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The Necessity of Vocational Education in China
BRESHREREA — S RREE

~ Since China has thrown open her doors to foreign
trade, we are indeed fortunate to have the opportunity
of studying in schools modeled upon Western lines. Bat
among thousands upon thousands of boys and girls who
come to the schools and graduate from them, not mo:é‘
than one third are able to receive higher training. The
rest have to enter business life after finishing their
middle course. Possessing oﬁly common knowledge, they
are not competent to take up any particular trade and
therefore fail in the work to which they put their
hands. - ' -
The relation of school work to the future career of
the pupil is a problem of vital importance. This is in
keeping with the trend of modern educational events in
the Western nations where the main cause of students
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leaving school at the age of twelve or thirteen yearsis
due to the fact that their families are not rich enough to
support them ai school. But on account of their good
training, they are able fo render useful services in
apprenticeship, and fit themselves for business as soon as
they reach the stage of youth. To a certain extent
the standard of living of Western peoples is responsible
for these good results. The aim of Western modern
education is to fit the students for the practical work of
everyday life. This ideal has given birth to vocational
education, which is receiving very much atfention in the

West at the present time and has produced remarkable
results. '

Vocational education is the most essential factor of
success in life. Purthermore, vocational education paves .
'the way for commercial prosperity and industrial
development. It is vocational education that gives the
spirit of noble independence to the students, and raises
the standard of living of the people. It is vocational
education that leads the schools to codperate with society.
In short, vocational education is the foundation of the
cultural prog_fess of & nation.

Allied to vocational education is voeational diserimi-

nation which is the effort of an iﬁtelligent selection of a
~ profession on the basis of adequate knowledge and
natural bent. Attention to this great problem promotes
‘careful preparation for one’s life career and removes
aimless drifting after Ieaviﬁg school.
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- In view of the _..pecﬁl_iar situation in which China

needed. As the effects of vocational education are
numerons and far-reaching, it is advisable to draw atten-
tion to several salient points whioh are worthy of serious
consideration. ' '

In the first place, vocational education is of special
importance to China from the commercial point of view.
In the present age men of all occupations_ cannot get
along without ‘education. It is no longer questionable
that in business life education is essential to success.
But how many Chinese business houses are employing
ignorant boys instead of cducated students 1 -This is

why the commerce of China‘has been on the decline. Old . .

business methods cannot be easily reformed, because
the old-fashioned merchants are entirely ignorant of

- modern business methods and they do not care to acquire

new knowledge. Thus_ in order to overcome these
obstacles to the progress of business, vocational education
has proved to be an indispensable feature of natiomal
education. v

In the second place, vocational education brings on
industrial development in _China. .The Chinese have been
an agricultural people. They will soon become an in-

dustrial people. Now the development of the industries -
‘of a country is mainly dependent upon the nature of the

industrial education of the people. China has a great
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wealth of natural resources azid she has reasons to be
- proud of the abundance of her produces. Yet she can-
not use her raw-materials to advantage without the help
of able men equipped with industrial knovjvledge-. Tt is
evident that the other nations will take out of her hands
her chances of industrial progress uniess: she seis out at
once to develop her natural resources. If vocational
education is widely enforced, the 1mprovement of mdus-_
trles will be cerfain.

In the third place, the spread of vocatlonal educatlon
- is an effectnsl stimulus to the diffusion of knowledge
. among the people. It will establish confidence in the
practical character of modern training given by voca-
. tional educational institutions. There will be an increase
of men who seek the advantages of vocational education.
There is no doubt that in time vocational education will
become more popular than ever.

However, this does not mean that general education
can be dispensed with and that vocational education
alore can make China strong. Both must be fostered
because the one supplements the other and works, collec-
tively {o raise the people’s standard of living. Itisto
be earnestly hoped that our educationalists will . en-
courage the people to embrace widely this form of
. education which is sure to produce gratifying results |

“that will insure the permanent prospenty of th;s great
land of ours,
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‘The Affinity of Love
o | A speech dclivered in the English-Speaking Society of the
Normal School, Peking)

b R R B RES R

‘ GE&TLEMII"I ‘

I beg to say a few words on “ The Affinity of Love.”’
What does this subject mean ? Let me use some features
of chemistry for the purpose of illustrafion. You all
know that in certain cases two different elements undergo
a chemical change when they are put together; in other
' cases,  the situation is different. Do you know what is
the reason 3 It is 'due to the factor of affinity; thus we
have the term of chemical affinity. When two elements
are put together, you expect some development; but on
the contrary no development is observed on account of
affinify. This is a natural law which can ounly be demon-
strated in the laboratory.

A similar law is at work among each 1nd1v1dua1 of
mankind. We all know that we all love our parents,
brothers, and sisters. Why do we do so ? The reason
is not far to seek. We love our parents because they
have been very kind to us. We love our brothers and
sisters, because they come from the same parental stock.
'~ We love our friends because we like them on account of
their good character and learning. Again, we love the
domestiz animals and do not care for wild animals, such
as figers ‘and wolves. We do not love our enemies ner
do we welcome robbers, This is all due to the affinity
"of love, '
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The degree of love in’individuals. varies propor-
tionately according to the intensity of love affinity in
them. The more extensive is the love affinity, the deeper
will be the love; and vice versa. People love their
parents more than they love the others, purely because
the love affinity existing between parents and children is
more extensive than that existing between other groups
of individuals. It is often noticed that we hardly
assoclate with new schoolmates during the first few weeks
of the academic year because love affinity has not been
established between us and the newcomers. As time
goes on, association is developed. The fact is thatl as

love affinity inereases, the social ties become stronger and
stronger. "

By observing the love affinity of individuals, we can
see how & nation is governed by the same principle. If
this affinity gains a firm footing in a nation, she is bound
to flourish ; otherwise, she will fall. Taking for compari-
son India on the one hand and European powers on the
other, my words should carry conviction. As to China,
the reasons of her weakness are maxnifold; but it will be
granted that the absence of an extensive love affinity in
Chinese society constitutes one of the chief causes of her
weakness. Unless I am mistaken, the first thing to do
to strengthen China is to magnify our social love affinity
through urnification. Therefore, {o unite the elements of
division in China is the ideal policy of acbieving our
cherished dream of a strong and prosperous China,
thus averting, once for all, the dangers of national
perdition. h



