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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
ATR MAIL London, NQvem ' ,

UNCIASSIFIED NORYHEAST ASIAN AFFAIRS

No. 2166 NOV 10 1948

Sub jects Parllamentary Debate Re Japan orpagTMENT OF STATE

The  Honorable
; ~ mhe Secretary of State,
’ Washington

: I have the honor tO report that the sub ject of
| nd what to do about Japan aroused rather more

{interest than usual 1in the opening session of Parliament
1ast waek, In view of the {mportance of ths debate, as
indicating British official and unofficial opinion, the
full text (except for irrelsvant portions) is quotead
There are obvious mlstakes in figures in the
text (as taken from Hansard), probably due 1tO imperfect
transcription, but the meaning 1is clear throughout.

The first speech, delivered in Commons On October

27 by Mr, John Paton, & Iabour member, was in reply UO
the King's Speech, and reads in part as follows:

"phere is one extraordinary omission from the
aracious Speech, which will be the main theme of my
remarks. 1t would Dbe incredible, if it were not true,

that in that Speech, from beginning to ena, there is
not one word which indicates that the Government have

any idea that there 1s a vast area of this world which
we know as the Far East in which great movements of
the most fundamental importancse to the future of man-
rind are in progress or impending. They are great
novements which face all the Western Governments of
the world with large and tmmediate probleme, They
face this Covernment with great problems, for which
we have a responsibllity, particularly in Japan,

vet nowhere in the Graclous Spsech 1s there & single
word to indicate that the covernment even know of the
existence of such an area or of the problems involved.

apl=11/ (NVdYP) T0HLINCO 611007 0%L

Wphat is extraordinary. About one half of the
world and more than one half of the population of C)

the world are involved in these great impending prob- N
lems, and notu & word is sald by the government, Of -

coursa, that 1s the attltude which has been adopted ) 3
towards the Far East not only by the government but
by this House for the last three years, It is one of

| _Ahe most remarkable facts in Parliamentary history
that in three years of Parllamentary time, with great

mov ements/
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movements of this kind in progress in that area,
nevar once has there bheen any time allowed for a full
discussion in this House of all that 1s involved,
The reason 1s that His Ma jesty's Ministers responsible
for the conduct of our forelign affairs nave, very
adopted an attitude of defeatism with regard
to the Far East., All our policles, so far as one can
unders tand them, are policles of pessivs acquisescence
in the dominating policies put forward by the overn-
méent ol the United States, That may be an appearance
that 1s unreal, but it 1s the only impression that
anyone can get on this side of the world from studying
all avallable documents and reports, It is the only
impression one can get, because the documents, reports
and Information are of a most meagre and unsatisfactory
nature., Time and time agaln, T and other hon., Meme
bers have pleaded for fuller Information on these
matters. We have not yet got 1t.

"In Japan there are only two possible objectives
that can be pursued, One 1is to seek steadfastly,
Dy esvery matter of policy to which we put our hands,
Lo ses evolved in Japan a stable, democratic, pesce-
loving community completely and permanently demili-
tarised, That is one objective which I want to ses
neld constantly in view, The other 1s an objective
of a totally different and indeed OppOsite character,
It 1s the objective of bullding up in Japan e strong
bulwark against Sovist Communism, That i1s an 1idsa
which implies a rearmed, militarised Japan,
once agaln encouraged and fostered to t
Iindustrial power which we knew ner to have reached

before the war, But these two objectives are com-
pletely incompatible,

"It appears to meé, &t this distance of thousands
n there is a dlthering about
onceptions and the other, There
“ppears to be ne really fixed line to show what we
want to obtain, It is trus that the Military Govern-
mént in Japan are bound to be obsessed more or less

should seek to shif't the burden

carrying. That burden is oxtremely heavy,

sald that this year America will have to contribute to
the support of the Japanese people at lesast 000

million dollars, In the American phrase, that is
not chicken-feed,

"Therefore, it 1s more or less Inevitable that
there should grow up, not only in Japan but in the

» POowerful pressures demanding the
Speediest recovery of Japanese

Speedliest rehabilltation o1l thse
1t should become cCompletely
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the tendencies in one or two recent statements which
point largely to the intention and purpose of making
Japan an economic colony of the United States,
Recently there has been a gcovernment Mission in Japan

headed by Mr, William Draper, The Mission was known
as the Mission for Japanese Recovery, &nd one of the
statements in Mr. Draper's report to Congress was:

iThe United States, in -its own Interesty, should
assist in Japan's industrial recovery. Japan's
{ndustrial oroducts are needed throughout the

Far Xast.,'

Though that may seem to be an unexceptional statement,

behind 1t 1s the i1dea, perhaps more clearly axXpressed
by Mr. R.C. Kramer, who until recently was one of the

highest-ranking technical experts on the staff of
neneral MacArthur, Mr. Kramer sald:

tAmerican industry will do well to think in terms
of dealing with Japanese Ilndusiry instead of advo-

cating its artificlal restriction.’

'Tf American manufacturers were willing tC make

use of Japanese resources, they would be 1in a
position to share in a market that would probably

not be open to them otherwilse,'

'News-Week' Discussing what 1s
mown &8 the Asiatic Marshall Plan, the ' News-Week'

Sayss

'The Asiatic Marshall Plan envisages Japan as the
supplier of the finished goods for industrialising

the rest of Asia and for raising its living stand=-
ards,'

Again, that 1s quite an unexceptional purpose, The
publication continues:

' Japan--with the best industrial know-how, the

widest trading experience and the most skillsd
1abour in the Orlent--can produce a maximum of

gzoods for & minimum investment,'

I do not suggest that there is anything sinister in
this American concern for the recovery of Japan and
the expressed intention of trylng to help that by

American financial investment--not at all, It 1s &
perfectly netural thing. The United States 1s now,

perhaps, the only country in the world which 1is i1n
a position to make large-scale and long=term financlal

investments in Oriental countries, It 18 the United
States alone which has the power and the resources

which/
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which can be turned to account for the renhabilitation
°of the Far East, and we know that, Iin the circumstances
in which the American economic system is now opéerating,
there comes continually in America an aver-increasing,

almost day-by-day increasing, urge to find scope and
new flelds for the investment of American surplus

capital., So it 1s perfectly understandable that this
pressure should have arisen in the United Statss and

that policies expressing i1t are now to be seean taking
effect in the Far East,

"While one admits the inevitability of this sort
of thing, one must alsoc ask: 'Is our Government aware
of' these things? Does it understand the slgnificancs
of what 1s happening over these great areas? Has 1t
& policy of ‘its own, and, if it has a policy, will it
let this House know what that policy is?' Here is
somethlng that 1s not only of great slgnificance to
Japan, to Australia, to New Zealand and to China, but
also to all the countries of the Pacific area, and we
should remember that, in Australia, New Zealand and
China, and, in fact, in all those countriss in that
great Paciflc area, there ars grave doubts and great
uneasiness about what 1is nappening in Japan, because
they are vitally concerned about questions of securlty,
I want to know, and T am entitled to ask, as T havs
asked many times before, what is the fovernment!'s
view with regard to these matters. I have tried in
thls House tc obtain statements on this sub ject, but
neévor yet have I succeeded, We must be conscious of
this when we are talking about Far Eastern areas,
because we are not only concerned with important
lssues affecting those countries which I have named,
but we are also concerned with 1ssues that affect
overy country in the world, Great Britain not least.

"Americans continually express a conception that
the mailn element in Japan's economic recovery is an

immense development of the Japanese textile industry--
not a mere development, but an immense development,

I need only remind the House how closely our great
cotton areas iIn the North of England are concerned in
questions of this kind., Let me Just quote to the

flouse one passage from & recent report which may
indicate the significance of this aspect of the matter.
I am going to quote an article by the Textile Corres-
pondent of the 'Manchester Guardlan,' which appeared

in that paper on 12th August of this year, This 1is

what he sald, and I invite the House to consider what
ls iInvolved in this report:

'The American faith in Japanese textiles 1s less
unfounded than 1t was 18 months ago., Then the
talk was of textiles providing 80 per cent of
Japan's exports., The latest filgure in the report
toc Congress by Mr, Draper, Under-Secretary of the
Army, was 57 per cent, That is still a blg change
from the position in 1939, when about 37 per cent
by value of Japan's exports were textiles, Raw

81lk then provided well over a third of the textile
trade, and the Americane havse given u
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rebullding it--in Mr. Draper's estimates 1t was
reckoned at only 8B per cent of the textile exports,
Manufactured textiles are therefore expected to
provide 53 per cent of Japan'a future exports,
agalnst 23 per cent in 1939.!

"I ask the House to appreciate what that must
mean., In 1939, and in the years preceding it, the
textlle industry of this country had been driven out
of market after market throughout the world bscause
of the competition of Japaness manufactursrs, Who
does not remember that, round about 1930, Japan
sntered the rayon industry wlth absolutely no exper-
ience and not a scrap of machinery, against ths
gstablished lndustries of Britaln, France ana the
United States, and in the space of three years,
starting from scratch, became the greatest rayon

axporter of the whole world?

"Let us just think, in view of this balance of
esmphaslis of the Japanese econcmilic system which 1is now
proposaed and this heavily inflated textlle industry,
what, iIn the light of experience which we had before
the war, we are likely to endure in the future when
this purpose comes into full fruition, It will
inevitably mean that those promising markets opened
up to our exports in recent years in East Africa and
in parts of the Asiatic world will go. It will
inevitably mean Japanese exorts flooding the whole

of the Western world with textiles--and who in this
House can say that our textile manufacturers and

workers in lLancashire are capable of standing up to
the kind of competition which we knew before the war?

"I mention this matter in order to show the
immense importance to us in this country of what 1is
happening in those areas 14,000 mlles away, and I
want the Foreign Offlce and the Government to show
now that they really understand the urgency and
importance of thils question by iInforming the House
at the earliest opportunity what view they take about
1t and what proposals they intend to make,

"In what I have to say finally, I want rapidly
to run over some suggestions that I venture to throw
out to the Government for consideration. I am not
s0 foollish or dogmatic as to think that, with the
meagre sources of information which we have at our
command in this country, and even with all the mass
of documents and the impressions which I accumulated
on my visit to Japan last year, I can offer the Gove
arnment hard proposals for their acceptance, but I
venture to throw out certain tentative suggestions
which I think are worthy of consideration., I put
them no higher than that,

"Pirst, everyone must agree--and I have no com-
plaint against the Government in this direction--that
Japan cannot and must not be treated in any vengeful
way, The 78 million of the population of Japan, we
are all agresed must be given the means to creats
within thelr own country a viable sconomic system

which/
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which will give the people & sufficient standard

of llving. That 1s common agreement. On that
basis, what should we do? In my opinion, the lines
upon which we should proceed are these, First,
Governments should work out what Japan must have in
industry, so that she has sufficient variety and is
not over-weighted on any particular side, but has

& wlde spread of essentlial industries to ensure
social stabllity and a reasonable standard of 1life,.
I'hat must be worked out,

"Secondly, I think this must be planned., T
regret to use that word, which so often acts as ths
red flag to the bull with hon, Members of the Opposi-
tion, though in this connection I have no doubt that
they are prepared to accept it and to agree with 1t,.
Thls business must be planned with full consideration
for the security and economic needs of the other
countrlies of the Pacific, because it would seem to
mé to be the worst possible kind of treason to the
things for which we fought in the last war if we
bullt up Japan to make her once again a menace and
a peril to her own neighbours in the Pacific,

"Thirdly, I think her industrial production
should be directed less to the production of consumer
gocds than to the production of capital equipment,
particularly civil engineering plant and the imple-
ments and materials so badly needed for the restora-
tion anddsvelopment of the Asiatic countries and
Japan herself, It i1s no good, as many people seem
t0 think, flooding countries like China and other
countries In the Pacific area, which have besn devas-
tated by Japan, with modern technical equipment
requiring high skill in its use., Ws should supply
them with the materials they are accustomsd to usse,
such as textile plant., They are well accustomsd to
textlle machinery and manufacture, and they are them-
selves skilled in such production. Therefore, T
would limlt reparations of a machine kind to the type
of machinery which the technological state of dev-

alopment of these countries permits them to use in
the most effective way,

"I would concentrate on what T have callsd
capital reconstruction goods, the things that are
necessary for road-building, for an immense exten-
sion of the rallway system in the vast arsas of China,
agricultural machinery, cement and building equip-
ment of all kinds., That sort of thing seems to me
O be a much more hopeful way of alding Japan to
make her own way in the world, and, at the same
time, the most sensible way of dealing with the
reparations question, But all this ought to be
planned now in relation to her resources and the
needs both of herself and her neighbours.

"Pinally, it 1s no good planning the Japanese
gconomy along the lines which I have been indicating,
Or setting up this system which I have suggested,

unless/
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aace Treaty, when we sign
it, y thority remains behind in

Japan, on b to see that
that plan is properly y operated., It seems
to me that it is only in this way that we can give

Japan & self-supporting econoiy which will bs no

danger to other tndustrial nations, but will ensure
her own well-being and provide her own pecple with
the chance to develop tO democratic responsibility.

"If we proceed on the other lines and give
Japan & free head 1n industrial development, and 1f

we fall, as the Americans say, for their own ldes
in Japan of frese enterprise, anfettered and unchecked,

a1l that we shall get will be & Japan emerging 1in &
short space of time In the conditions that will make
her people & ripe plum ready to drop into the mouth
of the Cominform. The only way in which the Japansse
people may omerge into & full fruitful existencs, in
the democracy which we now Se9 beginning in theat
country, 1is tcC astablish stable economic condltions
which will give the people not only a sufficlency but
the hope of mors, These ars the conditions that
alone will ensure the final emergence of & ngaceful

and demilitarised Japan."

There was no Government reply -to Mr.

remarks, as speeches in reply to the King
not conslidered as interpsellations,

On the motion for adjournment on October 29,

Harold Davis (Labor) delivered e “
of which the followlng pertinent portions are quo ted:

"T welcome this opportunity of ralsing on the
Adjournment the lissue oOn Japan. « « « Ihe Opposition,
having cast thelr bread on the waters of stesl In
the hope that it wlll return &8s wedding cake, will
now, I belleve, agres with me thet on both sides of
the House, whatever our political differences, 1t
1s essential that the pauclty of information so far
as the Pacific basin and Japan 1s concerned should

be eliminated.

"Wwe are now in the fourth year of the occupation
of Japan., We see a Japan with & production level 40
per cent that of the 1934 period., We see a Japan
with a fifteenfold note circulation, a Japan that had
16 million ven in circulatlion in 1946 and with &
s1peulation today, I am informed in the 'Far Eastern
Reonomist'=--of 240 billlion yen. Trade in Japan,
irrespective of monetary statistics, which at this
moment represent very little indeed because of the
terrible inflation, so far &as volume 1s concerned,
i{s only 20 per cent compared with the pre-war volume.
We see Japan with a lop-sided trade., So far as
imports are concerned, 90 per cent of the trade is
with the United States, Yet Japan can export only
4 per cent to pay for these {mports., We on thls slde

House do not stand for & harsh peace. I do

not think any thinking nation s tands for a harsh

peace/
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peace with Japan,

"gome of us believe that the basic adminlistra-
tive theory for Japan has been abandoned, I believe
that the Americans have abandoned wholeheartedly
their basic administrative theory towards Japan,
which was based on the terms of surrender 1ln 1945,

T should like to ask the Foreign Office whether there
is any justification for the abandonment of the old
approach of the terms of surrender., General MacArthur,
the Supreme Commander, according to 'The Times'! of
2nd April, 1948, has referred to Japan as the bastion
of democracy., When I plck up the economic journal
produced by the Economlc Research Institute of
Mitsubismi in Tokyo, I read, in the dlary of events,
that on 3rd June General MacArthur sent a mesSs&age

to the Japanese people on the first anniversary of
Japan's new constitution saying that Japan had bsescomse
an lmpregnable citadel of democracy.

"Tf deneral MacArthur really believes that Japén
has become an impregnable clitadel of democracyi and
if phrases of that kind can De uttered after o5 years
of occupation, then someone 1s doing some crooked
thinking. T know that some Members came back toC
this country and referred to Japan as belng the
scaffold of democracy. 'Scaffolding' 1s & better
term, because it has a double meaning, and I would
support that term., The way the Western world 1s
neglecting what is taking place 1n Japan is not the
way to build up Japan as a bastion of democracy.

In fact, General Blamey of Australla, as reported

in '"The Times' of 8th May, 1948, has referred uo
Japan's role in the Pacific against Russia, and

has sald that historically Britain built up Japan to
hold Russia in the Far East. He then added that he
hoped history would repeat itself. I want to ask
the Foreign Office whether they stand by thils state~-
ment, which was, in fact, contradicted later on at
Melbourne University by McMahon., I am convinced
that the mass of the Australian people and those On
the sidelines of Western imperialism in the Pacific
do not look to Japan to play the same role in history

that she has played 1n the past,

"Phe Canberra Conference wanted & peace treaty
by 1948, I would ask my hon., Friend how far we have
proceeded towards the terms of such a peacs treaty?
Why 1s there this pall of sllence about the peacse
treaty with Japan? We know there are differences of
opinion in Australia and China about the actions of
America and Britain in China, I do not believe that
neneral Blamey represents the entire volce of Aus-
tralia. As T asked earlier, do we still keep to the
tnstrument of surrender of 2nd September, 1940,
because, if so, in that instrument it was categorically
1aid down that there was to be no Navy, Army or Alr
Force for Japan? Have the American people and the

representatives/
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representatives of America and Britain changed
thelir minds on this matter? Let us have the truth,

SO we know exactly where we stand about the terms
of' surrender.

"As to reparations, some hold one political
view In this House and some hold another but we ars
all agreed that the House should have information
on thls question., Has any concrete conclusion been
reached about reparations? I have given the Under-
Secretary my figures, and my analysis shows that
the Pauley recommendation for removal for reparations,
In thousands of 1939 yen, was 2,465,920, The Pauley
recommendation was followed by one from the Overssas
consultants, who reduced the figurse to 1,648,156 yen.
That was followed, two months later, by the famous
recommendation of the Johnston Committes of America.
inis Commlittee of businessmen suggested that Japaness
reparations should be scaled down to 662,247 yen,

"I will quote the 'Far Eastern Survey,' which
cannot be accused of following ths ldeology of
fussia or America, It 1s a paper which tries to
give the facts and proper Jjudgment about the Far East
and the Pacific, In the issue of Z3rd June this
year ithey ask this question about the Johnston Com-
mittee: 'How is it that a group of businessmen
without a staff of engineers, in a three weeks'
survey, which Included travel time to ana from the
'ar East and a diversionary trip to Korsa, could
conclude that the primary war facilities availlable
Ior reparations were only 40 per cent of the total

favoured by a group of engineers who spent five months
on the study of this question?

"Could 1t be said that the thinking of the
Army in America, and the issue of strategy against
Russia, 1s dominating and befogglng the possibilities

of building up peaceful co-operation with the peoples
of the Pacific basin? We in Britain, too, have

semething to think about, In the summer of 1947, 64
million yards of rayon cloth were orought to Lancashire
to be dyed and finished and re-exported to our Col-
onlal markets, Not only is Japan to be the bastion

of democracy, but it i1s suddenly going to bs madse

the working shop of Asia, The London 'Economist'! of

12th July, 1947, made this comment, which is important
for the Britlish Parllament to remember:

'Nor do the countries which suffered most from
Japan's pre-war trade expansion like the idea of
1ts renewal as a subsidiary concern of the United
States, There will indeed be plenty to talk about
when 1t comes to peace making with Japan,'

We might note, iIn passing, the fears even of the
Pnhilippine Islands and of Australia at this regalvan-

1zing of the industrial activity of Japan. Nobody
would accuse 'The Economist' of being a '"fellow-

traveller,' When papers of high standing and businessmen

of various/
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of various political views are asking these questlions
about the re-energising of Japan's 1lndustry at a rate
which is unfair to China and Australia, 1t 1s tlimo

something was done.

"Tf America and Britain have capltal investment
equipment, I ask what country deserves some of that
equipment moré than China, which has been raped Dy
Japan for 20 to 30 years, or more than the countries
in the Pacific basin whose economy was destroyed by
the Japanese, In building up the Industrial arsas of
the Pacific area, no one wants a harsh and gquel peace
for the Japanese people, We want & levellling up and
gven development of the economies of the Paciflc
basin. We are creating a problem for the next <O
vears in Japan if we too rapidly industriallse hser

at the bshest of Americea at the present moment,

"T should like to refer to no less an honourable
journal than 'Great Britaln and the East.' We get
leading articles in this journal openly saylng that
America is turning a blind eye to the Kolighl Seko,
These business families have concentrated In thelr
hands the capital development of Japan and they did
not have the same kind of historical economic devel-
opment of industry as we had in the Industrlal Revol-
ution here. They overgrew like huge trees the whole
gconomy of Japan, with the result that small industrial
enterprises perished under that old-fashioned enter-
prise that we hear so much about in the nineteenth
century., Those monopolies strangled the 1ife of Japan
and yet & blind eye is turned on them at the present
moment on the grounds that we cannot find the experis

to run these industrles.

"T should like to know why this House of Commons
had not the same information at its disposal as the
United States Congress, 1 search the Research
libraries to try to find information about Japan, but
how many Members of this Parliament have had an Opp-
ortunity of reading the document about the Zuzuki
cabinet and the indictment that was made of 1t, tO
the effect that & sub-committes had concealed materials
worth millions and millions of yen, including raw
materials of the iron and steel industry, which wers
hidden by the Zuzuki Cabinet just a week or two before
the surrender. I believe that this House should be
as well informed about Japan as the Congress of the
United States of America, and I hope that the Unader-
Sacretary of State will see that his Department makes
avallable in our Library these special reports when
they come throughe . .« &

"Do not let us forget, therefore, the misery
and the devastation caused by Japan to her nelighbours
over the past 20 years, While we do not want a
bitter peace treaty, Japan should make sOome recom-

pense, and I relterate that any industrlal output
above a certain level should go to China and South

BEast Asia to 1ift up thelr economies. . . .

Some of/
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"gome of our businessmen are worried about the

possibility of textile and pottery competition, My
constltuency contains both these Industries, Let me
refer to Sir Raymond Streat, whose opinlon 1s onse
which 18 listened to, who in the Manchester Chamber
of Commerce in April, 1948, sald he belleved that
world textile development would shift to Japan. I
see a danger to pottery, and unless in our peace
treaty we can guarantee trade union condlitionS--
conditions of labour and social welfare--somewhers
on a par with those of the Western world, then no
prayers, no pious amendments, no internatlional conf=-
arences will once again prevent the dumplng of Jap-
anese textiles and Japanese pottery on the economles
of Europe and the exporting via Japan of the U.,S.,A.'s
unemployment problem, So long as our foreign policy
tin the Pacific basin 1is unpredictable--and I belleve,
{n a1l sincerity, that it 1s, although I do not want
to score any cheap points--so long will our geconomlc
policy also be unpredictable, The Unilted Kingdom,
Australia and South-East Asia are clamouring for a
lead to bs taken in the Paciflc,

"T would like to suggest that, as a constructive
approach, our policy in the Pacific shoula have regard
to the Pacific basin in its entirety. Have we, foOr
instance, with America and the Creat Powers, & pollcy
of sane redistribution of the Pacific? IHave we &
policy of emigration? We may not llke the Japanese,
neither may the Russians nor the Americans, but the
main fact is that the problem of the overwhelming
pressure of population will face the next two decadses
and, unless we can find some policy of sane redistri-
bution of population in the Pacific area, then, once
again, we shall be creating a&n area compared with
which the possibilities of clashes In Germany will be
as nothing. There are other things to be afrald of
which are much more powerful than Communism, I have
heard all the cheap stories about the danger of Com-
~wnism after the 1914-18 war, Hon. Members should
read some of the books, like that of F.L. Allen, Dby
whom it was said in 'Only Yesterday' that America
was expecting to find a Communist under every dining-
'O Onm table N

"From my slight experience in the Far East 1
believe that, unless the white man gets a sane pollcy
tn relation to the coloured races of the world, we
may arouse & world racial issue that will sweep aside
this petty issue of Communlsm and capitallsm, And
all this may be swept up, too, through the unpredictable
foreign policy of the Great Powers in this area.

"Bor these reasons, I ask whether we &re tryilng
to work out a policy of the redistribution of popula-
t1ion and balanced industrialisation, and what 1s our

policy of rural reform? Here Japan taught us some=
thing. Japan took the small dynamo, the motor car,

the truck, and the small engine to the peasant cottage.

Have the Oreat Powers worked out & pclicy copylng some
of that excellsnt example given 1in Japanese industrial

development/
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development? I belleve our policy will lead
ultimately to complete misunderstanding of our
relationship in the British Commonwealtih of Nations,
Have we & clear understanding with the Commonweal th
of Nations and the colonial Dependencles 1n Southe-
rast Asia about the development of the Pacific area?
T believe that 18 essential to the health of the
British Commonwealth of Nations., The Commonwealth

of Nations has @& sontribution to make, as I Saw last
tings of the Commonwealth Parliamentary

conference, but that contribution can be partially
destroyed unless we COmo out now in a forthright
nanner with some clear polilcy on Japan., That 1s why

ence to the Paciflic, no raference
to Japan and no referencs to the entire Far East in
the Gracious Speechu"

In reply Mr. Mayhew, the Under-Secretary of State
for Foreign Affalrs, stated:

"perhaps I may begin, in the short time at my
disposal, by trying to answer the question of iniorma=
tion to Members of Parliament from the government,
which was raised in several parts of my hon, Friend's
speech, Frankly, 1 io not understand this criticism
that information on this subject is 1n any way deniead
to Members of Parliament by the Government. On. the
contrary, I should say that in this respect we had
heen most forthcoming and &8s helpful as we could be
to Members. As my hon. Friend knows, two delegations
of Members of Parliament have visited Japan qulte
recently at Government eXpensSe. As I am sure they
themselves would agree, they were given every facillity
for seeing whatever was possible in Japan. Indeec,

T think it would be falr tO 8say that what these del-
egations dla was very much what the Fact Finding
rommission recommended by my hon. Friend was supposed
to do, if I understand him aright, It went there;
1t investigated many parts of 1ife in Japan today;
1t came back, and it reported very fully to Members
of the Government and to the House of Commons, Hur-
tn the Library of the House of Commons at
this moment are lists and flles of the pollicy declislons
of the Far Eastern Commission, and of the minutes of
the Allied Council.

"My hon. Friend tled me down to one particuler
part of information which he wanted. He wanted Infore-
nation about the Illegal Transactions Investigation
comnittee: he specifically asked for that, and asked
why Members of Parliament should not be allowed tO
mow about this, In this connection he mentioned
the Zaibatsu family. But this information 1s at
this moment in the Library of the House of Commons.,

f further information 1s required than is already
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