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CHIENYANG DISTRICT.

1. A serious drought lasted for a period of several mon-
ths last summer. Again the grain was hurt by insects. Most of
the fields were affected by the damage, so that only a very bad
crop was gathered.

2. The average for the whole county is about seventy per
cent.

3. More than 300,000 people are’said to be suffering and
the refugees who have left their homes are reported to be several
tens of thousands.

4. It was too dry for avtumn sowing.
©

5. In the unquiet conditions of Hunan, the calamities cau
sed by soldiers are most serious. The people are severely press-
ed to pay for provisions for the troops staticned amongst them.
Such arms as the volunteers had, have been either plundered by
brigands or callected by soldiers and nothing is left wherewith to
defend themselves.  Hence the brigands began to be much more
daring than usual, and the people have to live under most miser- -
able conditions. The total loss in the previous years is estimated
to amount to a sum of $ 10,000,000. Recently damage was caused
by brigands in Jentzehsiang.  Some 2000 houses were burnt and
more than a thousand deaths are reported. Refugees crowded to
the city. The women and chil‘dren suffered very much on their
- way to the city and their cries would have affected anyone who
heard them.

_ (Signed) Chao Shihkuan, member for
Chienyang District.



are even standing empty.  Those who are in need of heip are in
the lowest class, but they can except no help from the well-to-do
«class as usual on account of the brigandage.  ~Every one, indeed
is affected by the condition of distress.

(Signed) Lo Weiyung | members for Taoyuan
Yu Julung  § District.

- © “HANSHOU DISTRICT.

1. 'The distress was causcd by drought
ks SL\ty per cent of the grain was affectcd
3. About 180,000 people are said to be suffering.

4. Autumn cultivation was interrupted by soldiers and
brigands, gherefore most fields are %tandmg idle.

5. In the northern and the eastern sections of the district,
ﬁeldq are lrng'lted in normal years; but inills occupy much of the
area in the southern and the western scctions.  After the drought,
a crop of from twenty to lhlrty per cent of a full yield was gather-
ed from the fields amongst the hills. and from seven{y to eighty
per cent from those on lower levels.  Although the harvest of the
lower fields is better. the average crop of the whole dlstnct can
hardly be estimated above sixty per cent of a full yield = The ﬂood

 which happened last year, was so serious that dykes in more than
sixty sections were broken and no harvest was ‘gathered inside.
The cost of re-construction of dykes, the land taxes and other pay-
ments for revenne have amounted to a large sum and has been a

heavy charg(. on the people. o
(Signed) Tseng Yi, member for Hanshon District,
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TAOYUAN DISTTICT.
1. There was no rain from the 12th of the fifth month to
the end of the sixth. In this district there are not-many ponds

prepared for irrigation. The drought covered nearly all over the

district. After it, insects wrovght much harm in some of the fields.

2. A harvest of only twenty per cent of a full yield was
gathered from the northern part of the district, thirty per cent from
the eastern forty per cent from each of the other two parts, the
southern and the western.  The average for the whole county is
only one third of 2 normal year.

3. The number of sufferers is said to be about 250,000.

4. Buckwheat is always planted in the dutumn after the
rice has been reaped, so that its crop may be gathered in the
following spring just at the tine when any shor:age of grain would
be showing itself. But this year, buckwheat seed is so scarce, that

& -

very little was sown.

5. The county town is situated on the road to the western
districts of Hunan.  Soldiers of the upper and the lower neighbou-
ring connties frequently passing to and fro, consumed a good deal
of rice. It seems to us that the shortage of grain will have to be
estimated at a considerable amount.  The northern and southern
portions of the district lying far away, more than one hundred li
from the city where the magistrate is get harassed by brigands
who gathered together at any time and at any place. Most of the’
middle class have beeen robbed and many of their hou’s/é’s!bumt.
Nine tenths of the houses are now occupied with poor, people, somd




A telegram to the Bureau of Famine Relief.

Mr. Chi, Minister of Home Affairs and President of the Bureau of

Famine Relief;

Mr. Yiin, Director of the Bureau of Famine Pelief, Peking;

Sirs:

We have received a telegram from the Hinan Famine Re-
lief Society in Peking informing us that $ 25,000 has_been appro-
priated by you from the balance of the customs surtax for relief
work in Hunan and that this sum is to be delivered to us by the
Commissioner of Customs at Shanghai. We are much obliged for
this contribution. We have already telegraphed to the Commiss-
ioner asking him tg remit this sum to us.  The conditions in Hu-
nan this year are very serious, and the area affected is very wide
and in all parts there are sufferers who need urgent help.  This
has been published in our weekly bulletin, a copy of which we have
always sént you. The money you have appropriated will of course
be distributed to different districts in proportion to their needs.
The Jargest sum which we can send to any signle district is only a
few hundred dollars, and several others cannot get more than a
hundred.  We cannot save many sufterers with such a small sum
of money. We therefore, ask you to give favourable consideration
to the registration of Hunan as a specially affected province. We
hope that in future, fund will be appropriated in accordance with
sucha registration. ~ With the assurance that you are yourselves
wishful so to deal with this famine that every one of the sufferers
will be reiiév\ed, we anticipate that our work will be facilitated by .

your supply.
The Hunan Chinese Foreign Famine Relief Committee.

Further Re;akts of Investigation from muembers of the
nan Provincial Assembly. .
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