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THE POLITICAL ETHICS OF HU SAN-HSING ﬁﬂj?j ‘
AS REVEALED BY HIS COMMENTARY ON THE
TZU-CHIH T’UNG-CHIEN L Part3
by
Ch’en Yiian {fi I8

This essay, the author’s war-time contribution to scholarship, is dedicated
to those of his friends who suffered imprisonment or internment.

Ssu-ma Kuang M3 (1019-1086), one of the foremost scholars and
statesmen of the Sung dynasty, devoted nineteen yearé to the compilation of the
Tzu-chih t ung-chien, a unique masterpiece among gencral histories of China,
comprising 294 chiian. Hu San-hsing (1230-1302) spent no less than thirty years
in writing a commentary on this work: the first draft was lost during the invasion
of the Mongols; when peace was eventually restored to the land, he mustered up
his strength and prepared a second draft, fromn which all subsequent editions are
taken, -

A native of T’ien-t’ai F# in Eastern Chekiang, Hu San-hsing took his
chin-shih degree in the same year (1256) as the famous patriots Wen T’ien-hsiang
TR (1236-1282), Hsich Fang-te #tpyi5 (1226-1289), and Lu Hsiu-fu PR
(1238-1279). With the fall of the Sung dynasty he chose the life of a recluse,
occupying himself with literary work and refusing collaboration with the invaders.
Neither the Sung-shik contains his biography nor the Yian-shik.

With the exception of his commentary on the Tzu-chik t'ung-chien all his
literary productions are lost. For some time even this commentary was not
highly appreciated by the world at large, which took it for a mass of mere
phonetic explanations of difficult words, — as an adjunct to the Tzu-chik t'ung-
chien. It is, therefore, hardly surprising that most writers on the Eastern-
Chekiang school of learning should have contented themselves with only mention-
ing Wang Ying-lin F Mg 8% (1223-1296) and Huang Chen 5% (1213-1280) as
representative scholars of that district. Only at the end of the sixteenth century.
when critical philology began to flourish, did Hu San-hsing come to be valued for
his superior knowledge of historical geography as revealed in his commentary.

1



An excellent geographer he undoubtedly was, but there is another side to
his personality: he was a patriot who remained loyal to the fallen dynasty. He
gave vent to his patriotic sentiment time and again throughout his commentary,
so that the reader cannot help being moved and edified. It is, however, regret-
table that this aspect of his scholarship has not hitherto attracted the attention it
deserves.

In the present essay the author selects 750 passages from Hu San-héing’s
commentary and studies them in twenty chapters. Chapters 1-10 deal mainly
with problems connected with historical methodology, whereas Chapters 11-20
treat of historical events. Hu San-hsing, of course, did not find it prudent to
state explicitly his views on these matters; nevertheless they are there in his com-
mentary. It is the author’s aim to give an exposition of them, more or less

veiled as they are, in this essay of some one hundred and eighty thousand words,
" so that Hu San-hsing’s personal aspirations and scholarly attitude may find due
recognition. The reader will find Hu San-hsing not merely a profound scholar
but also an ardent patriot.

Hu San-hsing brought his commentary to completion in 1285, which
happened to be an I-yu Z,J§ year and the ninth year after the fall of the Southern-
Sung capital Lin-an f§#%. It is a piece of remarkable coincidence that the pre-
sent essay was also completed in an I-yu (1945), in the ninth and last year of
Japanese occupation of the former capital of China. But just when the MSS.
were ready to be sent to the press, Peiping and the entire China were already
liberated. '

December 20, 1945
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