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From FAR BASTIERN COM.IISSIO. OF
IN,JUIY -~ Anaex A - Records and
Extracts of Interviews on Mlitary
and Rolated Subjects

Cathay llotel

Shanghai, March 22, 1932

RECORD OF INTERVIENS with IR. MATSUOKL
SPECIAL REPIESENTATIVE O THR FOREIGH I ISTEX OF JAPAL

-l e — —

Lord Lytton: "I undorstend, fron convergations with the Japanese Govarnnent
at Tolyyo, that Javan's ainms in lonchuria concora both political and cconomic
motters. Can you tell me to which of these two cataogorios rour Govermaent
attoclics the wore inportonce in this cona.ction?®

Hr. Matsuoka: "le have in Manchuris hoth noliticel and strategic interests.'
Lord Lytton: "The Jopanese Governueni hes until now alwers declurod that it
reparccsd Feachurin as pert of Zhine., Vot spoelal rights docs Joan wish to
~equirs in order to rondsr her position in thot countr safe?®

Moo ntsuokn:  MAlthough o “art of Chinzso territory, lhnchurie's reletions
with Chinn proger nre still of & rathor dcculier charactar. linchuria is
roolly aot o part of China, hut ¢ kind ol arivete Stote -= on nonnnaze of the

ioachu Dimesty.

Lord Lytton: "In any casc, it has siner bocone o part of chinecsc verritory."
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e ntsuolin: "Was, sincn the fall o the Dynosty; hut it Is still virtuclly

1

indcpendzat nnd hos nover been within tha full adninistration of thz Mational
Govormment. Such wes the stato of ~ffairs duriaz the doys of Chang Tso Lin,
end if tho Imdopondent Goveoranunt adontad o similar npolicyr to that of the lotter

tl:ilis would m-.an no rore the: e dif’fer-ucoe in n me.

Lord Lytton: "To mo the Prescnce of the Japansse Lrumy mokos a fundamsntal
differsmeus Do wyou belisve that ofter the withdrawval of that army the govern-
ment could by maintaincd?

~atsuol: I ort poing to answer quite frankly, ond giving »y porsonal oninion.
hven Chong Tso Lin wos uncble to maintnin his rule without the help of Jonan.
It is well mown cverywhore that o ven he would have beon ov.rthrown if Jonan

hed compl .taly withdrovm. It dons not makc o vory gront difforcnece whethoer

Jeprnecss help is given to llonry 2u Yi now instoad of Chang Tso-Lin ovan though

the fornsr rey nowr be getting helved in o more positive woye Jopancse iaflucnco
-111_
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good rzl:tions with Chin-..

neeted ith the cecidunt to Chang Tso-1lin in 1928.
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proveats Lionohurls from falling into civil strifs. IT Japan vore to withdrew

from IZanchuris, Russi~ would irmedintely stop in. During; tho last fow yoars

China hos nnde meny attempts to drivas Japen out; but hor succass in this

rceswoet vould only lerd to frosh agirossion on the part of Pussia -nd to n now
1

Russo-Jdapanesc Yinr. Yithout Jatonts holp Minchuris would have f2llen into

the same state thnt Chine is in nowadeyse I have studisd during my whole

1lifc the situction on theo Far Enstorn Contin-nt ~nd hove come to tha coaclusion

%

thet ono hos uow to chooss botweon two nlterntivas: Is Chine oa tho way to

construction or is she on the wev to disiatesrotion? As far as I con san

cverything solnts to thi: lattar nltarnntive, oand nothing to the former. I

st add th.t Sovist .ussis is now cneroaching considarally upon Innor

llonz0lis :nd disolwrring ront notlivity thore cnad =ven in the noart of Ching

its<lfe The “art o? vhiina now in %he hrads of tho commnists iz six ti.os cs
- I

larse os thy whole of Jouene Two vuoars AL0 1t wos not more than four times

as wige It is cliost impossible to ko the stits of o.ffedirs in this ~ree

unlcss onc pots one's infornntion from lbscow ond fron Russian navs~aners.

The Hotionnl CGovernment rnd Chizng l'nieshok are condletoly helnlass thora.

flussis could 4ok~ Chinnse Tur!--

BLAN

g wilth Taellzt vhenover shs 1il:2d, ~nd

no povter iz Ek: World - not.,mven th- Lingus of Intions - could do aaything to

preveat ncr.  T-chlicnt is now tho coatral roint of Cormrunist aropogands for

Indic. Hussir s linked us tals towm, by ninns of o nee rallweyr, to the

Trons-Siboricn Redlvees, ond ig aow nblu to roc.ch Techleat in two doirs, whereas

it ©:'ics 40 diys to et thero from Tiontsin. Russis cven sigand o contract

With & Belgivn fira on S.ptombor 22d, 1918 in raspect of the so-cll-d

"Hizhl ad d=ilvey'™ which was to lend from Urumtsi to the congt somcwhere in

the noigiorhood of Msichow - that 1is to say, face to fuen vith Korcs ond

constivuting i very preoat nmenceo to Japran. This roilway would cut the Chinosc

Zwire in two, whick is my rongon for bclioving that Chinn is on the wny to

Porsont.lly I have no hosiil- intentions in remard to Chinc.,

Durin;; scven out of the lnst ten years, I nnd I, Yamamoto, Vico Prcsident

of th:z South !7achuris heilwey, hove donc sverything in our =owor to cstablish

Ye oven wont so fap ns to hush upn ceverything con- 4

"6 were foilry succossful
1-2-"
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in establishing rood rclations with Shincs. 7Tie wore sven accucsced of wealmess
by our own people. lHowavar, sincc mr deoparturoe two end a holl’ vears ago,
matters hed 'rown worse. The Chinesc 20 longer hide their desire to ruin |
the South lanchurin Railwey, together witii 2ll other foreisn railweys on
Chincso soil. It is »ossibl~s thrt, in the heal of retaliation, we have
soetiincs one too far; put lanchuria is 0w an indenondeant Stete. Intters
have now reachad such 2 stame that it is "berond 1y vits" to conccive a com-
nronise to which .oth »2arties would ngree. "o sliall heve to force Pu Yi
to act.

ir. Lywcton: "I would 1lilte to reecll the 2rosent juridicel vosition as sot
fortix in tiic Conucil ilosolutions of Scatomber 30th ond Documber 10th. You
mor that we are instructad to reoyort imedistcly wactihecr or not the enspso-
onts crbodied in thoso Rosolutions arc beins oorried out. Therc is a0

cuostion of forcing livary Fu Yi to do eything. Sut nleasa toll me what, in

rour o2inion, wounld lhienaen if the Jananesc troors withdraw."

Mr. ¥atsuola: "Ths rcsult would be commlete chaos. Janan is the lzoy for nmoin-

e — - - - ——

toiniz; weccas  If she vithdraws, this ey provoke chaos in the wholo of
Eagtcrn Asic. ".e ows it to our country to maintein order in lanchuria. The
nosition of Jopen is very tmch 1lite that of Frenoo in ZSurope, save that
Freite-s is norce fortnuate ia thaet sho "eas Allies, vherons Jonan has ot

Lord Li-tton: “You have the samec num™sr of allies, emely the i'mabars of the
Loague of latioans.”

Jrnotsuolza: "I mey confuss that rany thinkers in Janan contennlata Jdodan's
withdroscl frou the leagur of ifetioas --- although with the zreatest razret --
and her alone assuring order in the ecst of 4sia. I hope that the Lenjuc

1

will ep > roceinte the »osltion, and uaderstand better vhat should be doac,

Lord Lytton: "I nn greteful to you for having put tho situction to me nuch

more direcetly. We 211 thoroughly aniracinte Jajen's nxiety, ond that is vhy
ve siould lite to discues what Japen aceds. If it wereo mossihlc for Chine

to m~intein order n~nd orovent Tussinn oncronchirants, vrould Jopan'!s cconomie
intercsts theu b2 satisfiocd?"

Mre sntsuoln: "The Chinese ncver have lent order. Manchurin is o virtually

ind sneadent State, .iorc or less helzed by Jopon. Jopan cven jave suprort to
-3-
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Chang Tso-1lin in the form of arms and r.oney wien he wns on the nont of being
defeated by Vi Fei-fu, and nlso on other occasions. Still, the Govormment of
Chang Tso-lin hicd boen relatively stron:; consequently, Japaa's heln is nuch
ore necessar!” now, ~nd the form of Governmaent to which that heln is -~iven
doas not mctter very groatly. I may t2ll you that I hove no creat foith in

2u Yie It moy hejpon thot he vill be forced to retire and that Jooan will Pind

it :ecsssary to tolke mattsrs in heng . ™

e s

Lord Lytton: "Plens. toll ne sonethine nhout the ntheor londing ersonalitiss.”

ire Intsuola: "Thoy are nll loecal Jgersonnlitins. At the tine of the Cormation

L -

of the new Govermment, the Jepenese rosidents provonted mumbors of Chinese
politicirns who were out to furthor thoir ovn irivets ands from stroeming into
the country, ~nd thosc rosidoats supporteod tho elzetion of locel Horsonclitics.™
Br. latsuoka; "They ore nll loenl personnlitios. At the tire of theo formation
of the now Govarmnent, the Jepanuse rosidents vraventsd numbers of Chinesc
polizicions who werce out to further their ovn private cnds fron strcoming into
th~ country, nnd thosc rﬁsidnnts surrorvcd the clcetion of loerl aurgonalitios.
~For iastonce, the Govornor of !uldon froviice has hold the sans post sincc 19218,
“hzn ths trouble brok: sut in Sgptcmb;r l=st, hc was k2ot in = houss within the

2ailwerr Zonz, avrd wes A0t forcud, wut simmlvw porsunded, to reotain his ost The
-.* s L] x i ’

L
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Governor of iliirin Province, San.r-al !si 81n, wos o Yanchu Gonoral ond hed boon

Chisf of Sti.{? of Goncrel Cheng lsuoh-licur. General io=vhin-shan s o

Chinase lohuaasdan ~nd is now Governor of deilunrl-iong Provines, ~nd, in
acdition, 1inistcr of lYinr. 3ut evin Juon could not unhold aconry u Yi undor

11 eircumstoness. Iowever, thoro still 2irsists in Chin~ a curious scntimont,

difficult for ray forcigner to umd:irstend. It is o kind of vision to mnny

Cirtincs: that soas time o lManchu Ziaporor will comc bhack to save the country. I
mys.1f oncc hed o visit from Princass Chu, vhosc father had cscaded from Pcking
&t the $ime of the Hevolution »nd hes dicd nt Port Arthur. I could not ncln
crlzricnein o exrtein foeling of r .varineo ot bcing thus visit.d by & :icibor
of thoe old Iﬁpnrial Frnily - ond this is araesiscly whet o gract numbor of
Chiacsc still -:l. anturally the presint loadors nni tha younzcr conl. will

#
- -

opcaly dony this, but it is novorths z88 thc cogc.”

e

Lord Lytton: Miny I como bccl once mors to tha qucstion of conomic int r.sts?

If thore oxiscud in danehuris o Govormmint strong =nough to kicp the eruntry in
- 4
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order without Japonose hcly,

Vre. (atsuokn: ™. would b

whot would Janon oxpect from thot Govormn nt

crround tho yrot-ction of Jap~n s rasidints?

setisficd 1if wc could ~ttend to our ~cononic in-

l— % W - - — e —

tarests (but ncturclly on the wwsisg of the coxisting trcontics) and wc*would

rcouirc thc cooner=tion of thc Govrnment in certain s tratoglic cuostions.”

Lord Ly bton: 17 ~m now thinkin or: gﬁrticulurly of roilway mnttors. 1

lcornad in Jaodan that you eontod tho Menchuricn Adoinistrotion to limit itsclf

in its railwey colicy.”

hc nositlion. Ciin~ wantcd to ruin

1. lintsuoka: "I wish first to defin.

i ———

tho South irnchurin Railwny by ii.0is a® m cneireling notworl of railwey

113.—5 L “

Lo:d Lytton: "The nosition of the South lnmachuris Lailvey is of courss cuitc

- — e o i — —

it bo corrcct to interprst

%)

anonclouse. It is o trooty richt won 2y 'ar. T.ould

vour wis'. s by stotin~ thnt Chinn is qot ~1llowzd to duild cond titivo roail-

woys !

rhis vas noroed upon ot Jcing and in th. 1915 Treaty. Thot

& = » - _?- -
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is roelly th: kusise”

Lord Lrtton: ™o vou think it consistcnt vith the torm of 'Sovarcipgnty'! to

— A — IL--.-..-.—

forbid pcozlc fro: sworeising cortais soversign rights?"

p. Petsnole: "Th- cifficulty 1s ».rikyrmt by agreersnts batwoch th:s South

ﬂl—.—— -

1snshuris nnil-ny and Chinn ix r.sy.ct of cortain r-ilvoy linss. On the

othcr hend . the rocl probloi. is tht th: luwomintang Covornment cad P2arty

wish to ruin Jaraign rollvRys 321 ths s-ome r=y os thoy wish to cholish

Lord Litton: "Still, the gucstion is differ.nt, bocousc, with Unsqual

! .
Treetiss the Powers wentod to orotcet, ~ad only to sroteet, tholr ovm

n~tion:ls, ~Tasrcas, in the re.ilvey cucstion Japon hes in mand cortain

strot-zic intcrosts.”
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