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The struggle between Liberty and Authority is the most conspicuous feature in

{AW
the portions of history with which we are earliest familiar, particularly in that of

Greece, Rome, and England. But in old times this contest was between subjects, or



some classes of subjects, and the Government. By liberty, was meant protection
against the tyranny of the political rulers. The rulers were conceived (except in
some of the popular governments of Greece) as in a necessarily antagonistic posi-
tion to the people whom they ruled. They consisted of a governing One, or a
governing tribe or caste, who derived their authority from inheritance or conquest,
who, at all events, did not hold it at the pleasure of the governed, and whose supre-
macy men did not venture, perhaps did not desire, to contest, whatever precautions
might be taken against its oppressive exercise. Their power was regarded as neces-
sary, but also as highly dangerous; as a weapon which they would attempt to use
against their subjects, no less than external enemies. To prevent the weaker

members of the community from being preyed upon by innumerable vultures, it was

needful that there should be an animal of prey stronger than the rest, commissioned

EXEm | -y
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to keep them down. But as the king of the vultures would be no less bent upon
preying on the flock than any of the minor harpies, it was indispensable to be in a
perpetual attitude of defence against his beak and claws. The aim, therefore, of
patriots was to set limits to the power which the ruler should be suffered to exercise
over the community; and this limitation was what theymeant by liberty.
—J. Mill, On Liberty.
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On one of those sober and rather melancholy days, in the latter part of autumn,
when the shadows of morning and evening almost mingle together, and throw a
gloom over the decline of the year, I passed several hours in rambling about West-
minster Abbey. There was some thing congenial to the season in the mournful
magnificence of the old pile; and as I passed its threshold, seemed like stepping back
into the regions of antiquity, and losing myself among the shades of former ages.

W. Irving, The Sketch Book
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