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INTRODUCTION

These notes are intended to help toward the
understanding of the Acts and the Epistles, To get
the best results there should be a set time each day
for  this study. 'he ideal time is early in the
morning. The study. should be undertaken in a
reverent and prayerful attitude. It is essential that
one’s will should be fully surrendered to God. 'Thus
one is in a position to receive the Holy Spirit’s
illumination. As we pause to meditate on God’s
truth richer meanings will be disclosed. Withrpatience
and perseverance difficulties will clear up. These
studies deal with subjects of the highest importance.
They are worthy of our best effort. They require
" our concentrated attention. They present challenges
o our wills that we dare not evade. We may hope
“here to discover solutions to some of the perplexing
problems of life. The use of a notebook will help
“us to preserve the results of our study.

In studying a passage of Scripture we might well
ask ourselves four questions. (1) What meaning did
the writer wish to convey to the people for whom he
wrote? (2) Of what value is this thought for building
up my own spiritual life? (8) How may these teach-
ings be expressed in my conduct? (4) What is the
bearing of this passage upon the social conditions
of the present iime?

In the meetings of the Bible study group the
findings of the week should be reviewed. Let every
member contribute his best thoughts. Seek to arrive
at some conclusions. Some matters that were obscure
in private study may be made clear in group discuss-
ion. Some difficulties may have tobe left to await
further light. Perhaps during process the rosults
of the study may seem meagre. Ilowever, as we
continue on, we gradually discover that there are
abundant rewards. [Let us remember that we are the
successors of these great and good men whose lives
we study. We are entrusted with the same message.
We can be empowered by the same Holy Spirit.

“0Oh God, to us may grace be given
To follow in their trains.”
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 THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Daily Readings

. .Acts 1:1-14 What promises do vou find i .these

paragraphs? Locate J e1usalem on the map.

. Acts 1:16-26 Why and how was this eclection

held?

Acts 2:1-18 What remarkable events attended the

coming of the IToly Spirit? - How did all this
affect the onlookers?

Acts 2:14-36 'What was the %ubJect of Peter’s
‘sermon? What is your opinion of Peter?
Acts 2:37-47 What remarkable events followed
the coming of the Holy Spirit? Deseribe the

early Chr istians’ manner of life.

Ro. 8:1-13 What two types of life sre contrasted
here? What kind of people shduld make up
the Christian church?

Gal, 5:16-26 'What are the practmql lBaLlltS of
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receiving the Holy Spirit?
Topics for Discussion

1. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John told “‘of all
that Jesus began both to do and to teach.” Th the
hook of The Acts of the Apostles we find Jesus still
active through His disciples. They thought of thenr
Lord as being spiritually present with them just as
He had beon physically present with them. The
end of the book does not mark the completion of
anything. Even down to the present the living
Lord Jesus is still working and teaching among us.
He is the inspivation, the ideal, the dynamiz <
countles useful lives. True, we do not see Him; but
how may we be aware of His presence? \What did the
resurrection of Jesus Chfist mean to the early chureh?
What may it mean to us?

9. Jesus was crucified at the Jowish Teast of
the Passover. Tifty days later, at the Feast of Pente-
cost, occured the descent of the Holy Spirit or Toly
Ghost. This marked the bezinning of the Chyistian.
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Church. When Jesus established His church in the
world it was His intention that His work should be
carried on by a body of Spirit-filled witnesses. He
sent the Holy Spirit ito their.hearts to empower
them for their life- -changing task. What ‘previous
preparation had the apostles received? Why were the
disciples asked to wait'in Jerusalem before geing into
all the world to tell the good news? -What is the
function of a witness? We are to witness hoth by
words and by deeds. The world wants to.see how
Christianity works in everyday life. There should be
something supernatural about the life of cvery
member of the Church of Christ.

3. Some people cay that we cannot change human
nature. We may think that we cannot, but we know
that God can. Peter had on an 1mpmtfmt occasion
denied his Lord. But after receiving the Holy Spirit
he was a different man. He boldly ohmged the Jews
with the crucifixion of Christ. He declared that His
resurrection proved Him to be the Son of God., When
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the people were convicted of sin Peter clearly set
forth the way of salvation. How do you account for
the addition of three thousand souls to the church in
one day? How was the life of the infant church
conserved?

4. What sort of people should be admitted to
church membership? Should church members expect
to be like non-Christians or should they expect to be
different? When Paul wrote about ‘‘the flesh’ in the
eighth chapter of Ramans and in the fifth chapter ot
Galatians he meant the common sinful tendencies of
human nature. When the Tloly Spirit controls one’s
life an improved type of character results. e walks
not “‘after the flesh” but “‘after the Spirit”. This
difference was conspicuous in the early chureh. 'Che
gift of the Holy Spirit is for all people in any age
who will ““commit their way unto the Lovd.”” We
welcome all possible help in our conflict with sin and
in our desire to see the Christian Chuvch a channel of
blessing to the world. '
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Lesson 1]

THE VII‘ALITY OF THE EARLY CHURCH
Daily Readings '

' Acts 3:1-1-10 . How was Peter able to perf orm this

miracle?” What was the effect of it?
Acts 8:11-26 Note the directness of Poter’s ap-
peal, 'Was his attitude kindly or harsh?

Acts 4:1-22 Compare Peter’s bholdness with his

cowardice on a previous occasion. Why did
the officials release Pefer and John?

Acts 4:23-37 Was the prayer for boldness an-

-~ swered? What do you think about this
distribution of property?

Acts 5:1-11 What are some of the Lonsequences
of'greed? Why was the pumbhmem in this
case so severe?

Acts 5:12 26 Describe the success of the church.
Compare the motives of the priests with the
motives of the apostles.

Acts 5:27-42 Compare verse 28 with Mt. 27:25.
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What was Peter’s defense? What ~was
Gamaliel’s advice?
Topics for Discussion

1. The most the lame man expected from Peter
and John was a few coppers. How much better was
their gift? Whenee came the power for such a
miracle? We wish we had more silver and gold to
work with, but God wants to give us something of
gréater value., How much better to sot & man on his
feet than to dole out a little charity to him. We feel
bad about the sickness and povertv and ignorance we
sec all around us; but perhaps these people are also
spiritually destitute, hungrv-hearted and sin-sick.
What have we to share with them? When Jesus said
that He came that we might have life and have 1t
more abundantly, He was not merely promising us
health and wealth. How did this lame man show his
gratitude? How did this incident affect the neigh-
bors? How did it affect the veligious leaders of tho
Jews? What was wrong with these priests?
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2. Peter and John were not the kind of persons
to be turned aside by the threats of men. So deep
was their lovalty to the Christ whom they worshipped
as King of Kings and Lord of Lords that they calmly
teld the officials that they could- not promise to heed
their commands. How could these huwnble -fishermen
thus defy the authorities? "They had a united praying
church behind them. There wasa supernatural power
at work in their lives. At their grodp prayer meeting’
they prayed that they might be bold to witness.
(Acts 4:29) And'it isafterwards stated that they spoke
the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:31). What
if they had followed a timid policy? Consider the
thrill of living adventurously.

8. So great was the mutual love of those early
Christians that they gladly shared their property with
each other. This arrangement was not demanded by
the leaders of the church. 1t was entirely voluntary,
gpringing from the sympathy of loving hearts, In
the rest of the New Testament we find no further

—_— ] ———
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referenco to this distribution of property; so perhaps
this plan was only temporary. Barnabas was one of
those who sold his land and gave the money to the
church. We shall be learning more about this good

man.

4, Unfortunately a cerfain man and his wife
worked out a plan to use this organization for their
own benefit. 'They deliberately withheld part of the
price of somé land they had sold. They reported that
they were turning in the whole amount, hoping thus
to win the approval of the church: Such insincerity
and covetousness could not be tolerated. 1t was their
desire to use God for selfish ends. What should be
our desire? Iover since the time of Judas the church
has been injured by hypoerites among its members.
Yot their presence should not deter us from loyalty
to Christ and His church. Jesus denounced hypocrisy
more severely than any other sin. The confessed
sinner stands higher in the sight of God than the

pretended saint,
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Tusson TIT
~ STEPHEN AND PHILIP
Daily Reéadings

Acts 6 Describe  Stephen. \Vhﬂt wers some
results of his work?

Acts 7:1-19 Why did Stephen use thls historical
approach in his address? -What que Joseph
noteworthv?

Acts 7:20-43 What signs . of God’s loving cave
do you see in this chapter? Did the people

appreciate God’s goodness?

Acts 7:44-8:3 “What caused the Jews to kill
Stephen? In what spirit did Stephen die?

Heb. 11: 2? 40 What powel sustained the m'n’fws ,
of old?

Acts 8:4-250 Where was Samaria? How was this
Simon like the Ananias of chapler five?
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7. Acts 8:26-40 What good qualities do you see In

this Ethiopian? What are some notable points
about Philip’s witnessing?

Topics for Discussion

1. Stephen was a Greek-speaking Jjew, recently
become a Christian: e was chosen with six other
men to administer the charities of ihe Jeorusalemn
chureh. He was “full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost.”” e was able to work miracles and able to
argue convincingly for the truth of the gospel. Why
did his enemies bring false witnesses to accuse him?
What other persons in Bible history were attacked
" by false witnesses? ‘What were some of the charges
brought against Jesus? What is the best way to meet
~unfair opposition?

10
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9. On what did Stephen base his defense? He
certainly was a good Bible student. He referred to
the same prophecy .of Moses that Pefm had referred
to. (Deut. 18:15. Acts 3: :99) These words implied
that we should be open-minded. Moses knew that
he had not spoken the last word. "He also knew
that the temple worship was moi an end in itzelf,
but it was a means of bringing men into fellowship
with God. Stephen wanted to clevate and broaden
his hearers’ conception of God. At last Stephen’s
hearers could no longer endure his condemnation. In
anger they stoned him to death. Of what do his last
words remind you? (Lu 23:34) What do you suppose
was the effect of Stephen’s martyrdom? Have you
known of similar martyrdoms in recent times?

3. The persecution of the church, instead of
e 11—
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checking its progress, caused its members to go out
from Jerusalem in all directions proclaiming the
gospel. Although the Jews did notlikethe Samaritans,
Philip was glad to go down to Samaria to tell them the
good news. Philip, like Stephen, was one of the
seven deacons of the church. 'We would call these
men laymen, but they certainly had preaching
ability. They also had gifts of healing. Philip’s
preaching and healing in Samaria brought many
converts. Among them was one Simon, asorcerer
or magician. This popular movement toward
Christianity was hurting his business. So he decided
to take on Christianity as a side-line to increase his
income. What was wrong in Simon’s scheme? What
manifestations of this sin which we call simony do
we sometimes see? What is the remedy for it? The

12
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idea m being a,- Christian is not that we are to use
God, but that God is to use us as His Servants.

4. Tvidently Philip lived a God-controlled life.

5y

God could speak to him because he wag'in the habit of -

listening. He followed God’s direct.ion's’pfom‘ptly'ah‘d
fully. He was told to go ouf on a dosert roid. Thére
‘he met a Negro official whose name we do not know.
This man was treasurer for-the queen of Lthiopia
or Abyssinia. He was a devout man with an inquir-
ing mind. They discassed one of the prophecies of
fsaiah. Philip knew how to interpret the Scriptures.
His newly-found friend acted promptly on the newly-
discovered light. When Philip’s work was done the
Holy Spirit sent him on other orrands. What do
you think of this procedure? Probably this official
‘was the first Christian in Ethiopia.

—_— 18 —
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Lessox IV
THE TRANSFORMATION OF SAUL
Daily Readings

Acts 7:58; 8:1-3; 9:1-2; 22:1-b; 26:9-11. What
was the original attitude of Saul (or Paul)
toward Christ and His churc¢h? Was he
consecientious in this attitude?

Acts 9:1-16 TLocate Damascus on the map. Des-
cribe  Saul’s roadside expericnce.

Acts 9:17-31 What did Ananias and Barnabas do
for Saul? What did Saul do for the Lord?

Acts 22:6-21 Tor what purpose did God choose
Saul?

Acts 26:9-23 What do you observe as to Saul’s
energy? What resulted from Saul's con-
version?

e 14—
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6. Gal.1:10-24 'Was Paul’s gospel message of human
or divine origin?

7. I Tim. 1:12-20 In later years how did Paul re-
gard his conversion? Observe his humility.

Topics for Discussion

1. Saul, also known as Paul, was a man of
strong parposes and a man of action. He was born
into a good Jewish family and he veceived a good
Jewish education. He was more agressive than his-
famous teacher, Gamalicl. He was very conscientious
in observing the moral and ceremonial laws of the
Jewish faith. Naturally he was sure that he was right
and he was proud of his position. Why did he
think it was his duty to crush the Christian move-
ment? God saw in Saul a man who might become a

15
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leader of the Christian forces if his conception of
Jesus Christ were changed. Hence the startling
experience on the Damascus road. It completely
changed the remainder of his life.

9. Why was Saul going to Damascus? While
we do not approve his actions we can give him
credit for acting conscientiously. What should be our
feoling toward misguided people? What do you think
of the idea that consience is a safe guide to conduct?
Suppose we say “an enlightened conscience’”. Saul’s
conscience had been driving him in the wrong direc-
tion. Henceforth there was to be a fundamental
change in his relations with God and with men. All
his splendid powers were to be turned into new
channels, not destructive but constructive. What do
“you think of the idea that all religions are equally
good? Some say that it does not matter what you

—_— 16 —
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believe, any creed or no creed, if only you do the bess
you can. But the best we ourselves can do is not good
enough. We need a consciousness of God working
in us and through us. Christ came to facilitate this.
Without this Saul could never have achicved such a
marvelous life work. Imagine how Saul’s heart was
stirred by what he saw and heard on the Damascus
road. What two questions did he ask? (Acts 22:8,10)
What instructions did he receive? His obedience
was immediate and complete, The fact that he must
sacrifice much did not deter him. 'F'o the end of his
life he never regrotted that he had followed the gleam.

He was rewarded with mfmy unexpected compensa-
tions.

3. Saul in his blindness and perplexity sorely
noeded a friend. God sent to him a Damascus Christian

17
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named Ananias. What was Ananias’ first reaction
to God’s callp What did he finally do? ‘What about
our need today for men like Ananias, men who
think the best of others and hope for the best
from others? Consider in what an embarrassing
gituation Saul found himself in Jerusalem. He was
rejected by his old friends and suspected by his
new friends. At this junecture another good man,
Barnabas, came to his aid. Ile vouched for Saul’s
sincerity. Soon Saul won the confidence of the
church by his vigorous testimony for Christ his
newly-found Lord. He did not know much Christ.
ian theology at the outset; but he knew that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Son of God, the world’s Messiah,
- and his Savior and Lord,

4. At a oritical time Judas had cut himsell
18
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off from the twelve apostles. The eleven chose
Matthias to fill the. vacancy, but we hear nothing
more about him, God now choge Paul to be a fore-
most apostle with special reference to the Gentiles.
How had Paul regarded the Gentiles? Tr om now
on he was to be their champion. How can you
explain the breaking down of prejudice? Tt was
due to his conviction as to God’s purpose for his life.
Tet us not submit to the will of God with a sigh but
seek it with glad expectation.
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| Lussox V
THE OPPORTUNITY OF THE GENTILES
Daily Readings

Acts 10:1-18 What kind of man was Cornelius?
Why was Peter perplexed about this vision?

Acts 10:19-33 Observe the work of the Iloly
Spirit in the hearts of different men at onc
time for one purpose. (See Acts 9:10-12)

Acts 10:34-48 'What was Peter’s testimony and
what was the outcome? '

Acts 11:1-18 What did the Jerusalem Christians
think of this incident at first and after
Peter’s explanation?

. Acts 12:1-19 When Peter imprisoned was what

did the

church do about it? How was he released?
Acts 15:1-18 - 'What question was referred to the

apostles and elders at Jerusalem? What was

20 —
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Peter’s plea? -

7. Acts 15:19-35 What was the decision of the
council on this subject? \Vhat did fhis mean
for the future of Chnqtlamtv"’

Topxcs for D!SCUSSIOH |

1. The hlghest p11V11e0'e for any man or nation
is to bo a usable instrument in God’s hands. For
many centuries God had been training the Jews to
be His peculiar people. They wero to exert a whole-
some influence upon the wicked Gentile nations
around them. Now the fime arrived when the Jewish
regime was to be supplanted by the Christian c¢hurch,
including both Jews and Gentiles, When Christ died
on the cross it was for Jews and Gentiles alike.
Cornelius was a devout Gentile and Peter was a

— 91—
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devout Jew. What remarkable method did God use
to bring these two good men into fellowship? Ior
what purpose? Note the great significance of this
incident. Isthe Christian ¢hurch for one race or for
all mankind? How can we overcome racial prejudice?

2

2. Although Cornelius was a moral man, be-
lieving in God, he still fieeded to know of the Son
of God who had said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No man cometh unto the Father but by
me.” (Jn.14:6) While Peter was telling him about the
death and resurrection of Christ the Holy Spirit came
upon this little company. Without delay FPetor
baptized these Gentile believers. This was clearly a
case of divine guidance. We have read about God’s
speaking to Philip, to Saul, to Ananias, to Cornelius,
to Peter. Surely He can speak tous if we are atten-
tive and obedient. In prayer we should not be too
much occupied with what we have to say to God.
We should also practise ‘‘waiting on God” to see
what He has to say to us.

— 9D —



3. Antioch was a city of | Syria, 300_miies North
of Jerusalem. It was the base for spreading the

gospel among the Gentiles. Some Jowish Christians

came to Antioch and insisted that Gentile converts
must observe all the laws of the Jews. This caused
quite a disturbance in the infant church. To whom
did they refer the question? = 'Who were sent as their
representatives? 'T'he apostles and elders in Jerusalem
listened to Peter and Paul and Barnabas tell how
God had acecepted these Gentiles. The council
decided that they must recognize them as Christians.
They asked that the new Christians abstain from
what?

4. Pauland Barnabas had appealed to the mother

church in Jerusalem, hoping to have this troublesome -

question settled once for all. Although the decision
— 28— |
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was a victory for spiritual Christianity, yet this con-
troversy continued to trouble the churches., Iven
today there are differences of opinion about these
principles. Peter spoke of a yoke that they were not
able to bear, He declared, “But we believe that we
shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus.”
(Acts 15:11) The yoke was legalism, the idea of being
saved by ‘‘doing the works of the law.” It is our
privilege to be ‘““free men in Christ Jesus.”” We do
right, not from compulsion, but from gratitude to
Christ who died for us and who lives in our hearts
and dominates our lives. Is law as powerful in in-
centive to rvight living as grace? Which makes one
more liable to spiritual pride? On which are you
relying for acceptance with God?
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Lesson VI

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY
Daily Readings

.- Acts 4:36,37; 9:27; 11:29-26; 18:2,3;" 15:36-40.

‘What kind of man was Barnabas? -

Acts 13:1-12 How were Paul and Baraabas prepar-
ed for this journey? What opposition did they
meet? |

Acts 13:18-25 How did Paul show God’s care over
the people of Israel?

Acts 13:26-41 Note the personal appeal in Paul’s
discourse. What truths did he emphasize?

Acts 13:42-52 What different results followed
this preaching? |

Acts 14:1-13 Why does preaching the gospel

— 25—
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produce strife? Were Paul and Barnabas
| ~ easily discouraged?

7. Acts 14:14-28 What different kinds of tleatment
' did these missionaries receive? Trace this
journey on the map.

Topics for Discussion.

1. The new Christians at Antioch were ac-
customed to praying with the addition of fasting to
show their earnestness. Thus they were highly
responsive to the direction of the Holy Spirit.

What project did the Holy Spirit lay upon their -

hearts? Many of them were fresh converts from
paganism, eager to share their precious experience of
Christ. We first hear of theso missionaries as
“Barnabas and Saul”’. Later it becomes ‘‘Paul and

— 26 ——
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Barnabas.””  This DBarnabas was a real Christian.
What had he done for Paul? 'Was he jealous of
Paul’s success and-afraid that Panl might outshine
him? His cousin John Mark deseffea thein on their
first missionary journey. Did he for this reason cast
him off? (Acts 15:36-40) How would you like to
have some one like Barnabas for a friend?

9. What was the setting of the work of the
early missionaries? What helpful influences could
they count upon? In every town there was a group
of Jews who worshipped Jehovah. So they first went
to the Jewish meeting places and told these people
about God’s new revelation of Himself in Jesus

— 27—
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Christ, "There were always some Jews who welcomed
the gospel message and formed a nucleus of a
Christian church. In addition to this monotheistic
influence there was the advantage of Greek culture
which had opened and broadened men’s minds. The
Greek language was widely used and was & valuable
channel for the interchange of ideas. Furthermore,
Rome had introduced good roads, had pacified and
unified the various provinces, and had secured to
the people the law and order so necessary for re-

ligious liberty-

3. Where are the roots of Christianity? We must
seek them in God’s earliest dealings with men. Peler

1. S —
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and Stephen and Paul in their presentation of the go-
spel referred to ancient Jewish history and quoted the
‘Scriptures. God had long been praparing for the the
coming of His Son. Christ’s minis‘ti'j"léd up to His
death on the cross. His resurrectibh completed His
work of atonement and gave the geal of God’s ap-
proval to His life-work. 'Why did the Jews dislike to
hear of His resurrection? What does His resurrection
mean to us? {John 11:25) Let us be aware of the

richness of our heritage in Christ.

4, Paul and Barnabas kept their eyes fixed on
God, not on men. Were they proud when they
were treated as gods? Were they discouraged at being

~— 29 :
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stoned and cast outf How do you explain their
poise How had they been sent on this journey
in the first place? Were they seeking their own
glory? Sickness, danger, opposition and apathy could
not deter them from following out the divine com-
mission, Jesus gave to us and to all of His dis-

ciples a Great Commission. (Mt, 28:18-20) Are we
taking it seriously? We call certain people ministers

and missionaries. The word ‘*‘minister’”” means a
servant. The word “‘missionary’”’ means one who is
sent. very Christian should so live that these titles
might properly be applied to him.
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LEssoxn VII

PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY
Daily Readings

Acts 15:86-16:10 What two friends-traveled with
Paul? Mow were they guided in their
travels?

Acts 16:11-24 Describe Lydia., Why were Paul
and Silas imprisoned?

Acts 16:25-10 What do you observe here about
the uses of adversity?

Acts 17:1-15 Why did the Jews so persistently
oppose Paul? What virtues had the Beroeans?

Acts 17:16-34 What do you think of Paul’s
approach to.the people of Athens? What is
‘our relationship to God?
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6. Acts 18:1-11 How did Paul support himsel{?
What encouragement did Paul receive?

7. Acts 18:12-22 Imagine the scene when Paul re-
turned to his base at Antioch after an absence
of some three years.

Topics for Discussion

1. Paul was sent forth by the Iloly Spirit and
was also guided in his movements by the Holy Spirit.
He was hindered from going North and was told to
go West, crossing the Aegean Sca from Troas in Asia
Minor to Macedonia. That was a very important
step, It meant carrying the gospel from the continent
of Asia over to tho continent of Lurope. What if
Paul had been inattentive or headstrong or lazy?
Over in Philippi he found a God-fearing woman
named Lydia “whose heart the Lord opened.” She
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became the nucleus of the church there. Where.

God sends His messengers I1e also prepares the way.,

2. In Philippi Paul and Silas were thrown iito

prison for healing a demented slave- girl.. What was
the formal charge against them? Did these two
servants of Christ have a guilty conscionce? How

do you know? Here is an illustration of the saying

“The joy of the Loxd is vour strength’’. (Neli. 8:10)
How. can a Christian be joyful when in trouble? What
do you suppose the other prisoners thought of Paul
and Silas as they prayed and sang? How did God
answer their prayers? Imagine the fright of the
jailor. Consider how Paul rose to the occasion, Iere
was an unexpected opportunity to point out the way of
salvation. What did Paul mean when he said
‘“Beliove on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved’?

an
20



£ M w,® B — I & B B D ﬂfﬁﬂ%ﬂ?

G Tl R T TS
@,%@J&ﬂr{fﬂiﬁrﬁ#——ﬁ,%%?ﬁj—ﬂﬂ
S8 B A BB om oy - hlm
PRl B ZBI M 6 By 5,60 ¥ % HL. 0 ab BE
IR 3 KB E W K@ 5 R R
£ AT MO OE s A B ML R B A
Tl i F R WL B B B % BT
U M W, e WE Bl AR 4 Tt ms] I
zkﬁfﬁ%vw&%%mfﬁi%%ﬂf&bﬁ
W W OA B %W o i R G T
AR EL IR TSR BY-I
WoA-dh B2 uldn B D mow oo S 1L W,m
— B M E A7 BT RN T
TR BE OB SE RS Bl B Kb, 55, M 0o VR fi
Folln B A — W F b R 7 o0 B FE
%%@?ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ*fﬂi?ilﬁ]ﬁ%féki}x_b
W B RLFE M P OR W A H W @ e @
&*&ﬁlﬁ%%ﬁ%?’oméﬂﬁmAlﬁtw’r
2 E R 2 A . i OA B A oK K B
) UBP A M 6 KE R 38 E, A A P B ']’09}15

Do you think the word “‘saved” was usel with a

different content by the- jailor and by the preachers?
'\Vhftt difference?

3. The missionaries remembered the words of

Jesus “When they persecute you in one city flee unto
the next.”” They went to The:salonica and to Beroea
~and to Athens, cities of Greece. Athens was a famous
center of Greek culture. Its people were fond of
discussing philosophy. They welcomed Paul not
from a sense of sin, but in the hope of gettinga new
subject for debate. Paul knew that in every man’s
heart there is an Instinet for worship. In thiscase he
ased an approach different from his customary style.
He, a lone stranger, undertook without using the
Bible to persuade them of a spiritual God:to whom
they were responsible. They were not accustomed
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{0 the idea of being judged by their gods. Did those
highly cultured people need a Savior?

4, Paul worked more than a year and a half in
Corinth, an important city of Greece (A ohé.ia) There
was a mixed population there of Jews, Gre seks and
Romans, It was a busy place on a main trade route.
The people’s minds were intent on business. Poverty

has its dangers and so has prosperity. The moral

tone of Corinth was low. Yet in this worldly wicked
onvironment there grew up o vigorous Christian
community. It was like a beautiful lily growing
cut of a filthy mudhole. The letters Paul wrote to
the church in Corinth show how much they had to
contend against. Yet God was able to make someth-
ing of them. Ilave you observed God’s transforming
power in vour own locality?
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Ligssoxr VIIL

THE EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS

1
1

Daily Readings

Thess. 1 What good qualities had the The-
ssalonian Christians? )

Thess.” 2 How fond of these people was Paul?
How responsive were they?

“hess, 3 Whom had Paul sent to strengthen

the Thessalonian Church? What report did
he bring back?
Thess, ¢ What were Paul’s standards of right

living?
'Thess. 5 Ilow does this chapter stimulate

watchfulness?

11 Thess.1:1-2:12 How did Paul comfort the

persecuted Christians? Did Paul expect tho
immediate rveturn of Christ?

—— 36—
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7. TI Thoss.2:13-3:18 Why did Paul work at his
trade? What is the teaching here concerning
lahor?

Topics for Discussion

1. Thessalonica was & prominent- city on the
coast of Macedonia and the capital of -that province,
The apostle Paul preached there three weeks on his
. gsecond missionary journéy. Xe was driven out by
hostile Jews. Soon after leaving there he sent
Timothy back to strengthen the mew. converts in
their faith, Timothv rejoined Paul at Atbens or
Corinth,bringing a good report of their stedfastness
amid persecutions. (I 'I'hess, 3) This comforted Paul
and prompted him to write to them. Note the
affectionate tone of his letters, What misunder-
standings needed to be corrected?
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2. Paul found it far from easy to introduco
Chyistianity into the great city of Thessalonice. The
Jewish colony there should have welcomed Paul’s
teaching as the fulfillment of their ancient faith,
Instead,they starvted a riot, declaring that Paul and
his companions were turning the world upside down.,
(Perhaps that would bring it right side up.) Ac-

“¢ording to the second chapter of the first epistle
how had Paul acted under these conditions? He
was bold but not offensive. Ife used no tricks; he
was free from sclf-conceit. Hoe did not show a
professional spirit, but he really loved the people. Why
did he work as a tentmaker? His daily life was o
demonstration of what it means to be a Christian.
He was also what we would call a good sport;
giving his best; fair play; team-work; modest in
victory; brave in defeat,
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3. Both of these letters contain frequent ve-
ferences to the coming again of the Lord, Con-
cerning this subject it was necessary to clear up two
misunderstandings. (1) They feared that Christians
dying before Christ’s refurn_would miss the joys of
that event. What is the teaching of I Thess, 4:13-18
on that point? (2) They had been led to suppose
that Jesus was coming back to ‘earth again ia-
mediately. In the second chapter of the second
epistle Paul states thal certain manifestations of evil
must precede the return of Christ. There have been
many guesses as to who ‘‘the lawless one’’ might
be. The hope remains that after a period of fribula-
tion the Lord will return and set up IHis kingdom
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on the earth. This gives us an incentive for patient

endurance and for living on the highest plane.

4, God puts no premium on laziness. Some
of the Thessalonian Christians were so sure that
Christ was coming at once that they quit work and
became idlers, busybodies, and dependent upon the
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charity of others. Would it have heen permissible
for Paul to refrain from manual labor and be’
supported by the Christian congregation? In the
third chapter of the socond epistle he explains why
he did not do so. What is the value of labor?
Being a Christian does not release us from the
ordinary obligations of community life. Rather, it
should make us more attentive to our social as well
as personal duties. A wise father gave this advice
to his son, “Earn all you can and save all You
can in order to give all you can.”
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THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS
Daily Reéding§ )

Gal. 1:1-17 How did Pf\ul 1e<,elve hl‘i gospel
message?

Gal. 2 What was Paul’s speeml mission? What
do you think about the 20th verse?

Gal. 3:1-20 Are we saved by doing the works of
the law or by faith in Christ? May we be
called sons of Abmham?

Gal. 3:21-4:11 What is the use of the law? 'What
standing has the Christian before God? (4:4-7)

Gal. 4:12-31 What truth is set forth in the story
of Abraham’s two sons?

Gal. 5 What disturbing teachings had the Galatian

— 41
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Christians received? What two types of life
are deseribed in verses 16-267

7. Gal. 6 Whatis the law of burden bearing? What
is the law of sowing and reaping?

Topics for Discussion

1. TPind the province of Galatia on the map.
«Paul had established several churches in that region
on his seconed missionary journey. They probably
contained more Gentile Christians than Jewish. There
were many Jews in Palestine who were just as
vigorously opposed to Christianit.y as Paul had been.
Some of these men followed Paul, trying to destroy
his work. They declared that Paul was not a proper
apostle. 'They insisted that Gentile converts must
observe all the Jewish laws and traditions and
customs. How did Paul feel when he heard of this

—_— 42—
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opposition? How ean his letter be applied to present-
day conditions? Remember that opposition may be
beneficial. Popularity is no proof of real worth,

2. Christianity is a revealed ‘_"i’eligi_on. God’s
principal revelation of Himself was in Chyist. In
addition, all through the gges, God’ has been calling
upon individuals to be His messengers to men. Paul
was definitely called from being a fierce.persecutor of
the Christians to being the foremost messenger of
'God to the Gentiles. He spent much time alone with
God. Hedid not depend upon other Christian leaders
to tell him what he should say. What action had the

Council at Jerusalem (Aets 15) taken concerning Paul

and Barnabas and their liberal policy? Had God
blessed Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles? We,

like Paul, may be aware of getting instructions from-
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God. While He is calling us to be His messengers
He may also be calling us to be good farmers or
merchants or homemakers.

3. The last two verses of the second chapter
give us the true view of thie Christian life. 1t is quite
different from the view of Paul’s Jewish opponents.
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Tor the Galatian Christians to hope to please God -

just by observing all the Jewish laws would be a

backward step. It would mean changing from an
inward and spiritual life to an outward and ceremonial
system Could any man obey the law perfectly?
Is Jesus’ death on the cross quite sufficient for our
acceptance with God? 'Which affords a stronger in-
centive to right living, law or grace? Which is more
likely to keep one grateful and humble? We need
not be ashamed of being beneficiaries when God is the
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benefactor.

4, There isa clear contrast in this epistle between
bondage and freedom, There is a similar contrast
between the works of the flesh and the fruits of the
Spirit. (5:19-23) Thése desirable traits, sueh as love,
joy and peace, are the natural oulgrowth of llvmg
under the rule of the Spirit of God, the oly Spirit.
We do not tie apples upon a thornbush and call it an
apple tree. Ts our attention fixed upon the mechanical
-observance of rules and regulations? Or is it fixed
upon the indwelling Christ? Does this mean anxiety
or joy? Do we have a sense of defeat or of victory?
This way of living must be experienced in order to be
appreciated.
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'PAUL'S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY
Daily Readings

Acts 18:23-19:7 'Where was Ephesus? What was
the need for Christian instruction in Iiph-
esus?

Acts. 19:8-22 What can you say of the success
of Paul’s work in Ephesus? What changes
came over the fortune-teller?

Acts 19:23-41 What enemies and friends had
Paul in Fphesus?

Acts 20:1-16 How much interest in the gospel
had the Christians in Troas? \Where was
Paul bound for?

Acts 20:17-27 What were Paul’s strong points?

— 40—



d

o B M. MTR &
R @’Eﬂﬁuﬂ% ﬁil m Vb BE? 4
A E BT %uﬂéﬁ‘%z-: o — B s
éﬁa@ﬁémmaﬂmm R
ol m M Miga il O G
— R . S 3 B /
'ﬁi%&m%%ﬂa@om B o 16 M m
+fﬁ&l~i§%¢ﬁffr\4ﬂz% BB B B
:/,‘}’fT" Y ’ J e 1
22%ﬂkﬁo%ﬁ?\ﬂim » | Uk
F)’u&?%%dﬁﬂ%’*ﬁ@ Bk % #
ol RN Al
?mw%ﬂmﬂ'fﬁ: f‘é":%l%‘?y%
: W LT W B W |

o WIS | 18R I BEIRREN (o |

Acts 20:28-38 What danger did Paul anticipate? .
Why were the Ephesian Christians so devoted
to Paul?

7. Acts 21:1-16 'Trace this voyage on the map.

What can you say as to thé ‘strength of
Paul’s purpose?
Topics for Discussion
1. Paul’s third missionary journey, like the first
and second, began at Antioch, He visited Galatia,

Phrygia, Xphesus, Corinth, Macedonia, Philippi,

Troas, Assos, Miletus, T'yre and Caesarea, completing

his journey at Jerusalem, Look up the location of

these places. The journey occupied about four years,
more than half of the time having been spent in

Ephesus. He had various helpers in his work.
(Acts 19:22;20:4-6) The use of ‘‘we’’ in Acts 20
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and 21 indicates that Luke was with him in the
latter part of this journey. As in his other journeys
he had to contend with those whose business was
being hurt by the Christian movement, and with
Jews who were jealous of the success of the new
religion. What were the conditions of travel in
Paul’s day? 'What burdens rested on his heart?

2. - Ephesus was a busy city on the West coast
of Asia Miner., Beside being the capital of the
province it was the seat of a magnificent temple of
Diana or Artemis, Why did the silversmiths of
Ephesus object to Paul’s preaching? Cite other
instances where people placed material gain above
spiritual welfare. (Acts 5:1-11;8:18-20;18:6-12;16:16-22)
We may pity any man, rich or poor, who is blind
to the values that cannot be expressed in dollars
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~and cents, What did Jesus say about gaining the
whole world and losing your soul? (Mt. 16:26) Tt is
- possible that you may have to choose between worldly
gain and spiritial gain: It is ‘also possible that
In choosing spiritual values you will receive un-
expected material benefits.

3. Tt was not convenient for Paul to stop at
Ephesus, so he asked the elders of the Xphesian
church to meet him at Miletus, the next port to the
South. There he reminded them  of his conduct
during his long stay with them. What a satisfaction
to be able to look back upon such a splendid record.
No one had been supervising his work. He had
spontaneously done his whole duty by them, free
from self-seeking. Why was he anxious about their
future well-being? With calm faith he commended
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them to God. What made their parting so sorrowful?
Would they have been better off if there had becen

no ties strong enough to create such sorrow?

4, The tearful scene at Miletus was repeated at
Tyre (21:4-6) and again at Caesarea (21:8-14). Was
Paul conscious of the dangers before him? Was
his determination to go on to Jerusalem due fo
stubbornness? If not, what then? Once Jesus had
“‘stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem’’, (Lu. 9:51)
What do you think of the slogans; ‘‘Safety first’
and ‘‘Look out for mumber one”’? Consider the
moral grandeur of the man who walks consistently
in the will of God. The awareness of God’s ap-
pointment and God’s care gives him confidence and
courage,
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS
Daily Readings

I Cor. 1:10-31 What was wrong with the church
at Corinth? Does the spread of the gospel
depend upon worldly wisdom?

I Cor. 2 Describe Paul’s approach to the Cor-
inthians. What do we need in order to
understand spiritual truth? |

I Cor. 3 Whatis the harm in forming factions?
Why did Paul use the figuve of the building?

I Cor. 4 What is the teaching of the seventh
verse? Why did Paul send T'imothy to them?

1 Cor. 6 When Christian have disputes with each
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other how should they settle them? Why
should we regard our bodies as sacred?

6. I Cor.8 'What policy did Paul recommend re-
garding the eating of food that had been
offered to idols? Why?

7. 1 Cor. 9:7-27 Had Paul the right to take pay for
preaching? Why did he ‘“‘become all things
to all men”?

Topics for Discussion

1. Paul spent about two years in Corinth on his
second missionary journey. Ile established a church
there in the face of considerable Jewish opposition.
He had some poor material to work with. (I Cor.
6:9-11) Sexual immorality, very prevalent in
Corinth, was found in the church. The Christians
were divided into parties, loyal to different leaders.
They were involved in lawsuits with each other.
Paul wrote a letter to them to correct their faults,
but that letter has been lost. Then he wrote an-
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- other letter. Tt was probably written from Ephesus
on his third missionary journey. 'This we call the
first epistle to the Corinthians. It deals with a number
of these practical questions. Although deeply grieved
over their faults Paul had a tender affection for them.
Have we any right to give up hope for any one?
We are to love the sinner while we haie his sins.
Only thus can we help him to get rid of them.

2. Ono weakness of the Corinthian church was
that its members were divided into rival parties.
Different members  were specially loyal to certain
teachers who had specially helped them, ‘This led to
jealousy and strife. They should have fiixed their
attention upon the Lord rather than upon men. After
all, the Holy Spirit is our great teacher. Without
His enlightenment can we understand spiritual
truths? What is the. meaning of 1 Cor. 2:147 Does
this explain why so many people rejectthe gospel?
There is need of a clearer realization of the unimport-
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ance of men and men’s wisdom in comparison with
the supremacy of God and God’s eternal truth.

3. Paul had labored long and humbly and
patiently to show these Corinthians how to live the
Christian life. Now he is grieved because his converts
have become proud and look down upon him. In I
Cor. 4:6-183 he uses impassioned language to rebuke
them. In view of what you know about their faults do
vou think they had any right to be so arrogant? Did
Paul begrudge his hardships? The sufferings he had
endured for the Lord, gave him true dignity. 'These
Corinthians were ashamed of Paul’s humiliation and
were fond of the praises of men. They should have
remembered what their condition had been before
they were saved. Gratitude for what Christ had done
for them would have produced true humility. In this
connection read Isa. 57:15.,

4, The Corinthian Christians had written to Paul
to enquire whether it was permissible for them to cat
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food that had been offered in sacrifice to idols. How
would you answer that question? Paul of course
knew that since an idol is nothing, eating food that
had been offered to:an idol is nothing. But he also
knew that to many less enlightended Christians this
act scemed wrong. He felt that vather than injure a
weak brother’s conscience he would forego his
privilege of eating this' food. Ile followed the same
principle in foregoing the right to receive a salary
from the church. We have rights and the right to
give up our rights. Will my attitudes dand actions
help or hinder another person to live the Christian
life? 'This is a challenging question.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS
(Continued)

Daily Readings

I Cor. 10:1-17 What displeased God in the life

of the ancient Jews? What promise helps
us in time of temptation?

I Cor. 11:17-34 - What is the significance of the
Lord’s Supper? 'Why should we be reverent
in observing the Lord’s Supper?

I Cor, 12:1-20 What are some of the manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit’s workp Why should
Christians be united in spirit?

I Cor. 13 Compare love with other spiritual
gifts. What kind of personality does love
produce?
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5. I Qor. 14:1-19 Is the gift of speaking in a foreign

. tongue of prime importance?
6. I Cor. 15:1-19 What was the gospel which Paul
preached? What is our hope of resurrection
based upon? o
7. I Cor. 15:356-58 Gompam our ‘presont body with
our resurrection body. (verse 44) What be-
comes of the sting of dexil.]-

Topics for discussion

1. Just before His crucifixion Jesus established
the Holy Communion or the Lord’s Supper. .It was
intended to be a reminder of His sacrificial death.
What do the bread and the wine vepresent? This
ceremony has value only as we are aware of Christ,
To participate cavelessly is worse than useless. In
this connection what was Paul’s complaint about the
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Corinthian Christians? A memorial service has the
power to keep the influence of a loved one active
in our lives. Remembering our Lord in.this way
is feeding our souls on the Bread of Life. Iis
presence in our hearts keeps us from sin and inspires
us for noble living.

2. "I'he Holy Spirit in owr hearts gives rise to
wany admirable qualities, The best gift of the
Spirit is love. Love is the most fundamental and
the most lasting gift. Passive love is good, but
active love, creative love, dynamic love is better. Is

‘Paul talking about love expressed in words alone or

love expressed in deeds as well? Try to memorize I
Cor. 13:4-7. See what difference it will make if you
keep ‘these virtues in mind day by day. If enough
individuals would live this way what a change would
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come over the fa‘mily, the community, the nation
and the world? God is love, and if we dwell in
God we shall dwell in love, |

3. The fifteenth ch_a.pter shows tho connection
between Christ’s resurrection and ours. It gives a
list- of His post-resurrection appearances to Iis dis-
ciples. These appearances proved the reality of His
reswirection. ‘As foretold in the Old Testament,
Christ died and rose from the dead, thus completing
~ the work of our redemption. The apostle Paut _ives
these facts as of basic importance. 'They meant so
- much to those early Christians that they proelaimed
thema everywhere, even at the risk of martyrdom.
The realization of these facts gives us courage and
endurance and inspiration in life’s conflict.

4, Of what value to us is the rvesurrection of

59




e

f 67 9 88 R B & B B B
E,E2 0 B P % B8 8 &,
ﬂ@’éﬁﬁ%%%ﬁoﬁﬁa
BEBRALEET ~ B Tho
ﬁﬁ@ﬂa%gwﬂgf&.ﬁﬁ
IR RN YRS
B B W AT EEN
T FBEBRE T ET R
Ao & 2L BB B % : 5 BB
BE oA B:ivTod: 4 255 B M oM
B E W R a8 L, Ml R
H R LW IO K R
E Mo B B R % Sk U k]
B EE LN EE KR
Mo =0 £ 7 & X % & 5 E 1
%L E W OB M B EE
R EEEERERE
E:ﬁm—“7%%ﬁta%)%
EFAHAAER T TG G EE
i B W, B oM R AEE
T B & & M. B R 5 M &5

Jesus? Since He rose from the dead we have the
agsurance that we sghall rise also. Moreover, in the
closing paragraph of the fifteenth chapter there is a
promise of victory for us here and mnow., When
Jesus hung on the cross it seemed that Satan was
victorious. Nevertheless, when He “rose from the
grave He triumphed over Satan. If we are unifed
with Christ in the resurrection life, we too may
triumph over Satan and sin. What is the two-fold
‘result of this way of living? TFirst, we are established
in Christ, unshaken by circumstances. Secondly, we
are useful in the Lord’s service.
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Lzrsson XIII
THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

Daily Readings.

11 Cor. 1:1-16 How are we prepared to comfort
other people? Iow are we enabled to endme
sufferings?

II Cor. 2 'Was Paul Wlllmg to forgive the wrong-
doer?

1I Cor 8 Which is better, living under the law
or living by the Spirtf

II Cor. 4 Was Paunl overcome by his troubles?
‘What outcome did he expect from his troubles?

II Cor. 5 Explain the phrase *‘should no longer
live unto themselves’’ (v 15) What is the
Christian’s ministry?

1I Cor. 6. What do you soe in Paul’s character to
admire? Why should Christians be separated
people?
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7. X Cor.7 What do you see in the Corinthian

- Christians to admire? What benefit had they
derived from Paul’s rebuke?

Topics for Discussion

1. In both of these letters Saint Paul lets us
look right into his heart. What were his jovs and
what were his sorrows? They were closely related
to the condition of the Corinthian church for he was
deeply concerned over them. Paul rejoiced in their
virtues, yet he was saddened by their divisions, their
immorality and their discrediting of him and his
message, He endured much bodily suffering, gnd yet
his anguish of spirit was greater as he observed eneinies
within the church tearing down his work. On the
other hand, what signs of satisfaction do you observe?

2. What hint about the uses of trouble do you
find in 1:3-5? Did Paul write out of his own experience?
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““The Father of mercies and the God of all comfort”.
'What a bearitiful title for God this is.. Suppose God
never let us meet any trouble; then would we be able
to comfort other- people when ‘they are in trouble?
‘Having no exper vience of God’s -comforting power,
we would not be prepared to sympathize pwpellv
with others, Crops that receive only sunshine and
no rain never amount to anything. May we always
seek for the easiest way in life? May we compl‘un
about our’lot?

3. Tt is not enough that we shall be prepared to

. ecomfort others. We want also to do our duty in

helping others to come into harmonious relation ‘with
God. (5:16-21) Just as we are comforted to comfort,
so are we saved to become instruments of saving grace
for others.- Why is there neced of 1ec0n01lnhon
between God and mfm‘? We read that God is seeking
reconcilintion with men; but should not men be
seekmg reconciliation with God? God sent Jesus
into the world to lay the foundation for this re-
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conciliation by His sgacrifice. 'Then He appointed us
to tell others ,of this opportunity for reconciliation.
What do you think about the dignity of our position
as ambassadors for Chiist?

4. What kind of people are qualified to perform
this “‘ministry of reconciliation’”’? 'The answer 18
found in chapter 6, verses 14 to 18. Separation from
sin is of first importance. God wants to dwell in us
as in a temple. Tn what kind of temple is God willing
to dwell? Again, God wants to be a Father to us and
to treat us as sons and daughters. But on what does
this depend? Although the conditions are exacting,
the goal is abundantly worth while. Try to picture
to vourself the adjustments you may need to make
in vour life in order to qualify.
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS

(Continue(ff)
Daily Readings:

IT Cor. 8:1-15 In-the matter of giving, what was
the example of the Macedonian Christians?
What examplé of giving did our Lord Jesus
Christ set for us? |

1T Cor. 9 In what spirit should we give? What

are some results of generous giving?

IT Cor. 10 How did some of the Corinthians
look upon Paul? What was Paul’s ambition?

IT Cor. 11:1-15 "What made .Paul jealous? Was
Paul a burden to the Corinthians?
1T Cor. 11:16-83 How did Paul compare with his
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rivals?

6. II Cor. 12 \What was Paul’s experience with the
““thorn in the fleshf”’

7. II Cor. 18 YWhat was Paul’s desive for these

Chyistians?

Topics for Discussion

1. In those days there was great want among thex
Christians in the mother-church in Jerusalem. So the
mission churches were sending gifts to Jerusalem to
supply that mneed., '"The Macedonian church had
already sent an offering. Paul hoped their example
would encourage the Corinthian church to do as well,
Were the Macedonian Christians rich? What was
specially praise\vroﬂly about their giving? We cannot
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buy God’s favor by giving away money. The giving
is only an outward sign of our love for God. If we
devote ourselves to God we will of course be devoted
{o others as well. Under these conditions is giving a
hardship?

2. TLetus never forget the basic fact that Jesus
Christ impoverished Himself in order to enrich us.
How must it seem, then; if we make our gifts
“orudgingly or of necessity:’? Giving in that spirit
injures the cause of Christ and injures us. It shrivels
up our souls. How many ‘‘alls’”’ are there in 9:8?
God’s grace is abundant. However, we need to
increase our capacity to receive it. After we have
received from God in abundance, then what? Which

— 87—
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would you rather be, a muddy pool, covered with
green slime or a running brook that turns a millwheel?

3. Paul admitted that it was foolish for him to
boast of what he had been thro_ﬁgh. Yot he felt
driven to this boasting by the boasting of his com-
petitors and by the foolishness of the Corinthians.
Perhaps he thought that if they had a higher regard
for him they would pay more attention to his message.
Do you think he had a right to be proud of his record?
He had not sought these h'ardships. (11:22-29) He had
met them in the course of his wwitnessing for
Christ. Could he have escaped some of them? How?
His great burden was ‘““the care of all the churches’’.

This was unceasingly on his heart and mind.
—_— B8 ——



fir T K B Ay fE
™M a8 E & 5 HaF
oA B L, L B g
W W M 2O
e % fo BE B AR AR IR
Mg T Lo B8 3E
B o T B OB OE 4
i 9% 0 b — | 1 B
vho BRI B9 AR h OB
mofr B ol oM R E
pURE A = PR PR Y
B Y M Mo % B
A W B OB
LM OEFE A R, W2
P X B W o 38 8 IR
i o— 3 e
BT o BE AR B
o o R T 8
thoB Ry A M, BT
H M Wemr 3k s M
R = (R

4, Paul knew the dangel of spiritual pride, so in
the 12th chapter he told how: God had kept him
humble. We do not know Just Wh&t hli-, thorn in the
flesh was. Did God anbwel his pra.V'el concerning
this? Yes, but not by removing the trouble. How
then? As he went thlough the rest of his life with
this handicap how could he rejoice over it? Have you
any friends who are going avound with “‘a thorn in
the flesh”’? What are thev doing about it?
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Daily Readings

Gal. 2:15-3:11 How may we be justified before
God? How was Abraham justified?

Gal, 4:21-5:7 Are we to be like children of the
bondwoman or childven of the freewoman?
What is the ‘‘voke of bondage”? (Acts 15:10)

Acts 4:7-22 Did Peter and John show any fear
of the Jewish rulers? How did they answer
their threats? |

Acts 21:1-15 'What characteristic of Paul’s is
apparent bere?

Acts 9:26-43 Why did Paul leave Jerusalem?
What two miracles did Peter perform?

Acts 5:27-42 What do you think of Gamaliel’s
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advice?

b

7. Acts T:44-60 How did Stephﬂn glorify God in hlq |

death?

’Ioplcs for Discussion

1. There is a great deal of . loose” thmkmﬂ on
religious subjects. Many people do not take the
trouble to find and to follow God’s plan. Why did
Paul rebuke the Galatian Christians? He named two
methods for gaining God’s approval. What are they?
Which did he stand for? o his great griel these
Galatians, having started out on the basie of being
saved by grace through their faith in Christ, were
slipping back to what? 'To the old Jewish idea of
being saved by keeping all the laws and traditions
and ceremonies -of the Jews. Are we ‘‘muddling
through’’ or are we definitely on the approved basis
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for pleasing God?

2. Having clear-cut ideas of God’s plan for us,
we need courage to go through with it. The early
disciples certainly were brave men. They were men
of endurance. Where can yvoa find evidence of this?
Haver you observed people with noble sentiments
lacking strength to put them into practise? Suach
people are to be pitied, ITow great is the gap betweon
knowing your Christian duty and doing it? "The
energy for closing up the gap must come from God
with vour cooperation. You have been studying the
Acts and the epistles all these weeks. What difference
has it made in your personal character? What further
difference do you purpose that this study shall make?

3. When the Jewish Council had the apostles
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before them (Acts 5:33-42) what did they feel like
doing with them? What better plan had Gamaliel?
Yet this was not the best way. - What plan is proposed
in John 1:39 & 46? * Gamaliel’s’ policy was un-
scientific;—just shut vour eyes. It ,suggeSt-s laziness

>

and cowardice. The claims of Jesus to our allegianco -

must not be so lightly put:aside.. He is worthy of
our earnest attention. His claims will bear scientific
investigation. We do not follow blindly. He says
“Come and see’’. We should not be satisfied with
hearsay evidence. Another person’s experience can-
not satisfy us, whether for or against Iim, If He is
worthy to be our Lord and our God we can prove it by
our personal experience. ‘‘Come and see’’.

4. In our third study we found Stephen stoned
to death and Philip going from place to place with

e T8 e
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great success. Does that mean that Philip was a
better man than Stephen? 1In the twelfth chapter of
Acts we found James heheaded and Peter delivered
from prison. Does that mean that God was neglect-
ful and unjust? Job said, ‘“Though Ile slay me yet
will T trust Him’’. His life story proved that a man
could “serve God for nought’”’”. Our objective is not
the attainment of immediate benefits. We set our
purpose to serve (God regardless of rewards. We can
confidently leave the outcome of our livesin God’s
hands. Avre yvou prepared to walk by faith in the
path of obedience?

e T s



3|

b

DT

b0

-~ Jas.

Jas.

Jas.

2 g

i ®W 2 = - ogm
163 52 0 mEe A 3RS DRP St gk Ui A A2 T
=R M MAa - R
7 I 5 ¢ IE BE W zm
R M AL WL m L
R URCTIN TY T T -
moE s Bl R AL A H
oM E. T o O e
A M A B BR UL BROBE T =
b, @ AT s B oW A M
5 M B E S I T R
B Ky = 3L # 19
i i3] Ay il Jif 38 R
£ T i A {73
Bt hik oW g 47 A1l
K £t = R i SH %
Bt OB HE ] =
Lrsson XVI
THE EPISTLE OF JAMES
f)aily Readings
Jas, 1:1-15 What is the difference between the

tempiation montioned in the second verse
and the temptation mentioned in the thitteen-
th verse? -

1:16-27 What did Jesus say about heaving
and doing similar to what James says in this
paragraph? What is pure religion?

. 2:1-13 What is the Christian teaching re-

garding the treatment of the rich and the

poor? What is the royal law?

2:14-26 What is the relation between faith
and works? Is this contrary to Paul’s teach-
ng?

3 What is your experience concerning the
control of the tongue? What various figures
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of speech does James use here?

Jas. 4 What differences do vou observe here
between the worldly spirit and the Christian
spivit? Why should we mnot judge our
neighbor?

7. Jas. 5 What incentive to patience do you find

here? What incentive to prayer do you find
here? :

=

Topics for Discussion

1. The James who wrote this epistle was not
John’s brother James who was killed by Herod. This
James was probably Jesus’ brother, who came to
believe on Him after His resurrection. IHe was
recognized as the head of the Jerusalem church, and
presided at the Council there. (Acts 15) This epistle
was among the earliest of the Christian epistles that
we have. It was addressed to the Jewish Christians
scattered in Gentile lands, These Christians met in
the synagogues or Jewish meeting-houses. 'The epistie
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contains many references to the Old Testament Secrip-
tures. What portions of it are suggestive of the
Sermon_ on the Mount? Tts teachings are simple and
practical.. '\WVhat are some of the sub;ects discussed in
- this eplsﬂe? .

2. As a 1ule what difference 1s there betwéen
the way we treat the rich and the way we treat the
poor? Why this difference? What is said in James’
second ohaptel on this snb]ect‘? Especially in the
house of God such partiality is wrong, because we all
are objects of Christ’s redeeming grace. Our love
should be as broad as God’s, When Jesus was going
about among men, they cbserved how much attention
He gave fo the p001 At the same time He did not
neglect the rich. Does the worth of a man depend
upon his wealth? When we want to know how much
money & man has we say ‘‘How much is he worth?”
Is that an accurate expression? Why does James in
the fifth chapter rebuke the rich? Tvidently they
had not been using their money for any good purpose.
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They had been selfishly hoarding it. Besides, they
had made money by oppression and iraud. Some
poor people would do the same if they had the chance.
What is the remedy for this condition? It is the
Christian idea of stewardship. '

3. In those days, as now, there were some people
who were so Intent on holding corrveet views of
doctrine that they overlooked the importance of
Christian conduct. What does James tell such people
in the latter half of his second chapter? Does he say
that faith is of no importance? Ife is calling for the
kind of faith that produces good works. TIsan inactive
faith of any use? What kind of faith had Abraham?
James referred .to Abraham to show that we are
justified by works, and Paul referred to Abraham to
show that we are justified by faith. Both are right.
Tach has his own emphasis. We are justified by
faith, and it is a faith that works. Christians should
be the most idealistic people in the world and the
most realistic people in the world,
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4. Another practical topic discussed by Jaimes is
the control of the tongue. To illustrate this subject
he uses .various ﬁgures; the bridle, the rudder, the
fire, the beast, and the fountain. Can you think of
cages where harm has been done by an uncontrolled
tongue? What is the remedy for this condition? Most
people are not sufficiently aware of the seriousness
of this sin. Suppose we were to repent and make
things right every {ime we sin with our tongues.
Would that not help to subdue this unruly member?
Where do these unkind words come from? ‘They are
but the expression of unkind thoughts lodged in the
heart. 'What results may we expect if we let onr
hearts be filled with God’s love?
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Lesson XVII
THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS
Baily Readings

Ro. 1:8-256 Why did Paul want to ~.sit Rome?
‘Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel?

Ro. 2:1-24 'Why is it not suitable for us to judge
one another? Did the Jews live up to their
standards?

Ro. 3:9-31 How have we succeeded with regard
to keeping the law? How then may we be
justified or declared righteous?

Ro. 4:1-16 How was Abraham justified? May
we be considered as sons of Abraham{ IHow?

"Ro. 5 Why is the Christian to be full of hope?

Compare the results of Adam’s sin with the

results of Christ’s sacrifice.
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6. Ro. 6:1-18 What inner experiences are represent-

ed by death and resurrection? What kind of
servants are we to be? ' |

7. Ro. 7:7-25 What. conflict is - mentioned here?
What hopeful note do you find here?

Topics for Discussion

1. Paul’s leiter to the Christians at Rome was
written from Corinth on his third missionary journey.
Paul was expecting to visit the church at Rome and
he wanted first to tell them clearly about the main
theme of his gospel message. - He wished to show to
both Jewish and-Gentile Christians how to attain to
“the righteousness of God.”” Locate Rome -on the
map. It was the capital of the mighty Roman
Empire. There is no proof that the church there
had any authority over other churches. The Roman
church” was made up of people from many lands,
more Gentiles than Jews:; Even though Paul had
never been to Rome, he had many friends among
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The tone of his letter is-

Would you say

that this letter is as easy to understand as the epistle
of James?

2. Paul shows here that the Gentiles were able
to know about God from what they saw in the world
about them. How were the Jews able to recognize
God? He goes on to show that both Gentiles and
Jews had not lived up to their light and so were guilty
before God. Then in 8:21-26 he points out God’s way
of salvation for all. This paragraph is one of the
most important in the whole Bible. This method of
reaching a state of righteousness acceptable to God is
unique, What does it require on our party What is
involved on God’s part? God isa God of justice and
also a God of mercy.. How could He be both at once?
His justice and mercy meet at the Cross. When

.Christ hung there, God Himself was suffering for our -

sins. ‘“‘By grace are ye saved, through faith’”’. Our
exercise of faith is simply our stretching forth the
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hand to receive what God freely offersto us, All this

is such a profound’ mystery that no short and smaple
explanation like this is adecuate. -

3. 'The sixth chaptel is full of contrasts, as sin
and 110'hteousness dead and alive, buried and risen,
law and grace, Ba,ptlsm 1epresen’cs the -death and
burial of the old sinful nature and.our rising to a new
life in union with Christ. YWe who once were servants
to sin are now to be servants to God. Whenever we
are tempted to do wrong we must reaffirm this new
condition. We must “‘reckon ourselves to be dea‘l
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God.” 'This means
a life of vmtory, hence a life of joy. Although
occasionally we may slip, yvet we have ’rhe promise
“Sin shall not have dominion over vou’’. Does this
freedom from the rule of sin permit us to be care-
less? We are to be more alelt than ever, with our
attention fixed not on self or sin, but on Christ.

4. Does the seventh chapter declare that the law
83
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is evil?" Can the law make us holy? Then of what use
isit?. We need to realize the seriousness of our sin.
Every man is made up of two parts, “the flesh”’ which
is prone to sin, and ‘‘the mind’’ or “the spirit’’ which
agpires to holiness. Have you experienced such a
conflict as Paul mentions here? Fle shows that human
nature unaided by the Holy Spirit cannot attain to its
ideals. But there is a ray of hope at tho end. We
will find this hope expanded in the eighth chapter.
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LussoN XVIII

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS - (Continued)

1. Ro.

Daily Readings
8:1-19 How may we have victory over our

Jlower nature? : What relahonshlp with God
may we enjoy?

. 8:20-39 How can we be helped in prayer?

What is said here as to the gecurity of the
Christian?

. 9:1-21 How great was Paul’s love for his

fellow-Jews? Has God the right to show
certain people special favors?

. 10:1-15 What is the connection between

belief and confession What is our duty to
those who have not heard of Christ?
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5. Ro. 12, Why did Paul use the figure of the body

being -composed of many members? What
do you find in this chaptér that is like the
Sermon on the Mount?

6. Ro. 14:1-17 Is it suitable for us to pass judgemen®
on others? What illustration abont stumbling™
blocks is used here?

7. Ro. 15:1-16 What hope did Paul hold out to the

o Gentiles?

Topics for Discussion

1. Defeat is the keynote of the seventh chapter,
whereas victory is the keynote of the eighth chapter.
In the Chinese text of the seventh chapter the
character for ‘I’ is found 59 times, while there are
only 7 references to God or Christ. In the eighth
chapter the word for “I’’ accurs 80 times, and there
are b1 references to God or Christ or the Holy Spirit.
This shows the failure of mere human effort, in

- 86




BB A &4 % MmMB %M
W R A EWm e E
Ml ogp o H O T R TR BEBE R o —
B RO R EME MM E D
M3 A B 5 & 69 sk #& 55 % 58 £ L W
R RN EEES RN
FEOB A Fomy L ML BE K OB MM % ow R
A, A g 0 fE = 2 B M 6 Ho ! L &K O
B & & 2 /0% fl.48 5 5 i i
WA B A I AR K& W, A B — (B
}L‘A.ﬁ%ﬂlﬁﬂ%fﬁ DR 48 T B
Mot ¥ ofmlE Rie R o2 & H R
By % dE R ALHT X # B R B A
AR OB O B.E BB M OB M
i 8 0 38 & v g B R
T F M — ’— % EM %
Ay 4F ﬁoﬂl L ™M E wm B # T
R R AR R I
?307'\' fF'i ﬁ'Aoﬁ; %qﬁ ;ﬁﬁ ﬁ’* Bf.,
RN LR R R
A |/ sn 18 fal wp H, 15 8 * B 5,

contiast with the success of the life filled with the
Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit. dwelling in the
believer, keeps his lower nature from asserting itself.
We can do better by fixing our attention upon God
than we can by fixing omr attention -upon ourselves.
He gradually transforms our character into likeness to
Christ. Mow are we helped in the inatter of prayer?
The Holy Spirit directs us. causing us to pray
effectively. Moreover, if we truly love God, we will
realize that even misfortune may somehow work out
for our good, thongh not necessarily for our comfort
and convenience, So let us look for the silver lining
of the dark clouds. |

- 2. In the ninth chapter of Romans, as in some
other parts of the Bible, we are told that God bestows
greater privileges upon some people than upon others.
Abraham had two sons and only Isaac was chosen.
Isaac had two sons and only Jacob was chosen for
special training. Those who have special advantages
of course have greater responsibilities. God expects
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more from them. They will be judged more strictly.
We will do well to ask ourselves as to what use we are
making of our special advantages. How does the
figure of the potter and the clay help us to understand
the inequalities of this life? We must not criticize
God's procedure, for we do not know all the reasons
for it.” We must recognize God’s right to control this
world as He sees best.

3. The twelfth. chapter of Romans if full of
helpful thoughts, eacily understood. It opens with a
call to consecration. When we consider God’s forgiv-
ing love we see that it is fitting that we give ourselves
wholly to Him. How is our offering better than the
dead animals the Jews sacrificed to God? Having
thus dedicated ourselves to God, may we follow all the
customs of the people around us? Our main purpose
now is to please God. . Often we find a wide difference
between the ideas of the world and the will of God.
Which path, then, shall we choose? A very com-
prehensive rule is this; ‘Do all things as unto God”’.
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4. The last paragraph in the twelfth chapter
sounds like the Sermon oa the Mount. Instead of
returning evil for good or evil for evil we arée to
return good for evil. Tho desire for vengeance on
our enemies is unworthy of a Chustmn Since we
stand in need of forgiveness du'e -we roluse to forgive
any one? We believeo in an. merruhng Providence.
Therefore we can leave our enemies in God’s hands.
He will deal with them_ justly. We may not be able
to prevent some people from considering us as
enemies; but we need not have a fesling-of enmity or
hatred toward any one. Isthis a mark of weakness?
Tt takes real courage to subdue the desire for revenge.
If all men would practise this way of life, then what
about racial conflicts, labor troubles, and war?
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Lessoxr XIX
PAUL’'’S TRIALS
~ Daily Readings

Acts 21 17-86 - How did Paul plan o avoid the
opposition of the Jews? \Vhat happened to
his plan?

Acts 21337-40;22:22-30 IHow did Paul make use of
his Roman citizenship? -

Acts 23:1-18 How did Paul divide the Council?
Why was Paul in need of God’s special
encouragement?

Acts 23:19-35 How did Paul escape from the plot
to kill him?

Acts 24:1-13 What charges were brought against
Paul?

Acts 24:14-27 \Vha,t kind of rvecord had Paul?
What was the effect of Paul’s witnessing?
Acts 25:1-12 What danger was Paul in? Was

it proper for Paul to appeal to Caesar?
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Topics for Discussion

1. After completing his third missionary {our the
apostle Paul returned to Jerusalem. He brought with
him the contributions of  the mission churches for the
poor in the Jerusalem church.” In order {0 show that
he was still a good Jew Paul wernt into the temple to
share with four other men in the fulfilhment of a vow.
Did he succeed thus in escaping from the ill-will of
the Jews? Were their charges against him true? Paul
was saved from the fury of the Jewish mob by Roman
soldiers. 1le escaped a beating by ielling the officials
that he was a Roman citizen. When brought béfore
the Jewish Council he mentioned his belief in the
resurrection. What result did this produce? Thus
no decision was reached and Paul was taken back to
the barracks. God had a plan for Paul that man’s
opposition could not overcome.
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9. What do you think of those forty Jews who .

swore that they would neither eat nor drink till they
had killed Paul? They did it with religious fervor.
Probably they thought that they were helping God.
Does God want that kind of help? Do our religious
beliefs need to be defended by force? By deceit?
With malice? What is the best way to oppose error?
If our hearts are illuminated by the Holy Spirit, then
it is our place just to let our light shine. We can help
people more by love than by compulsion. “Any feel-
ing of superiority hurts our influence. Jesus said
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” No argument

can overcome the argument of a consistent Christian

life. As we keep in contact with Christ others may
benefit by their contact with us. ‘‘Character is caught,
not taught.” ’
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3. Compare Paul with ‘Felix, the governor of
the province of Judea (Acts 24). Tow does this remind
you of the conirast between Jesus and Pilate?  Were
the charges against Paul true?- Fe biiefly stated his
position. Had he violated Roman law? Yet Governor
TFelix was unwilling to role%e him. Later on, he and
his wife Drusilla had an interview with Paul This
Drusilla had left her husband to go and live with
Felix. Paul did not hesitate to point out their sin.
How does this remind you of John the Baptist and’
Herod? Although Fehx wasg terrified he probably
did not change his way of living. Did he let Paul go?
Why? Here was an apparently free man of high
position, bound by lust and greed. Here too was 2
prisoner in chains whose soul was free’ from the
dominion of gin.
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4.” Paul spent two years in prison in. Caesarea,
then the capital of Judea. Where was this city in

relation to Jerusalem? Were those two years wasted? -

How do you think he spent his time? While in
Caesarea he was put on trial first before Felix, then
before Festus, then before Agrippa. Ifestus proposed
to send him to Jerusalem. How would that have
helped the governor’s popularity? Why did Paul
refuse to go? Why did he appeal to Caesar, the
Roman Emperor? Think how much depended upon
that one sentence, ‘I appeal unto Caesar.” He had
long wanted to visit Rome. Had he expected to go
in chains? Ilowever, he was going to use his Roman
imprisonment as he had used his Caesarean im-
prisonment for the furtherunce of the gospel.
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PAUL’S JOURNEY TO ROME_'

Daily Readings

1. Acts 25:13-27 Before what different-officials was
Paul tried? Did Paul’s case attract much
attention? |

Acts 26:1-14 'Why had Paul persecuted the Christ-
ians? Is conscience alone a safe guide to
conduct? |

3. Acts 26:15-32 Whal was Paul commissioned to do?

What was the offect of Paul’s speech?

4. Acts 27:1-26° Trace Paul’s journey on the map.
What was the secret of Paul’s calmness in the
shipwreck? |

Acts 27:27-44 Consid.er Panl’s influence in this
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6. Acts 28:1-15 What indications of God’s provi-
dence do you see here? I.ocate these ports on
the map. |

7. Acts 28:16-31 Ilow did Paul use his captivity?
How was Paul’s message received?

“Topics for Disscussion

1. The Paul of Acts 26:9-11 was obeying his
conscience. The Paul of Acts 26:16-20 was also obey-
ing his conscience. Yet what a differencel ‘What is
needed is an enlightened conscience. People are
saving “I am doing the best I know how.”” Is that
good enough? We must be definitely secking God’s
way of doing. As we discover God’s will we must
turn our course in that direction. Can you steer a
boat that is not moving? Paul was a man of action.
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He was wide awake., When God spcke he was In a
listening attitude, and responded. He obeyed even
at the risk of losing his life, On_the Damascus road
when the Lord told him to stand upon his feet where
did He propose to send him? What was he to do for
the Gentiles? Was Paul easily turned asido from his
purpose? Irom the time of his iransformation onward
he was ever busy . testifying ‘“‘how that the Christ
must suffer and how that he first by the resurrection
of the dead should proclaim light both to the people
(the Jews) and to the Gentiles.”” (Acts 26:23)

2. How do yvou know that Luke went with Paul
to Rome? Luke gives us a vivid account of their
shipweck. Describe the severity of thisstorm. What
was Paul’s advice to his fellow-travellers? How could
he be so calm? Note his words, “Whose Tam and
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Whom I serve’’; and also “I believe God”’, Paul
gave thanks to God when taking food. "That reminded
people of the source of his confidence and hope.
How many people were there in the shipt Why did
the soldiers want to kill the prisoners? Julius, the
officer in charge of the prisoners, recognized in Paul a
superior man. Probably they had discussed important
subjects together. So why did he refuse to let the
prisoners be killed? Discuss the influence of one
good man in a crisis.

3. The island on which our friends landed was
then called Melita, and is now called Malta. When
Paul was bitten by a serpent the natives regarded him
first as a murderer, they asa god. Why? But Paul
kopt right on, helping ‘:lh\se in need. Whom did he
heal? How? Perhaps Luke also helped in this
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healing ministry, although too modest to mention
his own name. How were they rewarded? These
Christian  travelers had ne spirit of aloofness.
Throughout their journey they ideﬁ_tified themselves
with the people they met. No doubt all felt the
helpful influence of these godly ‘men. They were
just acting naturally and may have been half un-
conscious of the good they were doing.

4. At what points on the journey were these
travelers cheered by meeting fellow-Christians? (27:3
98:13-15) What do you suppose they talked about?
Upon reaching Rome whom did Paul invite to his
house? When Paul went to a new place he usually
gave the Jews the first opportunity to hear the gospel.
What was the reaction of the Jews in Rome? What
kind consideration did Paul receive from the au-
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thorities? Probably Captain Julius gave a favorable
report of his remarkable prisoner when he delivered
him over. Doubtless Paul witnessed for Christ to the
Roman soldiers who took turns guarding. him. We
can imagine too that every day visitors came to his
dwelling to talk with him about Jesus’ way of life.
Besides, it is thought that while confied there he
wrote letters to the Philippian Christians, the
Ephesians, the Colossians, to Philemon, and perhaps
to othors. He spoke of himself as ‘“‘an ambassador
in chains’’ (Eph. 6:20) Did his chains rob him of
his real dignity?
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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS
Daily Readings
1. Phil. 1:1-14 What was Paul’s fecling toward the
Philippian Christians? Name some good re-
sults of Paul’s imprisonment.
2. Phil. 1:15-80 'Was Paul seeking his own glory?
What was Paul’s ambition for the Philippians?
3. Phil. 2:1-13 Describe ‘‘the mind of Christ”.
How was He rewarded for His veluntary self-
abasement?
4. Phil. 2:14-30 What ev1dences of Chustmn fel-
10wsh1p are found here?
5. Phil. 3:1-16 1IIow did Paul regard his Jewish

aftainments? What was Paul’s highest am-
bhition?
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6. Thil. 3:17-4:7 What two kinds of walk are
mentioned here? How may we live a cave-
free life? '

7. Phil. 4:8-23 How may we avoid evil thougnts?
What kindness had the Philippian Christians
shown Paul?

Topics for Discussion
1. Recall Paul’s first visit to Philippl nine years
before the writing of this letter (Acts 16)—the
women’s prayer meeting by the riverside, the arrvest,
the midnight praise service in the jail, the conversion

of the jailor, the orderly departure. Now Paul is a

prisoner in Rome awaiting trial. Ile is no more

gloomy than he was in the Philippian jail. What is
the occasion of his writing this letter? (4:1018) He
who had raised monoy for others is now himself in
need. He thanks them for sending him a gift. He
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is not at all embarrassed about it. There is no self-
- pity. What does he value more than the money?
All through the letter there is proof of a deep affection
for the Christians in Philippi. Deeper still is hiS
devotion 1o Christ. Having Christ, earthly position is
of little importance to him. Christ méans everything
to him. He says, “T'o mo {o live is Christ.”

2. It seems that there was quarreling in the
Philippian church. How did P’aul hope to remedy it?
(chap. 2) Strife cannot continue in an atmosphere of
humility. Jesus did not merely preach humility; he
demonstrated it. 1le voluntarily gave up the signs of
his majesty. He became a man, a servant; he died,
he died on the cross, the most shameful form of déath.
As we view that mdtchless sacrifice can we feel that
we have any right to be contentions, to he jealous, to be
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proud? Our Lord went all the way to the cross, not
" for the hope of a reward, but out of love for us. AB
a matter of fact, what reward came to Him? Suppose
Jesus had avoided the cross. 'That evasion of duty
would have proved that He was not the Son of God.
Then His name would not be honored as it is today.
But all over the world there are those who ‘“‘confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the
Father,”’

3. In chapter threo we find a siriking contrast
between law-righteousness and faith-righteousness.
Paul was a high-grade Jew. As for keeping the law,
ho had been beyond reproach. But still he was not
statisfied. He felt that he was on the wrong irack,
So he gave up his high Jewish standing in order to
gain the standing that rests on faith in Christ.
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Through being united with Jesus Christ we too may
gain a position of acceptance with-God. As we ‘‘press
on”’ in union with Christ we become more like Him in
character. |

4. How many of your friends are anxious about
something? How many enjoy inward peace? ™The
reason for our worry is because we leave God out of
account. What is the remedy for worry? - (4:6,7)
Some people pray only when they get into trouble,
What does prayer include beside asking for things?
When we are living on intimate terms with God of
course we have peace. Are non-Christian people able
fully to comprehend this ‘ ‘peace of God”’? It must be
experienced in order to be understood. From what
you have learned about Paul would you say that he
lived on this plane? Did you ever read about Jesus
being worried? What did He say about our privilege
of experiencing peace?
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Lusson XXII
THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS
Daily Readings

Col.1:1-15 ‘Where was Colosse? What was Paul’s
prayer for the Colossians?

Col.1:16-29 What 1s Christ’s place in the univ-
erse?

Col.2:1-12 Why wds Paul anxious about the
church at Colosse? What is Christ’s place in
the church?

Col.2:13-23 What advantages has the Christian?
How does he eseape from the bondage of
false teachers?

Col.3:1-11 'Where are our chief interesis to be?
What sins are we to get rid of?

Col.8:12-25 What virtues are we to acquire?
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What relationships are discussed here?
7. Col4 Why did Paul desire their prayers? - Note
the cordial fellowship among these Christiaus.
Topics for Discussion -

1. The main thought. of this epistle 13 the
exaltation of Christ. TFind several veorses that point
te Christ’s supremacy. (e.g.1:15-19; 2:3,9,10) Giving
Christ due prominence would afford protection from
two dangers;a false mysticism, (2:18,19) and asceticism
(2:20-23). The Gnostics were teaching that all matter
was-evil, 'Therefore they said that the material world
was crented by angels and not by God. 'They wor-
shipped these. angels, regarding Christ as the chief of
the angels and inferior to God. Ifurther, saying that
matier was evil, they believed that therc was virtue in
the harsh treatment of the body. What would be the
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effect in their case of gaining a proper view of the
person and work of Christ? Some say it does not
matter what a man believes if he just does the best he
can. It is better to say that right thinking is a main-
spring of right conduct.

2. If we have a lofty conception of Christ as
being one with God in heaven, then we who are joined
to Christ naturally fix our attention on heavenly
things (38:1-3). Long Dbefore, Jesus had tokl Ilis
disciples to “‘seck first the Kingdom of God and Ilis
righteousness’’. More recently Paul had written to the
church at Rome about our dyving to sin with Chuist
and rising to righteousness with Him. Which is
better, to give attention to this status, or to fix our
attention on numerous rules of conduct? How do
vou explain the third verse? The remainder of this
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chapter shows the consequences of our being dead to
sin and risen with Christ.

3. We are told here what lo put to death and
put off, and what to put on. What would you think
of a person’s putting on clean new garments withouy
first putting off his ragged dirty garments? That
would be like trving to attain these Christian graces
without repentance and confession and faith in Christ.
This process is ecalled “‘crucifying the flesh’, or
“putting off the old-man”’, and is a painful process.
To be of any value it must be followed by being born
~again or “putfing on the new man.” What similar
statement do yvou find in Ro13:14? ‘When Saint
Augustine was a wicked young man God spoke to him
through this verse and the course of his life was
completely changed. ‘‘Putting on the Lord Jesus
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Christ’’ naturally means putting on all the virtues He
stands for. |

4, Tollowing this line of thought still farther
leads up to a consideration of the common relationships
in human society. How many classes of people are
referred to here? Wives and husbands have their
mutual responsibilities. Chiidren are to obey their
parents while parents are to he considerate of their
children. Servants are to do their work as if for the
Lord; while masters are to reward their servants as in
“the sight of the Lord. e find similar advice in the
letter to the Ephesians. What difference would it
make to the average family if these ideas were fully
carried out?
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LessoNn XXIII , |
THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS
Daily Readings

.+ Eph.1 For what was Paul thankfulp How is

this letter like the letter to the Colossians?

Eph.2 What is the difference between the Christ-
ian’s former state and his present state? How
may Jews and Gentiles "be brought into
fellowship with one another and with God?

Eph.3 What was the mystery that was made
known to Paulf Compare the prayer in Eph.
3:14-19 with the prayer in Col.1:9-11,

Tph.4:1-24 What remedy for jealousy do you
{find here? 'What are we to put off and what

_ are we to put on? :

Tph.4:25-5:14 What arve the practical results of
“putting on the now man’’? . Compare ‘‘the
fruit of the light’’ with-“the unfruitful works
of darkness’’. |
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6. Eph.5:15-33 Describe the atmosphere of the proper
Christian home. What figure sets forth the
ideal for the Christian Church?

7. Iph.6 What is the nature of our warfare? Why
did Paul need the prayers of his friends?

Topics for Discussion

1. In this epiétle Paul makes a plea for Christian
unity within the church. It was specially necessary
that Paul should comfort and inspire the Gentile
Christians. They were in danger of fecling that they
were more remote from God than the Jews were. In
reality God had trained up the Jews in order that they
might be a channel of blessing to the Gentiles. TPaul
shows (2:11-18) that the effect of Christ’s death on the
cross should be to bring all people close to God and
close to one another. Iere is the real basis for peace
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In the individual, in the family, in the nation and in
the world. There should be a breaking down of the
“middle walls of partition’” that cause so much grief
God loved men enough to give His Son to die for
them. Then dare we allow any barriers to remain
between us and these objects of God’s love? These
barriers may be due to pride and prejudice. They
may be due to ignorance and indifference. The closer
we come to God through Christ, the closer we come to
our fellowmen.

2. The prayer in the third chapter shows forth
the wide scope of the Christian religion, Mention is
made of God the I"ather, Christ the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. We see the possﬂnlltles of 111’f1ma.te rela-
tionship with the Triune God. ‘We observe that there
1s a supernatural element in the Christian life. We
are able to know something ‘“which passeth know-
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ledge’’— ordinary human knowledge. Knowing this
marvelous love of Christ depends upon Christ’s ‘‘dwell-

ing in our hearts through faith’’. We are reminded,

too, that we can best enjoy this fellowship as we share
it “‘with all the saints’’. A broader conception of God
and a broader fcllowship with our fellow-Christians
should give us a broader sympathy for all men.

3. 'This letter, like some other New 'l'estament
letters, refers to the ideal family life. In the Christian
home there should be love and respect between
husband and wife, "This relationship is used lo
illustrate the relationship between Christ and the

church. Christ loves the chureh and gave Himself
for it.- He desires that it shall be a puro and holy
church. We, in turn, recognize His lordship. What
do we render to Him? This union of Christ with
His church was a new thing in the world, and Paul
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called it a mystery. In studying this epistle we are
impressed with the high moral tono of the church of
Christ In contrast with the immoral background of
those to whom Paul wrote. ' '

4, In the sixth chapter the Chiistinn life is
described as a warfare. Our Savior is called the
Prince of Piace.” But ean Ilis followers be assured a
life of pea e? What ave the forces with which we
must contend? Is it safe to go into this warfare half-
prepared? Describe the different kinds of Armor that
swe need. After we have doae all we can our final
relinnce is on prayer — praver for ourselves and
praver for others. With all his ability and courage
Paul still felt the need of the prayers of his friends.
What was the significance of the title which he applied
to himself, “an ambassador in chains’”?

115




sRE(cr)

=
Ay |
Y

ok

DHETBED 2o -

ww
ChE™

ﬁlllﬁ

(N B )

T
):r-

b IO B

xoOE B == = %
7 ae%gm %%;tf# 123 1 :’33:2_{{} i u:} 8 =
oW ZE RS B BUS TP RS RUS S RUE . .
%Hiﬁﬂa??.‘?i oy = B, — D—q
= ¢ s 9o S 1 =
29 17 1 & & 2 4 U ®K =L
# O oE W WA %
AN Ok #HOR W 32
ME : o % oI | Wb
B 5 g th . M 2K BE EF
E & H W WAk N
t JE B K s B4 A
B R ® R B =
A & ¥ B 17§ ﬁ?ﬁl
e % W 3 OB B

P& 4g + 2

Z Hh (i 53 Hif

Lesson XXIV
THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY

Daily Readings

I Tim. 1. What did Paul want T'imothy to dof
Compare Paul’s earlier condltlon with his
later condition.

I Tim, 2. What shonld women’s chief adornment
be?

I Tim. 3. Why should church officers be chosen
with care?

ITim, 4. What verses in this chapter are of
special significance to young people? What is
the teaching of the last verse of this chapter?-

I Tim, 5:1-16 What should be the chureh’s at-
titude toward its widows?

I Tim. 5:17-6:5 'What should be the chureh’s
attitude toward its elderst What should be
the attitude of servants toward their masters?

I Tim. 6:6-21 What 1is the argument against
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covetousness? W hat should the rich do?

Topics for Discussion

1. Timothy was a young man whom. Paul had
chosen as his assistant. He called him “my beloved
and faithful child in the Lovd” (T Cor. 4:17). Find
six of Paul’s letters in whose openiiig words it is
stated that Timothy was associated with Paul in the
writing. Paul’s work was widespread; and he some-
times sent Timothy to places he himself could not visit.
He desired Timothy to protect the churches against the
spread of false doctrines. In the fourth chapter what
special advice dces he give to Timothy in view of his
youth? Note the order of precedence when ho says
‘“I'nke heed to thyself and to thy teaching”.

2. Some good Christian people believe that the
church should have no organization and no officers.
But in this letter. we find definite instructions for

S | | qum
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carrying on organized church work. Paul had adivin®
appointment to his-position in the church. He wanted
to see suitable men appointed to positions of respon-
sibility. ‘What church officers are mentioned? A
bishop or overseer and an elder or presbyter in those
days had about the same function. What qualifica-
tions should they have? Deacons, although their
position was not quite” so high, required similar
qualifieations. Why is a good. reputation important
for leaders in the church? |

3. In those days the moral condition of society
was such that it seemed necessary to put restrictions

upon the participation of women in public mecetings
for worship. Paul wished to save the church from
falling into disrepute. We may regard these pro-
hibitions as being necessary for that time, but not
permanently and universally binding. The ideal set
forth by Paul in Gal. 3:28 is that in Christ there can
be no discrimination between male and female. We
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know that in the centuries since the time of Paul God
has repeatedly uscd women as leaders in the Christian
movement.

4, In Paul’sday the Christian church was snffer-
ing frightful persecutions at the hands of Nero, the
Roman Emperor. Yet Paul did not advocate vebeliion .
In this letter ho emphasizes the authority. of kings
over citizens, of elders over church members, of
husbands over wives, and of masters over servants.
Those to whom God has given authority” must take
heed lest they abuse it. They must remember that
they are accountable to a higher power. Although Paul
did not propose sudden and violont rewelution, he
announced revolutionary prineciples which havé
gradully been gaining acceptance. The New "Lesta-
ment doctrines of spiritual freedown and the worth of
the individual have been emancipating people from
excessive human domination.
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LEssox XXV
THE, SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY AND
THE EPILTLE TO TITUS
Daily Readings

IT Tim. 1. What encouragement did Paul give io
Timothy? What verses point to Paul’s
stedfastness?

II Tim. 2. Explain the figure of the good soldier.

Ixplain the figure of the household vessels.

II Tim. 8. Would vou say that the “‘grievour
times’’ deseribed here have come? How was
Timothy fortified to meet grievous times?

II Tim. 4. How did Paul feel in anticipation of
death? Had his trials been too much for him?

Titus 1. What warnings are uttered here?

Titus 2. What different classes of people are
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admonished here? What do you see in the
, fourteenth versey
7. Titus 8. If we are not saved by our works of
righteousness, how then may we be saved?

Topics for Discussion

1. Paul kept telling 'Timethy not to be fearful,
not to be ashamed. He said he was not ashamed
because he had committed himself to Christ, and he
know that Christ would see him through. (1I Tim,
1:12) What is the relation between a sense of God’s
direction of our lives and Christian courage? Paul
declared ‘I suffer hardships unto bonds as a male
factor; but the word of God is not hound.” (2:9) Men
could bind his hands and feet, bui they could not bind
his spirit. Nor could they bind his gospel message.
Why did Paul glory in the cross which was to the
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world an-object of shame? Observe his ealm and
confident spirit in the midst of adversities. The last |
chapter portrays an old man prepared to go to his
Heavenly rewared, certain that He who had delivered
him would still deliver him: What was the secret of
his triumphant attitude?

2. In II Tim. 2:20,21 we find the vessels of a
‘household mentiond toillustrate what? In the family
of God there is room for many kinds of people. Some
honorable positions than others. But the important
requirement is that every one shall be clean. Such
will surely be honored because suitable for use. May
we then be discouraged because of oue limited abilities?
If we wish to quality for God’s service to what should
we specially give heed? What is the teaching of the
illustration in Iph. 2:19-22? Again, in Ro. 12:4,b we
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find the figure of the members of the body. These
three illustrations, the vessels, the building and the
body, point to the importance of every Christian taking
his place in the church of Christ.

8. Mitus, like Timothy, was addressed by Paul as
his child in the faith. The aged Panl was anxious
that young Titus should be “sound in the faith” and
should appoint elders or bishops in the churches of
Crete who were sound in the faith. What other
qualifications should these men have? Iaul warned
both Timothy and Titus to beware of false teachings,
foolish and unprofitable and strife-breeding. These
voung ministers are urged to study the Bible diligently
since it is inspired of God and able to keep them from
error. It is not enough to believe the Bible doctrines.
We'are also “‘to adorn the doetrine of God our Savior
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in all things.” (2:10) How may we do that?

4. We are told to look forward hopefully to the
coming again of our Savior ‘“who gave Himself for us
that e might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
unto Himself a people for His own possession, zealous
of good works.” (2:14) Try analyzing this verse,
breaking it up into four parts. Whatis the basie fact?
What was the purpose of that action? Whatis to be
our relation to Christ? We would like to see overy-
body “‘zealous of good works”. How may that be

accomplished?
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Lxsson XXVI

THE EPISTLE TO TH THE HEBREWS
BDaily Readings -

Heb.1. How has God spoken to ns? THow does
" Christ compare with angels? |

Heb.2. Why did Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

~ bhecome a man?

Heb.3 Mow does Christ compare with Moses?
What are the results of unbelief and dis-
obedience?

Heb.4. Whet hinbers people from entering into
God’s rest? Why should we be bold in regard
to prayer? |

Heb.5. How did Christ become a high priest?
Why are these matters hard to explain?

. Heb.6. What was God’s promise to Abraham?
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7. Heb.7:11-28 How does Christ compare with other

priests?

Topics for Discussion

1. The Epistle to the Hebrows was probably
written dy the Apostle Paul. It was addressed to Jews
who had become Christinns. Because of persecutions
they were in danger of going back to the J ewish faith-
The key-word of the epistle is “better’”’. The author
shows that Christ is better than the angels, better
than Moses, better than the Jewish high priests. The
Christian way of 1ife is better than the old covenant.
Does this mean that the Old Testament was wrong?
Many of God’s early dealings with His chosen people
were intended to prepare the way for Christ and His
work of redemption. Can you find elements in other
religions that have been used to lead up to the Christian
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faith?

2. Why did Jesus Christ, the Son of God, become
a man? (See 2:17, 18; 4;14-16) Jesus’ mission in the
world was o be a mediator betweon sinful men and a
holy God. In what way was Ile related to both?
During His lifetime on earth Ho exporienced the
temptations and the sufferings of men. Thus He
could sympathize with men and represent men before
God. Coming among men by God’s appointment, He
could speak to men on behalf of God. 'Thus He is a
perfect mediator. Is there any better way of coming
to God than in the name of Christ? To a certain
degree we, too, may be mediators between men and
God. In Boston there is a statue representing Bishop
Phillips Brooks with Jesus standing behind him as if
speaking through him fo the people.
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- 3. What may we learn from the experiences of

the Jows? When they came out of Fgypt God

promised them rest in the land of Canaan. However,

because of unbelief and disobedience that generation

failed to enter in but died in the wilderness. So we

are urged not to miss, as they did, the promised rest.
The word ‘““rest’’ may mean not inactivity but a proper
and restful adjustment to God and man, By faith
and obedience we may enjoy that happy condition
where we are living in harmony with our IHeavenly
Father and with our fellow-men. In this connection,
see how many times in this epistle you find the words,
“Today, if yve shall hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.” |

4. Christ was said to be “a priest after the order
of Melchizedek.”” The Jewish priests were descended

—— 128 ——



BB ML T8 B T
E B oa D WM M B2 okl 8w o
= OF R M X?E,éﬁaﬂie,ﬁﬁ’ﬂ g b
?ﬁﬁfﬂloéﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ,ﬁﬁ%v%ﬁ
e Moy R A B OB M K D
EESE TR EE VRN
fgh T% &2 0g ¢ o4 4 | A kiR e
mOm M . o fi WM o M. A B x
UOE @ M m 4 15 B Ol E[m B M
Kot b B DB Do KoK W M B OA A
— A, &k BROIR A8) Ik a8, UE| B, 5% —
R m e ER &l uh| W @l £, &
ﬂiﬂ"‘i"ﬁlaﬁi’,ﬁ}\i‘%%‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1
it my X B @ o oa R Ak 4
o B s e T ME B
&ﬂs%ﬁﬁﬁ:%lbﬁyﬂgﬁﬁa %
EEREYEE LN
IS M A we BR OB O£ fal fr| ¢ OB i
G R TR G TR A A T - iy
B LW B oA [ I B E| @
fho— 4 kM E B K+ E R A

from Abraham throngh Levi and Aaron. We know

very little about Melchizedek, except that he took
tithes from Abraham and blessed Abraham, .'That
would prove that he wag superior to Abrabam and his
descendents. Hence Christ must have ‘been SUI)BI‘IOl

to the Jewish pricsts. The Jewish high 'p1 jests sacri-

ficed calves and goats both for their own sins and for

the sins of the people. Jesus, the sinless One,sacrificed
His own life. He was both the High Priest and the

Offering. His office is” cternal. He is our Prophet,

Priest and King., ‘‘Ie is able to save to the uttermost

them that draw near to God through Him.””(7:25)
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- IJESSQN XXVII |
THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS (Continued)
Daily Readings

Heb.8. Whatis God’s new covenant?

Teb.9:1-22 What is the connection between the
old Jewish sacrifices and Christ’s sacrifice?
What is the connection between sacrifice and
the forgiveness of sins?

Hebh.10:11-31  Is there- any need for Christ’s
sacrifice to be repeated? Can we escape God’s
judgement?

Heb.11:1-20 What is the use of faith? Mow did
Abraham show his faith?

Heb.11:21-40 - Name some of the heroes of faith-
What did their faith enable them to do?

Heb.12:1-17 When God allows us to undergo
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diseipline, what may it prove? What good
results may come from sufferiﬁg aflliction?

7. Heb.13:1-17 Why should we be content? What
do you consider the best verse in this para-
graph?

Topics for Discussion

1. Many featuves of the old Hebrew tabernacle
worship were types of Christ. The priests vepeatedly
offered sacrifices, using the blood of goats and calves.
Christ’s sacrifice of himself was once for all. It was a
perfect sacrifice. There was no need to repeat it. It
opens o door of approach to God. We appropriate
Christ’s merit by faith and have the assurance of our
sins being forgiven. What do you think of the
Roman Catholic idea thatvevery time mass is celebrated
Christ’s sacrifice is repeated? What do you think of
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the idea that we earn eternal salvation by doing good
deeds? If we are truly trusting in Christ may we say
that we know that we are saved?

2. Why is it said that without faith it is impossible
to please God? (11:6) Faith is not merely a matter of
theory. It involves action. Those Old Testament
heroes believed God and acted on their belief. They
lived in close fellowship with God. Their faith sus-
tained them in difficulties. They belicved God’s
promises, and so the future was almost as real to them
as the present. What shall we say of the heroes of
faith who were seemingly defeated? (11:36-38) They
suffered bodily harm, but their spirits were victorious.
They were faithful to God even unto death,

3. 'The thought of our being sojourners in this
132 e




>

=N BB B E R E
g el B M B E B M R
aﬁﬁzﬁg'gﬁ%f&;ﬁ,@uﬁ——,@wé&
o2 oM oA o — B OE i@ fh B B X O
o B B x F,& &~ R P & T W4 77
PR IEEREEEE EEE BN -
M OE R oE 2 2 i HE i MM B E I
o zZFEh o oE L kRN OAA TR
B % % /W e T8 2k — # W
N W A.¥.B B~ e B LY
W A oBg 3 2k B R 0T bk EE Ry KW
9%&’9%%&1%%%—*@%%%#&%5&'
R B, Ik g FE R O B O A E M
BB, W o B 1B F.m ok i AR
N REENAE TR RN A
Zomop kM B D ey BE R
BT e M E 2 63, 4B i & 2 E 1T
o, 2 W & R oMo T AR R
oAz o % 38 W, M MM oA XK o
ok iy o L oM P RO R,
I H&E &8/ m oo XK

world (11:8-10) is noteworthy. Abraham believed
God so fully that he was willing to leave home without
knowing where he was going. Living in fentsshowed
that he realized that he was not atlached to the place
wbere he dwelt, but was always ready fo move on.
On the other haund, what does it mean to dwell in‘‘a
city that hath foundations’? IHeaven is called ‘‘the
New Jerusalem’. Those Old Testament saints were
willing to sacrifice present enjoyments becau‘se they
believed God’s promises of future blessing. (11:13-16)
To what extent is our spiritual progress retarded by
the allurements of this world?

4. The author of this epistle after 1'eﬁewing the
achievements of these great and}good men of old
proceeds to encourage us about bearing God’s chast-
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‘ening or disciplining. How does chastening prove
that we are God’s children? Many people have felt
~drawn near'to God in times of affliction who were
forgetful of Him in times of prosperity. With what
different attitudes do people meet trouble? A spirit of
resentment makes our trials harder to bear, A humble
teachable spirit helps us to get benefit from them,
Trouble is common to all men., Let us meet it with
Christian courage and faith.
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Lusson XXVIU
‘THE EPISTLES OF PETER
Daily Readings |

I Pet. 1:1-19 How may we be enabled to rejoice
amid trials? What makes us want to be holy?

I Pet. 2:19-25 How may we offset criticism?
How will we act if we ol lQw in Christ’s steps?

I Pet. 3:1-17 What was Peter’s advice to wives
and husbands? What other passage of
scripture dose the ninth veres suggest?

I Pet. 4 'What is said in this chapter about the
will of Ged? What two kinds of suffering
are mentioned here? ‘ -

IPet 5 Why should we be humble? How
should we meet the attacks of the devil?
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6. 11 Pet. 1 What are the good qualities which we
ought to cultivate? What event is referred
to in verses 17 and 187 -

7. 1II Pet. 3 What is the outlook for this world?
How should this affect us?

“Topics for Discussion

1. Peter’s letters were written to the Jewish
Christians scattered throughout the Gentile world.
These people were suff ering many trials. How did Peter
comfort them? He compares their afilictions to the
refining of gold. What good results are hoped
for following suffering? Peter makes a distinction
between suffering for our own wrong-doing and
suffering as a Christian who is not doing wrong.
Which kind of suffering does Peter call praiseworthy?
How may our patient endurance of undeserved
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trouble affect other people? When Christ was on
earth why did He suffer?

2. Our chief aim in life is not to'gain popularity
with men but to please God. If our heiirtsﬁ are set on
doing the will of God, then suffering ill-treatmet need
not give rise to-hwrt feelings or tofear.  Who is he
that will harm you if you be zealous of. that which
is good.” (3:13) Peter wurges us to follow in the
footsteps of our Savior who suffered unjustly. He,
the sinless One, was ill-treated by His enemies and
vet kept.Iis dignity. Ile committed Himself and
His intercsts to God the righteous Judge. What
oscurs when we thus commit ourselves to God? Those
who are wholly committed to God find that God has
committed something to them. Paul wrote about
‘““the glorious gospel of the blessed God that is com-

— 187 —
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mitted to our trust.’”’ (I Tim, 1:11)

3. In his second letter the aged Peter promises
before his death to leave a record of the life of the
Master. He had been an eyewitness of the majesty
of God in Christ. Peter had been present at Jesus’
transfiguration. Peter had a nephew, Mark, to whom
he told his recollections of Jesus’ life upon earth.
“Mark recorded these events in the gospel that bears
his name. Mark’s narrative was the earliest of the

four gospels. How does it differ from the other
gospels?

4. Poter warns his readers that this world will
not continue forever as it is now. Does delay in the
execution of God's promisés mean that Tle hag
forgotten them? What fateis to befall this material
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world? What may we hope for after that? What
effect is produced in our lives by contemplating this
prospect? The Christian who takes the long view 18
‘the true optimist. Yet while awaiting the promised

isplay of God’s power we are to be diligent in trying
to make this world a better place in which {olive.
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Lesson XXIX
THE EPISTLES OF JOHN
| Daily Readings
. I Jh.1:1-2:6° What two kinds of fellowship are
- mentioned here? What escape is there from
~ sin? | | |
I Jn.2:729 What is the connéction between
light and love? What is meaunt by loving the
world? | |
T Jn.8:1-18 How do you recognize a Christian?
. What is the proof of love?
I Jn.4:7-21. Why did Christ come into the world?

If we truly love God, how will we regard our
fellowmen? ,

I Jn.5 What is the connection between love and
obedience? Whose prayers does God hear?
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6. I[ Jn. Of what are we to beware?

7. 11T Jn. What is said here about Christian hosp-

itality?
Topics for Discussion

1. John was perhaps the youngest of Jesus’
apostles. When he wrote these three epistles he was
a very.old man. What difference do yowsee between
his epistles and Paul’s? 'Whose epistles eontaii more
argument? What words ate used over and over in
John’s epistlest John spenks of light, life, love, and
truth. These ideas are closely related. They stand in
contrast with death, darkness, hate, and error. Men
are divided into two classes according as they do or do
not believe in Christ. But believing in Christ is no
mere statement of intellectual assent to certain
doctrines,
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John wrote, “My little children, let us not
love in word, neitfer with the tongue, but in deed
and in truth.” (3:18) As in thess days, so in those
days, people were ready to make a profession of love,
- but were in danger of failing to express it in daily
life. Living by the law of love is very exacting.
How wounld family life and social life and business
jife and political life be changed if the principle of
Christian love were in full force? In many instances
words are cheap while actions are costly. Can we
love those who are not loveable? The indwelling
Christ can supply the dynamic for seemingly imposs-
ible achievements. Observe the connection hetween
loving God and keeping God’s commandments.

3. The word “abide” is often used in John’s
gospel and in his epistles. He also speaks of our
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or to a. constant practise? Some people connect
religion only with going to church. To some it is an
ecstasy felt at long intervals. What would you say is
involved in being a Christian? How far does il
extend? 'Who is it, according to John, that “‘abideth
forever”? The idea of abiding in Christ reminds us
of the figure of the vine and the branches in the fif*
teenth chapter of John’s gospel. 'There must be a
deep-seated continuous experience if one would be a
follower of Jesus Christ. Abiding in Christ ‘means
abiding in love or walking in love. As we abids in
Christ He abides in us.

4.  Although John SAYS 80 much about our walk-
ing in love, he also insists thet we must hold right
theological views, The loving life dependsupon the
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=iﬁawelling Christ. Hence the need of our under-
standing. who Christ is. It is when we truly believe
in Christ as the Son of God that we may have this
supernatural life. Some people emphasize doctrine
and overlook the importance of right living. Others
live the life of love but are careless about the doctrinal
basis of their Christian life, Is it necessary for us to
go to one extreme or the other? What is your
definition of a real Christian? |
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Daily Readings

II Tim. 1:6-12;2:3-10 What sustamed Paul ‘amid
hardships? Consider the tr uth'in 2:9. '

Phil." 1: 12-21;8:7-12 What was \Pﬂ.ul’s great
objective? | |

Ro. 8:1-14 What are the itwo forces in our
spiritual conflict? How may our lower nature
be subdued?

Eph. 2:8-22 How are ‘‘the middle walls of

partition’ broken down? Explain the figure
of the building.

Ro. 12:1-15 Explain the figure of the bodv
What are the evidences of a loving heart?
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6. Jas. 1:22-27;2:14-20 Ixplain the figure of the
mirror. How do we prove the reality of our
~ faith?
7. I Pet. 4:1219; T Jn. 3:14-18 What subject did
Peter emphasize in his letters? \What subject
did John emphasize in his letters?

Topics for Discussion

1. In our study of the life and letters of Paul
we lhave observed his remarkable stedfastness of
character. There was a guiding purpose that in-
tegrated hislife. There was a hidden force, strong
and deep, that sustained him under all conditions.
Why was he never worried or upset’ Why was he
able to steady others in a crisis, as in the shipwreck?
I may be that way if I have the same sence of -
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cooperation with the Living God ““Whose I am and
Whom I serve.” (Acts 27:23) Any person who -will
thus dedicate his life to God may have real dignity.
Some years ago an Fpiscopal Bishop was captured by
savages in the Phillippine Islands: They kept him
In a pig-pen and treated him shamefully. But he
calmly endured it all like a gecod soldier of Jesus
Christ. Tinally they gave up and said “We cannot
debase this man.” )

2. "This world is the scene of a terrible conflict
between the forces of good and the forces of evil.
We who are working for tlie right need all the help
we can get. Some people say that we should fight our
own battles unaided; that the church is a refuge for
weaklings. Butare such people always victorious in
their fight against evil? They would do better to
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confess their own weakness and to call upon God for
help. As He gives us victory in our struggle we
thank Him and press on. We welcome the struggle
because it draws us closer to our Lord. Again, some
people say that religion is like an opiate, making us
submit to present evils, hoping for better times in
heaven. But is that the teaching of the Bible?
Although Jesus was called ‘““T'he Prince of Peace”’
He said “‘T came not to send peace but a sword.”” So
we press on in this ceaseless warfare, both for our
own good and for the good of others. What kind of
place would this world be if there were no Christian
Church?

3. We have been learning that as we are drawn
closer to God through Christ we are also drawn closer
to our fellowmen. When we consider how Christ died
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for them we feel that we must not hate them; that we
must not even be indifferent toward them. Whatis the
proof of the value of a human being? Ts there any
justification for race prejudice, for class hatred, fcr
religions persecution? Paul wrote to tho Romanss
“For there is no difference, for all- Have sinned”
(3:22,28); and again, “For-there is no difference, for
the same Lord is rich unto all them that eall upon
Him,”” (10:12) Sin is a great leveler; so is grace. As
we realize the magnitude of God’s forgiving love, can
we afford to be proud? Why should we forgive our
enemies? If our hearts harbor jealousy or hatred or
even infference toward men, we need a deeper cem-
prehension of the greatness and goodness of God.

4, The New Testament books were written by
different men. Tach writer had his own emphasized
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justification by faith. James emphasized practical
Christian living. Peter emphasized the enduring of
suffering. John emphasized the importance of love.
But all agreed with regard to their intimate relation
with God. Paul wrote “To me to live is Christ.”
(Phil. 1:21) James wrote ‘‘Draw nigh to God and He
will draw nigh to yov”’. (4:8) Peter wrote ‘“That ve
might become partakers of the divine nature.” (II
Put. 1:4) John wrote, ‘‘Beloved, now are we children
of God.” (I Jn. 8:2) From then till now countless
followers of Christ, using many kinds of language,
have proclaimed the same rich experience. Itis our
high privilege to join with this multitude of the
readeemed in exploring the possibilities of this blessed
life in union with Christ.
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