the Far LEast

The United

ARAXI, Saqdao, et

I, TAUGE, unji, born Fovember 22, 130!
Midorigaoka, Mesuro-!zu, Tokyo, having swe
oath, depose and state as iollows:
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T retired from the lNavy in 'love:iber 1936 with the title of Rear-Admiral
o b

and have been cnzacged in business since then till the termination of the war,

v

I was appointed captain of the cruiser 'TTATO (anproximately 5,000 tons)

in December 1930, The cruiser HTRATO was attached to the First Overseas
Service Sguadron at that time arnd was engaged in the guarding of the

Vangtze River waters. Since the outbreak of the llanchurian Incident in
Sentember 1931 the anti-Jananese movement became acute in the districts along
the Yangtze River, including Shanghai, ilanking and Hankow,

On January 27, 1932, the cruiser HILATO, which Liad been anchorcd at
Shanghai, weighed anchor and recached Mankine on the 28th. At the time of
departure Rear-Acdmiral SHIOZ/WA, Koichi, cormander of the Squadron,
instructed me as follows:

"Both the Jananese Government and Navy are taking the
policy of localizing the Manchurian Incident. Attend to the

- J-"I

nrotection of the residents in Nanking with the utmost care
and prudence so that no trouble may be caused.”
With the news of the outbreak of the Shanshai Incident on January 29,
1932, the Jananese consul, the resident military and naval officers, and

all the other Japanese residents took refuge in the Japanese anship

~ARU" as an emergency measure, The lugrage of the residents was carried
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a wharf of the NISSHIN 2mship Co., where it was suarded by a section of

L.

e landing forces dispatched from the cruiser "UEMRYU™ On the Yangtze River

cff Mankinec. there were ail that tine six Japancse
the cruisers "HIRATO", "TENRYU" and "TSUSHTMA" and

ith one British warship, one Lmerican destroyer and
,‘*'Lipﬂ-

In the early morning of January 29th Comnander SHTOZAWA sent 2 massage,
.ough myself, to Admiral CHTN Shas=Kuan, the Clhiof ol > Chinese MNavy
E-.rtmifnt, in which he stated, "Althourh an untonard i ent has broken out
in Shanghai, Japan does not regard China as an caem ut is merely hostile
towards the 19th Route Army which has assuied a defiant attitude towards Japan.
I hope the intimate friendship between China and Janan mav be continued as
cefore,” To this Admiral CHE!N Shao-FKuan replied that he agrced with Commande:

oHIO0ZAWA and that he would sec to it that when passing by a Jopanese ivrarship

the Chinese vessels would avoid any action which mizht cause & nisunderstandir

the mornine of Februarv lst Captain KAQ Hsien-chia, Cantain of the Chinesc
o b b :

L‘.‘iip "HAIYULIGY paid us a visit and said it was regrettable that the 19th
itoute Army was fighting the Japanese in Shanzhai, and it was the desire of the
Chinese Navy to remain on friendly terms with thc Japanese. In the afternoon
went to return his call. And othervise everyitnilng went on as usual.
At about eleven o'clock in tvhe night of F coruary lst, there was firing
from the SHIHT7ZESHAN Battery in the linc of forul near Mankine. Shots were
neard from the wharf of the NISSIIN Steamshinp Comrany. dJust then I perceived

lr,— - -

our comracde vessels "THIRYU" and "T3USHITAM recurnias the 04 2, and then we
'2celved a request fou assistance from the sectir: rea™oing ihe wharf. The
above-mentioned shots from the wharf were heard aimost sinult cneously with th
tombardment from SHIITZESHAN Battery & 1t was ohe sound of rifle {fire and

grenades coming from a point on the Chinesc side rear the wharf. One of our

third prade seamen was killed sni snother wourdsd as a result of the 1iring.
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On this 18th da:r of March, 1947

At Tokvo

i il

I, TAMGE, Kunji, hereby certify that the above statement was

= — . e e - g —

sworn by the Denonent, who afiixed | signature and seal thereto

in the nresence of this witncss.

Witness: (signed) SOMIYA, Shinji (scal)
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