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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOINT TASK FORCE GUANTANAMO
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA

APO AE 09360

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

JTF GTMO-CG 31 January 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Southern Command, 3511 NW 9lst
Avenue, Miami, FL 33172.

SUBJECT: (S) Transfer Recommendation for Guantanamo Detainee, Abd Al-Aziz Sayir Al-
Shamari, ISN: US9KU-000217DP, to the Control of Another Country for Continued
Detention.

1. (FOUO) Personal Information: Abd Al-Aziz Sayir Al-Shamari is a Kuwaiti national
born on 23 September 1973 (age 30) in Al Fahahil, Kuwait. He is in good health.

2. (S) Detention Information: Subject detainee served in the Kuwaiti army where he
completed basic military training. After serving two weeks in a regular army unit, he left his
post without leave for a period of 70 days before returning to be discharged. The detainee had
a degree in Islamic Studies. He worked in the Kuwaiti Ministry of Endowments as a Koran
instructor from 1994 until he left for Iran (IR) and Afghanistan in 2001. Detainee claims an
associate in Saudi Arabia invited him to Mashhad, IR. He claims he then traveled from Iran
to Afghanistan to study and teach Islamic studies. As US forces were arresting Arabs,
detainee attempted to flee into Pakistan with a number of other individuals attempting to
bypass the border guards. Detainee was arrested by Pakistani authorities due to a lack of
identification documents and was eventually handed over to US custody. Detainee claims not
to remember any details of his capture, although he describes the day as one of the most
traumatic events in his life. On 31 December 2001, detainee was turned over to US forces
from the Kohat, Pakistan, prison. Detainee was subsequently transported to Guantanamo Bay
Naval Base, Cuba, on 10 February 2002 because of his knowledge of religious groups in the
region and his work in teaching the Koran.

3. (S) Reasons for Continued Detention: Detainee has not been forthright or cooperative
and has shown deception when questioned about his associates and timeline. He has a history
of acknowledging information and denying it later. Based on detainee’s deception history, it
is assessed that he has received training on advanced counter-interrogation techniques, as well
as above average terrorist training typically taught by Al-Qaida. ISN US9SY-000489DP
(Abd Al Rahim Abdul Rassak Janko) stated that he, the detainee, and ISN US9KU-000552DP
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(Faez Mohammed Ahmed Al Kandari) were fellow students at the Jami'a Al-Amam
Muhammad Ibn Saud University in the United Arab Emirates. Detainee’s story of traveling
to Afghanistan to study and teach is a typical cover story used by many Arabs to hide the fact
that they traveled to fight the Jihad or were associates or members of Al-Qaida. Given the
detainee’s high family stature in the Kuwaiti government (he has family in the Ministry of
Interior and Ministry of Defense), it is likely that he has close ties to senior leadership in that
country and may have been a valuable Al-Qaida asset because of those ties. Detainee is
assessed to have connections to high-ranking Al-Qaida members.

4. (S) Assessment: Based on information collected and available to Joint Task Force
Guantanamo as of 26 January 2004, detainee ISN: US9KU-000217DP is assessed as being a
possible member of Al-Qaida. Moreover, based on the detainee’s folder, the
knowledgeability brief, and subsequent interrogations by JTF Guantanamo, the detainee is of
low intelligence value to the United States. Based on the above, detainee poses a medium
risk, as he is may possibly pose a threat to the U.S., its interests or its allies.

5. (S) EC Status: Detainee’s enemy combatant status was reassessed on 15 February 2003,
and he remains an enemy combatant.

6. (S) Recommendation: Transfer to the control of another government for continued
detention.

7. (S) Coordination: JTF Guantanamo notified the Criminal Investigative Task Force of this
recommendation on 6 January 2004. In the interest of national security and pursuant to an
agreement between the CITF and JTF GTMO Commanders, CITF will defer to JTF GTMO’s
assessment that the detainee poses a medium risk.
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