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Gr: du.te of Milit.ry acudemy .nd ot.it College. Studied 1in
Germzny 1970.: Inspector Gener. . of ..rtillery 1931. Director
nrmy ~viation Dept 1935, Comm.nder Jo penese Gerrison FORWMOSEA
1936. Member SUPREAE wILIT.kY COUNCLL .nd Commuender J: penese
Expeditionary Forces in Centr.l Chins 1958, trincipel . ide-
de-Cemp to EMPZROR 1939. iR JINLOTAK in #BE «nd YON..I C.bin-
ets 1939-40. Member cUPKEAE SILIT:RY COUNCIL 1940-41. CinGC
J.penese Forces in Chin. 19414k lnepector Genere.d of wili-
t.ry Educection Nov 19443 in cprdil 1945, ‘given one of two Gener.l
;rmy Comm.nds in Jipcn, cirectly reu.onsible to Tar CHOR.

.here Interroguted: Jepinese wiT Ministry

Interrog.tor: Col Rcmscy D. POTT:, +C

Interyretér:‘ Lt. COmdr{ e lter N1CHOL=, UonR
: - uldvi.RY

Field Mwershel Hete discussed the nission of the J: pinese rrmies

in CHINL during the e.rly st.ges of the CHIN.. INCIDENT, nd described
the forces involved. He comuented on J. pcnese vi.r « ims in the CHLW..
INCIDENT, the economlc sxploitction of CHId:, v.rious engigements dur-
ing the wer, ond the role of the J.ix nese oir Forces in CHIN:.. H2 out-
lined the policies he edvoc.tzd & v, R WINIsT Ik wnd discussed the
Americrn entry into the wer 1in r=1_tion to ite effect on pl.nning W
on operutions in Chini. He reviewed the circunst.nces of tho N.MONH..N
INCIDENT in reg.rd to Russo-dJ. p.n.se rel. tions wnd in raguerd to iis
effsct on the expinsion of the Jop.nesc Lir Foreces. He outlined the
prepe t.tions mede by the .nd Gener..l .rmy, undzr his COmM. NG, to repel
i1lied l.ndings in southern J. p.n. HS _lso uescribed his expsriences
in HIROSHIMA when the first  tomic Bomb w. s drop,=d .nd conciude@ b¥‘ _

. ttributing Jepon's defe . t to genar. 1 infariorliy, nd unucerestim tion
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of smaric.n power.
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INTERROGLTION No. 5:i (contd) Regmtrff—6-1 § D

G. I'd like to ask the Gener«l some cuestions cbout his tour ol duty
«s Commender of the J: sonese Expedition.ry forces in Centr.dl CHII.
beginning with his . scumption of comm: nd replccing Gen M.TOUE.

The first question is: Wh.t were you directed to do when you
were sent out to .ssume commend of the J. p.nese force:r in CudTh: L
CHIN: in 193387

he &£t tne time I w.s sent to tike commend of the CHIW:. Expedition.ry
forces, the forces under the comun.nd of Gener.l MuTUUE were c.lled
the SH&NGHAI Expedition.ry Forces. Wwhen 1 took over, the lorce
becume known s the CENTR..L CHIW.. Expedition.ry lorce .nd covercd
¢ trienguler crew from oH.NGH:..I to N.NKING to FOOCHOW, known .o the
DELT: :RE.i. The purpose of my duty wee to secure thot .re: nd
control oreservetion of tihe peace 1n th.t crec.

G. Whuat were the forces under your comm.nd % this tims, tir Od groiia?
Ae. I hed four divisions under my comm. nd, but no uir flaet.

G. W.s it your purpose simply to hold this triingulir «fe. «nd m.int in
pecce inside thut or w.s there come pl.n to bring the whole ChilNs
INCIDENT to & close ot this time?

Le At thuet time we hud no intention of proceeding further inlcnd thun
Y . i - e i "’ e il . i . B ok -
NeNKING., Our purpose w.e just to hold this <re. :.nd precerve pe. ce.

Q. How did you hope to end .t this time, the ChLIN.. INCIDiINT? Did you
visuelize it just going on und on in ¢ stete of <rmed truce on
both sides, or whet .t to be the outcome?

Le I beliovad «t this time thut the CHIN.. IRCIDENT would not sproecd wny
further .nd believed my duty wes merely to hiold thot crecs 1
understood thet the GiRd.i MB.obHDOR, TROUTEN, w.s negoti.ting
for p.:.ce between the CHUNGKING Government .ud the Juod:Niwt Governuent.

G. The ide: w.o, then, to negotiite . pe. ce batween CnUNGKING .nd
J f2 Pnl\] ?

Le Yes, tnd JilPull o5 fur < I xnow huad no intention of rocuedlng
further into CillNi.

Ge Wwhet wis the economic prograi in CHIN:Z ot this time? Wit wers tne
economic gocls?

ie Thers w.s no chinge in the economy of the .re. in which I verved.

R. well, 1 know, but you Just don't occu A -Tre. in order to occupy 1t
: ) - p | t o J
ou've . .got to hove some goul. Wwhy wvere you occupying this :1sc--wh. v
& } 2 ]
did you expect to gut out of 1t?

Lo w8 Tor oo 1 know there vies 6o l.rge—-st. le pl.oa Lot romeviag TLW
m.tzricls or anything to J.Puil. The srmy itscif lived off tho lind but
pot « lirge quuntity of supplies from Jurils & T B seonomle . 1ms
:nd plins went, we were trying ¥ ostiblish o provieion.l government in
CHIN:. under lMr. LU in N:..NXING.

Qe Wh.t w.g the ¢im of this provision.l government?
\. They wers going to negotic te . tre ty with CHUNGLIWG.

Q. Would CHUNGKING then m.int in control ovcr the one .re. of Citli.
while the provision. 1 government h. d control ovar .nother .re. ?




INTERROGETION No. 5. {@contd)

4. I'm not cert.in .s to whit the higher pl.ns were. iy duty wo b just
to preserve the pecce in th.t (re. .nd to support the governmant
th.t w.s being set up.

G. You m.de no offensive move while you were comm.nder of the Lorces,
then? |

Le We mude no .ttociks outside thet cTeu o

G. Were :ny :tt cks mede on you?

Le By Mcy of 19328 two pe.ce negobi. tions h.d broken down betwzén
CHUNGKING .nd TOKYO. The situition w.s th t my forces vere in
the SHANGHAI .re: -nd Gener. 1l TihsUCHL's forceo were occupying
the Northern : re., JOSHU; the CHINGLE forces were concentr: ted
. round TUNGsH.N which cut off communic. tion between the Northern
srmy .nd the Southern ~rmy. Therelore, .S ordered by D:IHON EL we
beg:n o northern drive into this re ; th .t ws 1n d y. '

G. Whit wos the outcome of tn. t drive?

~. Both the Northern forces .nd the southern bForces B caed the
CHINESE Forces in the middle :nd tried to currouna them. HOWEVeEr,
the Southern forces were not strong enough, .nd the CHIN&G:LL were
.ble to esc pe to the wouthwest, nd those forces which esc ped
concontr: ted  round H-NKOW. |

Qe Whet w.s the size of those CHIN&LE forces?
L. T thirnk there rere bout 30 diviglong—— tremcndous force.
G. snd the 50 divisions r.n .i.y from your four divislons?

- 4. I didn't h_ve enough troops in the wcuth to c.tecn them ¢o they
cot .w.y. ThHe CHINZSE ¢ leo were much more he: vily equipped - nd
Lrned the s oulr Lorces.s

G. Why were they running -v..y then?

. There's .. r ilw y connecting TUNGOH.N with X 1FeNG, .nd 1n order
to surround these forces, the Louthern .rmy sent one group directly
up to .tt.ck them, .nd .nother, n .rmed force, round to cut the
r. ilro- d. The Northern forces did the s.me thing, c.me str.ight
dowvn, :nd :lso sent = det:chment . round the £f1 nk. Wwhen the CHINE.H
ren into these forces, they evidently thought tney were cut off from
supplies .nd ron for H..NKOw.

(. Did you h.ve ny .irpl nes supporting thi. drive?

L. There w.s : cert.in .mount of :ir cupyort, but I don't thins 1v Ww.&
very much. I do not rec.ll.

G. Wh 't w.s the t ctic. 1 doctrine with respect to the use of :.1r torce: |

't th t time? How did you use it? Were they used o 1r eLooYrLy

4. The ' ir forces .t th t time were suppoeed to be only cujpplement ry
to ground forces to cover ground oper tion: nd were used m inly
for ground su,port. &t th.t time, most of the ..rmy pl.nes involved
in the b. ttles wers reconn. is.nce pl nes, nd most of the bombers
were N: vy bombers, cooper:ting with the .rmy. There were vary ifew
bombers.

. Mostly reconn:ics.nce .ircr. £?

Le YES.




INTERROG.TION NO. 5.: (contd)
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Now, with th.t .c more or less o. . b ckground, vh:t T m le ding
into, wenting to build up,, 1s th b ckground of your uyuOIHLmQHt
isR MINISTER in the two ¢ binsts. I'd like to h ve you expl. in the

pl.ns thit were m de during this period with recpect to CHIN vhile
you were Wwioh MINLISTAR?

/t th.t time, when I bec. me W, K MINISTER, the situction. h d '
deterior: ted in CHIN:., .nd the J: pinese vere determined to put . stop
to the CHIN:  ff. ir :s.soon . & vousible.  Everything w. .t 0 con-
iuhud? we were C. Irylng on negotl tions with  reprse Lnt tive irom
the CHUNGKING GOVurnmunt 1n: ¢ N : ttenpt to HtOP hOutllltleg however,
the big trouble w Sy WE were not sure if thic represcnt th B Bl B o

o= W8 N - gent of the, CHUNGKING Government, but we believed AH.. t he
Weeld, Govbrnment gent. The negoti tiong evcntu le broxe down
bec use we loct conildance in thic rekrb;ﬁnt tgve.

Wh:t w s JuPLN willing to . ccept .. =... solution to. the problem?

Evidently the J.pinese h: d.m.de no decision .g to wh T . rr.ngementc

could be m.de.. Our n. ln object v i to 2toyp ting nghtlnv nd then
we. vi.nted to m ke the d001hlon mndJm”ﬁL,ﬁrr,ngononth_ fterv, rdo.

Wwhen you reSignéd, e hid inform.tibn to the efieét,th\t,ygu, |
srecented these four dem.nds. would you check those . nd comment on
@. ch one of them? Is it true th.t you presented .ny ol these dem. nds
to the PRIME WINISTER? ' ‘

.t no time did I ihsist‘uyon bi“ﬁdy dispo;fl of the CHIN:
LNCIDENT bec. use thet w. s .lre.dy .n est.blished policy. 1In my
opinion, it w s . greed (l) to se.tle the CHIN.. lNCIUuNT 4Y %o

strengthen JiPaN“ politic. 1 strugture in . ney ulngle P e . L G108
not suggest ¢ oLngle p rty; however, 1 did cugges 4 . more unliled

Govirnment. I did not ex. ctly inte 1d {6 ‘Creste TTASH single
p.rty, but believed . more uniiied goverament with more jopul T
support would become simil. r to .. new single p .rty.

You w. nted stronger government sontrol, i1 ouel worde ? ,

Yess « unified control from behind tho scene with popul r suyp, ort.

You VL. nted . unitpd J. 2 [P unltsd tront Lhﬁr th n tv~ V. Tioue
tfectors fighting . . G108, c ch other?

Yes.
How did you hops to . chieve thic united front?

Thare w. 5 no g riicul v ulone

_hﬂs there 'ny dissension between the ..rmy . .nd the N vy which prevented

unlted lront h v thlh ﬁime?

There were no points OL QL..L..th ero=ment betivaeen the . rmy .nd tie N vy
on the subject. | |

On this, or ;ny oﬁhar';ubject?,

During my tenurz of oiffice . & e B mlNluTuh, there were no re. L
fund ment. L differences betvesn die .rmy nd N.vy. ..t 715 tlme thc
vRIME MANISTER v 5 o NVl officzr, ud therelore we wouldn'!t
presented mucit oppositione. | B T

(Note by Col rOTTL: The N v, 1 officer spoken of is sdmr YON. 1.)
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In the P.rli.ment secsions where the milit Ty s.t, there were civilicn
represent: tives. Reg:rding your question, we h d rguments on vortime
milit. ry expenditures. The civilione . sued complete explinc tions tor
the use of milit: ry :pproprictions. LI we reve led the gpecific tions,
11 the secrets of the milit.ry would le k out. e did not like
civilicns questioning us on our prvopri;tions. The .rgument dissolved
into : point of vhether the srmy vw.o going to disclose 1ts militd ry
secrets to the politiciins. i | | |

The expendlitures were m.inly for building up forces :(nd buying w.rT
m.teri.ls. wh.t were tie construction plinsj whot Types of we. pons;
whot were the .rm: ment plins durdng this period?

Princip. liy w«ir.
You beg.n to ex;. nd your .ir force?

Yese.

I vw. nted to .sk some questions i ut thie .1r expenditure. who t pl ns
vere m.de curing this psriod to u.s the .ruy ,ir toreces independently
of the ground forces?

The m.in pl n w.c merely to enl rge the ir torce, .nd there w. o no ch Nge
in the policy of the use of the i1y {orce with res,ect to the supjport of
ground forces--just to 1ncre .e the aunber of .irpl nes. L' not too
f.mili: r with the ex.ct det.ils.

Wh. t types of pli.nes did you build m inly during thic ;eriod? were they
bombers, fighters, reconn 1os nce plenep?

I «<now only . bout the policy. IYou ¢ n find people in »..iBO HOMRU "who were
there .t the time .nd could tell you th. t.

I'm juvt wondering if you hed .ny rguments & 1O wit. b ty.es of pl Nes—-—
bombers, iighters—- ' ~

I know of no differences of opinion. 1L you Lont to «now obout th.t,
pvle.se go -he.d und inguire of ;B0 HOWMBU “bout it bec:use 1 do not Lo ve
.ny records. Enl.rgement of the ir lorce . & one of the things L Ve

. dvoc: ting. It w.sn't so much . policy oi m.king . super-N. tion 1 Lefence;
1 v g only .dvocu.ting this exp nsion in res,once to the dem ndc [rom the

field on the «rmed forces we h.d. 1 ther=tore thought 1t w.s necesc.rly
thot these forcec be bullt up.

where were these demcnds coming from?
The dem.nds c.me from w:iwlBO HOMBU .

But wh.ot did they w nt to do witi these? Did they w.nt to put tneve iorces
into WMlkNCHURI+, CHINx? Why werec they eing lor thewe Wohadon ik

I .m not «ble to .nswer th t question, Oper.tiong .Tre pl.nned by . WBO
HOMBU where.s the RIKUGUN GHO 1c merely concerned with the study ol whether
those dem.nds from o,MBO HOMBU c. n be net; RIKUGUN cHO controls educ tion
of the .rmed forces, .nd it ndles supply of equipment for the . rmed lorceve.
In other vwords, ve _cted on the propos: le of the Genor. 1 btdf« 1 s
merely voicing the dem.nds m.de by the .iBO HOMbLU, nd 1 :m not cert in
wh t S5:4BO HOMBU'e pl.ne were.
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VWhit were your opinions .& to thé,foreign.pbl;cy th..t J: PuN shQuLd oursue

during this period?

. g ® - - L]
[} ! " i - i"-.r.'._" L]

The HIRANUM. C-binet esttblluhpd the TRI—P RTITE P.ct, «nd .t th.t time

there w.s no e wlth uUVI LT hUuuli, there wi o no w;r in Europe. . Thersiore
there wes no itbllng in JuPLN of . ny emergency.or .ny immedi.te. end ngering
of our oun n tion 1 existence due to this TRI-P..RTITE P.ct. Hovevar, by
the time s#BE h:d become the PRIME MINILTEK, the w.r in furope h.d lregdy
stirted. fiihen YONATI bec: me PRIME MINILTZR, of course .the gitu. tion hid
detﬂrlor ted even iurther. I felt ot this bime th. 1 J. tiN' -m. in jurpose
w s to settle the CHIN: INCIDENT. Therefeore.l felt th.t in our intern. -
tionvl rel.tions it w. s end. ﬂéDIlﬂg JibiN's own poultion to get too imuch
involved in foreign : ff irc. I felt thet the m.in purpose of. the moment
we.s to end the CHINA INCIDENT before getting too enmeshed in events . bro.d.
1 wis opposed to cny politic:l dis.greements inside J. PN bec.usge the sit-
ustion ¢bro.d w.s very ch:nge ble, .nd we h.d to grepere for thie future*
«nything could hipoen to endinger JubPil's yoaition. '

ith thot . s buckground, 1'd.like to go on to some more uet iled queg-

tions; c&UEClvlly do I v. nt Lo bl « bout whet effech our wir DL cks
hud on the J. punese Lblllty to .ccomplish their te etie.l {;my in CHIN.
during the period when you were in comm.nd of the g, p:nese forces in

CHINa. bWhot vere the forces under the gommend from M.rch 1941 uj.to

the time you left, .nd - h t__re,g in CHIN.L did you control nlth your

militery forces?

At the time I took ch. rge in CHIN4, I «.s in comm.nd of the Northern
army which w.g .round PEAING; :.lso of the l;th Ly which v..& in oSHL.NGR# 13
the 11th trmy mhlch we s in 1{1 NKO&*'_ nd the e 3rd rm'y huh_LCh W. & 1n G NTON .

Were those ll the forces in CHIN. .t th,t time?
Those were : 11 the torces in CHIN:.

whit wes the size of the J. . p.nese lorces by numbers--hov. m.ny troops did
you h.ve under your comm nd? '

You winted the LotL oveYr. Ji atfeﬁgth?

In ground-units o1 g = aif.

shout BOO;OOO meﬁ.-

tnd how meny ..ir units did you h. ve?

1 hed cbout orne «ir btrig.de. | M

During this period from ul.rch 1941 to December 7, 1941, wh_ t wore the
J.penese forces in CHIN.. . ttempting to .ccomplich?

The mission of the J. ptnese irmies in CHIN. vw. s to st.tion troops in .n
crec from. InNER MONGOLIs (from B otow) down the YELLOW RIVER _» f.r s
IFENG, .nd then toli&NﬁO“, with . deep bulge in tow rds Lhe OHIN. &8,
to cover cH.LUGHI Prefecture, HUPEH Prefecture, . p rt ol HON-N Prefecture,
the HaNKOW & re., .nd from hpNhOE dovn the Y.NGTZE RIVSR to the o NGH:I
hfe., 1n cddition to ihich we uere to Yolice the CIRTON i¥e. » o t th t
time the J. L plnese foreces preferrad not to use the word "OCCUSLTION" be-
ccuse this w. s considered - tempor. ry occup. tion, . nd the m in jurpose
w. 5 merely to muint.in pe.ce in thit :re., . nd only when possible did we
¢.tt.ck the forces of the Centr:1l Government of CHUNGKING.

Were 'ny : ttempts being m de . t this time to exy.nd the .re. th t you
viere policing--th' t is, between M rch nd Deceuber 19417

It vi.s not up to the comm nder oi the CHIN: sre. .rmy to decide the policy.
iiren ordered by D:IHON EI e would send out :dv.nce forcec.
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or Lo g.ifl L CeCeESs to rige croys or other res OUPCLSQ

We never :dv: nced except in order to rpueL tt.cxs by the CHINzSSE kY.
Fven when we did : dvince to meet thre.ts by the CHINILE..rmy, we h.d TO

hi.ve permission of DLIHON EI. Once in 1940 .nd once hlle 1 mysell w.s
1H comm: nd of the are., the forces in H.NKOL cdv.ncedup the YiNGT4LE

RIVER s f.r us ICH.NG in order to destlroy Chinese forcec in th. t , Te,
which werz the bect the Chinese h.d .nd which h.d been.c.using us ..lot

of trouble with spor.dic  tt.cks, .nd with the second.ry purpose of
obt:.ining food for the J:.p:nese urmy.

Did they At A thair objectives; first, of destroying. the: Chineve sray,
second, of obt 'ining food? g . | .

In the © tt. ck in 1940, before I bec.me Comm nder ol the . s we li.d gre.t

succest with these tthhL- ~e not only repelled the Chlﬂ?ue but were . ble
to obtiin food. -

Why, then, didn't you continue u the river to CHUNGKING 1n on eifoft to
seize the CHINESH GOVERNMENT . na Drlng ~0 end to the w.I7y

e didn't h.ve sufficient utrength to 54 tr, the ,Lt=hm = f r-_g'CHUNG—
KING. i -

liould you hi ve h.d oufflCant strength if there h.d been no .1r 0}J-0S1-
tion of ivny kind wh: tsoevery

In reference to the J. p nese ttempt to bomb CHUNGKING, in the tirst

pluce, even when we dv.nced .s LT .& LCH..NG, our bombers did not h.ve
sufficient r. nge to . ttempt bombing Tl cKs on CHUNGKING with s. fety. 1In

. ddition to which the fiphters we h.d were so shori-r nged th t they
couldn't . ccomp.ny the bouberc; thereiore, the bombers, when they went, h d
to go unescorted snd . good proportion of them were shot down by CHINLGE
fighters for th.t re: son. Trerzfore we h:d to give up our . tt:.cks on
CHUNGKING f{rom the 4r. The .ir .tt.cks c.rried out by the CHINSSS 0P
force did not h- ve much influence on plcns for ground Qpcl. .tions. Thne

only respect in-which they were thrcmely -nnoying w.s in interception ok
the - ttocks on CHUNGKING by the J. penese iir borce.

This wes 1in whut variod—--up-to December 19417
Both in 1940 nd 1941.
sfter 1941 hen the United ototes entored the w.r, werc there .ny m. jor

chonges in tiie «ims .nd objectives 1n CHINL that the J: p hese aTOF W. &
trying to .chieve there?

The origin. 1 commission of the J. ..nece rpinies in CHIN:. w:s not ch.nged

=8 . result of smerie.n entry into the w r.  However, the J.p nese .rmles
withdrew slightly tow.rds tne Co st except in the H-NKOW. rre , .nd where-

. s previously we h.d -occ uion 1ly ‘gone out to .tt .c. the CHINSOL. forces,
we were now instructed to provide merely .dequ te delense . g.inst them :nd
to more or lesc just hold the ‘re.: we were occupying. iU th. t time there
v s concider:ble fe.r in J. p nese :rmy circles th.t RUSSI: would enter

the w.r, in which ¢.He we 1ntundbd to b:ndon :1lmost the entire ChHIN.

CisMP1IGN .nd withdr. w our _rmies, p.rticul.rly trom the HiNKOW ..re., TO
(A NCHUKIL | |

Did this fe.r p:rsist : 1l through the rest of the w.r until the end of the
W r? " . ‘ |

'The fe.r persisted throughout the w.r th t RUbols might enter. houever,

e pl:ns werc ch:nged to some extent bec.use .. l.rge portion ol the force:
in CHINA were withdr:wn to the Southcrn Pocific ..re., il el 80 ¢ LafPe yT0-
portion of the _ir forces i1n CHIN. iere iithdr.wn to the r.ciilic re , &0
thuts o thHe wlme 1 1=t my .ost in CHIN. in 1944, there v .8 . lre.dy con-

'u1d~r ble t. 1k .bout giving up ICH:NG ..nd the HINKOV :sre.—--_ b naoning them.

SRR
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This w ¢ when you'ieft in 1944?

|

' . . @

: . e Ll — L= —
F e B .

4

Th..t discussion h-d rersisted from the very beginning of the wir..

During this_period;.lQLZ,_lQAB, nd 1in 1944, until youhlﬁft,‘did you en-
counter .ny signitic.nt opposition from ~MZRIC.N .nd CHINE-E :ir forces in
wny of these :re.g? 3 |

We roceived severe ir - tt cks uwhich ¢.used gre t ch nges in our oper tions.

Whi t viere the n- tures of these . ir (tt. cks? Were: they tt. cks on your r. il

tr:nsport tion systems, on your w ter tronsport tion, on. your troo.s, or
on vh:t? |

These ir _t% cks wffected our se.  nd l@nd-transporthtionb, na our method
of supplying our forces. :luo we sutiered from " 4ir .1t cks.on: our. . ir-
fields.

Whet period wes this in which thece Ar bt eksivere severe cnough to
C use you to ch nge your sup.ly sy tem?

bener: ily spc .king, you might & y tu t this gre t ch nge in thie, opposition

met by the J p necse ir forees v . sXporienced  fter the entry of the

United: Stutes into the 1w 1. CGridw Jdy throughout the .. ry the Chincse

.1r forces which, :t the beginning of the w.r, h d not been too poverful,
bec me more nd more poveriul.

Our forces?
Yes, in. comp.rison to the J.p nese iir Forces.

In whit viry did these : ir tt cis o use you to chi nge your oper tion 1
9 - : , | ;
w e

~plins cnd 1. ctie

_-The,best_ex-mpL&.of:tha w ¥ 1n which #1llied ir . tt cas. ffected J ¢ nese
-Ooper: tions w.s. in the ttempt the J .p nese m do to.buiid the sugply route

from HialNKOW otr ight down to the Co st. Between H:NKOw  nd CH/RGSH. our
supplies were demolished in  tt eks on ground tr nspeort. slso t the o me
time we h:d m: ny b: rges. on the Y. NGTZE hIVER bringing up supplies t'rom the
Co: 8t to A NKOW

Did you intend to open uy: this lirne 'nd m int in the supply route?

-The;pl’n W. 8 10 lihk.EEKING hd_CLNTON £, ' n overl nd r ilro d tQ 175 ol 1 8

port supplies, bec use the se routes nod bean interdicted by .ilied
«tt . cks. The r ilro 4 baticen FEEKING nd CHENGHSIEN w. s . lre dy in exist-

ence. Our intention then w s to buiid © r ilro d bet.eccn CHENGHSIEN nd
-HaNKOyv. nd then to continue it on dovm to C:NTON.. However, bouth of Hih-

KO w 5 where vie experienced pb.rticul rly he vy rdlied +tt cks on our tr ngs-
port system, .nd even up -t CHENGHLIEN,. the -southern Yermin: k. of the 7 il-
ro.d. from PEKING, we h.d very he vy :tt cks, .nd no m tter how n.ny times

we recbuilt the roilro 4. bridges, they were no soeoner rebuilt th n they
were sm shed _g.in. L

Did the £l1lied - ir «tt.cks, then, pose the m. in problem in preventing you
from currying out your plcns and policies in CHIN:.

I would s:y, gener: 11y, that it is true th.t the : ir tt cks posed the
m.1n problem in ¢ rrying cut our pl.nned oper ticns. _

I wnt to get thHis str 1ght noew: The :ir tt.cks first of 11 inter- .
dicted your river tr.nsport ticn; secondly, interdicted ycur r il . nd
ro.d tr nsport.tion; ' nd thirdly, destroyed 1ot of your cquipment on
your - ir fields? JE L

Yes, th.t is right; you cculd divide 1t into those thfee c.tegories.
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liere there :ny other c:tegories, :ny other things th t .ir '@ tt.cKS in-
terdicted? | ' 5 o

In :ddition to the three m in effects felt by the J p:nese nymy s result
of the hllied .ir ..ttocks, we : lso exXperienced gre t difficulty in c..rry-
ing out oper.tions beéc.use of the frequent illied :1ir : tt.cks on troop dis-

positions :nd concentr:tions like HuNKOWw :nd other i.rge cities. Since

 these .tti.cks wére sc seve®, the J. p nese were forced to operte-chiefiy

.t night, p.rticulirly since our own uir forces were inferior in number

1"'1 ®

£ e

b e

L e

to the imeric n (ir forces nd could provide very little  protectinn.
Did you lose very m: ny of your good pilots 1in the ..ir fighting in CHIN..?

Pr 'étic:.lly 11 of J. p;;.n‘a first-line pilé)tb‘ op=2r ting in’ the CHIN.: re.
were lost : & : result of oper tions g .inst the sllied . ir forces. -

In :irpl:nes? | - . b = S gy 7 ;
In cweri.l comb.t.

Now I'd like to go b.ck nd try tc pin down @« little more closely these
f:.ctors, these results of unllied . ir tt cks: First, the : tt cks oh w. ter
tr: nsport: tion, on the w terw ys: buring wi.t period w £ th. t severe?
when did it become . n import. nt i cter in your pl ns?: 80

The gre test ffect on v ter tr-nsport ticn w. s felt .fter June ~f 1944.

The destruction of our w ter gupply routes continued until the time I left.

P.rticul.rly, our w: ter routes souti of H.NKOw were - ffeoted by ndlied . 1T

tt.cks since th.t route w s essenti lly one supply routs nd ws mostly
w.ter suppely route.

Lere the .tt.cks before June of 1944 of ny signific nce? !

Previous to June, the 1t cks were not severe. However they were freguent,
. s : result of which mdst tr msport tion h.d to-be ¢ rried..ut .t nignt
r.ther th:n in the d.ytime.

In >ther words they didn't stop ~ny tr nspcrt.tion, they simply slowed it
down by forcing you to ship-supplies =t night? '

48 n result of these ;tigc*grthé supply routes were not completely cut
of f. However the qu: ntities of m teri 1 shipped over them were reduced
tc/0% -nd :t the best, 60%. One ctfect felt by the .llicd bombing w. &
the stopping of sm:1ll vessel tr nscort bec.use we wers using l: rgely
Chinese sm.ll bo: ts, .nd when there were :ir - tt cks, the Chinese bo t-
men would run . w.y, :nd the tr: £fic would just get tied ug for lick of
personnel.

- Did you kncw, while you weve comm nding these iforces, th.ot ve were tr-ns-

porting supplies vi. - ir to the Chinese?

Yes, 1 w.8  w.re C il 1 ol o o 1 PE:

- Did you know whit wus the sc.le of, our effort?

\

I knew th.t .t the beglinn”ing you were tx".;.,nspofr't@irig pili then liter, eculip-

ment :nd supplies of v ricus sorts.

 Whet wes the source of your intelligence--how did you find out we were

doing these things--th:t we were tr-asporting oil .nd l.ter tr nsporting
supplies? How did you kaow? - - -

It w.s re:lly . guess. e had no w y of knowing ex.ctly vh t supplies
were being flown in, but we knew the rnumber of pl nes thet po.ssed over
the route eé.ch diy, :nd 'bf:;-d-:f_.u..%;e they were 1 rge-type pl nes we [ resumned
th:.t thcy were ' c rrying these types 'of equipment. - |
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._Just mude puesses at 1t.|;

,;;Doea the Generh _ﬁal th. t the SUPLllef we shil
. reuson ior tne contlnued CLINEHE res lst nce?'

Yes.

You got this informution from pébtb’iﬁ:BURMg?

e gpt thut.from radiorrepeptipnq”

Q*Oh I see you.monltorpd our ry dlo convergttlonb9 &

.- ]
': +jl|.-

'?;Yes. We were uwure of ‘the numbers of Pl'nes which flew from INDIh to
:;“KUNMING so tndt ut tlmes when there were o lot 01 plmnes on the:‘route

:;and other tlmEb when trhiilc bectme thlnner, we WOhid decide thut = lot

of supi.lies were being flown in or thit supylies were not coming 1n, . nd

¥ e "o
L ’ i 7

Whst efforts did you que to c~t,t:::rt. thlb flow of uuybll we were bhlytlng

in by’ alr? PSS Byt e . 6% L

‘' . -I. L : ¥ i ;
r ! B " '
1 0 ‘ = -| " "‘ e 1 - L r

lie made no zttemut to stop the supply becicuse ve didn't believe 11 wes
possible, since our uir forces were not sufricient. e i

Did you feel that it would huve hieen worth while ‘if the flow of supplies

: could have been stopjod to put .2 some mllltury cumpulgn to ntOy them,

through BURMh, 1et' Ly°

5w

“‘Decisions ¢'s to th t sort of ploming vere m de in D:.IHON ‘EI. - However,

in the fiezld ve felt thet to cut ofi tHe' « ir route from either BURM: or

:FRENQH ;VDQ_CHINQ NS beyondlthe scqyg Qi our qub p1l;t1es

w .- '.-.TE*‘.' . i .
hip, ed in by Jir were <« meln

I do not feel th.t without «ir supply the Chinese ‘would h:ve hid to give

up fig htlng ﬂowever, i do i2en tn t your ouJFll S ltlitened thnlr resist-
snce ~nd helped them curry on. | ‘

But without these sipplics you fael they ttill could h.ve fought? -

Yes. I would like to w«dd something to‘théidibcuﬁéioﬁ by pointing out

thuat the #llied forces he d B cirfields just North ¢nd .est of CHUNG-

KING with vhich tney were bombing JiP:N. “we plinned to use our ¢ir forces
in CENTRAL CHINA to intercept the B-/9 r.ids. However, since our wir

forces in thit <rsc were 1nbufilclent their mission bnchme morr . nd more

diffiCULt mhen thlb haded m1b81on We s glven to them.

iIn othpr words, theIJddltlon oi the B-: 9b to tnlu force m de it much
morc dliflcult for your forceb to hcconyllbh 1y one of thelr objactives?

N

g .-

1'd like to p:..ss on to the pﬁrloc when you h.d returned to J:upun, in

December 1944. "at the time you 1 sturned to J:. 45 5 A B would like you- to
cive us ¢ resume of the milit.ry Losition ‘th.t you considered J:PrN to
be in ot thit tims :nd whet your own pETSOmn. i § oplnlon w.s s to whut
course JAPAN chould pursue? P = |

While I wes in CHINA I w. s unf: miliir with chenges going on ‘in JuPsN, <nd

when I returned to JaPiN .nd s.w for myself the effect of the w.r on J. PN
 proper, I 'félt thit JaP:N's flghtlng htrength h. d bbbn dlmlnlbheu con-

siderubly.

Whet we s your cstim: te of the poaitlon in the :re.s thit J.P:N h d-lost-—-

~in other words, hovi did you then conceive of J.}P:N's holding on .nc con-

tinuing to fight? whot method did you : dvoc.te for continuing the [ight?

thn'l:f1r$£ che B carto'JhP%N I w: s of the opinion thit the only-thing
JuPAN could do vi .8 1o flght . - decisive b ttle in defense of ‘thie homel: nd

wlone, aund I felt ‘there wis nothlng else left to do. ks comminder ol the

Second Gener:l Army I repe.tedly stressed the point to those under my com—
m:nd thet JaPAN would win the bottle of the homel:.nd :nd musut moKe every
¢ffort in th:t respect. However, I myself h.d little coniluence th: t
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JEPAN would win in the b.ttle for the homel.nd. ~lso, 1 vould like to .
point out, when I first c.me b.ck to J.PiN in December 1944, I w.s only
concerned with troining; therefore, until I took comm: nd of tho G ner: 1
£rmy 1 did not huve much to do with oper tions.

Qs Did you m.ke uny ch: nhges in the tr. ining progr m w.hen you'took over s
lNuPECTOR Gl Nmn*L of MlLITnRY EDUL:TION” |

hye 1 m:de no chunges in the triining. However, before I took ovsr tr: ining
of the J-p*ne ¢ srmies, the J.p.nese h.d decided to concentr. te in . nti-
tunk rf re¢ bec.use of the OV“rWhelm1nF t: nk forces which the United

utvtes Wes' . bie to put into the field, we . lso ytrebbcd uefun“ g Inst
bombing.: - g T |

@e Whut sort of t.ctics did you teich . s - deiense : g inst bombing?

A. 'To go underground.

G. You were concentr.ting eveon then a tr ining the virious mlembntb of your
forces to go underground--digging i n-_dlnparb ok

Ke. Lo, the Tt ini ng con51htﬂd l.rgely in digging in .nd dispersing forces.

Q. Did the incre.sed sc.le of B-i9 it cks st rting in i rch of 1945 ffect
your opinion : s to the .bility to go ' he.d nd eccntinue the w r?

A. Tne increcsed sc.le of bomb - tt.ckes in M rch c.used ¢ grs.t ch nge in
J.pcnese plinning of defense bzeec use, where s .reviously ve h ¢ w1 nhed
to deiend centers like Ou“hx, ~nd TOKYO--princip. 1l cities—- ad other :re. s,
those princip:l cities h d now been destroyed, nd the as b tterics with
which we hrd ringed those cities ware now disporsed to defend the tr ns-
port system, chiefiy r ilro.ds. we .lso £:lt n extreine necessity for
cispersing our milit:ry stores . na putting thbm un:uxpround.

G. Did you disperse thess to the point where you felt th t tnov ware s fe
from : ir . ttick--milit: ry storcs :nd supplies?

Ao I felt thet if you dug your holes deeu. enough you were s..fe from bombing
«tticke Howaver it w s extremely difficult to ¢: rry on such 1 rge-sc.le
digging-in oper:.tions, 'nc the w.r ended before we completed our diggang-
1N . ' '

G. Did you feel th t this dispersul cf eupplics . nd m terio ls would h ve a ue
it more difficult for you to resugply nd reinforce the : rmies th .t wore
going to resist inv.sion? ' ' o]

e 1 do not feel th.t the dispersion would k. ve c.used :ny del y in oper: -
tlons .nd bringing up supplies be use most of the m.teriil w.o dispersed
in the immedi: te vicinity of the iorces which were to use tnem. |

Q. In driwing up your plong to repel n inv. sion, would you just give me .
brief over:ll ide. of how you intended to use your forces? Whot w.s to be
the scheme of repélling the inv..eion, the over 11 Jl.n?

Ae During the wi.r our miilitsry experience in the P.cific ire. t.ught us th.t

~if the enemy once linded, the outcome w s lre.dy decided, so th t, where-
-8 previously wie h.d dug in ww.y from the be:ches :nd h:d let the cnemy L:nd
NG then wittucked him, our theory for the defense of the home isl nde weg
to'dig in right Llongtne becches ¢nd dig in deeply in order to (void de-
struction by prelimin.ry bomb: rdment . nd bombing. We intended to stond .nd
fight on the beich=2s in tn . ttempt tc repel the invigion ot the first 1:nd-
ing beciuse the lessons le:rned during the w.r h.d t.ught us thit vwe were
beut en it th~ enemy lunced in force.

Q. Wh t provisions h.d bsen m.de to de 1 with pcr. troopmrﬁ th. t were dro.ped
behind your lines in force?
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We Qld not feel thit we hud sufficient &trength to protect sguinst peTe
troop .ttucks in .11 -re s. Therefore our pl.n w.s tOo W it for the p Yi-
force lunded, cttuck it by brlnglng in force

chute drops :nd .s soon :¥®
froim other :TC.5, not prpv1uuwly LllOCLted-

. the GenaIr l n.a commknd of?

Ae
=

Q. Neow, whit W.5 the «re:. th.
L. I hod the souphe?niarq;; I w s golng to repel the L nding on KYUHU .
& Wh,ﬁlsize'férceé éid yduhive‘undérlﬁourComm.nd?_
Ger my éomm;nd wﬁenll first took ch: rge. How-—

d ~bout 0 divisions m de up of r w re-

3 I h d very little force un
Lt bhe time 1 teck ch.rge

v thc end. of the w.T |

cver,
cruits who h. d neither equipment nor eXpuTience.
in spril I do net believe th.t there were more th.on five or six uivislons,
nd by the end of the w.r th:t numnbelr h, d incre.sed 1o tout .0, lthough
Hov.cver, there w.S very llttle Thiliety

I m ex. ctly cert A ol flgurey.

iVi..:lOI’lb-

G.. Were the pl .ns. fur the IKhMIKJLE .4y : tt.cks integr ted unuer your comi. nd
or WS thot . &apt . e comm na? ... 4 o | |

unaer my comi. nd

in :ny of thbﬂ

-t Blyang. divisione
i defengse g inst - ir idss’ How- .

hhen I took cn r%u 1n pril T he
sions cere token . w oy irom me bo

B e
which were held for the purposé ot

ever. in. HbouttnLur ?WJﬁlthog flylng divi
th;t I V.. leit wlth no 3k o unumv mv.camM-nLﬁ;i..ll,

Q.; Tku KfMIKnAE unlta v
... _c'{;fgilfn‘ nd--*cae‘r‘é not .under

| The KhMlKhZE unlts were: entlre}y un
my comm: ng ;. b ll. B l

sere not going. to
£ tpe Cdir . ttiek

evorjthlnp on - the
5t the cituction?

nnounc ?:d th 5 1k dy
inerea. se. hna 5618 O

lﬂlu nu uu&tloy
oatim. te

Q. 1f the United ut tes forces
inv..de but Lere almfly gulng vl

throughout by ten-, tuenty-, Tifty-
“w-lglund_by Oy 1 vh&t then nould h ve been your

1lly h ve ﬁmplic;ted

d been m.de it mould n tur
& h. d No mb{ng of de-

If buch n nnouncement 5ot
trne situ tion of the gruund forces, simply bec umu.m
fending ourselves nd would hr.ve suffered 1osses to our troops ‘nd loSSSS
I believe th t the question nf whether J!P“N would n.ve
s one, of uegrec. HoweveT

in our supplies.
¥ nnuunoemenu Heen, m de

yielded h d uuch

when the : tomic vomb W s dropped on thoqumn, l OﬁllOVﬁd

ing more we C.1 do, we might .S well give ups" ﬂo'evwr ¢ com ndur Of
the Go ner 1 srmy, I mysclf, h.d thcre been no order from the EMrifOR 1O
end the w T, wQulu hove continuz flghtlng to the very cnd in dufrnbb ci

the gome‘ nd. | - .
w re of the f:..c

"there 18 noth—

[ ] i

t th t pe.ce negoti: tions were

G. when did you llrbt bacome

being c.rried on?
fter ugumt lO. 1

e negotl tltmq NeTe. g01ng on
$ told oificlc 11y of the

The flrot time 1 °
> lled to TOhYO from HIhOuﬂlM on

¥. re th b pe 4
tlonu w8 when 1w,

Pi- IW.J.L.
_don't snow Al LN

_surrender negotlg
august 1>2.
Q. : Did you ViSithdIROQHIWﬁ Juut iter Lhe tomip'bomb h 4 been dropped there?
The .tomic bomb W-S”&ropped*Whlle L v s in HlROquML, 1 axperienceé it.

Lzl T
®

Q. Would you just briefly review youl expefiencea there wnen the boib w s
dropped? :
Hoolutely no wind.

, ther w. s very cle T ‘nd there w.S
there w.s 'n 1r T 24 lerhs &% g2..0 tue 1T

4t . bout 8 in the morning
r.id lert w 5 C ncelled. Very shortly fter tne ir r.id . lert w 8 Ci D~
time when the Leople of HIROLH LA

celled, the LTOMIC BOMB exploded, %
felt th.t everything w S g .fe :ncd were relicved tht thﬂre w.e to be no

24 1I‘ ‘t-t-u CRO
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b the time, I w s in my own house, .nd since it wes summer I h.d on cnly
¥ thln kimono. My house w.s loc. ted « bout KM from the spot - t which the
ATOMIC BOMB h'd most effect; it w s © br .nd-new J.p. nese house. 1 W 5
vi: lking down . h.1ll right in the center of the house when ‘the bnmb fell.,
In one inst.nt the roof fell in .nd .11 the gli.ss in the house w s oh ttered
into sm 11 fr gments, ~nd . 11 the sliding doors nd windovis were blown “
.11 over the pluce. I w.'s cdovered by dirt .nd plister which h.d f:1lcén in
from the second floor. Simultineous 1y white smoke filled the whole g rden.
I believed .t ‘the time th.t the bomb h d f llen directly on my ovn rnousc.

I myself w.g not wounded -nd the house did not ctu;lly f 1l ave ltumugl
it w. s pushad so thi t it lened 't 'n ngle w.y from ths centur ni the
blaugt. In my r.ruen'there'mere number of plnc trees which, “result

of the blost, were twisted . nd broken off .s if tbuy I d been turnea 1ike
key. The bl mboo trees were stripped of their le ves. In my vietory g rden
.11 veget bles protruding bove the surf.ce were destroyed,  lthough tho
poti toes, which were still in the ground, were unh rmed. 1In no time |
tremendous fire spr. ng up from the center of HIROLHIM:. WMy housz w s ne r
the he. cqu: rters; they were old buildings . lthough they werce 1. rge. One
building w s blown up by the blist; the other building burned :n hour 1 .ter,
huving c.ught ire. 1 pbscrved tn t the d.m ge c used by this bomb w &
s 0 boyond th. t c.ngea by ny ulruct it of n ordin ry bomb il < lthough
I wisn't uble to guess: whit sort of bomb it w.s 1 xnew thit some speci 1
new development h:.d been used--. no. type of bemb, : new ox; lesive.

Wes there : fire in your own house? Did .ny fire $pring up in your own
house? ' " b ' -

My housé did not burn down bec:iuse it wi s sheltered by 'hilléide. The'
time w.s.8:40 so th t in svery J: punese housc bre ki st cocking fires were
burning. Therefore 1 belicve th. t tne fdimmpln HIROUHIM:. might h.ve been
c..used by +1l these bre kf. st fires, nd 1 .m not cert: in if they vere
sturted by the bomb.

Do you believe then th: t the »TOMIC BOMB w. & the c:uses for the J p;hEbe SUr—
render? ¢ |

It wis . key point, but not the c.use of the surrender.

If the ATOMIC BOilB h:d not been droppcd, do you believe th t J:.:PsN would
he.ve surrendered cnyw.y?

It w.s : cuestion of time, depending on the extent to which the bombings
would h:ve incre:.sed in force .nd wihh t the situ tion 1ould h ve been ¢
the time of l.ndinges. 1t would be h.rd tc s y.

Do you believe th:t without the (TOMIC BOMBING, with juct the incre scd
sc. le of the fire r ids nd the GP bembing th t the surrcnder weuld h ve
t ken ,l ce before November 17

I believe th. t would depend upon the situ tion--the sc ls of 1 nuings. 1
believed th.t you wculd L nd some time in July, o tih.t by tie end ol June
we h:d m.de 41l prep.ritions.. I w.. not in TOKYO :nd so I mysell c.n'i
s.y vwh:t the feeling in TOKYO w & o the subject ' nd wh: t the crdin:ry
people thought. I didn't «now how the n tion.l litfe of Juk:N w.s Delng
wIlfeethea 1n «n oversll pleturo.

Would you like to muke :ny gener.l obsorv. tions : bout the wo.r of ny ~ind?

In the first pl: ce, JuPuN lost the w.r bec use it » s inferior in N. tion: l
strength; :nd sescond, 't the beginning of the w r it w s not well-enough
informed bout the strength of the wnllied  rmics. In comp: rison witn the
Allied pouwer, the J p nese N.ticn 1 strength w o quite low; the difference
Ww: 8 vary gre t.




k. e

Q. One questiocn' that I h:ve on th.t point. Why wo.sn't J,.Psl informed cf
the N.tion:l strength of the United ot.tes? =

He we didn't 1nveut1ghte the m.. tter thoroughly enough.

()« hhere you Qecelv.d by Ln outw. rd ppehr\nce of SUIt living? Did th t ,;d
fyou-to ‘the wrong conclu51onx bout our c: p blllty to fight?

b + LV not too f m111 ' w1th wh. t estim te vies m.de of the smeric:n ch.r ctbr
pee use'l myselfl w s in CHIN.. However I 'would 8.y th t the GRE~TER E:S’
5814 WnRiw:o s the dlract result of the MuNCHURL:N - nd CHINESE IVCLuENTb.;
‘Since the .rmyiw: 8 rwspon51ole for cper.tions in’ ' MeNCHURIA ond CHING - 11
throughout the fighting. on the Contlnent, everythlng possible wis being
gone to bring it to, .. successful c: yelusion in order’ to::.void: it developing
into something more. Hnwever, we were uh! ble to bring it to ! conclu-ion,

therefore it ar“pped out untll 1t cventutlly bbC me the GRE:&ER uT noLh

¢

l

Q. Do you bcllevc tn t the J: p uacfirmy, th N, i rnbponSlhlG for +n1h W r9

i e 'I”bélieve th“t the'ap@r tlﬁnw 1n CHIN ~nd M NChUFI: were. 1 rgely the_
~ ‘responsibility of the armys; Hﬁuevur T'wouldn't sy navbsgarjly th.t the
GRELTER- En8T aSIa wer could;be blqmed untlrﬁly on- tne irmy. x

Q. Tt vis equilly the: rﬁsponslblllty ol ll thb wthcr elements in bnﬁ n tion 1
life, the N.vy, pelitic.l p rties? A 3 M A

He Yes, I would s.y thot w.g mny opinicn. 1 w. nt to }ulnt cut thut there .re
" no records-left, ..nd so the st . te qentb_+h t I 1 ve given  re merely b:.sed

- on My mEmory- Hnwev~r il ymu wisii .l qulu pcrh ps reconstruct.mure Jecur te
figures by thinking it over. 'y | b ok % 8 e §

Q. Especi:lily of the oper: tions in CHIN. - nd the effects th. t'“liiad*air_
e cper .tions h.@ on your opor: tions .nd prublems ot pufylj' I'd like ycu
to write « critique on th t if you woulu’ o -+ L '
4. I h ve told you gensr.ily wh.t the effects of americ. n opor. tions in CHIN..
~in the .ir were, nd I don't think I could idd much to th t. |

b

NOTE: accur:.cy oi Chlnese 1l ce-nimes ¢ nnot be gqu nt*ed.




