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e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify wher

Sheet | of S filled out)

|. GENERAL | CONF IDENTIMA L

T o.

ViB=423 ~____(b) Based on or at Green I._J:Q‘,g_ ~ (c) Report No._ ?50

(d) Take off Date 1 Apral, 1948  Time (LZT)0B830=0832 (Zone); Lat 04° 32'  |ong 164° 14

Medium Altitude Daylight Strike on
MMLFM_M () Time of ReturlD21=0028 (Zone!

1. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

—— e e ———

(a) Unit Reporting

(e) Mission

" NUMBER S el Ve w e
TYPE SQUADRON s TR ey BOMBS CANF) TORPEDOES | S
OFF ENEMY A/C TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) | (cr (d) (e) ’ (f) (g)
B e bt L | = e e —— i ———— et == = 4 T e o . s
Nose: AN=i=103

PBJ-1J VEB423| 1 | None | 1.

_ | | |
' | Tall: ANeM=10272
1

proie s e - .

HI. OTHER U. S OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

CRAF T EMPLUTED LR , B |
TYPE }QUADRON NUMBER | BASE TYPE | scmmou | NUMBER | BASE
= N I LY L e _4 . O d 8.

gi Groon Islend | | —

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) o s e
TYPE NO NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF E BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED, | CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED | ENCOUNTFR 5 GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
O M ) 0 e | - -
|
1 !
|
| 4 | i
‘ T . ST S . ... | A b g o S i
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) SCI— — B
Did Any Part of
(1) Encounter ¢) Occur in Clouds?—— __|f so Describe Clouds - | |
lY[S OR NO) (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon ___ et e o (k) Visibility_ I
(INIGHT, BRIGHT MOON, DAY, DVERCAST ETC ]' ' (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) (b) DECTROYED OR DAMA(JED RY 1 (c) (d)
: TYPE e e e e e e S ==y ‘\ LR S R | DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A,C CUADR"?N mLOT OQ CUNNER 4 GUNS USED T WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
"‘: — = e il O —T —— -
¢ e e LMY COR TSN | S, iy ' A — -
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT .
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' CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT No 200
. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR 0PERAT|0NAL OF OWN AlRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only)

—— e — e —_— = D S ——

L

—_— = B N Sa

(a) (b) (c) (d) | (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List | T OF LO% r
C - L . \\ (5t
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VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with _planes listed in VI by Nos. at left) .

(a) (b) (c) (d) I B (e)
NO | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

None _ - . B o

1

I
|
|
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VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) Al i 2 —
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL AV FUEL |— - [T:’.L__;{"T_’f-,_N_'l9_"___5_)_@NDLD NO OF PLANES
B e @ LANE

T T M T4 S |
; A{C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 | 50 | 20MM | MM RETURNING

"
e i ot T,
gt i 0 e e

————

PBJ=1J| 161 | 148 [ 1nr51'| 974 | 323 |

e [ Z
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IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED__tCheck one block on each line) .

——— e — —_—————— e —— —_—

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE | INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over & ' e
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ﬂ B |
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 2mm ) > = '*‘T S ke

g sl N S P

L]

0l 'I.'.I iy il -._‘
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X. COMPARATIVE PERFCRMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left). .

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

No enemy aircraft encuntered.
TURNS .

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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200
R XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)_ mmﬁf New mm (b) Time Over Taraet (< 08 43=0044 (o
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ATL IN AREA UNDER A !
3

(¢) Clouds Over Target____ _+5 Low Clouds with 11@11 rasin.

{BASE IN FEET TYPE ND TENTHS OF COVER)

-

o

il
L

i
k.
T

(d) Visibility of Target_____ E&rtiﬁl_l:l_cbﬂw

le)
(CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC )

Tachies: TVl cu Level

1

=l T i e K AL ,,: 4 B .__
(LEVEL. GLIDE OR DIVE) .

Bombs Dropped per Run. ______;_3_“&;__@_ o Snacing 90 & 100 feet ~
(NUMBER) o (FEET
e

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed Non

(f) Bombing

(L

-

)
>
7
s
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i2k O/ RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land target: D g
of hits For all targets give iocetion and effect of hits anc :dentify by, numi above

Ninety percent of the PBJs bombs were in the target
while thirty percent of the PVs bombs hit the target but others were
long and ghort. Two fires were started in the target area. The

patiern of bomb hits with relation to the target is shown on the
attached photographs.
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XHi. TACTICAL AND OFERATIONAL DATA.

OWK AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Ancles of Attack and

Their Ettectiveness
Distance” of Opening Fire
Detense Tactics and

Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locaring, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Eriemy Weaknesses
Otfensive Tactics, Own

Enemy
Defensive Tac tics, Own
- " Enemy

Flexible Gunriery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY |

|

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Tarqel
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach
Dive
Pull-Out

Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Detensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

e ———— e — e ———_

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

RESTRICTED
Reclass ity whes

f '.".“ ‘,L.’\
CONPIDENTI
.AIJ
_ EPORT No ﬂﬂ

T , = e _l G BascE L o ™ Il | | )

INarrative and comms _ . al 1K TUTIN | ht't."\
E it B o t’i*’ arae T e teet et e dabe 4 Y WP N e fs
"\_;!IDU-‘I!'_\(; dppliCauie 1tetns iy CNecCkK st adt etl LISE  all Ongal Snex |

| aquadron.

CALL PILOT T/C GHEEN T/0/T /C GREEN
301B21 ‘liajor ILOWELL 0830 0043 1021
302821 EVANS 0830 0043 1022
03B21 HICKS3 0831 0943 1022
J04B21 LUSKY 0831 0943 1023
305821 KEITH 0832 0943 1023
306821 EAIRD 0832 0944 1025

Captain BEALRD flew as leader of the New Zealand

Kajor ILOWELL, Operations Cfficer of V..B=423, led
8ix PBJs of ViB-423 gnd five PVa of NZi-3 in o medium
eltitude daylight strike on Vunakanau target number 8.

Tne formatin was Couposed of five PBJs in one three plagne
and one tw plane section as the firet scuadron and one
PRBJ and five PVs in two, three plane sections as the
second sguadron. Cgptain BEALID Pflew as legder of the
ew Zealand SQuadron so that ho could do the sighting for
the FVs which do not carry a bombsight.

The strike was agirborne by 0835 and jolned wn og
described above, then proceeded to 'ide Bay, low Britain.
From Wide Bay the formsti n tumed up the coast toward
Adler Bay for bombardlers to sdjust bombsights and figure
drift. The flight then turned into a headin: of 3200

nagnetic for 33 miles and when southwest of Vunakanau
turned into the bombing run.

The first squadron bombed from 11,300 feet ot 0047
on a heading of 037° magnetic and 180 knots indicated.
The second squadron relessed 1ts bombs from 10,900 feot
at 0944 on a course of 037° nggnetic and 160 knots.

AfTer bombs were away the formatin broke right
and retwned to base. All planes were gsfely on deck
at Green Island by 1027.

o antiegircrsft fire was encountered.

Ninety percent of the PAJs bombs werec in the
target while thirty percent of the FPVs bombs hit the
target but others were long asnd short. Twe fires were
started in the target area. The pattern of bomb hits
with relation to the target is shown on the attached
photographs.

(A1l times in this narrative are love).

WARD D. HARTIN
Capt., USRCR
Intelligence Officer

ALLSET MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTEER L0

H. W. TAYLOR
Hajor, USLHC
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