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An Accompt of Two Books.

L YR ACYS woritiew by ke Honomrable ROBERT BOYLE, about the €08 M1I-
C AL Rualities of thingss the Temperatmre-of the S VUB-TERRANEAL and
STB-2ARINE Regions s andthe BOTTO M of the Seas together with an In-
trodultionsorhe HISTOR T of PARTICT LA R Raualities.Oxtord,1670. in 8

He main Delign of the Noble Author in thefe as well as his other

Phyfical writings,is,to provide ftill more and more Materials for
the Hiftory of Nature. He prefixes to thefe Trad&s an Introdution to
the Hiflory of particular Qualities after he hath already given us an Ex-
cellent Account both of the Nature, and of the Origine of Qualities in
generat. And intending now,to proceed to Qualities in particular, and to
confider,How far the manner whereby they are produced, and thofe o-
ther Pheenomena of them, that may upon -occalion be taken notice of,
will accord with,and, by doing fo, confirm the Do&rine hitherto pro-
pofed by him ; and whether they will not (at leaft) much better comport
with Thar than the Opinions either of the Peripateticks,or the Chymists.
_ Butbefore he defcends to mention any of thefe Particular Qualities,
he thinks it worth while to confider fome Scruples about the Corpufcula-
rian Do&rine touching Qualities, which unlefs they be removed, may
not alittle prejudice the reception of a good part of what he purpofes
to deliver abourparticular Qualities.

OF thefe difficulties he infifts chiefly upon that Grand one, which im-

ports,that “tis incredible, that fo greata Variety of Qualities, as we
aually find vo be in Natu-al Bodies, fhould fpring from Principles {o
few in number as two,and fo fimple, as Marter and Local Motion : And
herelie endeavonrs to fhow,not only, that the other Catholick Affei-
ons of Matter are manifeftly deducible from Local Motion , but alfo,that
thefe Principles,being varioufly affociated, are fo fruicfull, thata Vait
ﬂﬁlmber of Qualities, and. other Phenomena of Nature may refult from
them,
In the Tra& of the Syfematical or Cofmical Qualiries,ie maketh it out,
That in eftimating the Qualities of Natural Bodies, we are not only to
conf(ider the power, any particular one hath of a&ing upon, or the ca.
pacity it hath of fuffering from fuch and fuch particular Bodies; but
alfo that there'may be fome Attributes,which may belong to this or that
Body, and divers alterations,to which it may be lyable upon the account
of a Syfteme {o conftituted as our World is ; whofe Fabrick is fuch,that
there may be diversunheeded Agents;which,by unperceived means,may
have great operations upon the Body we conlider,and work fuch changes
in it,and enable it to work {uch changes on other Bodies, as are rather
to be afcribed to fome un-obferved Agents, than to thofe other Bedies,
with which the Body propofed is taken noticeto have to do.

To-this is fubjoyned an Appendix touching Cofmical Sufpicions. For.the
Author confidering, that the World s a Subjeét fo valt,that not only ail
demonftrable Truths, which may be difcovered concerning it, muv be
look’t upon as important,but even Conjeitnres and Suppofitions themfelives

that relate to it in general, may deferve not to be altogether paffed by
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in filence ; He adventureth tc entertain the Reader with fome Thoughts of this nature,

the'eby taking an opportunity to alledge in their favour fome Hiftorical @bfervations,

which,whateverthe Conje&ures be thought of, may appear to be more new thandef-.
icable.

b Inthe Three remaining Traés, the Author

Evst, treats of the Temperature of Snbterraneal Regions and of the -Air reaching thi-

therscon p ifing the (um of what he hath to propound,in fosr Propofitions ; viz. That
the firft Kegion of the Earth is very variable both asto Bounds,and as toTemperature ¢
That the fecond Region feems to be for the moft part cold in comparifon of the other
two: Thatin leveral places,which,by reafon of their diftance from the Surface of the
Earth one would refer to the Middle Region of it, the Temperature of the Air isvery
differing at the {ime times of the Year: That thethird Region of the Farth hath been
obferved tobe conftantly and {enfibly warm,but not uniformly fo; being infome pla-
ces confiderably hot.

Secondly, of the Temperatare of the Submarine Regions asto Heatand Cold : Where,
affi gning to the Sea no more than two Regions 3 the one, from the fuperficies fo far
downwardsasthe manifeft operation of the Beams of the Sun, or other Caufes of
warmth do penetrate ; the other, from thence to thebottom of the Sea: He obferveth,
that,according to that divifion the Limits of the upper Region will not be alwaies con-
ftant in all Climats, in all Seafons,and in all Weathers. And asto the Temperature of
the Lower Region ,he taketh notice,}:hat that is generally Cold,{fome few places excep-
te' s Coafirming all by confiderable relations, he procured from Sober and Creditable
Navi sators,and otherPerfons,pra&ifed in Diving,both with and without Engins,

T irdly, OF the Bottows of the Sea 3 concerning which he hath enquired fir@,after the
Inequality of the Soil there,oblerved to be very gradnal and abrupt :  Next, after the
great preflure of the water there againft other Bodies : Laftly, afterthe Tranquillity of
the water there,whether it be confiderably diftant from the Surface. i
I, CATALOGUS PLANTARUV M ANGLI ZE U INSUVLARV M #d-

jacentium 3 tum Indigenas,iumin agris paflim cultas complellens. Operd Johannis Raji

M..A. G Soc. Reg'e Sodalis. Londini, Impenfis]. Martyn. 3§70, in12°.

"[ he Ingenious and Induftrious Author of this Book,having fome years ago publifht

a Catalogue of the Plants growing about Caméridge,hath now obliged hisCountry,
by prefenting it witha Catalogue of the Plants ofall England and of the Ifles adjacent.
In the doirg of which, he hath fpared neither pains nor coft,travelling himfelfthrough
all the confiderable parts of thisKingdom,and fo viewing and gathering himfelf almoft
all the Plants here deferibed,fome few excepted, which he faith he hath either taken
out of the beft Authors,or received from very creditable and skilfull Friends. Neither
hath hebeun contented to fearch and gather them himfelf,but alfo diligently compared
them with their Hiftoriesand Figures found by Bstanifs; defcribing thofe, which
feemed to have been omitted by others,and adding,with their Chara&erical notes,thofe
that had been confuledly and carelefsly delivered before. A work exceeding ufeful,
efpecially in order tothe compofing a General Hiltory of Plants, wherein they are tobe
diftributed into their feveral Families,according to their fpecifical Differences,(a thing
fo neceffary to lzarn them more eafily,to underftand them more clearly,and to rememna-
ber them more latingly,)which Diftribution cannot be made without an accurate and
a compleat Enumerationand Defcription of the feveral Kinds of Plants, growing up and
down in the feveral parts of the World.

The Reader will find in this Catalogue, befiles the molt necefliry Synonyma of the
Plants here enumerated,,a fummary Delcription alfo of their principal Vertues; enter-
Iaced with the mention of many new Obfervations and Experiments, Medical and Phy-
(ivlogical. And that,which exceedingly raifeth the value and endeareth the welcome of
this Book,is, Thut the Author inthe Preface thereof very obligingly promifeth a Gemeral
M thod of all Plamts,together with the differing Charadters of their kinds and families,
to be publifhed by himin a fhort time,and withall{to him poffible) accuratenefs
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