreds make the most profit-

able market poultry.
For stamina in market stock, introduce
new blood annually.

The slow-growing broiler lacks the juicy,

good flavored meat.
We are satisfied that the Rhode Island
Reds will make fine broilers.

Learn the art of mating and feeding so
as to secure plump carcasses.

Private trade generally wants the head
and feet removed from the carcass.

Some shippers are more tricky than they
claim for the commission merchant.

Remember that the quality of feed has
much to do with the color of the skin.

Overcrowding must be avoided in keep-
ing and preparing fowls and chicks for

market.
Don't forget that the commission man
knows the trick of mixing bad stock
with the good.
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Be particular al)Out the quality of the
fattening food—it has much to do
with the flavor.

The Laugshans make as fine roasters for

eating as one could wish—but the
lilack pin feathers hurt the sale in

market.
The three sizes of roasting fowls—small,
medium and large—can best be secured
by the Wyandottes, Plymouth Rocks
and Brahmas, respectively.

The Barred Plymouth Rock chickens
make excellent broilers, says the
Rural World, and should be fattened
at the age of from lo to 12 weeks.

Robert H. Essex, Toronto, Canada, in

the American Fancier, says: Broil-

ers of the Mediterranean class are

non est; sometimes a cross is made
with good results, but crosses are not
to be considered here.

As broilers the Wyandottes fill out a

little earlier than the Rocks, says
Robt. H. Essex, while the extra pound
or so on the Rocks at maturity bal-

ances this, especially as so many old
layers will be disposed of annually.

"Asparagus chickens" are large enough
to broil with early asparagus. They
are hatched in late July and August,
pushed along till November, then
killed and put in cold storage for the
winter. They are taken out and eaten
in spring.

The American Agriculturist says : For
a number of years the Plymouth Rock
has been a general favorite with the
farmer, but is fast giving way to the
Wyandotte on account of the Ply-
mouth's high comb, dark pin feathers
and thin, wedge-shaped breast.

District judges in Chicago have been
differing on the legal question of carry-
ing live chickens. The Humane Soci-
ety arrested several pedlars for carry-
ing live chickens by the legs, heads
down. The offenders were discharged,
the judge holding that this is the cus-
tomary manner of carrying the birds,

and is not cruel. Another judge has
reversed this decision, holding that,

as chickens were constructed to hold
their heads over their feet, the rever-
sal of this is legally a cruelty. The
chief of police has issued an official

warning that carrying fowls heads
down is illegal, and persons interested
threaten to go to the Supreme Court
for a further decision.

Poultry at the U. S. Stations.

Nitrogenous and Carbonaceous Rations—Floored and Unfloored Pens—Effect
of Age Upon Egg Production—Lin-
seed Meal—Gluten Meals— Trap Nest
Trials— Test in Size of Flocks for
Profit—Rhode Island as a Poultry
State—Downfall of the Turkey Indus-
try—A Statement 0/ Investigations.

The principal experiments as recorded
in Bulletin No. 60, West Virginia Ex-
periment Station, are :

1. The effect of uitrogenou^s and car-
bonaceous rations when fed to laying
hens.

2. Floored vs. unfloored houses for

poultry.
3. The effect of the age of fowls upon
egg production.

In regard to the first, an experiment
was planned in order to stiidy the
effect of those two classes of food upon
the health of the fowls, the cost of

the ration, the egg yield, the fertility

and vitality of the eggs, and the
strength, vigor and size of the result-

ing chickens. Three breeds were
selected — White Leghorns, Light
Brahmas and Rhode Island Reds.
Each breed was divided into two sim-
ilar lots, which were placed under ex-
actly identical conditions except the
food supplied them. Both lots of

fowls were fed each morning a ration
of ground feed, mixed either with
boiled potatoes or steamed clover hay.
The grain mixture for the nitrogenous
lot consisted of brown middlings, oil

meal, ground oats and corn meal, in

varying proportions. The carbona-
ceous lot received cornmeal chiefly.

At noon, the nitrogenous fowls re-

ceived a ration of ground fresh meat
and bone, which was fed daily at the
rate of from 5 to 8 pounds per 100
fowls. At night, both lots of fowls
were fed all the whole grain they
would eat clean, consisting of corn,
oats and wheat screenings, the corn
predominating for the carbonaceous
lot.

Tables are given for each of seven 30-
day periods, showing the amount and
kind of food consumed by the differ-

ent pens, also the weights of the fowls
in the different pens at the beginning
and end of the experiment. The
weights were very nearly the same at
the beginning, but a surprising thing
is that, while the nitrogenous fowls
gained in weight 354 pounds, the car-
bonaceous lot gained only 34 pounds.
The former gained in weight more
than 10 times as much as the latter.

To sum it up, the nitrogenous fowls
gave more than four times as much
net profit as the others.

In regard to the effect of the different
rations upon the hatching of the eggs,
the per cent of infertile eggs was more
than twice as great from the carbon-
aceous fowls, while the fertile eggs
did not hatch so well as those from
the nitrogenous lot. It was observed,
too, that the nitrogenous eggs hatched
from 6 to 12 hours quicker than the
carbonaceous eggs under the same
conditions. The chicks were, also,

stronger and more vigorous. The
eggs from the carbonaceous fowls were
found to be smaller than those from
the other lot, after the experiment had
progressed for some time. Both lots

remained healthy and vigorous. The
same experiment was duplicated the
following year, using White Leghorn
pullets and hens, with practically the
same results.

Comparative tests of fowls kept in
floored and unfloored pens showed the
best results from the latter. This is

surprising in view of the fact that the
ground was a damp clay. The only
explanation is that the unfloored were
warmer than the floored houses. It

is recommended, however, that if

floors be not used, the houses be
filled in and made dry underfoot.

In the tests to show the effect of age
upon egg production, White and
Brown Leghorn hens 3 and 4 years

old were used to compare with pullets
of the same breeds. The pullets did
not quite equal the hens in egg pro-
duction, but they gained 143 pounds
in weight, while the old hens gained
84 pounds.

***

The following pointers are taken from
the 14th annual report of the Maine
Agricultural Experiment Station
(Orono):

Linseed meal is made by grinding flax-

seed from which the oil has been more
or less completely extracted. "Old
Process" contains more fat and some-
what less protein than "New Process"
linseed meal.

Gluten meal and gluten feeds are by-
products left in the manufacture of

starch and glucose from Indian corn.
Corn consists largely of starch. The
waste product from the manufacture
of starch or sugar is relatively much
richer in oil and protein than corn.
Many factories are removing part of

the corn oil from the waste, so that
some gluten meals carry but little oil,

e. g., Chicago Gluten Meal, which a
few months ago carried 7 to 9 per
cent of fat, now has from 2.50 to 4 per
cent.

***

The Maine Experiment Station gave
the trap nests a trial, so as to be able
to determine the eggs produced by
each individual. Several appliances
and patented devices were examined,
but all seemed open to the objection,
that while they might indicate to an
extent the producer of the egg, the
lack of certainty would be so great as

to render them of little value for their
purpose. So they constructed a nest
that proved satisfactory, and which
they describe and illustrate in their

14th annual report.

One experiment which has been under-
taken, and which requires a long
period of time in preparation, is the
attempt to establish families of hens
that shall excel as egg producers. To
do this, reliance upon the laws of
inheritance and transmission must be
coupled with selection. Selection will

depend upon the actual production of
the birds taken for foundation stock.
From offspring of the foundation stock
will be selected— by use of the nest
boxes— the greatest yielders of desir-

able eggs.

The male birds will be bred from dams
of known capacity and quality. Only
by use of nest boxes and leg bands can
we expect to control the work. Two
hundred and sixty females, from three
distinct breeds, are undergoing tests

for the foundation stock. One year's
time will be required in the selection.
From among them it is hoped may be
found a few birds that are suited for

the founding of the families. The
breeds employed are Barred Plymouth
Rock, White Wyandotte aud Light
Brahma.

***

To obtain data relative to the number
of hens that can be kept in a room of
a given size, and the receipts from the
same, the Maine Experiment Station
made a test with 15 pens of birds, of
two breeds.
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I'en No. H, V' birds, 1,151,01 an avei

ago per bird of ;S..| I'ggs.

('roiip,^ I'en No.*), 15 birds, i,()(>7, 01

an avi'ra)";e per bird of ()7.i oj'.gs.

I'en No. 10, •(> birds, I ,.'5' . <n an avei

aj',o pel imd id eggs.
I'm No. II, birds, 1 ,3(),s, 01 a n a \ei

aiM' pel bird of 55. H oggs.
1 'en No. I .', ,s< ) bi I lis, 1 01 a 11 a \ ri

ar e pe 1 1 1 i 1 d ol .|i >.i) er,j',S.

('.loiip
i

I'l ii No. 1^, I', biid;;, i.oio, 01

an iiNc-iago per bird of ()7.Seggs.
i'en No. JO birds, 1,155, "r an a\ei

age per bird of 5S.S eggs.
I'en No. 15, .>5 birds, i.^^U), or an a\iM

agi' pi-r bird of 5,'.S «'ggs.

''<Kg yields when all pons eoiilaiiiiiij> liie

same nuiiiber of birds an- eomlnned ;

15 birds, 15 in eaeh pen, i',a\e .'.w "m

eggs ; nor bird, (>5.i

So bints, 15 in each pen, j-axe

eggs
;
per bird, do.

|

.

100 birds, 25 in eaeh jten, )',av«' ,S,i.;<'

eggs ; nor bird, 51..].

i)o birds, i<i oaoh pen, gavi- ,\,(>i '

i-y.^s
; jHT bird, .|o, 1

.

'iMie lalile whiidi follows shows tho most
piolilaiile nnmbi'i of hens in n llorU

ill I hese e\ porimeiil.s :

I'eiis with 15 birds eaeh, gavi- a \aliie

ill eggs at 2 eoiil.s eaeh, of |iu).5.' ;
ell^;t

t>f teed, I7.50 ; in olit, |i .M).'.

Pons with 20 birds t-aoli, gave a vaiiu-

ill eggs of feed |.io.iio; piolit,

I'lMis with 25 birds inu-Ii, value in eggs,

1.25. ().| ;
food, |>i 2.50 ;

jnotit , |.i i.|

.

IVns with 30 birds i-aeh, valiu' in eggs,
|;2.|.o(); food, I15.00; i)rotit,

I'^roin the above table it will beobseived
that jKMis eontaining 20 binls did not

give as mnoh profit per bird as did

|)ens of 15 birds, but tho pons oontain
uig 20 birds gave a gn>alor total net

profit iier pen than did those oontain
ing any gioati-r or U-ss iiniiiluM- of

birds. Pens with 25 binls gave sliglill \

greater lu-t returns than did the i,s

bird pens. 'iMu- pens that had^obinis
oaoh gave \ei\ niiieh less net relnin.';

tliaii d id aii\' ol t lie ot liei

'iMiese tests show lli.il when .'o Itiids

won' oonlined 011 ido loot lloor spaoe,

Ihev yielded more piolit than did i,s

birds when Uept in a similar looni.

'iMiis is a iiiatlor of oonsidorabU' 0011

so(pionoo, for the cost of build iii)^s,

for the propi'i honsing of birds dur-
ing tho oold winters of onr olimatt' is

the greatest item of expense to whii h

tho ponllrvman is snbjooted.

In the 11th aniinal report of the Rhode
Island .\grionUnral I^xperimeiit Sta

lion, the direetor reports that Rhode
Island's {lonltry problems aro leeoiv-

iiig mnoh needed atloiitioii and slndv.
"This v^tato oan lead, if it will, in all

linos of poultry inltnro. Some of

onr pt>iiltrynion are already n'oov-

ni/.ed as loaders and gniiU's Ihiongh
out Atnorioa. On Ihonsands »>f

farms of the »^tate land and water
fowl constitnle a e<Misiderable, and
often the most profitable, i)orlton of

Oc'J\ in

the lix'o ;i|o(d<. lMoieo\ei, liioiisaiids

of iiegh'olod aerosol I he limiird area
of the State, whieh now yield little

e\eei)| ta\es, aie well adapted to the
keeping of land fowl, while iiiimoroiis

bodies of vvaU'r, as y» l not ntili/od,

ina\' readily and prolilably be used as
adjiiiu ts in roaring jh oso and dneks."

A former vi i\ important and Inoralivo
bianeh of poultry farming has pnio-
tieaih dir.appealed from Rhode Is-

land. When- thousands of Nariaj'an-
s.i lt liiike\,s were yi'arly raised, now
lew or none are sueeossfn II v grown.
A jipai eiit ly, two of llnehitf reasons
loi 1 h is. dost riiot ion have bei-ii opi-ra-

ti\e, vi.'i *'arolossnoss in blooding,
and liie disease known as "bhudv
head," iMu' removal (d the fiisl

nieiilioiu-d o.'iiise is sought lo bi- ao-

eoiniilislu'd by tho teaohiiig in the
eoilego poultry school of tho tine
piineiplos of brooding as applied to

fowls.

All investigation <d the seoinid eaiiso

has provi'd that the disease is due to

an iiilosliiial parasite, which, in one
of its stages, as a miiinti' worm, buries
itsi'lf in till' iiiteslinos and ])rodnoos
tliseaso. There is no doubt but thai

this most detrimental cre.Mtnn' needs
further investigating. Considering
the imixutauoo of tnrkoy laisiiig lo

Rliodi' Islaiiil, the exitendituro of a

siiHieiout .Sinn ol nioiu \ loeaiiN loi

ward the iu\ i-st igiit ion, s\ sle inal iea 1 iy

and thoroughly, is waiiaiiled. This
would imolve .an alti'inpl to study
oiil, it possilile, the iiilei mediate
sla;;es in tho life e\(le of this do-
stiuelive organism, its hosts and
habits, and oxporimeiitat ion to detor-
niiue llu' effect of vary ing cond it ions

iil>oii the birds in boa It h, and when
.altaeki'd bv the disease.

1 1 11 foi I u ii.ilel v Ibis parasite is oiu' of a

(dass most difru'ull lo stiid\', and
apiiarenlly beyond tin- leat h ol 10m-
odios after it has oiu'o entered the
body of its victim. Probably tlu- most
hopeful lino of exporimont.iliim will

bo fi>niid in seeking moans to prevent
these intestinal parasites enloiiiig the
birds. Here, then, is an obstacle lo

tiirke>' raising which should bo re-

mo\'ed, and whieh, for its removal, if

it be posr;ible, calls not lor a "quaok"
docloi's readymade iciiiody, but for

study and work by exports, involving
perhaps llu- i-\pendilnro of many
tlu>usands id doll.irs, whieh, iiiilor-

tunatidy,aie not yet available for this

pu 1 pOSl'.

The lines of invosligalion which have
boon planned for the poultry ilivision,

and which have in st>me degree been
followed dnring the jiasl year, iiro Hk?
following :

1. Uroodor \'ontilation and llcating.

An invest igat ii>n intosovoial nu-thods
i>f heating and vontilaliiig broinlors

and brooder houses (or tho rearing of

chickens. An altempl lo secure, with-
out injurious ilranghls, a continnons
and sutru-ii nt supply of fresh, pure
air delivered lo tho chickens tlirongh-

ont tho dav and night at a cimstant
and suitable temperature.

2. Voutilation of l'\>wl lh>nsos. An
iiivostigalii>n and tesliiig of various
plans lor veiitilaliiig poultry houses.
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3. Development of a Breed of Poultry.
All attempt to breed the so-ealled

"Rhode Ishiiid Red" fowls to a stan-

dard, having chiefly in mind their
utility as a fanner's fowl, for the
])rorilahle i)ioduction of eggs and
flesh.

4. Continuation of the Experiment
ill Ooose IJreeding and Feeding. A
comparison of i)ure lireeds of geese
for market production.

Geese for Profit.

Valuable Pointers Taken From the iHgy

Report of the Rhode Island JCxperi-

inenl Station.

Breed only for jnire breeds.
Send the crosses to market.
Success will come, if care and patience

are exercised.
Crosses in geese are very fruitful in

vigor and vitality.

The more freedom geese have the better
they are likely to thrive.

Ganders and geese once mated may be
kept 7 or 8 years without a change.

P. II. Willjur gives the average ])roduct
])er goose for 8 years, on his farm, at

#7.48.
Tliree geese to one gander of the com-
mon domestic breeds is about the
right proportion.

Ivct the breeding birds be as nearly per-
fect specimens of their l;reed and
type as can be obtained.

Some Ijreeders contend that even for

market it is Ijetter to breed pure-bred
geese than to cross-breed.

More care is necessary, and more diffi-

culty is experienced, in the mating of

wild than domestic geese.
Geese delight to rest on a sunny side-

hill after their swim and exploration
of the pond or brook.

The number of eggs laid by a goose
measures, to a large extent, the profit

obtained from her keeping.

All experiments seem to limit the ad-
vantages of crossing the various breeds
of geese to the produce of the first

cross.

In breeding mongrel geese, where the
wild gander is mated to a domestic
goose, there must be as many ganders
as geese.

A comfortable shelter in the most severe
weather of winter will doubtless help
to increase the egg production later

in the season.

Any changes in the mating of geese
should i)e made in the fall, or cer-

tainly before January, if the best re-

sults are ex])ected.
The Jews, as a race, are large consumers

of geese, the fat su])]dying in some
measure the place of lard, which they
never use in cooking.

In the keeping (jf Canada geese, a nat-
ural body of water, ];ool, pond or
stream appears to l)e (juile essential

to successful breeding.
Goslings are not usually sold until the
long flight feathers of the wings have
made sufficient growth to reach the
tail, and they are 9 or 10 weeks old.

The short green grass of the u])land is

relished by geese, and promotes more
rapid growth than the coarser and
less nutritious grasses of the swamp.

P. II. Wilinir, upon the homestead farm
of about 2(x> acres, on the Sakonnet
river, in Little Compton, raised be-
tween i,5fx>and i ,6ofj gosiings in 1897.

Geese dislike confinement, and the suc-
cessful Ijreeder endeavors to so locate
his colonies of geese as to have them
realize their confinement as little as
possible.

A goose two or three years old is un-
doul)tedly better than a young goose,
as she will lay more and larger eggs,
and the young will usually be more
vigorous.

One should not forget that in buying
breeding stock he is purchasing for

several years to come, it will there-
fore pay to exercise care in the
choice of stock.

As the profit from goose breeding is

almost wholly in the number and mar-
ket value of the young Inrds ])roduced,
the quality of large egg production is

an all important one.
If, for any reason, it is desirable to

separate birds already mated, they

should be removed from each other's
comjjany, and so far moved that they
cannot hear one another.

No kind of poultry keeping can be car-

ried on at so little exjjense for build-
ings and equipment as goose raising,

because of the hardiness of the birds,

and their desire to remain in the open
air.

Old geese, changed from their home
surroundings to a new locality, will

seldom do as well the first season as
afterwards, unless, perhajjs, the
change has been made in the summer,
after the close of the breeding season.

By arranging with some goose breeder
at the early part of the season — May
or June — breeding st(n k can l>e se-

lected from the numl^er raised during
the season, and in th.'it v\ay };elter

birds obtained than later in the
season.

If the young geese can be brought to
their new home in the autumn "they
will become well accustomed to their
surroundings and feel at home before
spring, aiul there will usually be no
difficulty in mating,

A ]jie( e of low swampy ground in which
])ond holes exist, or may be artific-

ially made, is an excellent jdace for

geese, and when a piece of dry up-
land can be also utilized for the
same flock, it makes an ideal loca-
tion.

In purchasing geese in the market, the
Jews, for some reason, always look for

a bird with a yelhm or orange bill,

and a large wholesale poultry breeder
states that it is almost imjjossible to
sell a Jew a black-billed goose so long
as he can find one having a light col-
ored 1>ill.

Egg production is affected by care and
feeding, and may be increased by
attention to the selection of both gan-
ders and geese from noted egg laying
strains. This is only ];ossible by keep-
ing an accurate record of the eggs laid

by individuals in the flock, and how
few goose breeders do this,

Gee.se are very hardy, subject to no dis-
eases and few enemies, excepting dogs
and foxes, and, aside from the breed-

albumen

Unequalled Egg Maker.
Tlie prime obj(!ct in keeping Lens is to secure an abundance of (;ggs.

Almost any kind of feed will kccj) a hen alive, but it requires a
special kind of food to secure the best results in eggs. Eggs
consist more largely of albumen than any otlxjr substance. This be-

ing true the best results will l;e ol;tain(!d from feeding foods rich in

Nothing available as poultry food contains more albumen than oats except

THEH'O OO'S Poultry Footle
It is a compound largely of the concentrated essence of the oat. It leads all

foods therefore, as an egg producer. It makes fertile, sure-to-hatch eggs; it

makes thrifty, early developing broilers; it makes a strong and early layer of

the pullet; it shortens the moulting season and imparts "fine feathers" to show
birds aiui others. Should be fed as a morning raasli. Conditions tlie bowels
and imjjarts constitutional vigor. Equally good for all kinds of fowls

at all ages. We also make the famous H-O Co's Scratching Food.
Send for samples, prices aud printed matter.

The H'O Qamnanyt 58 Fultoo SUg Buft&lot Ym
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ing season, require less care than cows,
sheep or hens, while the income from
money invested is perhaps greater
than any other farm industry can show.

One goose breeder in Rhode Island
raised, one season, from four pairs of

geese, 6i mongrels, which sold for

$1.49. Another season he had 37
sheep, ewes, from which 37 lambs
were raised and sold at $5 each. The
same season 10 geese paid better and
ate less.

It is always well to have some shelter,

as an open shed or cellar, into which
they can go in the severest weather.
A rough shelter of poles, thatched
with straw, and provided with a bed
of dry straw, serves a good purpose,
and is all that they require.

In many mild climates, where snow re-

mains for only a short time on the
ground, and where the temperature
does not often go below zero, geese
will frequently ignore any shelter
whatever, requiring only barrels or
boxes in which to make their nests.

We believe that many more geese would
be kept by farmers if better opportun-
ities were provided for the sale of the
young birds alive, as the operations of
fattening, dressing and marketing are
such that the breeder of a few gos-
lings cannot economically do the work.

Aside from the limited number of those
who grow mongrel geese, which are
destined al most wholly for the Thanks-
giving and Christmas trade, and which
cannot be so well fattened until cold
weather, comparatively few goose
raisers fatten and market their own
birds.

So few geese, aside from those intended
for use as breeding stock, are kept
into the winter by those who grow
them, that it is often difficult to ob-
tain good birds for breeding, unless
they are ordered during the summer
season before the young geese are
killed.

A colony of geese may often be confined
in a field fenced with an ordinary
stone wall. Fences, however, must
be tight at the bottom, that they may
find no openings through which to
crawl, as they are more likely to

creep out than to fly over a fence or
obstruction.

The goslings raised in Rhode Island are
usually sold alive at the door, to the
agents of a few men engaged in the
business of fattening and marketing
green geese and other poultry. As
high as $2.00 each for well growh,
very early goslings, four weeks old,

have been paid.

Having determined upon the breed or
breeds which are to be kept, secure
well developed, perfectly formed,
healthy, vigorous stock, and it is well
to get the geese from one breeder, and
the gander from another, who has an
entirely different strain of stock, so
that the two shall be entirely unre-
lated.

A man beginning goose breeding is

more than likely to get undesirable
stock when buying old geese, and it

is much the safer way to purchase
young birds, and take time enough for
them to get accustomed to the locality,
and to get of sufficient age to show
what they are really capable of doing,

before expecting the best results from
them.

While a pond, brook or stream of water
large enough to provide a permanent
supply throughout the season makes
the most desirable place for keeping
geese, they are not entirely dependent
upon it. Water may be supplied in

tubs, or barrels, sunk in the ground
during the breeding season, and
through the fall and winter a supply
of water in pails or shallow tubs to
serve for drinking, will be sufficient.

Rankin says: "I am going to tell you
of one experiment I made with a pair
of African geese. I let them run separ-
ately, fed liberally, to see the best
they could do. The goose laid 51 eggs
and I only succeeded in getting 37
goslings. A horse got loose and killed
one, and one died, leaving me 35 for
market. I sold them for f8i.47; so
one goose gave me more profit than a
cow and two hogs. Yet I did not feel

satisfied with my hatch, which was
under the average. One of my neigh-
bors beat me."

We have heard the following course of
procedure given when it is desirable
to remove a goose from a wild gander
and substitute another for a mate
toward the beginning of the breeding
season. The goose and gander are
first confined in a yard for a little

time ; the gander is then removed to
such a distance that he cannot hear
the sound of his mate's voice ; the
new goose is then confined in the pen
with the old goose—the former mate
of the wild gander. They are kept
together for perhaps two weeks, until
they become accustomed to each other
and the new goose learns the notes of
the old one. After two or three weeks
the old goose is removed entirely out
of sight and hearing, and the wild
gander is returned to the pen. He
will generally accept his new mate
after a little time.

Rhode Island Red Males
Are Just the Thing

for crossing with different pure breds, or for grading
up common mixed stock into a uniform and profita-
ble tlock. They impress tlieir characteristics on
their progeny very strongly, no matter what you
breed them with. Fair quality rose or single comb
cockerels delivered, ^3 each singly. Several )g2

each. Positively 110 low-priced males sold in
winter or spring'. Circular and price list free
to all who apply.

SAMUEL CUSHMAN. Pawtucket, K. I.

BKEF SCRAPS, Ground Bone, Millet, Broken
Kice, Buckwheat Feed, Grit, Shells, Charcoal,

Sunflower Seed,Wheat, Barley, Kice, Meal and Buck-
wheat Feed. C. H. KEEVis, 119 West St., ISew york.

ONLY THE WHITE KIND
Wbito Wyandotte liens anil young Cockerels av

M. B. KVliKHAM, Madeira, Ohio.

NAHE A HEN COMFORTABLE
AND SHE PAYS.

We carry a full line of everything needful
in the poultry yard and hen house. All im-
proved foods, erlts, Inttectlcides, medi-
cines, <fcc. Allimproved appliances—In-
cubators, Bone Cutters, Clover Cut-
ters, Vegetable Cutters, l>rlnkiug
Fountains, <&e.

CUT CLOVER HAY
the great winter food, made from best sec-

ond crop clover, all ready to feed, $1.75 per
100 lb. sack. Write for what you want. We
have it. Large Catalogue Pree.i

HARVEY SEED CO.,
Ellicott St., Buffalo, N. Y.351 The

Sanilafy
Poultry
Drinking
Fountain

SUPPLIES for POULTRY.
50 lb. bag Clover Meal. gl. 100 lb. bag Pure Beef
Scraps, ^2.25, 100 lbs. Meat Meal, ^2.25. 100 lb. bag
Mica Crystal Grit, 75 cts. 100 lbs. Oyster Shells, 75
cts. Lambert's Death to Lice, 25 cts. Lee's Lice
Killer, 1-2 gal., 50c., 1 gal., 75c. Ground Charcoal, 5c.

lb. (xreeley's Roup Cure, 25 and 50 cts. Price list

for the asking. FRED. F. KELLY, Palmyra, N. Y.

FORD BROS., Specialists in

BUFF ROCKS
COCHIN BANTAMS.

Bargains in old and young st'ck. Write what you want
For Rocks address N. D. Ford, Medway, N. Y.
For Bantams address E. E. Ford, Oak Hill, N. Y.

WHICH WAS CREATED FIRST—

The Hen or the Bgg ?
To the poultrykeeper who will send us a short essay, giving us

his opinion of the much debated question, and the best argument
in support of that opinion, before January ist, 1900, we will give,
absolutely free, the best machine ever made to increase the pro-
duction of eggs—a Webster & Hannum

Green Bone Cutter
selected from our cataloe;ue, not ex-
ceeding $25 in cost. Write us any-
way, as our free treatise on poultry
feeding and catalogue of Bone Cut-
ters, Clover Cutters, Grit Crushers,
etc., is worth dollars to any poultry-
man. Write to-day.

Stearns Cfover Cutters and Qrit Crushers are a neces-
sity to every poultry yard.

E. C. STEARNS & CO., Box 0^, Syracuse. N. Y.

WITH THE
EXCELSIOR INCUBATOR

Simple, Perfect, Self-regula-
ting. Thousands in success-
ful operation. Guaranteed to

hatch a larger percentage of
less cost than any other Hatcher

>

>

>

>

t

CEO. hT STAHL, Wtentee an d Sola Mnniifnctiirer. 1 1 4 to 1 22 S. Sixth St., QUINCY, ILL. |

Hatcli CHICKENS
WITH THE

Wooden Hen
Most eflScient small incn-
bat'or ever invented. Perfect
in every detail. Just the thing Catalogs Free.
for poultry raising on a small scale, SO egg capacity.
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Diseases—Remedy and Prevention.

PoUiters on Roup— Catarrh— Distem-

per— Leg Weakness—Szvelled Head—
Cankered Mouth and Throat — Is

Cronp a Constitutional Disease?—
Some Ideas on Cholera.

Catarrh is not roup.
Dampness causes catarrh.
Cleanliness disgusts disease.

Learn the causes of diseases.

Overfat causes diseased egg organs.

Note the condition of the droppings.
A little stimulation assists moulting.
Have the houses free from bad odors.

Moulting season develops a fowl's weak-
ness.

Scald the drinking vessels at least once
a week.

Disease in poultry is a penalty for some
neglect.

The strong, rugged fowls pass through
moulting safely.

Every case of catarrh should have
prompt attention.

Starving hens to reduce fat may lead to

a worse condition.
Exposure to a drenching rain is a good

starter for catarrh.
Roup is a purulent catarrhal affection

of the air passages.
Rusty iron in the drinking water is an
excellent fall tonic.

Catarrh can be caused by some irritant

as air-slacked lime.
Fall is a season that seems to point out
the weakness in a fowl.

Leg weakness attacks cockerels more
frequently than pullets.

Dr. Sanborn says roup is a filth disease,

and not caused by " taking cold."
Ammonia arising from manure or drop-
pings has been known to cause catarrh.

Generally the chicken afflicted with leg
weakness is otherwise in good health.

Constitutional weakness will produce
leg weakness even without a too-rapid
growth of the body.

Dr. Sanborn says a severe case of roup,
if left to itself, may be expected to

die in from five to twelve days.
A house that is cleaned out only once

in a while, especially if damp, is a

good place to look for catarrhal dis-

eases.

Sheridan's Condition Powder, every
other day, in the mash, will ward off

much sickness. It is unexcelled as a
fall medicine.

Everything should be done that can be
to prevent disease, and when that is

done the poultrymau has done about
all he can do.

There is no better time to know whether
disease of the breathing organs is de-

veloping than at night when the birds
are on the roost.

Distemper and catarrh are usually con-
founded with roup, although in our
opinion not related to it at all, says
Editor Drevenstedt.

Inbreeding, unless always done with
strong, vigorous birds, has a tendency
to weaken vitality and furnish a con-
stitution favorable to disease.

The best book on poiiltry diseases is Dr.
Sanborn's "Farm-Poultry Doctor."
It will be sent postpaid for 50 cents,

by addressing either the publishers

or the editor.

We will doctor if necessary for lice and
mites in chicks, but we are not much
troubled in this way since lime and
kerosene are so cheap, says Iowa
Homestead.

If the hen is a valuable one and has
been pretty sick with some of the
well-known diseases, and is finally

cured, she will never be what she was
before her sickness.

For swelled head. Reliable Poiiltry

Journal recommends painting the
swollen part well with tincture of
iodine. If taken in time one applica-
tion will cure in one single night.

Dr. Sanborn, in American PoultryJour-
nal, says catarrh differs from roup in

that it has the tendency to get well
without treatment, while roup seems
inclined to progress to a fatal end.

For cankered mouth or throat, paint the
cankers with a 4 per cent, solution of
nitrate of silver. Use a camel's hair
brush, and run well down the throat
to reach any cankers that may be
around the windpipe, says a corres-
pondent in Reliable Poultry Journal.

It holds good of poultry diseases as
those of the human body, that the
more dangerous to life the larger the
number of the sure cures advertised,
says American Poultry Journal.
Nearly every writer on roup offers a
different remedy. How often they
fail!

As roup is a contagious disease, it is

well to look after the buildings. Dis-
infection is of vital importance. Burn-
ing sulphur is excellent, but a
thorough spraying with whitewash
and chloride of lime by means of a
force pump will purify a building
completely. Before placing hens in
a building it is well to see that they
are healthy.

Judge Drevenstedt says : We are more
and more inclined to believe roup to

be a constitutional disease, i. e., cer-

tain races of fowls are more liable to
it by inheritance. The well-known
tendency of certain delicate breeds to
roup proves that their constitutional
vigor has been impaired by unnatural
conditions and too close in-and-in
breeding. Such breeds when allowed
unrestricted liberty on farms seem to

improve greatly in respect to hardiness.

Unless a chicken is very valuable as a
heirloom, says Texas Farm and Ranch,
or from an antiquarian point of view,
it will not pay to interfere with nature,
when sickness overtakes it, for if

cured, which is doubtful even in cases
of rapid recovery, it is not worth as

much as the medicine and labor re-

quired. It is a pretty safe economic
plan to decapitate all sick chickens
who refuse to get well in 48 hours
after the first outset of the disease.

The American Fancier says a simple
and successful treatment for distem-
per is to place the affected fowls in a
dry room where the temperature can
be kept about 70 degrees. Feed prin-
cipally vegetable food and very little

grain. A teaspoonful of kerosene oil

poured on a gallon of water should be
given as a drink. Swelled head should
be bathed with hot water twice a day.
A 5 per cent, solution of carbolic acid
is good to clean out the nostrils with,
and as a wash around the eyes.

In the beginning of catarrh, says Dr. N.
W. Sanborn, in American Poultry
Journal, when you notice the watery
discharge from eye or nostril, bathe
or spray eyes, nostrils or throat with
a solution of sulphate quinine, 20
grains to 2 ounces of warm water. Do
this two or three times a day, and if

not checked within 48 hours, proceed
to treat as if you had roup—which it

probably is. Catarrh among brooder
chicks is commonly due to insufficient
heat or crowding, and is better pre-
vented than cured.

Texas Farm and Ranch says cholera is

not caused by filth ; it is an infection
from a specific bacillus. Filth aggra-
vates the disease by affording the
germs a suitable soil in which to
germinate and spread. Many people
profess to cure cholera who tlever saw
a case. There has been no specific
for this disease yet discovered. Pro-
vide against infection and there will
be no cholera, remembering that it is

difficult to spread infection on clean,
well-kept fowl yards.

Poultry, England, says, for leg weak-
ness the best remedy is to give each
chicken daily four grains of citrate of
iron, or five or six grains of phosphate
of lime, put in the drinking water
and given in pellets of meal. A good
supply of nourishing food must also
be offered, and it should be of a kind
calculated to produce flesh and not
fat— worms, ground raw bones, or
chopped meat being very acceptable.
Plenty of fresh green food should
also be given. Let the chickens have
healthy exeircise and do not overfeed
them or give them food that causes
the formation of fat.

lOK RENT — Duck and poultry yard.
J. G. QUIRIN; Tioga Centre, N. Y.

VCT CLOVER in sacks, g!1.25 per 100 pounds.
J J. G. QUIRIN, Tioga Centre, N. Y.

WANTED—Incubator, second-hand Monarch and
Cyphers machine. E. F. Miller, Box 764 Seymour, Ind.

WHITE WYANDOTTES,White P. R., S. C. B.
Leghorns. Fine young stock tor sale. Write

your wants. Benj. Crossley, Schuylkill Ha-pn, Pa.

CILOSING OUT SALE. Everything must go.
/ Great laying brown egg strains, farm raised.

Light Brahma, White Wyandotte and Barred P. R.
cockerels and pullets at %\ and §1.60. Yearling hens
T.'ic, yearling cocks gl. 50. First come, tirst served.
Otter Creek Poultry Earm, Vergennes, Vt.

CHOICE POULiTRY. All pigeons and
the matnmoth German hares cheap. All
described in a natural colored descriptive
60 p. book, 10c. J. A. Bergey, Telford, Pa.

POULTRY Supplies
of every description. Illusttated catalogue free.

The I. F. SCHOTt CO., Box 194,

New Pittsburg, (Wayne County), Ohio.

Sieyer's Lice Powfler
destroys lice on poultry, live stock and house plants.
Large sample mailed tor l.i cents. For sale by first-

class dealers. A. F. STEYER & CO.,
2806 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

:tT I C3- j^k. 12. j^L

White Wyandottes,
Mammoth Pekin Ducks,

Are bred for utility. $150 each.
White Holland "Turkeys, j?2.n0 each. Belgian Hares,
$1.00 each. Green Cut Clover, §1.50 per 100 lbs., 87.00

per 500 lbs. Ptities to trade. Poultry Su)>plies.
AV. R. CURTISS & CO., Ransomville. N. V.

|l^°°Circulars. Endorsed by Editor Boyer,
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EDITORlAIi.
The Never in the history of
Outlook, poultry culture—that is, to
the best of our knowledge—has there
been a better outlook for a big fall, win-
ter and spring trade iu the sale of both
stock and eggs thau right now. Despite
the fact that the cold-storage systems
promised to hurt the fresh egg industry,
prices have been good. Good prices for

mai-ket poultry and eggs creates a de-
mand for good breeding stock, and in

that way the poultry breeder is benefit-

ted.

Naturally, with this healthy condition
of the market comes the influx of begin-
ners—and they are the buyers. To reach
the beginners, then is a question that
demands attention. How can we do it?

There certainly is no better medium thau
the King of Poultry Papers for Begin-
ners— A. F£;vv Hens. We teach the
young idea how to shoot ! And, inci-

dentally, we remind the veterans of
many things they have forgotten, and
some that they never knew.
One of the best testimonials we could

offer of the value of our columns for ad-
vertising purposes, is the fact that each
year we are increasing our business iu

that line, and those who have been with
us last year have come again.
There is an air of confidence in the

mercantile world, and this confidence
gives us prosperous times.
Talking of prosperity calls to mind a

very able editorial as found in the last

issue of the American PoutttyJournat,
from which we make the following ex-
tracts :

"Prosperous conditions are reported
from every portion of this country. The
criterion of trade is the demand for

structural materials. If there is call for

products of mine and forest, the reason
is easily found ; there is need of larger
quarters for manufacturing and trans-
porting the necessary wares. So when
we read that building is being delayed,
even to the point of postponing the
work until another season—when rail-

road and steamboat lines are unable to
carry the qviantities of freight piled in
storage for shipment, and cannot con-
struct new cars and boats fast enough to

comply with contracts, the evidence is

before us to prove that business is at
full tide. In fact, the commercial re-

ports simply express the opinion that

A Kew Hens
the volume of business now in sight is

phenominal—and do not attempt an ex-
planation of causes.
"Those of us who have gone through

'hard times,' can well afford to wear a
new suit of broad smiles. Prosperity is

here, and it is here to stay for a reason-
able length of time. No one can account
for these conditions on any known theory
of politics, nor can we attribute the im-
provement to any administrative con-
duct. The people realize that there is

no longer cause to be afraid of some big
bugbear or other, and so have 'restored
confidence.'

'It takes a seventh son of a seventh
son of a Ehaldean astrologer to tell just
what 'confidence' is, or where it goes
when we lose it. But riow it has come
out as chipper as a summer girl, and as
frisky as a Leghorn cockerel. And we
embrace the dear old thing !

"Subscriptions are the red copuscles
in the veins of a poultry journal, let us
tell you! Advertising contracts are the
bone and muscle, but subscription-s

—

real, paid for, ordered-because-you-want-
it subscription—are the oh-be-joyful of
the trade.

"In these good days, when one can go
to work with energy and hope, we
should encourage the poultry business.
There is no possibility of overdoing the
market."

But, to make "a long story short," as
the wits have a habit of saying, we wish
to remind advertisers of the fact that no
journal offers better facilities to reach
the buying public than A Few HenS.
"A trial will convince the most skep-
tical." Advertisements in A Few Hens
need not be large to be prominent. We
have a way of making an advertisement,
be it large or small, prominent.
Our rates are lower than those offered

by any other paper, considering the size

of circulation. We have both quality
and quantity. We can bring business
right to the doors of our advertisers.
There is no l^etter season than right now
to plant the seeds for a future big crop
of prosperity.

***

Covers We have received a great
The Field, many compliments that

have given us much en-
couragement, but the following from
Mrs. Mary Thorp Munroe, of Dryden,
N. Y., makes us feel that we have not
labored in vain:
"Your August number has just been

received, and I have read it through. I

do not see why you ever need publish
another number. There seems to be no
spot of ground that you have left un-
touched. If A Few Hens do that, I am
afraid we could not digest a whole flock;

I would respectfully suggest that you
reprint this number from month to
month—no one need to know anything
more, than he can find out in the August
issue, to make a success of poultry keep-
ing."

***

A Good Frank E. Kenyon,
Half Dozen. Dover, N. H.: "I take

several 'hen papers,'
but I prefer A Few Hens as a rnultnin

hi parvo to the rest."

Albert W. Olmstead, Worcester, Mass.:
"I have had your paper for the last year,
and like it so much that I would uot be
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without it. Of the five poultry papers
I take I think the most of yours, as I

am just starting in the business and your
paper just hits me, and gives me what I

want to know most—and that, too, in a
nut shell."

Willie Mitts, Raymond, Ills.: "A
Few Hens is a dandy."

Iv. F. Burgess, Bridgewater, Conn.:
"I have for a year past read your paper
with much profit and pleasure. I find
A Few Hens invaluable to me."
W. H, Nugent, Youkers, N. Y.: "I

want to renew my subscription to A Few
Hens. My last paper came in June. I

did not know the time had expired, or I

should have seen to it, as I cannot lose
such a spicy, interesting and instructive
little paper. Send July, August and
vSeptember issues, as I must have them
all."

P. T. Eggleston, Elgin, Ills.: "I en-
joy your paper very much, and learn
something new from every issue."

***

The A special from St.
Missouri Hen. Louis to the New

York World says
the Missouri hen brought better returus
than did wheat, corn, oats and hay.
State Commissioner Rixby reports that
over 70,000,000 pounds of poultry, and
nearly 36,000,000 dozen of eggs were
handled by transportation companies
last year, the aggregate cash returns for
which were 18,298,232.
The gross value of Missouri's ship-

ments of poultry and eggs in 1898 ex-
ceeded the combined shipments of
wheat, corn, oats and hay, and the com-
bined value of the shipments of lumber,
logs, cross-ties, piling, cooperage and
cord wood.
George Reeder, Muscatine, Iowa,

writes: "Enclosed I hand you a clip-
ping from the Sunday issue of the
Chicago Times-Herald. Thinking per-
haps you would be interested in what
the Missouri Hen can do, as well as the
Iowa Hen, I send the same to you for A
Few Hens' benefit."
Following is the clipping referred to :

"The farmer and grain shipper of the
northern and western states have been
wont to crown corn as king of the agri-
cultural products; in the South cotton
is given that title and in some of the
southeastern states tobacco is vested
with kingly robes. But conditions have
changed and the patient, unassuming,
oft-neglected, but always persistent Mis-
souri hen has won the commercial race
and the right to be crowned queen of the
wealth producers, so far, at least, as this
state is concerned.

"After crediting to each county all

of the commodities of whatever kind
shipped by the railroad, express and
boat companies during 1898, Commis-
sioner Rixley has compiled a summary
of the total of all of said products for
the whole state and has computed their
value at the average current prices which
prevailed during last year—which, by
the wa)', were lower in many instances
than the prices current today. To more
fully realize the importance of this "in-
fant industry," compare its achieve-
ments with some others.
"Group together the total value of all

of the shipments of coal, nickel, iron
ore, pig iron, tripoli, charcoal, stone,
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sand, gravel, fire-clay, lime and cement,
l)rick, tile, sewer pipe and stoneware,

then add the pig lead and spelter and
then the hen will beat the aggregation
and have 1500,000 to spare.

"Here is another comparison: Com-
i bine the value of the shipments of corn,

oats, flax, hay, timothy and clover seed,

cotton, tol)acco, broom corn, castor

beans, pop corn, buckwheat, apples,

peaches, strawberries, raspberries, black-

berries, fresh fruit, dried fruit, molasses,

1 game, fish and feathers—and Missouri's

I
new queen will be several thousands to

the good.
"But the last comparison is the most

amusing 'cackle' of all: Missouri has
outranked the world in the production
of lead and zinc.

.
Aggregate the value

h of the combined tonnage of lead and

!i
zinc ores loaded on the cars during 1898

( and the hen will have earned the right

M to crow first."
***

Poultry The Fanciers' Monthly, of

Trusts. S tu Jose, Cal., has this to say
of p )ultry trusts:

"About every business from peanuts
,
and chewing gum to cotton mills and

!' iron works, is being gathered up into
'trusts' with gigantic capital to control

j

the whole production of this or that

I
article. But the humble hen is beyond

i
the grasp of the trusts. Individually so

{

insiguificent, yet poultry and eggs sur-
passing all the other great products in

!

aggregate value, though one hen may
j

be 'cornered' never all of her tribe. It

j

is a business impossible to monopolize,
so when the trusts have driven out of

other employment millions of workers,
there will, in spite of all, still remain
open to the most needy the modest

I

avenue of poultry keeping."
Very true, brother, but A Few Hb;ns

is not scared one bit—the American hen
is simply out of the reach of these

I msney trusts.

About a month or so ago, the daily
' newspapers told us that a Goose Trust
was being formed in the West or South-
west (we cannot now recall just what
location it was). Later on the New
York papers referred to the antics of
Armour and Swift, of the Beef Trust,
who were buying up butter, eggs and
poultry in the West and rustling them

i

into Greater New York, selling to job-

j

bers at a lower figure than the regular
i
wholesale produce dealers could give.

But let that scare no one. If farmers
,
and poulterers will combine and refuse
to sell to these hucksters, and instead

1
create their own markets, no Trusts can
hurt them. There are too many in-

dividuals in this country owning fowls
: for the Trust's satisfaction and benefit.

***

Inbreeding. Geo. E. Pryor, in the
American Fancier, has

this to say: "Editor American Fancier:
What am I ? I am all twisted up. Have
just been reading this in the champion
utility paper, A Few Hens: 'About
Mating—W. H. M.: You can mate the
cockerels with the pullets of the same
hatch. It will not be inbreeding, as
the chances are that the hen that laid
the egg from whick the cockerel hatched
did not lay the eggs from w hich the pul-
lets hatched, so there could be no in-
breeding.'

"I always supposed I was a fancier,

with only a sharp eye on the business
end of my hens, but if this is utility

breeding then I guess I must be an
ultra-utility breeder. One thing is cer-

tain—I should hate to take chances on
such close breeding as this. lt.seems
to me this would be inbreeding with a
vengeance. How Uncle Mike cari write
this and in the same number warn his
readers against buying 'standard-bred'
males to mate with their own unrelated
females is too much for me. Where am
I at?"

If that would be the extent of the in-

breeding practiced by fanciers, there
could be no harm resulting. It is where
the sire is mated to the daughters that
trouble arises. In order to retain cer-

tain characteristics of the strain, fanciers
are almost compelled to thus mate par-
ents and offspring.

***

A Fancier's As we have repeatedly
Testinnony. stated in these columns

there is no fancier in
this country more consistent and sensi-
ble in his views than judge and editor

J. H. Drevenstedt. Mr. Drevenstedt
has been both a fancier and market poul-
try breeder, and knows just how far a
good thing can be taken without crip-
pling it. The following selection from
a recent issue of his paper, the Ameri-
can Fancier, should be preserved by
every champion of the utility cause :

"The price on a bird is no criterion of
its value as a show bird. A prime show
bird isfrequently apt to be apoor breeder.
It is the aim of every fancier to produce
an ideal show bird,but in all parti-colored
birds the ideal birds are not always
mated togetherfor the best results, and a
breeding yard is quite different from an
exhibition pen.

'

' The economic qualities of a thorough-
bred fowl, while desirable, are not con-
sidered of any surpassing importa nce by
the genuine fancier. The latter wants
the symmetry and the plumage first, last

and all the time. This is ati art that no
mechafiical tjiition zvill enable a man to

acquire, bjit it requires the inborn love
and peculiar knack, or call it genius if
you like, of the naturalfancier.

"Such as the latter will seldom part
with a bird simply for the money it may
bring. A true fancier is often a most
liberal and generous man, and it is safe

to say that some men give away more
birds than they sell."

The italics in the above are ours, as
we wish to call special attention to the
remarks thus marked.

In the first place Mr. Drevenstedt
says : "A prime show bird is frequently
apt to be a poor breeder." That's gos-
pel. We have always preached that to
get birds in show condition too close
breeding must be resorted to. The vital-
ity is taken out of the stock. The Stand-
ard is too exacting. Who would want
to breed from a flock that are up to the
required show weight? Who would
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want to breed from stock that have deli-

cate constitutions?
Mr. Drevenstedt says that the ideal

show birds are "not always mated to-

gether for best results." No doubt he
has reference to such breeds as Bajired

Plymouth Rocks. Matched in the breed-
ing pen as they are in the show room,
would soon produce a family of very
dark Rocks. But besides the point of

color, the average standard-bred fowls
are not mated for best results. No at-

tention is taken of their value as layers,

or their general economic qualities. The
first and most important thought for the
fancier is to have them matched or mated
that they may produce the most desira-

ble "points" according to the show-room
way of thinking. No wonder we have
such poor averages in the laying of

many of the best thoroughbreds.
Mr. Drevenstedt's testimony is to the

point and true. He sa3's "The economic
qualities of a thoroughbred fowl, while
desirable, are not considered of any sur-

passing importance by the genuine fan-

cier. The latter wants the symmetry
and the plumage lirst, last and all the
time." Now can the utility man be
blamed for not wishing "standard-bred
fowls" when there is no guarantee that
they will give them good results? It

but goes to prove that A Few Hens is

right

—

thoroughbreds but not standard-
bred poultry for the poultry farmer.
There are certain poultry journals

which, in a mistaken idea that they are
furthering the interests best of poultry
culture, make light of the utility cause.
They want all beginners to become fan-

ciers. No greater harm could come to
the fancy than overcrowding the ranks
of a branch of poultry culture than can
be mastered only by those strictly fitted

for the work. Fanciers like poets are
born and not made. Mr. Drevenstedt
again adds valuable testimony to that
fact: "This is an art that no mechani-
cal tuition will enable a man to acquire,
but it requires the inborn love and
peculiar knack, or call it genius if you
will, of the natural fancier." How
many of these beginners have that
"peculiar knack?" We have seen men
fail as fanciers and build up a good
business as market poultry men. The
reason is plain, they were better fitted

for the latter than the former. Because
the parents of the child want the son to
become a professional man will not make
him one unless he is cut out for it.

San key aad On Long Island, in the
the Ducks. neighborhood of East-

port, Speonk, etc., are
located many duck farms—Hallock's,
Willcox's, Pye's, and others—an indus-
try worth, it is said, ^100,000 a vear to
that section. Right in the midst of
these enterprises Ira D. Sankey owns
land that he purchased for speculation.
Tlie sale of this land is in the hands of
Gilijert W. Raynor, a real estate agent.
Sankey is the man who made Moody

famous—or Moody made Sankey famous
—we don't know which. But anyway,
Mr. Sankey wanted to grow rich by
speculation, and naturally he staked
much on the prospects of a land boom.
But the coveted boom failed to ma-

terialize. It was discouraging; it- was
heart-rending. So Mr, Raynor, the

agent, made up his mind that because
Eastport raised ducks, there could be
no such thing as a land boom, and he
presented a complaint to the Town
Board, protesting against the duck
farms. The complaint was signed by
Ira. D. Sankey.
Now some of these duck farms were

in existence, and earning an honest liv-

ing, long before Mr. Sankey ever
dreampt of speculating with Eastport
soil—yes, long before Mr. Sankey came
out as an Evangelist. No wonder the
whole town was aroused, and the duck
farmers to a man denounced all con-
cerned.

Mr. Sankey, in his complaint, said
that the duck ranches were a menace to
the good health of Eastport. But before
the Town Board meeting Dr. Rogers
said Eastport waS a healthy place, and
did not think it advisable to throw a
jfroo.cKX) industry overboard to gratify
the selfish interests of one man. The
Town Board agreed, and the complaint
was promptly dismissed.

***

Green Following are two good argu-
Bone. ments in favor of feeding green

cut bone to hens. They are
sent us by Frank B. White, and should
be read Ijy all who would help the hens
to produce winter eggs :

"Something for nothing you can't
take."

Cockt-rels at S. H. Leghorns. Send for one
this fall. W. H. Stonev, Jii., Barre Centre, N. Y.

Rhode Island Reds and White Wyandottes.
AVrite for prices. C. S. Buehan, Andover, Mass.

FORD BROS, have a few Buff Rock cockerels
with too much black, and eight off-colored pullets
at 75 cents each. No less than two sold. See ad.

WANTED. r^t%'^'(^.^^.^^''''^
H., Box 57(), Westfield, N.

WHITE WYANDOTTES, Bred for eggs and
meat, from a 2\i egg strain. Vigorous Cocker-

els ih'l up, if taken at once. They will please you.
Dexter E. Coggeshall, 655 BroadwaV, Everett, Mass.

THE BEST
of nest boxes is what you want if you have any.
Editor Boyer at the close of ids trial said that the
best of all was the

Cuckoo Nest Box.
Write for circiUar to theDUNLAP fSLPPLY CO., Vaidley, Pa.

PHOTO. FROM LIFE

Silver Wyandotte Cock
1st Hagrerstown, 1898.
1st West Chester, 1899.

A few Cockerels, sons of above, for sale,

WM. H, CHILD, Hatboro, Pa,

The most of us are beginning to real-

ize the truth of this trite saying in re-

gard to most things about us. It is a

poor farmer who does not realize that
he cannot take grain from his fields year
after year returning nothing to them,
without some time, sooner or later, get-

ting to the end of his string, and finding
his land run down and bankrupt. But
some poultry men have not discovered
that the same principal holds good in

regard to hens. You can't get some-
thing from nothing there, either. If

yoiir hens are to lay eggs, they must
have something to work with

;
they must

]> T V> E1->,S. Cockerels for sale at %\ to S2
%• !• rV each. S. E. Bean, Davisville, N. H.

Make YourHensPay.
You can't afford to feed hens all winter
ithout some adequate returns. Hens
ill lay just as well in winter as in
fiun'inier if they are fed properly.

EVAN'S...
Vegetable and Root

CUTTERS
reoinetothe relief of all

poultrynien at this point.
They cut all roots and
vegetables into fine poul-
ktry food. I?elished by all

It'owls and is prolitable as
'to results. Beats dried clo-'

ver, clover meal, &c.
Machines greatly improv
ed this season. l{eineni<
bcr. It will double the

CBB^ tliN winter. Write for catalogue prices. <Sc.

EVANS MFG. CO. Dept. R. ?31 River St., Detroit. Mich.

Heayy-Layfc Stoi
S. C. White Leghorn Cockerels, half grown,
White AVyandotte Cockerels, ^L'.OO. Light Brahma
Cocks, vear-old, §2.m. W hite Plymouth Rock, year-
old cocks, if.'lM.

(t^r "Conic early and get the choice.
MICITAEL li. BOYER, - - - Hammonton, N. J.

Empire State Brooders, complete, )?5.00; Summer
Queen Brooder Stoves, .90 and ;5*1; Reliance Brooder
Stoves, .(55, 1 1-2 in.; Compressed Wicks, for Stoves,
per dO/!., .25; Tested Brooder and Incubator Ther-
mometers, .30 and .40; Crushed Oyster Shells, 500
lbs., in sacks, ))(2.50; Oyster Shells by t(ui or car
load to trade, very low.' lAcc Killing" I'aint, 1 lb.
makes gallon, per lb., .25; Lambert's "Death to
Lice," .10, .25, .50, IJest makes Oil Stoves at
Half I'rice. Hlustrated Circular 2 cts. Write us.

EMPIKE STATE KKOODEK CO.,
Hall's Corners, N. Y.

to be of value must be
backed by continued
worthy deeds. The

Prairie State
incuttators
and Brooders

{have increased their
\ first premiums to 200 in
\ competition with the
\best. Send for i8g8 cat-
lalo^ue, giving full de
\scnption. Handsome

^
colored plates.

We warrant every
mac/fine.

^^g^JS^ Praire StatehicbHorCo
Homer Citv, Pa.
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get egg forming eleineiits from some
source or other.

In recent years the practical poultry

man has been able to double his egg
supply in the winter by a careful study
of egg producing foods. Prominent
among these must be placed green cut

bones, a food that is easily and cheaply
ol)tained and that is undoubtedly the
greatest egg-producer ever fed to hens.

The bone, when finely cut while it is

still green, supplies that element of ani-

mal food so needed and so relished by
fowls, taking the place of the bugs and
worms which the liens devour so greed-
ily upon the range. Moreover the bone
supplies the mineral matter needed for

egg formation, the lime, the phosphate,
the magnesia and is, in short, an ideal

egg food.
- When we consider how cheaply the
bones can be procured and how little

trouble it is to prepare them for the
fowls, it is difficult to understand why
any poultry man neglects their use.

Frank B. Whitk.

***

We are often prone to lay to "the per-

versity of Nature" things which are

largely our own fault. We often com-
plain ot bad luck, or calmly accept it

without complaining, feeling that we
must take "the inevitable," when the
truth is, if we look about us a little,

that we might very easily remedy that
which troubles us. It often seems to be
a hard provision of Nature that our hens
should lay plentifully in the summer
when eggs bring lo cents a dozen, and
go back on us completely in the winter
when eggs are worth from 25 to 50 cents
a dozen. But the truth is that it is the
fault of neither Nature nor the hens.
The whole trouble is that we do not get
our hens into the proper condition to

lay eggs. We are not fair to the hen.

When we send a man to do a piece of

work we are usually careful to select a
man who is in working condition and
not a man who ought to be in the hospi-
tal. Somehow or other we never seem
to think about that with our hens.
Anything that wears feathers and goes
on two legs seems good enough to us to

lay eggs, no matter what its condition.
Here is where we make mistake No. t.

Then, when we send a man to do a
piece of work, we are apt to see that he
has the tools to work with. We are not
like Pharaoh in demanding bricks with-
out straw. But how about our hens?
Do we not demand eggs without proper
food? We do that very thing, over and
over again.

If there is one fact established in Hen-
ology it is that the fondness of fowls for

bugs and worms is not an unnatural
taste. The animal matter thus secured
supplies a most important element in
the fowls' food. And it is largely be-
cause the hens cannot procure this food
in winter that they cease to lay eggs.
Another reason for few eggs in winter

is that the hens are not only not in the
best physical condition, but the food
they get does not contain the proper
elements for egg making, and, as has
been hinted, a her cannot make ])ricks

without straw. Food containing the
necessary elements muSt be supplied if

we are to have full egg baskets,

It is for this reason that the feeding
of green cut bones has become so popu-
lar among money-making poultry men
and women. Green cut bone supplies
this needed elements as does no other
food, and at a less expense than grain
can be fed. It keeps the fowls healthy,
it makes eggs, and is in short an indis-

pensible food. No person who keeps
fowls, be they few or many, can afford

to be without a green bone cutter.

L. A. WORTHINGTON.

Big Egg Dr. J. H. Casey, Kansas
Shipment. City, Mo., writes : "You

may think the West is

asleep, but kindly peruse the enclosed
clipping, and then you can judge of the
'expansionists' of this great country.
Talk about prosperity ! If all our other
live stock would get a hump on them
and do as well as the biddies, we would
soon all be running our automobiles.
A Few Hens is better than a bottle of
Mumni's Extra Dry."
Following is the clipping referred to :

"Seventy carloads of eggs will be ship-
ped from Topeka, Kans., to a syndicate
of Eastern produce merchants within
the next week. This big deal in eggs
was closed this afternoon and announced
at the meeting of the Kansas and Okla-
homa association of produce merchants
at the Midland hotel. It is a record
breaker for this season of the year.

"The men who will furnish the 10,000,

000 eggs required for this shipment are

John Stewart of Concordia, J. A. fBrewer
of Abilene and T. F. Seymour of Topeka.
The sale was made by J. A. Shannon of
Topeka and the price obtained is sixteen
cents a dozen. This will make the
wholesale value of the shipment ^^22,400.

The eggs will retail in New York, Bos-
ton, Pliiladelphia and other Eastern
cities for twenty and twenty-two cents a
dozen.

"Kansas is the greatest egg-producing
state in the Union. Hundreds of car-
loads of eggs are annually shipped East
from there. This is the largest summer
shipment yet contracted for, however.

and three special trains will be required
to carry the eggs, which are now in

storage."
***

Trap Our decision in the trap nest
Nests, trials seems to have met with

approval both by our read-
ers and those competing, as the let-

ters following will testify. We have
only one regret to express at the result,

and that is the location of the successful
one. Almost any location but Ham-
monton woukl have looked better, for

the reason that some might think that
a fellow townsman was favored. Such,
liowever, was not the case, as many of

our out-of-town visitors could testify.

While these trials were going on, we
have had almost daily visitors. In every
case we asked them, after seeing all

the nests in operation, which they
deemed the most practable, and in every
instance they favored our choice.
Among these visitors was a representa-
tive of the Dunlap Supply Co., of Yard-
ley, Pa. The gentleman was himself at

work upon a trap nest, but when he saw
the Cuckoo, he decided that his invention
was nothing compared to the Cuckoo.

WKock and S. C. W. Le.srliorn Cncl<erel,s,
• or will exclKui<ie for W. l!(ick pullets.
K MAEQUANl), Mt. Vernon, N. Y.

WHITE WYANDOTTES. Free range, farm-
raised, brown egf? yoiins stoek of superior quality.
1)0 you wish any? Wm. F. Stroud, Mereluintville,N.J.

The TELL
Picks the layers out of any size flock. It needs no
attention, l)ireetions for liuiidtufj, 50 cents in silver.

J. H. WOOBHEAD, Box L'L'li, Leicester, Mass.

Prairie State Incubators
at harfjain, if taken soon. Four ;300-ei;s; "ue 40l)-e.L'ir;

two Special Duck, L'KS CiTj-'s ; 80 ft. Brooder Systeni.
All i?oo<l order. Marybrook Ranch, I'"annettsbury, I'a.

ROCKY HILL GRIT
The Best All-Round Grit Known.

t One ton, )»7.00
PRICE,; One-lialf ton. 4.00

S 100 lbs. (1 bas), .50
By selling; for cash, we have no losses, and can sell

to consumers at manufacturers prices. Club together
and buy at wholesa le price. Lowfreiij;ht rates. Terms
cash. Better than ovster shell, (io twice as far.
ROCKY HILL GRIT WORKS, Milford, Mass.

HOW MANY EGGS
do you get? No matter, you will get twice as many if you feed the hous (irecn Cut Bone. It
doubles the cbk ptoduct in every instance. It mnlies hens Isiy in cold weather
when eggs are worth the most money. It makes early and long layers of the pullets.

MANN'S NEW BONE CUTTERS
"bent all." They make the hen business sure and profitable. Mann's Clover
Cutter—made entirely of iron and steel. Mann's Swing'ing Feed Tray
beats the hen that wants to scratch or roost In the *rouf}rh—preveii ts waste. Mann's
Cranite Crystal Crit is ?«ll Crit-"o dirt rash or installments. Illustrated

catalogue free. W. MANN CO. Box 67 MILFORD, MASS.

The Egg Basket
will be full to overflowing winter and summer if

you feed the liens on green cut bone.

THEADAM
GREEN BONE CUTTER

prepares bone in the best way because it is the best bone
cutter. It runs easiest because it is the only bone cutter
made having ball bearings. So constructed that in can't

choke on bone, meat or gristle. Cleans itself. Cuts on the shear plate
plan—leaves a fine shaving of bone easily consumed by chick or fowl.
It makes monev for the hen man or for the broiler man. Catalogue No.l
free «/. AOAM^ JOUET, ILLm
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He went home and reported what he
saw, to the Dunlap Company, and at

once a correspondence was opened with
the manufacturer, Mr. John P. Geis-

haker, with the result that, before the
September number of A Few Hens was
circulated, a deal was made by which
Mr. Geishaker disposed of all his rights

in the nest.

In the meantime the September num-
ber of A Few Hens reached its readers,

and the orders for the trap nest began
pouring in, and these had to be turned
over to the Dunlap Company for atten-

tion.

A letter from the above company, just

received, says they have added some
improvements which makes the Cuckoo
better than it was, but more expensive
to manufacture. They write : "It can
now be used anywhere that any trap
nest will work, and traps anything from
a quail to a goose, and is aljsolutely ac-

curate. One of the improvements is

that the trap may be so arranged, when
set up, to allow of removing the hen
and egg from front, top or back of the
nest, as the operator desires. It will

come knocked down, and so arranged
tliat no mistakes can be made in setting

it up. Boxes are set up and tested, and
then taken apart and packed to ship in

small space."
Now while the Cuckoo has been pro-

nounced the best of those competing,we
want to state that the four next best
ones are the Reliable, Ideal, Uneeda,
and "A Few Hens" trap. We shall

have these as well as the Cuckoo, in

operation upon our farm. All four of

these nests have done accurate work,
and we feel safe in using them.

F. O. Wellcome, Yarmouth, Maine,
writes :

"In the September issue of A Few
Hens the reference to my Ideal nest
box contains the statement that "it can-
not be used under the dropping boards."
"As the Ideal was especially designed

to be used under the dropping boards,
or anywhere else in the pen, and as it

has been in constant use ever since it

was devised, under the platforms in

my pens, and in that location has proved
as convenient both for the attendant
and the fowls as any trap nest could
possibly be, one can readily understand
that the statement that it could not be
used under the dropping boards came as

a great surprise to myself and family.
"Both my wife and my son have been

.obliged to attend to these nests when I

have been absent from home, and had
they been in the slightest degree incon-
venient, I would have heard from it with
no uncertain sound long ago.

"When used under the platforms the
nest boxes are to face the wall and the
hen and egg removed from the rear door,
which really is the front of the nest, as
far as the attendant is concerned. What
difference does it make if all work is

done front or back, provided that part
of the box is towards the attendant? A
space, of course, left between the nest
box and the wall for the passage of the
hen.
"When these nests are placed in a rov/

under the dropping boards, one nest is

left out at the end, or any desired point,

to admit the hens to the passage way
between the nests and the wall.

"The first nest box that I sent you was
exactly such a nest as I use myself. The
second one I made considerably larger
and higher for your Brahma pen where,
I understand, you do not use dropping
boards.
"You give as one of the points of

superiority of the Cuckoo that it takes
up the least room. The first Ideal sent
you is, I believe one foot squai'e : would
a nest smaller than this be large enough
for the American or Asiatic breeds ?

"I am not finding fault with j'our

selection of the nest that pleased you
;

all of us could not win ; but wish simply
to correct your error in regard to the
use of the Ideal under the dropping
boards.

"I feel that you will gladly make this
correction as you certainly do not intend
to be unjust to anyone. I thank you for

your Courteous treatment, and the kind
words you have written regarding my
nest box. The result of the contest
seems to show that there are several
good trap nests, and that I may modestly
claim the Ideal to be one of them.
"In regard to ventilation, isn't that a

question in which men might honestly
and reasonably differ? Ought not win-
ter weather in Maine be considered as

well as summer weather in New Jersey?
In this climate the trouble is not so

much to keep the hens cool in summer
as it is to have them warm in winter;
and it would seem that a fairly close
nest would be more comfortable in win-
ter than the more open ones, to say
nothing of the fact that hens will un-
doubtedly be more quiet and not so
likely to break or eat their eggs in a
semi-dark nest. My hens have shown
no indication of suffering this summer
even when confined several hours.

"Air is not a patentable commodity,
and it should be a self evident fact that
any trap nest can be ventilated as much
as the maker desires, and as opinions
would differ so much as to the proper
amount of ventilation (and light) to
Supply, why should that factor be made
arliitrary in a nest box, instead of being
left entirely to the discretion of the per-
son using; it ?

"

J. H. Woodhead, Leicester, Mass.,
writes :

"I see by the September issue of A
Few Hens that in using the American
Trap Nest, you say it cannot be used
under the platform. It can be used un-
der the platform, and used all right.

But you had the box tvirned wrong end
foremost. The front end of box was in-

tended to be turned away from the light;

the back door is not for the hen to be
taken from, as she comes out of the
front end. The back door is to be used
to get the egg. I place the nest box
half way under the platform and there
is no trouble to let the hen off. I have
had no trouble with the tramway getting
clogged with nest material. I have sold
hundreds of plans, and have had no
complaint as yet, but instead all speak
in praise of it."

We have not the room to give an ex-
tended reply to these letters, but would
state that the front entrance of a trap
nest should face outward, so that the
attendant can at once see if the nest is

occupied or not. It is undoubtedly the
proper position. In reply to Mr. Well-
conie's queries would say that one foot

square makes too close quarters for a
hen of the American or Asiatic breeds.
2d, a ventilated nest is preferable in all

climates. If the house is warmly built,

a hen will feel the cold no more on the
nest in day than she will on the roost at

night, when the temperature is several
degrees colder than day. We have had
several close nests in the contests, and
came near losing a hen penned up in

one of them for about an hour during a

very hot day this summer.
-| f\f\ Cockerels, early farm raised, noted strains.XUU White, Huflf, Silver Wyan.; Barred, White
P. Rocks; S. C. Wh. Leg., gl.oO. Wh. Hoi. Turkeys,
^2. Maple Shade Poultry Farm, Staufordville, N. Y.

Vigorous W.Wyandottes,W. Legliorns, B. P. Bocks,
pullets, cockerels, yearling hens and P. ducks;

farm range, utility hre'd; cheap to make room.
Liberty Poultry Farm, Harrington Park, N. J.

WHITE Wyandottes (Andrews strain),
HITE Plynioiitli fJocks (Empire strain).

Farm raised. Cockerels $2.00 and ^3.00 each.
S. C. White Leghorn Cockerels, g!l.00 each.
J. A. JOHIMSON, Briggs Corner, Attleboro, Mass.

"DT A fTlZ H/riNOKCAS bred for 10 years
X>Xji\.V7lV ItX for heavy layers. Yearling
hens at low price. Mrs. GEO. E. MONKOE,
Dryden, N. Y. Member Black Minorca Club.

ON TRIAL
OUR NEW
PREMIERIII

INCUBATOR
Mot One Cent to be paid

until tried.

Wl^P^ ^"y responsible person.
can get our machine on .J^,

trial and send money after trial.

Get it, put it in competitioa with any
other machine made. Descriptive
catalogue mailed for 5c.

''^- >^^i,

A child can run it. AUTOMATIC.
Five minutes attentionaday willrunlt.

/U/^mtSf^ i
cents worth of oil will make a hatch.

j
No expensive buildin<?.s needed for it.

Can be run under a shed, attic roof or
anywhere out ot rain and wind.

SET OF PLANS FOR POULTRY HOUSES, 25c.

We are also Exclusive Manufacturers of the COLUMBtA tNGUBATOR GO-,
Von Culin Simplicity and Columbia Incubators. 23 Adams St., Delaware Cliy, Del.

DlalomaS fWorld's Fair, Chicago, 1893

——-M J
Toronto Exposition. Canada, 189tana

<, Tennessee Centennial, 1897
Medals ( Trans-Mlssisslppi Exposition, 1898

Can be run with or ivitliout muisture.
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Notes in Passing.

News in the Market Potiltry World—
Hints That May be of Value—Para-
graphsfrovi Our Exchanges.

Dou't keep 50 heus where 25 can scarcely-

live.

By proper care is meant personal, intel-

ligent supervision.
Cleanliness is a great trouble preventa-

tive in the poultry yard.

Houses should be built solid enough to

make them warm quarters.

Fresh, clean water at all times in the

poultry yard is a desideratum.
Kindness is never lost on anything, no
matter how small the object may be.

The roof should be made of some first-

class roofing paper, and not shingles.

Shingles are cold and not weather or

rain proof for any length of time unless

painted.
If you have not separated the sexes, it

would be best to take the ragged hens
out of the flock.

A patent roof can be made both rain and
weather proof with a 12 or 18 inch
pitch, which is a great advantage.

Dry earth of some sort is an al^solute

necessity to every poultry keeper. It

is necessary for the fowl's sun bath.
Work now, work tomorrow, and the day

after. Bach day brings its duties,

each season has its appropriate labors.

In establishing any business of a com-
mercial nature, it is of great import-
ance that the right locality be chosen.

A shingle roof requires an exaggerated
slant, which simply means increasing
the height of the building to no pur-
pose.

Quality brings best prices, but feed will
not give quality unless the breed is

used to utilize food to the best advan-
tage.

A few castor-oil plants in an enclosure
where there are no bushes, make a
fine shade and are not interfered with
l)y the hens.

If the water is heated and putrid, it will
nauseate the fowls and occasion ill-

ness among the flock, when the real

cause is unsuspected.
Change the water often during the sum-
mer days. If your fowls are pent up
in close quarters this provision is es-

pecially needful for their health.
Earth floors should always be raised a

foot or more higher than the surface
of the ground on which the poultry
house is placed, to insure dryness.

I. K. Felch says he does not believe in
any artificial heat ; build against freez-

ing only, for fowls can stand dry, cold
weather much better than dampness
or summer heat.

Fowls drink a great deal in proportion
to their size, as compared with what
is imbibed by large animals. If they
have it fresh and cool in hot weather
it does them good.

While the breeders have done more to

fix the characteristics of the breeds
than the farmers, says American Stock-
Keeper, yet the breeders have made
some grievous mistakes in exacting
too much.

Poultry Farmer says the word "thor-
oughbred" is usually applied to a cer-

tain breed of race horses, but by com-
mon consent it has become iu use as

meaning purebred in all kinds of stock
and poultry.

Fowls that have been bred in line for at
least six generations, says Poultry
Farmer, or where purebred individu-
als have been always kept on both
sides, are thoroughbred, and they will
have general characteristics and qual-
ifications.

The real value of a breed is the produc-
tion of eggs and meat, says the Amer-
ican Stock-Keeper, awdi. the greater the
reputation of a breed as a layer and
market fowl the greater the demand
for it by the people.

It is not the cost of production, nor the
difficulty cf rearing, uor the prices
realized that make the raising of mar-
ket poultry unprofitable (when it is

unprofitable), but the lack of manage-
ment and the inroads made by disease.

An egg has been pronounced a master
piece of creation, but is no more so
than a feather. The covering of birds
combines in a wonderful manner,
lightness and complete ventilation, is

a first-rate non-conductor of heat, and
repels dirt.

The skunk is the meanest of vermin
;

one skunk has been known to kill 300
young chickens in a few hours by
biting them just back of the ears,

apparantly for pure amusement or
meanness, as none of said lot were
mutilated or carried away.

Poultry culture is a dignified work, says
American Poultry Journal. Dismiss
at once and forever the delusion that
it is "small" and unworthy your atten-
tion. Statistics prove its magnitude,
and the character of those who have
engaged in it demonstrates its fitness
as a pursuit.

If the poultry keeper finds fault with
his business for being on a small scale,
says Ohio Poultry Journal, he may
rest assured that the same rules which
made him successful with a few fowls
will, if strictlj' adhered to, enable him
to realize greater profits in more ex-
tensive operations.

FOR SALE. 260 capacity Successful Incuhator,
used one season. Also 100 capacity Prairie State.

Price low. C. H. KELLUM, Hop Bottom, Pa.

Poultry keeping is a healthy and en-
grossing pursuit ; it is a pastime, pleas-
urable as well as profitable ; it affords
amusement and well repays for the
time and labor spent while engaged in
it; but it should never be undertaken
by any but those who take an interest
in it and find pleasure in the work.

Thoroughbred fowls are not always
Standard bred, says Po7iltry Farmer,
but all the Standard bred fowls are
thoroughbred. Fowls of a certain
breed may be said to be thoroughbred
when they have been bred from the
best or purest blood of their breed,
and kept so for at least six generations.

A leak iu the roof? Of course you in-
tend repairing it the first chance you
get. But one thing after another occurs
that delays you, and all the while the
leak grows, the penalty for which is a
damp house and sick chickens. It

would have been much easier to have
repaired it in the start than now.

American Agriculturist says it is an en-
couraging sign that the principal ad-
vocates of some of the new breeds are
laying great stress on the practical
qualities of the fowls, producing
strains famous for eggs and meat,
rather than for feathers. Such a pol-

FOK SALE. S. C. White Leghorn cockerels;
fine stock; 75c. each. J. A. Ainge, Dover, N. J.

R. I. REDS. Prolitic layers. Eggs, 2fi, fj^l.W;

g4 pr. 100. St'k in season.. E. S. Piper, Camden, ]\Ie.

American Trap Nest Box
Picks out the business hen, and will prevent and
cure egi; eating. Plans gl.OO. Circulars.

J. H. WOODHEAD, Box 226, Leicester, Mass.

Annn I?ERRETS. pure blood, furnished
U'/"/"/ not akin. Finest strain iu the land.
Bred from good workers. Small, medium and large
birds. Trained. Will kill rats and hunt rabbits.
Price low. Safe arrival guaranteed. Book "Care and
Working'^free. S.* L. Farusworth, New London, O.

THE IMPROVED

Cata-
logno
4oents.

VICTOR
NCUBATOR

Hatches Chickens by Steam
Absolntely self-resulatinc-.
The simplest, most reliable,
and cheapest first-class Hatches
in the market. Circulars free.

G£0. JBSTEL. CO., Quincy»]ll«

^^tf ^^tf ^^tf ^^tf ^^tf

FOUR
Poultry Papers

For $1.15.
forNone Better; None as Good

Practical Poultrymen.
FARM-POULTRY, semi-monthly, Price $1.00
INTER-STATE POULTRYMAN, monthly, .50

POULTRY KEEPER, " .50

A FEW HENS, " .25

You Save SI.10 Cold Cash, and get the Cream of Poultry Knowledge.

The four papers one year, all sent to one address, post-paid, for

$1.15. Send all orders to ns. The combination cannot be changed
or filled as above, unless all ordered at one time.
I. S. JOHNSON & CO., 22 Custom House Street, Boston, Mass.

c<

€*
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icy tends to gain the confidence of the
farmers and practical growers.

*rhe following is from the Poultry
Keeper: "We often hear of the large

profits derived from hens and large

yields of yearly are given as proof.

In ordinary cases one may take out 90
days of the moulting season, during
which no eggs will be laid. This will

leave 275 days, and if the hen lays an
egg every other day the product would
be 137 eggs, but the hen must be given
time for hatching a brood and raising

them, during which she lays no eggs,

and this time must be taken out, so

that 120 eggs yearly is a good average,

and in a great many instances this

number is not reached."
American Stock-Keeper says : We have

kept fowls and cared for them a good
many years, and know very closely

the cost of raising a chick or procuring
a dozen of eggs. And we know that,

during all the year for fowl flesh, and
most of the time for eggs, the price to

be had for each is largely above the
actual cost of raising and marketing.
The farmer may, from some untoward
cause, have to sell his hay, wheat or

hogs at a sacrifice, or at best at a very
small margin above actual cost of pro-

duction, but his fowls and eggs are

always salable at a fair to high profit.

P. H. Jacobs says the best way to enjoy
keeping fowls is to have a small Ijook

into which should be inserted all the
receipts and expenses. It is an excel-

lent mode of learning what can be
done and how to economize. A large

profit can be made from a very small
flock ; that is, while the receipts may
not be large, yet the profits on capital

invested will be surprising. A small
flock pays because it consumes so

much waste material that would other-

wise give no return, and a home mar-
ket always exists as long as eggs are

used in the household, and, it may be
added, fresh eggs will be had instead

of the candled stock usually sold as

such.

Regarding the improving condition of

poultry in the West, the New York
Produce Review gives the following:
A fancy poultry shipper of Ohio came
through with a car of live poultry,

and has l)een studying the situation

here for some days. In speaking with
a representative of this paper he said

that farmers in the West, and particu-

larly in his section, were steadily im-
proving their poultry. "They find

that it costs no more, if as much, to

raise a thoroughbred fowl, and the
poor birds are rapidly weeded out.

Shippers are paying particular atten-

tion to turkeys and have improved the
standard of their flocks wonderfully.
The fowls are all thoroughbred Barred
Plymouth Rocks and Brahnias, and it

is the finest car I ever brought to New
York."

It is said that while the American army
was beleaguring Santiago, one of Gen.
Shafter's staff officers stuml)led one
day over a little worn, starved Recon-
centrado, too weak to keep up with
his party of refugees. The officer took
him to camp and after he had recov-

ered the General placed him on a

small captured mule and started him
after his family. A few days later he

returned, pulled from his ragged
blouse a small, dilapidated chicken,
his one earthly possession, which he
had brought to present to the General
as a token of deepest gratitude. When
Shatter was busy issuing orders, send-
ing dispatches and reports, the chick-
en remained perched on his shoulder,
and when he came North it traveled
in state in a parrot cage. "That
chicken stays by me as long as she
lives" says the conqueror of Santiago,
"the only proof on record of Cuban
gratitude."

Questions Briefly Answered,

Condensed Replies to the I\fany Inquiries

Received at this Office.

MATING.
F. V. A. : The cockerel can be safely

mated to the hens in the flock from
which he sprung, as there is only one
hen in that flock that is related to

him ; she is his mother.

J. C. : In making up your breeding pens,
do not crowd any more in the flock

than the house space will conveniently
and comfortably hold. There is noth-
ing gained by an overcrowded condi-
tion, while, on the other hand, there
will be much risk attached to such
matings.

E. W. B. : Be sure that the stock you
are mating have never been sick, and
that they are strong, hardy stock, if

you wish to establish a famil}' of profit-

able and healthy qualities.

H. L. : In mating for utility, hens are

picked out according to their individ-
ual records, and the sire is chosen from
a flock of fowls famous for their egg
producing qualities. In mating for

Standard qualities, hens and males are

selected according to the extent of

their outside markings, paying no
attention to their practical qualifica

tions.

J. W. : To grade up a flock of mongrel
hens, mate them with a thoroughbred
male bird, and never use any of the
crossbred roosters. Next year mate
the pullets of the cross with another
thoroughbred of the same variety.

SPORTSMEN ATTENTION! Two fine
Pointers tor sale cheap, or excliange for tlior-

oushbred poultry. F. M. Chesbro, Mongo, Ind.
Also R. C. B. L. and B. P. Rocks for sale cheap.

For Scratcliing Sheds.
Waterproof Sheeting
Made up any size, 3 cts.
square foot. Not maile
up, 20 cents square yard.

C. N. TILLOTSON, 361 B'way, N. Y.

SKULL'S White Leg;., 'Dottes., Rocks
are well matured, strictly thoronnhbreds. Bred for
eggs. Five entries at Maryl;iu(l State and Talbot Co.
Fair. Easton. Won 2 firsts, '2 se<-ou(is, 1 special, in hot
competition, Sept., '99. Pekiu ducks and drakes
(Rankin str.,) deep keeled, broad backs, look like

geese. On account of change in plant will sell 300

young birds, including my prize birds. No culls sent
out. Now is your chance for first-class stock at one-
half price. R. R. SHULL, Henderson, Md.

Linden Poultry Yards

We haven't all the best stock to be found, but we
have some of it. A pleasure to send our circular if

you mention A Few Hens. Ten fine Buff Leghorn
iiens and a 400-egg Reliable Incubator tor sale.

C. B. CROWELL, Brattleboro, Vt.

BROODING.
Mrs. L. W. C. : Your troulde comes

chiefly from overcrowding in the
brooder. No more than 50 chicks
should be kept in any brooder, espec-
ially during more or less mild weather,
as the chicks sweat and soon get a

good dose of bowel trouble.

G. M. : Where chicks are run out on
the colony plan, shade can be provided
for them by erecting trellises, or skel-
etons of roofs on four posts, and cov-
ered with brush.

***

BREEDS.
A. S. D. : Do not condemn a breed be-
cause the strain you have did not prove
satisfactory. There is as much differ-

ence in strains of a breed as in breeds
themselves.

WHITE LEGHORN
Eggs command the highest price in New York. Why
raise brown ones? April hatclied cockerels, ^1..50

each. G. E. CHALFANT, Hamnionton, N. J.

ATTENTION Utility Men! Look at these
prices on first-class laying and broiler raising

stock: White Rock cockerels, g(l. 25 each. Buff Wy-
andotte cockerels, gl..")!) each. Brown Leghorn
pullets, )J(1.00 each. Brown Leghorn cockerels, (10

each, iirown Leghorn yearling liens, ^2.00 each.
Bi-own Leghorn yearling cock, comb frosted, ^2.00.
Order now. Sat. guaranteed or money refunded.
Tlie first ones ordering will get the pick of the lot.

THOMAS T. OSGOOD, Randolph, N. Y.

Established 1855.

BENNETT, RAND & CO.,

Commission Merchants,
POULTRY, GAME, BUTTER, EGGS, Etc.

Nos. 19 and 20 North Market Street,

and 19 Clinton Street, Bo.'iTON, MASS.

X^T T? A GRIT. OYSTER SHELLS,
\jL^JliA^X\i 3IEAT MEAL, cheapest and
nest on the market; also B. P. Rocks, White Wy-
andottes, White Indian Games, I$rahnia Bantams
and W. 0. Black Polish. As good as the best. Can
please the most exacting. Write for list.

D. LINCOLN ORR, Box 9, Orr's Mills, N. Y.

WHITE WYANDOTTES,
Entire time given to breeding for eggs and meat.

Large, vigorous March cockerels, sired by a 10 1-2

pound cock, mated to 9 pound unrelated females.

We liave some Beauties for $2.00.
Eggs froin same mating:, )8>3 per 13.

We will try to please.

HOMESTEAD POULTRY FARM, Hopkinton, Mass.

Dulany & Branin,
(Successors to Haines & Branin,)

Commission Merchants,
Philadelphia Poultry; Broilers, Roast-

ers, Fancy Capons, Squabs and Eggs.
Nos. 41, 43 and 45 Hewitt Avenue,

West Washington Market, NEW YORK CITY.

loultry Printing
}r I make a specialty of poultry printing, hav-

ing cuts of all kinds of poultry. Anything
you want in that line you will save money
by asking for prices.
I/NION PRINTING CO., Anthony, R. L

I. K. FELCH & SON,
Box K, Natick, Mass.

Light Brahmas, Plymouth Rocks,

and White Wyandottes,
BRED ON PRACTICAL LINES.

Standard Points and Egg Records Combined.
Knclose stamps for 24 page catalogue.
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Our Market Report.

An Accurate Account of the Highest,
Lowest and Average Prices for the

Best Market Stock, Paid During the

Month of September—Goods Not up to

the Standard Received Proportionately

Less.

NEW YORK.

Furnished A FEWHENS by Dulany & Branin,
41 Hewitt Avenue, New York City.

Highest, I/Owest, Av.,
:-fresh eggs 22 18 20

' iilada. Roasting Chickens, 20 18 19

.iroilers 20 18 19

Fowls 13 12 122-3

Ducks 16 1-2 14 15 1-2

Turkeys, spring, fancy 20 17 " 18 1-2

PHILADELPHIA.

Furnished A FEW HENS by Philip Qnigley,

303 South Front St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Highest, lyOwest, Av.,
Fresh Eggs 19 1-2 16 1-2 18

Hens, live 12 1-2 10 11 1-2

Hens, dressed 12 11 11 1-2

Roasting Chickens, live 13 9 11 1-6

Roasting Chickens, dressed 15 14 14 1-2

Old Roosters, live 8 7 71-2

Old Roosters, dressed 8 7 71-2

Ducks, live n 10 10 1-2

BOSTON^

Furnished A FEW HENS by Bennett, Rand &
Co., 20 North Market St., Boston, Mass.

Highest, I,owest, Av.,

Eggs, nearby and Cape 25 22 23 1-2

Eggs, Eastern, 21 18 19 1-2

Eggs, Vt. and N. H 21 18 19 1-2

Eggs, West'n, selected fresh 18 1-2 16 17 1-2

Northern and Eastern.
Chickens, dressed 20 18 19

Chickens, live 12 10 11

Fowls, dressed 14 12 1-2 13 1-3

Fowls, live II 10 102-3
Roosters, live 7 6 61-2
Broilers, nearby 14 14 i4

Ducks, dressed 16 14 15
Western.

Turkeys 15 n 123-4
Turkeys, old toms 12 11 11 2-3

Broilers 12 1-2 12 12 1-4

Fowls 12 i: II 2-3

Old cocks 8 71-2 73-4
Chickens, roasting 13 12 12 1-2

CHICAGO.

Furnished A FEW HENS by the Sprague Com-
mission Co., zi8 So. Water St., Chicago, III.

Highest, I,owest,
Eggs, fresh 16 1-2

Chickens, hens, scalded 91-2
Chickens, hens, alive 9
Spring chickens, scalded.. 11 1-2

Spring chickens, live 11 1-2

Roosters, old, live 6

Roosters, young, live 6
Roosters, dressed 61-2
Ducks, live, old 71-2
Ducks, live, spring 81-2
Ducks, dressed, old 10
Ducks, dressed, spring 9
Geese, live, per dozen $6.50
Geese, dressed, old 9
Geese, dressed, spring.... 12
Turkey hens, dressed ; 10
Turkey gobblers, live 9
Turkey hens, live 10
Turkey gobblers, young.. 12
Turkey gobblers, dressed.

.

9

14 1-2

9

1-2

1-2

-2

-2

7 1-2

$5.00

7
12
8 1-2

8

9
10
8

Av.,
15 3-5

9 1-4

82-3
10 2-5

9 5-7

5 3-4

5 3-4
63-4
7 1-4

8

9
8 1-3

$5-75

9 1-3

8 1-2

9
II

BuiLTjOR business:
That's the idea. Nolhingfancj'; nothing foo-

ish; just straight, practical, hones t,las*>nlg

The Cyphers Incubators
positively warranted to last TEN YEARS,
without repairs. Guaranteed to OTJT-HATt'H,
during three trials, any other incubator on

the markeLTHIS OR YOXJR MONEY BACK.
Circulars and price list free. 136 page (8x11

, inches) Cyphers' Treatise on Incubation,

Catalogue and Guide to Poultry Culture for 10c in stamps—worth
dollars. The Cyphers Incubator Co,, Box29, Wayland, N. Y.

I No
l3uppiiroi_
1 Moisture.

.^.regulating.
seif-ventiliting

M. N. B. : In our experience we have
found the Partridge Cochins better
layers than any of the Cochin family.
For beauty, probably the Buffs would
be preferred.

B. W. : To breed out the leg feathering
on the Brahma would be to take away
its trade mark. Leg feathering is

characteristic of the Asiatic class.

G. H. J. : The utility qualities can be
increased in any breed by proper
selection and mating.

T. R. E. : The Crevecouers like the
Dorkings do not thrive well in our
climate. In their native country they
are considered hardy, but our change-
able weather seems to be too much
for them.

***

INCUBATION.
Mrs. L. W. C. : Start the incubators in

January if you want to have broilers

that will be in season for the best
prices.

J. A. J. : It is always best to fill the in-

cubator lamps in the evening, so that
there will be a steady flame during
the night.

H. G. F. : The directions that will suc-
cessfully work with one make of in-

cubator, will not, necessarily, do for

another. Study well and follow closely
the directions as given by the manu-
facturer.

MY Buff Rocks and Wyandottes have won
many prizes. Old and youn«; stock for sale.

J. F. DAY, Shushan, N. Y.

EGGS.

C. V. B. : Your friend is wrong; a
week's age to an egg does not improve
its hatching qualities. The fresher it

is the better.

O. P. B. : A neat circular, telling how
you feed and care for your poultry to
secure the best of eggs, coupled with
a guarantee that none will be delii/

ered over three days' old, would foo
establish a valuable retail trade anioii^

the wealthy citizens of your town.
H. H. R. : It is just as possible to feed
hens for flavor in eggs as to feed cows
for flavor in milk.

Iv. K. J. : The entire Mediterranean
class lay a white egg.

J. G. : Irregularly shaped eggs are
caused by a more or less overfat con-
dition of the hen. Soft shelled eggs
are often caused by a lack of lime in
the food. Feeding clover hay has a
strong tendency to overcome that
trouble.

HITE WYANDOTTES bred for eggs and
meat. Cockerels and Pullets gl.OO to ^2.00 each.
E. SCHAAF, Box 121, Woodbury, N. J.

MAPLE TREE
POULTRY FARM.

12 room house, large barns, scratching shed houses
for 300 layers. Incubators, brooders, 400 B. Kock and
White Wyandotte pullets, beginning to lay.
For particulars apply or address
A. ELY, Maple Tree Poultry Farm, W^yckoff, N. J.

T7r^T> C! A T 17 No. 1 "Dandy" green bone
X' VJXV foiLJUJii. cutter, ^7.50, cost JJflG.OO.

Four Cornish Indian hens, 2 pullets, for the lot.

7 W. Wyandotte and B. P. Rock cockerels left, at gl
each. Mar. hatch. C. N. Tillotson, Boonton, N. J.

FOR SALE.

You Do and You Don't!
* ® ® WANT »I4 ^4 »I4

Yo u don't
want your
hens to lay
much from
May to Sept.

when eggs sell

for only about

what it costs

to raise them.

Your hens bet-

ter rest until

fall or winter.

You do want
every day, a

nestful of eggs

from Septem-

ber to April,

when they will

command the
highest prices

per dozen in

the large mar-

kets and are in

great demand.

Getting eggs when you want them is a matter of choice. You can have
them or not. It depends wholly tipon the care, feeding and management.
Four essentials are absolutely necessary to succeed, as follows:—

1st. Hatch your chickens in the months of March, April and May.
2nd. Keep them growing so the pullets will mature early and lay by Oct.
3rd. Help your hens over the molting season, so that all will lay early.

4th. Follow the example of successful Poultry-raisers, who by the use of

Sheridan's Condition Powder
in the mash food, as directed, are doing all of the above, and increasing their
profits yearly. It is a powerful food digestive. Therefore no matter what
foods you use in the mash, mix with it dailj', Sheridan's Powder; it assures
perfect assimilation of the food elements needed to form new plumage ; to
make pullets mature early ; to make hens lay when you want eggs.

Sold by Druggists, Grocers and Feed Dealers, or Sent by mail. Large cans most economical to buy.

If You Can't Get it Near Home, Send to Us. Ask First.
We send one pack, 25 cts: five, gl.OO. A two-pound can, ,^1.20; Six, gS.OO. Express paid. Sample
copy "best Poultry paper" sent free. I. S. JOHNSON & CO., 22 Custom House St., Boston, Mass.
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People We Know.

Facts and Neivs Gleaned Especially for A FEW
HENS About People We Know.

L. L. Gross, Petaliiiua, Calif., is the patentee and
manufacturer of an anti-lice roost hanger that

is a good thing. Send to hun for circular.

The Poultry West. Topeka, Kans., purchased
the Nebraska State Poultry Journal, Auburn,
Neb., and combined it with their journal be-

ginning with the September issue.

W. M. lyloyd, inventor of the Uneeda Trap Nest,

Tuckahoe, N. Y., has added an improvement
bv attaching an extra button for setting the

nest. It makes the work more convenient.

The Reliable PoultryJournal Quincy, Ills., sends
us the anuoiiucenient that on or before Decem-
ber ist they will issue a large book of about
100 pages, on Wyaudottes. The book will sell

for 50 cents.
An error was committed in the advertisement of

e;. Schaaf, breeder of White Wyaudottes, as

fo\ind on page 46 of the September issue. The
address should have been Woodbury, New
Jersey, instead of New York.

The Cousins Kgg Tray Co., Warren, Pa., are
manufacturing an automatic egg-turning tray

for incubators that, according to descriptive

circulars sent will prove a valuable article to

those engaged in artificial incubation.

The American Fancier, Johnstown, N. Y., has
entered its 13th volume. This is one of the
substantial poultry publications of the day,

and one which has not lived in vain. Editor
Drevenstedt is giving the poultry world a val-

uable and infliieutial weekly.
The Puritan Poultry Farms, Stamford, Conn.,

send us a new circular they have just gotten

up giving half-tone illustrations of their farm,
buiidings, yards, etc., and describing their

feeds and other specialties. It will be sent

free to all who write, mentioning A Few Hens.
F. H. Valentine, associate editor of Rural Ne-w

Yorker for past 11 years, assumed editorial

charge of the Poultry Monthly WxVn. the Octo-

ber issue. Mr. Valentine will have his head-
quarters at 108 Fulton Street, New York City.

Mr. Holmes could not have made a better

selection, and A Few Hen's good wishes are

hereby e.Ktended.
Tiie Electric Temperature Indicator, is a new
device offered for sale by the Wilder Manu-
facturing Co., of Springfield, Mass. It is an
attachment for incubators and brooders. It is

a thermostatic wafer working by expansion
and contraction, and is placed in the incuba-

tor directly over the eggs. For further infor-

mation and prices address the company as
above.

The E-Kcelsior Poultry Supply Co., 28 Vesey
Street, New York City, the New York and ex-

port agent for the Prairie State Incubators and
Brooders, have just issued a very neat 12-page
circular fully describing these goods. W. V.

Russ, the proprietor, is one of the greatest

hustlers in the poultry business to-day, and
for reliability he has the full endorsement of

A Few Hens.
The Von Culin Incubator Co., Delaware City,

Del., has been re-organized under the name of

Columbia Incubator Co. They claim for their

machines that they are fire-proof, 5-inch

double walls packed with non-conductors, egg
chamber is heated bv radiation, machines are
built of kiln-dried hi'mber, moisture arranged
according to location, simple in construction,

and no clock-work attachments to get out of

order.
Since last issue, A Few Hens received the 1900

Prairie State Incubator catalogue complete.
This by far beats any former efforts in that

line, and never in the history of this company
have they given such attractive offers as this

year. The book is replete with colored litho-

graphs and half-tone portraits, and should be
in the hands of all poultrymen. It will be
sent free by addressing the Prairie State Incu-

bator Co., Homer City, Pa.
Tlie Star Incubator and Brooder Company,
Bound Brook, N. J., writes that they are hav-
ing an exceptionally good trade, although the
season has hardly begun. The Star is a top
heat, hot air machine. The manufacturers
claim that bv their method of circulation every
particle of heat is utilized, and every part of

the egg chamber is heated exactly the same
degree, allowing no cold corners. On points
of regulation and ventilation, the Star seems
exceptionally strong. This firm also manu-
factures indoor sectional and outdoor brooders.
Send to them for complete catalogue for 1900.

Prof. Samuel Cushraan, breeder of Rhode Island
Reds, Pawtucket, R. I., writes A Ffw Hens as
follows : "I shall sell cockerels at half price
from now until cold weather—that is, those for

crossing and grading—for I3 each, or three for

$6. But when cold weather comes will kill

A Few Hens
most of that grade not sold, and will keep only
those I feel are worth $5 and over. No birds
(males) for less than $5 after November 15th.

Have many now for $3 each, or three for $6.

I have over 800 Rhode Island Reds raised on
my West Mansfield farm, and over 2,500 to

select from raised on my partner's large farm.
The latter are from my eggs, males or mat-
ings. About every thing is marked to show
which of my i6 different matings it is from.
Trade is commencing in good earnest. Orders
for African geese are plenty. My flock of 125
selected ones will not last many months."

The Prairie State Incubator Co. has just issued
a new book of 48 pages, which they send out
to all customers. Among the many good
things to be found in it are hints on the care
of the lamp, setting eggs, temperature, venti-
lation, moisture, cooling, hatching, why chicks
die in the shell, testing, duck eggs, big
hatches, the kind of eggs to set, how to feed,

the dry feed method, how to feed young ducks,
marketing, how to prepare broilers for mar-
ket, construction of brood houses, care of

heater and pipe system, how to raise chickens
in outdoor brooders, how to feed laying hens
to produce good, fertile eggs, raising chicks
in a brood house, feeding young chicks, tem-
perature of brood houses, heating poultry
houses, etc.

Oct. 15

GOLDEN EGG STRAIN.
Several cockerels just right to use in raising eggs

and meat, at very reasonable prices. Better ones at
higher prices. Will spare a few breeding pullets.
IMy customers are saying very pleasant things of
my treatment of them.

WM. E. SARGENT. Lancaster. Mass.

33 Ribbons Boston and New York.
Mr. Boyer recommends my stock and myself. My

Rose C. Brown have a record of over 220 eggs to a
hen in '98, '99. S. C. Browns and Rose, second to none
in the world. White and Barred Rocks, Bradley &
Thompson stock. Fekin Ducks, 10 lb. stock. Buff
Leghorns, Wh. Leghorns, (Whiting). Wh. Wyans.,
(Dustin). Bl. Langshans and Minorcas. Stock all

of best blood. Cocks, hens, cockerels and pullets
for sale. A Buff Cochin cock, ^3.50.

W. W. KULP, Pottstown, Pa.

LICE AND BAD LUCK
Keep your poultry free from lice and you will

have no'trouble with other diseases.

PIKE'S LICE DESTROYER
will kill the lice and mites or money refunded.
Send for circulars and prices.

SPRAOVB C4»]HniISSION CO.,
{SIS South Water Street, Chicago, 111.

If People only Knew
what strong, vigorous Cockerels and Pullets we have
for sale and ready to enter the breeding pen, they
surely would buy some. Considering the quality and
vigor of the stock, we claim to have as good and
cheap as any one. If you are Interested in Turkeys,
Ducks, Geese, Guineas or Chickens, send for my
catalogue, it fully describes the 23 varieties I breed.
It is now time to inquire about incubator eggs. We
can furnish them bv the 100 or 1000. Prices quoted
on application. D. A. MOUNT,

Pine Tree Farm, Jamesburg, N. J.

rPYOUWANT
a nice, strong, vigorous WHITE Wyandotte
Cockerel, write me. I have over 100 for sale.

D. LINCOLN ORR, Orr's Mills, N. Y.

All for One Dollar!
Profitable Poultry Farming, retail, - - 25 Cents.
A Living From Poultry, " - - 25 "

Broilers for Profit, " - - 50 "

Farm-Poultry Doctor, " - - 50 "

A Few Hens, monthly, one year, - - 25 "

Total, *1.75.

By ordering at once will send the above collection
for $1.00. Address,

MICHAEL, K. BOYER,
Box A, Hammonton, (Atlantic Co.,) New Jersey.

The Cuckoo Won
The Cuckoo Trap Nest, in the severest test carried

out at A Few Hen.s Experimental Farm, m'ou first

as containing the most good points. It is a double
door nest, well ventilated, makes a handsome
appearance, and does the work accurately. Price
gl.OO. JOHN GEISHAKEK, Hammonton, N. J.

A nowise unimportant partpf the work of the'

various experiment stations of this country has
been to seek out and combine those various
stock foods so as to produce the very best obtain-
able results. This combination has resulted in
what is known as a balanced ration, which
means that natviral grains have been mixed to-

gether in proportion to their special food con- •

tent to produce specially desired products. For
instance—it is a well known fact that one par-
ticular balanced ration if fed to a cow will in-

crease the flow of milk and the consequent yield
of butter; if the same animal is fed another
balanced ration, she will take on flesh rapidly
and become practically worthless for milking'.
Now if these things are true of dairy cattle and
also true in feeding other kinds of live stock,
why may they not be equally true in the poultry

'

yard ? As a matter of fact they are so, and hens
may now be fed balanced rations with the same
certainty of desired results as are assured the
live-stock feeder. The H-O Company, whose
advertisement appears elsewheiein this issue,
are making such a food. It consists of a num-
ber of grain substances combined in just the
correct proportions to produce the desired re-
sults in eggs, growth of young poultry, develop- \
ment of pullets, etc. Every sack of the H-O I

Poultry Food contains a guaranteed analjsis of '

the actual food content of the package. You
thus take no risk in buying as you know abso-
lutely in every case exactly what you are getting.
H-O Poultry Food is best fed as a morning

mash. Write them for circulars, prices, etc.
Address according to the advertisement.

'

A Few Cockerels and Pullets, R. I. Reds, farm v

raised, good stock. Pairs ,%'juj); trios and up.
P. R. PARK, 19.^ Lowell Street, Metluien, Mass.

WHEN YOU HAVE ANY

Poultry for Market
|

Write for prices to

Produce Commission Merchant,

No. 303 South Front Street, Phi lauelfhia, PA.

IF BOTH PAPEIS
We Will Blake the Price as Follows: '

A FEW HENS one year, 25 Cents.

FARM-POULTRY one year, 75 Cents.

BOTH $1.00.
I

This saves you 20 per cent, the regular price is gll.36. ;

I. S. JOHNSON & CO., Boston, Mass. '

Relieves Every Form of Inflammation

;

INTERNAL as much as EXTERNAL.
Originated in 1810 by a Family Physician to

cure asthma, abscesses, burns, bruises, bron-
chitis, colds, coughs, croup, catarrh, chaps,
sore throat, la grippe, muscular soreness.
The real danger from every ailment of
mankind is caused by inflammation. Cure
the inflammation andyou conquerthe disease.
Inflammation is manifested outwardly by
redness, swelling and heat. Inwardly by con-
gestion of the blood vessels, pain and fever.

Y P ' Have it in theHouse
For many common ailments which will occur
in every family as long as life has woes.
Suffering children love it dropped on sugar.
There is not a remedy in use which has the
confidence of the public to a greater extent.
Could a remedy have existed for nearly a cen-
tury except it possess extraordinary merit?

Our Book on INFLAMMATION sent free.
The Doctor's signature and directions on every bot-

tle. Sold by all druprgists. Price 35 cents. Six $2.00.

1. S.Johnson&Co., 22 Custom House St., Boston, Mass.

P
IDOnUO'DIIIC OTfE A DOSE. Physicians
AnOUHu rlLLO. say they are Best Liver
Pill made for Biliousness, Sick Headache, all

Liver troubles. Price, 25 cts. Book mailed free,

I. S. JOHNSON .& CO.. 22Custom House St., Boston.


