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OHMURA, Sakai, Lt. Colonel.

L staff officcr of the 25th Army on SUMATRA from

July 1942 to Deccmber 1944.

Oct., 1932 Commissioncd, Sub-<Lt., attached to 1l:t
Imperial Guerd Regiment.

- Dec. 1937 Promoted to Cept., admittcd to War Collcge.

Nov. 1939 Graduatcd from the College.

Dec. 1939 Instructor at the Army Academy.

Feb., 1941 Staff Officcr, 27th Division, TIENTSIN,
Anti-communist campaigns. '

Oct. 1941 Mejor

July 1942 Steff Officcr, 25th Army. SUMATRA.

Dec. 1944 GSC, GHQ.

June 1945 Lt. Coloncl.
Whore Interviewed: Mciji Building.

Interrogator: Major .S. Spilmen, JR. AC

Interpreter: Me jor John C, Pclzel USMCR

Allied Officers Present: L@anc.

SUMIARY

1. Tha inteclligencc of the 25th Army 1n MALAYA
consisted of 2 officers end 4 or 5 NCO's with onc or tvwo
ndditional officcers attached temporarily from time to time.

o, Principzsl intcllisence sources for the Arny vercs

(1) study of U.S. Submarine movcnents.
(2) study of U.S. Aircraft movcments.

(3) Informetion furnishcd by nativces.

(4) Aircr~ft scerch.

(5) Patrols.

3. The Army scnt redio intelligence renorts to
Division daily 2nd a weekly summary s far dovn s the
regimcnt. General monthly summarics were also publishcd.

4. Patrol sreas were prescribed for the verious
echelons of command. There was no special patrol units.
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Q. Give the organization of the staff ot
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- Spme additional staff officcrs werc agsigned from

time to time. The nwaber varicd with the avelilebility

of staff officers, and wes never morc than 12 to 15.

. At the Army level whet verc your principal sourccs
of intclligencec.

L., There were fours

(A) Movcements of Subm-rines They were obscrved DY

corst wetchers, si:ips at sca snd airplrnes. Ye
+ made statisticel rrnlysis of submerine. novenecnts

~nd tricd to dcduce from them the direction from
vhich an attack would come€ and vhere it would teke
place. In an arce whore there werce heevy sub-
marine movemcnts e thought this mieht be an
attempt to cut off supplies nrior TO &n atteck
e also though you might be planting agcnts Prior

to an attack

' (b) Movement of Aircraft Thesc were located by
r activity

obscrvotion posts end the amount of 21l
wes cherted.

(C) Prisoncrs: Most of thcsc were nertives and Chincse
Tho were not considcered strictly sperking prisoners-
! . of =viar. Occesionally vC would get an “nglishmen.
" No. U.S. pilots vcrce coptured in my aICa while 1
\ B ves in SUMATRA. Ve got 1ittle information from
"them. Our instructions WCIC not to mistree
prisoncrs, but €O socnd them to Arca Army Heed-
aurrtors ot SINGAPORE. Ve intcrrogotced them

first 2t Division ~nd thcon sent tacnm to the Area

Army. They were usurlly no treained interrogrtors

below Division although in o few instanccs
Regiments had somce e centured somngc docuncnts,

chicfly maps vwhich vere sent to Division vhcre
they were nssesscd and 1if though importent was

scnt to highcer cchclons.
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T2, 6CLIPT O IKTT ‘*LG'”IOL.(OLNUmA Y It. Coll)

(D) Communicrtions Intclligence: Yo computed the
volume of traffiic from encmy snins ondé nlencs
and thus found out where concentreticns were,
We did not bicelr your codeg but from volume
could e¢ timate thc number of »nlencs or ships in
the erea., Ve also listened to broesdercsts from
locerl stetions end from U.S., An effcetive source
wes the Indian and Burme Armics on the Jononccse
side. They geve location of units, fortifications .
ainnd other combet intelligence vhich ceme to us
from the Areca Aray at SINGACCRE,

Qe 'het reconorts were scnt dovn from Army Heedcocuerters?

A. Drily revorts on encmy siturtion vere scnt by radio
to division. A weckly sgunuory vrs nr1ﬂted ~nd enough

coples made to go toiRoglmonts. A mor Jner 1 summery
wes piepared nonthly. "Radlo renorts vcre sent when urgent
information waos reccived. otrol informeation ocer 31onc]1y

went direct to Hegiment througa*uﬁupl throurh channels.

Qe ‘What pre-war informotion of the ~INGAPOI E=STiIATRA
arca did you have?

A., At thc beginning of thc wer, only smoll scele mens of
SULATHA were eaveilcoble but ¢ c{ntu od sonc ro0d oncs from
the British vhich were re»nrintecd. I heard thrt our
oingonore lHIO“”"bTQn wes good, This crme from Chincsce
~nd n”bqu rgentss Zinecs thc netives were net too
fr"undly with the Dutch. ond British ve got some good
inforurtion fron thon. |

Qe llos

As, Nos Therc wes nd need Tor onc.

i

here e TOKUMU LIIAN unit in your r~reca?

Qe ‘What usce vrs mede of nhetogranhs®

A. In the Singeperc compeisn somc usc of mhotos for
rcconnaissonce was mede. Loter on the mein use of rir
nnotosrapvhs wrs for photo mapping of SUVMATRA,

« Whet verce the channels for distribution of photosrenhs
s ! I
to round units?

A Reccucsts for photogrephs went up through ground
caenncls to Arco Army, Arcr Armv soent €ac reoucst to Air
Arny, vnlch thon cttached o reconprissence unit to the
Ground Army. Thercefter, bOLn reéquests for hnotogrhnhs
end distribution wes dircet. If »nlanes wvere not ~ttoched
roecuc ts ”*nt up tarouvgsh ground chrnncles to Arca Arny

end thcen do'n through 2ir chenncls to the photographic
1 a0 B o0 Distribution took thoc revorsce chenncls,

Q How effecetvive were ecirplrnes in gethering informrtion?
Ae I1In tho reaxrly doys of the wer ve hrd sufficicnt vlones
to concuct good scrrences from S“UMATRA, Thce scorch orees
were determined by Arny, A*“ﬂ.ﬁrmV, Ajr Arny, =nd Novy

in cooperrtion. Army secrches worc carricd o;t Jy thc Alr
Division. Aftcr y ur 1lond.g in the Philinpincs, 211
nlencs were dravn out of our arcea so scerchog could not
taen v conaucted,
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Q. Were eir officcers attecicd to ground forces Ior
control in ground- support?

R A Ordincrily only ot Army level ~1lthough occeagionnlly
there might be an air officcr ot Division lcvel.

Q. What were the dutics of the liaicgon officcr?

A, Hc would advise on thc usc of air and of the army
controllcd smell licison plones uscd &8 PASS&IECT nlones
by the Commending Generals cnd General Officcrg of the army.

Q. Desciibe mechrnics of air support of ground forces.

A, Closc supnort wrs dirccted by Division through aoir
1isison officcrs ot Division Heedcuertcrs. Front line
troops put out prnels showing their lincs and Division
ordered bombing from gridded maps. Maln arids were 1 Kn
square and subdivided into 100 m sub~scuercs. bMaps
at 1:10,000 scnle verc »rcfoerred, but 1:25,000 were
usually the only oncs availablc.

Decn .support wrs ordered from Army level using the
crie Kind of nmeps.

Q. Did thc Neavy plencs Cver support ground troops?

Re HNO.

9

Q. YWere plencs used for ~rrtillcery spotting?

A. Yes. The nlene flys olo g the course from the
brttery to-thoe._target and COrrecus by obscrveotion of the
vursts., Planss vere ~lso mscd ror locrtine batterice for

countcr battery fire.

@
Q. Whet usc is made of netrols in the grcund forcest

L. Generel coordinetion of patrolling is o Divislen
rcsponsibility. Howcver n~trol arcas arc brokel dovn o8
shovmn bclow.

Front Linc

-

Arces numbcercd 1 arc conneny resnonelbility.
Arcrs nuitbercd 2 Battalion, Avrce 3, Regimnt. In
~ddition Division nrtrols wrcre scnt out TC spceified
points. Thc gersonncl ior natrols ordcrcd DY comneond 8
highcr then compeny coii¢ ITOW front linc troopns sincce
the higher hecedcuerters hrve no speeinl patrol units.
Therc wverc no snecial natrol units in thc Jopenesc Arny.
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Q. Did Engincer Unlts aave ° spceinl intelligencee

OPganlzatlon?

' As -NOa
i
" . . * °
0. \ere special wire tepping patrols scnt out?

A Yecs, but sincc fcw men in frent lines ccould under-
etrnd English thcsc vere not very bffOCLlen For the
ciie reeson intcrce cption of radio mMeSsSAZES wre not

CquCth” in lowecr unlts.

Q. Did vou heve specilel intelligconee communicetions

chennels?

By KO,

Q. ere gituetion MCps kont ot Army level?

i1 48, -0 9

YIere “fULOQuccd and scnt to both
scible. In »nrectice the
rregular.

A, Yes, and tney
higher and lover cchclong if »o
trenenission of th.sc ManNS w*s 5.9

Q. Whet tyoc of renorts wore publishcd ot Arny level ond
vhet distribution wrs nade?

A. A deily report wos scnt as fop dovm ~s regiment and

up to the Arco Army. Tils included nmuch 2-ncfﬁl
NtulllgUﬂCO ~nd ondcd in on cstimetc of -he cneny sit-

nation ~nd intcntions.

Jf"
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