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DELEGATES 

TO THE 

ANNUAL CONVENTION. TWENTY-SIXTH 

Organizations. 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers 

Barbers’ International Union 

Bill Posters and Billers 

Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood 
of. 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

Bookbinders, International Brotherhood 
of. 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union 

Brewery Workmen, International Union 
of United.. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 

Brushmakers’ International Union 

Carpenters and Joiners, United Brother- 
hood of... 

Carpenters and Joiners. Amalgamated 
Society of 

Carriage and Wagon Workers, Int'l. 

Car Workers, International Asso. of 

Cement Workers, American 
hood of. 

Brother- 

9 

aw 

No. of 
votes for 
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delegate. 

ws 

68 

65 

O4 
64 

64 

64 
90 

90 

90 
90 
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Name and address of delegates, 

A. A. Myrup, 507 N. Paulina st., Chicago, Il. 
%. Schirra, Hotel Reeg, Third and Middle sts., 
Allegheny. Pa. 

W. E. Klapetzky, Box 976, Los Angeles. Cal. 
Frank X. Nozchang, Box 397, Albany. N. Y. 
James C. Shanessy, 603 Burlington Bidg., St. 

Louis, Mo. 
Jacob Fischer. Box 107, Indianapolis, Ind. 
John J. Whitehead, Bijou Theater, Minneap- 

olis, Minn. 
J. W. Kline, 585 Monon Bidg., Chicago. Dl. 
P. H. Cummins, 42 McDonnell st., Amsterdam, 
| & # 

J. J. Henry. 346 Fuller st., St. Paul, Minn. 
George F. Dunn, 314 Portsmouth Bldg., 

sas City. Kan. 
Thomas H. Flynn, 210 Ferguson Bldg., Pitts- 

burg, Pa. 
W.L. A. Johnson 
Kan. 

bs 

Kan- 

1331 Western ave., Topeka, 

Robert Glockling, 39 Agnes st., Toronto, Ont. 
John F. Tobin, 246 Summer st., Boston, Mass. 
C. E. James, 246 Summer st., Boston, Mass. 
John P. Murphy, 246 Summer st.. Boston, Mass. 
J. F. Casey, 111 Arcade Bldg., Brockton, Mass. 
Emmet T. Walls, Box 409, Brockton, Mass. 
Louis Kemper. 109 Odd Fellows’ Temple, Cin- 

cinnati, Ohio. 
John Gannon. care of F. Maier, 200 Russell st., 

Detroit, Mich. 
John Sullivan. 198 Bowery New York City. 
A. J. Kugler, 66 S. Orange ave., Newark. N. J. 
Chas. Hank, Room 509, 56 Fifth ave., Chicago, 

Til. o 
Frank Butterworth, 711 Preston st., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Frank M. Ryan, 517 Superior Bidg., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Garry Kelly. 58 E. 117th st.. New York City, 
Wm. J. McCain, 1112 Locust st., Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Andrew H. Law. 157 Sheffield ave., Brooklyn, 
We as 

Frank Duffy, Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
T. M. Guerin. 290 Second ave., Troy, N. Y. 
J. E. Potts, 30 Hanover st., Boston, Mass. 
Wm. D. Huber. Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
J. D. MeKinlay, 5715 Shields ave., Chicago, Il. 
W. B. MeFarlane, 154 Potomac ave., Buffalo, 

N. Y. 
A.M. Swartz, 1410 Sandusky st., Allegheny, Pa. 

‘ 

Herbert Crampton, 28 Abbott Court, Chicago, 
‘ 
die . 

Henry C. Stein, 444 K st. N. W., Washington, 
D. C. 

P. F. Richardson, 1205 Star Bldg., 356 Dearborn 
st., Chicago, Ill. d 

Frank Gengenback, 212 S. Halstead st., Chi- 
eago, ill. 

P. H. Molloy, 212 S. Halstead st., Chicago, Ill. 



Iv. 

Organizations. 

Cigarmakers’ International Union 

Clerks’ International Protective Asso- 
ciation, Retail 

Commercial Telegraphers 

Coopers’ International Union... 

Elecriical Workers,International Broth- 
erhood pacientes Jone 

Elevator Constructors, i International 
Union of.... ‘ 

Engineers, International Union of Steam 

Firemen, International Brotherhood Of 
Stationary 

Fitters and Helpers, International As- 
sociation of Steam................ a 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes............. 

Foundry Employes, International Broth- 
erhood of ; hd 

Freight Handlers and Warehousemen.. 

Fur Workers, International Association 
of. ; Loos 

Garment Workers, United.... 

Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association ..... ; 

Glass Workers, Amalgamated. 

Glass Workers, Window 

Gold Beaters’ National Union............. 

Granite Cutters’ International Associa- 

Grinders and Finishers, 
Blade. 

Pocket Knife 

No. of 
delegates. 

No. of | 
votes for | 
each | 

delegate. 

79 

78 
78 
: 

DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

Name and address of delegates. 

Samuel Gompers, 423 G st., W ashing- 
ton, D. C. 

Thomas F. Tracy, 11 Appletonst., Boston. Mass. 
J. Mahlon Barnes, Dearborn st., Chicago. 
George R French, 820 Monon Blk., Chicago, Ill. 
John T,. Smith, 112 Locust st., Kansas City, Mo. 
H. J. Conway, Box 1581, Denver, Colo. 
Max Morris, Box 1581, Denver, Colo. 
A. B. Lobenberg, Decatur, Il. 

een Robinson, 25 Third ave., New York 
Jity. 

D. F. Manning, 423 G st. N.W,, Washington, D,C, 
Daniel L. Russell, 239 W. 134th st., New York 

City, 
James A, Cable, Suite A, Meriwether Build- 

ing, Kansas City, Kan. 
a Bablitz, 950 Manchester st,, Lexington, 

N. W., 

Prank J.MeNulty, Pierick Bldg. Springfield, Ill. 
Wm. E. Kennedy, 136 W. 

Cal. 
Stephen J. Fay, 

Tl. 

21st st., Los Angeles, 

2880 Greenshaw st,, Chicago, 

Frank Feeney, 2336S. 15th st,,Philadelphia, Pa. 
Matt Comerford, 595 E, 7th st., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
R. A, McKee, 606 Main st., Peoria, Ill, 
Henry Ketter, 821 Oliver st., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
P. C. Winn, 1668 N. Sawyer ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Timothy Healy, 198 Bowery, New York City. 
C. L. Shamp, 2502 N. 18th st., Omaha, Neb. 
J. W. Morton, Rooms 2-4, 2502 N. 18th st.,Oma- 

ha, Neb. 
James M. Cumming, New York 

City, 
John Mangan, 4222 Wentworth ave., Chicago, 

Tl 

45 Morton st,, 

A.E. Kellington, 122 Corn Exchange, Minneap- 
olis, Minn, 

George Bechtold, 3126 Oregon ave,, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

P. J. Flannery, 210-12 S. Halsted st., Chicago, 
Tl. 

Hugo V. Koch, 327 Somerset st., St. Paul. 
Minn. 

T. A, Rickert, 206 La Salle st., Chicago, Il. 
B. A. Larger. 116 Bible House, New York City. 
Miss Sarah Hagan,312 14thst.SanFrancisco,Cal. 
M.A. MeMahon. 116 Bible House,New York City 
D. A. Hayes, Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, 

Pa. 
Harry P. Hoag. 1932 N. 13th st., 

Ind. 
Walter West, 108 E. 91st st., New York City. 
Arthur L. Faulkner, Rooms 417-420 Electric 

Building, Cleveland, O. 
Crarence L. Tarr, Rooms 

Building, Cleveland O. 
James B. McCabe, 312 6th st.. New York City. 
James Dunean, Hancock Bldg., Quincy, Mass. 
Charles Delaney, 1667 Lexington ave., New 
York City. 

Isaac Coombe, 
ies 

Thomas H. Lockwood, 631 Stillman st., Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

Martin Lawlor, 11 Waverly Pl., New York City. 
Jas. P. Maher, 11 Waverly Pl., New York City. 
Thos. Donovan, 11 Waverly Pl., New York City. 

Terre Haute, 

417-420 Electric 

145 Railroad ave., Brooklyn, 



DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

Organizations. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 

Horse Shoers, International Union of 
Journeymen...... ; 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ Inter- 
National Alliance ..... 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gamated Association of : sacle 

Jewelry Workers’ Union, International..| 

Lathers, Wood, Wire and Metal 

Laundry Workers. Shirt, Waist and 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods......... 

Lithogr seeeee s’ International Associa- 
tion. 

Longshoremen’s Association, Interna- 
national 

Machinists, International Association of 

Marble Workers, International Associa- 
tion of... 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.....| 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, ete 

Metal Workers. Amalgamated Sheet. 

Mine Workers, United 

Molders’ Union, Iron........ ; 

delegates. 

No. of 
votes for 

each 
delegate. 

Thomas S. Farrell, 60 Public 

| Lewellyn Lewis, 

| Frank Freeman, 

| John Mitchell, 1111 State Life Bidg., 

| TL. 

Valentine Barie, 

Name and address of delegates. 

H. A. Stemburgh, Rooms 80-83 Wieting Block, 
Syracuse, N. Y, 

Herman Lilien , 6638 Evans ave., Chicago, Ill. 
| D.D. Driscoll, Box C, Station A, Boston, Mass. 
| J. J. Fitzpatrick, Suite 501.277 LaSalle st., Chi- 

cago, Ill. 
T. J. Sullivan, 82 Franklin ave.. 
Jere L. Sullivan, Commercial 

Cincinnati, O. 

Hartford, Conn. 
Tribune Bldg., 

Square, Cleve- 
“7s oO. 
P. J. McArdle, Room 

burg, Pa. 
John Williams, Room 503, House 

burg, Pa 
W. 

Ferry, O. 
Wm. C. Wulff, Chicago, Il. 
Wm. J. MeSorley, 401 Superior Bldg., 
land, O. 

Frank C. Roth, 207 28th Place, Chicago. Ill. 
J. W. Smiley, Box 11, Station 1, Troy, N, Y. 
Mrs. D. S. Hyde, Box 11, Station 1, Troy, N. Y. 
John J. Pfeiffer, 438 Gibralter Bldg., Kansas 

City, Mo 

506, House Bldg., Pitts- 

Bldg., Pitts- 

Fayette st., Martin's 

Cleve- 

Lawrence Johnson, 3124 Utahst., St. Louis, Mo. 
Daniel J. Keefe, 601 Elks Temple, Detroit, Mich. 
Henry C. Barter, 603 Elks’ Temple. Detroit,. 
Mich. 

Thos. Harrison, 618 Philip st., New Orleans, La 
Cornelius Wild, 71 Main st., Buffalo, N. Y. 
James Walsh, 620 Second ave. East, Duluth, 

Minn. 
James O'Connell, 

D. C. 
James J. Creamer, 619 China st.., 
George H. Wurner, 

City. 
Arthur E. Ireland. Room 305, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

McGill Bldg., Washington, 

Richmond, Va. 
123 Liberty st.. New York 

Arnfeld Bldg.., 

Stephen C. Hogan. 632 Eagle ave 
City. 

M. Donnelly, 5424 Morganst., Chicago, Il. 
Homer D. Call, Box 517, Syracuse, N. Y. 
A. B. Grout, Neave Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 

219 Belmont ave., Newark, 

. New York 

N. J. 
Hugh Frayne, Box 447, Scranton, Pa. 
P. J. Downey, 325 Nelson Bldg., Kansas City. 
Mo. 

Fred A. Paulitsch, 
City, Mo. 

325 Nelson Bldg., Kansas 

In dianap- 
olis, Ind. 

W. B. Wilson, 
olis, Ind. 

Lewis, 1120 State Life Bldg., 
Ind. 

W. D. Ryan, Marine 
Tl 

1101 State Life Bldg., In dianap- 

Indianapolis, 

Bank Bldg.’ Springfield, 

| John Fahy, Exchange Hotel, Shamokin, Pa. 
| John T. Dempsey, 407 

Ga. W. 
| Jos. F. 

-auli Bldg., Scranton, Pa. 
Savage, 75 R uggery Bldg.. Columbus, O. 
“Valentine Box 699. Cincinnati. O. 

E. J, Denny, Box '699, Cincinnati, O. 
John Bradley, 58 Market st., Poughkeepsie, 

N. Y. 
George M. Digel, 782 S. Main st,, Memphis, Tenn. 

4610 Carltonst., Pittsburg. Pa. 



Vi. DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

Organizations. 

Musicians, American Federation of 

Painters, Decorators and Paper Hang- 
ers ; bs vette 

Paper Makers, United Brotherhood of... 1 

Pattern Mukers’ League. zt 1 
Photo-Engravers’ Union, International.) 1 | 

Piano and Organ Workers’ Union.. 1 
Plate Printers’ Union, Steel and Copper 1 

Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Oper- 

Printing Pressmen’s Union, Interna- 
tional 

Quarry workers, International Union 

Railroad Telegraphers, Order of.... 

Railway Employes, Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation of Street 

Roofers. Damp and Waterproof Work- 
ers, International Brotherhood of 
Composition 

Seamen’s Union, International. 

Shingle Weavers’ Union, International..| 1 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ International. 1 

Stage Employes, Theatrical. 

Switchmen’s Union of North America 

Tailors’ Union, Journeymen 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood 
of... 

No. of | 
votes for | 

each 
delegate. 

Name and address of delegates. 

Joseph N, Weber, 1344 Broadway, Cincinnati, O, 
Owen Miller, 3535 Pine st., Cincinnati, O. 
— Spiegl, Room 48, Good Block, Denver, 

Colo. 

David A. Carey, 95 Markham st., Toronto, Ont. 
J, C. Skemp, Drawer 199, LaFayette, Ind. 
James P. Archibald, 236 E. &6th st., New York 

City. 
George Finger, 320 Commonwealth ave., West- 

chester, New York City. 
James Lueas, 621 30th st., Chicago, Tl. 
* F. Holton, 222 Lackawanna ave., Scranton, 

"2. 
i Mellor, 22 Smith Bldg., Watertown, 

James Wilson, Neave Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 
H. E. Gudbrandsen, 28380 14th ave. S., Minneap- 

olis. Minn. 
Charles Dold, 849 N. Irving ave., Chicago, Il. 
Edward L, Jordan, Ballston, Va. 
Thos. Clark, 61 E. 39th st., Chicago, Il. 
Thomas G, Badgley, 22 Brookside ave,. Irving- 

ton, N. J. 
Frank J. Kennedy, 432 S. Claremont ave., Chi- 
eago. Til. 

Thos. J. Duffy Box 50, East Liverpool, O. 
Thos. J. Mumford, 1284 Third ave., Akron, O. 
Ernest J. Dix. 1984 Moore st., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Martin P. Higgins, 35 Washington st., Charles- 
town, Mass. 

William Gund. 712 2ist ave. S., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

R. W. Shepard, 489 2d st. N. E., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

P. F. McCarthy, Scampini Bldg., Barre, Vt. 
L. W. Quick, Star Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
D. G. Ramsay. Unity Bldg., Chicago, Il. 
J. F. Lambert, 212 South st., Utica, N. Y. 
W. D. Mahon. 45 Hodges Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
Ben Commons, 1003 Poland ave., New Orleans, 

La. 
Edward MeMorrow, 6922 May st., Chicago, Il. 

P. Garvey, 1256 South Broadway, St. Louis, Mo. 
Wm. Penje, 143 W. Madison st., Chicago, Ill. 
Andrew Furuseth, Folsom st. Dock, San 
Fransico, Cal 

Wm. H. Frazier, 1% Lewis st., Boston, Mass. 
C. J. Harrington, Folsom st. Dock, San Fran- 

cisco, Cal. 
J.G, Brown, Hoquiam, Washington. 
Hugh Kirk, 108 Marshall st., Elizabeth, N. J. 
Wm. W. Clark, 1460 St. Louis ave., E. St. 

Louis, Ill. 
Lee M. Hart, State Hotel, State and Harri- 

son sts., Chicago, Il. 
Philip Kelly, 1512 Broadway, New York City. 
Frank T. Hawley, 326 Mooney Building, 

Buffalo, N. Y. 
Samuel E. Heberling, 4606 York Street, Den- 

ver, Colorado. 
John B. Lennon, box 597, Bloomington, Ill. 
Hugh Robinson, 3 Kent st., Hamilton, Ontario. 
A. Dahlman, 717 Superior ave., Cleveland, O. 
Emmet T. Flood, 302 W. Congress st., Chicago, 

Il. 
Thomas Barry, 171 E. Washington st., Chicago. 

Tl. 
Peter J. Donaghue, 142 Adams st., Dorchester, 

Mass. 
Lawrence A. Grace, 224 Power st., Providence, 

R. I. 
J. E. Toone, 4731 Conduit Road, Washington, 

D. C. 



DELEGATES TO THE 

Organizations. 

Textile Workers, United... 

Tile Layers and Helpers, Ceramic 
saic and Encaustic 

Tin Plate Workers, International. 

Tobacco Workers’ International Union. 

Typographical Union, International 

Upholsterers’ International Union 

Wood Workers, Amalgamated 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor. 
Colorado State Federation of Labor 
Florida State Federation of Labor 
Georgia State Federation of Labor. 
Illinois State Federation of Labor. 
Indiana State Federation of Labor. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor 
Maine State Federation of Labor 
Massachusetts State Federation of 
Labor : y 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor 

Missouri State Federation of Labor 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor 
New York Workingmen’s Federation of 
Labor 

North Carolina Federation of Labor 
Ohio State Federation of Labor 

Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor 
Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 
ingmen 

Texas State Federation of Labor 
Vermont State Federation of Labor 
Virginia State Federation of Labor 
Wisconsin State Federation of Labor 
Ashland (Wis.) Central Labor Couneil. 

Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades 
Atlantic City (N. J.) Central Labor 
Union . 

Belleville (Iil.) 
Assembly a tis 

Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union 
Brockton (Mass.) Central Labor Union 

Trades and Labor 

Buffalo (N. Y.) United Trades and Labor 
Council. an ttaknics RS? 

Chicago (Il.) Federation of Labor 

Cincinnati (Ohio) Central Labor Council- 
Cleveland (Ohio) United Trades and 
Labor Council 

s 

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

No. of 
votes for 

eacn 
delegate. 

Vil. 

Name and address of delegates. 

John Golden, box 742. Fall River, Mass. 
Thomas O° Donnell, box 203, Fall River, Mass. 

Henry C. 
Wis. 

George Powell, Rooms 
Wheeling, W. Va. 

Henry Fisher, American National Bank Build- 
ing. Louisville, Ky. 

Anthony MeAndrews, 
nati, O. 

James M. Lyneh, Newton Claypool Bldg.., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Frank Morrison, 423 G st. 
D. C. 

Frank K. Foster, 119 Eliot st., Boston. Mass. 
Hugh Stevenson. 148 McPherson st.. Toronto, 
Ont. 

Michael Colbert, 276 Belden ave., Chicago, I. 
Anton J. Engel, 28 Greenwood Terrace, Chi- 
eago, Il. 

D. D. Muleahy, 101 Magnola st., 
Chas. F. Gebelein, 2: 
M 

Richard Braunschweig, 254 Bissell st., Chicago, 
Til. 

John Morgan, Spadra, Ark. 
S. G. Fosdick, Box 1372, Denver, Colo. 
Tony Entenza, Waldo, Fia. 
Jerome Jones, 14 N. Forsythst. 
John H. Walker, Springfield, Il. 
Edgar A. Perkins, 19 Union Bldg., Indianapolis. 

Ind. 
John F. Ream, Beacon, Iowa. 
Philip J. Byrne, 35 Water st., Marlboro, Mass. 

Raasch, 813 Bartlett st., Milwaukee, 

20-21, Reilly Block, 

440 Pioneer st., Cincin- 

N. W., Washington, 

Detroit, Mich. 
A Warren st., St. Louis, 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Frank H. MeCarthy, 95 Regent st.. Boston,Mass. 
Wm. Templeman, 489 St. Anthony st., St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Clarence P. Connolly, 408 Burlington Bldg., St. 
Louis, Mo, 

Henry J. Gottlob, Box 122, Newark, N. J. 

Thos. E. 
i. 3 oY 

W. F. Stoner, 38 S. Main st., Asheville, N. C. 
John P. Sheridan, Lane and Vernon 
Youngstown, O. 

Sebastian H. Weaver. McSherrystown, Pa. 

Sweeney, 102 Pine st., Binghamton, 

Sts., 

Santiago Iglesias, Cruz 43, 
Rico. 

O. A. Anderson. 4415 Avenue I, Galveston, Tex. 
Daniel A. Bruten, 76 South st., Rutland, Vt. 
William A, Davis, Box 511, Norfolk, Va. 
Victor L. Berger, 344 6th st., Milwaukee, Wis. 
James M. O Brien, 113 Second st., E. Ashland, 

Wis. 
J. B. Hewitt, Atlanta, Ga. 

San Juan, Porto 

John Rothwell, Box 416, Atlantie City, N. J. 
Chas. Muendlein, 401 William st., Belleville, Il. 

. 

Martin T. Joyee, 11 Appleton st., Boston, Mass. 
FE. Gerry Brown, 333 Belmont st... Brockton, 

Mass. 

A. Grant. 378 Elk st., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Anton Johannsen, 15! E. Washington 
Chicago, Ill. 

Henry Ott, 1307 Vine st., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

St., 

Harry J. Whitlam, 2478 E. 82nd st., Cleveland,O. 



DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

No. of 
votes for 
each 

delegate. 

Organizations. Name and address of delegates. 
delegates. | 

Clinton (Ia.) Tri-City Labor Congress... 

Covington (Kenton and Campbell Cos.) 
Ky., Trades Council 

Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council 

Decatur (Ill.) ‘Trades and Labor 
PI is crisis censcts ps tisvinedsasacneraesenesiee’ | 

Depue (Ill.) Trades Assembly 
Detroit (Mich.) Federation of Labor 
Des Moines (Ia.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly . 

Dubuque (Ia.) Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. 

Duluth (Minn.) 
Assembly 

Eureka (Cal.) Federated Trades and 

‘| No. of © 

Labor Council 
Fargo (N. D.) Trades and Labor| 
IN nis ceisnienitienuiiiinitesuseiedatesadeas! 

Fort Edward (N. Y.) Trades Assembly.. 
Granite City (Ill.) (Tri-City) Central 
Trades Council 

Iola (Kansas) Central Labor Union 
Jamestown (N. Y.) Central Labor 

Kenosha (Wis.) Trades and Labor} 
Council... 
Kewanee (Ill.) Trades. and Labor 
Assembly . | 
Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor Union..| 

Lincoln (Neb.) Central Labor Union......| 
Louisville (Ky.) Federation of Labor... 
Milwaukee (Wis.) Federated Trades| 
Council 

Minneapolis (Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 

Nashville (Tenn.) Central Labor Union 
Newport News (Va.) Central Labor 

Newark (N. J.) Trades Council.............. 

New Orleans (La.) Central Labor Union| 
New York City Central Federated Union 
Norfolk (Va.) Central Labor Union. 

Oelwein (Ia) Trades and Labor Assembly 
Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor Union 
Philadelphia (Pa) Central Labor Union.. 
Pittsburg (Pa) Central Trades Council... 
Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) Trades and Labor| 
Council 

St. Joseph (Mo.) Central Labor Council. 
St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and La- 

bor Union 

St. Paul (Minn.) Trades and Labor As-| 
sembly 

San Francisco (Cal.) Labor Council 
Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union 
Sioux Falls (S. D.) Trades and Labor As- 

South Chicago (Ill.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly . 

| George C. Campbell, 708 South 7th st., Lyons, 
Iowa. 

| J. R. Lyon, 412 Fifth Avenue, Dayton, Ky. 
F. N. Zihlman, 330 Mechanic st., Cumberland, 
Ma. 

| Eugene Linxweiler, 112 W. Prairie st., Decatur, 
aa 
D. J. Farley, Depue, Il. 

| Gustav Dihle, 263 Russell st., Detroit, Mich. 

| A. L. Urick, Des Moines, Ia. 

| Joe Hedly, Dubuque, Ia. 

Joe Shartel, 320 Lake ave., North Duluth, 
Minn. 

| Catherine P. Burgess, Eureka, Cal. 

Arthur L. Failor, Fargo, N. D. 
| Henry Hassard, Box 100, Fort Edward, N. Y. 

| Ben Ford. Granite City, I. 
| R. W. Perkins, 823 So. Walnutst., Iola, Kansas. 

H. S. Whiteman, Box 462, Jamestown, N. Y. 

| Edward Kleiman, Kenosha, Wis. 

| Edward A. Whitney, Kewanee, Ill. 
| Robert S. Maloney, 121 Jackson st., Lawrence, 

Mass. 
Wm. M. Maupin, 1216 G st.. Lincoln, Neb. 

| George Kolb, 1109 21st st., Louisville, Ky. 

Edward H. Basenberg, 134 Lincoln ave., Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

| Thomas Van Lear. 1929 University ave., St. 
Paul, Minn. 

M. J. Noonan, Nashville. Tenn. 

J. B. Clindinst, 3001 Washington ave., New- 
port News, Va. 

| John Lang, care of Thos. Mead, 66 S. Orange 
ave., Newark, N. J. 

| J. E. Porter, 1116 Perdido st., New Orleans, La. 
Ernest Bohm, 8 E. 4th st.. New York City. 

| James M. O’Conor, 181 Monticello ave., Nor- 
folk. Va. 

J. C. Crellin, Oelwein, Ia. 
| Louis V. Guye, 516 S. 13th st., Omaha, Neb. 
| Charles Leps, 232 N. 9th st., Philadelphia. Pa. 
| C. C. Douglass, 7208 Race st., Pittsburg, Pa. 

| Edward J. Freer, 48 N. Bridge st., Poughkeep- 
sie, N. 

Frank Chaney, Walhalla Hall, St. Joseph, Mo, 

| Edward J. MecCullen, 1310 Franklin ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

| G. C. Collins, 318 King st., St. Paul, Minn. 
J. J. O'Neill, 42% Henry st., San Francisco. Cal. 

| Wm. Corless, 1112 Rock st., Scranton, Pa. 

| F. C. Lippert, 510 Cooper ave. N., Sioux Falls, 
S. D. 

J. B. Fitzpatrick, 7012 Jackson Park ave., Chi- 
cago. Ill. 
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No. of 
votes for 
each 

delegate. 

Organizations. Name and address of delegates. 
delegates. 

Union. 
aamees (Wash. ) Central Labor Union. 

Springfield (Ill.) Federation of Labor. 
Steubenville (O.) Trades and Labor As- 

sembly...... 
— (Wis.) Trades and Labor As- 

mbly 
Taylorvilie (ill.) Central Trades and La- 

bor AssembDly.......... 
Washington (D. C.) Central Labor Union 

White River Jutction (Vt.) Central La- 
bor Union........ 

Wilkes Barre (Pa.) Central Labor Union 
Wilmington (Del.) Central Labor Union 

— (Minn. eee and Labor Coun- 
e ; Se ; 

Zanesville (O.) Central Trades and Labor 
Council..... ; 

Drainlayers and ‘Helpers, "10,335... 

Double Drum Hoister Runners, 11,275 

Federal Labor, 7426 .. 

Federal Labor, 9316...... 
Federal Labor, 11,624...... 

Federal Labor, 12 080.. 
Federal Labor, 
Firemen’s Association. 12,270 

Leseeere Excavators’ and Rockmen’s,| 

Milkers’ Protective, 8861... 

Newsboys’ Protective, 9077.... 
Newspaper and Mail Deliverers, 9463. 
Riggers’ Protective, 11,561 : 

Rockmen’s, 10,631. 
Stenographers, Typew riters. iookkeen- 

ers and Assistants, 11,597. 

Srenepagnere, Typewriters, OCIA 
ers, 11,778... anneal 

British Trade Union Congress.............. 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 
Women’s International Union Label 
League... ‘ 2 

Women's Trade Union League. 
Church and _ Labor renee terian 

Church), Department of.. anion 

| Jos. W. McFadden, 121 Park ave., 

Allan Gee. 

Ed. Glenn, South Omaha, Neb. 
A. E. Cooney, 1921 Nicholls ave., 
Wash. 

James Burns, Springfield, Il. 

Spokane, 

Michael E. MeSwiggin, Steubenville, O. 

| J. H. Somerville, 1614 N. 12th st., Superior, Wis. 

T. J. Downey, Taylorville, Ill. 
— DeNedry, 423Gst. N.W., 

D. C. 
Washington, 

George W. Hill, Wilder, Vt. 
Charles Lavin, 71 Kidder st., Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

| Alfred R. Saylor, 510 Shipley st., Wilmington, 
Del. 

Thos. H. Botham, 67 W. Howard st., 
Minn. 

Winona, 

John A. Voll, 745 Kelly st.. Zanesville. O. 
| John Cardiff, 247 S. Winchester ave., Chicago, 

Til. 
Robert J. Riddel. 1443 Amsterdam ave, New 
York City. 

R. _ Woodmansee. 105 S. 5th st., Springfield, 

William Cragon, DeKoven. Ky. 
A. W. McCallum. 901 W. 4th ave., Spokane, 
Wash. 

| EK. E. Barnes, Effingham, IIl.. Box 543. 
| H. P. Jones, Andalusia, Ala. 
| George B. Hargan, 414 Hartford Bldg., 

Chicago, Ill. 

| Domenico D’ Alessandro, 144 North st., Boston, 
Mass. 

Marcel Wille, 3884 Mission st., San Francisco, 
Cal. 

Thos. J. Mulkern, 22 Lynde st., Boston, Mass. 
John R. Dunne. 14 Dover st., New York City. 

Brooklyn, 
N. ¥. 

Tito Pacelli, 349 E. 114th st., New York City. 

Miss H. B. Reid, 1111 State Life Bldg., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Miss J. T. Kelly, 423 G st., N. W. Washington. 
D. C 

13 Quarmley Road, Long Wood, 
Huddersfield, Yorks, Eng. 

J. N. Bell, 4 Higham Place, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Darwen, Eng. 

Samuel Landers, Box 202, Hamilton, Ont. 

Mrs. Chas. F. Hank, R’m 509, 56 F’thav., Chi., Ill. 
Mrs. M.K.O'Sullivan, 1 Dudley st., Boston,Mass. 

Chas. Stelzle, 
Chicago, Il. 

Room 1011, 153 La Salle st., 

| W. J. Mathews. : 
C. O. Billings. 
M. W. Tubbs. 
Thomas Emmerton. 
T. S. Morrell, 
N. C. Crawley. 
P. L. Seritsmeri. 
John F. Twohy. 
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Number : Number | Number 
of Organizations. of | of 

Unions. Delegates.| Votes. 

84 | National and International sapnionth 199 13,869 
21 | State. eee re 21 21 
62 | Central ; > wane 62 | 62 
16 Trade and Federal Labor Unions non ‘ 16 28 
6 | Fraternal Organizations ; 14 3 

189 13,983 

List of Fraternal Delegates. 

British Trades Union Congress. From British Trades Union Congress. 

Samuel Gompers. John Burns. 
P. J. MeGuire. : David Holmes, 
J. W. Sullivan. § Edward Cowey. 
Adolph Strasser. James Mawdsley. 

1897+ Martin Fox. | } Sam Woods. 
, Geo. E. MeNeil. John Mallinson. 

James Dunean. § Edward Harford. 
Harry Lloyd. J. Haveloek Wilson. 
James O'Connell. § William Inskip. 
Thomas F, Tracy. Villiam Thorne. 
5 mentee, ~ 4 Jeues tame 
Sidney J. Kent. Alexander Wilkie. 
Daniel J. Keefe. John Weir. 
Eugene F. O Rourke. Pete Curran. 
Patrick Dolan. § Frank Chandler. 
Henry Blackmore. Ben Tillett. 
Max S. Hayes, )M. Arrandale. 
Martin Lawler E. Edwards. 
W. D. Ryan. «) William Mullin. 
D. D. Driscoll, “” ) James O'Grady. 
John A. Moifitt. William Abraham. 
James Wood. James Wignall. 
Frank K. Foster. William Mosses. 
James Wilson, David Gilmour. 
John T. Dempsey. Allen Gee. 
W.E. Klapetzky. J. N. Bell. 

1898 - 

1899 

1900 < 

1901 - 

1902 - 

1908 - 

1904 - 

1905 

1096 - 

1907 - 

To Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. From Cunadian Trades and Labor Congress. 

1898 Thomas I. Kida. 1898 David A. Carey. 
1899 Jumes H. Sullivan. 1899 David A. Carey. 
1900 W. D. Mahon. 1900 David A. Carey. 
1901 John R. O’Brien. 1901 P. M. Draper. 
1902 D. D. Driscoll. ‘ 1902 John H. Kennedy. 
1903 John Coleman. 1903 James Simpson. 
1904 John H. Richards. 1904 John A. Flett. 
1905 Frank Feeney. 1905 William V. Todd. 
1906 Thomas A. Rickert 1906 Samuel L. Landers. 
1907 Robert S. Maloney. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 

PREAMBLE. 

WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all the 
nations of the civilized world between the op- 
pressors and the oppressed of all countries, a 
struggle between the capitalist and the laborer, 
which grows.in intensity from year to year, 
and will work disastrous results to the toiling 
millions if they are not combined for mutual 
protection and benefit. Sri) 

It. therefore, behooves the representitives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such meas- 
ures and disseminate such principles among 
the mechanics and laborers of our country as 
will permanently unite them to secure the 
recognition of the rights to which they are 
justly entitled. . 
We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of 

the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization 
in America, organized under the Trade Union 
system. 

CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE I.—NAME. 

This Association shall be known as THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 

ARTICLE I1.—OBJEcTs. 

SECTION 1. The object of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the or- 
ganization of Central Trade and Labor Unions 
in every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies into State, Territorial, or Provin- 
cial organizations to secure legislation in the 
interest of the working masses. 
Sc. 2. The establishment of National and 

International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Sec. 3. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions, to aid 
and assist each other; to aid and encourage 
the sale of union-label goods, and to secure 
legislation in the interest of the working peo- 
ple, and influence public opinion, by peaceful 
and legal methods, in favor of organized labor. 
Ssc. 4. To aid and encourage the labor press 

ef America. 

Gi 

ARTICLE II.—CONVENTION. 

SECTION 1." The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on thesee- 
ond Monday in November, at such place as the 
delegates have selected at the preceding Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order,iand preside during its ses- 
slons. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consisting 
of eleven members each (except the Commit- 
tee on Building Trades, which shall consist of 
fifteen members). shall be appointed by the 
President: First, Rules and Order of Business; 
second, Report of the President: third, Report 
of the Secretary; fourth. Report of the Treas- 
urer; fifth, Resolutions: sixth, Laws: seventh, 
Organization; eighth, Labels; ninth, Adjust- 
ment; tenth. Local or Federated Bodies: 
eleventh, Education: twelfth. State Organiza- 
tion; thirteenth, Boycotts: fourteenth. Build- 
ing Trades (to which shall be referred all griev- 
ances that involve only building trades, and all 
other matters pertaining exclusively to the 
building trades). 

Src. 4. The President shall direct the chief 
executive officers of three National or Inter- 
national Unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the Annual Convention, to ap- 
point one delegate each from their respective 
delegations-elect. who shal] compose an Audit 
ing Committee. The committge shall meet at 
such place as the President of the American 
Federation of Labor may direct. and at such 
time prior to the Convention as the President 
may determine is necessary for the proper per- 
formance of their duty; and they ‘shall audit 
the accounts of the Federation for the preced- 
ing twelve months, and report upon credentials 
immediately upon the opening of the Conven- 
tion. The expense of said committee shall be 
paid out of the funds of the Federation. 

Skc. 5. Resolutionsof any character or propo- 
sitions for changes in this Constitution can not 
be introduced in the Convention after the third 
day’s session, except by unanimous consent. 

SEc. 6. The Convention shall have power to 
order an executive session at any time. 

Src. 7. None other than members of a bona 
fide Trade Union shall be permitted to address 
the Convention or read papers therein, except 
by a two-thirds vote of the Convention. 

SxEc. 8. Party politics, whether they be Demo- 
cratic, Republican, Socialistic, Populistic. Pro- 
hibition, or any other, shall have noplacein the 
Conventions of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business gov- 
erning the preceding Convention shall be in 
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force from the opening of any Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor until new 
rules have been adopted by action of the Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction of 
business shall consist of not less than one- 
fourth of the delegates attending a Conven- 
tion. 

Sec. 11. Nogrievance shall be considered by 
any Convention that has been decided by a 
previous Convention, except upon the recom- 
mendation of the Executive Council, nor 
shall any grievance be considered where the 
parties thereto have not previously held a 
conference and attempted to udjust the same 
themselves. 

ARTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 

SECTION 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National and 
International Unions, for less than four thous- 
and members, one delegate; four thousand 
or more. two delegates: eight thousand or 
more, three delegates; sixteen thousand or 
more, four delegates; thirty-two thousand or 
more, five delegates. and soon. From Central 
Bodies, State Federations, Federal Labor 
Unions, and Local Unions, having no Na- 
tional or International Union, one delegate; 
provided, however, that Local Unions and 
Federal Labor Unions herein referred to. 
located in one city, shall have the right to 
unite in sending a delegate to represent them 
unitedly. Only bona fide wage-workers who 
are not members of. or eligible to member- 
ship in, other Trade Unions. shall be eligible as 
delegates from Federal Labor Unions. 

Suc. 2. The delegates shall be elected at least 
two weeks previous to the Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, and the 
names of such delegates shall be forwarded to 
the Secretary of .this body immediately after 
their election. 

Skc. 3. Questions may be decided by division 
or a show of hands, but if a call of the roll is 
demanded by one-tenth of the delegates pres- 
ent each delegate shall cast one vote for every 
one hundred members or major fraction 
thereof he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one 
vote. 

Src. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for use 
of the Convention printed poll lists. contain- 
ing the number of votes the delegates from 
National and International Unions are en- 
titled to. based upon the average membership 
during the year, from reports made to the 
office of the Federation not later than Sep- 
tember 30 preceding the Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization or person that has 
seceded. or has been suspended or expelled, 
by the American Federation of Lubor, or by 
any National or International organization 
connected with the Federation, shall, while 
under such penalty, be allowed representa- 
tion or recognition in this Federation, or in 
any Central Body or National or International 
Union connected with the American Feder- 
tion of Labor, under the penalty of the sus- 
pension of the body violating this section. 

Suc. 6. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of 
affiliation at least one month prior to the 
Convention, and no person shall be recog- 
nized as a delegate who is not a member in 
good standing of the organization he is elected 
to represent. 

ARTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 

Sxucrion 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, eight Vice-Presi- 
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dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention on the last day of 
the session, and these officers shall be the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary shall be 
members of the succeeding Conventionin case 
they are not delegates. but without vote. 

Skc. 3. All elective officers shall be members 
of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 
Sc, 4. The terms of the ofticersof the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor shall expire on the 
first day of January succeeding the Conven- 
tion. 

Sktc. 5. The President and Secretary shall en- 
gage suitable offices in the same building at 
Washington, D. C., for the transaction of the 
business of the organization. oy 
Section 6. All books and financial accounts 

shall at all times be open to the inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 

ARTICLE VI.—DUTIES OF PRESIDENT. 

SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at the Annual Convention: to 
exercise supervision of the Federation through- 
outits jurisdiction; to sign all ofticial docu- 
ments. and to travel, with the consent of the 
Executive Council, whenever required, in the 
interest of the Federation. 

Sxc. 2. The President shall submit to the See- 
retary, at the end of each month. an itemized 
account of all moneys. traveling and inciden- 
tal, expended by him in the interest of the Fed- 
eration, and shall report his acts and doings to 
the Annual Convention of the Federation. 

Skc. 3. The President, if not a delegate. shall 
have the casting vote in case of a tie, but shall 
not vote at other times. He shall be required 
to devote all his time to the interest of the 
Federation. 

Sxc. 4. The President shall call meetings of 
the Executive Council, when necessary, and 
shall preside over their deliberations, and shall 
receive for his services suchsum as the Annual 
Convention may determine. payable weekly. 

Suc. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
President by death. resignation, or other cause, 
the Secretary shall perform the duties of the 
President until his successor is elected. In that 
event it shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
issue, within sixdays from thedateof vacancy, 
a call fora meeting of the Executive Council 
at headquarters for the purpose of electing a 
President to fill said vacancy. 

ARTICLE VII.—DUTIES OF SECRETARY. 

SECTION 1, The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers, and 
effects of the general office: to conduct the 
correspondence pertaining to his office; to fur- 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery: to convene and act as Secretary 
ft the Annual Convention. and to furnish to 
the Committee on Credentials at the Conven- 
tion a statement of the financial standing of 
each attiliated body ; to forward on March Ist 
and September Ist of each year. to the secre- 
taries of all affiliated organizations a list of the 
names and addresses of secretaries and organ- 
izers. 
Sc. 2. The Secretary shall keep all letters, 

documents, accounts, ete., in such manner as 
the Annual Convention may direct; he shall 
receive and collect all moneys due the Feder- 
ation, and pay them to the Treasurer, taking 
his receipt therefor; provided, that he may 
retain in his hands a sum not exceeding $2,000 
for current expenses, which money shall be 
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paid out only on the approval of the President. 
Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to the 

Auditing Committee. for their inspection. 
vouchers for all moneys expended; close all 
accounts of the Federation on September 30 
of each year, and all moneys received or dis- 
bursed after such date shall not be reported in 
the general balance account of the ensuing 
Convention. He shali publish a financial report 
monthly in the * American Federationist” and 
send one copy to each affiliated body. andsuch 
additional number of copies as may be ordered 
and paid for by any organization connected 
with the Federation. 

Skc. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond of 
$2,000 for the faithful performance of hisduties. 
and for his services he shall receive such sum 
as the Annua! Convention may determine, pay- 
able weekly. 

Src. 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps to 
Local and Federal Labor Unions. which shall 
be used by such unions with which to receipt 
for members’ dues. 
Sc. 6. It shall be the duty of each Interna- 

tional. National. Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Union aftiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to furnish to the Seeretary of 
the American Federation of Labor a copy of 
all official reports issued by such affiliated or- 
ganizations, containing a statement of their 
membership in good standing, and to furnish 
such additional statistical data asmay be called 
for by the Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as may be in the possession of 
the respective unions. 

ARTICLE VIII.—DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

SECTION 1. The Treasurer shall receive and 
take charge of all moneys. property. and se- 
eurity of the Federation delivered to him by 
the Secretary. Heshall deposit allmoneys be- 
longing to the Federation in bank or banks. in 
the numeof the American Federation of Labor 
as Treasurer, and before any moneys thus de- 
posited can be drawn each check shall be 
signed by him as Treasurer. 

Src. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, through the 
Secretary. all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and countersigned 
bv the Secretary, as required by this Constitu- 
tion and none others. 
Sc. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to the An- 

nual Convention a complete statement of all 
receipts and disbursements during his term of 
oftice, and at the expiration of his term of 
office he shall deliver up to his successor all 
moneys. securities. books, and papers of the 
Federation under his control: and for the faith- 
ful performance of his duties he shall give a 
bond in such sum as the Executive Council may 
determine. The annual salary of the Treas- 
urer shall be $200. 

ARTICLE IX.—EX&EcUTIVE COUNCIL. 

SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the Exeecu- 
tive Council to watch legislative measures di- 
rectly affecting the interestsof working people 
and to initiate whenever necessary. such legis- 
lative action as the Convention may direct. 

Sec 2. The Executive Council shall use every 
possible means to organize new National or In- 
ternational Trade or Labor Unions, and to or- 
ganize Local Trade and Labor Unions, and con- 
nect them with the Federation until such time 
as there is a sufficient number to form a Na- 
tional or International Union. when it shall be 
the duty of the President of the Federation to 
see that such organization is formed. 

SrEc.3. When a National or International 
Union has been formed the President shall 
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notify all Loeal Unions of that tra le to affiliate 
with such National or International Union. 
and unless said notification be complied with 
within three months their charters shall be 
revoked. 

Src, 4, The Executive Council shall also pre- 
pare and present to the Convention. in printed 
form, a concise stutement of the details lead- 
ing up to approved and pending boyeotts (and 
all matters of interest to the Convention). and 
no indorsement for a boyeott shall be consid- 
ered by the Convention except it has been so 
reported by the Executive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we recognize the right of each 
trade to manage its own affairs. it shall be the 
duty of the Executive Council to secure the 
unification of all labor organizations. so far as 
to assist each other in any trade dispute. 

SEc. 6. Whenever the revenue of the Federa- 
tion shall warrant such action. the Exeeutive 
Council shall authorize the sending out of trade 
union speakers from piace to place in the inter- 
ests of the Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of time by 
members of the Executive Council or speakers 
engaged by them shall be $4.50 per day and 
traveling and hotel expenses. 
Sec. 8 The Executive Council shall have 

power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict with this Constitution. or the constitu- 
tion of affiliated unions. and shall report acecord- 
ingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacaney of any 
member of the Executive Council, other 
than that of the President, by reason of death, 
resignation, or other cause. the President shall 
make such vacaney known to the Executive 
Council. and shall call for nominations. The 
names of all nominees shall be submitted to the 
Executive Council. and it shall require a major- 
ity vote of the Executive Couneil to elect. 
Upon each unsuccessful balloting the name of 
the candidate receiving the lowest number of 
votes shall be dropped. 

Sec. 10. All Loeal Trade Unions and Federal 
Labor Unions holding charters direct from the 
American Federation of Labor desiring the as- 
sistance of the American Federation of Labor 
in trade disputes, shall submit to the President 
of the American Federation of Labor for ap- 
proval by the Executive Council a full state- 
ment of the grievance before a strike occurs. 
Unions violating this section shall forfeit all 
claims upon the American Federation of Labor 
or affiliated organizations for support. 
Sc. 11. No charter shall be granted by the 

American Federation of Labor toany National, 
International, Trade, or Federal Labor Union 
without a positive and clear definition of the 
trade jurisdiction claimed by the applicant. and 
the charter shall not be granted if the jurisdic- 
tion claimed is a trespass on the jurisdiction of 
existing affiliated unions, without the written 
consent of such unions: and it is further pro- 
vided, that should any of the members of such 
National. International, Trade. or Federal La- 
bor Union work at any other vocation. trade, 
or profession, they shal] join the union of such 
voeation. trade. or profession, provided such 
is organized and affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

ARTICLE X.—REVENUE. 

SECTION 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived from a per capita tax to be 
paid upon the full paid-up membership of all 
affiliated bodies. as follows: From International 
or National Trade Unions, a per capita tax of 
one-half of one cent per member per month; 
from J.ocal Trade Unions and Federa) Unions. 
ten cents per member per month. five cents of 
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which mvst be set aside to be used only in case 
of strike or lockout: Local Unions. the major- 
ity of whose members are less than eighteen 
(is) years of ave. two cents per member per 
month: from Central and State bodies, $10 per 
year. payable quarterly. 

Src. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seatin the Annual Convention unless the tax 
of their organization, as provided for in section 
1 of this Article. has been paid in fuil to Sep- 
tember 30 preceding the Convention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month shall be notified 
of the fact by the Secretary of the Federation, 
and if at the end of three months it is still in 
arrears it shall become suspended from mem- 
bership in the Federation. and can be rein- 
stated only by a vote of the Convention when 
such arrearages are paid in full, as provided in 
section 2 of this Article. 

ARTICLE XI.—LocaL CENTRAL BODIES. 

SECTION 1. No Central Labor Union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall admit to 
or retain in their councils delegates from any 
locai organization that owes its allegiance to 
any other body. National or International, hos- 
tile to any aftiliated organization, or that has 
been suspended or expelled by, or not con- 
nected with. a Nationa! or International or- 
ganization of their trade herein affiliated, under 
penalty of having their charter revoked for 
violation of their charter, subject to appeal to 
the next Convention. 

Src. 2. It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions aftiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to instruct 
their Local Unions to join chartered Central 
Labor Bodies and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar instructions 
shall be given by the American Federation of 
Labor to all Trade and Federal Labor Unions 
under its jurisdiction. 

Skc. 3. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city belonging to any Nationalor 
International Union affiliated with this Federa- 
ation, they may organize a Trades Assembly 
or Central Labor Union, or join such body, if 
already in existence. 

Src. 4. The Executive Counciland Local Cen- 
tral Labor Unions shall use all possible means 
to organize and connect as Local Unions to 
National or International Unions the organi- 
zations in their vicinity: to aid the formation 
of Nationalor International Unions where none 
exist, and to organize Federal Labor Unions 
where, the number of craftsmen precludes any 
other form of organization. 

Src. 5. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have the au- 
thority or power to order any organization, 
affiliated with such Central Labor Union, or 
other central labor body, on a strike, where 
such organization has a National organization, 
until the proper authorities of such National or 
International organization have been consulted 
and agreed to such action. 

Src. 6. Separate charters may be issued to 
Central Labor Unions, Local Uuions, or Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, composed exclusively of 
colored members, where, in the judgment of 
the Executive Council, it appears advisable 
and to the best interest of the Trade Union 
movement to do so. 

Sec. 7. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have authority 
or power to originate a boycott, nor shall such 
bodies indorse and order the placing of the 
name of any person, firm, or corporation on an 
unfair list until the Local Union desiring the 
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same has. before declaring the boycott, sub- 
mitted the matter in dispute to the Central 
Body for investigation, and the best endeavors 
on its part to effect an amicable settlement. 
Violation of this section shall forfeit charter. 
Src. 8 No Central Body affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor shall reject 
credentials presented by a duly elected or ap- 
pointed delegation of a Local Union. chartered 
by a National or an International Union having 
affiliation with the American Federation of 
Labor: proviied. however, that upon written 
charges signed by at least three delegates, any 
delegate of an affiliated Union may, upon cou- 
viction after a fair trial, be expelled or sus- 
pended. Action of the Central Body. under 
this section, shall be subject to appeal to the 
Executive Councilof the American Federation 
of Labor: and no delegation representing Lo- 
sal Unions affiliated. as herein described. shall 
be suspended or expelled until like action is 
taken, 

Src. 9. No Central Body shall take part in 
the adjustment of wage contracts. wage dis- 
putes or working rules of Local Unions aftil- 
iated with a National or International Union, 
unless the laws of the National or International 
Union permit. except upon the request or con- 
sent of the Executive Officer of the National 
or International Union affected. 

ARTICLE XII.—ASSESSMENT IN DEFENSE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

SECTION 1. The Executive Council shall have 
power to declare a levy of one cent per mem- 
ber per weekon all afiiliated unions for a period 
not exceeding twelve weeks in any one year, to 
assist in the support of an affiliated National 
or International Union engaged in a protracted 
strike or lockout. 

Src. 2. Any Union, International, National, 
or Local, failing to pay within sixty days the 
levies declared in accordance with Section 1, 
shall be deprived of representation in Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor and 
in City Central Bodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

ARTICLE XIII.—DEFENSE FUND FOR: LOCAL 
TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 

SECTION 1. The money of the defense fund 
shall be drawn only to sustain strikes or lock- 
outs of Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions, 
when such strikes or lockouts are authorized, 
indorsed, and conducted in conformity with 
the following provisions of this article. 

Sc, 2. In the event of u disagreement be- 
tween a Local Union and an employer which, 
in the opinion of the Local Union, may result 
in a strike, such Union shall notify the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
who shall investigate. or cause an investigation 
to be made. of the disagreement, and endeavor 
to adjust the difficulty. If his efforts should 
prove futile, he shall take such steps as he may 
deem necessary in notifying the Executive 
Council, and if the majority of said Council 
shall decide that a strike is necessary, such 
Union shall be authorized to order a strike, 
but that it be imperatively ordered that no 
strike or lockout shall be deemed legal, or 
moneys expended from the defense fund on 
that account, unless the strike or lockout shall 
have been authorized and approved by the 
President and Executive Council. ‘ 

Src. 3, When a strike has been authorized 
and approved by the President and Executive 
Couucil, the president of the Local Union in- 
terested shall, within twenty-four hours, call a 
meeting of said Union, “of which every mem- 
ber shall be regularly notified.’ to take action 
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thereon, and no member shall vote on such 
question unless he is in good standing. Should 
three-fourths of the members present decide, 
by secret ballot, on a strike. the president of 
the Local Union shall immediately notify the 
President of the American Federation of Labor 
of the cause of the matter in dispute: what the 
wages, hours, and conditions of labor then are; 
what advances, if any, are sought: what re- 
ductions are offered, if any: stute the number 
employed and unemployed; the state of trade 
generally in the locality, and the number of 
persons involved. union and non-union. Also 
the number of members who would become 
entitled to the benefits herein proviied should 
the application be authorized and approved. 

Src. 4. No Local shall be entitled to benefit 
from the defense fund unless it has been in 
continuous good standing for one year: and no 
member shall be éntitled to benefit from said 
defense fund unless he has been a member in 
good standing in the American Federation of 
Labor for at least one year. 

Sec. 5. When a strike has been inaugurated 
under the provisions of sections 2 and 3. the 
American Federation of Labor shall pay to the 
bonded officer of the Union involved. or his 
order, for » period of six weeks, an amount 
equal to four ($4) dollars per week for each 
member. 
treasurer to give proper bond for the safe 
keeping and disbursement of all funds of the 
Local. No benefit shall be paid for the first 
two weeksof the strike. The Executive Coun- 
cil shall have the power to authorize the pay- 
mentof strike benefits for an additional period. 

Src. 6. Nomemberof a Local Unionon strike 
shall be entitled to weekly benefits unless he 
reports daily to the proper officer of the Local 
Union while the strike continues. and no mem- 
ber who shall receive a week’s work, three 
days to be a week, shall receive benefits, Any 
member refusing other work while on strike 
(providing said work is not in conflict with 
labor's interests) shall not be entitled to any 
benefits. 

Src. 7. Any Union inaugurating a strike with- 
out the approvalof the Executive Council shall 
not receive benefits on account of said strike. 

Sec. 8. In case of lockout the Executive 
Council shall have power to pay benefits if, 
upon investigation, it is found that the Local 
Union whose members,are involved did not by 
their action or demands provoke the lockout by 
their employer. , 
Sec. 9. During the continuance of a strike, 

the executive board of the Local Union shall 
make weekly reports to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, showing the 
amount of money distributed for benefits, and 
to whom paid, furnishing individual receipts to 
the Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor from all members to whom such benefits 
have been paid, and all other facts that may be 
requirea. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared off, 
a special meeting of the Union shall be called 
for that purpose, and it shall require a majority 
vote of all members present to decide the 
question either way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the defense fund be- 
coming dangerously low through protracted 
strike or lockout, the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall have the 
power to levy an assessment of ten cents on 

each member of Local Trade and Federal La- 
bor Unions, assessments to be restricted to 

Each Loeal Union shall require their * 
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not more than five per year: and further, that 
there shall always be a surplus of five thou- 
sand (#5.000) dollars in the defense fund. 

. 12. That no Loeal shall be entitled to 
any of the benefits of the defense fund unless 
it requires its members to pay not less than 
fifty (50) cents per month. 

Sec. 13. That the Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Unions set aside for the maintenance of 
a local defense fund not less than five cents a 
month from each member. 

ARTICLE XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

SECTION 1. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation. 
by and with the consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil, to all National and International Unions 
and local bodies affiliated with this Federation. 

SEc. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade or 
calling is not organized, and are not members 
of any body affiliated with this Federation, 
who will subscribe to this Constitution, shall 
have the power to form a local body to be 
known as a “ Federal Labor Union,”’ and they 
shall hold regular meetings for the purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the Trade Union 
movement. and shall have power to make 
their own rules in conformity with this Consti- 
tution, and shall be granted a local certificate 
by the President of this Federation: provided, 
the request for a certiticate be indorsed by the 
nearest Loealor National Trade Union officials 
connected with this Federation. The Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor 
shall have authority to appoint any person who 
is amember of any affiliated union to audit the 
accounts of such Federal Trade or Labor Un- 
ions as the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor may direct and report the result 
thereof to the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. The books and accounts of 
euch Federal Trade and Labor Union shall be 
at all times open to the inspection of: auditors 
appointed under this section. 

Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated bodies 
shall be five (#5) dollars, payable to the Secre- 
tary of the Federation, and the fee shall ac- 
company the application. 

Sxc. 4. The American Federation of Labor 
shall refer all applications for certificate of 
affiliation from Local Unions or*Federal Labor 
Unions from a vicinity where a chartered Cen- 
tral Labor Union exists to that body for inves- 
tigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not be 
granted by State Federations of Labor. That 
power is vested solely in the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor and the 
executive officers of National and Interna- 
tional Unions affiliated therewith. 

Src. 6. Not more shan three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. No 
Federal Labor Union shall be recognized as 
affiliated if its membership consists of a major- 
ity of active members of Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of dele- 
gates from Central Bodies. 

ARTICLE XV.— AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or altered 
only at a regular session of the Convention, 
and to do soit shall require a two-thirds vote 
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Pursuant to law the regular meeting of 

the twenty-sixth annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor was called 

to order by President Gompers at 10 

o'clock a. m., in Normanna Hall, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

A band composed of 110 members of 

the Musicians’ Union escorted the dele- 

gates to the convention, and after the call 

to order played several patriotic airs. 

President Gompers: Ladies and Gentle- 

men—I have the pleasure of introducing 

to you this morning Mr. J. H. McNally, 

President of the Minneapolis Trades and 

Labor Assembly, who will now address 

you. 

Mr. McNally — Mr. Chairman and 

Brother Workers: It is my pleasant duty 

to extend to you in behalf of the Central 

Labor body of Minneapolis a hearty wel- 

come to our city. There is no set of men 

in this country who better realize the 

amount of work there is before this con- 

vention than the members of our Central 

Labor body. We will try to make your 

stay, while in Minneapolis, as pleasant as 

we possibly can. Our entertainment may 

1906. 

not be as elaborate as some of the enter- 

tainments you have had in the past in 

other cities, but we want to assure you 

that the words “tainted money” will not 

be heard in connection with it. Not one 

cent of money will be spent in this enter- 

tainment that was not contributed by the 

trade unionists of Minneapolis. When we 

began preparaticns for your entertainment 

we resolved that the money for it would 

be secured in such a way that the man 

who would say one penny of it was tainted 

would be telling a falsehood. 

I wish at this particular time, in be- 

half of a great number, in fact of a ma- 

jority of the trade unionists of Minneapo- 

lis, to congratulate the American Feder- 

ation of Labor and its Executive Council 
for going into politics. I wish to say 

further that this is the first,time in the 

history of the State of Minnesota that 

the common people have got anywhere 

near a majority in the House favorable 

to their interests, and we certainly give 

the American Federation of Labor credit 

for it. When the American Federation of 

Labor sent out that call the city in which 
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you are meeting took the matter up, and 

today we have men in office in Minneapo- 

iis, Who were endorsed by the State Cen- 

tral Committee, who are favorable to the 

interests of the common people. We have 

not had this in the past, and we cannot 

help congratulating the American Federa- 

tion of Labor on the result of its action. 

In the past we have tried in our humble 

way toa get trade unionists interested in 

a political way, but it was not possible 

to do anything until this parent body said 

“Rebuke your enemies and support your 

friends.”’ that the 

trade union movement of Minneapolis did 

this, and did it loyally. 

I want to assure you 

Now, my friends, I wish to say a few 

words in regard to the magnificent band 

we have here this morning. Our Music- 

ians’ Union is one of the grandest organ- 

izations we They contributed the 

music here this morning and escorted the 

delegates to this hall absolutely without 

charge. There were 110 musicians in line. 

This is something the City of Minneapolis 

never had and it was done for 

the American Federation of Labor. Be- 

fore I I wish to ask Mr. Mclvor, 

president of the Musicians’ Union to 

kindly come forward. I want to introduce 

to you a man who has done more than 

any other one person in Minneapolis to 

have the American Federation of Labor 

recognized, and I want to present to him 

on behalf of our committee these flowers 

as a Slight token of our appreciation of 

what he has done. 

have, 

before, 

close 

Mr. Felix MclIvor—I thank you most 

sincerely for this, but thank you still 

- more for the opportunity we have had to 

show to the people of Minneapolis and 

to yourselves the loyalty of the musicians 

to the American Federation of Labor. We 

are only sorry that you objected to the 

length of the line of march; we would 

have been pleased to march all over the 

city to show the people our appreciation 

of the American Federation of Labor.. We 

are more thankful for that opportunity 

than for anything else. 

Mr. McNally—I desire to introduce to 

you a brother member of the Trades and 

Labor Assembly who will offer a prayer 

for the success of our work, Rev. George 

P, Magill. 

At the conclusion of an eloquent prayer 

offered by Rev. Mr. McGill, Mr. McNally 

introduced Alderman E. A. Merrill, Acting 

Mayor of the city, who said: 

Delegates of the American Federation of 

Labor, Ladies and Gentlemen—I esteem it 

a great pleasure and honor to address this 

great convention, representing as it does 

nearly two millions of the best citizens 

of our country, scattered throughout the 

United States and Canada. In looking 

over the convention I see that you have 

thoughtful and I believe you will 

grapple with the problems that confront 

you, intelligently and_ conservatively. I 

wish Mayor were to welcome 

you in his happy vein, but both he and 

the Mayor-elect are away from the city 

resting after the strenuous campaign they 

through. But as I have 

been re-elected by the people by a great 

majority, having been endorsed by the 

State Federation of Labor, I feel quite at 

home among you, the more so that I have 

worked as a millwright, a machinist anda 

head sawyer. I could almost ask you to 

grant me a union card, but do not suppose 

that would be according to the rules. 

faces, 

our here 

have just gone 

In honoring Minneapolis with your 

presence you come to a city that has ac- 

corded to labor a fair share of its rights 

and privileges. Six or seven years ago 

the Council voted to have all city work 

done by day labor under the supervision of 

the City Engineer. We also ordained that 

eight hours should constitute q day’s la- 

bor. This condition of affairs has pre- 

vailed until the present time and the re- 

sult has been satisfactory. It is well to 

consider the progress that has been made 

and the reason why we can have shorter 

hours for iabor. Take the present day 

locomotive. A mogul engine and half a 

dozen men can move one hundred and 

fifty miles a load that in the old times 

would require eight hundred men and six- 

teen hundred horses to thirty miles a 

day. My mother used to spin the yarn 

fgr our stockings. At the present time 

one man can two hundred spindles 

and spin the yarn more evenly than she 

run 

could, even though she was a good spin- 

Ver- 

mont, where we used to have to sharpen 

the noses of the sheep to allow them to 

ner. In my young days [I lived in 

pick the grass from between the stones. 

Of course we did not have very much 

grain, but we threshed what we did have 

with a flail. A modern threshing machine 

can do 250 times as much work as we did 



with that flail. It is therefore no wonder 

.that we can do the world’s work in eight 

hours a day. The wants of the world, as 

they were supplied one hundred years ago, 

could at the present time be supplied by 

working four hours a day; but men’s 

wants have multiplied as they have been 

able to supply them by means of these 

inventions. Think of the hundreds, yes, 

millions of locomotive engines, the sta- 

tionary engines and the water power that 

has been harnessed to do the work of the 

world. You know that a man doing sed- 

entary work must have an hour or two 

of exercise each day to keep him in good 

form. If we keep on with our inventions 

as we haye been doing the men who do 

the world’s work may be able to do it in 

three or four hours a day—just enough 

to keep them in good form. 

I am glad to meet this eminent gentle- 

man who is the president of you all, and 

I shall be glad indeed to meet that other 

eminent gentleman who, with the help of 

President Roosevelt, succeeded in settling 

a strike in Pennsylvania that bid fair 

to be one of the most disastrous and long- 

continued in the history of labor. I hope 

you will continue to keep such wise and 

conservative men as your guiding stars. 

I want to add a note of warning. Do 

not get too much unrest. Remember that 

we have prosperous times now; but re- 

member also that we have waves of pros- 

perity and waves of depression. Do not 

encourage too great unrest; do not change 

things too quickly... I do not mean in the 

way of politics, but do not push forward 

new ideas too rapidly; do not be too ag- 
gressive nor too drastic in handling the 

great industries of the country. Give a 

square deal to everybody. I was going 

to ask you to be thoughtful in your de- 

liberations, but that I know you will be. 

T like the looks of this convention before 

me. 

Gentlemen, I welcome you to this city 
and present its keys to you. I will throw 

away the key to the lockup, and instruct 

the policemen not to any of you 

unless, you try to go home too soon. Gen- 

arrest 

tlemen, the city is yours. Examine our 

municipal building, our courthouse and 

city buildings combined. It cost three 

million dollars, including the ground. Com- 

pare that with your public buildings in 

Pennsylvania and New York! Go and see 

our beautiful capitol in St. Paul. It cost 
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four and one-half million dollars, includ- 

ing the ground. Compare it with the New 

York and the Pennsylvania ecapitols! Go 

and see dur State University and our 

Chamber of Commerce. In our Chamber 

of Commerce more wheat is sold than in 

any other place on earth. Go 

Minnehaha Falls. The city 

welcome you to it. 

and see 

is yours; I 

President Gompers—I wish to introduce 

to you a gentleman whose name has be- 

come a household word in our country. 

He is well known to us all, and he comes 

to us with fresh laurels and fresh achieve- 

ments. I have the honor of presenting to 

you the Hon. John A. Johnson, Governor 

of Minnesota, 

Governor Johnson—Mr. President, Dele- 

gates of the American Federation of La- 

bor, and those of you who are here in- 

cidentally: I could perhaps best express 

myself in the “one word, Greeting, or in 

the two words, Greeting and Welcome. 

For seven or eight weeks it has been my 

very pleasant, or unpleasant, function to 

go about our great commonwealth and ad- 

dress great multitudes of people. If there 

is one thing that would have deterred my 

coming to this great gathering it is the 

fact that I might be expected to make a 

speech, either long or short. Speech- 

making has become as wearisome and 

laborious to me as it can possibly be to 

anyone who has to listen to me. But 

when I realized the great work under- 

taken by you in the interest of 1umanity, 

I certainly am willing to make any sacri- 

fice to be with you this morning, 

though I only bid you God speed. 

Minnesota is indeed proud to welcome 

you on this occasion. We recognize that 

you are engaged in a movement which 

must necessarily in the course of time, 

bring much fruit to a class of people who 

are entitled to that fruit which ought to 

come through their effort. Labor is the 

foundation of our wealth, the cornerstone 

and the keystone of our prosperity. While 

this is the great day of organization along 

the line of capital and other things, the 

people who ought to have the,most right 

to organize in behalf are the 

people you. No enn 

deny the right of your people to get to- 

gether to 

even 

their own 

represented by one 

relief and a betterment 

of their conditions than the class you rep- 
resent. That is the only 

who have to go into the open 5 

bring 

class of people 

market of 

with all the the ‘world and compete peo- 
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ple of the world. Yours is the only class 
that has to meet the inevitable law of 

supply and demand. I am glad that in 

this age we all agree to that. .In doing 

that which will bring to your people a fair 

chance to secure to themselves at least 

a fair share of the product of their toil 

Minnesota, so far as I understand, bids 

you God speed in your undertaking. This 

is in some respects a peculiar common- 

wealth. This is partially explained by the 

fact that it is a new commonwealth, and 

its wonderful resources have not been in 

any way exhausted. I am glad to know 

that in our state and in all the states 

there is a partial awakening of the public 

conscience, and among its best results is 

the realization that the American people, 

as a people, not a few but all of us, are 

entitled to share in the prosperity of our 

country, and that unless there is an equal 

distribution of the favors there can be 

no general prosperity in the country we 

so much admire and love. 

' hope your deliberations will be pleas- 

ant; in fact, I know they will be pleasant; 

but that is insignificant so far as the gen- 

eral purpose of your meeting is concerned. 

I sincerely hope that God will watch over 

you and permit this convention to be the 
best conference of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor that has ever been held, 

and that in working out the great prob- 

lems you have to solve you will do that 

for your countrymen which will cause 

them ever to feel grateful to you and to 

feel that you have accomplished much 
in their behalf. 

President Gompers—It is difficult indeed 

to find words to adequately express our 

appreciation of the very kind, courteous 

and cordial welcome that has been ex- 

tended to us. It is refreshing also to 

find that some of the ministers of the gos- 

pel can now in our era and time beseech 

Almighty God for his blessings upon a 

labor conventicn, 

I feel that we have profited greatly by 

the address of Governor Johnson, as well 

as the other addresses that have been 

made. For the welcome extended both 

from Minneapolis and from Minnesota, I 

know I but faintly express the sentiment 

of the delegates making up this conven- 

tion when I say we are deeply grateful 

and appreciative. 

During the addresses of welcome a 

thought occurred to me of the great prog- 

‘ of affairs. 

ress we have made in the productive ca- 

pacity of our people and in the facility 

with which the product of our labor is 

transported. I think it is not difficult 

for us to understand that there have been 

periods in the history of countries, our 

own included, when, notwithstanding the 

great productive capacity of our people, 

they have suffered want and misery. 

It is common knowledge that during one 

of the greatest famines that obtained 

among the people of India there was, up 

to that time, the largest exportation of 

products of the soil. 

We know that during the famine that 

occurred in Ireland in 1848 there was a 

larger exportation of the products of the 

soil than at any other time, yet nearly 

a half-million of her people perished. 

We know that during periods of depres- 

sion in this country the facilities for the 

production of wealth were at hand, and 

yet people suffered. 

Just thirteen years ago the American 

Federation of Labor held its convention 

in the court house of the city of Chicago. 

The delegates to that convention, in their 

ingress and egress to and from the 

halls had to pick their way carefully 

lest they tread upon human beings who 

lay as near as they could possibly huddle 

together because they had no place to 

shelter themselves and no food to eat. 

That was in the year of grace 1893, with 

all the genius of by-gone ages laying its 

laurel wreath at the feet of humanity. 

That great suffering stirred the hearts of 

the people of our country, particularly of 

the working people and emphatically of 

the organized working people. Within the 

past few years we have found a tendency 

to drift into just exactly such a condition 

The American Federation of 

Labor is satisfied that where the soil is 

rich and bountiful, where the people are 

ingenious, industrious,—willing to work 

and capable of working, poverty and mis- 

‘ery are not necessarily a part of our civil- 

ized life and that when such a condi- 

tion does prevail it is due to man’s mis- 

management rather than to any known or 

unknown law. The convention of the 

American Federation of Labor at 

Boston declared for a_ policy, and 

advised the working people to fol- 

low it, that shall once and for all 

time eliminate that condition, or a pos- 

sible recurrence of such a condition. 
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With all the great productive power of 

the working people nothing has come to us 

brought upon a silver platter. What has 

come to us has come as the result of our 

ewn persistent efforts and our determina- 

to be larger sharers in the product 

of cur labor. And in the same measure 

that the working people will refuse, in the 

degree they are determined to resist 

deterioration in their condition, in that 

degree will we eliminate misery and suf- 

fering from the _ political and economic 

condition of all the people of our country. 

tion 

There is so much one might say and so 

little time in which to say it, and so 

much business before the convention, that 

I shall cut short my talk upon this or any 

other subject at this time, except to say 

again, and to say it as earnestly and sih- 

cerely as I can, that in behalf of the del- 

egates to this convention of the American 

Federation of Labor, in behalf 

visiting friends and the great rank and 

file of the toilers of our country, Governor 

Johnson, brothers of the Central Labor 

Body of Minneapolis, the Acting Mayor 

and our reverend brother, we thank you 

sincerely and heartily for your words of 
welcome and for the courtesy and honor 

of your presence here this morning. 

I now declare this twenty-sixth annual 

convention open for business, and ask 

if the Committee on Credentials is ready 

to report. 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

Credentials, read the following report: 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 12, 1906. 

To the Officers and Members of the Twen- 
ty-sixth Annual Convention of. the 
American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen—Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to report that they 
have examined the credentials of 300 dele- 
gates, representing 84 International and 
National Unions, 21 State Branches, 60 
Central Bodies, 16 Local Trades and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, and 6 Fraternal Dele- 
gates, and recommend the following be 
seated: 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America—A. A. 
Myrup, R Schirra, 106 votes. 

Journeymen Barbers’ International 
Union—W. E. Klapetzky, Frank X. No- 
schang, James C. Shanessy, Jacob Fischer, 
231 votes. 

Bill Posters’ and Billers’ National Al- 
liance—John J. Whitehead, 14 votes. 

Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood 
of—J. W. Kline, P. H. Cummins, J. 
Henry, 82 votes. 

of our: 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders, 
Brotherhood of—George F. Dunn, Thos. 
H. Flynn, W. L. A. Johnsoa, 128 votes. 

Bookbinders, International Brotherhood 
of—Robert Glockling, 68 votes. 

3o0ot and Shoe Workers’ Union—John 
F. Tobin, C. L. Baine, John P.gMurphy, 
J. F. Casey, Emmet T. Walls, 321 votes. 

Brewery Workmen, International Union 
of United—Louis Kemper, John Gannon, 
John Sullivan, A. J. Kugler, 360 votes. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers’ 
Alliance —Chas, Hank, Frank Butterworth, 
64 votes. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
International Association of—Frank M., 
Ryan, Garry Kelly, Wm. J. McCain, 106 
votes. 

Brushmakers’ International Union—An- 
drew H. Law, 5 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners, United Broth- 
erhood of—Frank Duffy, T. M. Guerin, J. 
E. Potts, Wm. D. Huber, J. D. McKin- 
lay, W. B. Macfarlane, A. M. Swartz, 1637 
votes, 

Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated— 
Society of—Herbert Crampton, 43 votes. 

Cement Workers, American Brother- 
hood of—Frank Gengenback, P. H. Molloy, 
42 votes. 

Cigarmakers’ International Union, Sam- 
uel Gompers, Thos. F. Tracy, J. Mahlon 
Barnes, George R. French, John T. 
Smith, 391 votes. 

Clerks’ International Protective Asso- 
ciation, Retail—H. J. Conway, Max Mor- 
ris, A. B. Lobenberg, Herman Robinson, 
D. F. Manning, 500 votes. 

Commercial Telegraphers’ 
jel L. Russell, 20 votes 

Coopers’ International Union—James <A! 
Cable, August Bablitz, 55 votes. 

Electrical Workers, International Broth- 
erhocd of—Frank J. McNulty, Wm. E 
Kennedy, Stephen J. Fay, 210 votes. 

Elevator Constructors, International 
Union of—Frank Feeney, 22-votes. 

Engineers, International Union of Steam 
—Matt Comerford, R. A. McKee, Henry 
Ketter, P. C. Winn, 175 votes. 

Firemen, International Brotherhood of 
Stationary—Timothy Healy, C. L. Shamp, 
J. W. Morton, 123 votes. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes’ Inter- 
national Union—A. E. Kellington, 7 votes. 

Foundry Employes, International Broth- 
erhood of—George Bechtold, 10 votes. 

Fur Workers, International Association 
of—Hugo V. Koch, 4 votes. 

Garment Workers, United—T. A. Rick- 
ert, B. A. Larger, Miss Sarah Hagan, M. 
A. McMahon, 240 votes. ’ 

Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association—D. A. 
Hayes, Harry P. Hoag, 78 votes, 

Glass Workers’ Union, Amalgamated— 
Walter West, 16 votes, 

Glass Workers’ Union, Amalgamated 
Window—Arthus L. Faulkner, Clarence L. 
Tarr, 58 votes. 

Gold Beaters’ National Union—James B. 
McCabe, 8 votes. 

Union—Dan- 
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Granite Cutters’ International Associa- 
tion—James Duncan, Charles Delaney, 
Isaac Coombe,«113 votes. 

Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife 
Llade—Thomas H. Lockwood, 3 votes. 

Hatters of 
Martin 
I 

North America, United— 
Imwlor, James P. Maher, Thomas 

onovan, 85 votes. 

Hod Carriers’ and Building 
International Union—H. A. 
Herman Lilien, 50 votes. 

Horse Shoers, International 
Journeymen—D. D. 
patrick, 41 votes, 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ Inter- 
national Alliance and Bartenders’ Inter- 
national League—T. J. Sullivan, Jere L. 
Sullivan, Thomas §. Farrell, 345 votes. 

Iron and Steel Workers, Amalgamated 
Association of—P. J. McArdle, John Wil- 

Laborers’ 
Stemburgh, 

Union of 
Driscoll, J. J. Fitz- 

liams, Llewelyn Lewis, 100 votes. 

Jewelry Workers’ Union, International 
—Wm. C. Wulff, 4 votes, 

Lathers, Wood, Wire and Metal—Wm. 
J. McSorley, Frank C. Roth, 40 votes. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of—John J. Pfeiffer, 
40 votes. 

Lithographers’ International Associa- 
tion—Lawrence Johnson, 30 votes. 

Longshoremen’s International 
tion—Daniel J. Keefe, Henry C. 
Thos. Harrison, Cornelius Wild, 
Walsh, 340 votes. 

Machinists, International Association of 
—James O’Connell, James J. Creamer, 
George H. Warner, Arthur E, Ireland, 500 
votes. 

Mctal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Lrass Workers, Jnternational Union of— 
A. B. Grout, Frank Freeman, 100 votes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen— 
M, Donnelly, H. D. Call, 50 votes. 

Metal Workers, Amalgamated Sheet— 
Hugh Frayne, P. J. Downey, 129 votes. 

Mine Workers, United—John Mitchell, 
W. B. Wilson, Te. L. Lewis, W. D. Ryan, 
John Fahy, John T. Dempsey, G. W. 
Savage, 2,379 votes. 

Molders’ Union, Iron—Jos. F. Valentine, 
E. J, Denny, John Bradley, George M. 
Digel, Valentine Barie, 450 votes. 

Musicians, American Federation 
Joseph N. Weber, Owen Miller, 
Spieg!, David A. Carey, 354 votes. 

Associa- 
Barter, 
James 

of— 
Frank 

Painters and Decorators, Brotherhood 
of—J. C. Skemp, James P.. Archibald, 
George Finger, James Lucas, P. F. Hol- 
ton, 5 votes. 

Paper Makers, International 
hood of—Thomas Mellor, 35 

Pattern Makers’ League 
40 votes. 

Photo-Engravers’ Union, International— 
HW. E. Gudbrandsen, 22 votes. 

Piano and Organ Workers’ International 
Union—Chas, Dold, 80 votes. 

Plate Printers’ Union, Steel and Copper 
—Pdward L. Jordan, 12 votes. 

Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters, Unit- 
ed Association of—Thos, Clark, Thos, G. 
Badgley, Frank J. Kennedy, 150 votes. 

Brother- 
votes, 

James Wilson, 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive—-Thos. J. Duffy, Thos. J. Mumford, 
56 votes. 

Print Cutters‘ Association, 
Ernest J. Dix, 4 votes. 

Printing Pressmen’s Union, Internation- 
al—Martin P. Higgins, William Gund, R 
W. Shepard, 166 votes, 

Quarry Workers’ International Union— 
P. F. McCarthy, 88 votes. 

tailroad Telegraphers, Order of—L. W. 
Quick, D. G. Ramsay, J. F. Lambert, 150 
votes, 

Railway Employes, Amalgamated Asso- 

National— 

ciation of Street—W. D. Mahon, Ben 
Commons, Edward McMorrow, 300 votes. 

Seamen’s Union, International—Wm. 
Penje, Andrew Furuseth, Wm. H. Frazier, 
Cc. J. Harrington, 194 votes. 

Shingle Weavers’ Union, International— 
J. G. Brown, 17 votes. 

Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers, In- 
ternational Union—Hugh Kirk, 20 votes. 

Slate and Tile Roofers, International— 
Wm. W. Clark, 5 votes. 

Stage Employes, Theatrical—Lee M. 
Hart, Philip Kelly, 60 votes. 

Switchmen’s Union of North America~— 
Frank T. Hawley, Samuel E. Heberling, 
81 votes. 

Tailors’ Union, Journeymen—John B. 
Lennon, Hugh Robinson, A. Dahlman, 166 
votes. 

Textile Workers, United—John Golden, 
Thomas O’Donnell, 100 votes. 

Tile Layers and Helpers, Ceramic, Mo- 
saic and Encaustic—Henry C. Raasch, 19 
votes. 

Tin Plate Workers’ International Union 
—George Powell, 14 votes. 

Tobacco Workers’ International Union— 
Anthony McAndrews, Henry Fischer, 55 
votes. 

Typographical Union, International— 
James M. Lynch, Frank Morrison, Frank 
K. Foster, Hugh Stevenson, Michael Col- 
bert, 438 votes. 

Upholsterers’ International Union—An- 
ton J. Engle, 26 votes. 

Wood Workers’ International Unior, 
Almalgamated—D. D. Mulcahy, Chas. F. 
Gebelein, Richard Braunschweig, 159 
votes. 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor— 
John Morgan, 1 vote. 

Colorado State Federation of Labor— 
S. G. Fosdick, 1 vote. 

Florida State Federation of Labor— 
Tony Entenza, 1 vote. 

Georgia State Federation of Labor— 
Jerome Jones, 1 

Illinois State 
H. Walker, 

Indiana State Federation of Labor—Ed- 
gar A Pérkins, 1 vote. 

vote, 

Federation of Labor—John 
1 yote. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor—Johna 
F. Ream, 1 vote. 

Maine State Federation of Labor— 
Philip J. Byrne, 1 vote. 
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Massachusetts State Federation of La- 
bor—Frank H. McCarthy, 1 vote. 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor— 
Wm. Templeman, 1 vote. 

Missouri State Federation 
Clarence P. Connolly, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor— 
Henry J. Gottlob, 1 vote. 

New York Workingmen’s Federation of 
Labor—Thos. E. Sweeny, 1 vote. 

North Carolina State Federation of La- 
bor—W. F. Stoner, 1 vote. 

Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor 
—S. H. Weaver, 1 vote. 

Texas State Federation of Labor—oO. A. 
Anderson, 1 vote. 

Wisconsin State Federation of Labor— 
Victor L. Berger, 1 vote. 

Ashland, Wis., Central Labor Council— 
James M. O’Brien, 1 vote. 

Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades—J. 
B. Hewitt, 1 vote. 

Atlantic City, N. J., Central 
Union—John Rothwell, 1 vote. 

Boston, Mass., 
Martin T. Joyce, 1 vote. 

Belleville, Ill., Trades and Labor 
sembly—Chas. Muendlein, 1 vote. 

Brockton, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
E. Gerry Brown, 1 vote. 

Chicago, Ill., Federation of Labor—A. 
Johannsen, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati, O., Central Labor Council— 
Henry Ott,.1 vote. 

Cleveland, O., United Trades and Labor 
Council—Harry J. Whitlam, 1 vote. 

Clinton, Ia., Tri-City Labor Congress— 
Geo. C. Campbell, 1 vote. 

Covington (Kenton and Campbell Cos.), 
Ky., Trades Council—J. R. Lyon, 1 vote. 

Cumberland, Md., Trades Council—F. N. 
Zihlman, 1 vote. 

Decatur, Ill, Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—Eugene Linxweiler, 1 vote, 

Depue, Ill., Trades Assembly—D. J. 
Farley, 1 vote. 

Detroit, Mich., Federation of 
Gustay Dihle, 1 vofe. 

Eureka, Cal., Federated Trades and La- 
bor Council—Catherine P. Burgess, 1 vote. 

Dubuque, Ia., Trades and Labor Con- 
gress—Joe Hedly, 1 vote. 

Fargo, N. D., Trades and Labor 
sembly—Arthur L. Failor, 1 vote, 

Fort Edward, N. Y., Trades Assembly— 
Henry Hassard, 1 vote. 

Granite City, Ill., Tri-City Central La- 
bor Council—Ben Ford, 1 vote. 

Iola, Kansas, Central Labor Union—R. 
W. Perkins, 1 vote. 

Kewanee, Ill., Trades and Labor 
sembly—Edward A. Whitney, 1 vote. 

Jamestown, N. Y., Central Labor Coun- 
cil—H. S. Whiteman, 1 vote. 

Lawrence, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
Robert §. Maloney, 1 vote. 

Louisville, Ky., Federation of Labor— 
George Kolb, 1 vote. 

of Labor— 

Labor 

As- 

Labor— 

ASs- 

AS- 

Central Labor Union—- 

Milwaukee, Wis., ,Federated Trades 
Council—Edward H. Basenberg, 1 vote. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Thomas Van Lear, 1 vote. 

New Orleans, La., Central Labor Union 
J. E. Porter, 1 vote. 

Newport News, Va., Central 
Union— J. B. Clindinst, 1 vote. 

Newark, N. J. (Essex), Trades Council 
-John Lang, 1 vote. 

Omaha, Neb., Central 
Louis V. Guye, 1 vote. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Central Trades Council— 
Cc. C. Douglass, 1 vote. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Trades and 
bor Council—Edward J. Freer, 1 vote. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Central Labor Council— 
Frank Chaney, 1 vote. 

St. Louis, Mo., Central Trades and La- 
bor Union—E. J. McCullen, 1 vote. 

St. Paul, Minn., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—G. C. Collins, 1 vote. 

San Francisco, Cal., Labor Council—J. 
J. O'Neill, 1 vote. 

Scranton, Pa:, Central Labor Union— 
Wm. Corless, 1 vote. 

Sioux Falls, S. D., Trades and 
Assembly—F. C. Lippert, 1 vote. 

South Chicago, Ill., Trades and Labor 
Assembly—J. B. Fitzpatrick, 1 vote. 

South Omaha, Neb., Central Labor 
Union—Ed Glenn, 1 vote. 

Spokane, Wash., Central Labor Union— 
A. E. Cooney, 1 vote. 

Springfield, Ill., Federation 
James Burns, 1 vote, 

Steubenville, Ohio, Federation of Labor 
—Michael E. McSwiggen, 1 vote. 

Superior, Wis., Trades and Labor 
sembly—J. H. Somerville, 1 vote. 

Taylorville, Ill., Central Trades and La- 
bor Assembly—T,. J. Downey, 1 vote. 

Washington, D. C., Central Labor Union 
—Sam De Nedrey, 1 vote. J. 

White River Junction, Vt., Central La- 
bor Union—G. W. Hill, 1 vote. 

Wilkes Barre, Pa., Central Labor Union 
—Charles Lavin, 1 vote. 

Wilmington, Del., Central Labor Union 
—A. R. Saylor, 1 vote. 

Winona, Minn., Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—Thos. H. Botham, 1 vote. 

Zanesville, O., Central Trades and La- 
bor Council—John A. Voll, 1 vote. 

Double Drum Hoister Runners, No. 
11,275—Robert J. Riddell, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7426—R. E. 
Woodmansee, 1 yote. ‘ 

Federal Labor Union, No. 
Barnes, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 12,293—H. P 
Jones, 1 vote, 

Labor 

Labor Union— 

La- 

Labor 

of Labor— 

As- 

12,080—E. E. 

Firemen’s Association, No. 
George B. Hargan, 1 vote. 

Milkers’ Protective Union, No. 
Marcel Wille. 2 votes, 

12,270— 

8,861— 



Newsboys’ Protecgive Union, No. 9,077— 
Thos. J. Mulkern, 1 vote. 

Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ Union, 
No. 9,4683—John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 

Stenographers, Typewriters, Bookkeep- 
ers and Assistants Union, No. 11,597— 
Miss H. B. Reid, 1 vote. 

Stenographers, Typewriters, 
ers and Assistants Union, No. 
Miss J. T. Kelly, 1 vote. 

300kkeep- 
11,773— 

We also beg to report credential for 
Henry Sands, representing the Internat- 
ional Brotherhood of Composition Roofers, 
Damp and Water Proof Workers. This 
organization has not been chartered for 
the one month as required by the con- 
stitution of the A. F. of L., but inasmuch 
as it is an international union of long 
standing, and has paid per capita tax to 
the A. F. of L. for October and Novem- 
ber, we recommend that its delegate be 
seated, with 10 votes. 

British Trades Union Congress—Allen 
Gee and J. N. Bell, 2 votes. 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress-—- 
1 vote. 

Women’s International Union Label 
League—Mrs, Chas. Hank, without vote. 

Presbyterian Department of Church and 
Labor—Charles Stelzle, without vote. 

Women’s National Trade Union League 
—Mrs. Mary Kenney O'Sullivan, without 
vote, 

On motion of Delegate Mahon, the re- 

port of the Cemmittee on Credentials was 

adopted as read and the delegates named 

were seated. 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

Credentials, continued the report as fol- 

lows: 

The following delegates represent or- 
ganizations that have not complied with 
Section 2, Article XI, of the Constitution, 
and we recommend that they be not seat- 
ed until such time as the organizations 
shall have been placed in good standing 
withthe A. F. of L.: 

Carriage and Wagon Workers’ 
national Union—Henry C. Stein. Owe per 
eapita tax for July, August and Septem- 
ber, 1906, and Typographical assessment. 

Car Workers’ International, Association 
—P. F. Richardson. Owe balance Typo 
graphical assessment. 

Freight Handlers and ‘Warehousemen’s 
International Union—P. J. Flannery. Owe 
for per capita tax for September, 1905, 
and succeeding months. 

Laundry Workers, International Union 
ef Shirt, Waist and—J. W. Smiley, Nettie 
L. Spencer. Owe Typographical assess- 
ment. 

Marble Workers’ 
eiation of—Walter V. 
g-iphical assessment. 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood of 
—£mmet T. Flood, Thomas Barry, Peter 

Asso- 
Owe Typo- 

International 
Price. 

Inter- 
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J. Donaghue, Lawrence A. Grace, J. E 
Toone. Owe Typographical Union Assess- 
ment. 

Ohio State Federation of Labor—J. P. 
Sheridan. Owe dues for November, 1905, 
and succeeding months, 

Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 
ingmen—Santiago Iglesias. Owe dues for 
August, 1905, and succeeding months. 

Vermont State Federation of Labor-- 
Daniel A, Bruten. Owe dues for May, 
1906, and succeeding months. 

Virginia State Federation of WLabor—- 
Wm. A. Davis. Owe dues for June, 1906, 
and succeeding months. 

Duluth, Minn., Federated Trades As: 
sembly--J. Shartel. Owe dues for July, 
1906, and succeeding months. 

_Kenosha, Wis., Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—Edward Kleiman. Owe dues for 
June, 1906, and succeeding months. 

Lincoln, Neb., Central Labor Union—- 
Wm. M. Maupin. Owe dues for October. 
1905, and succeeding months. 

‘Norfolk, Va., Central Labor Union. Owe 
dues for December, 1905, and succeeding 
months. 

Oelwein, Iowa, Trades 
sembly—J. C. Krelin. Owe dues for Sep. 
tember, 1906, and succeeding months. 

Philadelvhia, Pa., Central Labor Union 
—Charles Leps. Owe dues for July, 1906, 
and succeeding months. 

Drainlayers and Helpers, No. 10,335—-- 
John Cardi‘f. Owe Typographical assess 

and Labor As- 

ment. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9,316—Wm. 
Cragon. Owe Typographical assessment. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11,624—A. W. 
McCallum. Owe ‘Typographical assess- 
ment. 

Laborers, Excavators and Rockmen, No. 
11,679—D. D’Alessandro. Owe Textile and 
‘Typographical Union assessments. 

Riggers’ Union, No. 11,561—J. W. Me- 
Fadden. Owe Typographical assessment. 

Delegate Mahon—I move that these cre- 

dentials be left in the hands of the com- 

mittee until the various organizations 

have had an opportunity to settle their 

per capita tax, and that a report be made 

later. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Farrell continued the report of 

the Committee on Credentials, as fol- 

lows: 

A protest was received from the Jour- 
neymen Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam 
Fitters and Steam Fitters’ Helpers, 
against the seating of the delegates of the 
International Association of Steam and 
Hot Water Fitters and Helpers, James M. 
Cumming and John Mangan. The pro- 
test sets forth that their conditional 
charter was issued in violation of the 
constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor. This organization has conform. 
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ed to the law, and the charter having 
been granted them, we therefore rule the 
protest out of order, and recommend that 
its delegates be seated with 55 votes. 

Delegate Ireland—I move that the 

recommendation of the committee be con- 

curred in. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Kennedy spoke in opposition 

ta the motion and moved as an amend- 

ment that the question of seating 

the delegates from the International As- 

sociation of Steam and Hot Water Fit- 

ters and Helpers be deferred until the 

representatives of both organizations 

could appear before the Executive Coun- 

ceil. (Seconded.) 

The amendment was discussed by Dele- 

gate Cullen and Vice-President Duncan. 

The amendment was then withdrawn 

and the motion to concur in the report of 
the committee carried. 

Delegate Farrell continued the report 

of the Committee on Credentials, as fol- 

lows: 

“The following credentials are also pro- 

tested: 

Buffalo, N. Y. (Erie Co.), United Trades 

and Labor Council, A. Grant, by the Dis- 

trict Council of Buffalo and the United 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

New York Central Federated Union, 

Ernest Bohm, by the Amalgamated Meat 

Cutters and Butcher Workmen of North 

America.”’ 

President Gompers Appointed the fol- 
lowing Committee: 

Rules and Order of Business—James 
A. Cable, John Cannon, A. B. Luben- 
berg. J. C. Shanessy, J. B. Casey, William 
B. Macfarlane, C. L. Shamp, J. J. Fitz- 
patrick, John J. Pfeiffer, Cornelius Wild, 
John Fahy, William Gund, E. McMorrow, 
L. A. Grace, John Rothwell. 

The convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 2 o’clock p, m. 



FIRST DAY 

convention was called to order at The 
2 President Gompers in the 2 o'clock p. m. 

chair. 

Absentees—Law, Richardson, Winn, 
Flannery, Tarr, Farrell, Wulff, McSorley, 
Roth, Smiley, Warner Price, Donnelly 
Call, Freeman, Weber, Skemp, Archibald, 
Finger, Holton, Wilson (Jas.), Dix, Gund, 
Shepard, Quick, Hart, Kelly (Philip), 
Hawley, Heberling, Barry, Donaghue, 
Grace, Hibbert, Raasch, Powell, Morgan, 
Byrne, Stoner, Iglesias, Rothwell, Grant, 
Campbell, Lyon, Zihlman, Hedly, Hass- 
ard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), Bohm, Guye, 
Fitzpatrick, Glenn, Cooney, Hill, Cragon, 
Jones, Hargan, D’Alessandro. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 

list of committees appointed by the Pres- 

ident: 

Committee on  President’s Report— 
Frank K. Foster, Andrew Furuseth, 
James J. Creamer, Thos. F. Tracy, Chas. 
L. Baine, P. J. McArdle, David A. Carey, 
W. G. Savage, E. J. Denny, Robert Glock- 
ling, Jerome Jones, Henry Ott, Wm. 
Templeman, S. De Nedery, M. Donnelly. 

Committee on Secretary’s Report— 
Thos. A. Duffy, R. A. McKee, John T. 
Dempsey, Geo. Powell, John Bradley, L. 
W. Quick, Henry Ketter, Geo. Bechtold, 
Thos. Donovan, H. A. Stemberg, John J. 
Pfieffer, Geo. H. Warner, Valentine Barie, 
R. W. Shephard, C. J. Harrington. 

Committee on Treasurer’s Report—W. 
H. Frazier, John J. Whitaker, J. D. Mc- 
Kinlay, J. G. Brown, Phillip Kelly, Albert 
Hibbert, Hugh Stevenson, Anton J. Engle, 
A. A. Myrup, J. J. Henry, John Cannon, 
A. Bablitz, C. L. Tarr, Frank Roth, P. J. 
Downey. 

Committee on Resolutions—James Dun- 
can, J. W. Kline, W. D. Ryan, J. E. 
Tooné, W. L. A. Johnson, Geo. R. French, 
John Sullivan, B. A. Larger, D. D. Mul- 
cahy, Henry C. Stein, Chas. Hank, Henry: 
J. Gottlob, T. Paccelli, T. M. 
John P. Sheridan. 

Committee on Laws—John B. Lennon, 
W. B. Wilson, D. A. Hayes, Max Morris, 
James M. Lynch, W. D. Mahon, F. 
Hoschang, D. G. Ramsay, F. T. Hawley, 
Lee M. Hart, Owen Miller, Geo. F. Dunn, 
M. Commerford, John P: Murphy, Thos. 
Sweeney. 

Committee on Organization—John Mit- 
chell, James Wilson, 3en Commons, 
Frank Duffy, H. C. Barter, John Wil- 
liams, Frank Butterworth, Herman Rob- 
inson, Walter West, Arthur E. Ireland, 
M. F. Noonan, J. G. Brown, Thomas 
ho eaeaaa E. Gerry Brown, E. J. McCul- 
um. 

Committee on Labels—Jacob Fischer, 
Thos. A. Rickert, Martin Lawlor. Mich- 
ael Colbert, J. M. Barnes, A. H. Law, 

Guerin, 

10) 

-Afternoon Session. 

R. Schirra, Lewis Kemper, A, E. Kei- 
lington, E. T. Walls, Henry Fischer, J. L. 
Sullivan, Chas. Gebelein, A. Dahlman, 
J. M. Smiley. 

Committee on Grievances James 
O'Connell, Thos, L. Lewis, John F. Tobin, 
Wm. E. Klapetzky, John Golden, F. J. 
McNulty, Chas. Delany, H. P. Hoag, Jos. 
N. Weber, Hugh Robinson, C. P. Con- 
nelly, F. H. McCarthy, E. A. Perkins, 
A. L. Faulkner, T. J. Sullivan. 

Committee on Education — 
Valentine, Llewelyn Lewis, E. L. Jordaz 
Chas. Dold, Lawrence Johnson, J. 
Potts, Daniel L. Russell, J. W. Norton, 
John Mangan, Thomas Lockwood, P. F. 
Richardson, W. E. Kennedy, James P. 
Meagher, James Wilson, Frank Speigel. 

Committee on State Organizations— 
Daniel J. Keefe, James Wilson, Timothy 
Healy, D. D. Driscoll, A. M. Swartz, 
D. F._ Manning, P. J. Flannery, 8. G. 
Fosdick, Thos. Harrison, Hugh Frayne, 
Thos. Clark, Thos. Mellor, Wm. W. Clark, 
S. E. Heberling, Thos. Van Lear, 

Local and Federated Podies—P. H. 
Cummins, James P. Archibald, Ernest 
Bohm, R. E. Woodmansee, W. A. Davis, 
E. T. Flood, S. I esias, Joseph W. Mc- 
Fadden, Ernest J. Dix, Martin T. Joyce, 
Anton Johannsen, Robert Maloney, S. H. 
Weaver, C. C. Douglass, Gustay Dihle. 

Committee on Building Trades—Wm. D. 
Huber, Stephen J. Fay, Herbert Cramp- 
ton, F. M. Ryan, F. J. Kennedy, F. Gen- 
genback, Frank Feeney, Isaac Coombe, 
Wm. J. McSorley, Walter V. Price, J. C. 
Skemp, Herman Lilien, P. C. Winn, J. M. 
Cummins, P. F. McCarthy. 

Committee on Boycotts— Homer D. Call, 
James Lucas, Wm. Penje, H. E. Gud- 
brandsen, Geo. W. Digel, Wm. C. Wulff, 
H. J. Conway, J. F. Carsey, J. W. Mc- 
Cain, P. H. Molloy, Hugo V. Koch, A. B. 
Grout, A. McAndrews, Thos. H. Flynn, 
Thos. J. Mumford. 

First Vice-President Duncan was called 

to the chair during the reading of Presi- 

dent Gompers’ annual report. The dele- 

gates listened to the report with the 

greatest interest, and interrupted Presi- 

dent Gompers frequently with hearty ap- 
plause. 

At the conclusion of the reading the re- 

port was referred to the proper com- 

mittee, 

The reports of Secretary Morrison and 

Treasurer Lennon were then read and re- 

ferred to the proper committees. 

Joseph 
1, 
Le 

The convention was then adjourned 
9 a. m., Tuesday, November 13th. 

The following are the reports of the 

President, Secretary and Treasurer: 

to 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 

Minneapolis, Minn., November 12, 1906. 

Fo the Oficers and Delegates to the Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Trade Unionists: With the opening of this, the twenty-sixth annual 

convention of the American Federation of Labor, the twenty-fifth chapter of 

its existence will be written, and in the writing of its memorable pages in this 

great city of the Northwest, we are all to be engaged. That we may be 

imbued with the intelligence and the responsibility to write these pages aright; 

that they may record the doing of a work well done, that shall have its benign 

influence upon our people of to-day, and be of lasting benefit to human kind for 

all time to come, is the hope and prayer of all thinking, sincere men. 

The quarter of a century of the existence of our Federation has been beset 

by difficulties which have often seemed insurmountable. By constant, consistent 

and persistent application and concentration of our efforts along trade union lines, 

we have steadily but surely advanced onward and upward, and have aided in the 

substantial improvement of the material, moral, political and social condition of 
the working people, aye, of all the people. 

Each recurring convention of the American Federation of Labor has not only 

encouraged the men and women of labor, but has implanted hope for a better day, 

and has done much in fulfillment of that better day. Each convention has instilled 

thought and devised action that have pressed home upon modern society Labor’s 

demands for justice and right. Each recurring convention has attracted the keen 

interest of all observers, thinkers, and all lovers of the human family. I am quite 

sure that all will agree that I am safe within the limits of truth in stating that at 
no previous convention of our great movement have hopes, courage, expectancy 

and interest been so thoroughly aroused and centered as upon this gathering— 

consummating as it does the quarter of a century:‘of the existence of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

Justified by experience as well as by my knowledge of the delegates that 

constitute the twenty-sixth annual convention of the American Federdtion of Labor, 

I not only bid you welcome to this great council, the parliament of American labor, 

but I feel confident that you will prove faithful, competent and true to the great trust 

reposed in you by the toiling masses of America. Coming as you do fresh from the 

fields of industry, the factory, the work-shop, the mills and the mines, in close touch 

with the wealth-producers, fully conscious of the wrongs they endure and keenly 

feel, fully realizing the rights and justice to which they so naturally aspire, none 

are placed in a position to deal so capably and effectually with the solution of these 

problems as are you, my fellow-delegates. Too many of the burdens and the wrongs 

ef ages, the result of prejudice, bigotry and greed, are yet borne by the myriads of 

workers. Despite the progress and achievements, it is the mission and the bounden 

duty of the much-abused, misunderstood and misrepresented organized labor move- 

ment of our country and our time to lighten burdens, abolish wrong and attain the 

rights too long denied. ‘ 
The composite character of our movement is made up of workers, not shirkers. 

We realize the duty of man to work, to produce wealth, not merely for existence, but 

that shall contribute toward and bring as its own reward, all those necessities and 

contributory elements which go to make up the highest possible developed manhood 

and citizenship; that shall accord the fullest happiness, equality and right to woman- 

hood; that shall throw its protecting arm around the young and the innoceft 

(1) 
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ehildren, safeguard them from cupidity and avarice and give them the fullest oppor- 
tunity of the home, the schoolroom, the playground—the opportunity of growing 

into the intelligent, humane, and liberty-loving manhood and womanhood of the 

future. : 
Without detracting one iota from any association, there can be no question 

among thinking men that the modern labor movement has done, is doing, and will 

undoubtedly do, more in the interest of mankind and to humanize the human family 

than all other agencies combined. Although primarily devoting our efforts to our 

great membership, yet there can not be a deciaration made or an action taken for the 

protection, advancement and improvement of our own membership but which will 

have a corresponding beneficent effect, not only upon the yet unorganized workers, 

but upon all the masses of the people. 

Yet, despile the necessary beneficent results which follow and have their being 

from the result of our movement, it is attacked and vilified as is no other institu- 

tion on earth. Its achievements are belittled, its motives aspersed, its mistakes 

magnified, its driftwood held up as the highest type of the manhood it developes, 

While we can expect nothing better than antagonism, vicious and malicious misrep- 

resentation at the hands of those who represent neither conscience nor humanity, 

but rather greed and avarice, and whose only object is the almighty dollar, yet we 

have the right to insist upon fair treatment in the discussion of the labor movement 

we have the honor to represent. We may not perhaps reasonably object to those 

who oppose our movement, making their opposition manifest, but we have the right 

to protest, and do most emphatically, against the wilful and malicious misrepre- 

sentation of our movement and the philosophy upon which it is based. 

Nothing has been brought to Labor upon a silver platter. The progress and 

achievements, the material advantages secured, have been those which Labor con- 

quered by organization, by self-sacrifice, by consequent growing intelligence 

and determination of the wage-workers themselves. That this has proven true in 

the past is clearly manifest, and it follows that by a close adherence to that course 

in the future will the toiling masses daily draw nearer the full noon-day of their 

disenthrallment. Conscious of the duty devolving upon us, thoroughly imbued with 

high aims and noble purposes, and satisfied beyond all peradventure of final triumph, 

let us all nerve ourselves to the high resolve to approach our labor, to dare and do 

that which will bring light, hope, and encouragement into the lives and the homes 

of our people. 

It is made the duty of the president of the Federation to submit an annua) 

report of his acts and doings, the work in connection with the general labor move- 

ment, the progress, if any, which has been made, and all matters pertaining to the 

welfare of labor. It is, perhaps, needless to say here that to which I have often 

called attention, that notwithstanding my earnest desire to carry out this command, 

it is utterly impossible, not only for the reason that all the actions and the work 

can not be detailed or referred to, time and space forbidding, but also for the further 

fact that much of that which I might otherwise report has by custom become to be 

incorporated in the report of the Executive Council. I shall, however, as succinctly 

as I can, report to you upon some of, the most important subjects which should 

receive your attention and which, I hope, may receive your careful and fraternal 

consideration. 

TRADE UNION GROWTH. 

During the fiscal year ending September 30, 1906, we issued from the American 

Federation of Labor the following charters: 

International Unions 

nes I na ns sonics o aawa eases : 
City Central Bodies....... 

RE Se BAO s n'0'0,6:056 6,690.0 0:40.00 08:0 0086 eer 

Federal Labor Unions.... 

The charters issued to international unions were as follows: Lake Pilot#” 

Protective Association of the Great Lakes, Lithographers’ International Protective 

and Beneficial Association of the United States and Canada, Amalgamated Window 

Glass Workers of America, Steel Plate Transferrers’ Association of America, Inter- 
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national Association of Steam and Hot Water Fitters (re-issued), Switchmen’s Union 
of North America. A 

State l*ederations as follows: Colorado, North Carolina, Maryland, West 
Indies. ; 

The City Central Bodies receiving charters within the year will be given in 

detail in the Secretary's report. ‘Ihe titles of all our affiliated organizations, and 

the names and addresses of their executive officers, are published regularly in the 

directories we print and circulate semi fnually. 

There were aifiliated to the American Iederation of Labor by charter, Sep- 

tember 30, 1906: 

International Unions 

BtHte  POAOTRIONE s occ csc cteccuvecncwendaces e 

Central Labor Bodies 

Local Trade and I’ederal Labor Unions........... ee 

From this report and from the financial report, which will be submitted to 

you, it will be observed that despite the bitter antagonism of the worst elements in 

the capitalist forces and the relentless war upon our movement which they have 

undertaken to wage, as well as the attempt of those who mask under pretended 

friendship for labor, and their efforts at undermining and dividing our organization, 

our movement steadily forges co the front, is augmented by large numbers of the 

previously unorganized, and by afliliation brings into the fold of our brotherhood 

international, state, city and local unions. 

OUR MOVEMENT NOT PERFECT, BUT PROGRESSIVE. 

The stoutest advocates and defenders of the trade union movement and our 
Federation do not pretend that we have reached the acme of perfection. 

‘yhat the trade union movement and our [Federation is the highest and best 

developed working class movement thus far evolved, no thinking man can success- 

fully dispute. 

That we are improving and perfecting our organizations and making them 

more effective to protect and promote the best interests of all the toilers in every 
field of activity and opportunity, is clearly manifest. 

TRADE UNIONS NATURAL DEVELOPMENT. 

There are some who would divide existing forces of organized labor under the 

pretense that the trade union movement does not expand its effort to cover all the 

workers cf a given industry, Who would dismember our trade unions of to-day under 

the deiusive notion that all the workers in a given industry, regardless of trade or 

calling, could then be organized into what they are pleased to term an industrial 

union. They evidently imagine that the trade union movement was “made to order” 

in a mold, that it is a fixture. They are entirely oblivious of the fact that the trade 

union movement in its origin, growth, workings and development is, primarily and 

historically, the movement of the wage-workers, by the wage-workers, for the wage- 

workers; that its growth and expauasion are apace with the growth and advancement 

of .u.e Wage-earners, and that the co-operation of the workers in a given industry 

and of all industry must come through a navural, orderly and well-defined course as 

a result of necessity and experience. 

The trade union movement sets no hard and fast lines for itself. It reckons 

witn the workmen as they are, and not as it would wish them to be. It undertakes 

to deal with them and the problems confronting them so that they may make, as 

they are making, the trade union movement broader, more comprehensive and 

effective for their own good as well as for the common good of all. 

In the past, ave, even in our own time, we have witnessed the inauguration of 

movements of uw so-called industrial character and which proved to be movements that 

*The 119 international unions above enumerated consist of approximately 
27,600 local unions of their respective trades and callings. 
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did not move, the most conspicuous of which was the Knights of Labor, whose policy 
ef industrialism and antagonism to the trade union movement proved its own un- 

doing. 
Our experience has demonstrated that drastic efforts to prematurely bring 

workmen of kindred trades into co-operation or amalgamation have aroused greater 

hostility and resentment and driven them farther apart. The policy pursued by our 

movement is to encourage the feelings of amity and fraternity among the men in the 
different organizations of labor of a given or a kindred industry, and to inaugurate 

an alliance so that in time an amalgamation may result in one comprehensive organi- 
zation. The number of affiliated organizations under the titles of “International 

Unions” and “Amalgamated Associations” now in existence, in which the fullest 
development on this line has been established, is the best testimony of the wisdom 

and the practicability of the course and policy pursued by the trade union movement 

for which the American Federation of Labor stands. Recent doings of so-called 

“industrialists” present the other view. Who can hesitate in his choice? 

CITY CENTRAL BODIES—THEIR IMPORTANCE AND DUTY. 

The general and public discussion of the needs and the demands of Labor is in 
the several localities pressed home upon the people in their respective vicinities by 

eur local labor movement, the central bodies and state federations. Our international 
trade unions and the American Federation of Labor are dependent upon local central 

bodies to carry out the programme or policy decreed by the general labor movement. 

The financial support which central bodies contribute is necessarily meagre, for by 

their very nature and make-up a large revenue can not be expected from them; but 

the practical assistance they can and generally do render the labor movement in 

executing the plans devised for the protection and promotion of the interests and 

rights of the toiling masses is incalculable. ‘They are not only the local municipal 

councils of industry dealing with sociological problems, but they are also the con- 

crete power to enforce and execute within the jurisdiction of their existence the 

judgment of the highest court in the realms of labor of America, the American 
Federation of Labor. 

In many countries there are numerous central bodies similar to those on our 

continent, but in none is there that close affiliation, that common concert of action, 

that general manifestation of fraternity and solidarity to carry into execution the 

general aims and aspirations of labor, as are found in the American Central Labor 

Unions, Trades Assemblies, Local Federations, in fact, all local Central Bodies 

known by any name. 

Having so high an estimation of the great opportunities and power for 

good of our central bodies, realizing the splendid work which they perform, we 

ean not be unmindful that in a number of instances, not a large number, but quite 

too many, there has been a disregard for the general polity, the decisions rendered, 

and the constitutional rights and declarations of international trade unions and of 

the American Federation of Labor. 

_ Of course, no one having experience in our movement and who is a faithful, 

thinking trade unionist, could expect, or would hope to see the men of labor 

become absolutely plastic, and that upon a course being determined by the Ameri- 

ean Federation of Labor absolute conformity and compliance by all our fellow- 

unionists would immediately result. 
In a voluntary movement such as ours differences of opinion resulting from 

local conditions and environments may often conduce to divergent action. So long 

as such actions find their manifestations in local movements and not essentially in 

eonflict with the general interests and rights which are not hostile to declared 

policies, decisions and the constitutional law of the American Federation of Labor, 

they should not only be left free to act, but should be encouraged in their inde- 

pendent course. When, however, the final word has been spoken by the court of last 

resort of Labor, composed of the representatives of the intelligent organized wage- 

earners of America, to these at least conformity by our central bodies is essential te 

the safety and the well-being of the labor movement. , 
The constitution of the American Federation of Labor does not forbid a local 

belonging to an international unaffiliated to the American Federation of Labor from 

being represented in a central body, providing the international is not hostile to the 
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trade union movement or to the American Federation of Labor. We aim so to con- 
duct our movement as to benefit our fellow-workers, organized and unorganized, 

affiliated or unaffiliated, and to endear the American Federation of Labor to them, 

so that the unorganized may realize the advantage of participating in the benefits 

and may share the responsibilities of associated effort, and that thereby the organized 

but unaffiliated international unions may take their places in the family of interna- 

tional trade unions under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. s3ut no 

central body should under any circumstances give representation or encouragement 

to any local organization which for any reason has seceded, or has been suspended 

from, or has demonstrated its hostility to, a bona fide international union, and 

especially when such an international union is affiliated to the American Federation 

of Labor. It is gratifying to be in a position to report that there is a constantly 

increasing manifestation of loyalty and faithful adherence by our central bodies to 

the general trend, policy, decisions and laws of the American Federation of Labor, 

but the greatest good can not be accomplished nor the largest degree of success 

achieved so long as there is even one central body which for any reason hampers or 

blocks the consummation of the attainment of the common concert of action. 

It is also gratifying to be enabled to state that a very large number of our 

eentral bodies have adopted the recommendation made by the last convention of 

incorporating in their constitutions provisions specifically setting forth the time 

when adjournment of the meeting must take place: that no special meeting of the 

body shall be held within twenty-four hours from the time of any regular meeting; 

and they have thereby relieved themselves from the complaints indulged in, whether 

justifiedly or not, that meetings were sometimes purposely prolonged beyond a 

seemly hour, when a number of delegates were forced by circumstances to leave the 

meeting, when, it was alleged, some of the most important business was transacted. 

The matter is again here mentioned in the hope that all central bodies will soon 

adopt a similar law upon the subject. 

The central bodies are so important a part of our labor movement, they have 

done so much, are in a position to accomplish so much more, and our appreciation of 

them is so great, that I can not fail to urge upon them to take such action as will 

insure the greatest degree of perfection and efficiency for the common good of all. 

OUR LOCAL UNIONS—THE DEFENSE FUND. 

A number of our local trade unions and federal labor unions have consolidated 

and brought about larger membership in a lesser number of our directly affiliated 

locals, while a score or more have become attached to existing or newly-formed 

internationals. The laws governing the defense fund have been liberally interpreted 

and administered and aid given our directly affiliated locals in contests in which they 

Were engaged. These have been of substantial benefit in aiding the members of 

these locals in maintaining themselves during contests, largely achieving the pur- 

pose for which these trade disputes were inaugurated; but by far, the greater benefit 

to the members has been, that because of the defense fund they have necessarily 

placed themselves in direct and prompt communication with our office, which has 

enabled us to give them the benefit of our advice and experience. In addition, it may 

be said that many of the conditions demanded by our men have been secured by our 

erganizers being directed to proceed tc the disturbed district, by whose aid they were 

achieved without cessation of work, while at other times beneficent results have been 

secured through a conciliatory policy and the adjustment of the contest. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES, 

A number of affiliated international organizations and also some local untons labor 

under a mistake as to the financial assistance to which they are entitled‘under both 

Articles X and XIII of our constitution. One international union appealed for finan- 

eial assistance from the defense fund created specifically for the members of local 

trade and federal labor unions as provided in Article XIII. On the other hand, some 

lecal trade and federal labor unions appealed for support under the assessment pro- 

vision of Article X. Of course, in the first instance the claim is hased clearly upon 

a misapprehension of the provisions of Article XIII, but in the second the language 

is likely to mislead, It provides that the Executive Council has the power te declare 
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an assessment “in the support of an affiliated organization engaged in a protracted 
atrike or lock-out.” 

The word “organization” does not distinguish between national or interna- 

tional, local trade or federal labor unions, though the purpose of the article is clearly 

intended to be for national and international unions engaged in protracted trade 

disputes, while Article XIII was established specifically and exclusively in the inter- 
ests of the local trade and federal labor unions. 

With a view of removing any doubt as to the intention of the law, I recommend 

that the word “organization” in Section 1, Article X, be stricken out, and the words 

“national or international union” be substituted in lieu thereof. 

I also recommend that Article X be transposed to become Article XII, and that 

Articles XI and XII become Articles X and XI, respectively, and that the caption of 

the transposed Article XII be changed to read as follows: “Assessment in Defense 
of National and International Unions.” 

CANADIAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 

It is with extreme gratification that I can report to you that the labor move- 

ment of Canada is growing and fully keeping apace with the movement on the 

remainder of the North American continent. Other than the fact that at the last 

meeting of the Dominion Trade and Labor Congress the clear-cut trade union 

movement with all that it stands for was emphatically and clearly set forth, there 

is no especial feature requiring reference or comment at this time. The fraternal 

delegate from our Canadian fellow-unionists, Mr. Samuel Landers, ts with us, and 

in his formal address to this convention he will unquestionably deal compre- 

hensively with any essential features to which your attention may be necessary. 

We have continued to our Canadian brothers our annual financial assistance 

for legislative purposes as well as our organizer directly commissioned by the 

American Federation of Labor and those from our affiliated unions. There is 

now almost entirely eliminated the element in Canada which undertook to divide 

the organized workers of the Dominion from those of all America. It must be 

a source of pride to us all to know that now, as never before, the hosts of organized 

labor of the American continent recognize the identity of their interests and stand 

shoulder to shoulder in the common bond of unity and fraternity in defense and 

for the promotion of the common rights of and justice due to all. 

PORTO RICAN SITUATION. 

The organization of the working people of Porto Rico has been largely ex- 

tended. Early in the year an advance in wages was secured for a large number 

of workmen both in the industries and in agriculture. Later a general strike oc- 

curred among the agricultural laborers. The same was endorsed by the Executive 

Council as provided by the constitution and the sum of $4,044 transmitted to them 

in their support. 

It was reported to us, that, owing to brutal attacks of the police who broke 

up meetings of peaceable workmen who were on strike; to the personal attacks and 

assaults on our men, it was impossible for the strikers to counsel with each other 

and hold meetings and that they were therefore compelled to declare the strike 

off. Formal complaint was lodged here, reciting in detail, the action of the police 

and the authorities at Porto Rico. These were forwarded by me to the President, 

who sent a copy of them to the Porto Rican authorities, and the principal officer 

in charge of those alleged to have been guilty of tyrannical and brutal conduct. 

They made answer denying the charges in toto. These were transmitted by the 

President to me, I forwarded copies to our representatives in Porto Rico, who 

answered, controverting each point and re-asserting in detail every charge and 

allegation made in the first instance, all of which was formally sworn to. These 

in turn I transmitted to the President who has them under consideration, All 

the documents in the case will be turned over to the proper committee to whom 

this matter will be referred. 
The people of Porto Rico, and particularly the working people of that island, 

should continue to receive our earnest solicitude, sympathy and support in their 

efforts for the amelioration of their condition, and for the attainment of theic 

rights under our republic, 
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PRINTER’S EIGHT-HOUR CONTEST AND VICTORY. 

The International Typographical Union has practically enforced the eight- 
hour work-day in that trade. It has been involved in a strike of its members since 

September 1, 1905.° In a recent letter Secretary BKramwood, of the I. T. U., writes 

that “since that time at least 200 of our local unions have had trouble on this ac- 

count. Some of them were out for only a day or two. We have had about twelve 

thousand men upon the strike roll from the first of this year. * * * Of the 

two hundred or more unions involved in the eight-hour difficulty, at least one hun- 

dred were completely successful. * * * We, therefore, have five thousand on 

strike, two thousand working under unexpired contracts, and over thirty-nine 

thousand enjoying the eight-hour day. Our success has been achieved by the 

anions that are still fighting for the eight-hour day, and the outlook for their 

altimate victory is excellent.” 

The strike has now been on nearly fifteen months, the membership cheer- 

fully contributing for nearly a year ten per cent of their earnings which has 

been recently reduced to seven per cent. As an evidence of the spirit of the inter- 

national union, I desire to quote a resolution adopted at a conference called by 

President Lynch of the presidents of the several unions in strike-bound cities, 

and which resolution was subsequently endorsed by the I. T. U. convention by 

unanimous vote: 

“Resolved, That the chairman and secretary of the meetings of presidents 

and representatives of presidents of unions on strike convey to the eight-hour 

committee of the International Typographical Union Convention the judgment of 

the struck city representatives that there shall be no cessation of the vigorous 

prosecution of the eight-hour strike until the shorter work day is established in 

avery city under the jurisdiction of the International Typographical Union.” 

“Experience has invariably shown that with the reduction in the hours of 

labor has come material, intellectual and moral improvement in the condition of 

the workers. Despite this self-evident fact, however, our opponents have never 

halted in their claim that more leisure from the burdens of daily toil would 

prove the incentive to its abuse and the indulgence of intemperate and immoral 

habits. Labor realizing that neither argument nor proof convinced our opponents, 

changed its first declaration of “Eight Hours for Work, Fight Hours for Rest, and 

Eight Hours for Recreation and Improvement,” to “Eight Hours for Work, Eight 

Hours for Nest, and Eight Hours for What We Will.” 

In the inauguration of this strike of the printers, they adopted as their 

watchword: “We propose to sell to the employers eight hours out of twenty-four, 

and we will do as we please with the remaining sixteen.” 

That watchword has been changed as follows: 

“We are selling, to the employer eight hours out of twenty-four, and we are 
doing as we please with the remaining sixteen.” 

This altered watchword shows at once the change that has come in the print- 

ing trade, the practical achievement of the eight-hour day. 

From the result of the assessment levied by the American Federation of 

Labor we have contributed to the strike fund of the I. T. U. the sum of $52,619.12. 

Though it is a small sum when compared to the amounts expended for that con- 

test, yet it was an earnest of our desire to be helpful to our brothers engaged in 

one of the greatest contests ever conducted by a trude union. And its great benefit 

was that our contribution came at a time of great moment. 

The union printers deserve the highest commendation for the splendid strug- 

gle which they have made and are making and for the great achievements they 

have won. Whatever may come or go, the International Typographical Union has 

trrevocably established the great boon of the eight-hour work-day in the print- 

ing craft. 

TEXTILE WORKERS’ ADVANCEMENT. 

The textile workers of our country were for years compelled to suffer reduc- 

tion in wages. They came to look with resignation upon each recurring season 

with its attendant reduction in wages. Fncouraged by the declaration of our 

Boston convention relative to wage-reductions, they took heart and firmly resolved 

to resist. It was a great contest in which much suffering was endured; but aided 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

financially and morally by our movement, their contest ended by agreement. Since 
then they have secured substantial increase in wages, and this in turn has exe 

tended the power and influence of the organization of the trade until its members. 

and their organization itself are in a position to undertake the further extension 

to the entire craft of the beneficent influences of the organization. You feel, I am 

quite convinced, pride and satisfaction at having been, to a considerable degree, 

instrumental in aiding in bringing about so marked a change in the conditions 

of the textile workers. I may add that they hold in grateful and revered remem- 

brance the efforts which we have made in their behalf. As the workers in one in- 

dustry are dependent upon the others, so will the textile workers require, as they 

will also be enabled to give, the assistance in every way within their and our 

power in the interests and for the advantage of all. 

UNIVERSAL EIGHT-HOUR WORK DAY. 

In view of the great productive power of our people, the great concentration 

of industry and development and use of machinery and the propelling power in 

industry, the thought that always presses home to the toiling masses must ine 

evitably be a reduction of the hours of labor to the establishment of a general 
enforcement of the normal work day of eight hours. 

There can be neither justification nor excuse in our time for longer deferring 

the ideal and practical universal work day of eight hours. Neither industry nor 

economy requires a longer work day. As a matter of fact, the history of industry 

demonstrates beyond cavil or doubt that an eight-hour work day brings in its 

wake greater industrial development and commercial expansion, a higher and a 

better manhood, and makes for the social uplift. 

I recommend that a special committee of this convention be created for 

the purpose of giving its special attention to this subject for the general enforce- 
ment of an eight-hour work day. 

LABOR’S “NO WAGE REDUCTION” POLICY, WISE AND HUMANE. 

To-day labor is very generally employed. From the authentic reports re- 

eeived at our office the state of unemployment would indicate that whereas. for 

the year 1905 the unemployed was about three per cent, yet from the indications 

for the present year it will be about two and three-quarters per cent. Of course, 

20 long as there is one wage-earner unemployed through no fault of his own, so 

long is there a great wrong from which he suffers, and just so long will it be the 
mission of the trade union movement to right it. 

In this world of ours, and especially in our own country, with the wonderful 
fertility and extent of our land, the magnificent ingenuity of our people, and par- 

ticularly the tremendous energy and industry of our workers, there should not 

be any workers who are workless. 

Some have taken unction to their souls and loudly proclaimed that they are 

the cause for the better general conditions of employment of the working people 

of our country. Without discussing the hypothesis upon which they base these 

claims, we assert and emphatically re-affirm that whatever improvement in a ma-. 
terial, moral, social, and political way has come to the toiling masses of America, 

is due to their own efforts in their more thorough organization, their higher in- 

telligence and their positive determination to aid and stand by each other in the 

eontention and struggles for: the common uplift. 

It was but a few years ago when the working people of our country were 

eonfronted with a condition similar to that which was previously repeatedly pre- 

sented to the toilersin similar situations. Had we acquiesced or consented to the policy 

presented to us by the representatives of the captains of industry, we would have 

experienced all the poverty, misery and suffering incident to lack of employment, 

and a constantly decreasing opportunity for employment resultant from reductions 

in wages, one following close upon the other. 

It is due to the firm and unequivocal declaration of America’s organized 

workers, and their positive repetition since, that wage reductions will be resisted 
te the uttermost, that we have averted the usual industrial crisis and emerged 

from it with greater industrial and commercial activity than ever before, 
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In several countries the people are confronted with the great problem of 

an immense number of unemployed workers. In some form or other they are en- 

deavoring to ascertain the cause and to find a means to assuage it. Often in the 

history of our own country have our people been confronted with the same problem 

If we adhere firmly to the policy, establish and maintain it as a fixed 

principle in the industrial affairs of America, that at any and all hazards we 

will resist any attempt at wage reductions, we shall establish not only a new 

economic principle, but a new philosophy by which industrial panics and crises will 

be obliterated, and we shall set an example four the whole world to follow. 

A reduction in wages compels, retrenchment in the household economy of 

the workmen affected. In other words, it curtails their consuming power which 
necessarily results in the discharge from empioyment of those workers who were 

formerly employed in the production of the very articles theretofore used and con- 

sumed. Then follow reductions in wages, resulting as in the first instance; and 

this process of wage reductions, of retrenchment in household economies, of more 

discharges from employment ensues, bringing in its wake poverty, misery and 

suffering, stagnation and an industrial panic, until the lowest ebb is reached and 

a-turn in the industrial tide begins 

There is neither economy nor wisdom, judgment nor humanity, in such mis- 

conduct and misconception of industr‘a affairs or duties. And if, perchance, our 

captains of industry fail to profit by the lessons and experience of the past, then 

at least the wage-earners of America will teach the lesson from which the human 

family will reap untold blessings. 

It is not presumed that all of Labor’s contentions and struggles can result 

in immediate victory; yet none can dispute that every justified battle undertaken 

by Labor has been fraught with advantage, and that particularily every defensive 

struggle of Labor’s rights has had a potent influence to check deterioration in the 

eondition of the workers. 

Employers will hesitate long before inaugurating an industrial struggle 

when they are conscious of the fact that the toiling masses will defend any en- 

ecroachment upon their standard of life against their being forced back from the 

position they now occupy in civilization. 

If labor shall resist all attempts at reductions in wages, some battles may 

be lost; but these would be reduced to a minimum in the same degree as it is 

elearly understood that it is our firm resolve that we will rather resist and lose 

than not to resist at all. 
At present we are confronted with no immediate danger or threat that the 

employers of labor contemplate reductions in wages. There is not now even an 

excuse for such a course. It, therefore, all the more commends itself to our judg- 

ment that during this year of comparative industrial tranquility and more general 

employment of our people, that we write on our banners, beside the watch words 

and slogans which have carried the toilers along the road of progress to victory, 

that which for ages has been the missing word in our social progress: “No redue- 

tion in wages for American labor; we will resist to the uttermost.” 

CARPENTERS—WOOD WORKERS. 

At the Pittsburg convention an agreement was entered into between the repre- 

sentatives of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and the representa- 
tives of the Amalgamated Wood Workers to the effect that each organization should 

select representatives to meet in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., on January 25, 1906, 

and that I should meet with them in an advisory capacity. The meeting was held in 

Indianapolis on that date, and representatives of both organizations were present 

This conference remained in session nearly a week, the controversy was Wiscussed by 

both sides and propositions were submitted, but upon which no agreement was 

possible. 
Acting in an advisory capacity a proposition was submitted by me to the 

representatives of both organizations, which is as follows: 

“That a trade agreement be entered into so that co-operation and unity may 
be accomplished with the ultimate object of amalgamation.” This preposition 

was lost. 
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{ next submitted the following proposition: 

“That the duly constituted international officers of both organizations shali 
within thirty days submit to their respective memberships, the following questions: 

(a) Shall the officers of the U. B. and the A. W. arrange, subject to rati- 
fication, terms for amalgamating both organizations? 

(b) Shall a trade agreement be entered into by the officers of the U. B. 
and A. W.?” : 

These propositions were both lost. 

Every effort was made to bring about an amicable arrangement and under- 

atanding between the representatives of both bodies but without avail, and the 
difference stands now in identically the same position that it was in at the time 

ef the Pittsburg convention. 

SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 

The last convention adopted the report of the committee which called for the 

selection of two representatives of each organization to meet in conference and 
they to agree upon the selection of a fifth person, who should act as umpire; and 

a desire was expressed by both sides to this controversy that the President of the 

American Federation of Labor should act in such capacity. 
The conference was held in Erie, Pa., covering a period of three days and no 

agreement was reached between the contending parties. In view of a contest ex- 

isting between the organizations and their employers, it was deemed inappropriate 

to make an award pending those contests. Since then, my time has been so com- 

pletely taken up with matters of the most momentous character that it has been 
absolutely impossible for me to carefully examine the testimony and to make a 

fair, impartial or comprehensive report or award. 

EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 

At our request Congressman Gardner, of New Jersey, introduced our per- 

fected Kight-Hour Bill. With the legislative committee I appeared before the 

Committee on Labor of the House, to which the bill had been referred. 

We were asked if we desired to submit evidence or arguments in support of 

the bill. Recognizing that all which could be said either in favor of or in opposi- 

tion to the bili, had already been presented to previous congresses; that the same 

was in the official printed hearings, we declined. We called attention to these hear- 

ings and records, as well as to the questions which the same committee of the last 

congress asked the Department of Commerce and Labor to investigate and answer, 

and which were answered in the form that they were incapable of intelligent 

response, 

Realizing further the policy of the opposition to our bill, we believed we were 

justified in taking no further time, and we insisted that no further time should be 

given to the opposition, for the reason they could not submit a new thought or a 

new fact upon which to base their opposition. 

The committee, however, made up as it was, by the Speaker hostile to the in- 

terests of labor, ordered hearings of which a number were held. 

The representatives of the hostile interests were given unlimited time, and 

finally exhausting themselves, one of their leading counsel was permitted to de- 

liberately sit down and read the testimony and arguments printed in the hearings 

of the committee in previous congresses, reading “ancient history” in order to kill 

time and to try thereby to'‘kill the bill. 

By a mere accident the minority members of the committee had a momentary 

majority of the quorum present, and upon their vote the bill was ordered to be 

reported to the House with recommendation that it pass. 

The bill was reported favorably but too late in the session to permit its 
consideration. . 

The bill will be in that position at the coming session of Congress. 

It is recommended that the passage of the bill in the House and Senate and 

ifs enactment into law be urged with all the insistency and influence and power 
that we can bring to our command. 
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EIGHT-HOUR LAW VIOLATIONS, 

It will be remembered that we have often had occasion to file complaints with 
the various departments of the Federal Government on account of the violations of 

€he provisions of the Eight-Hour Law, and that particularly since the Judge-Advocate 

General of the Army gave it as his opinion that “it is not the duty of the Secretary 

of War to institute proceedings for the violations of the act of 1892 (eight-hour 

law),” the heads of the various departments have been guided by that opinion. 

This matter was presented to the President in letters and in Labor’s Bill of 

Grievances. The President issued an order directing that when complaints are 

made of the violations of the eight-hour law that it be referred to the Commissioner 

of Labor, by him investigated and the result to be presented to the heads of depart- 

ments under which the alleged violation occurred. The President issued a subse- 

quent order, under date of September 19, of wnich the following is a copy: 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

I. All Departments of the Government under the supervision of which public 
works are being constructed are hereby directed to notify the representatives sta- 
tioned at such public works to report at once to their respective Departments all 
cases in which contractors or sub-contractors on works now under construction have 
required or permitted laborers or mechanics in their employ to work over eight 
hours in any one calendar day. 

ll. All Government representatives in charge of construction of public works 
are further directed that it is part of their duty to report to their respective depart- 
ments each and every case in which laborers or mechanics are required or permitted 
to work over eight hours a day on the works under supervision of such Government 
representatives. Wherever reports showing work in excess of eight hours a day 
are received by any department they are to be referred to the Department of 
Justice for appropriate action. 

Ill. All departments of the Government under the supervision of which 
public works are being constructed by contract are further directed to have their 
respective legal officers prepare and forward to the President a list of such statutes 
and executive orders as have a direct bearing on contracts for the constructioa 
of public works, and with which bidders on such works should be made acquainted 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
The White House, September 19, 1906. 

It will be observed that the President upholds Labor’s contention that it is 

the duty of the officers of our government to enforce the eight-hour law and to 

prosecute its violators. 

ANTI-INJUNCTION MEASURES. 

Early in the first session of this Congress Mr. Little, of Arkansas, introduced 
in the House our old bill to limit and define the issuance of injunctions, the neces- 

sity for which had grown out of the abuse of the injunction process in labor dis- 

putes. In consequence of later and still further invasion by some of the courts 

of the rights and liberties of the working people both as workers and citizens, we 

were advised by competent counsel that our old bill, if enacted, would prove in- 

sufficient and ineffective. With the consent of the Executive Council the Hon. 

Thomas C. Spelling, an attorney of high legal attainments, drafted a bill compre- 

hensive in scope and character. The same was approved by the Executive Council 

and at our request was introduced in the House by Congressman George A. Pearre, 

of Maryland. 

Together with Mr. Spelling and other representatives of labor, I appeared 

before the Judiciary Committee of the House, Congressman Littlefield, of Maine, 

eonspicuously leading the opposition to Labor’s contention and aiding the attorneys 

who represented the opponents to Labor in our demand for a recognition of the 

principle and right of being guaranteed equality with all other citizens before the 

law in the courts of our country. ‘ 

In connection with the efforts to secure relief from the abuse of‘the injunc- 

tion process and particularly in labor disputes, we are confronted with the evident 
good intentions of some Congressmen and others, who seem to favor a bill that 

would provide the giving of “notice” to the other party before an injunction is 

issued. While upon the surface this suggestion has all the appearance of fairness, 
yet it will be observed that it provides the legal statutory authority for the issuance 

ef injunctions, as well as making the judge, sitting as a court of equity, the arbiter 

ef the questions in dispute. 
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We protest against the issuance of these injunctions, for they have no war- 

rant in law and are the result of judicial usurpation and judicial iegislation 

rather than of Congressional legislation. 

In all things in which workmen are enjoined by the process of an injune- 

tion during labor disputes, if those acts are criminai or unlawful, there is now ample 

law and remedy covering them. From the logic of this there is no escape. 

No act is a crime unless there is a law designating it and specifying it to be 

a crime. 

No act is unlawful unless there be a law on the statute books designating 
and specifying it to be unlawful; hence, it follows that, 

No act is criminal or unlawful unless there is a law prohibiting its commis- 
sion, and it further follows that, 

An injunction never was intended to apply and never should be applied, and 

in fact never is applied in such cases, other than in disputes which arise between 
workmen and their employers. 

It is agreed by all, friends and opponents alike, that the injunction process, 

beneficent in its inception and general practice, never should, and legally cannot, 

be applied where there is another ample remedy at law. 

Again we assert that Labor asks no immunity for any of its men who may be 

guilty of any criminal or unlawful act. 

It insists upon the workers being regarded and treated as equals before the 

law with every other citizen; that if any act be committed by any one of our num- 

ber, rendering him amenable to the law, he shall be prosecuted by the ordinary 

forms of law and by the due process of law, and that an injunction does not law- 

fully and properly apply and ought not to be issued in such cases. 

The injunction process as applied to men engaged in a dispute with employers, 

includes the allegation of criminal or unlawful acts, as a mere pretext, so that the 

lawful and innocent acts in themselves may also be incorporated and covered by 

the blanket injunction. And the performance of the lawful and innocent acts in 

themselves despite the injunction renders them at once guilty of contempt of the 

eourt’s order which is summarily punished by fine or imprisonment, or both. 

It is common experience that a long period of agitation and teaching is 

required to obtain any legislative relief from established wrong and oppression. 

While no federal statute corrective of judicial excesses in the use of the 

injunctive process can be reported, yet there can be no doubt that progress has 

been made toward that desirable consummation. Most of the state courts, and 

some of the United States courts are now giving more attention to the emphatie 
protests of organized labor and weighing more carefully the arguments presented 

by attorneys representing Labor, as well as those of publicists, against the dispo- 

sition to interfere by a resort to this extraordinary process in trade disputes. 

But we must not, as we value our dearest rights and most important inter- 

ests, relax our efforts because of the check thus given by our educational work. 

While we have caused the judiciary to stay its hand occasionally and to be 

less ready to usurp legislative functions by the enactment of these special pro- 

hibitory decrees, the fact must not be overlooked that the corporations and others 

who have benefited by abuses of judicial process and opposed us at every step 

in our efforts to obtain anti-injunction legislation have not been idle, and will not 

be. We must continuously and persistently press upon one Congress after another, 

session after session, our claim for the rectification of this abuse. 

There has been a constantly increasing reflex action among the people, es- 

pecially among the more intelligent class, favorable to our side in this conten- 

tion. While the basest of motives have in many cases stood in our way, greater 

obstacles have been the ignorance and indifference on the part of those whose duty 

it was to consider our grievances and weigh our arguments. 

As speech after speech is made and argument ‘on argument presented, a 

greater proportion of minds become receptive, and these in turn. will present 

our cause to others. So we confidently expect that thus in the near future the en- 

tire sordid lump of Congressional and Senatorial obstinacy will be leavened with a 

spirit of justice, our appeals heeded and a fair measure of relief granted. 

While it is regrettable that none ot our bills to limit the power of ceurts te 

issue injunctions can be reported to have passed, yet we feel that a more hopefub 
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spirit is justified by the situation and by many circumstances, all of which it would 
be difficult or impossible to set forth within reasonable space. 

The particular bill endorsed by the Executive Committee, and which is com- 
mended to your favorable consideration, is the Pearre Bill, deriving its name from 
fits introducer. Objections on alleged constitutional grounds are always urged when 

reformatory legislation is proposed, whether by Labor or by other forces es- 

pecially if corporate interests are to be affected. But the Pearre Bill is se 

clearly constitutional that the principal opposition has been directed at its 

policy. One of its provisions forbids interference by the courts to prevent the 
carrying out of agreements to do lawful acts. Such have often been enjoined upon 

the pretext that they became illegal and amounted to conspiracies, merely because 

men, having met together, agreed to do those lawful acts. Thus men have been 

enjoined as “boycotters” from warning the public as to the inferior quality of 

goods, and from asking the public not to purchase goods made by a particular com- 
pany or firm. 

Another provision forbids the mere right to do business being considered as 

constituting property as a basis for issuing an injunction. Most of the abuses by 

the courts have arisen from the fallacious idea that the employer’s right to pursue 

his avocation was something more than a personal right, like, for instance, the 

laborer’s right to work for wages. 

But the arguments in support of the bill cannot be here enlarged upon. They 

ought to be obtained, however, in printed form and studied by every trade unionist. 

When we, ourselves, fully understand what we require, and why, our fight will 

be more than half won. 

A concise explanation of the bill and an answer to all objectors nana been 

prepared under my supervision. Printed copies can be had upon application by 

mail to the address of the American Federation of Labor at Washington. The cost 

will be small. 

The merits of the bill were earnestly and fully presented before the Judiciary 

Committee of the House of Representatives, by counsel as well as by the officers 

of the American Federation of Labor. The opposition, comprising many of the 

great labor-employing corporations and trusts of the nation, was fully represented, 

officially as well as by lawyers. It was clear, even to the most unfriendly members 

of the Judiciary Committee, that not even the array of talent opposing us could 

answer our arguments. We were therefore defeated, as far as the first session of 

the present Congress is concerned, by a resort to dilatory tactics. After two months 

of time-killing argument and stage play the essential provisions of the bill were 

referred to a subcommittee of three members. But the fight for a favorable report 

will not be abandoned, and sooner or later it will be won. 

Together with Secretary Morrison, Vice-President O’Connell and Mr. Spelling, 

early in the year I‘had a conference with the President and some correspondence re- 

garding this subject matter of. both his recommendation and our (Pearre) bill 

to limit the issuance of injunctions. I have asked and have obtained from the 

President another conference upon the subject of injunction and other legislation 

of interest to Labor which, it is currently stated, he will recommend to Con- 

gress in his forthcoming annual message. The conferrees with the President were 

Vice-President O’Connell, Secretary Morrison, Attorney Spelling and myself. The 

eonference occurred November 7th; hence, too late to be included in this formal 

report. 

DANGER OF REVERSAL OF CHINESE EXCLUSION POLICY. 

In my reports to several conventions it became necessary to call attention te 
the status of the Chinese Exclusion Law and the efforts made to defeat the purpose 

ef the effective existing law upon that subject. The situation so far as this ques- 
tion affected the Hawaiian Islands has been changed, so that there is not now to any 

appreciable extent a mooted question but that it is settled for that territory. 

That the position which Labor took upon that subject last year eliminated the 

eontention of Hawaii, and so far as it affects that island, there can be no question. 

But in other respects, the apprehension expressed at the Pittsburg convention in 

regard te the Chinese Exclusion Law has been fully borne out and still confronts us. 
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It is necessary to refer briefly to a few incidents having a bearing upon this 

subject. In his last annual message to Congress, the President recommended that 

our laws and treaties should be framed so as to put Chinese students, business 

and professional men of all kinds; not only merchants, but bankers, doctors, manu- 

facturers, professors, preachers and the like, in the excepted class, but to state that 

we will admit all Chinese, except Chinese coolies, whether skilled or unskilled. 

A few days thereafter a great conference was held in New York City which, 

from the lack of either information or understanding upon the subject, came near 

the point of endorsing that position. Th. conference finally adopted by almost 

unanimous vote the declaration for the enforcement of the existing satisfactory law 

and treaty upon the subject. It is with considerable pride that I can state that it 

was due to a few representatives of Labor, myself included, that the first declaration 

Was repudiated and the latter endorsed. 

A bill to change the law in accordance with the President’s recommendation 

was introduced in the House and very seriously pressed. 

Last December, with a number of friends, I had an interview with the Presi- 

dent, when his attention was called to the fact that if his recommendation were 

enacted into law the entire policy of our government and people would be changed. 

The existing Chinese Exclusion Law provides in general terms that all Chinese 

shall be excluded from the United States and its possessions. Then the law proceeas 

to-specify those who are exempt from the operations of the law, those who may come 

to our shores. 

The recommendation of the President would, if enacted into law, in general 

terms specify that all Chinese shall be admittcd to the United States and its pos- 
sessions, and it then specifies those who would be exempt, and those who may not 

ome. ‘That is, the Chinese coolies. 

Your attention is called to the fact that the burden of proof now devolves upon 

the Chinese of the exempt classes to legally show their right to come to the United 

States, its territories, or its possessions. 

If, on the other hand, the policy were reversed by the enactment of the Presi- 

dent’s recommendation, would devolve upon the United States to legally and con- 

elusively show that all i... e coolies and laborers, no matter how great the num- 

bers, and no matter how 32 their deception, who would swarm to our country or its 

possessions, would not ee legally entitled to enter. ° 

I have no right *o say that the President has changed his opinion upon the 

subject as the result of ihe c.nference referred to when it was brought to his atten- 

tion how difficult and almost impossible it would be to exclude Chinese cooli¢ 

laborers, whether skilled r u.wskillud, if the burden of proof were placed upon our 

government, but that he’ as inv rus'..d in the new view and the new light in which 

the subject was placed b fr. h.. ., is beyond question. 

‘!}hat there have been u l:r..s number of Chinese coolies and laborers who have 

entered both the United States id its possessions since the issuance of the execu- 

tive order last year, is manifest. In addition, it may be interesting to know that 

the Commissioner-General of Immigration testified before a congressional committee 

that hé was directed to enforce the Chinese Exclusion Law with less rigor. 

It is now currently reported that there is being negotiated a treaty between 

the United States and China with a view of modifying and repealing existing law. 

Of course, it is not the intent or purpose of our Chinese Exclusion Law to bar the 

eoming of bona fide students, business or professional men, or those who desire to 

travel for pleasure or information. Experience has, however, demonstrated the 
necessity for such safeguards from imposition, that the essential feature for the 

exempt classes who may come to our shores, is that they shall clearly show that they 

do not belong to the excluded class, the coolies and laborers. 

The American people do not object to the Chinese because they are Chinese; 

they know from their own experience, as well as from the experience of ages of 

the peoples of other countries, that the Chinese coolies and laborers can not assimt- 

late with our race; that their civilization, and ours as well, can not co-exist; that 

the physical conditions, the standard of life, the progress of our people, will not only 

be endangered but undermined and destroyed. 

We join with all our people in the desire to ensure fair treatment to those who 

may lawfully come to our shores from China, but the deceptive character and means 
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resorted to by Chinese coolies and laborers so as to enabie them to come to the 

United States and its possessions in violation of law, leave us no aiternative but to 

emphatically enter our protest, and by all honorable means at our conimand, whether 

by law or by treaty, to prevent the reversal of our policy which now in a measur® 

safeguards us from the possibility of being overwhelmed by the coming of the 

hordes of Chinese. 

The matter in its entirety is submitted to you for such advice and action as 

your judgment and the necessities of the case require. 

CONVICT LABOR REGULATION BILL. 

The bill to enable the states to protect themselves from the evils of convict 

labor coming into competition with the free labor within their own borders was 

reported to the House and occupies that position on the calendar, 

lt may be necessary to repeat here briefly what has often been stated in re- 

gard to Labor's position upon the subject of convict labor. We recognize the eco- 

nomic wisdom and the humane purpose in finding employment fcr those confined 

in our penal institutions, but we protest asainst the labor of society’s derelicts 

and unfortunates being made a source of profit for the state or its contractors to 

the detriment of the inmates of the state and of the people generally. ° 

We particularly protest against that policy being pursued by any one or more 

states for their own profit or the profit of their contractors by dumping the pro- 

ducts of convict labor upon the markets of the states in which the people have 

either partially or wholly solved that. problem for themselves. 

If states which now inconsiderately and inhumanly encourage crime for 

their own profit or for the profit of contractors were compelled to sell the product 

of their convicts within their own states, they would soon be confronted with the 

condition that would compel a better system to protect their own people from 

that evil. 

Incidentally, it may be noted that there has always been, and is now, pro- 

portionately to population, a larger number of men convicted of crime in those 

states which pursue the contract system of labor as compared to other states, where 

the convict labor system is fairer to the people and more humane to the convicts. And 

it is additionally interesting to know that where a particular industry is carried on 

in a penal institution, a very much larger number of men are arrested. charged 

with, and convicted of, crime of that particular industry. In other words, the sys- 

tem not alone makes convicts of men who would otherwise and under other con- 

ditions continue to be law-abiding, but the tendency is also to make common 

misdemeanors, criminal offenses, in which long and unjust sentences are imposed, 

in order to furnish “convicts” to perform the particular labor in the prisons. 

We should not alone cirect our attention to have the states abolish the old 
and brutal condition of convict contract labor, but also to press fo its enactment 

the bill before Congress by which the states may protect themselves from the 

unwisdom, the selfishness, and the brutal disregard in this respect of other states, 

PANAMA CANAL LABOR, 

A plain sense of duty requires that I should make a formal statement of facts 
relative to the changed conditions which now obtain and are in course of determi- 
nation in the construction of the Panama Canal. The Panama Canal Commission, 

entrusted with its construction. almost at the outset assumed an attitude of in- 

difference or hostility to the position which Labor declared to be essential and proper 

in regard thereto. 
At the Boston convention the declaration was made in favor of the construc- 

tion of the canal connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. We regarded it as tiie 
most important public work ever assumed by this or any other nation, and a reso- 

lution was adopted urging, that inasmuch as we have in our country “hundreds of 

thousands of laborers of the Italian and other southern races, adapted in every way 

to the class of work to be undertaken at Panama,” that therefore, the workmen of 

the United States should be employed in the construction of the inter-oceanic canal, 
Those in charge of the construction of the canal seemed bent upon the policy 

the reverse of this; in other words, they seemed to have no other conception than 
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that our government should become the sponsor of “cheap laborers” in this great 
public work. We endeavored to be of assistance to the work of the commission, 

and urged at several conferences that the Panama Canal be built by, and as a monu- 

ment to, the ingenuity, enterprise, and industry of the American people. 

In so far as Labor is concerned, the commission seems to have directed its 

attention to all other climes and countries rather than to our own, and has mani- 

fested its purpose to disregard the eight-hour law, upon the premise that the Panama 

Canal Zone is not an American possession; that the canal is not an American public 
work. 

The Attorney-General, however, rendered a contrary opinion and held that 

the eight-hour law of the United States applied. Bent upon the pursuit of its policy, 

the commission prevailed upon those in control of legislation to try and carry out 
its design. 

When the Urgent Deficiency Bill was under consideration in the House, a rider 
thereto was offered, to abolish the eight-hour law so far as it applied to the Panama 

Canal construction. ‘‘his being new legislation, it required unanimous consent for 

its adoption. Objection was entered and it was ruled out. Then those in control of 

the House formulated a new rule and forced its adoption, permitting this special 

and new legislation; and, under the whip and spur of those in control, the following 

amendment was passed abolishing the eight-hour law, so far as it applies to the 

Panama Canal: 

“The provisions of the act entitled ‘An Act relating to the limitations of the 
hours of daily service of laborers and mechanics employed upon the public works 
of the United States and of the District of Columbia,’ approved August 1, 1892, shall 
not apply to alien laborers employed in the construction of the Isthmus Canai 
within the canal zone.” 

Every effort was made to prevent the enactment and approval of this amend- 

ment, but without avail. ; 

It will be observed that the language employed appears to abolish the eight- 

hour law so far as “alien” laborers are concerned; but the fact of the matter is that 

the eight-hour law is now dead in its practical application so far as all workmen 

are concerned, whether alien or American. Letters received by us from American 

workmen in the Canal Zone complain, that they are not only required and per- 

mitted, but are compelled, to work as much as sixteen hours a day. It is not 

difficult to appreciate the enormity of so long a work day, particularly in such @ 

torrid zone and miasmatic atmosphere as prevail along the Panama Canal strip. 

When it was announced last year that the Commission intended to disregard 

or would urge the annulment of the eight-hour law on the Panama Canal, it was 

also then announced in the press that the commission would employ Chinese 

coolies. With Vice-President O’Connell, I called upon Chairman Shonts, of the 

commission, to discuss his eight-hour abolition contention and to protest against 

the employment of Chinese laborers. We were unable to persuade Mr. Shonts from 

his anti-eight-hour position, but he emphatically assured us that there was no Inten- 

tion to employ Chinese in the canal construction, and that they would not be em- 

ployed thereon. 

_There are now under consideration contracts for the employment of thousands 

of Chinese on the Panama Canal, and at wages of as low a figure as nine and a 

quarter cents per hour. 

Labor contends that quite apart from the consideration of the policy for which 
eur country has declared against the competition of Chinese coolie laborers with our 

own working people, that the laws of the land are equally binding upon and must 

not be violated by the Government or its agents. 

The Chinese Exclusion Law provides that the Chinese laborers shall not come 
to the United States, its’ territories or possessions. 

In the Attorney-General’s opinion upon the eight-hour law, to which I have 
already referred, he held that the Panama Canal is an American public work and 

the eight-hour law applied thereto. If that position be true, and surely, we all 
aftirm it, then it follows that the Panama Canal strip is American territory, Ameri- 

can possession, and the bringing of Chinese laborers there is in plain violation of 

law. 5 
We recognize the importance of and the great value involved In the construé- 

tien and completion of this great enterprise, and we earnestiy hope for, and will 
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gladly aid in, its completion; but we can but protest that the great, generous and 

broad-minded American people should not be placed in such a position of brutality 

and parsimony so far as wages, hours of labor and conditions of employment are 

concerned. Where our people are so liberal and fair in ali things else, they can 

not and will not consent to assume the attitude of sordid, heartless employers. 

Our fellow-workers have in their meetings and elsewhere frequently expressed 

their judgment upon this subject, but since the inauguration of the changed policy, 

this is the first convention of the American Federation of Labor. The entire subject- 

matter is, therefore, laid in your hands for the expression of your judgment. 

SHIP SUBSIDY—COMPULSORY NAVAL SERVICE, 

With the Legislative Committee and the representatives of the Seamen’s 

Union, Mr. Andrew Furuseth, I appeared before the House Committee on Merchant 

Marine and Fisheries on several occasions conveying the Federation’s protest against 

the passage of the so-called Ship Subsidy Bill, particularly upon the ground that it 

contained provisions which practically made conscription (compulsory naval service 

of seamen) a condition precedent to their employment on privately-owned vessels. 

It may be necessary here to call attention to the fact that the advocates of 

the bill questioned the accuracy of our contention on this latter point and asserted 

that the naval service required, is of a voluntary character. 

It is true that the language employed in the bill gives the superficial ap- 

pearance that such service, if undertaken, would be voluntary; but upon an examina- 

tion of the language and its practical application there fs no escape from the con- 

clusion that it means, and is intended to mean, compulsory naval service in time 

of peace or war as a condition upon which seamen can find employment in privately- 

owned vessels; in other words, that seamen would be required to sign articles en- 

listing in the naval reserve before they would be permitted to earn their own 

livelihood; to support those dependent upon them. 

For your information I quote the provisions of the bill bearing upon this 

subject. The bill is known as Senate 529 of the first session of the Fifty-ninth 

Congress. The provisions referred to are as follows: 

“That there shall be enrolled in such manner and under such requirements 

as the Secretary of the Navy may prescribe, from the officers and men now and 

hereafter employed in the merchant marine and fisheries of the United States, in- 

cluding the coastwise trade of the Atlantic and Pacific and the Great Lakes, such 

officers, petty officers and men as may be capable of rendering service as mem- 

bers of a Naval Reserve for duty in time of war. * * * These members of the 

Naval Reserve shall be enrolled for a period of four years, during which period 

they shall be subject to render service on call of the President in time of war. 

They shall also possess such qualifications, receive such instructiong, and be sub- 

ject to such regulations as the Secretary of the Navy may prescribe. * * * 

“A vessel shall not be entitled to the subvention (subsidy) above provided 

for unless during the period of employment in the foreign or deep-sea fisheries 

the following proportions of the erew of the vessel after the dates specified shall 

have been enrolled in the Naval Reserve.” (The distinction in type is mine simply 

to bring out the fact conspicuously to the reader.) 

The bill then proceeds to prescribe the continual increased proportion of the 

constantly increased number of those seamen employed in privately owned ves- 

sels “who shall have been enrolled in the Naval Reserve.” 

It will be observed that the bill provides that enrollment of seamen is com- 

pulsory; that it prescribes that they shall be enrolled for a period of four years, 

compelled to render service in time of war, and subject, in times of peace to the 

instructions and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy., And, fur- 

ther, that the vessels cannot receive the subsidy unless there is a constantly in- 

creased number of seamen who shall have been enrolled in the naval service. It 

is not difficult to understand that if the owners of vessels can only receive the 

subsidy upon the condition that their seamen shall have enrolled themselves in the 

naval service, that these owners will insist upon their seamen signing the articles 

of enlistment in order that they may be employed. 

In passing, it may not be amiss to say that the working men of our country, 

the organized working men, are no less patriotic than any of our citizens in other 
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walks of life. In all the great events and vicissitudes, when the honor, the in- 

terests, and the safety of our country have been at stake, none more promptly, 

zealously and patriotically enlisted and offered their services and lives under the 

flag of the Republic than did the men of Labor. We have lost none of our love for 

and devotion to our country. ‘lhe past is but a presage of what the toilers of 

America will do, should the necessity ever arise, but we cannot refrain from enter- 

ing an emphatic protest against an attempt to subserve a principle of civilized 

government, and particularly Republican institutions, by a system of conscription 

and compulsory military or naval service, especially in times of peace, even if 

conscription and compulsory service are hidden disingenuously behind the subter- 

fuge that they are voluntary. 

The entire subject is commended to your careful consideration to determine 

the course which shall be pursued by your representatives. 

IMMIGRATION BILL. 

An immigration bill was discussed by Congress containing several features 

urged by Labor. lt passed the Senate, was considered by the House, and due to the 

unwarranted and undignified and hostile course pursued by the Speaker and the 

small coterie of his followers, it was defeated The Speaker manoeuvered the 

passage of a rule which, for the first time in the history of parliamentary prac- 

tice, made it impossible for the members to demand a roll-call of the votes upon the 

question, and thus members were given the opportunity, under the lash of the 

Speaker, to escape their accountability to their constituents. This convention should 

make known to the country its position and desires upon this important question. 

DENATURED ALCOHOL FREE. 

The bill providing for the taking off of taxes of alcohol when denatured, asked 

for by the painters and others and endorsed by the last convention of the American 

Federation of Labor, has become a law, with a provision that the denaturing of 

aleohol shall take place in distilleries specified by the internal revenue Officers of 

the government. 

RAILROAD MEN’S HOURS OF LABOR LIMITATION BILL. 

Thousands of the traveling public and thousands of railway employees are 

killed or maimed every year on our railroads. It is not generally known that rail- 

road employees are often required to work so many hours continuously as to render 

them in an unconscious or semi-conscious condition; it may not be generally known 

that many of the so-called “accidents” on railways are primarily due to the long 

hours of service without sleep or rest of railroad men Having due regard for the 

exigencies which arise in railroading, and realizing that in their operation a hard 

and fast rule of a normal work-day may not be feasible, labor being convinced that 

there is a specific time beyond which railroad workmen should not be required to 

render continuous service, caused a bill to be introduced in Congress prohibiting the 

employment of railway employees moré than sixteen hours continuously in any one 

day. I regret to say that little or no progress has thus far been made on this bill 

I confidently believe that you will authorize and direct every effort to be made te 

secure the enactment of this humane, necessary measure. 

RAILROAD ARRITRATION (1898). ACT’S ESSENTIAL FEATURE VOID. 

In 1898 Congress ‘passed what is known as the “Erdman Arbitration Act,” and 

it was approved by President Cleveland on June Ist of that year. The vital feature 

of this law is Section X, which makes it a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not 

less than one hundred nor mere than one thousand dollars, for any employer sub- 

ject to the provisions of ‘the act, or any agent, officer or receiver of such employer, 

to “require any employee, or any person seeking employment, as a condition of such 

employment, to enter into an agreement, either written or verbal, not to become or 

remhin a member of any labor corporation, association, or organization,” or to 

“threaten any employee with loss of employment, or unjustly discriminate against 

amy employee because of his membership in such a labor corporation, association ur 
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erganization;” or to “require any person seeking employment, as a condition of such 

employment, to enter into a contract whereby such employee or applicant for em- 

ployment shall agree to contribute to any fund for charitable, social or beneficial 

purposes; to release sucn employer from legal liability for any personal injury by 

reasun of any benefit received from such fund beyond the proportion of the benefit 

arising from the employer's contribution to such fund;” or “after having discharged 

an employee, to attempt or to conspire to prevent such employee from obtaining 

employment, or who shall, after the quitting of an employee, attempt or conspire 

to prevent such employee from obtaining empioyment.” 

This law applies to common carriers engaged in interstate commerce, and is 

an attempt on the part of Congress to prevent, so far as it could constitutionally act, 

the evils of discrimination against men because of their membership in labor organi- 

gations, blacklisting, and other such evils, familiar to union men. This power of 

protection was exercised in this law by Congress to the full extent of its jurisdiction. 

Congress could only deal with the employees of those corporations that are amenable 

to the regulations of interstate commerce. 

On October 16, 1899, an indictment was found by the federal grand jury for 

the District of Massachusetts against Hugh J. Hill, a chief train dispatcher on the 

New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, for violation of the tenth section of 

the “Railroad Arbitration Act” in diser + natin against a member of the Order of 

Railroad ‘ielegraphers and threatening hi with oss o* employment, because of his 

membership in such organization. Th ra‘l «6 .ompa > demurred to the indictment 

@n the ground, among others, that the *- th + cto of that law “is unconstitutional 

and void because not within the power = C uagsress to enact as a regulation of in- 

terstate comimerce,” 
The case came on for trial in October, .:00 before District Judge Francis C. 

Lowell, at Boston. Judge Lowell refused to hold that the law is unconstitutional, 

and in an admirably fair and reasonable charge he gave the case to the jury to be 

determined upon the facts.. The jury failed to agree, and owing to the fact that ar 

agreement was entered into between the railroad company and the Order of Railroad 

Welegraphers a short time after the trial, the case was never re-tried. 

A few months ago the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company began dis- 

criminating against members of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers because of their 

membership in the organization, in direct violation of the provisions of Section X 

of the Railroad Arbitration Act. The cases are exactly on a par with the previous 

case against the New York, New HIlaven and Hartford Railway, and the same points 

are involved. The officers of the organization at once took steps to protect its 

members, by invoking the aid of the law against the railroad company and its 

offending officials. Suits were filed in the Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky 

and the Northern District of Alabama, seven in all. One of these cases, brought 

before Judge Evans fn the Western District of Kentucky, has recently been decided, 

and although the judge had the precedent of Judge Lowsell’s decision to guide him, 

he declared the law unconstitutional and void. 

This decision came at a time when the Attorney-General was preparing to file 

a supplemental brief on behalf of the Government, to intervene to protect the in- 

tegrity of the law. As there is no right of appeal in a criminal case, nothing further 

can be done with this particular suit, but the others that are still pending will be 

carefully watched, and every effort will * ma* to obtain a favorable decision. 

If the decision of Judge Evans is g nerally held to be good law, there is no 

longer any protection in that law for union men who may be employed by commor 

carriers engaged in interstate commerce “<n belonging to labor organizations can 

be discharged with impunity, sims'y b-c#n-+ of their membership. They can be 

discriminated against and blacklisted and there is no federal law on the subject 

that will give them any protection. . 
In passing it may be well to state that this “Erdman Arbitration Act,” in Its 

inception, was drawn by Attorney-General Olney, with the assistance of former 

Commissioner of Labor Wright, and some of the representatives of the steam rail- 

road brotherhoods. Our Legislative Committee and I protested against its enactment 

in the shape in which it was being then urged, and warned the representatives of 

the railroad men against its dangerous provisions. After some years of conferences 

and correspondence upon the subject, finding that we were unable to persuade eur 
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friends from pursuing a mistaken course in regard to that bill, we succeeded in 
having eliminated from it any provision applying to other than railroad men, and 

we aided also in the elimination of some of its other vicious features. It was enacted 

then, and, as already stated, it became law June 1, 1898. It now transpires that the 

principal feature in that act which was of some substantial advantage to the railroad 

men has been declared void. : 

I recommend that this convention invite the representatives of the railroad 

organizations to a conference for the purpose of determining upon a course of action 

arising out of the decision nullifying that most important clause of the act referred to. 

EMPLOYERS’ LIMITED LIABILITY LAW. 

Congress passed a limited employers’ liability law, of which the following is 
a copy: 

“An Act relating to liability of common carriers in the District of Columbia 
and Territories and common carriers engaged in commerce between the States and 
between the States and foreign nations to their employees. 

3e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That every common carrier engaged in trade 
or commerce in the District of Columbia, or in any Territory of the United States, 
or between the several States, or between any Territory and another, or between 
any Territory or Territories and any State or States, or the District of Columbia, 
or with foreign nations, or between the District of Columbia and any State or 
States or foreign nations, shall be liable to any of its employees, or, in the case 
of his death, to his personal representative for the benefit of his widow and children, 
if, any, if, none, then for his parents, if none, then for his next of kin dependent 
upon him, for all damages which may result from the negligence of any of its 
otticers, agents, or employees, or by reason of any defect or insufficiency due to its 
—— in its cars, engines, appliances, machinery, track, roadbed, ways, or 
works. 

Sec. 2. That in all actions hereafter brought against any common carriers 
to recover damages for persenal injuries to an employee, or where such injuries 
have resulted in his death, the fact that the employee may have been guilty of con- 
tributory negligence shall not bar a recovery where his contributory negligence 
was slight and that of the employer was gross in comparison, but the damages 
shall be diminished by the jury in proportion to the amount of negligence attribu- 
table to such employee. All questions of negligence and contributory negligence 
shall be for the jury. 

Sec. 3. That no contract of employment, insurance, relief benefit, or indemnity 
for injury or death entered into by or on behalf of any employee, nor the acceptance 
of any such insurance, relief benefit, or indemnity by the person entitled thereto, 
shall constitute any bar or defense to any action brought to recover damages for 
personal injuries to or death of such employee: Provided, however, That upon the 
trial of such action against any common carrier the defendant may set off therein 
any sum it has contributed toward any such insurance, relief benefit, or indemnity 
that may have been paid to the injured employee, or, in case of his death, to his 
personal representative. 

See. 4. That no action shall be maintained under this Act, unless commenced 
within one year from the time the cause of action accrued. 

Sec.5. That nothing in this Act shall be held to limit the duty of common 
earriers by railroads or impair the rights of their employees under the safety- 
appliance Act of March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-three, as amended 
April first, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, and March second, nineteen hundred 
and three. 

Approved, June 11, 1906.” 
It will be observed that the law applies exclusively to the employees of rail- 

roads engaged in interstate commerce. Your representatives aided the legislative 

committeeman of the railroad brotherhoods to secure its enactment. We realized 

that though it did not include other employees engaged in interstate commerce, yet 

it was the best which could be obtained at the time, and that it will prove a basis 

upon which to extend its provisions in the future. 

WOMAN AND CHILD WORKERS’ INVESTIGATION. 

A joint resolutioh was introduced in Congress directing the Department of 

Commerce and Labor to make an investigation and report upon the industrial, social, 

moral, educational, and physical conditions of woman and child workers in the 

United States. The resolution passed the House and is now before the Senate. The 

bill encountered considerable opposition in the House, particularly at the hands of 

Congressman Crumpacker, of Indiana, chairman of the Committee on Census, who 

sought to mislead the members into the belief that the sociological investigation:as 

contemplated by the bill would be an “unnecessary duplication” of a formal statis- 

tical table of figures gathered by the Census Bureau. - 

Representatives of Labor gave every assistance to press the passage of the 
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resolution for a comprehensive investigation. In an interview with the President 

Wwe presented this matter to his attention, and he communicated with Mr. Crum- 

packer, the Census Bureau and the Commissioner of Labor, insisting that a compre- 

hensive sociological investigation be made; that this was not contemplated in the 

statistical record of the Census Bureau, and that such an investigation was by no 

means unnecessary nor would it be a duplication. 

Under modern conditions of industry, where so many women, and particularly 

children, are employed under conditions which not only stunt the physical and 

mental growth and development, but undermine and destroy the moral and social 

fibre of those who should make up the manhood and womanhood of the people, the 

citizenship of the future, it is essential that a thoroughly comprehensive investigation 

should be made so that the condition we know to exist may be equally Known to all 

our people. It should be made so that such a course may be pursued as shall best 

safeguard the womanhood and childhood of our time from the avaricious exploita- 

tion now in vogue. 

While much has been done, there is still much more to be done by Labor in 

the interest of the woman and child workers of our country. No one thing would 

be more helpful than such a congressional investigation as that to which I have 

already referred, particularly if it be conducted genuinely, so as to ascertain the 

facts; humanely, in the interests of the economic, physical, moral and social welfare 

of woman and child workers; patriotically, to promote the physical, intellectual, 

moral and social growth, so as to secure a higher and a better citizenship for the 

mainstay and the perpetuation of the institutions of our Republic. 

We should not only emphasize our position upon this subject but also direct 

the representatives of our Federation to secure the passage of the resolution for 

the congressional investigation and to aid in every possible manner, in order that 

the investigation may be fraught with beneficent results. 

BARGE-TOWING REGULATION BILL. 

At several conventions was discussed the total disregard of human life as 

practiced by some vessel owners, in the carrying trade, who often send to sea and 

along our coasts one steam vessel towing a number of heavily laden barges which 

in stress and storm are cut adrift, leaving the few poor souls on these unseaworthy 

crafts without any power of propulsion, the helpless men generally finding a 

watery grave. At our request Congressman Hearst, of New York, introduced a bill 

in the House providing that no vessel shall tow more than one other vessel fifty 

miles out at sea, unless such towed barges or vessels are properly manned and 

possess the power of self-propulsion. No progress on this bill has been made. 

LABOR’S POLITIC.*.L CAMPAIGN. i 

Much interest has been aroused rogurding the active campaign inaugurated 

and carried on by the American Federation of Labor in the recent past. Labor’s 

opponents assumed to regard our actions as an unwarranted invasion of their 

domain, that the working people have no right to exercise their sovereign power 

of citizenship to punish politically those who are hostile or indifferent to our rights 

and interests, or to stand in advocacy of those who have proven themselves as 

friends and who have sympathetically supported the measures we deem requisite 

to secure the enactment of laws having for their purpose the abolition of inequali- 

ties and injustice and the protection and promotion of those rights to which Labor 

is so justly entitled. They accused us of “threatening’’ Congressmen with our 

political ill will, as though people of other interests do not advocate and support 

the election of those who favor those interests, and threaten with political defeat 

those who are opposed to them. Evidently, it is not understood that the ballot in 

itself is the weapon with which the constitution has invested the citizen, not only 

to threaten, but to carry that threat into execution. 

We are not unmindful of the fact that laws in the interests of labor have 

been enacted, but these have been fragmentary in character and of insufficient im- 

portance. When we contemplate the alacrity with which our Congresses respond 

to the demands of special interests, by the prompt granting of charters, franchises, 

immunities, special privileges, and special and class legislation, that are winged 

into enactment by legislative flights, while any measure in the interests of the 



32 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

toiling masses progresses as if with a leaden heel; that particularly in recent years 

slower progress has been made than heretofore; that the toilers’ appeals and pe- 

titions are treated with indifference and contempt, it is not surprising that the men 

ef labor throughout our country have become impatient and have manifested that 

impatience. 

The American Federation of Labor has often declared and often emphasized 

that as our efforts are centered against all forms of industrial slavery and economic 

wrong, we must also direct our utmost energies to remove all forms of political 

servitude and party slavery, to the end that the working people may act as a unit 

at the polls of every election. 

That the American Federation of Labor most firmly and unequivocally favors 

the independent use of the ballot by the trade unionists and workingmen, united 

regardless of party, that we may elect men from our own ranks to make new laws 

and administer them along the lines laid down in the legislative demands of the 

American Federation of Labor, and at the same time secure an impartial judiciary, 

that will not govern us by arbitrary injunction of the courts, nor act as the pliant 

tool of corporate wealth. 

Frequently our conventions have voiced their sentiments, views and demands 

relative to labor measures and the means and methods by which to attain them. 

From the rank and file among the workers of our country have come impatient 

inquiries as to the possibility of labor legislation at the hands of Congress, and 

the request to know whether the time is not opportune to conduct a campaign 

that will impress upon the minds of those who are juggling and disregarding the 

legislative interests of America’s workers, the necessity for a more decent regard 

for those rights and interests. 

By authority of the Executive Council I invited the presidents of our inter- 

national unions to meet with the Executive Council at headquarters to consult and 

devise ways and means by which the position of labor in regard to our rights and 

interests might be discussed and formulated. That conference was attended by 

one hundred and seventeen presidents or representatives of presidents of the Inter- 

national Trade Unions of our country together with the Executive Council, and 

the now well-known Bill of Labor's Grievances was drawn up. In a body we 

presented it to the President, the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives on March 21, 1906. 

The colloquies which ensued and the treatment accorded Labor’s representa- 
tives are well known. It was quite evident that a large part of the meaning of 

the presentation of that document was misunderstood. 

It is not necessary here to incorporate the entire Bill of Grievances, but I 

quote the closing paragraphs because of their explanation of the events which 

followed. They are as follows: 

“We present these grievances to your attention because we have long, patiently, 

and in vain waited for redress. There is not any matter of which we have com- 

plained but for which we have in an honorable and lawful manner submitted 

remedies. The remedies for these grievances proposed by Labor are in line with 

fundamental law, and with the progress and development made necessary by 

ehanged industrial conditions. 

Labor brings these its grievances to your attention because you are the 

representatives responsible for legislation and for failure of legislation. The toilers 

come to you as your fellow-citizens who, by reason of their position in life, have 

not only with all other citizens an equal interest in our country, but the further 

interest of being the burden-bearers, the wage-earners of America. As Labor's 

representatives we ask you to redress these grievances, for it is in your power so 

to do. 

Labor now appeals to you, and we trust that it may not be in vain. But 

if perchance you may not heed us, we shall appeal to the conscience and the support 

of our fellow citizens.” 

The appeal for relief which Labor requested was not heeded. Those in charge 

of our congressional affairs disclosed clearly what had been long realized that the 

gentlemen misrepresenting the people attempt to substitute adroitness for patriot- 

ism, trickery, shiftiness and special pleadings for constructive statesmenship; that 
their course outrages the life, the interests and the welfare of the people. True to 
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eur declaration, Labor appealed not only to the working people, but to all the Ameri- 
ean people, that this republic of ours shall continue to be of, for, and by the people, 

rather than of, for, and by the almighty dollar. 

Later, the plan of campaign was formulated and the inspiring. wateh word 
adopted that: 

“We will stand by our friends and administer a stinging rebuke to men 

er parties who are either indifferent, negligent or hostile; and, wherever opportunity 

affords, secure the election of intelligent, honest, earnest trade unionists, with un- 
blemished, paid-up union cards in their possession.” 

With the details of the campaign the Executive Council in its report will 

deal more comprehensively. At this writing prior to November 6th it is not pos- 

sible to make a statement of the full results. Nor do I care to indulge in prophecy. 

I can say, however,‘ that every honorable effort has been made to carry out the 

noble and humane purposes of labor; that already a great moral victory has 

been won. ) 

The campaign has fulfilled one of its most important missions; it has in- 

stituted a great and much needed educational work—a work manifold in character. 

First, as to Congress itself; if we have not elected a single trade union mem- 

ber, we still have the encouraging prospect of a new Congress with many members, 

whe certainly must have been previously classed as indifferent, now pledged to 

Labor’s interests. Accepting the statements of those who have not been actively 

hostile to Labor’s interests, when they say that this campaign has led them to look 

more carefully into the legislation which Labor asks, when such Congressmen 

voluntarily assure us that hereafter they will give friendly and sympathetic con- 

sideration and vote for Labor’s measures, may we not take their assurances in good 

faith, for the time at least, and at an early day hope to see the fruits of this change 

of heart? 

The other educational work, and, of course, the one which is responsible 

for many seeing the light, is the change which we have already accomplished in 

public opinion. 

Despite the attitude of the hostile portion of the press, we know from various 

authentic sources that there has been among all our people a general awakening 

in behalf of Labor’s just demands. In the Congressional and legislative campaign 

throughout the country, the major portion of all discussions and contentions has 

centered upon the questions of labor and the rights and the justice it presses home 

upon society. 

It is not surprising that many good citizens heretofore only had a vague 

notion of Labor’s demands and the sound logic upon which they were based: but 

the launching of our campaign, aye, even the denunciation by the hostile portion 

of the press, has caused a great accession of public interest. 

Discussion means that all sides of a question come in. for a-hearing. The 

desire of the general public to know what our campaign is about has given Labor’s 

representatives a greater opportunity than ever before to present our claims and 

to show that they are founded upon justice, a patriotic and humane desire to help 

all our people. The American desire to deal honestly and fairly with propositions 
which merit such treatment, helps our cause beyond measure. 

It is surprising to many who have not hitherto studied the subject to find 

that while we made a clear-cut and definite campaign on certain issues, including, 

for instance, the eight-hour and anti-junction bills; these and all Labor’s demands 

seriously concern every citizen, irrespective of whether he be a member of organized 

labor or whether he is a wage-earner. 

Truth is an eternal verity, and our cause needs only to be understood in order 

te win the support of all sympathetic, patriotic and right-principled men. 

We gain by every discussion. We gain even by every hostile attack which 

provokes comment and gives an opportunity to show what is the truth in regard 

te our cause. The discussion of the specific measures which Labor advocates has 

led to a consideration of the basic, economic propositions and philosophy upon 

which such demands are founded. Many so-called statesmen no less than the multli- 

tude of private citizens have found that our campaign has forced a more careful 

study of problems which heretofore have been passed over with ccnventional 

phrases which cover ignorance of important subjects. 

We repeat, a great educational work was begun many years ago, and has 
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been continually carried on day after day as well as in our recent campaign. It 
will continue until full justice has been accorded to Labor. 

Labor’s demands can no longer be dismissed with contempt. A man may not 

agree with us, but he must now show why he does not and the logic is always on 

our side because we are right. ; 

Our campaign was started late and without any of the machinery or the prep- 

aration which ordinarily distinguishes political campaigns. Our members and friends 

have been obliged to cope with local problems in most instances in whatever man- 

ner seemed best. Many good citizens outside of our ranks have given earnest, 

untiring efforts to aid and supplement the good work which has been done through- 

out the country. 

From headquarters we gave all possible help, yet this could not in many cases 

be as much as we desired to give, because we were hampered by a lack of funds 

and the necessary general work of our movement had to be carried on with the 

same application and industry as though there were no campaign of national im- 

portance in full swing. When you shall hear the report of the campaign funds 

at Labor’s disposal, it will be seen how narrow were our resources and how malici- 

ous the suggestion of a hostile press that we had a two million dollar fund. 

It is worthy of note that the organization of workmen has received a marked 

impetus during the months of the campaign. This is another evidence of its educa- 

tional value. The workers who had not heretofore understood the purpose of our 

movement began to take an interest when they heard the demands of Labor so 

persistently discussed, even by our opponents. To look into the subject of organi- 

zation always must mean that the man who has not heretofore belonged to a union 

will be convinced that his own best interests are conserved by standing shoulder 

to shoulder with his fellows in the labor movement for the important, economic, 

industrial, political and social advancement carried forward by the organized hosts 

of labor. Our members have shown great unselfishness in abandoning even for the 

time being internal dissensions for the establishment of the great principles 

involved. 

While at this writing no definite results can be predicted, I feel confident that 

we have enough Congressmen elected and pledged to the rights of Labor and the 

people as to make it impossible for another “hostile or indifferent’ Congress to 

treat labor’s demands in the future as they have been treated in the past. 

And in passing it may not be amiss to express the opinion that in the pending 

session of the present Congress the lessons of Labor’s campaign will have a salu- 

tary influence. 

Some criticism has been indulged in that we did not lay bare for the edifi- 

cation of our opponents all our plans in the various districts. Surely, no reason 

could be assigned for giving them such an advantage. What is the method of our 

opponents but that of the utmost secrecy as to ways and means? In our case, 

there was nothing of a questionable nature to conceal. It was simply ordinary good 
policy and wisdom for Labor to keep its own counsel and let the results demon- 

strate whether we have even partially successfully appealed to the support of our 

fellow-citizens. ; 

If Labor’s efforts shall have proven not to have fulfilled its highest hopes, we 
shall not be greatly disappointed; we know that the toilers will not be downcast. 

Our membership will take advantage of every opportunity which presents itself 

to exercise all their rights and functions as workers, as men, as citizens, undis- 

mayed by any temporary set-back. Our,movement is not only of and for to-day; 

it stands for eternal justice now and for all time. 

There has been no departure in our campaign from the well defined policy 

of the American labor movement as exemplified by our trade unions and the 

American Federation of Labor. We should and will, with your authority, continue 

to take advantage of every opportunity which presents itself to call upon our fel- 

low-workers and our thinking and sympathetic fellow-citizens, to aid us in the 

great uplifting work of humanity, to attain right and justice, and to abolish 

wrong; but it is earnestly pressed home upon your experience, your wisdom 

and your conscience that no hard and fast rule be established that will in 

the slightest impair the great economic power of our movement; for, after 
all is said and done, there is no escape from the conclusion that in ail the activities 
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in the life of the wage-workers, there is no effort within measuring distance so 
potent to accomplish tangible results in the material, economic, moral, or social 

conditions as the great economic power of the trade union movement which recog- 

nizes the identity, the fraternity, the solidarity of Labor. 

LABOR’S ECONOMIC POWER—THE MOST POTENT. 

As time goes on the concensus of opinion is agreed that the exercise by 

labor of its economic power is, after all, certainly the greatest power which can 

be wielded. In a discussion quite immaterial to the point of this part of my re- 

port, the Chief of the Massachusetts Bureau of Labor Statistics, in a recent re- 

port, says: 

“Trade unions possess to-day, through the influence of their immense mem- 

bership, a capacity to affect seriously the welfare of the community, should they 

resolve to utilize all their energies and means toward the accomplishment of 

a definite object. No better illustration of this is needed than the recent 

great coal strike. Whether the unions are right or wrong in their claims and de- 

mands, is immaterial in this discussion. The fact is that they are powerful organi- 

zations and may become controlling agencies in the community.” 

It does not affect the point that the author of that quotation states that 

the trade unions may affect “seriously” the welfare of the community, or that he 

with an apparent impartiality presents the possibility that it is probable that the 

trade unions may be wrong as well as right in their claims. The fact is that if 

our movement may affect “seriously” the welfare of the community, it must in- 

evitably “seriously” promote the general welfare, and that, as a matter of fact, 

inasmuch as the labor movement acts in the interests and for the benefit of the 

great masses of the people, it necessarily follows that despite any incidental error 

or mistake in its high and great purposes, it is in the right. 

However, the quotation is simply given as an additional evidence to that which 

is manifest among the thinking men the world over, that the trade unions possess 

in their make-up, character and capacity the power and influence that are possessed 

by no other crganization on earth. 

It is the possession of this power and the consciousness of its possession and 

the wisdom, care and responsibility in its exercise, that have made the trade 

union movement as understood and expressed by the American Federation of 

Labor the tower of strength it is, earning and deserving as it does the confidence, 

respect and well wishes, not only of the wage-workers, but of so large a part of 

our people. 

Thinking men now realize that which we have always contended, that labor's 

economic, corrective and constructive policy makes for the uplift of all the people. 

SAN FRANCIS DISASTER. * 

It w-s with profound grief that we learned of the terrible disaster which 

befell the people of San Francisco and vicinity. Desirous of expressing our material 

sympathy for the people of that stricken district, with the consent of the Executive 

Council, I issued an appeal to organized labor for financial aid for the relief of the 

sufferers. 

There are in San Francisco twenty-five local unions directly affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor. From the fund contributed by our other directly 

affiliated local unions we made donations to the local unions and the central body 

of San Francisco, as well as to the organizations in Santa Rosa and San Jose, which 

suffered loss by the earthquake, of an amount proportionate to the membership 

upon which they had paid per capita tax to the American Federation of Labor. We 

also appropriated a sufficient sum from the general fund of the American Federation 

of Labor to place these organizations in good standing up to August Ist, and, 

wherever it was necessary, furnished to them free of cost new charters and supplies. 

Because the international unions necessarily had the best facilities to com- 

municate with their members in the stricken cities, I urged, and they pursued, the 

course otf sending their contributions to the local unions of their respective crafts. 

it was my purpose to make a complete report of the amounts contributed 

directly by the international unions to their local unions and for the relief of the 

iudividual sufferers. This can be done only in part. Only thirty-two international 
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unions out of our one hundred and nineteen sent me reports. From these it is showr 

that the total amount contributed is $155,732.90. In some instances the international 

unions have later made further donations. Then again circular appeals were sent 

e@ut by the international unions to their membership, and the executive officers were 

unable to give the amounts raised by these means. The local unions of the country 

also made many contributions direct, that were not reported to the executive officers 

of their international organizations. 

When these facts are taken into consideration, together with the further fact 

that all the international unions remftted per capita tax, etc., against their Sas 

Francisco locals, it can be readily understood that the above figures do not by any 

means indicate the amount contributed by the thirty-two international unions 

which reported, not taking into consideration those organizations which have made 

generous contributions but which did not report to us. 

The catastrophe which befell our people in San Francisco and vicinity by 

reason of the earthquake and resultant conflagration was too appalling to admit 

of adequate description, and particularly any attempt at description at my hands. 

The fortitude with which the people there conformed themselves to the awful 

surroundings occasioned by the calamity, the bravery with which they endured pri- 

vations, the zeal and energy and enterprise with which they are rebuilding a greater 

and a more beautiful city by the Golden Gate, manifest the attributes of the highest 

civilization and heroism. No little credit is primarily due for the order maintained 

during that great trying time, and for the Phoenix-like rehabilitation, to the men 

constituting the well organized labor movement and to the chief executive of the 

stricken city of San Francisco, a trade union mayor whom the concensus of 

epinion accords to have been the man of the hour. 

Of course, in the rebuilding of San Francisco the number of workmen in the 

building trades has been largely augmented; but from reports made to our head- 
quarters, it is clearly shown that there is now an abundant number there to perform 

the work required, and that it is inadvisable for workmen to go there in the hope 

of finding further employment; that the cost of living, including rent, has largely 

advanced, and that an over-abundance of workmen would necessarily tend to lower 

wages, particularly when they can not find employment. 

ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS CRUSADE. 

Pursuant to the instructions of the last convention, we published in pamphlet 

form the address delivered at Pittsburg on the subject of tuberculosis, together with 

the diagrams there exhibited and the advice and warning given for the prevention 

and arrest of that terrible plague among our people. The result of our efforts has 

been greatly appreciated, not only by the working people, but also by others par- 

ticularly engaged in the great effort to eradicate from our lives the terrible ravages 

due to consumption. 

All who have given this subject of tuberculosis their deepest and best thought 

agree that sufficient and nutritious food, lessening of the hours of burdensome toil, 

pure air and better sanitation, are the most important considerations and effective 

elements for the prevention or the cure of tuberculosis. To obtain these conditions 

for the workers, not even our opponents have disputed that the trade union move- 

ment is the most potential. 

I recommend that our effort in all directions to relieve humanity from this 

great scourge be continued unabated. 

SCHOOL ROOMS FOR EVENING MEETINGS. 

In some localities Central Labor Bodies have secured the partial use of school- 

rooms for the evening meetings of unions; but much progress on this line has not been 

made. There is a constantly growing desire among our membership to hold their 

meetings in halls on the premises of which there is no sale of intoxicants. There 

is, however, in nearly all centres a dearth of sufficient halls suitable for meeting 

rooms other than those with saloon attachments. ; 

In the interest of sobriety and morality, I again urge that this convention 

strongly recommend to our affiliated organizations throughout the country that they 

inaugurate a movement which shall permit the use of our public schoolrooms for the 

évening meetings of our labor organizations. 
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AN OUTRAGE—A TRAVESTY ON THE LAW. 

It becomes my duty to refer to a great travesty upon justice toward Messrs. 

Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone, president, secretary and executive board member of 

the Western Federation of Miners, who, without an opportunity for defense in the 

eourts of the state of Colorado, were practically kidnapped from that state and 

taken to Idaho upon the charge of complicity in the killing of ex-Governor Steunen- 
berg, of Idaho. 

No self-respecting, humane man can have any sympathy either with killing 

er the policy of killing, whether of a high official or one of the submerged in the 

social strata. 

Civilization presumes the highest regard for human life. 

The meanest man in all our country is guaranteed rights which neither state 

nor nation is warranted in taking from him, even though he be suspected of or 

eharged with crime. Every man in our country is assumed to be innocent of any 

crime until he has been proven guilty and so pronounced by a jury of his peers; and 

until Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone have been proven guilty, after a fair and 

impartial trial, the law holds them innocent. Their abduction from their homes and 

their state is a crime against justice, liberty and the rights of man. 

It may not be amiss here to recite the practice in criminal cases where a per- 

son charged with crime escapes to or resides in another state. 

The governor of the state in which the alleged crime has been committed 

may make demand upon the governor of the state in which the person charged with 

the crime is located for the surrender of the person so charged. 
That the person demanded has always been accorded the right to be heard 

before such demand or requisition has been complied with, and that he or others in 

his behalf may obtain a writ of habeas corpus, by which the courts of the state may 

hear, review and determine: 

Whether the requisition papers are ample or authentic; 

Whether the grounds of complaint are sufficient; 

Whether there exists an illegal or imprcper design, under the forms of law, 

to take a citizen away from his home and from his state, and to take him to a 

foreign state for an ulterior purpose. 

In other words, the practice and the law are that a person shall be protected by 

the government of the state in which he lives against being deprived of his life or 

his liberty without due process of law, or being handed over to the government of 

another state without an opportunity of setting up even a preliminary defense, soe 

as to show that he has the right to the protection of the state against the untenable 

demand of another. 

All these safeguards guaranteed by law were flagrantly disregarded, and 

Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone were surrendered without a moment's preparation or 
opportunity to avail themselves of their lawful rights and railroaded to an Idaho 

prison. 

Right here we should say that under our government the states are as much 

foreign to each other in the administration of their criminal law as is, say, for 

instance, a foreign country to the government of the United States, except that in 

the former, the state, the state governors and courts are the arbiters, and in the 

latter the President of the United States and the potentates of the foreign countries 

and their representative courts are the determining officials. 

Is it conceivable that the President of the United States would have sur- 

rendered an American citizen to a foreign government upon its requisition without 

giving him an opportunity to avail himself of his lawful rights and a chance to show 

that some mistake, some terrible mistake, has been made? 

Suppose such a citizen might be able to show that a conspiracy had beer 

entered into by some foreign power to get him into its jurisdiction’ and domain 

with the ulterior purpose cf taking his life or depriving him of his liberty. 

Would and should not an American citizen be given the chance to show these? 

If these contentions are true, and no liberty-loving, right-thinking American 

will dispute it, then it follows that this course should also have been pursued by the 

governor of Colorado, and that he should not have done as he has done, allow the 

practical kidnapping of these men. 

The entire proceedings in this case thus far have been characterized by hish- 
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handed outrage and violation of the constitutional and statutory guaruntees, and 

are repugnant to the conception of human justice as understood and accepted by our 

American life, our American manhood, since the foundation of our republic. 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF UNION CARDS. 

As per instructions of the last convention to the Executive Council and by 
authority of my colleagues, [ communicated with the officers of trade unions of other 

countries, and our own included, for the purpose of encouraging the international 

interchange and acceptance of cards, and the acceptance of the same in unions of 

similar trades without the payment of initiation or entrance fee. The result of that 

correspondence will be submitted to you more fully in the Executive Council’s report. 

Reference is made here merely to state, that considerable progress has been made 

in this direction, and to impress the fact upon the minds of all that through the labor 

movement, more than by any other human effort, is gradually but certainly being 

accomplished the breaking down of national hatred and prejudice, born of igno- 
rance, and also the establishing and practical application of the principle of human 
brotherhood. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD. 

The unemployed cotton operatives of Lancashire, during our civil war, pro- 

tested against the British government’s undertaking to raise our blockade of the 

southern ports; they preferred to suffer rather than to have the raw cotton brought 

to Englana to give them employment. Had the policy of the British government 

been carried out, it would have meant the power of that country being allied with 

the southern forces. Our Lancashire workmen’s protest was effective to compel 

Britain’s neutrality. They preferred to suffer rather than permit the dismember- 

ment of our American union and the maintenance of human slavery. 

After the close of our civil war the unions of labor were the first to re- 

establish fraternal relations between the men of the North and South. 

The workmen of Great Britain compelled fair treatment to the valiant Boers. 

The American Federation of Labor secured the abolition of slavery and 

peonage in Hawaii, and urged American intervention to free Cuba. 

The toilers of France and Germany materially contributed to the prevention 

of the recently threatened hostilities between the peoples of their respective 

countries. 

The interchange of fraternal delegates between the organized labor movement 

of various countries, representing as they do the ambassadors from and to the 

parliaments of labor, the many other means employed to aid and encourage the 

wage-earners of the world, all have tended and are tending toward the better un- 

derstanding so essential to international peace and human progress. As such em- 

bassadors of labor of Great Britain and of Canada, to this parliament of American 

labor, we extend a most cordial and fraternal greeting to J. N. Bell, Allen Gee, 

and S. L. Landers. 

It is our earnest hope that their mingling and stay with us may be mutually 

profitable to the cause in which we have the honor to be enlisted and which portends 

so much to the well-being of all the people. 

ORGANIZERS’ SPLENDID WORK. 

It is but scant recognition of our more than twelve hundred volunteer or- 

ganizers to say that without their aid, much of the success attending our movement 

would be lost. These men, without reward or hope of reward, devote their evenings, 

and days, which others devote to rest or recreation, to the great cause of promoting 

the welfare of the toiling masses. 

And the special or salaried organizers perform their arduous duties zealously, 

giving general satisfaction, bringing to them the consciousness of work well done. 

Though it may be true that here and there a labor man may go wrong, I as- 

sert that, taking man for man, among the representative labor men of our country, 

they will be found as earnest, honest, faithful and unselfish as can be found in the 

professions or in any other walk in life. 
It is strange that our opponents would judge every other association of men 

by the best that they produce, while holding up to contumely the worst who may 
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incidentally flit across the path of labor, and holding these up as typical of the best 

that our great movement produces. 

A constant and persistent application of the best that is in us to help our 

fellows, to instill into the hearts and minds of the toilers the necessity and the 

righteousness of helping to bear our brothers’ burdens, will overcome ignorance and 

prejudice and will accord to our men the honor and encomium of the great up- 

lifting work of humanity, well done. cs 

LABOR PRESS, ITS GREAT SERVICE. 

I wish I could state more strongly and emphatically the appreciation we all 

feel for.the great work of the labor press of America, the great service it renders 

to the cause of labor and humanity. Often struggling under most adverse and 

disadvantageous conditions, the men conducting the labor press of America perform 

a heroic and self-sacrificing service. They deserve and should receive, from the 

toiling masses of our country, more generous support, not only financially, but 

morally. 

AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

It is not necessary to report at length regarding our official magazine, the 

American Federationist. The subject has been dealt with in detail in former 

reports. Through the columns of its monthly issue I have endeavored to maintain 

or improve its matter and make-up. It has been a great aid to us in disseminating, 

not only the principles of the cause for which we stand, but the philosophy upon 

which it is based. 

During the recent campaign it was as expectantly anticipated and eagerly 

scanned by opponents as by friends. It is seldom but that some of the editorials in 

the American Federationist are not reproduced, both in the labor press and in the 

daily press. It is authoritatively quoted, and has a great clientele of readers and 

students. It should be our purpose to endeavor to extend its already wide circula- 

tion. * 

CONCLUSION. 

To my colleagues of the Executive Council I owe a deep debt of gratitude for 

their advice and co-operation. To the officers and the rank and file of our great 

international unions I can not find language adequately to express the deep appre- 

ciation I feel for the support they have rendered our cause and the efforts which 

I have been enabled to put forth to advance it. 

I can not claim that this report is comprehensive, or that it is even satis- 

factory to myself. It is simply a summary of a few of the important incidents 

and doings in connection with our movement, the movement which stands for and 

typifies the noblest impulses and the highest aspirations in man. 

I am conscious simply of this one thing: That, without regard to self, what- 

ever has been the light given me and whatever the strength with which I have been 

endowed, all have been given tv the most potent and momentous reform and human- 

izing force of our time, the organized labor movement of America. 

Yours fraternally, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President, American Federation of Labor 
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fe the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-Sirth Annual Convention of the American Federation ef 

Labor: 

FELLOW WORKMEN-—I have the honor to submit a report 

tures for the past twelve (12) months, beginning October 1, 1905, 

Financially, as well as otherwise, the Federation has hal 

faction that I report at the close of this fiscal year $113,54.6) ia 

less than the high-water mark in the history of the Feleration. Ta2 total receipts from all sources 

are $217,815.18, divided as follows: Per capita tux, $103,045.88; supplies, $12,887.84; AMERICAN FEep 

ERATIONIST, $25,912.87; International Typographical Uaiona assessment, $52.619.12; Textile assessment, 

$2,056.10; defense fund, $15,555.02; premium on bonds, $733.35. The expenses ure $218,540.04, as follows; 

From general fund, $124,818.24; AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, $25,963.12; defense fund, $13,643.40; pre 

mium on bonds, $591.16; International Typographical Union assessment, $52,619.12. 

to youof the receipts and expend 
and ending September 39, 1906, 

a prosperous year. It is with satis 

the treasury, a few hunJrel dollars 

The following is a summary of the receipts and expenses for twelve (12) months, ending Sep 

tember 30, 1906: 

MONTHS, 

October 
November 
December 

January 
February 

September.. 

$14,069 
3.804 
8,980 

8,124 
5.553 
10,554 
7,481 
7.839 
6,069 
9,230 
11.814 

60 | 
49 | 
14 | 

05 
35 
78 | 
36 
52 
00 | 
88 
16 

| 14.525 55 

WRG inisccscicicens | $108,046 88 

October. 
November... 
December 

PRICEY ose ssecssicesic 
February 
March.. 

September..... 

NID sasicdavcadicnc swudvanenahssaanasinasdonsppeanaencbeetio | $124,818 

*$1,052.00 returned July 9, 1906, from Agricultural Workers of Arecibo, P R 

MONTHS. 

RECEIPTS. 

| Supplies. | 

$524 
790 
996 

} 2,081 
} 1,011 

693 
| 2,140 

872 
562 

| 848 52 
| 1,471 
| 943 

| 

| $12,887 

Federa- 
tivnist. 

$1.691 61 | 
&3 | 3.064 
57 

80 

52 
50 
98 

30 
83 
42 tee tes tet at fet bet 

| $25,912 $7 
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$13.643 40 



42 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand October 1, 1905.................. a ; Saisbaakd eahaceniskunhcieieshie ata $114,265 46 
Per capita tax os sia ates 5 apenas Br ae ‘ RES we. $108,046 
Supplies ? poxneu ‘ ; ; : ausnesee 2.8 
American Federationist 
Assessment, I. T. U 
Assessment, Textile Workers.. 
Defense fund 
Premiums 

217,815 18 

EXPENSES. $332,080 64 

General..... os Sahdtaaiats<ixintethaben ioe ie aceas ... $124,818 24 
American Federationist..... ; ‘ ; sdubeekabacestdbanshe ‘i 26,868 12 
Assessment, I. T. U 
Defense fund ‘ si > tee an lees 
Premiums. : 7 ; sa saison 591 16 

——— 218,540 04 

Balance on hand, October 1, 1906.. ~ shin ‘ . $113,540 60 

RECAPITULATION, 

In General Fund sie meas ea ee cheaper $16,711 58 
in Defense Fund. te ; pietues attuneancs ; 96.829 02 

$113,540 60 

The following is the grouping under their several heads of the detailed monthly expenses: 

Appropriations: 

Laundry Workers of Troy, N. Y.............. . Ses a $1,000 00 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada. saath ‘ a wed 500 00 

Chain Makers National Union ich tandadins pease echnee ; 250 00 

International Fur Workers’ Union...................... bveacaewiseiien eiedeoen caw 100 00 

Sugar Workers, No. 10,519, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax).................. 75 00 

Milkers’ Union, No. 8,861, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax) ‘ ‘ ai 75 00 

Federal Labor Union, No, 7,241, Carpentersville, Ill. (per capita tax)....... a 24 20 

Bootblacks, No. 10,175, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax).............ccceceeeeeeee 16 75 

Laborers’ Protective Union, No. 8,944, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax)............... 16 

Alaska Salmon Packers, No. 12,000 (per Capita tax).............cccccseseseeccssseceseeeseeees 14 

Soap, Soda, and Candle Workers, No. 10,385 (per capita tax)....... iz 14 

Servants’ Protective, No. 11,733, Mayaquez, P. R. (per capata tax) 12 

Women's Protective Union, No. 11,956, Maricao, P. R. (per capita tax). 12 

Machine Hanis, No. 11,933, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax) vis side eae 8 

Soda and Mineral Water Bottlers, No. 10,330, San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax)..... 5 

Ship Sealers, No. 11,950 (per capita tax). 4 ; 3 § 

Rent 100 

Refund of premiums on bonds, supplies returned, excess per capita taux, ete ed 204 

Premiums: 

Bonds, local Eeeiel ; bukit vineancepreiis c 591 

Treasurer's bond.. fa ‘ ; ‘ 100 

Fire insurance she ‘ ; 45 

Secretary's bond. 2 oats : 20 

Newspapers ani magazines 110 

Stamped envelopes ; eas 941 

Freight and express.......... éeivi wiles sd cviewecaaaned ines siete Gidndaina Wastin da i Mibunas ZiKUaACh ad Ae uSedaa Xa cesib ,089 

Telegrams, ete sade wi sacneis Singeendeesyieriesmadennareent ‘ jicooes 780 

Supplies and printing for affiliated unions...... sgieuavinsnt suneranos Siexshddeu ube icadeatedtnimaanddsiee 12.085 

Postage stamps 

islative expenses ..... 

Office fixtures...... Riesiius 

Organizing literature and printing. 

Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain..... 

Pittsburg Convention: 

Printing daily proceedings............... 

Badges, decorations, ete 
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COMMTICCOSS TOO, «00200 0ccecccsecccrcsesscccesencesecsssess Nice Giukcinabiviaivctcipivtwns taint diedaaaiiaainias 484 02 

Stenographers = aemeavnnaas oe eidatebdaiethadalaes ; 423 50 

Printing and supplies. ; d fats ed ; i Jarsscetaee 181 45 

Rent of hall ei oss sda teitaddeans aeaen uiauadavsaates Gs 450 00 

Messengers and assistant secretary : ‘ : aaa atic aa 164 00 

Printing proceedings ‘ ; aac tatateue aes sone ceadonaceunaciees a 1,705 09 

Binding proceedings. ......... acmcontin = pint peiwedvveawads pice coaadis nauhhesiheaiusenhasdean 140 00 

Expenses Minneapolis convention . eee stunted is d od Se ccelaneaes 247 2: 

Expenses secretary attending Pittsburg convention ................... <ehedcneaeens 94 50 

Salary: 

President....... ~ igutiadigaaececamatien arismasoasiea de , antes iaeaeonisloieaaaitots 3, 00 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Clerk hire..... 

Stenographers.. 

Janitor services..... pacpleadinsens 

Office supplies and printing 

Expenses: 

Executive Council meetings asa Sisduudiaaukawnceaes .701 

President 7 ; Giecnstietedebauceiler 775 42 

Secretary ...... tii sae a ele wba Riemnnermubap gpudinn aaeeseecap einen seinen eGeeh acs 141 49 

Auditing and credential committee s ‘eile epeiuenaeees aad 200 50 

Defense fund: Strike benefits.. er gio teradie tai aR Oniduaar ar ean deae tkadekeacusonttota aes .212 00 

Assessment: International Ty pographical Union. . wat 6 insicenensikaccentae, ae 

Organizing expenses ......... abstaneess iitttusiededacea . 59,194 06 

Printing and publishing THE AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST Sabanannantinnecniomsenekatetuetastbrensaloes 26,868 12 

Total sisi Senibece vitedabe das epiahiin ihedeas etantcniee eee $218,540 04 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1906. 

I herewith furnish altable, giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 26 years. 

Receipts. Expendi- 
tures. 

$174 00 $154 
268 20 252 
690 352 
357 42 543 2 
584 08 450 5 
474 635 

1,939 8 2,074 § 
4,512 5 3,933 
6,838 6,578 3% 

23,849 7 21,070 5 
17,702 36 13.190 
17,834 5 18,324 6 
20,864 63 21,383 36 

‘ 17,302 
15,612 
15,452 

18,639 9% 19,113 
18,894 15 19,197 

: 30,599 2 
68,373 ¢ 

115,220 89 118,708 ¢ 
144,498 21 119,086 
247,802 96 196,015 5 
220,995 97 203,991 15 
207,417 62 196,170 10 
217.815 18 218,540 04 

$1,440,646 16 | $1,327,105 56 

RECAPITULATION, 

Receipts.. $1,440,646 16 
WERDOUBES «000.000. crcccesssceccorosscscesereees seveesorcessoresccecesscesccessccseseseocssececesccoscecseecscesscscosesese 1,327,105 56 

Balance on hand, October,1, 1906. $113,540 60 



44 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

CHARTERS. 

During the twelve months ending September 30, 1906, fees have been received for 317 charters 

issued to National and International, State, Central, Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number six were granted to the following National and International Unions: 

Lake Pilots Protective Association of the Great Lakes. 
Lithographers International Protective and Beneticial Association of the United States and 

Ganada. 
Amalgamated Window Glass Workers of America. 
Stee! Plate Transferrers Association of America. 
International Association of Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of America. 
Switchmens Union of North America. 

State Branches as follows: 

Colorado, North Carolina, The West Indian Federation of Labor, Maryland. 

City Central Bodies as follows: 

Alabama: Louisiana: East Liverpool, 
Montgomery. Baton Rouge. Elyria, 

British West Indies, Trinidad: Maine: Middletown. 
Port-of-Spain. Biddeford and Saco. Oregon: 

California: Massachusetts: Baker City. 
Contra Costa County, Fall River, Pennsylvania: 
Hanford, Milford. Altoona. 
Pasadena. Michigan: Freeland, 

Canada: Alpena, Greensburg, 
Kingston, Ontario, Marine City. Harrisburg, 
Lethbridge, Alberta. Missouri: Mahanoy City, 

Colorado: Cape Girardeau. Oil City, 
Trinidad. Nebraska: Ridgway. 

Florida : South Omaha. Porto Rico: 
Sanford. Nevada: Aguadilla, 

Illinois: Reno. San Juan, 
Carterville, New Hampshire : Vieques, 
Chicago, Lebanon. Yauco. 
Depue, New Jersey: Rhode Island: 
Germantown, Atlantic City. Woonsocket. 
Toluca. New York: Tennessee: 

Indian Territory : Albany. Jackson. 
Tulsa. North Carolina: Texas: 

Iowa: High Point, Port Arthur. 
Waterloo. Rocky Mount. Vermont: 

Kansas : North Dakota: White River Junction 
Topeka, Fargo. Virginia: 
Winfield. Ohio: Clifton Forge. 

CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897—1906. 

, |, In- . |Cen-| Trade Federal | py 
YEAR. He lan State. | tral. | Unions. | Unions. Total. 

ene ae “ pitta” wen iaiaeatailatiaaliedl as 
1897 8 2 18 154 35 217 
1898........ ; ‘ ‘ uichinsda sb axcveeuasmendins 9 0 | 12 129 53 203 
1899 s cardeieh ‘ sbsasdesutéapisnee 9 1 | 35 303 101 449 

1900 5 ; mastiisiatee , 14 5 96 484 250 849 
1901 A valieaetante sage hae sav easegavene 7 4 23 575 207 916 
1902 (eleven months).. 14 6 127 598 279 1,024 
1903 ; be sorneinaien ae ane 20 3 171 743 396 1,333 
1904... oe bap asaieslers abies bhasseses : il 5 | 99 179 | 149 443 
1905.. ; , i girl Gicccarielaeshacs RUarsuaTeskedsseeas anion ee 3 1 67 143 | 73 287 
1906... sais bahvacutit cues hstaners a) sdeechnsteeeens 6 4 53 167 87 317 

penniniie I eespeeensninan ae ae ——— =e 

MINS fais seca dey sacidanthveleant so tasoesberentausralssb ounces teoannny 101 31 | Ss0l 3,475 1,630 6,038 

POGSral LADO UNIO. ..ccccscrccrtaccessceccsesess TA We) eo Ce aN Ph ACR Rist 87 

ee MINIINL - ss. cddabhb bots ncnss chitesescoknonvnahosaspudhesenbubaden signin volveabed sunevabcsbonttbesdess 167 

RNIN Gis hsinses ssebesnbins in iascn« saniSeeanjon Raaknuton Gravaaeailahncd abe andalian sanabdivennagiadataaerdaaniseonbeeaeee 254 

CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED AND DISBANDED. 

REVOKED—Federal Labor Union, 6482, St. Louis, Mo. DISBANDED—Internationals: International 

Association of Blast Furnace Workers, Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers’ International Union, 

International Brotherhood of Oil and Gas Well Workers; Centrals, 29; Locals, 106. SUSPENDED— 

Internationals: Amalgamated Rubber Workers of America, Tack Makers’ International Union 

Centrals, 89; Locals, 240. Affiliated with Internationals, 21. a 

XL 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the mem- 
bership during the past nine years, I have prepared the following table, showing the voting strength 
of the a‘filiated unions of the Americaa Federation of Labor for the years 1833 up to and inelu ling 
1906. ‘This table is base 1 upon the average membership reported or paid upon to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor by afiiliated organizations: 

ORGANIZATION, 3 1900. , 1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1904. 1905. | | 

Actors’ National Protective Union... ; en é E 
Allied Metal Mech. Int.. asta 2 5 | 

| 

| 

11 

Amal. Asso. of Marine Water Tenders, etc... 
American Agents’ Association 
Bakers and Confectioners’ International 
Barbers’ National Union. 
Bill Posters 
Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers and Lron Shipbuil lers. 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union....... 
Bookbinders, International Brotherhood of 
Bottle Blowers’ Asso. of U. S. and Canada..... 
Brass and Composition Metal Workers...... 
Brewery Workmen, National Union.. 
Brickmakers’ Alliance, National 
Broommakers’ Union, International 
Brushmakers’ International Union sekwies an 
Building Employes of America, Int. Union of. <iannabaas: ; 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 5 20 
Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of | 200 
Carriage and Wagon Workers ..... 
Carvers’ Union, International Wood .. 
Car Workers, International Association o 
Cement Workers 
Chainmakers’ National Union. 
Cigarmakers’ International Union 
Clerks, Order of Railway , 
Clerks International Protective Asso., Retail. 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United 
Clothingmakers, Special Order of. 
Commercial Telegraphers caeetice 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, Internationall.........|.. 
Coopers’ International Union vere 
Coremakers’ International Union 
Curtain Operatives. Amalgamated Lace 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers’ Int’l Union. 
Electrica) Workers, International Bro..... 
Elevator Constructors 
Engineers, National Union of Steam.. 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary 
Ireight Handlers and Warehousemen 
Flour and Cereal Milf Employes 
Foundry Employes, International Bro. of... 
Furniture Workers of America, International 
Fur Workers. International Association of aot 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of America.....]..... 
Garment Workers of America, United... 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint... i aeses 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A., Window 
Glass Cutters’ League of America, Window 
Glass Workers’ International Asso., Amal. 
Glass Workers of America, Amal. Window 
Glass House Employes’ International Asso 
Glass Snappers. Window........... 
Glove Workers 
Gold Beaters’ Protective Union. National 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife........ 
Grinders and Finishers. Pocket Knife Blade. 
Granite Cutters’ National Union 
Hatters of North America, United.. sola 
Heat, Frost, General Insulators, and Asbestos 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers ! 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes...... 
Iron, Stee), and Tin Workers’ Amal. Asso 
Iron Workers, Bridge and Struc., Intl. Asso 
Jewelry Workers’ International.... 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, International 
Lathers, Intl. Union of, W. W. and Metal 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods 
Leather Workers of America, Amal 
Lithographers’ Intl., P. and B. Asso 

+ 

y= ON 

saan w 

wb es We Ww ee ees es eee 
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ORGANIZATION, 

Longshoremen’s Asso. of United States... 130 | 200 
Machinists’ Union of America, International 136 | 225 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers | send 
Maintenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro. of. 
Marble Workers, International Association of.. 
Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers. 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen...... 
Metal Workers’ Intl. Asso., Amal. Sheet...........}. 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Platers, ete......... 
Metal Workers’ International Union, United.. 
Mine Workers of America, United 
Mine Mgrs. and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso.. 
Mineral Mine Workers, United.. + 
Moulders’ Union of N. A., Iron..... 
Musicians, American Federation of..... 
Oil and Gas Well Workers’ Union, Intl... 
Painters of America, Brotherhood of 
Paper Box Workers, International Union of ... 
Papermakers, United Brotherhood of ee 
Patternmakers’ National League 
Pavers and Rammermen, Intl. Unionof.. 
Paving Cutters’ Union of U. S. A 
Photo-Engravers’ Union of N. A. Intl. 
Piano and Organ Workers’ Union.... 
Pilots’ Association oie 
Pilots’ Association of the Great Lakes, Lake... 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, etce......... 
Potters, Stoneware. 
Powder and High Explosive Workers... 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative....}......... 
Potters’ National Union of America ‘a 
Printing Pressmen, International 
Printers, Plate of U. S. A., National 
Print Cutters...... 
Printers, Machine ‘Textile 
Quarrymen’s National Union... 
Quarry workers’ International. 
Railway Clerks......................+. ‘ 
Railway Employes’ Amal. As: 
Railway Expressmen 
Rubber Workers.................cs0.-s000 
aw Smiths’ Union of America... 
eamen's Union of America, Intl. 

Shingle Weavers 
Shipwrights, Joiners, and Calkers 
Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Worker: 
Slate and Tile Roofers.................... 
Slate Workers. 
Spinners’ Association, Cotton Mule........... 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers 
Steel Plate Transferrers’ Asso. of America 
Stereotypers and Electroty pers’ Unionof N. 
Stove Mounters’ International Union................. 
Switchmen’s Union of North America 
Tackmakers. 
Tailors’ Union of America. ‘Journeymen... 
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of. 
Telegraphers, Order of Railroad 
Textile Workersof A., National Union of 
Theatrical Stage Employes, National... 
Tile Layers and Helpers, Intl. Union.... 
Tin Plate Workers, Intl. Protective.. 
Tip Printers....... 
Tobacco Workers’ Union of America 
Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty, Intl... 
Tube Workers of United States and Canada... 
Typographical Union, International.......... da 
Upholsterers, International Union of.. 
Watch Case Engravers, International. 
Watch Case Makers, International. 
Weavers, Elastic Goring 
Wice Weavers’ Protective, American.... 
Wire Drawers of America, Fed. Asso. of.. 
Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers 

State Branches a 7 q 32 

*Charter revoked. tSuspended for non-payment of per susie’ tax. tt Disbanded. 
«Merged with Machinists. ** Withdrew. 
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50 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DURING 
THE PAST YEAR. 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

MIE sick cbaiisncc sty 
Bakers and Confectioners 
Barbers ha 
Bookbinders .. 
Boot and Shoe Workers 
Bridge and Structural Lron Wkrs| 
Carpenters. Brotherhood 
Carvers, Wood... i. 
Car Workers . 
Chainmakers 
Cigarmakers 
Clerks ; 
Compressed Air Workers 
Curtain Operatives. Lace... 
Sutting Die and Cutter Makers.. 
Electrical Workers.. i 
Engravers, Watch Case. 

Death 
benetits. 

$500 00 
TOO OO 

14,020 00 
3.500 00 

13.400 00 

10,800 00 
202.284 57 

00 
00 

00 
2 

19 00 
00 

1,400 00 

25.00 
8,100 00 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes WO 
Foundry Employes 
Freight Handlers 
Fur Workers. 
Glass Bottle Blowers.. 
Glass House Employ BR gon aio 
Glass Snappers................. 
Glass Workers, Amalgamated... 
Glass Workers, Window 
Granite Cutters..... 
Grinders, Table Knife.. 
Hatters 
Hotel and Restaurant Employ es. 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers ...... 
Jewelry Workers. 
Lathers...... ; 
Leather Wkrs. on Horse Goods... 
BUTE ccssesctnveccesssssesses 

ee ii nchilh aasldinhannepacpa 
Maintenance of Way Employes. 
Meat Cutters and Butch. Wkmn. 
Metal Polishers............................ 
Metal Workers, Sheet. ; 
Molders, Iron.. 
Painters......... 
Pattern Makers.. 
Paving Cutters. 
Photo-Engravers............. 
Piano and Organ Workers... 
I nas cies sixigdedscvhsased 
Print Cutters 
Printers, Machine Textile 
Printing Pressmen 
Quarry Workers 
Railway Employes, Street 
Sawsmiths....... 
Slate and Tile Roofer: 
Slate Workers. 
Spinners, Cotton Mule 
Stage Employes, Theatrical 
Stereotypers and Electrotypers. 
Stove Mounters 
Switchmen.. 
Talors........... 
Tobacco Workers..... 
Travelers’ Goods and Leather 
Novelty Workers............. , 

Typographical Union 
Weavers, Goring... 
Weavers, Wire 

ND Sach 865 secnnchesibabdeanivese _.|3994,974 79 | 

10,000 00 

100 00 
47,885 20 

845 10 
30,000 00 
23,480 45 

200 00 
26.000 00 

19,000 00 
4,900 00 
900 00 

3,700 00 

2.080 JO 
15,882 75 
29,375 00 
10,000 00 
2.950 00 
5,389 75 

10,500 00 
62,748 65 
54,447 50 

900 00 
1,050 00 
3.400 00 

6,500 00 
599 00 
450 00 

11,000 00 
850 00 

13,100 00 
300 00 

1,900 00 
§00 00 
600 00 

17,500 00 
1,920, 00 
2,000 00 

138,375 00 
12,740 00 | 
1,500 00 

"200 00 
299 00 

Death 
benefits, 

| ’ 
members 

wives. 

"$150 00 

"95,550 00 | 

11,500 00° 

“200 00 
200 00 

Sick 
benefits. 

$600 00 
3.576 54 

38,726 15 

78,509 55 

405 00 

165.917 x0 

1,150 00 | 

2,315 00 

"17,482 00 

1,848 00° 

"12,105 00 

6,136 76 
500 00 

"5,963 31 
29.475 00 

376 O00 

23,000 00 | 

“13,000 00 

8,118 00 

150 00 

798 00 

80,000 00 | 

| Traveling | 
| surance. beneltits. 

“800 00 
55,293 93 

200 00 

80 00 
300 00 

Tool in- 
Unem- 
ployed 

benefits. 

40.000 

"8,625 20 

$37,900 00 $663,436 61 | $57,340 93 $5," 771 09 $79,582 70 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 

INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

Actors’ National Protective Union.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered,2. Number of strikes, 2: won, 2. 

Number of persons involved, 500. 33% per cent total guin in wages. Offers of reductionsin 

wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $500; sick benefits, $600. Donations to 

other unions, $8.500. Cost of strikes, $200. 

Asbestos Workers.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 264. Number of strikes, 

5: won. 2: compromised, 3. An average gain in wages of 50 centsperday. Two locals secured a 

reduction of one hour per day. No reductionsin wagesin the past year. 

Bakery und Confectionery Workers.—-Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 38. Number of strikes, 28; 

won, 14; compromised, 4; lost, 10.. Number of persons involved, 1,012; benefited, 900; worsted, 

312. Gains: recognition of union shop. Advantages gained without strike: union shops using 

label. Improvements in the conditions of members in the past 10 years: shorter hours and 

better pay and abolishment of night work in a number of cities. Death benefits, $700; death 

benefits, members’ wives, $150; sick benefits, $8,576.54. Donations to other unions, $2,857. Cost 

of strikes, $2¢ 50. 

Barbers. - Charters issued, 24; surrendered, 22. Gain in membership, 416. General gain in wages and 

hours without strike. Death benefits, $14,020; sick benefits, $88,726.15. 

Bill Posters.—Chartersissued, 4; surrendered, 3. Gain inmembership, 10. Numberof strikes]. Number 

of persons involved, 12; worsted, 12. Cost of strike, $1,000. 

Blacksmiths.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered,6. Number of strikes, 16; won, 12; pending,4. Number 

of persons involved, 275; benetited, 260. Gains in wages from 2 to10 per cent. Nine-hour day 

established. Reduction in hours of labor, increased wages, and better conditlons are among 

improvements accomplished in the past 10° years. ; 

Boiler Makers.—Chuarters issued, 71; surrendered, 56. Gain in membership, 109. Number of strikes, 

31; won, 10; compromised, 8; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 1.062; benefited, 1,426; 

worsted. 52. Average of 15 cents per hour gainin wages. Reduction of % hour per day in ten 

cites. Gainsin other respects: Better working conditions, shoprules, ete. Advantages gained 

without strike: Increase in wagesand better conditionson Wabash and Great Northern District 

Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Forty per cent improvement, as 

an average, in the conditiors of the members in the past ten years. Cost of strikes, $28,443.65. 

Bookbinders.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered. 2. Number of strikes, 12, including lockouts; won, 

2; pending, 10. Average wages have been increased 25 per cent and hours of labor reduced 

from 10 to 9in the past ten years. Death benefits, $3,500. Cost of strikes, $8,935. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.—Number of strikes, 11; won, 7; compromised, 1; lost,2; pending, 1. Number 

of persons involved, 696; benefited, 420; worsted, 36. Offers of reductions in wages have been 

successfully resisted. Material improvement in the conditions of the members in the past ten 

years. Death benefits, $13,400; sick benefits, $78,509.55. Donations to other unions, $15,000. Cost 

of strikes, $5,695.14. 
Brewery Workers.—Charters issued, 9 and 22 branches; surrendered, 2, and 3 branches. Gain in 

membership, 2,000, Number of strikes, 6; won, 2; compromised, 2; lost, 2. Number of persons 

involved, 480. *Offers of reductions in wages have beensuccessfully resisted. Material increase 

in wages and hours of labor reduced 3 and 4 per day. Donations to other unions, $5,635. Cost 

of strikes, $75,800.86. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers.—Charters issued, 22; surrendered, 39. Gain in membership. 

1,545. Number of strikes, 6; won, 6. Number of persons involved, 2,398; benefited, 2,398. About 

20 per cent total gain in wages and reduction of one hour per day. Gains in other respects: 

recognition. Noreductionin wagesin the past year. Cost of strikes, $7,844. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1, pend- 

ing. Number of persons involved, 3.000. Advantages gained without strike: increased wages 

in some localities. Hours reduced from 10 and 11 to 8, and 75 per cent increase in wages are 

among improvements accomplished in the past 10 years by the organization. Death benefits, 

$10,800. Cost of strikes, $25,000. 

Brushmakers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership. 56. Number of strikes, 2: 

won, 1; pending 1. Number of persons involved, 123; benefited, 47. One lockout, involving 26 

members. terminated successfully. Total gains in wages, 20 to 65 percent. Reductions in the 

hours of labor,from 10 and over to9. Gainsinother respects: Bettersanitary conditions. Offers 

of reduction in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $300. 

Car Workers.—Charters issued, 33; surrendered, 27, Gain in membership, 1,500. Number of strikes, 

5; won, 3; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Numberof personsinvolved, 2,500; benefited,2, 400; worsted, 

100. Resistance to piece work in B. R. and P. shops at Rochester, N. Y., resulted in compromise 

“that it was notcompulsory.” Death benefits, $200; sick benefits, $405. Costof strikes, $900. 
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Garpenters, Amal.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 1,900. 2 strikes against 

open shop pending. One lockout compromised. Cost of strikes, $2,000. 

Garpenters, Brot.—Charters issued. 213; surrendered, 176. Gain in membership, 22.934. Attempts to 

reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $202.284.57; death benetits, 

members’ wives, $25,550; sick benefits, $80,000. Donatiofs to other unions, $6,000. Cost of strikes, 

$77,795. 
@arriage and Wagon Workers.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered. 8. Number of strikes,5; won, 4, 

Number of persons involved, 1,450; benefited, 1,340. Gainsin wages, 10 per cent in some places. 

Fifty hour week established in Toronto, Ont. ; 9%hourday establishedin Memphis, Tenn.. Louisville. 

Ky., and Watertown,Conn. Saturday half-holiday secured for six monthsin Boston, Mass. San 

Francisco secured 8-hour day and minimum rate of wages, involving an increase of 12 per cent. 

@arvers, Wood.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 4; won, 2 

lost. 2. Number of persons involved, 136; benefited, 68; worsted, 68. Reduction of 2 hours. 

Members in New York City received an increase of 50 cents per day, and in Boston, $2 per 

week. Death benefits, $2,450; tool insurance, $488.72. Cost of strikes, $4,281.83. 

@Gement Workers.—Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 20. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. One iockout, 

compromised. Number of persons involved, 3,000; benefited, 3.000. Advances in wages of 5, 12%. 

and 25 cents per hour. Hours reduce in Granite City, Ill., from 11 to8 Advantages gained 

without strike: advance in wages iu St. Louis. 
@ainmakers.—Charters surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1, pending. Two hundred and twenty- 

five personsinvolved. From 4to5 percent gains in wages. Attempts to reduce wages have 

been successfully resisted. Wages have been increased 30 per cent in the past 10 years. 

Death benefits, $200; traveling benefits, $800. Cost of strike, $9.000. 

@gar Makers.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 10. Number of strikes, 100; won, 8; compromised, 

6; lost, 7; 1 disapproved. Number of persons involved, 10,180—7,835 union, 2,345 non-union; 

benefited, 10,123; worsted, 57. Ofiers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. 

Death benefits, $162,818.82; sick benefits, $165,917.80; traveling benefits. $55,293.93. Strike benefits, 

$9.820.83. 
@erks.—Charters issued, 85; surrendered, 150. Advantages gained without strike: Reduced hours 

and increased wages. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully rejected. Death 

benefits, $5,719. Donations to other unions, $5,003. 

@oth Hat and Cap Makers.—Charters surrendered, 4. Number of strikes. 21; won, 7; compromised. 1; 

lost, 13. Number of persons mvolved, 637; benefited, 323; worsted. 314. Cost of strikes. $11,335 

Gommercial Telegraphers.—Gain in membership, 2,000. Twenty union shop schedules signed in last 

18 months without strike. In little over three years’ existence the union has been successful 

in bettering the conditions of the members very materially without strikes. 

Gompressed Air Workers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Gains in wages, 50 cents per day. 

General improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefite, 

$1,000; sick benefits, $1,150; traveling benefits. 200. Donations to other unions, $350. 

Goopers.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 16. Gain in membership, 229. Number of strikes, 27; won, 

9; compromised, 7; lost, 11. Number of persons involved, 750; benefited, 200% worsted, 500. Tem 

per cent total gains in wages. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. 

An increase in wages of about 30 per cent and hours of labor reduced 1 per day are among 
improvements accomplished in the past 10 years. 

Gurtain Operatives, Lace.—Gain in membership, 6. Number of strikes, 2; won, 1; compromised. 1. 

Number of persons involved, 443; benefited, 338. Reduced working hours to 8 instead of 10 

during June, July and August. No reductionsin wagesin the past year. Death benefits, $1,400; 

death benefits, members’ wives, $300. Cost of strikes, $11,677.90. 

Gutting Die and Cutter Makers.—Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 14. Number of strikes, 1; 

won. Number of persons involved, 100; benéfited, 100. Hours reduced from 60 to 50 per week 

in5 years. Death benefits, $25.00. 

Electrical Workers.—Number of charters issued, 50; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 6,000. 

Number of strikes, 25; won, 18; compromised, 7. Number of persons involved, 10,000; benefited. 

10,000. Reductions in hours of labor, from 10 and 12 to9-hourday and from 9 to 8-hour day. Gains 

in other respects: Conditional agreements. No reductions in wagesin the past year. Death 

benefits, $8,100. Cost of strikes, $120,000. 

Faevator Constructors.—Charters issued, 1. Advantages gained without strikes: gain of 5percentin 

wages for 1,000 members. Decrease of 2 hours per day and 25 per cent increase in daily wages 

are among improvements over conditions 10 years ago. 

Engineers, Steam.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 29. Number of strikes, 8; won, 5; pending, 3. 

Cost of strikes, $980.18. 
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Mugravers, Watch Case.—Charters surrendered, 3. Eight per cent increase in wages. Traveling 

benefits, $80. Donations to other unions, $102. 

Firemen, Stationary.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 11, Number of strikes, 9; won, 8; compre- 

mised, 1. Number of persons involved, 3,520; benefited, 3,520. From 10 to 15 per cent gains ia 

wages. Reduced hours from 12 to 8 for 1,154 men, 800 of whom secured the reduction without 

strike. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Asa result of the past ter 

years’ effort, three-quarters of the trade work 8 hours instead of 12. Cost of strikes, $7,526. 

Fitters, Steam and Hot Water.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 1,200. 

Increase in wages gained without strike. 

Plour and Cereal Mill Employes.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 258. 

Number of strikes, 2; won, 1. Number of persons involved, 35; benefited, 15. Fifteen per cent 

gainin wages. Gainsin other respects: Unionized 20 mills without strike. Attempts toreduce 

wages have been resisted—still pending. Secured 8-hour day in 32 mills and many increases ia 

wages in the past ten years. Traveling benefits, $300; unemployed benefits, $250. Donations te 

other unions, $300. Cost of strikes, $400. 
Peundry Employes.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered,9. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number of 

persons involved, 430; benefited, 382; worsted, 48. A gain of 5 cents per day in wages and a 

reduction of one-half hour per day secured. Improvement in the conditions of the members in 

the past 10 years: wages are almost double and the nine-hour day established for 98 per cent of 

the members. Death benefits, $750; sick benefits, $2,315. Donations to other unions, $185. Cost 

of strikes, $3,750. 
RPreight Handlers and Warehousemen’s.—Advances in wages have been obtained in five cities. 

Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 1,400. One-half hour reduction in daily 

hours of labor for five months for 4,000men. Gainsin other respects: Time and a half for over- 

time. In the past three years wages increased about $20.00 per month per member. Death 

benefits, $10,000; tool insurance, $25; unemployed benefits, $500. Donations to other unions, $400. 

Par Workers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 53. Reductions in wages 

have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $100; traveling benefits, $67; unemployed 

benefits, $27. Donations to other unions, $50. 

@erment Workers, Ladies.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 11. Reduction of 5 hours per week 

secured for 250 members, and 3 hours a week for 1,000 members. 

@arment Workers, United.—Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 24. Gain in membership, 5901. Number 

of strikes, 12; won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 10. Number of persons involved, 10,000; benefited, 

3,000; worsted, 7,000. Reduction in hours of labor for 300 members. Reductions in wages have 

been successfully resisted in two cases. Materialimprovementin the conditionsof the members 

in the past ten years—shorter hours; better wages and shop conditions. Cost of strikes, $30,000. 

@aes Bottle Blowers.—Charters issued, §; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 500. Offers of reduc- 

tions in wages have been successfully resisted. Conditions of members grow better each year. 

Death benefits, $47,885.20. Donations to other unions, $875. 

@ass House Employes.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Traveling benefits, #100. 

@lass Workers, Amalganiated.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 9. Number or strikes, 1, pending. 
Number of persons involved, 486. Twenty per cent increase in wages, and hours reduced from 

10 to 9, and in two cities to 8, are among improvements over conditions ten years ago. Death 

benefits, $845.10. 
@iass Workers, Window.—Gain in membership, 300. Advance of 10 per cent in wages, secured with- 

out strike. Offers of reduction in wages have beensuccessfully resisted. Death benefits, $30,000; 

unemployed benefits, $40,000. Donations to other unions, $2,000. 

@iass Snappers.—Charters surrenderd, 8. All strikes won. Attempts to reduce wages have been 

resisted, resulting in compromise, by which the full reduction did not go into effect. Sick 

benefits, $200; traveling benefits, $500. Cost of strikes, $1.000. 

Glove Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 3. Gains in wages: Five per cent in Wisconsia. 

Donations to other unions, $60. 
Gold Beaters.—Charters issued, 2. Gain in membership, 194. Attempts to reduce wages have been 

successfully resisted. Material improvement in the conditions of the members in the past tem 

years. Donations to other unions, $325. 

Granite Cutters.—Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 3 (owing to completion of jobs.) Gain in member- 

ship, 500. Number of strikes, 14; won, 12. Number of persons involved, 2,100. Attempts te 

reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $23,480.45. Donations to other 

unions, $3,425. Cost of strikes, $3,867.91. 

@rinders and Finishers, Blade.—Charters issued, 3. Gain in membership, 902. Number of strikes, 4; 

won, 2. Number of persons involved, 60; benefited, 40. From5 to 15 per cent gainsin wages. 

Reduction in hours of labor from 10 to 9inseveral factories. Advantages gained without strike: 
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Advance in prices in all factories where members are employed. Donations to other unions, 

$22. Cost of strikes, $1,337.66. 
Grinders, Table Knife.—No reductions in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $200. 

Hatters.—Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons involved, 150; benefited, 150. Offers of re- 

ductions in wages and open shop policy have been successfully resisted. Hours have been 

shortened from 10 to 8 and wages increased by about 75 per cent in the past ten years. Death 

benefits, $26,000. Donations to other unions, $5.000. Cost of strikes. $12.000. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.—Charters issued, 60; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 991. 

Number of strikes, 5; won, 4; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 800: benefitted, 800. 

5 to 7% percent gains in wages. Hours reduced from 10to 9, and9 to8. Advantages gained 

without strike; 5 per cent increase in wages. General improvement in wages and hours 

marks a very successful year. Donations to other unions, $2,000. Cost of strikes, $1,500. 

Horse Shoers.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 6 

won, 6 Number of persons involved, 250; benefitted, 250. From 25 to 50 cents per day 

gain in wages. Reductions ia hours in 38 cities, affecting about 40 men. Cost of strikes, $4,500. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.—Charters issued, 75; surrendered, 32. Gain in membership, 1,694. 

Number of strikes,5; won,4; pending,1. Number of persons involved, 575; benefited, 1,500. 

Five per cent gainin wages. Reduction of 2 hours per day. Gains in other respects: Better 

sanitary conditions. Overs of reduction in wages have been successfully resisted. Death 

benefits, $19,000; sick benetits, $17,432. Donations to other unions, $1,352.24. Cost of strikes, 

$2,600. 
Iron and Steel Workers.—Number of strikes, 17; won. 4; pending, 13. No reductions in wages in the 

past year. Asaresult of the past ten years’ effort, working conditions have been materially 

bettered, while daily earnings have raised on an average. Death benefits, $4,900. Donations to 

other unions, $386.40. Cost of strikes, $25. 

Jewelry Workers.—Charters issued, 2: surrendere . Gain in membership, 75. Death benefits, $900: 

sick benefits, $1,848. Donations to other unions, $640. 

Lathers.—Charters issued, 54; surrendered, 7.. Gain in membership, 800. Number of strikes, 26: won, 

20; compromised, 6. Number of persons involved, 2,500. Death benefits, $3,700. Donations to 

other unions, $165. Cost of strikes, $400. 

Laundry Workers, Shirt, Waist and.—Charters issued, 20; surrendered. 10. Gain in membership, 

1,037. Number of strikes, 10; won, 6; compromised, 1; lost, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons 

involved, 2,481; befetited, 1,649; worsted, 800. Gains in other respects: Union shops, reduction 

of rent for machines and power in factories. Alyvantages gained without strike: Seventeen 

and one-haif per cent increase for 200 members, 12 per cent for 200 members, and 10 per cent 

for 1,500 members. Offersof reductions in wages have been resisted, resulting in compromise. 

Shorter hours, better wages and better sanitary conditions are among improvements accom- 

plished in the past ten years. Cost of strikes, $9,327. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 11. Number of strikes, 15; won, 

5; compromised, 1; lost, 7; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 784; benefitted, 117; 

worsted, 382. About 2 per cent gain in wages. Reduction of one hour per day in 3 cities. 

Gains in other respects: renewed agreements with slight increases, benefitting 1,498 persons. 

Advantages gained without strike: signed agreements in 31 cities. Reduction in wages in one 

instance ; other offers of reductions successfully resisted. Vast improvement in conditions of 

members over ten years ago. Death benefits, $2,030; sick benefits, $12,105. Donations to other 

unions, $845. Cost of strikes, $22,056. 

Lithographers.—Gain in membership, 55. Number of strikes, 2, pending. Number of persons in- 

volved, 2,279. One hundred and eighty-eizht shops conceded 48-hour week. Asa result of the 

past ten years’ effort, hours have been reduced from 60 to 53 per week throughout the United 

States, and wages increased on an average about 20 per cent. Death benefits, $15,832.75. Cost 
of strikes, $127,144.89. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.—The organization has secured an agreement whereby the Satur- 

day half-holiday is granted for four months each year. Donations to other unions, $1,000. 

Machinists.—Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 19. Number of strikes, 30; won, 20; compromised, 3: 

lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 3,000; benefitted, 2,500 directly, indirectly the whole trade. 

Wages increased generally. Gains in other respects: Working agreements with 85 firms. 

“stablishment of nine hour day, increased wages and general improvementin conditions of em- 

ployment are among the benefits realized by the organization in the past ten years. Death 

benefits, $29,375. Cost of strikes, $143,069.58. 

Maintenance of Way Employes.—Charters issued, 40; surrendered, 18. Number of strikes, 1; com- 

promised, 1. Number of persons involved, 2,000; benefited, 2,000. Advances in wages secured 
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without strikes. No reductions in wages in the past year. Death benefits. $10,000. Cost of 

strikes, $10,000 

Marble Workers.—Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 16. Number of strikes, 1, compromised. 

Number of persons involved, 100; benefited, 100. No reduction in wages in the past year. 

Donations to other unions, $1,500. Cost of strikes, $200. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.—Charters issued, 17; revoked, 19. Number of strikes, 3: won, 

2. Number of persons involved, 800; benefited, 400; worsted, 400. Strikes against reductions in 

wages were successful. Death benefits, #2,950. Cost of strikes, $1,120. 

Metal Workers, Sheet.—Charters issued, 49; surrendered, 15. Gain in membership, 500. Number of 

strikes, 14; won, 6; pending, 8. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 700: worsted, 300. 

About 10 per cent increase in wages. Outside of the disturbances mentioned. the year has 

been a prosperous one for the members. Gains in other respects: Better working rules. In 

the past ten years, wages have been increased from 10 to 40 per cent and the &-hour day 

established for 90 per cent of the membership. Death Benefits, $10,500. Cost of strikes. 

$16,450. 
Metal Polishers.—Charters issued, 23; surrendered, 12. Gain in membership, 8389. Number of strikes. 

23; won, 9; compromised, 5; lost, 9. Number of persons involved, 600; benefited, 400; worsted, 

100. One hour average reduction. Gainsin other respects: Better sanitary conditions. Most 

of the improvements in the conditions of the members gained without strike. Offers of reduc- 

tions in wages successfully resisted. Death benefits, $5,389.75. Donations to other unions, $1,000. 

Cost of strikes, $6,205. 

Mine Managers and Assistants.—Advances in wages secured by agreements. Gainsin other respects 

shorter hours generally. No reductions in wages in the past year. 

Mine Workers, United.—Charters issued, 187; surrendered, 164. Cost 6f strikes, $920,895.15. 

Molders, Iron.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 69; won, 13; lost, 3: pending, 

53. Number of persons involved, 4,000; benefited, 2,500. Advantages gained without strike. 

advance in wages and shorter hours. Death benefits, $62,748.65; sick benefits, $173,134.50; unem- 

ployed benefits, $3,625.20. Cost of strikes, $452,031.59. 

Musicians.—Charters issued, 36; surrendered, 34. Gain in membership, 2,500. 

Painters.—Charters issued, 179; surrendered, 106. Gain in membership, 5,416. Number of strikes, 100; 

won, 90; compromised. 5: lost,5. Advantages gained without strike: increased wages and 

shorter hours in 100 localities. No reduction in wagesin the past year. Wages advanced one- 

third, and hours reduced 15 per cent are among improvements accomplished in the past ten 

years. Death benefits, $54,447.50; death benefits, members’ wives, $11,500. Donations to other 
unions, $57,000. 

Paper Box Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 450. Number of 

strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 900; benefited, 400. 

Gain of 25 cents a day as a result of one strike. Hours reduced,! per day. Cost of strikes, $450: 

Paper Makers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 22. Have 8-hour day in several mills and 9-hour day 

in 42 mills. No reductions in wages in the past year. Donations to other unions, $500. 

Pattern Makers.—Charters issued, 3. Gain in membership, 400. In the past ten years advances in 

wages have been sécured of from 10 to 50 per cent, hours reduced from 10 to 9, and other con- 

ditions improved. Sick benefits, $6,136.76; tool insurance, $5,257.37. Donations to other unions, 

$8,353.15. Cost of strikes, $3,483.74. 

Pavers and Rammermen.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 700. Number of 

strikes, 1; compromised. Number of persons involved, 20; benefited, 60. Advantages gained 

without strike: agreement with one firm. 

Paving Cutters.—Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 570. Number of strikes, 

7; won, 6. Number of persons involved, 470; benefited, the whole membership. Death benefits, 

#900; sick benefits, $500. Cost of strikes, $1,929.98. 

Photo-Engravers.—Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 68. Number of strikes, 12; won, 2; pend- 

ing, 10... Number or persons involved, 142. Conditions improved in 11 cities without strike. 

Offers of reduction in wages have been successfully resisted. Satisfactory improvement in the 

conditions of the members in the past ten years. Death benefits, $1,050. Donations to other 

unions, $84. Cost of strikes, $6,217.75. ‘ 

Piano and Organ Workers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes, 1; number of 

persons involved, 50. Advantages gained without strike: wages increased generally. Death 

benefits, $3,400; sick benefits, $5,963.31. Donations to other unions, $4,000. Cost of strikes, $7,000. 

Plate Printers, Steel and Copper.—Charters issued, 1.. Gain in membership, 25. 

Plumbers.—Charters issued, 59; surrendered, 36. Gain in membership, 1,135. Number of strikes, 44: 

won, 39; compromised, 3; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 1,524. Death benefits, $6,500; 

sick benefits, $29,475. Cost of strikes, $56,979. 
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Potters, Operative.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 3. Gain inmembership. 206. Number of strikes, 

2; pending. Advantages gained without strike: 10 per cent increase in wages, for sanitary 

mould-makers. Increased wages, shorter hours, improved working conditions and limitation of 

apprentices are among the improvements secured in ten years. Donations to other unions, 

Cost of strikes, $3,872.05. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 92. 

Number of strikes, 1; pending. Number of persons involved, 68. Alvantages gained without 

strike: 10 per cent advance in wages and shorter hours. No reductions in wagesin the past 

year. Improvement in the conditions of the members in the past ten years: very good— 

signed contracts with nearly all employers and using union label. Cost of strike, $200. 

Print Cutters.—Charters issued, 1. Members enjoyed steadier employment duting the past year. 

In the past ten years wages have beenraised from $12 and $16, to $20 per week and hours lowered 

from 10 to 12 a day to 55 pe week. Death benefits, $599; sick benelits, $376; unemployed 

benefits, $12. Donations to ctaer unions, $124.50 

Printers, Machine Textile.—No reductions in wagesin the past year. Death benefits, $450. 

Printing Pressmen.—Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 9. Gain in membership, 2.2. Number of 

strikes, 3; won,1; compromised, 1: lost,!. Number of persons involved, 770: benefited, 640; 

worsted, 130. Fifteen per cent gainin wages. Secured eight-hour day for 800. Death benetits, 

$11,000. Cost of strikes, $10,128. 

Quarry Workers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of strikes, 

14; won, 14. Number of personss involved, 1,200; benefited, 1,200. Ten to twenty-livé per cent 

gains in wages. Hours reduced from 9 to 8 Gains in other respects: Straight union jobs, 

Death benefits, $850. Donations to other unions, . Cost of strikes, $3,500. 

Saw Smiths.—Increases in wages secured without strike. Death beneiits, $300, 

Seamen.—Charters issued, 2. Number of strikes, 1. Number of persons involved, 3,000. Advantages 

gained without strike: better conditions on Lakes. Attempts to reduce wages have been suc- 

cessfully resisted. Increase in wages averaging 20 per cent, te. rovement by legislation, better 

food and quarters are among advantages secured in the past 1years. 

Shipwrights.—Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 13. Number of ste.:cs, 9; won, 4; compromised, 1: 

lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 578; benefited. 361: worsted, 122. Average of 30 cents per 

day vvinin wages. Strike in San Francisco declared off, employers promising to grant increase 

of $1.00 per day on January 1, 1907; Memphis, Tenn., obtained an advance of 5 cents per hour: 

Tampa, Fla., secured eight-hour day with same pay without strike. Gains in other respects: 

recognition of unions. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisisted. Dona- 

tions to other unions, #440, 

Slate and Tile Roofers.—Number of charters issued, 3; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 7. 

Number of strikes, 6; won, 5; lost, 1, Death benetits, $1,900. 

Slate Workers.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 2,100. Number of strikes, 1; 

won, Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 6.000. Hours reduced from 10 to 9in the 

Bangor (Pa.) district. Death benefits. $800. Death benefits, members’ wives, $200. Donations 

to other unions, $200. Cost of strikes, $12,000. 

Spinners, Mule.—Number of strikes, 4; won, 3; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 150; 

benefite], 150. Five per cent increase in wages gained for 2,150 members without strike. Death 

benefits, $600; death benetits, members’ wives, $200. Donations to other unions, $5,000. Cost of 

strikes, $300. 

Stare Employes.—Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 12; won, 8: pend- 

ir 4. Number of persons involved, $60; benefited, 500. Advantages gained without strike: 

V es increased in 20'cities. Offers of reduction in wages have been successfully resisted. 

Death benefits, $17,500; sick benefits, $13,000. Donations to other unions, $15,000. Cost of strikes, 

$45,678.95. 

Steel Plate Transferrers.—Charters issued, 2. Gain in membership, 3. All demands have been 

acceded. Donations to other unions, $25.00. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.—Charters issued, 11. Gain in membership, 118. Material improve- 

ment in the condition of the members in the past ten years. Death benefits, $1,920. 

Stove Moun‘ers.—Charters issued, 5: surrendered, 4. Gainin membership, 45. Number of strikes, 2. 

Number of persons involved . Advantages gained without strike: better prices at several 

places. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Better wazes and 

abolishment of helper system are among improvements accomplished in the past ten years, 

Death benefits, $2,000. Cost of strikes, $670. 

Street Railway Employes.—Charters issued, 24; renewed, 6; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 5; 

won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 522. Death benefits, $13,100; sick 

benefits, $23,000. Cost of strikes, $2,908. 
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-Charters issued, 12: surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 866. Number of strikes, 3; 

Number of persons involved, 200: worsted, 200. Vast improvement in the conditions of 

“mbersin the past 10 years. Death benefits, $138.375. 

Charters issued, 23: surrendered, 12. Gainin membership, 800. Number of strikes, 16; won, 

; compromise, 1; lost, 2. umber of persons involved, 800; benefited, 735; worsted, 65. Six 

‘nt gain in wages for Five thousand members secured 5 per cent increase in wages 

hout strike. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, 

$12,740. Cost of strikes. $9.676.50. 

Textile Workers.—Charters issued, 49; surrendered, 18. Gain in membership, 1,000. Ten per cent 

advancein wares guine 1 without strike. 

Tile Layers an? Helpers.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 247. Number of strikes, 3: 

1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 100; benefited, 50; worsted, 50. Many 
locals received advances in wages without strike. 

Tin Plate Workers.—Reecovered 10 per cent in wages lost 2 years ago. Increased wages, hours 

reluced from 12 to &, and better working conditions are among improvements accomplished in 

the past 10 years. 

Tip Printers.—Gain in membership, 10. Results achieved in the past 10 years are very encouraging. 

Donations to other unions, $75. 

Tobacco Workers.—Gain in membership, 120. Chief gain this yearis the more extended use of the 

label. As a result of organized effort in the past ten years. hours of labor have in some 

instances beer reduced from 10 to 8 and wages increased from 7% to 10 per cent. Death 

benefits, $1.500; sick benefits, $8,118. Donations to other unions, $500. 

Typographical Union.—(Report from June 1, 1905, to May 31, 1906.) Charters issued, 43; surrendered, 

91; gain in membership, 2.119. In August, 1905, the general strike for the inauguration of the 

eight-hour day throughout the trade was declared, affecting at least 200 local unions, of which 

100 unions were completely successful, in some instances the men being out only one or two 

days. 39,000 members are now enjoying the eight-hour day. There are about 100 unions still 

involved, aggregating about 5.000 men. 2,000 of whom are working under unexpired contracts. 

Partial success has been achieved by the unions that are still fighting, and the outlook for their 

ultimate victory is excellent. Inaddition to this there were 19 strikes on other issues, involving 

16 local unions, with results as follows: Won, 7; lost, 6: compromised, 1; pending, 4; results not 

reported on, 1. Number of persons involved, 256; 111 returned to work when settlement was 

made; .72 displaced: 73 involved in the pending disputes. Cost of strikes to May 31, 1906, 

$1,563,729.10. Since that date expenses from the defense fund have averaged about $150.000 a 

month. In addition to this the local unions that retained the 10 per cent assessment for the 

support of the eight-hour strike have collected and expended for strike purposes in the 

neighborhood of $150,000 per month. Death benefits, $35,840.00. 

Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 4. Number of 

strikes, 5: won, 1: pending, 3; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 600; benefited, 120; worsted, 

135. Sick benefits, $150. Donations to other unions, $55. Cost of strikes, $1,880. 

Upholsterers.—Charters issued, 7; Number of strikes.9: won, 6. Number of persons involved, 600: 

benefited, 500. 10.to 20 per cent guin in wages, and hours reduced 1 and ®perday. Among 

advantages accruing to members in the past ten years, 30 out of 41 locals have reduced the 

hours of labor from 10 to 9 and 8 per day, and abolishment of piece and contract work in many 

cities. Cost of strikes, $5.2 
Weavers, Goring.--Number of strikes, 1. Death benefits, $200. Donations to other unions, $52. Cost 

of strikes, $1,982.67. 
Weavers, Wire.—Gain‘in membership, 16. Material improvement in the conditions of the members 

in the past ten years. No reduction in_wages in the past year. Death benefits, $299; sick 

benefits, $798. Donations to other unions, $97.14. 

W oodsmen and Saw Mill Workers.—Charters issued, 9. Gain in membership, 415 
° 
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ORGANIZERS. 

The following list of organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from the 

American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work during the 

Of this amount $3,040.81 was paid to district or volunteer organizers in 

sums ranging from $5 to $50 for organizing local trade or federal labor unions, and adjusting strikes 

and grievances of local unions affiliated directly or indirectly with the American Federation of Labor. 
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SRRRWHSOMAR mw 

NAME OF ORGANIZER. 

M. G. Hamilton 
James Leonard... 
T. H. Flynn. 
H. Robinson... 
J.D. Pierce... 

. Stuart Reid... 
R. Braunschweig........ 
ey ie I reensevcrevetvoseee 
Jacob Tazelaar 
Cal Wyatt 
Cc. O. Young.... 
Jno. A. Flett. 
Hugh Frayne.... 
H. M. Walker... 
S. Iglesias...... 
W. E. Terry 

Cc. W. Woodman 
P. H. Strawhun 

. H. L. Eichelberger.. oe 

. dno. Golden................. . 

. C.F. Davis....... 

. J. J. Fitzpatrick.. 
3. C. H. Gram 

. W. C. Hahn. 
. F. Tracy.. 

. Jas. Sexton 

bs CTE ons ccs 0 .cescsseses 
. F. MeCarthy.. 
. J. J. Towey. 
. E. E. Smith.. 
. E. J. MeTighe 
. Jas. Brown 
. W.H. Roberts. 
. J. Durrah..... 
. T. M. Hyder.... 
. BE. A. Perkins 
. S.G. Cunningham 
b oO» G. GHOME........0:5:.. 
. James Stoughton. : 
. T. I. Kidd su 
. J.B. Lennon 
. Cornelius Ford 

3. F. C. Roberts. 
. M. Goldsmith 
. W. D. Mahon 
Nellie Mahoney........... 

. H. M. Randaill........... 

. Julius Aybar.... 

. Jerome Jones... 
4 
. W. Cullen....... 
. J. F. Morris....... 
. Thomas Sheehan... 
. C. M. Randall 

|} Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana. 

STATE WHEREIN WORK WAS DONE. 

IE sscassiiebeci sees Minnesota, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Ohio 
Pennsylvania, Ohio....... 
New York, Connecticut, New Jersey. 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois.... senldie 

. Massachusetts, Maine... New York, Washington, D. C. 

Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois. Maine 
Connecticut, New York. es Maine.. ma : : = es 

| Pennsylvania, New York. Ohio. slehiehes 
Washington, Oregon, British Columbia 
Canada, British Columbia, Northwest Territory 
Pennsylvania 
Oklahoma, Florida, Arkansas, Tennessee, Alabama, Kansas 
Puerto Rico 
Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island .. ‘ 

Massachusetts, 

concider tinnngdxesns 
Illinois, Missouri 

| Maryland. 
Massachusetts, | Rhode Island, “Connecticut, “Maine, Penn- 

sylvania, New York ; 
Ohio, Pennsylvania 

Orego sedecuenaes 
Pennsylvania = : ut iibehiet 
Ohio, New York, Massachusetts... 
New York, New Jersey. Connecticut, 

Pennsylvania.................. 
Illinois, Ohio 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania... 
Pennsylvania... 

“Me achusetts, 

Virginia.. 
Maine......... : 
New York... 
Colorado... 
Indiana...... 
Illinois. 
Minnesota. 
BOOT, COTES. osiccssisevens 

Rr vnsarcederssesss 
Tllinois........... 
New Jersey . 
North Carolina 

Illinois.......... 
Alabama. 
Puerto Rico. 

Arkansas............ eee ett, wnebeces pera RS 
Paid to District Organizers in amounts less than $50 

Amount 
| Received. 

$2,900 00 
2,666 55 
2,600 00 
2,600 00 
2,560 00 
2,550 36 
2,450 00 
2,400 00 
2,400 00 
2,400 00 
2,350 00 
2,200 00 
2,200 00 
2,150 00 
2,132 40 

2,050 00 
1,844 07 
1,750 00 
1,462 87 

1,244 00 
1,152 95 
993 50 
960 55 
943 26 
900 00 

833 
606 55 
573 2 
553 
432 
307 
213 7 
202 
200 
200 
192 
190 
178 § 
150 
140 £ 
139 9§ 
133 
123 3: 
121 
109 82 
100 00 
100 00 
96 
92 5 
84 6 
60 
54 7 
50 § 
50 00 

3,040 21 
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UNION LABELS. 

There are now 54 labels and 10 cards issued by the following organizations, which have been 

indorsed by the American Federation of Labor: . 

ORGANIZATIONS USING LABELS. 

American Federation of Labor. Glove Workers. Plate Printers 

Bakers and Confectioners. Gold Beaters. Powder Workers. 

Boilermakers. Hatters. Pressmen, Printing. 

Blacksmiths. Horseshoers. Print Cutters. 

Boot and Shoe Workers. Jewelry Workers. Sawsmiths. 

Brewery Workers. Lathers. Shingle Weavers. 

Brickmakers. Leather Workers. Shirt, Waist and Laundry 

Broommakers. Leather Workers on Horse Workers. 

Brushmakers. Goods. Stove Mounters. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. Machine Printers and Color Tailors. 

Carvers, Wood. Mixers. Textile Workers, 

Cigarmakers. Machinists. Tip Printers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. Marble Workers. Tobacco Workers. 

Coopers. Metal Polishers. Travelers’ Goods and Leather 

Engravers, Watch Case. Metal Workers, Sheet. Novelty Workers. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. Moulders. Typographical. 

Fur Workers. : Painters. Upholsterers. 

Garment Workers, United. Paper Box Makers. Weavers, Wire. 

Garment Workers, Ladies. Papermakers. Wood Workers, 

Glass Workers. Piano and Organ Workers. 

ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 

Actors. Firemen, Stationary. Musicians. 

Barbers. Hotel & Restaurant Employes. Stage Employes, Theatrical 

Clerks. Meat Cutters and Butcher Teamsters. 

Engineers, Steam. Workmen. 

The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: Artificial 

Limb Makers, Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Bottlers (Soda, Mineral Water and Liquor) 

Coffee, Spice and Baking Powder Workers, Cloth Spongers and Refinishers, Carbonic Gas Workers. 

Cigarmakers’ Tools, Nail (Horseshoe) Workers, Neckwear Cutters and Makers, Oyster Workers, 

Paint Workers, Photographic Supply Workers, Poultry and Stock Foods, Soap Workers, Starch 

Workers, Suspender Makers, Steel Case Makers. 

SAN FRANCISCO FUND. * 

When the report of the earthquake and fire in San Francisco was received at headquarters, 

President Gompers issued an appeal to all local unions to appropriate funds to assist the sufferers. 

He requested that money donated be forwarded through International officers of their particular 

craft. There was received at headquarters of the American Federation of Labor, from unions 

directly affiliated, $1,464.60. Of this amount, $1,200 was forwarded to the secretaries of local trade 

and federal labor unions of that city.as soon as they were located. A number of local unions have 

not, as yet, been heard from. There remains a balance of $164 in this fund. which will be distributed 

pro rata among the local whions, as soon as they are freorganized. The Executive Council ordered 

the issuance of new charters and outfits, free of cost, to all unions whose charters and books were 

destroyed by fire. The following is an itemized statement of the moneys received and forwarded: 

RECEIPTS. 

Trades and Labor Assembly, Sandusky, Ohio : $10 00 

SE ee TER, BO Fics cccicistsesncitcnisecesarcsceriassnstinididsdbensiesiteimnstinsiiidinidaianaddaaaiibalnals , 10 00 

C. F. Davis, York, Pa 5 00 

Steel and Copper Plate Cleaners, No. 8,810. ‘ jRcsconsed 15 00 

Stenographers, Typewriters, Bookkeepers and Assistants, No. 11,773......... ecu 10 00 

Oil and Gas Well Workers, No. 12,004 hasan ; 50 00 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8,620. eles 2 00 

Federation of Trades, York, Pa 25 00 

Federal Labor, No. 7,481.... sia 10 00 

Federal Labor, No. 9,436.. ae 6 00 

Last Makers, No. 9,771........:....ssses00 dhdnidpteawntacsccateieiabinamaiaeadsleiibiniiviidialubamaananinmiaeitiaaatetaaiael ines 10 00 
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Horse Nail Makers, No. 9,656. 10 
Federal Labor, No. 8,060 5 

Lamp Lighters, No. 11,943 . 25 

ve ane. No. 8,206 25 

50 

Moree Nail Mz shore, No. 7 25 

Federal Labor, No. 11,781. 1 

‘Trades and Labor Council, Lowell, Mass 25 

Suspender Makers, No. 9.560. 25 

Central Labor, Manchester, N. H 10 

Printers’ Roller Makers, No. 10,638 idan dia sebaceveaueicboaias 10 

Trades and Labor Council, Kokomo, Ind ; 10 

Federation of Labor, Geneva, N. Y fe. . 
Trades and Labor Council, Leavenworth, Kans 10 

Federal Labor, No. 7,187 20 

aa a tial an oa ininls nica uildiubdainosnausbessasanndansdsnesupiesecancenkssaieigiiesasillbn ie 5 

Central Labor, Concord, N. H 10 
Federal Labor. No. 8,564 5 

A NS, WE NN ig PPL MII ec csescsceescanscsocsenassavdesssessoscnesveesnecesessacsenssoosabenssce 10 

Trades and Labor Assembly, New Athens, II. 5 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11,045..................... 10 

Federal Labor Union, No. 6,925......2.......... ‘ 10 

Indurated Fibre Workers, No. 7.185.... 5 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

20 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

Federal Labor, No. 11,449. 5 00 

Local No. 25, United Textile Workers of America. Giehtacinds es 124 

Amalgamated Lace Curtsin Operatives of America <i 200 

Central Labor Union, Lebanon, Pa = 5 

Suspender Workers, No. 8,144........... i Bis = 

Suspender Workers, No. 11,294. tek a 

Central Labor Union, Cairo, Il... “ae x 5 

Federal Labor, No. 8,769 rer 5 

Cotton Mule Spinners Association, New Bedford, MasS..............::cccccccssseeeeeesseereeeeeees eae 100 

Trades and Labor Assembly, Chicago Heights, Ml.......... ; i 10 

Waste Handlers, No. 8,964 

Central Labor, Fremont, Neb densivtiaaaavcbalianiiikbeiasiits tebe de caccaus 3 

National Association of Machine Printers and Color Mixers. 100 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11,953. aveees 318 

Hospital Employes, No. 10,768 ; 40 

H. R. Bulluck, secretary-treasurer, Rocky Mount, N. C............ 5 

Tin, Iron, Steel and Granite Ware Workers, No. 10,943 ‘ 5 

EE Ee iiebtaliib engl adalat Rceasi is 9 

Trades and Labor Council, Peekskill, N. Y ; 5 
Federal Labor Union, No. 9,770 

Local No. 48, International Association Car Workers 

Local No. 322, Bro. Boiler Makers and Irion Ship Builders of America 

EXPENSES. 

Wm. McCabe, Secretary San Francisco Labor Council #250 

J. A. Byers, et Rosa Central Labor Council. : 100 

25 

100 

H. A. Harby, Secretary Barber Shop and Bath House Employes’ Union, No. 11,963.......... ’ 25. 

J. H. Bowling, Secretary California State Federation of Labor 100 

J. A. Alphonso, President Salmon Packers, No. 12,000. 25 

C. A. Shuttleworth, Secretary Janitors, No. 10,367 25 

David Barry, Secretary Soap, Soda, and Candle Workers, No. 10,385 50 

John Driscoll, Secretary Undertakers, No. 9,049. 50 

C. H. Hatch, Secretary Sail Makers, No. 11,775 50 

H. S. Cleveland, President Gas Workers, No. 9,840 100 

Henry Woodville, Ship Scalers, No. 11,950. 50 

00 

00 

00 

5 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

5 00 

00 

00 

65 

00 

00 

00 

25 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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J. Karn, Secretary Soda and Mineral Water Bottlers, NO. 10,838.............cccccseccsssecsceeceeeceeeeceeee 50 00 

C. M. Moffit, President Baggage Messengers, No. 10,167..............ccccsscsssesesssessnseesessccccessessesecesees 25 00 

i ire tile MING SERIES PUG BIN psec ict nc nce ceeensasonsontnscsnsessvecuiusvedendatdnencsévessnenstenl 50 00 

Ethel Humphrey, Secretary Bottle Cainers, No. 10,535...................:ccccsceccesesecssccsssccerccsseceececcsces 25 00 

CO. W. Peek, Seeretary Sumer Workers, WO. 1OBI0.......1...cccccecccsccscsscesconssssescsccsccccecsesensesscccccsceses 100 00 

L. N. Devincenzi, Secretary Paste Makers, No. 10,567...............ccccssscessee sccesscssecesescecsecsssseceeeseees 25 00 

John Murphy, President Laborers’ Protective, No. 8,944......... aidadiuibie cles totdestibedea 25 00 

M. Sebatino, Secretary Bootblacks’ Protective, No. 10,175..............:ccccccccsssessecsesceescecesseessecesees 50 00 

I iss 8 scrcceiclici cas Coadsteton Uocatunn do mtacadoncoteee lico aaa een debi cn ted cuai Dhaene sccseeeseceee 91,900 00 

RECAPITULATION 

IRM iaictsiia vcchdossca vcueonwidaters ad davosen asap ehek doaseaiws stadt ie bona netbaapgusacteddnetgnata planets ' $1,464 60 

PIN os ncticskvcisncaets sis eancheceh tatu takin cea vote eaigdansind dove castentsdclihadataioanendabarkdsmadeedanduaaebiaton 1,300 00 

Balance in fund, October 1, 1906... 

AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. . 

While the expenses for publishing the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST exceeds the receipts $955.25 

auring the fiscal year, the receipts for the past three years give a vaeaeia of $1,741.43 over and above 

expenses charged to that account. 

The following is a statement for the fiscal year, followed by a comparative statement for three 

years: 
RECEIPTS, 

eas Oi I, ii oscccinl sven seniessiscsnstincintnniiaeainiaeainninlnstdi tena caaispciiiipit nsdilandniiiaaiilal $25,912 87 

EXPENSES. 

AGCOTNSY'S FOOD... .crcccsrerccccccsccccscccrescvccsescescccsascerrseccccscoscccocsscscsoseesnssesecnssoesenseoscesecesentoosacseosescosseceess $175 94 
Cartoons......... 25 00 
Clippings.. 55 00 
Commissions... 14, 303 45 

i ecarreancas 72 30 
Hauling... 43 20 
Printing FEDERATIONIST.. 8,728 82 
Printing Bulletins.......... 61 10 
Postage stamps..... 747 95 
Postage pound rate....... 326 53 
Refunds acct. paid twice. 75 00 
I hisniints atsipesdesees 2,025 2% 
Contributions.............. 108 00 
Printing for FEDERATI 120 60 

$26,868 12 
-RECAPITULATION. 

NN 5:5 aii Séauzesscusoessscameh ajiedtnuekieilaisnneiindalaadbvanncthigetastngiveades davbaniobsitaiaemsddeciaieentaenaattbdaaitiaas $26,868 12 

MD seixiaseescicciviesccwtatessvatéccveuaciadvovssars ishaétiaiakesvenathatutenenbuaetts astaebitackd guédustedcedanenel danatomtaniguaraaaeds 25,912 87 

SE IR isvcidcdicisisieicecdi ccd bccccmnaneientndnited andi ss $955 25 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT FOR THREE YEARS. 

| Receipts, | Expenses. 

$32,639.89 | $30,699 92 
25,726 57 24,929 86 
25,912 87 26,868 12 

$84,279 33 | $82,497 90 

I wcgiis cx cck ets cies cxdensicbcicptnsatnacenocaccsubpcansuctadboxeuuimendinkeuauagedsasdctseniuieabadets $84,279 33 
Expenses. 82,497 90 

Surplus.............. sinnbbtintnbedbaanincedinueemuaipquesnabamennenapeenbeneesbenuccsenasinbedeaienh $1,781 43 
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LOCAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 

We have 759 local trade and federal labor unions in good standing, and a defense fund of 

$96,829.02 to take care of the membersin case of strike or lockout. Many strikes that would have 

cost the American Federation of Labor many thousands of dollars were averted through the organ- 

izers of the American Federation or Labor, adjusting the differences and securing conditions desired 

by the unions. A great number of strikes and lockouts were adjusted prior to the time that members 

became eligible to receive strike beneits. Tae most costly strike was that of the Agricultural 

Workers of Areci.o, P.R. A number of the unions there whose members were on strike were not 

eligible to benefits, but seven unions, witha membership of 182, were entitled to strike benefits. They 

were paid seven weeks’ benefits amounting to $5,096. Of this amount $1,052 was returned (the strike 

having been declared off prior to the last check reaching Porto Rico), thus reducing the cost of the 

strike of Agricultural Workers to $4,044. Aside from the strike in Porto Rico, eight unions received 

strike benefits. The following is a list of amounts received into and paid out of the defense fund dur- 

ing the fiscal year: 

RECEIPTS. 

Receipts for Defense Fund $15,556 02 

Less amount paid to Agricultural Workers of Arecibo, ‘Porte Rico, and returned .. 1,052 00 

$14, 504 02 

EXPENSES. 

Average 
membership. 

Numbers 11693, 11687, 11696, 11708, 11689, 11694, and 11688, Agricultural 

Workers, Arecibo district, Porto Rico ........ sndees me 182 $5,096 00 

No. 11667, Pipe Cutters, New York, N. Y ....... a : eis 83 5 2,004 00 

No. 8156, Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers, Boston, Mass <eiatonsay 153 i 1,840 00 

No. 11594, Hat Trimmers, Wabash, Ind............. wenbesea ie ‘ 34 1,372 

No. 10604, Stone Planermen, Bedford, Ind velwahicis 64 1,296 00 

No. 7516, Vegetable Ivory Button Makers, Springfield, M: 1SS ; 28 680 00 

No. 9560, Suspender Makers, New York, N. Y.. ise eakabies * se 17 408 00 

No. 11761, Federal Labor Union, Cement City, Mich........... ead a 8 336 00 

No. 9022, Coal Handlers, Lawrence, Mass ......... salisindeinabie 180 00 

Appropriations: 

Chain Makers National .. bab hea ; seerenaen 250 00 

International Fur were of United States and C anada.. ' pheiacionst ‘ ; 100 00 

Federal Labor Union No. 7241, Carpentersville, Dl. ; aie . 1210 

Servants Protective Union, No. 11733, Mayaguez, Porto Rico.. ciuas 6 30 

Womens Protective Union, No. 11956, Maricao, Porto Rico.. 6 00 

Refunds: 

Federal Labor Union No. 9644, Albion, Mich can 50 00 

Pavers No. 5611, New York, N. Y... i 450 

Pavers No. 7602, St. Louis, Mo 250 

Amount. 

$1 3,643 40 
Returned by Agricultural Workers of Arecibo, Porto Rico, and re- 

deposited in Defense Fund................00..00c09++ 1,052 00 

$12,591.40 

Balance on hand October 1, 1905 $94,916 40 

Receipts for Defense Fund for 12 months 

Expenses from Defense Fund for 12 months 

$1,912 62 

Total in Defense Fund October 1, 1906................ccsccereesseeeeee wheats 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 

The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending September 30, 1906, there 

has been issued from headquarters an average of 1,248 letters, circular letters, and packages per day, 

as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by express and post 

Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers and others............ 69,567 

Official and circular letters in tpwo-cent ENVelOPeES..................ccccceeeecceceececceecteceucceceecees 80,714 

Circulars and circular letters in one-cent ENVElOPeS............0..ccccccccccececeecceuseececeeeseccenee 226,815 

BOCEL. 200015. 

LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE. 

Two appeals were issued to the local unions for funds to assist the Labor Representation Com- 

mittee to carry out the A. F. of L. political program. The ofticers of the local unions were directed 

to forward the appropriations tothe Secretary of the American Federation of Labor. Full and 

complete report of the amounts received and disposition of same will be made to the Executive 

Council. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I desire to express through the delegates present my appreciation for assistance 

and expressions of good will I have received from the organizers, the officers of the unions, and my 

colleagues of the Executive Council during the time I have been Secretary of the American Feder- 

ation of Labor. Respectfully submitted, ; 

FRANK MORRISON, 

Secretary, American Federation of Labor. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

With the close of this year I will have served the Federation as Treasurer for sixteen years. 

The experience has been of great value to me, and I sincerely trust that my services have in some 

measure at least been of real worth to the trade unions of our continent. 

During the sixteen years marked changes have taken place in our organization. Then we were 

struggling to maintain our existence. Now the Federationis as strong as the everlasting hills. Then 

the advice ard help of the Federation was sought for by but few of our unions. Now none of our 

International Unions make any great trade movement without the approval ana co-operation of the 

American Federation of Labor. At that time the decisions of our Conventions were lightly consid- 

ered by many labor men and many unions, and while the time has not yet arrived where all unions 

acquiesce in decisions rendered, yet during the sixteen years marked progress has been made in this 

direction, and the findings and policies as now declared by the Federation have a weight and influence 

in the affairs of America that hardly the most sanguine could have anticipated sixteen years ago. 

Sixteen years ago our income was twenty-four thousand for the year; now it is‘about three hundred 

thousand, with a corresponding increase in membership. In my own trade we have secured for our 

members an average advance in wagesof at least twenty percent. If all our unions have done as 

well, who can estimate or even dream of the benefits that have accrued to the working people 

through the efforts of the trade union movement as embodied in the American Federation of Labor. 

What has it brought in the way of better homes, better food, a less number of children of our 

members in thre factory, mill, or shop? A wider, better, more enjoyable and comfortable life. Who 

will or can measure the work of the trade union, either in the world of industry,in our social sur- 

roundings, orin moral growth? To have seen a part of this work and accomplishments should nerve 

us to still greater efforts in the future. 

To the officers and to the members, one and all, 1 bid you be of good cheer. Do not take to 

heart the lamentations of the pessimists. “‘The world of labor do move,” and the movement is 

forward, not backward. We have accomplished much that is good and that will last, and the sub- 

stantial old trade union ship still sails on the industrial seas, with all her machinery intact, and still 

earries her passengers to ports of safety; and the prophets of sixteen years ago, who prophesied 
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our early destruction and demise, have long since been forgotten. 
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The American Federation of 

Labor still lives and works, serves the interests of the working classes, and will continue to do se 

in the y®ars to come. 

Your confidence as expressed by my repeated re-election is appreciated by me more thanI can 

express in words. I wish you one and all God-speed in all your efforts for a life that shall from year 

to year add to those real benefits to you and yours that make life happier and more useful. 

INCOME, 

1905. 
October 1 Balance in hand 

Received of Secretary Morrison: 
October 31 
November 30.. 
December 31 

1906, 
January 31 
February 28. 
March 31. 
April 30 
May 31.. 
June 30. 
July 31 
August 31.... 
September 30. 

PG ys vcciisicsinviansincecieciiiaresianiien $330,080 

RIO 55 sin cscs suds snichcacin'encdcgpasaie ein eaisnshavd wodponstseutbn seaonascbavncanubsustiensoes spiieiianaseegauacvausabuevsbdonennne $330,080 

LL onde cb aciegminnrsiib sohesbemnanne docs caciibnadéatnmpesedas tb bacdtiieieaseinideeniaiianh 

Leaves in hands of treasurer. 

| July 31...... 
| August 81... 

EXPENSES. 
Paid Warrants: 

1905. 
October 31 
November 30. 
December 31 

1906, 
January 81...... ‘ 
February 28 
March 81.. 
April 30.. 
May 31... 
June 30.. 

$17,219 
13,359 

13.380 5 
12,107 

september 36 

SE CII i sicvirstsceseuiesttntsivininn $218,540 
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218,540 04 

$111,540 60 

Certificates of deposit in possession of President Samuel Gompers: 

Five certificates, Third National Bank, Bloomington, Ill, each $5,000 

Six “ 

Two 

Two 

Two Corn Belt Bank, 

Total on certificates....... ma 

State National Bank, open account 

McLean County Bank, “ 

Third National Bank, - 

Total in hands of treasurer 

Totalin hands of secretary 

McLean County Bank, 

State National Bank, 

German-American Bank, 

ry “ “ 
55,000... 30,000 00 

10,000 00 

10,000 00 

10,000 00 

$85,000 00 
21,953 95 
2,544 91 
2,041 74 

$111,540 60 
2,000 00 

Tia ceduncsiinaxii ick chdnsel cll punevuend Vecuceunesioesasuaievebuccusdasnatviunsseskisuceiuniaseiaculh $113,540 60 

During the sixteen years I have been treasurer my accounts show the total of funds handled te 

be $1,400,957.70. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Bloomington, Ill., October, 1906. 

JOHN B. LENNON, 

Treasurer’ 



SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

9 o'clock a. m., Tuesday, November 13th, 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees—Dunn, Law, Richardson, 
Comerford, Cumming, Larger, Hagan, 
Walsh, Warner, Price, Freeman, Downey, 
Wilson, Holton, Carey, Wilson, (Jas.), 
Dix, Shepard, Lambert, Mahon, Sands, 
Kirk, Hawley, Heberling, Raasch, Powell, 
Stevenson, Colbert, Morgan, Byrne, 
Stoner, Rothwell, Grant, Campbell, Lyon, 
Zihlman, Hedley, Hassard, Ford, Perkins, 
(R. W.), Maupin, Porter, Guye, Corless, 
Fitzpatrick, (J. B.), Glenn, Cooney, Sum- 
merville, Hill, Cragon, Barnes, (E. E.), 
Jones, Hargan, D’Alessandro, Wille. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes 

of the preceding session was dispensed 

with. 

President Gompers, in a brief speech, 

thanked the delegates for their close at- ° 

tention to, and interest in, the long re- 

ports read during the preceding session. 

First Vice President Duncan, for the 

Executive Council, read the following re- 

port: 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUN- 
CIL, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

NOV. 13, 1906. 

Yo the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of The 

American Federation of Labor: 

Greeting :— 

In conformity with custom, the Execu- 

tive Council submits to you herewith its 

annual report upon such matters as have 

been referred to us; those which have re- 

quired our action, and all of which may 

require your attention and consideration 

during this Convention. 

The Executive Council has held five 

meetings during the year, the first meet- 

ing having been held at Pittsburg imme- 

diately after the adjournment of the Pitts- 

burg Convention. The next three meet- 

ings were held at the headquarters of 

the American Federation of Labor dur- 

(65) 

ing the weeks beginning March 19th, 

June 18th, September 17th. The fifth 

meeting was held in this city today. 

We shall hold such additional meetings 

during the time of this Convention as cir- 

cumstances may warrant or necessity re- 

quire, but we should prefer that all mat- 

ters requiring our attention should be 

deferred until the meeting we shall hold 

in this city immediately after the close 

of the Convention, unless these matters 

are of such. nature as require them also 

to be submitted to you. 

During the year, the Executive Coun- 

cil has voted by letter or telegram upon 

various questions submitted by President 

yompers. Highty-three propositions have 

been thus submitted during the year. 

CHARTERS GRANTED AND DENIED. 

During the year we have issued charters 

to six international unions as follows: 

Lake Pilots’ Protective Association of 
the Great Lakes. 

Lithographers’ International Protective 
and Beneficial Association of the United 
States and Canada. 

Amalgamated Window Glass Workers of 
America, 

Steel Plate Transferers’ Association of 
America. 

International Association of Steam and 
Hot Water Fitters’ and Helpers of Amer- 
ica (Re-issued). 

Switchmen’s Union of North America. 

We have also issued charters to four 

State Federations of Labor; 53 Central 

Labor Unions; 167 Local Trade Unions, 

of which there are no national and inter- 

national unions of their trade, and 87 

federal labor unions. 

While we are pleased with the growth 

and progress made as indicated by the 

number of charters issued, we also desire 

to report that some applications for 

charters have been denied; while others 

are being held in abeyance pending ad- 

justment of jurisdiction with existing in- 

ternational organizations, 
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ORGANIZATION. 

To the full limit of the financial re- 

sources of the American Federation of 

Labor, we have kept a corps of special 

organizers at work in the various sec- 

tions of the country, but our funds have 

not been by any means equal to the de- 

mand made for such work. 

We desire to express our approval of 

the effective and intelligent work which 

has thus been accomplished in behalf of 

our great movement. 

The reports submitted to you show that 

organized labor has not only maintained 

its own during the past year, but has 

made considerable progress. 

Several members of the Executive 

Council have, during the year, whenever 

possible, attended conventions of affiliated 

national and international unions, and 

we have endeavored by every means with- 

in our power to bring every possible in- 

fluence to bear to induce those unaf- 

fillated organizations to place themselves 

under the beneficent fold of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor. It is true that 

the unaffiliated unions are few in num- 

ber, but it is none the less to be re- 

gretted that they have thus far followed 

the mistaken policy of remaining aloof 

from the great family of trade unions. 

We, therefore, recommend the continua- 

tion of every effort to organize the yet 

unorganized and bring about the affilia- 

tion of the yet unaffiliated. 

APPEALS FOR FINANCIAL 

ANCE. 

ASSIST- 

During the year we received appeals 

for financial assistance from various or- 

ganizations, some of which requested that 

assessments be levied, and others desired 

that a circular appeal endorsed by the 

Executive Council should be sent out 

to all affiliated organizations. By reason 

of existing conditions, we did not con- 

sider ‘t expedient to levy any new as~ 

sessments, but we issyed a number of 

appeals, which were productive of good 

results. 

We can not too strongly urge upon our 

organizations not only the advisability 

but the necessity of providing and build- 

ing up in time of peace a strong treasury 

whicly can be drawn upon by their mem- 

bers during the period of trade disputes 

and disturbances. It has been repeatedly 

demonstrated that not only strikes and 

lockouts have been lost by reason of the 

absence of a strong treasury, but that 

such trade controversies and disturbances 

could have and would have undoubtedly 

been averted, had the employers known 

in advance that there was a strong treas- 

ury back of the men to support them when 

out of employment, 

We want to again strongly recommend 

to our international unions that the dues 

of the membership of their local unions 

should not be less than $1.00 per month. 

The funds of the unions are under their 

own control and direction to be used 

exclusively to protect and promote the 

interests of their respective memberships, 

A. F. OF L. AND UNION LABEL EX- 

HIBITS. 

As previously reported, our exhibits at 

Paris, Buffalo and St. Louis were highly 

recommended and were awarded Grand 

Prizes and medals, all of which have 

been received. We now desire to report 

that the American Federation of Labor 

Exhibit at the exposition in Tourcoing, 

France, has been awarded the Grand 

Prize. 

An urgent invitation has been received 

from the management of the Jamestown, 

Virginia, exposition which opens in May, 

1907, for the American Federation of 

Labor to make full and complete exhibit. 

A similar invitation is also received from 

the management of the International 

Maritime Exposition of Bordeaux, which 

will be held May-November, 1907, 

At several meetings of the Executive 

Council, we discussed at length the hold- 

ing of an Exhibit of union-made and 

union-labeled products, and their method 

of production. We hoped to have the Ex 

hibition in this city during the time of 

the holding of this convention. We placed 

the making of arrangements in the hands 

of Vice President Max Morris, but, owing 

to lack of time and want of ample 

quarters, we were unable to complete 

arrangements. 

We recommend, however, that an Ex- 

hibition, including a unton label exhibit, 

be held at Jamestown, Virginia, and that 

in connection therewith, there be given 

as full and complete an exhibit as pos- 

sible of union-made and _ union-labeled 

products, and that all labor organizations 

be requested to aid us in making this the 

best exhibition of the history, work, 

methods and achievements of the Ameri- 

can Labor Movement. 
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UNIFORM DESIGN OF ALL UNION 

LABELS. 

In conformity with the action of the 

Pittsburg Convention we gave consider- 

able thought, attention and_ investi- 

gation to the matter of a uniform design 

of ail union labels. Acting upon our 

instructions, President Gompers had 

voluminous correspondence with the of- 

ficers of the organizations issuing the 

union labels. Very few of them favored 

abandoning their own labels for the pur- 

pose of adopting a universal label. We 

found this adverse sentiment so nearly 

general that we then authorized the cor- 

respondence to inquire whether the or- 

ganizations would consent to some uni- 

versal design (seal or label of the A. 

F. of L) upon the label of the inter- 

national unions. To this responses were 

made by 33 international unions issuing 

union labels. 11 were in favor, 11 op- 

posed, and 11 undecided, 

In connection with this subject, Treas- 

urer Lennon sought the legal advice of 

Hon. Henry Cohen, attorney-at-law, who 

gave him the following opinion, and which 

we have the authority to quote. It is as 

follows: 

“T have not had any reason to change 

from my view of six years ago regarding 

a universal label, and do not think it 

desirable from either legal reasons or 

those of policy. A cigar maker, for ex- 

ample, would not spend one-tenth of the 

money or the energy to advertise a uni- 

versal label affixed to cigars, that he does 

now, and so it would be with the other 

label crafts. What is everybody’s busi- 

ness is nobody’s business, and the feel- 

ing of common interest has not been able 

to overcome this. 

“A universal label would hardly get the 

protection of the law, as the statutes 

are now framed. 

“The new suggestion of having the 

A. F. of L. seal on all the labels would 

necessitate re-registration of all the 

labels, as it would make such a change 

in the present labels as to require it. 

This would be certainly the case with 

small labels where the question of finding 

a place for the A. F. of L. seal would be 

difficult. {I do not see how we could put 

it on without increasing the size of many 

labels, a very undesirable thing to do. 

With the Typographical Union Label, I 

see no chance for it at all, 

“The question of legality of the seal 

being on the labels would not make any 

difference, as far as I can see, 

“Two labels that now differ, such as 

the Garment Workers and the Tailors, 

would, by the adoption of the seal, ac- 

quire a strong point of resemblance. In 

the absence of a clear understanding on 

the part of both organizations, such re- 

semblance would make more. trouble 

of the kind that was threatened a year 

or more ago. 

“The affiliation of an organization with 

the A. F. of L. is not so close that 

any property right it may hsve in a 

label need or ought to be shared with it. 

“The handling of two million men under 

one head even now presents many diffi- 

culties and serious problems, and there is 
the possibility that things may reach a 

“point where the organization will be un- 

wieldly. It, therefore, seems to me that 

the policy of the Federation should be 

not to engage in any activities that may 

further raise questions between the vari- 

ous unions affiliated, but rather it should 

attend to those very general things com- 

mon to all the unions in their relation 

with the outside world. 

“The miner or sailor who has no label 

is, I think, just as loyal to the various 

labels now as he would be were the A. 

F. of L. seal thereon, as the affiliation of 

the organizations is just as well known 

now as it will be then.” 

Without determining this matter finally, 

that is, without making any final recom- 

mendation to close this. subject, we 

authorized Treasurer Lennon and Vice 

President Valentine to arrange for a con- 

ference of the delegates of all interna- 

tional unions issuing union labels, and 

who have delegates due to this Conven- 

tion, the conference to be held during 

the early part of this week, and we 

further recommend that this entire sub- 

ject be referred to that conference with 

a request that it be reported to the Con- 

vention at the earliest possible date dur- 

ing our session. 

‘ 

DEMAND FOR UNION LABEL PRO- 

‘DUCTS. 

Resolution No. 80 of the Pittsburg Con- 

vention was referred to the Executive 

Council for such action as may be deemed 

practical. Correspondence was entered 

into with a desire to ascertain the extent 

5 
r 
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of the demand for union label products. 
We learn that there is a general increase 

in such demand. ‘This information is 

best obtainable from the officers of or- 

ganizations issuing labels. They are in 

the best possible position to know the 

status of such demand. It can not be 

acertained from any particular locality 

other than in a general and vague man- 

ner unreliable for statistical information. 

Our affiliated unions are expending 

considerable money and energy in ad- 

vertising and creating a demand for union 

abelled goods. We, for the A. F. of L., 

are encouraging this by all means within 

our power, by our union label bulletin, 

by our literature, by our organizers, by 

urging our fellow workers and friends, 

and great good is accomplished. The 

union label stands not only for higher 

wages, more reasonable hours of employ- 

ment, but generally for the quality of the 

articles as well as the sanitary condi- 

tions under which such articles are pro- 

duced. In the label trades it is the in- 

signia which distinguishes the product of 

fair labor under comparatively fair con- 

ditions as against the unfair, sweat shop, 

convict labor product or even the product 

of young and innocent children. 

We sincerely hope that all will take up 

with renewed energy and constantly in- 

crease the demand made for union 

labelled products. 

UNION LABEL BULLETIN. 

Acting upon the directions given by the 

Pittsburg Convention, we authorized the 

republication of the union label bulletin, 

and now desire to report that 30,000 copies 

have been printed. 

The Bulletin now gives the reproduc- 

tion in colors of all the union labels 

which ‘have been endorsed by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor up to June, 1906. 

Since that time we have endorsed the 

union label of one organization, that of 

the International Shingle Weavers’ Union 

of America, and this is the only label 

which is not reproduced on the Bulletin. 

There was sent to’ each organization 

a copy of the Union Label Bulletin with- 

out charge, this, in addition to the large 

number of the last issue, we distributed 

free. 

For the information of the delegates 

it would be well to state that the Bulletin 

ean be obtained at headquarters at the 

rate of $35.00 per thousand or $4.00 per 

hundred. 

INDEBTEDNESS OF AFFILIATED OR- 

GANIZATIONS. 

Some _ affiliated international unions 
have cultivated the habit of neglecting 

to pay the small per capita tax to the 

A. F. of L. required by the constitution, 

as well as having failed to pay the assess- 

ment for the Textile Workers and the 

Printers. It is true that a few of these 

have been in hard straits, and wherever 

necessary we have pursued a course of 

the highest consideration for conditions 

which obtain. 

We say, that neglecting the payment of 

per capita tax is largely a matter of 

habit. Some organizations instead of pay- 

ing the per capita tax of one-half cent 

per member and paying it monthly, have 

allowed time to pass when the small in- 

debtedness and obligations have accumu- 

lated into what many of them have de. 

clared they were not in a position to pay, 

We repeat that the financial obligation 

to the A. F. of L. is exceedingly small, 

when there is taken into consideration 

the immense amount of splendid work 

done in the interests of the men con- 

nected with the labor movement and 

from our small income. We cannot al- 

low the full financial obligations to bear 

upon some international unions which pay 

promptly and regularly, ane be neglected 

by others. 

We, therefore, at our June 

adopted the following resolution: 

meeting 

RESOLVED, That all organizations 
that have failed to pay the Textile Work- 
ers’ Assessment levied by the San Fran- 
cisco convention, in 1904, and in connec- 
tion with which specific arrangements 
for payment of same were made in or- 
der to seat their delegates in the Pitts- 
burg convention and wnich have not been 
complied with, be notified, that if it is 
not paid on or before August 1, 1506, 
their organization will be suspended from 
membership in the American Federation 
of Labor. 

RESOLVED, That the United Garment 
Workers’ International Union be notified 
that unless it shall have been placed in 
good standing, one month before the con- 
vening of the Canadian Trades and La- 
bor Congress, the member cf their or- 
ganization who was elected delegate to 
said congress at the Pittsburg conven- 
tion, will be disqualified to act as dele- 
gate, by Section 2, Article X, and by 
Section 3, Article XI, of the constitution 
of the A. F. of L. which read as follows: 

“Sec. 2, Article X. Any union, inter- 
national, national, or local failing to pay 
within sixty days the levies declared in 
accordance with Section 1, shall be de- 
prived of representation in convention of 
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the American Federation of Labor, and 
in city central bodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 3, Art. XI. Any organization af- 
filiated with this federation not paying 
its per capita tax on or before the 15th 
of each month shall pe notified of the 
fact by the Secretary of the Federation 
and if at the end of three months it is 
still in arrears it shall become suspended 
from membership in the Federation, and 
can be reinstated only by a vote of the 
convention when such arrearages are paid 
in full, as provided in Section 2, of this 
article.”’ 

RESOLVED, That President Gompers 
select one of the following members of 
A. F. of L. to fill vacancy, providing the 
United Garment Workers’ Union fails to 
place itself in good standing: Messrs. 
Harmon, Young or Blackman of the State 
Federation of Labor of Washington. 

We submit this matter to the considera- 

tion of this convention, and strongly urge 

upon all affiliated organizations to pay 
their per capita tax and their financial 

ebligations as they arise, and thus avoid 
the’ accumulation of indebtedness which 

appear to involve a large expenditure of 

money. 

In connection with this subject we take 

pleasure in reporting that, since the adop- 

tion of the course indicated, in the reso- 

lutions already quoted, several organiza- 

tions have paid their indebtedness and 

placed themselves in good _ standing. 

Among these organizations was the Unit- 

ed Garment Workers of America, and the 

member of that organization, elected by 

eur Pittsburg convention as fraternal 

delegate to the Canadian Trade and Labor 

Congress, Mr. Thos. A. Rickert capably 

and faithfully acted in that capacity. 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF 

UNION CARDS—FOREIGN 
UNIONS. 

Acting upon the authority of the Pitts- 

burg Convention (Resolution No. 159) we 

directed President Gompers to carry out 

its purpose; that is, to correspond with 

the trade unions of foreign countries for 

the purpose of urging an interchange of 

anion cards between unions of kindred 

erafts and callings. 

A large number of replies were received 

from the officers of the various unions, 

who, with one or two exceptions, were 

favorable to the adoption of the plan. A 
number of them objected to the specific 

requirement of any number of years mem- 

bership in an organization being requisite 

before such cards would be accepted. 

We are of the opinion that some specific 

time is necessary, otherwise a non-union- 

ist either here or in any other country 

could immediately before departing from 

his own country become a member of the 

organization in another country, and then, 

upon the mere presentation of a card, 

become entitled to full benefits of mem- 

bership. There ought to be some evi- 

dence of bona fide union membership for 

even a brief period before the holder 

should be entitled to international recog- 

nition and admission to the union of an- 

other country without payment of initia- 

tion or entrance fee. 

We report in a condensed form the 

statements made by the officers of the or- 

ganizations responding to the questions. 

They are as follows: 

General Commission of Labor Union 
of Germany: Favorable to proposition so 

far as it does not conflict with agree- 

ment they have entered into with unions 

of America. Hopes A. F. of L. will omit 

time limit or shorten it. ’ 

Union of Harbor Workmen of Germans. 

Favorable as a whole, but time limit 

should not be more than one year. 

Central Union of Commerce and Trans- 

portation Workers of Berlin: The recog- 

nition of cards system already established. 

Central Union of Retail Clerks’ Associa- 

tion of Germany reports that a member 

of a recognized union is admitted free, 

and they would appreciate the same privi- 

lege being extended to its members by 

the American organization. 

Central Union of Hat ang Fur Industry, 

Altenburg: Favorable under following 

condition: The existence of an agreement 

which holds good between the trade or- 

ganizations of the twe wountries, ad- 

mitting members without compensation 

and eliminating the time limit. 

Painters, Varnishers, Plasterers and 

White-washers, Hamburg, Germany, re- 

port that such agreement exists between 

the principal organizations of Germany, 

Denmark, Austria, Hungary, Servia and 

Switzerland, but similar proposition was 

turned down by the Brotherhood vf 

Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers of 

America. Favorable to proposition. 

Central Union of Shoemakers, Ger- 

many: Favorable to interchange of cards 

(agreement already exists with Boot and 

Shoe Workers of America) but opposed 

to time limit. 
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Central Labor Union of Textile Work- 
ers of Germany: Favors proposition if 

length of membership be reduced to one 

year. 

Union of Printers and Lithographers of 
Germany: Favors reducing time of mem- 
bership to one year. 

Central Union of Carvers of Germany: 

Favors reducing time of membership to 

one year. 

German Wood Workers’ Union: Favors 

the establishment of a mutual traveling 

relief fund as exists in Austria, Switzer- 

land and Denmark, and reducing the time 

limit of membership. 

German Furriers’ Union: Favors 

shortening time limit, at least, of young 

members. 

German Union of Lithographers and 

Engravers: Advises an agreement with 

the organization in America in existence, 

but favors eliminating time limit entirely. 

Workers of Ger- 

Favorable to the proposition. 

Union of Tobacco 

many: 

Paperhangers’ Union of Germany: 

Favors reducing time limit to one year. 

Union of Cigar Sorters of Germany: 

Admits members from foreign countries 

to full rights without payment of fee. 

Carpenters’ Union of Germany: Favors 

agreement with American organization 

and time limit reduced for younger mem- 

bers. 

Amalgamated Operative Lace-makers of 

Nottingham, England: Report that this 

system exists between lace makers of 

England, France, Scotland and Spain; 

that the organization admits American 

lace makers holding paid-up cards, al- 

though American organization refuses to 

admit members of English organization 

without substantial fees, 

Amalgamated Furnishing Trades Asso- 
ciation, London, England: Accepts mem- 

bership card of any bona fide trade union- 

ist in the trade from any part of the 

world. ; 

Masons’ Union of the Netherlands: Ad- 

mits to membership those holding cre- 

dentials and proof of membership without 

further question. 

Metal Workers’ Union of the Nether- 

lands: Reports that entrance fee to their 

organization is without any payment. 

Swedish Wood Workers of Stockholm: 

Report that those holding paid-up cards 

are admitted without entrance fee, pro- 

viding they have been members of the 

trade organization for not less than six 

months. 

National Union of Boot and Shoe Work- 

ers ‘of Great Britain: Reports that it is 

the custom of the organization to accept 

a clear card of membership without en- 

trance fee. 

Federation of Municipal Labor of 

Copenhagen: Reports that a member 

of a bona fide union is admitted without 

payment of initiation fee. 

National Amalgamated Union of Labor 

of New Castle-on-Tyne, England: Re- 

ports that this policy has been followed 

for many years. ; 

Norwegian Brick Layers’ Union: Re- 

ports an agreement with the organizations 

of Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Holland, 

Switzerland, Italy, Austria and Hungary 

which provides for admission to mem- 

bership without payment of initiation fee, 

and Americans holding clear cards will 

be granted the same privilege. 

Printers and Transferers Trade Pro- 

tective Society, Burslem, England: Fav- 

orable to proposition. 

Saddler, Bag and Trunk Makers’ and 

Harness Makers’ Union of Vienna, 

Austria: avorable to proposition.. 

Associated Iron, Steel and Brass Dress- 

ers of Glasgow, Scotland: Favorable te 

proposition. Already working’ on this 

principle with members in England. 

Hollow-ware and Sanitary Pressers’ 

Union, Hanley, England: Reports that that 

organization admits any member without 

initiation fee who is a bona fide member 

of a trade union of the trade, 

Amalgamated Society of Lace Patterm 

Weavers, Nottingham, England: Favor- 

able to proposition. Further reports that 

a score or more members of the Society 

required to pay $20 and more initiation 

fee in the United States. 

Amalgamated Society of Enginemen, 

Trainmen, Poilermen and Firemen of 

Stockton-on-Tees, England: Favorable te 

the proposition. 

Felt Hatters’ and Trimmers’ Union of 

Manchester, England: Reports this sys- 

tem has been established for many years. 

Industrial Workers of Vienna, Austria: 

Favorable to proposition. 

Amalgamated Union of Clothiers Ope- 

ratives of Leeds, England: Favorable te 

proposition. 
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National Union of Dock Laborers in 
Great Britain and Ireland: Reports mat- 

ter will be submitted to executive com- 

mittee and favorable action assured. 

Netherlands Seamen’s Union: Reports 

no expense in this way from new mem- 

bers, except payment for statutes and 

rules, 

Associated Iron Molders of Scotland: 

Report such a system in vogue between 

that organization anu the English So- 

ciety of Iron Molders. 

Operative Potteries Engravers’ Union of 

3urslem, England: Favorable to proposi- 

tion. 

Bricklayers’ Union of Denmark: Fav- 

erable to the proposition. 

Dock, Wharf, Riverside 

Workers of Great Britain: 

proposition. 

Midland Counties Bleachers, Dyers, 

Scourers and Trimmers Federation of 

Leicester, England: Favorable to propo- 

sition. 

and General 

Favorable to 

Makers of 

to proposition. 

Association of Porcelain 

Austria: Favorable 

United Organization of Bookbinders of 

Austria: Favorable to proposition. 

Central Association 

Molders of Austria: 

proposition. 

of Sculptors and 

Favorable to the 

Danish Organization of Labor: Reports 

that matter will have to be submitted to 

the convention of the organization to be 

held in April, 1907. 

Amalgamated Musicians’ Union of Man- 

ohester, England: « Reports that such a 

system has already been established. 

Labor Unions of Luxemburg, Belgium: 

Report that this system has already been 

established. 

Iron Molders’ Association of Denmark: 

Favorable to proposition with the ex- 

eeption of time limit. 

Danish Ship Carpenters: 

with the proposition. 

In sympathy 

Butchers’ and Meat Cutters’ 

Favorable to proposition. 

Danish 

Wnion: 

Street Pavers’ Association of Copen- 

hagen: Favorable to proposition. 

Norwegian Iron Molders’ Union of 

@hristiania: Favors proposition and time 

Mmit of six months. 

Norwegian Stone Cutters’ Association: 

Reports this system already established. 

Wood Workers’ Union of Norway: 
Favors accepting members free, holding 

paid-up card regardless of length of mem- 

bership. 

Confectioners’ Association of Norway: 

Favors proposition. 

Granite Cutters’ 

Sweden: 

Union of Halmstead, 

Favorable to proposition. 

Berlin: 

the ex- 

German Bookbinders’ 

Favorable to proposition 

ception of time limit. 

Union, 

with 

Amalgamated 

London, England: 

Society of Engineers, 

Calls attention to the 

various paid by that organiza- 

tion and says: ‘“‘Should any of our mem- 

bers go to your country and join branches 

on the lines suggested in your letter they 

would be called upon to forego these 

benefits.’’ Further statement is made 

that members from this country will be 

recognized as. fellow trade unionists and 

treated accordingly if we are prepared 

to do HKikewise to their members. 

benefits 

AMERICAN UNIONS. 

Cigarmakers’ International Union: Ac- 

cepts cards from members of foreign trade 

unions providing that they extend same 

courtesy. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 

Joiners of America: Reports that an 

initiation fee of not less than $14 is ex- 

acted from members of foreign 

and if they have continuous membership 

of one year and of good standing they 

become entitled to all privileges and bene- 

fits. - 

Commercial Telegraphers’ Union: Fav- 

orable, but this question does not effect 

the organization to any great extent. 

unions 

United Mine Workers of America: Re- 

ports the establishment of such a system 

between the U. M. W. of A. and European 

coal miners’ unions. 

Brotherhood of Cement Workers: Re- 
ports that matter will be submitted to 

the next convention for action. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes: Re- 

ports that matter will be sybmitted to 

executive board for action. 

Watch Case Engravers’ Association: 

Reports they have no unions in Canada, 

National Mine Managers and Assist- 

ants: Reports no locals under the British 

or any other flag except the stars and 

stripes. 
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United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners: Reports the matter will be sub- 

mitted to the executive board for con- 

sideration. 

National Brotherhood of Operative Pot- 

ters: Reports matter will be reported to 

next convention for consideration. Later: 

Convention favorable to proposition but 

finally decided to allow delegates to A. F. 

of L. Convention to use own judgment. 

Stove Mounters’ and Steel Range Work- 

ers’ International Union: Favorable to 

proposition. 

Order of Railroad Telegraphers: Fav- 

orable to proposition. 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union: Re- 

ports this question already covered by 

constitution. Favorable. 

Piano and Organ Workers’ Union: Re- 

ports members in good standing from 

foreign countries accepted without pay- 

ment of initiation fee provided they join 

within four weeks after their arrival in 

this ‘country. 

Granite Cutters’ Association: Reports 

that members from foreign countries of 

good standing are charged initiation fee 

of ten dollars, 

Journeymen Tailors’ International 

Union: Favors proposition. 

International Typographical Union: 

States that this system has been estab- 

lished for a number of years. 

3oilermakers’ and Iron Ship Builders’ 

International Union: Favorable to prop- 

osition. 

NOT FAVORABLE. 

Amalgamated Stevedores Labor Pro- 

tection League of London, England: Does 

not favor the proposition. 

Elastic Goring Weavers’ Amalgamated 

Association: Does not favor proposition 

at present time. 

There are several of the organizations 

which are under the impression that the 

acceptance of a card by the organizations 

of this country would carry along with it 

the placing of those members who are 

accepted, in the same beneficial standing 

as is now in vogue in the various national 

and international unions in America. This, 

of course, is the proposition that will have 

to receive the consideration of the various 

organizations affected. But for the ad- 

mittance into membership of members 

from Europe in the organizations of their 

craft in this country, that is a matter 

which must of necessity be determined by 

the American International Trade Unions 

for themselves. 

‘STEAM FITTERS—CHARTER. 

Having in mind the recommendation 

passed at the last Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor recom- 

mending to the Executive Council that 

a charter be granted to the Steam Fitters, 

when an application was received we 

found ourselves between a vote of the 

Convention recommending that a charter 

be issued and our constitution not en- 

tirely in harmony therewith. We, there- 

fore, invited the representatives of the 

International Association of Steam and 

Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of Amer- 

ica and the United Association of Plumb- 

ers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, and Steam 

Fitters’ Helpers of the United States and 

Canada, to select three representatives 

of their respective organizations to meet 

three members of the Executive Council 

at the office of the A. F. of L. for the 

purpose of endeavoring to arrange an 

amalgamation of both organizations, and 

failing in that, to endeavor to secure a 

working agreement or arrange for such 

mutual understanding between the or- 

ganizations in interest as shall be found 

to merit the support of both. 

The conference was held at Washing- 

ton, May 21. The representatives of the 

E. C. were President Gompers, Vice Pres- 

ident O’Connell, and Secretary Morrison. 

For five days daily conferences were held, 

but despite the best efforts which could 

be put forth neither amalgamation, a 

working agreement or understanding 

could be reached. 

Being unable to bring about the amal- 

gamation or adjustment of the differences 

between the two bodies in question, and 

having in mind the recommendation of 

the Pittsburg Convention to issue a char- 

ter to the Steam Fitters, after prolonged 

consideration and deliberation of the sub- 

ject, the Executive Council decided to 

restore to the International Association 

of Steam Fitters the conditional charter 

which that organization formerly held, and 

which was revoked at one of our previous 

conventions. 

BREWERY WORKERS 

FIREMEN. 

ENGINEERS— 

The controversy in regard to engineers 

and firemen working in breweries is car- 
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ried on unabated, despite recommenda- 

tions and decisions of the convention of 

the American Federation of Labor. 

We have used our best efforts to bring 

about an adjustment of tnis difficulty, but 

without success. 

CARPENTERS—WOOD WORKERS. 

The controversy between the United 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and the Amal- 

gamated Wood Workers has become very 

acute. President Gompers, in accordance 

with the instructions of the last Con- 

vention, devoted several days to a con- 

ference with the representatives of both 

organizations, but they were unable to 

agree either upon a working agreement, 

co-operation or amalgamation. 

Not only has the strife become more 

bitter between the membership of these 

respective organizations, but it has re- 

sulted in one of them declaring unfair 

a firm in which the other organization 

has an agreement for the conducting of 

a union shop under union’ conditions. 

When a jurisdiction dispute between two 

organizations reaches such an acute 

stage, that it not only involves the mem- 

bership but also employers who are de- 

cidedly inclined to be fair toward labor 

and particularly toward organized labor, 

it reaches a stage which makes us halt 

and think whether such a course does 

not vitiate much of the good resulting 

from our organized effort. Surely, the 

interests of our fellow workers are not 

advanced by such a procedure. 

We are at a loss as to the course to 

pursue other than to impress upon all 

the necessity of making heroic efforts 

for the purpose of adjusting inter-union 

differences whether of jurisdiction or 

otherwise. In any event, fairly inclined 

employers should not be placed in a 

position of becoming innocent sufferers 

from our internal contentions. 

SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 
The controversy relative to the Seamen 

and Longshoremen was investigated and 

an effort made at adjustment by arbitra- 

tion, but President Gompers has been 

so engrossed with important duties re- 

quiring his consideration and always im- 

mediate attention that he has been un- 

able to reach the matter, in order to give 

a fair and comprehensive award. 

LAKE PILOTS. 

An application for charter was received 

from the Lake Pilots’ Association of the 

Great Lakes which was granted. It was 

not then known that this same associa- 

tion held charter from the International 

Longshoremen’s Association, and protest 

was lodged by the International Seamen’s 

Union against the Lake Pilots’ Associa- 

tion continuing in affiliation with the In- 

ternational Longshoremen’s Association 

and at the same time with the American 

Federation of Labor. 

The International Seamen’s Union also 

claimed to have Lake Pilots members of 

the Seamen’s organization. The Execu- 

tive Council heard the representatives of 

the Pilots and others upon the subject, 

and then adopted the following resolu- 

tion: 

RESOLVED, That in the matter of the 
affiliation of the Pilots of the Lakes, who 
are now connected with the A. F. of L. 
as a national union, and at the same time 
a component part by charter with affiliat- 
ed national unions, it is the sense of the 
Executive Council that it is unwise to 
continue more than one affiliation, and re- 
quest the Pilots to choose which affilia- 
tion they desire to maintain and sur- 
render all others, so that all pilots shali 
be a solid body, either in a national union 
of their own, affiliated with the A. F. of 
L. or, as a component part of but one 
international union now affiliated with the 
federation. 

RESOLVED, That organizations in in- 
terest be notified of the above decision. 

UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CAR- 
PENTERS—AMALGAMATED 

CARPENTERS. 

The dispute between the United Broth- 

erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 

America and the Amalgamated Society 

of Carpenters, which we hoped had been 

adjusted under the award of Mr. A. 

Strasser, who acted as advisor and um- 

pire in the case, has been renewed. 

Representatives of both organizations 

met in Chicago in i‘ebruary, and were in 

session many days. They were, however, 

unable to agree upon a general proposi- 

tion either under Mr. Strasser’s award 

or of their own. A plan of amalgama- 

tion was drawn up and submitted to a 

referendum vote of both organizations. 

We have been officially advised that no 

agreement has been reached, and we have 

received from the Secretary of the 

United Brotherhood, the request for the 

revocation of the charter now held by the 

American District of Amalgamated So- 

ciety of Carpenters and Joiners. This has 

come to us too late to be reported upon 

fully to this Convention. 
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PAINTERS—CAR WORKERS. 

Shortly after the close of the last 

Convention the officers of the Brother- 

hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 

hangers of America, and the International 

Association of Car Workers, were of- 

ficially notified of the action of the Con- 

vention, and they were urged to carry 

out the instructions contained in the 

resolution adopted upon the subject of 

the controversy between them. Consider- 

able correspondence resulted in the effort 

to adjust this difference, but thus far 

without much practical result. For your 

information we quote an excerpt from 

letter received from the officers of the 

Car Workers. It is as follows: 

“While it was the ducision of that con- 
vention that Car Painters are not eligible 
to membership in our organization, we 
are not, at present, in a position to en- 
force that decision owing to the fact 
that our members are not fully organ- 
ized in the railroad shops throughout the 
country, and at our inception the Paint- 
ers’ Organization had never put forth 
any effort, only in isolated cases to or- 
ganize the Painters in those railroad 
shops, and the men naturally, being eager 
to organize them, they came under our 
banner, believing that they could gain 
some advantage by so doing. Since or- 
ganizing the painters, the Painters’ Or- 
ganization have put forth their appeal 
that they are entitled to such men, but 
I have no knowledge at present of where 
they have put forth any effort to organize 
them, but just wish to take them away 
from us. 

“We are not operating any ‘closed 
shops,’ as it is very hard to get a rail- 

corporation to abide by a ‘closed 
shop.’ Therefore, we are not in a po- 
sition to command those men to join 
the Painters’ Organization, and from per- 
sonal conversations which I have had 
with painters employed in railroad shops, 
they believe that their interests are best 
served in our organization.’’ 

We report upon this subject in its pres- 

ent status for your information. 

road 

PAPER MAKERS—PULP, SULPHITE 

AND PAPER MILL WORKERS. 

At our March meeting an application 

for a charter for the Pulp, Sulphite and 

Paper Mill Workers’ Internaifonal Union 

was received, the President and Secretary 

of the Brotherhood of Paper Makers of 

America appearing in opposition. 

After hearing all parties in interest we 

decided that both parties should come 

together in a convention to be held in 

Dayton, Ohio, and that a representative 

of the Executive Council attend that 

Convention for the purpose of bringing 

about a satisfactory amalgamation. The 

Convention was held in Dayton, Ohio, 

on May 14th, Secretary Morrison repre- 

senting the Executive Council. The re- 

sult desired was not accomplished. 

At the June meeting the matter was 

again brought up. We decided that a 

conference should be held between the 

representatives of both organizations for 

the purpose of coming to an understand- 

ing in regard to jurisdiction, which would 

permit the issuance of the charter and 

if it failed to come to an understanding, 

the disputed points be decided by arbitra- 

tion. 

A question of jurisdiction having arisen 

in a paper plant in Maine, the representa- 

tives of both organizations appeared be- 

fore an arbitration committee of three, 

among whom was an organizer of the A. 

F. of L., Mr. T. F. Tracy. This com- 

mittee met in Boston and it was 

gested by a representative of the Puip 

and Sulphite Workers that the whole 

question of jurisdiction be arbitrated by 

this committee. The representatives of 

the Brotherhood of Paper Makers claimed 

that the late convention in Dayton, Ohio, 

had instructed them by 

enter into no negotiations with any other 

organization in the paper making in- 

dustry and that it was impossible to con- 

sider the request. It was finally agreed 

that all hostilities should 

that the President of the Brotherhood of 

Paper Makers should submit the proposi- 

tion to a referendum vote of the mem- 

bership for their favorable recommenda- 

tion. We understand that this referen- 

dum vote was taken, but was averse to 

the proposition. 

Prior to the time arriving for the re- 

convening of the arbitration board, it 

became evident that the organizer of the 

Federation, on account of other import- 

ant business, would be unable to take 

any further part in the arbitration. The 

name of another organizer, Mr. Frank 

McCarthy, was suggested to the repre- 

sentatives of both organizations to take 

his place. Replies were received from the 

Presidents of contending organizations 

approving the name _ submitted. The 

arbitration board again met in Boston 

on September 15th, and although Presi- 

dent Carey, in a communication dated 

September 13th, stated: ‘‘We have no 

objection whatever to offer to his acting 

as arbiter,’’ upon the assembling of the 

board of arbitration, he immediately 

entered a protest against the change. 

sug- 

resoluiion to 

cease and 
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The representatives of the Pulp and 

Sulphite Workers submitted the follow- 

ing propositions to the representatives of 

the Paper Makers, which they refused 

to accept: 

“First: We will agree to give to the 
Paper Makers’ Organization all ‘third 
hands, fourth hands and fifth hands.’ Ali 
employes’ employed in fine mills; also 
rope ‘cutters and rotary men in these 
mills, if the American Federation of La- 
bor grants a charter to us at once. 

“Second: We also agree that if the 
American Federation of Labor, after due 
deliberation, believes that the ‘finishers 
and beatermen’ should belong to the Pa- 
per Makers’ Organization to transfer them 
to that body, providing the charter is 
issued.”’ 

But to neither of these propositions 

would the representatives of the Broth-* 

erhood of Paper Makers’ agree. 

We have not yet given up hope of bring- 

ing about some better understanding in 

regard to the matter, but the E.. C. 

would be pleased to have the advice and 

assistance of this convention. 

F. L. U. NO. 6482—CHARTER REVOKED 

Complaints were made as to the bona 

fide existence and makeup of F. L. U. 

No. 6482, of St. Louis, Mo. It is alleged 
that the Federal Labor Union seldom, if 

ever, held meetings, and that the mem- 

bership was below the number required 

either to receive or hold a charter, and 

that eligibility of even those to hold mem- 

bership in an organization affiliated by 

charter to the A. F. of L., was ques- 

tionable. A thorough investigation of 

the charge was ordered by us, which 

demonstrated the facts as set forth in the 

complaint, that those who were bona fide 

wage earners should rightfully belong to 

the international unions of the crafts and 

callings. The charter of F. L. U. No. 

6482 was thereupon revoked: by us. 

Later the St. Louis Trades and Labor 

Council requested that the entire matter 

be re-opened. We were not averse to 

complying but decided that it could be 

done only upon the presentation of new 

evidence, and that if such new evidence 

was received, the case would be again 

re-opened and considered. The officers of 

the St. Louis Central Body were so in- 

formed. No new-evidence of any sort 

has been submitted since. 

PRINTERS’ STRIKE—ALIEN 

TRACT LAPORERS. 

It is with much gratification that the 

report can be made of the success and 

CON- 

practical establishment of the eight-hour 

work day in the printing trade. The 

American Federation of Labor has en- 

deavored, to the fullest, to aid the In- 

ternational Typographical Union in this 

most meritorious contest. In addition to 

the report which President Gompers 

makes upon this subject, attention is 
called to the fact that while the printers’ 

eight-hour strike was at its height, dur- 

ing the early part of the year, the Em- 

ploying Printers’ Association conducting 

the contest against the I. T. U., syste- 

matically arranged for and carried out a 

plan to lure printers in England to come 

to the United States via Canada. The 

matter was first called to the attention 

of President Gompers by Mr. James M. 

Lynch, President of the International 

Typographical Union, who in turn laid 

the complaint before the Commissioner- 

General of Immigration, who declared it 

to be the purpose of his Department to 

prevent the violation of the alien con- 

tract labor feature of the United States 

immigration laws. We have just been 

informed that the Manchester Guardian 

of England, of recent date, published a 

cablegram from Canada as follows: 

“A strike of lithographic printers has 

begun at Montreal, Canada. A _ repre- 

sentative of the Employers sailed by the 

steamer ‘Empress of Ireland’ yester- 

day to bring skilled hands from England 

to replace the strikers.”’ 

Inasmuch as the lithographers are on 

strike in several parts of the United 

States, as well as Canada, for the intro- 

duction of the eight-hour work day, it 

is not much, if any strefch of the imagi- 

nation, when we say that we have reason 

to believe that the effort to secure litho- 

graphic printers from England to take 

the place of the men of the same craft in 

Canada, is intended that they should be 

brought to the United States for the same 

purpose. 

We shall not only endeavor to impress 

upon the minds of the printers, but of 

all workmen, to refrain from injuring 

the interests of their fellow workmen, 

regardless where .they may be located, 

for the interests of the working people 

are identical the world over, and the com- 

mon polity and policy should be pursued 

for the protection and advancement of all. 

In addition, we should insist upon the 

enforcement of the laws enacted to pro- 

tect labor from such unfair means heing 

employed as in the cases named 
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COMMITTEE—LEGIS- 
LATION. 

We authorized the appointment early 

ia the year of Mr. James F. Grimes as 

Legislative Committeeman to further the 

legislation before Congress and to urge 

legislation affecting the interests of labor. 

Later Mr. Grimes resigned and we ap- 

pointed Mr. J. D. Pierce. Several of the 

members of the Executive Council aided 

in legislative work. A limited Employers’ 

Liability Law and the Denatured Alcohol 

Bill have been enacted. 

Labor was much disappointed at the 

failure to secure justice, relief and re- 

dress at the hands of Congress. These 

matters are more fully covered in Presi- 

dent Gompers’ repcrt to this Convention. 

It was quite evident that both under the 

rule of the House of Representatives as 

manipulated by those in control of that 

Body, as well as by the make-up of the 

committees appointed by the Speaker, no 

progress was possible. 

We authorized President Gompers to 

issue invitations to presidents of our in- 

ternational unions to meet wus in con- 

ference at Washington during our Execu- 

tive Council session in March. One hun- 

dred and seventeen presidents or repre- 

sentatives of presidents were in attend- 

ance. The entire situation was gone over 

and the following document was formu- 

lated and signed by the one hundred and 

seventeen representatives of the Inter- 

national Unions, together with the Execu- 

tive Council of the American Federation 

of Labor. For your full information we 

incorporate it here in our report under 

the title by which it has become known, 

*“‘Labor’s Bill of Grievances.”’ 

LEGISLATIVE 

LABOR’S GRIEVANCES. 

Washington, D. C., March 21, 1906. 
Honorable Theodore Roosevelt, President 

of the United States; 

Honorable Wm. P. Frye, President Pro 

Tempore, United States Senate; 

Honorable Joseph G. Cannon, Speaker, 

House of Representatives, United 

States. 

Gentlemen: The undersigned Execu- 

tive Council of the American Federation 

of Labor, and those accompanying us in 

the presentation of this document, sub- 

mit to you the subject matter of the 

grievances which the workmen of our 

country feel by reason cf the indifferent 

position which the Congress of the United 

States has manifested toward the just, 

reasonable and necessary measures which 

have been before it these past several 

years,:and which particularly affect the 

interests of the working people, as well 

as by reason of the administrative acts 

of the executive branches of this Gov- 

ernment and the legislation of the Con- 

gress relating to these interests. For 

convenience the matters of which we 

complain are briefly stated, and are as 

follows: 

The law commonly known as the Eight 

Hour Law has been found ineffective and 

insufficient to accomplish the purpose of 

its designers and framers. JLabor has, 

since 1894, urged the passage of a law 

so as to remedy the defects, and for its 

extension to all work done for or on be- 

half of the Government. Our efforts have 

been in vain. 

Without hearing of any kind granted 

to those who are the advocates of the 

Eight Hour Law and principle, Congress 

passed, and the President signed an ap- 

propriation bill containing a rider nullify- 

ing the Eight Hour Law and principie 

in its application to the greatest public 

work ever undertaken by our Government, 

—the construction of the Panama Canal. 

The eight-hour law, in terms, provides 

that those entrusted with the supervision 

of government work shall neither require 

nor permit any violations thereof. The 

law has been grievously and frequently 

violated; the violations have been re- 

ported to the heads of several depart- 

ments, who have refused to take the 

necessary steps for its enforcement. 

While recognizing the necessity for the 

employment of inmates of our penal in- 

stitutions, so that they may be self-sup- 

porting, labor. has urged in vain the en- 

actment of a law that shall safeguard it 

from the competition of the labor of 

convicts. 

In the interest of all of our people, and 

in consonance with their almost general 

demand, we have urged Congress for 

some tangible relief from the constantly 

growing evil of induced and undesirable 

immigration, but without result. 

Recognizing the danger of Chinese im- 
migration, and responsive to the de- 

mands of the people, Congress, years ago, 

enacted an effective Chinese exclusion 

law; yet, despite the experience of the 

people of our own country, as well as 

those of other countries, the present law 
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is flagrantly violated, ana .10w, by act 

of Congress, it is seriously preposed to 

invalidate that law and reverse the policy. 

The partial relief secured by the laws 

of 1895 and 1898, providing that seamen 

shall not be compelled to endure involun- 

tary servitude, has been seriously threat- 

ened at each succeeding Congress. The 

petitions to secure for the seamen equal 

right with all others have been denied, 

and a disposition shown to extend to other 

workmen the system of compulsory labor. 

Under the guise of a bill to subsidize 

the shipping industry, a provision is in- 

corporated, and has already passed the 

Senate, providing for a form of con- 

scription, which would make compulsory 

naval service a condition precedent to 

employment on privately-owned vessels. 

Having in mind the terrible and un- 

necessary loss of life attending the burn- 

ing of the Slocum in the Harbor of New 

York, the wreck of the Rio de Janeiro 

at the entrance to the bay of San Fran- 

cisco, and other disasters on the waters, 

too numerous to mention, in nearly every 

ease the great loss of life was due to 

the undermanning and the unskilled man- 

ning of such vessels, we presented to 

Congress measures that would, if en- 

acted, so far as human law could do, 

make impossible the awful loss of life. 

We have sought this remedy more in 

the interests of the traveling public than 

that of the seamen, but in vain. 

Having in mind the constantly increas- 

ing evil growing out of the parsimony 

of corporations, of towing several under- 

manned and unequipped vessels called 

barges on the high seas, where, in case 

of storm or stress, they are cut loose to 

drift or sink, and their crews to perish, 

we have urg2d the passage of a law that 

shall forbid the towing of more than one 

such vessel unless they shall have an 

equipment and a crew sufficient to man- 

age them when cut loose and sent adrift. 

but in vain. 
The Anti-Trust and Interstate Com- 

merce laws enacted to protect the people 

against monopoly in the products of 

labor, and against discrimination in the 

transportation thereof, have been per- 

verted, so far as the laborers are con- 

cerneé, so as to invade and violate their 

personal liberty as guaranteed by the 

Constitution. Our repeated efforts to ob- 

tain redress from Congress have been in 

vain. 

The beneficent writ of injunction in- 

tended to protect property rights has, as 

used in labor disputes, been perverted 

so as to attack and destroy personal free- 

dom, and in a manner to hold that the 

employer has some property rights in the 

labor of the workmen. Instead of obtain- 

ing the relief which labor has sought, 

it is seriously threatened with statutory 

authority for existing judicial usurpation. 

The Committee on Labor of the House 

of Representatives was instituted at the 

demand of labor to voice its sentiments, 

to advocate its rights, and to protect its 

interests. In the past two Congresses 

this Committee has been so organized 

as to make ineffectual any attempt labor 

has made for redress. This being the 

fact, in the last Congress, labor requested 

the Speaker to appoint on the Committee 

on Labor members who, from their ex- 

perience, knowledge, and sympathy, would 

render in this Congress such service as 

the Committee was originally designed 

to perform. Not only was labor’s request 

ignored, but the hostile make-up of the 

Committee was accentuated. 

Recently the President issued an order 

forbidding any and all Government em- 

ployes, upon the pain of instant dismissal 

from the Government service, to petition 

Congress for any redress of grievances 

or for any improvement in their condi- 

tion. Thus the constitutional right of 

citizens to petition must be surrendered 

by the Government employe in order 

that he may obtain or retain his em- 
ployment. 

We present these grievances to your 

attention because we hgve long, patient- 

ly, and in vain waited for redress. There 

is not any matter of which we have 

complained but for which we have in an 

honorable and lawful manner submitted 

remedies. The remedies for these griev- 

ances proposed by labor are in line with 

fundamental law, and with tie progress 

and development made necessary by 

changed industrial conditions. 

Labor brings these, its grievances, to 

‘your attention because you are the repre- 

sentatives responsible for legislation and 

for failure of legislation. The  toilers 

come to you as your fellow-citizens who, 

by reason of their position in life, have 

not only with all other citizens an equal 
interest in our country, but the further 

interest of being the burden-bearers, the 

wage-earners of America. As _ labor's 

representatives we ask you to redress’ 
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these grievances, for it is in your. power 

so to do. 

Labor now appeals to you, and we 

trust that it may not be in vain. But if 

perchance you may not heed us, we shall 

appeal to the conscience and the support 

of our fellow citizens. 

This document was presented to Pres- 

ident Roosevelt, President pro tempore of 

the Senate, Mr. Frye, and Speaker Cannon 

of the House. 

No progress was made upon legisla- 

tion which labor asked either included 

in the Bill of Grievances or otherwise. 

Then again on January 29, an Execu- 

tive order was issued by the President 

of the United States upon the subject 

of the right to petition of government 

employes. The order is as follows: 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

The Executive order of January 31, 1902, 

is hereby amended by adding “or inde- 

pendent Government establishments,”’ 

after the words ‘‘Departments’”’ in the 

third and ninth lines. 

As amended the order will read as 

follows: 

All officers and employees of the United 

States of every description, serving in or 

under any of the Executive Departments 

or independent Government establish- 

ments, and whether so serving in or out 

of Washington, are hereby forbidden, 

either directly or indirectly, individually 

or through associations, to solicit an in- 

crease of pay or to influence or attempt 

to influence in their.own interest any 

other legislation whatever, either before 

Congress or its Committees, or in any 

way save through the heads of the De- 

partments or independent 
establishments in or under which they 

serve, on penalty of dismissal from the 

Government service. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

The White House, January 25, 1906. 

Congress 

our petition or granting the relief re- 

quested. We then acted upon the declara- 

tion of the conference of March 21st as 

contained in the Bill of Grievances, and 

appealed to the conscience and support 

of our fellow unionists and citizens, and 

we outlined, drafted and issued a docu- 

ment relative to a campaign, of which the 

- following is a copy: 

Government , 

adjourned without heeding 

A. F. OF L. CAMPAIGN PROGRAM. 

Washington, July 22, 1906. 

To all Organized Labor and Friends in the 

United States: 

Dear Sirs and Brothers: Events in 

the industrial affairs of our people have 

rapidly changed and are rapidly chang- 

ing. The trade union movement, as ex- 

pressed by the American Federation of 

Labor, has kept and proposes to keep 

pace therewith. 

The wheels of industry can not be 

halted or turned back; nor should they 

be, even if that were possible. Welcom- 

ing industrial progress, labor must be 

ever alert to meet new conditions, recog- 

nizing that eternal vigilance is the price 

of industrial as well as political liberty. 

The working people can not hope to 

maintain their rights or a progressive 

position in the varying phases of modern 

society unless they organize and exercise 

all those functions which, as workmen 

and citizens, it is their privilege and their 

duty to exercise. 

Labor makes no demand upon govern- 

ment or society which is not equally ac- 

corded to all the people of our country. 

It can and will be satisfied with nothing 

less. 

The position of organized labor upon the 

question of political action by the work- 

ing class, their friends and sympathizers, 

has often been declared, but was more 

clearly set forth in the following declara- 

tion, unanimously adopted by the Nash- 

ville Convention of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor, in 1897, and often reaf- 

firmed since: 

“Resolved, That the American Federa- 

tion of Labor most firmly and unequiv- 

ocally favors the independent use of the 

ballot by the trade unionists and work- 

men, united regardless of party, that we 

may elect men from our own ranks to 

make new laws and administer them 

along the lines laid down in the legis- 

lative demands of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor, and at the same time se- 

cure an impartial judiciary that will not 

govern us by arbitrary injunctions of 

the courts, nor act as the pliant tools of 

corporate wealth. 

“Resolved, That as our efforts are 

centered against all forms of industria! 

slavery and economic wrong, we must 

also direct our utmost energies to re- 

move all forms of political servitude and 

party slavery. to the end that the work- 
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ing people may act as a unit at the 

polls at every election.’’ 

We have been ever-watchful to carry 

the purposes of that declaration into ef- 

fect. At times we met with partial suc- 

cess, yet, within the past few years claims 

and promises made in platforms or on 

the hustings by political parties and 

politicians, and especially by the present 

dominant party, have been neither justi- 

fied nor performed. Little attention has 

been paid to the enactment of laws pre- 

pared by us and presented to Congress 

for the relief of those wrongs and the 

attainment of those rights to which labor 

and the common people are justly entitled 

and which are essentially necessary for 

their welfare. 

Several Presidents of the United States 

have, in their to’ Congress, 

urged the passage of equitable legislation 

in behalf of the working people, but Con- 

gress has been entirely preoccupied look- 

ing after the interests of vast corpora- 

tions and predatory wealth. 

Senators in their 

rush after the almighty dollar 

indifferent or hostile to the 

rights of man. They have had no time 

and as little inclination to support the 

reasonable labor measures, the enactment 

of which we have urged, and which con- 

tained beneficent features for all our 

people without an obnoxious provision to 

messages 

Congressmen and 

frenzied 

have been 

any one. 

Patience ceased to be a virtue, and on 

Morch 21, 1906, the representatives of 

labor presented a Bill of Grievances to 

the President responsible for 

legislation or the failure of legislation 

in Congress, reciting the failure or re- 

fusal of the party in power to adopt or 

enforce legislation in* the interests of the 

toiling country. After 

setting grievances and re- 

and those 

millions of our 

forth labor’s 

action, we closed 

with this 

quests and urging early 

that now-famous document 

statement: 

“Rut if perchance you may not heed 

us, we shall appeal to the conscience and 

support of our fellow-citizens.”’ 

relief asked for has not been 

Congress has turned a deaf ear 

The 

granted. 

to the voices of the masses of our people; 

end, true to our declaration, we now ap- 

peal to the working people, to ail 

the American people unitedly to demon- 

strate their determination that this Re- 

public of curs shall continue to be of, 

aye, 

for and by the people, rather than of, 

for and by the almighty dollar. 

The toiling masses of our country are 

as much, if not more, interested in good 

government than our fellow-citizens. in 

other walks of life. In line with the con- 

tention herein stated, the American Fed- 

eration ‘of Labor made its declaration of 

political policy as already quoted above. 

And in line therewith we hope, and have 

the right to expect, to arouse the citi- 

zenship of our inter- 

ested in good government, to the apathy 

or hostility of the party in power to the 

real interests of the people, that men 

more honest, faithful and pros ssive may 

be elected as the people’s representatives. 

Attention is called not only to con- 

gressional and legislative indifference and 

hostility to the interests of labor, but also 

to the interests of the large mass of all 

our people. The press for months has 

been burdened with exposures of the cor- 

ruption and graft in high circles. The 

great insurance companies, the trusts, 

the corporations, the so-called ptains of 

owners 

Public 

common country, 

industry, have indeed becom: 

of the legislators of our « 

officials, many of whom heve the cry 

of ‘“‘stop thief’? nearest the tip of the 

tongue, have been elected through these 

very agencies and the contributions from 

them. 

If it has come to a condition in this, 

and wealthiest nation on 

the almighty 4d r is to be 

forgetting 

ness and 

labor 

their voices in 

the greatest 

earth, that 

worshipped to an exte 

consciences, upris 

justice, the time 

and its friends to 

condemnation of such degeneracy, and to 

invite all reform forces to join with it 

in relegating’ indifference to the people’s 

interests, corruption and graft to politi- 

cal oblivion; to standard of 

legislation by the election of sincere, pro- 

gressive and honest men who, while wor- 

shipping money less, will honor con- 

science, justice and humanity more. 

We recommend that central bodies and 

local without delay by 

the election of delegates to meet in con- 

plans 

principle, 

arriy for 

raise 

raise t} 

unions proceed 

ference, or convention, to‘formulate 

to further the interests of this movement, 

and in accordance with the plan herein 

outlined at the proper time and in the 

proper manner nominate candidates who 

will unquestionably stand for the enact- 

ment into law of labor and progressive 

measures. 
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The first concern of all should be the 

positive defeat of those who have been 

hostile or indifferent to the just demands 

of labor. A _ stinging rebuke to them 

will, benefit not only the toilers but the 

people of the entire country. 

Wherever both parties ignore labor’s 

legislative demands a straight labor can- 

didate should be nominated, so _ that 

honest men may have the opportunity in 

exercising their franchise to vote accord- 

ing to their conscience, instead of being 

compelled either to refrain from voting 

or to vote for the candidate and the party 

‘they must in their innermost souls 

despise. 

Where a Congressman or State Legis- 

lator has proven himself a true friend 

to the rights of labor he should be sup- 

ported and no _ candidate nominated 

against him. 

This movement must not degenerate 

into a scramble for office. It should be 

a determined effort, free, absolutely, from 

partisanship of every name and char- 

acter, to secure the legislation we deem 

necessary and essential to the welfare 

and happiness of all our people. As the 

present objects of this movement are 

purely in the line. of legislation, all 

efforts should be concentrated upon the 

election of members of Congress and the 

various State legislatures. 

To make this—our movement—the most 

effective, the utmost care should be taken 

to nominate only such union men whose 

known intelligence, honesty and faith- 

fulness are conspicuous. They should be 

nominated as straight labor representa- 

tives and stand and be supported as such 

by union men and their friends and 

sympathizers, irrespective of previous 

political affiliation. ° 

Wherever it is apparent that an entire- 

ly independent labor candidate can not 

be elected, efforts should be made to se- 

cure such support by indorsement of 

candidates by the minority party in the 

districts and by such other progressive 

elements as will insure the election of 

labor representatives. 

All observers agree that the campaign 

of our fellow-workmen of Great Britain 

has had a wholesome effect upon the gov- 

ernment, as well as the interests of its 

wage-earners, and the people generally 

of that country. In the last British elec- 

tions 54 trade unionists were elected to 

Parliament. If the British workmen, with 

their limited franchise, accomplished so 

“full rights of citizenship 

much by their united action, what may 

we in the United States not do with 

universal suffrage? 

In order to systematically carry out 

the policy and work necessary to this 

campaign, the Executive Council of the 

American Federation of Labor has 

selected the following members as the 

“Labor Representation Committee:”’ 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

JAMES O’CONNELL, 

FRANK MORRISON. 

Those earnestly engaged in our move- 

ment must, we repeat, be guided by the 

fact that the principles for which we 

stand must be of primary consideration, 

and office, secondary. We ask our fel- 

low-workers and friends to respond to 

this call and to make of it a popular up- 

rising of honest men, and to see to it 

that the best, most conscientious men of 

labor or their supporters are chosen as 

‘their representatives. 

Reports and returns should be made 

to the headquarters of the Labor Repre- 

senta.ion Committee (which will be locat- 

ed in the offices of the' American Federa- 

tion of Labor), who will give the best 

possible information and advice on uni- 

form procedure, 

Whatever vantage ground or improved 

conditions have come to the workers of 

our country were not brought to them on 

silver platters; they are the result of 

their better organization and their higher 

intelligence; of the sacrifices they have 

made and the industrial battle-scars of 

many contests. The progress of the 

toilers has: not been due to kindness or 

consideration at the hands of the powers 

that be, but achieved in spite of the com- 

bined bitter hostility of mendacious greed, 

corporate corruption,*legislative antagon- 

ism and judicial usurpation. 

Labor men of America, assert your 

rights! And in addition to strengthening 

your faith and loyalty to your organiza- 

tion on the economic field, exercise your 

in the use of 

your ballot. Elect honest men to Con- 

gress and to othcr halls of legislation, and 

by so doing you will more completely and 

fully carry out your obligations as union 

men, and more than ever merit the re- 

spect of your fellow-citizens. 

Labor demands a distinctive and larger 

share in the governmental affairs of our 

country; it demands justice; it will be 

satisfied with nothing less. 
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We selected the Washington resident 

members of the Executive Council, 

Messrs. Gompers, O’Connell and Morri- 

son, as the labor representation commit- 

tee of this campaign, and are gratified 

to be enabled to say that the work has 

been conducted to our entire satisfac- 

tion. 

We authorized an appeal for financial 

contributions to conduct the campaign, 

and decided that no contributions should 

be received from any candidate for of- 

fice. She total amount received and ex- 

pended from the campaign fund is as 

follows: 

$8,056.89 
7,834.11 

We have decided to publish and mail to 

contributors a printed financial statement 

of the receipts and expenditures of the 

campaign. Others may also obtain 

copies of the statement upon making ap- 

plication therefor to our headquarters, 

forwarding a two-cent postage, covering 

the cost of mailing. 

In connection with this campaign, we 

issued a text book setting forth the 

grounds upon which our movement was 

conducted, and the justice and philosophy 

upon which our cause is based. The 

American Federationist also fully dis- 

cussed the measures involved in the cam- 

paign. 

Some of our opponents have insisted 

that the campaign inaugurated by labor 

was a departure from the course our 

movement has pursued in the past. This 

is scarcely within the purview of the 

knowledge of what our movement has 

done, for what it stands, and how it has 
been conducted. 

Labor has never stood for what 

detractors assert, 

union.” The fact is that we have de- 

clared against partisan politics. This has 

been scrupulously adhered to during the 

entire existence of our movement, the re- 

cent campaign included. From the time 

of the inception of our Federation in 

Pittsburg, in 1881, we have declared for 

the political rights of labor. We have 

not only not failed to press them home 

upon Congress and the Legislatures, but 

we have even exercised our political 

power for the purpose of securing the 

political and economic rights of labor. At 

nearly every convention, the exercise of 

our political power was determined. 

our 

“no politics in the. 

In 1886 the convention endorsed the 

statement that the then recent political 

action of the organized workers of the 

country was regarded with pleasure and 

recommended to labor throughout the 

country persistence in those efforts to the 

end ‘‘that labor may achieve its just 

rights through the exercise of its po- 
litical powers.” That convention also 

resolved upon a “most generous support 

of the independent political movement 

of the working men.” 

In 1895 in New York, the American 

Federation of Labor made this declara- 

tion: 

“That the American Federation of La- 
bor most firmly and unequivocally favors 
the independent use of the ballot by 
the trade unionists and the working- 
men, united regardless of party, that we 
may elect men from our Own ranks to 
make new laws and administer them 
along the lines laid down in the legis- 
lative demand of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and at the same time se- 
cure an impartial judiciary that will not 
govern us by arbitrary injunctions of 
the courts, nor act as the pliant tools 
of corporate wealth. 

“That as our efforts are centered 
against all forms of industrial slavery and 
economic wrong, we must also direct our 
utmost energies to remove all forms of 
political servitude and party slavery, to 
the end that the working people may 
= as a unit at the polls of every elec- 
tion.’”’ 

At Detroit in 1899 the A. F. of L. con- 

vention made the following declaration: 

“Resolved, That this Federation recom- 
mend that the various central and local 
bodies of labor in the United States 
take steps to use their ballots, their 
political power, on independent lines, as 
enunciated in the declaration of princi- 
omy of the American Federation of La- 
or.”” 

At Seranton in 1901, 

adopted the following: 

“We assert it is the duty of all trade 
unions to publish in their official jour- 
nals, to discuss in their meetings, and 
the members to study in their homes, ali 
questions of public nature, having refer- 
ence to industrial or political liberty, and 
to give special consideration to subjects 
directly affecting them as a class, but we 
as vigorously submit that it is not within 
the power of this organization to dictate 
to members of our unions to which po- 
litical party they shall belong or which 
party’s ticket they shall vote.” 

In 1902, the New Orleans convention 

adopted the following: 

“RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federation of 
Labor is instructed to prepare bills con- 
cerning such legisl*tion by congress as 
is desired, and especially concerning the 

the convention 
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subjects of Oriental immigration, govern- 
ment by injunction, eight-hour work day, 
and the involuntary servitude of children, 
that copies of these bills, when prepared, 
shall be sent to the executive officers in 
each of the state federations of labor, 
where such federations exist, and in oth- 
er cases to such persons or organizations 
as may be selected, with instructions in 
each case providing that the bills for the 
desired legislation shall be submitted to 
the county conventions of all political 
parties, with the request for an endorse- 
ment of same by such conventions, and 
instructions from them to their dele- 
gates and nominees to act in accordance 
with such endorsement; that such further 
steps will be taken as will secure the 
nomination by state conventions, and the 
election by state legislatures, of only such 
men for the House of Representatives 
and the United States Senate, as are fully 
and satisfactorily pledged to the support 
of the bills prepared by the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federation of 
Labor; that it shall be the duty of the 
officers upon whom tho responsibility of 
promoting the proposed legislation shall 
devolve, to give the results of their work, 
as shown by the actions of the conven- 
tions and the pledges of candidates, the 
greatest publicity, to the end that all 
\rade unionists may know who their 
friends are.” 

Resolutions and declarations of a sim- 

ilar character have been made since. 

It will be observed that the instruc- 

tions contained in the resolution of the 

1902 convention were to ascertain and 

prepare the membership for just such a 

campaign as has been recently inaugurat+ 

ed. The labor movement is a movement 

of the wage workers for the purpose of 

protecting and promoting the interests of 

the wage-earners, and to work for tho 

betterment of our people. It has not kept 

out of politics. We could not if we 

would. We can and do avoid, and must 

avoid, if wo aim to further tho interests 

of the working people, constituting our 

movernent into a political party. 

The wage-earners as trade unions ex- 

ercise their political rights and power 
primarily to defend hostile legislation and 

to prevent acts on the part of the govern- 

ment hostile to labor and to labor's in- 

terest amd advancement; to secure such , 

action at the hands of the government 

which can be secured by trade union ac-: 

tion alone; to give the trade union move- 

ment full and free right in the exercise 

of its lawful and natural functions. 

We indulge ourselves in these refer- 

ences, not because we deem them neces- 

sary as a vindication of the course pur- 

sued by labor, but toa record historically 

in our official proceedings some of the 

incidents and declarations of the work 

of the labor movement, so that friends 
may be in a position to defend the as- 

persions of the hypercritical as well as 

of the open and avowed antagonists, 

A close adherence to the policy de- 

clared for and enunciated by trade unions 
all over the country, and as understood 

and expressed py the American Federa- 

tion of L«bor, will pring to the toilers 

the greatest possible success with the 

least possible injury or danger to their 

interest or cause. 

The trust and confidence which labor 

has reposed in us have not been violated, 

and have been used exclusively in the 

interests of the working people of our 

country. We feel assured that any Ex- 

ecutive Council to which you may entrust 

the affairs of labor, will strictly adhere 

to the course that will bring the greatest 

benefit to the toiling masses. 

ECONOMIC AND SANITARY INVESTI- 

GATIONS. 

Upon the recommendation of the com- 

mittee on Education of the Pittsburg con- 

vention, the convention adopted a resolu- 

tion directing an investigation to be made 

in regard to the subjects of apprentice- 

ship, the displacement of labor by ma- 

chines, child labor, the graduates of the 

trade schools, manual training schools and 

schools of technology, and unsanitary con- 

dition of home and workshop. 

In compliance with your request, we 

authorized President Gompers to appoint 

committees in Indianapolis, Pittsburg, 

Boston, Chicago and New York to make 

tho investigations. These committees are 

not yet prepared to make any report. We 

recommend that the work be continued 

during the coming year, and a report of 
the investigations made either to the next 

convention of the A. F. of L. or if con- 

venient, prior thereto, to be published 

in our official magazine, the American 

Federationist. 

WOMAN AND CHILD WORKERS’ IN- 
VESTIGATION. 

The last convention adopted a resolu- 

tion (No. 39) urging a congressional in- 

vestigation of the subject of women 

workers, and the social and economic con- 

dition of women employed in manufac- 

tures, and in commercial pursuits. Later it 

was deemed advisable to urge that the 
subject matter of the employment of 

children in these pursuits should also be 

covered by the investigation. 
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A bill was introduced with this object 
in view by Congressman Gardner, of 

Massachusetts, The bill passed the 

House, and is now pending before the 

Senate. The matter is more fully re- 

ferred to in the report of President Gom- 

pers, and we recommend thaf this con- 

vention authorize your Executive Council 

to endeavor to secure the passage of the 

resolution for the investigation. 

INCREASE IN POSTAL 

Our attention being called to the fact 
that an effort was being made to increase 

the postal rates on second-class matter 

under which would come the publications 

of the various trade journals, we ap- 

pointed a sub-committee to appear be- 

fore the sub-committee on Post Offices and 

Post Roads to protest against any such 

change in the postal rates. 

Hearings were given in New York 

which is was impossible for our com- 

mittee to attend. Further hearings will 

be given in Washington beginning No- 

vember 26th, which will be attended by 

the committee consisting of the Wash- 

ington resident members of the Executive 

Council. President Gompers communi- 

cated with the members of the labor press 

of the country, calling their attention to 

the proposed legislation upon the subject 

of increasing the postal rates of second- 

class mail matter, and we recommend 

that this convention take further action 

upon the subject, 

RATES. 

AND FARMERS’ ORGANIZA- 

TIONS CO-OPERATING. 

*The last convention recognizing the fact 

that the farmers organizations in various 

parts of the country had expressed a de- 

sire for closer affiliation with labor, de- 

eclared that we should investigate the 

matter further with a view of co-operat- 

ing ‘“‘upon offensive and defensive lines.” 

We authorized President Gompers to ap- 
point a representative of the A. F. of L. 

to be: present at the convention of the 

Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative 

Union of America, held at Dallas, Texas. 

Organizer C. W. Woodman, of Fort 

Worth, member of the International Ty- 
pographical Union, was entrusted with 

that mission. He conveyed the fraternal 

greetings of the American Federation of 

Labor, and promised in return for recipro- 

cal relations that labor would give pref- 

erence to the product of the farm, when 

such products are the result of farmers 

LABOR 

belonging to their respective organiza- 

tions. In turn the convention adopted the 

following preamble and resolution: 

“WHEREAS, There fs evidence that a 
_ printing trust exists in Texas, and that 
same is now employing ‘rat’ and ‘scab’ 
labor and has been robbing the counties 
of Texas, therefore be it 

“RESOLVED, That we recommend to 
the county, district and local unions of 
the state, that they demand of their 
commissioners the adoption of a label 
resolution demanding the International 
Typographical Union Label on all county 
printing, and, that we ask our members 
to buy only label goods—the same being 
— made—when it is possible to get 
nem.”’ 

A very friendly feeling exists between 

the Farmers’ organizations and the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor and every ef- 

fort should be made to keep up these 

harmonious relations, 

We recommend that the Executive 

Council havé the authority to uppoint a 

fraternal representative to visit their 

forthcoming conventions, both national 
and state, to deliver addresses showing 

the practical workings of the different 

trade unions. 

FRATERNAL DELEGATES. 

Requests having been received from the 

Rev. Chas. Stelzle that he be seated as a 

fraternal delegate from his convention, 

the Executive Council would recommend 

as follows: That the Rev. Chas. Stelzle 

be seated as a fraternal delegate from the 

Department of: Church and Labor of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States 

of America, without vote, under the same 

condition as fraternal d@legates are re- 

ceived from the Farmers’ Educational and 

Co-operative Union, the Woman’s Inter- 

national Union Label League and the 

Woman’s National Trade Union League. 

CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS 1881-1905 
—REPRINTED. 

Upon your authority we have had re- 

printed and bound 400 complete volumes 

of the official proceedings of the con- 

vention of the American Federation of 

Labor since its formation jn 1881. We 
have set the price of the complete sets 

at $15.00. This will about cover the cost 

of the reprinting, binding, mailing, or ex- 
pressage. 

“WE DON’T PATRONIZE” LIST. 

Applications to place the following 

firms upon the unfair list of the Ameri- 
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can Federation of Labor have been made 
to and approved by the Executive Coun- 

cil from October 1, 1905, to October 1, 1906. 

American Hoist and Derrick Co., St. Paul, 

Minn. (International Brotherhood of 

Blacksmiths.) 

American Iron & Steel Company’s Works, 

Lebanon and Reading, Pa. (Amalga- 

mated Association of Iron, Steel and 

Tin Workers.) 

Corning Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Co., 
Corning, N. Y. ‘(International Brick, 

Tile and Terra Cotta Workers’ Alli- 

ance.) 

J. L. Frost Paper Co., Norwood, N. Y. 

(United Brotherhood of Paper Mak- 

ers.) 

Far West Lumber Co., Tacoma, Wash. 
(International Shingle Weavers’ Union 

of America.) 

Finch Distilling Co., Pittsburg, Pa. (Coop- 

ers’ International Union of North 

America.) 

Grays Harbor Commercial Co., Cosmo- 

polis, Wash, (International Shingle 

Weavers’ Union of America.) 

Gleeson, Thomas E., Newark, N. J. 

(American Wire Weavers’ Protective 

Association.) . 

Hutton Brick Co., Kingston, N. Y. (In- 
ternational Brick, Tile and Terra 

Cotta Workers’ Alliance.) 

Ideal Manufacturing Co., Detroit, Mich. 

(Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 

Brass Workers’ International Union 

of N. A.) 

Kern Barber Supply Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
(International Association of Machin- 

ists.) 

Lindsay Wire Weaving Co., Collinwood, 
Ohio. (American Wire Weavers’ Pro- 

tective Association.) F 

Mockett, J. N., Toledo, Ohio. (Retail 

Clerks’ International Protective Asso- 

ciation.) 

New York Knife Co., Walden, 
(Pocket Knife Blade Grinders 

Finisners’ National Union.) 

Peckham Manufacturing Co., Kingston, 

N. Y. (International Brotherhood cf 
Blacksmiths.) 

Philadelphia Inquirer. 

pographical Union.) 

Portland Peninsular Cement Co., Jack- 

son, Mich. (Federal Labor Union No, 
11,761, Cement City, Mich.) 

ae 
and 

(International Ty- 

Raymondville raper Co., Raymondville, N. 
Y. (United Brotherhood of Paper 
Makers.) 

Reddington Hotel, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

(Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America.) 

. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co., Tacoma, 
Wash. (International Shingle Weav- 

ers’ Union of America.) 

. Zurbrugg Watch Case Co., Riverside, 

N. J. (Watch Case Engravers’ Inter- 

national Association of America.) 

DROPPED WITHOUT NOTICE. 

Art Metal Construction Co., Jamestown, 

a 

American Hardware Co., New Britain, 

Conn. (P. & F. Corbin-Russell & Er- 

win Co.) 

American Circular Loom Co., New Or- 
ange, N. J. 

Atlas Tack Co., Fairhaven, Mass, 

Brumby Chair Co., Marietta, Ga, 

Crescent Courvoirseer Wilcox Co., New- 

ark, N. J. 

Columbus Buggy & Harness Co., Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 

Davenport Pearl Button Co., Davenport, 
Iowa. 

Diamond Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio. 

William Demuth & Co., New York City. 

B. F. Goodrich Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio. 

Harbison & Walker Refractory Co., Pitts. 

burg, Pa. 

Himmelberger-Harrison 

pany, Morehouse, Mo. 

Iver Johnson Arms Co., Fitchburg, Mass. 

Kokomo Rubber Co., Kokomo, Ind. 

Lehmaier-Swartz & Co., New York City. 

Merrimac Manufacturing Co., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Novelty Advertising Co., Coshocton, Ohio. 

National Elevator & Machine Co., Hones- 

dale, Pa. 

Northwestern Cooperage & Lumber Co., 

Ohio and Michigan. 

Palmer Manufacturing Co., Poplar Bluff, 
Mo. 

Page Needle Co., Chicopee Falls, N. H. 

Russell Manufacturing Co., Middletown, 

Conn. 

J. N. Roberts Co., Metropolis, Il. 

™. N. Rowell & Co., Batavia, N. Y. 

Lumber Com- 
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St. Johns Table Co., St. Johns, Mich. 

Sattley Manufacturing Co., Springfield, Ill. 

Terre Haute Gazette, Terre Haute, Ind. 

Trinity County Lumber Co., Groveton, 

Texas. 

“Underwood Typewriter Co., Hartford, 

Conn. 

Union Lumber Co., Ft. Bragg, Cal. 

William Cooperage Co., Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

Williams Basket Maz.ufacturing Co., 

Northampton, Mass. 

H. B. Wiggins Sons Co., Bloomfield, N. J. 

FAIR LIST. 

Philadelphia Demokrat, 

CONCLUSION. 

There have been a large number of mat- 

ters in connection with our organizations 

and our movement wich which we have 

had to deal during the past year. Did 

we attempt to burden this report with 

a simple enumeration of them, it would 

be too voluminous either to read or to 

be considered within the limit of time at 

the disposal of the convention. Some 

of these may be brought to your atten- 

tion during the progress of our proceed- 

ings, either by the ‘representatives of 

the organizations interested, or by us. 

Many of them have been printed in the 

American Federationist in the excerpts 

from the official proceedings of our Ex- 

ecutive Council meetings. 

We have to the fullest endeavored to 

perform our duties faithfully, and with 

the single purpose to advance the in- 

terests of the toiling masses of our coun- 

try, and to bring honor and credit to 
the great movement and cause which we 

have the honor in part to represent. 

Fraternally submitted, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 

JOHN MITCHELL, 

JAMES O’CONNELL, 

MAX MORRIS, 

D. A. HAYES, 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, 

WM. D. HUBER, 

JOS. F. VALENTINE, 

FRANK MORRISON, 

JOHN B. LENNON, 

Executive Council American Federation 

of Labor, 

President Gompers.—The different parts 

of the report of the Executive Council 

will be referred to the proper commit- 
tees. 

Delegate Robinson asked a question of 

personal privilege that he be allowed to 

make a statement in regard to the Min- 

neapolis Tribune. Permission being grant- 

ed, he stated that the pressmen had a 

grievance against The Tribune, and asked 

the delegates to refrain from buying that 

paper until the grievance was adjusted. 

President Gompers announced the ap- 

pointment of Delegate E. J. O’Brien as 
Assistant Secretary; Delegate S. J. 

Spencer, as Sergeant-at-Arms; and Dele- 

gate E. G. Hall, as Messenger. 

President Gompers formally introduced 

to the convention Fraternal Delegates J. 

N. Bell and Allen Gee, of the British 

Trades Union Congress, and Samuel L. 

Landers, of the Canadian Trades and La- 

bor Congress. . He then presented each of 

the fraternal delegates with a gold badge 

of the American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

Credentials, reported as follows: 

Your Committee on Credentials recom- 

mends that the following delegates be 

seated, their organizations having paid 

all arrearages: 

Federal Labor Union 11624, Spokane, 

Wash. A. W. McCallum, 2 votes. 

Marble Workers’ International Associa- 

tion. W. V. Price, 17 votes. 

Vermont State Federation of Labor. D. 

A. Bruten, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Central Labor Union. 

Chas. Leps, 1 vote. a 

Duluth, Minn., Federated Trades As- 

sembly. J. Shartel, 1 vote. 

Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 

ingmen. Santiago Iglesias, 1 vote. 

Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades. 

Substitute J. B. Hewitt, for L. P. Mar- 

quardt, 1 vote. 

Riggers’ Union 11561, 

1 vote. 

Virginia State Federation of Labor. W. 

A. Davis, 1 vote. 

Norfolk, Va., Central Labor ‘Union. Jas. 

O’Conor, 1 vote. 

Ohio Federation of Labor. Jno. P. 

Sheridan, 1 vote. 

Kenosha, Wis., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly. Edward Kleiman, 1 vote. 

Post Office Clerks’ 8703. Edward B. 

Goltra, 1 vote. 

Jos. McFadden, 
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Having received the following telegram 

from Thomas L. Hughes, Secretary of the 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters: 

“Chicago, November 12, 1906. 

Emmet T. Flood, Care American Federa- 

tion of Labor Convention: 

Our per capita tax to the Federation 

is paid. Typographical assessment Ow- 

ing. Check on the way to cover this 

amount. 

THOMAS L. HUGHES.” 

We recommend that the delegates of 

this organization be seated as follows: 

Emmet T. Flood, Thomas Barry, Peter 

J. Donaghue, Lawrence A. Grace, J. E. 

Toone, with 402 votes. 

We recommend that the delegate of the 

Carriage and Wagon Workers, Henry C. 

Stein, be seated with 31 votes on the fol- 

lowing telegram: 

“Chicago, November 12, 1906. 

H. C. Stein, Care National Hotel, Minne- 

apolis. 

Will forward necessary money to Mor- 

rison. Wire address. 

CHAS. BAUSTIAN.” + 

On the matter of the non-payment of 

the Typographical Assessment by the 

Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers, its 

delegates. appeared before the commit- 

tee and explained, that owing to the ill- 

ness of its financial officer, they have 

been unable to pay same, but if allowed 

to be seated that they will guarantee 

that the assessment will be paid inside 

of 90 days. Owing to the explanation of- 

fered the committee recommends the 

seating of the delegates of this organiza- 

tion, J. W. Smiley and Mrs. D. S. Hyde, 

with 55 votes. 

On the protest of the Carpenters’ Dis- 

trict Council, of Buffalo, against the 

seating of the delegate from the Trades 

and Labor Council of Erie County, the 

committee finds that the Council is in 
good standing with the American Fed- 

eration of Labor, although the matter of 

protest is of long-standing, and they rec- 

ommend the seating of the delegate, and 

the subject matter of the. protest be 

referred to the Grievance Committee to 

report on later. 

The committee finds that the Kewanee, 

Illinois, Trades and Labor Assembly owes 

dues for August and September, 1906. We 

recommend that its delegate be unseated 
until paid. 
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The committee finds that the New Or- 
leans, La., Central Labor Union owes 

dues for April, 1906, and succeeding 

months. We recommend that its dele- 

gate be unseated until paid. 

The committee finds that the Rockmen’'s 

Union 10631, owes the Textile and Typo- 

graphical assessments. We recommend 

that its delegate be unseated until same 

are paid. 

We have examined the credentials of 

Cc. G. Billings and W. J. Matthews, rep- 

resenting the American Society of Equity 

(Farmers’ Union), and recommend that 

they be seated, without vote. 

On the 

Boiler Makers and Iron 

International Union, the Amalgamated 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 

North America, the Brotherhood of Paint- 

ers and Decorators, the Wood, Wire and 

Metal Lathers’ International Union, the 

American Federation of Musicians, and 

the Theatrical Stage Employes against 

the seating of the delegate of the New 

York City Central Federated Union, the 

committee finds that the protests are not 

in order before them, as the New York 

City Central Federated Union is in good. 

standing in the American Federation of 

Labor, and consequently their delegate is 

entitled to a seat in the convention, and 

the committee so recommends, with the 

further recommendation, that all of the 

protests above mentioned be referred to 

the Grievance Committee, as being within 

the scope of that committee’s delibera- 

tions to report to the convention thereon. 

MARTIN P. HIGGINS, Chairman, 

THOS. S. FARRELL, Secretary. 

GARRY KELLY. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report be adopted as read, and that 

the delegates recommended by the com- 

mittee be seated. 

matter of the protests of the 

Ship Builders’ 

Treasurer Lennon asked that the mo- 

tion be divided, and that a separate vote 

be taken on the unseating of the dele- 

gates recommended by the committee. 

President Gompers ruled that the mo- 

tion could properly be divided. 

The motion to seat the delegates rec- 

ommended by the committee was carried. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon, action 
on the unseating of the. delegates rec- 

ommended by the committee was deferred 

and the matter re-referred to the com- 

mittee. 
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Delegate Cable, for the Committee on 

Rules and Order of Business, reported as 

follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 

AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

To the Officers and Delegates to the 26th 

annual convention of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor: Greeting. 

We, your Committee on Rules and Or- 
der of Business beg leave to submit the 

following report: 

RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the fol- 

lowing rules for the government of the 

convention: 

Rule 1. The convention shall be called 

to order at 9 a. m., remain: in session 

until 12 o’clock noon. Reassemble at, 2 

p. m. and continue in session until 5:30 

p. m., except on Saturday, which shall 

be a half-holiday. 

Rule 2. If a delegate, while speaking, 

be called to order he shall, at the request 

of the chair, take his seat until the 

question of order is decided. 

Rule 3. Should two or more delegates 

rise to speak at the same time, the chair 

shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt an- 

other in his remarks except it be to call 

him to a point of order. 

Rule 5. A delegate shall not speak 

more than once on the same question 

until all who wish to speak shall have 

had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6. speak 

more than twice upon a question with- 

out permission from the convention. 

A delegate shall not 

Rule 7. Speeches shall be limited to 

ten minutes, but the time of the speak- 

ers may be extended by vote of the con- 

vention. 

Rule 8. A motion shall not be open for 

discussion until it has been seconded and 

stated from the chair. 

Rule 9. At the request of five members 

the mover of a motion shall be required to 
reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10. When a question is pending 
before the convention, no motion shall be 

in order except to adjourn, to refer, for 

the previous question, to postpone in- 

definitely, to postpone for a certain time, 

to divide or amend, which motions shall 

have precedence in the order named. 
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Rule 11. Motions ~o lay on the table 

shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12. A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a dele- 
gate who voted in the majority, and shall 

receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13. Any delegate failing to pres- 

ent his card within 30 minutes after the 

convention is called to order shall be 

marked absent, but in the event of un- 

avoidable absence, he may so report to 

the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 14. It shall require at least twelve 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 15. All resolutions shall bear the 

signature of the introducer and the title 

of his union. 

Rule 16. No motion or resolution shall 

be voted upon until the mover or in- 

troducer has had a chance to — if 

he or she so desires. 

Rule 17. No resolutions shall be re- 

ceived after Thursday’s session, Novem- 

ber 15th, without unanimous consent of 

the convention. 

Rule 18. Roberts’ rules shall be the 

guide on all matters not herein provided 

for, 

Rule 19. The main body of the hall 

shall be reserved for delegates. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Reading minutes of previous ses- 

sion, which will be dispensed with unless 

called for. 

2. Report of Committee on Creden- 
tials. = 

3. Reports of Officers. 

4. Reports of Regular Committees. 

5. Reports of Special Committees. 

Unfinished Business. 

New Business. 

Election of Officers. 

Good of the Federation. 

Adjournment. 

Any alteration or correction shall be 

made to the Secretary in writing. 

J. A. CABLE, Chairman. 

J. C. SHANESSY, Secretary. 

Cc. L. SHAMP, 

JOHN J. GANNON, 

JOHN FAHY. 

JOHN J. PFEIFFER. 

W. B. MACFARLANE, 

, JOHN FITZPATRICK. 
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Delegate Hart moved the adoption of 

the report as read. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Robinson moved as an amend- 

ment that no sessions be held on Satur- 

day. 

Delegate Driscoll moved as an amend- 

ment that that part of the report provid- 

ing for adjournment at noon on Saturday 

be stricken out. 

Delegate Johannsen moved that that 

part of the report providing for adjourn- 

ment at noon on Saturday be voted on 

separately. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

A motion to adopt the section of the 

committee’s report providing for adjourn- 

ment at 12 o’clock on Saturday was dis- 

cussed by Delegates Robinson, Driscoll, 

Johannsen, Guerin, Kelly, Sullivan and 

Foster. 

The motion was then carried by a vote 

of 128 to 70. 

The report of the committee as a whole 

was then adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 

telegrams: 

“New York, November 12, 1906. 

“To the Twenty-sixth Annual Convention, 

A. FH. of Ta: 

“Best wishes and greetings to the offi- 

cers and delegates assembled. “ 

“TI, HASCHKINS, Treas., 

“United Garment Workers of America.” 

“San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 12, 1906. 

“Samuel Gompers, Convention Hall, Min- 

neapolis, Minn.: 

“Japanese and Korean Exclusion 

League sends greetings to American Fed- 

eration of Labor. May your deliberations 

redound to the protection and advance- 

ment of the American people and the 

preservation of American soil to our pos- 

terity in all ages. 

“G. A. TVIETMOE, President.’’ 

Delegate Kelly, for the Auditing Com-, 
mittee, reported as follows: 

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMIT- 
TEE. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 13, 1906. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen: The committee appointed 
inder the laws of the Federation by Pres- 

ident Gompers to audit the accounts of 

that body, begs leave to submit the fol- 

lowing report: 

The total income of the Federation from 

all Sources, from October 1, 1905, until 

September 30, 1906, inclusive, was $217,- 

815.18, as follows: 

Per COplta tA. co sccccvcccisccccchaee, 006.88 

EE. 3 eud-<e<taus eevsecocves. GRernee 

American Federationist..... ecee 25,912.87 

Assessments .......ccces whereas - 54,675.22 

Defense Fund ...... Sib Sa ornen er - 15,556.02 

OEE 5.6565 bade 0 sic ewanes ie 736.35 

Total receipts for the year...$217,815.18 

Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1905.... 114,265.46 

ME SOOM. 6b.ctesinnaseuene - $332,080.64 

The expenses from October 1, 1905, un- 

til September 30, 1906, inclusive, was 

$218,540.04, as follows: 

Ser rr rr $124,818.24 

American Federationist ........ 26,868.12 

PRMORMTROOAD i ctcticnvsveccds «- 52,619.12 

pe -. 13,643.40 

PHOMIVUMB .ccc.cvccere eer RES oe 591.16 

WOR: SCkdeseE Sew aon bends $218,540.04 

Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1906...$113,540.60 

We find certificates of deposit and bank 

deposits (certified by the cashiers of each 

bank) to correspond with the above ac- 

count, as follows: 

In the hands of Treasurer John B. 

Lennon, $111,540.60, deposited in banks at 

Bloomington, Ill., and in possession of 

Secretary Frank Morrison, $2,000, deposit- 

ed in Riggs National Bank. Washington, 

D. C. 

President Gompers has in his possession 

and properly executed, seventeen (17) 

certificates of deposits of $5,000 each, 

which the committee examined, finding 

them correct, and. numbered as follows: 

3337, 3376, 370, 371, 1272, 1273, 1274, 1275, 
1276, 1277, 22141, 22142, 690138, 68921, 68920, 

68919, 68198. 

All of the above certificates, bearing 

interest at 2 per cent, are deposited in 

various banks, at Bloomington, IIl., as 

follows: 

State National Bank, 2 certifi- 

cates, $5,000 each...:......00. $10,000.00 

Corn Belt Bank, 2 certificates, 

Sener SOE SsicsaneiOebekxades 10,000.00 

Third National Bank, 5 certifi- 

cates, $5,000 each ............ 25,000.00 

XUM 
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McLean County Bank, 6 certifi- 
cates, $5,000 each ............ 

German American Bank, 2 cer- 

tificates, $5,000 each.......... 

30,000.00 

10,000.00 

Cash accounts:as follows: 

State National Bank, Blooming- 

ton, Ill. 

Third National Bank, Blooming- 

ton, Ill. veewe 
McLean County Bank, Bloom- 

ington, Ill. 

Riggs National Bank, Washing- 

eeeeee eee ee eeeene 

$21,953.95 

2,041.74 or 

2,544.91 

2,000.00 

Total amount on hand, Oc- 
tober 1, 1906 ..............--$113,540.60 

In conclusion, the committee desires to 

express its admiration for the simplicity 

with which the accounts of the Federa- 

tion are kept by the financial officers, and 

the clerical force under their guidance, 

and at the same time, thank them sin- 

cerely for the many courtesies extended 
to the committee in aiding them verify 

the vast amount of detail surrounding 

their labors while at Washington attend- 
ing to the task allotted to them. 

Fraternally submitted, 

MARTIN P. HIGGINS, Chairman. 

THOS. S. FARRELL, Secretary. 
GARRY KELL™ 

Delegate Klapetzky, on behalf of the 

Barbers’ Union of Minneapolis, an- 

nounced that the barber shop at the ho- 

tel where the headquarters of the con- 

vention was established, was not a union 

shop. He stated that the local union 

had endeavored to unionize the shop, but 
were not successful. 

President Gompers instructed Delegate 

Klapetzky to have the local union pres- 

ent a list of the union barber shops which 

would be read in the convention. 

There being no other business to come 

vefore the convention, President Gomp- 

ers announced that resolutions would be 

received, 

The following resolutions were intro- 

duced and referred to the proper commit- 

tees: 

Resolution No 1—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEBEAS, The complications growing 
out of disputes between associations of 
employers and the international unions 

of the many different industries of the 
country entail constantly the need of the 
most thorough and systematic co-opera- 
tion; and, 

WHEREAS, The issues causing the 
disputes in the original beginning are 
vitally of the same character, no matter 
what industry involved, it must be self- 
evident that a more concrete and syste- 
matic method of executive administration 
should prevail in any final attempts at 
adjustment before negotiations are broken 
off by strike or lockout; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention en- 
dorse the liberal use of conciliation, med- 
iation and arbitration in attempted ad- 
justments of differences between inter- 
national unions and employers’ associa- 
tions, before resorting to strike; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That in negotiations be- 
tween any international union and an 
association or associations of employers, 
involving any issue likely to directly in- 
volve in its extension any other affiliated 
international union of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, or his ap- 
pointed representative, shall be in at- 
tendance to act in an advisory capacity, 
to the end that hastily and ill-advised 
conflicts be avoided. 

‘a Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
on, 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegate John J. 
Pfeiffer, International United Brother- 

hood of Leather Workers on Horse 

Goods: 

WHEREAS, The conditions imposed 
upon men working on contracts let by 
the government of the United States for 
its Postal, Army, or Navy Departments, 
are seldom, if ever, in full conformity 
with the laws provided to make the Gov- 
ernment a decent employer; and, 

WHEREAS, Work, so made, has been 
repeatedly proven to be inferior to the 
articles manufactured in the shops of 
the government at no higher cost; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the General Execu- 

tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor be instructed to begin such 
action as will hasten legislation provid- 
ing that all articles of general use in 
the government service be manufactured 
in shops and arsenals of its own. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate E. Gerry 
Brown, of the Brockton (Mass.) Central 
Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That a committee of such 
number as the convention, may deter- 
mine be appointed to report the results 
of political action initiated by organized 
labor in the varicus states of the recent 
campaign; also, to consider and report 
what kind of organization is most ef- 
fective whereby labor, when it desires, 
can take political action as an auxiliary 
force without endangering or committing 
unions as organizations. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
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Resolution No, 4—By Delegate F. C. 

Lippert, of the Trades and Labor As- 

sembly, Sioux Falls, (S. D.): 

WHEREAS, The labor conditions of 
South Dakota have been on the down 
grade for some time past, and all but 
the old and tried unions are threatened 
with complete extinction by the organ- 
ization of citizen’s alliances, business 
men’s associations, ete., with which the 
now organized bodies are unable to cope 
without assistance; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully ask 
the Executive Council to be instructed to 
appoint an organizer under salary to work 
in the state of South Dakota for a period 
of three or six months, as the Executive 
Council deems advisable. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 5—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers’ on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, It is required by the au- 
thorities at the United States Rock Is- 
land arsenal at Rock Island, Ill., that all 
men engaged as journeymen in the sad- 
dlery shops be required to accept and 
make work under a minimum wage of 
two ($2) dollars per day, for the sup- 
posed purpose of determining their skill 
and general efficiency, before being grad- 
ed into the classes arranged by these 
authorities; and, 
WHEREAS, This condition works great 

injury to the men already graded; and, 

WHEREAS, All journeymen employed 
at the arsenals of the United States are 
required to pass the civil service require- 
ments, thus already establishing their 
mean standard of skill, and therefore en 
titling them to better recompense for 
their labor than the minimum as estab 
lished by the authorities hereinbefor 
mentioned; and, 

WHEREAS, As a local branch of th 
International United Brotherhood m 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, all, or 
nearly all of the members of which are 
employed at the Rock Island arsenal 
have complained of this condition; and, 

WHEREAS, There are other trade 
suffering under the same or similar con 
ditions in the several shops of the United 
States Army Ordnance Department; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, appoint 
at this convention a committee of three 
delegates, hefore which all delegates of 
international unions having members af- 
fected by the'conditions in question, shall 
and are hereby instructed to appear and 
confer with such committee, to the end 
that the committee as herein provided 
shall be competent to make such tangi- 
ble report to this convention, suggesting 
ways and means that will enable this 
convention to act intelligently and begin 
necessary efforts to completely overcome 
a the detrimental conditions complained 
of. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 6—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, It is evident to the mem- 
bers of the International United Broth- 
erhood of Leather. Workers on Horse 
Goods that the union stamp of this or- 
ganization is not receiving the deserving 
support of members of other international 
unions; and, 

WHEREAS, There are but a few trade 
unionists who can directly assist.in in- 
creasing the sale of union stamp harness, 
saddles, collars, horse boots and other 
saddlery products, it must necessarily de- 
volve upon all trade unionists to indirectly 
urge and encourage the demand for the 
union stamp On saddlery goods; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
again endorse the union stamp of the In- 
ternational United Brotherhood of Leath- 
er Workers on Horse Goods; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, By this convention, that 
the General Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be, and is 
hereby instructed to arrange a systematic 
campaign of advertising among its af- 
fillated organizations, suggestions that 
will tend to indirectly encourage the de- 
mand for the unioh label products that 
are not directly used or consumed by 
members of organized labor. 

Referreed to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 7—By Delegates Henry 

Fischer and A. McAndrews, of the To- 

bacco Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union has been, and is still 
engaged in a severe contest with the 
American and Continental Tobacco Com- 
panies, commonly known as the “Twin 
Trust”; and, 

WHEREAS, The said trust controls a 
large proportion of the output in the to- 
bacco industry, thus making it difficult 
for the tobacco workers to successfully 
push a boycott against each individual 
brand made by the trust; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers and 
organizers, give special aid and assist- 
ance to the tobacco workers in pushing 
a boycott against each individual brand 
and all brands of tobacco made by both 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Trusts; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated un- 
ions to assist the tobacco workers by vig- 
orously pushing a boycott against all 
brands of tobacco sold in their localities 
made by the American and Continental 
Tobacco Trusts, 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegates Henry 

Fischer and A. McAndrews, 

bacco Workers’ 

of the 

International Union: 

To- 
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WHEREAS, The blue label of the To- 
bacco Workers’ International Union rep- 
resents tobacco made under fair union 
conditions, by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The tobacco workers’ label 
is the only proof of the same, as it 
distinguishes union from non-union and 
trust-made tobacco; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
in Minneapolis, Minn., re-endorse the blue 
label of the Tobacco Workers’ Internat- 
ional Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby 
requested, to demand the blue label upon 
all tobacco and cigarettes he may pur- 
chase, thereby showing his loyalty to 
the cause of unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 9—By Delegate Gustav 

Dihle, of the Detroit (Mich.) Federation 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The condition throughout 
the state of Michigan regarding union 
labor is not as satisfactory as might be 
desired, and 

WHEREAS, The introduction of an 
organizer by the American Federation of 
Labor, with a view to cementing our 

would re- forces throughout the state, 
sult in great benefit, and 

WHEREAS, In the city of Detroit par- 
ticularly the various employers’ associa- 
tions have been vigilantly fighting or- 
ganized labor of Detroit systematically 
and have publicly stated that they in- 
tended to establish the so-called open 
shop in all crafts, hoping thereby to 
destroy our organization, and 
WHEREAS, The Detroit Federation of 

Labor has instructed its delegate to the 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor to request that convention to 
impress upon the Executive Council the 
necessity of placing an organizer of the 
American Federation of Labor in Michi- 
gan for a period of three months, at 
least; therefore, be it ? 

RESOLVED, That this convention does 
hereby request the Executive Council to 
concur in the suggestion of the Detroit 
Federation of Labor and place an or- 
ganizer in Michigan for a period of three 
months, or longer if possible. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 10—By Delegate Mar- 

cel Wille, representing Milkers’ Union No. 

8861: 

WHEREAS, This label is bringing good 
results in the way of unionizing the 
dairies of San Francisco and the sur- 
rounding counties, and 

WHEREAS, The withdrawal of this 
label at this time would prove detri- 
mental to this union, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the San _ Francisco 
Labor Council in regular meeting as- 
sembled this 26th day of October, 1906, 
that we urge the coming convention of 

the American Federation of Labor to en- 
dorse the label of the Milkers’ Union, No. 
8861; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, To forward a copy of 
these resolutions to the proper authori- 
ties of the American,Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 11—By Delegate John F. 

Ream, of the Iowa State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Iowa Federation of 
Labor, at its convention held in Ottum- 
wa, in May, 1906, condemned Federal 
Judge Smith McPherson for his unfair 
and unjust treatment of the striking ma- 
chinists of the Santa Fe railroad, and 
his evident partiality to that corporation; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Iowa Federation is hereby endorsed, and 
the Executive Council is urged to con- 
tinue its efforts in the next session of 
congress for the passage of the anti-in- 
junction bill. 

Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. : 

Resolution No, 12—By John F. Ream, 

representing Iowa Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that our postal laws should 
be so amended as to provide for carry- 
ing small parcels through the mails; 
and the Executive Council is hereby in- 
structed to do its utmost to secure such 
legislation at the next session of con- 
gress. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 

3—By Delegate F. C. 

Sioux Falls Trades and 

Resolution No. 

Lippert, of the 

Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The Sterling Mfg. Co., of 
Chicago, now has a contract with the° 
state of South Dakota, by which a great 
number of convicts of sa@id state are em- 
ployed in the manufacture of shirts for 
said company; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the products of the 
said Sterling Mfg. Co. shall be placed on 
the unfair list and receive publicity in 
the ‘“‘We do not patronize’’ column in the 
American Federationist. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 14—By Delegate Charles 

Lavin, of the Wilkes Barre, (Pa.) Central 

Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Several local unions in 
this vicinity have gone out of existence 
during the past three years for want of 
proper attention; therefore, be it i 

RESOLVED, That the Central Labot 
Union of Wilkes Barre and vicinity re- 
quest the convention about to convene 
at Minneapolis to instruct the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. to appoint a 
general organizer, a resident of Wilkes 
Barre, who will be reeommended by the 
Central Labor Union of Wilkes Barre and 
by the Building Trades Council of Wilkes 
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Barre, knowing that the trade union 
movement in this section of the state is 
to a great extent on the wane, we’ re- 
quest the appointment of an organizer 
who would be equal to the emergency, as 
such an organizer is essential at this 
time, 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 15—By 

tiago Iglesias: 

WHEREAS, The United States con- 
gress refuses to recognize the citizens of 
Porto Rico as such and guarantee them 
full constitutional rights—the absolute 
right to be American citizens—and re- 
fuses to extend such rights to the Porto 
Ricans, and 

WHEREAS, The only hope of the work- 
ing people and all the people of the Is- 
land of Porto Rico for improvement lies 
in the wise and beneficent and fair pol- 
icy which the government of the United 
States has in its power to confer and 
should by right confer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-sixth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urges upon the congress 
of the United States the extension of 
the principle of self-government to the 
people of Porto Rico; that the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 
cause to be introduced into congress a 
bill having for its purpose the establish- 
ment of self-government for Porto Rico; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the 
Foraker act under which the present gov- 
ernment of Porto Rico is established pro- 
vides that the executive officers of the 
different departments of Porto Rico shall 
constitute the ‘‘Executive Council’ of 
the island, and the Council exercises the 
functions of both a legislative and execu- 
tive character, we urge an amendment 
to said act which shall give to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico the right to elect the 
Executive Council instead of as now its 
members are appointed by the President 
of the United States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in the meantime 
and at any time, when any officer of the 
Government of Porto Rico is appointed 
by the President of the United States, the 
said appointee shall be a Porto Rican or 
an American bona fide resident of Porto 
Rico; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor demands that the nat- 
ional house of representatives recognize 
the people of Porto Rico as American cit- 
izens, and guarantee them the same 
rights and privileges possessed by the 
people of all other states and territories 
of this great nation; therefore, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the American Federation of Labor pledges 
to the working people and all the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico its sympathy, co-opera- 
tion and best efforts to secure for them 
the relief and the just rights to which 
they are entitled. 

Referred to Committee on President’s 

Report. 

Delegate San- 
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Resolution No. 46—By Delegate San- 

tiago Iglesias, of the Free Federation of 

“‘Workingmen, Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
Twenty-fourth Annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, and recom- 
mended to the National and International 
Associations of Meat Cutters, Barbers, 
Boot and Shoe Workers and Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’, and others in the United 
can Federation of Labor, recommended 
to the National and International As- 
sociations of Meat Cutters, Barbers, Boot 
and Shoe Workers and Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’, and others in the United 
States, to have their constitutions trans- 
lated into the Spanish language, as well 
as some leaflets and pamphlets for the 
purpose of organization and agitation 
among the workmen of Porto Rico, Cuba 
and Central: America, in order that they 
may become familiar with American 
methods and be enlightened upon the 
subject of benefits accruing from affilia- 
tion with the A, F. of L. which was 
changed to read that the Executive 
Council of the A. F, of L. have trans- 
lated into Spanish the constitutions and 
some leaflets of the trades unions men- 
tioned; and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary for the 
good of unionism in Porto Rico that the 
above resolution be carried out; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all the recommenda- 
tions which were made by the twenty- 
second annual convention be carried out. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 17—By Delegate San- 

tiago Iglesias, Free Federation of Work- 

ingmen, Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican delegate 
submits for consideration in this con- 
vention the important economical ques- 
tion directly affecting the agricultural 
workers of Porto Rico, referring to the 
buying of coffee in Porto Rico by the 
members of the American Federation of 
Labor all over the United States and 
Canada; and 

WHEREAS, It is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to the 
Porto Rico coffee among the united 
American workingmen, as it protects our 
brother coffee workers of Porto Rico; 
and 
WHEREAS, In the twenty-second an- 

nual convention, your Committee on 
Resolutions advise that the organized cof- 
fee producers and workmen use the label 
of the A. F. of L. to distinguish their 
product and further recommend that the 
purchasers of coffee give their preference 
to the coffee bearing said label; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor give absolute recognition 
and protection to the coffee of Porto 
Rico to be consumed or bought by ali 
the union workingmen in the United 
States and give truth and protection te 
the coffee of Porto Rico over the coffee 
from foreign countries among trades un- 
ions. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

XUM 
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Resolution No. 18—By Delegate Ernest 

Bohm, of the New York Central Fed- 

erated Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federaticn 
of Labor is unalterably opposed to the 
cpen shop system of wage slavery, as 
propagated by Parry and Post, their al- 
lies and organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers have been on strike against 
the open shop since August 10, 1905; and 

WHEREAS, The said strike was en- 
dorsed by the Twenty-fifth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Every honorable means 
has been employed by the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers to make a just 
and equitable settlement with their em- 
ployers without avail as the employers 
we have arrayed against us is the most 
powerful combination of capital that a 
labor organization has ever been called 
upon to combat. They have shown by 
their attitude that they are determined 
to destroy our organization, and thus be 
able to cut wages, lengthen hours and 
otherwise depress the Housesmiths and 
Bridgemen of the United States and Can- 
ada, They are aided in this by all the 
associations they are connected with 
financially, morally and otherwise; and 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers are just as determined to 
stay intact and function in the interests 
of the Iron Workers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Minneapolis con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor that the Bridge and _ Structural 
Iron Workers be aided to the full extent 
of the American Federation of Labor’s 
ability; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention levy 
a general assessment of one cent per 
member for four weeks on the affiliated 
unions, to be paid at once, for the relief 
of the Bridgemen; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention re- 
quest the presidents of the various Build- 
ing Trades to meet in committee to de- 
vise ways and means for instituting a 
concerted move against the open shop in 
the Building Trades; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its Executive 
Council, draw up a bill that will repeal 
the tariff law on steel products, and the 
Central Bodies and state branches to use 
their political power with congress for 
this purpose. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 

S. Maloney, of the Lawrence 

Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The city of Lawrence, 
Mass., is destined to become the greatest 
textile center in the new world; and 

WHEREAS, We are confronted by the 
fact that there are twenty-five different 
nationalities, making the problem of or- 
ae a very difficult one; therefore, 

e it 

19—By Delegate Robert 

(Mass.) 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
assist the Textile Workers’ Unions in the 
effort to crganize this great industrial 
center. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 20—By Delegates Wm. 

J. McSorley and Frank C. Roth, of the 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Interna- 

tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union, do hereby 
protest against the action of the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York City 
in refusing to seat Local No. 271 of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union in that body in place of 
the Independent Lathers’ Union of New 
York City, which has seceded from the 
International Union and has done every- 
thing within its power to antagonize our 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, We are of the opinion that 
had the Central Federated Union of New 
York City complied with the laws of the 
A. F. of L., as set forth in Article 4, 
Section 5, and Article 12, Section 1, and 
unseated this seceding local it would have 
been re-affiliated with the International 
Union long before this; and ; 
WHEREAS, We have used every hon- 

orable means to induce them to re-affil- 
iate with the International Union which 
they have absolutely, refused to do, it is 
our opinion that they will continue in 
this course just as lgng as they are har- 
bored by the Central Federated Union of 
New York City in pneference to the bona 
fide local of the International Union in 
that city; and 

WHEREAS, They have been instructed 
by the Executive Council and the Pitts- 
burg convention to comply with the law 
as it applies to Central Bodies, which 
= have absolutely ignored; therefore, 
e it . 

RESOLVED, That the convention as- 
scmbled instruct the President of the 
A. F. of L. to notify the Central Fed- 
erated Union of New York City to un- 
seet the seceding local and seat Local 
No. 271 of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union; and be it 
further 

RESOLvED, That the Central Feder- 
ated Union of New York City, failing to 
comply with the instructions of the con- 
vention within thirty days from the date 
of the adoption of this resolution, the 
President of the A. F. of L. shall stand 
instructed by the convention assembled 
to revoke the charter of said Central Fed- 
erated Union and immediately proceed to 
formulate a new Central Body in that 
city in accordance with the constitution 
of the A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 21—By Delegates Wm. 

J. McSorley and Frank C. Roth, of the 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 

national Union: 
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WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and Met- 
al Lathers’ Interenational Union do here- 
by enter protest against the action of 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers, inasmuch 
as they are encroaching on the jurisdic- 
tion claims of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union, which were 
approved of and conceded to us by the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid tactics are 
directly against the policy and principles 
of the A. F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers have at no time ever presented any 
claim of jurisdiction to the A. F. of L. 
covering the work that comes under the 
jurisdiction of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The action of the Inter- 
national Association of Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers at their Toronto con- 
vention by claiming the work which 
comes under the jurisdiction of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ International 
Union is a direct violation of the laws 
of the A. F. of L.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED That the A. F. of L. in 
convention assembled, go on record as 
disapproving of the action of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers encroach- 
ing on the jurisdiction claims of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention as- 
sembled instruct the International Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers to refrain from encroaching upon 
the jurisdiction claims of the Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers’ International Union. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances, 

Resolution No. 22—By -Delegates A. A. 

Myrup, Rudolph Schirra, of the Bakery 

and Confectionery Workers’ Internationa. 

Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The twelfth convention o¢ 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union, held in New York on 
Oct. 15, 1905, adopted one label only for 
bread, crackers and candy; and 
WHEREAS, The adoption of this label 

has caused a change in the make-up of 
the label, by the insertion of the label 
of the Typographical’ Union on the face 
of the former label, thereby causing a 
re-registration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-sixth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L. re- 
endorse and recognize this label as the 
only label of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of America. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 28—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup and Rudolph Schirra, of the Bak- 

ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 

tional Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The boycott placed on the 
products manufactured by the Cracker 
Trust, known as the National Biscull 
Co., with main offices at Chicago, IIl., 

and having branches throughout ithe 
country; and 
WHEREAS, It is the chief custom of 

this concern to hire non-union and child 
labor, trying to disrupt the organization 
of the Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers’ International Union by discriminating 
against the members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth 
annual convention:of the A. F. of L. re- 
affirm the boycott on this concern, and 
through its President request all its af- 
filiated organizations to instruct their 
members not to buy any product bearing 
the stamp of the National Biscuit Com- 
pany. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 24—By Delegates Ru- 

dolph Schirra and A. A. Myrup, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 

ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed, and re-endorsed, by 
= annual conventions of the A. F. of L.; 
an 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Co. 
still refuses to make a settlement with 
the Bakery and .Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America; there- 
fore, be it. 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the A, F. of L. re- 
affirm the boycott against the McKinney 
Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., and in- 
struct the incoming Executive Council 
to do all in their power to force the Me- 
Kinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., to 
make a settlement with the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International Un- 
ion of America, 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 25—By Delegate Whit- 

lam, of the Cleveland (O.) Trades and 

Labor Council: 

RESOLVED, That we do hereby ear- 
nestly request the delegates to report tc 
their respective locals that “Standard” 
sewing machines are unfair. The Stand 
ard Sewing Machine Co. having beer 
placed on the “unfair list” of the A. F. 
of L., after repeatedly refusing to mak2 
any adjustment of, or to submit to arbi- 
tration, the grievances of the machinists 
and other metal working trades on strike 
at the factory of said firm. We further 
request that all locals give these facts: 
as wide publication as possible to the 
end that their members and friends may 
withdraw their patronage from the Stand- 
ard Sewing Machine Co. until an equit- 

re of the difficulty is sce 
sured, 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 26—By Geo. B. Hargan, 

of the Firemen’s Association of Chicago, 

No. 12270: 

WHEREAS, The members of the fire 
departments of Chicago, Ill, Pittsburg, 



Pa., Alleghany City, Pa., Scranton, Pa., 
Omaha, Neb., Houston, Tex., and Tam- 
pa, Fla., have affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The members of these or- 
ganiizations are so affiliated for the pur- 
pose of improving their own conditions 
of life and the improvement of condi- 
tions of organized labor in general; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the fire 
department of the City of Chicago have 
carried on a continuous fight for the 
adoption of the so-called two-platoon sys- 

tem; and 
WHEREAS, The long fight for the two- 

platoon system can be made a glorious 
victory for the organized firemen of Chi- 
cago if properly encouraged at this time; 
and 

WHEREAS, The two-platoon system, 
for fire departments, reduces the hours 
of labor, increases the rate of pay and 
emancipates the firemen from a species 
of slavery that is a disgrace to the mu- 
nicipalities permitting its existence; and 

WHEREAS, The adoption of the two- 
platoon system in the fire departments 
throughout the country, would permit the 
members of the fire departments to en- 
joy the common privileges of American 
workmen; increase their usefulness as cit- 
izens and enable them to enjoy the bene- 
fits of the home and association with 
wives and children; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, by its delegates in reg- 
ular convention assembled, does hereby 
most heartily endorse the two-platoon 
system, as the most humane for the fire 
departments throughout the country and 
urges upon all municipal officers, fire 
department chiefs and fire department of- 
ficers and members of fire departments, 
the necessity of uniting in a universal 
demand for the adoption of the two-pla- 
toon system in the fire departments of 
their respective cities; be it further 

RESOLVED, That copies of this reso- 
lution be given to the press and copies 
sent to the mayors and legislative bodies 
of all municipalities; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 
spread upon the minutes of this con- 
vention. 

Referred to Committee on 

Resolution No. 27—By Delegate A. R. 

Saylor, of the Wilmington (Del) Cen- 

tral Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The condition of organ- 
ized Labor in Wilmington, Del., has come 
to such a deplorable state for the lack 
of proper representation of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and we feel that 

Resolutions. 

with proper support much good would 
be accomplished here, if not thoroughly 
organizing the city; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we earnestly desire 
an official representative of the American 
Federation of Labor to devote his time 
to the work here in this city; and, further 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
of Labor 

the 

ation 
do order 

in convention 
organizers to 

assembled 
devote their 
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Wil- whole time to the organizing of 
mington until such time as the city shall 
be successfully organized. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 

tave Dihle, 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, We believe that the widest 
publicity should be given to the declara- 
tion of principles and the platform of the 
American Federation of Labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the platform and the 
declaration of principles of the American 
Federation of Labor be printed in the of- 
ficial proceedings of this convention. 

28—By 
Detroit 

Delegate Gus- 

(Mich.) Federation 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 29—By Delegate Sam 

De Nedrey, C. L. U., Washington, D. C.: 

WHEREAS, The American Federatioy 
of Labor has, at each annual convention. 
for the past ten years, adopted resolu- 
tions denouncing anti-scalping laws and 
injunctions designed to prevent the sale 
of railroad transportation by others than 
appointed agents of railway corporations, 
and the use of such transportation by 
others than the original purchasers; and 

WHEREAS, The railway companies of 
the country, controlled by passenger as- 
sociations and mileage bureaus, continue 
to force upon travelers obnoxious con- 
tracts containing non-transferable pro- 
visions, requiring signatures and descrip- 
tions of the purchasers, and assume a 
right to confiscate transportation if such 
found in the hands of other than the 
original purchasers; be it 

RESOLVED, That the voice of this 
Federation contini to be raised against 
the monstrous in tice of this system 
of robbery and gr and that its power 
and influence be exerted to the securing 
of the adoption of laws by the legislatures 
of the various states, and by the con- 
gress of the United States, requiring that 
all railroad tickets and mileage be trans- 
ferable and good to bearer, 

RESOLVED, That resolutions hereto- 
fore adopted denouncing anti-scalping 
laws. city ordinances and iniuactions, 
prohibiting ticket brokerage, be, and they 
are hereby re-affirmed. 

Referred to C 

Res ion No. 30—By Cc. P. 

of the Eureka (Cal.) 

Trades: 

WHEREAS, The need for concerted 
movement in forwarding the sale of pro- 
ducts of organized labor beari1 
has become a pressing and 
one; and 

mmittee on R lutions 
LeSOlUTIONS.,. 

Burgess, 

Central Federated 

ig the Inbel 
recognized 

WHEREAS, The _ position of the va- 
rious organizations which have adopted 
the label can be materially strengthened 
and their power more effectually brought 
to bear in the manufacturing world 
through such proposed concerted action; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 
eration 

American 
Sales 

Fed- 
of Labor create a Depart- 
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ment for the purpose of sending out sales- 
men to act also as label league organ- 
izers and educators, and that a Commit- 
tee be appointed to secure contracts with 
manufacturers and deal2rs handling label 
goods, and to supervise and direct the 
Sales Department under such regulations 
as from time to time may be found ex- 

pedient to put in force for the careful 
and efficient management of such a de- 
partment. 

Referred to Committee on Organization, 

The convention was then adjourned to 

meet at 2 o’clock p. m. 

SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., Tuesday, November 13, President 

Gompers in the chair, 

Absentees—Dunn, Kelly, Law, Richard- 
son, Betchtold, Larger, Faulkner, Tarr, 
McCabe, Wulff, Barter, Walsh, Warner, 
Price, Donnelly, Call, Freeman, Wilson, 
Miller, Carey, Wilson, Dix, Shepard, 
Quick, Lambert, Sands, Kirk, Haw- 
ley, Heberling, Flood, Hibbert, Raasch, 
Morgan, Perkins (E. A.), Byrne, Stoner, 
Rothwell. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes 

of the preceding session was dispensed 

with. 

President Gompers—As none of the 

committees are ready to report at this 

time resolutions will be received. 

The 

duced: 

following resolution was  intro- 

Resolution No. 31—By Marcel Wille, of 

the Milkers’ Protective Union No. 8861: 

WHEREAS, The Milkers’ Protective 
Union No. 8861, of San Francisco, Cal., 
through a misunderstanding, adopted a 
label of its own design, and, 

WHEREAS, This label is bringing good 
results in the way of organizing the men 
of their craft in and around the city of 
San Francisco, and, 

WHEREAS, It would be detrimental to 
this union to withdraw their label at this 
time, and, 

WHEREAS, Milkers’ Union No. 8861, is 
now engaged in organizing the milkers 
throughout California, Oregon and Ne- 
vada, with a view to perfect a National 
Union, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at their 26th annual 
convention, grants the Milkers’ Union No. 
8861 the privilege to use their own label 
for one year, by which time a National 
organization must be perfected. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

President: Gompers—The next order of 
business will be the report of our fra- 

ternal delegates to the British Trades 

Union Congress, and I wish to introduce 

to you Delegate Frank K. Foster, who 

will read the report. 

Delegate Foster presented the follow- 

ing report: 

REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES 

TO THE BRITISH TRADES UNION 

CONGRESS. 

To the Officers and Members: 

Your representatives chosen as fra- 
ternal delegates to the thirty-ninth ses- 
sion of the British Trades Union Congress 
by the Pittsburg convention of this or- 
ganization, respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report: 

The Congress met in Liverpool, on 
Monday, Sept. 3, and was attended by 491 
delegates, representing 1,554,000 oragnized 
workers, the largest number yet affiliat- 
ed. It should be noted that the basis of 
representation in the Congress is one 
delegate for each 2,000 members and that 
trades councils and central labor bodies 
are not permitted to send delegates. 

A somewhat formidable array of may- 
ors, those of Liverpool, Bootle and Birk- 
enhead, united in extending a civic wel- 
come to the Congress. 

The opening address of the President of 
the Congress, Mr. D. C. Cummings, was 
sound and statesman-like. He referred 
to the successes won at the last general 
election and to the fact that over thirty 
members of Parliament were present at 
the convention. He made an urgent plea 
for unity of action and the subordinating 
of individual ambitions to the general 
welfare, He expressed a hopeful opinion 
as to the ultimate passage of a satisfac- 
tory trades disputes bill and workmen’s 
compensation act. 

At the outset of this report it may be 
well to call your attention to the fact 
that the British Trades Union Congress 
devotes its deliberations almost exclusive- 
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ly to the consideration of legislative af- 
tairs and its program is therefore «bare 
of many issues which lend variety if 
not harmony to the business of our own 
Federation conventions. It deals, for in- 
stance, with little propaganda of organ- 
ization among the respective trades, the 
label agitation is an almost unknown 
quantity, it does not undertake to assist 
financially its affiliated bodies in periods 
of industrial disputes; its soul is not 
vexed by the virulency bred of our 
chronic jurisdiction contests. Indeed, an 
attempt to introduce an instance of juris- 
diction claims was quickly side-tracked 
and the Congress left free to pursue what 
the delegates evidently considered af- 
fairs of greater pith and moment, I. e., 
questions of legislation and of parlia- 
mentary reforms. 

We recognized in this latter class of 
measures several hardy annuals with 
which we felt on terms of comfortable 
intimacy by virtue of our experiences in 
this body. One of these, the proposition 
for the establishing of courts of compul- 
sory arbitration in industrial disputes, 
precipitated an animated debate and the 
bringing out of much conflicting testi- 
mony as to the working of the plan in 
New Zealand. The proposition was, by 
a card vote, defeated by 938,000 to 541,000, 
a larger majority against it than that 
of the previous year. 

That our British brethren are, however, 
endowed with a magnificent optimism as 
to the possibilities and resources of state, 
aid was amply evidenced by the practical- 
ly unanimous passage of a demand for 
the establishment by the government of 
a national system of old age pensions, tu 
be universal in its application to all citi- 
zens, men and women, on attaining the 
age of 60 years, the pension to be at the 
rate of at least five shillings per week, 
and the entire cost to be contributed by 
means of imperial taxation. It may be 
also added that this proposition is em- 
bodied in the program of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. 

Considerable discussion was had over 
resolutions demanding that the govern- 
ment establish a minimum wage rate in 
public and municipal employment, it be- 
ing freely charged that non-union condi- 
tions had largely prevailed. A demand 
was-endorsed that a minimum wage rate 
of thirty shillings per week be established. 

Despite the opposition of the Durham 
Miners, the Congress again went on rec- 
ord in favor of establishing an eight-hour 
day in the mines by legal enactment. 

The principle of compulsory state in- 
surance is also endorsed by the Congress, 
and the Parliamentary Committee report- 
ed that the government has promised to 
take the question up with a view to thor- 
ough investigation. 

Several amendments to the present 
Workmen’s Compensation Act were en- 
dorsed, and it was reported that a most 
satisfactory bill is now pending. The bill 
applies to all classes of workmen except 
policemen, domestic servants and out- 
workers. 

A resolution was passed asking the la- 
bor group in Parliament to introduce a 
bill providing for the ‘nationalization of 

all railroads, canals, mines and minerals 
in the United Kingdom.” 

The question of the unemployed re- 
ceived considerable attention, and a sys- 
tem of public works as a means of relief 
was advocated. . It may be mentioned that 
the government has recently placed the 
sum of $1,000,000 at the disposal of the 
local government board as a means of 
temporary relief for the unemployed. 

After defeating the proposition for sev- 
eral previous years, the Congress voted 
to establish a monthly labor journal. 

Possibly the paramount question be- 
fore the Congress and the one that this 
convention will feel the greatest interest 
about, because of it being closely allied 
with our own position in regard to the 
courts of this country, was the Trades 
Disputes Bill, which has passed its sec- 
ond reading and is now before committee 
in Parliament. 

We take it that the delegates to this 
body are sufficiently familiar with the 
inspiration and record of this bill to ren- 
der unnecessary the detail of its history- 
You are all aware that it is the outcome 
of the Taff Vale decision which threat- 
ened the extinction of the trade union 
treasuries of Great Britain, at least as a 
militant weapon, that the failure of past 
governments to provide an adequate leg- 
islative remedy for this condition of af- 
fairs contributed very materially to the 
causes which brought about the political 
upheaval at the last general election, and 
that the returning of a large number of 
members of Parliament with trades union 
ecards in their pockets, together with @ 
huge Liberal majority, has resulted in the 
rehabilitation of the Trades Disputes Bill 
and its passage to a second reading in a 
form approximating that desired by the 
Trades Union Congress. 
We herewith submit, as a matter of 

record, the bill as it now stands amend- 
ed in committee: 

A bill (as amended in committee) to pro- 

vide for the regulation of Trades Unions 

and Trade Disputes. - 

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excel- 
lent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this pres- 
ent Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 

1. The following paragraph shall _ be 
added as a new paragraph after the first 
paragraph of section three of the Con- 
spiracy and Protection of Property Act, 

ioi— 

“An act done in pursuance of an agree- 
ment or combination by two or more per- 
sons shall, if done in contemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute, not be 
actionable unless the act, if done with- 
out any such agreement or combination, 
would be actionable as a tort.” 

2. (1) It shall be lawful for one or 
more persons, acting on their own be- 
half or on behalf of a trade union in 
contemplation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute, to attend, peaceably and in a 
seasonable manner, at or near a house 
or place where a person resides or works 
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or carries on business or happens to be, 
if they so attend merely for the purpos¢ 
of obtaining or communicating informa- 
tion, or of persuading any person to work 
or abstain trom working. 

(.) Section seven of the Conspiracy and 
Protection of Property Act, 1875, is here- 
by repealed from ‘‘attending at or near’ 
to the end of the section, 

38. An act done by a person in con- 
templation or furtherance of a trade dis- 
pute shall not be actionable as a tort 
on the ground only that it induces some 
other pe-son to break a contract of em- 
ployment or that it is an interference 
with the trade, business, or employment 
of some other person, or with the right 
of some other person to dispose of his 
capital or his labor as he wills. 

4. An action against a trade union, or 
any branch thereof, whether of workmen 
or masters, or against any members of 
officials thereof on behalf of themselves 
and all other members of the trade union 
for the recovery of damages in respect 
of any tortious act alleged to have been 
committed by or on behalf of the trade 
union, shall not be entertained by any 
court; provided that nothing in this sec- 
tion shall affect the liability of the trus- 
tees of such unions to be sued in the 
events provided for by the Trades Union 
Act, 1871, section nine. 

5. (1) This Act may be cited as the 
Trade Disputes Act, 1906, and the Trade 
Union Acts, 1871 and 1876, and this Act 
may be cited together as the Trade Union 
Acts, 1IS71L to 1906. 

(2) In this Act the expression “trade 
union’ has the same meaning as in the 
Trade Union Acts, 1871 and 1876. 

The direct bearing of this bill vpon the 
subject of our judicial relations in this 
country seem to warrunt at this time a 
few brief citations from the analysis made 
of it by an eminent member of the Mas- 
sachusetts bar, the Hon. George Fred 
Williams, acting in behalf of the Boston 
Central Union. He says: 

“Clause 1 of the bill provides that 
an act done in combination by two or 
more persons shall, if done in contempla- 
tion or furtherance of a trade dispute, 
not be actionable unless it would be ac- 
tionable ,if done by one person.’ This 
provision is an extension of the act of 
1875, which provided that such a com- 
bination should not be deemed criminal 
unless it would be a criminal offence if 
done by one person. 

“The government 
empt from civil action all acts in the na- 

now proposes to ex- 

ture of a so-called comspiracy to do 
things which would not be actionable if 
done by one person. 

“Considering that the labor unions, be- 
fore Congress, have not even been able 
to secure the enactment of the terms of 
the English statute relating to criminal 
conspiracy, the present attitude of the 
English government is in marked con- 
trast with that of our United States 
Congress.”’ 

Clause 2 of the government’s Dill re- 
lates to ‘“‘picketing’’ and provides that 
“the trade union cr persons acting in 

their own behalf, in contemplation or in 
furtherance of a trade dispuce, iiay estabd- 
lish pickets in a peaceabDie and reason- 
able manner if it is done with the ob- 
ject of obtaining or communicating in- 
tormation or persuading some persun Lo 
work or to abstain from working.. The 
bill contains no provisions as to the consent 
of any person to such efforts to obtain 
information or persuade other persons not 
to work. This is a remarkably open 
and liberal provision for picketing and 
would appear to place the burden upon 
the employer of proving that the object 
of the pickets was other than tnat 
of obtaining information or persuading 
workmen, 

Clause 3 provides that an act done by 
a person in contemplation or furtherance 
of a trade dispute shall not be actionable 
as a tort on the ground only that it in- 
duces some other person to break a con- 
tract of employment or that it is an in- 
terference with the trade, business or 
employment of some other person or with 
the right of some yNerson to dis- 
pose of his capital or his labor as he 
wills, 

This is a most remarkable attack upon 
the whole basis of the former i#ngiish 
law relating to actions of tort arising 
out of labor disputes It also directly 
denies the law now established in Massa- 
chusetts in these respects: 

First: The law which has been adopt- 
ed here from the English decisions mak- 
ing it a tort and a basis for injunction to 
conspire to break a contract of employ- 
ment or to actually break a contract of 
employment. 

Second: The law which gives to an 
employee or employer a cause for ma- 
liciously interfering with his trade, busi- 
ness or employment. 

Third: The law which gives to an em- 
ployee or an employer a right of action 
for an interference with him in dispos- 
ing of his capital or labor as he wills. 

The fourth clause of the English bill 
was substituted in Parliament with the 
consent of the government for its origi- 
nal measure and provides as follows: 

“An action against a trade union, 
whether of workmen or masters, or 
against any members thereof or on be- 
half of themselves and the members of 
the trade union for the recovery of dam- 
ages in respect to any tortious act al- 
leged to have been committed by or on 
behalf of the trade union shall not be 
entertained by any court, provided that 
nothing in this section shall affect the 
liability of the trustees of such unions 
to be sued in the events provided for 
by the Trades Unions Act of 1871, Sec- 
tion 9.” 

’ This clause is intendcd to set aside th 
law established in the Taff Vale decision 
and is certainly a mest remarkable pro- 
vision, inasmuch as it exempis trade 
unions from actions for damages in re- 
spect of any tortious act. In other words, 
it is an entire denial of a right of action 
against a trade union for liability in tort. 
It even goes so far as to exempt mem- 
bers thereof. Indeed, as the bill now 
stands an amendment has been accepted 
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by the government including in the ex- 
emption not only the trade union but 
any branch of the trade union or any of- 
ficers thereof. 

“These propositions for trade union leg- 
islation are the most remarkable in the 
history of the world and _ should be 
watched with intense interest by the labor 
interests of this country. 

“It is evidently the purpose of the pres- 
ent government to eliminate a great part 
of the established litigation over trade 
disputes and to teave the forces which 
are struggling for the mastery in trade 
disputes qa free field for conducting their 
controversies, without the interference of 
the courts.” 

The Trades Union Congress, after a 
discussion of the report of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, bearing upon this 
subject, with which it appeared to be 
mainly in accord, passed a resolution to 
the effect that no bill would be satis- 
factory which did not secure complete 
immunity of the funds of the union from 
litigation upon trades disputes, 

The reports of the. various fraternal 
delegates to the Congress contained much 
matter of interest to your representatives, 
especially that of Mr. Issac Mitchell, 
Secretary of the General Federation of 
Trades, an organization which is perhaps 

|Number of Trade 

more nearly akin to the A. F. of lL. 
than any other, as it is an alliance be- 
tween the trades for economic move- 
ments and mutual defence. 

This organization now has a member- 
ship affiliated of over 501,000, increasing 
over 100,000 during the past year, and has 
105 societies affiliated. It has over $700,- 
000 in its reserve fund. and its run- 
ning expenses are practically defrayed 
by the interest on its investment. As this 
organization was not formed until 1899, 
its rapid growth would seem to indicate 
that the trades unionists of Great Brit- 
ain are fully satisfied that it has a broad 
and legitimate field for its activities. 

Through the courtesy of Secretary 
Mitchell, we were furnished with a copy 
of the report of C. Legien, International 
Secretary of the National Centre of 
Trades Unions, issued from Berlin in De- 
cember, 1905, which gives the progress of 
Federation and Union movements in the 
various European countries and Great 
Britain. We deem this information of 
sufficient value to append a few ex- 
tracts from the report and Secretary 

_Legien’s tabulated statement: 

In the 13 countries tabulated, not in- 
cluding France and Belgium, the reports 
show a total of 4,226,738 trade unionists, 
as follows: 

Belonging to the National Central Organiza- 
tion are 

Union members Central | _ Local Posettier 
Federations | Societies CQStinee 

CountTRY¥ \| | 7 - 
1] | 

5 | | || “ 
| 2 b |e | 22 
1 B@}] $uei g |B) 8 & | 3a 

_. & || & e Wes, bag 5 39 
= i = S i, io = a Se 
< li a a | Ga a a oO 

I eet \| | \| , Rese 
Great Britain ...... serevedos || 1889590, ? |{100 | || -- | «++ || 469590 | 10340 
The Netherlands ............|| 37221] 2680 || 14 || 26 | 1150 |} #671 | ..... 
Denmark .....00. eeeks bheee se ||} 897838! 2? 47 | || 14 | 573 || 67503 | ? 
BWEGEN: eccccsccece Se teecavess 104999| 7012 || 30 81680 || 1|{ 56 || 81736 | 
NOrWaAy  ..cscececeees seeesees 16227, ? | 10 8598 || IL | 445 || 9043 | 
Germany .ccccccccesesccccecs | 1466625; ? || 63 [1052108 || ... | ... |{1052108 | 
AUSULIA 2... cece ecccccceccceces | 205651)14415 45 | 189121 446 (16530 205651 | 
Hungary ..cseses eeeeeecceees || 538169} 2099 || 17 | 47657 27 | 5512 || 53169 
BOPVIR § wcccccccccccesesccsecse | 29% 55 21 | eos ose | 2932 
BUIBOTIO.  caccvecrcscvnsvesece | ry a) | ee | 38 | 1672 | 1672 
Switzerland . ....cccccccccccces 41862| ? 22 | 26784 || ... ee || 26784, 7 
TEMES | Wesewrcd eresucewarenesen 260102; ? || 20 | 175102 || ? | 85000\| 260102 | ? 
BPGIN occcccccccccccvesceveces \| 56900| ? 9 | 23933 || 184 | 32967 56900 | ? 

| 398 |2149956 || 747 |143905||2293861 | 81784 

Adding the estimate number in France 
and Belgium compiled from other sources, 
we have a grand total of 4,962,314, of 
which number about 82,000 are women. 

The report of Secretary Legien goes on 
to state ‘that the international union of 
Trade Unions, which until now only ex- 
isted among European countries, will 
soon extend to the most important coun- 
tries of other continents, especially to 
the United States of America and Aus- 
tralia.” 

The wishes of our American comrades 
as to the mode of delegation to the in- 
ternational conferences, as well‘ as the 
time of these, conveyed to us in a letter 
from Mr. Gompers, have been fulfilled by 
the fourth conference at Amsterdam. So 
the American Federation of Labor will 

find no more hindrance to its affiliation to 
the international secretariat of the na- 

tional Trade Union central organizations 

and its participation in the international 
conferences, 
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In England the General Federation 
formed the only national economic Trade 
Union center, but the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, annually elected by the Trade 
Union Congress, sees to the political in- 
terests of the workers, while the Labor 
Representation Committee with which 
one-half of the 'T'rade Unions are affiliat- 
ed, is making preparations for the elec< 
tion of workers’ representatives for Par- 
liament, 

In the Netherlands a national center of 
Trade Unions based on the principle of 
class struggle besides the National Ar- 
beids-Secretariaat has been formed. 

Besides Trade Union rights the latter 
wants to bring about, through legisla- 
tion, an improvement in the position of 
the workers, whilst the Trade Unions 
joined together in the Arbeids-Sacre- 
tariaat do not want to have anything to 
do with agitating for legislation favor- 
able to the workers. The newly formed 
national center has already the greater 
number of Trade Unions, amongst which 
is the strongest organization, the Dia- 
mond Workers’ Federation. There are 
furthermore three religious national cen- 
ters, the Christian Workers’ Secretariate, 
the Roman Catholic People’s Association, 
and the General Federation of Dutch 
Workers. The Trade Union movement 
in this country shows great division. 

In Denmark there is besides the Sam- 
virkende Fagforbund, a _ Federation of 
Christian Trade Unions, which is how- 
ever quite unimportant. Nothing can be 
ascertained of its work and extension. 

In Sweden there is no other national 
center of Trade Unions besides the Lands- 
organisation i Sverge, and in Norway, be- 
sides the Abeidernes fagl. Landsorganisa- 
tion i Norge, 

In Germany there are three other na-— 
tional Trade Union centers besides the 
General Commission of Trade Unions; 
The center of the Christian Trade 
Unions, that of the Hirsch-Dunker Trade 
Societies (Liberal Burgeois), and that of 
the local societies (Anarcho-Socialist). 

These national centers are in strongest 
opposition to one another and fight con- 
tinually, their political opinions being 
very different. In cases of strikes, how- 
ever, the members of these organiza- 
tions generally go forward together, but, 
sometimes these fights lead to differ- 
ences, and it has happened that in cases 
of strikes of the members of central fed- 
erations, the Hirsch-Duncker and Chris- 
tian Trade Unions have put blacklegs at 
the disposal of the employers. 

In Austria there is no national center < 
besides the Trade Union, Commission. A 
commission of Czech speaking workers 
formed in 1896 in Prague has lately tried 
to bring about a union of the Czech 
.workers in special organizations, to ex- 
tend over the whole country and under 
the Prague Commission. The Congress 
of Austrian Trade Unions, at which the 
representatives of Czech speaking work- 
ers also took part, refused to accept this 
effort of national division of the Aus- 
trian Trade Union movement, 

In Switzerland, besides the Swiss Trade 
Union Association, there exists the na- 
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tional center of Christian Trade Unions. 
These have organizations with together 
20,000 members belonging to them. Wheth- 
er this account, made by the Christian 
Trade Union paper, The Worker, is cor- 
rect cannot be ascertained. In French 
Switzerland there is further a society 
calling itself the Roman Trade Union As- 
sociation, which has but a few sections 
with a small number of’ members, 

In Italy there exists no national center 
besides the Segretariato centrale della 
Camera delle Federazione di resistenza. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT. 

The co-operative union was represented 
in the congress by Mr. James Johnston. 
The magnitude of this movement is 
scarcely appreciated on this side of the 
Atlantic. According to the statement of 
its representative, it now has a mem- 
bership of 2,250,000, a captial of $150,000,- 
000, and a trade of $500,000,000 per annum. 
The movement indicated by these figures 
cannot be ignored in considering the eco- 
nomic conditions in Great Britain. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN. 

Although but two women delegates 
were in attendance at the congress, yet 
all the evidence points to the fact that 
in the organization of women workers the 
British movement has quite exceeded 
the American. The annual report of the 
Women’s Trades Union League shows 
that that body alone has added over 11,- 
000 members during the past year, The 
League is also active in legislative work 
and in securing the legal rights of work- 
ing women. 

NOT A KINDRED 

ONE. 

¥ In_ considering the outside influences 
which more or less affect British Trades 
unionism, it may be permissible to note 
that the Citizen’s Alliance of this coun- 
try is antedated in England by the ‘“Nat- 
ional Free Labour Association,’ which 

f in its fourteenth annual report boasts of 
. being ‘‘the greatest labour supply asso- 

world.’’ It claims, in the 
fourteen years of its existence to have 
enrolled over 600,000 workers and to have 
defeated over 546 ‘‘senseless strikes.’’ Not 
knowing whether the veracity of its of- 
ficial statements is of the same choice 
quality as that of its American counter- 
part, the Citizen’s Alliance, we refrain 
from comment, merely noting the fact 
that certain low down streaks of human 
cussedne&Ss manifest themselves on either 
side of the Atlantic. 

THE POLITICAL PROGRAM. 

It is probable that no phase of the 
British Trades Union movement has been 
watched with keener interest by Ameri- 
can trades unionists than its political 
program, which resulted in the election 
of a large number of trades unionists to 
parliament and_ contributed materially 
towards changing the political complexion 
of the government at the last -general 
election. While it is true that for over 
thirty years trades unionists have been 
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elected to parliament by their unions and 
supported while there from the union 
funds, the year 1906 was the first to wit- 
ness the return of labor candidates in such 
large numbers, The part played by the 
Trades Union Congress in bringing about 
this result was as follows: 

After the adjournment of the congress 
of 1905, the Parliamentary Committee, 
believing that the time was ripe for a 
vigorous campaign for desired legislation, 
circularized the various industrial cen- 
ters upon pending legislation and asking 
for a conference with the local represen- 
tatives for the purpose of furthering this 
end. 

This was followed by the distribution 
of a million copies of a manifesto alleg- 
ing that the resolutions of the con- 
gress could only be made law by the re- 
turn of labor members to parliament and 
urging wage earners to vote only for 
candidates pledged to the trades union 
program, which embraced the following 
measures: 

The principles embodied in the Trades 
Disputes bill. 

The amendment of the Compensation 
Act, so as to give compensation to all 
workers in every trade from the date of 
the accident. 

The amendment of the Truck Act, to 
prevent stoppages of any description from 
wages. 

The amendment of the Unemployed Act, 
so that employment can be found, at 
Trade Union rates, for those unable to 
obtain work. 

The abolition of enforced Chinese la- 
bor in South Africa. 

The establishment of 
Fund at 60 years of age. 

An extension of the 
Working Classes Act. 

The Returning Officers’ Fees to be a 
charge upon the National Exchequer. 

Adult Suffrage, and the establishment 
of an eight-hour working day. 

Acting under Standing Order No. 11, 
the Committee also endorsed the can- 
didature of every labor candidate who 
furnished a satisfactory answer to the 
following questions: 

(1) Are you in general agreement with 
the reforms endorsed by the Trade Un- 
ion Congress? 

(2) Has your candidature 
dorsed— 

(a) By a bona fide Trade Union? 

(b) By the General Federation of 
Trade Unions? or 

(c) By the Labor’ Representation 
Committee 

Fifty-three parliamentary candidates 
were thus endorsed and thirty-one of 
them were returned as members of par- 
liament, including eight members of the 
Parliamentary Committee. 

The Labor Representation Committee 
to which reference is here made, has 
general charge of the political machinery 
used in the conduct of an election. It 
was formed as the result of a call issued 
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by vote of the Trades Union Congress 
by the Parliamentary Committee and 
originally contemplated membership of 
delegates from the congress, the Indepen- 
dent Labor party, the Co-operative So- 
cieties and the Social Democratic Fed- 
eration. 

The co-operators decided not to parti- 
pate as yet; the Social Democratic Fed- 
eration came in, but shortly withdrew, 
thus leaving the L. R. C. made up of del- 
egates from the two first named bodies. 

As to the numerical strength of the 
various political parties at the last gen- 
eral election, President Cummins in his 
annual address quoted from the parlia- 
mentary guide as follows: 

Liberal votes, 2,417,979. 
Unionist votes, 2,200,898. 
Combined Labor votes, 473,987. 
Social Democratic, 41,820. 

We are credibly informed by those in 
a position to speak with accuracy that 
of the combined Labor vote that  prob- 
ably nine-tenths are from members of 
trades unions, 
Your delegates have been repeatedly in- 

terrogated since their return to this coun- 
try as to their opinion of the labor po- 
litical movement in Great Britain, as to 
its ultimate effect upon the trades un- 
ions themselves, and as to the compara- 
tive conditions surrounding such a move- 
ment in Great Britain and America. 

We are clearly sensible of the fact that 
our mission abroad was that of fraternal 
delegates, not that of critical analyists. 
It may, nevertheless, be quite within the 
scape of our mission to recite briefly some 
purely personal impressions received by 
us upon the points covered by these in- 
terrogations during the superficial obser- 
vation which the limited time at our 
disposal could, of course, only permit us 
to make. 

Your delegates are agreed in the opin- 
ion that, so far as the form which it has 
taken in Britain is concerned, the _ poli- 
tical labor movement is in an experimen- 
tal, not to say tentative, stage. In other 
words, while there can be little doubt 
as to the existing widespread determina- 
tion of trade unionists to obtain legisla- 
tive reforms, there is no such unanimity 
as to the choice of the machinery by 
which this end shall be accomplished. 
The Labor vote made itself felt as a 
tremendous power in the last general 
election. 3ut there were other contribu- 
tory causes which brought about the re- 
sult at the polls and should these causes 
be removed, as seems now likely, the 
future of a class party with unionists 
forming the bulk of the membership 
seems at least problematical. In fact, 
the rearrangement now going oy in the 
tabor group in parliament emphasizes this 
doubt. 

Our British brothers have certain ad- 
vantages over American trades union- 
ists in electing members of their nationaT 
legislative body. By reason of the pre- 
vailing system of choosing constituencies 
they can utilize the strength of the va- 
rious industrial centers in a manner we 
cannot do. There is, moreover, a greater 
homogeneity _in their membership, a 
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greater uniformity of race and creed and 
outlook than in our many sided and much 
diversified membership, All this has to 
be taken into account in seeking com- 
parisons. 

As near as we could ascertain, the 
trades union ‘treasuries contribute at 
least seven-eighths of the fund from 
which the Labor Representation Commit- 
tee draws the sinews of war with which 
to conduct the political campaign. On 
the other hand in the selection of candi- 
dates it appears that the proportion has 
been reversed, This may be interpreted 
in one of two ways: either that the Brit- 
ish Socialists possess an unusually large 
number of candidates of eminent fitness 
for office, or that they are much more 
skilful in playing the political game than 
the pure and simple trades unionists. 

Scarcely one-third of the British trades 
unionists are, as yet, contributing to this 
political fund, and in the unenrolled ma- 
jority are to be found many of the older 
and more powerful unions. 

It was suggested to your delegates from 
several sources—and we report the sug- 
gestion for what it is worth, as naturally 
the truth of the statement was beyond 
our opportunities for verification—that 
the fact that so many of the trades un- 
ion officials and leaders were either hold- 
ing public office or were prospective can- 
didates therefor, by no means contributed 
to the economic efficiency of the trades 
union position held by them. While it 
may be and doubtless is true that politi- 
cal ambitions are not apt to exactly 
harmonize with the routine of clerical and 
executive duties, we nevertheless prefer 
to believe that the calibre of British un- 
ion leaders is such as to cause them to 
rise superior to the personal considera- 
tions which might reasonably be expected 
to influence the ordinary office seeker. 

One phase of the’ British political 
movement as it affects the trades union 
movement, from which we are happily 
free in the deliberation of this body, 
arises out of the fact that the political 
program adopted by the Trades Union 
Congress embraces a demand for secu- 
lar education, 

The trade union section of the Cath- 
olic Federation has issued a vigorous pro- 
test against this section of the program, 
in which it says 
enough reforms on which all can be 
united. The question now arises if it is 
possible for those af us who are Catholics 
and who place our faith and the faith 
of our children to conscientiously take 
any part in the policy outlined. We can- 
not do so in justice to our religious con- 
victions.”” The manifesto also points out 
that it is not reasonable to expect Cath- 
olics to contribute to a fund for carrying 
on a campaign for secular education. 
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“that there are quite’ 

We repeat, in leaving this branch of 
our report, our previouS opinion, that 
while the trades union political move- 
ment in Great Britain is in a very in- 
teresting experimental stage, yet its lines 
are by no means fixed, nor is the move- 
ment by any means committed to the 
creation of a separate and distinct party 
machine upon class lines; nor, more- 
over, in our judgment will it become so 
identified. Nearly three generations of 
trades union teaching has taught the 
British trades unionist the value of an 
independent ballot and the methods by 
which this independent ballot can be 
advantageously used, but in our judgment 
he is by no means arrived at that stage 
when he is convinced of the wisdom of 
identifying his trades union organization 
with that of any political party, no mat- 
ter by what name it calls itself. 

Note—Since the above paragraph was 
written the Miners’ Federation whose 
conference closed on Oct. 5, voted, 101,- 
714 to 92,222 to abstain from joining the 
Independent Labor party and to main- 
tain their own representation in parlia- 
ment, 

We desire. in conclusion, to express our 
sincere appreciation of the uniform coure 
tesy and hospitality extended to us both 
by_the officials of the congress and. by 
individual ynionists. We are under deep 
obligations to the members of the Par- 
liamentary Committee who did all in 
their power to make our stay in Liver- 
pool a pleasant one. Also to the mem- 
bers of the Association of Fraternal Ex- 
Delegates to America, present at the 
congress who extended us especial cour- 
tesies. 

In Glasgow Mr. 
Pattern Makers’ 
true Scottish 

David Fulton of the 
Association showed us 

hospitality. Fraternal FEx- 
Delegate Mr. William Mosses, accom- 
panied us to London, acted as guide to 
places of historic interest and incidentally 
safeguarded your unsophisticated delega- 
tion from the .wiles of the’ metropolis 
While in the latter city we were the re- 
cipients of personal courtesy from Mr. 
William M, Thorne, M. P., from the Right 
Honorable John Burns, and many others. 

Respecifully submitted, 

FRANK K. FOSTER. 
JAMES WILSON. 

Treasurer Lefinon asked for a meeting 

of all delegates representing label trades, 

to be held in the hall immediately after 

the adjournment of the convention, to 

consider the question of a universal label. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon, the 

convention was adjourned at 3 o’clock to 

meet at 9 a. m., Wednesday, November 14. 



THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

9 o'clock a. m., Wednesday, November 14, 
1906, President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees—Myrup, Schirra, Dunn, To- 
bin, Baine, Murphy, Kemper, Law, Rich- 
ardson, Tracy, Fay, Ketter, Winn, Rici.- 
ert, Larger, Hayes, Tarr, Wulff, Roth, 
Barter, Walsh, Warner, Grout, Freeman, 
Bradley, Carey, Wilson, Dix, Gund, Shep- 
ard, Mahon, Commons, McMorrow, Sands, 
Kirk, Hawley, Heberling, Flood, Grace, 
Hibbert, Raasch, Powell, Morgan, Enten- 
za, Byrne, Stoner, Sheridan, Hewitt (J. 
A.), Rothwell, Joyce, Campbell, Zihlman, 
Hedly, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Porter, Guye, Fitzpatrick, Glenn, Cooney, 
Summerville, Hill, Saylor, Biddle, Wood- 
mansee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), Jones, 
Hargan, D’Alessandro. 

The reading of 

pensed with. 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

the minutes was dis- 

Credentials, reported as follows: 

The Committee on Credentials recom- 

mends the seating of the following dele- 
gates: 

Kewanee, Ill., Central Labor Union, A. 

J. Whitney, 1 vote. 

Oelwein, Iowa, Central Labor Union, J. 

Cc. Crellin, 1 vote. 

Rockmer’; Protective Union 10631, Tito 
Pacelli, 3 votes. ‘ 

Nashville, Tenn., C. L. U., M. J. Noonan, 

1 vote. 

And the seating of Fred A. Paulitsch 
as the third delegate from the Amalga- 

mated Sheet Metal Workers’ International 

Association; John T. Smith, as the ad- 

ditional delegate from the Cigarmakers’ 

International Union, and C. E. James, as 

proxy for Cc. L. Baine, of the Boot and 

Shoe Workers’ Union; to substitute the 

name of Stephen C. Hogan for that of 

Walter V. Price as delegate from the 

Marble Workers’ International Associa- 

tion. 

We have examined the credential of W. 
Wes. Tubbs, of the American Society of 

Equity (Farmers’ Union), and recom- 

.as fraternal delegates from the 

mend that he be seated as fraternal dele- 

gate from that body without vote. 

On the protest of the Boilermakers’ 

against the Baltimore Federation of Labor 

and against the Boston C. L. U., as those 

matters deal largely with the protests 

the committee reported on this morning, 

we recommend that it be referred to the 

Grievance Committee, as well as the pro- 

test of Riggers’ Union No. 11561. 

We have examined the credentials of 

Thomas Emmerton, T. S. Morrell, N. C. 
Crawley, P. L. Scritsmier,, C. N. Luce, 

Ameri- 

can Society of Equity, and we recommend 

that they be seated without vote. 

On motion of Delegate Dold the repor 

of the committee was concurred in, 

Delegate Furuseth, for the Committee 

on President’s Report, reported as fol- 

lows: 

The Committee on President’s Report 

desires to make a partial report, and con- 

cur in the recommendation of the Presi- 

dent to appoint a special committee to 

consider the question of an eight-hour 

day. 

On motion of Delegate Dihle the report 

of the committee was received and the 

recommendation concurred in.- 

Delegate Foster—The Committee on 

President’s Report also recommends that 

that part of the report relating to a 

change in the constitution be referred to 

the Committee on Laws. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was received and the recommendation 

concurred in. 

Delegate Foster—The committee also 

recommends that that part of the Presi- 

dent’s report relating to jurisdiction dis- 

putes between the Carpenters and Wood- 

workers, the Seamen and Longshoremen, 

and others, be referred to the Committee 

on Grievances. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was received and the recommendation 
concurred in. 

(103) 
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Delegate Kellington, of the local ar- 

rangements committee, invited all the 

delegates and ladies present to take part 

in a trolley ride through the Twin Cities 

on Wednesday ‘afternoon. 

Delegate Lavin—I move that the invita- 

tion be accepted by the delegates. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Collins, of St. Paul, invited 

the delegates to be present at a meeting 

to be held in the People’s Church, St. 

Paul, Friday evening, November 16th. He 

stated that the meeting would be ad- 

dressed by many prominent labor lead- 

ers. 

Delegate Sullivan—I move you that the 

invitation be accepted in the spirit in 

which it is extended. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Treasurer Lennon moved that the fra- 

ternal delegates from the American So- 

ciety of Equity be given an opportunity 

to speak. (Seconded.) 

Vice President Duncan—I desire to 

amend the motion by adding, and that 

inasmuch as there are nine delegates 

from the Farmers’ Organization here for 

the purpose indicated by Brother Lennon’s— 
motion, that a special committee of nine 

be appointed to confer with them upon 

this important subject and report back 

to the convention, 

The amendment was seconded and car- 

ried, and the original motion as amended 

was carried. 

Vice President O’Connell in the chair. 

Treasurer Lennon was delegated to 

escort the nine delegates from the Farm- 

ers’ Organization to the platform. 

Mr. M. Wes. Tubbs was introduced by 

the President, and said: 

Mr. President, Delegates and Ladies: It 

affords me the greatest pleasure to come 

before this convention of the American 

Federation of Labor. I have a most ex- 

cellent text on the subject of equity 

from the remarks of Delegate Duncan,. 

when he insisted that,a committee be 

appointed to meet with us to get in 

tangible form a proposition for your con- 

sideration. I know that the farmers 

may be a little late in recognizing or- 

ganized labor. The American Society of 

Equity is the pioneer farmers’ organiza- 

tion in coming before the -world with a 

proposition that will benefit every legiti- 

mate industry. Former organizations of 
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farmers sought to benefit themselves by 

pulling other industries down. They 

sought to benefit themselves largely by 

buying their commmodities at a lower 

price; they established stores and buy- 

ing agencies, and communicated with 

firms all over this broad land in an en- 

deavor to find a place where they could 

get these commodities cheaper than they 

could at home. The American Society 

of Equity teaches that the farmer can 

benefit himself by benefiting others. We 

try to combat the idea that the farmer 

must fight everybody else to benefit him- 

self. That belief among the farmers has 

been the hardest proposition for our or- 

ganizers to overcome, as is proven by the 

tens of thousands of letters passing 

through my hands. We try to make the 

farmer understand that he must co- 

operate with other industries. Our prop- 

osition will benefit the laboring man as 

much as it will the farmer and the busi- 

ness man. It will benefit ‘everyone all 

along the line, because it is a recognized 

fact that as the farmers prosper all oth- 

er industries prosper. "We come before 

you and before the world with the propo- 

sition that the farmers’ prosperity does 

not depend upon a small saving in the 

commodities he buys, of which you are 

the manufacturers. If he buys them at 

a smaller price than he has been paying 

he is likely to lower your wages. We 

come before the world with the correct 

proposition that it is the commodity he 

sells from which he gets his money. 

We have a plan whereby the farmer 

can secure profitable prices for his prod- 

ucts continuously during the entire year, 

from the time the first bushel is harvested 

until the last bushel goes to the con- 

sumer, maintaining an equitable price to 

the consumer at the same time, At the 

present time in Illinois, Missouri and Ken- 

tucky, as well as in other states, as fine 

apples as you ever saw are selling for 

twenty-five cents a bushel, while you 

have been paying that much a peck. 

Seventy-five cents on every bushel of ap- 

ples is thus taken from the pockets of the 

hard working farmer and the hard work- 

ing consumer. This prevents the farmer 

from being able to buy the vroducts of 

your manufacture, and it prevents the 

poorer laborers of the country from en- 

joying one of the best fruits ever pro- 

duced. There is a way to remedy this 

condition of affairs and at the same time 

benefit every legitimate industry. As we 
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have with us a man who has given this 

matter more study than I have, I shall 

give way to him that the proposition of 

co-operation with us may be put before 

you plainly. He will show you how to 

get these products of the farm at an 

equitable price, and at the same time 

give to the farmers the product of your 

toil at an equitable price. 

The President introduced Mr. N. C. 

Crawley, Secretary of the Society of 

Equity in Wisconsin, who said: 

Mr. President and Delegates: I hope 

you will bear with us while we, in our 

own way place this proposition before 

you. We do not intend to show that 

the proposition will be entirely for your 

interest, nor do we intend to show that 

it is entirely for our interest. Self- 

interest, my friends, is always the first 

interest in every human heart, but I 

think I can prove in a few words that 

our interests are nearly identical. The 

laboring people of this country are one, 

I care not whether they are producers 

on the farm or in the factories, mills 

and workshops, and they create the 

wealth. You, through your glorious or- 

ganization, have accomplished for your- 

selves wonderful things. Perhaps many 

of your members do not as yet realize 

what it has accomplished. You have 

controlled the labor situation as the So- 

ciety of Equity is trying to control the 

commodities which represent the farm- 

ers’ labor. Many men say to us that 

we are looking for fat offices, that we 

are grafters—just as your worthy leaders 

have been accused in the past. Such 

people do not recognize the fact that if 

it were not for such leaders your mem- 

bers would today be on a level with 

Russian peasants and Chinese coolies. 

I have been told by many farmers that 

the law of supply and demand governs 

the price of labor as well as the price of 
the farmers’ products. That is all bosh. 

They have forced on the statute books in 

Washington laws to prohibit the importa- 

tion cf Chinese laborers, to prevent the 

importation of pauper labor from other 

countries and to prohibit child labor in 

the factories. Who did that? What was 

it done for? Your labor organization did 

it to control the supply of labor, and may 

God bless you for doing it! 

I think I know as much about the 

labor movement as many laboring men 

themselves, and I am working hard to 

“speculators are robbing both of us. 
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bring our farmers up to the same stand- 
ard of intelligence and business methods. 

Your organizations may raise the price 

of your labor to ten or even fifteen dol- 

lars a day, but as long as there is a 

robber and a parasite between you and 

us that will avail you nothing. We may 

organize the farmers and control the prod- 

uct of our toil until we get the price 

we ask, but it will avail us nothing in 

the end. The man who controls the 

wheat would get it back by making you 

pay that much more for it. Then, when 

you put your labor higher the manu- 

facturer raises the price of his goods, and 

it will then come back again to the 

farmer and the farmer will pay the 

freight. There is only one way whereby 

the consumer and the producer can get 

justice, and that is for them to do 

their own _ business. The commission 

houses, the boards of trade, and the 

We 

are getting twenty-five cents a bushel 

for apples, twenty-two cents a bushel for 

potatoes and twenty cents a pound for 

butter—What are you paying? We are 

getting two or three cents a pound for 

prime beef—What are you paying? We are 

selling hay for eight dollars a ton one 

hundred miles from Chicago—What are 

you paying? Gentlemen, it is so all along 

the line. There is no man under the 

blue dome of heaven who has a right 

to price a commodity except he who pro- 

duces it and he who consumes it. Any 

other man who attempts to set a price 

on a commodity becomes a speculator, A 
speculator will use all the power at his 

command to serve his own interests. The 

only way he can do this is to force the 

man of whom he buys to sell at starvation 

prices, and to force the consumer to whom 

he sells to pay the highest price. Gen- 

tlemen, every time they force me down 
they cut off my purchasing power. Ev- 

ery dollar they filch from the farmer 
they filch as well from the men who 

manufacture the commodities I purchase 

We have thirty-five million consumers 

on the farms of this country, What do 

we consume? Your clothing, your shoes, 

your hats, your machinery. Statistics 

show that the farmers of the United 

States buy three-fourths of the manufac- 

tured goods of the United States. If that 

be a fact the men between you and me, 

the men who are forcing my purchas- 

ing power down, are cutting off your em- 

ployment or your chance of employment. 
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You may put your wages up to five dol- 
lars a day, but in the end it will avail 

you nothing. Our farmers’ sons and 

daughters are becoming intelligent. We 

cannot keep them on the farm. You 

have cut out contract labor, but there 

is one thing you will never be able to 

regulate, and that is to cut off the 

pauper labor of the farms from taking 

your places when you are on strike. 

This is a question of vital importance. 

Eight million farmers who were the em- 

ployers of labor in the United States have 

been put on a basis where they cannot 

go into the markets of the world and ask 

you to work for them. It is impossible 

for them to pay you proper wages; but 

place us in a position where we can 

get a remunerative price for our labor 

and we can go into the markets of the 

world for belp, then we can keep our sons 

and daughters on the farth. 

Gentlemen, there is much to do. We 
do not ask to come into your organiza- 

tion and dictate to. you. Your branch of 

organization should be led wholly and 

solely by your own leaders and support- 

ed by your own crafts. We stand here 

as two countries in harmony and at 

peace with each other, and with the feel- 

ing that we can have business concord. 

I can pledge one hundred thousand farm- 

ers in the state of Wisconsin before next 

July who will guarantee that if organized 
labor throughout the country will meet 

them half way and assist them in doing 

up» the worst parasites that ever dis- 

graced the United States—the gamblers 

on the boards of trade and the specula- 

tors—we will bear on our brawn and 

help you to bear on yours the stamp of 

honorable manhood. (Applause.) 

We have another question that interests 

us all. We are not in politics. 

may go into politics, we have nothing to 

Say to that. We say that when we want 

legislation enacted we do not necessarily 

have to go to the polls, but we can dis- 

cuss laws and measures for our mutual 

interest in conventions, then send our 

lobbyists to that august’ body, the Sen- 

ate, and invite them to come into the 

country and do business for the coun- 

try, or do as old ‘‘Pitchfork’’ Tilman says, 

“get the whipping post and go after 

them.”” The only way to get legislation 

is to go to the law-making bodies with a 

petition asking for what you want, and 

make them give it to you or make them 

suffer. God knows we need this legisla- 

You, 
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In the United States the agricul- 
turist is confronted with this proposi- 

tion: “You have too much of the prod- 

ucts of your farms; you have a surplus; 

you can only get such and such a price.’’ 

Think of that, and at the same time think 

of the starving millions in the great cities 

being told that there is a scarcity! Are 

we men, or are we slaves? The commis- 

sion men in Chicago go into conventions 

and say to the farmers, ‘If you don’t join 

the Northwestern Shippers’ Association 

and pay three hundred dollars for mem- 

bership you will have to pay a fifteen- 

dollar tax on every car of potatoes you 

send to Chicago.’’ 

tion! 

Now, gentlemen, this is what we ask 

your co-operation on. If you appoint a 

committee to meet us we will map out a 

plan of co-operation between us that will 

be of benefit to every creator of the 

products of the soil and to every man that 

is employed in the shops, the mills and 

the factories of the country. This wealth 

is all created by us and advanced by 

you. No man on earth can create a dol- 

lar of wealth except the tiller of the soil. 

You never can create by destroying 

another thing to build. We create the 

wealth, you advance it and make it more 

valuable by manufacture. Now, gentle- 

men, this wealth is yours and ours 

by right. We will ask that every man in 

between us shall get a fair remunera- 

tion for his services, but we want a 

fair share for ourselves. We don’t want 

the wealth we have created to pass 

into the hands of a few speculators and 

gamblers and have it used to corrupt the 

legislative bodies and the courts we have 

created to make laws for us and to 

protect us, 

This is one of the most pleasurable oc- 

casions of my life, this occasion on which 

I am allowed to come before you to speak 

on a proposition that will be of benefit 

to both you and ourselves. 

President Gompers—I think I am safe 

in saying that, apart from any tangible 

proposition which may result in an un- 

derstanding or agreement between the 

American Society of Equity, composed of 

the organized farmers of our country, and 

the organized wage earners in other in- 

dustries, apart from any hope we may 

entertain for its fullest consummation, 

I think the very presence of these rep- 

resentatives of the organized farmers of 

our country in a convention of the rep- 
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resentatives of the organized wage earn- 

ers in other industries, bodes for the 

great good of all our people. That it may 

be the harbinger of greater alacrity and 

swiftness in the movement to protect and 

uplift our common people I am s 

the hope of every,man and woman here. 

It will be our 

and work to bring to the fullest realiza- 

constant hope, prayer 

tion the hopes for a common concert of 
od 

action that shall advance the interests 

of all. 
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Delegate Wilson made a brief speech 

on the subj of 1 es ion, and 

was greeted with he I use 

Treasurer Lenno! Pursuant to a mo- 

tion made here yes there was a 

meeting of the delegates of the label 

trades after the adjournment of the con- 
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vention. 

sired. 

A report is ready if it is de- 

Delegate Cable, Secretary of the meet- 
ing, reported as follows: 

REPORT OF MEETING OF 
TRADES. 

LABEL 

Minneapolis, November 13, 1906. 

Meeting was called to order by Dele- 

gate John Lennon. 

On motion Delegate Lennon was made 

chairman of. the meeting and Delegate 

J. A. Cable, Secretary. 

The question of adopting a universal 

label, or a design to be used on all 

labels was thoroughly discussed, pro and 

con, by the delegates present. It was 

contended by some that such a label or 

design would be impractical, but it was 

strongly contended by others that some 

plan should be adopted which would make 

it easier for the purchaser to distinguish 

the genuine union label from the coun- 

terfeit on all union made products. 

The meeting resulted in the adoption 

of a motion that we believe the subject to 

be worthy of further consideration and 

recommend that it receive careful con- 

sideration for one more year and that 

it be taken up again at the next conven- 

tion of the A, F. of L. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman. 

J. A. CABLE, Secretary. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was received and adopted. 

President Gompers appointed the fol- 

lowing committees: 

Special Committee on Conference with 

the American Society of Equity—D. A. 
Hayes, John A. Vohl, John T. Smith, Chas. 

Lavin, A. W. McCallam, John B. Lennon, 

D. A. Bruten, A. J. Kugler, E. H. Basen- 

berg. 

Special Committee on Eight Hours—J. J. 

O’Neil, James Burns, Wm. B. McFarland, 

Jos. Valentine, A. Grant, Geo. Finger, 
I. Coombe, Thos. G. Badgley, H. C. 

Raasch, J. Mahlon Barnes, John H. Walk- 

er, Richard Braunschweig, Frank Free- 

man, C. A. Anderson, H. J. Whitlam. 

Delegate E. A. Rickert, fraternal dele- 
gate to the Canadian Trades and Labor 

Congress, reported as follows: 

Mr. President and Delegates to the 26th 

Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Herewith I present to you my report as 

fraternal delegate from this body to 

the twenty-second convention of - the 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, 

held at Victoria, British Columbia, dur- 

ing the month of September of this year. 

At the outset, I desire to say that the 

aggressiveness, vigor and success of the 

trade union movement in Canada is of 

the identical calibre as that of the Unit- 

ed States, and were it not for the fact 

and consciousness of having crossed a 

boundary line which separates the two 

governments, I would hardly be aware 

that I was attending a labor convention 

other than in our own territory. 

The general complexion, of the trades 

and labor congress is made up of local, 

international trade unions and central la- 

bor unions and is purely a legislative body 

Similar to our state federations of labor, 

but on a more extensive scale. 

Being a Federal Body, it looks after 

labor, educational and other legislation in 

the interest of the wage earners in the 

entire Dominion. Instead of Provincial 

Federations of Labor, as we have our 

individual State Federations, the Con- 

gress elects Provincial executives for the 

various provinces, composed of a Vice 

President and three executive members, 

the four, as a rule, representing dif- 

ferent parts of the Province. To these 

executives all matters pertaining to that 

province ar¢ referred. They are sup- 

posed to me#vt during the year, -wait on 

the Provincial Parliament, and guard the 

interest of the workers in their jurisdic- 

tion and report back to the’ Congress, 

the parent body bearing all financial ex- 
penditure in connection with the work. 

The Congress has been in existence over 

twenty-five years, but this is the first 

time in its history a convention was held 

‘in the extreme Western part of Canada, 

nearly three thousand miles from the city 

of Toronto. The distance and great cost 
naturally prevented many of the local 

unions in the East from sending dele- 
gates, and it was thought at first that 

the representation would be small, but 

the active work of the General Organizer 

of the Congress several months previous 

to the convention, the liberal aid and af- 

filiation of the many international unions 

of its entire membership resulted in about 

the usual attendance of delegates, which 

materially aided in bringing about a most 
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successful convention from every view- 

point. 

This new Western section with its thou- 

sands of miles of area, its natural re- 

sources of fisheries, mineral and forest 

wealth, is destined to become a great ac- 

quisition to the great Dominion of Can- 

ada, which will add materially to its 
population, its financial and commercial 
growth, not omitting the great possibili- 

ties of advancement and expansion of the 

Canadian labor movement, 

I use the term “Canadian labor move- 

ment,” but by this do not in the least 

degree refer to a Canadian movement 

minus international affiliation, as, per- 

sonally, I do not think the sentiment of 

National or purely Canadian unionism ex- 
ists outside of the notion of a few in- 

dividuals who, perhaps, find it profitable 

to espouse such a cause, 

Of this. I am in a positive position -to 

speak, having attended the biennial con- 

vention of our own International Union 

in Toronto; then traveled the entire Ca- 

nadian continent, spent a week at the Vic- 

toria convention and never heard purely 

Canadian unionism mentioned. 

The Canadian Congress, while it is a 

purely legislative body, deals with label 

and other minor matters in connection 

with its affiliated international local 
unions, but is entirely free from such 

vexatious questions as jurisdiction and 

ether disputes, and hence, is free to de- 

vote its energy to matters pertaining to 

the passage or opposition of legislation in 

the interest of the Canadian wage-earn- 

ers, 

At the Victoria session, there were 

about one hundred delegates present, sev- 

enty representing international local 

unions and the balance central labor 

bodies. The constitution of the Congress 

is so Arranged as not to permit the af- 

filiation of any local union which does 

not belong to its national or international 

union, where there is such in existence. 

During the session of the Congress, 

many important resolutions were present- 

ed, among which was an appeal to the 

Federal Parliament for the appointment 

of a member of the Cabinet as Minister of 

Labor, to devote his entire time to the 
Department of Labor which at present is 

being looked after by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, assisted by a Deputy Minister of 
Labor, <A resolution asking the entire 
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abolition of the Dominion Senate, claim- 

ing it was a useless appendage as far as 

Canadian legislation was concerned, espe- 

cially since it is being used as a refuge 

for worn-out politicians who are appoint- 

ed for life, and who have, on every oc- 

casion, shown their venom and hostility 

to organized labor and the many measures 

in its interest, Such bills as the Union 

Label bill giving legal status and possi- 

bilities of registration and _ protection 

against counterfeiting, imitation, or the 

fraudulent use of trade union labels, 

which was passed in the House of Com- 

mons, was killed in the Senate; the bill re- 

ferred to by previous delegates to make 

it a criminal offense for a resident of the 

United States, or one other than a Brit- 

ish subject ordering a strike in Canada, 

punishable by fine or imprisonment, 

emanated from, and was passed in, the 

Senate. 

Although one of the planks of the plat- 

form of the Congress stands out cardinal- 

ly, ‘‘The Abolition of the Senate,” yet the 

Executive Council and Congress attorney 

reiterated the principle, and the conven- 

tion decided to continue to agitate to se- 

cure its entire abolition. 

A resolution asking the increase of from 

$500 to $1,000 poll tax on Chinese enter- 

ing Canada, aiming at their ultimate ex- 

clusion was unanimously endorsed and 

will be presented to Parliament. Assisted 

immigration of all sorts was roundly con- 

demned, whether from Europe or Great 

Britain. A resolution asking for an eight- 
hour day in all public works subsidized 

by public moneys was introduced, and will 
be presented in the form Df a bill by the 

President of the Congress, Alphonse Ver- 

ville, M. P., during the next session of 
Parliament. While referring to the Hon. 

Mr. Verville, I might say it reflects credit 

on the trade unionists of his home city, 

Montreal, to have elected him to repre- 

sent them in the House of Commons, and 

greater for his fellow delegates to the 

Trades and Labor Congress to have electe 

ed and re-elected him as its president 
without opposition. 

One entire day of the convention’s time 
was spent in discussing the political pol- 
icy the Congress should pursue in the 

future, 

The result of the British labor victories, 
the annunciation of the A. F. of L. po- 

litical policy, and the election of the Con- 
gress President to the House of Com- 
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mons undoubtedly gave the trade union 

element in Canada an impetus along these 

lines and the consensus of opinion was 

that a labor should be formed. 

Many resolutions were introduced on the 

subject, and the Committee on St 

Orders and R 

take these and 

pare a 
Congress for 

party 

anding 

solutions was instructed to 

consider them all and pre- 

recommendation to the 

they did, 

and submitted the one which was adopt- 

suitable 

adoption, which 

ed on division by only seven dissenting 

votes; ese seven votes came from ultra 

socialists who claimed there was already 

a labor party in the field (the Canadian 

Socialisti irty), hence, there was no 

The uti adopted and referred to 

is as follow 

1. That this congress endorse the idea 
of sending representatives of labor to 
parliament and to the local legislatures 
for the direct purpose of conserving the 

inte) s of the working people of this 
countl 

2. “hat 
Sary 

such action as may be neces- 
ttain this object shall be in- 

dependent of this congress. 

3. That the platform of principles of 
this congress be recommended as _ the 
platform to be adopted by those engaged 
in this independent effort. 

4. That immediately upon 
journment of this convention the pro- 
vincial executives of this congress take 
the preliminary steps to summon a con- 
vention of the trade unionists of their 
respective provin , and those in sym- 
pathy with organized labor, for the pur- 
pose of forming the necessary associa- 
tion to carry on thereafter the work of 
electing labor men. 

5. That upon such conventions being 
summoned and convened the functions 
of the provincial executives in this re- 
gard Shall cease. 

the ad- 

The platform of pri 
Congress embodied in the resolution con- 

following planks: 

neiples of the Trades 

tains the 

1. Free compulsory education. 

2. Legal working day of eight’ hours 
and six days to a week. 

3. Government inspection of all indus- 
tries. 

4. The abolition of the contract sys- 
tem on all public works. 

5. A minimum living wage, based on 
local conditions, 

6. Public ownership of all franchises, 
such as railways, telegraphs, waterworks, 
lighting, etc. 

7. Tax reform, 
on industry and increasing it on 
values, 

by lessening taxation 
land 
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8. Abolition of the Dominion senate. 

9. Exclusion of Chinese, 

10. The union label to be placed on 
all manufactured goods, where practic- 
able, and all government and munic- 
ipal supplies. 

11. Abolition of child labor by chil- 
dren under fourteen years of age; and 
of fen labor in all branches of in- 
dustri: life, such as mines, workshops, 
factories, etc. 

12. Abolition of property 
for all public offices. 

Voluntary arbitration of labor dis- 

qualification 

representation with 
and abolition of 

Proportional 
grouped constituencies 
municipal wards. 

15. Direct legislation through initiative 
and referendum. 

16. Pro 
petition with free labo 

prison labor in com- 

given to 

been 

Since 

understand 

called candi- 

stituencies 

yr death 

the loy- 

Canadian unionist i 

12 and evid n¢ 

mention of Pr 

the name Ameri 

spontaneous applause, 

exhibited, the treat- 

your 

could n ave been more courteous and 

trate! ity 

rded to representative 

kindly had l been in his own household 

or among his is loving friends. 1 

that, with the in- have reason to beli 1 

and population, commercial 

ity in the Dominion of Can- 

international trade union move- 

will expand and increase in 

and usefulness, that the 

Federation of Labor will even 

than 

ment t re, 

membership 

American 

be prouder of the trades 

it is today. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

T. A. RICKERT, 

Fraternal Delegate. 

congress 
8 

On motion the report was received and 
part of the proceedings of the 

convention. 

The 

made a 

grievances referred by the Com- 

mittee on Credentials to the Committee 

on Grievances were presented toe the 

chairman of that committee by Secre- 

tary Morrison, 

The following resolutions were intro- 

duced and referred to the proper commit- 
tees: 
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Resolution No. 32—By Delegate T. M. 
Guerin, of the United Brotherhood of 

Carpenters and Joiners of America: 

To amend Section 7, of Article 9, by 
striking out all matter on the third and 
fourth lines after the word ‘“‘shall,’’ and 
inserting the following: ‘‘be $5 per day 
for traveling expenses and $3 per day 
for hotel.’ 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 33—By Gustav Dihle, of | 

the Detroit Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Detroit Federation of 
Labor has instructed its delegate to the 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor shall 
execute the mandates of the two previous 
conventions of that body in regard to the 
question of jurisdiction between the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers 
and the United Brewery Workers. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances, 

Resolution No. 34—By Delegate A. EK. 
Kellington, of the International Union of 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor at its 23rd annual convention 
at Boston, Mass., placed all products of 
the Washburn-Crosby Milling Co., of Min- 
neapolis on the ‘‘We do not patronize’ 
list; and 

WHEREAS, This action was reaffirmed 
at the twenty-fourth annual convention 
at San Francisco, Cal.; and 

WHEREAS, It was proven to President 
Gompers when he, in person, made an 
investigation of the controversy between 
the International Union of Flour and 
Cereal Mill Employes and the Washburn- 
Crosby Milling Co., May 23rd to 25th 
inclusive, 1905, that the union in interest 
was justified in their action; and 

WHEREAS, President Gompers rec- 
ommended that the indorsement of the 
American Federation of Labor of.the In- 
ternational Union of Flour and Cereal 
Mill Employes be continued until such 
time as the company may be better dis- 
posed to arrive at a better understanding 
with the union in interest, the same be- 
ing concurred in by the Executive Coun- 
cil at their Scranton meeting, June 14th, 
1905; and 

WHEREAS, The action of the above 
mentioned union was again reaffirmed 
at the twenty-fifth annual convention 
at Pittsburg, Pa.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we the delegates to 
the twenty-sixth annual convention of 
the American Federation of Labor as- 
sembled in Minneapolis, Minn., reaffirm 
our former action of placing the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Milling Co. on the ‘‘We da 
not patronize” list and urge that every 
honorable means be used to have patron- 
age withdrawn from the Washburn-Cros- 
by Milling Co. until they will show a 

spirit of fairness in dealing with organ- 
ized labor. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 35—By Delegates F. M. 

Ryan, Garry Kelly and W. J. McCain, 

of the International Association of Bridge 

and Structural Iron Workers: 

WHEREAS, The United States Steel 
Corporation and its subsidiary compa- 
nies, such as the American Bridge Co., 
the Illinois Steel Co. and others, and 
with the combined assistance of the Nat- 
ional Association of Manufacturers and 
the National Association of Erectors, 
have for the past fifteen months beer 
waging a war of extermination against 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ Union; and 
WHEREAS, The above named combi- 

nation have declared for the “open shop’”’ 
in the bridge and structural iron in- 
dustry, and have for the past fifteen 
months, and are now vigorously trying 
to enforce the ‘‘open shop’ policy on 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ Union; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers’ Union have vigorously, manfully, de« 
terminedly and in a_ straightforward 
trade-union way opposed the ‘‘open shop” 
policy of this giant combination;, and 

WHEREAS, This long protracted 
struggle has drained our International 
and Local treasuries; and 

WHEREAS, The strike of the Inter- 
national Association of Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers was indorsed by the 
twenty-fifth annual convention of the 
— Federation of Labor; therefore, 
e it 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
sixth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor do levy an assess- 
ment on all affiliated organizations in 
the sum of one cent per member, per 
week, and for a period of four weeks, 
for the benefit of the International As- 
sociation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers’ Union. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza< 
tion. 

Resolution No. 36—By Delegate S. G. 

Fosdick, of the Colorado State Federation 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, It is recognized that the 
union label is the most potent weapon 
in the hands of trades unionists, and 
that a consistent demand for the union 
labels of all crafts will go far to rem- 
edy that lack of solidarity and frater- 
nalism which exists among trades union- 
ists, as manifested by the fact that many 
members of organized labor are indiffer- 
ent or careless in the matter of pur- 
chasing union-made goods, thereby fail- 
ing to avail themselves of their most 
powerful weapon—the combined purchas- 
ing power of trades unionists; and 

WHEREAS, It is the further belief that 
the individual efforts of trades unionists 
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to advance the interests and use of their 
own labels have not met with the suc- 
= worthy cause merits; therefore, 
e i 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in convention assembled, 
that the organization of Label Leagues 
composed of delegates from all labor un- 
ions affiiliated with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, and organized on the 
lines of central bodies, as _ illustrated 
by the Union Label League of Denver, 
for the purpose of advancing the inter- 
ests of all labels recognized by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, be indorsed; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommend to all af- 
fillated unions that they use their best 
efforts to secure the organization of such 
leagues in cities where subordinate un- 
ions exist, and that such local organiza- 
tions form a national organization, and 
through the medium of a national pub- 
lication use their combined influence for 
the furtherance of the label agitation; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Blue Cross But- 
ton adopted by the Colorado State Fed- 
eration of Labor be recognized as the of- 
ficial emblem of Label Leagues. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Delegate J. G. 

Shingle 
Resolution No. 

Brown, of the 

Weavers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Shingle 
Weavers’ Union of America has, while 
prosecuting a very necessary and im- 
portant strike, had its tresaury depleted 
and its membership scattered and disor- 
ganized, making it imperative that un- 
less assistance be rendered this young 
but progressive organization of the west, 
must become a prey to the unscrupulous 
association of employing mill men bent 
upon its disruption and _ annihilation; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 

37—By 

International 

twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor authorize and empower 
President Gompers to appoint a special 
organizer of the Shingle Weaving craft, 
for a period of nine months, unless said 
organization shall become sooner able 
to maintain itself alone. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 38—By Delegate Joseph 

McFadden, of the Riggers’ Protective Un- 

ion: 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Riggers’ Protective Union of New Jer- 
sey be revoked for the following rea- 
sons: 

The Riggers’ Protective Union of New 
York, New Jersey, Elizabeth and vicinity, 
No. 11561, A. F. of L., hereby protests 
against the charter recently granted to 
the so-called Riggers’ Protective Union 
of New Jersey, and demands that it be 
eanceled and withdrawn. 
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Our reasons for demanding such ac- 
tion are briefly as follows: 

First: It encroaches upon territory over 
which our Local, by the terms of its 
charter, has exclusive jurisdiction. 

Second: It was formed by men who 
had been expelled or suspended from 
our Local, or were not in good standing. 

Third: The prevailing rate of wages 
maintained by our Local is $3.50 per day 
and $6 per day for foremen. These men 
are competing against. us and injuring 
the cause of union labor, by working for 
a wage as low as $2.50 per day and $3 
per day for foremen. 

Fourth: The men belonging to this un- 
ion are largely employed by the only un- 
fair boss in this locality and worked for 
him at a time when we were on strike. 

Fifth: This Local is not affiliated with 
a single Central Local Body, or with any 
Local Central Body. 

Sixth: We stand ready to take in the 
members of this Local whenever they 
comply with our constitution and by- 
laws. 

Seventh: It is our belief that they 
never could have procured their charter, 
except through false and fraudulent mis- 
representations to the officials of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Eighth: To continue their charter un- 
der these circumstances would work an 
injustice to the cause of labor and ine 
jure every loyal member of our union. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances, 

Resolution No. 39—By Delegate John 

Cardiff, of the Drain Layers and Help- 

ers’ Union: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor, 

Greeting: The Drain Layers and Help- 
ers’ Union of the city of Chicago, desire 
to take this opportunity to enter its em- 
phatic protest against continuing in force 
the charter granted to an organization 
known as “The Water Pipe Extensior 
Laborers,’’ organized some months ago 
and granted a charter through the in- 
fluence of John J. Fitzpatrick, organizer 
of the American Federation of Labor in 
Chicago, Ill. The work which these men 
claim and as a matter of fact are doing at 
the present time has been done by the 
Drain Layers and Helpers’ Union for the 
past twenty-five years at a wage scale 
of from $2.75 to $3.50 per day. 

WHEREAS, The members of the Wa- 
ter Pipe Extension Laborers are doing 
the same work at a wage scale of $2.25 
per day. As this is a matter of vital im- 
portance to us, we sincerely trust that 
the American Federation of Labor will 
revoke the charter of the Water Pipe 
Extension Laborers. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 40—By Delegate R. 

Glockling, of the International Brother- 

hood of Bookbinders: 
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WHEREAS, All books printed in lan- 
guages, other than the English language, 
together with pamphlets and manufac- 
tures of paper and card, printed or em- 
bossed, are admitted into the United 
States free of duty; and 

WHEREAS, Like products printed or 
embossed in the English language are 
admitted on a 25 per cent rate of duty, 
both classes referred to aggregating ap- 
proximately $4,000,000 worth of goods per 
year admitted into the United Stater, 
thus denying to American bookbinders, 
printers, etc., employment to this ex- 
tent, due to their unwillingness to work 
under conditions prevailing in Europe; 
and 

WHEREAS, The large disparity exist- 
ing between countries referred to and 
the United States tend to degrade the 
American wage standard and encourage 
vicious conditions attendant upon low 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The rapid increase of for- 
eign immigration is thereby increasing 
the demand for the goods herein re- 
ferred to; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That it be an instruction © 
to the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, to seek the impo- 
sition of an increased duty on books, 
etc., printed in English, the same duty 
to apply also to such as are printed in 
the foreign languages, as will the more 
adequately balance the wage standards 
of European and American bookbinders, 
ete., to the end that the higher stand- 
ard of American living may be con- 
served. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 41—By Delegates Thom- 

as H. Flynn and W. L. A. Johnson, of 

the Boiler Makers’ and Iron Ship Build- 

ers: 

WHEREAS; The Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders’ Union of this coun- 
try are now engaged in a struggle for 
the maintenance of its organization on 
the lines of several of the great railway 
systems and in the ship yards and on 
the Atlantic coast of this country; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
requested to direct the organizers of the 
A. F. of L. to give special attention to 
the work of organizing members of this 
eraft and to render all possible assist- 
ance to the officers of this organization 
in their work. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

tion. 

Resolution No. 42—By Delegate O. A. 

Anderson, of the Texas State Federation 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor repeatedly has endeavor- 
ed to have an organizer appointed to 
work in the Texas field, and considering 
the thousands of unorganized toilers in 
the state it is recognized what great 

possibilities there is for work for such 
an organizer, and what good would result 
to the movement in general from same; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor has_ received petitions 
from all parts of the state, where local 
organizers have not been in a position to 
cover the field to work for the advance- 
ment of the cause; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in 
regular session assembled instruct the 
incoming Executive Council as soon as 
possible after the adjournment of this 
convention to appoint an organizer to 
work in the Texas field, and keep him 
there as long as in their judgment it may 
advance the cause of the Federation suf- 
ficiently to justify his retainance there. 

teferred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 483—By the Internation- 

al Typographical Union Delegation: 

RESOLVED, That government owner- 
ship and control of telegraph be made a 
preferred measure; that the legislative 
committee be directed to co-operate with 
the International Typographical Union 
Committee stationed at Washington in 
pushing the work among the membership, 
and the committees of both houses of 
congress, and that all organizations rep- 
resented in the Federation be requested 
to take the necessary steps toward put- 
ting into practical effect the measure we 
have been striving for for years, and 
which will come up before the next ses- 
sion of congress. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Anton 

J. Engel, of the Upholsterers’ Internat: 

ional Union of North America; 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union has always had jurisdic- 
tion over the Carpet Upholsterers or Lay- 
ers, and said jurisdiction having been 
recognized and approved of, by the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Some of the Carpet Lay- 
ers’ Unions have seceded from the Up- 
holsterers’ International Union, owing to 
assessments that were levied to assist 
members on strike, and some of these se- 
ceding unions had‘formed an Internation- 
al Union of Carpet Mechanics, and tried 
to secure a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, This matter was brought 
to the attention of the San Francisco 
convention by Resolution No. 27, and the 
San Francisco convention recommended 
that the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. use its efforts to have the Uphol- 
sterers, Carpet Layers and Mattress Mak- 
ers become members of one organization; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council re« 
ported at the Pittsburg convention that 
the Carpet Layers’ International Union 
had made application for a charter, and 
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was refused one, and advised to become 
part of the Upholsterers’ International 
Union; and 

WHEREAS, The advice of the San 
Francisco convention and of the Execu- 
tive Council having been ignored by the 
Carpet Layers, they made application for 
charters as local unions to the Executive 
Council, which has granted them char- 
ters as local unions, notwithstanding for- 
mer decisions, and the fact that these 
unions are dual, and indebted for taxes 
and assessments levied by both the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Upholsterers’ International Union; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the granting of 
these charters are not in accordance 
with the principles and policy of the 
American Federation of Labor, as it fos- 
ters and encourages secessions, and for- 
mations of dual organizations, which are 
detrimental to the best interests of the 
labor movement; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be and is hereby instructed to at 
once revoke all charters issued to such 
Carpet Mechanics’ Local Unions as have 
been granted such charters, and as se- 
ceding unions be expelled from such Cen- 
tral Bodies that they may be connected 
with, which are chartered by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, until such a 
time when they will abide by the former 
decision of the San Francisco conven- 
tion and Executive Council. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 45—By Delegate George 

Bechtold, of the International Brother- 

hood of Foundry Employes: 

WHEREAS, The Bucks Stove & 
Range Co., of St. Louis, Mo., which is 
owned and controlled by J. W. Van 
Cleave, President of the Manufacturers’ 
Association, has persistently discriminated 
against members of the Foundry Em- 
ployes’ Union to the extent of discharg- 
ing every man as soon as it became 
known that he was a member, of said un- 
ion; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the product of the 
above named factory be placed on the 
“We don’t patronize’ list of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

teferred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 46—By Delegate Charles 
Muendlein, of the Belleville Trades and 

Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The controversy between 
the Engineers and Firemen and the 
Brewery Workmen’s Union in this city 
created by the Brewery Workmen’s In- 
ternational Union by instructing their 
members to scab on the Engineers and 
Firemen when they were compelled to 
strike to maintain their conditions in lo- 
cal breweries on June 28, 1904; and 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. has taken 
action on this matter and that the strik- 
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ing Engineers and Firemen should be 
reinstated within sixty days after ad- 
journment of the Pittsburg convention 
and also ruled that the Brewery Work- 
men’s International Union should not in- 
itiate in.their organization any more en- 
gineers and firemen, and as the A. F. of 
L. officers instructed the Trades and 
Labor Assembly to use its influence and 
power to have the decision of the Pitts- 
burg convention complied with; and 

WHEREAS, The representative of the 
Trades and Labor Assembly suceeded in 
getting an agreement between the locals 
involved in the trouble and the brewery 
proprietors which was to the effect that 
all striking Engineers and Firemen should 
be reinstated and the local Brewery 
Workmen agreed that they would not 
strike to prevent this from being done 
unless they were compelled to do so by 
their International Union, and the En» 
gineers and Firemen also agreed that in 
case the national officers of the United 
Brewery Workmen compelled their local 
members to strike to prevent the laws 
of the A, F. of L. from being enforced, 
they, the Engineers and Firemen would 
withdraw their members to prevent any 
loss or damage to the Brewery proprie- 
tors by the stoppage of the breweries 
until such time as the A. F. of L. would 
either compel the Brewery Workmen to 
comply with their laws or annul their 
charter. 

With this understanding between all lo- 
cal parties concerned the brewery proprie- 
tors complied with their part of the agree- 
ment and reinstated the striking Engin- 
eers and Firemen on Feb. ist. A few 
hours after this was done the Officers of 
the International Brewery Workmen’s 
Union arrived in this city and compelled 
the local Brewery Workmen to go on 
strike on account of the reinstatement of 
the Engineers and Firemen. 

In the presence of the Brewery pro-< 
prietors and the representatives of the 
Central Body and Engineers and Firemen 
Mr. Kemper of the Brewery Workmen's 
Union declared that he as a national of- 
ficer had sanctioned said strike to pre- 
vent the rulings of the A. F. of L. from 
being enforced. 

When this was done the Engineers and 
Firemen complied with their part of the 
agreement with the Brewery proprietors 
by withdrawing their members to pre- 

loss on account of a 
strike the Brewery 

have further violated 
the laws of the A. F. of L. by compelling 
the Engineers and Firemen of New Ath- 
ens, Ijl., brewery, who for years were 
members of the local Engineers and Fire- 
men’s Union, to join their organization; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we as a Central 
30dy, in order to restore peace and har- 
mony in the labor movement, request the 
A. F. of L. to foree the International 
Brewery Workmen’s Union to comply 
with its laws or annul their charter. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

vent damage and 
strike. Since this 
Workmen’s Union 
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Resolution No. 47—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, As Local Branch, No. 11, 
of the International United Brotherhood 
of Leather Workers on Horse Goods has 
recommended the following for presen- 
tation to the twenty-sixth convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
through the regularly elected delegate of 
its International Union: 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor have advised 
union men to enter into politics and vote 
for men who have union cards and who 
promise, if elected, to work and vote for 
legislation beneficial to the workers; and 

WHEREAS, And candidate or any po- 
litical ticket and platform, or any poli- 
tical program that does not stand in its 
entirety for the workers is of little bene- 
fit to the workers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By Local Branch No. 11, 
International United Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, that 
we recommend to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled,- 
that a committee of five members of the 
convention be elected to investigate the 
platforms of all political parties and rec- 
ommend the political party for support 
by unionists affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, whose platform em- 
braces and declares for most of the leg- 
islation organized labor is contending 
for.’’ Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of five 
delegates be elected to inquire into and 
“investigate the platforms of all political 
parties and recommend the political 
party for support by unionists affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
whose platform embraces and declares 
for most of the legislation organized 
labor is contending for.”’ 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 48—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: s 

WHEREAS, A great number of work- 
ing men throughout the United States 
are still toiling over six days in the week 
at long hours per day, without getting 
one full day’s rest every week, very 
much to their physical and moral det- 
riment; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That we ask all the leg- 

islatures of the respective states to stop 
this cannibalism within their borders, and 
to compel every employer to grant his 
employes a rest of at least thirty-six 
consecutive hours every week; also,. be it 

RESOLVED, That we request the state 
legislatures to enact laws compelling every 
manufacturer to give to the Bureau of 
Commerce and Labor and to the Labor 
Department of his respective state, all 
the data pertaining to the hours of labor, 
wages and other conditions which the 
Bureau of Commerce and Labor and the 
respective state Labor Departments may 

deem necessary in the execution of their 
duties, particularly data as to the num- 
ber of persons working over six days per 
week, and the number of hours of such 
work, experience having shown that the 
present laws in this direction are not 
sufficiently stringent. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 49—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation or 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, The present factory sys- 
tem is compelling an increased employ- 
ment of women, who, because they are 
women, are asked to work for a wage 
insufficient for a decent living; and 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
women’s employment are often such as 
to destroy health of body, character and 
mind; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the imperative necessity 
of organization, not only for their own 
benefit, but also for the protection of 
their fathers, brothers and children. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 50—By Delegate Vicior 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, The judiciary of today is 
one of the modern agencies of the capi- 
talistic class for the subjugation of the 
masses; and 

WHEREAS, Especially the federal 
judges, who are appointed by the presi- 
dent from the circles of corporation law- 
yers upon the recommendation of prom- 
inent business men and plutocrats, are 
as a rule, the worst and the most un- 
just of the multitude of unjust judges; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the leg- 
islatures of the respective states and 
upon congress for a speedy reform of our 
antiquated and corrupt sysfem of dealing 
out justice, which is tyrannical and an- 
tiquated from the police court up to the 
supreme court of the United States; and 
furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED, We hereby express it as 
the sentiment of the convention of the 
A. F. of L. that all judges, including 
the federal judges, be elected by the 
people of their respective districts or 
states, and that no judge shall be elected 
for a longer term than four years, with 
the privilege of being re-elected from 
time to time if the people so desire. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 51—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Feder- 

ation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Indirect taxation puts the 
burden upon the workmen of America, 
who, like proletariats of other coun- 
tries, have large families and therefore 
are taxed entirely out of proportion 
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whenever they buy any necessities of 
life; first, because they are poor, and 
whenever they buy, they pay as much 
tax as the rich; second, by reason of 
usually having large families they mul- 
tiply the indirect taxes they pay; and 

WHEREAS, It ought to be the duty 
of wise and just legislators to put the 
burden where it properly belongs—upon 
the shoulders of those able to pay; and 

WHEREAS, The present mode of tax- 
ation, which is absolutely plutocratic and 
inhuman, has materially aided our big 
capitalists in accumulating huge for- 
tunes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby protests against 
a system of taxation which is entirely 
in favor of thé small class of exploiters 
and against the wage class of producers. 
We demand the abolition of all indirect 
taxes, with the exception of land taxes, 
where only the small properties of the 
producers ought to be exempt. We de- 
clare in favor of an income tax gradu- 
ally increasing with the income and are 
also in favor of an inheritance tax which 
is to increase in percentage with the size 
of the inheritance. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 52—By Delegute Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
communicate with certain national un- 
ions for the purpose of placing organ- 
izers on special duty in those localities 
where the employers’ associations and 
Citizens’ alliances are opposing the or- 
ganizations of the wage earners. 

RESOLVED, That the National Unions 
be requested to assist financially in the 
work of organization in those localities. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

tion. 

Resolution No. 
Gerry Brown, of the 

Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The bankers of Wall 
Street and its contributing territory are 
now seeking under the seductive title 
of ‘‘currency reform’’ a further exten- 
sion of the special privilege to take from 
the wealth production of the ‘country 
without rendering a just equivalent; and 

WHEREAS, The assumption has been 
in the past and undoubtedly will be at 
present that the only factor to be con- 
sulted in congressional hearings in fram- 
ing currency or money laws is the finan- 
cial interests who obtain through legis- 
lation the power to unjustly tax the peo- 
ple and thereby concentrate wealth 
in the hands of a few who possess the 
special privilege and who from its pirat- 
ical proceeds continue to influence con- 
gressional action for their own piracy; 
therefore, be it 

53—By Delegate E. 

Brockton (Mass.) 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in national convention 
assembled reaffirms its oft-repeated dec- 
larations of fundamental principles on 
which money and currency legislation 
should be based. It declares that it seeks 
only the common welfare and aims only 
to protect the many wealth producers 
against indirect taxation by the few 
bankers for their private benefit and 
against monopoly which in its onward 
rush owns the banking interests of the 
country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we demand for the 
representatives of labor and the man, in 
all congressional hearings that they be 
accorded as full, free and impartial re- 
ception as is accorded to the representa- 
tives of bankers and the dollar; remem- 
bering Abraham Lincoln’s’ declaration 
that “both man and the dollar are 
worthy of consideration; but in case of 
a conflict, then the man first.’’ Labor 
representatives have the true knowledge 
of the needs of the wealth producers, 
the banking interests act for the wealth 
distributors. The immoral charges of 
the latter against the former must have 
“no further extension’’; it is again the 
“irrepressible conflict’? and the “higher 
law.”’ 

RESOLVED, That a copy be forwarded 
to the proper congressional committee. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 54—By Delegate J. W. 

Smiley, of Shirt, Waist and Laundry 

Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union 
has been engaged in a struggle for bet- 
ter conditions for the past five years with 
the collar and shirt manufacturers’ as- 
sociation of Troy, N. Y., and 

WHEREAS, The said collar and shirt 
manufacturers have refused to deal with 
ar recognize an officer or agent from the 
ranks of organized labor, and refused to 
confer with President Samuel Gompers 
of the American Federation with a view 
to settling the differences between this 
association and organized labor; ana 

WHEREAS, Believing that organized 
labor and its friends recognize the atti- 
tude of said manufacturers’ association 
as a direct challenge to all unions; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the following firm¢ 
be placed on the unfair list of the Amer: 
ican Federation of Labor: 

Cluett, Peabody & Co., (Arrow Brand 
Collars and Monarch and Cluett Shirts.) 

United Shirt & Collar Co., (Lion Brand, 
Shirts and Collars.) 

Van Zandt, Jacobs Co., 
Brand Collars.) 

Geo. P. Ide Co., (Gold and Silver 
Brand, Shirts and Collars.) 

Searle Mfg. Co., Tim & Co., and Hall, 
Hartwell Co., all of Troy, N. Y. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

(Tri-Angle 
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Resolution No. 55—By Delegate J. W. 
Smiley, of Shirt, Waist and Laundry 

Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, There are employed in the 
laundries of the United States a large 
number of wage earners of both sexes, 
estimated at 300,000; and 

WHEREAS, In a_ great number of 
cities these employes are engaged in di- 
rect competition with Chinese and Jap- 
anese labor, who work long hours for 
small wages; and 

WHEREAS, We recognize that the 
conditions of employment in various 
Jaundries are detrimental to the generar 
health and morals of said employes and 
realizing the absolute necessity of the 
organization of this craft, in order to 
avoid Asiatic competition and assist in 
the elevation of our fellow wage earners; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to appoint a Laundry Work- 
er on its paid staff of organizers. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

tion. 

J. J. 

Labor 

Resolution No. 

O’Neill, of the 

Council: 

56—By Delegate 

San Francisco 

WHEREAS, The workers in the sugar- 
making industry of this country are prac- 
tically unorganized except in the extreme 
western section; and 

WHEREAS, The fact that workers in 
this industry are unorganized except in 
one section of the country operates to a 
great extent to the detriment of the or- 
ganized sugar workers, especially so be- 
cause this great industry is practically 
controlled by two corporations closely re- 
lated, thereby making the efforts of the 
organized workers to maintain fair con- 
ditions exceedingly difficult; therefore, be 
it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 

Council is hereby directed to instruct A. 
F. of L. organizers to make special: ef- 
forts to organize the workers in the sug- 
ar-making industry, to the end that those 
who are now organized may be enabled 
to maintain the conditions they have 
secured through organization. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

tion. 

Resolution No. 57—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the influx of Asiatic and enslaved 
masses of people to come in competitio) 
with white nations in fields and work 
shops has a tendency to permanently low 
er the standard of living, the grade 0. 
culture and the ambitions and ideals of 
the white proletariat in competition with 
them; and 

WHEREAS, The importation especially 
oi the Mongolian coolie is caused only 
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by the innate desire of our greedy cap- 
italists for cheap labor, without con- 
sidering that our nation’s vitality and 
future is destroyed thereby or not; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixt 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby declares against the im- 
portation of coolie and Mongolian labor 
of any kind, and we demand that con- 
gress enact laws to include Corean and 
Japanese coolie labor in the exclusion act 
now én force against the Chinese. 

Referred to Committee on President's 

Report. 

tesolution No. 58—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, The present insurance sys 
tem in the United States is notorious as 
a method of graft and exploitation; and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremendous 
wealth which is accumulated by the in- 
surance corporations, the life and prop- 

wage workers receive but 
scant protection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we demand that 
some plan of compulsory life and other 
insurance be enacted, either by the states 
or by the nation, in such a manner as to 
give adequate security to the toiling 
masses of the people. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 59—By 

De Nedrey, Cc. L. U. 

bia: 

RESOLVED, 

Delegate Sam 

District of Colum- 

That inasmuch as there 
is an earnest effort being made to es- 
tablish an effective organization among 
the employes of the railway express com- 
panies of America, it is the sense of this 
convention that our Executive Council, 
through the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, give all possible aid 
to this movement to organize the rail- 
way expressmen into an _ International 
Brotherhood, and that an organizer should 
be deputized to give especial attention to 
this work. 

Referred to 

tion. 

Committee on Organiza- 

Resolution No. 60—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation cf 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, Because of the increasing 
number of industries using 
and of the employment of many men, 
women and children who have to toil 
long hours in the production of Some ar- 
ticle for the world’s use, causing chem 
oftentimes to exhaust nearly all of their 
strength to keep up the pace demaadea 
by their employer; and 

WHEREAS, The machinery used _ in 
such production is not properly guarded 
with appliances .or the safety of those 
employed, owing to the fact that the em- 
ployer holds that profits take precedence 

machinery, 
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over the security of his employes from 
injury or accidental death; and 

WHEREAS, Provisions have been made 
by the legislative bodies of several states 
by enactment of laws, which, if properly 
enforced, would reduce the number of ac- 
cidents to the wage earner, but because 
of the penury of the states the inspec- 
tion of the industries is inadequate; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed 
eration of Labor, through the Executive 
Council take such steps as are needed to 
bring before the next state legislatures, 
bills providing for additional factory in- 
spectors. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 61—By Delegates W. J. 

McSorley, L. I. U.; Jos. N. Weber, A. 

F. of M.; M. Donnelly and Homer D. 

Call A. M. C., and B. W. of MN. A.; TP. 
H. Flynn, W. L. A. Johnson and George 

F. Dunn, I. B. of B. M., I. S. B. and H. 
of A.; Philip Kelly and Lee M. Hart, 

International Theatrical Stage Employes; 
J. C. Skemp, J. P. Archibald, Geo. Fin- 
ger and John Lucas, of the Brotherhood 

of Painters: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of New York, a regular chartereA” 
Central Labor organization of the A. F. 
of L., has in total disregard of the laws 
of the A. F. of L., violated Article 4, 
Section 5, and Article 12, Section 1, of the 
Constitution of the A. F. of L., by admit- 
ting delegates from local unions of New 
York City not affiliated with their Nat- 
ional or International Unions, and by 
refusing affiliation and representation to 
bona fide local unions of the A. F. of L.; 
and . 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the Broth- 
erhood of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders of America were denied admis- 
sion and delegates from a dual organiza- 
tion seated; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated Un- 
ion has seated delegates from. several 
seceding organizations of the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters, and Butchers’ Work- 
men of America who have formed a dual 
national organization; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Painters, Dec- 
orators and Paper Hangers of America 
were illegally suspended, and are denied 
admission, while delegates from a dual 
organization are seated; and 
WHEREAS, The delegates of the 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
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national Union were denied admission 
and deiegates from a dual organization 
seated; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union arbitrarily suspended Local Un- 
ion No. 310 of the American Federation 
of Musieians for refusing to violate their 
legitimate trade union contracts, and re- 
fusing to go on strike against the spe- 
cific orders of their International Un- 
ion; and 

WHEREAS, The New York Local No. 
1, of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes, who have been 
affiliated with the Central Federated Un- 
ion for twenty years, were arbitrarily 
suspended, and their delegates unseated 
for refusing to violate their agreement 
and go on strike without the consent of 
their International Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the A. F. of L. or- 
der the Central Federated Union of New 
York to at once suspend any and all dual 
and seceding unions now affiliating, and 
unseat their delegates; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Central Federat- 
ed Union be ordered to recognize and 
seat the delegates from the various Nat- 
ional and International Unions affiliated 
with the A. F. of L. now denied recog- 
nition and admission; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, Inasmuch as the local un- 
ions, presenting this resolution have ever 
upheld the laws of the A. F. of L. as 
well as the Central Federated Union, that 
the suspension be removed and their 
delegates seated; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That unless the Central 
Federated Union of New York shall com- 
ply with these orders within a period of 
thirty days after the adjournmient of 
this convention, that the charter of the 
Central Federated Union of New York 
be and is hereby revoked by its failure 
to comply with the requirements of this 
resolution, and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. is hereby ordered to or- 
ganize a new Central Labor Union for 
New York City. to be composed of such 
local. unions of National and Internat- 
ional Unions now affiliated with the A. 
F. of L., Local Trades and Federal Lab- 
or Unions of the A. F. of L., and such 
other Local Trades Unions as are not 
antagonistic to the A. F. of L. or the 
National and International Unions affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 9 a. m., Thursday, November 15th. 



convention was called to order at 

Pres 

The 

9 a. m., Thursday, November 15th, 

ident Gompers in the chair, 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 

vious was dispensed with. session 

Absentees—Dunn, Law, Richardson, 
Smith, Cable, Feeney, Healy, Shamp, 
Bechtold, Koch, Rickert, Larger, Tarr, 
Driscoll, Fitzpatrick, Wulff, McSorley, 
Walsh, Freema! Skemp, Archibald, 
Lucas, Wilson, Mumford, Dix, Shepard, 
Lambert, is,‘ Kirk, Clark, Heberling, 
Flood, Barry, Donaghue, Gra Hi 

| 1 Me 1, 
Rothwell, 

Hassard, 
Guye, 

Pant 

as, B 
] 
s 
( Hedly, Failor, 
Perkins (R. W.), Port 
( ‘ * 

I 
I 

Ford, 

McCullen, 
z Summerville, 

Nedrey, Hill, Woodmansee, Cragen, 
Jones, D’Ales naro, 

McSwiggen 

desires The chair 

to make reference to committees of sev- 

ral of the subjects in the € 

Executive Council, as follows: 

report of the 

report of the C¢ That 

on the 

part of 
organization is re- 

on Organization, 

subject of 

ferred to the Committee 

That part referring to appeals for finan- 

cial assistance is referred to the Com- 

mittee on President’s Report. 

The question of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor and Union Label exhibits 

is referred to the Committee on Labels. 

and 

Com- 

headed 

referred to the 

The - matter “Carpenters 

Woodworkers” is 

mittee on Grievances, 

The question of the Lake Pilots is re- 

ferred to the Committee on Grievances. 

The matter of the Paper Makers, Pulp, 

Sulphite Mill 

ferred to the Committee on Grievances 

and Paper workers is re- 

The matter of the Printers’ strike and 

referred to the 

Report. 

alien contract labor is 

Committee on President’s 

The 

mittees and legislation, including the sub- 

ject of the political campaign, is referred 

‘o the Committee on President’s Re- 

matter referring to legislative com- 

port. 

FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 
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The question of economic and sanitary 

investigation is referred to the Commit- 

tee on Education. 

referring to the investiga- 

women and children 

Edu- 

The matter 

tion of the work o 

is referred to the Committ on 

cation, 

The matter referring to an increase in 

rates is referred > he mmit- postal 

tee on Resolutions. 

The matter refé rring to labor and farm- 

reterred to tne nizations ers’ org spe- 

cial committee of nit to confer with the 

delegates from the Ameri Society of 
Equity. 

The matter referrir to the reprint 

convention 

Committee on Education. 

The matt referring to the ‘“‘We don’t 

patronize” list referred r t Com 

mittee on B ycotts. 

In connection with the matter ref 1 

to the Grievant Committ i d 

to the dispute between the Car 

and the Woodworkers the ¢ 

receipt of a letter from Woodwo1 

ing Manufacturers’ Association, o - 

cago, through Mr. Benzinger, its secre- 

tary. This will be refs 

mittee having the matter in charge, 

Secretary Morrison read the following 

telegrams: 

Samuel Gompers, President American 

Federation of Labor 

May the convention be harmonious and 

may success attend its efforts. 

HENRY ABRAHAMS, 

Secretary Boston Cc. L. U. 

Samuel Gompers, President American 

Federation of 

The Lincoln 

senting the business 

to your organization a cordial invitation 

to hold its next annual meeting in Lin- 

coln, Nebraska, 

Labor: ’ 

Club, 

interest 

Commercial repre- 

extends 

W. S. WHITTEN. 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

Credentials,, reported as follows: 
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We, the Committee on Credentials, 

recommend the seating of George B. Hor- 

gan, of the Fireman’s Association, No. 

12270, with one vote. 

On motion the report of the commit- 

tee was concurred in. 

President Gompers—In accordance with 

an announcement made yesterday, and 

in accordance with our custom for many 

years, the hour has arrived when we 

will hear, formally, from the delegates 

from the British Trades Union Congress 

and the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 

gress. I do not know that any words 
in which I might express myself now 

could add to the sincerity and cordiality 

of the welcome we have extended the 

fraternal delegates and that we propose 

to extend to them so that their stay 

among us may be both pleasant and in- 

teresting as well as profitable. I have 

the pleasure of introducing to you as 

the first speaker one of the delegates 

from the British Trades Union Congress, 

Brother J. N. Bell. 

Mr. Bell—Mr. Chairman and Friends: 

I wish in the first place to thank you for 

the kindly way in which [I have been re- 

ceived, not only this morning, but ever 

since I set foot on American soil. 

The country I come from is, as you 

know, a very small one. Notwithstanding 

the smallness of the island there is in it 

room for something like two million trade 

unionists, and of these something over a 

million and a half are affiliated with the 

British Trades Congress, and my col- 

league, Mr. Gee, and I are commissioned 

to convey to you their fraternal greetings 

and to wish you success in. the great 

work you are carrying on, I think it no 

small privilege to be permitted to asso-: 

ciate myself in this way with the inter- 

national aspect of trade unionism. I am 

not one of those who think that the mere 

conveyance of fraternal greetings is a 

small matter and one of comparatively - 

little importance, I think, on the con- 

trary, that the more people you send over 

to us and the oftener we send fraternal 

delegates to you the better we will get to 

know and to understand each other, and 

the more fraternity there is on the part 

of the trade unionists of the world the 

less chance will there be of politicians 

making party capital out of the imaginary 

differences of the people of the world. 
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Indeed, I venture to say that the cause 

of international peace will be in a bet- 

ter way for solution, by being entrusted 

to the trade unions, than it will by being 

committed to any other hands, for our 

interests as trade unionists in the dif- 

ferent countries are the same, and soon- 

er or later we cannot fail to recognize 

that fact. 

Although I am not commissioned to say 

it, I cherish the hope that the day will 

come when we will get beyond the stage 

of conveying fraternal greetings. I hope 

the day is not far distant when the trade 

unions of Great Britain and of America 

will discover ways and means of draw- 

ing yet closer together and of helping 

each other actually and actively. One 

of the things that most interested me 

since coming to the convention was the 

report, read by Mr. Duncan, of the cor- 

respondence with trade unions in other 

countries upon the subject of a mutual 

recognition of cards. I was very much 

interested to find there was a communi- 

cation from my own society. I was not 

aware of such correspondence until I 

heard it read here. I hope that is only 

the beginning of greater efforts in that 

direction. I hope the day may come when 

in times of great stress, when capitalism 

in either of the countries imagines it 

has its heel on the neck of trade union- 

ism, the trade unions in the other coun- 

tries will come actively to the assistance 

of those engaged in the struggle, and 

that, as a result of such assistance, vic- 

tory may come to them. 

Before I left home I had the impression 

that the problems confronting you here 

are, in the main, the same as those con- 

fronting us in England. I have had that 

impression deepened by listening to the 

address of President Gompers at the open- 

ing session of this convention, I think 
it will not be without interest if I re- 

fer to a few of these questions. I sup- 

pose you have heard that we are inter- 

esting ourselves in England in the sub- 

ject of Chinese labor. We have not got 

Chinese labor in England, but we have it 

in South Africa, and we have had the 

privilege of paying for fetching it there. 

We have turned one government out of 

office very largely because of its action 

in connection with that question, and I 
sincerely hope that it may not be neces- 

sary to turn yet another government out 
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of office because of a refusal to deal with 

the subject in the way we think they 

ought to deal with it. At first I was un- 

der the impression your Chinese labor 

problem was no nearer than Panama; 

but I find it is much closer—that you 

have it here in your midst. Without pre- 

tending to know much of the ins and 

outs of your Chinese question, I think 

I know suffcient of the ways of cap- 

italism to be aware that the China- 

man is not brought here for his own ben- 

efit, nor for yours; nor because of any 

sentimental regard for his right as a hu- 

man being. He is brought here simply 

because he is cheap. That is why he is 

brought into South Africa, and that is 

why we object to his presence there. 

They will tell us that Englishmen can- 

not do the work in South Africa that is 

being done by the Chinese laborers, but_ 

we will tell them we will do it as soon 

as we get a chance. I don’t know what 

excuse they give for having the Chinese 

here. 

Secretary Morrison—The same. 

Mr. Bell—Then, I think your answer 

will be the same. 

For very many years we have been 

advocating the eight-hour day, and when 

I come here I find you are concerned 

over the same problem. I am pleased to 

know that in one of your most power- 

ful trades it is now practically estab- 

lished. We attempted to secure what we 

eall ‘‘Fair Wage Clauses’”’ in our govern- 

ment contracts, and in the work the gov- 

ernment may do itself. We have been 

more or less successful in getting reso- 
lutions to that effect passed,in the House 

of Commons, but they are always seek- 

ing some means to get rid of their own 

resolutions. You know there is all the 

difference in the world between coming 

around at election time and promising 

things and carrying them into effect when 

you are in office. If I am not mistaken 

you. seem to have something similar here. 

I have learned from reports I have read 

that an eight-hour law that applies in the 

United States of America to its citizens 

does not apply to them when they go 

to Panama. Again we have the proof 

that our problems are the same. 

When I was in Canada I found our 

people very wroth over the subject of 

our sending people over there to take 

their places when they were on strike. 

That was not done with the good will 

of the British trade unionists. The Brit- 

ish workmen were deceived as to the 

purpose for which they were brought to 

Canada. 

You have your problem of alien pauper 

labor and so have we. The last govern- 

ment we had undertook to exclude the 

pauper aliens from the British Isles, They 

said they would not have the paupers 

of continental Europe dumped on our 

soil for the British to support out of 

our taxes, and, above all, they would 

not have them come in to lower the 

standard of life for the British work- 

man. That sounded very nice, and I am 

afraid some of us were deceived by it. 

There was one man among us, however, 

who, like a good many of his country- 

men, had his ‘‘doots,’’ and that was Kier 

Hardie. He moved, in the House of 

Commons, that’ the employers should be 

prevented from bringing in workmen from 

the continent of Europe to take the places 

of British workmen on_¥ strike. One 

might have imagined that, considering 

the anxiety of the capitalists to keep up 

the standard of living of the British 

workman, they would have hailed that 

with pleasure, but they would not have 

any of it; the pauper alien is welcome 

when there is trouble on hand. We got 

a bill through the House of Commons, 

but when it went to that venerable in- 

iquity they call the House of Lords they 
threw it out. Here again the same prob- 

lem seems to confront us on both sides of 

the Atlantic. 

I notice that you have trouble here as 

to the status of trade unionism when it 

comes before your law courts. Here it 

is a question of injunctions. I don’t 

know whether this injunction business 

was invented in Great Britain or in Am- 

erica, but the legal mind in both coun- 

tries seems to be pretty much the same. 

I suppose the lawyers in this country 

are of pretfy much the same opinion as 

the lawyers in Great Britain, and that is, 

that the trade unions have too much mon- 

ey and that some of it ought to go into 

the pockets of the legal profession. At 

any rate they succeeded with us in get- 

ting the judges to interpret the law in a 

fashion contrary to that which was sup- 

posed to be the correct rendering of it 

for thirty years before, and we got the 

infamous Taff Vale decision. If we do 

not walk carefully today the funds of 
the labor organizations are at the mercy 



of any unscrupulous employer who can 

get an equally unscrupulous lawyer to 

asist him. The judges have given so many 

extraordinary and contradictory decisions 

that there is no lawyer in the British 

Isles today who can tell us what the 

law in regard to trade unions is. We 

are seeking to get it amended or made 

clearer, and that is one of the reasons 

why Mr. Shackleton, who was to have 

been here, was not able to come. He is 

in the House of Commons looking after 

the bill. 

There is one more subject we have in 

I am one of those who for six- common. 

teen years past have been trying to per- 

suade the trade unionists of England to 

go into politics. At first it was said 

that if we introduced politics into the 

trade unions men of different creeds and 

parties would fall out and trade union- 

But the time came 

should 

ism would-be injured. 

when those of us who thought 

into politics received very powerful as- 

That was when the judges in- 

we 

sistance. 

terpreted the law against us. The 

judges, of course, did not intend to as- 

st us, but they did. There was nothing 

left for the trade unions but to enter 

politics, whether they liked it or not. 

We determined if we entered politics it 

should not be under the auspices of either 

of the great political parties, but would 

have a party of our own. We did so, 
and found the money to run that party, 

and as a consequence we are in a posi- 

tion to control it. About a million of trade, 
unionists are now affiliated with the Na-, 

Labor Party, and we have joined 

us in that party two Socialist so- 

cieties, the British Fabian Society, a} 

smajl one, but one that exerts great in-4 

fluence through its literature—and the} 

Independent Labor Party. Despite its) 

name the latter is an out-and-out So-; 
We have found there 

tional 
a 

with 

cialist organization. 

that the differences that divide Social-} 

ism. and trade unionism are, after all,' 

not so very great. The trade .unionist’ 

wants as large a share‘of what he pro-; 

duces as he can get, and the Socialist 

wants all he produces. The trade union-' 
ist says the Socialist is demanding a 

great deal and that his prospect of get- 

ting it all is small, but after he does not 

think the Socialist is unreasonable in 

asking for all. In the meantime the trade 

unionist is wiling to be content with what 

he can get. The Socialists, on the other 

hand, admit there is reason in what the 
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trade unionists say. Although the So- 

cialist cannot get the trade unionist 

far as he wants him to go he is willing 

to travel the same road as long as it is 

as 

possible for them to travel together. 

When the election came the Socialist 

candidates were supported by the trade 

unionists, and the trade union candidates 

were supported by the Socialists. To 

that policy is to be ascribed the great 

measure of success that awaited us, a 

success that went far beyond our antici- 

pations, and which has laid the founda- 

tions for a real and lasting labor 

party in Great Britain. The Social 

Democratic Federation, to which Mr. 

Foster referred in his report, refused 

to join with the National Par 

That society has a number of able men 

in its ranks, but it failed to secure the 

return of any one of t n to the House 

of Commons at the general election. 

In addition to the thirty men we |! 

returned through the National Party the 

are about twenty labor men in the Hou 

of Commons who ran more or less under 

the auspices of the Liberal Party. It is 

only fair to say they did not oppose the 

election of our candidates and we did 

not oppose theirs and for the most part 

we have been able to work amicably to- 

gether. 

® You may ask if all this. has injured 
, trade unionism along other lines. So 

i\far as I can judge there has been no 

{bad effect; on the contrary, the success 

tion has 

the 

inspiration 

‘that has awaited us at the ele 

quickened interest generally in 

unions in our country. The 

\we had in the general election c: 

is only fair to say, from the S& 

labor 

ycjalist 

ranks. On the other hand, the organized 

and disciplined battalions of trade union- 

ists were what enabled us really to rout 

the enemy. We are cheered to know 

that, not only in our own country, but 

in. this country also, trade unions are 

jable to do something in the political field. 

{We also know that in all the countries in 

\Europe this great struggle is going on. 

It matters not where you turn, in Ger- 

in Austria, in Spain, many, in France, 

jaye, even in Russia itself, we find the 

same struggle going on and we have 

to adopt the same tactics to beat the 

enemy. In whatever country the strug- 

gle is going on we can feel assured 

workers of the other countries are look- 

the 

ing on with sympathy and with a hope 

that the day will come when the workers 
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in all the countries will stand together 
to secure a common victory. Whethet 

that be so or not, at least this can be 

said that there must be no turning back, 

there must be no faint-heartedness. If 

we cannot secure today what we are 

seeking for we must look forward to 

securing it tomorrow. 

President Gompers introduced Frater- 

nal Delegate Allan Gee, who spoke as fol- 

lows: 

Mr. Chairman and .Fellow Delegates: I 

understand, Mr. Chairman, that we were 

made delegates to this convention. We 

are very grateful for that, and we are 

delighted, so far, with our visit to Am- 

erica. I have yet to see some of the 

centers I came to see, Where manufac- 

turing is carried on, where textile in- 

dustries, especially, are carried on, but 

when I visit them I know I shall be 

as heartily welcomed as I have been at 

any place I have yet touched. . 

Like my friend, Bell, I want to convey 

to you the fraternal greetings of the 

3ritish trade unions. We feel, as you do, 

that the cause of labor is the cause of 

humanity; we feel that the workers’ 

cause is the cause of progress and re- 

form, and we believe that except the 

trade union movement travels on evolu- 

tionary lines rather than revolutionary 

lines we will never get to where we are 

aiming. May I say at this time that I 

am very sorry Mr. Shackleton is not able 

to be present with you at this conven- 

tion. He certainly would have liked to 

have been here to convey the greetings 

of the British trade unionists himself, and 

I am afraid that you are having here this 

morning a rather poor substitute for Mr. 

Shackleton. However, you must take the 

will for the deed. 
I am looking forward to the time, not 

when we will be sending fraternal dele- 

gates from England to America or from 

America to England, but to the time 

when we will be having a real interna- 

tional congress of all trades, when we 

will all meet together, because all the 

some problems really lie at the root of 

@ur separate congresses. I am getting 

on in life, yet I am looking forward to 

the day when we will have congresses, 

not with fraternal delegates in attend- 

ance, but congresses where we will dis- 

euss the same problems for every coun- 
try. It may be said that that will be 

a very huge undertaking. Friends, cap- 

ital gets over difficulties of that descrip. 
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tion. Only a year or two ago the cham- 

bers of commerce of the Empire met in 

Canada. The only thing I presume which 

prevents us from having a similar con- 

gress is the question of cost; but I am 

looking forward to the time when we will 

get over that little difficulty and meet in 

one common congress to discuss the gen- 

eral economic and political questions be- 

longing to the workers of the world. 

My friend, Bell, touched upon some of 

the questions which necessarily come be- 

fore workers wherever they meet. There 

is one question I would like to touch upon, 

and that is the question of militarism. 

I remember quite a number of wars of 

my own time, and I have read of others, 

and I know that war to the workers sim- 

ply means fighting the battle and pay- 

ing the bill; that whether our country 

wins or loses labor has to pay both in 

blood and money for everything. When 

the war was on in England, I said we 

had no right to touch South Africa, that 

South Africa belongs to the people there 

and not to England. I can say for ths 

trade unionists that we are not pre- 

pared to go in for conscription or for 

anything that tends in that direction. 

We are not prepared to see introduced 

into our schools military drill. All we 

desire is that our children while they 

are in school shall be taught to do just- 

ly, to act rightly, to walk straightly and 

to see that they love their neighbors as 

themselves. We are therefore, not pre- 

pared to accept this principle of militar- 

ism which to some people is the one 

end of their lives. If Lord Roberts wants 

to make fighting a trade he must not do 

it with my children; if he wants to go 
to war he must take his own children 

and not mine, because it is well under- 

stood in our country that if there are 

any plums in the army the children of 

the workers do not get them. If there 

is any special pay the rich man’s child 

gets it, and as a rule the poor man’s 

child does the fighting while the other 

one gets off scot free. 

I heard what was said by the Chair- 

man and one or two other speakers on 

the subject of the eight-hour day. In 

England today, although we are crying 

out for an eight-hour day, the trade I 

represent, being not well organized, does 

not work an eight-hour day, but very fre- 

quently a sixteen-hour day. It may be 

said here that the English law prohibits 
a sixteen-hour day. The law of Eng- 
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land only prohibits women and children 

from working more than ten hours a 

day; and if nature will permit it an adult 

male can start to work at six o’clock on 

Monday morning and work until twelve 

o’clock on Saturday night and no law be 
broken. We want to see a fifty-five hour 

week for the male operatives, and when 

we have that we will have gone a long 

way towards securing an eight-hour day. 

I found, when I arrived in this country 

that you have a somewhat similar state 

of affairs prevailing here. But I found 

something else, something I hope will 

soon be abolished. During a very short 

visit in Lawrence, Massachusetts, I 

found that the men could go to work in 

the morning and work until ten o’clock 

at night. The women are prohibited 

from doing that, but the women and chil- 

dren can go into the mills after six o’clock 

at night and work until ten o’clock, and 

in some cases all night. That is wrong, 

horribly wrong. I was assured by the 

management of that particular mill that 

it was a very nice thing for the women 

and children in that locality. He assured 

me he had very little difficulty in get- 

ting women who looked after their homes 

all day, who did a full day’s work in 

their homes, to come in there and work 

until ten o’clock at night to earn fifty 

cents. Just fancy women and children 

desiring such a state of things! He must 
have taken me to be a lobster or some: 

thing of that kind, I am glad to know 

there is an immediate prospect that that 

state of things will be done away with. 

We have this system of overtime in 

England, and the law permits it; but 

where trade unionism is strong such 2 

state of things does not prevail. In Lan- 

cashjre, where there are 106,000 men, 

women and young persons engaged in. 
weaving, such a thing as working over- 

time is not permitted. The workmen’s 

organization is so strong it prevents it; 

but even there, even where they are 

strongly organized, there is a tendency 

on the part of the employers to still do 

a little overtime. I will explain. The 

mill will start at six in the morning and 

is expected to run until half past eight, 

but the engines instead of being stop- 

ped at that hour will run until twenty- 

five minutes at nine, and probably start 

three or four minutes before nine. This 

goes on regularly through the week, and 

I am told that four thousand persons 
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more could be employed on one part of 

the industry, the card room, to turn out 

the same production if this state of af- 

fairs were not permitted. 

There was one note in your address, 

Mr. Chairman, with which I was pleased 

and delighted. You spoke about no re- 

duction in wages. I hope that will be 

the cry of every workman all over the 

globe. We must not go back, we must 
not accept reductions in wages, we must 

fight for all we ‘are worth, and I per- 

sonally, like my friend Bell, say that we 

can keep back reductions of wages by 

our votes, and we are going to do it. So 

far as entering into general politics is 

concerned, I hardly think it is necessary 

to do more than practically acquiesce 

in what Mr. Bell has said, The British 

Trade Union Congress at one of our ses- 

sions decided that we should start a 

National Labor Party. That organization 

has proved up to the hilt that it was the 

right and proper policy for us to pur- 

sue. I don’t know whether it is the best 

policy for you or not; I don’t know your 

particular circumstances and I don’t un- 

derstand your politics at all, I did hear 

something about primaries, but have 

found out that they are merely the cau- 

cus meetings of the political parties. We 

are fighting shy of the caucuses of the 

political parties. I hope the _ British 

trade unions will never try to carry out 

the caucus system. Everybody has a 
right to be nominated for any particular 

position and go to the vote. Therefore I 

am not in favor of the caucus as it is 

understood, yet I understand these pri- 

maries are pretty much the same. i do 

not know what line you should take in 

politics, but I will tell you this: I hope 

if you start in politics you will keep out 

bribery and jobbery. Have nothing to do 

with the man or the party that wants to 

spend money to get into power, because 

they are rotten. These are my own per- 

sonal sentiments, and I have no wish 
whatever to dictate what line you shall 

take on the question. 

There was one point Mr. Bell did not 

touch upon. He did not refer to one 

of the things that is of the utmost im- 

portance to the workers. Today the 

workingman of England is face to face 

with this situation: He may or he may 

not be able to save a little money. That 

depends largely upon the man and the 

circumstances surrounding him, and in 
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a great many instances the workman 

does not find it possible to save anything 

for his old age. Now we expect to have 

an old age pension carried in England. 

Even the political parties are now con- 

ceding that it is just as necessary that 

the industrial soldier should have a pen- 
sion as it is that the military or naval 

workman should have one; that it is just 

as necessary that the industrial work- 

man should be saved from going to the 

workhouse; that it is just as necessary 

that he should be saved from looking 

forward to starvation or to dependence 

upon what his family, out of their small 

earnings, can spare for him when he gets 

in the sere and yellow age. Probably 

before this parliament is dissolved we 

will have this old age pension. 

Another thing Mr. Bell did not speak 

of is the great co-operative movement 

we have in England. So far as I can 
see the American workman does not take 

kindly to co-operation. Why this is I 

cannot understand. In England $400,000, 

000 is thus invested, we are doing a trade 

of $100,000,000 a year, and we have two 

and one-fourth million members of the 

co-operative societies. Co-operative socie- 

ties are the handmaids of the trade un- 

ions. What could we not do if the work- 

ers would once take hold of this and not 

only be distributors of goods, but pro- 

ducers of goods? We want to ourselves 

become producers. There is one little 

concern on productive lines in the little 

town I hail from which makes woolen and 

worsted goods for men’s wear. The arti- 

cles of association prevent it from pay- 

ing more than five per cent, but for 

twenty years, with the exception of one 

year when it paid four, it has paid five 

per cent. It has established the eight- 

hour day for its employes, they never 

work overtime, and, what is more, wheth- 

er they work short time or regular time 

they get their full wages every week 

for fifty-two weeks in the year. If this 

can be done in one industry it can in 

others with careful management and ju- 

dicious persons at the head of affairs. 

Now, friends, I think I must draw my 

remarks to a close, and I want to say 

once more how pleased I am to have 

met you gentlemen on this side of the 
Atlantic. I regret that time will prevent 

me from seeing more of your beautiful 

country than can be crammed into five 
or six weeks from the time I left home; 

but I am perfectly certain that what- 
ever your sentiments may be, so far as 

I am concerned, I shall have nothing 

but the kindest remembrances of my 
stay amongst you. 

President Gompers—I take great pleas 

ure in presenting to you Mr. Samuel L. 
Landers, Fraternal Delegate from the Ca- 

nadian Trades and Labor Congress. 

Mr. Landers—Mr. President Gompers 

and Delegates to the Twenty-sixth Annual 

Convention of the American Federation 

of Labor: As a matter of form and, per- 

haps, precedent, it is customary for a 

fraternal delegate to express his great 

pleasure at the privilege of being with 

you, but I desire to say that while I may 

fouow the precedent in this respect, yet 

no form of language can express my 

inner feelings of deep appreciation of be- 

ing permitted, through the method of the 

exchange of fraternal delegates, to 

mingle with you and meet, face to face, 

the leaders of the highest thought and 

most advanced agency for the uplifting 

of humanity on this continent, the Ameri- 

ean labor movement. 

The Trades and Labor Congress of 

Canada, which honored me with being its 

representative at this convention, has 

given me specific instructions to convey 

to you not alone their fraternal greet- 

ings and best wishes for future success, 

but a renewed pledge of fealty and loyalty 

to the American Federation of Labor. 

The recent and twenty-second session 

of the congress, held at Victoria, B. C., 

was one of the most sucessful in its 

history in spite of the fact that it had 

gone into an entirely new territory, where 

the major portion of the local unions are 

only recent acquisitions to the labor 

movement. 

Canada has its immigration problem 

and one perhaps as perplexing as that cf 

the United States inasmuch as all new- 

comers into this country are classed as 

foreigners and subject to immigration 

laws, while the thousands who come into 

Canada from other parts of the British 
empire are considered British subjects and 

admitted while yet they are from a labor 

standpoint undesirable immigrants. 

We have our Chinese and Japanese 

problems. We do not enjoy entire ex- 

clusion of the Chinese, but somewhat over 

a year ago have succeeded in having the 

head tax on Chinamen entering Canada 

raised from $50-to $500, and thus far only 



one Chinaman is known to have paid the 

tax since this law went into force. 

An imperial treaty between England 

and Japan did not permit of restrictive 

laws in regard to the little brown men, 

but the Japanese government undertook 

to limit the emigration to Canada to so 

many per year; and while, in a measure, 

tne cheap Chinese and Japanese coolie 

labor has been restricted in our West- 

ern country, another coolie and cheap la- 

bor problem has appeared on the scene 

during the last year; that of the Indian 

‘coolie from British India, Hindoos and 

Sikhs, who are arriving in shoals, every 

steamer bringing large numbers. They 

are finding employment in the lumber 

camps at half the wages usually paid. 

The country has become familiar with 

the Chinaman and Japanese as an ob- 

noxious immizgrant, but the Hindoo is 

novel and = “startling, considering that 

there are millions of these in India and 

all are British subjects. 

The Indian coolie is of exactly the same 

type of laborer as the Malay, Japanese 

and Chinese coolie. He has the same ca- 

pacity for living on next to nothing, and 

working like an animal. In his own 

country he gets about 6 cents a day and 

his endurance is quite as great as other 

coolie labor. 

‘They have been reaching Canada in 

numbers averaging 3,000 a month and it 

is reported that there are over 50,000 

camped in and around Hong Kong await- 

ing transportation to Canada by outgoing 

steamers. 

‘the cause of this sudden Indian coolie 

immigration into Canada is said to be the 

result of the efforts of the mill, mine and 

cannery owners of British Columbia, who, 

having had their other means of cheap, 

labor cut off, resorted to securing such 

from another source and by securing 

coolies from British India expect to defeat 

the immigration laws. 

The Trades Congress attorney believes , 

under our present immigration law there 
ean be a measure of restriction as un- 

desirable immigrants if the immigration 

department would put the health test 

clause into force, as it is said the ma- 

jority are physically unsound by reason of 

venereal and other diseases—by reason of 

t-eictices among the Indian coolies they 

are absolutely unfitted, hence should be 

excluded from Canada, not be permitted 

moral or 

Tifis 

industrial stand- 

matter will be 

to lower the 

ard of its people. 
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placed before parliament during the com- 

ing session, 

In conclusion I desire to dwell for a 

few moments on the now almost threud- 

bare question of purely Canadian versus 

international affiliated trade unions. A 

recent happening which has given the 

question considerable publicity in the 

press of England and Canada, and, I re- 

gret to say, has been copied largely by 

the labor press of the United States, 

makes it imperative that I as the fra- 

ternal delegate from Canada should say 

something on this question. I refer to 

the recent visit to Canada of one of the 

Labor members of the British House of 

commons, Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald, 

M, P. 
Mr. Macdonald paid a flying visit 

through Canada, and since his return to 

England has been writing articles to the 

London Chronicle and Labor leaders which 

have been decidely detrimental to our 

cause, and the vexatious feature of the 

matter is that his journalistic criticisms 

are not founded on fact. 

One of his criticisms being “the Ca- 

nadian labor movement to be successful 

must first go through a nationalizing 

fire.” Again he states: “It is grim com- 

ment on what passes as imperialist sen 

timent that in the province where im- 

perialism is said to be at its lowest ebb, 

Quebec, the trade union movement is 

organized nationally, and suspicion of the 

United States finds expression in inde- 

pendent Canadian labor organizations, 

whilst in those provinces supposed to be 

most British organized labor pays fees 

to United States headquarters. 

We certainly do not impute to Mr. 

Macdonald an intentional endeavor to 

injure our movement in Canada, but 

rather statements and arguments made 

in ignorance of the actual facts and the 

result of a superficial knowledge. 

Had he have given this question more 

time and consideration, he would have 

said, as Brother Bell, to whom I ex- 

plained the situation the other day, when 
he said to’ .e: 

“T understand clearly the necessity of 

your international affiliation, the real 

fact is you Canadian trade unionists have 

annexed the sympathy and support of the 

American Federation of Labor, without 

which you could not exist.” 

It is certainly regrettable that Brit- 
ish labor members of parliament would 

come to Canada, spend about a week or 
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ten days in our country and go, figura- 

tively speaking, express speed from coast 

to coast and take a snap shot judgment 

of the Canadian workers and the Ca- 

nadian labor movement, and his argu- 

ments be used by our enemies to its 

detriment, and I desire, as a Canadian 

trade unionist, to ask my British col 

league fraternal delegates to make it 

clear to our brothers across the waters 

that we emphatically protest against such 

unfair criticisms, whether they come 

through friend or foe. 

Never in the history of the labor move- 

ment in Canada was there a greater ab- 

sence of anything savoring of a sever- 

ance of our international ties nor a more 

loyal feeling toward the A. F. of L. and 

the labor movement in the United States, 

We have implicit confidence in its lead- 

ers and its policy and’ will continue to 

fight, side by side, for freedom, brother-- 

hood and justice, recognizing neither 

boundary lines nor flags. 

Permit me to thank you for the kindly 

and patient hearing you have accorded 

me. JI desire again to extend fraternal 

greetings from the trade unionists and 

Wage earners of the Dominion of Can- 

ada, 

President Gompers announced that as 

it was near the hour for adjournment he 

would defer making responses to the ad- 

dresses of the fraternal delegates until 

later in the day. 

intro- 

com- 

The following resolutions 

duced and referred to the 

mittees: 

were 

proper 

tesolution No. 62—By Delegate James 

Duncan, of the G. C. I. A.: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its convention at Min- 
neapolis, urges upon the members of the 
Judiciary Committee of the House of 
Representatives. the duty of making a 
favorable report upon Joint Resolution 
86, which provides for submitting to the 
legislatures an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States allowing 
women to vote; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urges upon all members 
of congress and senators the duty of 
adopting said joint resolution; and 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary is 
hereby instructed to forward to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and to the speaker copies 
of these resolutions as well as to the 
Chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary in the House of Representatives. 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
quests its delegates to use every oppor- 
tunity during the coming short session 
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of congress to bring to the attention of 
congressmen of their respective states 
the merits of joint resolution 86 and to 
urge favorable action upon it. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 68—By Delegate James 

Duncan, of the G. C. I. A.: 

WHEREAS, The delegates to the Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, convention of the 
A. F. of L., Nov. 1906, in convention as- 
sembled, believe that action which makes 
for the peace of nations is intimately 
bound up with the welfare of the work- 
ers of all nations, and that labor should 
make an organized effort to aid the 
movement for arbitration of international 
disputes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
instructed to send a copy of this reso- 
lution to each local union affiliated there- 
to and to each local union of affiliated na- 
tional and international bodies, also to ev- 
ery affiliated central body and_ state 
branch and notify them that it is the 
sense of this convention that each local 
union, central and state body should 
communicate with their representatives 
in congress asking whether they belong 
to or are in sympathy with the arbitra- 
tion group and requesting them and the 
President of the United States to give 
the support of our government to the 
resolutions of the Interparliamentary Un- 
ion, regarding the subjects to be dis- 
cussed at the second Hague conference, 
to the end that there shall be establish- 
ed: 

1 Immunity of private property 
in time of war. 

2 A general arbitration treaty. 

3 <A periodic world assembly. 

4 Impartial investigation of all diffi- 
culties before hostilities are engaged in 
between nations. 

Referred to Committee on 

Report. a 

at sea 

President’s 

Resolution No. 

Duncan, of the G. 

WHEREAS, There has not been 
immigration legislation since our 
convention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this convention, that 
last year’s immigration resolutions, and 
the previous demand for more adequate 
restrictive immigration laws, be reaf- 
firmed, 

Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report, 

64—By Delegate James 

ey Bes 

any 
last 

Resolution No. 65—By Delegate B. L. 

Steel and 

of North 

Jordan, of the International 

Copper Plate Printers’ Union 

America: 

WHEREAS, Macey & Co., of New 
York, have persistently refused to recog- 
nize or adjust legitimate grievances pre- 
sented to them by and through the In- 
ternational Steel and Copper Plate 
Printers’ Union of North America; and 
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WHEREAS, They uave ignored’ the 
Union Plate Printers and have supplant- 
ed the latter with scab men and even 
women, in the positions formerly held 
by Union Plate Printers, and have es- 
poused and conducted an open shop the 
past three years against the protest of 
the International Union of Plate Printers 
and the appeals of the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That said firm of Macey 
& Co be declared unfair, unreasonable 
and callous to the just demands of or- 
ganized labor, and that their conduct has 
been fraught with great injury and loss 
to the journeymen plate printers of New 
York city and the trade in general; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, ‘That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor now in session in Min- 
neapolis, Minn., do hereby place said firm 
of Macey & Co. on the unfair list of this 
organization. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 66—By Delegate J. W. 

Kline, of the International Brotherhood 

of Blacksmiths and Helpers: 

WHEREAS, The matter of jurisdictiou 
over Carriage and Wagon Blacksmiths 
over which said craft, the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
does, and always has claimed jurisdic- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, We hold that a mistake 
was made in issuing them a charter in 
violation of Section 11, Article IX, of the 
A. F. of L. constitution which provides 
that no charter shall be granted to any 
organization, if the jurisdiction claimed 
therein is trespassing on the jurisdiction 
of existing affiliated unions, without their 
written consent; and 

WHEREAS, ‘This consent was never 
given, neither were we consulted in the 
matter; and 

WHEREAS, At the Pittsburg conven: 
tion, the Grievance Committee recom- 
mended; and it was passed, that the in- 
coming Executive Council take the matter 
up at their next meeting and carry oul 
the article in the constitution as above 
quoted, they having failed to arrive at a 
decision; therefore, be it 

‘RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention now assembled, grant 
to the International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers, full jurisdiction ovet 
the Carriage and Wagon Blacksmiths, 
their helpers and finishers, 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 67—By Delegate A. Jo- 
hannsen, of the Chicago Federation of La- 

bor: 

WHEREAS, It ts well known that the 
postal clerks, quite a number of whom 
are regularly affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, are the most over- 
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worked and underpaid employes of the 
government; and 

WHEREAS, The postal clerks have to 
labor daily an uncertain number of hours 
for an uncertain annual wage due to 
the absence of a fixed hour and wage 
law; and 

WHEREAS, The past few years has 
seen an advance in the price of necessi- 
ties, especially in large cities where pos- 
tal clerks are mostly employed, and they 
have received no increase in wages to 
meet this advanced cost of living as have 
mostly all other classes of workers; 
and 

WHEREAS, These conditions have ob- 
tained for years and the postal clerks 
as a body have been unable to correct 
the abuses and grievances in the matter 
of hours and wages by reason of the end- 
less rules and regulations hedged about 
them by the department and by the ex- 
ecutive order the effects of which are that 
the clerks cannot seek remedial legis- 
lation directly or indirectly, or petition- 
7 congress to redress their grievances; 
anc 

WHEREAS, In view of the aforesaid 
conditions of the postal clerks and their 
inability to speak for themselves with- 
out incurring official displeasure, be it 

RESOLVED, That the legislative com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
address an appeal to the chairman of the 
post roads committee in the United States 
senate and the’ house of representatives 
looking toward the correction of the 
abuses of the men in this branch of the 
government service. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No, 68—By Delegates Jos. 

F. Valentine, E. J. Denney, Geo. M. Digel, 

Valentine Barie and John Bradley, of the 

Iron Molders’ Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, A law recently enacted by 
the legislature of the state of Alabama, 
known as the ‘‘anti-boycott law,’ is very 
stringent and sweeping in character; and 

WHEREAS, The provisions of the law 
prevents even the right of the individual 
citizen, or citizens collectively, to declare 
the goods of any concern unfair upon pen- 
alty of fine and imprisonment; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be instructed to go into 
a thorough investigation of the provisions 
of the so-called anti-boycott law of the 
state of Alabama; and, be it further * 

RESOLVED, That the said Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be authorized 
and instructed to test the constitution- 
ality of this law, if, after a careful con- 
sideration of the same, it be found practi- 
cable to do so. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 69—By Delegate W. D. 

Mahon, of the Railroad Telegraphers: 

WHEREAS, No progress can be made 
by the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
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Butcher Workmen in packing houses 
where the strike took place in 1904 be- 
cause the packers seem to be and the 
Butchers believe they are yery antagonis- 
tic towards their union; 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor appoint a 
committee of three, one of which shall 
be a member of the Executive Board, to 
meet with the packers and ask them to 
define their policy toward organized la- 
bor. 

Referred to Committee on 

tion, 

Organiza- 

Resolution No. 70—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union; 

WHEREAS, The disaster to the pas- 
senger steamer “Rio Janeiro’ at the en- 
trance of San Francisco bay, the “General 
Slocum” in New York harbor and the 
“Valencia” on Vancouver Island, B. La 
where each upon investigation traced to 
an inefficient and insufficient crew; ang 

WHEREAS, So far no efforts have been 
made to prevent the recurrence of such 
disasters except by providing that pas- 
senger vessels shall carry better and more 
life-saving appliances, sufficient number 
of skilled men to handle them being left 
out; and 

WHEREAS, Representative 
New York has introduced a 
12472, to remedy this defect; 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled 
that this bill be endorsed and that con- 
gress be respectfully requested to en- 
act the same into law. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 

Resolution No. 71—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, Ocean steamers under the 
American flag still continue to carry Chi- 
nese as firemen, sailors and cooks and 
stewards, signed in Hongkong, China; 
and u 

WHEREAS, This is in violation of the 
Chinese exclusion act, American ship be- 

. ing American soil, and in violation of 
Section 4463 Revised Statutes of the Unit- 
ed States as construed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, it being held 
that a crew that does not understand the 
English language or the language of the 
officers in command of such vessel is an 
inefficient crew; and 
WHEREAS, These facts have been re- 

peatedly brought to the attention of the 
President of the United States and th¢ 
appropriate executive departments; there- 
fore, be it 
RESOLVED, By this, the twenty-sixth 

annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to bring this matter be- 
fore the President of the United ‘States 
with the respectful request that the law 
be enforced. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Golden of 
bill, H. R. 
therefore, 

Resolution No. 72—By Delegates Ryan, 

Kelly, McCain, of the International As- 
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sociation of Bridge and Structural Iron 

Workers: 

WHEREAS, The United States Steel 
Corporation, and its subsidiary compa- 
nies, together with the National Erec- 
tors’ Association and the National Man- 
ufacturers’ Association, have and are for 
the past fifteen months been pursuing a 
policy that is inimical to our usefulness 
as an organization; and 

WHEREAS, The Steel Trust and -..s 
allies are and have been preaching and 
as far as in their power practicing free 
and unlimited competition in the pur- 
chasing of labor for the erection of their 
work; and 

WHEREAS, The policy of open shop or 
unrestricted competition in labor that we 
have to sell is a hardship on us and a 
benefit to them; and 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, by the Dingley tariff law re- 
stricts all competition and makes compe- 
tition prohibitory in some cases in tha 
manufacture and sale of the product the 
United States Steel Co. make, fabricate, 

_ and erect; and 

WHEREAS, The steel they make here 
in the United States is sold at higher 
prices here than in foreign lands, the 
prices differ up to one-fourth and one- 
half less per ton than in the home mar- 
ket; this is clearly against the best in- 
terests of the workers, and the people 
in general and for the good of the few 
millionaires in the steel trusts; and 

_ WHEREAS, The said trust is using all 
its financial and physical strength and 
its monopoly of steel to crush the In- 
ternational Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers, and the firms 
that are fair to them, out of existence 
on the one hand by the open or non- 
union shop and on the other by declar- 
ing an embargo on companies that are 
fair; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that the Executive Council 
be instructed to draw up, or cause to 
be drawn up, immediately a bill that wili 
repeal the tariff law on all steel products 
such as are manufactured by the steel 
trust, said bill to get the full pressure 
of organized labor behind it, to-wit: Cen- 
tral Bodies, State Federations and the 
undivided support of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 73—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, There is no legal load line 
established by the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Advantage is taken of this 
neglect to overload vessels to such an 
extent as to destroy their buoyancy and 
to make them unseaworthy; and 

WHEREAS, This has become especially 
prevalent on the Great Lakes since the 
deepening of the channels and harbors, 
vessels built to draw 16 feet loaded, ~~~ 
now often loaded down to 18 feet or more; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Several of these overload- 
ed vessels are during each recurring sea- 
son lost with all hands; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor use its best efforts 
in furthering legislation which will check 
such overloading. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 

Ryan: 

WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that contractors on government work do 
not always pay the prevailing rate of 
wages; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 
struct the Executive Council to formu- 
late and cause to be introduced in con- 
gress a law making it obligatory to have 
inserted in all government contracts, a 
clause requiring that all contractors on 
government work pay the prevailing rate 
of wages in the district in which the con- 
tracts are to be carried to completion and 
in the districts where material entering 
into said contract is being formulated. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

74—By Delegate F. M 

convention in- 

Resolution No. 75—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The freedom won by other 
working people has under the plea of ne- 
cessity been denied to seamen, leaving 
them subject to involuntary servitude, i. 
e., penal punishment for violation of a 
civil contract to labor; and 

WHEREAS, Laws forbidding combina- 
tion amongst seamen while in port have 
been, and now are used to prevent wages 
of scamen from rising to correspond with 
men of equal skill working on shore and 
corresponding to the increase in prices 
and a growing standard of living; and 

WHEREAS, These conditions have 
made it impossible for seamen to marry; 
and 

WHEREAS, These conditions are pre- 
venting boys from seeking the sea, and 
men from remaining at sea, to the detri- 
ment of our merchant marine and the se- 
rious danger to our national safety and 
prestige; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Spight of 
Mississippi has introduced a bill to rem- 
edy these evils; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urge upon congress an 
or and favorable consideration of this 

ill. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions 

Resolution No. 76—By the Delegates of 

the International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The Sherman anti-trust 
law was so drawn as to furnish an ex- 
cuse to bring organizations of labor with- 
in the scope of its provisions, penaliz- 
ing combination of labor in place of mon- 
opoly of labor products; and 

WHEREAS, This has served as a ius- 
tification for the issuance of injunctions 
in labor disputes; and 

, Steam; 
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WHEREAS, Representative Hearst of 
New York has introduced a bill to rem- 
edy this defect in the law; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that this amendment be 
endorsed and that congress be urged to 
give to it an early and favorable con- 
sideration. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 

liam H. Frazier, 

Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The pilotage laws of Vir- 
ginia compel owners of coastwise sailing 
vessels to pay a tonnage of 10c per ton 
per annum as pilot fees; and 

WHEREAS,. No services by pilots are 
performed or deemed necessary; theres 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor through its Executive Coun- 
cil request the Virginia State Legislature 
to so amend the pilotage laws as to re- 
move from shipping this burden which 
seems to have no justification; and, fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the Pilots’ 
tion be requested to assist in amending 
said laws which now serve as a reason 
for an attack upon and may possibly lea& 
to the abolition of compulsory pilotage 
in other states where it is necessary for 
the safety of property and human life. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions, 

77—By Delegate Wil- 

of the International 

Associa- 

Resolution No. 78—By Delegate Wil- 

liam H. Frazier, of the International Sea- 

men’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The_ federal inspection 
laws exempt steamboats from compulsory 
employment of skilled pilots, to the great 
and unnecessary increase in the risk to 
property and life; and 

WHEREAS, Sailing vessels are com 
pelled to pay such pilotage thereby put-+ 
ting them under burdens, which should 
be borne by all vessels, whether sail or 

therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that congress be requested 
to repeal the law exempting steamships 
from taking on board skilled bar-pilots 
and to so distribyte the burden on com- 
merce that it shall be borne in just pro- 
portion by all vessels and that property 
and life be properly protected. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 79—By 

S. Maloney, of Lawrence, 

tral Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Organization be empowered to consider 
and report recommendations or sugges- 
tions on organization for political ac- 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Robt. 

(Mass.), Cen- 
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Resolution No. 80—By Delegate Thom- 

as J. Mulkern, of the Boston Newsboys’ 

Union No. 9077: 

WHEREAS, Boston Newsboys’ Protec- 
tive Union No. 9077, after five years’ ex- 
perience in the labor movement, have 
proven that unions of newsboys, under 
the guidance of the American Federation 
of Labor, are practical and can become 
permanent; and 

WHEREAS, In the city of Boston, 
Newsboys’ Union No. 9077 has been, and 
is of a great benefit to the newsboys, 
both in bettering the conditions in their 
vocation and in the. education of their 
members, thereby gaining the respect of 
the labor movement and the general pub- 
lic in their vicinity; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled, that the Executive Council request 
its organizers, also the State Federations 
and Central Labor Bodies throughout the 
country, to make a special endeavor dur- 
ing the coming year to organize the news- 
boys throughout the country. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 81—By 

Kennev O'Sullivan: 

RESOLVED, That the 
eration of Labor at its convention at 
Minneapolis, urges upon the members 
of the Judiciary Committee of the house 
of representatives the duty of making 
a favorable report from joint resolution 
86 which provides for submitting to the 
legislatures an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States allowing 
women to yote; and 

RESOLVED, That 

Delegate Mary 

American Fed- 

Fed- 
nbers 

of congress and senators the dMty of 

adopting said joint resolution; and 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary is 
hereby instructed to forward to Pre lent 
Roosevelt and to the speaker, copies of 
these resolutions, as well as to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary 
in the house of representatives, ; 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
quests its delegates to use every oppor- 
tunity during the coming short 
of congress to bring to the attention of 
the congressmen of their respective 
states the merits of joint resolution 86 
and to urge favorable action upon it. 

Referred to Committee on 

the American 
eration of Labor urges upon all me 

session 

tesolutions. 

Resolution No. 82—By Jos. N. 

Owen Miller, Frank €piegl, 

the A. F. of M.: 

WHEREAS, 
Alien Contract 

Weber, 

Representing 

The amendment to the 
Labor Act exempting 

“professionals” from its provisions, has 
resulted in the treasury department de- 
ciding that musicians are professionals 
under the Act as amended, therefore ex- 
empt from its provisions; and 

VHEREAS, This interpretation of the 
“alien Contract Lobor Act’? has_resulted 
in opening the ports of the United States 

the indiscriminate importation of mu- 
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sicians from not only Europe, Put 
the entire world. flooding 
with cheap musicians, 
tition with resident 
do take engagements under conditions 
and for remuneration that un American 
musician cannot possibly acecept; and 

WHEREAS, This evil has grown to that 
extent that during the summer se 
nearly all the summer gardens, 
etc., are supplied with so-called 
Italian,’ ‘“‘Royal Hungarian,”’ ‘‘Roy :l 
waiian,’’ and in some instances little chil- 
dren from six to twelve years of age ar? 
dressed in fantastic uniform, given some 
outlandish title, and utilized in place of 
resident musicians; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
sixth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor urge upon all affil- 
iated bodies to extend to the American 
Federation of Musicians every possible 
assistance in eradicating this unfair pr 
tice which is threatening to drive 
American musician out of business: 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legi 
mittee of the A. F. of ] . 
structed to lend every possible aid ) 
the A. F. of M. in an endeavor to so 
amend the Alien Contract Labor law. so 
that its provisions shall be applied to 
musicians. 

Referred to Committee on 

from 
this country 

who, in compe- 
musicians, .an and 

itive Ce 
a hereby 

Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 

Riddell, of the 

Double Drum 

No. 11275. 

WHEREAS, The charter granted by 
the American’ Federation of Labor to 
the Metropolitan Association Double Drum 
Hoister Runners No. 11275, did permit our 
organization to do all hoisting on exca- 
vating and all work in that line operated 
by skeleton engines; and 

WHEREAS, The International Steam 
Engineers’ Union, through In U. M. 184 
of New York city has attempted to dis- 
pute our rights under the charter granted 
to this work, which if carried into ef- 
fect would mean the destruction of our 
union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the right of the 
Metropolitan Association Double Drum 
Hoister Runners No. 11275 to continue to 
perform the work as granted by the 
charter, be herewith re-endorsed. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

88—By Delegate R. J. 

Metropolitan 

Hoister 

Association 

Runners’ Union 

Resolution No. 

Entenza, 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, That owing to the fact 
that a great many factories are moving 
their interest into the south and throw- 
ing the tide of immigration in that dj- 
rection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-s‘*xt 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor instruct its Executive Council 

84—By Delegate Tony 

of the Florida State Federation 
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to place a paid organizer in the state of 
Florida for a period of six months. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 

tion. 

Resolution No. 85—By Delegate William 

Corless, of the Scranton, (Pa.), Central 
Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American 
eration of 

into the colonies of the Australian 
to make a study 

Fed- 
Labor send a representative 

Fed- 
eration of labor con- 
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ditions existing there; and particularly 
as to the labor political movement, and 
labor legislation secured during recent 
years in the colonies; said representative 
to report the results of his labors at the 
next convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Referred to 

Report. 

Committee on President's 

The convention was then adjourned te 

meet at 2 p. m. 



FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., Thursday, Nov. 15. President 

Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees — Noschang, Fischer, Dunn, 
Walls, Law, Macfarlane, Richardson, 
kennedy, Cumming, Mangan, Flannery, 
Koch, Rickert, West, Driscoll, Fitz- 
patrick, Wulff, McSorley, Roth, Smiley, 
Barter, Wild, Walsh, Price, Donnelly, 
Call, Freeman, Mitchell, Wilson, Fahy, 
Dempsey, Denny, Miller, Carey (J. T.), 
Wilson, Dix, Shepard, Quick, Lambert, 
*tahon, Sands, Kirk, Hart, Kelly, Hawley, 
leberling, Hibbert, Raasch, Powell, Mor- 

ean, Eyrne, Iglesias, Rothwell, Joyce, 
Grant, Campbell, Zihlman, Farley, Hedly, 
Burgess, Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins 

%. W.), Whiteman, Maloney, Maupin, 
sang, Porter, Bohm, Guye, Leps, Glenn, 
‘ooney, MeSwiggen, Summerville, Hill, 
Woodmansee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), 
Jones, Hargan, D'Alessandro, Mulkern. 

President Gompers—I feel it a duty as 

weil as a pleasure to say that we were 

exceedingly interested in the splendid ad- 

dresses, in the amount of infor- 

mition given us, in the expressions 

of fraternal and the hope of 

still further cementing the bonds of fra- 

ternity and brotherhood, conveyed to us 

by our fraternal delegates this morn- 

ing. It goes without saying that it reached 

the very depths cf our hearts. 

The years 

ago why we call our trade unions inter- 

national, and whether they take in Eu- 

ropean countries. We have answered no, 

not at any rate, for the present. The 

title ‘international’? when applied to our 

trade unions, includes the North Ameri- 

ean continent, which, politically 

not one and identical, yet commercially 

and practically is practically one, 

large 

good will 

question was asked some 

though 

There is little hesitancy on the part of 

employers to move their establishments 

from one American country to another. 

while we hope that there will be at some 

day not too far distant that parliament of 

labor of the world and the establish- 

ment of the fraternity of man, still for the 

present we propose to have the parlia- 

ment of labor of the North American con- 

tinent We are allied with each other the 

same as though we were in different 

cities or different states or provinces in 

either of the countries. It is not a Unit- 

ed States labor movement, it is not a 

Porto Rican labor movement, it is not a 

Hawaiian labor movement, it is not a 

Canadian labor movement, it is the labor 

movement of the North American conti- 

nent, and apart from any sentimentality, 

the practical necessity for the protection 

and the promotion of our 

terests compels us to so 

movement. 

We have 

delegate 

material in- 

conduct our 

heard 

from 

bers of our 

from the fraternal 

Canada that the 

common movement 

received as large, if not larger, returns 

from their investments in the payment 

of dues to the general unions than do the 

members United States. 

That certain industrial 

conditions which may pass away within a 

brief period, These things fluctuate, but 

as they fluctuate we are all of us willing 

to bear our own 

own 

the common good. 

mem- 

there 

residing in the 

may be due to 

burdens and make our 

contributions in the interest of 

there 

is aS large a number of trade unionists liv- 

I venture to say 

ing in Canada who are officers and mem- 

bers of who hold 

positions in the 

American trade union movement, as there 

are in proportion to the active trade union- 

United States. 

attention, perhaps in 

the way of correction rather than any 

particular statement of facts, to the 

question of the eight-hour day, The In- 

ternational Typographical Union has been 

in the movement for sixteen 

establish the eight-hour day. 

executive boards 

high and _ responsible 

ists in the 

I wish to eall 

months to 

It is an erroneous impression that the 

International Typographical Union is the 

first trade in America to fight for the 

eight-hour day. As a matter of fact, as 

early as the sixties a few of our unions 

established the eight-hour day, and the 

stonecutters of New York maintained 

the eight-hour day through the indus- 

trial crises of 1873 and 1877. 

(133) 
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Through the impetus given by the 

American Federation of Labor to our 

affiliated organizations quite a large num- 

ber of them enjoy the eight-hour day. 

The building trades very nearly all of them 

enjoy the eight-hour day in nearly every 

city on the North American continent. 

The trade of which I have the honor to 

be a member established the eight-hour 

day in 1886. 

As a result of the strike of 1897 of the 

bituminous miners they established the 

eight-hour day on April 1, 1898, which is 

now practically universally in force in the 

entire bituminous mining industry. They 

tried to secure it for the anthra- 

cite There is a sporadic effort 

going on all the time to establish this, 

but the impetus being given the move- 

ment will cause it to go on uninterrupted 

and unabated until the eight-hour day 

is written upon the banners of labor ev- 

erywhere. 

miners. 

I know I but feebly express the senti- 

ments of the delegates to this conven- 

tion when I speak of the esteem in which 

the fraternal delegates are held, and 

the cordial welcome we wish to ex- 

tend them. Our hearts are open, and 

if you don’t enter it is your own fault, 

not ours. We want you to feel that you 

are one of us, not strangers. A man 

with a clear-cut union card, one who 

honestly believes in it—I don’t mean the 

man who takes his card as a 

he belongs to the movement and we must 

earry him along—but the man who views 

everyone of his actions from the moral 

and equitable standpoint of his union 

card, the man whose life is prompted 

by all the hopes and aspirations that are 

certainly expressed in his clear-cut union 

necessity, 

card—that is the union man we want to 

tie to us and that we want to tie to. 

The great rank and file of our American 

labor movement want you to know that 

when you are with us you are one of 

us, that there are none better than you 

in our hearts, in our: hopes, in our 

desire to make you welcome and to 

make you feel that you are in your 

own home and in your own house, 

Delegate Farrell, for the Committee on 

Credentials, reported as follows: 

We, your Committee on Credentials, 

beg leave to report favorably on the cre- 

dentials of A. L. Urick, of the Des 

Moines Trades and Labor Assembly, and 

recommend that he be seated, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in, 

Vice President Duncan in the ch 

Treasurer Lennon—tThe special commit- 

tee appointed yesterday to meet the dele-. 

gates of the American Society of Equity 

is ready to submit a report. 

The following report was presented by 

the special committee: 

Minneapolis, Minn., November 15, 1906. 

To the Convention of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor: 

Your Committee on Conference with 

the representatives of the National 

Union of the American Society of Equity, 

representing the farmers, submits the fol- 

lowing report: 

The farmers’ representatives submitted 

the following «s the action of their late 

convention, held in East St. Louis, II. 

“Whereas, the object of the American 
Society of [Equity is to secure equitable 
prices based on the cost of production for 
all farm products, and that in thus pro- 
tecting the producer in the fruits of his 
toil, its purpose is to do equity by all; 

Therefore, it is not the purpose of the 
society to exclude any honest classes in 
the benefits of this movement; on the 
contrary the movement has been planned 
wide and deep to embrace ALL, and ex- 
tend the benefits of equity to the con- 
sumers of farm products as well as to 
vroducers. 

Should the time come 
taken by organizations, industrial or 
otherwise, to organize the consumers of 

farm products of our cities and towns on 
the lines of equity in the prices of com- 
modities and necessities of living, the 
American Society of Wquity will be will- 
ing under its constitution and in every 
practicable way and in accordance with 
strict business principles to co-operate 
with, sympathize with and promote the 
same. 

While the American Society of Equity 
disapproves, and even condemns all vio- 
lation of contract and all arbitrary break- 
ing of plighted agreements on the part of 
associations of organized industry, never- 
theless the American Society of Equity 
recognizes the right of labor to organize 
for its right and welfare, and that such 
organization has lifted up and dignified 
labor, guaranteed the excellence of its 
product, saved the workingman from serf- 
dom, secured him a fair proportion of 
wages for work done, lessened the hours 
of his toil, saved his children from unduly 
early toil and saved posteritv thereby 
from becoming a race of degenerates. 

Believing these assertions to be true, 
then should organized consumers fin anv 

when steps are 
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ef the labor organizations decide to cul- 
tivate friendly and trade relations with 
the producing classes—farmers—and for 
this purpose decide to estabdiish ag-_uacies, 
exchanges, ete., or other means ot di- 
recily meeting the producing classes and 
receiving their products at first hands, 
the Am-rican Society of Equity will be 
more than willing to co-operate to the 
end that consumers may secure the neces- 
sities of life at equitable pr E 

We believe this reciprocal benefit move- 
ment, once started, will result in an al- 
most immediate outlet for perishable pro- 
ducts, «and moreover will prove a_ sheet 
anchor to the labor unions now organized 
and the greatest possible power for fu- 
ture organization work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. C. POTTHAST. 

Committee discussed at The Joint 

length as to ways and means to bring 

about a better feeling and a more ac- 

tive co-operation between the toilers of 

the cities and the mine, and the tillers of 

the soil on the farm, the garden and°* 

the orchard. Your Committee finds that 

while all citizens, both organized and un- 

erganized, are fundamentally equally in- 

terested in eliminating injustice to all 

classes of producers, that the only ele- 

ment of society in a position to do or 

even attempt to do anything practical in 

furthering the interests of either the 

wge-earner or the farmer, are the trade 

unions on the one hand, and the farm- 

ers’ organization on the other, As usual 

the organized must bear the burdens of 

all and bear the brunt of the fight to 

improve the conditions of those who toil 

in our cities, and relieve the farmers from 

the unjust burdens they now bear, from 

the unjust extortions of transportation 

and the middle men who now handle the 

produce of the farmer. Therefore, your 

eommmittee recommends the passage of 

the following resolutions: 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
wage workers still outside the folds of 
our union to affiliate therewith, and we 
urge the unaffiliated farmers to cast 
their lot with the farmers’ organization, 
in order to promote the mutual interests 
of both; and 2 

RESOLVED, That we recommend to 
our members everywhere to demand the 
products of the farm, garden and or- 
chard, that bear the label of the farm- 
ers’ organization, as the farmers have 
assured us they will do by products bear- 
ing the labels of our trade unions; and 

RESOLVED, In order to carry into ef- 
fect this mutual understanding that our 
neal unions and city central hodies when 
ealled upon by the representatives of the 
farmers’ organization, appoint commit- 
tees to co-operate with them in the ef- 
fort to promote the demand for union 

labeled products, and that a fraternal in- 
terchange of delegates be continued be- 
tween the trade unions and the farmers’ 
organization, both at national and state 
conventions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Federation Committee: 

D. A. Hayes, John A, Vohl, John T. 

Smith, Chas. Lavin, A. W. McCal- 

lum, John B. Lennon, A. J. Kug- 

ler, D. A. Bruten, E. H. Basenberg 

Farmers’ Committee: 

M. Wes. Tubbs, Indianapolis, Ind.; 

Dr. John F. Twohy, St. Louis, Mo.; 

N. C. Crawley, Baraboo, Wis.; P. L. 

Scritsmier, Bloomer, Wis.; ‘Thos. 

IXmmerton, Bloomer, Wis.; ©. Q. 

Billings, Eau Galle, Wis.; T. S. 

Morrell, Cedar, Minn.; W. J. Math- 

ews, Colfax, Wis. 

Vice President Hayes—I move the 

adoption of the report of the speciai com- 

mittee. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Hayes spoke at some 

length in favor of the repert, and said 

in part: The principal object of our com- 

mittee is to get before the members of 

the trade unions affiliated with the Am 

erican Federation of Labcr the « 

the farmers have in view. Therefore 

we have outlined a plan that will result. 

if followed, in much good, especially if 

this body will send delegates to the next 

state conventions of the farmers and to 

their next national convention which will 

be held next October. Another thing I 

want to emphasize is the necessity of 

state federations taking an interest in 

this matter and sending fraternal dele- 

gates to the state conventions of the 

farmers’ organization. This American 

Society of Equity promises to encourage 

the purchase of goods bearing the union 

label. This means the advertisement o 

the label. 

The question was discussed at some 

length by Delegate De Nedrey, and both 

Delegates De Nedrey and MceMorrow asked 

if the movement would tend to prevent 

the shipment of young men from the farms 

into the cities to take the places of 

men belonging to labor unions’ who were 

on strike. The question was answered 

affirmatively by several members of the 

committee representing the American So- 

ciety of Equity. 

Treasurer Lennon discussed the report 

at some length. and said in part: There 

has come into the farmers‘ movement 
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for organization within the last year or 

two, new ideas and principles. Whoever 

heard of the Grange or the Farmers’ Al- 

liance proposing to patronize the prod- 

uct of the trade unionists that bore the 

union label? Whoever heard of either of 

these organizations trying to bring about 

co-operation as to industrial affairs be- 

tween themselves and the trade union- 

ists? But this organization and one or 

two others, particularly in Texas, are 

building organizations on the lines of 

trade unionism as near as the conditions 

of their toil and their labor will per- 

mit, and they are starting with the idea 

of co-operation as to industrial affairs 

with the trade unions as they exist in 

our Federation, making an entirely dif- 

ferent proposition from the farmers’ or- 

ganizations that have existed during the 

past forty or fifty years. 

Delegate McMorrow discussed the ques- 

tion at some length and asked that the 

delegates from the American Society of 

Equity state more clearly the position 

they intended to take with reference ta 

sending young men to take the places 

ef strikers in the city. He asked that 

they state their position more clearly in 

regard to other matters. 

Delegate Mahon asked if the gentle- 

man represented the farm laborers or the 

farm owners. The reply was that they 

represented the farm owners. 

Delegate Lavin spoke at length in favor 

of the adoption of the report, and urged 

the necessity of co-operation with the 

farmers’ societies, He asked that no 

complaint be made of the course pursued 

societies in the past, but, 

that the offer of the American Society of 

Equity to with the Ameri- 

ky farmers’ 

co-operate 

can Federa.ion of Labor be accepted in: 

the spirit in which it was made. 

Luring the course of his remarks in 

questions asked, Frater- 

Crawley said: 

Nlying to the 

n.l1 Delegate 

ve can get together on a business basis 

cin establish a trade between uf 

I can go into the open markets 

world you, “I will 

p2y you the wages that any ccrporation 

or trust in the world will pay you.’’ With- 

out our product you cannot live. We are 

willing to distribute this wealth equally 

we are willins to cut out the 

men who stand between us 1e@ men who 

are educating you and 

and say to 

between us, 

that 
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only enemies. 

that should 

the farmers are your 

That is an old chestnut 

not be tolerated among intelligent 

men. If you are satisfied to pay $1.26 

a buShel for potatoes in the city 

when we can guarantee to give them to 

you for eighty or ninety cents, pay it, 

we will not force our price on you. If 

you are willing to concentrate our wealth 

in the hands of a few speculators and 

gamblers who never toil or labor, “nd 

yet Solomon in all his glory was not a-- 

rayed like one of these, we are willing 

to allow you to do so, but we will or- 

ganize the farmers to a man and not 

one pound of produce will leave our hands 

until we are paid remunerative wages for 

it. We realize that will cause disruption 

between you and ourselves, and we doh t 

wish to do it. This is a case of reci- 

procity. Ask yourselves if it is better 

to pay the speculator’s price for farm 

products or to meet with us once a year 

and determine what is a just and equit- 

able price. 

The question was furthe: liscussed by 
Delegates W. B. Wilson, Anderson, Ma 

hon, Kemper, Tarr, Lynch, O'’Sulliva 

and Warner, 

Delegate Wilson spoke strongly in favor 

of the adoption of the report, and said it 

was a question of whether or not the 

trade unionists would enter into an 

agreement with the farmers’ societies 

whereby the sale of union goods would 

be promoted, at the same time the sale 

of the farm products at a remunerative 

price was promoted. 

Delegate Anderson spoke of the co- 

operation between the trade unionists and 

the farmers’ societies of Texas, and com- 

mended it very enthusiastically. Deic- 

gate Lynch spoke in the same way, and 

praised the farmers’ societies of Texas 

for help given the Typographical Union 

in their effort to establish the eight-hour 

day for their organization in that state. 

Delegate Kemper made a strong plea 

for the adoption of the report of the com- 

mittee, 

The discussion was closed by Fraternal 

Delegate Twohy, who spoke at length of 

the benefit that would accrue to both or- 

ganizations through meeting in conven- 

tions. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was then carried. 
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Delegate Mahon—I rise to make an ex- 

planation of my vote. I want to be re- 

eorded as voting against the proposition. 

A matter of this kind should not be 

entered into hastily. It is too serious a 

matter to the trade unions of this coun- 

try to be taken up hastily. 

Delegate McKee, for the Committee on 

Secretary’s report, reported as follows: 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 15, 1906. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

We, your committee, to which was re- 

ferred the report of the Secretary, beg 

leave to report as follows: 

After carefully reviewing the report of 

the Secretary and taking into considera- 

tion the increased expenses incidental to 

the progress we have made, it gives uq 

great pleasure and satisfaction to find 

that on the last day of the fiscal year 

just ended, there was on hand the sub- 

stantial balance of $113,540.60. 

The immense value of the tabulated 

statistics, showing the progress made by 

the affiliated organizations, the gains 

made by the organized workers in wages 

and better conditions, is something hara 

to over-estimate, as it not only gives 

information as to the progress made, but 

serves as an inspiration to still greater 

effort in the future. We, therefore, re- 

affirm the recommendations of former 

committees, that this feature of the Sec- 

retary’s report be continued, and we most 

earnestly urge 

all affiliated 

sity of being prompt, diligent and accu- 

rate in furnishing the Secretary of the 

American Federation of Labor with all 

data, as to the condition of their mem- 

bership and all change in wages, hours 

of labor, working conditions, 

thet this feature may be made as com- 

plete and authentic as possible. 

upon the Secretaries of 

unions, the absolute neces- 

ete., so 

The report shows that there was issued 

from headquarters 380,529 packages, con- 

sisting of letters, circular letters, pack- 

ages of supplies, etc., an average of 1,- 

248 per day. This in itself indicates 

the vast volume of work that must neces- 

performed under the direction 

and supervision of the Secretary, and 

when taken into consideration, with the 

multiplicity of duties devolving upon him, 

in the way of keeping a record of the 

variots funds, answering correspondence, 

sarily be 
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tabulating statistics, etc., it can readily 

be seen that this ‘amount of work can 

be handled only by one of marked and 
masterful ability. 

We desire to compliment the Secretary 

upon his magnificent report, which is 

both concise and thorough. 

Fraternally submitted, 

T. J. DUFFY, Chairman. 

R. A. McKEE, 

JOHN J. PFEIFFER. 
GEO. H. WARNER. 

Cc. J. HARRINGTON. 

HENRY KETTER, 

JOHN BRADLEY. 

VALENTINE BARIE. 

H. A. STEMBURGH. 

GEO. BECHTOLD. 

JOHN T. DEMPSEY. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report be adopted as read. 

Delegate Kemper—I have no objection 

to the report, but I believe’ the commit- 

tee might have mentioned the fact that 

it would be more valuable to the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor if the Interna- 

tional and local paid their per 

capita tax in full and promptly, rather 

than furnish data. I believe it is an 

absolute necessity that the American 

Federation of Labor be furnished with 

the sinews of war to carry on the work 

it is organized to do. 

Delegate MecKee—We did not mention 

that because the laws of the organization 

are specific on that point, and the recom- 

mendation of committee would not 

make them any more emphatic. 

bodies 

this 

Delegate Bradley—There were so many 

good things that could be said of the 

Secretary that it would take up too much 

of your time to go over it. When you 

think of the number of letters and pack- 

ages sent out and consider all the ex- 

tra work entailed through the political 

campaign, you will entitled 

to all the praise we can give him. 

agree he is 

The motion to adopt the report was 

then voted on and carried. 

Delegate called the atten- 

tion of the convention to the fact that the 

15th of November was the twenty-fifth an- 

niversary of the founding of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor. 

O'Sullivan 

that a 

committee of three be appointed to draw 

up suitable resolutions on the death of 

Delegate Johannsen—I move 
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P. J. McGuire, one of the founders of 

this organization. His death occurred 

within the year. (Secunded.) 

Vice President Duncan—If it is the 

disposition of the convention to have a 

committee of that sort instructions should 

be given to bring in a word on the death 
of another of the founders of this move- 

ment, Charles E, McNeil, who has died 

since our last convention. 

The motion was voted on and carried. 

Vice-President Duncan—The President 

will appoint the committee later. 

were intro- 

proper com- 

The following resolutions 

duced and referred to the 

mittees: 

Resolution No. 

J. Engel, of the 

tional Union of N. 

WHEREAS, The yellow label 
Upholsterers’ International Union 
A. on mattresses represent 
made under fair conditions 
men; and 

WHEREAS, The yellow label of the 
Upholsterers’ International Union being 
the only union label now in use on mat- 
tresses makes it the only proof of fair 
conditions, and distinguishes union from 
non-union mattresses; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled, 
endorses the yellow label of the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union, and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That members of affiliat- 
ed unions be and are hereby requested 
to demand the yellow label on all mat- 
tresses they may purchase, thereby show- 
ing their loyalty to the cause of union 
labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

86—By Delegate Anton 

Upholsterers’ Interna- 

A 

of. the 
of N. 

mattresses 
by union 

Resolution No, 87—By Delegates W. L. 
A. Johnson and Thos. F. Flynn, Brother- 

hood of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders of America. . 

WHEREAS, The evils and inequalities 
that have crept into our industrial sys- 
tem by reason of the employment of 
ehild labor is evident throughout this 
eountry today as shown by the efforts 
that are being made in the several states 
to secure the enactment of laws pro- 
hibiting such employment; and 

WHEREAS, The pernicious and far- 
reaching effects ,the merciless crushing 
out of the American child life in the 
mills and factories of our country crys- 
tallizing its life-blood into dollars upon 
the altar of commercialism is a national 
disgrace to our boasted civilization that 
eries out to heaven for a remedy—and 
WHEREAS, In many states the efforts 

put forth to correct this evil have re- 
sulted in the enactment of a few laws 
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that are conflicting, impractical and in- 
effectual in regulation; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 

convention assembled endorse a national 
child labor law that will be uniform in 
its operation throughout the country; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to co-operate and 
assist the national child labor assocta~- 
tion committee in securing the enact- 
ment of such a law, by the next ‘Con- 
gress. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 

tions. 

Resolution No. 88—By Delegate Charles 

H. Leps, of the Philadelphia Central La- 

bor Union. 

WHEREAS, For years Philadelphia has 
been known as one of the most poorly 
organized of the large cities of the 
country; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union 
of the said city, has since its organiza- 
tion, always been to the front in en- 
forcing the decisions and laws of the 
American Federation of Labor, despite 
the fact that it has often been to its 
detriment to do so; and 

WHEREAS, A much smaller propor- 
tion of Philadelphia’s 1,300,000 inhabitants 
are organized than that of several other 
cities who have organizers assigned them; 
and, 

WHEREAS, It is the belief of the 
Central Labor Union of Philadelphia if 
the following is passed that the work ac- 
complished will pay the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the expense in- 
curred; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommend to the Executive Council that 
a paid organizer be assigned or one ap- 
pointed to be stationed in the city of 
Philadelphia for at least one year. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 

ization. 

Resolution No. 89—By Delegate A. W. 

McCallum, of Federal Labor Union No. 

11624. 

RESOLVED, That in a city of less pop- 
ulation than 100,000 but one charter be 
issued for a ‘Federal Labor Union” and 
that where more than one do now exist 
in different cities under a charter of 
the A. F. of L. that steps be taken 
by this convention to have them merged 
with the senior organization. 

Referred to the Committee 

and Federated Podies. 

on Local 

Resolution No. 90—By Delegates Grace, 

Toone and Flood, of the International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

WHEREAS, Lacal No. 85 of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters, lo- 
cated at San Francisco, Cal., have more 
than a year ago seceded and left our In- 
ternational Union, and 
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and Labor 
been_ notified 
International 

WHEREAS, The Trades 
Council of that city have 
of the facts, both by our 
Union and the American Federation of 
Labor; and up to the present time have 
refused to unseat the delegates represent- 
ing the seceding organization, or even 
considering our grievance of the Interna- 
tional Union, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates assem- 
bled at the 26th annual convention shall 
instruct the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil to unseat the delegates of the above 
named union in compliance with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 

ances, 

Resolution No. 91—By Delegates of the 

Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Interna< 

tional Union. 

WHEREAS, The General Council of 
the Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of America, in session 
in Chicago, November 7th, 1905, 

numerous protests from local unions 
against the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor for failing 

received 

to carry out the specific instructions of 
the San Francisco convention, relative to 
the revi ' the charter of the Uni 
ed B 
cosa of Carpenters 

General Council gave 

th delegate from the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International lion to 
the Pittsburg conventicn explici truec- 
tions to ask for a strict compliance with 
the decisior of s d convention, which 

ordered the r eation of the charter of 
he United RProtl od in the event of 

the United Protherhood failing to adhere 
to the Downey Decision, and 

EAS, It was igreed between 
rs and C s’ 

uary for the purp of 
and means to bring about 
the lamentable ¢ troversy that h 
only been injurious 

involved, but that has been detriment 
to the general labor movement. It be- 
ing understood that the integrity ind 
entity of the Amalgamated Wood rk 
ers’ should not be impaired; and 

WHEREAS, The conference, consisting 
of four Woodworkers’ representatives, 
four Carpenters’ representatives and the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor failed to come to any satisfactory 
understanding, a sub-committee consist- 
ing of 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

WILLIAM D HUBER, 

D. D. MULCAHY, 

Presidents of the American Federation of 
Labor, United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and Amalgamated Wood 
Workers, respectively, were appointed to 
devise some method by which an under- 
standing could be reached; and 

WHEREAS, The proposition submitted 
by the committee was rejected by a vote 
of six to two; two carpenters voting 
against it; the understanding being that 
a majority of both delegations should 
favor a proposition before its being adonpt- 
ed; and 

WH The United Brotherhood 
of Carper through their officers and 
agents, acting under instructions of their 

‘neral officials, have maintained a 
sistent warf inst the Amalgam 
Union, going so far as to 
secession; the open s ) 
union concer 

they had _ written 

e as 

no other re 

because ‘ Ss 

with the Amalgamated W 1 We , 
Unions Their tactics has had a tend 
ency to disorganize labor forces ind 
as those hostile to the joint trade 
agreement and thus contribut towards 
a possible tendency ar joyers in 
favor of the open s! ther oO b it 

RESOLVED, That this « ntion or- 
der the immediat of the char- 
ter O©r t Uni rhood of Car- 

penters. and Joiners. That said charter 
remain suspended until thev agree in 
writing to abide by the Downey Award 

an award which was pproved 1 the 

Boston convention nd was re-approved 
by the convention San Francisco 

Referred to the e ( G ™ 

No. 92—EBy Delegate é he 

mated Wood Worke1 rna- 

Resolution 

ional Union. 

WHEREAS, The N 
1 1 Federatec Union ren 

against Local No. 172, Ama mated 
Wood Workers’ Internati l ( 
which in effect, depri ; m of 
right to organize wit Y 

anted by charter and by d rf 
A. FF. of GL ynver ! l Ex- 

3 I, of L., 
t t 7 isic ( t vy York 
il Federated Unio 

WHEREAS, The entire subj was 
placed in the hands of Mr. . J. O’Brien 
for i sti i 1 ort. Which re- 
port is hese inst the 

Amalg on and 
in fa the action of the 
New rated Union, and 

WHEREAS. The 
A. F. of L. dismissed 
Amalgamated Wood Workers‘ Union and 
sustained the action of the New York 
Central Federated Union, andy 

Wi REAS, The decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, A. F. of L., was based 
solely on the report of Mr. W. J. O’Brien, 
thus subjecting membérs of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ Union to being de- 
prived of their legal right on report of 
an investigation of a question of restric- 
tion and not on a question of jurisdiction, 
and 

ive Council of 

appeal of the 

Exec 
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WHEREAS, Members of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ Union have a 
chartered legal right to organize the 
workers in the case at issue without in- 
terference, and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ Union filed formal 
notice of appeal with the Executive 
Council and a stay of proceedings has 
been conceded by the New York Central 
Federated Union; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the decision of the 
Executive Council be reversed and that 
the appeal of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ Union from the decision of the 
New York Central Federated Union be 
sustained and the New York Central Fed- 
erated Union be ordered not to attempt 
to restrict the Amalgamated Wood Work- 
ers’ Union in organizing within the prop- 
er jurisdiction. 

Referred to the 

ances. 
Committee on Griev- 

Resolution No. 

McCabe, of the 

Protective Union. 

WHEREAS, The Gold Beaters National 
Protective Union have been for the past 
months, engaged in a bitter’ struggle 
against the bosses’ combination, who are 
vigorously attempting to introduce the 
open shop and the sweating system, and 

WHEREAS, The following three firms 
have been most industrious in an at- 
tempt to destroy our organization, there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the following firms 
be placed upon the “‘We don’t patronize 
list,’’ and all interested unions, especially 
the Bookbinders’ International Union, be 
urged to render all possible assistance in 
the premises. The firms are: J. J. Keeley, 
117 Third avenue, New York City, N. 
Y.: F. W. Ronskelb, 103 Arch street, Bos- 
ton,’ Mass.; R. E. Hastings, 819 Filbert 
street, Philadelphia, Pa, 

983—By Delegate J. B. 

Gold Beaters’ National 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 

cotts. 

Resolution No. 94—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup/‘and Rudolph Schirra, of the Bakery 

and Confectionery Workers’ International 

Union of America. 

WHEREAS, The National Master Bak- 
ers’ Association, at their convention held 
Sept. 7th, 1906, in New York City, made 
a renewed vigorous attack on the organ- 
ization of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers by proclaiming themselves for 
the inauguration of the open shop in the 
various parts of the country, and 

WHEREAS, Said National Master Bak- 
ers’ Association in the aforesaid men- 
tioned convention had a _ representative 
of the Anti-Boycott League make a furi- 
ous attack on the American Federation 
of Labor, especially its President, calling 
him anarchist and other vile names which 
is an insult, not orly to him, but to all 
organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, The efforts of the Master 
Bakers for the inauguration of the open 
shop has- put the organization of Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ into many 
a hard struggie, and 

WHEREAS, In Racine, Wis., a baking 
employer named’ Sciiultz, wno was placed 
on the unfair list by our local and Fed- 
erated Trades Council of that city for 
running an open shop, sued organized 
labor of that city for $20,000 damages, 
and was awarded $6,000 damages by 
Judge Fowler, and 

WHEREAS, In San Jose, Cal., the Mas- 
ter Bakers, upon a reasonable demand for 
an increase of wages following the rais- 

ing of prices in commodities of life have 
locked out all their men and announced 
to them that only under the open 
conditions could they continue to 
and 

WHEREAS, Our local union of San Jose 
was compelled to establish a bakery of 
their own in order to be able to supply 
the people of said city with union labeled 
bakery goods, and 

WHEREAS, The Master Bakers, of San 
Jose, with the assistance of the Pacific 
Coast Master Bakers’ Association, a com- 
bination of master bakers, flour mills, 
bakery supply merchants, etc., are using 
all kinds of conspiracies to undermine the 
union bakeries, such as boycotting stores 
who sell label bread; boycotting firms who 
supply material to the union bakeries, 
and threatening others so they will not 
supply them. All such acts for which, 
if attempted by organized labor, union 
men would be put in prison, and 

WHEREAS, By the foregoing state- 
ment it is plain to be seen that the or- 
ganization of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ is picked out as the vic- 
tim for the open shop all over the coun- 
try, and 

WHEREAS, The open shop in the bak- 
ing industry not only means long hours 
and small pay to the bakery workers 
but above all unsanitary conditions of 
the bake shops, through which the en- 
tire public is to suffer, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in its 26th an- 
nual convention in the city of Minneap- 
olis, to denounce the actions of the Na- 
tional Master Bakers, the Pacific Coasi 
Master Bakers and the Santa Clara 

shop 
work; 

‘County Master Bakers’ Associations, and 
assist the organization of Bakery Work- 
ers, morally by only purchasing bakery 
goods bearing the label of the B. & C. 
W. I. Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, To instruct the Executive 
€ouncil of the A. F. of L. to issue a 
circular letter in connection with a copy 
of this resolution to all affiliated bodies, 
calling upon all organized labor to assist 
the bakers in their fight against the open 
shop. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No, 95—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup and Rudolph Schirra, of the Bakery 

and Confectionery Workers’ International 

Union. 
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WHEREAS, The Master Bakers’ Asso- 
ciation, in convention assembled Sept. 9 
to llth, 1906, in New York City, did 
vigorously attack officers of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor and especially 
the Bakery Workers’ International Union, 
and 

WHEREAS, The above named conven- 
tion did pass a resolution declaring for 
the open shop; and 

WHEREAS, The Master Bakers’ Asso- 
ciation, through its subordinate branch, 
the California Bakers’ Association, has 
commenced active operation in knocking 
out all members in tne unions of Cali- 
fornia; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration in convention assembled take ac- 
tive and direct means to uphold the dig- 
nity of the officers of the A. F. of L. 
and defend organized tabor from the 
merciless black-list and conspiracy of the 
employers; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That a special organizer 
be placed at disposal of the Bakery Work- 
ers’ International Union by the A. F. of L 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 

ization. 

Resolution No. 96—By Delegate Thomas 

H. Lockwood, Pocket Knife Blade Grind- 

ers’ and Finishers’ National Union. 

WHEREAS, The’ Pocket Knife Blade 
trinders’ and Finishers’ National Union 
have adopted an International Label, and 

WHEREAS, The Pocket Knife Blade 
trinders’ and Finishers’ National Union 
believe that by the use of this label 
fair manufacturing firms engaged In the 
production of pocket knives will receive 
great benefit by its use, that the firms 
now considered unfair will be brought 
into harmony with our craft and a most 
effective blow will be given all such firms 
such as may exist, which produce unfair- 
made pocket knives. 

WHEREAS, We believe the manufac- 
turers have combined to keep this label 
off the market with the exception of a 
small number; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in its twenty-sixth annual 
convention, do hereby endorse and ap- 
prove of the said label of the Pocket 
Knife Blade Grinders’ and Finishers’ Na- 
tional Union and that it pledges its hearty 
support and the support of all its affiliat- 
ed bodies in their endeavor to bring about 
the full recognition of the said label 
in the manufacture of pocket knives. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 97—By Fraternal Dele- 

gate Mary Kenney O’Sullivan, of the Na- 

tional Women’s Trade Union League. 

WHEREAS, The standard of wages, 
hours and general conditions of the work- 
ers of America is threatened by no great- 
er danger than that of the competition 
of nor union working women and girls; 
and 

WHEREAS, It has been fully demon- 
strated beyond a doubt that women, when 
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educated in the movement, make strong, 
intelligent, active and loyal trade union= 
ists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 
ecutive Council appoint a 
man organizer. 

Referred to the 

ization. 

Ex- 
wo- 

incoming 
national 

Committee on Organe 

Resolution No. 98—y Fraternal Delee 

gate Mary Kenney O'sullivan, of the Nae 

Union League. tional Women’s ‘irade 

WHEREAS, A bill authorizing the Scce 
retary of Commerce and Labor to inves-le 
gate and report on the industrial, social, 
moral, educational and physical condiliou 
of woman and child workers in the 
United States is now a privileged ques- 
tion in the House and ready to be called 
up in the Senate, and 

WHEREAS, The fact that over three 
million women at an average age of 
eighteen years, unorganized and without 

the power to legislate for themselves— 
have come into the industrial field, many 
of them working under conditions that 
will unfit them for the duties of home 
and motherhood, and 

WHEREAS. Organized labor has al- 
Ways stood for equal justice and equal 
pay for equal work. we. the members of 
the American Federation of Labor. in the 
interest of the future of workers do most 
earnestly urge upon Congress the neces- 
Sity of passing this bill. 

Referred to the Committee or Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 99—By Delegate J. J. 

O'Neill, of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 

eil. 

WHEREAS, Bids have been called for 
by the Panama Canal Commission for the 
supply of 2,500 Chinese laborers to work 
on the Panama Canal under conditions 
which virtually constitute involuntary 
servitude; and 

WHEREAS, The employment of im- 
ported Chinese on the Panama Canal un- 
der the conditions designated by the 
Panama Canal Commission would clearly 
be a violation of the Chinese Exclusion 
Law, the Contract Labor Law and the 
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and 

WHEREAS, The precedent which wil! 
be established should the plans of tlie 
Panama Canal Commission, with respect. 
to the employment of Chinese be con- 
summated will inevitably tend to encour- 
age attempts to establish a system of 
contract labor in the states of the Union, 
and will result in nullification of our 
Chinese Exclusion policy; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in twenty-sixth annual 
convention assembled, that we earnestly 
protest against the contemplated viola- 
tion of the Chinese Exclusion Law, the 
Contract Labor Law, and the Thirteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution of thé. 
United States by the Panama Canal Com: ’ 
mission, acting apparently with the con- 
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sent a. approval of the Executive De- 
partment of the Federal Government. 

RESOLVED, That we commend and 
endorse the address to the American peo- 
ple on this subject issued by the San 
Francisco Labor Council and hereby di- 
rect the Executive Council to take up 
this matt with the Executive of the 
government at the earliest day practic- 
able and urge compliance with the laws 
and policy of our country in the con- 
struction of the Panama Canal. 

Referred to the Committee of Resolu- 

tions. 

Resolution No. 100—by Delegate J. J. 

O’Neil, of the San 

cil: 

WHEREAS, The grave menace to our 
institutions—governmental and industrial 
—which Chinese labor constituted prior 
to the enactment and enforcement of the 
Chinese Exclusion Law is insignificant 
when compared with the evils that are 
certain to follow unrestricted immigration 
to the United States and its territories 
of Japanese: and 

WHEREAS, Official 
imn tion of Japanese to our ec 
is rapidly increa therefore be 

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm tl! 
sition on the sul of Oriental imimi 
tion taken I"ederation 
twenty- h : 1 sion as exp 
in the followin; solutions: 

WHEREAS, men 
labor, greatly allayed by the pas 
enforcement: of . the Chinese 
Act, has been succeeded by an 
lar in general character, but much ! 
threatening in- its possibiliti to-wit: 

The immigration to the United State 
and its insular territory of large and 
increasing numbers of Japanese and Ko- 
rean i: $3; and 

SREAS, American public sentiment 
the immigration of Chinese 

1s expressed and crystallized in 
enactment of the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
finds still stronger justification in 
manding romp und adequate mea 
of protection against the immigrati 
Japanese and Korean labor, on 
grounds ( hat the wage and livi 
standa f such labor are dangerous 
anu mu zranted recognition, in the 
United States, prove destructive of the 
American standards in these essential 
respects; (2), that a racial incomnpati 
bility, as between the people of the Ori 
and the 1ited States, present problem 
of race preservation which it is our im- 

pera duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREA The systematic coloniza- 
tion of these Oriental races in our insular 
territory in the Pacific, and the threat- 
ened and partly accomplished extension 
of that system to the Pacific Coast, and 
other western localities of the United 
States, constitutes a standing danger, not 
only to the domestic peace, but to the 
continuance of friendly relations between 
the nations concerned; therefore, be it 

rancisco Labor Coun- 

records show 
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RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be enlarged 
and extended so as to permanently ex- 
clude from the United States and its in- 
sular territory all classes of Japanese and 
lXoreans, other than those exempted by 
the present terms of that Act; further, 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
subm: 1 through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration and 
action by that body. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

tions. 

Resolution No. 

O’Neil, San 

WHEREAS, 
which clerks in first 
postoffices labor, with respect to 
and hours specially, command the 
pathy organized workers of other 
callit ; ar 

WHE! \S, conditions governing 
the emplo : se clerks ve 
been diflicult of improvement sause Oi 

lack of organization among them, due in 
great measure to obstacles t rganization 
created by the heads F the administrative 
department of 4 rnment; and 

WHI 
have o 

101—By Delegate J. J. 

I'rancisco Labor Council: 

The under 
class 

wages 
svm- 

conditions 
and second 

ment of posto 

office clerks who 
savorin to have 

Congress ‘ which will se- 
cure for t stoffice clerks an eight- 
hour and improvement with re- 
spect to their wages; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Iede- 
Labe in twenty-sixth annual 

mbled, hereby indorses the 
providi for 

classification of the salaries of clerks 
14 in postoffices of the first and 

ond classes (H. R. 9754), as well as 
measure des 1 to establish an 

] day for clerks employed in 

the first and second classes. 

Committee on 

workday 

ation of 

sonvention as 
ll now befor congress 

tesolutions. 

tion No. 102—By Delegates F. 

nback and P. H. Malloy, Ameri- 

Cement Workers: otherhood of 

charter which was 
American Brotherhood 

rkers by the American 
zabor and their trades’ 
1 approved; we find that 

tions affiliated with this 
1ing and objecting to said 

iction, we are desirous to maintain 
claim and was conceded to this 

tion, we hope that this assemb- 
amicably settle the dispute of 

crafts and the American 
of Cement Workers. 

to Committee on 

The 

Grievances. 

Resolution No. 108—By VTelegates F. 

C. Gengenback and P. H. Malloy, of the 

American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 

ers. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has agreed to aid and assist the 
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American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers in the work they are now engaged 
in; namely, that of organizing the un- 
organized cement workers’ throughout 
the country; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 

ration of Labor place an organizer to 
work in conjunction with the above named 
organization. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 104—By Delegate John 

F. Tobin, of the Boot and Shoe Workers: 

WHEREAS, A. E. Nettleton, shoe 
manufacturer, of Syracuse, New York, has 
made repeated attempts to destroy Local 
Union No. 159, of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union, by discriminating against 
its members, using trifling infractions of 
shop rules, as an excuse for discharging 
union members, and_ substituting non- 
union persons pledged not to join the 
union, and 
WHEREAS, These methods of persecu- 

cution reached a climax three months 
ago in a duly authorized strike, involving 
235 employes, about one-half of whom 
are women who have made a most de- 
termined and successful struggle so far, 

notwithstanding the active support of 
the National Association of Manufactur- 
ers in behalf of the firm, to the end that 
organized labor and its friends as well 
as the shoe dealers may be informed 

upon this case, we request that the A. 

E. Nettleton firm be placed on the unfair 
list in case the usual attempt at ad- 
justment by the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. meets with failure. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested to act immediately in this 
matter. 

Referred to the Committee on Boycott. 

Resolution No. 105—By Delegate John 

F. Tobin: 

WHEREAS, The second Hague Con- 
ference is to give the world an unpre- 
cedented opportunity to promote world 
organization and prevent war; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its annual convention, 
hereby requests all state and central and 
local unions to write to their Congress- 
men and inquire whether they have not 
joined or will not join the Arbitration 
Group in Congress and whether they will 
not do all in their power to promote the 
approval, by our government, of the 
recommendations of the Interparliament- 
ary Union regarding the second Hague 
Conference, to the end that there be es- 
tablished; (1), a general arbitration 
treaty; (2), immunity of private prop- 
erty at sea in time of war; (3), propor- 
tional limitation of armaments; (4), a 
stated World Assembly; (5), impartial 
investigation and report to the world of 
causes of war between two nations be- 
fore hostilities can be declared; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, 
spectfully requests the 
United States to use 

"hat this convention re- 
President of the 

his utmost efforts 

FEDERATION OF LABOR. 143 

toward the acceptance of the reeommenda- 
tions of the Interparliamentary Union it 
the Hague Conference; and be it turther 

_ RESOLVED, That each International, 
State, Central and Local union be re- 
quested to ask President Roosevelt to 
accept in their entirety the recommenda- 
tions of the Interparliamentary Union. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 106—By Delegate Winn, 

of the International Association of Steam 

Engineers: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor declares in favor of mak- 
ing Election Day a holiday in law and 
fact, in order that the laboring man shall 
have the proper amount of time to vote, 
= support for public office “our candi- 
dates.” 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 107——-By Delegate C. C. 

Douglas, of Pittsburg (Pa.) Iron City 
Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades of the 
City of Pittsburg has been engaged in a 
struggle for the maintenance of their or- 
ganization and against the open shop 
policy, and 

_ WHEREAS, The Manufacturers 
ciation and the Employers of Building 
Trades Association are using all methods 
for the destruction of the Building Trade 
Movement of the City of Pittsburg, there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, immedi- 
ately after the adjournment of this con- 
vention, be authorized to call a meeting 
of all representatives of Building Trades 
organizations to meet at a given date in 
the City of Pittsburg to devise ways and 
—— of overcoming this desperate 
attle. 

Referred to 

Trades. 

Asso- 

Committee -on Building 

Resolution No. 108—By Delegate Tito 

Pacelli, Rockmen’s Protective Union No. 

10631, A. F. of L.: 

WHEREAS, The employers of the ex- 
cavating industry of New York City and 
vicinity, are continually resorting to un- 
derhanded methods to divide the respect- 
ive unions directly interested in the said 
industry by promising to recognize only 
the so-called “Unions of Skilled Mechan- 
ics,” thereby throwing out the unskilled 
workers who are the most numerous in 
membership, thereby creating unfriendly 
relations between all the union men and 
placing the employers in a position to 
fight them all; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American F _de- 
ration of Labor at its twenty-sixth annual 
convention request the Safety and Port- 
able Engineers of New York through the 
International Union of Steam Engineers; 
the Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners; 
Union; the Double Drum Hoister Run- 
ners’ Union, to confer and co-operate with 
the Rockmen’s Union, and the Exca- 
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-vators’ Union, of New York, before sign- 
ing agreements with the employers; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the unions herein 
named be notified to get together for the 
purpose outlined in these resolutions. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 

Delegation: 

WHEREAS, That the product of the 
American Tobacco Company, or the 
American Cigar Company is on sale in 
nearly all the cities and towns of Amer- 
ica; and 

WHEREAS, That 
tensively employed 
it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
tion of Labor re-indorse the Blue Labe} 
of the Cigar Makers’ International Un- 
ion of America. The label when placed on 

a box of cigars is a guarantee that the 
contents of same are union made, and 
represe} fair wages and sanitary con- 
dition; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists, 
their friends and sympathizers of labor’s 
rights, urge and request the sale of un- 
ion made cigars and all other goods 
bearing the union label in the respective 
localities. 

Referred to 

109—By Cigar Makers’ 

child 
in their 

labor is ex- 
factories; be 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 110—By 

Entenza, of the Florida 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The question of the labor 
conditions in Panama has attracted the 
attention of the nation, and all reports 
of said conditions are at variance, none 
giving 1 proper report of the ‘“‘eight hour 
law.”’ either on government construction, 
or private contract, let it be 

RESOLVED, That this 
annual convention of the 
eration of Labor vote to send a 
mittee of two, for a two or three 
‘labor’ investigation of affairs, 
canal zone of Panama, 
ther 

RESOLVED, 
committee be 
cou tr 

Referred to Comr 

Delegate 

State 

Tony 

Federation 

twenty- 
American 

sixth 
Fed- 

com- 
weeks’ 

along the 
and let it be fur- 

That the report of 
given to the 

this 
press of the 

nittee on Resolutions, 

Resolution No. sy 

Mrs. Chas. 

ernational Union Label 

"HEREAS, The American Federation 
Labor, through their officers, and or- 

nizers, have rendered valuable assist- 
ance to the Woman's International Union 
Label sague in the past by organizing 
Le ‘Ss, and educating the women to the 
v a of the Union Label, which sym- 
bol 3 
t 
( 

Del- 

Woman’s 

League: 

Fraternal 

Hank, of the 

the best there is at present, we 
re, desire to express our appre- 
and most hearty thanks for the 

assistance rendered, believing 
ion Label can only partly per- 
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form its mission without the 
of the women; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
instruct, their organizers to continue to 
work for the education and organization 
of women into Label Leagues, believ- 
ing this the best method in bringing 

assistan 

about desired results, 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 112—By Delegate Ste 

en C. Hogan, of the Sntemnational 

ciation Marble Workers: 

WHEREAS, In certain localities es- 
pooey Chicago, IIll., local trades unions 
affiMated through their National and In- 
ternational Associations with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor have gone on 
strike and otherwise discriminated against 
other trades affiliated with the Americ: 
Federation of Labor, and in favor of in- 
dependent unions; and 

WHEREAS, If such discriminations are 
allowed to continue it will prove harm 
ful to the best interests of the labor 
movement and will tend tq disrupt tl 
solidarity of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, All organizations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
should at all times render their full as 
sistance and support to, and not dis- 
criminate against each other to the det- 
riment of any affiliated organization; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 
eration of Labor in convention 
request all National and 
Association to instruct their locals in all 
sections to assist in every way possible, 
all trades affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor through their nation- 
al or international : tions to ren- 
der full support to each other, and cease 

their discriminations; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the 
cil on receiving complaint from 
the general office of any national 
or international association of any o- 
lation of this resolution, use every mean 
in their power to assist in the abolish- 
ment of disruptive methods and use their 
influence to advance the interests and 
aims of all affiliated national or inter- 
national associations by requesting that 
such discriminations cease. 

Referred to 

tign. 

‘ 

American Fed- 
assembled, 

International 

ssocia 

Executive Coun- 

Committee on Organiza- 

Resolution No. 113—By 

BSruten, of the Vermont 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The state of Vermont is 
being rapidly changed from an agricul- 
tural to an industrial commonwealth. and 
there are thousands of workingmen and 

women employed in various trades who 
are not conversant with the benefits de- 
rived through trades unionism, and as the 
Vermont Branch of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has repeatedly employed its 

Delegate D. A. 

State Federation 
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treasury in sending its organizer through Resolution No. 15—By International 

the state; and Typographical Union elegation : 
WHEREAS, Great good was done in , * che . ; 

Vermont as the result of Organizer RESOLVED, That the American 
Reed’s ten days’ work; therefore, be it ation | of Labor place the National 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- &F fai Ti . an a oes ‘ota sar 
cil be instructed to send a general or- pag r list company to Dayton Ty ganizer into Vermont during the months a a Union No. 87. in — 
of May and June, 1907. Pi hte} ree ? or 

it-no y. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- Referred to Committee 

tion. 

ion No. 116—By 
Resolution No. 114—By Delegate Dan- ad, of the I 

iel L 1 l, of the Commercial. Teleg- 
raphers ion of America: Billers’ Nation il Alliance: 

4iV Dueck 

graph Company, a concern composed of New {york Bill Posting 
numerous aph companies, originally consolidating, demande 2d 
independent 10one of which prospered bill p ssters repudiate 

while operating separately, but which, condition of furthe 
h ver, got together half a century ago these firms, thers 
and, deciding that competition was the go on strik for 
deat of trade, formed the gigantic cor- have C 
= : “ has since become so no- RESOLVED 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Tele- WHEREAS, The A. 

. tion 

National Alliance of Bill Poster 
WHEREAS, Despite the fact that, be- Billers in declarin > A. Van Bur 

cause of organization, ‘the Western Union” New York Bill Posting Companic 
Company has never once failed to «fully be endorsed and these fi 
and promptly pi: all its dividends dur- the “‘We don’t patronize’”’ 
ing the fifty rs of the company’s ex- American Federation of Labor 
istence that ich lifted the separate 
companies from debt and despondency 
é the united companies wonder- 

ssperous—organization—has ever Resolution No. 117—By Delegate Frank 
Iways been denied to the corpora- H. McCarthy, Massachusetts State Fed- 

mploy and : ‘ 
eration of Labor: 

Referred to Committee on Boy 

SAS, During the past fifteen 
through th introduction of type WHEREAS, There are thousands of 
and the establishment of a tele- : ie organized work¢ of val occupatic 
horthand system, which system in Massachusetts; and 

to memorize many 
ut and arbitrary con- WHEREA 

1 words and phrases, a perm nent or 

hy ) demands severer physical ing conjunc 
shatters the nerves of many work- 
ible to bear the exhausting nerv- 
tin inciden the business and inizing 
higher mental attainments than fore, be it 

caret, Boreas hie, i RESOLVED, That 
yet true, with some ex- rect the Executiy 

1t 1 the telegr — permanent organiz 
ring capacity and utility has : ased a term of one y« 

his remuneration has decreased; and Ea 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Com- tei 
pany not only continues to curtail the tion. 
freedom of its employes by discharging 
them without hearing or: notice for dar- 
ing to openly seek membership in the 
organization of their craft, the last and H. McCa 
only ype of telegraphers, the Commer- Federation 

il Telegraphers’ Union of America, but 
compat has also recently, through WHERE I 

ms of intimidation nearly always Branch of the American 

on d nseless workers by con- bor is taking measures 
scie! less employers, tried to force its a monument to tl 
employes to take the places of men who George E. McN 
are leaving the service of the Associated , wDrRAa So > and ate 
Press because of unbearable working con- dante ty tak 2 f hum inity oy the late 

George E. il h ! } national 

ners 

Resolution 

ditions; therefore, let it be 

ESOLVED, That the American Feder- in its scope, the monument t > erected 
ation of Labor in oeenee assembled to his memory t “a nizé labor should 
confirm its action of last year in placing pe representative of , esteem and high 
the Western Union Paearedh Company appreciation of ’ rvices of the late 
on the unfair list. George E. McNeil held by organized labor 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. of our country; } 
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RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor donate the sum of $100 
to the George E. McNeil monument fund. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 119—By Delegate Frank 

H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 

Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the convention of 
the American Federation of Labor urge 
its legislative committee to assist in ev- 
ery way possible, the International Typo- 
graphical Union in its efforts to cause 
the United States government to own and 
control a telegraph and telephone system, 
believing that it is time active steps 
were being taken by_the United States 
congress to give attention to the repeat- 
ed demands of labor, that the people of 
our country should be given opportunity 
to enjoy at a lower cost these essentials 
to our daily business and social life, and 
which are now controlled by two of the 
greatest monopolies in history,. the Bell 
Telephone Co., and the Western Union 
Telegraph Co. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 120—By Delegate Frank 

H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 

Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The plank of land mom 
opoly in the platform of the American 
Federation of Labor declares that occu- 
pancy and use should be the only title 
to land; and 

WHEREAS, Such an arrangement 
would give to the occupiers of valuable 
city lots a great advantage over those 
who would have to use less valuable lo- 
cations and it would not prevent land 
owners from partially using valuable land 
in order to get hold of it for speculation; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the following change 
in plank 10 of the platform of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be approved by 
this convention: The abolition of the mon- 
opoly system of land holding, by taxation 
of all land according to its value and the 
exemption from taxations of all the prod- 
ucts of labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 121—By 

Thomas O'Donnell and John 

the United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, Three 
an average age of eighteen years, have 
come into the industrial field unorgan- 
ized, and without power to legislate for 
themselves, and 

WHEREAS, A bill has been introduced 
into Congress authorizing the. Secretary 
of Commerce and Labor to investigate 
and report upon the industrial condition 
of women and child workers in the Unit- 
ed States, be it, therefore 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the A. F. of L. go on record as heartily 
approving of the bill, and earnestly urge 
its passage by Congress. 

Referred to Committee on 

Delegates 

Golden, of 

million women at 

Resolutions. 

, latures to 
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Resolution No. 122.—By Delegates John 

Golden and Thomas O’Donnell, of the 

United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Wool Sorters, of Law- 
rence, Mass., Barre, Mass., Manchester, 
N. H. and Providence, R. IL., being a well 
organized body, and affiliated with the 
A F. of lL. and 

WHEREAS, Many foreign wools are 
imported into this country under the class 
skirted and graded so as to evade the 
extra duty, and otherwise deprive the 
Wool Sorters of this country of their 
means of livelihood; and 

WHEREAS, All wools advanced in 
value by any other process except skirted 
are only admitted on double duty; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. of L., be and 
hereby is instructed to see to it that 
steps be taken at the next session of 
Congress when a revision of the tariff 
may be made to have skirted wools so 
fixed by duty that we may have a proper 
protection for our labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions 

Resolution No. 123—By Delegates John 

Golden and Thos. O'Donnell, of the Unit- 

ed Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, According to the latest 
Statistics two million children under the 
age of sixteen years are employed in 
various occupations in this country; and 

WHEREAS, A large proportion of these 
children are of tender years, with no 
protection whatever as to hours of labor 
or working conditions, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention go 
on record as favoring the passage of 
such laws (both national and state) as 
will properly safeguard the children of 
the future against the grasping greed of 
the unscrupulous capitalist, and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittees of the A. IF. of L. and the various 
state branches be instructed to use their 
best efforts with their respective Repre- 
sentatives in Congress and State Legis- 

secure the passage of such 
laws as will bring about the abolishment 
of child labor in its entirety. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 124—By Delegates John 

Golden and Thos. O’Donnell, of the Unit- 

ed Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, There are 
persons employed in the various textile 
mills of this country, the majority of 
whom are working long hours and under 
adverse conditions; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of those 
employed are women and children, there- 
by making the work of organizing them 
necessarily slow and difficult; and 

WHEREAS, On account of the many 
concessions obtained during the past year, 
and the promising condition of the textile 

over 550,000 
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industry in many of its branches, the 
United Textile Workers are putting forth 
their best energies to bring about a better 
organization among those employed in 
this industry; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the A. F. of L. go on record as instruct- 
ing the incoming Executive Council to 
render all possible assistance to the Unit- 
ed Textile Workers in their earnest en- 
deavor along this line, and providing such 
assistance is given that the work be placed 
in the hands of some one well versed in 
the many intricacies and _ technicalities 
that surround this great industry. 

Referred to Committee on Organization 

Resolution No. 125—By Delegates T. 

A. Rickert, General President, B. A. Lan- 

ger, General Secretary, Sarah Hagan, M. 

A. McMahon, of the United Garment 

Workers: 

WHEREAS, The firm of B. Kuppen- 
heimer & Company, of Chicago, IIl., man- 
ufacturers of ready-to-wear clothing, who 
are members of the National Wholesale 
Clothiers’ Association and Labor Bureau 
in connection therewith, whose aim and 
object is the disruption of United Gar- 
ment Workers of America, and 

WHEREAS, One of the conditions of 
employment with this firm is that its 
applicants must apply to the said Labor 
Bureau, and no employe is permitted to 
be a member of the Union, and 

WHEREAS, The Biennial Convention 
of United Garment Workers of America, 
held in the City of Toronto, Canada, 
placed this firm on the unfair list and 
the delegates of the American Federatior 
of Labor were instructed to present this 
resolution to the A. F. of L. convention, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the firm of B. Kup- 
penheimer & Co., Chicago, IIll., manufac- 
turers of ready-to-wear clothing, be 
placed on the unfair list of the A, F. of L. 

Referred to 

cotts. 

the- Committee on Boy- 

Resolution No. 126—By Delegate Laws 

rence Johnson, of the Lithographers’ In- 

ternational Protective and Beneficial As- 

sociation : 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has declared for the eight-hour 
workday, and it is one of its established 
principles to work for its further ad- 
vancement, and 

WHEREAS, In line with this policy and 
believing it to be for the best interest ° 
labor that the eight-hour day should 
accomplished by the Lithographers’ Inter- 
national Protective and Beneficial Asso- 
ciation, and having made a step in the 
direction of bringing about the inaugura- 
tion of an eight-hour workday in their 
trade, which has been refused by the 
employers, thereby bringing about a strike 
in that industry, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
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American Federation of Labor held in 
Minneapolis, Minn., heartily endorse the 
strike inaugurated by the Lithographers’ 
International Protective and Beneficial As- 
sociation for an eight-hour day, and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
members of our affiliated organizations to 
give them their full financial and moral 
support in their effort to establish in their 
trade an eight-hour workday. 

Referred to 

mittee. 

Special Eight-Hour Com- 

Resolution No. 127—By Delegates from 

the Teamsters, Engineers and Firemen’s 

International Unions: 

WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Brewery Workers have continuously 
refused to comply with the decisions ren- 
dered by the New Orleans, Boston, San 
Francisco and Pittsburg conventions of 
the A. F. of L. concerning the jurisdiction 
of the Teamsters, Engineers and Fire- 
men, and 

WHEREAS, All efforts made by _ the 
representatives: of the Teamsters, Engi- 
neers, Firemen and the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. to have the Inter- 
national Union of Brewery Workers com- 
ply with decisions of preceding conven- 
tions at various meetings of the Executive 
Council have failed to acomplish any re- 
sult, and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. have reported to this 
convention that the controversy has gone 
on unabated despite the recommendations 
and decisions of the conventions of the 
A. F. of L., therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this, the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the A. F. of L. that 
the charter of the International Union of 
Brewery Workers is hereby revoked until 
such time as they comply with the de- 
cision of: the A. IF. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 128—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the 

ration of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American I*ederation of Labor 
be instructed to send a general organizer 
into that favored burgh of the Manu- 
facturers’ Alliance, Beloit, Wis., for the 
term of six months, and that the national 
and international unions concerned be re- 
quested to co-operate. 

Referred to Committee 

Wisconsin State Fede- 

on Organization. 

Resolution No. 129—By Delegate Victor 

L.. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 

tion of Labor: ‘ 

WHEREAS, The capitalist class, not 
satisfied with the control of the ma- 
chinery of the state and the judiciary, 
and although having the militia and the 
police at its command, is in many cases 
also hiring armed thugs from the de- 
tective agencies in large cities .for the 
purpose of creating trouble in cases of 

strikes and lockouts, an@ 
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WHERBAS, Particularly in the case 
of the strike of the molders in Milwaukee 
where this method has been resorted to 
ot sate, a striker was killed by the hired 
soidatesca of the manufacturers only re- 
centiy, and 

WHEREAS, Such cases of murder are 
becoming rather common all over the 
country, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, The American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled calls 
upon all the afliliated bodies and Trade 
Union men in general to use their best 
efforts to secure such legislation in the 
various states of the Union as will forbid 
the hiring and the employment of armed 
bodies of men -by private persons or pri- 
vate corporations for any purpose or un- 
der any name whatsoever. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 130—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven that 
the militia can be used by capitalists as 
an engine of destruction in the subjuga- 
tion of the working people—workmen in 
uniform have been thus arrayed against 
workmen out on a strike, and ordered to 
shoot down their brothers, therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby instruct all affiliated 
bodies to hold absolutely aloof from any 
connection with the militia until the mili- 
tary system in vogue in Switzerland, or a 
similar system is adopted in the United 
States. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 181—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Feder- 

ation of Labor. 

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuel Gompers, and 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, a few months ago 
had issued a circular enumerating labors’ 
grievances, and telling how shamefully 
the modest supplications of the repre- 
sentatives of labor have been treated by 
the Republican and Democratic politi- 
cians in Congress; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuel Gompers and 
the Executive Council, have called upon 
the trade unions of the country to take 
up politics, on ‘‘non-partisan lines’ that 
is to fight at the ballot box the Repub- 
lican and Democratic Congressmen who 
have not kept the promises to labor, by 
voting for other Republican and Demo. 
cratic Congressmen who make new prom- 
ises to labor; and 

WHEREAS, The union men of_ this 
country are not doing their duty to them- 
selves and their families, and to the pro- 
ducing class whenever they vote for their 
representatives of the Republican, the 
Democratic, or any other capitalistic party, 

because if these’ representatives are hon- 
est and consistent they must be on the 
side of the capitalists and cannot be on 
the side of labor; therefore, be it 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

RESOLVED, That true labor politics 
can never be non-partisan, and musSt al- 
ways be partisan. And it must always 
be partisan to labor; and, furthermore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That only by uniting po- 
litically 6n class lines in like manner as 
we are now economically organized on 
class lines, can the American proletariat 
compel recognition of its rights and final- 
ly secure the full product of labor to the 
workers, 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 132—By 

tor L. Berger, of the 

Federation of Labor. 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values, 
or makes them useful and accessible to 
mankind, but the present economic sys- 
tem is such that it is impossible for the 
great mass of wage earners to Save up 
a sufficient amount of money or prop- 
erty to secure them against want and 
misery, and indignities of capitalistic 
charity in their old age; and 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve 
and elevate the standard of living of the 
working class everywhere, and in every 
possible way; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
induce the Congress of the United States 
to pass a bill which will secure to every 
wage worker in the United States whe 
has earned no more than $1,000 average 
wages per year, a pension of not less than 
$12.00 per month at the age of 60, and 
thereafter for the rest of his or her nat- 
ural life; provided, however, that such 
wage earner is a citizen of the United 
States, and has lived in this country for 
at least 21 years continuously at the time 
the application is made. 

Referred .to the 

tions. 

Vic- 

State 

Delegate 

Wisconsin 

Committee on Resolu- 

Resolution No. 133—By Del 

tor L. Berger, of the 

Federation of Labor. 

* WHEREAS, The trade autonomy in 
unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn princi- 
ple of individualism, and 
WHEREAS, The development of mod- 

ern machinery, and industrial processes 
on a large scale is in fact creating iden- 
tity .of interests among many crafts 
hitherto only slightly related; and 

WHEREAS, Under our present form 
trades orga tions every national trades 
union organization looks out with jealous 
care for its own organization, bitterly 
fighting every new-comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention ovér trade 
jurisdiction between National and Inter- 
national Unions is becoming more and 
more acute and cannot be settled under 
the present form of organization of the 
American Federation of Labor, but it will 

Wisconsin State 
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if continued, very soon disrupt the or- 
ganizations of the great workers of Am- 
erica; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urgently recom- 
mend the application of the principle of 
industrial organization to those crafts 
which are bound with others by the use 
of the same machinery, by contact in 
the same productive process, or, by work- 
ing for a common employer, or, for the 
same group of organized employers; and 

further, 

RESOLVED, That the _ twenty-sixth 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor ut upon the various international 
craft organizations immediate settlement 
of jurisdiction questions by mutual con- 
ferences, by interchange of cards, by al- 
lied councils, ete., and the substitution of 

modern alignment of the United work- 
class against the growing capacity of 

.cturers’ and citizens’ alliance or- 

ferred to Committee on Organization. 

Yoopers’ Dele- olution No. 

gation. 

WHEREAS, Through the co-operation 
of the trade unionis in general, and es- 
pecially the memers of the brewery work- 
ers’ union, the label of the Coopers’ In- 
ternational Union is fairly 1 1 estab- 
lished in the brewing industry, and 

WHEREAS, Owing to the lack of proper 
support by the union men in some other 
industries the label is not recognized, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, TI! the A. F. 
convention assembled, re-affirms its en- 
dorsement of the Coopers’ Union label 
and ‘ealls upon the union me f the 
eountry to make a special effort to es- 
tablish the coopers’ label, especially on 
barrels used for flour, meal, oat meal, 
whiskey, alcohol, printe ink, fish, pick- 
les, sauerkraut, fruit of all descriptions, 
and any other articles packed in, or sold 
from cooperag packages, 

Referred to Committee on Li 

No. vo—By 

Kennedy, T is G. Badgley 

B. Clark, tatives of 

Association of Journeymen 

Fitters, Steam Fitters, 

Helpers’ of the United 

134—By (¢ 

Resolution 

Frank J. 

and Theo. 

the United 

Plumbers 

Steam Fitters 

States and Canada. 

WHEREAS, A conditional charter has 
recently been issued or re-issued to the 
International Association of Steam, Hot 
water and Power Pipe Fitters and Help- 
ers’, and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid conditional 
charter is a direct trespass on the juris- 
diction claims of the nited Association 
ef Plumbers’, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters 
and Steam Fitte Helpers, of the United 
States and Canada and was _ unconstitu- 
tionally issued and in direct violation of 
Section Eleven (11), of Article Nine (9), 
ef the American Federation of Labor con- 
stitution, which reads: 

o charter shall be 
American Federation of 

Delegates 

Gas 

granted by the 
Labor to any 

OF LABOR. 

International Trade or 
Federal Labor Union withou posi- 
tive’ and clear definition of the trade 
jurisdiction claimed by that applicant and 
the charter shall not be granted if the 
jurisdiction claimed is a tresp 
jurisdiction of existing affil 
without the wi 
unions. And it rther provi 
should any of the members of a. 
tional or International Trade ‘or Federal 
Labor Union work at any other vocation, 
trade or profession, they shall joi : 
union of such vocation, trade or 
sion provided such are organ 
affiliated with the American F 
of Labor.” Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the best interesis 
of all, the aforesaid charter be forthwith 

yoked and the above mentioned Inter- 
nal Association of Steam Fi 
be directed to affiliate with the Unit- 

Association of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, 
Ete. 

ational or 

conse 

deration 

tters, 

Steam T[itters 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No, 136 

Gudbrandsen, of the International Photo- 

Engravers’ Union. 

WHERE “he craft of Photo-En; 
ers are not ¢ zed in the United 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland; and 

WHE! believe it would 
of great intere ind benefit to organized 
labor on both ; f the Atlantic and 
to the Intern: Photo-Eng 
Union of N. A. in particular, be it 

be 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
gest to our fraternal delegates from G 
Britain that they cause the ‘ 
taken up on their return to tl 
or as soon as it can he convenis 

and that the International Photo-f v- 
ers’ Union of N. A. be asked to -operate 

in the matter of organizing the Photo- 
Engravers of Great Britain and Treland 

matt 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 13 By Delegate M. P. 

Higgins, of the I. P. P. and A. 

fforts of the 
in organiz 
has brougl 

good, 

carrying on of 
zed a body of men know 1 

r the Am Federation 
wit! organizers 
ul and National Uni 

other affiliated organizations 
the Federation, have done 1 
work in creating this great org 
of labor. 

Wages and hours, togetl with con- 
ditions and circumstances, the prime 
efforts of all who lend their endeavo 
towards bringing those things about. 

In the matter of wages and of hours, 
the organizers alone work longest and 
are but poorly paid. To that end, it i 
but just that they too, be among thos 
who are entitled to consideration for ser- 
vice given; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the sum of $3.00 per 
day be allowed the organizers of the 
A. F. of L. for hotel accommodations, 
and incidental expenses, while in the em- 
ploy of the Federation, asa means of aid- 
ing them to live while on the road in a 
manner in keeping with the dignity of 
their position. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 138—By Delegate A. Jo- 

hannsen, of the Chicago Federation of 

Labor. 

WHEREAS, Under date of Oct. 15th, 
1906, a circular letter declaring Bruns- 
wick-Balke-Collender Company — unfair 
was issued by the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America; and 

WHEREAS, The Grievance Committee 
and the Executive Board of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, after investigation, 
found that this firm employed in its 
several departments only union men; and 

WHEREAS, Ten or twelve organiza- 
tions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor were represented in the 
Chicago plant in the said Brunswick- 
Balke-Collender Co., therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the 26th annual con- 

vention of the American Federation of 
Laber declare the boycott of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
against the Brunswick-Balke-Collender 
Co. to be without any justification what- 
soever; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the’ Brunswick- 
Balke-Collender Company is hereby de- 
clared to be fair and entitled to be so 
regarded by organized labor generally. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 189—By Delegate M. E. 

McSwiggen, of the Jefferson County 

Trades and Labor Assembly. 

WHEREAS, The American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union, an International Body 
of skilled mechanics connected with the 
flint giass industry of North America, 
was one cf the first international organ- 
izations to affiliate with the A. F. of L. 
and for twe.ity-two years maintained its 
loyal membership in the same; and 

WHEREAS, Said American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union, through some dissatis- 
faction, withdrew from the A. F. of L. 
in 1903, and 

WHEREAS, The worthy President, 
Samuel Gompers, of the A. F. of L., de- 
ploring the fact of said withdrawal, earn- 
estly solicited an early return to the A. 
F. of L. ranks, which appeal has been 
complied with, and three delegates, elect- 
ed at their last annual convention, are 
now upon the ground, awaiting the pleas- 
ure of this convention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommend to the Executive Council the 
granting of the charter applied fcr by 
the American Flint Glass Workers’ Union. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 140—By Delegate M. E. 

McSwiggen, of the Jefferson Co. Trades 

and Labor Assembly. 

‘union cards of Local 36 shall be employee 
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WHEREAS, There are prescni in this 
city three gentlemen representing tne 
American Flint Glass Workers’ Union 
of North America, an international or- 
ganization, who were among the very 
tirst to affiliate with the A. F. of L., and 
for twenty-two years maintained its loyal 
membership in the same, and who, 
through dissatisfaction on matters per- 
tuining to their craft, in 1908, withdrew 
from the A. F. of L. and are now appl 
ing for charter upon the solicitation of 
President Gompers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the above men- 
tioned representatives of the Ameri- 
can Flint Glass Workers’ Union be grant- 
ed the right of v.he floor of this con- 
vention, for the purpose of presenting 
their claims and desires to the delegates, 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No, 141—By Deiegate Wal- 

ter West, of tae Amalgamated Glass- 

workers’ International Association of 

America: 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Giass 
Company of New York City, who had 
signed an agreement through the Decor- 
ative Glass Manufacturers’ Association of 
New York, of which they were members 
thereof, and which agreement does not 
expire until September, 1908; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company has of recent date withdrawn 
from the aforesaid Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company has refused to sign an individ- 
ual agreement embodying the same con- 
ditions as that signed by the Manufac- 
turers’ Association with Local No. 36 of 
the Decorative Glassworkers’ Protective 
Association, members of the A. G. W. I. 
A., and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company has put on non-unicn men 
which is a violation of the agreement 
heretofore signed by the Pittsburg Plate 
Glass Company; and 

WHEREAS, The refusal of the 
burg Plate Glass Company to sigr I 
individual agreement with Local 36, whic! 
stipulates that no one but those holdin: 

Pitts 
1 
1 

1 
f in the Art Stained Glass Department o 

their establishment; and 

WHEREAS, The act of the P'?tts! 
Plate Glass Company in refusing to 
an agreement is a declaration 
qpen-shop; and 

WHEREAS, Local 36 of the D, 
7. ee aro no fault, cav3 
act of theirs, is not responsible for 
breaking of the azreement by the Pitt 
burg Plate Glass Company; and 

WHEREAS, By the breaking 
agreement, and the refusal to 
individual agreement, L il 35 has 
fore been obliged to withdraw its 
bers from said establishment: and 

WHEREAS, The 
of Labor, through its 
“The Federationist,”’ 

meé 

American Federatiun 
official journal, 

does advertise the 
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products, merchandise, ete., of the afore- 
said company; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, ‘that the A. G. W. I. A. 
cttally request und petition the 

of L. Executive Council to refuse 
tisements of the Pittsburg Plate 
‘ompany for their official journal. 

That the Pittsburg Plate 
placed on the “unfair 

ve request that its products be 
ased, and it is hereby 

SOLVED, That the same shall con- 
u nti time the Pittsburg 

Plate Glass Co. does sig an agreement 

with Local 36 of Wc, ex Mey 
eithe individually r ! -tofore 

will be 

such 

eferred to Committee on Boycotts. 

solution No. 142—By Her- 

Whiteman, of the Jamestown (N. 

entral Labor Council: 

_ two 
unionists in 

Delegate 

millions and a 
America, rep- 

millions of consumers, whosu 
purchasing power will 

10,000 annually; and 

tEAS, The 

that the EREAS, It is recognized 
ol toil— the emblem { honest 

powerful but eful and 
the hands of trade 

demand 
products does not only 

will ibolish 
convict and 

industrial pani 

a consistent 

strikes, but 

eats Lop labor and 
irom time prevent 

and 

AS, To greatly increase the 
union labeled products, and to 

rade unionists to learn where 

urchase same; therefore, be it 

That the American Fed- 
zabor in the twenty-sixth 

assembled instruct : 
rest to all Central I 
of all union 
merchants in 
and that 

shed from time 
union label bulle- 

labeled ar- 

‘rehant hand- 
distribution among mem- 

friends of organized labor in 
r respective localities for information, 
that the expense for such bulletins 
et by organizations publishing same. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

] label 

ha idled py 

localities, 
same pub 

a (pocke si 
iving the ] 
and names o 

ime, for 
and 

said 

union 
f each m 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegates Louis 

iKemper, John Sullivan, A. J. Kugler and 

Geo. Kolb: , 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
< Labor declares itself for the most 
democratic and broadminded form of or- 
§ tion; and 

WHEREAS, This includes the right of 
] membership individually and collec- 

v, of voicing their sentiments and 
and casting their votes or bal- 

erdingly; therefore, be it 

‘OLVED, That this the twenty- 
ention herewith inaugurates the 

FEDERATION OF 

each 

LABOR. 
9 

initiative and referendum and that in fu- 
ture, no law, change of constitution, or 
decision of a convention, Executive Board 
session, election of officers or representa- 
Lives, r organizers of the A. F. of L. 
shall be put in force until the member- 
ship at has been made acquainted 
With the question in roversy, i 
has, in addition 1ereto, | oppt 
tunity to vote on said C 
tion ol i 

cont 

RESOLVE 
referendu 
parties ¢ 

Referred t 

Resolution No. 

tional Union 

RESOLV 
of the Americar 
held, commenci 
in Se] mober, 1907. 

Referred to Committee 

Resolution No, 

of the 

trict of 

WHEE de r 
the Dis ( ( ia hay I 
three decade ‘ are now denied 

! righ iff : I sungressiona 
ctment, 

WHERI 
being mad 
the D 

Oo sect 
‘tive franchise 

ESOLVED, That 
of Labo 

bled, reby 1do 
Live o the bona fid 
District of Columbia 
gzovernment, and it 

PF the American Feder 
» all assistance possible 

il-fovernment, 

Referred to Committee on Ré 

Resolution No. 146 

of the 

trict of 

By Sam De 

Washington Cc. L. U. ; 

Columbia. 

WHEREAS, The labor papers published 
in the cities and towns i 
States and Canada, official 
Central Labor Unions, and 
terprises, have in most instance 
gle for existence, for lack of 
and advertisers, and as they tend to 
educate and t the bor movement 
by publishing official accurate tbor news 
that the public cities and 
towns will not columns, it 
becomes the duty of every labor ore 
ganization and every individual member 
of organized labor to encourage and fos 
ter such labor papers by liberal patron- 
age and every assistance that can be 
possibly rendered; therefore, be it 4 

RESOLVED, That the American Yed- 
eration of Labor, The International and 

press of most 
permit in its 
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National Organizations, the State Federa- 
tions, Central Labor Unions, and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions are herewith request - 
ed to not only assist such bona fide labor 
journals in their respective localities, by 
endeavoring to increase the circulation of 
said journals, but also by patronizing the 
job printing offices where such papers 
are printed in preference to all others, 

such printing offices are thorough 
union establishments in every depart- 
ment, and by so doing tend to increase 
the influence that a bona fide labor jour- 
nal generally has on a community in as- 
sisting and advocating the cause that we 
are’ banded together as union men to 
uphold. 

af Referred to Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 147—C. L. Tarr, A. W. 
G. Workers of America. 

On account of the vast and unlimited 
harm being done to the wage-earner 
throughout this country by the trusts and 
corporations controlling the prices of liv- 
ing commodities, and 

WHEREAS, the wages have not in- 
creased proportionately as the cost of 
living has raised; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its President 
and executive officers be authorized and 
committed to any course either political 
or otherwise that may be the means of 
counteracting or of utterly destroying all 
trusis and corporations, inimical to the 
welfare of the wage-earner, and to this 
end the funds of the A. F. of L. may be 
used at the discretion of the President 
and Executive Board. 

Referred to. Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegates F. J. 

McNulty, S. J. Fay and W. E. Kennedy, 

of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 

trical Workers. 

WHEREAS, It is the intention of the 
tnternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
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Workers to endeavor to have the Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Companies declared 
common carriers and brought under the 
provisions of the Interstate Commerce 
Law; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to render all assist- 
ance possible to the I. B. E. W. to have 
such a law enacted. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 149—By Delegates F. J. 

McNulty, S. J. Fay and W. E. Kennedy, 

of the International Protherhood of Elec- 

trical Workers, 
WHEREAS, The American Telephone 

and Telegraph Company (Bell system), 
with its ramifications extending through- 
out the United States, does persistently 
discriminate against the l. B. E. W.; and 

WHEREAS, The I. B. E. W. is at 
present involved in difficulty with said 
corporation in twenty-five states in de- 
fense of the right to form and maintain 
an organization; and 

WHEREAS, The present strife is apt 
to extend to all states and territories in 
the near future; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
does hereby endorse the position assumed 
by the I. B. E. W. against the aforesaid 
company in defense of the principle of 
organized labor and all affiliated organ- 
izations be notified to render the Electri- 
cal Workers all possible aid in this strug- 
gle; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be empowered to levy an assessment 
on all affiliated unions, if necessary, ts 
prevent this gigantic corporation from de- 
feating the Electrical Workers throug 
lack of funds. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

The convention was then adjourned te 

meet at 9 a. m. Friday, November 16th. 



FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to 

9 a. m., Friday, November 

dent.Gompers in the chair. 

order at 

16th, Presi- 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious session was dispensed with. 

Absentees—Dunn, 
ardson, Healy, Koch, Rickert, Larger, 
‘tarr, Wulff, Walsh, Creamer, Warner, 
Freeman, Fahy, Dempsey, Denny, Wilson, 
Dix, Shepard, Mahon, Commons, McMor- 
row, Kirk, Heberling, Flood Hibbert, 
Raasch, Powell, Morgan, ntenza, Byrne, 
Stoner, iglesias, Berger, Rothwell, 

Muendlein, Campbell, Zihlman, 
Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), Kleiman, 
Porter, Guye, Fitzpatrick, Glenn, Cooney, 
Summerville, Hill, Saylor, Riddell, Wood- 
mansee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), Jones, 

D’ Alessandro. 

Murphy, Law, Rich- 

read Secretary 

from P. M. 

of the Trades and 

Canada, and from E. Coatsworth, Mayor 

of Toronto, inviting the American Ied- 

eration of Labor to hold its next conven- 

tion in the city of Toronto, Canada. 

telegrams 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Labor Congress of 

Morrison 

Draper, 

Secretary Morrison also read a com- 

munication from the Anti-Vaccination So- 

ciety, of St. Paul, asking permission for 

a member of that society to address the 

convention at 

sions. 

some time during its ses- 

It was moved by Delegate Guerin, and 

seconded, that the request be complied 

with, 

Delegate Foster spoke against granting 

the request, and on motion of Delegate 

W. D. Ryan the entire matter was laid 

upon the table. 

Vice-President Duncan, Chairman of 

the Committee on Resolutions, announc- 

ed that resolutions containing the same 

subject matter were being considered by 

two or three committees, and favored 

an early adjournment that the commit- 

tees might meet and have some of the 

resolutions re-referred, 

Delegate E. Gerry Brown opposed an 

early adjournment, and moved that the 

convention go into an informal session, 

ig there was no regular order of busi- 

Hedly, . 

ness, and under the teneminute rule give 

delegates an opportunity to express their 

opinions upon the subject of political ac- 

tion by the organization. (Seconded.) 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 

Doid,;-T. Is Duncan, Lippert, 

Walker and 

Secretary 

Lewis, 

Brown. 

—I do 

which 

Morris not 

some 

remember 

a convention in committee 

has resolutions that should 

not have come before it. When the reso- 

lutions are introduced the chairman takes 

the 

the s 

not received 

the word of 

them as to 

that 

committees 

back and 

delegates introducing 

ubject-matter. Resolu- 

referred to the 

reported 

proper com: 

51 

have been tions 

wrong been 

the 

have 

re-referred to 

mittees, 

The 

voted 

motion offered by 

and lost. 

Jere L. Sullivan—lIf a 

referred, through error, to 

the wrong committee, has not the chair- 

man the right to withdraw it and re-re- 

fer it to the proper 

President 

Mr. Brown was 

on 

Delegate 

lution is 

reso- 

an 

committee? 

Gompers—Certainly. 

Delegate Hawley asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the introduc- 

tion of a resolution from the*Switchmen’s 

Union of North America. 

No objection 

lution was introduced 

the Committee 

olution No, 150. 

offered, the 

and referred to 

Organization, as Res- 

being reso- 

on 

tesolution 

ley, of 

No. 150—By Delegate Haw- 

the Switchmen’s Union of North 

America: 

WHEREAS, The Switchmen’s Union 
of North Amerjca is qa trade union, rep- 
resenting the men employed in the haz- 
ardous occupation of switchingycars; and 

WHEREAS, The said union is affiliat- 
ed with this great body, the American 
Federation of Labor, and, therefore en- 
titled to its protection; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Trainmen, which is an industrial or- 
ganization, is trying to annihilate the 
Switchmen’s Union by means, which can 

ee be termed honorable; therefore, 
e it 

(153) 
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RESOLVED, That we pleege our loyal 
and earnest support to the Switchmen’s 
Union in its efforts to improve the con- 
ditions of the switchmen; and, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That we insist on the 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen ceas- 
ing its attacks on the Switchmen’s Un- 
ion; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, here assembled recog- 
nize the Switchmen’s Union as the only 
organization legally representing the 
switchmen, and having jurisdiction over 
the railroad yards of this country. 

Organiza Referred to Committee on 

tion. 

Vice-President Hayes asked the con- 

convention to the introduc- 

resolution by Delegate A. L. 

Amalgamated Window 

North America. 

No objection being offered the 

introduced and referred to the 

Organization as 

sent of the 

tion of a 

Faulkner, the 

Glass Workers of 

resolu- 

tion wi 

Committee on 

tion No. 151. 

Resolu- 

Resolution No. 151—By Delegate A. L. 

Faulkner, of the Amalgamated Window 

Glass Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, Past the guns of oid Fort 
Sumpter into the harbor that first heard 
the roar of rebel batteries in ’61, a ship- 
load of alien workmen was landed on 
American soil at the expense of the great 

t of South Carolina, aided and bet- 
yy Hon. E. J. Watson, Comm ioner 

Labor of South Carolina, sanctioned 
by Sargent, Commisstfoner Gen- 
Labor; Neill, Commissioner of 

Labor, and Assistant Commissioner of 
Labor Stump; and 

WHEREAS, Five hundred and eighty- 
seven immigrants were landed on No- 
vember 4, 1906; another boat load is 
scheduled to arrive on December 23d, and 
still another some time in January, after 
which Charleston is to become a regular 
port of entry for imported labor under 
state supervision; and 

WHEREAS, There is every reason to 

assume that the contract labor law was 
rantly violated in Charleston, South 

Carolina, November 4, 1906, and _ that 
other violations will speedily follow un- 
less checked by prompt interference of 

inized labor through the American 
deration of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its President 
and Executive Council, shall make the 
fullest possible investigation relative to 
the importation of alien labor by the 
state of South Carolina, and will use 
every effort to pre 1t any violation of 
the contract labor law and to punish all 
other offenders; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That we condemn the at- 
titude toward org labor of 
missioner General Sargent, Commissioner 
of Labor Neill, and AssIstant Commis- 
sioner of Labor Stump, who » present 
and permitted the landing i 

at Charleston, South yar 1a, Sunda 
November 4, 1906, antagonist 
to the interests of ‘rican labor and 
exhibition of eir f , rnment 

officials to’ honorably perform the duties 
of their respective offic rote ing 
the interests of American lat 
ican soil. 

nized Com- 

Referred to Committe: 

On motion of Delegate 

ntion was adjourney 1 

Saturday, November 17th 



SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

9 a, m., Saturday, November 17th, Presi- 

dent Gompers in the chair, 

Absentees—Dunn, James, Law, Richard- 
son, Comerford, Betchtold, Koch, Rickert, 
Larger, Wulff, Walsh, Ireland, Freeman, 
Denny, Miller, Archibald, Carey (D. A.), 
Wilson, Dix, Shepard, Frazier, Kirk, 
lieberling, Hibbert, Raasch, Powell, 
Morgan, Byrne, Stoner, Berger, Roth- 
well, Whitlam, Campbell, Zihlman, Hedly, 
Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Whitney, Porter, Glenn, Cooney, 
merville, Hill, Cardiff, Woodmansee, 
Cragon, McCallum, Jones, D’ Alessandro. 

Fraternal Delegate Stelzle, from _ the 

Department of Labor of the Presbyterian 

Church, read the following communica- 

tion: 

The Presbyterian Brotherhood, in its 

first convention at Indianapolis, joins with 

the Brotherhood of Labor as represented 

in the American Federation of Labor, 

in convention assembled in Minneapolis in 

devotion to the ideal of life given by 

the Great Master: “If any would be 

great among you, let him be your ser- 

vant. For even the son of man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister.’’ 

The Secretary was instructed to incor- 

porate the communications in the pro- 

ceedings of the convention 

Secretary Morrison ‘read an announce- 

ment that services would be held at the 

Church of the Immaculate Conception at 

10:30 Sur‘fay, November 18th, at which 

Dr. Ryan would preach a sermon touch- 

ing on the subject of the church and the 

labor question. He also read an an- 

nouncement that Mr. Frank K. Foster 

would address a men’s mass meeting to 

be held at Fowler M. E. church, Sunday 

evening, November 18th, his subject to 

be “The Trades Union as an Ethical 

Force.”’ Also an announcement that Del- 

egates Charles Stelzle and John Mitch- 

ell would speak at the Auditorium at 3 

o’clock p. m., Sunday, November 18th. 

The Committee on Credentials recom- 

mended that William M. Maupin, of the 

Central Labor Union, of Lincoln. Ne- 

braska, be seated and given one vote. 

Sum-. 

On motion the report of the committee 

Was concurred in. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, Secretary of the 

Committee on Resolutions, made the fol- 

lowing partial report: 

The Committee recommended that 

olution No. 2 be amended.to read as fol- 

lows, and that it be 

amended: 

tes- 

concurred in as 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, International United Brother- 

hood of Leather Workers on Horse 

Goods: 

WHEREAS, The _ conditions 
upon men working on 
the government of the United States for 
its Postal, Army, or Navy Departments, 
are seldom, if ever, in full conformity 
with the laws provided to make the gov- 
ernment a decent employer; and 

WHEREAS, Work, so made, has been 
repeatedly proven to be inferior to the 
articles manufactured in the shops of 
the government at no higher cost; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cii of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to hasten legislation provid- 

ing that such articles of general use in 
the government service as can be manu- 
factured in shops and arsenals of its own 
be so manufactured. 

imposed 
contracts let by 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 

lution No. 3 be referred to the Com- 

mittee on President’s Report, and recom- 

mended that said committee handle the 

subject matter contained therein. The 

resolution was so referred. 

The committee concurred in Resolution 
No. 5 for the «appointment of a commit- 

tee, the committee to report to this con- 

vention. 

Resolution No. 5—By Delegaté John J. 
Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, It is required by the au- 
thorities at the United States Rock Is- 
land Arsenal at Rock Island, IIL, that all 
men engaged as journeymen: in the sad- 

(155) 
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dlery shops be required to accept and 
make work under a minimum wage of 
two ($2) dollars per day, for the sup- 
posed purpose of determining their skill 
and general efficiency, before being grad- 
ed into the classes arranged by these 
authorities; and, 

WHEREAS, This condition works great 
injury to the men already graded; and, 

WHEREAS, All journeymen employed 
at the arsenals of the United States are 
required to pass the civil service require- 
ments, thus already establishing theiz 
mean standard of skill, and therefore en- 
titling them to better recompense fo1 
their labor than the minimum as estab 
lished by the authorities hereinbefor 
mentioned; and, 

WHEREAS, As a local branch of the 
International United Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, all, or 
nearly all of the members of which are 
employed at the Rock Island arsenal, 
have complained of this condition; and, 

WHEREAS, There are other trades 
suffering under the same or similar con- 
ditions in the several shops of the United 
States Army Ordnance Department; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, appoint 
at this convention a committee of three 
delegates, before which all delegates of 
international unions having members af- 
fected by the conditions in question. shall 
and are hereby instructed to appear and 
confer with such committee to the end 
that the committee as herein provided 
shall be competent to make such tangi- 
ble report to this conventicn, suggesting 
ways and means that will enable this 
convention to act intelligently and begin 
necessary efforts to completely overcome 
= the detrimental conditions complained 
of, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee concurred in 

lowing resolution: 
the fol 

Resolution No. 12—By John F, Ream, 

representing Iowa Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
convention that our postal laws should 
be so amended as to provide for carry- 
ing small parcels through the mails; and 
the Executive Council is hereby instruc- 
ted to do its utmost to secure such legis- 
lation at the next session of congress. 

A motion was made, and seconded, that 
the report of the committee, be concurred 

in. 

Delegate Ream spoke at some length 

in favor of the adoption of the report 

of the committee. The motion was then 

adopted. 

The committee recommended the adop- 

tion of Resolution No. 26, when amended 

to read as follows: 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution No. 26—By Geo. B. Hargan, 

of the Firemen’s Association of Chicago, 

No. 12270: 

WHEREAS, The_ two-platoon_ system, 
for fire’ departments, reduces the hours 
of labor; increases the rate of pay and 
emancipates the firemen from a system 
of employment that is unjust to firemen 
and unsafe to the municipalities permit- 
ting its existence; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 

eration of Labor, by its delegates in reg- 
ular convention assembled, does hereby 
most heartily endorse the two-platoon 
system, as the most humane for the fire 
departments throughout the country and 
urges upon all municipal officers, fire 
department chiefs and fire department of- 
ficers and members of fire departments, 
the necessity of uniting in a universal 
demand for the adoption of the two-pla- 
toon system in the fire departments of 
their respective cities. 

* On motion of Delegate Ramsay the re- 

port of the committee was adopted. 

The committee recommended non-con- 

currence in Resolution No. 28, because 

the members knew of no platform or 

declaration of principles that has ever 

been adopted by the American Federa- 

tion of Labor, excepting those which 
have always appeared in the printed re- 

ports of the official proceedings. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed at length 

by Delegates Mahon, Brown, Johannsen, 

Ryan and Duncan, 

Treasurer Lennon—I move that the 

report of the committee, together with 
the resolution and the platform pro- 

mulgated by the Denver convention of 

the American Federation be referred to 

the committee on President’s Report, with 

instructions to report back to this con- 

vention. (Seconded.) 

The motion to refer was discussed by 

Delegates Mahon, Walker and Johann- 

sen. It was then voted on and lost. 

A motion by Delegate Brown to re- 

commit the resolution to the Committee 

on Resolutions with instructions to re- 

port back to the convention what are the 
principles of the American Federation of 

Labor, was carried. 

Vice President Duncan—The Committee 

on Resolutions has not yet reached what 

are called the ‘‘Peace Resolutions.” Miss 

Mary McDowell is here today, and as she 

will not be able to remain until we 

reach the peace resolutions and report on 
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them, the committee asks that she be 

allowed to speak at this time. 

Miss McDowell was introduced, 

apoke in part as follows: 

and 

Mr. President and Delegates—I am here 

principally for the purpose of begging 

again your interest in the women work- 

ers. There are over three million wo- 

men workers ever with you, but there 

is such a small representation of wo- 

men here that one wonders whether 

really you are caring for their interests 

the way you ought to. I want to beg 

you to stand for that investigation we 

are asking the government to make into 

the conditions under which the women 

and children work in the United States. 

Most of these workers are girls, and some 

of them are working at piece-work that 

you know is a menace to their health. I 

think the employers and the men and 

women themselves are ignorant of what 

the effect of night work, piece-work, 

heavy work and work under bad moral 

conditions is upon the girls’ lives. We 

want to know some of these things. I 

get tired of hearing people lay at the 
door of working women all sorts of ac- 
cusations. I want to know whether they 

are true or not. I don’t want working wo- 

men to be gossiped about as we are 

hearing them gossiped about all the time. 
We want the whole country to care about 

this thing. 

England made such an investigation as 

we are asking. The investigation was 
made by the government, and they are 

all the time gathering facts. We have not 

considered until now what an important 

thing is the coming into the industries of 

so many women. We don’t want a cen- 

sus, we want a sociological investigation 

that will show the relation of their work 

to their health, 

What is the relation of all this to uni- 

versal peace? I did not intend to talk 
on this subject, but Miss Jane Addams 

could not come. She is anxious that 

the working men of the world should 

stand for peace. If you in your power- 

ful strength insist that our government 

take a stand for universal peace—that 

we stand for that convention at The 

Hague—it will have great influence. I 

think the propositions you wish to stand 

for will come up in the form of a reso- 

lution next week. No one but you peo- 

ple suffer from wars. It is the women and 
children and the working men who suf- 

_of the various states, 

fer. As our English brother said, you 

pay the taxes for the war, and you pay 

with your blood for that war. 

I am sure you will pass this resolu- 

tion which means so much for the work- 

ing people. Why should we seek to 

outdo England with our navy? Why 

should we try to build a ship greater 

than her Dreadnaught? Let England 

have it if she wants it, but let us com- 

pete with England on a level that is 

higher than building battleships; let us 

spend our money for that which is in- 

structive and upbuilding, not destructive 

to the people we need in our country. 

We don’t want you turned into naval cad- 

ets and soldiers with bayonets; we want 

your hands for that work which will 

build a nation of men and women that 

will keep our ideals where they belong. 

The Committee on Resolutions continued 

its report, and recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 29—By Delegate Sam 

De Nedrey, C. L. U., Washington, D. C.: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has, at each annual convention, 
for the past ten years, adopted resolu- 
tions denouncing anti-scalping laws and 
injunctions designed to prevent the sale 
of railroad transportation by others than 
appointed agents of railway corporations, 
and the use of such transportation by 
others than the original purchasers; and 

WHEREAS, The railway companies of 
the country, controlled by passenger as- 
sociations and mileage bureaus, continue 
to force upon travelers obnoxious con- 
tracts containing non-transferrable pro- 
visions, requiring signatures and descrip- 
tions of the purchasers, and assume a 
right to confiscate such transportation if 
found in the hands of other than the 
original purchasers; be it 

RESOLVED, That the voice of this 
Federation continue to be raised against 
the monstrous injustice of this system 
of robbery and graft, and that its power 
and influence be exerted to the securing 
of the adoption of laws by the legislatures 

and by the con- 
gress of the United States, requiring that 
all railroad tickets and mileage be trans- 
ferable and good to bearer. 

RESOLVED, That resolutions hereto- 
fore adopted denouncing § anti-scalping 
laws, citv ordinances and_ injunctions, 
prohibitive ticket brolerage, be, and they 
are hereby re-affirmed, ’ 

On motion the report of the commit- 

tee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No, 40—By Delegate R. 

Glockling, of the International Brother- 

hood of Bookbinders: 



158 

WHEREAS, All books printed in lan- 
guages othe: than the English language, 
together with pamphiets and manufac- 
tures of paper and card, printed or em- 
bossed, are admitted into the United 
Staies free of duty; and 

WHEREAS, Like products printed or 
embossed in the English language are 
admitted on a 25 per cent rate of duty, 
both classes referred to aggregating ap- 
proximately $4,000,000 worth of goods per 
year admitted into the United States, 
thus denying to American Bookbinders, 
Printers, etc., employment to this ex- 
tent, due to their unwillingness to work 
under conditions prevailing in Europe; 
and 

WHEREAS, The large disparity exist- 
ing between countries referred to and 
the United States tend to degrade the 
American wage standard and encourage 
vicious conditions attendant upon low 
wages; and 

WHEREAS, The rapid increase of for- 
sign immigration is thereby increasing 
the demand for the goods herein re- 
ferred to; be it, therefore 

RESOLVED, That it be an instruction 
to the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, to seek the impo- 
sition of an increased duty on _ books, 
etc., printed in English, the same duty 
to apply also to such as are printed in 
the foreign languages, as will the more 
adequately balance the wage standards 
of European and American Bookbinders, 
etc., to the end that the higher stand- 
ard of American living may be con- 
served. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in, 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 43 be concurred in. A mo- 

tion was made, and seconded, that the 

report of the committee be concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison requested Delegate 

Furuseth to amend his motion, to make it 

read “One of the preferred,’’ instead of 

“The preferred.”’ Delegate Furuseth said 

the amendment was satisfactory, and the 

committee accepted the amendment. The 

question was discussed by Delegate 

Furuseth, who moved that the resolution 

be amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 43—By the Internation- 

al Typographical Union Delegation: 

RESOLVED, That government owner- 
ship and control of telegraph be made one 
of the preferred measures; that the legis- 
lative committee be directed to co-operate 
with the International Typographical 
Union Committee stationed at Washington 
in pushing the work among the member- 
ship, and the committees of both houses 
of congress, and that all organizations 
represented in the Federation be request- 
ed to take the necessary steps toward 
putting into practical effect the measure 
we have heen striving for for years, and 
which will come up before the next ses- 
sion of congress. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

The amendment was seconded and car- 

ried, and the report of the committee as 

amended was adopted. 

Resolution No. 47 was referred by the 

committee on Resolutions to the Commit- 

tee on President’s Report. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 

lution No. 48 be concurred in, when 

amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 48—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

im” 5 

WHEREAS, A great number of work- 
ing men throughout the United States 
are still toiling over six days in the week, 
working long hours per day, without get- 
ting one full day’s rest every week, very 
much to their physical and moral det- 
riment; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we request the state 
legislatures to enact laws requiring manu- 
facturers to give to the department of 
Commerce and Labor and to the Labor 
Departments of their respective states all 
the data pertaining to the hours of labor, 
wages and other conditions which the 
Department of Commerce and Labor and 
the respective state Labor Departments 
may deem necessary in the execution of 
their duties, particularly data as to the 
number of persons working over six days 
per week, and the number of hours of 
such work, experience having shown that 
the present laws in this direction are not 
sufficiently stringent. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be 

curred in. 

The question was discussed 

gates Barnes, Duncan, Wilson 

Paulitsch, Lavin, Johannsen, 

Stemburgh. 

On motion of Delegate Shanessy debate 

was closed. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was then carried. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 50 be concurred in 

amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 50—By Delegate Vi 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federatii 

Labor: 

‘RESOLVED, We hereby express it 2s 
the sentiment of the convention of the 
A. F. of L. that all judges, inelnding 
the federal judges, be elected by Ut 
people ot their respective districts r 
states, and that no judge shall hk 
for a longer term than four vears, 
the privilege of being re-elected. 

On motion the report of the commitice 

was concurred in. 

cone- 

by Dele- 

C¥¥.. Beds 

Duffy and 

when 

elected 

with 

The committee recommended that 

olution No. 51 be concurred 

amended to read as follows: 

Res- 

in when 
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Resolution No, 51—By Delegate Victor 

i». Berger, of the Wisconsi, State Feder- 

ation of Labor: 

@WHEREAS, It is the duty of legis- 
lators to put the burden of taxation where 
it: properly belongs, and 

WHEREAS, The present mode of tax- 
ation has materially aided in accumulat- 
img huge fortunes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor declares in favor of an 
income tax gradually increasing with the 
income and is also in favor of an inheri- 
tance tax which is to increase in per- 
centage with the size of the inheritance. 

It was moved by Delegate Shanessy and 

seconded that the report of the commit- 

tee be concurred in, 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Barnes, W. B. Wilson, Ryan, Furu- 

seth and Anderson. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was then carried. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No, 53 be non-concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

@he question was discussed by Dele- 

gates E. G. Brown, Farr, Ryan, Guerin, 

Walker, Barnes and De Nedrey. 

A motion was then made and carried 

that the resolution be again referred to 

the Committee on Resolutions. 

The committee announced that Resolu- 

tions Nos. 99 and 100 were referred to the ! 

Committee on President’s Report. 

Delegate Maupin asked the privilege of 

the floor for the purpose of extending an 

invitation to the American Federation of 
Labor to hold its next convention in Lin- 

coln, Nebraska. He stated that he would 

place in the hands of the Secretary in- 

vitations from the governor of Nebraska, 

the mayor of Lincoln and from W. J. 

Bryan, of Lincoln, 

Delegate Gund asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the intro- 

fuction of a resolution. No objection be- 

ing offered the following resolution was 

introduced: 

ae 
Resolution No. 152—8y Delegate William 

F. Gund, of the International 

Pressmen and Assistants’ Union. 

WHEREAS, The Minneapolis Tribune 
Rublishing Company have locked out cer- 
tain members of the Minneapolis Press- 
men’s Union No. 20, because of their be- 
ing Union men and standing for union 
principles, and 

Printing 
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WHEREAS, The Minneapolis Tribune 
Publishing Company has demonstrated 
that it is antagonistic to organized labe- 
and wili not empicoy members of the Min- 
neapolis Pressmen’s Union No. 20, and 

WHEREAS, ‘the Minneapolis Trades 
and Labor Assembly of Minneapolis and 
Hennepin County, the State biue Label 
League of Minnesota, and the Minnesota 
State Federation.of Labor have endorsed 
the action of the Minneapolis Pressmen’s 
Union No. 20 in their efiorts to unionize 
the pressmen of the Minneapolis ‘tribune 
Publishing Company; theretore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we give the Minne- 
apolis Pressmen’s Union No. 20 our unit- 
ed moral support in their efforts to union- 
ize the pressmen of the Minneapolis Trib- 
une Publishing Company, of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, 

Delegate Kennedy, of the Electrical 
Workers asked the unanimous consent of 

the convention to the introduction of a 

resolution. bjection was offered, and 

the resolution was not introduced. 

Delegate H. E. Gudbrandsen asked the 

unanimous consent of the convention to 

the introduction of a resolution. No ob- 

jection being offered the following reso- 
lution was introduced. 

Resolution No. 153—By H. E. Gudbrand- 
sen, of the International Photo-Engravers’ 

Union. 

WHEREAS, The photo-engraving craft, 
comparatively speaking is still in its in- 
fancy and subject to zsreat improvement 
in both methods and means of producing 
plates for printing purposes; and 
WHEREAS, It is just and most desir- 

able that the members of the Interna- 
tional Photo-Engravers’ Union of North 
America be permitted to enjoy and pro- 
tected in enjoying the benefits and ad- 
vantages acquired by a larger experience 
and greater knowledge of the technique 
of their craft; therefore, bé it 
RESOLVED, That the jurisdiction of 

the International Photo-Engravers’ Union 
of North America extend to and include, 
not only any and all present methods and 
means, or parts thereof, of producing en- 
gravings for printing purposes, but ex- 
tend to and include any and all other 
methods and means, or parts thereof, as 
future experience will develop. 

Referred to the Executive Council. 

Delegate Lavin moved that the rules be 
suspended and that the convention con- 

vene for business at 2 p. m. 

Secretary Morrison—The committees 
have all announced meetings for this af- 

ternoon, and if this motion is carried it 

will prevent them from doing a great deal 

of work. 

President Gompers declared the motion 

out of order. 

The convention was then adjourned to 

meet at 9 a. m., Monday, November 19th, 



SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 
9 o’clock a. m., Monday, November 19th, 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious session was dispensed with. 

Dunn, Law, Con- 
Wulff, Walsh, 
Kirk, Heber- 

Absentees—Kline, 
Way, aw.oca, Lockwood, 
Freeman, dey, i 
ling, vahlman, Grace, Hul- 
bert, Raasch, Powell, Morgan, Byrne, 
Stoner, Rothwell, Zihlman, Hedly, Failor, 
Hassard, Perkins (R. W.), Whitney, Port- 
er, Glenn, Cooney, Summerville, Hill, 
Botham, Woodmansee, Cragon, Barnes 
(E. E.), Jones, Hargan, D’Alessandro, 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 

“Mr. W. A. Davis, Representative from 

Virginia to the American Federation of 

Labor convention: 

say to President and members 
of American Federation of Labor that 

Jamestown Exposition, Norfolk Chamber 

of Commerce, Board of Trade and Busi- 

ness Men's Association extend greetings 

and a cordial invitation to hold the next 

annual meeting in Norfolk. Free hall will 
be furnished on Exposition grounds. 

American Federation of Labor Day at 

Exposition should be a great event. 

‘““rlease 

“(Signed) C. Brooks Johnston, Board of 

Gevernors; W. W. Moss, President 

Chamber of Commerce; J. W. McCar- 
rick, President Board of Trade and 

Business Men’s Association; M. Um- 

stadter, President Retail Merchants’ 

Association.”’ 

The Secretary read a long letter from 
C, Brooks Johnston urging the con- 

vention to select Norfolk as the’ city 

in which to hold the next annual con- 

vention of the American Federation of 

Labor. In his letter Mr. Johnston stated 
that the management of the Exposition 

had recognized organized labor by in- 

serting a clause in their contract whereby 

nothing but organized labor should be 
employed in the construction and main- 

tenance of the Exposition buildings. 

‘tion of the 

Delegate Ryan, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported as follows: 

The committee recommend non-con- 

currence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 58—By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: ' 

WHEREAS, The present insurance sys- 
tem in the United States is notorious as 
a method of graft and exploitation; and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremendous 
wealth which is accumulated by the in- 
surance corporations, the life and prop- 
erty of the wage workers receive but 
scant protection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we demand that 
some plan of compulsory life and other 
insurance be enacted, either by the states 
or by the nation, in such a manner as to 
give adequate security to the toiling 
masses of the people. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 60 be concurred in after being 

amended to read as follows, and that the 

matter be referred to the various state 

branches for action. 

Resolution No. 60—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, Provisions have been made 
by the legislative bodies of several states 
by enactment of laws, which, if properly 
enforced, would reduce the number of ac- 
cidents to the wage earner, but because 
of the penury of the states the inspec- 

industries is inadequate; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through the Executive 
Council, take such steps as are needed te 
bring before the next state legislatures, 
bills providing for additional factory in- 
Spectors. 

A motion .was made, and seconded, 

that the recommendation of the committee 

be concurred in, 

Delegate Berger spoke in favor of the 

adoption of the resolution as introduced. 

President Gompers moved as an amend- 

ment to the report of the committee that 

it go to the various state branches with 

(160) 
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the endorsement of the convention. (Sec- 
onded.) 

The committee accepted the amend- 

ment. The report of the committee as 

amended was then adopted. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No, 62—By Delegate James 

Duncan, of the G. C. I. A.: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its convention at Min- 
neapolis, urges upon the members of the 
Judiciary Committee of the House of 
Representatives the duty of making a 
favorable report upon Joint Resolution 
86, which provides for submitting to the 
legislatures an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States allowing 
women to vote; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urges upon all members 
of congress and senators the duty of 
adopting said joint resolution; and 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary is 
hereby instructed to forward to President 
Roosevelt, and to the Speaker, copies of 
these resolutions as well as to the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Judiciary in the 
House of Representatives; further 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
quest its delegates to use every oppor- 
tunity during the coming short session 
of congress to bring to the attention of 
eongressmen of their respective states 
the merits of joint resolution 85 and to 
urge favorable action upon it. 

On motion of Delegate Bablitz the re- 

port of the committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 67 be concurred in. , 

Delegate Sullivan (J. L.) asked if the 

resolution referred to the clerks in post- 

offices or the railway mail clerks, and 

asked if they weré affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor by nation- 

al or local charters. 

Secretary Morrison—This refers to the 

postoffice clerks. I move that we strike 

out the word ‘Postal’? and insert the 

word ‘‘Postoffice.”’ 

the committee 

“and 

After some discussion 

added to the resolution the words 

Postoffice Clerks.” 

President Gompers stated that a con- 

siderable number of postoffice clerks were 

affiliated directly with the American Fed- 

eration of Labor. He also stated that 

some time ago the local unions of post- 

office clerks directly affiliated, together 

with some others not affiliated, joined 

in making application to the office of the 

American Federation of Labor for the 
issuance of a national charter, and that 
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at a meeting of the Executive Council, 

recently held, the issuance of such a 
charter was authorized as soon as the 

officers returned to the office. 

The 

gates Sullivan 

The 

follows: 

question was discussed by Dele- 

(J. L.), and O'Neill. 

resolution as amended reads as 

Resolution No. 67—By Delegate A. Jo- 

hannsen, of the Chicago Federation of La- 

bor: 

WHEREAS, It is well known that the 
ostal and postoffice clerks, quite a num- 
er of whom are regularly affiliated with 

the American Federation of Labor, are 
the most overworked and underpaid em- 
ployes of the government; and 

WHEREAS, The postal and postoffice 
clerks have to labor daily an uncertain 
number of hours for an uncertain annual 
wage due to the absence of a fixed hour 
and wage law; and 

WHEREAS, the past few years has 
seen in advance in the price of necessi- 
ties, especially in large cities where pos- 
tal clerks are mostly employed, and they 
have received no increase in wages to 
meet this advanced cost of living as have 
mostly all other classes of workers; and 

WHEREAS, These conditions have ob- 
tained for years and the postal and post- 
office clerks as a body have been unable 
to correct the abuses and grievances in 
the matter of hours and wages by reason 
of the endless rules and regulations 
hedged about them by the department 
and by the executive order, the effects of 
which are that the clerks cannot seek 
remedial legisiation directly or indirectly, 
or petition Congress to redress their 
grievances; and 

WHEREAS, In view of the aforesaid 
conditions of the clerks and their inability 
to speak for themselves without incurring 
official displeasure, be it 

RESOLVED, That the legislative com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. be instructed to 
address and appeal to the chairman of the 
post roads committee in the United States 
senate and the house of representatives 
looking toward the correction of the 
abuses of the men in this branch of the 
government service. 

The report of the committee as amended 

was then concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No, .68 be referred to the Execu- 

tive Council, with the recommendation 

that the Executive Council co-operate 

with the Alabama State Federation of 

Labor with a view to putting into effect 

the purpose of the _ resolution. 

Resolution No. 68—By Delegates Jos. 

F. Valentine, E. J. Denny, Geo. M. 

Digel, Valentine Barie and John Bradley, 

of the Iron Molders’ Union of North 

America: 
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WHEREAS, A law recently enacted by 
the legisiature of the state of Alabama, 
known as the “anti-boycott law,” is very 
stringent and sweeping in character; and 

WHEREAS, The provisions of the law 
prevent even the rights of the individual 
citizen, or citizens collectively, to declare 
the goods of any concern unfair upon pen- 
alty of fine and imprisonment; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be instructed to go into a 
thorough investigation. of the provisions 
of the so-called anti-boycott law of the 
state of Alabama; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the said Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be authorized 
and instructed to test the constitution- 
ality of this law, if, after a careful con- 
sideration of the same, it be found practi- 
cable to do so. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 

tee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 70—By Delegates of the 
International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The disaster to the pas- 
senger steamer “Rio Janeiro’ at the en- 
trance of San Francisco bay, the ‘“‘General 
Slocum” in New York harbor and the 
“Valencia” off Vancouver Island, B. C., 
where eath upon investigation traced to 
an inefficient and insufficient crew; and 
WHEREAS, So far no efforts have been 

made to prevent the recurrence of such 
disasters except by providing that pas- 
senger vessels shall carry better and more 
life-saving appliances, sufficient number 
of skilled men to handle them being left 
out; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Golden of 
New York has introduced a bill H. R. 
12472, to this defect; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled 
that this bill be endorsed and that con- 
gress be respectfully requested to enact 
the same into law. 

remedy 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 71—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, Ucean steamers under the 
American flag still continue to carry Chi- 
nese as firemen, sailors and cooks and 
stewards, signed in Hongkong, China; 
and 

WHEREAS, This is in violation of the 
Chinese exclusion act, an American ship 
being American soil, and in violation of 
Section 4463, Revised Statutes of the Unit- 
ed States as construed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, it being held 
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that a crew that does not understand the 
English language or the language of the 
officers in command of such vessel is an 
inefficient crew; and 

WHEREAS, These facts have been re- 
peatedly: brought to the attention of the 
President of the United States and the 
appropriate executive departments; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this, the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to bring this matter be- 
fore the President of the United States 
with the respectful request that the law 
be enforced. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 73—By Delegates of the 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, There is no legal load line 
established by the United States; and 
WHEREAS, Advantage is taken of this 

neglect to overload vessels to such an 
extent as to destroy their buoyancy and 
to make them unseaworthy; and 

WHEREAS, This has become especially 
prevalent on the Great Lakes since the 
deepening of the channels and harbors; 
vessels built to draw 16 feet loaded, are 
now often loaded down to 18 feet or 
more; and 

WHEREAS, Several of these overload- 
ed vessels are during each recurring sea- 
son lost with all hands; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor use its best efforts in 
furthering legislation which will check 
such overloading. 

On motion the report of the committee 
Was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in Resolution No. 74 when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 74—By Delegate F. M. 

Ryan, of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers: 

WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that contractors on government work do 
not always pay the prevailing rate of 
Wages; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in- 
struct the Executive Council to formu- 
late and cause to be introduced in con- 
gress a law making it obligatory to have 
inserted in all government contracts, a 
clause requiring that all contractors on 
government work pay the prevailing rate 
of wages in the district in which the con- 
tracts are to be carried to completion. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 
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The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 75—By Delegates of 

International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The freedom won by 
oiver working people has, under the plea 
of necessity, been denied to seamen, leay- 
ing them subject to involuntary  servi- 
tide, i. e, penal punishment for viola- 
tion of a civil contract to labor; and 

WHEREAS, Laws forbidding combi- 
nition amongst seamen while in port 
have been, and now are used to prevent 
wages of seamen from rising to corre- 
spond with men of equal skill working 
on shore and corresponding to the in- 
crease in prices and a growing standard 
of living; and 

WHEREAS, These conditions have 
made it impossible for seamen to marry; 
and 

WHEREAS, These conditions are pre- 
venting boys from seeking the sea, and 
men from remaining at sea, to the det- 
riment of our merchant 
serious danger to our national 
anu prestige; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Spight of 
Mississippi has introduced a bill to rem- 
edy these evils; therefore, be it 

safety 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urge upon congress an 
early and favorable consideration of this 
bill. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended 
rence in the following resolution: 

concur- 

Resolution No. 76—By the Delegates 

ef the International Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The Sherman anti-trust 
law was so drawn as to furnish an ex- 
cuse to bring organizations of labor .with- 
in the scope of its provisions, penaliz- 
ing combination of labor in place of mon- 
epoly of labor products; and 

WHEREAS, This has served as a jus- 
tification for the issuance of injunctions 
in labor disputes; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Hearst of 
New York has introduced a bill to rem- 
edy this defect in the law; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that this amendment be 
endorsed and that congress be urged to 
give to it an early and favorable con- 
sideration. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

marine and the: 
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Delegate Wil- 

International 

Resolution No. 77—By 

liam H. Frazier, of the 

Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The pilotage laws of Vir- 
ginia compel owners of coastwise sailing 
vessels to pay a tonnage tax of 10c per 
ton per annum as pilot fees; and 

WHEREAS, No services by pilots are 
performed or deemed necessary; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its Executive 
Council request the Virginia State Legis- 
lature to so amend the pilotage laws as 
to remove from shipping this burden 
which seems to have no justification; and, 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Pilots’ Associa- 
tion be requested to assist in amending 
said laws which now serve as a reason 
for an attack upon and may possibly 
lead to the abolition of compulsory pilot- 
age in other states where it is necessary 
ioe the safety of property and human 
ife. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended 

rence in the following resolution: 
concur- 

Resolution No. 78—By'* Delegate wWil- 

liam H. Frazier, of the International Sea- 

men’s Union: 

WHEREAS, The _ federal  inspectiot 
laws exempt steamboats from compulsory 
employment of skilled pilots, to the great 
and unnecessary increase in the risk te 
property and life; and 

WHEREAS, Sailing vessels are come 
pelled to pay such pilotage thereby put- 
ting them under burdens which should 
be borne by all vessels, whether sai] or 
steam; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that congress be requested 
to repeal the law exempting steamships 
from taking on board skilled bar-pilots 
and to so distribute the burden on com- 
merce that it shall be borne in just pro- 
portion by all vessels and that property 
and life be properly protected. 

Qn motion the report of the committea 

was concurred in. 

The committee referred Resolution No. 

79 to the Committee on President’s Re- 

port. 

The committee reported that Resolution 

No. 81 contained the same subject-matter 

as Resolution No. 62, and recommended 

that no further action be taken. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended ccncur- 

rence in the following resolution: 
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resolution No. 82—By Jos. N. Weber, 

Owen Miller and Frank Spiegl, represent- 

ing the American Federation of Musicians. 

WHEREAS, The amendment to the 
Alien Contract Labor Act exempting 
‘professionals’ from its provisions, has 
resulted in the treasury department de- 
ciding that musicians are professionals 
under the Act as amended, therefore ex- 
empt from its provisions; and 

WHEREAS, This interpretation of the 
“Alien Contract Labor Act’’ has resulted 
in opening the ports of the United States 
to the indiscriminate importation of mu- 
sicians from not only Europe, but from 
the entire world, flooding this country 
with cheap musicians, who, in compe- 
tition with resident musicians, can and 
do take engagements under conditions 
and for remuneration that an American 
musician cannot possibly accept; and 

WHEREAS, This evil has grown to that 
extent that during the summer seasons 
nearly all the summer gardens, resorts, 
ete., are supplied with so-called ‘Royal 
Italian,’’ ‘“‘Royal Hungarian,’’ ‘‘Royal Ha- 
waiian,’’ and in some instances little chil- 
dren from six to twelve years of age are 
dressed in fantastic uniform, given some 
outlandish title, and utilized in place of 
resident musicians; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
sixth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor urge upon all affil- 
iated bodies to extend to the American 
Federation of Musicians every possible 
assistance in eradicating this unfair prac- 
tice which is threatening to drive the 
American musician out of business; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. is hereby in- 
structed to lend every possible aid to 
the American Federation of Musicians, 
in an endeavor to so amend the Alien 
Contract Labor law so that its provisions 
shall be applied to musicians. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was 

The 

concurred in. 

committee recommended that the 

fourth paragraph of Resolution No. 87 

be stricken out, and the last paragraph 

amended to read: 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to co-operate with 
and assist the National Child Labor Com- 
mittee in securing the enactment of a 
law in the several states prohibiting the 
employment of children under sixteen 
years of age. 

labor Gompers—Organized 

has always taken the initiative, and has 

largely borne the brunt of the battle for 

President 

the restriction, the limitation, and the 

abolition of child - labor, and _ should 

searcely be placed in the position of co- 

operating with and _ assisting another 

committee in doing what it has taken the 

initiative in. 
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The committee further amended the 

last resolution by striking out the words 

“and assist.” 

On motion of Delegate:Brown (E. G.), 

the words “altar’’ and ‘‘crystallizing”’ 

were amended to read “counter” and 

“coining.” 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.), moved to 

amend the report of the committee by 

reinserting in the last resolution tiie 

words “by the next congress.” After 

some discussion the amendment was lost. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Walker, Johnson, Barnes (J. M.), 

Brown (E. G.), Wilson (W. B.), Berger, 

Furuseth, Ryan (W. D.), Ramsay, Pa-- 

litsch, Secretary Morrison and President 

Gompers. 

The 

committee 

follows: 

resolution as amended by the 

and by the convention is as 

Delegate W. L. 

Flynn, Brother- 

and Iron Ship 

Resolution No. 87—By 

A. Johnson and Thos. F. 

hood of Boiler Makers 

Builders of America. 

WHEREAS, The evils and inequalities 
that have crept into our industrial sys- 
tem by reason of the employment of 
child labor is evident throughout this 
country today as shown by the efforts 
that are being made in the severa] states 
to secure the enactment of laws pro- 
hibiting such employment; and 

WHEREAS, The pernicious and far. 
reaching effects, the merciless crushing 
out of the American child life in the 
mills and factories of our country, coin- 
ing its life-blood into dollars upon the 
counter of commercialism is a national 
disgrace to our boasted civilization that 
cries out to heaven for a remedy; and 

WHEREAS, in many states the efforts 
put forth to correct this evil have re- 
sulted in the enactment of a few laws 
that dre conflicting, impractical and in- 
effectual in regulation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to co-operate with 
the national child labor association com- 
mittee in securing the enactment of a law 
in the several states prohibiting the em- 
ployment of children under sixteen years 
of age. 

‘The report of the committee as amend- 

ed was concurred in. 

Delegate McSwiggen desired to be re- 

corded as voting in favor of the amend- 

offered by Delegate Wilson. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

ment 

Resolution No. 98—By Fraternal Dele- 

gate Mary Kenney O’Sullivan, of the Na- 

tional Women’s Trade Union League. 
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WHEREAS, A.bill authorizing the Sec- 
retary of Commerce and Labor to investi- 
gate and report on the industrial, social, 
moral, educational and physical condition 
of woman and child workers in the Unit- 
ed. States is now a privileged question 
in*the House and ready to be called up in 
the Senate, and 

WHEREAS, The fact that over three 
million women, at an average age oi 
eighteen years, unorganized and without 
the power to legislate for themselves— 
hive come into the industrial field, many 
of them working under conditions that 
will unfit them for the duties of home 
and motherhood, and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor has al- 
ways stood for equal justice and equal 
pay for equal work, we, the members of 
the American Federation of Labor, in the 
interest of the future of workers do most 
earnestly urge upon Congress the neces- 
sity of passing this bill. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resoiution: 

Resolution No. 101—By Delegate J. J. 

O’Neil, of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 

eil: 

WHEREAS, 
which clerks in first and_ second class 
postoffices labor, with respect to wages 
and hours especially, command the sym- 
pathy of the organized workers of other 
eallings; and 

WHEREAS, The conditions governing 
the employment of postoffice clerks have 
been difficult of improvement because of 
lack of organization among them, due in 
great measure to obstacles to organization 
created by the heads of the administrative 
department of the government; and 

WHEREAS, The postoffice clerks who 
have organized are endeavoring to have 
Congress enact legislation which will se- 
cure for the postoffiee clerks an eight- 
hour workday and improvement with re- 
spect to their wages; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor, in twenty-sixth annual 
convention assembled, hereby indorses the 
bill now before Congress providing for 
the classification of the salaries of clerks 
employed in postoffices of the first and 
second classes (H. R. 9754), as well as 
the measure designed to establish an 
eight-hour day for clerks employed in 
postoffices of the first and second classes. 

The conditions under 

On motiog the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

recommended that the 

referred to the 

The committee 

following resolution be 

Executive Council: 

Resolution No. 110—By Delegate Tony 

Entenza, of the Florida State Federation 

ef Labor: 7 

WHEREAS, The question of the labor 
conditions in Panama has attracted the 
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attention of the nation, and all reports 
of said conditions are at variance, none 
giving a proper report of the ‘‘eight-hour 
law,” either on government construction, 
or private contracts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor vote to send a com- 
nittee of two, for a two or three weeks’ 
“labor” investigation of affairs, along the 
canal zone of Panama, and let it be fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the report of this 
committee be given to the press of the 
country. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 
in, 

The question was discussed by 

gates Entenza, Barnes, Brown (E. 

French, Dold, O’Neil and Walker, 

Delegate Dold moved to amend the re- 

port of the committee by referring the 

resolution to the Executive Council with 
the endorsement of the convention. 

onded.) 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.) moved as a 

substitute that two representatives of 

organized labor be elected at the regular 

election of officers, said committee to in- 

vestigate labor conditions in the 

zone. 

Dele- 

G.), 

(Sec- 

canal 

The chairman declared the motion not 

germane to the motion before the 

vention. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 

Dold was adopted, and the report of the 

committee as amended was adopted. 

The committee recommended 

rence in the following resolution: 

con- 

concur- 

Resolution No. 

gate Mrs. Chas, 

111—By Fraternal Dele- 

Hank, of the Woman's 

International Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, through their officers and or- 
ganizers, have rendered valuable assist- 
ance to the Woman’s International Union 
Label League in the past by organizing 
Leagues, and educating the women to the 
value of the Union Label, which sym- 
bolizes the best there is at present, we 
therefore, desire to express our appre- 
ciation and most hearty thanks for the 
valuable assistance rendered, believing 
that the Union Label can only partly per- 
form its mission without the assistance 
of the women; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
instruct their organizers to continue to 
work for the education and organization 
of women into Label Leagues. beliey- 
ing this the best method in bringing about 
desired results. 
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On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No, 118—By Delegate Frank 

H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 

Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts State 
Branch of the American Federation of La- 
bor is taking measures to have erected 
a monument to the memory of the late 
George E. McNeil; and 

WHEREAS, The great work and en- 
deavor in behalf of humanity by the late 
Geowge E. McNeil having been national 
in its scope, the monument to be erected 
to his memory by organized labor should 
be representative of the esteem and high 
appreciation of the services of the late 
George E. McNeil held by organized labor 
ef our country; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 

ation of Labor donate the sum of $100 to 
the George E. McNeil monument fund. 

Delegates Driscoll and Foster spoke of 

the life and work of George E. McNeil. 

The report of the committee was adopt- 

ed by a unanimous vote. 

The following resolution was referred 

to the convention without recommenda- 

tion by the committee: 

Resolution No. 119—By Delegate Frank 

H McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the convention of 
the American Federation of Labor urge 
its legislative committee to assist in every 
way possible, the International Typo- 
graphical Union in its efforts to cause the 
United States government to own and 
control q telegraph and telephone system, 
believing that it is time active steps 
were being taken by the United States 
congress to give attention to the repeat- 
ed demands of labor, that the people of 
our couhtry should be given opportunity 
to enjoy at a lower cost these essentials 
to our daily business and social life, and 
which are now controlled by two of the 
greatest monopolies in history, the Bell 
Telephone Co., and the Western Union 
Telegraph Co. 

On motion the resolution was adopted. 

The committee reported that the sub- 

ject matter of Resolution No. 121 was 

covered by Resolution No. 98, and rec- 

ommended that no further action be tak- 

en. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The recommended concur- committee 

rence in the following resolution: 
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Resolution No. 122—By Delegates Johu 
Golden and Thomas O’Donnell, of the 

United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Wool Sorters of Law- 
rence, Mass., Barre, Mass., Manchester, 
N. H., and Providence, R. I., being a well 
organized body, and .affiliated with the 
A. F. of L., and 

WHEREAS, Many foreign wools are im- 
poried into this country under the class 
skirted and graded so as to evade the 
extra duty, and otherwise deprive the 
Wool Sorters of this country of their 
means of livelihood; and 

WHEREAS, All wools advanced in 
value by any other process except skirted 
are only admitted on double duty; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L., be and hereby 
is instructed to see to it that steps be 
taken at the next session of Congress 
when a revision of the tariff may be made 
to have skirted wools so fixed by duty 
that we may have a proper protection for 
our labor. 

On motion the report of the committee 

Was concurred in. 

The committee reported that the sub- 

ject matter of Resolution 123 was cov- 

ered by Resolution No. 87, and recom- 

mended that no further action be taken. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

Delegate Grout, for the Committee on 

Boycotts, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 138 was referred to the 

Committee on Grievances. 

The committee recommended the adop- 

tion of Resolution No. 25, and that the 

President of the American Federation of 

Labor furnish the labor periodicals a 

list containing the names of machines 

manufactured by this concern and request 
them to give same as much publicity as 

possible. 

* Resolution No. 25—By Delegate Whit- 

lam, of the Cleveland (O.) Trades and 

Labor Council: 

RESOLVED, That we do hereby earn- 
estly request the delegates to report to 
their respective locals that ‘Standard’ 
sé¢wing machines are unfair. The Stand- 
ard Sewing Machine Co. having been 
placed on the ‘unfair list’ of the A. F. 
of L., after repeatedly refusing to. make 
any adjustment of, or to submit to arbi- 
tration, the grievances of the’ machinists 
and other metal working trades on strike 
at the factory of said firm. We further 
request that all locals give these facts 
as wide publication as possible, to the 
end that their members and friends may 
withdraw their patronage from the Stand- 
ard Sewing Machine Co. until an equit- 
able adjustment of the difficulty be se- 
cured, 
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On motion the report of the committee 

ws concurred in. 

The committee made the following re- 

port on Resolution No. 65: Inasmuch as 

this grievance is in the hands of the Ex- 

ecutive Council and negotiations are now 

pending, the committee recommends that 

the same be continued. 

Resolution No. 65—By Delegate E. L. 

Jordan, of the International Steel and 

Copper Plate Printers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, Macey & Co., of New 
York, have persistently refused to recog- 
nize or adjust legitimate grievances pre- 
sented to them by and through the In- 
ternational Steel and Copper Plate Print- 
ers’ Union of North America; and 

WiiEREAS, They have ignored the 
Union Plate Printers and have supplant- 
ed the latter with scab men and even 
women, in the positions formerly held 
by Union Plate Printers, and have es- 
poused and conducted an open shop for 
the past three years against the protest of 
the International Union of Plate Printers 
and the appeals of the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That said firm of Macey 
& Co. be declared unfair, unreasonable 
and callous to the just demands of or- 
anized labor, and that their conduct has 
een fraught with great injury and loss 

to the journeymen plate printers of New 
York city and the trade in general; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor now in session in Min- 
neapolis, Minn., do hereby place said firm 
of Macey & Co. on the unfair list of this 
organization. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. ‘ Fi 

Delegate Jordan spoke at some length 

in favor of the resolution, and moved as 

an amendment to the report of the com. 

mittee that if Macey & Co. refuse to 

give a satisfactory answer to the repre- 

sentatives of the American Federation 

of Labor, they be placed on the unfair list 

without further consideration. 

The amendment was seconded and car- 

ried, and the report of the committee as 

amended was adopted. 

The committee made the following re- 

port on Resolution No. 45: 

A majority of the committee recom- 

mends reference to the Executive Council 

in accordance with Article 9, Section 4 

of the Constitution. 

A minority of the committee recom- 

mends immediate action for the follow- 
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ing reasons: ‘(he attitude of the presi- 

dent of the towards organized 

labor is well known, he being president of 

the Citizens’ Industrial Alliance of St. 

Louis,. and first vice president of their 

national association. At the present time 

the Metal Buffers and Platers 

are out on and have 

August resist an 

working from nine (which they 

worked under for eighteen months) to 

ten per day. Mr. Van Cleave withdrew 

his patronage from a printing firm, that 

had done his work for a year, when it 

granted the eight-hour day to its 

ployes, and issued a circular to all busi- 

ness men calling upon them to do the 

same. This leaves no doubt as to his 

attitude towards organized labor, 

company 

Polishers, 

strike, 

29th, to 

hours 

since 

increase of 

been 

em- 

Resolution No. 45—By Delegate George 

Bechtold, of the International Brother- 

hood of Foundry Employes: 

WHEREAS, The Bucks Stove & Range 
Co., of St. Louis, Mo., which is owned 
and controlled by J. W. Van Cleave, presi- 
dent of the Manufacturers’ Association 
has persistently discriminated against 
members of the Foundry Employes’ Union 
to the extent of discharging every man 
as soon as it became known that he was 
a member of said union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the product of the 
above named factory be placed on the 
“We don’t patronize” list of the Ameri- 
can Federation.of Labor. 

Delegate Bechtold moved the adoption 

of the minority report. 

President Gompers stated that the mi- 

nority report was in conflict with the con- 

stitution, and, therefore out of order. 

It was moved by 

the majority 

Delegate Morris that 

report cf the committee be 

concurred in. (Seconded.) 

Delegate McCullen moved as an amend- 

ment to the report of the committee that 

the report be approved by the convention, 

and that the Executive Council be in- 

structed to take action at the earliest 

possible moment. (Seconded. ) 

The 

gates 

way. 

question 

Owen, 

was 

Denny, 

Dele- 

and Con- 

discussed by 

McCullen 

The amendment offered by Delegate 

McCullen was adopted, and the report of 

the committee, as amended, was adopted. 

The committee reported concurrence in 

the following resolution, and recommend- 

ed its adoption: 
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tesolution No, 7—By Delegates Henry 

Fischer and A. McAndrews, of the To- 

bacco Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ 
ternational Union has been, and is 
engaged in a severe contest with 
American and Continentai 
panies, commonly ‘known 
rust’; aud 

WHEREAS, ‘the said trust controls a 
large proportion of the output in the to- 
bacco industry, thus making it difficult 
for the tobacco workers to successfully 
ush a boycott against each individual 
brand made by the trust; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers and 
organizers, give special aid and assist- 
ance to the tobacco workers in pushing a 
boyeett against each individual brand 
and all brands of tobacco made hv both 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Trusts; and, be it further 

RESOLVED That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated un- 
ions to assist the tobacco workers by vig- 
erously pushing a boycott against all 
brands of tobacco sold in their localities 
made by the American and Continental 
Tobacco Trusts. 

In- 
still 
the 

Lobpacco Com- 
as the ‘Twin 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee reported concurrence in 

the following resolution, and recommend- 

ed its adoption: 

Resolution No. 114—By Delegate Dan- 

iel L. Russell, of the Commercial Teleg- 

raphers’ Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, a concern composed of 
numerous telegraph companies, originally 
independent, none of which prospered 
while operating separately, but which, 
however, got together half a century ago 
and, deciding that competition was the 
death of trade, formed the gigantic cor- 
poration which has since become so no- 
tortious; and 

WHEREAS, Despite the fact that, be- 
cause of organization, the Western Union 
Company has never once failed to fully 
und promptly pay all its dividends dur- 
ing the fifty years of the company’s ex- 
istence—that which lifted the separate 
companies from debt and despondency 
ond made the united companies -wonider- 
fully rosperous—organization—has ever 
and always been denied to the corpera- 
tion’s employes; and , 

WHEREAS, During the past fifteen 
years, through the introduction of type- 
writers and the establishment of a tel- 
graphic shorthand system, which system 
compels telegraphers to memorize many 
thousands of difficult and arbitrary con- 
tractions of English words and phrases, 
telegraphy now demands severer physical 
effort, shatters the nerves of many work- 
2rs unable to bear the exhausting nerv- 
ous strain incident to the business and 
requires higher mental attainments than 
in bygone days; notwithstanding this, it 
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is remarkable, yet true, with some ex- 
ceptions, that while -the  telegrapher’s 
earning capacity and utility has increas_d 
his remuneration has decreased; and 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Com- 
pany not only continues to curtail the 
freedom of its employes by discharging 
them without hearing or notice for dar- 
ing to openly seek membership in the 
organization of their craft, the last and 
only hope of telegraphers, the Commer- 
cial Telegraphers’ Union of America, but 
the company has also recently, through 
the forms of intimidation nearly always 
practiced on defenseless workers by con- 
scienceless employers, tried to force its 
employes to take the places of men who 
are leaving the service of the Associated 
Press because of unbearable working con- 
ditions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in convention assembled 
confirms its action of last year in placing 
the Western Union Telegraph Company 
on the unfair list. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution; that the 

President of the American Federation of 

Labor make an attempt to bring about 

a settlement, and if unsuccessful take 

steps to make this declaration of unfair- 

ness effective. 

Resolution No. 34—By Delegate A. E. 

Kellington, of the International Union of 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor at its 23rd annual convention 
at Boston, Mass., placed all products of 
the Washburn-Crosby Milling Co., of Min- 
neapolis on the ‘“‘We do not patronize” 
list; and 

WHEREAS, This action was reaffirmed 
at the twenty-fourth annual convention 
at San Francisco, Cal.; and 

WHEREAS, It was proven to President 
Gompers, when he, in person, made an 
investigation of the controversy between 
the International Union of Flour and 
Cereal Mill Employes and the Washburn- 
Crosby Milling Co., May 28rd to 25th 
inclusive, 1905, that the union in interest 
was justified in its action; and 

WHEREAS, President Gompers recom- 
mended that the endorsement of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor of the In- 
ternational Union of Flour and Cereal 
Mill Employes be continued until such 
time as the company may be better dis- 
posed to arrive at a better understanding 
with the union in interest, the same be- 
ing concurred in by the Executive Coun- 
cil at their Scranton meeting, June 14th, 
1905; and 
WHEREAS, The action of the above 

mentioned union was again reaffirmed 
at the Twenty-fifth annual convention at 
Pittsburg, Pa.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That we the delegates t:: 
the twenty-sixth annual convention of 
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the American Federation of Labor as- 
sembled in Minneapolis, Minn., reaffirm 
our former action of placing the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Milling Co, on the ‘“‘We do 
not patronize” list and urge that every 
honorable means be used to have patron- 
age withdrawn from the Washburn-Cros- 
by Milling Co. until they will show a 
spirit of fairness in dealing with organ- 
ized labor. 

On motion of Delegate J. L. Sullivan 

the report of the committee was concur- 

red in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 

tion of Resolutions Nos. 23 and 24, after 

the amendment of the third paragraph of 

No. 24, by substituting the word ‘“‘induce”’ 

for the word ‘‘foree,’”’ and further recom- 

mends that the President of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor make an effort 

to bring about an adjustment of this 

long-standing controversy, and, if unsuc- 

cessful, that a vigorous campaign be in- 

augurated to make this declaration of 

unfairness effective. 

Resolution No. 23—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup and Rudolph Schirra, of the Bak- 

ery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 

tional Union of America: 
WHEREAS, The boycott placed on the 

products manufactured by the Cracker 
Trust, known as the National Biscuit 
Co., with main offices at Chicago, Jl., 
and having branches’ throughout’ the 
country; and 

WHEREAS, It is the chief custom of 
this concern to hire non-union and child 
labor, trying to disrupt the organization 
of the Bakery and Confectionery Work- 

FEDERATION OF LABOR. 169 i 

ers’ International Union by discriminating 
against the members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed¢ 
ation of Labor reaffirm the boycott on this 
concern, and through its President re 
quest all its affiliated organizations to i- 
struct their members not to buy anv pro- 
duct bearing the stamp of the National 
Biscuit Company. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No, 24—By 

dolph Schirra and A. A. Myrup, of the 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ Ia- 

ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The boycott 
McKinney Broad Co., of St. 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed, by 
the annual conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Co. 
still refuses to make a settlement with 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America; there- 

Delegates Ru- 

against the 
Louis, Mo., 

‘fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the A, F. of L. re- 
affirm the boycott against the McKinney 
Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., and in- 
struct the incoming Executive Couneil 
to do all in its power to induce the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., to 
make a settlement with the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International Un- 
ion of America, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 2 p. m. 



SEVENTH DAY-Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

m., President Gompers in the chair. > 
e Pp. 

Absentees—Kline, Dunn, Law, Comer- 
ford, Koch, Tarr, Wulff, Johnson, Keefe, 
Freeman, Wilson, Gudbrandsen, Dix, 
Mahon, Commons, ' Kirk,  Heberling, 
Barry, Raasch, Powell, Gebelein, Mor- 
gan, Byrne, Stoner, Davis, Rothwell, 
Grant, Ott, Zihlman, Hedly, Failor, Has- 
sard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), Whitney, 
Porter, Clindinst, O’Conor, Chaney, 
Glenn, Cooney, Summerville, Hill, Botham, 
Woodm:insee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), 
Jones, Hargan, D’ Alessandro. 

Delegate Grout, for the Committee on 

Boycotts, reported as follows: 

Inasmuch as Resolutions Nos. 54, 104, 

116, 125, 115 and 13 have not gone through 

{le proper channels, as per Article 9, 

Scetion 4, the committee refers them to 

the Executive Council. 

On motion the report of the committee 

3; concurred in. 

Delegate Frazier, for the Committee on 

Treasurer’s Report, read the following: 

We, your Committee on Treasurer’s Re- 

port, beg leave to submit that we have 

found that the Treasurer’s report coin- 

with that of the Secretary and 

Auditing Committee. 

cides 

bit is impossible for us to examine the 

funds of the Federation, as they are not 

here, and as they have already been ex- 

amined by the Auditing Committee, we 

see no necessity for further examination 

by us. 

We wish to congratulate the American 

Iederation of Labor in the selection of 

such an efficient Treasurer, and the fact 

of his re-election for the past sixteen 

successive terms as guardian of the funds 

of the Federation attest to the trust im- 

posed. 
WM. H. FRAZIER, Chairman, 

A. BABLITZ, 

C.. L. TARR, 

FRANK C. ROTH, 

J. D. M’KINLAY, 

PHILIP KELLY, 

A. A. MYRUP, 

J. G. BROWN, 

P. J. DOWNEY. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

Delegate Robinson, for the Committee 

on Organization, reported as follows: 

The. committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 49—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

WHEREAS, The present factory ¢ys- 
tem is compelling an increased empley- 
ment of women, who, because iliey are 
women, are asked to work for a wage 
insufficient for a decent living; and 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
women’s employment are often such as 
to destroy health of body, character and 
mind; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the imperative necessity 
of organization, not only for their own 
benefit, but also for the protection of 
their fathers, brothers and children. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommendea non- 

concurrence in the following resolution 

for the reason that the national unions 

referred to are not specifically named: 

Resolution No. 52—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federation of 

Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
communicate with certain national unions 
for the purpose of placing organizers on 
special duty in these localities where the . 
employers’ associations and Citizens’ Alli- 
ance are opposing the organizations of the 
wage earners. 

RESOLVED, That the National Unions 
be requested to assist financially In the 
work of organization in those localities. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by 

gates Berger and West. 

Delegate Furuseth moved that the reso- 

lution be referred to the Executive Coun- 

cil with the favorable recommendation of 

the convention. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Dele- 

(170) 



AMERICAN 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be referred to the 

Executive Council, the Council to com- 

municate with the unions named in the 

resolution with a view to having the re- 

quest complied with, if possible: 

Resolution No. 16—By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias, of the Free Federation of 

Workingmen, Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
twenty-fourth convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor, recommended 
to the National and International As- 
sociations of Meat Cutters, Barbers, Boot 
and Shoe Workers and Ladies’ Garment 
Workers, and others in the United States 
to have their constitutions translated into 
the Spanish language, as well as some 
leaflets and pamphlets for the purpose of 
organization and agitation among the 
workmen of Porto Rico, Cuba and Central 
America, in order that they may become 
familiar with American methods and be 
enlightened upon the subject of benefits 
accruing from affiliation with the A. F. of 
L. which was changed to read 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. have 
translated into Spanish the constitutions 
and some leaflets of the trades unions 
mentioned; and 
WHEREAS, It is 

good of unionism in 
above resolution be 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all the recommenda- 
tions which were made by the twenty- 
second annual convention be carried out. 

necessary for the 
Porto Rico that the 
earried out; there- 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in, 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 108—By Delegate Tito 

Pacelli, Rockmen’s Protective Union No. 

10631: 

WHEREAS, The employers of the ex- 
cavating industry of New York City and 
vicinity, are continually resorting to un- 
derhanded methods to divide the respect- 
ive unions directly interested in the said 
industry by promising to recognize only 
the so-called ‘“‘Union of Skilled Mechan- 
ics,’’ thereby throwing out the unskilled 
workers who are the most numerous in 
membership, thereby creating unfriendly 
relations between all the union men and 
placing the employers in a position to 
fight them all; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor at its twenty-sixth annual 
convention request the Safety and Port- 
able Engineers of New York through the 
International Union of Steam Engineers; 
the Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners 
Union; the Double Drum Hoister Run- 
ners’ Union, to confer and co-operate with 
the Rockmen’s Union, and the Excavators’ 
Union, of New York, before signing agree- 
ments with the employers; and, be it fur- 
ther 

FEDERATION OF 

that the- 

LABOR. 

RESOLVED, That the unions herein 
named be notified to get together for the 
purpose outlined in these resolutions. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be 

in. 

cencurred 

The question was discussed by Delegates 

Walker, 

A motion, by Delegate McKee, that the 

resolution be referred to the Committee 

on Grievances was lost, 

McKee and Robinson, 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

resolution No. 30 was referred by the 

Committee on Organization to the Com- 

mittee on Labels. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 

lutions Nos. 4, 9, 14, 19,.27, 37, 41, 42, 55, 

56, 59, 88, 95, 97, 108, 113, 117, 124 and 128, 

all referring to the appointment of or- 

ganizers, be referred to the Executive 

Council for careful consideration, and to 

comply possible with the re- 

quests. 

as far as 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

Delegate O'Sullivan that 

lution No. 97 be separately 

and spoke at some length in favor of the 

appointment of a woman organizer. 

Reso- asked 

considered 

Delegate 

mittee, 

Brown (E. G.), for the com- 

argued that all should be treated 

all were worthy; hoped that 

all amendments would be voted down and 

alike; and he 

committee’s recommendation adopted. 

Delegate Lavin asked that Resolution 

No. 14 be considered separately. 

A motion to amend was made and sec- 

onded that Resolution No. 97 be 

separately. 

Diehle moved as an 

ment to the amendment that 

No. 9 be considered separately. 

The 

gates 

Stein, 

Driscoll. 

con- 

sidered 

Delegate amend- 

Resolution 

discussed by Dele- 

Morris, Flood, 

Johannsen and 

question 

O'Sullivan, 

Lennon, 

was 

Lavin, 

Diehle, 

Delegate Driscoll moved as a sub 

for the whole that 

tioned by the 

separately. 

titute 

each resolution men- 

committee be considered 

On motion of Delegate Dold debate on 

the question was closed. 

The substitute and the 

were voted on and lost. 

amendments 
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Delegates Browr (J. M.) and Lavin 

asked to be allowed to speak on the reso- 

lutions introduced by them. 

The President ruled that inasmuch as 

the convention had decided that debate 

should close, no further discussion on 

any of the resolutions named by the com- 

mittee was in order. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.) arose to a point 

of order, and stated that the rules pro- 

vided that the introducer of a resolu- 

tion shall be given an opportunity to be 

heard before action is taken. 

President Gompers—Your chairman is 

subject to the will of the convention, and 

the convention has yoted to close debate 

on this question. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

“he committee was then carried by a 

vote of 108 to 55. 

Delegates Sarah Hagan and D. S. Hyde 

desired to be recorded as voting in favor 

of the motion to consider Resolution No, 

97 separately. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 

lution No. 18 be referred to the Committee 

on Laws. 

Delegate Wilson, of the Committee on 

Laws objected to the reference of the 

resolution to that committee. He stated 

that the duty of the Committee on Laws 

was to consider only laws for the organi- 

zation, 

President Gompers referred Resolution 

No. 18 to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Ramsay asked permission to 

read two telegrams received by him. No 

objection being offered, Delegate Ramsay 

read the following: 

New York, Nov. 19, 1906. 

“D. G. Ramsay, care A. F. of L. conven- 
tion: 

“Letter received. Have no suggestions. 

Would like to see President Gompers’ po- 

litical movement receive endorsement, 

“H. B. Perham.” 

New York, Nov. 19, 1906. 

“D. G. Ramsay, care A. F. of L. conven- 

tion: 

“Important business engagements will 
prevent my getting to convention. Ex- 

tend greetings and best wishes to the 

yelegates; also congratulations on stand 
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taken by Federation on late election. Hupe 
same policy will be pursued in futuie. 

“L. W. Quick.” 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

“Samuel Gompers, President: 

“On behalf of the people of Tampa, 
including organized labor, I cordially in- 

vite the American Federation of Labor 

to hold its next convention in Tampa, 

Florida. 
“S. M. Sharkman.” 

“Samuel Gompers, President: 

“The. American Federation of Labor is 

specially invited to hold its next conven- 

tion in Tampa, Florida. 

“W. H. Frecker, Mayor.” 

“Samuel Gompers, President; 

“The Star, a paper employing only 

union labor, asks the American Federa- 

tion of Labor to hold its next meeting 

in Lincoln, Neb, 
“The Lincoln Star.” 

The Secretary also read a letter from 

the Georgia State Federation of Labor, 

signed by its president and secretary- 

treasurer, urging that the next convention 

be held in Atlanta, Ga. 

The following communication was read 

by the Secretary: 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 16, 1906. 

To the President and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

We, the delegates of the American So- 

ciety of Equity in re co-operation and 

affiliation of our society with the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor, wish to record 

our appreciation and gratitude for the 

courtesy and consideration extended us 

and the recognition given our proposi- 

tion ‘for mutual reciprocity, organization 

and trade relation, and, therefore, we are 

glad to pledge ourselves to the patronage 

and support of the labels of the organiza- 

tions affiliated with the American Federa- 

tion of Labor and expect the same for 

ours, 

Very gratefully submitted, 

Thos. L. Emmerton, State President of 

the American Society of Equity. 
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Thos. L. Emmerton, Sec’y Dept. of Fruits 

and Perishable Products. 

Rev. John T. Twohy, L.L.D., St. Louis, 

Mo. 

President Gompers appointed the fol- 
lowing committee to draft a suitable me- 
morial resolution on the death of P. J. 

McGuire and George E. .McNeil: Dele- 

gates D. D. Driscoll, P. F. Holton, Vic- 

A. Johannsen and Charles tor Berger, 
Stelzle. 
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President Gompers introduced Mr. 

Gleason, president of the local Aerie of 

Eagles, who invited the delegates to use 

the headquarters of the Eagles’ organiza- 

tion while in the city; also to attend a 

smoker and entertainment at 45 Fourth 

street south on Wednesday evening. 

On motion of Delegate Dold the conven- 

tion was adjourned to 9 a. m, Tuesday, 

November 20th, 



The convention was called to order at 

9 a. m., Tuesday, November 20th, 

President Mitchell in the chair. 

Vice- 

Absentees—Noschang, Kline, Dunn, 
James, Walls, Law, Huber, Richardson, 
Gengenback, Cable, Winn, Cumming, Man- 
gan, Bechtold, Koch, Rickert, Tarr, Wulff, 
Walsh, Warner, Ireland, Grout, Freeman, 
Wilson, Miller, Spiegl, Skemp, Archi- 
bald, Lucas, yudbrandsen, Badgley, 
Dix, Gund, Garvey, Kirk, Hart, Heb- 
erling, Flood, Barry, Donaghue, Grace, 
Raasch, Powell, Mulcahy, Gebelein, 
Braunschweig, Morgan, Fosdick, Byrne, 
Stoner, Rothwell, Joyce, Grant, Ott, Whit- 
lam, Zihlman, Hedlyv, Failor, Hassard, 
Ford, Perkins, (R. W.), Whitney, Porter, 
O'Connor, Crellin, Glenn, Cooney, Sum- 
merville, Hill, Saylor, Botham, Wood- 
mansee, Barnes (E. E.), Jones. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 

telegram: 

Samuel Gompers, President: 

The Cc. F. U. of New York in today’s 
session unanimously decided to request 
your honorable body to support the de- 
mands made by the Actors’ Protective 
Union for the moral aid of the musicians 
and the theatrical stage hands in their 
efforts to establish union conditions in the 
Metropolitan Opera House as promised 
by Mr. Conreid to Mr. Gompers one year 
ago. The position the C. F. U. has taken 
in the matter can be explained by our 
Delegate Bohm. An injury to one is the 
eoncern of all. With fraternal greetings 
and best wishes for the success of the 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, 

JAMES P. HOLLAND, . 
President C. F. U. 

JOHN HENRY, 
Secretary C. F. U. 

Secretary Morrison also read a com- 
munication from the secretary of the 

Trades Union Base Ball League, of Cin- 

einnati, Ohio. 

Delegate Robinson, for the Committee 

on Organization, reported as follows: 

The Committee reported that it ap- 

proved of the following resolution, be- 

eause it is the policy of the American 

Federation of Labor to act along lines 

recommended by it: 

Resolution No. 112—By Delegate Steph- 
en C. Hogan, of the International Asso- 

eiation Marble Workers: 

EIGHTH DAY—Morning. Session. 

WHEREAS, In _ certain localities, es- 
pecially Chicago, Ill., local trades unions 
affiliated through their National and In- 
ternational Associations with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor have gone on 
strike and otherwise discriminated against 
other trades affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, and in favor of in- 
dependent unions; and 

WHEREAS, If such discriminations are 
allowed to continue it will prove harm- 
ful to the best interests of the labor 
movement and will tend to disrupt the 
solidarity of the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, AIl organizations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
should at all times render their full as- 
sistance and support to, and not dis- 
criminate against each other to the det- 
riment of any affiliated organization; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled, 
request all National and _ International 
Associations to instruct their locals in all 
sections to assist in every way possible, 
all trades affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor through their nation- 
al or international associations to ren- 
cer full support to each other, and cease 
their discriminations; be it further 

_RESOLVED, That the General Execu- 
tive Council on receiving a complaint 
from the general office of any national 
or international association of any vio- 
lation of this resolution, use every means 
in their power to assist in the abolish- 
ment of disruptive methods and use their 
influence to advance the interests and 
aims of all affiliated national or inter- 
national associations by requesting that 
Such discriminations cease. 

On motion the report of the Committee 
was concurred in. 

The Committee non-concurred in the 

following resolution, because it would be 

encroaching upon the autonomy of the 
various international organizations to 

adopt it: 

Resolution No. 1—By Delegate John J. 
Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers’ on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The complications growing 
out of disputes between associations of 
employers and the international unions 
of the many different industries or the 
country entail constantly the need of the 
most thorough and systematic cc-onera- 
tion; and 
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WHEREAS, The issues causing the 
disputes in the original beginning are 
vitally of the same character, no matter 
what industry involved, it must be self- 
evident that a more concrete and syste- 
matic method of executive administration 
should prevail in any final attempts at 
adjustment before negotiations are broken 
eff by strike or lockout; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention en- 
@orse the liberal use of conciliation, med- 
jation and arbitration in attempted ad- 
justments of differences between inter- 
national unions and employers’ associa- 
tions, before resorting to strike; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That in negotiations be- 
tween any international union and an 
association or associations of employers, 
involving any issue likely to directly in- 
volve in its extension any other affiliated 
international union of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the president of the 
American Federation of Labor, or his ap- 
pointed representative, shall be in at- 
tendance to act in an advisory capacity, 
to the end that hastily and ill-advised 
conflicts be avoided. 

On motion the report of the Committee 

was concurred in. 

The Committee concurred in the fol- 

lowing resolution, and recommended its 

adoption: 

Resolution No. 1386—By Delegate H. E. 

Gudbrandsen, of the International Photo- 

Engravers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, The craft of Photo-Engrav- 
ers are not organized in the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland; and 

WHEREAS, We believe it would be 
ef great interest and benefit to organized 
labor on both sides of the Atlantic and 
to the International Photo-Engravers’ 
Union of N. A. in particular; be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention sug- 
gest to our fraternal delegates from Great 
Britain that they cause the matter to-be 
taken up on their return to their homes, 
er as soon as it can be conveniently done, 
and that the International Photo-Engravy- 
ers’ Union of N. A. be asked to co-operate 
in the matter of organizing the Photo- 
Engravers of Great Britain and Ireland. 

On motion the report of the Committee 

Was concurred in. 

The Committee recommended that Reso- 

lution No, 84 take the same course as the 

other resolutions referred to the Execu- 

tive Council on Monday. 

On motion the report of the Committee 

was concurred in. 

The Committee recommended that the 
following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 80—By Delegate Thom- 
as J. Mulkern, of the Boston Newsboys’ 

Union No, 9077: 
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WHEREAS, Boston Newsboys’ Protec- 
tive Union No. 9077, after five years’ ex- 
perience in the labor movement, has 
proven that unions of newsboys, under 
the guidance of the American Federation 
of Labor, are practical and can become 
permanent; and 

WHEREAS, In the city of Boston, 
Newsboys’ Union No. 9077 has been, and 
is of a great benefit to the newsboys, 
both in bettering the conditions in their 
vocation and in the education of their 
members, thereby gaining the respect of 
the labor movement and the general pub- 
lic in their vicinity; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled, that the Executive Council request 
its organizers, also State Federations 
and Central Labor Bodies throughout the 
country, to make a special endeavor dur- 
ing the coming year to organize the news- 
boys throughout the country. 

On motion the report of the Committee 

was concurred in. 

The Committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 

Mahon: 

WHEREAS, 

69—By Delegate W. D. 

No progress can be made 
by the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen in _ packing houses 
where the strike took place in 1904 be- 
cause the packers seem to be and the 
Butchers believe they are very antagonis- 
tic toward their union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor appoint a 
committee of three, one of which shall 
be a member of the Exccutive Council, to 
meet with the packers and ask them to 
define their policy toward organized la- 
bor. 

On motion the report of the Committee 

was concurred in. 

The Committee recommended 

Resolution No. 150 be amended to 

as follows: 

that 

read 

Resolution No. 150—By Delegate Haw- 

ley, of the Switchmen’s Union of North 

America: 

WHEREAS, The Switchmen’s Union 
of North America is a trade union, rep- 
resenting the men employed in the haz- 
ardous occupation of switching cars; and 

WHEREAS, The said_union is affiliat- 
ed with this great body, the American 
Federation of Labor: and, therefore en- 
titled to its protection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we pledge our loyal 
and earnest support to the Switchmen’s 
Union in its efforts to improve the con- 
ditions of the switchmen; and, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, here assembled recog- 
nize the Switchmen’s Union as the only 
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organization legally representing the 
switchmen, and having jurisdiction over 
the railroad yards of this country. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the Committee be concurred 

in. 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 

Urick, Van Lear, Flannery, Hawley and 

Anderson, 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the resolution be referred to the Execu- 

tive Council with instructions to en- 

deavor to bring about a harmonious ad- 

justment between the Switchmen’s Union 

and the other organizations mentioned. 

(Lost.) 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the Committee was carried. 

The Committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 133 be amended by strik- 

ing out all except the first five lines of 

the last paragraph, and reported con- 

currence in the resolution in its amended 

form, 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the Committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gate Berger, who moved that the resolu- 

tion as read be adopted. 

‘The question was further discussed by 
President Gompers, who moved as an 

amendment that the word “craft’’ be 

stricken out and the word “trade” in- 

serted. The amendment was accepted by 

the Committee, 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Walker, Barnes, (J. M.), Fur- 

useth, Bablitz, Paulitsch and Duncan. 

The resolution 

lows: 

as amended is as fol- 

Resolution No. 133—By Victor L. Ber- 

ger, of the Wisconsin State Federation 

of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the’ twenty-sixth 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor urge upon the various international 
trade organizations immediate settlement 
of jurisdiction questions by mutual con- 
ferences. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the Committee was carried. 

Delegate Berger—I wish to go on record 

as protesting against the vote. I know my 

name is attached to the resolution, but I 

wish to protest against it in its present 

form. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution No. 35 was referred by the 

Committee .to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions, 

Resolution No. 137 was referred to tne 

Committee on Laws. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

Delegate Foster for the Committee on 

President's Report submitted the follow- 

ing: 

We commend to the studious atten- 

tion of American wage earners the able, 

comprehensive and statesmanlike brief 

for the trade-union movement contained 

in the annual address of President Gomp- 

ers. We congratulate this organization 

that its progress: warrants the note of 

optimism which the address’ sounds 

throughout. The chief executive of this 

body is not and does not need to be an 

apologist for the cause he _ represents. 

The growth of this Federation is not mere- 

ly numerical. It has an inheritance of 

good deeds done, a present of active 

ability, a future of potential possibilities. 

We concur in the President’s assertion 

as to the mobility of trades unionism. 

What we will we can. To transform 

inertia into determination, ignorance into 

intelligence, disunion into a cohesive as- 

sociated effort, is the legitimate and prac- 

tical propaganda of this Federation, and 

it has most assuredly justified its mis- 

sion. The wage-earners of America are 

better educated economically, broader- 

minded fraternally, and more independent 

in the exercise of their powers as citizens 

because of the existence of the Federa- 

tion and its affiliated national, state, cen- 

tral and local bodies. 

The federative principle is a powerful 

force in promoting the solidarity of labor. 

Back of all organization is the individual 

with his personal bias, prejudice and 

temperament. In our annual conventions 

the labor representatives of the continent 

get knowledge of each other’s ideas and 

personalities. The curse of labor has been 

the division and misunderstanding exist- 

ing among men of different races and 

creeds, In removing this misunderstanding 

what other influence has accomplished so 

much as the association of men carrying 

the union card? We desire to emphasize 

what the President has said as to the 

value of our central bodies. They do for 

each locality an even greater work in 
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this direction than a national body can 

accomplish, 

We re-indorse the recommendations as 

to rules regulating the conduct of meet- 

ings of central bodies, 

Concurred in. 

CANADIAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 

We heartily approve the _ President’s 

expressed sentiment as to the kindly and 

fraternal relations existing between this 

body and its affiliated bodies over the 

line, a line which we hope will ever con- 

tinue to be imaginary so far as the in- 

terests of wage-earners are concerned. 

Concurred in. 

PORTO RICAN SITUATION. 

We approve the assistance rendered our 

brothers of Porto Rico during their strike, 

and we 

declare its earnest sympathy with the ex- 

pressed desire of the Free Federation of 

Labor for the attaining of local self-gov- 

ernment. 

Concurred in. 

PRINTERS’ EIGHT-HOUR CONTEST. 

We feel certain that every delegate to 

this convention will join in the Presi- 

dent’s commendation of the protracted and 

victorious struggle of the I. T. U. for the 

eight-hour day. No battle of greater sig- 

nificance was ever fought upon the blood- 

less field of industrial warfare. We 

recommend that the union label of the 

printers be formally inserted in the eight- 

hour flag of trades-unionism, 

Concurred in. 

TEXTILE WORKERS. 

We unite with the President in con- 

gratulating the textile workers in the 

progress they have made since the dark 

day when their cause was laid before 

«the San Francisco Convention. 

Concurred in. 

NO WAGE REDUCTION. 

We approve as wise, expedient and fore- 

sighted the declaration for a no-wage 

reduction policy. The commodity of labor 

is not inanimate, for it is a part of a 

human life. The commercial world has 

too long reckoned with it as a thing. 

Trades-unionism should declare in form, 

recommend that this convention - 
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as it has in fact, that the labor seller is 

not an inert piece of merchandise, but 

the product of all civilization has given 

to the world, with the power to think 

and to act. The higher’ thought has 

taught him to reach out for the things 

which make life worth living. He re- 

fuses to be longer juggled with by mer- 

cantile and speculative acrobats. 

“Make your future 

He says, 

profits out of some- 

thing else than my flesh and blood. [ 

am going at least to keep what I have 

got and to get as much more as I can. 

Reckon it, then, as a fixed factor in your 

business calculations that labor’s share 

in the joint product shall never more be 

scaled downward.” 

Concurred in. 

NATIONAL EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 

We approve the recommendations of 

the President, that the enactment of the 

eight-hour bill now favorably reported to 

Congress be urged with all the power at 

the disposal of the Federation. 

Concurred in. 

INVESTIGATION OF WOMAN 

CHILD LABOR. 

AND 

We endorse heartily the recommenda- 

tion of the President for the support of 

the bill now before the Senate providing 

for an investigation by the Department 

of Commerce and Labor as to sociologi- 

eal conditions attending the labor of 

women and children. 

Concurred in. 

RAILROAD MEN’S HOURS OF LABOR 

AND ARBITRATION. 

We concur in the view of the President 

that both the public safety and the wel- 

fare of the employes demand the limita- 

tion by law of excessive hours of railway 

service. We also recommend that the 

suggestion be adopted for the calling of 

a conference with the representatives of 

the railroad organizations to determine 

what shall be done to remedy the situa- 

tion arising out of the Evang’ decision 

which practically vitiates the railway 

arbitration act of 1898. 

Concurred in. 

SAN FRANCISCO. 

We recommend approval of the senti- 

ments expressed in the President’s report 
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towards our afflicted membership in 

San Francisco and rejoice in the evi- 

dence of fraternity shown to them in the 

contributions made and assistance ren- 

dered, 

Concurred in. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

We approve the recommendation that 

continued effort be directed toward the 

prevention of tuberculosis. 

Concurred in. 

SCHOOL ROOMS. 

We 

local 

take 

question 

school 

organized 

approve the recommendation that 

and central bodies be urged to 

in their respective localities the 

of obtaining the use of public 

rooms for evening meetings of 

labor. 

up 

Concurred in. 

MOYER, HAYWOOD AND PETTIBONE. 

We recommend that this convention 

voice its most emphatic protest against 

the violation of individual and _ states 

rights committed in the method of im- 

prisonment of Messrs. Moyer, Haywood 

and Pettibone. 

Concurred in. 

EXCHANGE OF CARDS. 

We recommend that the convention, 

while recognizing the full right of affiliat- 

ed organizations to make such regula- 

tions as to foreign union card holders as 

it sees fit; yet urge that a policy of 

liberality and fraternity be pursued in 

this regard. 

Concurred in. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 

We reaffirm the doctrine of interna- 

tional brotherhood and urge the trade 

unionists of America to join in promoting 

all movements having for their purpose 

the elimination of the cruel barbarism of 

“yar. 

Concurred in. 

HIGH DUES. 

We endorse the recommendation of the 

Executive Council to the international 

wnions, to establish dues of not less than 

$1 monthly. A well-filled treasury is a 

much surer guarantee of genuine union- 
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ism than a lofty declaration of prin 
based on a bargain counter sys 

dues. A unionism that is not 

cents a week had best be sent 

junk heap. 

Concurred in. 

wort 

to 

CONVICT LABOR. 

We are in accord with the Pres 

statement of the position of this or: 

zation as to convict labor, and recom- 

mend the endorsement of legislati 

the protection of those states which 

eliminated the profit-making element i. 

their system of employing convicts 

the influx of convict contract-made ; 

from other states. 

Ve 

Concurred in. 

LABOR PRESS. 

We endorse what is said by the Pres- 

ident as regards the Labor Press. It 

should be encouraged by all union men 

so that it can be made more successful, 

and suggest that our members and fricnds 

give it a more substantial support. 

Concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth, for the Commi.tee 

on President’s Report, submitted the fol- 

lowing: 

We have carefully considered the Pres- 

ident’s report regarding the issuance of 

injunctions as used in labor disputes; we 

endorse what he has said, the efforts 

that have been made and the bill drafted 

and introduced. We urge upon every 

trade-unionist, friend of free institutions 

and of human liberty, the 

careful consideration of the use now being 

made of the equity power given to our 

courts. This power comes to our courts 

from the irresponsible sovereigns of the 

old world, when, by the sovereign dele- 

gated to the Court of Chancery, it was 

gradually so extended and abused that in 

England it became necessary to prohibit. 

its use except for the specific protection 
of property and property rights when 

such were in immediate danger and ther? 

was no other adequate remedy at law. 

This was the practice in England at the 

time our Constitution was adopted and 

it was with all the limitations and safe- 

guards then and there provided and in 

use that it was adopted into our system 

and conferred upon our judges. !‘'f, under 

the mistaken idea that thus shall we pre- 

earnest and 
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vent crime, it be permitted to invade 

criminal jurisdiction, it will absorb the 

whole domain, destroy trial by jury, the 

indictment by grand jury and all other 

safeguards which society has found it 

necessary to place around those accused 

of crime. If it be permitted to extend 

itself so to deal with personal rights, 

it will, being absolutely an irresponsible 

power, be used to destroy all personal 

liberty. The theory upon which it is 

used in labor disputes seems to be that 

conducting of a business is a property 

right, that business is property and that 

the earning power of property engaged 

in business is itself property which can 

and ought to be protected by the equity 

power in the same way and to the same 

extent as property, tangible property, it- 

self. Inasmuch as the earning capacity of 

property used in business depends either 

upon the labor employed or patronage 

enjoyed, such theory would carry with it 

an admission that in our country the 

‘ownership of the tools of production gives 

to the possessor thereof a vested right 

in so much labor as will make his busi- 

ness profitable or in so much patronage 

as will give him an assured income on 

his investment. 

If this theory shall be finally accepted, 

a corporation running a department store 

and having destroyed and absorbed all 

competitors may, through the assistance 

of a judge sitting in equity, prevent any 

ether corporation or individual from 

entering its field and by competition re- 

ducing its Income. Your committee be- 

lieves that there is no tendency so danger- 

ous to personal liberty, so destructive of 

free institutions and of a republican form 

of government as the present misuse and 

extension of the equity power through 

usurpation by the judiciary; and there- 

fore urge the speedy enactment of the so- 

called Pearie Bill into law, and we 

further recommend that candidates, for 

legislative or judicial positions, be care- 

fully investigated as to their past acts 

and interrogated as to their position on 

this matter before they be given any 

support, and that those, who from their 

actions or their expressions are deemed 

unsound, be, regardless of any other 

question, repudiated. 

Concurred in. 

We note what the President has to 

say upon the efforts now being made to 

reverse the policy of Chinese exclusion. 
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We share the apprehensions expressed, 

and endorse the efforts made to resist 

the opening up of this country to emigra- 

tion from, or colonization by, either Mon- 

golians or Hindoos from the continent of 

Asia, and we urge that every effort be 

made not only to keep out the Chinese, 

but the Japanese, the Koreans and the 

coolies from British India. 

We submit that this is absolutely neces- 

Sary not only to preserve our civilization, 

our standard of living, but our race, 

They are alien in race, in religion, in 

their mode and manner of thought and 

action, and with their highly developed 

race consciousness, they come here not 

to be absorbed but to absorb. 

Their teeming millions have been pro- 

duced by sacrificing production to popula- 

tion, while the Occident has in the last 

century followed the directly opposite 

policy. The introduction of the power- 

driven machinery of the Occident into 

China, Japan and India, applying thereto 

the highly skilled hand labor of those 

countries, will necessarily reduce millions 

of their people to idleness and want; if 

permitted they will come here bringing 

with them their customs, their vices, their 

perseverence in patient toil, and their low 

standard of living. 

Their earning capacity being out of 

proportion to their ordinary needs, their 

fecundity will increase, while the inevit- 

able reduction in our standard of living 

will, with us, cause later and fewer mar- 

riages, fewer children, thus bringing about 

the gradual deterioration and destruction 

of our race. 

It was the argument of the trader and 

the wealth gathered by him through trad- 

ing in sugar, rum and slaves that opened 

up this country to the negro, and kept 

it open in spite of the earnest protest of 

thoughtful men, and which created in our 

midst the race antagonism which we now 

have, the struggles which have been and 

the still greater ones that seem coming. 

If the sale of petroleum and other 

products shall be deemed sufficient cause 

for opening our ports and our country 

to the hordes of Asia, little room will he 

left in coming ages for our race in this 

land. Backed as these hordes are by 

great military powers, capable of and 

eager to extend their population and 

their dominion, the danger seems so great 

and the result so inevitable that ex- 

clusion, peremptory and absolute ex- 

clusion, is the only remedy. 
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The Mongolian and the Aryan never 

could assimilate, and in the industrial 

struggle for life the former was the in- 

variable victor. His chances of succeed- 

ing here and now, are better than at any 

other time or place owing to the.cleavage 

in our own population brought about by 

the struggle between the employers of 

labor and the working people. For these 

reasons every effort should be made not 

only to keep the Chinese exclusion laws 

intact, but to extend them to all the 

native races of Asia. 

The proposed importation of Chinese 

laborers under contract for service on 

the Panama canal seems to us to be not 

only 2 violation of the alien contract labor 
law and the Chinese exclusion law, but 

since they are to be bound not to leave 

the canal zone, also a, violation of the 

Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitu- 

tion forbidding slavery and involuntary 

servitude within the United States or in 

any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Freedom has been defined as the right of 

locomotion, to freely, without let = or 

hindrance move from place to place. 

These laborers are not to be permitted 

to leave the canal zone; to prevent that, 

in this instance as in South Africa, there 

is no doubt that stockades will be used. 

or the zone will in either 

case be a prison, the difference will be 

in its size, not in its nature. If the 

canal cannot be built except by the rein- 

troduction of involuntary servitude in the 

United States or within its jurisdiction, 

then it is better that it be not built at 

all. 

Concurred in. 

The stockade 

We have read and examined with care 

what the President says about the sub- 

sidy bill, and also the bill itself. We 

find that the bill provides for an enlist- 

ment of the seamen in the naval service, 

and, in fact .makes employment on a 

subsidized vessel conditional upon such 

enlistment. It is equal to a law which 

would make it necessary for a carpenter, 

a miner, a molder, or any other trades- 

man to become a member of and re- 

main in the National Guard before he 

could work at his trade within the State 

in which he lives. 

The theory upon which the bill is drawn 

and the reasons given by its advocates, 

are that we have not the vessels needed 

as auxiliaries to the navy, and not at 

all the men needed to man the navy in 
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time of war. Accepting these contentions 

as facts it is contended as reasons therc- 

for that the cost of building a vessel in 

an American shipyard and the cost of 

sailing a vessel under the American flag 

in the foreign trade is so much higher 

than that under other flags that a sub- 

sidy is necessary. It is further contended 

that with an adequate subsidy we shall 

have more vessels, and having more 

vessels we shall have all the native or 

naturalized seamen needed. 

That we have not now the necessary 

number of native or naturalized seamen 

needed for the merchant marine and the 

navy is a fact not disputed; it is patent 

to all who are at all acquainted with 

maritime conditions. The American boy 

is not seeking the sea as a means of 

livelihood, and the American man at sea 

is seeking and finding more agreeable and 

more remunerative employment on shore. 

There is employed at present, accord- 

ing to the census, about 120,000 men as 

seamen or deep-sea fishermen under our 

flag, and among the seamen from ten 

to fifteen per cent are either natives or 

naturalized, the rest are men owing al- 

legiance to other flags and not subject 

to draft upon order of the President. 

If the seamen and fishermen employed 

in our fisheries and our coastwise and 

lake trade were either native or natural- 

ized Americans, the number of men neces- 

sary for the navy could at any time be 

obtained. The difficulty, therefore, lies 

not so much in the number of men as 

in the number of men available, and the 

primary cause is that for some reasons 

the American does not seek the sea or 

remain there. If the American does not 

seek the coastwise trade, where there is 

no competition with the foreign vessely 

and small wages, and onerous conditions 

are not caused thereby or an excuse there- 

for, there seems to be no reason why he 

should seek employment in the foreign 

trade where the ship owner has the reason 

of competition for the wages and condi- 

tions which he imposes upon the seamen. 

The American ceased to go to sea because 

he could do better on shore than he 

possibly could at sea, where, no matter 

what his industry and thrift, he could 

not and cannot earn sufficient upon which 

to keep a family. 

As to the cost of operating a vessel 

under the American flag tl contention 

that American vessels in the _oreign trade 

provide better quarters, more and better 
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food, that they carry more men, and pay 

more wages than vessels under other flags, 

is not based upon facts. When the 

steamers “Paris” and “New York’ were 

placed under the American flag the num- 

ber of firemen and coal passers and of 

able and ordinary seamen was reduced. 

The wages of sailors and marine fire- 

men depend upon the port in which they 

are engaged and the voyage they are 

about to make, and not at all upon the 

flag under which the vessel sails, and 

our law, enacted in 1884, gave to the 

ship owner the right to hire his crew 

in a foreign port, bring them to the 

United States and back to a foreign port 

without re-shipping them in the United 

States. This puts him on an absolute 

equality as to wages, exclusive of officers 

with any country with which he trades. 

He pays English wages If he trades with 

England, French wages if he should with 

France and Chinese wages if he trades 

with China; the law gives him this privil 

ege and he avails himself of it to the full 

est extent, 

The other costs of operating a vessel 

are, coal, lubricating oils, and provisions; 

like other vessels, he buys it where it 

is cheapest. If it be a sailing vessel 

it consists in spars, canvas, ropes and 

blocks, and these things we furnish to 

other nations to a very large extent. 

Since the organization of our govern- 

ment no industry has been as well care4 

for through absolute authority over the 

men employed therein, through immuni- 

ties granted and special privileges con- 

ferred, as has been the merchant marine. 

By law enacted in 1790 the seaman was 

made the property of the vessel upon 

which he served. If he sought to with- 

draw himself from the servitude of his 

master he could be and he was arrested, 

put in prison, there to remain until called 

for by such master. If he succeeded in 

escaping from his service and his master 

he could be and he was pursued from 

State to State, ‘or from one country into 

another, forcibly returned to his master 

and compelled to continue the labor on 

pain of imprisonment. When involuntary 

servitude was taken off the negro, by war 

and the Thirteenth Amendment, and the 

Statutes revised accordingly, the vessel’s 

ownership of the seaman remained un- 

disturbed. Conditions as to quarters on 

board, food and working hours were by 

Gongress left 

owner. 

at the discretion of the 

Some improvements have been 
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made but the seamen’s status yet remains 

that of a serf or a peon. He is still 

compelled to live in a place six feet long, 

six feet high and two feet wide. In this 

place he has to eat, to live, and to sleep, 

when off duty. It has been described as 

too large for a coffin and not large enough 

for a grave. He is still compelled to 

sign away in the foreign trade a certain 

sum of the wages to be earned in order 

to obtain employment. He must obey any 

order from the master or any other of- 

ficer or go to prison. But if crippled for 

life by injury thereby received he has 

no remedy. He must, in obtaining em- 

ployment, compete with the unskilled and 

destitute, not only in this country, but 

from all nations and races. The vessels 

are under-manned, both as to skill and 

number, and the ship owner is resisting 

every improvement by every means with- 

in his power: 

In the meantime the ship owners have 

been relieved of: Risks arising from acts 

of God or dangers of the sea through a 

system of insurance; arising from piracy 

through the present perfect policing of 

the seas; from those arising from popular 

local disturbances through damages paid 

by such localities or States; of liabilities 

to the shipper, seaman 

through limited liability laws and judicial 

of taxes on flouting property 

by several states; of fees to be paid 

for the enforcement of navigation laws, 

except in some unimportant instances; of 

care and cure of sick seamen, cost of 

which is now borne by the public treas- 

ury, and the burial of dead seamen who 

are handed over to the coroner and then 

buried by the community; of the duty to 

carry a certain number of citizens in the 

crew of the vessel; of the duty of training 

men for the sea service now done by 

foreigners or in training ships at public 

expense. In addition to this he may carry 

as many or as few men as he pleases, 

with such skill or lack of skill as he 

chooses; he may carry as much cargo on 

deck and load his vessel to any depth 

that he thinks profitable. There are no 

laws or regulations on these subjects. 

He may hire, and, in a foreign port 

in the foreign trade, by assistance of the 

police, keep the cheapest men that can 

be found in any part of the world 

yassenger or I gs 

decisions ; 

Under our coastwise navigation laws 

he has an absolute monopoly of all trade 

from one American port to another 
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Under the act of 1892 he may make 

contracts to carry the mail through which 

he receives more pay for this service than 

he pays in wages to every man and boy 

employed on his vessel as a seaman in 

any capacity. 

Having been relieved of risks and 

liabilities, and having been given im- 

munities as have been herein mentioned, 

and having driven the American from the 

sea, thereby weakening our navy, and 

now employing and thereby training 

foreigners and men of alien and antagon- 

istic races, making them ready to be em- 

ployed by other navies, he insists upon 

continuing these conditions, while he 

urges Congress to further tax the whole 

American people to help him carry on 

his private business. 

Your committee recommends that the 

American Federation of Labor reiterate 

and emphasize its condemnation of any 

such legislation and especially against this 

bill with its un-American provision for 

conscription. 

Concurred in. 

Your committee has seen several un- 

signed copies of leaflets purporting to 

give “facts about the shipping bill,” 

which have been sent to locals of national 

labor organizations in advocacy of its 

passage. They appear to be sent out by 

an organization calling itself the Marine 

Trades Council of New York and Vicin- 

ity. From the list of membership pub- 

lished by itself it has ne’er a mariner in 

it. Your committee can understand that 

those who are to share in the “benefits” 

ef this legislation when enacted may be 

willing to make some sacrifices to obtain 

it, and we presume that they have so 

labored with this “Marine Trades Coun- 

cil” that it thinks itself engaged in work 

prompted by high and patriotic motives. 

We note and endorse what the President 

says about the disregard of human life 

in sending a number of vessels, improp- 

erly manned and without motive power 

ef their own, to sea in tow of steamers, 

from which, in stress of weather they are 

cut loose, the men on the same too often 

finding a watery grave. We are informed, 

as we believe credibly, that the ma- 

jority of these barges are owned by the 

coal carrying railroads who use this 

method to the detriment of legitimate 

shipping, thereby compelling small ship 

owners to accept rates so unremunerative 

es to destroy the earning capacity of such 
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property. his practice being destructive 

of legitimate shipping as well as of human 

life, we hope that Congress will give am 

early and favorable consideration to this 

bill under which the practice will be 

stopped. 

Concurred in. 

Delegate Brown, (E. G.)—Moved that 

the session be extended until the reading 

of the report of the Committee on Presi- 

dent’s Report was concluded, but after- 

wards withdrew his motion. 

Delegate Russell asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the introduc- 

tion of a resolution. No objection being 

offered the following resolution was intro- 
duced: 

Resolution No. 154—By Delegate Daniel 

L. Russell, of the Commercial Telegra- 
phers’ Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Associated Press has 
done everything in its power to discourage 
the attempts of the telegraphers in its 
employ to organize for their advancement 
and protection; and 

WHEREAS, The Associated Press has 
formed a sympathetic alliance with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company to 
block the progressive efforts of the Com- 
mercial Telegraphers’ Union of America; 
and 

WHEREAS, Because a committee of 
union telegraphers recently requested an 
adjustment of manifestly unfair hours 
and salaries, the Associated Press Board 
of Directors rescinded a resolution passed 
more than two years ago granting teleg- 
raphers free typewriters and a two weeks’ 
vacation each year with full pay; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor denounce the Associated 
Press for its unjust treatment of its teleg- 
raphers, and recommends, that unless the 
Executive Council can bring about an 
amicable understanding between the As- 
sociated Press and the Commercial Teleg- 
raphers’ Union of America, the Executive 
Council shall, atter full and impartial in- 
vestigation, consider the advisability of 
placing the Associated Press upon the 
unfair list. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Winn asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the intro- 

duction of a resolution. No objection 

being offered, the following was intrs- 

duced: 

Resolution No. 155—By Delegate P, 
Winn, of the International Union og Steaz 

Ungineers: 

RESOLVED, That the Firemen’s Union 
(City Fire Department) ef Chicago be in- 
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formed that the International Union of 

Steam Engineers 

the Engineers in the said Department. 

FEDERATION 

has jurisdiction over 

Ok LABOR. 

Referred to Executive Council. 

The conve.ition was adjourned to meet 
at 2 p. m. 

EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., Vice-President Duncan in 

enair. 

the 

Absentees—Noschang, Fischer, Dunn, 
Kelly (Garry), Law, Huber, Richardson, 
Russell, Bablitz, Kennedy (W. E.), Fay, 
@umming, Mangan, Koch, Rickert, West, 
Tarr, Wulff, Johnson, Walsh, Warner, 
Hogan, Call, Freeman, Digel, 
Finger, Gudbrandsen, Dix, Kirk, 
Mng, Dahlman, Flood, Barry, 
Powell, Mulcahy, Gebelein, Braunsch- 
weig, Morgan, Byrne, Sweeney, Stoner, 
Rothwell, Grant, Zihlman, Hedly, Burgess, 
Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Kleinman, Whitney, Van Lear, Porter, 
Glenn, Cooney, Summerville, Hill, Both- 
am, Woodmansee, Cragan, Barnes (E. 
E.), Jones, Hargan. 

Heber- 
Raasch, 

Delegate Foster continued the report of 

the Committee on President’s Report, as 

follows: 

sABOR’S POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. 

We have considered at some length, and 

with great care, that part of the report 

ef President Gompers and the Executive 

Council bearing upon this subject, together 

with the various resolutions having ref- 

erence to the same general topic. 

We recommend that the action taken 

by the Executive Council during the past 

campaign be heartily indorsed; that we 

declare the issuance of the bill of griev- 

ance was amply justified by the contin- 

gency which had arisen, and that we ex- 

press our approval of the energetic cam- 

paign carried on against the enemies of 

labor with the small means at the dis- 

posal of the officers of the Federation. We 

recommend that this convention join in 

protesting against the attempt made to 

deprive public employes of the constitu- 

tional right of petition for redress of 

grievances, 

In the 

te it, 

various resolutions 

your committee 

submitted 

finds itself con- 

Archibald,. 

fronted with a somewhat comprehensive 

task. In one, for instance, it is asked to 

provide a plan by which some specific 

party may receive the indorsement of our 

movement. In another we are asked to 

determine the most effective plan of po- 
litical organization, etc. 

It seems neeessary, therefore, in our 

judgment, to submit for your considera- 

tion, the question of the general relation 

of the Federation to the political 

What is the true function of 

ganization? What are 

tations and duties? How far may it prop- 

erly take the initiative in political af- 

fairs? With what authority, if any, may 

it assume to speak for the millions enrolled 

in its membership? Where is the line 

where interference begins with the free- 

dom of action of the individual, 

teed by the constitution of most of our 

affiliated bodies. How far is it either 

wise or expedient to attempt the iden- 

tification of an economic and political 

movement in the same organization? 

issue. 

this or- 

its powers, “limi- 

guaran- 

These are very serious questions, not 

to be lightly answered, for in failing to 

answer them rightly, at least two of our 

predecessors, on the lines of national la- 

bor crganizations, passed quickly into de- 

cadence, 

Our space is all too brief for attempt- 

ing even barest detail. We 

sume, therefore, that trade-unionism in 

teaching the paramount 

questions affecting the and homes 

of the labor seller, also teaches the cit- 

izen that the use of his ballot ‘should be 

determined by 

shall as- 

importance of 

lives 

these issues, rather than 

by those put forward for purely political 

reasons. This teaching has borne fruit. 

Never in the history of the republic were 

there so many independent labor voters 

as today, and the number is increasing. 

We rejoice that this is so and claim for 
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the educative influence of our union a 
large share of the credit. 

There is the great vital fact that 
more men are free men, politically, than 

ever before. The method in which they 

shall use this freedom is a secondary mat- 

ter. The detail of political organization 

to be followed out in this or that locality 

may safely be left to local judgment. 

We regard with pleasure the recent 

political action of the organized working- 

men of the country and by which they 

kave demonstrated that they are deter- 

mined to exhibit their political power. 

We are in full accord therewith and 

recommend to organized labor throughout 

the country that they persist in their 

efforts to organize as an independent 

political force to the end that labor may 

achieve its just rights through the exer- 

eise of the ballot. 

We apprehend 

wecd 

that there is no more 

for this organization handing down 

patent plans for utilizing this independent 

spirit than there is for its interference 

with local autonomy in the conduct of 

trade affairs. We, therefore non-concur 

in the proposition that this convention 

shall indorse any political party or any 

pian for the formation of a political party. 

Our 

sion, 

members in 

state, 

each territorial divi- 

municipal, congressional or 

assembly, know best how to use the in- 

dependent ballot. Our corresponding di- 

visions of state and central bodies may 

safely be trusted to take the ihitiative 

as to methods. Let the principle be pro- 

claimed in every community that associa- 

ted labor will hold hostile individuals 

and parties responsible for the defeat of 

labor measures, and if there be really an 

independent spirit among our member- 

ship it may be entrusted to work out to 

eur ways of achieving results. 

We are, however, of the opinion that 

it is the legitimate function of ‘this 

organization to carry on an aggressive 

educational campaign and to furnish all 

possible assistance upon these lines, 

whether by statistics, literature, commit- 

tees before legislatures, speakers upon 

the public platform, etc. 

We recommend the adoption of the 

suggestion that information should be col- 

lected as to the results of the campaigns 

initiated during the last election, and we 
further recommend that the Executive 

Council be entrusted with this work. 
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We hold, with the President, that the 

economic function and power of trade 

unionism is by far its greatest instrument 

for good. We further hold that the sol- 

idarity of our movement must nut for 

a moment be permitted to be endangered 

by the attempt to identify it with a par- 

tisan political movement. We must have 

with us, in our economic movement, men 

of all parties as well as of all creeds, 

and the minority right of the humblest 

man to vote where he pleases and to 

worship where his conscience dictates 

must be sacredly guarded. We may prop- 

erly furnish him the facts as they occur 

in the legislative field, the records of 

legislators, etc., and then leave him to 

use his own political judgment. 

Your committee, therefore, does not feel 

ealled upon to even ask this convention 

to say whether an independent labor party 

is a desirable thing or not. Our mem- 

bership can settle that matter for them- 

selves. We do say, however, that the 

attempt to delegate any authority, by this 

convention, to form political organizations 

on any specific lines, would to that ex- 

tent identify the Federation of Labor 

with a party movement and inevitably 

vitiate one of the most fundamental prin- 

ciples of trade-unionism. Political move- 

ments are ephemeral. The trade-union 

movement is not alone for today, its ex- 

istence is too valuable to be staked on 

success in the political arena. The poli- 

tical wooden horse bears within it those 

who would destroy the walls of our now 

impregnable defense. At the risk of rep- 

etition, we desire to make the position 

clear, which we ask this convention to 

assume. We are not a political party. 

We disclaim political party jurisdiction, 

We set up no claim of authority over the 

political acts of our membership. We coulc 

not if we would, for all the political au- 

thority we might assume, would not vi- 

tiate the protection due every man from 

the union which grants him his card, If 

we are to create new tests of regularity 

in unionism we must first obtain new 

power from the affiliated bodies which 

make up the Federation. 

On the other hand, as shown by cita- 
tions from previous proceedings in the 

report of the Executive Council, the Fed- 

eration has repeatedly declared for the 

independent use of the ballot for the pur- 
pose of securing legislative and judicial 

reform. In the struggle for office for the 
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mere sake of office, our movement should 

have no part. 

We are legitimately concerned as to 

those measures which affect our legisla- 

tive and judicial rights. 

We, therefore, recommend to trade-un- 

ionaists everywhere the duty of indepen- 

dent voting and the formation of such 

organizations outside the trade-union as, 

in the judgment of the membership, in 

each locality, may be deemed most ef- 

fective. 
submitted, 

FOSTER, 
Chairman 

Respectfully 

FRANK K. 

A. FURUSETH, 
Secretary 

M. M. DONNELLY, 
DAVID A. CAREY, 
HENRY OTT, 
SAM. DE NEDREY,) 
JEROME JONES, 
WM. TEMPLEMAN,, 
THOS. F. TRACY, 
G. W. SAVAGE, 
E. J. DENNEY, 
P. J. McARDLE, 
JAMES J. CREAMER) 
R. GLOCKLING, 

Delegate Ryan, (W. D.)—I move that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lavin—The committee came 

to certain conclusions about fifteen min- 

utes ago, and then went on and discussed 

the proposition. They non-concur in the 

‘policy of this organization to go into an 

independent political movement. I want 

to say now, in opening the discussion, 

that, while a large majority of the dele- 

gates may think and feel that the propo- 

sition suggested by the committee is the 

proper one, yet there is a great problem 

this convention today should settle for 

good or ill. The secretary stated that 

there was a vast army of men connected 

with this organization. There is a vast 

army of working men who are not con- 

nected with this organization, but whose 

interests are partly centered in this or- 

ganization. TRey have aspirations that 

they look to this organization to crown 

in this political action. While you stand 

neutral you will always remain where 

you are now. 

Notwithstanding the laudation that has 
been heaped upon the Executive Council 

for its action preceding the last election, 

it terminated on election day in a miser- 

able failure compared with what could 

FEDERATION 

‘(ing people of 

OF LABOR. 155 

be done. I have no doubt the Executive 

Council did what it thought was 

best for thé interests of the movement. 

We have, today, in the United States 

the power in the hands of the workin 

people, and we can well afford to go int 

political action. The Executive Council 

or this convention can issue forth to the 

world today a declaration of principles 

upon all the and localities 

may stand, and they can issue forth the 

groundwork for a labor party platform 

upon which all working people, union men 

and non-union men alike, can stand and 

work together. The will 

then control the government, and legis- 

lation will be along working-class princi- 

ples only. The man who is not a working 

man should be outlawed and out-legis- 

lated. 

principles along these lines for the work- 

the country, you will have 

jrallied to your stand every working man 

'—young and old, black and white, skilled 

jand unskilled; and the phalanx rushing 

into politics will be so strong and power- 

iful there will be no interests in the coun- 

itry able to withstand it. 

which states 

working people 

When you adopt a policy of party 

I say, with all due respect to the opin- 

ions of men who profess to know, and 

probably do know, more about the labor 

world and the political world than I do, 

that I have discovered in any 

part of the world that men who had power 

yielded any of it wrested 

from them by a greater power. And 

while you stand, today, divided ‘between 

two old parties, looking for your 

in these old camps, you will 

ceed in marching one foot forward. 

may succeed in getting in a man here 

and there who is friendly to your cause, 

but he will be a very small factor in a 

national or state legislature. 

never yet 

until it was 

friends 

never suc- 

You 

We find men in this convention with 

brains enough, almost, to control the uni- 

verse in a human sense, but they form 

conclusions and work from the top down, 

so they must necessarily find a premise 

that will correspond with the conclu- 

sions they have reached. Now} 1 want 

you people to come together and start 

from bottom principles first and work 

up, and by always having first principles 

for a foundation you will wind up at a 

logical conclusion, but not otherwise. As 

it is we are in the habit of forming con- 

clusions, and necessarily the premises 

must be founded upon men. 
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Deiegate Dold—The question now before 

the house being of such vast importance, 

and the report of the committee being so 

exhaustive, I believe better action could 

pe had if further discussion of the ques- 

tion could be deferred until such time as 

the report of the committee could be 

printed and placed in the hands of the 

deiegates. I move that that be done. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 

Barnes (J. M.). 

Delegate Maloney—I move as an amend- 

ment that discussion of this report be 

made a special order of business for to- 

morrow. 

Delegate Dold accepted the amendment 

as part of his motion. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Lennon, Brown (E. G.), and Dold. 

On motion of Delegate Hart, debate on 

the motion was closed. 

The motion was voted on and lost by 2 

vote of 131 to 90. 

Delegate Berger—Mr. Chairman and 

Delegates: I rise to put in a substitute 

for a part of the report. I will say that 

this is one of the best reports it has ever 

been my pleasure to listen to in any con- 

vention of the American 

Labor. Most of the report I endorse with 

all my heart and soul. It is a splendid 

piece of work. There is one part, how- 

ever, I cannot endorse, and that is the 

part upon political action. The report 

not being, before me, I do not know where 

my-substitute will fit, but probably some- 
where in the last three or four para- 

graphs. I would like to have that part 

stricken out, and the following inserted: 

Federation of 

RESOLVED, That true labor politics 

ean never be non-partisan, and must al- 

ways be partisan. And it must always be 

partisan to labor; and, furthermore, be 

it 

RESOLVED, That only by _ uniting 

politically on class lines in like man- 

ner as we are now economically organ- 

ized on class lines can the American 
proletariat compel recognition of its 

rights and finally secure the full product 

of labor to the workers. 

Vice President Duncan—The chair de- 

cides the substitute not in order. Sec- 

tion 8 of Article 3 of the laws governing 

this convention provides that party poli- 

tics, whether they be Democratic, Re- 
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publican, Socialist, Populist, Prohibition, 

or any other, shall have no place in the 

conventions of the American Federation 

of Labor. The substitute offered by Dele- 

gate Berger declares for party politics, 

and has no place on the floor of this 

eonvention unless you direct your Com- 

mittee on Laws to report a change in the 

laws. 

Delegate Berger—My substitute  be- 

ing knocked out, I will have to work on 

new lines. 

Mr, Chairman, I will begin by asking 

for a definition of what a party is? A 

party is a political expression of 

economic conditions. But many  peo- 

ple take it the other way. Many people 

think we can create a millennium by 

politics. As long as any class’ has 

economic strength, that class will also 

have political strength. Now, it is not 

our intentions, Mr. President, at this 

time, or at any other time, to tie the 

American Federation of Labor to any po- 

litical party. I am known to be a So- 

cialist, but under no circumstance would 

I ask for an endorsement of the Socialist 

Party by this convention. We don’t want 

it, to begin with. Furthermore, 

dorsement would not do us 

You have no 

your en- 

any good. 

compelling the 

trade-unionists of the country to vote 

the Socialist ticket. In Milwaukee and 

in Wisconsin, as long as the trades coun- 

cil of Milwaukee and the State Federa- 

tion endorsed our party, we did not get 

the votes. Since we quit getting their en- 

dorsements, we have been getting the 

votes. We want men, not resolutions. As 

far as resolutions are concerned, I know 

something about resolutions. Our worthy 
chairman gets shivers down his bacx 

means of 

whenever he sees me coming. 

Vice President Duncan—I did not say 

that. 

Delegate 

but you 

Berger—You did not say it 

shivered. Our worthy chair- 

man, who is a good fellow, although we 

do not agree on 

shiver once a year, but I want to tell 

you the capitalistic class in Milwaukee 

are shivering all the time. I am a live 

Resolution there; I have’ resolved to 

abolish the system there; I am a walk- 

ing resolution. But I say as long as 

you are in politics at all, you must work 

on absolute labor lines. As long as you 

vote the Republican and Democratic tick- 

most questions, gets to 
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els you are working on the lines of the 

eapitalistic class. You say you will bring 

pressure to bear on tne Republicans and 

Democrats, that you will make them 

promise to stand for labor. I have never 

known a Republican or Democrat who 

would not promise everything before elec- 

tion, but they never kept those promises 

after election. They have broken every 

promise they have ever made in the past; 

but if you want more promises you can 

get them; they have more promises just 

as good. 

You know what kind of a_ deal 
you get before Congress. A great many 

of these people have promised you things. 

who is voting for 

tickets is not do- 

I say a union man 

any of the capitalists’ 

ing his duty. 

the building up of a _ political 

organization on class lines is not an 

easy thing. I have been through it: 

We have built up our. organization 

from nothing to 19,000 votes, and have 

elected six members of the legislature. 

We had only five members two 

We never had any labor legislation 

that anything in Wiscon- 

Sin until those five men were elected, 

and then we passed nine very good laws. 

Now that we have six members, we w’é 

pass other la vs. 

How about the political action of ovr 
Sam Gompers? How bout 

Littlefield? How about Joe Cannon end 

the rest of them? Two men have been 

elected to Cong'ress, but the miners elect- 

ed them. It was not the action of the 

Executive Council. 

I know 

years 

ago. 

amounted to 

President, 

The reason for this change in the ‘policy 
of the Executive Councii 

they had in the political move- 

ment in England. I am afraid our Execu- 

tive Council would never have gone into 

politics if they had not had the example 

of England before them. They did not go 

into time was 

necessary or they did it 

similar action wag taken in England. We 

were rolling up our pants because it was 

raining in England. 

was because 

success 

politics this because it 

good; because 

A year this question of politics 

was tabooed in our convention in Pitts- 

burg, but a few months later the Execu- 

Council was in Gom- 

pers is not Keir Hardie 

eould make it go. Trade 

Union Congress did they 

ago 

politics. Mr. 

Hardie—Keir 

The English 

make it go; 

tive 
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thirty of whom were 

Socialists. Our fraternal delegate said 

the enthusiasm from the Social- 

while the unions furnished 

the battalions. 

Now, I am _ not the American 

Federation of Labor to make any alliance 

with the Socialists; I don’t want such an 

alliance; I would oppose it on our side of 

the house. We don’t want any alliance 

until the entire sentiment of the American 

elected fifty men, 

came 

ists, trade 

asking 

example, not 

Italy 

We should J 

only of England, but of Germany, 

France. We don’t amount to any- 

this country politically. Your 

treated like a foot-bali by 

don’t respect 

care what you do, 

unions has changed. 

profit by the 

and 

thing in 

committee is 

Congress. They you or 

trade unions are the 

existence today. Look 

was a German trade 

prevented a between 

our in- 

In France, the 

biggest power in 

at Germany! It 

that 

and Germany. 

fluence when we go hat in hand, beg- 

ging for that other little law, 

begging for enforcement of the eight-hour 

law that Congress passed in 1848. We don’t 

ask for the endorsement of any political 

party, no matter what that party is. We 

don’t ask for the endorsement of the So- 

cialist party, but we ask for action on class 

and only on lines. We say 

that as long as you elected Democrats 

to Congress, no matter how good 

they are—and my friend Wilson is a most 

type of man—but he will be 

control of Democratic 

chief, Williams. That is what he will be, 

you will find that out. Within a 

year or two he will either do as the 

Democratic bosses say or he will not be 

He will not amount to much. 

unionist war 

France Compare 

this or 

lines, class 

men 

excellent 

under the the 

and 

in it. 

Delegate Berger’s time for 

speaking was extended. 

On motion, 

Suppose elect a 

men to 

Delegate Berger 

two 

Republicans, 

you 
Congress, 

will simply 

Cannon more troops. 

tepublican in Milwaukee, 

dozen or dozen 

who are you 

have sent some 

You elected a 

and defeated a Social Democrat. The Social 

member of the Typo- 

graphical Union. He is also a member 

Central body, yet his opponent, 

Mr. Cary had a letter from Mr. Gompers 

Cary has not 

Democrat is a 

of the 

as an endorsement. Mr. 

worked at his trade for a long time; he 

is a professional politician. He is sheriff 
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of the vounty, but purchases non-union 

bread for the prisoners in the jail. I 

do not impute any ill-will to Mr. Gom- 

pers in this matter; he simply had not 

investigated. If he had asked the Mil- 

waukee Central body tor its opinion he 

would not have made that mistake. If 

you go on like this, your independent ac- 

tion will amount to nothing; you simply 

furnish some more recruits for the capi- 

talist party, 

Lay aside 

the fact 

you have 

if the matter 

your prejudices, overlook 

that I am aé Socialist—as 

done a couple of times—and 

does not appeal to you, 

vote against it. If it does appeal to 

you, vote for it. I am in favor of ac- 

tion on class lines, or no political action 

at all. 

Delegate Bruten—Delegate Berger says 

vhe Socialists do not want the endorse- 

ment of the working people of this coun- 

try. If this convention decides to put a 

working man in the field in the State of 

Wisconsin to run for Governor, and the 

Socialists put up a candidate for Gov- 

ernor, which one would you vote for? 

Delegate Berger—That is very easily 

answered. I am a Socialist, and I am 

going to vote the Socialist ticket, be- 

cause I believe it is the best ticket. But 

we will treat an independent labor party 

with friendly consideration, I assure you. 

Delegate Bruten—I claim that answer 

is evasive. I don’t think Delegate Ber- 

ger is consistent when he takes the stand 

he does in advising you to take political 

action, for he is not willing to abide by 

that action, 

Delegate Walker—The Chair 

against a proposition providing for an in- 

dependent working class party being in- 

augurated, but entertained, under’ the 

same rule, a recommendation from the 

Committee that no such party be in- 

augurated. If the provision for one be- 

ing created is not in order, because the 

laws provide that politics of that: char- 

acter shall not be discussed here, while 

the language is not couched in just 

that way, the real intent of the report 

of the Committee is to that effect and 

cannot be under the same ruling in or- 

der before this convention. However, I 

am willing to take what I can get and 

do the best I can to get what I am ‘en- 

titled to. 

As a member of the Socialist party, I 

want to state my position. If the Ameri- 

ruled 
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can Federation of Labor should turn down 

the report of the Committee and agree as 

a labor movement to start a national 

labor party and put a ticket in the field, 

if the Socialist party did not act in co- 

operation with you, I would leave the 

Socialist party and vote for the labor 

ticket. From what little experience I 

have had in the economic and political 

movement, I am convinced there is not 

one working man or working woman who 

does not want just as much as I do to get 

better wages, shorter hours and better 

conditions of work, and I kriow the only 

reason they ever act in a way that pre- 

vents them from getting those things 

is because they do not understand what 

they are doing. I know that just as 

soon as I or any one else can show them 

a different line of action in the trade 

movement, economically or on the politi- 

eal field, that will give them better re- 

sults than they are getting by their pres- 

ent line of action, you will not need to 

request them to come in and act. They 

will come in themselves and will strive 

to get everyone else into the same 

movement. 

As one, I am willing to sink my per- 

sonal interests always when it is a ques- 

tion of the best interests of the majority, 

I believe if we could ever get the 

laboring people together into that sort 

of a movement, no matter by what 

name you call it, they will be able to 

get the full value of their labor. I would 

rather have, if I believed in the. Socialist 

party and wanted to fight alone 

for sentimental reasons for that party, 

the adoption of the report of the Com- 

mittee than the adoption of the propo- 

sition offered by Delegate Berger. I 

know what it means. If you should 

form a party here, in the next Socialist 

convention Dan De Leon and everyone 

else will have hammers out, and you 

know you fellows cannot do that work as 

artistically as they can. I want to be in 

a position where we can get results along 

reasonable lines; I want to offer an op- 

portunity for people on both extremes 

to come in with us. I think if you will 

set aside that part of the Committee’s 

report, form a national labor party, have 

it conducted by the labor movement of 

this country, and affiliated with the Farm- 

ers’ movement, we may be in a position 

in a short time to go down to Washing- 

ton in a different manner from the way 

and 

alone, 
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we go now and get results that are dif- 

ferent from those we have got in fhe 

past. 

Delegate Brown (E. G.)—I have a slight 

amendment I desire to offer to the report 

of the Committee, but it will be in line 

with the report. I repudiate the idea 

of Brother Berger, whether it be meant 

at a reflection or a.compliment, that our 

f ynored President, Mr. Gompers, ever 

dragged us or sent us into politics. We 

went into politics ourselves. We were 
ready to go. You cannot see that, Mr 

Berger. Well, listen to me and you may 

see some other things before I get 

through. The moment we took political 

action, there were no people who had 

more shivers down their backs than the 

people in the Socialist party. The mo- 

ment we took political action on trade- 

union lines, a great majority of their 

votes left them. In Massachusetts they 

had 25,000 votes last year. I am not 

a particularly bright individual, I am 

not entitled to their support, they didn’t 

vote for me, but for the principles I rep- 

resent, but there were only 6,000 left in 

Massachusetts on the Socialist side; the 

rest of them were behind the trade-union 

movement. I don’t care about Wiscon- 

sin—I suppose it is on the map—but there 

is also another center in the universe 

that is on the map, where the Socialists 

marched up with the independent politi- 

eal movement. 

I am in line with the report that this 

question be entrusted to the locals, the 

central bodies and the state bodies. True, 

I would have been giad to have conferred 

with other states for education. I would 

like to have known from other states 

where they had successes and where they 

had failures, but it is too late now. We 

have had no opportunity, and therefore 

I am in line with that report with one 

exception. There are no hammers to 

be thrown because of what we achieved. 

If we did not elect a man here and there 

it was not the fault of any individual, 

but because our organization was not 

perfected. I have no doubt but that it 

will be perfected. It has been decided 

by the wisdom of this committee, or by 

the wisdom exhibited by my friend Fos- 

ter—I always listen attentively when he 

speaks. I feel he has obtained a con- 

sensus of opinion, but, Brother Foster 

and men of the committee, there is one 

thing you have left out. You thanked 
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the Executive Council, you approved of 

the bill of grievances—what are you, go- 

ing to say to the men behind the guns? 

I want to say something, but I hesitate 

to approach a structure that was so sym- 

metrically reared as that of Brother Fos- 

ter’s, symmetrical from 

turret. I hesitate to add anything to it, 

but I will offer this amendment, even if 

it is only used as a bouquet to lay beside 
the structure: 

“We regard with pleasure the recent 

political action of the organized working 

men of the country, and by which they 

have demonstrated that they are deter- 

mined to exhibit their political power. 

We are in full accord therewith, and 

recommend to organized labor through- 

out the country that they persist in their 

efforts to organize as an independent po- 

litical force, to the end that labor may 

achieve its just rights through the exer- 

cise of the ballot.’ 

corner stone to 

If this follows the thanks given to the 

Executive Council, it will not mar the 

structure. This is not touched on in the 

report of the Committee. It does not 

say whether we did right or wrong, 

whether we should continue or not. 

Brother Foster, I am sure, will either 

accept this or rise and show why it 

should not go in. This will take in, not 

only organized labor, but the working 

man outside, and not only the working 

man, but the middle class, because they 

believe we are honest, because they be- 

lieve we have their interests at heart. 

It will take in the farmer 438 well. It is 

idle to say here that you ever controlled 

this movement or that you can stop it. 

I am perfectly in accord, therefore, with 

what will be done by the convention, but 

I hope this tribute will be incorporated. 

I offer it as an addition to the report. 

The amendment was seconded by Dele- 

gate Walker. 

Delegate Foster—There is no objection 

on my part, and I do not think’ there will 

be any on the part of any member of the 

Committee to this addition to the re- 

port. 

Delegate Paulitsch—Mr. Chairman and 

Delegates: Quite a lot of stress has been 

put upon the statement of some of the 

Socialists upon this floor, and the infer- 

ence is that they want to drag the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor into the Social- 



290 REPORT 

It has also been 

if a Socialist 

candidate and 

ast movement or party. 

scated on the floor that 

yvoies for a_ Socialist 

consistent. What, then, becomes of the 

Republican in the ranks of the labor 

movement who will vote for the Repub- 

lican candidate against a Democratic 

candidate out of the ranks of the labor 

movement, but nominated by the Dem- 

ocratic party? Or what consistency is 

there in the dyed-in-the-wool Democrat 

that will vote against the candidacy of 

a Republican out of the ranks of labor 

who is nominated by the Republican 

party? Of course that is no sin, but 

if a poor Socialist does such a thing it 

is horrible, it is not right for him to 

use his ballot in the same way. I hold 

as a Socialist that as long as a majority 

of the Socialist movement says we should 

have a ticket in the field, no matter what 

sort of a vote it will get, it is my duty 

to stand by it. 

Delegate De Nedrey—I rise to a point 

of order. The motion before the house 

is to concur in the report of the Commit- 

tee. It has nothing to do with what 

the delegate is talking about. 

Vice President Duncan—The delegate 

will confine himself to the subject before 

the convention. 

Delegate Paulitsch—The statement is 

made that we have been quite success- 

ful in the methods we used to enter the 

political arena as political labor men. I 

am glad to know that the American 

Federation of Labor, through its Execu- 

tive Council, issued this order to enter 

into independent politics. That took men 

out of the rut they had been in. It took 

them out of the Democratic and Repub- 

lican parties and put them in an inde- 

pendent movement and gave them a 

chance for independent thought. I think 

this will develop their thoughts along 

independent lines faster than they would 

have developed in the surroundings gov- 

erning them before this action was ta- 

ken. ‘ 

I hold that the success of the inde- 

pendent labor movement, as far as it 

has gone as an independent movement, 

is because of the agitation carried on for 

many years by the Socialists in the face 

of all the opposition they have had to 

eontend with. There have been no daily 

papers of the magnificent circulation of 

OF PROCEEDINGS 

the New York Journal to come out clear- 

ly for our movement. I hope the con- 

centration of wealth in ine hands of the 

helped to bring out 

thought 

this inde- 

working 

few has 

pendent 

men. 

What did we try to achieve by this 
independent movement? We tried to send 

mer to congress to do something for the 

working class. The argument put forth 

was that the present congress was consti- 

tuted of the representatives of the cap- 

italist class, and that the pleading we 

had formerly gone to congress with was 

unsuccessful because these men were hos- 

tile to labor, That is why we went into 

independent politics, It is true we have 

not gone in on class lines. I probably 

do not go as far as Brother Walker went 

when he made his announcement, but the 

independent labor movement, if it shall 

become one, under the method of the Ex- 

ecutive Council, or under the method of 

the Committee on President’s Report, 

states clearly enough that it is going to 

get something by adhering to the old 

parties, If it takes the idea out of its 

platform that the moneyed class of this 

country has some interests and that they 

must be protected, and comes out and 

declares itself on class lines for class leg- 

islation in the interests of the working 

men, then certainly the Socialist move- 

ment will be in position to take contro} 

of it. The English movement, as the 

fraternal delegate said, went into inde- 

pendent labor politics, and in that form 

solicited the aid of the Fabian Society 

and the Independent Labor Party of Eng- 

land for its support. They were success- 

ful in electing a large number of mem- 

bers. When we have developed a move- 

ment of that character in this country, 

the Socialist movement will also have 

developed and they will be on common 

grounds. I believe the committee real- 

izes it has gone far enough for the pres- 

ent. They have broken the ice, they 

have taken a step, and there is no doubt 

we will go into politics in this country 

in the same manner as the working peo- 

ple have gone into politics in England. 

In the past it has been a crime even 

to talk politics in a trade-union organiza- 

tion. When I first joined my trade or- 

ganization, the talking of politics was a 

crime against the constitution of that 

body. But we have changed all that, and 

this fall there was quite a lot of discus- 

among the 
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sion on auucyendent politics, Heart poli- 

tics, Republican politics, Democratic poli- 

tics and Socialist politics, and we were 

mot disrupted. The members then went 

and voted as they pleased, but the ice 

was broken, as I believe been 

Droken in a great many other organiza- 

tions. This is the road to progress; and 

I believe in a short time, those who take 

exception to our policy, will realize that 

eur policy is the best. To be successful, 

we must organize politically as we have 

erganized economically. I am sure no 

man here will say the Citizens’ Alliance 

would be a good adjunct to organ- 

wation. That being true, why should we 

have the Parrys and the Posts run our 

politics? ‘The last election proved that 

organized and unorganized men both were 

tired of the conditions that had prevailed 

and were ready to enter into an inde- 

pendent political movement. 

Delegate Wilson, (W. B.)—I had not in- 

tended to enter into this and 

would not have done so if my name had 

mot been brought into it in a manner that 

was unsatisfactory to me. My friend, 

it has 

our 

discussion 

Berger, in discussing the question before 

the house intimated that when I became 

a member of congress I would be under 

the lash of the leader of the Democratic 

side of the house, I want to.say for the 

information of Berger, who ought to 

know me better, and for the information 

ef the other delegates to this 

tion, that neither as a member of 

gress, as a trade-unionist, 

vate citizen, will I ever be under the lash 

ef any one, It is true that, having been 

elected on the Democratic ticket, 1l- am 

fzoing to the Democratic caucus, and 

while there I shall best I 

ean to sway that caucus in the interest 

ef labor legislation. But if I fail in that, 

and if that caucus undertakes to commit 

the Democratic congressmen in opposition 

to labor legislation, then it will 

my duty, and a duty I will readily 

form, to notice on that 

my opposition to its position and to with- 

@raw therefrom. 

conven. 

con- 

nor as a pri- 

endeavor as 

become 

per- 

serve caucus of 

Some of us seem to have very short 

memories, and as a result we hear, year 

after year, the statement made upon the 

floor of this that the trade- 

unionists have accomplished nothing by 

independent political action. As a mat- 

ter of fact, we have accomplished a great 

a@cal. I can go back to the days of my 

convention 
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childhood and recall that, as a son of a 

coal miner, I was taken into the mines ts 

mine coal before I was nine years of age. 

By independent political action and : 

tion on the part of that 

has made impossible in every coai- 

producing state in the Union. When I first 

went into the mines we did not have 2 

solitary law in any state of the Union 

relative to the sanitation of the mines, 

Men worked in the mines without venti- 

lation, without any sanitary regulation 

and without any inspection to require san- 

itary regulation. As a result of indepen- 

dent political action that condition is 

changed, and while we have not the san- 

itary conditions we ought to have, we 

have very much better sanitary condi- 

tions than prior to thestime we took in- 

dependent political action. Wh: is true 

of the mines is true of the mills and the 
factories. In my boyhood days there 

were no sanitary regulations in any of cur 

States relative to mills and factories. 

There were no inspection laws and there 

were no child-labor laws in those days. 

Those things been brought about 

by independent political action and agita- 

tion, Years ago, our school system was 

very much inferior to the system we have 

today. The greatest force in furnishing 

us free text-books, in states where we 

have them, has been the independent po- 

litical action and agitation of the trade- 

unions. 

igita- 

trade-unionists 

been 

have 

We could go along this line and cite a 

number of instances; but I simply make 

these citations to demonstrate that we 

have been and if we 

have not made greater progress than we 

have it has been due, not to the fact that 

we did not enter partisan politics, 

but to the fact that we had millions of 

and women who should have been 

with us in our trade-union 

were outside of it. The 

movement brings together 

men and women who have common ideals 

along certain lines. They come together 

in their trade-unions those 

common ideals; but those same men and 

women may differ radically upon other 

Subjects. The man who believes in a 

high protective tariff, the man who 

poses him and favors a tariff for revenue, 

and the man who occupies any of the 

these i 

making progress, 

into 

men 

associated 

movement who 

trade-union 

because of 

op- 

extremes, © ali 

agree in opposition to the tyranny of gov- 

positions between 

ernment by injunction. So while one 
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man may be nominated upon a Republican 

ticket, another upon a Democratic ticket, 

and another upon a Socialist ticket, all 

three having different ideas on certain 

lines, may be able to concentrate their ef- 

forts on lines along which’ the trade-un- 

ion movement is working. Instead of 

committing this organization to a parti- 

San movement, the proper thing to do is 

to urge our members to independent po- 

litical action that will enable them to 

secure the adoption of those things we are 

commonly agreed upon. 

There is one other point I want to bring 

out in justice to our trade-unions as well 

as the Executive Council. Mr. Berger 

made the statement that it was not the 

Executive Council that succeeded in se- 

curing the election of two members of 

congress from Pennsylvania; that it was 

the miners that did it. I am not here at 

this time to speak for Mr. Nicholls. When 

the occasion offers, Mr. Nicholls is per 

fectly able to speak for himself; but I do 

say for myself that if it had not been for 

the circular issued by the Executive 

Council of the American Federation of 

Labor, I would not have been a candi- 

and consequently could not have 

elected. The district I come from 

is not a large industrial district, in the 

sense in which industrialism is used. In 

that district, out of a total of between 

30,000 and 40,000 votes, we have a total 

in the mining towns of 1,621 votes, In 

the city-of Williamsport there are 37 dif- 
ferent local unions of other trades, Nor- 

mally, the city of Williamsport goes from 

700 to 800 Republican. There is not a 
miner in Williamsport. The city of Wil- 

liamsport goes rmally from 700 to 800 

Republican, and yet it gave to me, a 

Democratie candidate, because I was a 

crade-unionist, a majority of over 500. I 

want to give credit to the other trade- 

unions as well as the miners, although 

the miners stood loyally by me. In my 

opinion the course to pursue at 

this time is the course outlined by the 

committee. I am heartily in favor of it 

and hope it will be adopted. 

ci ute 

been 

proper 

Delegate Dold—I desire to offer an ad- 

dition to the report of the committee. It 

reads as follows: 

“RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 

cil of the American Federation of Labor 

be, and the same is hereby, instructed to 

submit to a vote of the affiliated national 
and international unions, local trade-un- 
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ions and federal labor unions, the follow- 

ing questions, the result of their votes to 

act as guidance for future political prop- 

aganda of the American Federation of 

Labor; 

(1) Shall the past political policy of 
the Executive Council be continued? 

(2) Shall an independent political party 
be formed?’’ 

I offer this as an amendment to the 

report of the committee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate De Nedrey—I rise to a point 

of order. There is no law giving the 

American Federation of Labor the right 

or the authority to have a referendum 

vote of the national and international 

bodies affiliated therewith. 

Vice-President Duncan—I take it for 

granted in using the word referendum 

that Delegate Dold means that if the con- 

vention approves of his resolution, it 

shall go out and the different organiza- 

tions can use their different means of 

ascertaining the opinions of their mem- 

bers. 

Delegate 

order. 

Denny—I rise to a 

The report of the committee en- 

dorses independent political action. A 

motion has been made to concur in the 

report of the committee. This amend- 

ment would destroy the original motion. 

point of 

Vice-President Duncan—The _ subject- 

matter is for the convention to act upon. 

If the amendment is voted down the ques- 

tion will come upon the report of the com- 

mittee, If both are carried it will have 

the effect that, in addition to the dec- 

larations as given by the committee on 

President’s Report, that subject-matter 

will be given to the unions for a vote. 

Delegate Dold—The amendment intends 

to provide for a future political policy of 

the American Federation of Labor, if the 

plan is endorsed by the rank and file of 

the organization. Personally, I have al- 

ways been in favor of an independent po- 

litical party. In the organization I rep- 

resent the membership differs vastly upon 

this proposition. We Socialists, 

Anti-Socialists, De lLeonites, pure and 

simple trade-unionists, and others, and 

they believe that no matter what polit- 

ical action may be taken by the American 

Federation: of Labor, they should have 

some voice in saying how they shall com- 

ply with the rules and regulations of the 

American Federation of Labor. We ar@ 

have 
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loyal to the American Federation of La- 

bor, and we ought to be loyal; but we be- 

lieve we should have an opportunity to 

express at least our ‘ntiments as to 

what the important policies of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor shall be. There 

can be no harm in the submission of a 

proposition of this character to the mem- 

bership. It would be 

to divide our forces in a political way—as 

much so as it would be to 

forces in an economic way. If we can con- 

centrate and center our forces upon one 

clear-cut proposition, whatever it may 

be, I believe it will appeal to wll the ov- 

ganizations, and they will go shoulder to 

absolutely useless 

divide our 

shoulder to make it a success. No mat- 

ter what may be said here, some discon- 

tent has manifested 

various trade-unions of 

want to avoid that. I want them to use 

all the political independence they 

in one channel. I want the other side to 

understand that we did not enter into this 

movement simply for diversion, simply to 

work; but that we 

business, that it is a matter 

importance to us. I 

itself among the 

this country. I 

have 

change our routine 

mean 

of absolute 

this 

the opinions of our 

decides for the present policy, our organ- 

ization will do all that it possibly can to 

carry it out. I do not want political in- 

dependence only as far as legi 

concerned; I want the who execute 

the laws to be elected by our votes, and 

concentrating our 

and 

believe 

done by concentrating can best be 

constituents. If it 

slation is 

men 

we can only do that by 

votes. 

‘Treasurer Lennon—I want to say to the 

delegates and to those they 

that there is no political policy of the 

Executive Council of the American 

eration of Labor, The policy 

pursued by the 

represent, 

Fed- 

that has 

been Executive Council 

is that which has been formulated by the 

conventions of the American Federation 

of Labor and by the trade-unions of this 

country since there has been any central 

organization at all, The thing we 

did recently was to accentuate, insofar as 

our influence might go, the power of the 

working men who are organized in this 

country along the lines that had been de- 

clared for, since the foundation of 

the American Federation of Labor, In 

addition to that, the Executive Council, 

not even being: desirous of going to the 

only 

very 

extent we did, upon our own volition and 

called in to be upon our own initiative, 
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consulted, the executive offic 

the international yuntry. 

Most of these officials responded and join- 

ed with us in 

congress, the 

States and the 

They 

at the 

sooth, 

unions of this ¢ 

nting ine protests to 

nited 

prest 

President of the I 

President of the Senate. 

co-operated with us in declaring 

end of that that if, for- 

they did not hear our protest, we 

would then call upon the working men of 

the country to ex 

izens to carry forward the 

unions had stood for for so long a time 

protest 

‘cise their right as cit- 

work the trade- 

The 

what? 

and 

report of t committee does— 

It leaves matter in the hands 

under the ec rol of the states, the 

those who may find it 

tial to control the action and take action 

independent political 

many declarations of the Amer- 

Will that pre- 

Milwaukee, for 

i to take action 

along the line of the policy of the Social- 

ist Party, from doing so? Not by 

I wonder, however, if the trade- 

meet in 

convention and decide to nominate trade- 

without their 

whether or not the Socialists 

cities and essen- 

along lines as set 

forth by 

ican Federation of Labor. 

clude the trade-unions of 
instance, if they desire, 

any 

means. 

should unionists of Milwaukee 

unionists regard to party 

affiliations, 

would vote for them? 

We hear ail the 

movement does not 

time that the trade- 

inion stand—insofar 

as politics are concerned, at any, rate—for 
the class interests of 

I would like to ask 

trade-union movement 

the working people. 

what the 

does stand for if 

some one 

it does not stand for the class interests 

of the Working people? If I thought it 
did not stand for that I would give what 

ability I possess and what ene1 is still 

left in me for cause. It is 

because of that belief I have in the depths 

heart 

terests of the 

some other 

that it is for the class in- 

that the 

given its energies and is 

of my 

working people 

trade-union has 

working 

past and will continue to work in the fu- 

ture, is the cause of my being an active 

now, as it has worked in the 

and aggressive trade-unionist. As to the 

charge that we have accomplished noth- 

I think Brother Wilson has answered 

I intended 

impression that there 

instituted by the Council of 

the American Federation of Labor. They 

simply gave emphasis to that which has 

been declared from the very foundation 

to arise only to correct the 

was a policy as 

Executive 



REPORT OF PROCBEDINGS 

of the until the 

time. 

organization present 

Delegate Finger—I am heartily in ac- 

cord with part of the report of the com- 

mittee. It seems, however, that we have 

to go through the same transition that 

the English trade-union movement has 

had to go through, according to the re- 

port of our fraternal delegate, Mr. Bell. 

If you will turn to page 68 of the pro- 

ceedings and read his remarks, you will 

find that he said at first it was feared if 

they introduced politics into the trade- 

union movement it would disrupt it. I 

will quote exactly what he said: 

“There is one more subject we have in 

common. I am one of those who for six- 

teen years past have been trying to per- 

suade the trade-unionists of England to 

g9 into politics. At first it was said 

that if we introduced politics into the 

trade-unions men of different creeds and 

parties would fall out and trade-union- 

ism would be injured. But the time came 

when those of us who thought we should 

go into politics received very powerful 

assistance. That was when the judges 

interpreted the law against us. The 

judges, of course, did not intend to as- 

sist us, but they did. There was nothing 

left for the trade-unions but to enter 

politics, whether they liked it or not. 

We determined if we entered politics it 

should fot be under the auspices of 

either of the great political parties, but 

would have a party of our own. We did 

so, and found the money to run that 

party, and as a consequence we are in 

a position to control it. About a million 

of trade-unionists are now affiliated with 

the National Labor party, and we have 

joined with us in that party two Social- 

ist societies, the British Fabian Society, 

a small one, but one that exerts great 

influence through its literature—and the 

Independent Labor party. Despite its 

name the latter is an _ out-and-out 

Socialist organization. We have found 

there that the differences that divide So- 

cialism and trade-unionism are, after all 

not so very great. The trade-unionist 

wants as large a share of what he pro- 

duces as he can get, and the Socialist 

wants all he produces. The trade-union- 

ist says the Socialist is demanding a 

great deal and that his prospect of get- 

ting it all is small, but after all he does 

not think the Socialist is unreasonable in 

asking for all. In the meantime the 

is willing to be content 

get. The Socialists, 

admit there is rea- 

trade-unionists say. 

Socialist cannot get the 

as far as he wants him 

to go he is willing to travel the same 

road as long as it is possible for them 

to travel together.”’ 

trade unionist 

with what he can 

on the other hand, 

son in what the 

Although the 

trade-unionist 

We have seen in this country that al- 

though labor cast its vote with the in- 

tention of bringing about beneficial re- 

sults one result has been the injunctions 

issued by judges elected by our votes. 

We have seen in the past the fallacy cf 

this independent political movement on 

labor lines, with each one working inde- 

pendently. In many instances we find 

we have suffered as a result of not 

being a conjested whole in our action 

at the elections. When you merely pre- 

sent a vote of individuals in a locality 

it accomplishes the election of the man. 

In many cases the man does not repre- 

sent your principles. If we were or- 

ganized into one party advocating po- 

litical action, the fact would be recog- 

nized that over two million votes could 

be positively relied on to refute all argu- 

ments brought forth by our opponents, 

usually our employers, and if we are go- 

ing to continue the policy of each one 

voting for his own party, if we are go- 

ing to continue the policy of calling our- 

selves labor men in labor politics, the 

result will be as it has been in the past. 

New York is now represented by a scab 

employer and other parts of the country 

are represented by other scab employ- 

ers. They entirely ignore us between 

elections, and merely consider us when 

the election is on. 

I fail to see how any one in the trade- 
union movement can presume that my 

interests are identical with the interests 

of the great corporation lawyers who are 

elected year in and year out by the work- 

ing class, because I fail to see where 

the Other class has the power to elect, 

as a majority of the votes of the nation 

belong to the working people. If we find 

that our trade-union movement does not 

progress politically because of the men 

elected to office, I fail to see it from 

any other point of view than that we 

have elected men who do not represent 

us and who apparently care naught 

about the votes of the workers. The 

reason we are organized into trade un- 
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ions is because we recognize our inter- 

est as a and having recognized 

the fact that we must subserve our in- 

terest as a economically, does it 

not stand to that we must also 

recognize the fact that we must get our 

class; 

class 

reason 

politically by nizing as @2 

The time is ripe when we should 

this method of merely taking ac- 

tion individually. We should let it be 

understood that we are organized politi- 

cally as a solid phalanx, and I feel con- 

fiuaent that we will be a force that all 

the interests will be bound to recognize, 

a force that can assert our rights,—not 

go to the legislatures and beg for them. 

Delegate Anderson—I would like to 

state for the people I represent that we 

with the action taken by 

Council of the American 

Federation of Labor. When the news 

came flashing over the wires telling us 

that the time had come to take political 

action, we rose to the occasion. The 

time was short and we were not able to 

prepare as we would like to have done, 

but the results are telling all through 

that part of the country. The returns 

I have are not complete, but I am cer- 

tain that in Galveston county we 

elected one member of the legisla- 

ture; we elected our prosecuting at- 

terney, we elected one county com- 

missioner, and we elected a governor, 

who, although elected as a Democrat, 

stood before us and said the laboring 

men should be recognized. We have also 

enacted a child-labor law down there. 

It has been asserted on the floor of this 

convention that we would have to follows 

in the footsteps of our English brothers. 

L differ from those who made that state- 

ment. What we have done has been 

along the right lines, but I believe we 

ean go farther. I think we should re- 

fer the amendment to the different or- 

ganizations of this country so that they 

may act upon it. I certainly approve 

of the amendment. 

Delegate Johannsen—As a member of 
the political campaign committee of the 

Chicago Federation of Labor, I assure 

the delegates I am not prepared to make 

a political confession. It seems to me 

that the machinery of the American 

Federation of Labor has been very ju- 

diciously put into operation to shift the 

responsibility of political action from the 

iixecutive Council to the various local, 

rights 

class? 

cease 

were pleased 

the Executive 

‘Boston, 
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central and state bodies, and the inter- 

national unions. For tkat I don’t blame 

you. I am not sure whether 

there is a between the 

Executive Council and the Socialist 

resentatives; but it 

quite 

conspiracy 

rep- 

appears to me 

that the report of the Committee, in not 

favoring an independent political party 

is at least a step in that direction. If 

we had an independent political organi- 

zation based upon class interests half 

the Socialists would have to go out of 

business. But why this matter should 

be considered so seriously is beyond my 

comprehension. 

I think there has been some misrepre- 

sentation upon the part of who 

have spoken in reference to the attitude 

of the fraternal delegates from England. 

I think one of them said when he made 

inquiries as to the political situation in 

he found they had primaries. 
Then he told us of Chicago—but you 

know what he said about that city. The 

only difference between Chicago and 

Boston is in the matter of elections. 

Really, there are no elections in Chi- 

cago; everything is done in the primar- 

ies. It seems to me that while it may 

be wisdom to meddle in politics, there is 

a very great danger of splittingy our 

forces economically. Where is the com- 

mon ground? Nearly every organization 

has a number of men who have different 

and different ways of obtaining 

success politically. I don’t know 

how many professional politicians there 

are in this convention; I presume there 

are many; and if we are not to get to 

be professional politicians it would be 

best to leave the matter to the Fxecu- 

tive Council. I am sure they will act 

carefully before they will accept any re- 

sponsibility. They know something cf 

politics, and they play the game to some 

extent. I presume, judging from the 

tremendous demands for organizers that 

have been made here, that perhaps it 

would be as well to devote more time 

to organizi- - those who are yet unor- 

ganized than to give too much time to 

the consideration of political action. , 

some 

ideas 

their 

Delegate Furuseth—I am not going to 

speak as secretary of the committee, be- 

cause the report speaks for me ag «a 

member of the committee; but there is a 

phase of this matter as it has heen dis- 

cussed that I feel inclined to mix some- 

what in. Several statements have been 
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made that I do not agree with. The idea 
has been expressed by several delegates 

that the working people have a ma- 

pority of the votes. If you will take the 

trouble to look up the census and then 

take the map of the United States, as 

it is laid out in political districts, you 

will find your independent political pare 

ty will not get a corporal’s guard in 

Congress while you live. For that rea- 

son, and because of an insignificant num- 

ber of men they will be of no utility 

whatsoever, I am totally opposed to it. 

I believe that organized labor should de- 

vote itself to defeating somebody, not 

particularly to electing anybody. I be- 

lieve from the experience I have had 

that the individual congressman counts 

for very little. The ‘policy of the party 

eounts for very much, and unless you 

ean influence that policy you are mak- 

ing no progress whatsoever. 

What the working people have ob- 

tained in one century of agitation since 

the introduction of the ballot has been 

obtained by being against the govern- 

rent. They have acted as a dissatis- 

tied party, as a party of protest, or a 

force of protest, which the politician 

could not place his finger on and seg- 

regate. For that reason I believe it is 

wise to make the party in power respon- 

sible for legislation and failure of legis- 

lation, regardless of what that party is 

called. The politician wants votes in or- 

der to be in power and there is nothing 

he fears so much as the silent independ- 

ent vote that he cannot segregate and 

put his finger on. Now, it has come to 

this, that the congressmen in Washing- 

ton care absolutely nothing for your 

epinions—because you sent in petitions 

and did, not back your petitions with 

your votes. You passed resolutions, but 

you did not back your resolutions with 

your votes. As a result they said, ‘All 

waste paper, who cares?’’ Now, the ac- 

tion you have taken, making the parfy 

responsible for legislation is, in my opin- 

ion, a step in the right direction. You 

do not particularly need any party ma- 
ehinery for that. You need an under- 

standing of what you want. You need 

freedom from party prejudice, so that 

you can vote for a Socialist if he has 

the best chance to beat the man who is 

now with the majority party, to vote for 

2 Democrat if he has the best chance. 
If you will do that you will not need 
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to bother about a party organization ia 

a national way, and you will get wnat 

has been denied to you for years. 

Delegate Guerin—I am opposed to the 

amendment and believe that it is use- 

less in its present form. The delegate 

laid great stress on the fact that he 

wanted the opinions of the national or- 

ganizations, but he said nothing about 

the referendum. I don’t know how you 

are going to get the sentiment of the 

organizations unless by putting it to the 

referendum. Our organization guaran- 

tees tu every man freedom in politics. 

There is no one in our organization whe 

has a right to abridge that, and we 

could ;} : get an expression from our 

organization along this line. If it were 

possible to get the expression,—and the 

result of that expression were an- 

nounced in the next convention of the 

American Federation of Labor—it would 

abridge the right of some of our mem- 

bers. I am in favor of the report of 

the committee without the amendment 

I know we cannot accomplish anything 

for the benefit of the wage-workers un- 

til they get interested as_ individuals. 

The individual wage-worker must pay 

particular and careful attention to pub- 

lic affairs in order to bring about re- 

forms. I believe we can do much by 

acting as the report of the committee 

recommends, because we are all familiar 

with conditions in our own localities. 

Delegate Skemp—I want to say a few 

words in support of the amendment of 

Delegate Dold. I want also to call the 

attention of the last speaker to the fact 

that the amendment does not ask that 

any compulsion shall be used. We know 

that we cannot abridge the rights of the 

individual members of our organizations, 

but we can give them an opportunity to 

express their views upon this question 

if they so desire. It has been said if 

we enter the political field we can ac- 

complish nothing, because members of 

organized labor are in the minority. 

Delegate Furuseth seems to forget that 

all previous independent movements im 

this country have drawn their strength, 

not from organized labor, but from the 

farmers. The day is’ coming, in fact, 

it is here now, when the farmers realize 

that their interests are common with 

ours and that we can depend upon se- 

curing greater support from the farm- 

ers’ organizations than some organiza- 
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ticns within the American Federation of 

Labor. 

seems to be a fear that the 

Council went a little too far 

that we must now re- 

and this is the means 

Federation of Labor can 

back little and retrace its steps 

to the position occupied by it in the 

past. It appears to be the impression 

that the Executive Council, as Brother 

Lennon said, accentuated attitude 

in the political field a little too forcibly 

prior to the last election. But we have 

decided to enter politics, notwith- 

sianding what Delegate Brown = says, 

that decision was made by the Executive 

Council, they upheld us in 

the political field prior to the last con- 

venticn. I did my best to advance the 

movement, but I recognized the fact 

that the Executive Council acted too 

hastily. The Executive Council did not 

have sufficient funds, nor did it Nave a 

program, and consequenuy we 

expect but small results. I sup- 

posed, however, that at this convention 

we ‘ould adopt a definite policy, a 

policy that would command the respect 

and co-operation of the organizations 

affiliated with the American Federation 

ef Labor. I still hope that such a policy 

will be adopted—a policy that will com- 

mand the support of the rank and file 

of the labor movement. They are the 

men who will have to furnish the votes; 

but unless the policy from the 

foundation we cannot expect to accom- 

plish much. We must. have a construc- 

tive policy, one which will awaken the 

enthusiasm of the membership of the 

organization. The amendment by Dele- 

gate Dold is essentially democratic. It 

places the responsibility upon the rank 

and file. This organization is supposed 

to be essentially democratic. It is sup- 

posed to record the views and carry out 

ihe wishes of the rank and file of our 

organizations, and I fail to understand 

how a delegate can oppose a plan which 

gives the rank and file an opportunity 

to express,their views on this question. 

There 

Executive 

a year ago, and 

trace 

by which the 

our steps, 

down a 

our 

and, 

insofar as 

eefinite 

could 

comes 

* elegate Mahon—I used to ride in an 

vir ship myself, but I fell out some years 

ago and came to. I have listened to the 

discussion this afternoon, and I see noth- 

ing new in the proposition from the one 

that has been before us from convention 

to‘convention and froém year to year, 

‘one to us as trade-unionists. 
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However, I have noticed one thing new. 

A great deal of reference has been made 

to the conditions of the workers in Eu- 

rope. We have been told about Great 

sritain, Germany and different parts of 

the old world, yet I notice they are still 

coming to America. Now I want to say 

as an American, that I don’t know any- 

thing about the environment of: the peo- 

ple of the old world, but I do know some- 

thing of the environment of the people of 

America, and I believe my country is yet 

I want 

from 

the best one upon God’s footstool. 

to resent the criticisms that 

who here, take a 

American conditions, and then tell 

us all about them. We will compare 

Chicago, as far as the hungry people are 

concerned, with London, Liverpool, or an; 

other place in the world. 

come 

those come glance at 

our 

This political question is not a new 

The policy 
outlined in the President’s report is the 

only one we can follow when we come to 

a ialyze this proposition. It gives to the 

vnion men and to their supporte and 

friends of the different districts the op- 

vortunity they have always had of going 

uhead politically and building uf their 

political parties and working out their 

political salvation. Our Socialist friends 

congratulate the trade-unions upon the 

step we took a year ago. That is no new 

step for the trade-unions. This American 

Federation of Labor has, in convention 

after convention, appealed to the 

to use the ballot independently, and se 

long as I have anything to do with a 

trade-union, I shall advocate that policy 

It is easy to come here where a number 

of bright minds are brought together and 

express our opinions, 

politically lick them in here today, we 

could do in here today just what we 

could do in our unions, sometimes, when 

we get over-enthusiastic and want to go 

out and lick the enemy. When we get 

on the outside and meet the enemy it is 

not so easy. We must follow the same 

tareful policy that has always led us, 

—not so fast as our friend Berger would 

have us go,—but one that has ‘led us 

safely. The trade-unions have lost noth. 

ing. From some of the remarks, one 

might imagine we had been standing still. 

When we began to organize our railroad 

men twelve years ago we were working 

14 and 16 hours a day, with a maximum 

pay of fourteen cents an hour Tho 

voters 

Oh, yes, we could 
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sands of our men today are working nine 

hours a day with a maximum pay of thir- 

ty cents an hour. In spite of that they 

presume to tell us we are not advancing 

at all. Such have an idea that 

everything iis going to come from legis- 

lation. There are many ways of legis- 

lating. The Amalgamated Railway men 

are legislating in their unions, not only 

once every 365 days, but every two weeks 

when they meet. Last year we secured 

through organization over 175 writ- 

ten earrying with them one 

and millions of dollars in ad- 

vance of wages. Through our organiza- 

tion we are legislating every day. I have 

no objection to Socialism,—I have no ob- 

jection to all they can do,—but I do ob- 

ject when it comes to disrupting our union 
and slandering the men who have built 

up this movement. The policy of the 

Executive Council last year demonstrated 

that the claims made by our Socialist 

friends are not true politically. They 

have been in the field working hard, but 

they have not corralled the vote. If the 
policies you have are right, appeal to the 

American working men and the American 

citizens in general, to come and vote with 

you; but let this movement of the work- 

ers go on in the even tenor of its way. 

We will not lay any stones in your way 

as you go along, but you must not try to 

disrupt our movement, 

people 

our 

contracts, 

one-half 

I oppose the amendment because I be- 
lieve it will simply mean a Socialist agi- 

tation to disrupt our trade-union move- 

ment during the next year. 

On motion of Vice-President O'Connell 

the report of the Committee on Griev- 

ances was made a special order of busi- 

ness for ten o’clock a. m. Wednesday. 

On motion, the rules of order were sus- 
pended, and the convention voted to re- 

main in session until the report of the 

Committee on President’s Report had been 

acted upon finally. 

Delegate Walker—I rise to 

of ~ersonal privilege. Delegate Mahon in 

his statement spoke of his Socialist 

friends as slandering the officials of this 

organization who are building it up. He 

said they claimed the movement had made 

no progress and that they are attempt- 

ing to disrupt it. I do not want to use 

strong language, but. so far as that ap- 

plies to me personally, I want to deny 

as emphatically as it is possible for me 
to do so, anv statement of that kind. * 

a question 
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Delegate Foster—This little exchange ct 

fraternities between different represen- 

tatives of political organizations is rather 

conclusive argument in support of the 

committee’s report. It is not my pur- 

pose to discuss the question at issue, ex- 

cepting insofar as the amendment relates 

to it. I think it is rather unfair to the 

committee to attach an amendment of 

that kind to its report. (We tried to be 

as concise as possible and to make our 
meaning clear as to just what this body 

can do. We don’t want to borrow trouble, 
and we have endorsed the action of the 

Executive Council, approved their bill of 

grievances and commended them for their 

work. The amendment contemplates ask, 

ing a couple of million people, incidental® 

ly, whether they approve the past policy 

of the Federation. That is rather super- 

fluous. Then, again, we have not had 

from any of the component parts of this 
organization a request to form an inde- 

pendent labor party. We have had some 

individual resolutions in here to that ef- 

fect. Some people like trouble; they will 

go after it, but why should we assume 

a power we do not possess to go into the 

membership of the international unions 

and catechise them upon their preferences 

for an independent labor party. I sup- 

pose if we should poll the delegates sit- 

ting upon this floor, we might get a good 
many opinions as to what constitutes an 

independent labor party. We should not 

agree politically. The keynote was 

touched, as the response of the delegates 

showed, in the remarks of Delegate Ma- 

hon. ‘The movement has done things; it 

has achieved practical reform and the 

power that has done this work, that is 

doing this work and is to continue this 

work, is too sacred to be chanced upon 

the cast of a political die; and we refuse 

and say plainly, no matter what the peo- 

ple of the Continent or Great Britain have 

done, we prefer to continue the policy of 

guarding the constitutional freedom of our 

members to vote how they please and we 

will not stake the existence of the eco- 

nomic trade-union movement upon any 

political party, no matter by what name 

it may be called. Is not that sufficiently 

definite? Why should we go out and 

ask the printers, the granite cutters, and 

other organizations, ‘‘Do you want us te 

form a political party?’ The same gen- 

tleman says the growth should be up- 

ward, not from the top down, and those 
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who criticize and rail at the power as- 

sumed by our executive officers, the 

power, mind you, with which they are 

vested, why should they be troubled in 

mind and soul and heart and spirit be- 

cause we have not gone from the top 

down and tried to stir up this question? 

There are two distinct issues that 

ought to be kept clearly in mind. We 

have not properly before us the question 

of an independent political party, but 

we have before us the question of iden- 

tifying this trade-union organization 

with an atempt to form a political par- 

ty. It seems to me there is quite a waste 

of sentiment. We don’t need to discuss 

the propriety of independent voting. We 

don’t need to question the propriety of 

establishing a protesting party in the 

shape of an independent party. It is 

true that the wage-earners of America 

could never be anything else than a 

minority party. We have got to rely, 

not on that class spirit of hatred and 

bitterness for the success of that move- 

ment, but on the principles of justice 

and equity in the minds of a broader 

citizenship. And until we drive’ that 

spirit that appeals to class hatred out 

of the doors of our convention we will 

never win the fullest support for the 

measures that most deeply concern us. 

Machines are as nothing in comparison 

with the principles back of the trade- 

union movement. Methods are entirely 

subordinate. How many of you have 

read the early history of the trade-union 

movement? They made elaborate plat- 

forms. Ten men getting together can 

make a declaration of principles as 

roseate, as transcendental and as flam- 

boyant as the gentleman from Milwau- 

kee ever evolved from his brain in the 

wildest flights of his imagination. They 

proclaimed to the world that society 

was ready to be revolutionized. The 

spirit of humanity was not back of the 

movement, but it did grow and gain 

because men are always hoping to get 

something for nothing, walking around 

and looking up at the clouds, dreaming. 

It is much easier to dream dreams than 

to do hard work anywhere. Two great 

international labor organizations, after 

ebtaining strength, went down to de- 

struction. Why? Because they identi- 

fied themselves with a political machine. 

The ? policy, twice tested, has proved 

futile. I am no prophet, and assume to be 
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no prophet, but I have fears for even that 

rock-ribbed structure of British trades- 

unionism. I do not believe the trade-un- 

ion movement of Great Britain in the 

future is to develop itself into a class 

party. I do not believe it is the British 

temperament, and I do not believe suc- 

cess will follow that sort of movement, 

Circumstances bring parties into being 

to act as parties of protest, but from the 

little beginning our trade-unions have 

passed through periods of political de- 

struction, and have continued to in- 

crease. It is now the hope of the wage- 

earners of America. Let it go forth to 

the world, my friends, that we will pun- 

ish our enemies, but we will keep our 

trade-unions as they should be kept, the 

instrument to work out the economic 

salvation of labor by virtue of giving 

the workman control of the commodity 

he sells, the life which he lives and the 

conditions under which he works. 

The amendment is destructive of the 

spirit of the report of the committee. 

and I trust it will not prevail. 

Vice President O’Conneli—I happen to 

be one of the men who were quité 

closely associated with the late cam- 

paign. I was one of the committee of 

three selected by the Executive Council 

to conduct the affair. I did not have 

the pleasure of hearing all the addresses 

on this subject as our committee did 

not come to the hall until four o'clock. 

I heard the amendment read, and _ it 

struck me as peculiar that this great 

convention, that the men who are here 

representing every phase of the trades- 

union movement of the country, who 

deal and treat with every subject, who 

pass upon and motions of 

every character and give 

to our people the result—should not be 

able to settle this There is 

no question too great or too small to be 

decided here by the delegates; but now, 

when we have the question of politics— 

a side treat with, a delegate 

here moves that we are not competent 

in this convention to judge on the ,ques- 

tion. It is too big a question for us to 

decide whether we shall or shall) 

politics! We will do all the 

resolutions 

possible hack 

question. 

issue—to 

here 

not go into 

other business, no matter how small or 

how great; we are big enough to handle 

that, but this question we are apparently 

too small to handle, and we must 

go back and ask our people at home 
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what we shall do. I-.say this convention 

is capable of judging what we shall do 

in the future. I maintain that the dele- 

gates here are able to decide what we 

shall do for the interests of our people 

at home. We are here and we have 

heard every discussion on the matter. 

We know what has been done in the 

past, and that is a very good guide for 

the future, and if we are not capable, 

after sitting down day after day and 

listening to arguments on various sub- 

jects, and this one in particular, of 

calmly and coolly judging what is best 

to be done for the people we represent, 

how do you expect them to judge it 

without any consideration at all? 

It has been said here that the thing 

has been a failure. I can imagine who 

said that. The fellow said it who was 

saying all the time we are making fail- 

ures, that we have cold feet all the time. 

He went into the campaign and said 

the men who were sent into one certain 

congressman’s field to defeat him were 

traitors and renegades and impostors. 

He not only said it, but he circulated 

it in newspapers published by these peo- 

ple. He denounced us, and now he 

comes here to ask us to go into politics 
with him? We have not made a fail- 

ure; we have made a most remarkable 

success. It is true we did not have the 

machinery and the funds to compete 

with the great organizations that have 

been in existence for years and years 

in this country, but by diplomatically 

manipulating and handling the machin- 

ery we had on hand we compelled hun- 

dreds of the so-called representatives 

of the people in this country to come to 

us and apologize and beg for mercy for 

the acts they had committed against 
the wage-earning class of this country 

in Congress. It is not always well to 

tell everything you know. There are 

some things a man gannot tell; it isn’t 
good policy; it isn’t good diplomacy; it 

isn’t the tactics of a good politician, 

even. Some things have’ occurred dur- 

ing this campaign that would make 

splendid reading and would make our 

friends—if we could induce them to be- 

lieve that for once we were honest, that 

for once we mean what we say—that 

would make their hair stand on end. 

We have succeeded far beyond our ex- 

pectations. We have, without any great 

effort, elected, I believe, about ten mem- 

‘an enemy of the 
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bers of Congress with trade-union cards 

in their pockets. I do not know how 

many state legislators have been elec- 

ted. I do not know how far-reaching 

our movement is, because we have not 

had time to make an intelligent report 

on the matter, 

Delegate Maloney—I rise to favor the 

report of the committee and to oppose 

the amendment offered by Delegate Dold. 

I very well remember the tactics that 

were used in the Boston convention by 

the Socialist party to get a declaration 

in favor of its principles. I feel con- 

fident that if the amendment offered by 

Delegate Dold is carried, it will mean 

that the Socialist party, from one end 

of this country to another, will go into 

the meeting rooms of the organizations 

and endeavor to have the Americar 

Federation of Labor declare for their 

principles. A’ good cause will always 

have good and wise tactics, while a 

bad cause will always employ mean and 

eruel tactics, You will find that from 

the time the Social Democratic party 

was first organized in Germany a record 

of miserable tactics, lying insinuations 

and foul blackguardism, has stamped the 

Socialist parties of this world as profes- 

sional character assassins. I have read 

papers published by these organizations 

and have yet to find one kind word in 

behalf of the tried and true labor lead- 

ers representing the Americar. Federa- 

tion of Labor. 

I have just these words to say, Mr. 

President, that it is time we aroused 

ourselves. We should have the good 

common sense and courage to stamp 

this political party once and for all as 

trade-union move- 

ment. That party it is that discredits 

our movement. Their leaders are a 

wrangling gang of peanut politicians, 

and their stock in trade is a tirade of - 

abuse and vilifications against the leaders 

of other movements. I hope you will not 

pass the amendment and give them a 

chance to go into our organizations and 

try to have adopted the principles of the 

bitterest enemies organization has in 

America today—the principles of the So- 

cialist party and the principles of the 

Socialist Labor party. 

President Gompers—First, let me say 

something I want every delegate in this 

convention to know. I never for one 
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moment had a consultation with any 

member of the Committee on President’s 

Report during this entire convention. I 

have not appeared before the committee, 

and have not uirectly or indirectly com- 

municated with them concerning the: sub- 

ject-matter of my report. I say this 

so that you may understand: there has 

been no effort on my part, either by 

reason, by argument, by persuasion, or 

in any other way, to uence the minds 

ef the committee. I permitted them to 

discuss the report made by both the 

Executive Council and myself without in 

any way influencing their judgment. The 

report of the committee takes into con- 

sideration the report of the Executive 

Council upon the subject under discus- 

sion. To my mind, the report is com- 

prehensive and is calculated to enhance 

our movement, to advance it, and to 

keep it on such lines as will absolutely 

safeguard it from any danger which 

might otherwise, and would inevitably, 

confront it. 

Insofar as the amendment of Delegate 

Dold is concerned, let me say that if it 

was the result of his mature thought, he 

should have presented it before; if it was 

an afterthought, prepared since the com- 

mittee submitted its report, the matter 

involved is too divergent for ample con- 

sideration by the delegates at this time. 

One part of it says the policy of the Execu- 

tive Council of the American Federation 

of Labor, in the recent campaign, shall 

be submitted to the membership. It does 

not say what policy that is. Every man 

ean in his own local union place his 

construction upon what that policy - is. 

This campaign was not the policy of the 

Executive Council; it is the policy de- 

clared for, time after time, by the Ameri- 

ean Federation of Labor. It is the policy 

declared for in our local unions, in our 

central bodies, and in our state federa- 

tion and international union conventions. 

You will notice that the report of the 

Executive Council calls attention to the 

successive steps and the successive 

declaration of policy of the American 

Federation of Labor, and the instructions 

given the Executive Council from time to 

time as to what policy it should pursue. 

I want now to present to you some of 

the things that have been said, and some 

of the things that have been left un- 

said, in this convention and elsewhere. 

I want at the ov‘cet to say to Delegate 
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Walker that I exclude him from the con- 
sideration of the matters I want to pre- 

sent. I believe he would act as he has 

declared he would in the event the labor 

movement determined upon any political 

party policy; but I call his attention to the 

fact that when he goes home h: may find 

himself in the position in which another 

delegate to this convention found him- 

self in quite recently. I refer to Dele- 

gate Whitlam of the Cleveland Central 

Body, who made a similar declaration. 

of the local to which Mr. 

Whitlam belonged was nominated as a 

member of the Ohio legislature. Mr. Whit- 

lam declared he was going to vote for the 

member of his union for the legislature 

and for that he was expelled from the 

Socialist party. 

A member 

Let me call attention to the fact that 

- the report of the committee deals, in the 

most practical way, with the very thing 

Delegate Dold has in mind in his amend- 

ment. It is that, practically, the sub- 

ject-matter is referred to the central 

bodies and the local unions in the vari- 

ous localities to do what their judgment 

tells them to be wise, and to leave un- 

done the things they believe to be un- 

wise. 

But to revert to the things that have 

been said and left unsaid here and else- 

where: I hold in my hand a clipping 

from a Socialist paper, and I want to 

eall your attention to the statements 

made to a delegate to this convention. A 

week after the close of the Pittsburg 

convention of the American “Federation 

of Labor, Delegate Berger of Milwaukee 

who is the editor of the Social Demo- 

cratic Herald, makes this complimentary 

reference to your humble servant, and 
to another: 

“And most undoubtedly the American 

Federation of Labor shows signs of decay 

in spite of the mighty numbers marched 

forth in the reports of Gompers and 

Mitchell. All its proceedings are senile. 

Sam Gompers, the President and leading 

spirit, has more and more developed into 

an empty, self-complacent old fool.” 

I want you to note that complimentary 
reference, 

He goes on to say further, “and Gom- 

pers never cared as long as President 

McKinley deigned to speak to him, or 

Mark Hanna slapped him cn the back 

Yes, and called him a good fellow. 
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Gompers always was a good fellow—for 

the capitalists.”’ 

Further on he says: 

“Gompers himself wants to uphold and 

protect the present capitalist system 

against the economic system of labor, 

against Socialism. That is his mission in 

life, besides holding a well-paid, fat and 

mighty easy office.” 

I hold in my hand copies of other 

papers of a similar calibre, with the names 

of which [| shall not attempt to burden 

you. I wantto call your attention to 

the similarity of language used by di- 

vergent persons. First I will read a 

clipping from the Social Democratic 

Herald of which our friend Berger is 

editor: 

“It is the only kind of politics that 

pays—for the leaders.” 

Then I want to read a statement made 

by the Parry-Post official journal: 

“Mr. Gompers is as strong in his great 

mission and is inspired by as lofty a pur- 

his salary pays for.’”’ You will 

note exactly similar are the views 

and expressions of the gentleman who 

wants to direct the policy of this organ- 

ization and the views of Mr. Post in his 

official 

pose as 

how 

paper. 

I quote this that you may know whether 

the men in the labor movement who 

are entrusted with its affairs are sland- 

ered at every opportunity that presents 

itself to these people. 

Is it true that I have forced or dragged 

tiu.s movement into the political arena? 

Are all the declarations of this Federation 

reported to nothing? Is it not 

true that this is simply a _ parrot-like 

repetition of the accusations of 

enemy in the capitalist class against our 

movement? 

you as 

every 

alf other countries are to be compared 

to ours and to be held up as examples for 

us to follow, we ought to inquire into 

the tangible results achieved, by the work- 

ing men of those countries and the work- 

men of our own. No man in this 

country or elsewhere is more dissatisfied 

and impatient with the results achieved 

than am I. It is because we are de- 

termined to secure the very best results 

for our working people that we pursue 

policies and make declarations and carry 

them into execution. This country of ours 

is not half good enough for the Ameri- 

ing 
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can working man and woman, and we in- 

tend to make it better; but because it has 

not attained the standard that we aim 

to achieve is no reason why we shouid 

befoul our’ own nests, 

We are asking from Congress and from 

our legislatures only the things we can- 

not secure ourselves, and one of the 

principal things for which we.are con- 

tending is, what? A free play for the 

lawful and natural functions of the trade- 

union movement. And one of the great, 

conspicuous opponents to that right have 

we sought to defeat. Well, we did not 

defeat him, but it was not through any 

assistance of the party of which Mr. 

Berger is a member that our effort re- 

sulted, even in a moral victory. I shall 

not go into the details of that campaign, 

but men have said to me, and I shall say 

it here before this 

thing I have not yet said, ‘How can you 

advocate the election of Mr. McGillicuddy? 

Mr. Littlefield’s conspicuous opponent, the 

only man who had a chance to defeat 
him?” 

convention, as some- 

Let me tell you. I never said one word 

in print or ppon the platform that could 

be construed into an advocacy of the 

election of Mr. McGillicuddy. He wag the 

only man who stood any chance of de- 

feating Littlefield, if he was to be de- 

feated at all. Mr. McGillicuddy had pledged 

himself to the American Federation of 

4zabor to stand for the labor measures for 

which that organization stands. That was 

one of the things I could not say on the 

platform, for there was quite a disaffec- 

tion in the district that might have re- 

tained for .Mr, Littlefield votes which 

might otherwise be cast against him. Was 

I going to drag,in that utterance and hurt 

the opportunity that itself of 

trying to defeat the the 

sponsor for all the things against which 

our this 

man was re-elected, even by a small vote, 

a few nights ago in New York City he 

presented 

man who was 

movement protests? Because 

denounced 

who 

relieve us from the 

Don’t you think it 

would have been, not only a gracious act, 

but an act in the interest of the working 

act in the interest of our 

if for the time being the So- 

party had said: 

denounced me and: he every 

man in this stands for a 

bill that 

noxious 

country 

will ob- 

injunction. 

class, and an 

country, 

cialist 
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“We will defeat this man by all means, 
and temporarily at least, we will cast our 

fots with you to do it.” 

But they did not do that. 

I went into Indiana and one of the gen- 

tlemen who was most courteous to me and 

most cordial, a member of the reception 

eommittee, was our friend and brother 

Delegate Skemp. I spoke there, not for 

the Democratic candidate, but against 

Judge Crumpacker’s election, because he 

had not only opposed special legislation in 

the interest of labor, but he had juggled 

with a measure and deceived the Congress 

of the United States with a pretended 

investigation of the labor condition of 

the women and children of our country. 

I confess my astonishment that Mr. 

Skemp should have seemed so pleased 

with my going to his district to pursue 

the course I did and then finding that he 

later attacked that very course. 

Mr. Berger says I wrote a _ let- 

ter to Mr. Carey, candidate for Con- 

gress. I think that if Mr. Berger will 

refresh his memory he will admit that 

the letter addressed to Mr. Carey was 

favoring his nomination. I did not say a 

word after he had secured the nomina- 

tion. Mr. Carey is a member in good 

standing of the Order of Railway Teleg- 

raphers, an organization affiliated with 

the American Federation of Labor. The 
national officers of that organization de- 

elared he was trustworthy in every way 

and true to the interests of labor. Later 

I learned that he had been elected sheriff 

of the county and that he did not have 

the union label upon the bread he fed 

the prisoners. Surely, I regret that, but 

I remember also that in California there 

was a Congressman elected by labor, and 

by the people of one of the districts, Ed- 

ward J. Livernash. No man in the en- 

tire history of legislation in any body 

stood more steadfastly or more ably than 

did Edward J. Livernash for the interests 

of labor. For more than four months he 

was engaged in arguing the case of street 

railway men before an arbitration board, 
and it is common knowledge to all those 

whom it may concern that he devoted that 

entire time without a dollar of compen- 

sation, practically speaking, without care 

of himself, to win that case. Then when 

he was coming away from a conference 

meeting to go to a public speaking, he 

went into a store to buy a collar. He 

went to a store which kept open later 
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than the union rule provided for, but he 

bought the collar in order to make a pres 

sentable at the meeting he 

was going to address in the interest of la- 

bor. That caused his defeat. The defeat 

of Congressman Livernash in the election 

appearance 

two years ago gave labor the severest blow 

it ever received, as far as deraticn 

at the hands of 

There is not a congressman who either f2- 

vors or has not held 

that up to every one with whom he has 

come in contact, myself included. 

Congress is concerned. 

opposes labor who 

It is said that light has dawned 

our benighted minds. Well, we are not 

beyond learning. The difficulty with some 

people is that they know it all. When 

a man reacheS the stage where he knows 

it all, it is impossible for him to leara 

anything. 

upon 

It is true we did not defeat as many 

men as we should like to have done, but 

I want to tell you what we did. We put 
the fear of God into them. We cut down 

their majorities, we cut down their plu- 

ralities, and I have Delegate Walker's 

statement for my warrant in saying that 

he, as candidate of the Socialists in 

Uncle Joe’s district, as the candidate en- 

dorsed by the labor of the city and of the 

state, was approached by smiling Uncle 

Joe, both before and after the election. 

JIncle Joe was never more profuse. no 

man was ever more profuse in his deciara- 
tion as to what he would do for labor than 

was Mr. Cannon. I refer to this to contrast 

it with the boastfulness of the 

the beginning. 

man in 

I tell you this campaign has had magi- 

cal results. I want to sfake whatever 

reputation I have as a prophet that not 

only in the Sixtieth Congress will this 

campaign be felt, but it will be felt in the 

last days of the present Congress. Our op- 

ponents will not be so arrogant toward the 

representative of labor as they have been 

in the past. 

It is an 

honor and manhood of the 

of this Federation to that we 

bent the knee to any man, no matter 

whether he was a Congressmay, a Senator 

or the President of the United States. 

The representatives of labor have man- 

fully with ability they 

are possessed, presented the cause of 

labor with dignity and strength of char- 

acter, and under no *wircumstances have 

we ever truckled the good name of our 

improper aspersion upon the 

representatives 

say ever 

and whatever 
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movement to any of them. Let any one 
who imagines we have, read the reports 

ef the hearings, and I venture to say he 

will be imbued with the notion that we 

stood for what we believed to be right 

and for the measures we were instructed 

by you to advocate, 

In my judgment, the report of the com- 

mittee covers the subject fully, safely, 

and means progress and success, giving to 

us every opportunity to do that which 

will bring tangible results in the advance- 

ment of our movement. 

Delegate Harrison—I want to add one 

sentence to the sentiments expressed by 

President Gompers. I want to implore 

you, I want to entreat you, not to crucify 

the cause of trade-unionism upon a cross 
ef political activity. 
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Delegate Ramsay—A_ reflection was 

made upon one of the members of my 

organization—Congressman-elect Carey. I 

want to say that Mr. Carey was not re- 

sponsible for the purchase of the non- 

union bread that was fed to the prisoners 
in the jail as charged by Mr. Berger, 

and he ought to know it. 

On motion of Delegate Warner debate 

was closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Dold was lost. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the Committee on President’s Report was 

carried. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 9 a. m. Wednesday, November 21st. 



NINTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

9 a. m., Wednesday, November  2ist, 

President Gompers in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 

vious session was dispensed with. 

Absentees—Kline, Dunn, James, 
«J. F.), Walls, Law, Richardson, 
@. M.), Kennedy (W. E.), Comerford, 
McKee, Cumming, Koch, Tarr, Wulff, 
Johnson, Keefe, Walsh, Creamer, Warner, 
Ireland, Freeman, Wilson (W. B.), Demp- 
sey, Wilson (Jas.), Gudbrandsen, Dix, 
Shepard, McMorrow, Garvey, Kirk, Clark 
{W. M.), Heberling, Flood, Barry, Dona- 
ghue, Raasch, Powell, Fischer (H.), Mc-r 
Andrews, Morgan, Byrne, Stoner, Roth- 
well, Muendlein, Joyce, Grant, Campbell, 
Zihlman, Hedly,_ Burgess (Catherine), 
Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Whitney, Basenberg, Van Lear, Noonan, 
Porter, O’Neill, Fitzpatrick, Glenn, Sum- 
merville, Hill, Saylor, Botham, Voll, 
Woodmansee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), 
Jones, Hargan, D’ Alessandro. 

Casey 
Barnes 

Delegate Furuseth, for the Committee 

on President’s Report: Your committee 

has concluded consideration of the Pres- 

ident’s Report, and will now submit our 

recommendations on a number of reso- 

lutions referred to the committee. 

The committee recommended as a sub- 

stitute for the following resolution, That 

the Executive Council be instructed to 

tabulate the results of the last campaign 

from the labor standpoint, and that such 

tabulation be published: 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate E. Gerry 

the Brockton (Mass.) Central 

Labor Union: 

Brown, of 

RESOLVED, That a committee of such 
number as the convention may detere 
mine be appointed to report the results 
of political action initiated by organized 
labor in the various states of the recent 
campaign; also, to consider an@ report 
what kind of organization is most ef- 
fective whereby labor, when it desires, 
can take political action as an auxiliary 
force without endangering or committing 
unions as organizations. 

On motion of Delegate Ryan (W. D.) 

the report of the committee was con- 

curred in. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 11—By Delegate John FL 
Ream, of the Iowa State Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Iowa Federation of 
Labor, at its convention held in Ottum- 
wa, in May, 1906, condemned Federal 
Judge Smith McPherson for his unfair 
and ‘unjust treatment of the striking ma- 
chinists of the Santa Fe railroad, and 
his evident partiality to that corporation; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Iowa Federation is hereby endorsed, and 
the Executive Council is urged to con- 
tinue its efforts in the next session of 
congress for the passage of the anti-in- 
junction bill. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 4—By Delegate F. C. 
Lippert, of the Trades and Labor As-~ 

sembly, Sioux Falls, (S. D.): 

WHEREAS, The labor conditions of 
South Dakota have been on the down 
grade for some time past, and all but 
the old and tried unions are threatened 
with complete extinction by the organ- 
ization of citizen alliances, business men’s 
associations, etc., with which the now 
organized bodies are unable to cope with- 
out assistance; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully ask 
the Executive Council of the Federation 
of Labor to be instructed to appoint an 
organizer under salary to work in the 
State of South Dakota for a period of 
three or six months, as the Executive 
Council deems advisable. 

On motion the report of the committee 
Was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that the 
following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 15—By 
tiago Iglesias: 

WHEREAS, The United States con- 
gress refuses to recognize the citizens of 
Porto Rico as such and guarantee them 
full constitutional rights—the absolute 
right to be American citizens—and re- 
fuses to extend such rights to the Porto 
Ricans, and 

WHEREAS, The only hope of the work- 
ing people and all the peoplc ~~ che Is- 
land of Porto Rico for improvement lies 

Delegate San- 

(205) 
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in the wise and beneficent and fair pol- 
icy which the government of the United 
States has in its power to confer and 
should by right confer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urges upon the congress 
of the United States the extension of 
the principle of self-government to the 
people of Porto Rico; that the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 
cause to be introduced into congress a 
bill having for its purpose the establish- 
ment of self-government for Porto Rico; 
therefore, be it 

@ RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the 
Foraker act under which the present gov- 
ernment of Porto Rico is established pro- 
vides that the executive officers of the 
different Gepartments of Porto Rico shall 
constitute the ‘‘Executive Council’ of 
the island, and the Council exercises the 
functions of both a legislative and execu- 
tive character, we urge an amendment 
to said act which shall give to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico the right to elect the 
oxecutive Council instead of as now its 
members are appointed by the President 
ef the United States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in the meantime 
and at any time, when any officer of the 
Government of Porto Rico is appointed 
by the President of the United States, the 
said appointee shall be a Porto Rican or 
an American bona fide resident of Porto 
Rico; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor demands that the na- 
tional house of representatives recognize 
the people of Porto Rico as American 
citizens, and guarantee them the same 
rights and privileges possessed by the 
people of all other states and territories 
of this great nation; therefore, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That this convention of 
the American Federation of Labor pledges 
to the working people and all the people 
of Porto Rico its sympathy, co-opera- 
tion and best efforts to secure for them 
the relief and the just rights to which 
they are entitled. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended non-con- 

eurrence in Resolution No. 47, because the 

following had been considered and con- 

eurred in: 

Resolution No. 63—By Delegate James 
Duncan, of the Granite Cutters’ Inter- 
rational Association: 

“WHEREAS, The delegates to the Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, convention of the 
A, F. of L., Nov. 1906, in convention as- 
sembled, believe that action which makes 
for the peace of nations is intimately 
bound up with the welfare of the work- 
ers of all nations, and that labor should 
make an organized effort to aid the 
movement for arbitration of international 
disputes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby 
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instructed to send a copy of this reso- 
lution to each local union affiliated there- 
to and to each local union of affiliated na- 
tional and international bodies, also to ev- 
ery affiliated central body and _ state 
branch and notify them that it is the 
sense of this convention that each local 
union, central and state body should 
communicate with their representatives 
in congress asking whether they belong 
to or are in sympathy with the arbitra- 
tion group and requesting them and the 
President of the United States to give 
the support of our government to the 
resolutions of the Interparliamentary Un- 
ion, regarding the subjects to be dis- 
cussed at the second Hague conference, 
- the end that there shall be establish- 
ed: 

1 Immunity of private property at sea 
in time of war; 

2 <A general arbitration treaty; 

3 <A periodic world assembly; 
4 Impartial investigation of 

culties before hostilities 
between nations. 

all diffi- 
are engaged im 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 64—By Delegate James 
Duncan of the G. C. I. A.: 

WHEREAS, There has not been any 
immigration legislation since our last 
convention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this convention, 
last year’s immigration 
the previous demand 
restrictive 
firmed. 

that 
resolutions, and 

for more adequate 
immigration laws, be reaf- 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee reported that the fol- 

lowing resolution was covered by the re- 

port of the committee: 

Resolution No. 79—By Delegate Robt. 

S. Maloney, of Lawrence (Mass.) Cen- 

tral Labor Union: 

‘RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Organization be empowered to consider 
and report recommendations or sugges- 
tions on organization for political ac- 
tion. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The committee reported that it found 

the legislation asked for by the following 

resolution inexpedient: 

Resolution No. 85—By Delegate William 

Corless, of the Scranton (Pa.) Cen‘ral 

Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That the American }ked- 
eration of Labor send a representative 
into the colonies of the Australian Fed- 
eration to make a study of labor con- 
ditions existing there; and particularly 
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as to the labor political movement, and 
labor legislation secured during recent 
years in the colonies; said representative 
to report the results of his labors at the 
next convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

Delegate Corless spoke at length in fa- 

vor of the resolution and also spoke of 

the condition of organized labor in Aus- 

tralia. The question was further dis- 

eussed by Delegate Furuseth, who op- 

posed the adoption of the resolution. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended concur- 

rence in Resolution No. 99, when amended 

to read as follows, and also recommended 

that the address by the San Francisco 

Labor Council that accompanied the res- 

elution be published in the American 

Federationist: 

Resolution No. 99—By Delegate J. J. 
O’Neil, of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 

cil: 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in twenty-sixth annual 
eonvention assembled, that we earnestly 
protest against the contemplated viola- 
tion of the Chinese Exclusion Law, the 
Contract Labor Law and the Thirteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States by the Panama Canal Com- 
mission, acting apparently with the con- 
sent and approval of the Executive De- 
partment of the Federal Government. 

RESOLVED, That we commend and 
endorse the address to the American peo- 
yle on this subject issued by the San 
rancisco Labor Council and hereby di- 

rect the Executive Council to take up 
this matter with the Executive of the 
government at the earliest day practi- 
eable and urge compliance with the laws 
and policy of our country in the con- 
struction of the Panama Canal. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in, and 

that the Legislative Committee be in- 

structed to urge the passage of the bill 

now pending in Congress: 

Resolution No. 100—By Delegate J. J. 
O’Neil, of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil: 

WHEREAS, The grave menace to our 
institutions—governmental and industrial 
—which Chinese labor constituted prior 
to the enactment and enforcement of the 
Chinese Exclusion Law is insignificant 
vyhen compared with the evils that are 
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certain to follow unrestricted immigratioa 
to the United States and its territories 
of Japanese; and 

WHEREAS, Official records show that 
immigration of Japanese to our country 
is rapidly increusing; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, ‘that we reaffirm the poe 

sition on the subject of Oriental immigra- 
tion taken by this Federation at its 
twenty-fifth annual session as expressed 
in the following resolutions: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, greatly allayed by the passage and 
enforcement of the Chinese xclusion 
Act, has been succeeded by an evil simi- 
lar in general character, but much more 
threatening in its possibilities, to-wit: 
The immigration to the United States 

and its insular territory of large and 
increasing numbers of Japanese and Ko- 
rean laborers; and 

WHEREAS, American public sentiment 
against the immigration of Chinese la- 
bor, as expressed and crystallized in the 
enactment of the Chinese Exc!usion Act, 
finds still stronger justificati.n in de- 
manding prompt and adequate measures 
of protection against the immigration of 
Japanese and Korean labor, on the 
grounds: (1) that the wage and living 
Standard of such labor are dangerous to 
and must, if granted recognition, in the 
United States, prove destructive of the 
American standards in these essential 
respects; (2) that a racial incompati- 
bility, as between the people of the Orient 
and the United States, presents problems 
of race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion of these Oriental races in our insular 
territory in the Pacific, and the threat- 
ened and partly accomplished extension 
of that system to the Pacific Coast, and 
other western localities of the United 
States, constitutes a standing danger, not 
only to the domestic peace, but to the 
continuance of friendly relations between 
the nations concerned; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be enlarged 
and extended so as to permanently ex- 
clude from the United States and its in- 
sular territory all classes of Japanese and 
Koreans, other than those exempted by 
the present terms of that Act; further, 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration and 
action by that body. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommermed that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 105—By Delegate John 

F. Tobin: 

WHEREAS, The second Hague Con- 
ference is to give the world an unprec- 
edented opportunity to promote world 
Sennen and prevent we therefore, 
e it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its annual convention, 
hereby requests all state and central and 
local unions to write to their congress- 
men and inquire whether they have not 
joined or will not join the Arbitration 
Group in congress and whether they will 
not do all in their power to promote the 
approval, by our government, of the 
recommendations of the Interparliament- 
ary Union regarding the second Hague 
Conference, to the end that there be es- 
tablished: (1) a general arbitration 
treaty; (2) immunity of private prop- 
erty at sea in time of war; (38) propor- 
tional) limitation of armaments; (4) a 
stated World Assembly; (5) impartial 
investigation and report to the world of 
causes of war between two nations be- 
fore hostilities can be declared; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That this convention re- 
spectfully requests the President of the 
United States to use his utmost efforts 
toward the acceptance of the recommen- 
dations of the Interparliamentary Union 
at the Hague Conference; and, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That each 
State, Central and Local 
quested to ask President 

International, 
union be re- 
Roosevelt to 

accept in their entirety the recommenda- 
tions of the Interparliamentary Union, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee reported the legislation 

asked for in the following resolution to 

be inexpedient. 

Resolution No. 147—C. T. 

G. Workers of America: 

Tar, A. W. 

On account of the vast and unlimited 
harm being done to the wage-earner 
throughout this country by the trusts and 
corporations controlling the prices of 
living commodities, and 

WHEREAS, The wages have not in- 
creased proportionately as the cost of 
living has raised; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its President 
and executive officers be authorized and 
committed to any course either political 
or otherwise that may be the means of 
counteracting or of utterly destroying all 
trusts and corporations, inimical to the 
welfare of the wage-earner, and to this 
end the funds of the A. F. of L. may be 
used at the discretion of the President 
and Executive Council. 

On motion the report of the committee 

Was concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth—That is all the re- 

port the committee has to make. I move 

the adoption of the report as a whole. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Iglesias asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to make a 

motion. No objection being offered, 
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Delegate Iglesias moved that the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of La- 
bor be authorized to send a cablegram to 

President Roosevelt, while he is in Porto 

Rico, acquainting him with the action of 

the convention and asking him to favor- 

ably consider the subject of self-govern- 

ment in Porto Rico; also to consider 

any action that will tend to the better- 

ment of the people of that island. 

The motion was seconded and carried 

by a unanimous vote, 

President Gompers—The hour of ten 

having arrived the special order of busi- 

ness will be taken up,—the report of the 

Committee on Grievances. 

(T. L.), for the Com- 
Grievances, reported as fol- 

Delegate Lewis 

mittee on 

lows: 

REPORT OF GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 21, 1906. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor. 

We, your committee appointed to con 

sider the grievances presented to this 

convention, have given a hearing to al 

parties interested, and after a careful 

review of the different subjects in dis- 

pute, present for your consideration the 

following report: 

CARPENTERS—WOOD WORKERS. 

The controversy between the United 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and the Amale 

gamated Wood Workers has become very 

acute, President Gompers, in accordance 

with the instructions of the last Con- 

vention, devoted several days to a con- 

ference with the representatives of botia 

organizations, but they were unable te 

agree either upon a working agreement, 

co-operation or amalgamation. 

Not only has the 

bitter between the 

strife become n.ore 

membership of these 

respective organizations, but it has re- 

sulted in one of them declaring unfair 

a firm in which the other organization 

has an agreement for the conducting of 

a union under union conditions. 

When a jurisdiction dispute between twe 

organizations reaches such an acute 

stage, that it not only involves the mem- 

bership but also employers who are de- 

cidedly inclined to be fair toward labor 

and particularly toward organized labor, 

it reaches a stage which makes us halt 

shop 
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and think whether such a course does 
not vitiate much of the good resulting 

from our organized effort. Surely, the 

interests of our fellow workers are not 

advanced by such a procedure. 

a loss as to the course to 

pursue other than to impress upon all 

the necessity of making heroic efforts 

for the purpose of adjusting inter-union 

differences whether of jurisdiction or 

otherwise. In any event, fairly inclined 

employers should not be placed in a 

position of becoming innocent sufferers 

from our internal contentions. 

We are at 

Resolution No. 91—By Delegates of the 

Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Interna- 

tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The Genera] Council of 
the Amuigamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of America, n session 
in Chicago, November 7th, 1: ‘received 
numerous protests from lo inions 
against tie Executive Council of the 
American [ederation of Labor for failing 
to carry out the specific instructions of 
the San Francisco convention, relatiye to 
the revocation of the charter of the Unit- 
ed Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America; and 

WHISREAS, Said General Council gave 
t} delegates from the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union to 
the Pittsburg convention explicit instruc- 
tions to ask for a strict compliance with 
the decision of said convention, whicu 
ordered the revocation of the charter of 
the United Brotherhood in the event of 
the United Brotherhood failing to adhere 
to the Downey Decision; and 

WHEREAS, It was agreed between the 
Wood Workers and Carpenters’ delegates 
to the Pittsburg convention that the said 
request should be withdrawn and that a 
conference should be held in the city of 
Indianapolis during the following Jan- 
vary for the purpose of devising ways 
and means to bring about a solution of 
the lamentable controversy that has not 
only. been injurious to the organizations 
involved, but that has been detrimental 
to the general labor movement. It be- 
ing understood that the integrity and 
entity of the Amalgamated Wood Work- 
ers should not be impaired; and 

WHEREAS, The conference, consisting 
ef four Woodworkers’ representatives, 
four Carpenters’ representatives and the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor failed to come to any satisfactory 
understanding, a sub-committee consist- 
ing of 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
3E WILLIAM D. HU! 

D. D. MULCAHY, 

Presidents of the American Federation of 
Labor, United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and Amalgamated Wood 
Workers, respectively, were appointed to 
devise some method by which an under- 
standing could be reached; an? 

> R, 
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WHEREAS, The proposition submitted 
by the committee wus rejected by a vote 
of six to two; two carpenters’ voting 
against it; the understanding being that 
a majority of both delegations should 
favor a proposition before its being adopt- 
ed; and 

WHEREAS, The United Erotherhood 
of Carpenters, through their officers and 
agents, acting under instructions of their 
general officials, have maintained a per- 
sistent warfare against the Am: mated 
Union, going so far as to encourage se- 
cession; the open shop and boycotting 
union concerns for no other reason tl 
because they had written agreement 
with the Amalgamated Wood Workers’ 
Unions. Their tactics have had a ten- 
dency to disorganize labor forces and 
ass those host?! to the joint trade 
agreement and thus contribute towards 
a possible tendency among emplofers in 
favor of the open shop; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention or- 
der the immediate suspension of the char- 
ter of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners. That said charter 
remain suspended until they agree in 
writing to abide by the Downey Award 
—an award which was approved by the 
Boston convention and was re-approved 
by the convention held in San Francisco. 

With reference to the unfortunate con- 

troversy that has existed between the 

Carpenters and Wood Workers’ Organiza- 

able to report 

that prospects for a permanent settlement 

of the differences are practically 

upon the 

tions, your committee is 

assured, 

as they have agreed following 

proposition: 

the United 

and Joiners n 

Workers’ that 

upon the 

and it is further 

between 

Carpenters 

Wood 

take 

It is agreed 

therhood of 

the Amalgamated 

amalgamation s! place 

terms herein provided, 

agreed: a 

Executive 

Federation 

representative, shall supervise the 
ful carrying out of this agreement 

and in the spirit, 

That the Council f the 

American rt of Labor, 

in the letter which 

tended to 

heretofore 

any 

harmonize and_ solidify 

conflicting interests, and that 

evasion or violation of the agree- 

organization shall merit 

the immediate revocation of the charter 

or charters; and the Executive Council 

is hereby instructed to act with prompt- 

ness and firmness. 

ment by either 

shall take 

November 

1. Complete 

place within 

1, 1906. 

amalgamation 

two years from 

2. The officers, or their successors and 

the organizers of the Amalgamated Wood 

Workers shall supervise and manage the 
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affairs of the Wood Workers’ Internation- 

al Union until amalgamation takes place. 

3. Wood Workers, such as are now 

claimed by the Amalgamated Wood 

Workers, shall, wherever practicable, be 

organized under a charter of either or- 

ganization of their choice. 

4. That Wood Workers and Carpen- 

ters may join in mixed locals under the 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters in 
centers where there are not sufficient 

numbers to maintain separate charters. 

attached to the 

shall remain in 

consummation 

5. Local unions now 

organizations in interest 

such affiliation until the 

of the amalgamation. 

6. In case of a strike or lockout, in- 

volving the members of the Amalgamated 

Wood Workers, after vote is taken and 

approved to amalgamate, if the funds of 

the Amalgamated Wood Workers are 

sufficient to support their members in 

the trade controversy, the funds of the 

United Brotherhood shall not be called 

upon to defray said expenses, but if the 

funds be insufficient and the proposed 

trade-movement or lockout be approved 

by the General Executive Board of the 

United Brotherhood, it shall be sup- 

ported out of the funds of the United 

Brotherhood. 

7. All trade-agreements of the Amal- 

gamated Wood Workers and _ United 

Brotherhood in force on November 1, 1906, 

shall be respected and lived up to by all 

concerned except the clauses specifying 

members of the United Brotherhood or 

members of the Amalgamated Wood 

Workers. New agreements shall not ex- 

tend beyond November 1, 1908, the max- 

imum period of this amalgamation. Mem- 

bers of either organization can work 

in shops where such agreements exist 

without violating this contract. 

8. This agreement is subject to ratifi- 

cation by both organizations in accord- 

ance with their respective laws. 

9. All hostilities of whatever nature 

between the two organizations shall im- 

mediately terminate and be withdrawn as 

an evidence of good faith, without dis- 

crimination to the members of either or- 

ganization. 

10. It is herewith agreed that this 

plan of amalgamation be submitted and 

recommended for adoption to both or- 

ganizations by the Executive Officers rep- 

resenting each. 

PROCEEDINGS 

Signed for United Brotherhood of ¢ 

penters and Joiners by: 

WM. D. HUBER, 

T. M. GUERIN, 

FRANK DUFFY; 

Signed for Amalgamated Wood Workers’ 

Union by: 
D. D. MULCAHY, 

RICH BRAUNSCHW & 

CHAS. F. GEBELEIN. 

Witness: JOHN F. TOBIN. 

Your committee recommends the 

dorsement by this convention of tie 

agreement entered into by the represen! - 

tives of the Carpenters and Wood Wer::- 

ers’ Organizations. 

Your committee further recommends 

that the President of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor be instructed to immedi- 

ately issue an Official circular to the lo- 

eal unions of both organizations and 

parties interested, stating that all hos- 

tilities in connection with the controversy 

of the Carpenters and Wood Workers’ 

Organizations shall cease forthwith. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 
4 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 

Gebelein, Duffy, Johannsen, McKinlay, 

Lewis (T. L.), Braunschweig, Lucas, 

O’Connell and Tobin. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was then carried, with but one 

dissenting vote. 

Delegate Crampton—I desire to be yve- 

corded as neutral, reserving all rights in 

the premises. 

SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 

“The controversy relative to the Seamen 

and Longshoremen was investigated and 

an effort made at adjustment by arbitra- 

tion, but President Gompers has been 

so engrossed with important duties re- 

quiring his consideration and always im- 

mediate attention, that he has. been un- 

able to reach the matter, in order to give 

a fair and comprehensive award. 

With reference to the jurisdiction dis- 

pute between the Seamen and the Long- 

shoremen, your committee has decided 

that it has no jurisdiction over this case, 

for the reason that the arbitrator agreed 

upon by the two organizations has not 

yet rendered a decision. 
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A motion was made and_ seconded 

that the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

Delegate Furuseth—I desire to move as 

an addition to the report: 'That this con- 

vention expresses its surprise and dis- 

approval of the action of the Longshore- 

men in continuing throughout the coun- 

try to use the name “International Long- 

shoremen, Marine and Transport Work- 

ers,”’ in violation of the decision of the 

American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Harrison moved to lay the mo- 

tion of Delegate Furuseth upon the table. 

The chairman announced that Dele- 

gate Furuseth’s motion had not been sec- 

ended. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

PAINTERS—CAR WORKERS. 

Shortly after the close of the last con- 

vention the officers of the Brotherhood 

of Painters, Decorators and Paperhang- 

ers of America, and the International As- 

sociation of Car Workers, were officially 

notified of the action of the convention, 

and they were urged to carry out the 

instructions contained in the resolution 

adopted upon the subject of the contro- 

versy between them. Considerable cor- 

respondence resulted in the effort to ad- 

just this difference, but thus far without 

much practical result. For your informa- 

tion we quote an excerpt from a letter 

received from the officers of the Car 

Workers. It is as follows: 

“While it was thé decision of that con- 
vention that Car Painters are not eligible 
to membership in our organization, we 
are not, at present, in a position to en- 
force that decision, owing to the fact 
that our members are not fully organ- 
ized in the railroad shops throughout the 
country, and at our inception the Paint- 
ers’ Organization had never put forth 
any effort, only in isolated cases, to or- 
ganize the Painters in those railroad 
shops, and the men naturally, being eager 
to organize them, they came under our 
banner, believing that they could gain 
some advantage by so doing. Since or- 
ganizing the Painters, the Painters’ Or- 
ganization have put forth their appeal 
that they are entitled to such men, but 
I have no knowledge at present of where 
they have put forth any effort to organize 
them, but just wish to take them away 
from us. 

“We are not operating any ‘closed 
shops,’ as it is very hard to get a rail- 
road corporation to abide by a ‘closed 
shop.’ Therefore, we are not in a po- 
sition to command those men to join 
the Painters’ Organization, and from per- 
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sonal conversations which I have had 
with painters employed in railroad shops, 
they believe that their interests are best 
served in our organization.”’ 

this subject in its We report upon 

present status for your information. 

In regard to the controversy between 

the Painters and Car Workers’ Organi- 

zations, your committee recommends that 

the Executive Council is instructed to 

carry into effect the decisions of former 

conventions on this subject. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

PAPER MAKERS—PULP, SULPHIT# 

AND PAPER MILL WORKERS. 

At our March meeting an application 

for a charter for the Pulp, Sulphite and 

Paper Mill Workers’ International Union 

was received, the President and Secretary 

of the Brotherhood of Paper Makers of 

America appearing in opposition. 

After hearing all parties in interest we 

decided that both parties should come 

together in a convention to be held in 

Dayton, Ohio, and that a representative 

of the Executive Council attend thai 

convention for the purpose of bringing 

about a satisfactory amalgamation. The 

convention was held in Dayton, Ohio, 

on May 14th, Secretary Morrison repre- 

senting the Executive Council. The re- 

sult desired was not accomplished. 

At the June meeting tne matter was 

again brought up. We decided that a 

conference should be held between the 

representatives of both organizations for 

the purpose of coming to an understand- 

ing in regard to jurisdiction, which would 

permit the issuance of the charter and 

if it failed to come to an understanding, 

the disputed points be decided by arbitra- 

tion. 

A question of jurisdiction having arisen 

in a paper plant in Maine, the represenia- 

tives of both organizations appeared be- 

fore an arbitration committee of three, 

among whom was an organizer of the 

American Federation of Labor, Mr. T. F. 

Tracy. This committee met in Boston, 

and it was suggested by a representative 

of the Pulp and Sulphite Workers that 

the whole question of jurisdiction be ar- 

bitrated by this committee. The repre- 

sentatives of the Brotherhood of Parer 

Makers claimed that the late convertion 

in Dayton, Ohio, had instructed them ‘y 
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resolution to enter into no negotiations 

with any other organization in the paper 

making industry and that it was im- 

possible to consider the request. It was 

finally agreed that all hostilities should 

cease and that the President of the 

Brotherhood of Paper Makers should sub- 

mit the proposition to a referendum vote 

of the membership for their favorable 

recommendation. We understand that 

this referendum vote was taken, but was 

averse to the proposition. 

Prior to the time arriving for the re- 

eonvening of the arbitration board, it 

became evident that the organizer of the 

Federation, on account of other import- 

ant business, would be unable to take 

any further part in the arbitration. The 

name of another organizer, Mr. Frank 

McCarthy, was suggested to the repre- 

sentatives of both organizations to take 

his place. Replies were received from the 

Presidents of contending organizations 

approving the name_ submitted. The 

arbitration board again met in Boston 

on September 15th, and although Presi- 

dent Carey, in a communication dated 

September 13th stated: “We have no 

objection whatever to offer to his acting 

as arbiter,’”’ upon the assembling of the 

board of arbitration, he immediately 

entered a protest against the change. 

The representatives of the Pulp and 

Sulphite Workers submitted the follow- 

ing propositions to the representatives of 

the Paper Makers, which they refused 

to accept: 

“First: We will agree to give to the 
Paper Makers’ Organization all ‘third 
hands, fourth hands and fifth hands;’ all 
employes employed in _ fine mills; also 
rope cutters and rotary men in these 
mills, if the American Federation of La- 
bor grants a charter to us at once, 

“Second: We also agree that if the 
American Federation of Labor, after due 
deliberation, believes that the ‘finishers 
and beatermen’ should belong to the Pa- 
per Makers’ Organization to transfer 
them to that body, providing the charter 
is issued.”’ 

But to neither of these propositions 

would the representatives of the Brother- 

hood of Paper Makers agree. 

We have not yet given up hope of bring- 

ing about some better understanding in 

regard to the matter, but the Executive 

Council would be pleased to have the ad- 

vice and assistance of this convention. 

Previous conventions having decided 

that the Paper Makers’ Organization had 
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jurisdiction over all their employes, 

working in paper mills, your committee 

recommends that the Executive Council 

is instructed not to grant a charter to 

the Pulp Makers and to call in such local 

charters as have been granted to Pulp 

Makers. The committee further recom- 

mends that the Executive Council have 

such local unions affiliate with the Pa- 

per Makérs’ Union. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

LAKE PILOTS. 

An application for charter was received 

from the Lake Pilots’ Association of the 

Great Lakes, which was granted. It was 

not then known that this same associa- 

tion held charter from the International 

Longshoremen’s Association, and protest 

was lodged by the International Seamen’s 

Union against the Lake Pilots’ Associa- 

tion continuing in affiliation with the in- 

ternational Longshoremen’s Association 

and at the same time with the American 

Federation of Labor. 

The International Seamen’s Union also 

claimed to have Lake Pilots members of 

the Seamen’s organization. The FExecu- 

tive Council heard the representatives of 

the Pilots and others upon the subject, 

and then adopted the following resolu- 

tion: 

RESOLYED, that in the matter of the 
aftiliation of the Pilots of the Lakes, who 
are now connected with the A. F. of L. 
as a national union, and at the same time 
a component part by charter with affiliat- 
ed national unions, it is the sense of the 
Executive Council that it is unwise to 
continue more than one affiliation, and 
request the Pilots to choose which af- 
filiation they desire to maintain and sur- 
render all others, so that all pilots shal 
be a solid body, either in a national un- 
ion of their own, affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., or as a component part of but one 
international union now affiliated with 
the Federation. 

RESOLVED, That organizations in in- 
terest be notified of the above decision. 

The committee recommends that the 

action of the Executive Council, in recom- 

mending that the Lake Pilots belong te 

one organization and they to decide what 

organization they shall affiliate with, is 

approved. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 
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LATHERS VS. STRUCTURAL IRON 

WORKERS. 

Resolution No, 21—By Delegates Wm. 

J. McSorley and Frank C. Roth, of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 

national Union: 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and Met- 
al Lathers’ International Union do here- 
by enter protest against the action of 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers, inasmuch 
as they are encroaching on the jurisdic- 
tion claims of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union, which were 
approved of and conceded to us by the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid tactics are 
directly against the policy and principles 
of the A. F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers have at no time ever presented any 
claim of jurisdiction to the A. F. of L. 
covering the work that comes under the 
jurisdiction of the Wood, Wire and Metal- 
athers’ International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The action of the Inter- 
national Association of Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers at their Toronto con- 
vention by claiming the work which 
eomes under the jurisdiction of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ International 
Union is a direct violation of the laws 
ef the A. F. of L.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 
convention assembled, go on record as 
disapproving of the action of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers encroach- 
ing on the jurisdiction claims of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention as- 
sembled instruct the International Asso- 
eiation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers to refrain from encroaching upon 
the jurisdiction claims of the Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers’ International Union. 

During the hearing of this case, it was 

admitted that a conference might arrange 

a settlement of the jurisdiction of the 

respective organizations. 

We recommend that a conference of one 

representative from each of the organ- 

izations affected, together with a repre- 

sentative of the American Federation of 

Labor, be held in the city of Cleveland, 

Ohio, within ninety days, to settle and 

agree upon the jurisdiction of the two 

organizations. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

RIGGERS’ UNION NO. 11561 VS. NEW 

JERSEY RIGGERS’ UNION. 

Resolution No. 38—By Delegate Joseph 

McFadden, of the Riggers’ Protective Un- 

ion: 
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RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
sgers’ Protective Union of New Jer- 

revoked for the following rea- 
ons 

The Riggers’ Protective Union of New 
York, New Jersey, Elizabeth and vicinity 
No. 11561, A. F. of L., hereby protest 
against the charter recently granted to 
the so-called Riggers’ 
of New Jersey, and demands that it be 
canceled and withdrawn. 

Our reasons for demanding 
tion are briefly as follows: 

Protective Union 

such ac- 

First: It encroaches upon territory over 
which our Local, by the terms of its 
charter, has exclusive jurisdiction. 

Second: It was formed by men whe 
had been expelled or suspended from our 
Local, or were not in good standing. 

Third: The prevailing rate of wages 
maintained by our Local is $3.50 per day 
and $6 per day for foremen. These men 
are competing against us and injuring 
the cause of union labor, by working for 
a wage as low as $2.50 per day and $ 
per day for foremen. 

Fourth: The men belonging to this un- 
ion are largely employed by the only un- 
fair boss in this locality and worked for 
him at a time when we were on strike. 

Fifth: This local is not affiliated with 
a single Central Local Body, or with any 
Local Central Body. 

Sixth: We stand ready to take in the 
members of this local whenever they 
comply with our constitution and by- 
laws. 

Seventh: It is our belief that they 
never could have procured their charter, 
except through false and fraudulent mis- 
representations to. the officials of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Eighth: To continue their charter un- 
der these circumstances would work an 

injustice to the cause of labor and in- 
jure every loyal member of our union. 

It developed, during the hearing of this 

case, that a proper effort had not beca 

made by the unions affected to settle 

their differences. 

The committee recommends that a con- 

ference be held, within ninety days, be- 

tween a representative from each of the 

affected unions, together with a repre- 

sentative of the American Federation of 

Labor, for the purpose of settling the 

controversy. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 
‘ 

DRAIN PIPE LAYERS VS. WATER 

PIPE EXTENSION LABORERS. 

Resolution No. 39—By Delegate John 

Cardiff, of the Drain Layers and Help- 

ers’ Union: 

GREETING: The Drain Layers’ and 
Helpers’ Union of the city of Chicago, de- 
sire to take this opportunity to enter it 
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empnatic protest against continuing in 
torce the charter granted to an organiza- 
tion known as ‘“‘The Water Pipe Exten- 
sion Laborers,’’ organized some months 
ago and granted a charter through the in- 
fluence of John J. Fitzpatrick, organizer 
of the American Federation of Labor in 
Chicago, Il. The work which these men 
claim and as a matter of fact are doing at 
the present time has been done by the 
Drain Layers’ and Helpers’ Union for the 
past twenty-five years at a wage scale 
of from $2.75 to $3.50 per day. 

WHEREAS, The members of the Wa- 
ter Pipe Extension Laborers are doing 
the same work at a wage scale of $2.25 
per day. As this is a matter of vital im- 
portance to us, we sincerely trust that 
the American Federation of Labor will 
revoke the charter of the Water Pipe 
Extension Laborers. 

Representative Cardiff of the Drain 

Layers’ Union and Organizer  Fitz- 

patrick appeared before the committee 

and agreed upon lines of jurisdiction. 

Committee recommends subject-matter 

of this resolution be referred to parties 

interested for a final settlement within 

thirty days. 

Delegate Lewis—I move that the report 

ef the committee be concurred in. (Sec- 

ended.) 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 

gates Cardiff, O’Connell and Lewis (T. 
a). 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

UPHOLSTERERS VS. CARPET LAY- 

ERS. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Anton 

J. Engel, of the Upholsterers’ Internat- 
ional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national,Union has always had jurisdic- 
tion over the Carpet Upholsterers or Lay- 
ers’ and said jurisdiction having been 
recognized and approved of by the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Some of the Carpet Lay- 
ers’ Unions have seceded from the Up- 
holsterers’ International Union, owing to 
assessments that were levied to assist 
members on strike, and some, of these se- 
ceeding unions had formed an Internation- 
al Union of Carpet Mechanics, and tried 
to secure a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, This matter was_brqught 
to the attention of the San _ Francisco 
eonvention by Resolution No. 27, and the 
San Francisco convention recommended 
that the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. use its efforts to have the Uphol- 
sterers, Carpet Layers and Mattress Mak- 

ne members of one organization; 
an 
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WHEREAS, The Executive Council re- 
ported at the Pittsburg convention that 
the Carpet Layers’ International Unions 
had made application for a charter, and 
was refused one, and advised to become 
part of the Upholsterers’ International 
Union; and 

WHEREAS, The advice of the Sana 
Francisco convention and of the Execu- 
tive Council having been ignored by the 
Carpet Layers, they made application for 
charters as local unions to the Executive 
Council, which has granted them char- 
ters as local unions, notwithstanding for- 
mer decisions, and the fact that these 
unions are dual, and indebted for taxes 
and assessments levied by both the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Upholsterers’ International Union; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the granting of 
these charters is not in accordance 
with the principles and policy of the 
American Federation of Labor, as it fos- 
ters and encourages secessions, and for- 
mations of dual organizations, which are 
detrimental to the best interests of the 
labor movement; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 

cil be and is hereby instructed to at 
once revoke all charters issued to such 
Carpet Mechanics’ Local Unions as have 
been granted such charters, and as _ se- 
ceding unions, be expelled from such Cen- 
tral Bodies that they may be connected 
with, which are chartered by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, until such a 
time when they will abide by the former 
decision of the San Francisco conven- 
tion and Executive Council. 

The committee recommends that the 

Executive Council be instructed to recall 

the charters of the Carpet Layers’ Union 

within ninety days and to have a repre- 

sentative of the American Federation of 

Labor bring about a consolidation of the 

Carpet Layers’ Union with the Uphol- 

sterers’ International Union of North 

America. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Stein, De Nedrey, Engel and Lewis. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was carried. 

Vice President Keefe in the chair. 

SEVERAL NATIONAL UNIONS VS. 

CENTRAL FEDERATED UNION 

OF N. Y. 

Resolution No, 20—By Delegates Wm. 

J. McSorley and Frank C. Roth, of the 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 

national Union: 
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WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and Met- 
al Lathers’ International Union do hereby 
protest against the action of the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York City 
in refusing to seat Local No, 271 of the 

ood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union in that body in place of 
the Independent Lathers’ Union of New 
York City, which has seceded from the 
International Union and has done every- 
thing within its power to antagonize our 
erganization; and 

WHEREAS, We are of the opinion that 
had the Central Federated Union of New 
York City complied with the laws of the 
A. F. of L., as set forth in Article 4, 
Section 5, and Article 12, Section 1, and 
unseated this seceding local it would have 
been re-affiliated with the International 
Union long before this; and 

WHEREAS, We have used every hon- 
erable means to induce them to re-a*fil- 
iate with the International Union which 
they have absolutely refused to do, and 
it is our opinion that they will continue 
in this course just as long as they are 
harbored by the Central Federated Union 
of New York City in preference to the 
bona fide local of the International Union 
in that city; and 

WHEREAS, They have been instructed 
by the Executive Council and the Pitts- 
burg convention to comply_with the law 
as it applies to Central Bodies, which 
—. have absolutely ignored; therefore, 
e it 

RESOLVED, That the convention as- 
sembled instruct the President of the 
A. F. of L. to notify the Central Fed- 
erated Union of New York City to un- 
seat the seceding local and seat Local 
No. 271 of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers’ International Union; and, be it 
further 
RESOLVED, That the Central Feder- 

ated Union of New York City, failing to 
comply with the instructions of the con- 
vention within thirty days from the date 
of the adoption of this resolution, the 
President of the A. F. of L. shall stand 
instructed by the«convention assembled 
to revoke the charter of said Central Fed- 
erated Union and immediately proceed to 
formulate a new Central Body in that 
city in accordance with the constitution 
of the A. F. of 

Resolution No. 61.—By Delegates W. J. 

McSorley, L. I. U.; Jos. N. Weber, A. 
F. of M.; M. Donnelly and Homer D. 

Cal, A. M. C.,, and B. W. of N. Ay; T. 

H. Flynn, W. L. A. Johnson and George 

F. Dunn, I. B. of B.. M., I. S. B. and H. 

of A.; Philip Kelly and Lee M. Hart, 

International Theatrical Stage Employes; 

J. C. Skemp, J. P. Archibald, Geo. Fin- 
ger and John Lucas, of the Brotherhood 

of Painters: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of New York, a regular chartered 
Central Labor organization of the A. F. 
ef L., has in total disregard of the laws 
of the A. F. of L., violated Article 4, 
Section 5, and Article 12, Section 1, of the 
Constitution of the A. F. of L., by admit- 
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ting delegates from local unions of New 
York City not affiliated with their Nat- 
ional ‘or International Unions, and by 
refusing affiliation and representation to 
bona fide local unions of the A. F. of L.; 
and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders of America were denied ad- 
mission and delegates from a dual or- 
ganization seated; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated Un- 
ion has seated delegates from several 
seceding organizations of the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters, and Butcher Work- 
men of America who have formed a dual 
national organization; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Painters, Dec- 
orators and Paper Hangers of America 
were illegally suspended, and are denied 
admission, while delegates from a dual 
organization are seated; and 

WHEREAS, The _ delegates of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union were denied admission 
and delegates from a dual organization 
seated; and ~ 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union arbitrarily suspended Local Un- 
ion No. 310 of the American Federation 
of Musicians for refusing to violate their 
legitimate trade-union contracts, and re- 
fusing to go on strike against the spe- 
cific orders of their International Un- 
ion; and 

WHEREAS, The New York Local No. 
1, of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes, who have been 
affiliated with the Central Federated Un- 
ion for twenty years, were arbitrarily 
suspended, and their delegates unseated 
for refusing to violate their agreement 
and go on strike without the consent of 
their International Union; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the A. F. of L., or- 
der the Central Federated Union of New 
York to at once suspend afly and all dual 
and seceding unions now affiliating, and 
unseat their delegates; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Central Federat- 
ed Union be ordered to recognize and 
seat the delegates from the various Nat- 
ional and International Unions affiliated 
with the A. F. of L., now denied recog- 
nition and admission; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, Inasmuch as the local un- 
ions, presenting this resolution have ever 
upheld the laws of the A. F. of L. as 
well as the Central Federated Union, that 
the suspension be removed and their del- 
egates seated; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That unless the Central 
Federated Union of New York shall com- 
ply with these orders within a period of 
thirty days after the adjournment of 
this convention, that the charter of the 
Central Federated Union of New York 
be and is hereby revoked by its failure 
to comply with the requirements of this 
resolution, and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. is hereby ordered to or- 
ganize a new Central Labor Union for 
New York City, to be composed of such 
local unions of National and Internat- 
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ional Unions now affiliated with the A. 
F of L., Local Trades and Federal La- 
bor Unions of the A, F, of L., and such 
other Local Trades Unions as are not 
antagonistic to the A. F. of L. or the 
National and International Unions affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L. 

Your committee has carefully consid- 

ered all of the complaints made against 

the Central Federated Union of New York 

City and finds that the Central Body has 

been guilty of violating the laws of the 

American Federation of Labor. 

We recommend that the charter of the 

Central Federated Union be revoked Jan- 

uary ist, 1907, if in the meantime the 

Central Federated Union has not fully 

eomplied with the laws of the American 

Federation of Labor. If at the expira- 

tion of sixty days from date, the Central 

Federated Union has not conformed to 

the laws of the American Federation of 

Labor, then a new Central Body shall 

be chartered in strict conformity with 

the laws of the American Federation of 

Labor; and President Gompers is in- 

structed to delegate some representative 

of the American Federation of Labor to 

see that this decision is carried out. 

Delegate McSorley moved that the re- 

port of the committee be concurred in. 

(Seconded.) 

Delegate Kennedy (W. E.) asked if the 

passing of this resolution, as amended by 

the committee, would affect any central 

body that is refusing to seat a body 

affiliated with the American Federation 

ef Labor. 

Delegate Lewis, chairman of the com- 

mittee, answered that it would affect all 

matters of that kind. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Sullivan (J. L.), Mulcahy, Hart, 

O’Connell, Bohm, Archibald, Paulitsch, 

Lippert, Lewis, McNulty. 

On motion of Delegate Ireland debate 

was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

Delegate Bohm desired to be recorded 

as voting against the motion to concur, 

BLACKSMITHS VS. CARRIAGE WORK- 

ERS. 

Resolution No. 66—By Delegate J. W. 

Kline, of the International Brotherhood 

of Blacksmiths and Helpers: 

WHEREAS, The matter of jurisdiction 
over Carriage and Wagon Blacksmiths, 
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over which said craft the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
does, and always has claimed jurisdic- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, We hold that a mistuka 
Wags made in issuing them a charter in 
violation of Section 11, Article IX, of the 
A. F. of L. constitution which provides 
that no charter shall be granted to any 
organization, if the jurisdiction claimed 
therein is trespassing on the jurisdiction 
of an existing affiliated union, without 
their written consent; and 

WHEREAS, This consent was never 
given, neither were we consulted in the 
matter; and 

WHEREAS, At the Pittsburg conve-- 
tion, the Grievance Committee recom- 
mended, and was passed, that the inco.:- 
ing Executive Council take the matter 
up at their next meeting and carry out 
the article in the constitution as above 
quoted, they having failed to arrive at a 
decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this twenty-sixth 
annual convention now assembled, grant 
to the International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers, full jurisdiction over 
the Carriage and Wagon Blacksmiths’ 
their helpers and finishers. 

With reference to the above resolution, 

the representatives of the Brotherhood of 

Blacksmiths and Carriage Workers ap- 

peared before the committee and agreed 

to the following: 

“J. W. Kline, representing the Broth- 

erhood of Blacksmiths and Henry C. 

Stein, representing the Carriage Workers, 

respectfully request the Grievance Com- 

mittee to report to the convention that 

they have agreed that a committee cf 

two from the Blacksmiths and a like 

committee from the Carriage Workers, 

meet to adjust the present jurisdiction 

question. The above committee to select 

a fifth member.” 

Signed: 

J. W. KLINE, 
HENRY C. STEIN. 

The Grievance Committee recommends 

that no further action be taken. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

ENGINEERS _ VS. DOUBLE 
HOISTERS. 

Resolution No. 88—By Delegate R. J. 

Riddell, of the Metropolitan Association 

Double Drum Hoisters Union No. 11275: 

WHEREAS, The charter granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to 
the Metropolitan Ass’n Double Drum 
Hoister Runners No. 11275, did permit our 
organization to do all holsting on excuse 
vating and all work in that line operated 
by skeleton engines; and 

DRUM 
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WHEREAS, The International Steam 
Engineers’ Union, through L. N. M. 184 
ef New York City has atiempted to dis- 
pute our rights under the charter granted 
io do this work, which if carried into ef- 
fect would mean the destruction of our 
union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-sixth an- 
aual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the right of the 
Metropolitan Ass’n Double Drum Hoister 
Runners No. 11275 to continue to per- 
form the work as granted by the charter, 
we herewith re-endorsed. 

The committee recommends that a rep- 

resentative of the Double Drum Hoisters’ 

Union and of the Steam Engineers’ Union, 

together with a _ representative of the 

American Federation of Labor, hold a 

eonference within ninety days for the 

purpose of adjusting the controversy now 

existing between the Engineers and 

Double Drum Hoister Runners’ Union. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in, 

CEMENT WORKERS. 

Resolution No. 102—By Delegates F. 

€. Gengenback and P. H. Molloy, Ameri- 

ean Brotherhood of Cement Workers: 

WHEREAS, That the charter which 
was granted to the American Brotherhood 
ef Cement Workers by the American 
Federation of Labor and their trades’ 
jurisdiction claim approved; we find that 
other organizations affiliated with this 
body encroaching and objecting to said 
jurisdiction, we are desirous to maintain 
what we claim and was conceded to this 
erganization; we hope that this assem- 
blage will amicably settle the dispute of 
the various crafts and the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers. 

The committee recommends that in as 

much as the contending parties had made 

no effort to adjust their differences, that 

each organization select a representative 

to meet with a representative of the 

American Federation of Labor for the 

purpose of settling their controversy. 

This conference to be held within sixty 

days. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

“he question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Stemburgh and Lewis. 

The motion to concur in the report 

ef the committee was carried. 

PLUMBERS VS. STEAM FITTERS. 

Having in tind the recommendation 

massed at the Jast convention of the 
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American Federation of Labor recom- 
mending to the Executive Council tha 
a charter be granted to the Steam Fitter 

when an application was received, we 

found ourselves between a vote of the 

convention recommending that a charter 

be issued and our constitution not en- 

tirely in harmony therewith. We, there- 

fore, invited the representatives of the 

International Association of Steam and 

Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of Amer- 

ica and the United Association of Plumb- 

ers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, and Steam 

Fitters’ Helpers of the United States and 

Canada, to select three representatives 

of their respective organizations to meet 

three members of the Executive Councit 

at the office of the American Federation 

of Labor for the purpose of endeavoring 

to arrange an amalgamation of both or- 

ganizations, and failing in that, to en- 

deavor to secure a working agreement or 

arrange for such mutual understanding 

between the organizations in interest as 

shall be found to merit the support of 

both. 

The conference was held at Washing- 

ton, May 21. The representatives of the 

Executive Council were President Gom- 

pers, Vice President O’Connell, and Sec- 

retary Morrison. For five days daily con- 

ferences were held, but despite the best 

efforts which could be put forth neither 

amalgamation, a working agreement, nor 

understanding could be reached. 

Being unable to bring about the amal- 

gamation or adjustment of the differences 

between the two bodies in question, and 

having in mind the recommendation of 

the Pittsburg convention to issue a char- 

ter to the Steam Fitters, after prolonged 

consideration and deliberation of the sub- 

ject, the Executive Council decided te 

restore to the International Association 
of Steam Fitters the conditional charter 

which that organization formerly held, 

and which was revoked at one of our 

previous conventions. 

Resolution No. 135—By Delegates 

Frank J. Kennedy, Thomas, G. Badgley 

and Theo. B. Clark, Representatives of 

the United Association of Journeymen 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, 

and Steam Fitters’ Helpers’ of the United 

States and Canada: i 

WHEREAS, A conditional charter has 
recently been issued or re-issued to the 
International Association of Steam, Hot 
Water and Power Pipe Fitters and Helve- 
ers’, and 
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WHEREAS, The aforesaid conditional 
charter is a direct trespass on the juris- 
diction claims of the United Association 
of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters 
and Steam Fitters’ Helpers, of the United 
States and Canada and was unconstitu- 
tionally issued and in direct violation of 
Section Eleven (11), of Article Nine (9), 
of the American Federation of Labor con- 
stitution, which reads: 

“No charter shall be granted by the 
American Federation of Labor to any 
Wational or International Trade or 
Federal Labor Union without a _ posi- 
tive and clear definition of the trade 
jurisdiction claimed by that applicant and 
the charter shall not be granted if the 
jurisdiction claimed is a trespass on the 
jurisdiction of existing affiliated unions 
without the written consent of such 
unions. And it is further provided that 
should any of the members of such Na- 
tional or International Trade of Federal 
Labor Union work at any other vocation, 
trade or profession, they shall join the 
union of such vocation, trade or profes- 
sion, provided such are organized and 
affiliated with the American Federation 
ef Labor.”’ Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That for the best interests 
ef all, the aforesaid charter be forthwith 
revoked and the above mentioned Inter- 

Association of Steam Fitters, national 
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Ete., be directed to affiliate with the 
United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters, Etc. 

Your committee, after hearing the 
statements of the representatives of ihe 

Plumbers, Steam Fitters and Executive 

Council, and recognizing that the action 

of the Pittsburg convention was the su- 

preme authority of the American Feder- 

ation of Labor, recommended to the 

Executive Council to grant a charter te 

the Steam Fitters. 

The Grievance Committee, under the 

circumstances, endorses the action of the 

Executive Council in granting a charter 

to the Steam Fitters. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The hour for adjournment having ar- 
rived, consideration of the report of the 

committee was deferred until the after- 

noon session. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 2 p. m. 
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NINTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees—Noschang, Fischer (Ja- 
cob), Kline, Cummins, Henry, Dunn, 
Glocking, James, Casey (J. F.), Walls, 
Law, Richardson, Kennedy (Wm. E.), 
Koch, Tarr, Lillien, Wulff, McSorley, 
Johnson, Walsh, Warner, Grout, Free 
man, Gudbrandsen, Clark (Thos.), Dix, 
Mahon, McMorrow, Garvey, Kirk, Heber- 
ling, Flood, Barry, Raasch, Powell, Gebe- 
lein, Morgan, Byrne, Sweeney, Stoner, 
Rothwell, Joyce, Grant, Zihlman, Hedly, 
Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Porter, Glenn, Cooney, Summerville, Hill, 
‘Botham, Woodmansee, Cragon, Barnes 
(E. E.), Jones, Hargan, D’Alessandro. 

President Gompers—The question be- 

fore the convention is the motion to con- 

cur in the report of the committee on the 

question of the Plumbers and Steam Fit- 

ters. 

The question was discussed at length 

by Delegates Kennedy (F. J.), Cummings, 

Clark, McCullen and Mangan. 

On motion debate was closed. 

Delegate Kennedy asked for a roll call 

en the motion to concur in the report of 

the committee, but the request was not 

supported by a sufficient number of dele- 

gates, * 

A request was made for a division. The 

motion was carried by a vote of 150 to 40. 

Delegate Golden asked for and received 
permission to make an announcement, 

and said: ‘“‘We have been asking for an 

advance of ten per cent for the Textile 

Workers. We have received a telegram 

which states that five per cent has been 

granted, and we intend to keep on agitat- 

ing for the rest. That brings our in- 

crease up to twenty-four and one-half 

per cent since the San Francisco conven- 

tion two years ago.”’ 

President Gompers—The story of a lost 

strike. 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

It has been brought to the attention 

ef the Grievance Committee by protests 

handed to the Committee on Credentials 

and referred to us, that a number of the 

Central Bodies affiliated with the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor are violating the 

laws of that body by seating the repre- 

sentatives of dual and seceding organiza- 

tions, or those who are antagonistic to 

the Federation and its affiliated bodies 

and illegally unseating or refusing to ad- 

mit delegates, representing National or 

International Unions affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor. 

Your committee recommends that the 
Executive Council be instructed to rigidly 

enforce the laws of the American Federa- 

tion of Labor, governing the action of 

Central Bodies affiliated with the Amer- 

ican Federation of Labor. Any Central 

Body failing to comply with the laws 

shall have its charter revoked. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Kennedy (W. E.), Anderson, Haw- 

ley, O’Connell, McNulty, Guerin, Mc- 

Cullen and Lewis. 

The motion to cuncur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 92—By Delegates Amal- 

gamated Wood Workers’ International 

Union. 

WHEREAS, The New York Central 
Federated Union rendered a_ decision 
against Local No. 172, Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ International Union, which in 
effect deprives them of the right to or- 
ganize within the jurisdiction granted by 
charter and by decision of A. F. of L. 
conventions, and the Executive Council. 
and by an arbitration tribunal provided 
by A. F. of L. convention, or stand ex- 
pelled from the New York Central Fed- 
erated Union; and ‘ 

WHEREAS, An appeal was taken by 
the Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Union 
to the Executive Council, A. F. of L., 
against the decision of the New York 
Central Federated Union; and 

WHEREAS, The entire subject was 
placed in the hands of Mr. W. J. O’Rrien 
for’ investigation and report. Whici re- 
port is alleged to have been against the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Union and 

(219) 
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in favor of sustaining the action of the 
New York Central Federated Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. dismissed the appeal of 
the Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Union 
and sustained the action of the New York 
Central Federated Union; and 

WHEREAS, The decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, A. F. of L., was based 
svlely on the report of Mr. W. J. O’Brien, 
thus subjecting members of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ Union to being de- 
prived of their legal right on report of 
an investigation of a question of restric- 
tion and not on a question of jurisdiction; 
and 

WHEREAS, Members of the Amalga- 
raated Wood Workers’ Union have a 
chartered legal right to organize the 
workers in the case at issue without in- 
terference; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers’ Union filed formal 
notice of appeal with the Executive 
Council and a stay of proceedings has 
been conceded by the New York Central 
Federated Union; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the decision of the 
Executive Council be reversed and that 
the appeal of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ Union from the decision of the 
New York Central Federated Union be 
sustained and the New York Central 
Federated Union be ordered not to at- 
tempt to restrict the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ Union in organizing within the 
proper jurisdiction, 

It has been brought to the attention of 

the Grievance Committee that certain 
Bodies affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor cause more or less fric- 

tion in an endeavor to make wage coii- 

tracts and adjust working rules. In order 

that there may be less cause for friction 

in Central Bodies, your committee recom- 

mends: 

That the President of the American 

Federation of Labor be instructed to issue 

an official circular, notifying all affiliated 

Central Bodies that they must refrain 
from taking part in the adjustment of 

wage contracts, wage disputes or work- 

ing rules of Local Unions, affiliated with 

National or International Unions, unless 

the laws of the Parent Body allow it, 

or such Central Bodies have beén re- 

the 

the 

quested by or receive the consent of 

National or International officers of 

Unions affected. 

The committee recommended that 

recommendation of the committee be 

ferred to the Committee on Laws for 

sertion in the constitution 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Lewis, O’Connell and Basenburg. 

the 

re- 

in- 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 
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Delegate Shamp moved that the ques- 

tion of the Brewery Workers, Engineers 

and Firemen be made a special order of 

business for ten o’clock Thursday. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Glockling asked the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the intro- 

duction of a resolution. No objection be- 

ing made he offered the following: 

Resolution No. 156—By Delegate Glock- 

ling, on behalf of the International Typo- 

graphical Union Delegation, The Inter- 

national Printing Pressmen’s and As- 

sistants’ Union Delegation, and _ the 

International Brotherhood of Bookbind- 

ers’ Delegation. 

WHEREAS, Recent action of Public 
Printer Chas. A. Stillins indicates a 
policy, which tends to degrade the em- 
ployes of the Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C., by the continuous is- 
suance of orders under the plea of publie 
interest that humiliates said employes and 
which will bring dissatisfaction, discord 
and disorganization among them, results, 
prejudicial to the best interests and 
efficiency of the Government. Printing 
Office and hence the public interest; and 

WHEREAS, A recent order issued by 
Printer Stillings is an indication of a 
future policy that warrants the assump- 
tion heretofore expressea and which is 
as follows: 

“Text of order recently issued over the 
signature of Chas, A. Stillings, publie 
printer. 

“Foremen and chiefs of divisions shall 
immediately inform public printer in 
writing through the proper official chan- 
nels as to the number of employes of 
all grades now under their direction 
whose services can be dispensed with be- 
cause of inefficiency, ill health, tubercu- 

or lack of work. 

“This matter requires immediate at- 
tention and must be worked out conscien- 
tiously, carefully and correctly by every 
officer affected by this special order. 
These reports, bearing the endorsements, 
recommendations and opinions of the su- 
perior officers must all be received by 
the private secretary not later than Sat- 
urday noon, Nov. 17, 1906. 

“Officers in doubt in regard to the scope 

losis 

of this special order and as to how to 
preceed shall apply for instructions to 
their immediate superior officer—i. e., 
foreman of printing, acting foreman of 
binding, foreman of press work, etc. It 
is suggested, in order that this matter 
may be taken up with uniformity and to 
insure the records of this office being 
kept absolutely clear, that each officer 
shall first prepare a list of the indi- 
viduals whom he would recommend for 
dismissal, appending thereto a statement 
of each individual case upon a separate 
sheet of paper, giving in full the reasons 
why each employe should be separated 
from the service, 
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“As regards the analysis of the em 
ployes, it is suggested that the following 
points be considered carefully: 

“First, efficiency; second, 
third, deportment; fourth, 
cleanliness; fifth, average attendance; 
sixth, length of service; seventh, desir- 
ability for the future; eighth, any special 
defects or objections which are in marked 
contrast to the average personnel of the 
forces in the division. 

“The public printer will be enabled to 
judge by these reports as to how far 
officials in charge of divisions understand 
the output and general character of the 
individuals under them and as to what 
extent they can be relied upon as offi- 
cers for the exercise of good sound busi- 
ness judgment, common sense and fair- 
ness, 

“If the above points are carefully cov- 
ered, coupled with the ideas and sug- 
gestions of the officers making the re- 
port, it is believed that the necessary re- 
Mable information can be secured upon 
which to base action.’”’ Be it, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby are, instructed to make 
investigation into the general policy of 
Public Printer Stillings in its relation to 
the employes of the Government Printing 
Office, and to enter protest wherein such 
policy indicates tendency to humiliate or 
degrade such employes, or that tends to 
prejudice the standard and independence 

character; 
health and 

ef an American citizen; and that heads 
of departments removed from positions 
by reason of refusal to stultify them- 
selves in aiding in such methods be 
offered every protection possible by the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Resoiu- 

tions. 

Delegate Ryan 

mittee on 

lows: i 

Resolution No. 28 withdrawn from the 

committee by its author. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be referred to the 

=xecutive Council, with the exception of 

the last paragraph, which is to be con- 

sidered in connection with Resofution No. 
79. 

Cw. 

Resolutions, 

D.), for the Com- 

reported as fol- 

Resolution No. 

Bohm, of the 

erated Union: 

WHEREAS, The American 
of Labor is unalterably 
open shop system of wage slavery, as 
propagated by Parry and Post, their al- 
lies and organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Tron Workers have been on strike against 
the open shop since August 10, 1905; and 

18—By Delegate Ernest 

New York Central Fed- 

Federation 
opposed to the 

WHEREAS, The said strike was en- 
dorsed by the twenty-fifth annval con 
vention of the American Federation 
Labor; and 
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WHEREAS, Every honorable means has 
been employed by the Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers to make a just and 
equitable settlement with their employers 
witheut avail, the employers we have 
arrayed against us being the most power- 
ful combination of capital that a labor or- 
ganization has ever been called upon to 
combat. They have shown by their at- 
titude that they are determined to de- 
stroy our organization, and thus be able 
to cut wages, lengthen hours and other- 
wise depress the Housesmiths and Bridge- 
men of the United States and Canada. 
They are aided in this by all the associa- 
tions they are connected with financially, 
morally and otherwise; and 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers are just as determined to 
Stay intact and function in the interests 
of the Iron Workers; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By the Minneapolis con- 

vention of the American Federation of 
Labor that the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers be aided to the full extent 
of the American Federation of Labor's 
ability; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention levy 
a general assessment of one cent per 
member for four weeks on all affiliated 
unions, to be paid at once, for the relief 
of the Bridgemen; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention re- 
qest the presidents of the various Build- 
ing Trades to meet in committee to de- 
vise ways and means for instituting a 
concerted move against the open shop in 
the Building Trades; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its Executive 
Council, draw up a bill that will repeal 
the tariff law on steel products and the 
Central Bodies and state branches to use 
their political power with Congress for 
this purpose. 

Delegate Ryan (F. M.)—I move that 

the report of the committee be non-con- 

curred in when it refers part of ihe 

resolution to the Executive Council. 

Treasurer Lennon—It has always been 

held in our conventions that the reading 

of a report by a committee is really a 

motion to concur. That brings the mat- 

ter before the convention, and the mo- 

tion to concur is really made when the 

report is read. The motion to non-concur 

is therefore out of order. 

The report of the committee was dis- 

cussed at length by Delegates Ryan (F. 

M.), Brown (J. G.), and Kemper. 

Delegate Kemper moved as.an amend- 

ment that the same assessment be levied 

by the convention as was levied in the 

San Francisco convention for the Textile 

Workers, and that each and every or- 

ganization be as prompt as possible in 
paying the assessment 

asurer Lennon—The chair will have 

‘h a motion out of order at this Lola aly 
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time. It is practically a negative motion 
and cannot be brought before the con- 

vention except by killing the motion te 

adopt the report of the committee. 

Delegate Dold—I move that we add to 

the motion that the Executive Council be 

imstructed to levy this assessment. (Sec- 

ended.) 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Walker, Duncan, Dold, Car- 

@@, Skemp, Hart, Valentiue, O’Connell, 
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Lynch, Wilson, Anderson, Furuseth and 

President Gompers. 

On motion of Delegate Warner debaie 

was closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 

Dold was lost. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was carried. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 9 a. m., Thursday, November 22nd, 

XUM 



TENTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

§ a. m., Thursday, November 22nd, Vice- 

President Mitchell in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 

vious session was dispensed with. 

Absentees—Kline, Dunn, James, Casey 
(J. F.), Law, Richardson, Tracy, Con- 
way, Lobenberg, Mangan, Bechtold, Koch, 
Rickert, Tarr, Maher, Lillien, Wulff, 
Johnson, Walsh, Warner, Call, Grout, 
Freeman, Wilson (W. B.), Dempsey, 
Denny (E. J.), Miller, Gudbrandsen, 
Clark (Thos.), Dix, McMorrow, Garvey, 
Kirk, Clark (W. W.), Hawley, Heber- 
ling, Flood, Barry, Raasch, Powell, Gebe- 
lein, Morgan, Entenza, Byrne, Sweeney, 
Stoner, Weaver, Iglesias, Rothwell, Joyce, 
Grant, Ott, Campbell, Zihlman, Hedly, 
Burgess (Catherine), Failor, Hassard, 
Ford, Perkins (R. W.), Porter, Crellin, 
McCullen, Fitzpatrick, Cooney, Summer- 
ville, Hill, Saylor, Botham, Riddell, Wood- 
mansee, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), Jones, 
Hargan, Mulkern. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 

communications from various state and 

city officials and from different organiza- 

tions asking that the 1907 convention be 

held in Norfolk: 

Hon. Claude A. Swanson, Governor of 

Virginia; James QG. Riddick, Mayor of 

Norfolk; J. W. McCarmick, President 

Business Men’s Association, Norfolk; J. 

W. Brown, Jr., President Norfolk Con- 

vention League; W. G. Blick, President 

Retail Merchants’ Association, Norfolk; 

James B. Doherty, Commissioner Bureau 

of Labor and Industrial Statistics, Rich- 

mond; J. R. Sprague, President Mer- 

chants’ Association, Newport News; Sam- 

uel R. Buxton, Mayor, Newport News; 

W. B. Livezey, President Chamber of 

Commerce, Newport News. 

Communications were also read from 

J. W. Bidwell, Secretary Atlanta Fed- 

eration of Trades; J. W. Campbell, Clerk 

of the Council, and S. D, Jones, President 

of the Chamber of Commerce, Atlanta, 

Ga., urging that the next convention be 

held in that city. 

A communication was also read fron 

Clarence Gaumer, Secretary of the Cen- 

tral Labor Union, Indianapolis, Ind., ask- 

ing that the convention be held in that 

city in 1907. 

Communications were read from Mrs. 

Harriet Taylor Upton, Treasurer of the 

National Woman Suffrage Association, 

and from Mrs. Maud C. Stockwell, of the 

Minnesota Woman Suffrage Association, 

thanking the convention for the passage 

of resolutions favoring woman suffrage. 

Delegate Johannsen, for the Commit- 

tee on Local and Federated Bodies, re- 

ported as follows: 

Your Committee on Local and Feder- 

ated Bodies that the fol- 

lowing resolution be concurred in: 

recommends 

Resolution No. 142—By Delegate Her- 

bert S. Whiteman, of the Central Labor 

Council, Jamestown, N. Y.: 

WHEREAS, The two millions and a 
half of trade unionists in America, rep- 
resenting millions of consumers, whose 
aggregate purchasing power will reach 
$2,000,000,000 annually; and 
WHEREAS, It is recognized that the 

union label—the emblem of honest toil— 
is indeed a powerful but peaceful and 
humane weapon in the hands of trade 
unionists, and that a consistent demand 
for union labeled products does not only 
prevent strikes, but will also abolish 
sweatshop, convict and child labor and 
thus prevent industrial panics from time 
to time; and 

WHEREAS, To greatly increase the 
sale of union labeled products, and to 
enable the trade unionists to learn where 
they can purchase same; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in the twenty-sixth 
annual convention assembled instruct its 
officials, to suggest to all Central Bodies 
to obtain a list of all union labeled ar- 
ticles handled by merchants in their re- 
spective localities, and that said bodies 
have same published from time _ to 
tirhe in a (pocket size) union label bulle- 
tin, giving the list of union labeled ar- 
ticles, and names of each merchant hand- 
ling same, for distribution among mem- 
bers and friends of organized labor in 
their respective localities for information, 

(223) 
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and that the expense for such bulletins 
be met by organizations publishing same. 

P. H. CUMMINS, 
Chairman 

A. JOHANNSEN, 
Secretary 

Cc. C. DOUGLASS, 
GUSTAV DIHLE, 
JAMES P. ARCHIBALD, 
S. H. WEAVER, 
R. E. WOODMANSEE, 
W. A. DAVIS, 
E. T. FLOOD, 
S. IGLESIAS, 
J. W. M’FADDEN, 
ERNEST J. DIX, 
MARTIN T. JOYCE, 
ROBERT MALONEY, 
ERNEST BOHM. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gate Lavin. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was then carried. 

Delegate Kennedy (W. E.), for the 

Committee on Education, reported as 

follows: 

Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 22, 1906. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

Your Committee on Education, to which 

some subject-matters were referred, re- 

ports as follows: 

That part of the report of the Execu- 

tive Council under the caption, ‘‘Eco- 

nomic and Sanitary Investigations,’’ also 

“Woman and Child Workers’ Investiga- 

tion’ in the President’s Report, we rec- 
ommend to this convention to strongly 

urge congressional investigation, that 

every effort be made to that end by the 

representatives of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor, 

We also recommend that the commit- 
tees already appointed by the President 
of the American Federation of Labor con- 

duct investigations into the subject of 

apprenticeship, the displacement of labor 

by machines, child labor, the graduates 

of the trade schools, manual training 

schools of technology, and unsanitary con- 

ditions of home and workshop be con- 

tinued, and, if deemed advisable, ex- 

tended to other cities and industrial cen- 

ters, 
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In regard to. the reprint of the con- 

vention proceedings, we beg to say that 

this action must be of incalculable benefit 

for the present and particularly for the 

future. The history of the labor move- 

ment, especially of the Federation, must, 

of necessity, prove a potent factor in 

the study and understanding. of the ma- 

terial, moral and social progress of the 

entire people. We learn that there was 

but a single copy of some of the earlier 

convention proceedings, and many re- 

quests for the same were received. There 

are now over four hundred complete 

bound volumes, which can be obtained 

from the headquarters of the American 

Federation of Labor at a moderate cost. 

Your committee would also recommend 

strongly that all should secure and read 

the literature published by our Federa- 

tion, as well as read the official monthly 

magazine, The American Federationist. 

The study of the labor movement—its 

early history and the obstacles it had 

to overcome, to the splendid position it 

now occupies, must prove a great in- 

centive and give a magnificent impetus 

in helping to overcome the difficulties in 

the path of the present and tend toward 

the achievement of the ultimate triumph 

of the great cause for which our move- 

ment stands, 

In order to extend the propaganda work 

of the American Federation of Labor and 

also to furnish an authentic as well as 

a ready reference guide for speakers 

and writers on labor topics, your com- 

mittee would further recommend the com- 

pilation and publication, under the super- 

vision of the Executive Council, of a 

hand-book in ecyclopedic form containing 

the essential principles of unionism and 

such other information as the Executive 

Council may deem necessary. 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE, 
Chairman 

W. E. KENNEDY, 3 
Secretary 

LLEWELYN LEWIS, 
E. L. JORDAN, 
CHAS. DOLD, 
JOHN MANGAN, 
THOMAS H. LOCKWOOD, 
DANIEL L. RUSSELL, 
J. BE. POTTS, 
LAWRENCE JOHNSON, 
FRANK SPIEGL. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in, 

| 
i 
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Delegate Furuseth—I recommend to the 

labor movement the reading and careful 

study of a book called ‘Ancient Lowly,” 
by Ward, or ‘‘Six Centuries of Work and 

Wages,’’ by Thorold Rogers. I move this 

as an amendment. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Berger—I move as an amend- 

ment to the amendment the reading of 

another book, ‘Industrial Democracy,” by 

Sidney and Beatrice Webb. (Seconded.) 

The amendment to the amendment was 

adopted, the amendment was adopted, 

and the motion as amended adopted. 

Delegate Kennedy—The only resolution 

referred to this committee was Resolu- 

tion No. 146. The committee recommends 

that from the ‘‘Whereas” be _ stricken 

eut “as official organs of Central Labor 

Unions and as private enterprises,’ and 

the ‘‘Resolved’’ to read as follows: . 

“RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 

eration of Labor, the International and 

National Organizations, the State Federa- 

tions and Federal Labor Unions, are here- 

by requested to assist such bona fide la- 
bor journals in their respective localities, 

Delegate De Nedrey—I move that the 

report of the committee be non-concurred 

in. 

Delegate Brown, (E. G.)—I move as an 

amendment that we add it to the report— 

the digest that is to be sent out by the 

Executive Council, which is provided for 

in the previous recommendation. (Sec- 

onded.) 

The question. was discussed by Dele- 

gates De Nedrey and Lewis, (L.) 

The amendment offered by Delegate 

Brown was then voted on and lost. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was lost. 

Delegate De Nedrey moved the adoption 

of the resolution. (Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—The proprietor of 

such a paper might make a contract with 

any printing office in the city to do the 

printing, and this might be construed to 

mean that such a contract would carry 

with it all the work of the unions. 

I move that this be referred back to 
the committee with instructions to bring 

in a resolution along the line of request- 

ing the assistance of the various labor or- 
ganizations to the labor papers. (Sec- 

onded.) 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 

Brown (E G.), Lewis (L.), De Nedrey, 

Berger, Mangan and Mahon. 

The motion to refer back to the com- 

mittee was lost, 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Lynch, Jones (J.), and De 

Nedrey. 

Delegate De Nedrey moved to amend 

the resolution by adding ‘‘where such 

job offices are owned by the paper or 

labor organizations.”’ 

The motion was seconded by Secretary 

Morrison and carried. 

The resolution as amended reads as fol- 

lows: 

Resolution No. 14;—By Sam De Nedrey, 

of the Washington c. L. U. of the Dis- 

trict of Columbia: 

WHEREAS, The labor papers published 
in the cities and towns of the United 
States and Canada, have in most in- 
stances a struggle for existence, for lack 
of subscribers, and advertisers, and as 
they tend to educate and assist the labor 
movement by publishing official accu- 
rate labor news that the public press 
of most cities and towns will not per- 
mit in its columns, it becomes the duty 
of every labor organization and every 
individual member of organized labor to 
encourage and foster such labor papers 
by liberal patronage and every assist- 
ance that can be possibly rendered; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, The International and 
National Organizations, the State Federa- 
tions, Central Labor Unions, and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions are “herewith request- 
ed to assist such bona-fide labor jour- 
nals in their respective localities, by en- 
deavoring to increase the circulation of 
said journals, and also by patronizing 
the job printing offices where such job 
offices are owned by the paper or labor 
organizations, as such printing offices are 
thorough union establishments in every 
department, and by so doing tend to in- 
crease the influencé that a bona-fide la- 
bor journal generally has on a community 
in assisting and advocating the cause that 
we are banded together as union men to 
uphold. 

Vice-President o’Connell announced 

that the Committee on Grievances was 

not ready to report, and as the report of 

that committee had been made a special 

order of business for ten o’clock, asked 

an extension of time. 

Delegate Grout, for the Committee on 

Boycotts, reported that the committee 

recommended that the following resolu- 

tion be,referred to the Executive Coun- 
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cil, with the recommendation that it be 

given immediate attention: 

Resolution No. 98—By Delegate J. B. 

McCabe, of the Gold Beaters’ National 
Protective Union: 

WHEREAS, The Gold Beaters’ National 
Protective Union has been for the past 
months, engaged in a_ bitter struggle 
against the bosses’ combination, who are 
vigorously attempting to introduce the 
open shop and the sweating system, and 

WHEREAS, The following three firms 
have been most industrious in an at- 
tempt to destroy our organization, there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the following firms 
be placed upon the ‘“‘We don’t patronize’ 
list, and all interested unions, especially 
the Bookbinders’ International Union, be 
urged to render all possible assistance in 
the premises. The firms are: J. J. Keeley, 
117 Third avenue, New York City, N. 
Y.; F. W. Ronskelb, 108 Arch street, Bos- 
ton, Mass.; R. E. Hastings, 819 Filbert 
street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 
in, 

The resolution was discussed at some 

length by Delegate McCabe. 

The report of the committee was then 

concurred in. 

Delegate Johannsen, for the Special 
Committee, appointed to prepare me- 

morial resolutions, reported as follows: 

WHEREAS, During the present year 

organized labor has lost one of its oldest, 
ablest, and most vigorous champions in 

the person of P. J. McGuire, whose splen- 

did abilities were ever exerted to fur- 

ther the interests of the weak and op- 

pressed, and the noble principles for 
which the American Labor movement 

stands; and 

WHEREAS, The marvelous’ mental 

gifts with which the late P. J. McGuire 

was endowed, combined with a keen per- 

ception and a comprehensive mind, con- 

tributed in no small degree to the suc- 

cessful launching of the eight-hour move- 

ment, the establishing of Labor Day, and 

the founding of this great American Fed- 
eration of Labor; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to the 

twenty-sixth annual convention of the 

American Federation of Labor, in regular 

session assembled, take this opportunity 

of expressing their sincere and heartfelt 
regret at the irreparable loss which the 

labor movement of America has suffered 
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in the death of P. J. McGuire, whose 

name and the history of the labor move- 

ment of this country are inseparable; and, 

be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be spread upon the records of the 

American Federation of Labor and an en- 

grossed copy of these resolutions be sent 

to the widow and family of our late col- 
league and co-worker. 

Committee; 

A. JOHANNSEN, 
D. D. DRISCOLL, 
CHARLES STELZLB, 

P. F. HOLTON, 

VICTOR L. BERGER. 

WHEREAS, Death has removed from 
our ranks an able exponent of organ- 

ized labor and an earnest worker in the 

cause of humanity in the person of George 
E. McNeil; and 

WHEREAS, For more than fifty years 

Brother McNeil worked in the interest of 

labor reform with that sympathy and 
knowledge born of his own experience in 

the shop and factory, broadened by con- 

tact with men in all walks of life; and 

WHEREAS, Brother McNeil gave cheer- 

fully to the trade-union movement the 

best that was in him; was a pioneer and 

life-long worker for the establishment of 
the shorter workday, both with voice and 

pen; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention by 

a rising vote express its deep sense of 
gratitude for the noble work performed 

by our departed brother and its sorrow 

for the loss sustained by the labor move- 

ment in his death; and, be it further 

.RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 

American Federation of Labor be instruc- 

ted to convey to the family of our de- 

ceased brother the heartfelt sorrow of this 

convention and that these resolutions be 

made a part of our official records. 

Committee: 
A. JOHANNSEN, 
D. D. DRISCOLL, 

CHARLES STELZLE, 
P. F. HOLTON. 
VICTOR L. BERGER, 

Delegate Stein moved that the report 

of the committee be concurred in. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate Driscoll—I move that the Mc- 
Neil resolution be amended to provide 
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for sending an engrossed copy of the 

resolution to Mr. McNeil’s family. 

The amendment was_ seconded 

carried, 

The motion to adopt the report of the 

committee was carried by a unanimous 

rising vote. 

Delegate Hart asked permission to ad- 

dress the convention, and after a brief 

address to the fraternal delegates from 

the British Trades-Union Congress and 

the Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 

presented to Mr. Bell a handsome case of 

table silver, and a handsome gold watch 

to each of the other fraternal delegates, 

and 

Mr, Gee and Mr. -Landers. The gifts 

were presented on behalf of the dele- 

gates, 

The fraternal delegates expressed their 

appreci.a of the gifts, and each ex- 

pressed the hope that even closer rela- 

tions would be established between the 

labor movements of Great Britain, Can- 

ada and the United States. 

Delegate Foster, on behalf of the dele- 

gates, presented to Miss Agnes Wilson 

a gold watch, stating that it was pre- 

sented as a token of appreciation of the 

aid she had rendered to her father, Con- 

gressman-Elect Wilson, during the re- 

cent political campaign in Pennsylvania. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Com- 

mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 

lows: 

That no action be taken on Resolution 

No 385, as the subject-matter contained 
there was covered in Resolution No. 18. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred ‘in. 

The committee recommended that Res- 

olution No. 72 and the last paragraph of 

Resolution No. 18 be non-concurred in. 

Vice-President Duncan, Chairman of 

the Committee—The committee made a 

recommendation upon another resolution 

slightly touching upon the tariff, but not 

as a starting point nor a criterion for 

opening a tariff debate in this convention, 

Resolution No. 72—By Delegates Ryan, 
Kelly, McCain, of the International As- 
sociation of Bridge and Structural Iron 

Workers: 

WHEREAS, The United States Steel 
Corporation, and its subsidiary com- 
panies, together with the National Erec- 
tors’ Association and the National Man- 
ufacturers’ Association, have and are for 
the past fifteen months been pursuing a 
policy that is inimical to our usefulness 
as an organization; and 
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WHEREAS, The Steel Trust and its 
allies are and have been preaching and 
as tar as in their power practicing tree 
and unlimited competition in tne pur- 
chasing of labor for the erection of their 
work; and 

WHEREAS, The policy of open shop or 
unrestricted competition in labor that we 
have to sell is a hardship on us and a 
benefit to them; and 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, by the Dingiey Tariff law re- 
stricts all competition and makes compe- 
tition prohibitory in some cases in the 
manufacture and sale of the product 
which the United States Steel Co. make, 
fabricate, and erect; and 
WHEREAS, The steel they make here 

in the United States is sold at higher 
prices here than in foreign lands, the 
prices differ up to one-fourth and one- 
half less per ton than in the home mar- 
ket; this is clearly against the best in- 
terests of the workers, and the people 
in general and for the good of the few 
millionaires in the steel trusts; and 

WHEREAS, The said trust is using all 
its financial and physical strength and 
its monopoly of steel to crush the in- 
ternational Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers, and the firms 
that are fair to them, out of existence 
on the one hand by the open or non- 
union shop and on the other by declar- 
ing an embargo on companies that are 
fair; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that the Executive Council 
be instructed to draw up, or cause to 
be drawn up, immediately a bill that will 
repeal the tariff law on all steel products 
such as are manufactured by the steel 
trust, said bill to get the full pressure 
of organized labor behind it, to-wit: Cen- 
tral Bodies, State Federations and the 
undivided support of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

The last paragraph of Resolution No. 

18 reads as follows: = 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its Executive 
Council, draw up a bill that will repeal 
the tariff law on steel products and the 
Central Bodies and state branches use 
their political power with Congress for 
this purpose. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in, 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Ryan (F. M.), Foster, Duncan 

and Kelley. ® 

Delegate Kelly moved that the con- 

vention adjourn, and the discussion of the 

resolution be again taken up at the con- 

vening of the afternoon session. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 

and the convention was adjourned to 2 
p. m. 



TENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., Vice-President Duncan in the 

chair. 

Absentees—Kline, Dunn, Law, Richard- 
son, Bablitz, Bechtold, Koch, Tarr, Mc- 
Cabe, Lillien, Williams, Wulff, McSorley, 
Johnson, Creamer, Warner, Call, Free- 
man, Bradley, Miller, Clark (Thos.), Dix, 
Mahon, Garvey, Kirk, Heberling, Raasch, 
Powell, Morgan, Byrnes, Stoner, Roth- 
well, Muendlein, Zihlman, Hedley, Fail- 
or, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), Kolb, 
Porter, Crellin, Glenn, Cooney, Summer- 
ville, Hill, Botham, Woodmansee, Cragon, 
Barnes (E, E.), Jones, Hargan. 

Vice-President Duncan—The subject be- 

fore the convention is consideration of 

the motion to adopt the report of the 

Committee on Resolutions on Resolution 

No. 72, and the last paragraph of Reso- 

lution No. 18. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Kelley, McArdle and Williams. 

Delegate Shanessy moved the previous 

question. The motion was seconded, but 

not carried. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Lennon, Ramsay, McCain, Duf- 

fy (T. J.), Wilson (W. B.), Harrison and 

Brown. 

Delegate Harrison moved that debate 

close. The motion was seconded but not 

carried. 

The discussion was continued by Del- 
egates Kennedy (W. E.), Kelly (P.), 

Furuseth, Lewis (L.), and Ryan (W. D.) 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried by a vote of 
97 to 56. 

Treasurer Lennon—I move you that 

we now reconsidcr the vote by which the 
convention adopted the resolutions of the 

Bookbinders and the Wool Sorters, both 

of which deal with the tariff. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Ramsay—I rise to a point of 

order. I object to the motion being made 

at this time. A motion cannot be made 

to reconsider the two resolutions at the 

same time. 

The point of order was not sustained. 

Delegate Brown, (E. G.)—I arise to a 

point of order. The regular order of busi- 

ness is the report of the committee. The 

resolution to consider should be taken up 

as new business. 

President Gompers—Without the con- 

sent of the convention to its introduction 

the motion cannot be entertained. The 

Committee on Resolutions has the right 

of way. 

The committee recommended that the 

subject-matter of the following resolu- 

tion be referred to the various. state 

branches, with instructions to secure for 

the voters sufficient time to exercise their 

franchise on election day. 

Resolution No. 106—By Delegate P. C. 

Winn, of the International Association of 

Steam Engineers: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor declares in favor of mak- 
ing Election Day a holiday in law and 
in fact, in order that the laboring man 
shall have the proper amount of time to 
vote, and support for public office ‘‘our 
candidates.”’ 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in, 

The committee reported that Resolu- 

tion No. 120 had been withdrawn by its 

author. 

The committee recommended that Res- 
olution No. 129 be amended to read as 

follows, and further recommended that the 

American Federation of Labor renew its 

oft-repeated opposition to the employ- 

ment of armed thugs for the purpose of 

defeating organized labor in its efforts to 
better conditions, as guaranteed them 

under the constitution. 

Resolution No. 129—By Victor L. Ber- 

ger, of the Wisconsin State Federation 

of Labor: 

RESOLVED, The American Federation 
of Labor in convention assembled calis 
upon all the affiliated bodies and Trade 
Union men in general to use their best 
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efforts to secure such iegislation in the 
various states of the Union as will forbid 
the hiring and the employment of armed 
bodies of men by private persons or pri- 
vate corporations for any purpose or un- 
der any name whatsoever. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The resolution was discussed by Dele- 
gates Berger, Basenberg, Bradley, De- 

Nedrey and Lavin. 

On motion of Delegate Warner de- 

bate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was adopted. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move you 

that the Committee on Grievances be now 

given the floor to make its final report. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Treasurer Lennon—I now renew my mo- 

tion that the convention reconsider the 

vote by which the two resolutions of the 

Bookbinders and the Wool Sorters were 

adopted. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Dold—I rise to a point of or- 

der. The motion, includes two proposi- 

tions. He can only make a motion to re- 

consider one. 

President Gompers—The chair knows of 

no rule forbidding such a procedure. 

Delegate Brown, (E. G.)—What order 

of business are we under? 

President Gompers—The report of the 

Grievance Committee. The motion is not 

in order at this time. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.), for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as follows: 

TEAMSTERS, ENGINEERS AND FIRE- 

MEN, vs. BREWERY WORKERS. 

The controversy in regard to engineers 

nnd firemen working in breweries is car- 

ried on unabated, despite recommenda- 

tions and decisions of the convention of 

the American Federation of Labor. 

We have used our best efforts to bring 

about an adjustment of this difficulty, but 

without. success, 

y 
Resolution No. 38—By Gustav Dihle, of 

the Detroit Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Detroit Federation of 
Labor has instructed its delegate to the 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
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Labor shall execute the mandates of the 
two previous conventions of that body in 
regard to the question of jurisdiction be- 
tween the International Union of Steam 
Engineers and the United Brewery 
Workers. 

Resolution No. 46—By Delegate Charles 

Muendlein, of the Belleville Trades and 

Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The controversy between 
the Engineers and Firemen and the 
Brewery Workmen’s Union in this city 
created by the Brewery Workmen’s In- 
ternational Union by instructing their 
members to scab on the Engineers and 
Firemen when they were compelled te 
strike to maintain their conditions in lo- 
cal breweries on June 28, 1904; and 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. has taken 
action on this matter and that the strik- 
ing Engineers and Firemen should be 
reinstated within sixty days after ad- 
journment of the Pittsburg convention 
and also ruled that the Brewery Work- 
men’s International Union should not in- 
itiate in their organization any more en- 
gineers and firemen, and as the A. F. of 
L. officers instructed the Trades and 
Labor Assembly to use its influence and 
power to have the decision of the Pitts- 
burg convention complied with; and 

WHEREAS, The representative of the 
Trades and Labor Assembly succeeded in 
getting an agreement between the locals 
involved in the trouble and the brewery 
proprietors which was to the effect that 
all striking Engineers and Firemen should 
be reinstated, and the local Brewery 
Workmen agreed that they would not 
strike to prevent this from being done 
unless they were compelled to do so by 
their International -Union, and the En- 
gineers and Firemen also agreed that in 
ease the national officers of the United 
Brewery Workmen compelled their local 
members to strike to prevent the laws 
of the A. F. of L. from being enforced, 
they, the Engineers and Firemen would 
withdraw their members to prevent any 
loss or damage to the Brewery proprie- 
tors by the stoppage of the breweries 
until such time as the A. F. of L. would 
either compel the Brewery Workmen to 
comply with their laws or annul their 
charter. 

With this understanding between all lo- 
cal parties. concerned the brewery pro- 
prietors complied with their part of the 
agreement and reinstated the striking 
Engineers and Firemen on Feb. Ist. A 
few hours after this was done the offi- 
cers of the International Brewery Work- 
men’s Union arrived in this city and com- 
pelled the local Brewery Workmen to go 
on strike on account of the reinstate- 
ment of the Engineers and Firemen. 

In the presence of the Brewery pro- 
prietors and the representatives of the 
Central Body and Engineers and Firemen 
Mr. Kemper of the Brewery Workmen’s 
Union declared that he as a national of- 
ficer had sanctioned said strike to pre- 
vent the rulings of the A. F. of L. from 
being enforced. 
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When this was done the Engineers and 
Firemen complied with their part of the 
agreement with the Brewery proprietors 
by withdrawing their members to pre- 
vent damage and loss on account of a 
strike. Since this strike the Brewery 
Workmen’s Union have further violated 
the laws of the A. F. of L. by compelling 
the Engineers and Firemen of New Ath- 
ens, .Ill., brewery, who for years were 
members of the local Engineers and Fire- 
men’s Union, to join their organization, 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That, we as a Central 

Body, in order to restore peace and har- 
mony in the labor movement, request the 

A. F. of L. to force the International 
Brewery Workmen’s Union to comply 
with its laws or annul their charter. 

Resolution No. 127—By Delegates from 

the Teamsters, Engineers and Firemen’s 

International Unions: 

WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Brewery Workers have continuously 
refused to comply with the decisions ren- 
dered by the New Orleans, Boston, San 
Francisco and Pittsburg conventions of 
the A. F. of L. concerning the jurisdic- 
tion of the Teamsters, Engineers and 
Firemen; and 

WHEREAS, All efforts made by _ the 
representatives of the Teamsters, Engi- 
neers, Firemen and the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L. to have the Inter- 
national Union of Brewery Workers com- 
ply with decisions of preceding conven- 
tions and various meetings of the Execu- 
tive Council have failed to accomplish 
any result; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. has reported to this 
convention that the controversy has gone 
on unabated despite the recommendations 
and decisions of the conventions of the 
A. F. of L.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this, the twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the A. F. of L. that 
the charter of the International Union of . 
Brewery Workers is hereby revoked until 
such time as they comply with the de- 
cisions of the A. F. of L. 

Your committee endeavored to have the 

representatives of the above organiza- 

tions try and agree among themselves on 
a settlement of their differences. We 

believe that the best interests, of the rank 
and file of those organizations would be 

protected and promoted, if the Engineers, 

Firemen and Brewery Workers could mu- 

tually agree on a reasonable basis of 2 
settlement of their differences. The rep- 

resentatives of these organizations failing 

to reach an agreement, your committee 

recommends the following: 

1. All brewery employes now mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Workmen’s 

Union may remain such provided that 

such members of said United Brewery 

Workmen’s Union as are now employed 
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as Engineers, Firemen or Teamsters 

may withdraw from that organization 

and join their respective unions, repre- 

senting these crafts, without prejudice 
or discrimination on the part of their 
former associates. 

2. Hereafter the United 

Workmen’s Union shall not 

membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 

members of these trades, to the respec- 

tive organizations of these trades, now 

affiliated with the American Federation 

of Labor, where such organizations ex- 
ist, 

8. All engineers, firemen and team- 

sters employed in breweries shall con- 

form to the laws, rules and regulations 

made by that organization of which the 

majority of the members of the respec- 
tive crafts employed in each brewery 

are members, 

Brewery 

admit te 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 

sters In any brewery are members of 

the respective unions of these crafts, 

the organization or organizations repre- 

senting such majority shall appoint a 

committee to act co-jointly with the 

United Brewery Workmen’s Union im 

any negotiations which may arise with 

the employers, provided that the Unit- 

ed Brewery Workmen shall have equal 

representation with all the other organi- 
zations in joint conference. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation and all 

National, International, State, City Cen- 

tral and Local Unions affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor to exert 

every influence and power at their com- 

mand to make the above decision oper- 
ative and effective. 

6. Any of the organizations interested 
in this controversy violating the provi- 

sions of this report, the Executive Coun- 

cil is instructed to immediately revoke 

the charter or charters of the organiza- 

tion or organizations violating this de- 
cision, 

Delegate Shamp—I move the adoption 

of the report of the committee, (Sec- 
onded. ) 

Vice President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Valentine discussed the ques- 

tion at some length, and offered the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the report of 
the committee: 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 

“RESOLVED, That all hostilities be- 

tween the organizations interested cease 

and that at the expiration of the present 

contracts with the proprietors of the sev- 

eral breweries, the engineers, firemen and 

teamsters in the said breweries be per- 

mitted to decide as to whether they de- 

sire to affiliate with the organization of 

their craft or with the United Brewery 
Workers of America. The vote to be 
taken in such a way and under such con- 
ditions as will remove all coercion on the 
part of any of the organizations inter- 

ested. The majority vote to govern and 

the decision reached to be final insofar as 

tae American Federation of Labor is con- 

cerned, 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire, as a privi- 
leged motion, to move that smoking cease 

during the remaining sessions of this 

convention. (Seconded.) 

A motion was made and carried that 
the motion offered by Treasurer Lennon 

be laid upon the table. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the substitute offered by Delegate Valen- 

tine be adopted. 

Delegate 

question, 

Kugler, in 

said in part: 

discussing the 

One of the delegates said a large asso- 

ciation of employers has been formed. 

In the brewery industry today a large 

combination has been formed, and these 

people are glad to see trouble among 

the employes. The other side in this 

dispute seems to think there is no way 

of stopping these jurisdiction disputes, 

except by revoking charters. People 

from different localities here say there is 

no trouble in their cities; but the other 

side speak of Belleville and St. Louis and 

call the brothers there scabs. Brother 

Kemper will explain the situation there. 
In regard to living up to union prin- 

ciples, I want to tell you that in the 
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brewery industry today we do protect 
our members. ‘The brewers know that 

when we are united we can enforce our 

demands, and for that reason they want 

the craft divided into five or six organi- 

zations. There is not an organization 

today that has worked itself up to a 

membership of 36,000 men that can show 

the record the Brewery Workmen can. 

It is impossible for these other organiza- 

tions to harm the Brewery Workers, be- 

cause the rank and file want to be mem- 

bers of our International crganization. 

I want to tell you that the rank and 

file of the engineers and firemen in the 

breweries are in full sympathy with the 

Brewery Workers, for they know very 

well what has been accomplished by that 

organization in the last few years. We 

appreciate the good work that has been 

accomplished by you, but we want you 

to be fair to -us. 

The question was 

Delegates Sullivan 

Leps. 

Delegate Guerin—I would like to have 

some information, The report speaks of 

a vote of the majority of the men con- 

cerned. Does that mean a _ majority 

throughout the jurisdiction, in any given 

locality, or in any given brewery? 

Delegate Lewis—Any given locality. 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Kennedy (W. E.), Connolly, 

Flood and Sullivan (J.). 

Further discussion was deferred until 

the session to be convened Friday morn- 

ing. # 

also discussed by 

(T. J.), Winn and 

The chairman appointed as a special 
committee, as provided for in Resolution 

No. 5, Delegates Frank Duffy, John J. 

Pfeiffer and E. J. McCullen. 

On motion of Delegate Myrup the con- 

vention was adjourned to 9 a m_ Fri- 

day, November 28d, 



ELEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

9 a. m. Friday, November 238d, President 
Gompers in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious session was dispensed with. 

Absentees—Kline, Cummins, Dunn, 
James, McCain, Law, Richardson, Tracy, 
Koch, Rickert, Larger, Tarr, McCabe, 
Lawler, Lillien, Wulff, McSorley, Walsh, 
Warner, Hogan, Call, Freeman, Downey, 
Bradley, Mellor, Gudbrandsen, Clark 
(Thos.), Dix, Mahon, Commons, McMor- 
row, Garvey, Kirk, Heberling, Barry, 
Raasch, Powell, McAndrews, Morgan, 
Entenza, Byrne, Stoner, Weaver, Iglesias, 
Rothwell, Zihiman, Hedly, Burgess 
(Catherine), Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perk- 
ins (R. W.), Basenberg, Porter, Crellin, 
O'Neill, Fitzpatrick, Glenn, Cooney, Hill, 
Saylor, Botham, Woodmansee, Cragon, 
Barnes (E. E.), Jones, Hargan, D’Aless- 
andro, McFadden. 

President Gompers—The consideration 

ef Delegate Valentine’s substitute for 

the report of the committee is the ques- 

tion before the convention, 

Delegate Kugler—I see no mention of 

my part in the discussion of the ques- 

tion in the printed proceedings of yes- 

terday, and I therefore ask the privi- 
lege of the floor at this time. 

President Gompers—Inasmuch as you 

have spoken on the matter under discus- 

sion the privilege of the floor cannot be 

granted you the second time. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Barnes (J. M.), Morton, Sullivan (J. 

L.), Berger and Lennon. 

During his discussion of the question 

Treasurer Lennon saki; “A statement I 

made a year or two ago has been quoted 

incorrectly. What I said at that time 

was that I would not vote for the revo- 

cation of a charter, except for violation 

of fundamental principles of trade-union- 

ism.”’ 

Later Treasurer Lennon moved as an 

amendment that paragraph No, 6 of the 

proposition of the committee be stricker 

out. (Seconded.) 

The question was further discussed by 

Delegates Flannery and Healy. 

Vice President Duncan in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Grace and Lyons, 

At the expiration of the ten minutes 

allowed for his discussion, Delegate Lyons 

wished to continue his remarks. Objec- 

tion was made, but later withdrawn at 

the request of Delegate Kemper. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates West, Comerford, Kemper and 

McKee. 

At the hour for adjournment Vice 

President Duncan announced that if Del- 

egate McKee wished to complete his dis- 

cussion at that time the convention would 

remain in session fo hear him; if not, he 

could continue after the noon adjourn- 

ment. Delegate McKee announced that 

he would continue his discussion of the 

question after adjournment. 

The convention was adjourned to meet 

at 2 Dh We 
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ELEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

2 p. m., President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees—Kline, Cummins, Dunn, 
James, Law, Richardson, Cable, Koch, 
Larger, Tarr, McCabe, Lillien, Wulff, Mc- 
Sorley, Walsh, Warner, Call, Freeman, 
Bradley, Spiegl, Gudbrandsen, Dix, Ma- 
hon, Commons, McMorrow, Garvey, Kirk, 
Heberling, Barry, Raasch, Powell, Mc- 
Andrews, Morgan, Walker, Byrne, Sween- 
ey, Stoner, Rothwell, Zihlman, Hedly, 
Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. W.), 
Porter, Crellin, Glenn, Cooney, Summer- 
ville, Hill, Saylor, Botham, Woodmansee, 
Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), Jones, Hargan, 
D'Alessandro, McFadden. 

Delegate McKee continued his discus- 
sion of the amendment, offered by Dele- 

gate Valentine, to the report of the Com- 

mittee on Grievances, The question was 

further discussed by Delegates Shamp, 

Ketter and Valentine. 

President Gompers—I think the convene 

tion is about ready to vote. The ques- 

tion was discussed two hours yesterday, 

three hours this morning and one hour 

this afternoon, The question before the 

convention is the substitute offered by 

Delegate Valentine. 

The substitute offered by Vice Presi- 

dent Valentine: was lost, on a viva-voce 

vote. 

On the amendment offered by Treasurer 

Lennon, Delegate Kemper asked for a 

roll call; but the request was not sup- 

ported by a sufficient number of dele- 

gates. A division was then called for, 

and the amendment was lost by a vote of 
106 to 68. 

Delegate Kemper asked for a roll call 

on the motion to adopt the report of 

the committee. A _ sufficient number of 

delegates supported the request, and the 

Secretary proceeded to call the roll, 
which resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Klapetzky, Noschang, Shanessy, 
Fischer (Jacob), Whitehead, Kline, Cum- 
mins, Henry, Dunn (Geo. F.), Flynn, 
Johnson (W. L. A.), Tobin, James, Mur- 
phy, Casey, Walls, Hank, Butterworth, 
Ryan (F. M.), McCain, Duffy (Frank), 
Guerin, Potts, Huber. McKinlay, Macfar- 

lane, Swartz, Gengenback, Mouioy, vWon- 
way, Morris, Lobenberg, Robinson (H.), 
Manning, Russell, McNulty, Kennedy, 
Fay, Feeney, Comerford, McKee, Ketter, 
Winn, Healy, Shamp, Morton, Cumming 
(J. M.), Mangan, Flannery, Rickert, 
Larger, Hagan, McMahon, Hayes, Hoag, 
West, Duncan, Delaney, Coombe, Lock- 
wood, Lawlor, Maher, Donovan, Stem- 
purgh, Lillien, Driscoll, Fitzpatrick (J. J.), 
Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (J. L.), Farrell, 
McSorley, Roth, Smiley, Hyde, Johnson 
(Lawrence), O’Connell, Creamer, Warner, 
Ireland, Frayne, Downey, Musicians’ Del- 
egation (89 votes), Skemp, Lucas, Mellor, 
Wilson (James), Jordan, Duffy (T. J.), 
Mumford, Higgins, Quick, Ramsay, Lam- 
pert, Mahon, Commons, Penje, Furuseth, 
Frazier, Harrington, Clark (W. W.), Hart, 
Kelly (P. J.), Hawley, Heberling, Robin- 
son (Hugh), Flood, Barry, Donaghue, 
Grace, Toone, Golden, O’Donnell, Lynch, 
Morrison, Foster, Stevenson, Colbert, En- 
gel, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Fosdick, 
Jones (Jerome), Ream, McCarthy (F. H.), 
Templeman, Gottlob, Sheridan, Anderson, 
Bruten, Muendlein, Joyce, Grant, Johann- 
sen, Ott, Whitlam, Lyon, Urick, Farley, 
Dihle, Burgess, Bohm, O’Conor, Guye, 
Leps, Chaney, McCullen, Collins, Fitz- 
patrick (J. B.), Burns, Downey (T. J.), 
DeNedrey, Voll, Cardiff, Riddell, McCal- 
lum, Mulkern, Dunne’(J. R.). Pacelli— 
7,775 votes. 

Nays—Myrup, Schirra, Glockling, Kem- 
per, Gannon, Sullivan (John), Kugler, 
Kelly (Garry), Crampton, Gompers, Tracy, 
Barnes (J. M.), French, Smith (J. T.), 
Bablitz, Kellington, Bechtold, McArdle, 
Williams, Lewis (Llewelyn), Pfeiffer, 
Keefe, Barter, Harrison, Wild, Walsh, 
Donnelly, Call, Grout, Freeman, Paulitsch, 
Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Lewis (T. L.), 
Ryan (W. D.), Fahy, Dempsey, Savage, 
Valentine, Denny, Bradley, Digel, Barie, 
Musicians’ Delegation (265 votes), Finger, 
Holton, Dold, Clark (Thos.), Badgley, 
Kennedy, Gund, Shepard, Brown, Lennon, 
Dahlman, Fisher (Henry), McAndrews, 
Gebelein, Entenza, Walker, Weaver, Igles- 
ias, Berger, Hewitt, Linxweiler, Shartel, 
Whiteman, Kleinman, Maloney, Kolb, 
Basenberg, Van Lear, Noonan, Lang, 
Clindinst, Freer, O’Neill, Corless, Lippert, 
McSwiggen, Lavin, Wille—5,630 votes. 

Not voting—Law, Stein, Richardson, 
Cable, Koch, Faulkner, Tarr, McCabe, 
Wulff, Hogan, Archibald, Gudbrandsen, 
Dix, McCarthy (P. F.), McMorrow, Gar- 
vey, Kirk, Raasch, Powell, Morgan, Perk- 
ins (E. A.), Byrne, Connolly (C. P.), 
Sweeney, Stoner, Davis, O’Brien, Roth- 
well, Brown (E. G.), Campbell, Zihlman, 
Hedly, Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. 
W.), Whitney, Maupin, Porter, Crellin, 
Douglas, Glenn, Cooney, Summerville, 
Hill, Saylor, Botham, Woodmansee, Crag- 
on, Barnes (E. E.), Jones (H. P.), Har- 
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gan, D’Alessandro, McFadden, Reid, Kelly 
(J. T.), Gee, Bell, Landers—577 votes. 

Delegate Winn—I move you that we 

now affirm what is known as the ‘“Lav- 

ery Amendment;’’ that applies to the 

Belleville and St. Louis scabbing: affair. 

President Gompers—Is not that the in- 

troduction of new matter? Is there ob- 

jection to its introduction? 

Objection being offered to the intro- 

duction of the motion, it was withdrawn. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—That concludes 

the report of the Committee on Griev- 

ances, except the reading of the names. 

The report is signed by the. full com- 

mittee: James O’Connell, chairman; 

John F. Tobin, W. E. Klapetzky, John 

Golden, F. J. McNulty, Chas. Delaney, 

Jos. N. Weber, C. P. Connolly, Frank H. 

McCarthy, T. J. Sullivan, Hugh Robin- 

son, Harry P. Hoag, and T. L. Lewis, sec- 
retary. 

Secretary Morrison—I move that the re- 

port of the committee be adopted as a 

whole. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers introduced to the 

convention Rev. J. A. Ryan, professor of 

theology, St. Paul’s Seminary, St. Paul, 

Minn., and author of “A Living Wage.’’ 

President Gompers introduced Father 

Ryan to the convention as being in sym- 

pathy with the toilers in all their aspi- 

rations. Father Ryan spoke eloquently 

ef the benefits of organization to the 

working people, and very strongly advo- 
eated the closed-shop principle. 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire now to offer 

a motion that this convention reconsider 

the vote by which we adopted the tariff 

resolution from the Textile Workers and 

the Bookbinders’ organizations. (Resolu- 

tions Nos. 40 and 122.) Seconded. 

Delegate McNulty asked that the Presi- 
dent explain the proposition on which 

the vote was to be taken, as some of the 

delegates did not thoroughly understand 

it. President Gompers explained ithe 

question before the convention, and also 

the tenor of the two resolutions. 

Delegate Kennedy (W. E.) asked that 

President Gompers explain to the dele- 

gates why a resolution asking that the 

tariff be lowered was killed. The Presi- 

dent stated that as that matter had been 
discussed thoroughly the delegates under- 

stood it as well as the chairman did. 

Delegate Ryan (F. M.) asked if it would 

be in order to ask Treasurer Lennon why 

he made the motion to reconsider. The 

President replied that it would not be in 

ordef. 

The motion to reconsider was lost by 
a vote of 79 to 75. 

Delegate Johannsen—I have a communi- 

cation from the Executive Council of the 

Woodworkers, in Chicago, asking if all 

hostilities are to cease between our or- 

ganization and the carpenters. I would 
like to be enlightened by the delegates 

from the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 

ters and Joiners as to whether they are 

ready to declare off all hostilities. 

President Gompers—The President has 

had a conference with President Huber 

in regard to this subject, and Brother 

Huber stated that before I had called 

upon him for that purpose he had made 

up his mind that upon his return to their 

headquarters he would immediately pro- 

ceed to make known to the organization 

throughout the country that hostilities 

of all sorts must cease at once. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Com- 

mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 

lows: 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be non-concurred in: 

Resolution No. 130—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven that 
the militia can be used by capitalists as 
an engine of destruction in the subjuga- 
tion of the working people—workmen in 
uniform have been thus arrayed against 
workmen out on a strike, and ordered to 
shoot down their brothers; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby instruct all affiliated 
bodies to hold absolutely aloof from any 
connection with the militia until the mili- 
tary system in vogue in Switzerland, or a 
= system is adopted in the United 
tates. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Berger, Vice-President Duncan and 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.). 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 

President Gompers. 

XUb 
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The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

The committee reported that Resolu- 

tion No, 1381 had been referred to the 

Committee on President’s Report and had 

already been acted upon. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be non-concurred in: 

Resolution No, 132—By Delegate Victor 

L. Berger, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 

tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values, 
er makes them useful and accessible to 
mankind, but the present economic sys- 
tem is such that it is impossible for the 
great mass of wage earners to Save up 
a sufficient amount of money or prop- 
erty to secure them against want and 
misery, and indignities of capitalistic 
eharity in their old age; and : 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve 
and elevate the standard of living of the 
working class everywhere, and in’ every 
possible way; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
ei] of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
induce the Congress of the United States 
to pass a bill which will secure to every 
wage worker in the United States who 
has earned no more than $1,000 average 
wages per year, a pension of not less than 
$12.00 per month at the age of 60, and 
thereafter for the rest of his or her nat- 
ural life; provided, however, that such 
wage earner is a citizen of the United 
States and has lived in this country for 
at least 21 years continuously at the time 
the application is made. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

eurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 

length by Delegate Berger. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

On the following resolution the com- 
mittee reported: The committee reaf- 

firms the former favorable position of 

the American Federation of Labor rela- 

tive to the subject matter contained in 

this resolution: 

Resolution No. 145—By Sam De Nedrey, 

ef the Central Labor Union of the Dis- 

trict of Columbia: 

WHEREAS, The bona fide residents of 
the District of Columbia have been for 
three decades past, and are now denied 
the right of suffrage by Congressional 
enactment, though heavily taxed, and 
forced to live under an appointive form 
ef government; and 

WHEREAS, An earnest effort is now 
weing made by the organized workers of 
the District of Columbia, and their friends 

bo Ww or 

to secure the right of government by 
elective franchise; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled, hereby endorse the proposition to 
give to the bona fide residents of the 
District of Columbia the right of self- 
government, and direct that the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor 
give all assistance possible to secure such 
self-government, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee reported that Resolu- 

tion No. 147 had been referred to the 

Committee on President’s Report and had 

been acted upon. 

The committee recommended that the 

following resolution be concurred in: 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegates Frank 

J. McNulty, S. J. Fay and W. E. Kennedy, 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 

trical Workers: 

WHEREAS, It is the intention of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers to endeavor to have the Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Companies declared 
common carriers and brought under the 
provisions of the Interstate Commerce 
Law; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to render all assist- 
ance — to the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers to have such 
a law enacted. 

Delegate Furuseth—I think the resolu- 

tion should be recommitted to the com- 

mittee. The legislative body of this gov- 

ernment does not say what is a common 

carrier. What is a common carrier de- 

pends upon common law. The Associated 

Press was held to be a common carrier 

by the Supreme Court of the United 

States, and there is no doubt that i. the 

matter came before the courts the tele- 

phone companies could be held to be com- 

mon carriers. That particular phase of 

it, I think, has not been passed upon. I 

move that the resolution be recommitted 

to the Committee on Resolutions. (Sec- 

onded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate McNulty. 

‘ 

The motion to recommit to the com- 

mittee was lost. The motion to adopt the 

report of the committee was carried. 

President Gompers—I wish to state for 

the information of the delegates that on 

November 7th Secretary Morrison, Vice- 

President O’Connell, the attorney of the 

American Federation of Labor and myself 
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had «w conference with President Roose- 
velit in regard to matters affecting organ- 

ized labor, particularly in regard to the 

anti-injunction bill. It is not necessary 

to state all President Roosevelt said. His 

mind seemed to be in a receptive mood, 

and he desired to have the real cause of 

complaint presented to him in proper 

form, that is, where injunctions have been 

issued that violated the rights of citi- 

zenship and manhood. The chair re- 

quests the officers of organizations and 

the delegates who have original injunc- 

tions of such a character to forward them 
to the office of the American Federation 

of Labor so that at the proper time they 

may be presented to President Roosevelt. 

The committee recommended _ that 

Resolution No. 149 be referred to the 

Executive Council when amended to read 

as follows: 

Resolution No. 149—By Delegates Frank 

J. McNulty, S. J. Fay and W. E. Kennedy, 

of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 

trical Workers: 

WHEREAS, The American Telephon* 
and Telegraph Company (Bell system), 
with its ramifications extending through- 
out the United States, does persistently 
discriminate against the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; and 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers is at present 
involved in difficulty with said corpora- 
tion in twenty-five states in defenge of 
the right to form and maintain an or- 
ganization; and 
WHEREAS, The present strife is apt 

to extend to all states and territories in 
the near future; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
does hereby endorse the position assumed 
by the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers against the aforesaid com- 
any in defense of the principle of organ- 
zed labor, and all affiliated organizations 
be requested to render the _ Electrical 
Workers all possible aid in this strug- 
gle; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be empowered to levy an assessment 
on all affiliated unions, if necessary, as 
provided for in the Constitution, to pre- 
vent this gigantic corporation from de- 
feating the Electrical Workers through 
lack of funds. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was  2oncurred in. 

Ti 2 committee recommended concur- 

rence in Resolution No. 151, when amend- 

ed to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 151—By Delegate A. L. 
Faulkner, of the Amalgamated Window 

Glass Workers of America: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its President 
and Executive Council, shall make the 
fullest possible investigation relative to 
the alleged importation of alien labor hy 
the state of South Carolina, and will use 
every effort to prevent any violation of 
the contract labor law and to punish al. 
offenders, 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—The parties in- 

troducing this resolution, we understand, 

left the city immediately after present- 

ing it. Your committee had no oppor- 

tunity to get any further information 

relative to the matter than is contained 

in the resolution. We do not believe 

the American Federation of Labor desires 

to have its Executive Council denounce 

the parties mentioned in this resolution. 

and afterwards investigate the statements 

and charges for the purpose of finding 

out whether or not they should be de- 
nounced. We are also loth to believe 

that Commissioner General Sargent, Com- 

missioner Neill, or the other gentleman 

are guilty of the charges contained in the 

resolution. 

Vice-President Hayes — Delegates 

Faulkner and Tarr, president and secre- 

tary of the Window Glass Workers, were 

here the first three or four days of the 

convention, but were called to Pittsburg 

to attend a conference of manufacturers. 

Before going they showed me this reso- 

lution. I advised them to consult with 

some of the resident officers at Washing- 

ton as to the advisability of presenting 

the resolution. They asked me to ®x- 

plain why they were compelled to leave, 

and that is my principal object in speak- 

ing. At the same time I wish to approve 
of the report of the committee. It is the 
best that can be recommended at this 

time. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

On motion of Delegate Warner the elec- 
tion of officers was made a special order 

of business for ten o’clock Saturday. 

Delegate Driscoll moved that when the 

convention adjourned it be to reconvene 

at 8 p.m. The motion was seconded and 

carried. 

The committee recommended that the 
following resolution be concurred in: 
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Resolution No. 152—By Delegate Will- 

iam F. Gund, of the International Print- 
ing Pressmen and Assistants’ Union: 

WHEREAS, The Minneapolis Tribune 
Publishing Company has locked out cer- 
tain members of the Minneapolis Press- 
men’s Union No. 20, because of their be- 
ing union men and standing for union 
principles; and 

WHEREAS, The Minneapolis Tribune 
Publishing Company has demonstrated 
that it is antagonistic to organized labor 
and will not employ members of the Min- 
neapolis Pressmen’s Union No. 20; and 

WHEREAS, The Minneapolis Trades 
and Labor Assembly of Minneapolis and 
Hennepin County, the State Blue Label 
League of Minnesota, and the Minnesota 
State Federation of Labor have endorsed 
the action of the Minneapolis Pressmen’s 
Union No. 20 in their efforts to unionize 
the pressmen of the Minneapolis Tribune 
Publishing Company; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we give the Minne- 
apolis Pressmen’s Union No. 20 our, unit- 
ed moral support in their efforts to union- 
ize the pressmen of the Minneapolis Trib- 
une Pubiishing Company, of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

Vice-President Duncan moved to re- 

consider the motion to convene at 8 p. m. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The motion providing for a night ses- 

sion was then voted on and lost. 

Delegate Furuseth moved that the rules 

of the convention be suspended as to ad- 

journing at noon on Saturday. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Smiley—I have received a 

communication: from Trenton, N. J., 

where one of our locals went on strike 

three months ago, that three of the lady 

members and one of the men have been 

indicted and convicted of conspiracy. 

They were convicted because they were 

doing picket duty. We want to call the 

attention of the delegates to the condi- 

tions that exist in that city. 

Delegate Golden read the following tele- 

gram: 

“Fall River, Mass., Nov. 23. 

“Manufacturers have conceded our re- 
quest for ten per cent advance Monday 
morning. His Honor, the Mayor, has 
been untiring in his efforts. Much credit 
is due him. 

“JAMES FANSEY, President.” 

On motion of Delegate Driscoll the 
rules were suspended to allow the con- 

vention to remain in session until the 

report of the Committee on Resolutions 

could be completed. 

On Resolution No. 154 the committee 

reported as follows: The committee ob- 

jects to the first ‘“‘Resolved’’ because it 

asks the American Federation of Labor 

to make an investigation, but first asks 

that the Associated Press be denounced. 

The committee reports favorably on the 
resolution when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 154—By Delegate Daniel 

L. Russell, of the Commercial Telegra- 

phers’ Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Associated Press has 
done everything in its power to discourage 
the attempts of the telegraphers in its 
employ to organize for their advancement 
and protection; arid 

WHEREAS, The Associated Press has 
formed a sympathetic alliance with the 
Western .Union Telegraph Company to 
block the progressive efforts of the Com- 
— Telegraphers’ Union of America; 
an 

WHEREAS, Because a committee of 
union telegraphers recently requested an 
adjustment of manifestly unfair hours 
and salaries, the Associated Press Board 
of Directors rescinded a resolution passed 
more than two years ago granting teleg- 
raphers free typewriters and a two weeks’ 
vacation each year with full pay; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That unless the Executive 
Council can bring about an amicable un- 
derstanding between the Associated Press 
and the Commercial Telegraphers’ Union 
of America, the Executive Council shall, 
after full and impartial investigation, con- 
sider the advisability of placing the As- 
sociated Press upon the unfair list. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Russell, Mitchell, Lynch, Ramsay, 

Ryan (W. D.), Wilson (W. D.), Higgins 

and Duncan. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

On Resolution No. 156 the committee 

reported: The committee pelieves the in- 

formation at hand is too crude to warrant 

concurrence in the resolution. We, there- 

fore, recommend that the subject-matter 

be referred to the Executive Council, with 

instructions to immediately make such 

investigation as may be deemed 

necessary, and render the organizations 

interested such assistance as the inves- 

tigation, may warrant. 
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Resolution No, 156By Delegate Glock- 
ling, on behalf of the International Typo- 

graphical Union Delegation, The Inter- 

national Printing Pressmen and Assist- 

ants’ Union Delegation, and the Interna- 

tional Brotherhood of Bookbinders’ Dele- 

gation: 

WHEREAS, Recent action of Public 
Printer Chas. A. Stillings indicates a 
policy which tends to degrade the em- 
ployes of the Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C., by the continuous is- 
suance of orders under the plea of public 
interest that humiliates said employes and 
which will bring dissatisfaction, discord 
and disorganization among them, results, 
prejudicial to the best interests and 
efticiency of the Government Printing of- 
fice and hence the public interest; and 

WHEREAS, A recent order issued by 
Printer Stillings is an indication of a 
future policy that warrants the assump- 
tion heretofore expressed and which is 
as follows: 

“Text of order recently issued over the 
public signature of Chas. A. Stillings, 

printer. 

“Foremen and chiefs of divisions shall 
immediately inform the public printer in 
writing through the proper official chan- 
nels as to the number of employes of 
all grades now under their direction 
whose services can be dispensed with be- 
cause of inefficiency, ill health, tubercu- 
losis or lack of work. 

“This matter requires immediate at- 
tention and must be worked out conscien- 
tiously, carefully and correctly by every 
officer affected by this special order. 
These reports, bearing the endorsements, 
recommendations and opinions of the su- 
perior officers must all be received by 
the private secretary not later than Sat- 
urday noon, Nov. 17th, 1906. 

“Officers in doubt in regard to the scope 
of this’ special order and as to how to 
proceed shall apply for instructions to 
their immediate superior officer—i. e., 
foreman of printing, acting foreman of 
binding, foreman of press work, etc. It 
is suggested, in order that this matter 
may be taken up with uniformity and to 
insure the records of this office being 
kept absolutely clear, that each officer 
shall first prepare a list of the indi- 
viduals whom he would recommend for 
dismissal, appending thereto a statement 
of each individual cas® upon a separate 
sheet of paper, giving in full the reasons 
why each employe should be separated 
from the service. 

“As regards the analysis of the em- 
ployes, it is suggested that the following 
points be considered carefully: 

“First, efficiency; 
third, deportment; 

character; 
fourth, health and 

cleanliness; fifth, average attendance; 
sixth, length of service; seventh, desir- 
ability for the future; eighth, any special 
defects or objections which are in marked 
contrast to the average personnel of the 
fnarees in the division. 

second, 
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“The public printer will be enabled to 
judge by these reports as to how far 
officials in charge of divisions understand 
the output and general character of the 
individuals under them and as to what 
extent they can be relied upon as offi- 
cers for the exercise of good sound busi- 
ness judgment, common sense and fuir- 
ness, 

“If the above points are carefully cov- 
ered, coupled with the ideas and sug- 
gestions of the officers making the re- 
port it is believed that the necessary re- 
liable information can be secured upon 
which to base action.’’ Be it, therefore, 

_RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby are, instructed to make 
investigation into the general policy of 
Public Printer Stillings in its relation to 
the employes of the Government Printing 
Office, and to enter protest wherein such 
policy indicates tendency to humiliate or 
degrade such employes, or that tends to 
prejudice the standard and independence 
of an American citizen; and that heads 
of departments removed from positions 
by reason of refusal to stultify them- 
selves in aiding in such methods bé of- 
fered every protection possible by the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—The convention 

a few days ago recommitted to the com- 

mittee Resolution No. 53, with certain 

instructions. In lieu of that resoluticn 

the committee presents the following: 

ECONOMIC PROGRAM. 

The aims, desires and aspirations of 

trade-unionists comprise all that is neces- 

Sary or possible to the well-being of. the 
human family and in the pursuit or ac- 

complishment of which we cheerfully ac- 

cept and, in fact, desire all the assist- 

ance which can be given our movement by 

all forces which stand for the betterment 

of mankind. In this position we are in 

close relationship to other reform bodies 

and with them agree, that not only should 

the burdens of toil be made lighter, but 

that each worker has an undeniable right 

to enjoy the full benefit of that which 

he or she produces. As _ trade-unionists 

we stand for greater liberty, and are de- 

termined so to act that the future shall 

be more congenial to the whole human 

family, and especially more bright and 

enjoyable to men and women bread-win- 

ners of North America, whom we directly, 

and indirectly represent. 

We unhesitatingly announce that the 

trade-union movement herein represented 

is the most practical, safe and legitimate 

channel through which the working men 

and women of North America should 

continue not only to seek redress for 
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their wrongs, but by which they can 
strengthen their economic position until 

it will place labor in full possession of its 

imherent rights. 

We declare that since the inception of 

our movement inquiry into the best form 

of government has been its guiding mo- 

tive, and will so continue while there is 

a high moral desire to gratify, or an in- 

justice to correct. Our meetings, local, 

national and international, are now and 

always have been, free to the discussion 

of any legitimate economic or political 

question, but, on the other hand, are as 

equally pronounced against partisan poli- 

tics, religious dissensions, or race preju- 

dices, and as success has followed*these 

meritorious conclusions, we would be un- 

faithful to the duty we owe to mankind 

to do other than strongly recommend a 

continuance of the methods, the inculca- 

tion of which means the greatest amiount 

of safety to our movement, with the least 

degree of danger. 

In furtherance of our claim, namely, 

that our principles comprise the fullest 

and highest scope of human activity, and 

from time to time will be enhanced and 

advanced in accordance with the demands 

to satisfy human needs and desires, we 

recommend the following as a partial 

statement at this time of the economic 

demands of the American Federation of 

Labor: 

1., Free schools edu- 

cation. 

and compulsory 

2. Unrelenting protest against the is- 

suance and abuse of injunction process 

in labor disputes. : 

3. A work day of not more than eight 

hours in the twenty-four hour day. 

4. A strict recognition of not over 

eight hours per day on all federal, state 

or municipal work and at not less than 

the prevailing per diem wage rate of 

the class of employment in the vicinity 

where the work is performed. 

5. Release from employment one day 

in seven. 

6. The abolition of the contract system 

on public work. 

7. The municipal ownership of public 

utilities. 

8. The abolition of the sweat shop sys- 

tem. 
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9. Sanitary inspection of factory, work- 
shop, mine and home. 

10. Liability of employers for injury te 

body or loss of life. 

11. The nationalization of 

and telephone. 

telegraph 

12. The passage of anti-child labor 

laws in states where they do not exist 

and rigid defence of them where they 

have been enacted into law. 

13. Woman suffrage co-equal with man 

suffrage. 

14. Suitable and plentiful play grounds 

for children in all cities. 

15. Continued agitation for the public 

bath system in all cities. 

16. Qualifications in permits to build 

of all cities and towns, that there shall 

be bathrooms and bathroom attachments 

in all houses or compartments used for 

habitation. 

17. We favor a system of finance 

whereby money shall be issued exclusively 

by the government, with such regula- 

tions and restrictions as will protect it 

from manipulation by the banking in- 

terests for their own private gain. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be con- 

curred in. 

Delegate Barnes moved to amend by 

striking out the words ‘“‘not only’’ in the 

sixth line of the second paragraph, and 

all after the word ‘“‘wrong.’’ (Seconded.) 

Vice President Duncan—The resolution 

of Delegate Brown which caused this to 

be re-referred to the committee had ref- 

erence to certain well known declarations 

of the American Federation of Labor, and 

directly associated them with a program 

and with the money question. His prin- 

cipal with the 

looked 

American 

hobby was in connection 

money question. The committee 

over the the 

Federation of Labor on this subject, and 

declarations of 

the preamble following and the program 

recommended by us is practically the 

Same as that recommended by the New 

We believe the pub- 

lic bath system is excellent, and we add- 

ed to it that permits for buildings in 

Orleans convention. 
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cities and towns should provide for bath- 

rooms and bathroom attachments in the 

homes of the people. That is the new 

proposition, 

Delegate Tcbin—I move that action 

upon this resolution be postponed until 

tomorrow after it is printed. (Seconded,) 
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The amendment offered by Delegate 

Barnes was lost. 

The motion to defer was carried. 

The convention was adjourned at 6:45 

to meet at 9 a. m. Saturday, Navomber 

2ALh, 



TWELFTH DAY—Morning Session. 

The convention was called to order at 

§ a. m., Saturday, November 24th, Pres- 

ident Gompers in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious session was dispensed with. 

Absentees—Kline, Cummins, Dunn, 
James, Casey, Walls, Hank (Chas.), Mc- 
Cain, Richardson, Lobenberg, Shamp, 
Koch, Tarr, McCabe, Lillien, Wulff, Mc- 
Sorley, Walsh, Creamer, Warner, Call, 
Grout, Freeman, Bradley, Miller, Carey 
(D. A.), Skemp, Duffy, Dix, McMorrow, 
Garvey, Kirk, Heberling, Flood, Barry, 
Raasch, Powell, McAndrews, Morgan, 
Byrne, Sweeney, Stoner, Rothwell, Muend- 
lein, Campbell, Zihlman, Linxweiler, Urick, 
Hedly, Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. 
W.), Porter, Crellin, Guye, Douglas, Glenn, 
Cooney, Summerville, Hill, Saylor, Both- 
am, Voll, Cragon, Barnes (E. E.), Jones, 
Hargan, D’ Alessandro, 

President Gompers—The question be- 

fore the house is the motion to concur 

in the report of the Committee on Reso- 

lutions’ economic program’ read last 

evening. 

Delegate Furuseth—I move to amend 

by inserting at the head of the first page, 

making it paragraph 1, and then chang- 

ing all the rest of the numerals, the fol- 

lowing: 

The abolition of all 

untary servitude, except as a punish- 

ment for crime. (Seconded.) . 

Secretary Morrison—I move to amend 

by adding after the words ‘‘free schools” 

the word “free text-books.’’ (Seconded.) 

Both amendments were carried. 

Delegate Furuseth—I move to amend 

by adding after the section now num- 

bered 14, ‘“‘the initiative and referen- 

dum and the imperative mandate and 

right of recall.” 

The 

earried, 

carried, 

forms of invol- 

amendment was 

The motion as 

seconded and 

amended was 

Delegate Ryan—The committee -<desires 

to submit two short resolutions, in which 

we concur. 

Resolution No. 

Resolutions: 

157—By Committee on 

The women delegates, wives and friends 
of delegates to this convention desire to 
thank the women of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul for the courteous hospitality shown 
them during their stay here, and beg to 
assure the resident women friends of or- 
ganized labor in this vicinity that their 
efforts in behalf of the enjoyment of the 
visiting women have been appreciated to 
the fullest extent; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this convention here- 
by records this action, and returns its 
thanks for the kindness and courtesy 
shown the visiting women. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

Resolution No. Committee on 

Resolutions: 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
sixth annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, thanks the people of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul for their many 
tokens of official and social attentions. 
Business men, clubs, trade union officials, 
the great rank and file of organized la- 
bor, the acting mayor of the city, and the 
governor have all contributed their por- 
tion to make our stay in the ‘‘Flour City” 
both pleasant and instructive. We have 
enjoyed every moment of our sojourn 
In your Land of Laughing Water, and we 
shall carry back to our constituents— 
that great body of earnest, ambitious and 
achieving working men and women—the 
story of your many courtesies to their 
representatives, - 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES DUNCAN, 
J. W. KLINE, 
W. D. RYAN, 
J. E. TOONE, 
W. L. A. JOHNSON, 
GEO. R. FRENCH, 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
B. A. LARGER, 
D. D. MULCAHY, 
HENRY C. STEIN, 
CHAS. HANK, 
HENRY J. GOTTLOB, 
T. PACELLI, 
T. M. GUERIN, 
JOHN P. SHERIDAN. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

158—By 

On motion of Secretary Morrison the 

report of the Committee on Resolutions 

was adopted as a whole. 

(241) 
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Delegate Flynn, for the Committee on 
Boycotts, reported as follows. 

The committee recommends that Res- 

olution No. 141 be referred to the Exe- 

cutive Council, as per Article 9, Sec- 

tion 4, and recommend that it be given 

immediate attention. 

Resolution No, 141—By Delegate Wal- 
ter West, of the Amalgamated Glass- 

workers’ International Association of 

America: 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company of New York City, who had 
signed an agreement through the Decor- 
ative Glass Manufacturers’ Association of 
New York, of which they were members 
thereof, and which agreement does not 
expire until September, 1908; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company has of recent date withdrawn 
from the aforesaid Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Guiass 
Company has refused to sign an individ- 
ual agreement embodying the same con- 
ditions as that signed by the Manufac- 
turers’ Association with Local No. 36 of 
the Decorative Glassworkers’ Protective 
Se. members of the A. G. W. I. 
A.; an 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company has put on non-union men, 
which is a violation of’ the agreement 
heretofore signed by the Pittsburg Plate 
Glass Company; and 

WHEREAS, The refusal of ‘the Pittse 
burg Plate Glass Company to sign an 
individual agreement with Local 36, which 
stipulates that no one but those holding 
union cards of Local 36 shall be employed 
in the Art Stained Glass Department of 
their establishment; and 

WHEREAS, The act of the Pittsburg 
Plate Glass Company in refusing to sign 
an agreement is a declaration for the 
open-shop; and 

WHEREAS, Local 36 of the D. G. W. 
P. A., through no fault, cause or act 
of theirs, is‘not respohsible for the break- 
ing of the agreement by the Pittsburg 
late Glass Company; and 

WHEREAS, By the breaking of the 
agreement, and the refusal to sign an 
individual agreement, Local 36 has there- 
fore been obliged to withdraw its mem- 
bers from said establishment; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, through its official journal 
“The Federationist,’’ does advertise the 
products, merchandise, etc., of the afore- 
said company; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. G. W. I. A. 
does respectfully request and petition the 
A. F. of L. Executive Council do refuse 
advertisements of the Pittsburg Plate 
Glass Company for their official journal. 
It is further 

RESOLVED, That the Pittsburg Plate 
Class Co. will be placed on the ‘unfair 
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list’’ and we request that its products be 
not purchased; and it is hereby 

RESOLVED, That the same shall coa- 
tinue until such times as the Pittsburg 
Plate Glass Co. does sign an agreement 
with Local 36 of the A. G. L: &, 
either individually or as heretofore. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

Delegate West—As the mover of that 

motion I would like to make an amend- 

ment to the first section, That the Amal- 

gamated Glass Workers respectfully re- 

quest and petition that the American 

Federationist and trade-union journals 

do not accept the advertisements of the 

Pittsburg Plate Glass Company. 

President Gompers—That would he 
placing the company upon the unfair list 

of the American Federation of Labor 
prior to any investigation or attempt 
at adjustment. 

The motion to concur fm the report of 

the committee was carried. 

Flynn, for the Committee, 

the report, as follows: 

Delegate 

continued 

At the twenty-fifth annual convention 

of the American Federation of Labor, 
held in Pittsburg, attention was called 

to the large number of firms on the un- 

fair list and the necessity of reducing 

the same so that we could make our 

declarations of unfairness effective. This 

committee finds that not many changes 

have occurred during the past year and 

believe that some action must be taken 

in order to secure the co-operation of the 

Labor’ Press. We can’t expect the 

Labor Press to give the space it would 

require to publish the names of all of 

these firms, and without publicity the 

intent of the boycott is defeated. 

measure must 

find out if the National, 

Local Unions who are 

boyeott are doing 

their ,duty to bring about the desired 

Therefore we recommend that 

the organizations that have firms on the 

“We Don’t Patronize’’ list of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor, beginning Jan- 

uary 1, 1907, report every three months to 

the Executive Council of the American 

Federation of Labor what efforts they 

are making to render the boycott ef- 

fective. Failure to report for six months 

hall be sufficient cause to remove such 

boyeotts as are not reported on from the 

We believe that some 

be adopted to 

International or 

responsible for the 

results. 
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“We Don’t Patronize” list of the Amer- 

jeaw Federation of Labor. 

HOMER D. CALL, 

THOS. H. FLYNN, 

WM. PENJE, 
H. F. GUDBRANDSEN, 

GEO. W. DIGEL, 

WM. C. WULFF, 

H. J. CONWAY, 

J. F. CASEY, 

J. W. McCAIN, 

P. H. MOLLOY, 
HUGO V. KOCH, 

A. B. GROUT, 
A. McANDREWS, 
JAMES LUCAS, 
THOS. J. MUMFORD. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate West, who asked if he was ex- 

pected to submit a brief to the Execu- 
giving the facts of the tive Council 

case, 

President Gompers—The facts upon 
which the application is based must 

be set forth to substantiate the com- 

plaint, in order to allow the Executive 

Council to ascertain if a cause for com- 

plaint really exists. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.), for the Com- 

mittee on Laws, reported as follows: 

We, your Committee on Laws, beg 

leave to report as follows: 

Resolution No. 32—By Delegate T. M. 

Guerin, of the United Brotherhood of 

Carpenters and Joiners of America: 

To amend Section 7, of Article 9, by 
striking out all matter on the third and 
fourth lines after the word ‘‘shall,’’ and 
inserting the following: ‘‘Be $5 per day 
for traveling expenses and $3 per day 
for hotel.’’ 

Resolution No. 137—By Delegate M. P. 

Higgins, of the International Printing 

Pressmen and Assistants’ Union. 

The efforts of the American Federation 
ef Labor in organizing the workers of 
eur land has brought tremendous influ- 
ence for good. 

In the carrying on of this work are 
engaged a body of men known as organ- 
izers of the American Federation of La- 
bor, who, with the organizers of the 
International and National Unions, and 
ether affiliated organizations, composing 
the Federation, have done magnificent 
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work in creating this great organization 
of labor. 

Wages and hours, together with con- 
ditions and circumstances, are the prime 
efforts of all who lend their endeavors 
towards bringing those things about. 

In the matter of wages and of hours, 
the organizers alone work longest and 
are but poorly paid. To that end, it is 
but just that they too, be among those 
who are entitled to consideration for ser- 
vice given; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the sum of $3.00 per 
day be allowed the organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor for hotel 
accommodations, and incidental expenses, 
while in the employ of the Federation, as 
a means of aiding them to live while on 
the road in a manner in keeping with 
the dignity of their position. 

The committee recommended as a 

substitute for both of these resolutions 

that Section 7 of Article 9 of the Con- 

stitution be amended to read: 

Section 7: The remuneration for loss 
of time by members of the Executive 

Council or speakers engaged by them 

shall be $4.50 per day and traveling and 
hotel expenses. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concur- 

red in. 

Delegate Guerin—Does that give a 

limit for hotel expenses, or are they to 

be allowed to send in any bill they 

please? 

President Gompers—The chair under- 

stands that the practice now in vogue in 

that respect will be undisturbed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended the non- 

concurrence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No, 89—By Delegate A. W. 

McCallum, of the Federal Labor Union, 

No. 11624: 

RESOLVED, That in a city of less pop- 
ulation than 100,000 but one charter be 
issued for a ‘Federal Labor Union’”’ and 
that where more than one does now exist 
in different cities under a charter of 
the American Federation of Labor that 
steps be taken by this convention to 
have them merged with the senior organ- 
ization. ‘ 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended non-con- 

currence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegates Louis 
Kemper, John Sullivan, A. J. 

Geo. Kolb: 

Kugler and 



244 REPORT CF 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor declares itself for the most 
democratic and broadminded form of or- 
ganization; and 

WHEREAS, This includes the right of 
the membership individually and collec- 
tively, of voicing their sentiments and 
opinions agd casting their votes or bal- 
lots accordingly; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this the twenty- 
sixth convention herewith inaugurates the 
initiative and referendum and that in fu- 
ture, no law, change of constitution, or 
decision of a convention, Executive Coun- 
cil session, election of officers or repre- 
sentatives, or organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be put in forte 
until the membership at large has been 
made acquainted with the question in 
ccniroversy, and has, in addition thereto, 
had an opportunity to vote on said dis- 
puted question or election; and, be it 
further. 

RESOLVED, That the decision of such 
referendum be final and binding on all 
parties concerned. 

A motion was made and weconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Kemper and Wilson (W. B.). 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended non-con- 
eurrence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 144—By Delegate John 
3radley, of the Iron Molders’ Interna- 

tional Union of N. A.: 

RESOLVED, That the next convention 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
held, commencing on the third Monday 
in September, 1907. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 
in, 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Bradley and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell, 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

President Gompers—The hour for the 

special order of business, the election of 

officers, has arrived. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 

special order was deferred to allow the 

committee to complete its report. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—The follow- 

ing part of the President’s Report was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Laws. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES. 
A number of affiliated international 

organizations and also some local unions 
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labor under a mistake as to the financial 
assistance to which they are entitled 

under both Articles X and XIII of our 

Constitution. One international union ap- 

pealed for financial assistance from the 

defense fund created specifically for the 

members of local trade and federal la- 

bor unions as provided in Article XIII. 

On the other hand, some local trade and 

federal labor unions appealed for support 

under the assessment provision of Article 

X. Of course, in the first instance the 

claim is based clearly upon a misappre- 

hension of the provisions of Article XIII, 

but in the second the language is likely 

to mislead. It provides that the Execu- 

tive Council has the power to declare 

an assessment “in support of an affiliated 

organization engaged in a _ protracted 

strike or lock-out.” 

The word “organization’’ does not dis- 

tinguish between national or internat- 

ional, local trade or federal labor unions, 

though the purpose of the article is clear- 

ly intended to be for national and inter- 

national unions engaged in protracted 

trade disputes, while Article XIII was 

established specifically and exclusively 

in the interests of the local trade and 

federal labor unions. 

With a view of removing any doubt 

as to the intention of the law, I recom- 
mend that the word “organization’’ in 

Section 1, Article X, be stricken out, and 
the words “national or international 

union” be substituted in lieu thereof. 

I also recommend that Article X be 

transposed to become Article XII, and 

that Articles XI and XII become Arti- 

cles X and XI, respectively, and that the 
caption of the transposed Article XII 

be changed to read as follows: ‘‘Assess- 

ment in Defense of National and Inter- 

national Unions.” 

Your committee recommends that Sec- 

tion 1 of Article X be amended to read 

as follows: 

Section 1. The Executive Council shall 

have power to declare a levy of 1 zent 

per member per week on all affiliated 

unions, for a period not exceeding 10 

weeks in any one year, to assist in the 

support of any affiliated national or in- 

ternational union engaged in a protract- 

ed strike or lock-out. 

We further recommend that Article X 

become Article XII and that Article XI 

shall become Article X, and Article XII 

shall become Article XI. 
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We recommend that the caption of 
Article XII, as thus transposed, shall 

be “Assessment in Defense of National 

and International Unions.”’ 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman, 

W. B. WILSON, Secretary, 
D. A. HAYES, 

MAX MORRIS, 

JAMES M. LYNCH, 
W. D. MAHON, 

F. X. NOSCHANG, 

D. G. RAMSAY, 

F. T. HAWLEY, 
LEE M. HART, 

OWEN MILLER, 

GEO. F. DUNN, 
M. COMERFORD, 

JOHN P. MURPHY, 

THOS. SWEENEY. 

A motion was meade and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.) discussed the 

question, and moved as an amendment 

to Section 1, as recommended by the 

committee, that the word “ten” be 

stricken out and the word “twelve” in- 

serted in its place. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 

and the report as amended was adopted. 

The following recommendation was re- 

ferred from the Committee on Griev- 

ances to the Committee on Laws: 

It has been brought to the attention 

of the Grievance Committee that certain 

Central Bodies affiliated with the Amer- 

isan Federation of Labor cause more or 

less friction in an endeavor to make 

wage contracts and adjust working rules. 

In order that there may be less cause 

for friction in Central Bodies, your com- 

mittee recommends: 

That the president of the 

Federation of Labor be instructed to 

issue an official circular, notifying all 

affiliated Central Bodies that they must 

refrain from taking part in the ad- 

justment of wage contracts, wage dis- 

putes or working rules of Local Unions, 

affiliated with National or International 

Unions, unless the laws of the parent 

body allow it, or such Central Bodies 

have been requested by or receive the 

consent of the National or International 
officers of the Unions affected. 

American 
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The Committee on Laws recommended 
the following new section of the Con- 

stitution, to be known as (new) Section 

9 of Article XI. 

No Central Body shall take part in the 
adjustment of wage contracts, wage dis 

putes or working rules of Local Unions, 

affiliated with a National or Internation- 

al Union, unless the laws of the National 

or International Union permit, except 

upon the request or consent of the Exe- 

cutive Officer of the National or Inter- 

national union affected. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 
The question was discussed by Dele- 

gate Collins. 

Vice-President O’Connell—The question 

before the convention was referred to 

the Committee on Laws by the Commit- 

tee on Grievances to be incorporated ia 

the Qonstitution. It was adopted by 

the convention when the Grievance, Com- 
mittee reported. I make this as a point 

of order. The matter is not before the 

convention for discussion. 

President Gompers—The convention 

can, by a majority vote, instruct a com: 

mittee to do anything it has the righ! 

So to do, but to change the constitution 

of the American Federation of Labor 

requires a two-thirds vote. 

The report of the committee was 

adopted, more than two-thirds of the 

delegates voting in the affirmative on the 

motion to concur in the report. 

Vice-President Dunzan—I offer as un 

amendment to the report of the commit- 

tee that in Section 3 of Article TI the 

word “grievance’’ be stricken out and tie 

word “adjustment” inserted in lieu 

thereof, the committee to be then known 

as “Committee on Adjustment.”’ (Sec- 

onded.) 

The amendment was discussed by Del- 

egates Kemper and Duncan, 

The amendment was adopted, and the 

report of the committee as a _ whole 

adopted. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 

Constitution as a whole, as amended, was 

adopted. 

Delegate Penje obtained the unanimous 

consent of the convention to the introduc- 

tion of the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 159—By Wm. Penje, of 

the International Seamen’s Union: 
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WHEREAS, It is_ reported’ that on 
November 22, 1906, Kenesaw M. Landis, 
a United States Circuit Court Judge for 
the Northern District of Illinois, in a 
ease brought upon an indictment for 
the violation of a United States Statute 
protecting seamen, refused to impose a 
penalty upon the violators of said stat- 
ute, although the violators of the statute 
pleaded guilty to the said indictment in 
open court, and, in refusing to impose a 
penalty, stated that he would impose no 
penalty under any statute that was in 
conflict with his judgment, and he also 
stated that it was beneath the dignity 
of the United States Court to enter labor 
difficulties, and that upon above date he 
summarily of his own motion continued 
the said case indefinitely (this amounting 
to a final disposition of the case) although 
the prosecution was in the midst of its 
testimony and the defendants had all 
pleaded guilty to the criminal offense 
charged, and the prosecution protested 
against the indefinite continuance of the 
ease; the action of the court being ap- 
parently founded on the fact that the 
seamen were interested and that the 
prosecuting witnesses were members of 
the Lake Seamen’s Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three 
be appointed to proceed to Chicago and 
investigate these matters, and if the 
facts warrant it then this violation of 
a “square deal’ be brought to the at- 
tention of the president of the United 
States; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That said committee shall 
report its findings to the Executive Coun- 
cil and shall be authorized in the name 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
request the attendance as witnesses of 
persons who can aid in determining what 
the facts were and what was done in 
the case herein referred to. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS IN MATTER 

OF UNITED STATES VS. ASPING, 

SWEET AND JOHNSON. 

The law under which complaints were 
made is as follows, as amended April 11, 
1904: “If any person shall demand or 
receive either directly or indirectly from 
any seaman’ or other person seeking em- 
ployment as a seaman or from any per- 
son on his’ behalf, any remuneration 
whatever for providing him with em- 
ployment, he shall for every such of- 
fense be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be imprisoned not more than 
six months, or fined not more than $500, 
or both.’’ (U. S. Statutes Supplement 
1905, page 592, or U. S. Statutes at Large, 
Vol. 30, page 768, Sec. 24.) 

For U. S. decisions giving reasons for 
the above law and holding it constitu- 
tional and valid, see cases of: Patterson 
vs. The Eudora, 190 U. S. Reports 169, 
ard the Kester, 110, Federal Reports 432. 

July 17, 1906, defendants appeared be- 
fore U. SS. Commissioner Foote and 
waived examination and were held to 
await the action of the Federal Grand 
Jury, defendants giving new bail for 
appearance, 
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November 14, 1906, evidence of com- 
glainants heard by Grand Jury and the 
Grand Jury voted a true bill of indict- 
ment. 

November 22, 1906, defendants ar- 
raigned before His Honor, Kenesaw M. 
Landis, Judge of the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the Northern District 
of Illinois, Eastern Division, Defendants 
plead guilty. 

Court partly hears one witness for 
prosecution and witness mentions sume- 
thing about ‘unfair’; Court inquires 
what ‘‘unfair’’ means, 

Defendants’ counsel advises court that 
a strike was on at the port to which tue 
seamen were to go for employment. The 
Court at once declares: Parties must 
come into this court with clean hands, 
and declined to punish the confessed 
criminals (as the parties present under- 
stood), upon the ground that the prose- 
cuting witnesses were members of the 
Lake Seamen’s Union, and thereupon the 
case was ordered ‘‘Continued Generally,” 
which Assistant U. §S. District Attorney 
advises means that a final disposition of 
the case cannot be had, for the reason 
that it is indefinitely continued and the 
court has refused to enter a ‘Final Or- 
der,” and it remains in this court so 
no other court can take it up and the 
law affords no method of appeal. 

“ Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
ions, 

On motion of Vice-President Huber the 

Committee on Building Trades was in- 

structed to present its report. 

Delegate Kennedy (F. J.), for the Com- 
mittee on Building Trades, reported as 

follows: 

We, your Committee on Buflding 
Trades, beg leave to submit the follow- 

ing report: 

Resolution No. 107—By Delegate C. C. 

Douglas, of the Pittsburg (Pa.) Iron City 
Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades of the 
City of Pittsburg have been engaged in 
a struggle for the maintenance of their 
organization and against the open-shop 
policy; and 

WHEREAS, The Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation and the Employers of Building 
Trades’ Association are using all methods 
for the destruction of the Building Trades 
movement in the city of Pittsburg; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, immedi- 
ately after the adjournment of this con- 
vention, be authorized to call a meeting 
of all representatives of Building Trades 
Organizations, to meet at a given date 
in the city of Pittsburg, to devise ways 
and means of overcoming this desperate 
battle. 

Your committee recommends that this 

matter be left in the hands of President 

Gompers. he tn eommunicate with the 
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National Officers of the Building Trades, 

and should he find that a sufficient num- 

ber of such officers can and will respond 

to his call, to issue the same. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Your committee desires to recommend 

the following for adoption: 

Your committee finding that there 

exists almost total disregard for, and 

evasion of, the laws of states and the 

ordinances and by-laws of cities relative 

to the protection of human life, particu- 

larly that part of our citizenship en- 

gaged upon the constructive works and 

buildings in various parts of our coun- 

try; therefore, we 

Recommend that this twenty-sixth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor instruct its Executive 

Council to collect from every ayailable 
source contemporary experiences, viola- 

tions of law, and present general condi- 
tions known to the International, Nat- 

ional, State, Territorial, Central and Lo- 
cal Bodies of the American Federation of 

Labor. 

We further recommend that it be re- 
quired of the Executive Council of the 

American Federation of Labor to Jay be- 

fore its legal advisors all matters ob- 
tained in accordance with the foregoing 

recommendation, requesting them to pre- 

pare a statutory form, which form shall 
be forwarded to State, Central and Local 

Organizations, to the end that earnest, 

simultaneous endeavor be put forth to 
make the statutory form part of the 

Code in every state, territory, posses- 

sion or dependency of the United States. 

Also, to the end that the matter may 

be as thorough as possible, we earnestly 
request that the nature and the legality 

of so-called Casualty Companies be as- 

certained, as experience has shown that 

these companies are engaged in opera- 

tions which tend toward the defeat of 

the ends of justice and the proper pro- 

tection of human life. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. D. HUBER, Chairman, 

FRANK J. KENNEDY, Sec’y, 
F. M. RYAN, 
ISAAC COOMBE, 

JAS. M. CUMMING, 

F. C. GENGENBACK, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 
STEPHEN C. HOGAN, 
J. C. SKEMP. 
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On motion the report of fhe committee 
was adopted. 

President Gompers—The next order of 

business is the election of officers. 

Delegate Higgins in the chair. 

Delegate McCullen placed in nomina- 

tion for President, Mr. Samuel Gompers, 

and said in part: Possibly the greatest 

writer and thinker the world will ever 

see caused one of the characters his im- 

aginative genius brought into being to 

once say that “Some men are born 

great, some achieve greatness and some 

have greatness thrust upon them.” The 

man whose name I have the honor of 

placing in nomination for this great of- 

fice certainly was not born great; he 

certainly did not have greatness thrust 

upon him, but it is certain that he did 

achieve greatness. By his sterling quali- 

ties, by his manhood, by his courage and 

by his determination at all times to be 
right, to be fair and to be honest, he has 

within the past twenty-five or thirty 

years, achieved a greatness which per- 

haps the delegates sitting here do not all 
fully realize. In choosing a man to ad- 

minister the affairs of this great organ- 

ization I believe we are called upon to 

choose one whose responsibilities are as 

great as are those of the man called upon 

to administer the affairs of a nation. The 

administration of the affairs of this or- 

ganization requires just as much judg- 

ment, wisdom, prudence and conservatism 

as is required in the administration of 
the affairs of a nation. I say that too 

much appreciation—too much honor,— 

cannot be paid to this man, who has ad- 

ministered the affairs of our organization 

so wisely in the past,—our present Presi- 

dent, Samuel Gompers, 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—It is a com- 
pliment to all of the present officers of 

the American Federation of Labor that 

scarcely a whisper of opposition has been 

heard to the re-election of any one of 

them during this convention. I think it 

is a well-merited tribute to the officers 

of the organization, and I arise to move 

that Delegate McCullen be authorized io 

cast the vote of this convention for the 

election of Samuel Gompers as President, 

and for the election of the various Vice- 

Presidents and the Secretary and Treas- 

urer to the various positions they now 
+ occupy. 

Chairman Higgins—Are there any ob- 
jections? 

Delegaté Berger—I object. 
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Cheirman Higgins—Then the motion is 

not in order. 

The nomination of President Gompers 

Was seconded by Delegate Hart. 

On motion of Vice-President Mitchell 

the Secretary was instructed to cast one 

ballot of the convention for President 

Gompers. (Carried.) 

Delegate Berger—I object, and wish to 

be recorded as voting against President 

Gompers. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for Samuel Gompers for Presi- 

dent, 

Chairman Higgins—It is with consider- 

able pride and pleasure I present to you 

your newly-elected President, your Pres- 

ident of many years past, Mr. Samuel 

Gompers. 

President Gompers made a short ad- 

dress in which he thanked the delegates 

for their renewed expression of confidence 

in him 

Delegate Golden placed in nomination 

for First Vice-President, James Duncan, 

of the Granite Cutters’ International As- 

sociation, and said in part: I desire to 

place in nomination a man whose ability, 

whose courage and whose eloquence we 

have all been familiar with for many 

years. I do not think it needs any ex- 

tended address from me to call your 
attention to these qualities, for they have 

been tested through many years of serv- 

ice for the American Federation. He is 

as honest, as sturdy, and as solid as the 

name of the organization he represents,— 

James Duncan, of the Granite Cutters. 

The nomination was seconded by Del- 

egate Barnes (J. M.), who moved that the 

Secretary be instructed to cast one bal- 
lot of the convention for James. Duncan 

for First Vice-President. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for James Duncan for First 

Vice-President. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate Mangan, in placing in nomina- 

tion John Mitchell for Second Vice-Pres- 
ident, said: Among the many names 

brought to the attention of the Ameri- 

can people, through the medium of the 

trade-union movement, there standsy» orfe 

particularly prominent, because of the 

ability and integrity of the man who 

bears it. Left to his own resources at 
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an early age he has proven his ability and 
resourcefulness since that time. In tne 

prairie state of Lllinois he has been hon- 

ored by his own people, and particularly 

so by the men of his own craft. I do 

not think I need say more for the man 

who now occupies the position of execu- 

tive head of the United Mine Workers of 

America. It gives me great pleasure to 

place in nomination John Mitchell for 

Second Vice-President of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

On motion of Delegate Ramsay the 

Secretary was instructed to cast one bal- 

lot of the convention for Mr. Mitchell for 

Second Vice-President. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for John -Mitchell for Second 

Vice-President, 

Delegate Van Lear in placing James 

O’Connell in nomination for Third Vice- 

President said: It is a pleasure for me 

to ask the privilege of the floor at this 

time to place in nomination for Third 

Vice-President a man in whom I believe 

every person assembled here has confi- 

dence. I do not care to hold the floor 

to tell you the good qualities of my nomi- 

nee; if I did I would have to repeat all 

the good things that have been said of 

the other nominees, and would then have 

to elaborate still more on his good quali- 

ties. I am sure that in the future, as in 

the past, he will stand firmly for what 

is just and right, and will use his best 

judgment on all occasions to give to us 

the greatest benefits that can come from 

our movement. 

The nomination was seconded by Del- 
egate Sullivan (T. J.), who moved that 

the Secretary cast one ballot of the con- 

vention for James O’Connell for Third 

Vice-President. (Carried.) 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for James O’Connell for Third 

Vice-President, 

Delegate Harrison placed in nomina- 

tion for Fourth Vice-President Max Mor- 

ris, and said in part: I feel and esteem 

it a great pleasure to place in nomination 

a man who, while he has not served in 

this position as long as some of the other 

officers, cannot be surpassed for untiring 

energy and indefatigable zeal in the serv- 

ice of this great organization. 

Delegate Fosdick—In behalf of the 

trade-unionists of Colorado, and as an 

appreciation of what has been done for us 
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in the past, as well as what we look for- 

ward to in our country, I take pleasure 

in seconding the nomination, and move 

the Secretary cast one ballot of the con- 

vention for Max Morris for Fourth Vice- 

President. (Carried.) 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for Max Morris for Fourth 

Vice-President. 

In placing in nomination for Fifth Vice- 
President the name of Dennis A. Hayes, 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.) said in part: I 

shall not admit that I am not going to 

be able to set forth the qualifications of 
the man I intend to nominate for Fifth 

Vice-President. It is a noticeable fact 

that the number of ladies attending the 

conventions is yearly increasing, and as 

we have not as yet seen fit to select a lady 

for vice-president, we ought to at least 

select one member of the Executive Coun- 

cil, who, in looking after their welfare, 

will not get mixed up in any entangling 

alliances. I therefore desire to place in 

nomination D. A. Hayes. 

Delegate Kennedy (W. E.) seconded 

the nomination, and moved that the Sec- 

retary cast one ballot of the convention 

for D. A. Hayes for Fifth Vice-President. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 
convention for D. A. Heyes fer Fifth 

Vice-President. 

Delegate Morton, in placing D. J. Keefe 

in nomination for Sixth Vice-President 

said: I desire to place in nomination for 

this position a man whom the people of 

the Prairie State know and admire. They 

have watched his career with interest 

ever since he became connected with the 

organization. He has organized one of 

the greatest labor unions in the country 

—an organization that now stands second 

to none. We who know him feel that he 

needs no eulogy, and I therefore take 

great pleasure in nominating D. J. Keefe, 

of the Longshoremen. 

Delegate Flannery seconded the nomi- 

nation, and moved that the Secretary be 

instructed to cast one ballot of the con- 

vention for D. J. Keefe for Sixth Vice- 

President. (Carried.) 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for D. J. Keefe for Sixth 

Vice-President. 

Delegate Guerin, in placing in nomina- 

tion for Seventh Vice-President the name 

of William D. Huber, said in part: I de- 

sire to nominate for this position on che 

Executive Council a representative of an 

organization that, in the early days of the 

American Federation of Labor, gave to 

it one of the brightest minds of the labor 

movement. That man has now passed 

away, but we feel it a pleasure and a duty 

to give to the American Federation of 

Labor a representative of the Carpenters’ 

Organization, that you may benefit by his 

wisdom and his judgment in your de- 

liberations., 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.) seconded the 

nomination, and moved that the Secre- 

tary be instructed to cast one ballot of 

the convention for W. D. Huber for 

Seventh Vice-President. (Carried.) 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for W. D. Huber for Seventh 

Vice-President. 

In nominating Joseph F. Valentine for 

Eighth Vice-President, Delegate Wilson 

(J.) said in part: I desire to place in 

nomination a man who has not sprung 

up great in the labor movement, but who 

has grown great in it. He has grown 

with the growth of his own organization, 
and when his predecessor, bent 

with the cares of that great organizagion, 

laid down the work, he succeeded Martin 

Fox of the Iron Molders’ Union as its 

President, and has become one of the 

most conservative men in the movement. 

The nomination was seconded by Dele- 

gates Healy, Denny, Kemper and Winn. 

Delegate Dihle seconded the nomination 

and moved that the Secretary cast one 

ballot of the convention for Joseph YF. 

Valentine for Eighth Vice-President. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for Joseph F. Valentine for 

Eighth Vice-President. 

In nominating John B. Lennon for 

Treasurer, Delegate Hugh Robinson said 

in part: No man is better known in this 

movement than the man I wish to nomi- 

nate. In far away New Foundland 

Brother Lennon is well known, and his 

organization is the only one that has a 

representative from that tolony in this 

convention. He has always had the re- 

spect, not only of his colleagues on *he 

Executive Council, but of all the men he 

has fraternized with in these conven- 

tions, and in the conventions of his own 

organization. His name is almost a 
household word wherever this organiza- 
tion is known. 
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Delegate Berger seconded the nomina- 

tion. The nomination was also seconded 

by Delegate Sullivan (J. L.), who moved 

that the Secretary be instructed to cast 

ene ballot of the convention for John B. 

Lennon for Treasurer. 

Secretary Morrison cast the vote of the 

convention for John B, Lennon for Treas- 

urer. 

In placing Frank Morrison in nomina- 

tion for Secretary, Delegate Ramsay said 

in part: It affords me great pleasure to 

nominate a man who is eminently quali- 

fied to fulfill the important duties of Sec- 

retary of this body. The office of Secre- 

tary of this body is a very important one; 

it requires a person who can act promptly, 

a man who has patience and tact—for he 

has to perform many acts in the interest 

ef the organization that the membership 

in general know very little of. I think 

if a flashlight were turned on the entire 

membership of the organization no one 

could be found who could more acceptably 

fill the office of Secretary of this Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor than Frank Mor- 

rison. 

Delegate Hart seconded the nomination, 

arm@ moved that Mr. Gee, Fraternal Dele- 

gate from the British Trades-Union Con- 

gress cast one ballot of the conve*tion 

for Frank Morrison for Secretary. 

In performing this duty Mr. Gee made 

a pleasant speech, and thanked the con- 

vention again on his own and his col- 

league’s behalf for the many kindnesses 

that had been shown them during the 

sessions. 

As his election was announced each of 

the newly elected officers was called upon 

for a speech, and each responded briefly, 

thanking the delegates for re-election. 

President Gompers announced that two 

fraternal delegates would be selected to 

represent the American Federation in the 

next British Trades-Union Congress con- 

vention, and one to represent the organ- 

ization in the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress convention. 

Delegate Foster placed in nomination 

Delegate John T. Dempsey, of the United 

Mine Workers. There being no further 

nominations, Delegate Connolly moved 

that the nominations close and the Sec- 

retary be instructed to cast one ballot 

ef the convention for Delegate Dempsey. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank) placed in nomi- 
nation for the second fraternal delegate 

to the British Trades-Union Congress 

Delegate W. E. Klapetzky, of the Inter- 

national Wnion of Journeymen Barbers. 

There being no further nominations, oa 

motion of Delegate Engel the Secretary 

was instructed to cast one ballot of the 

convention for W. E. Klapetzky for dele- 

gate to the British Trades-Union Con- 

gress. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Vice-President Hayes placed in nomi- 

nation for Fraternal Delegate to the 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 

Delegate Robert S. Maloney, represent- 

ing the Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor 

Union. The nomination was _ seconded 

by Delegate Golden. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.) placed in nom- 

ination Delegate Thos. A. Van Lear, 

representative of the Minneapolis Trades 

and Labor Assembly. Delegate Van Lear 

withdrew his name. 

Délegate Johnson placed in nomination 
Delegate James A. Cable, of the Coop- 

ers’ International Organization. The 

nomination was seconded by Delegate 

Templeman. 

Secretary Morrison proceeded with the 

roll call, but at the conclusion of calling 

the national and international organiza- 

tions Delegate Cable moved that a fur- 

ther calling of the roll be dispensed with 
and that Delegate Maloney be declared 
elected. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Basenberg wished to be re- 
corded as voting against Delegate Ma- 

loney. 

The hour for adjournment having ar- 

rived, Vice-President Mitchell moved that 

the rules be suspended and the conven- 

tion remain in session until the comple- 

tion of the business before it. (Seconded.) 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 

gates Barnes (J. M.), Furuseth and 

Lewis (T. L.). It was then adopted by 

a vote of 100 to 80. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Vice-President Duncan—The next or- 

der of business is the selection of a city 

in which to hold our next convention. 

Treasurer Lennon placed in nomination 

the city of Toronto, Canada. 

Delegate Mahon placed in nomination 

Norfolk, Va. 

XUM 
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Delegate Entenza placed in nomination 

Tampa, Florida, 

Delegate Hogan placed in nomination 

Dayton, Ohio. 

Delegate Jones placed in nomination 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Delegate Iglesias placed in nomination 

San Juan, Porto Rico. 

Delegate Wilson (James)—I move that 
the city receiving the highest number of 

votes be declared the choice of this body 

for holding our next convention. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Secretary Morrison proceeded with the 

roll call, which resulted as follows: 

For Toronto—Glockling, Pfeiffer, Dold, 
Typographical Union Delegation (87 
votes),  Shartel, O’Neill, Corless—278 
votes, 

For Norfolk—Myrup, Schirra, Klapetz- 
ky, Noschang, Schanessy, Fischer (Ja- 
cob), Whitehead, Kline, Cummins, Henry, 
Kemper, Gannon, Sullivan (John), Kug- 
ler, Hank, Butterworth, Ryan (F. M.), 
Kelly (Garry), McCain, Duffy (Frank), 
Guerin, Potts, Huber, McKinlay, Macfar- 
lane, Swartz, Crampton, Stein, Gengen- 
back, Molloy, Cigarmakers’ Delegation (78 
votes), Russell, Cable, Bablitz, Ketter, 
Healy, Shamp, Morton, Flannery, Hayes, 
Hoag, West, Lockwood, Lawlor, Maher, 
Denovan, Stemburgh, Lillien, Driscoll, 
Fitzpatrick (J. J.), Sullivan (T. J.), Sul- 
livan (Jere L.), Farrell, McSorley, Roth, 
Smiley, Hyde, Machinists’ Delegation (125 
votes), Valentine, Denny, Bradley, Weber, 
Miller, Spiegl, Carey, Skemp, Archibald, 
Finger, Lucas, Holton, Mellor, Clark 
(Thos.), Badgley, Kennedy, Duffy (T. J.), 
Mumford, Quick, Ramsay, Lambert, Ma- 
hon, Commons, McMorrow, Garvey, 
Penje, Furuseth, Frazier, Harrington, 
Brown, Hart, Kelly (Philip), Hawley, 
Heberling, Robinson (Hugh), Dahlman,, 
Flood, Barry, Donaghue, Grace, Toone, 
Golden, O'Donnell, Fisher (Henry), Mc- 
Andrews, Engel, Mulcahy, Gebelein, 
Braunschweig, Fosdick, Entenza, Gottlob, 
Davis, Grant, Johannsen, Ott, Whitlam, 
Dihle, Burgess, Whiteman, Kleinman, 
Kolb, Basenberg, Noonan, Lang, Clind- 
‘inst, Bohm, O’Conor, Leps, Freer, Chaney, 
Collins, Lippert, Fitzpatrick (J. B.), De- 
Nedrey, Riddell, Dunne (J. R.), Pacelli— 
7,015 votes. 

For Atlanta—Dunn (Geo. F.), Flynn, 
Johnson (W. L. A.), Tobin, James, Mur- 
phy, Casey, Walls, Cigarmakers’ Dele- 
gation (312 votes), Conway, Morris, Lo- 
benberg, Robinson (Herman), Manning, 
McNulty, Kennedy, Fay, Feeney, Comer- 
ford, McKee, Winn, Cumming, Mangan, 
Rickert, Larger, Hagan, McMahon, Dun- 
can, Delaney, Coombe, McArdle, Will- 
iams, Lewis (Llewelyn), Johnsom (Law- 
rence), Keefe, Barter, Harrison, Wild, 
Walsh, Machinists’ Delegation (375 votes), 
Donnelly, Call, Frayne, Downey (P. J.), 
Paulitsch, Mitchell, Wilson (W._ B.), 
Lewis (T. L.), Ryan (W. D.), Fahy, 
Dempsey, Savage, Digel, Barie, Wilson 

(Jamesp, Higgins, Gund, Shepard, Len- 
non, ‘Lypographical Union (3851 votes), 
Jones (Jerome), Templeman, Weever, 
Bruten, Lyon, Maloney, Burns, McSwig- 
gen, Downey (T. J.), Lavin—6,235 votes. 

For San Juan—Iglesias—1 vote. 

Not Voting—Law, Richardson, Kelling- 
ton, Bechtold, Koch, Faulkner, Tarr, Mc- 
Cabe, Wulff, Hogan, Grout, Freeman, 
Guébrandsen, Jordan, Dix, McCarthy, 
Kirk, Clark (W. W.), Raasch, Powell, 
Morgan, Walker, Perkins (E. A.), Ream, 
Byrne, McCarthy (F. H.), Connolly, 
Sweeney, Stoner, Sheridan, Anderson, 
Berger, O’Brien, Hewitt, Rothwell, 
Muendlein, Joyce, Brown (E. G.), Camp- 
bell, Zihlman, Linxweiler, Urick, Farley, 
Hedly, Failor, Hassard, Ford, Perkins (R. 
W.). Whitney, Maupin, Van Lear, Porter, 
Crellin, Guye, Douglass, McCullen, Glenn, 
Cooney, Summerville, Hill, Saylor, Both- 
am, Voll, Cardiff, Woodmansee, Cragon, 
McCallum, Barnes (E. E.). Jones (H. P.), 
Hargan, D’Alessandro, Wille, Mulkern, 
McFadden, Reid, Kelly (J. T.), Gee, Bell, 
Landers—453 votes. 

Delegate O’Neill, for the Special Com- 

mittee on the Eight-Hour Day, reported 
as follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-sixth Annual Convention, 

American Federation of labor. 

Your special committee on eight hours 

reports that it has given careful consid- 

eration to that section of the report of 

the President of this Federation which 

deals with the eight-hour question, and 

by reason of which this committee was 

created. While thoroughly approving of 

the sentiment expressed in that report 

favoring a universal eight-hour day, your 

committee does not find it practicable at 

this time to report -a definite plan de- 

signed to give effect to the common de- 

sire to establish a shorter workday. This 

decision of your committee is to a great 

extent due to the fact that it has not at 

hand sufficient data on which to report 

other than general conclusions on the 

subject. Having in mind recent and 

pending contests of the organized work- 

ers for a shorter workday, as well as the 

benefits that accrue from its establish- 

ment, your committee favors action by 

this convention in the nature of a recom- 

mendation to its affiliated‘unions that have 

not yet secured the normal workday, that 

they devote their energies to securing a 

reduction of the hours of labor rather 

than an increase of wages. The history 

of the labor movement has demonstrated 

that reductions of the hours of labor 

can be maintained with less difficulty 

than can increases in wage rates. while 
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it is also true that increases in wage rates 

can be more readily secured after the 
workday has been shortened. 

While strongly advising affiliated or- 

ganizations to establish the normal work- 

day as soon as practicable, we desire to 

impress upon their officials and mem- 

bers the absolute necessity of having a 

large treasury before undertaking to enter 

into a contest for a shorter workday. 

While organized labor can be uniformly 
depended upon to support, both morally 

and financially, shorter workday move- 

ments, it is not a wise nor a safe policy 

for an organization to depend wholly on 

such support. The eight-hour fight of 

the International Typographical Union af- 
fords an excellent illustration of the point 

your committee desires to make. That 

organization has received general and 

valuable support in its eight-hour con- 

test from other labor unions, yet had not 

its members in the main financed this 

magnificent contest themselves its suc- 
cess would have been doubtful. 

The success of the Typographical 

Union in its eight-hour struggle, 

has encouraged other organizations 

in the printing trade to determine to es- 

tablish the eight-hour day for their crafts. 

The Lithographers are now engaged in 

a strike for eight hours, and the Book- 

binders’ Union, and the Printing Press- 

men and Assistants’ Union have deter- 

mined to establish the eight-hour day in 

their respective crafts in 1907. These or- 

ganizations have adopted the policy of the 

International Typographical Union and 

are building a defense fund to support 

their demand for an eight-hour day. 

Your committee is of the opinion that 

concerted action to establish a univer- 

sal eight-hour day is highly desirable, 

and in order that a definite step in that 

direction may be taken, we recommend 

that the Secretary of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor be instructed to secure 

from affiliated unions data concerning the 

workday which prevails in their respective 

trades and callings, their disposition - to 

join in a concerted movement for a uni- 

versal eight-hour day, and the prepara- 

tions, if any, they have made to insure 

success of a demand for a normal work- 

day. 

We further recommend that the data 

obtained in conformity with the preced- 

ing recommendations be presented to a 

spetial committee on eight hours at the 
next convention of this Federation. 

OF PROCEEDINGS 

With respect to Resolution No. 126, ia- 

troduced by the Lithographers’ delega- 

tion, we recommend that it be concurred 

in. The resolution follows: 

Resolution No. 126—By Delegate Law- 

rence Johnson, of the Lithographers’ In- 

ternational Protective and Beneficial As- 

sociation: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has declared for the eight-hour 
workday, and it is one of its established 
principles to work for its further ad- 
vancement; and 

WHEREAS, In line with this policy and 
believing it to be for the best interest of 
labor that the eight-hour day should be 
accomplished by the Lithographers’ Inter- 
national Protective and Beneficial Asso- 
ciation, and having made a step in the 
direction of bringing about the inaugura- 
tion of an eight-hour workday in their 
trade, which has been refused by the 
employers, thereby bringing about a strike 
in that industry; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates to 
the twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held in 
Minneapolis, Minn., heartily endorse the 
strike inaugurated by the Lithographers’ 
International Protective and Beneficial 
Association for an eight-hour day; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
members of our affiliated organizations to 
give them their full financial and moral 
support in their effort to establish in their 
trade an eight-hour workday. 

For the Committee: 
J. J. O’NEILL, 

Chairman. 

Delegate Kemper—I move that the re- 

port of the committee be concurred in, 

and that all international, national, 

state and local bodies be requested to <o 

their utmost to carry it into effect. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Com- 

mittee on Resolutions, reported as /ol- 

lows: 

The committee concurs in the following 

resolution and recommends that the Exe- 

cutive Council take action, if possible, 

before leaving this city. 

Resolution No. 159—By Delegate Wm. 

Penje, of the International Seamen's 

Union: 

WHEREAS, It is reported that upon 
November 22, 1906, Kenesaw M. Landis, 
a United States Circuit Court Judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois, in a 
case brought upon an indictment for the 
violation of a United States Statute pro- 
tecting seanten, refused to impose a pen- 
altv upon the violators of said statute, 
although the violators of the statte 
pleaded guilty to the said indictment in 
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open court, and in refusing to impose 
a penalty, stated that he would impose 
no penalty under any statute that was 
in conflict with his judgment, and he 
also stated that it was beneath the dig- 
nity of the United States Court to enter 
labor difficulties, and that upon above 
date he summarily, of his own motion, 
continued the said case indefinitely (this 
amounting to a final disposition of the 
case), although the prosecution was in 
the midst of its testimony and the de- 
fendants had all pleaded guilty to the 
criminal offense charged, and the prose- 
cution protested against the indefinite 
continuance of the case; the action of 
the court being apparently founded on 
the fact that the seamen were interested 
and that the prosecuting witnesses were 
members of the Lake Seamen's Union; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three 
be appointed to proceed to Chicago and 
investigate these matters, and if the 
facts warrant it, then this violation of ‘a 
Square deal’’ be brought to the attention 
of the president of the United States; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That said committee shall 
report its findings to the Executive Coun- 
cil and shall be authorized in the name 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
request the attendance as witnesses of 
persons who can aid in determining what 
the facts were and what was done in the 
ease herein referred to, 

STATEMENT OF FACTS IN THE MAT- 

TER OF UNITED STATES VS. 

ASPING, SWEET AND JOHNSON. 

The law under which complaints were 

made is as follows, as amended April 11, 

1904, “If any person shall demand or re- 

ceive either directly or indirectly from 

any seaman or other person seeking em- 

pioyment ag a seaman or from any per- 

son on his behalf, any remuneration 

whatever for providing him with emplo:- 

ment, he shall for every such offense be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor’ and 

shall be imprisoned not more than six 

months, or fined not more than $500.00, or 

both.” (U. S. Statutes, supplement 1905, 

page 592, or U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. 

30, page 7638, Sec. 24.) 

For U. S. decisions giving reasons fcr 

the above law and holding it constitution- 

al and valid, see cases of: Patterson vs. 

The Euroda, 190, U. S. reports, 169, and 

the Kester, 110, Federal reports, 432. 

July 17, 1906, defendants appeared be- 

fore U. S. Commissioner Foote and waived 

examination and were held to await the 

action of the Federal grand jury, defend- 

ants giving new bail for appearance. 

November 14, 1906, evidence of complain- 

ants heard by grand jury and the grand 

jury voted a true bill of indictment. 

November 22, 1906, defendants ar- 

raigned before His Honor, Kenesaw M. 

Landis, Judge of the Circuit Court of the 

United States for the Northern Disir:ct 

of Illinois, Eastern Division. Defendants 

plead GUILTY. 

Court partly hears one witness for prus- 

ecution and witness mentions something 

about ‘unfair; Court inquires what 

“unfair”? means. 

Defendants’ counsel advises Court thut 

a strike was on at the port to which the 

seamen were to go for employment. The 

Court at once declares: ‘Parties must 

come into this court with clean hands,” 

and declined to punish the confessed 

criminals (as the parties present under- 

stood, upon the ground that the pros- 

ecuting witnesses were members of tne 

Lake Seamen’s Union), and thereupon 

the case was ordered “Continued General- 

ly,’ which Assistant U. S. District At- 

torney advises means that a final dis- 

position of the case cannot be had, for 

the reason that it is indefinitely con- 

tinued and the Court has refused to enter 

a “Final Order,’’ and it remains in this 

court so no other court can take it up 

and the law affords no method of appeal. 

On- motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

Delegate Driscoll, for the Committee cn 

State Organization, reported as follows: 

We, your Committee on State Organiza- 

tion, beg leave to report as follows: 

First—We recommend that all State 

Organizations encourage the farmers to 

attach themselves to the Farmers’ Society 

of Equity. 

Second—That all organizers of the 

American Federation of Labor be _ in- 

structed to assist the Local and Central 

Bodies and encourage all organizations 

to affiliate with the State Branches 

wherever they exist, and assist in form- 

ing new branches. 

Third—We would also*recommend that all 

international officers be requested to ad- 

vise their local unions to attach them- 

selves to the State Branches. 

Fourth—We also believe that if the dif- 

ferent trade journals would, from time to 

time, call the attention of the General 

Organizations to the necessity of having 
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their locals attach themselves to the 

State Branches, it would be a good step 

in the right direction. 

Fifth—It is a well known fact that 

the State Branches can render invaluable 

services from a legislative standpoint to 

the labor movement, as well as increas- 

ing the demand for union made goods. 

Sixth—We also recommend that the 

Executive Council encourage and assist 

as far as possible in bringing about a 

more thorough organization of the State 

Branches. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, Chairman. 

JAMES WILSON, 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
D. D. DRISCOLL, 
A. M. SWARTZ, 
D. F. MANNING, 

P. J. FLANNERY, 
S. G. FOSDICK, 
THOS. HARRISON, 
HUGH FRAYNE, 

THOS. CLARK, 
THOS. MELLOR, 
WM. W. CLARK, 
S. E. HEBERLING, 
THOS. VAN LEAR. 

On motion of Delegate Duffy (Frank) 
the word ‘‘requested’’ was inserted in the 

third paragraph instead of the word ‘‘in- 

structed.” 

The report of the committee as amend- 

ed was then adopted. 

Delegate Robinson, for the Committee 

Organization, reported as follows: 

That Resolution No. 36 be referred to 

the Executive Council, the question to be 

investigated and a report made to the 

next convention. 

Resolution No. 36—By Delegate S. G. 

Fosdick, of the Colorado State “ederation 

of Labor: 

WHEREAS, It is recognized that the 
union label is the most potent weapon 
in the hands of trades unionists ‘and 
that a consistent demand for the union 
labels of all crafts will go far to rem- 
edy that lack of solidarity and frater- 
nalism which exists among trades union- 
ists, as manifested by the fact that many 
members of organized labor are indiffer- 
ent or careless in the matter of pur- 
chasing union-made goods, thereby fail- 
ing to avail themselves of their most 
owerful weapon—the combined purchas- 
ng power of trades unionists; and 
WHEREAS, It is the further belief that 

the individual efforts of trades unionists 
to advance the interests and use of their 
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own labels has not met with the success 
that worthy cause merits: therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in convention assembled, 
that the organization of Label Leagues 
composed of delegates from all labor 
unions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and organized on the 
lines of central bodies, as_ illustrated 
by the Union Label League of Denver, 
for the purpose of advancing the inter- 
ests of all labels recognized by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, be indorsed; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommend to all af- 
filiated unions that they use their best 
efforts to secure the organization of such 
leagues in cities where subordinate 
unions exist, and that such local organiza- 
tions form a national organization, and 
through the medium of a national pub- 
lication use their combined influence for 
the furtherance of the label agitation; 
and, be it fruther 

RESOLVED, That the Blue Cross But- 
ton adopted by the Colorado State Fed- 
eration of Labor be recognized as the of- 
ficial emblem of Labor Leagues. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed at some 

length by Delegate Fosdick. 

The motion to concur in the report of 

the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that the 
matter contained in the following Reso- 

lutions Nos. 139 and 140, having been de- 

cided upon by the Executive Council dur- 

ing the time of the convention, no fur- 

ther action be taken: 

Resolution No. 139—By Delegate M. E. 

McSwiggen, of the Jefferson County 

Trades and Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union, an International Body 
of skilled mechanics connected with the 
flint glass industry of North America, 
was one of the first international organ- 
izations to affiliate with the American 
Federation of Labor, and for twenty-two 
years maintained its loyal membershin in 
the same; and 

WHEREAS, Said American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union, through some dissatis- 
faction, withdrew from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in 1903; and 

WHEREAS, The worthy President, 
Samuel Gompers, of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, deploring the fact of 
said withdrawal, earnestly solicited an 
early return to the American Federation 
of Labor ranks, which appeal has been 
complied with, and three delegates, elect- 
ed at their last annual convention, are 
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now upon the ground, awaiting the pleas- 
ure of this convention; therefore, pe it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommend to the Executive Council the 
granting of the charter applied for by 
the American Flint Glass Workers’ Union. 

Resolution No. 140—By Delegate M. E. 

McSwiggen, of the Jefferson County 

Trades and Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, There are present in this 
city three gentlemen representing the 
American Flint Glass Workers’ Union 
of North America, an international or- 
ganization, who were among the very 
first to affiliate with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and for twenty-two 
years maintained its loyal membership 
in the same, and who, through dissatis- 
faction on matters pertaining to their 
craft, in 1903, withdrew from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and are now ap- 
plying for charter upon the solicitation of 
President Gompers; be it 

RESOLVED, That the above mentioned 
representatives of the American Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union be granted the 
right of the floor of this convention, for 
the purpose of presenting their claims 
and desires to the delegates, 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 

in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Barnes (J. M.), McSwiggen, Lewis 

(T. L.), Vice-Presidents Mitchell, Dun- 

can and Hayes. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to adopt the report of 

the committee was carried 

Delegate Robinson—This completes the 

report of the Committee on Organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN MITCHELL, Chairman, 

FRANK DUFFY, Asst. Chm., 

HERMAN ROBINSON, Sec'y, 

JAMES WILSON, 

BEN COMMONS, 
JOHN WILLIAMS, 
FRANK BUTTERWORTH, 

WALTER WEST, 

A. E. IRELAND, 

M. F. NOONAN, 

J. G. BROWN, 

THOS. O’DONNELL, 
E. GERRY BROWN, 

E. J. McCULLEN. 

Delegate Rickert, for the Committee on 

Labels, reported as follows: 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 6—By Delegate John J. 

Pfeiffer, of the International United 

Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 

Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, It is evident to the mem- 
bers of the International United Broth- 
erhood of Leather Workers on Horse 
Goods that the union stamp of this or- 
ganization is not receiving the deserving 
support of members of other international 
unions; and 

WHEREAS, There are but a few trade 
unionists who can directly assist in in- 
creasing the sale of union stamp harness, 
saddles, collars, horse boots and other 
saddlery products, it must necessarily de- 
volve upon all trade unionists to indirectly 
urge and encourage the demand for the 
union stamp on saddlery goods; there. 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
again endorse the union stamp of the In- 
ternational United Brotherhood of Leath- 
er Workers on Horse Goods’ and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, By this convention, that 
the General Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be, and is 
hereby instructed to arrange a systematic 
campaign of advertising among its af- 
filiated organizations, suggestions that 
will tend to indirectly encourage the de- 
mand for the union label products that 
are not directly used or consumed by 
members of organized labor. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegates Henry 

Fisher and A. McAndrews, of the To- 

bacco Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the To- 
bacco Workers’ International Union rep- 
resents tobacco made under fair union 
conditions, by unien men; and 

WHEREAS, The tobacco workers’ label 
is the only proof of the same, as it 
distingiushes union from non-union and 
trust-made tobacco; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
in Minneapolis, Minn., re-endorse the blue 
label of the Tobacco Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby 
requested to demand the blue label upon 
all tobacco and cigarettes he may pur- 
chase, thereby showing his loyalty to 
the cause of unionism in a ‘sv»stantial 
manner. ‘ 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 109—By Cigar Makers’ 

Delegation. 
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WHEREAS, The product of the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Company, or the American 
Cigar Company is on sale in nearly all 
the cities and towns of America; and 

WHEREAS, Child labor is extensively 
employed in their factories; be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor re-endorse the Blue Label 
of the Cigar Makers’ International 
Union of America. The label when placed 
on a box of cigars is a guarantee that the 
contents of same are union made, and 
represent fair wages and sanitary con- 
ditions; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists, 
their friends and sympathizers of labor’s 
rights, urge and request the sale of 
union made cigars and all other goods 
bearing the union label in their respective 
localities. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee reported that Resolu- 

tions Nos. 10 and 31 had been withdérawn. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 22—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup, Rudolph Schirra, of the Bakery 

and Confectionery Workers’ International 

Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The twelfth convention of 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union, held in New York on 
Oct. 15, 1905, adopted one label only for 
bread, crackers and candy; and 

WHEREAS, The adoption of this label 
has caused a change in the make-up of 
the label, by the insertion of the label 
of the Typographical Union on the face 
of the former label, thereby causing a 
re-registration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sixth 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor re-endorse and recognize this label 
as the only label of the Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International Union 
of America, 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committe recommends’ concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 17—By Delegate San- 

tiago Iglesias, Free Federation of Work- 

ingmen, Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, the Porto Rican delegate 
submits for consideration in this con- 
vention the important economic ques- 
tion directly affecting the agricultural 
workers of Porto Rico, referring to the 
buying of Porto Rican coffee by the 
members of the American Federation of 
Labor all over the United States and 
Canada; and 

WHEREAS, Tt is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to the 
Porto Rico coffee among the united 
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American workingmen, as it protects our 
brother coffee workers of Porto Rico; 
and 

WHEREAS, In the twenty-second an- 
nual convention your Committee on 
Resolutions advise that the org. nized cof- 
fee producers‘and workmen use the label 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
distinguish their product; and further 
recommend that the purchasers of coffee 
give their preference to the coffee bear- 
ing said label; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor give absolute recognition 
and protection to the coffee of Porto 
Rico to be consumed or bought by all 
the union workingmen in the United 
States and give truth and protection to 
the coffee of Porto Rico over the coffee 
from foreign countries among trades 
unions. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommended non-con- 

currence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 30—By C. P. Burgess, 

of the Eureka (Cal.) Central Federated 

Trades: 

WHEREAS, The need for concerted 
movement in forwarding the sale of pro- 
ducts of organized labor bearing the label 
has become a pressing and recognized 
one; and 

WHEREAS, The position of the va- 
rious organizations which have adopted 
the label can be materially strengthened 
and their power more effectually brought 
to bear in the manufacturing world 
through such proposed concerted action; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor create a Sales Depart- 
ment for the purpose of sending out sales- 
men to act also as label league organ- 
izers and educators, and that a commit- 
tee be appointed to secure contracts with 
manufacturers and dealers handling label 
goods, and to supervise and direct the 
Sales Department under such regulations 
as from time to time may be found ex- 
pedient to put in force for the careful 
and efficient management of such a de- 
partment, 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the report of the committee be concur- 

red in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 

gates Burgess and Larger. 

Delegate Larger moved that the Exe- 

cutive Council make an investigation as 

to the practicability of inaugurating a 

sales department, taking such action as 

the results of that convention shall war- 

rant, and report to the next convention. 

A motion to refer to the Executive 

Council was seconded and carried. 
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The vommittee recommended concur- 

rence in Resolution No. 94, with the ex- 

ception of the last paragraph, which it 

referred to the Executive Council with 

favorable consideration. 

Resolution No. 94—By Delegates A. A. 

Myrup, Rudolph Schirra, of the DPakery 

and Confectionery Workers’ International 

Union of America. 

WHEREAS, The National Master Bak- 
ers’ Association, at their convention held 
Sept. 7th, 1906, in New York City, made 
a renewed yigorous attack on the organ- 
ization of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers by proclaiming themselves for 
the inauguration of the open shop in the 
various parts of the country; and 

WHEREAS, Said National Master Bak- 
ers’ Association in the aforesaid men- 
tioned convention had a representative 
ef the Anti-Boycott League make a furi- 
ous attack on the American Federation 
of Labor, especially its President, calling 
him anarchist and other vile names which 
is an insult not only to him, but to all 
organized labor; and . 

WHEREAS, The efforts of the Master 
Bakers for the inauguration of the open 
shop has put the organization of Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ into many 
a hard struggle; and 

WHEREAS, in Racine, Wis., a baking 
employer named Schultz, who was placed 
on the unfair list by our local union and 
Federated Trades Council of that city for 
running an open shop, sued organized 
labor of that city for $20,000 damages, 
and was awarded $6,000 damages by 
Judge Fowler; and 

WHEREAS, In San Jose, Cal., the Mas- 
ter Bakers, upon a reasonable demand for 
an increase of wages following the rais- 
ing of prices in commodities of life, have 
locked out all their men and announced 
to them that only under the open shop 
conditions could they continue to work; 
and 

WHEREAS, Our local union of San Jose 
was compelled to establish a bakery of 
their own in order to be able to supply 
the people of said city with union labeled 
bakery goods; and 
WHEREAS, The Master Bakers, of San 

Jose, with the assistance of the Pagific 
Coast Master Bakers’ Association, a com- 
bination of master bakers, flour mills, 
bakery supply merchants, etc., are using 
all kinds of conspiracies to undermine the 
union bakeries, such as boycotting stores 
who sell label bread; boycotting firms who 
supp'y material to the union bakeries, 
threateg others so they will not supply 
them. All such acts for which, if at- 
tempted by organized labor, union men 
would be put in prison; and 

WHEREAS, By the foregoing state- 
ment it is plain to be seen that the or- 
ganization of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ is picked out as the vic- 
tim for the open shop all over the coun- 
try; and 

WHEREAS, The open shop in the bak- 
ing industry not only means long hours 

+ 

to on N 

and small pay to the bake:y workers, 
but, above all, unsanitary conditions of 
the bake shops, through which the en- 
tire public is to suffer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in its twenty- 
sixth annual convention in the city of 
Minneapolis to denounce the actions of 
the National Master Bakers, the Pacific 
Coast Master Bakers and the Santa Clara 
County Master Bakers’ Associations. and 
assist the organization of Bakery Work- 
ers, morally by only purchasing bakery 
goods bearing the label of the B. & C. 
W. I. Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, To instruct the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. to issue a 
circular letter in connection with a copy 
of this resolution to all affiliated bodies, 
calling upon all organized labor to assist 
_ bakers in their fight against the open 
shop. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 86—By Delegate Anton 

J. Engel, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 

tional Union of N. A.: 

WHEREAS, The yellow label of the 
Upholsterers’ International Union of N. 
A. on mattresses represent mattresses 
made under fair conditions by union 
men; and 

WHEREAS, The yellow label of the 
Upholsterers’ International Union being 
the only union label now in use on mat- 
tresses makes it the only proof of fair 
conditions, and distinguishes union from 
non-union mattresses; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled, 
endorses the yellow label of the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That’ members of affiliat- 
ed unions be and are hereby requested 
to demand the yellow label on all mat- 
tresses they may purchase, therebv show- 
ing their loyalty to the cause of union 
labor. 

On motion the report of the committ2e 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 96—By Delegate Thomas 

H. Lockwood, Pocket Knife Blade Grind- 

ers’ and Finishers’ National Union: 

WHEREAS, The Pocket Knife Blade 
Grinders and Finishers’ National Union 
has adopted an International Label; and 

WHEREAS, The Pocket Knife Blade 
Grinders’ and Finishers’ National Union 
believe that by the use of this label 
fair manufacturing firms engaged in the 
production of pocket knives will receive 
great benefit by its use, that the firms 
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now considered ynfair will be brought 
into harmony with pur craft and a must 
effective blow will be given all such firms 
such as may exist, which produce unfair 
made pocket knives; and 

WHEREAS, We believe the manufac- 
turers have combined to keep this label 
off the market with the exception of a 
small number; therefore, be it e 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in its twenty-sixth annual 
convention, do hereby endorse and ap- 
prove of the said label of the Pocket 
Knife Blade Grirders’ and Finishers’ Na- 
tionai Union and that it pledges its hearty 
support and the support of all its affiliat- 
ed bodies in their endeavor to bring about 
the full recognition of the said label 
in the manufacture of pocket knives. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends 

rence in the following resolution: 

concur- 

Resolution No. 134—By Coopers’ Dele- 
gation: 

WHEREAS, Through the co-operation 
of the trade unionists in general, and es- 
pecially the members of the brewery 
workers’ union, the label of the Coopers’ 
International Union is fairly well estab- 
lished in the brewing industry; and 

WHEREAS, Owing to the lack of proper 
support by the union men in some other 
industries the label is not recognized; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assembled 
re-affirms its endorsement of the Coopers’ 
Union label and calls upon the union men 
of the country to make a special effort 
to establish the coopers’ label, especially 
on barrels used for flour, meal, oat meal, 
whiskey, alcohol, printers’ ink, fish, pick- 
les, sauerkraut, fruit of all descriptions, 
and any other articles packed in, or sold 
from cooperage packages. 

On motion the report of the committee 

was concurred in. 

The committee recommends concur- 

rence in the following section of the re- 

port of the Executive Council, and fur- 

ther recommends that the Executive 

Council have full power to act: 

“We recommend, however, that an Ex- 
hibition, 
be held at Jamestown, Virginia, and that 
in connection therewith, there be given 
as full and complete an exhibit as pos- 
sible of union-made and _ union-labeled 
products, and that all labor organizations 
be requested to aid us in making this the 
best exhibition of the history, work, 
methods and achievements of the Ameri- 
can Labor Movement.” 

On motion the report of the committee, 
was concurred in. 

including a union label exhibit, ° 
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The committee reported that Resoiu- 

tion No. 142 had been referred by 

the Committee on Labels to the Com- 

mittee on Local and Federated Bodies, 

and Resolution No. 36 to the Committee 

on Organizations, and had been acted 

upon, 

Delegate Rickert—This concludes the 

report of the Committee on Labels. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JACOB FISCHER, Chairman, 

F. A. RICKERT, Secretary, 

MARTIN LAWLOR, 

MICHAEL COLBERT 

J. M. BARNES, 

R. SHIRRA, 

LEWIS KEMPER, 

A. E. KELLINGTON, 

BE. T. WALLS, 

HENRY FISHER, 

J. L. SULLIVAN, 

CHAS. GEBELEIN, 

A. DAHLMAN, 

J. M. SMILEY. 

Delegate Kemper—I move you that this 

convention endorse the label of every or- 

ganization affiliated with the American 

Federation of Labor that has a label, and, 

instead of listening to resolutions, that 

we go home and see that all these labels 

are supported. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Mulcahy—I move as an amend- 

ment that we re-endorse all the labels 

that have previously been endorsed hy 

the American Federation of Labor. 

The amendment was seconded and car- 

ried, and the motion as amended was 

carried. 

Delegate Burgess—I move that, in or- 

der to make our protestations of frien4d- 

ship for the farmers stand out as having 

been made in absolute good faith, the 

Executive Council of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor be requested to formu- 

late some plan for. directing central 

bodies to co-operate with local farmers’ 

organizations, and to go as far as local 

conditions will admit of them opening 

exchanges or other means, as requested 

by the American Society of Equity. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—I think the 

delegates did act in good faith, and in- 

tend to do what they promised. I do not 

want the inference that they did not 

act in good faith to go out from this 

convention. 

The motion offered by Delegate Burgess 

was seconded and carried. 
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Delegate Frank Duffy, for the special 

committee provided for in Resolution No. 

5, reported as follows: 

We, your special committee, appointed 

by President Gompers in accordance vith 

the provisions of Resolution No. 5, beg 

leave to report, that, on account of the 

short time allowed us for investigating 

the conditions as set forth in said reso- 

lution, we recommend that the matter 

be referred to the Executive Council] for 

investigation, either by correspondence 

with the various organizations affected, 

or in such manner as they may decide. 

They to take whatever action may be 

found warranted by their investigation. 

FRANK DUFFY, 

EDW. J. McCULLEN, 

JOHN PFEIFFER. 

Fraternal Delegates Allan Gee and J. 

N. Bell, of the British Trades-Union Con- 

gress, and Samuel L. Landers, af the 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 

made brief addresses to the convention, 

in which they thanked the delegates for 

the kindness and courtesies received at 

their hands, and repeated the fraternal 

greetings of their respective organiza- 

tions. 

President Gompers—A word in regard 

to this convention before declaring it 

adjourned. Some may have failed to un- 

derstand how intensely vital are the ques- 

cions discussed and formulated and de- 

termined by the American Federation of 

Labor, and may imagine, because the 

discussions are approached with deep 

interest and a manifestation of deep feel- 

ing, that therefore there is bitter personal 

hostility. 

I know of no gathering in the world 

where men are more strongly committed 

to various interests than are the men in 

these conventions. I know of no legis- 

lative body where such strong charac- 

teristics so generally prevail as among 

the men in the labor movement; and when 

we advocate, or oppose, or defend any 

pending proposition, we are prompted by 

deep-seated convictions and by the large 

interests committed to our care. 

I have been very much impressed by the 

splendid self-restraint of the delegates 

in the convention, notwithstanding the 

fact of their strong convictions and the 

deep interest they had in the questions 

that were pending before them. I am 

sure, though there have been some mani- 

festations of feeling, that outside of this 

convention men and women who differ 

strongly with each other, hold each other 

generally in the highest respect and es- 

teem. 

I have no desire to add to what I have 

already said, but I felt in duty bound to 

make these few remarks in this closing 

moment of our great convention. I know 

I but speak very faintly the feelings of the 

delegates to this convention when I say 

to our fraternal delegates, “You have 

been welcome among us. You have our 

hopes and wishes for a pleasant stay in 

our midst, and when you depart from our 

shores you will take with you the best 

wishes of the men and women in the la- 

bor movement of America—the men .nd 

women representing the reform forces of 

our country—to our British and Canadian 

brothers and sisters of labor.’’ 

Led by Fraternal Delegate Allan Gee, 

the delegates joined in the singing of 

Auld Lang Syne with enthusiasm. At its 

close three rousing cheers were given. 

On motion of Vice-President O’Connell 
the convention was adjourned at 3:40 p. 

m., sine die. 

FRANK MORRISCN, 

Secretary A. F. of &. 

K. J. O'BRIEN, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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