RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS A TR A
U.S. STRATECIC BOMBING SURVEY . =
(PAEIFIC) BN . W L Tﬁ_fﬂ,m_f

INTERROGATION ON. 496

DIVIS ION OF ORIGIN Mlj.ltary Anelysis . |
. c._.‘ R ML e

-

cUBJ'ECCL‘a Japa:nese N&val Ainlcembaﬂ Aircraft & Tactios. ':%,
.'.é..- (/d

PERSONNEL INTERROGATED AND BACKGROUND OF EACH: Lt, _IWA_“SH?I‘TA_, &
Entered Nayb College in 1938 Graduated in 1941, Duty en
- the cruisermeAOBA,: November 19'41 enter the Na\'ry Offlcersf Air Scheol,
Became a piletiat the end »f August 1942, Went* to '0ITA for fight-
er plane combat training, Became a JG Lt Member of oPlst Kokuta,i
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INTERROGATION NO. 496 (Cent'd) -~ | _' e RESTRICTED ‘.
Qo Hew mamy .cembat heurs de yeu have?

A, - Abeut 101‘.. heurs.,

Q Hew many enceunters?
. About 2€ enqoxiﬁté"rs. | shot down ene Gruman and one B-29. Dtix"'ing
encountepg my fighter was always da;maged *T had ‘ng aerial cembat in
* the Phiuippines. "

By Wha't types of planes did Vou engage?

. }
S B had twe e: coun*be*rs W1th P-r.’SG's in the Ph,illlppines. I was en the
e 5 5 defensive both tlmes as I was at‘backing a B-29 formatlon,
v, What. aid you think ef whe P=387 e
A, It is a very g.od plane,r streng and maneauverahle. I think the P-38
o iq the very best Amerdban fighter. |
X ' |
Qe -Wha'b enceun’ce‘r_s dld you have w:Lth, the P-5lfs_.'r" ;
r .

A, - I never really feught the P-bl as I was geing, after ;'_bhe B-29's with
a recket plame, The P=51 hab a fast rate of climbt, tut its maneauver-
ability is net too geed, If I did a half rell, I could easily aveid
a2 P«5]1 when it was diving on me, Hoewever, its spéed is very high,
The big point ef the P-38 is that it is much mere maneauverable than
the P=51l. . | A |

Qe What engagements did yeu have :...th the F6F7

A I met the+F6F three: times, l"'"I"thin]f{ '."L"cl'lc" a.very geed plane, Its :
maneauverabllity 4s'fine, But'I think the Shiden was =z better plane
in cembat whén it used the cembat flaps (w1nb flaps), These flaps
were smaller thah: 1and1n£ flaps and were used only in cembat, The
Shiden was mest effective when in operatipn 2t heights up te 6,009
meters, At higher altitudes the F6F is better than Japanese planes,
It has lenger firing range,

Qe What ateut the F4U?

A, 1 met the ¥4U ence,

Q- The B-ZS'?

Hoy Feur or five times,

A8 Any ether bembers? \

-A-t N.ne.

Ag J.engaged P+47's twice in the Phillippines,

Aq Nene

Qe Any ethers? |

| R Ne, ne ethers, Against the B~29's I flew the Shiden, the Raiden, the
/ Zere 52 and 62, the Gkke and the Tenrai,

RESTRICTED 406«2




INTERROGATION NO, RESTRICT™D

1,96 (CONT!'D

Tt

@. "h~t wrs the best one, of the erouv which vou flew ~eainst B-29!s?

#« The modification of tho Shiden Kei (Judy).

Q. ™hich did vou use croinst B-241s7?

B »
f. The Zero 52 end the Shiden A1,

Q? “hat dia yoﬁ rly when sngeging the P-38'g?
Lf The seme nlencs. |
Q. Then engagine the P-47's?

AT The same, The Zcro 52 was the best. The Shiden eneine wes bad,

Q. “hich planes did you use 2gainst the P-517

L. The Reiden and Zero 52, Shiden 21 2nd I think the Shiden mas the best,
Fowever, 1 flew the Raiden the most. I never fesred the P-51,

Q. That did vou fly when ensgeginz the F6F?
f.. The Shiden 21, the Zerc 52 »nd %2, I think the Shiden 21 the best,

Q. "hat did vou use arzinst tre FLU?

Q. Name the three U.S. planecs vou think the best - in the order wou
rank them,

A. I think the P-38 the best, FAF sccond, 2nd the P-51 third., .The P-47
is fourth in mv estimstion,

2. "hat wes thc best enti-bomber armament vou ever carricd?

he The Firebell.

Q. “het wes the officisl nome of that?s Did vou c2ll it the Fireball?

L. Tt wes the MLRX 3 Bomb (S/NGO: not =~ rocket shz211l), It weirhed 40 AES.
length was 30 centimeaters 2nd diameter 10 centimeters. The rocket
shell vwes diffe~ent from the Fircbkall,

¢, How docs. it differ from the rocket?

A. The trocket hes a flat trajectorv a2nd the sirhtine is much simpler,
Bffectiveness of the two is about the seme

@
D Yhy was it called the Fircball?
A. That was whet the Am»ricans called it, -

Q. Fow did veou know thot?

L. %We learncd it from the newspapers before the surrender.. We used it
in B=29 attacks and =t Rabaul,

Q. How was it lrunched?
L, It dreps from the wing of the plane?

4. How menv did vou carry on one plane?
A, The Zero carried two *t the beginning, 2nd at the end of the wer
enYrred Four,

L Gbm 3= RTOTRTOTTN
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Did vou hsve 2 specleal sicht?

No,

How did you 2im? How did you sstimete the elevation?

ioht = had 2 three. .second fusec

('J

Qucssed - 150 motgrs h
How mony attecks did you meke?
T used the rockets cegainst the B-29's,

How meny of thase Firebell attecks did you make? S

1

. Ten times 2t Kyushu, an¢ I uscd the Q!“GO in fichtine the B-29 I shot
down in Anril of this ysar,

"Then did the P vv first use rocke et s?

L i : ; ) | ; ~
f=oinst B-29's, we first nsad rockets at the beginning of June 1945,
Did wou use rockets for znvthingz elsc?

3

At OXTMEYA we uscd rockets s inst pround targets and ~r2inst torpedo
boats,

"hrt model rocket wes thet?
Tho V' RK 27 (Kawvaku) rocket, the semc one us>d asainst the B-29's. :
-t wers the toctics for the rock + agninst bombers? | *

o used two - onc was the stme #s for the SLNGO = the other wWas &
r .:l'..-r ﬂttﬁuc"{.

-

"hat's tha fuse setting”

The richt ona is 2 4.5 sccond fuse and the loft is L seconds., We used
them thls wav bcc use thev would cover * bi~ger arca, Firine from be= -
hind the B-29 wrs verw d- ngerous. Tbb 20 wes verv.fest ot hieh rltli-
tudes rnd we w011d dive ot the tzil,

Fow hish did ydu-start rolty dive?

At about 500-1000 maters chove the 29,

Ity whot range did you relctse the shell?

Sbout 750 meters for a tell attack., 1750 meters for o nosé éttack*

How did wvou sicht from tha beils

One sné = half deerces rhove the torect from the tail end also one and
&

o holf desrces from th= front. The sneed of the bomh wes the samre.
(Draws image of 3-ring runsisht & B..201g)

But =t 1750 mctcr% tha 20 lcoks less than holf the size 1t frvears to
be ~t 75 meters, How do vou explain .the seme fiq%tin nrocess”? .

Te used 1.7 dzerces for this gl ong

L

viog it difficult with the ordincrv sieght O estim:te 77

-

Yes, very difficult,

WMo a the g1 oht modi ficd?

V“S, we hrd 2 new TGtiClG.
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V' 0. Did it hrve specinl size rings?

-

o E ke =S

i ekt ol Ut [
bl Tt oy e Y S
i e :'v"ﬁr L e
P s L TR Sl it A

L. Yes, it was r variable sieht, | 3

Q. What wrs the number of the sisht?

......

L. Tyoe # sho6tine and bombin~ sight - modifidetion #1,
D. ™as it onlv used for rockets? .

........

ne £lso for recular firing,
7. Did vou use it for the SANGO 21s07 . _ o

pt.. YGS.

........

Q. How many rings were there in the sight?
A, One ring,

Q. Did vou use this for ordinsry meching runs? ™as this the only sight
used in combat? ' *

A. Y=s, we used it for machine guns. ™e used it in the rhilirpines, Used ° _
this and the modifications of it, "

-~

. d the baglie model hrva veriable rings? ‘

}
A, No vorirble sieght in ths basic model. ™e used a2 radib range finder,

.y |

L, It wes just on éxmarirmental model, It wes onlv ground tzsted &nd never o
used in the #uir, | , .

% "‘.i'__.'?“‘- BB L . M
Fou 3 e o R

N, Did vou use anv radio models 1n combat?

__‘.:_-__. 2

Py Bo.

6)!

n., How successful was this —'what nereents ~e of attacks were successful”?
L. It wasn't wverr successful,

N, Out of 1C a2*t2cks, how meny R-29's woere shot down?”

L., Thres out o Len.

0. Tlera these nose or t~il attecks? | ' | ' %
A. One bv rosc attack: two bv t~1il attack, (These werc my own attétks.) 5

N ’ 1 '-- ' " ’
N, FHow menv would vou sav wrs the average? ;

L. There were two bomhs on one nlanc, and when shooting, both bombs went
2t ths same time.

M., In the entire Navv Air Force, what wes the nercentace of 29's destroy- | ;3
ed (out of 100)7 2

L, I do not know the number,

. How did wvour scorc compsre with the othcrs?

/ !}, Yost hed threc out of ten,
0. et porcentoce of the B=-29's were kills end whot percent- oe demaged? rgﬁ
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Af One destfoved to seven drmaged was'ﬁﬁe cversge, S 2

Q. Would you rnth-or use thﬁsa or'rockets? nT

A. T would rother use rockets. They were the best, ‘There were less s
chonces of cetting hits*vith rockets,'bgﬁlthey:ﬁere the best, '

0. "het were tho bCStJEﬂnS'vOU ever.crrriedé - o S |

. 20 mm,

. “hich do vou think would have been better - which would you hive pre-
ferred? - . .

L. T think 2 20 mm is the best in cenaral use, T think thet the rate of fire
shovld be increaszd to 850, |

Q. ™hich 20 mm did wou use?

A, Tyve #2 - "IRK 2,
Q. "hzt cbout 30 mm? - .

., Yes, we used them, but only = little. e used 70 rounds-in the 30 mm
snd I think the 30 mm is the best, '

0. Fow monv rounds in each sun?

N, "hrt tvpe of mosnzine - helt or drum?

L. 150 rounds in o belt,

0. "hich tvne of emmunition did wou use, long or short?
Ly Long,
0., "hrt 2rmement dic tk~ FAF have, d- vou think? ¥ :

L. T think it carried 13 mm ca&nnon, T think it also carried a 20 mm
c nnon,

N, Did vou h*ve armor pl=
/. Yes, however, in normal use, wc took 1t off ns it =zs too .heavy,

QT You never flew with it into combatl- vou rlwevs took it off?

L. Yes, it weg too heavy.

0. “Then did vou first heve self-serling rasoline. tnks? | .8
L. From the beginning of trhe war,

(i, "Whet tvne? “lere thev 2ll rubber or rubber~covered aluminum?

£ The cover h~d C0O/2,

0. Do won mesn that the sir snace in the tank was CO/2?

L, No, thorec was & -tank of it carricd in the fuselree, T“hen @ fire wes
storrt~d in the trnk, ¢ line fed s+ into tha tan% cover and the fire
w~s extinruished., This trnk wrs onlv crpable of beine used one time;
however, it must bc rep:ir:d after ecch usc, The gum coverine of our
ton-s wesn't ¢ood; it lesked. ™ '
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Qf "hrt did vou use 2fter thet, 211 metal?
L. The outside was coveorad with sum, ¢ only tostced the inside covering,
2e Did bombers evar hit wou?
hy 1O
Qf 'ﬁhen, where, 2nd whet kind Qf bomber?
Af It ws » B-29.. I wrs m kine = tail attack.
R, How far wefe yoa ﬁheﬁ'%ou ware hit?
Af Ibont 800 meters. The bomber didn't fire often enéuéh to Shobt me.dcwn.
Qe The B-29 shovld hrve shot more times?
T
Q. How ™rnv ~uns wecrc firins 7t vou?

L. Only the t-il suns,

Q: 13 or 20 mm?

"« Frobably 20 mm,

0. How larec holes did *hGV‘W“Wﬂ‘nlfxnw'rlrchft°

l.e Thew hit the :angine - 20 mm, I th if% - the shell weﬁt thfouqh'thé?éngine
end out throuzh th Juﬂﬂ lu“v1nv a

1%roe hole,

B. Only one she ‘l hlt vou

he Yes, Thew did not fire often enourh, They onlv fircd ~t me for a2 few
seconds, = o ' |

s ”er? there-ﬁo 0+h oT B-QO'SLPWT1H* ot wou?

1: L attacked ¢ formatioﬁrof'fiﬁc “nd thev 211 firéd nt mé.
Q? Did vou cver attack r_bémber;ﬂndnotbe fired uponf

- Th@VfélWﬁVS'firad-ﬁﬁ:ﬁé;.

Q. ~"'het wes the ﬂost.successfuk method of'attﬂckinq,B—?9'5?

l., ‘The nose attack, coming in from a dive, It wes bt to come in a
1ittle 1ow snd off e 1ittle to the sida, Arot% r wav. wes to come down
et about <0 degreuo from ahove - helf rolL~und.5moot_wbﬂn on ba
The t21l attaeck wes no mood - there wos too much firing from that
section, |

@« Did vou over hit 2z B-2L?%

.. No,
ﬂ . T.-"‘]’_h ;V no t €4

e Our carlv wernine roder wrs nat good cnourh to warn us of the attecking
bombers., {lso, the 2scorting P-38's were verw strong,

Q. Did vou ever carrv ~nv bombs othor thcn the two mcntioned?

.« No, onlv those two,
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Q. Ever hear of such » thing as 2 parachute bOIb bcing in use? E

NO o ; | S

N, Did wvou know of the Cablc Romb? | * -
by e berrd of ity but did not use it,
B, "whet did you think of 1457

fs I shold think thot the cir resistance would be very grest and Thct 1%
would cut down the manesuverabilitv of the aircraft. The chief defect L
ol 1t, though, is that 1t wovld cn=ble the enemy to find the fichter's il
rance too easily. I think th2t bombineg 2nd radar bombs were the best. | |
way to down B-29's,

0. "™et do vou think the next best method?

A.. & rocket bomb with e radio ranze finder. ™c also investicetazd the
"death rey" which would ston the enmines. I have these notes I have .
made &s to how to combat plancs in the future.
(1) Electriesl range findesr in plane,
(2) Radio bomb from plonc. v
(3) Chemicel substrnce (powder) which weuvld stop encine, . . 3
Powdcr wonld be dropped on it, ;

Q. "Th~t were the proposed ~ircr~ft devclopments?

.« (1) To increase the performance of.fizhters.
(2) To increase thes high a2ltitude verformance of the encine.
(3) To substitute nure 2lcohol for ~acsoline,
(4) To supercherge the ensine in two st~ges,
(5) To increcse the ‘mrnetuverebility ~nd to use combat flaps i
(on Repnu), (I trink the Renpu is the best Jzrenese Navy airplene .

>nd I think it is the best combat ~irplane in the world.) o

() - To inererse thc rote of climb of fishters, - .
(7) To incrense the high ~ltitude nerformsnce of bombers. i
(2) To increcsz the use of reodar on fishters. e
(@) Imnrove spccisl bombins nzoinst bombers. -
(10) Rocket deve >lopment (this wws in 2 rough stree 2nd personnel were 7?
not sufficiently trrined to develon this prosT? m, ) if
(11) Protect the nilot - ~~inst eravity, (I us< d & G=0uat, but 1t w.en's t
sood, ) | .
(12) Inst21l mirrors in order to sce behind, &
(1.3) De-icing mechsnisms for wings. 1 con31der this very imports ht ) hhe
(1.4) Testine of Shindaon (the nush ﬁrOp), *{This wrs 2 very difficult e
thing to develop 2s nrop hits the pilot if he hails out,) .
(15) Deveclopment of the Renmnu fighter | &
(1A) Devclopment of =2 rocket fighter for the future which would cm- o
ploy = rocket for an engine, .l | . 2
(17) Development of ¢ nisht firhter. (We used off-set ~uns for night 5
fichtineg; cuns were. fired -t :. 45 degree #ngle, but we tested -
them for 70 dezrces.) .
Q. Did wvou use L5 dorcrees? Ff
A. No, but I knew some pilots who did, -
Q. At whot renge were the ~uns fired? Ee

A. rbout 800 mecters ~ shootine from under wes verv effective as the 1
bomber burns verv e~silv from undernesth, (Continues listing points) \

(18) To nrotect nerked nlanes from enemy bombhine, (The carpet bombing
f’ wos verv effective and we hrd no wav to protect plznes on the
| cround. )

RASTR ICTED . hQé—S-— )




( INTERROGITION MO, 4,96 (CONT!D RTST™ ICTHED
- - ;
; (19) Development of ¢ long renge, high sltitude fighter such as ;

the P-51 (which we :dmired very much.,) ™e needed such as
this for tise in bed werther. (I think tre P-38 wns very
good 25 it shot down Jspancse Ficzhters very easily.)

/

. Did vou everv flv an [merican plane?

L., Yo, but I think the FAF is the second best tvpe. I #dmire the strong
wines of the American plenecs. (Zontinues listin=z noints)

(20) Mountine of mechine enns., (7 think we should sprend the angle

of fire out insterd of buildines o concentration of fire, es-
pecially for voung pllots,

. At how msny meters would vou expect hits this way?
{. Lt 100-200 meters for vetcran pilots a concentretion of fire 18 @000,
but for vouns pilots, 7 spread of fire would be better,

(21) Educstion of pilots. The use of zerial cameras in cerial
fishts would heve been #ood s it would have anabled us to
have mggin~ victures tc use in treining. We used bicycles
for cround training in some cases o5 this helped 1n thHe og-
velooment of formstion flvinsa,

(22) Development of fizhter flyine form-tion vractices. ‘le admired
the Lmerican ©

ishter flvine formations very much, but our
| vounz pilots could not flv these formatlons. How to trein
thase oilots for this type of flying is #n imvortent question.

F N

(23) The FOMLRE encine. In theory it wes verw rood - 1ieit 2nd com-
pact rnd the rir resistance wos gmell, But there ware peny
a3 ff3eulties to seolve. It was not = durable engine, 2ng ve
~1so had difficulty with the ovropcr mixture of fuel. Also,
1oaks coused b vibration (due to oscilleticn) #ffccted the
sperkine of the sneline #s Tac 0il 7ot on ths swnarkplugse.

" hother difficultvy wrs thot the oil temperature ran too high
~né the onzine could not co more thrn 800 meters ot full power.
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