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U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

(Pacifie) N
C/0 POSTMASTER, SaN FRaNCISCO

INTERROGATION NO.: 365 PLACEs TOKYO |
(Jepenese Intell. N0.23) DaTE: 16 Nov.1848

Divielon of Origin: Japenese Intelligence Section, G—2,
USSBS.

Subjeect: Briefing end Interrogation of Navy Pllots end
Photographic Reconnalssance.

Person interrogeted and backgroundt
YAMAGUCHI, Moriyoshi, Commander, IJN
1926 - Graduated from the Naval Academy.
1938«1940 -~ Attended Nevel Wer Colleges

1940~-1941 (June) - Hikot=zicho of Yekoheme Air Group.

1941 (June) «~ Becsne Staff Alr NOfficer for 4th Fleet.
(Vice Admiral INOUE)

1943(August) - Beceme training offiecer in tactics and
recognition a2t the Kesumigeure Alr Group.

1943(June) ~ Went to the 202 Air Group in the Celebes as
alr officer and executive officer.

1944(March) = Joined 61st Air Group and then becane
Senior Steff Officer of 1lst Air Fleet.

1944 (Aug.) —~ Went to 2nd Air Fleet under Command of
Vice Admirel FUKUDOME.

1945(Jan) ~ Returned to Homeland and became Chilef of
Generzl Affairs Section of the First Alr
Technical Research Arsenal under Vice
Admirzal TaDA.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building.

Interrogators: Lt. Comdr. Willism H. Botzer USNR
Lt. Comdr. F. Sheckelford, USNR

Interpreter: Lt. Otis Cary, USNR

Allied Dfficers present: None.
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Commander YAMAGUCHI has 3000 hours of flying time and did
his 1l~st combat flying at HANGKOW before he went to the Naval
War College in 1938. While he has not scrved on a carrier, he
has aided in training carrier pilots, and has had considcer=~ble
experience with shore-based grouns.

Both briefing »nd interrogation of pilots were the respon-
sibility of the air officer who was assisted by two or three
regular flying officers. These assistants (HIXOSHEI) without
special training, gathercd together for the air officer all
portinent information concerning the mission. OSometimes rescrve
of Zicers trained as “iOMUSHI" did the seme thing. While the
"HIKOSEI" worked with the Air Group (KOXUTAI) where two or three
"HIKOSHI" also compiled data on wenther, cbmmunications, And.
torget information before a mission, TFollowing a roid, the flight
leader, with the pilots in the flight oresent, reported to the
air officer in the operations room and answered any questlons.
A pilot who disagreed an any of the noints would spesk up.
Later a written revort on a standard form was submitted by the
strike leader; a cony of which went into the ship's log.

During 20 days of a 10-month training course, pilots would
devote half the day to recognition training based on vublications
and movies (poor). This, in the case of a carpler would
be supmlemented by 15 yo 20 days of training at sca, depending
on the ﬁrogram and will of the air officer. DSome attention was
given to fields of fire and the safest apwroaches for attacks,
such training being based on information from the 3rd Dept.,
the Air Technical Research Arsenal and The Tactical Board.

Photograonhic nilots, with 30 hours of s»ecial training,
were often orcanized into units of 8 wlanes (Myrts) toward the
end of the War) which would be assigned to three different
carriers. These 8 plane units would generally have one

"HIYOSHI" trained as a photogrephic intervrecter.
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Qe 1l. What wezs the last active flying you didr
A. HANGKOW before I went to the Naval War College in 1938.
Qe 2. Are you familiar with carrier operations?

A, Y=2s, but I have never had cerrier duty. I have trzined
carrier pi..ots.

Qe S¢ Vizt nrovision wes made for briefing pilots before
they took 043’7 on a2 combet mission?

A.  An offi2er»(dTX0SHT) under the air officer waes responsibdble
for gobiling Ligether information for the 2ir officer to give
the lilots. Be ool weted. communications, weathaer, codes, ete.

Q 4. Was the HIXOSHI attached to the ship or the flying
wid e

A. He is a member of the flying group but since the group
always goes on a pasrticular ship he is elso in substence e

ships air offieer.

Q O« Wes the treining program designed so thet a particular
group (KOKUTAI) would stey vlth a particular ship?

Al Yes, znd the commender of the Group would become the
ships 2ir officer.

Q 6. How meny HIKOSHI would be with group?
Ao Two or three. In addition ezch squedron(HTXOTAL) has

& or 3 who collect information for the HIKOTaI commending
officer.

Q 7. Whet are "YOMUSHI"?

Ao Sometimes they doubled up and served =s HIKOSHI. They
are reserves and the HIKOSHI 2re regulers.

Qe 8. What is the besis for selecting HIXNSHI?

&« At the outset of the wer no particular quslificetions
were required of the HIKOSHI. The intelligence organization
as compeared to your fine one wes very poor. During the war
there was some little imvrovement.

Qe 95 How long have you had the HIKOSHI?

Ao Welve had them o icng time. Originally they helped the
2T offleer on tha flisht declk.

Q< 10. Are the HIKOSHI fliers?

L.  Yes, bu% while serving as HIKOSHI they seldom fly missions,

Qe 1l. What ~s their rank?

-

A+  Usua2lly Ticub.(j.g.) or full Lieutenants.
Q 1. Have ther hnd any special training in intelllgence?

A«  No, that is 2 bad point sbout the Japanesec Navy.
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& 13. To whom ere the pllots responsible efter tekeoff?
A. To the Flag elone, not the Captain of the ship.
Qe 14. How meny hours do you have?

Ao 3,000 including time in flying boets end Francee twin-—
engine reconnzisssnce plenes.

Q 15. Did the Nevy have the seme orgenizetion of HIKOSHI 1n
the.r shore=based Groups?

Ao Yes.
'Q, 16. When they return to the ship, to whom do they report?

A, The Air @fficer is responsible for the interrogation.
The HIKOSHI sssist but the Alr €fflcer conducts it.

Q- 17. WVhen 2 pilot lends, what does he first do?
Ao He goes to the operstions room, which in e tig room, end

is "interroozled" by the air Offleer. The flight lceder, in
the prosence of the pilets on the flight, reports to the 1y

officer snd snsw¥ors sny questions. If one of the pilots on the

flight disegrces, he would state his viewe.
Qe 18. Is @ written report submitted?
Ao Yes, by the flight lezder on & standard form.

19. Were eny such reperts in the materisl found 2t KOFU?

‘::

I thinl: nOﬁo

&

Qe <20. How meny copies are sutmitted?

Ae It verices.

Qe 21. Does & copy of the report ¢o into the shipls log?
Ao Yes.

Q. 22, Would wo find such a report by exemining 2 carrierl!s
log?

Ao Yes, I think so.

Qs 23. Were your pilcots trained in recogsnizing end identify=-

ing Allied shipe' and planes?

Ao Yose.

Qe 24. About how much time was assigned for this treiningi
A. Tor zbout 20 days they devoted helf of their time to
recognition. These 20 days were a part of a 1C months train-
ing course for pllots. I was one of the instructors.

Qe 25. Whet 2ids were employad in recognition treining?

Ae Movies znd recognition menuzls. The movies were PooYe
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Qe 26. Was your informetion fairly well up to date?
Ao Compered to your dete on our plenes, 1t was laugheble.

Qe 27. Did you show fieclds of fire end 1llustrate the safest
spproach for attacks?

A. For your single end twin engine planes, we would simlate
your planes by using ours and have our pilots practice dummy

runs ageinst them. We knew the locetion of your guns and teught
this informestion. '

Qe 28. How did you get this informetion?
A, TFrom the 3rd Dept. and our Tebtical Boeard.

Q 29, What training in recognition was continued after
flight treining? In a cerrier at see, for exemple?

Lo The air officer wes rcsponsible for meking out a progran
end employing it. Standard publicetions on recognition and
the lstest dzts from the General Staff were available on
cerriers. Pilots rcceived 15 to 20 additional hours of
recognition training after becoming earrier basecd.

Q. 30. What public:ztions were there?

"A. Three volumes prepered et YOKSUXA end published by
KOKUHOMEU .

Qe 3l. We would like coples.

A. I will try to ¢ct a set for you.

Qe 32, Was there 2 system of keeplng the books up to dete?
A. Yes, supplementary informstion would be supplied.

Q 33. Tell us ebout your photographice intelli ence.

A. It wes poor but we did our best.

Qe 34. Did you have 3pecially'eqpippod.photographic plancs?
A. Yes, SiIUN(MYRT) was such a plene. It hed both fixed

end port=ble cemeras, SAIUN (MYRT) ususlly flew on photo

missions =t =bout 30,000 feet. Your reder medée our misslons

Qe 35. What did you think wee thc best Allied fighter?

A. P-38%s and F6F's,

Qe 36. Was any instruction . iven to carrier pllots
reqarding whzt to do if forced down at sca?

A. No. 'Thoy hed rubber boatse, but couldn't get them out if
the plenc senk fast. We would seasrch for tien ty plene and

possibly direct ships to them if they geve us their location
before oin;; down.
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Qe 37. What photogrephic planes were besed on carriers?
A, BSAIUN.
Qe 38. Werc photographie squadrons besed on carriers?

A, Not squadrons, but 8 photosraphic plznes would be
divided emong 3 cerrilers.

Q- 39+ Were the photographic pilots specifically trained?

Ae Yes. They were trained both sshore and after btecoming
carrier besed.

Qe 40, How meny hours of training would these pilots have?

a&. Thirty.

Q. 4l. Were thcre any specially trzined interpreters with
the photographice units or on the ship?

A. One HIKOSHI attechcd to the unit would be trzined in
photoyrephic interpretaticn.

Qe 42. How did you get your technicel informeation on our
plenes?

A. Ailr Technicel Resesreh Arscnal personnel would supply
dete 2nd in 2ddition we would secure informstion from your
megsezines.

Qe 43. How meny personnel worked on technicel anelysis
of Allied equipnent?

A. Ten offiecers 2nd ten civiiiane.

Qe 44. How many enlisted persoenncl?

A.  150.

Qe 45. EHow meny plenes were in your basic fighter section?

A. Two units of 2 vleznes each. It wzs not too cffective
beceause of our poor pilots and equipnent.

Qe 46 Towerd the end of the War whet qualitics were you
plenning to emphesize in your future pl:nes?

A. There was no sueh progrem. KaMIKAZE etto-cks were the
only thin, s left.
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