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TOWN OF OLDS 
(Revised August, 1968) 

1. LOCATION 

Section 32-32-1-W5 in Census Division No. 6. This location is on the 
Calgary-Edmonton line of the Canadian Pacific Railway and on Highway No. 
2A, 55 miles north of Calgary and 37 miles south of Red Deer. 

2. ALTITUDE 

3,415 feet. 

3. TEMPERATURE 

Mean summer 

Mean winter 

Mean yearly 

Latitude - 51/47. 

- 58 deg. F. 

- 14.7 deg. F. 

- 37.1 deg. F. 

Longitude - 144/06. 

4. RAINFALL 

Average annual rainfall 

Average annual snowfall 

Average annual precipitation 

- 12.56 inches. 

- 50 inches. 

- 17.56 inches. 

5. GEOLOGY 

The underlying rocks in the Olds district are shales and sandstones 
which were deposited by streams in lakes and deltas. They are thus fresh 
water in origin and are several hundred feet thick in that area. The rocks 
are grouped together by geologists who call them the Paskapoo Formation, 
and who give them an early Tertiary Age, which began some fifty million 
years ago. Since these rocks were deposited, the North American Continent 
has been unlifted; consequently, the rocks have been eroded and only a 
fraction of their original thickness remains. During the Ice Age, glaciers moved 
over this area, depositing on the surface boulder clay and similar glacial 
deposits. Many of the hills and smaller elevations in this area consist of 
glacial deposits. 

6. SOIL 

Olds is in the black soil zone. 

Vegetation 
Grassland which has been partially invaded by woodlands (mainly 

deciduous trees), often referred to as parkland. 
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Soil Profile 
The normal profile has a black to very dark brown surface horizon that 

averages between 12 to 14 inches in depth. The sub-surface is brown to 
dark brown and the lime horizon is usually found at a depth of 24 to 40 
inches below the surface. 

Fertility 
Soils in this zone are the most fertile in the province and they have 

in the surface foot, 3 to 4 times as much nitrogen and organic matter as 
there is in the average brown or grey wooded soil. Every precaution should 
be taken to see that they are not allowed to deteriorate. The use of fertilizer 
to replenish the supply of available nitrogen and phosphorus, is usually a 
good investment. 

Land Use 
A high percentage of the district is arable. Wheat of fairly good qual¬ 

ity can be grown but mixed farming, including the use of crop rotation and 
fertilizers, is desirable from the standpoint of both profit and permanence. 

7. HISTORY 

The Town of Olds derived its name from J. C. Olds, who was connected 
with the Calgary and Edmonton Railroad during its construction. In the 
early days before the railroad reached Olds, the district had the appearance 
of parkland. Wildlife was plentiful and bands of Indians would hunt and 
trade throughout the area while enroute from Morley to Hobbema. The 
virgin soil of heavy black loam and plenty of water attracted settlers to the 
area, who remained on the land until the township was surveyed in 1891. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway reached Olds in 1891 and homesteads 
were rapidly acquired. Land was cleared chiefly by hand brush cutters, 
axes and plows. It was only in 1893 when a large party of settlers from 
Nebraska arrived with farm equipment that rapid progress was made towards 
cultivation. Industry came to the district with the Great West Lumber 
Company. 

Mrs. James Marshall taught school in her home in 1891 and the 
following year the class was moved to the Immigration Building. In 1893 

Long-time residents of the town and district enjoy the fine facilities 
of the Senior Citizens Lodge at Olds. 
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a building was purchased and converted into a school. By 1902 the com¬ 
munity built a new brick school which was replaced in 1930. 

Law and order came to the community in 1892 with the arrival of 
the North West Mounted Police. Dr. John Kay arrived a few years later 
to take care of the medical needs of the district. 

The first church was of the Methodist faith which was soon followed 
by the Presbyterian and Baptist sects. 

The first newspaper was the Olds Oracle, published by A. J. Samis in 
1896. The newspaper became the Olds Gazette in 1912. 

Olds was incorporated as a village in 1900 under the North West 
Territories Act, and a town in 1905 before the Province of Alberta was 
inaugurated. 

8. LIVING CONDITIONS 

Olds is a picturesque town with spruce and poplar trees lining most 
of the streets. The dwellings are modern and approximately 90% are owner 
occupied. The business section is separated from the industrial area by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway which runs north and south through the centre 
of town. 

Recreational and religious facilities are numerous. The town operates 
a recreational building housing the library, recreation office and handicraft 
centre. 

For the sportsman there is good fishing and hunting. 

9. ADMINISTRATION 

The town is governed by a mayor elected for a two-year term and 
six councillors, two elected each year for a three-year term. The secretary- 
treasurer administers the affairs of the town according to the policies set by 
the council. 



10. LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

One resident Police Magistrate. 

The town and district is policed by the R.C.M.P., three constables for 
the town and ten for highway and rural point duty. 

Building Regulations — The town has adopted the Short Form Building 
Code of Canada. All new buildings, repairs to buildings or removal of 
buildings, must be approved by the Building Inspector after which a permit 
is issued. 

Electrical installations must conform to the requirements of the Alberta 
Electrical Protection Act. 

Sanitary regulations conform to the Alberta Public Health Regulations. 

Gas installations must conform to the Alberta Gas Protection Act. 

11. FIRE PROTECTION 

The fire brigade consists of a fire chief and 25 volunteer firemen. 

Equipment 

One 1954 500-GPM pumper with 500 gallon water tank, 1 booster pump, 
1,250 feet of 2/2 inch hose, 1,200 feet of 1/2 inch hose, 20 feet of 4/2 inch 
suction hose, 3 extension ladders, 1 roof ladder, 1 attic ladder, 2 applicators, 
2 wyes, 2 fog nozzles, 2—20-lb. cans dry chemicals, 26 coats, 10 pairs boots, 
axes, masks, etc., plus 1966 500-gallon P.M. Pumper on a 4-ton truck. 

Water Supply 

Water is obtained from wells and is pumped into a 50,000 gallon 
elevated tower and a 500,000 gallon underground reservoir, with a total 
storage capacity of 600,000 gallons. 

There are 57 fire hydrants conveniently located throughout the town. 

The Olds post office is a recent addition to the community. 
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12. TAX STRUCTURE 1962 1968 
Land 100% of Value _ .... $ 515,600 $1,026,110 
Improvements 60% of Fair Value_ _ 2,436,820 4,179,140 
Business _ 394,935 481,350 
Power _ 36,829 53,390 
Pipe Line _ 14,976 21,670 
Meters _ 6,410 

$3,399,160 $5,768,070 

Provincial Government in Lieu of Taxes 
Land _ .... $ 5,980 $ 39,940 
Improvements _ 40,120 185,890 

Dominion Government in Lieu of Taxes 
Land _ 5,080 11,980 
Improvements _ 61,600 110,690 

Total _ .... $3,511,940 $6,116,570 

1968 
17.465 
24.87 
14.03 
3.55 

.34 
2.47 

.385 
9.89 

Total _ 73. 

Non Assessable Properties Land _ $ 129,470 
Improvements _ $1,701,130 

Total _ $1,830,600 

1962 Mill Rates 
Municipal & Debentures __ 33 mills 
School _ ... 35.5 School Foundation 
Hospital _ ... 3.5 School Supplementary 

— Hospital (Govt.) _ 
72. Auxiliary Hospital_ 

Health Unit _ 
Senior Citizens Home 
Debentures _ 

A view of a portion of one of the business streets in Olds. 

5 



13. AREAS 

Total area of town — approximately 916 acres. 

Parks and playgrounds — approximately 32 acres. 

Miles of roads, streets and lanes: Bituminous Gravel 
Improved 

Earth Total 
Provincial Main _ _ 3.30 3.30 
Roads and Streets /V 20.16 3.23 23.39 
Lanes _ . 7.51 7.51 

Total Miles 34.20 

There are approximately 10/2 miles of cement sidewalk. 

14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 

Storm sewers - 15,000 feet. 

Sanitary sewers - 11.37 miles. 

Water main - 23.42 miles. 

15. POWER 

Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied to the town under a franchise 
by Calgary Power Limited. 

Domestic Rates 

A minimum monthly charge of $2.60 Gross, $2.30 Net. 
Including 20 KWHs. 

Next 280 KWHs at lMc net per month. 

All over 300 KWHs at lMc net per month. 

Fine homes and attractive residential districts are a feature of the town. 
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Connection Charge 

Connection charge $1.00. 

Reconnection charge twice the net minimum charge. 

General Service Rate 

Available for Commercial Establishments that do not qualify for Domestic 
Service. 

Demand Charge $1.00 per month of demand. 

Energy Charge 

For the first 40 KWHs per KW of Demand - 5c per KWH. 

For the next 70 KWHs per KW of demand 3c (but not over 700 KWHs 
per month). 

All additional energy used per month lfic per KWH. 

Minimum Charge $2.30 net per month or demand if greater. 

Consumer Deposit 

Twice the Minimum charge applicable to the account or, at the com¬ 
pany’s option, twice the estimated amount of the consumer’s bill. 

16. WATER 

Water is obtained from three wells and is pumped into a 50,000 gallon 
elevated tower and a 500,000 gallon reservoir and then into the water mains. 

Water Rates 
First 1,875 gallons or less used per month — $4.00 minimum charge. 
All over 1,875 gallons used per month — $1.00 per M gallons. 

Sewer Rates 

Dwellings per family — $2.00 per month. 

Apartments per unit — $2.00 per month. 

Offices and stores — $2.50 per month. 

Hotels — $35.00 per month. 

Theatres — $4.50 per month. 

Garages, each — $4.50 per month. 

Restaurants — $7.50 per month. 

Schools, each — $2.00 per classroom per month. 

Creamery — $35.00 per month. 

Hospital — $20.00 per month. 

Railway Station — $4.50 per month. 

Armoury — $10.00 per month. 

Drive-In Theatre — $9.00 per month. 
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Water Analysis Parts per Million 

Total Solids - 1242 

Ignition Loss - 116 

Hardness - 85 

Sulphates - 392 

Chlorides - 36 

Alkalinity - 500 

Nature of Alkalinity — Bicarbonate of Soda, Lime : 

Nitrites - nil 

Nitrates - nil 

Iron .40 

Fluoride 1.21 

Remarks: This water contains 17 grains per gallon 
it is suitable but the soda content will corrode aluminum 

17. GAS 

Natural gas is supplied to the town under a franchise by Canadian 
Western Natural Gas Company Limited. 

Rate No. 1 - General 
Available to all customers 

First 2 MCF or less - $3.00 per month. 

All aditional MCF - .51 per MCF 

Rate No. 2 - Optional Rates 
(a) Available to all customers whose annual consumption is more 

than 2,830 MCF. 
Fixed Charge - $35.00 per month 

Plus Commodity Charge - .37 per MCF. 

The schools of the town are expanding to meet population growth. 
This is the Olds High School. 
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(b) Available to all customers whose annual consumption is more 
than 159,000 MCF. 

Fixed Charge - $300.00 per month. 

Plus Commodity Charge - .35 per MCF. 

Rate No. 3 - Optional High Load Factor Rate 

Available to customers whose annual consumption is more than 10,000 
MCF, and whose total consumption during the six meter reading periods 
ending in May, June, July, August, September and October, is not less than 
40 per cent of their total consumption for the year. 

Fixed Charge: $20.00 per month plus $2.20 per month per MCF of 
maximum 12-hour demand. 

Plus Commodity Charge - 19c per MFC. 

The above rates are subject to regulation from time to time by the 
Public Utilities Board of the Province of Alberta. 

Further information regarding these rates may be obtained by con¬ 
tacting the Company. 

18. L.P. GAS 

Heat value - 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60 deg. F. 

100 lb. cylinders - $5.50. 

Bulk - 15c per gallon. 

Storage capacity - 5,000 gallons. 

19. DIESEL FUEL 

Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 deg. F. 

Winter grade 22/2C per gallon. 

Summer grade - 22/2C per gallon. 

Storage capacity - 32,000 gallons. 

20. COAL 

Coal is obtained from mines at Drumheller. 

Lump Egg 

Bates per ton delivered_ $16.70 $15.70 

Stoker Nut 
$10.75 $10.75 

Very little coal is used by the town residents. 

21. LOCAL RESOURCES 

Wheat and coarse grains, rape, clay, hay, sand and gravel, gas, grass 
seed, poultry products, dairy products, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, peat moss, 

honey. 
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22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 

Federal — Post Office with rural delivery. Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs (V.L.A.), Department of National Defence (Unit of the Calgary 
Tanks), New Armoury, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Target Area Head¬ 
quarters. 

Provincial — Treasury Branch, Alberta Government Telephones, Liquor 
Vendor, Agricultural & Vocational College, District Agriculturist and Home 
Economist, Mountain View Health Unit. 

Municipal — Town Hall housing (Secretary-Treasurer, Council Chamber, 
Town Engineer and Foreman, Civil Defence), Fire Hall. The R.C.M.P. have 
their own Building and Jail. 

23. HEALTH SERVICES 

The Olds Municipal Hospital has 50 beds and 10 bassinets. It is 
equipped with X-ray, Monohan respirator and a fully modem operating room. 
The staff consists of a matron, 12 graduate nurses and 11 nurses’ aides. 

Public Ward Rates, Alberta Residents: $5.00 first day, then $2.50 per 
day; Non-Residents: $20.00 per day. 

Other Health Facilities: The Mountain View Health Unit maintains 
an office in the town. The unit office is open monthly for the examination 
of pre-school and school children. 

Four doctors, one medical clinic, two dentists, one physiotherapist, two 
chiropractors, one naturopathist, two veterinarians, one optometrist calling 
weekly, two drug stores, one funeral parlor. 

24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 

(Excluding Health Services) 

Type of Service 

Accountants 

Lawyers 

Barbers 

Beauty Parlors 

Beauty College 

Watch Repairs 

No. of Establishments 

- 4 (plus 1 calling) 

- 1 (plus 1 calling) 

- 5 

- 8 
- 1 
- 2 

25. TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian Pacific Railway — three trains daily each way between 
Edmonton and Calgary. 

Greyhound Bus Line — six times daily between Edmonton and Calgary. 

Sundre Bus Lines — daily Olds to Sundre. 

One Taxi Company - 2 cabs. 

Transport — daily service to Calgary, Red Deer and Edmonton, 
2 north and 2 south daily. 
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26. NEWSPAPERS 

The Olds Gazette — weekly. 

27. COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta Government Telephones, Canadian Pacific Telegraphs, Post 
Office, telephone radio service to Sundre. 

Nearest radio stations — Red Deer (CKRD), Calgary (CFAC, CFCN, 

CKXL, CHQR). 

Nearest television stations — Red Deer (CKRD), Calgary (CFCN), 

CHCT). 

28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 

Bank of Montreal, Bank of Nova Scotia, Provincial Treasury Branch. 

29. HOTELS 

Geneva 

Victoria 

No. of Rooms Rates Beer License 

26 $3.50-$5.50 Yes 

32 $2.75-$6.50 Yes 

30. TOURIST CAMPS 

Olds Cabins — trailers and tents. 

Mountain View Trailer Park — fully modern. 

1 Motel — ‘Siesta”. 

Many churches, of a variety of faiths, serve the town and district. 
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31. CHURCHES 

United, Presbyterian, Anglican, Baptist, Nazarene, Roman Catholic, 
Danish Lutheran, Seventh Day Adventist, Pentecostal, Mormon. 

32. LODGES AND SERVICE CLUBS 

Masonic Lodge, B.P.O.E. (Elks), Eastern Star, Royal Purple, I.O.D.E., 
Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, A.O.T.S., Canadian Legion, Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Canadian Legion, Lions’ Club, Optimist Club 

33. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 

Red Cross Society, Fish and Game Association, Handicraft Guild, Home 
and School Association, Old Timers Association, Olds Agricultural Society, 
Olds Beekeepers Association, Olds Hockey Association, Olds Community Asso¬ 
ciation, Olds Recreation Association, Teen Town Club, Oil Wives Club, 
Curling Association. 

34. EDUCATION 

The Olds School District No. 235, is a unit of the County of Mountain 
View No. 17. Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the following optional 
subjects: Commercial, Art, French, Drama, Home Economics and Shop. 
The school population is made up as follows: 

5 No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 
Elementary 1-6 _ _ 24 615 
Junior High 7-9 _ _ 17 312 
Senior High 10-12 _ _ 20 310 

61 1,237 

The Olds Agricultural and Vocational School opened this year 
new facilities for the growing enrolment. 
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Olds Agricultural and Vocational College 

The Olds Agricultural and Vocational College has operated under the 
direction of the Alberta Department of Agriculture since 1913. From 1913 
until 1963, when the name was changed, it was known as the Olds School 
of Agriculture and Home Economics. 

Paralleling the change of name in 1963 has been the adoption of a tri¬ 
mester system, up-grading of courses to a technology level and the develop¬ 
ment of a number of new courses. Courses now offered are Agricultural 
Technology with a general program and majors in Animal Science, Plant 
Science, Farm Management and Farm Mechanics; Agribusiness Technology; 
Soil Technology, Horticultural Technology; Irrigation Technology; Fashion 
and Design Technology and Business Education. Grade XII subjects are 
also offered. 

The entire campus is being redeveloped. A new 500 student residence 
was officially opened on June 28th, 1968. An Administration Building and 
a Mechanics Building are expected to be completed by 1970 which will mean 
that overall facilities for about 500 students will be provided. 

A two section farm with herds and flocks of all major kinds of live¬ 
stock provides excellent facilities and materials for instructional purposes. 

35. THEATRES AND HALLS 

May fail' Theatre _ 

Capacity 

_ 300 

Stage 

Yes 

Piano 
No 

Olds Drive-In Theatre 

Elks Hall ___ _ 200 No Yes 

Masonic Hall _ _ 100 No Yes 

New Legion Hall _ _ 500 Yes Yes 

Arena Hall _ _ 600 No Yes 

Three School Auditoriums _ Yes Yes 

The Provincial Building was recently opened, providing headquarters for many public services 
to the people of town and district. 
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36. RECREATION AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

The Olds Municipal Library is sponsored by the Town, Provincial 
Government grant and membership fees. The Library is open on the follow¬ 
ing days: 

Monday - 

Tuesday - 

Wednesday 

- - 7-9 p.m. Thursday 

- - 2-5 p.m. Friday 

- - 7-9 p.m. Saturday 

Closed on Statutory Holidays 

2-5 p.m. 

7-9 p.m. 

1-5 p.m. 

The Olds School of Agriculture also maintains a Library which is 
for the use of the students. 

Olds hires a full-time recreation Superintendent, and there is also a 
Recreation Board and Department. 

(a) There are at present two Playgrounds in Town, one in the East 
Section and one in the West Section — a third one is being con- 
considered in the Northwest residential section. These are staffed 
by trained part-time Playground leaders who have attended a 
Government Course for this purpose. 

The Recreation Superintendent carries out policy as set out by the 
Recreation Board, and Council, and is responsible for the operation, main¬ 
tenance, and scheduling of the Olds Arena and Swimming Pool, along with 
other facilities as available. 

Both are responsible also for co-ordinating programs for the Town 
in all activities, and working with all organizations, clubs, and groups to see 
that duplication does not take place. 

It is the Recreation Board’s responsibility to look into a request for 
a certain program that is not available to the public already — and it is 
reasonable with sufficient numbers to organize and start such a program. 

The Board does not deal only with sports or sport bodies, but they 
also work with all facets of a recreation program. 

Programs of activity available to the Town of Olds and surrounding 
area are: 

Sports and Athletic- 

Baseball — for boys 16 years and under. 

Fastball — Girls 17 years and under and Ladies and Men. 

Hockey — Minor Hockey—18 years and under, and Senior Team. 

Track & Field — In the schools at present. 

Curling 

Gymnastics — Boys and Girls — schools. Fall of 1968 will see this 
activity in the Town Recreation Program. 

Badminton — For anyone wanting to play (in the Arena Hall). 

Table Tennis — In Arena Hall for anyone. 

Swimming — May 15th to September (Labor Day) with a complete 
program for all kinds of lessons. Schedules for May, June, July 
and August are made available for people to pick up. 
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Skating — Public Skating 

Hockey Games 

Ice Shows and Carnivals 

Figure Skating 

Golf — Olds Golf Club 
Men’s and Ladies’ Keep Fit programs for those who wish to 
participate. 

For those who wish other kinds of activities besides sports and athletics 
there are: 

Music Clubs — Community Band 
Community Choir 

Art Club — Painting, Sketching 

Drama — 

Music — Teachers are available. 

Handicrafts — Ceramics, leatherwork, rug making, basketry, weaving, 
painting embroidery, Copper craft. 

Dancing — Tap, acrobatic, ballet, (in Schools), Square Dancing Club 
— Senior Club, Teens and Junior beginners lessons this fall if 
sufficient register. 

In other words, there is a program offered, or could be offered for all 
ages, male or female if the requests are made to your Recreation Department 
or Board. 

37. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Boys — Air Cadets, Scouts, Cubs, Tuxis, Trail Rangers, 4-H Clubs, Teen 
Town, Swim Club, Hockey, Baseball, Hobby and Crafts. 

Girls — C.G.I.T., Brownies, Guides, Explorers, Hobbies and Crafts, 
4-H Club, Rangers, Fastball, Teen Town, Swim Club. 



38. SPORTS FACILITIES 

Covered Arena with artificial ice 

One outdoor rink 

Covered Curling Rink, artificial ice, five sheets 

Five good baseball diamonds — two town, three school 

Nine hole golf course (sand greens) 

Two Children’s supervised playgrounds (supervised in July and 
August) 

Two school gymnasiums, school grounds 

Fair grounds, grandstand 

Hall in Arena — 130’ x 33’, good for dances, banquets, exhibitions, 

displays, sales, badminton, volleyball, etc. 
Scout and golf club building 
Centennial park — Picnic shelters, washrooms, wading pool 

39. FAIRS 

Olds Agricultural Fair (Class B), 3-day event. 

40. HISTORIC SITES 

Nil. 

Olds is well served by transportation, including rail. The Dayliner here passes a few of the 
grain elevators at trackside. 

16 



41. CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta Wheat Pool, United Grain Growers, Alberta Wholesale Co-opera¬ 
tive Association, Co-op Livestock Marketing Association, Co-op Shopping 
Centre. 

42. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 

Type of Business No. of 
or Industry Establishments 

Accountants . 4 

Auctioneers . 3 

Auction Mart . 1 

Auto Body Repairs . 2 

Auto Electric . 4 

Auto Painting . 2 

Bakery . 2 

Banks . 3 

Barbers . 5 

Battery Shop . 2 

Beauty Parlors . 8 

Beauty College . 1 

Blacksmith . 1 

Butchers . 4 

Cartage Delivery . 4 

Chiropractor . 2 

Clothing (men’s) . 4 

Clothing (Women’s and children’s) 6 

Contractor . 3 

Co-op Shopping Centre . 1 

Creamery . 1 

Dentists . 2 

Doctors . 4 

Drug Stores . 2 

Dry Cleaners . 2 

Electrical Appliances . 7 

Electrical Contractors . 2 

Farm Equip. Manufacturing . 1 

Feed Mill . 2 

Flower Shop . 2 

Funeral Parlor . 1 

Furniture Stores . 6 

Garages & Service Stations . 16 

General Stores . 3 

Type of Business No. of 
or Industry Establishments 

Greenhouse . 2 

Grain Elevators . 9 

Groceries . 3 

Gunsmith . 1 

Hatcheries . 1 

Hardware Stores . 4 

Implements (farm) . 9 

Insurance 8s Real Estate . 4 

Jewellers . 2 

Lawyers . 1 
plus 1 calling 

Liquor Vendor . 1 

Laundry . 1 

Livestock Buyers . 3 

Lumber Yards . 3 

Machine Shops . 2 

Oil Distributors . 5 

Optometrist .. . (calling) 1 

Painters 8s Decorators . 5 

Physiotherapist . 1 

Plumbers . 3 

Pool Hall . 1 

Printer . 1 

Restaurants . 7 

Sheet Metal . 2 

Shoe Repairs . 1 

Shoe Store . 1 

Sporting Goods . 2 

Taxi Service . 1 

Tire Repairs . 2 

Tailors . 2 

Variety Stores . 2 

Veterinarians . 2 

Woodworking . 3 

43. SITES 

Residential and industrial sites with all utilities, trackage and highway 
facilities can be purchased from private owners at reasonable prices. 
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44. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Olds district is proclaimed by many to be one of the richest mixed 
farming areas in Alberta. The top known grain yields recorded to date are: 
oats, 130 bushels; barley, 82 bushels, and wheat, 60 bushel to the acre. The 
average yields being 60 bushels of oats, 30 bushels of barley, and 25 bushels 
of wheat per acre. One of the more important grasses grown in the area is 
Creeping Red Fescue and a ready market has always been found for this seed. 

Purebred beef cattle are raised in the district, the main breeds are 
Hereford, Shorthorn and Aberdeen Angus. Dairy cattle breeds are Holstein, 
Ayrshire, Jersey and Guernsey. All these are registered herds. Quality 
hogs and sheep are raised. 

Building permits issued since 1961 total $6,326,213.00. 

45. TRADING AREA 

North — 7 miles; West — 45 miles; South — 6 miles; East — 20 miles. 

46. POPULATION 

Trading area population, 1961 Dominion Census — 8,161. 

Town population, 1968 Census — 3,240. 
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