HEZADQUARTZERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 224
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO., 482 PLACE: Tokyo
DATE: 2 December 1¢45
Division of Orizin: Militery Analysise

Subject: amplification of Answer & to Questionnaires submitted to the Wer
Ministry.

Personnel Interrogated: Lt Col TANAXKA, Koji (for Backeround tee Interrogation
No. 2%8).

Where Interrogcated: Meiji Building
Interrocator: Major McELWAIN, GoC
Interpreter: Lt Comdr NICEOLS, USNR
sllied Officer Present: Capt HaSXINS, MI.
5 UMMaRY
(1) This interrogation is sunplementory to uU. cB5 = 288.

(2) Lt Col TalhKa stated that since his last interrozation his only job has
been to work for the Militery analysis Divieion Cuestionnaires and that
accordingly the views he gives on subjecte of which he has no personeal
knowledeze are the views of officers whom ne has consulted and who have
nersonal knowledge, '

(2) Lt Col TalNakK~ has personal xnowledge of the Rabeul - Liew ~uinea operat-
ions because he was on the scene as Sterlf Officer in the 8th area arny
(Hg. debeul) from Sept 1942 to Sept 1¢4Z. Thereafter, having been assign-
ed to the Cperations Division of GHQ, he has a knowledse of operations 1in
all theetres, as seen from TOKYO,

(4) Col Ta%dKu'S knowlodgs of tho surme theatre during 142 and 1942 1is very
weak. |
Since during that wneriod he was 1n Rabaul. 3ut he hes a general knowledge
of Burma from Sept 1242 to the end of the wer. Ye steted that there wes
no one in Tokyo who knew much about uarne overctions,

(5) This interrogation covers a variety of problems which were left 1n doubt
by the enswere to the M.A.Li, questionnaires, and should be read with the
gquestionneires, |
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ABSTrICTaD

q. Referring to,ur snswers to lildteky *bnplysié‘%uestionnsirta o1, 4 Ball
your ottention to the perezre he dealinz with the sp-called "stratezic
reserve" in Menchurie. That was made up, according to the responses 10 the
questionnesires, of severrl tacticel units which remrined there until movec.
to the Philipvines in May of 1944, Wers the pilots assigned to those units
2t the cezinning of the war the pilots who moved to the Philivpines in May
of 19<<; or had the pilots originelly r~scicned to those units previously
benn moved out to combet units in ective theaterss

4. Pilots from the Menchurisn units were often trensferred to units in New
Guinea 2s r-plescements, Meny of them went to Japan, vicked uv nlenes, ferriec
th-m couth snd remeined in the units to which they wrre sesiecned., The pilots
who ceme to the Philipoines in May with the 2nd Flying Division were for the
most port inexneriencec.,

. Were replecement pilots also sent from units in Chine to forwerd erecs!
. A. S0t normelly. Pilots ususlly steyed with the Chine-bhreed units until they
were lost. 5y 1«2 most of the originel Chine pilote were casualtics end
China wee beins given the lowast oriority in the matter of revmlacement
vilots, &s e result, the pilotes sent to Chine were the worst in the entire
)

ir Force. BEven in 1%4Z, some of the pilote hrd lees then 150 hours when
they were sent to China,

G. I teke it thet Chine snd Surma hed lower priority then New Guineal

hs That 1s correct.

T/0 Strensth st Seeinning of War

G. Referrins esein to the enewers to Cuestionneire 41 . 4t 18 steted in general
terme thet the "army" wes below T/0 strensth gt the ‘exinnine of tha wWor.
o you teen thet it wee uncder strength in »ilots, in plenes, or bothi

A, The Japenese uarmy Air Force was under T/C etrenszth in both pilots and plenes
2t the besinnine of the wer,

(. Durins the esrly mornines of 8 December 12-1 (Fhilippines time), radar eouip-
ment on the weet coast of Luzon renorted the presence of unidentified air-
craft over the China Sea. Do you know of any flizhts of Javan-se planes oOver
the Chins fea on that mornins before the Jevansse army ~ttack on Sasuio and
Tucuezareo pbout 09207

A. I know of no Japocnese Army nlrnes Dbeine over the Chine cee before the attack
on Tuguecerao., I em not familisr with the Jepenese Levy oparations.

-

BAurme. Campailsn

(.. Heferrin: to Questionnaire =21, the enswer ¢tntec that the 8th, 50th encd
leth Tikosentai left the Philivoines for 3urms ~bout 2 January 1¢<<. The
snswer nowhere stetes the number of plenes involved in this move. Cen you
sive us en estimate?

4. These units were below strength at the time of the trensfer becruse they had
suffered losses and had not received replecements. sccordinoly, 1 estimate
the =trength of these unite as follows:

o0th I'k 25 fizhters
8tn F=x 16 lizht bombers
i l-th ¥« 12 medium bombers
52 totel

. The 1l4th i wee movec to arme by vey of ionoi. While =t iiancil it atteok~d
Chincee inetallations near Mokisne (7)), ond lost about O planes,
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Malayan Campeisn

Q. Referring to the answere {06 Militery Anelysis Divieion Cuestionnaire %<,
it sppears that Z,000 sorties were flown by the Japanese Army Kl loree
ageinst Singapore during December, I wonder whether you could give me any
further details,

a. The 2,000 sorties includes fighter esorties in supnort of bomber missions,
It covere the last half of December 1¢4l.

Q. are you oositive thet many sorties were flown? Other officers heve gurrest-
ed that the figure may be high.

A, I am cuite nositilve.

¢, Would you then eay thet the Jeoanese =fiort ageinst Singapore was the lars-
ect snd most sustained effort ever conducted by the Jevnanese Air Forcsze
(excludine the suicide eftfort of the Okinawe cemnaisn)?

A, I believe that 1t was,

Repulse end Prince of Wales

Q, What type plenes sank the Renulse +nd. Prince of Walesft
A, Type 6 heavy oombers (Well),
Q. Did any Type 1 (Betty) :avy bombers nerticipate?

A, No, I don't think any ware in the area.

G. Accordinz to the answers to Questionnair- =2, the Jepaness: hich commend e&-
timated ot the bYesinning of the war that they would be opnosed by €50
Allieé planes in the Malayan campeign. Neverthelsss they committed only

about «N) army planes and 100 Navy planes 10 that campaizn. OCan you ex-
plain?

A, The =stimeted 650 planes included all types, many of them obsolete., We
helieved that the ouality of our nilots and planes wes superior and that
we therefore could win over weisht of numbers, In fact, the Jan-nese re-
co niz-d from the first that they woulcd often be inferior in numbers of
circrait ond counted primarily uoon the ocuelity of the individuel aircraft
and the exosrience of their pilote, We first renlized that this concent
wee folse when for the first time we met the reel american Air Force at Gued-
alcanal,

J.u?_b_?‘u_]_._

Q. You were #t Rebsul during 1¢«2 ond 1647, Do you recall how mony Hevy vlenes
were maintained there on enaveregel

A, Between 200 snd 200,

G. Referrinz to Militery snelysis Division Questionnaire 2 snd sc, can you
explain the fisuree given with respect to the lst end 1llth Hikosentalrs

i, The lst 2nd 1llth Hikosentei ceme to Truk from Soerobaya by carrier with
about 100 plence¢, of which about 24 were treatecd &8 Trescrves, They weares
ferried from Truk to Reboul 2nd o'l but & were sreduelly lost during the
next 5 months. Neither unit <ver r-ceived sny renlacemsntis, ond when they
returned to Jepen, they left the 2 remeining 9lanae behin? then.
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¢. How about the «Eth end 208th Hikorentai!

i. These two unite came to Truk from Jepen by cArrier with #bout 30 lizht
vombers erch. DMecheanicel difficulties 2t Truk end lossces in ferrying the
plenes from Truk toO Habaul reduced their strencsth upon arrivel 2t Rebeul
to about 20 nlanee ecch.

C. ~ow diéd the loth Hikosenteai reech Aebeul?

s, Flenes of the l-th Hikosentai were flown from Zurme to -nbrul in Jenuary
1 B WAR

w =L . g

. Yow about the 1&th Hikosenteir

£. The 12th Eikosentai wes the first unit to fly its nlenes couth from Japan
to Rebeul by way of the ferry route through the Phili mpines and elonz the
north coast of liew Guinea.

(.. When did the 1Zth Hikosentel arrive in Rebaul?
ne Sometime in May 1¢<8,
G. Fow did the l-th Hikodan (68th and 78th Hikosentei) reach sabaul?

A. The 78th Hikosentai flew down the ferry route throuaxh the Philin»oines,
The 68th Hiosentai ceme to Truk by cerrier.

G. Whet was the strensth of the 58th Hikosantai when it reech-C debeaul?

A. sbout 20 plenes, about 16 hed been loet 1in the ferry flight from Truk,
.. How sbout ferry losses 1n the 78th Hikosenteir?

A. Thet too lost about 16 nlense out of 26 hetween Jonen end Rabeul.

C. What wes the ferry route from the Philippines to Raveul in 1%-&f

A. ¥rom Kyushu, plenes flew to Teihoku on rormosa, sither by way of Nahe or
Sher..-hei. They then flew to H:ito, on .“ormose, lienile, Daveo (sometines
with 2 stop et Cebu), Galela (Halmahere), 32bo, Hollendie enc Wewek, Frlanes
for use in the Zest Netherlends Sast Indies ordinerily flew to Menecdo (Cel-
cbes) and then to liemlee or ambon, Meneco wes cometimes used es en alter-
nate for Gelele,

¢. What wes the condition of the fielcds?
A. B2bo and liemlee hed concrete runways, 4£ll1 the rest were un' eved.,
Q. What were the repair facilities alonz the route?

A, At this time, nothinz but the ¢imnlest repairs coulc be made ot ny of thesc
fields. It wee imposeible to fix lendins wesr or chenge engines at any of
them. axs r cone=squence, eny failure of the lendins ~eer Oor any "intern~1"
engine failure resulted in the junkins of the plane, The fields themselves
were s0 poor that lending zeer feilure wes comnrmon. 3ut the sreetest ceuse
of breskdowns at o1l times Aduring the wer was the poor workmanshio ard (.a-
si-n of the plenes cominz out of Jepan., In acdition, the skill of the re-

. nlacement pilots we were gettins wes poor, and as time went on it became
woree and wOorse,

Wewak Strilzes 17-18 Aucust 19<2

e — — S — — A —— S —— .

Q. Do you recall the alli:=d eir attacks on the Wowak eirfields on 17-18 ~au-ust
1G<27

v =0

-ﬂ-. I do &
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het were the reasons for the larze Jananese losses?

Wewak wae the end of the ferry route. It's ielde accordingly were loaded
with plenes which hed been delivered but which hac not been assicned to eny
units., In edcition, there were many unservicesble Hlanes on the field which
were sweiting repeirs or could not be revaired. The fields at Wewak were
too smell at this time and trere wes no nossibility of dispersal.

Dic. you essemble these slanes knowing that the fielde wsre within range of
alliecd fighters?

Wo. We thousht we were out of renge:
Whet cemace wes cone by the attacks!?
sbout 120 planes were cestroyeds

Photo reconneissence indiceted thet eubstantislly more planes were cestroyec
Heve you eny cormment?’

The fizure 120 ineludes corviceable plenes only., In oddition te theese
plenes there may heve been anserviceshle esircraft which showed. in your photc
reconneissance as destroyed in this ~ttack but which actually ealrescy hadc.
been ciscrraed,

Whet effect Gid the sttacks heve on Jepencse 71T cspabiliti=e in New Guinea

It reduced our operational etrensth to 2 hendful of vlanes and seriously
reterded. =11 our plens,

~urme-~China

Whet was the ourmose of the ni ht ~ttecks on Celcutte which took vlecs in
the winter of 1C-2-<«Il

I know rlmoet nothins sbout onerations in 3urma ¢ince I was naver in South-
cast nsia,

Who coes know cbout -urme and. Southerst asiart

slmost evsryone who particineted in that campai.n efter July 1942 is still
in Sinsepore or Saicon, ..lmost no one in Tokyo knows enything sbout 1it.,

Con you <ive us the names of anyone in the Southern aAres whom we mirh¥ 1n-
terrogete!

nlmost sny eteff officer of the J4rd Kokusun, In nerticuler, Lt Col XOJIMa,
73kuo. Thie officer knows all there is to now about the raids on Calcutte.
In #cCition, he nlenned the sttacke on 3. pwin which took plece in June of
16<%, I believe he is #t veigon,

ell, do you Imow waat wee the nrimery miceion of the Japanase Army slr
Torcee in sBurnaf

To interdict the eir trensoort route from Incdia to China,
Why cic you not make & areater effort?

The kebeul-New Guines opsretion was <iven &0 hi~h e »riority thet we were
never able to emrss o sufficient force, For exemple, in October 1E<d the
22pd ond 77th Hikosentei moved into furme from Manchurie for the vurnose of
intercentine transports flying the Humo, but they had only b“een there &
short time when they were moved to New (uinea,
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China.

(L« What wes the miseion of the Jepensse .rmy .ir Force in Chine in the first
6 months of 1SG{27

A, First, we were to support the zround ~tteck on Hongkon,, Therecafter, the
unite in China reverted l-raoely to a treinines status,

Q. Whet wag the quality of plenes and pilote assi-ned to the Chine theeter
efter 1 July 1942%1

A, The worst plenes ~nd vilots went to Chine. .t thet time Ki <2 (Oscer) was
' zraduelly revmlecing XI 27 (Nete) o8 the stenderd Jepenese fighter, but Ki
<2 reached Chine last,

. Woe Ki <5 (Nick) ever used in Chine =t this time?

#e No, Ki <O wes firet used in New Guinea by the 12th Fikosentei in the summer
of 1¢<Z, sbout the same time it was assion»cd to the <lst Hikosentai which
was cher~ed with the cdefense of Pelembencs,

Q. Were the units in Chine up to T/0 strenzth in 19<2 and 16427
ne No, they were 20% below strencth.

Q. 20 thet to et an averace sircraft strencth for Chins curine this Jsriod we
shoulc eseume thet ths unite lieted in the responese to CQuestionncire sl
ware ot 80% of 7/0 etrencth.

ne Thet i correct.
“ollandie

Q. Will you zive an account of the Jru~nese losses et Hollencia in Merch and
April 19447

A, riollandie wes then the end of the ferry route, just-es Wewak hacd been the
summer before, In addition, we hed becun to build ~ depot a2t Hollendia.
There were meny nlenes at Hollendis which ¢ic not heve crews - mlanes which
hed not meen d=livered to eny unit and »leones which were uncder renair,
Throush whet secns to me the nexligence of those in chrroe, these planes
were never nroperly disnersed, It weas not thou-ht thst Hollendie was with-
in rence of your fishters, but Wewek should heve be-n 2 sufficisnt lesson.
I do not know how many planes interceoted ths firset nllied attecks or how
many were cestroyed. When the landin.s ectuelly ceme, we had only e handful
of plenes left end we sent them azeinst the beach heads., Only 4 or 5 sct-

ally attecked., :

Qe «fter dollendie, did the Novy move into Few Guinee?

ne The Nevy expected ean snllied sttack on Peleu., It dic not have a sufvicient
number of fi-hter plenes or recce plenes to protect Palmu, #n¢ cccordinzly
in the sprin~s of 1%«-, two army recce reziments anc one fizhter reciment
operetec. undcer Nevy control from North New CGCuiner boases, In ecdition, the
Nevy brousht land besed plenes from Sinsrepore aree to protect Peleu,

Ce oIter Hollendia, did the Jenensse 4ir Force acdopt = policy of conservinz
ite e2irereft ptren-thi

#e Yes, nlthouch there wre come disnute within the hi~h commend, it wes final-
ly decided that we did not heve sufficient stren~th to onpose your advence
olong the New Guinca coest, ond we cecifed to hold beek rnd build ud str-
enzth for the defense of the Philinpines. We did wmlrn, however, to use &
smell force to defend Morotei., 3ut » felre alerm esbout 1 Sentember 1G4
with respect to lancines in the Philippines lec us to withérew all our rir
strencth to the Philivnines before the lendings on lorotai took place
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