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FOREWORD

The modcern scholar interested in investigating the history of India,
more cspecially during the Moghul period, cannot complain of any
paucity of sourcc materials. From the last quarter of the eightcenth
century onwards, successive rescarchers have been active in evaluating
and making availablec the manuscript accounts of the rise, apogee, and
decline of the Moghul Empire. The Royal Asiatic Socicty of Bengal
has performed invaluable services to scholarship in providing thc means
for publication of these sources.

The work here published for the first time is of fundamental
importance for our undcrstanding of cvents in Bengal during the
cighteenth century. Its author was a close spectator of those events, a
fact which imparts to his writings an unusual authenticity. The
Ta'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi was already known to, and utilized by,
Jonathan Scott in his Ferishta's History (published at Shrewsbury in
1794). Sir Jadunath Sarkar and Arthur Hughes also cxploited Yusuf
‘Ali's work. It has rcmaincd for Dr. Abdus Subhan to expose the
shortcomings of what has alrcady been attempted. In producing this
careful and critical cdition, based upon a collation of six main copies,
he has carned an honoured place amongst thosc devoted scholars who
have striven to recreate the rich and fascinating history of Moghul India.

Pembroke College, A. J. ARBERRY.
Cambridge.
January 20, 1969.






PREFACE

Contemporary records in Persian throw illuminating light on the
history of Bengal, particularly in the later Moghul period, when Persian
was used as the court language of the province along with the rest of
the country. Numerous such documents are preserved in different
archives of the country, but their critical editions have been a desideratum
for the scholars working in the field. As far as the mid-eighteenth century
history of Bengal is concerned, historians are unanimous that Nawab
Alivardi Khan’s rule (1740-1756) constitutes an epoch-making period in
the history of Eastern India in general and of Bengal in particular. The
Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi of Yusuf ‘Ali Khan is a historical
chronicle of exclusive importance for the reconstruction of the history
of the Bengal Subah under Alivardi. Naturally, therefore, several
historians drew on this source for their study of the era, but unfortunately,
in the absence of a complete critical edition of the text, only partial
utilization of the work could have been possible. Incomplete English
renderings of some of the single copies of the text could not serve ahy
useful purpose, as they were not based on any collated text.

The text presented here is the result of collation of six different
manuscripts which comprise almost all the extant copies of the work
known so far. The text is not based on any particular manuscript, and
1 have adopted, where the copies differed, the readings that appeared
to my judgment most appropriate. The variants have, however, been
given in the footnotes, along with the names of the manuscript to which
.they belong, in order that the reader may be free to verify the accepted
readings and form his own opinion.

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not thankfully mention the help
and patronage I received from the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, where 1 was
initiated in original research work some twelve years ago when I had
been appointed the R. G. Casey Research Fellow for Islamic Studies.
It was in this premier research institute that T had the privilege of
undertaking the present critical edition which I completed in five years
time. [ am beholden to the Council of the Asiatic Society for providing
me every assistance that I needed during the progress of the work. In
this connection, I would particularly record my sincere thankfulness to
Prof. S. K. Saraswaty, the then General Secretary of the Society, who
took a keen interest in the publication of the edition as soon as it was
completed. I am indebted to the late Prof. K. M. Maitra, Cataloguer
of the Society, for offering me numerous useful suggestions for the
improvement of the text. I am deeply obliged te Prof. Hasan Askari of
Patna for his most ungrudging help he extended to me whenever I turned
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to him for information regarding some historical points connected
with the topic. My grateful thanks are also due to Dr. S. K. Mitra,
the present General Sccretary of the Society, for his sincere cfforts in
expediting the work of publication that has been unusually delayed due
to some unavoidable reasons. Mr. Moquitul Hasan of the National
Library also deserves my thanks for giving me every facility for
consulting books and manuscripts belonging to the Arabic and Persian
Division (Buhar Collection) of the Library.

Prof. A. J. Arberry, the doyen of the contemporary Orientalists,
has placed me under a profound debt of gratitude for writing a Foreword
to this edition.

I have added to the text an Introduction which includes a detailed
dossier on the work and its author. Together with its English translation
(to be published separately in the Bibliotheca Indica Series of the Asiatic
Society), the present edition later earned me the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy of the University of Calcutta.

While I have taken all precaution to avoid prmtmg mistakes, I would
crave the indulgence of the readers to disregard minor and unimportant
ones that might have gone unnoticed.

Calcutta,
August 11, 1969. o ' ABDUS SUBHAN



'INTRODUCTION :

The middle of the cightcenth century in Bengal constitutes a
significant period in the history of the province, nay, in the annals of
the whole country, * It witnessed,” says Dr. K. K. Datta, “great
political changes, pregnant with many significant issucs for the future.
With the accession of ‘Alivardi to the masnad of Bengal in 1740 began
the rule of the really independent Nawdbs of Bengal, as the Imperial
authority at Delhi had by that time been practically reduced to insignifi-
cance.™  As an anonymous writer of a short history of Bengal puts it.
“the history of Bengal during the cighteenth century is the history of
changes of dynastics. This period is the most attractive in the history
of the world ... A correct history of Bengal during the 18th century
is more interesting than that of any other country during the correspond-
ing period. The rcader will find that Bengal produced heroes who might
be compared with Nepolecon and Alexander, and brave soldiers like
these who accompanicd Hannibal from Carthage to Rome.™ Rightly
docs Dr. Datta conclude, * ‘Alivardi’s regime of sixteen years forms,
indced, an important period in the history of the Bengal Subah.”™

The mid-cighteenth century saw the province of Bengal in the throes
of a revolution that had gripped the dwindling Mughal Empire. “ The
same disruptive forces, as had been then distracting the other parts of
India, exercised their influcnce on Bengal also,” and destroyed all hopes
of a pecaceful and. prosperous government, raised by the emergence of
n truly cfficient ruler in the person of Nawab ‘Alivardi Khin. In the
opinion of Dr. Datta, * the Bengal revolution of 1739-40 was a significant
episode in the history of the province, and also of the Mughal Empirc,
which was going through a more disastrous revolution at thc same
time.”

The process of dissolution that began with the death of Emperor
Aurangzib, the last of the Great Mughals, was speeding to completion.
The history of the Mughal India virtually became confined to the
administration and achievements of provincial governors or sitbahdeirs,
who in their individual ability and power excelled even those under

1 Studics in the History of the Bengal Subah, Vol. I, Calcutta, 1936, p. 1.

t  Somc Incidents in Bengal during the 18th Century and Afier, Dacca, 1906,
pp. 3, 6.

3 Dr. K. K. Datla, ‘Alivardi end lis Times, Calcutta, 1939, p. 261.

4 Ibid, p. 261.

5 Ibid, p. 41,
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whom they governed. The centre of gravity and authority was removed
from Delhi and got split into several rival centres.” The viceroys of -
Oudh, Hyderabad and Bengal achieved greater independence, till they
came to wicld absolutc authority. Tn the absence ‘of a strong central
command, the provincial governors began to consolidate their positions
and even attempted at making them hereditary. Some of them attained
their ranks by benefiting from the ineffectivencss of the Delhi Emperor,
while others employed their own abilitics to achieve the purpose. In
a way, here was an cra of the survival of the fittest and whoever was
the successful adventurist, whether the Nizdmu'l-Mulk or Sa‘ddat
‘Ali Khan or ‘Alivardi Khan, it was all duc to his sheer ability and

fitness.

With the Mughal supremacy after Aurangzib fast running to rack
and ruin, the internal challenge in the shape of Maratha inroads and
the external one of increasing influence of the European traders, parti-
cularly the English, in Eastern India, were too formidablc to meet. The
menace of the Marhattas in the wake of the decline of the Mughal power
assumed such a devastating complexion that in a negligible span of time
they overran many territories from the South to the North of the country.
The fertile and the opulent Bengal was the only province that had paid
no chauwth to the Marathas till then. The hit-and-run tactics of the
Maratha warfare, that fetched them rich dividends wherever they went,
met with a stiff opposition in Bengal. Countering the enormous Maratha
menace demanded the best of the military genius, and this was very ably
supplied by Nawéb ‘Alivardi Khan. Throughout his sixteen-year rule,
the Nawab had to remain continually engaged with the Deccani free-
booters on different fronts. By his tactical and strategic moves, he
stemmed effectively the tide of the Maratha onslaughts on Bengal.
It can be imagined as to what might have been the lot of Bengal had
there been a weaker person than ‘Alivardi at the helm of affairs in the
province. Undoubtedly, the territory would have fallen an easy victim to
their inroads. In the results that followed we find a sort.of a historical
justification of the act of usurpation that ‘Alivardi committed in dislodg-
ing Nawdb Sarfardz Khén, the then ruling Naw4b, whose outward show
of pomp, power and piety was underlined by an inhererit lack of ability
in the art of government. By his frequent dealings with the numerous
rebels and refractory Rajahs during his tenure of office under Shuji‘u’l-
Dawlah, ‘Alivardi had become well-trained in the art of fighting an
enemy, however formidable. Had that weakling (Sarfardz) been allowed

3 Cf. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Moghul Empire, Vol. I,'2nd ed., Calcutta,
1949, p. v.
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to go his way. the province of Bengal would before long have become
a Maratha tributary. Guilty though he was of an unfair treatment to
his master. ‘Alivardi cannot but be commended on what he did once he
came to hold the supremec power. Hc usurped power, no doubt; but
he utilized it to stave off what then appeared to be a sure enslavement
of the Fertile East to the advancing Marathas. "His subsequent achieve-
ments as a ruler more than justified his usurpation.” The chaotic political
situation climaxed by the impending Maratha threats and the gradual
encroachment by the “forcign traders demanded an administrator,
capable of ensuring the safety and prosperity of the province.  And who
can deny that *Alivardi was the fittest man at the time to fulfil the task ?

With the lifc and achicvements of this ecminent personage deals
the present work. Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi, written by Yusuf
‘Ali Khan.!

IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK

Tt can be argued with justification that no account is more
authentic than the cyc-witness. It is not unusual that some periods of
history in gencral do not have first-hand reports. It is by connect-
ing various links in the chain of the cvents furnished by several
documentary evidences and sources and by assessing their value that a
picture of history can be formed with reasonable clarity. But when
there exist contemporary records based on personal observations of the
witnesses, the burden of the students of history is considerably lightened.
As regards the history of Nawab ‘Alivardi Khéan, therc are some
contemporary works, but’ the present work is the most important
of them all. All that Yisuf ‘Ali wrote about the Nawab was the result
of his own personal knowledge. Rarely was he indebted to sources other
than his own obscrvations for the writing of the history.

In the words of Dr. Datta, *“ this work stands unique as a store-
house of valuable historical details, gathered by the author from personal
observation and experience.” *“The work,” adds Dr. Datta, “gives
a very valuable and detailed description of the history of the Bengal
Subah during the mid-eighteenth century, especially of the administration
of ‘Alivardi. The author, an eye-witness of the political events of Bengal
since the time of Sarfardz, gives us many new facts and dates, which
are not found in any other contemporary work.””

“The value of this history lies in its authenticity,” says Sir Jadunath

1 Cf. my articles on the present work in Islamic Culture, Hyderabad,, Vol. XL,
Nos, 3 and 4.

‘Alivardi and his Times, preface, p. xi.

Ivid., p. 277.

(£

»
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Sarkar while commenting on the work in his Bengal Nawabs® The
accurate and authentic descriptions of various cvents of ‘Alivardi's times,
such as the Bengal revolution of 1739-40 which cstablished *Alivardi's
regime after Giria. the initial set-backs to the Nawab's authority from
Mirzid Baqir and others, the protracted and arduous cncounters which
‘Alivardi had to wage against the Maratha intruders and the treacherous
insurrcction of thc Afghans arc not matched by any contemporary
narrative of the same cvents, and as such Yuasuf ‘Ali’s accounts are the
only rcliable sources of information for the history of the period.
Neither the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla of Salimullih nor the Muzffarndimah of
Karam ‘Alf nor the Riyddi'l-Salitin of Ghuldm Husain  Salim
provide cven half the materials given by Yasuf ‘Ali.  Ghulim Husain
Tabdtaba'i, the author of the famous general history, Sivaru'l-Muta'akh-
khirin, dwells on the history of the time, but he is largely dependent
on Yusuf ‘Ali's work. Hc must have consulted the Td@'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-
Mahdbatjangi at cvery step while writing his own account t of ‘Alivardi.
This is cvident from the fact that the Siyer's accounts, particularly of
the Maratha attacks and the Afghan uprising, are strikingly similar to
those of the present work. On many occasions, Ghulim Husain has
copicd the work word for word. Rightly has Dr. Datta opined that

* this work seems to have been the prmclml authority of Ghuldm Husain
for his account of the Maratha invasions and also of the Afg_l_mn
rebellions.”” Examples of similar passages from the two works showing
Ghulam Husain’s indcbtedness to Yusut‘ ‘Ali will be found quoted
elsewhere in these pages.

While stressing the authenticity of Yusuf ‘Ali’s account, we must
take into considcration the background of the author’s relationship with
the ruling family of Bengal and with Nawdb ‘Alivardi Khin in particular.
The author was the son-in-law of Nawdb Sarfardz Khén ‘Ald’u’l-Dawlah
and his father was a trusted and loyal companion of ‘Alivardi. In the
context of such intimate connections with the rulers whose chronicles
he was to write, his accounts descrve greater credibility. It may
well be imagined as to how difficult it must have been for Yiasuf ‘Alf to
adjust himself to the reversed situation consequent upon the defeat and
death of his master and father-in-law. -Notwithstanding the viccisitudes
in the fortune of the latter, the author never proved false to his conscience
by nursing his grievances against, or becoming a blind adherent of, his
new master ‘Alivardi. Even in the case of Sarfariz, he was bold enough
to point out his short-comings and some black spots in his character.
Likewise, he does not shrink from describing the misdeeds of some
‘members of ‘Alivardi’s household such as Haji Ahmad. It is thus clear

1 Vide, p. 80.
2 ‘Alivardi and his Times, p. 278
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that Yasuf ‘Ali has fulfilled the responsibilities of a historian with
ingenious impartiality. He never hesitates to state the bare facts of
history. That is why the author of the present work excels all other
chroniclers of the age in the accuracy of account, acuteness of vision and
impartiality of judgment. Though sometimes, as is usual in rhetorical
. description, he lapses into mild exaggeration, facts of history are hardly
found affected by that.

The significance of the present work lies also in the fact that it gives
us new facts and dates which no contemporary work of its kind does.
This helps us to form a better estimate of “Alivardi’s character which is ~
held in contempt by some contemporary historians. Writers like
Salimullah, Holwell and Scrafton, depending mostly on ‘scandalous
gossips’ current at the time, state that ‘Alivardi and his brother Haji
Ahmad rose to prominence by ignoble means. But Yisuf ‘Ali’s verdict
that success and elevation of the two brothers were due only to their
innate merit and skilful management of the affairs entrusted to them
by their patron Shuja‘uv’l-Dawlah, gives the lie to the unreliable and
biassed evidences of others. It is true that H4ji Ahmad had little regard
for moral values in his general conduct, but he was never guilty of sacri-
ficing the honour of many women, including those of his own family,
. at the altar of his master’s lust for the promotion of his own interest, as
alleged by the above-noted writers.?

Further, it is generally held that it was ‘Alivardi alone who was
responsible for bringing about the disastrous consequences of the battle
of Giria and that he behaved with his master in a very ungrateful and
ruthless manner. But if Yasuf °‘Ali’s words are to be relied upon,
‘Alivardi’s character would appear in a dlﬁerent hght The historian’s
categorical and frank statement:?®

LW Kt C_‘)Jj WS Aad ulh.. k_ali”du L:.J’J; &323:. 33

sufficiently sets at nought opinions held by some about ‘Alivardi’s
conduct and responsibility regarding the tragic misfortunes that befell
Sarfardz at Giria. According to him, ‘Alivardi was driven into action
which he disliked and regretted afterwards. He quotes in support of
his statement ‘Alivardi’s own words, as he heard him utter:?

Glal 3 b 'Cl_,i Jls” élgTF:.Bs-‘J.\ as” asd uL?..ST 3 akuly pih
e T V| Ls?.la. ch_,z.':’_, g__,-:t.'—J:g U&?..J 'f’:‘ﬂ'} _,éla P.::.S' J-‘-‘-“:"‘?
.r-ls"a‘: J’& ;‘,.'s'bu K] L;g)\; rjl-o azatadl JU)L.;. :\l"_’j o-_‘L} b 5}5& L.“;" deal

1 ‘Alivardf and his Times, p. 6.
+ % The text, p. 12.
3 Jbid,
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The diabolical role that H4ji Ahmad played in bringing about a
critical situation and precipitating a rupture between ‘Alivardi and
Sarfaréz is .clearly laid bare by these words uttered by his own brother.
It is further borne out by, and quite in keeping with, the unscrupulous
way in which be acted on various occasions once he came to wield some
power. Yusuf ‘Al hardly hesitates in referring to his nefarious conduct.
The harm that the people suffered at the hands of Zainu’l-Din and
Sirdju’l-Dawlah was immense, and the doom they both met at the end -
were nothing but the consequences of their own moral turpitude. Yusuf
- ‘Al further asserts:?

el_’ Ol Jl odia &.«_}5:.:. (W% W UEJ.C o T L._:li":ﬁ d_,; .GJ.,c-o
n dbs Jqery Ol Jesl og-\“ L')-’-). éy_ﬂ ji A U]‘" i.ala.: &gﬂ)&l K] |Ag|
NaT old 5w g slis
The advisers of Sarfardz Khin were no less responsible. for
throwing him into the ditch of "destruction. The enmity they bore
to HAji Ahmad and his brother did not allow them to be conciliatory
and peaceful in their attitude. They began by poisoning Sarfariz’s
mind against Haji Ahmad by constantly pouring into his ears base-
less reports about the latter. These intransigent counsellors finally
goaded Sarfaraz to march out it spite of the heavy ‘odds against-him.
Moreover, Sarfardz himself was not prudent enough to visualize the
advantages of negotiated settlement. Acceptance of ‘Alivardi’s overtures
might have been an act of diplomatic expedience on the part of Sarfardz,
but this understanding was sadly lacking in him. The former’s sugges-
tion to Sarfardz to dissociate himself from his instigators and send
them instead to fight him (‘Alivardi) in the open was also not heeded. No
alternative was, therefore, 'left for ‘Alivardi to defend himself and.his
honour and that of his family on the field of battle. All that he did
subsequently was the duty of a warrior in action. His dignified treat-
ment, as contrasted with that of others of his party, of the family of
the falleh Sarfariz testifies ‘to his sincerity of purpose. -

Hence in the light of Yusuf ‘Alf’s judgment, the charge of being
ungrateful and treacherous to his master cannot be justified in ‘Alivardi’s
case. , - -

Moreover, Yiasuf ‘Ali’s graphic description of the sufferings of -
‘Alivardi’s army in that torturous Bardwan-to-Katwa journey is the only
account of the event available. All later historians who wrote about -
this particular episode are indebted to Yisuf ‘Ali for their own accounts.
Again, the author gives us new information about the various responsible

1 The text, p. 12.
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works p.,rfonned by his own father, Ghuldm ‘Alf Khédn, who was a boon
companion of ‘Alivardi. In connection 'with ‘Alivardf’s expeditions against
- Mustafd Khdn who had taken shelter, on being chased out of Bihar, in
the fort of Chunar, belonging to Nawdb Safdarjang of Oudh, we know it
from Yasuf ‘Ali for the first time that ‘Alivardi ‘planned to attack
Banaras, then held by Safdarjang, to avenge the latter’s hostile treatment
meled out to him at Patna in 1743. But he could not execute his plan,
because of the advance of Emperor Muhammad Shah and Safdarjang
as far as the village of Bankarah in order to repel ‘Ali Muhammad
Ruhila. Of Zainu’l-Din Ahmad’s treacherous desire to seize the masnad
of Bengal by removing his aged uncle by force and his subsequent
actions n pursuance thereof, Yasuf ‘Ali gives a very vivid and refresh-
ingly first-hand account. He says that he heard it from Mahdi Nithar
Khan, the Paymaster of Haibatjang’s army, that Zainu'l-Din Ahmad
vsTanted to act towards his uncle similarly as the latter had treated his
master Sarfardz Khin. The author writes:?

abals Sy 34 L CTEIRY E_}i Lgﬁ'zg Jr_,a.,.. Ola W (gages 1 I";l) asly
Ohah st dises [AT] Sale a5 @il OF deels Lo Siomen a5 02
Jl‘!.:r-lg azaly 5 gl T Aaliihe Olad 55 BT L daal >

Sein )‘)f)}g Soes ly O (:)_,_-_a S s AR UT_’| Jstaen Jhes Lsfb'}.’)\a

The new facts like those mentioned above are only a few of the many
given by Yusuf ‘Ali. Over and above this, most of these events are
supplied with accurate dates. But the difficulties which the author had to
encounter following ‘Alivardi’s death had much to do with certain imper-
fections in respect of the chronological sequence of later events. He,
however, does not feel hesitant to admit those minor inaccuracies and
presents his apology o the readers for the same.

The inclusion in the present work of several references to
contemporary political life of India makes it all the more important.
_The history of the Maratha affairs itself is the history of a significant
episode in the political life of the country. References to Nizdmu’l-Mulk
and Safdarjang are frequently found in the book.

" What lends an added significance to the work is its concluding
portion which deals with the history of Nawab Slraju’l-Dawlah the
last independent ruler of Bengal. This part of the work is unique in
so far as it is-found mcluded in only one copy—the British Museum
copy. Though there is perhaps no dearth of materials for the history
of the short-hved rule of Sirdju’l-Dawlah, the portion provides as with

1 The text, pp. 94-95.
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some new information ‘regarding his career and achievements. More-
over, it helps us to broaden our estimate of the Nawab's character.

It has been customary with the historians, especially European
historians, to paint Sirdj’s character in a dark colour. Wayward and
wanton, the young Nawib certainly was; yet there was something
chivalrous about his disposition. He was indeed more unlucky than
wicked. The so-called Black Hole incident has been played up by

biassed historians and writers to purtray Sirdj as nothing but a cruel .

ruler. Yusuf ‘Ali describes the death of the two hundred English-
men as a mere accident. What Siraj really did was that he confined
the captured Englishmen in a small but spacious room, and then
entrusted the management of the captured headquarters to some of his
oflicers. It was only by accident that the interness got suffocated and
died. The author writes:?

Gbluj) 4z fuy.zu L,-Jl wled 34 Al QK_:J9 45’ ayza yd Laf gl
,.\le e

Besides, Yasuf ‘Ali makes interesting references to the terms of
agreement reached between Sirdj and Mir Ja‘far. The latier joined
Sirdj on condition that he would have to be relieved of his service as
soon . as the conflict ended, that the dues in arrears would have to be
paid to him and that he would finally be allowed to go away from
Sakriigali.

The author’s account of Sirgju’l-Dawlah is as intimate and first-
hand as that of Nawab ‘Alivardi Khén in the preceding pages of the
work. He depicts the events as he witnessed them. His statement
regarding Sirdj’s spending of nearly forty lakhs for payment of arrears
and for general distribution, was received directly from ‘Abdul Hadi
Khén, the Commander-in-Chief ‘of Sirdj’s army. This new fact, as it
reveals the authenticity of the author’s account, reflects the magnammlty
of Sirdju’l-Dawlah’s heart too.

We know it from this unique account of Sir4j that Yasuf ‘Ali intends
to include in the book a short history of Mir Muhammad Qasim Khan
just after describing events connected with Mir Ja‘far Kh4n. -But it is
not known whether this was ever written or if it was, it does not appear
to be extant.?

Despite its many excellencies, the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi
is not free from certain short-comings. The work unfortunately has no
preface by the author. All the copies of the work known so far begin
abruptly. Moreover, the book was left by the author in an incomplete

1 The text, p. 158.
2 The text, p. 169.

4
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form. This is evident by its equally abrupt end. The history of
‘Alivardi has not been brought to the close of his rule. In every
manuscript copy the account of ‘Alivardi stops in A.D. 1168/A.H. 1755,
i.e., one year before his death. Even the British Museum copy, which is
the most complete among the copies known so far, has that link missing.
Besides, the author docs not appear to have cared for including an
account of the antecedents of ‘Alivardi. He hardly writes anything about
the Nawdb’s family connections, the dawn of his fortune in Orissa and
his achievements as deputy-governor of Bihar. As a biographer, Ytsuf
‘Ali should have dealt with the genealogy of ‘Alivardi and his career
prior to his becoming the Subahdar of Bengal. However. this deficiency
of the work will be partly made up by a brief but reliable account of
‘Alivardi’s early career included in Karam ‘Alf’s Muzaffarndma.

THE MANUSCRIPTS OF THE WORK

The Tdrikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi, which was completed in
Allahabad in A.D. 1763-4/A.H. 1177, has several manuscript copies
preserved in both the indigenous and foreign libraries. The six main
copies that have been used for collation belong to the British Museum,
London, the Edinburgh University, the Patna University, the Reza
Library, Rampur, the Salarjang Museum, Hyderabad, and the Asiatic
Socxety Calcutta. The present edited text has been based on these
copies. Each of them is described as follows:

The British Museum copy:

The British Museum copy, the photostat of which has been used for
collation, is the most complete among the copies of the work known
so far. But what distinguishes ‘it most from the other copies is the
account of ‘Alivardi’s grandson and successor, Nawab Sirdju’l-Dawlah,
which incidently constitutes a unique portion of the work. Though
it begins in the same abrupt manner as the other copies do, it contains,
before commencing Sirdj’s account, a few more pages beyond the point
where all the extant copies end, i.e., the death of Raja Janaki Ram and
the appointment of Raja Ram Narayan as his successor. The manuscript,
in those few additional lines, deals with some events, such as, the
marriage of Shukru'l-L4h and the death of ITkramu’l-Dawlah, the quarrel
between Sirdju’l-Dawlah and Husain Quli Khén and the disgrace of
Khwéja ‘Abdul H4adi. The account breaks “off in AH. 1168, about
a year before ‘Alivardi’s death and the history of his successor Sirgju’l-
Dawlah begins on fol. 89a. The narrative ends with the accession of Mir
Muhammad Ja‘far Khén to the nizdmat of Bengal and the subsequent
capture and death of Slra]u’l-Dawlah
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The British Museum copy consists of 102 folios and in size, it is
9 by 6% inches. It has fifteen lines to a page, each line about four
inches long. The first and the last page have nine and eleven lines
respectively. It is written in cursive and elongated nasta‘lig, not very
bold and clear. Though not precisely dated, it was, as Dr. Forbes
suggests, apparently written about the close of the 18th century.! Like
all others, this copy contains no mention of the author’s name, but
unlike them, it does have a definite title, i.e., ‘Td'rikh-i-Bangila (should be
‘Bangdla-i’) Mahdbatjangi’.

The British Museum also possesses two other copies of the work.
One of them is entitled in the subscription as ‘Td’rikh-i-Ilih Vardi Khin
Mahdbatjang Ndzim-i-Sitba-i-Bangdla’. 1t tallies with the main copy of
the British Museum from folio la to 86a and with all others -collated
so far. It has 67 folios, having fifteen lines to a page. Written in
nasta'lig, it is dated Ramadéin, A.H. 1198 (A.D. 1788). The other
additional copy exactly corresponds to the preceding one, but extends
over 118 folios, with thirteen lines to a page. But a miscellaneous
volume (Add 6945), compiled by Rev. John Hindley, an early 19th
century scholar, contains what is considered to be a note of immense
importance in so far as the authorship of the work is concerned. Folio
18 of the 469-folio miscellaneous volume includes the beginnings of
various sections of the work and a notice running as follows:

Ao S Ol (g3, Al #2500 by Eusoph Alee Khaun, son of
Ghulaum Al Khaun, an intimate friend of Mahabut Jung. He
married a daughter of Alaud Dawlah Surferauz Khaun.

Though the authorship of this account of ‘Alivardi and Sirdju’l-
Dawlah by Yusuf ‘Ali Khén is an established fact, confirmed and proved
by various sources, Rev. Hindley’s note is nevertheless the basis of the
formal attribution, as no other extant manuscript of the work is known
to mention Ytasuf ‘Ali’s name directly.

Marginal writings, necessitated by omissions in the main body of
the text, are numerous. Sometimes the entire headings are left out
and instead put in the margin. Emendations may be observed in
between lines of the text too. These additional writings indicate that
the copy was first transcribed in much haste, and then it was revised but
not with sufficient care. They, however, lend credence to the belief held
by some that it was the author’s working, though not his autograph, copy
which was left unfinished when he stopped writing further on the
subject.? That the copy was made from the author’s own manuscript

3 See Charles Rieu, Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British
Museum, Vol. I, London, 1879, p. 312.
2 Cf. Bengal: qut and Present, Vol. LXXVII, part I, 1958, p. 7.
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is not beyond the range of possibility. Taken by and large, the copyist’s
work cannot be called praiseworthy, The usual preface and the
colophon are lacking and also omitted is the scribe’s name. Some of
the "common mistakes in the calligraphy certainly redound to the
discredit of the copyist, but fortunately enough they do not seem to aflect
the sense of the text at any time. A welcome feature of the MS. is
that it supplics most of the scctions with proper headings, which are
written in slightly bold characters.

In the original, the folios bear numbers in English, obviously added
by a later hand. There is a serious dislocation of leaves in the manus-
cript. The portion of the text from fol. 77a, line 3 to fol. 78b, line 2
should be extracted and read after fol. 87a, line 3. Curiously enough,
words written on the margin appear to be brighter and more distinct
than those in the main body. Words are written very closely, and this
sometimes gives rise to confusion in reading, and taxes the average
intelligence. Some of the catchwords do not tally. On the top of fol.
62a, there appears the words, .U «l2 , the presence of which could not
be accounted for. A gross blunder is noticed on fol. 3a where the
copyist writes aJl jlis oiln Jais for &l jlas Ol oVl Juaks
with obvious reference to Nawdb ‘Alfvardi Kh4dn. By the misleading
word ila the reader is thrown into sudden confusion regarding the
person whose account the historian is going to give. This absurdity
points to the scribe’s carclessness. Of other notable orthographical
peculiarities, the most intolerable is the fault frequently committed by
the scribe in the use of diacritical marks, especially of dots, omissions
of which occur more than their misuse. Dots are usually not very distinct
and proper care has not been taken in their placings above or under
the relevant letters. Sometimes, a new paragraph begins on the same
line where the preceding one ends, the change being denoted by
a small gap in between. Madd ( 2. ) has also not been supplied in every
relevant case. The Hindi form & has not been converted into Persian «
Thus we find that 3§ is written in place of Persian 5, and (¢ 5 &5~
in place of the Persianized form (s,s-~ =5 . Absurdities like @-bO\b
(for »-k3\s) come very near to impair the merit of the calligraphist.
Arabic expressions do not appear in the naskh characters, as in some
other copies. The unique portion at the end of the manuscript similarly
contains serious omissions. making the text corrupt at several places.

As stated above, the concluding portion of the MS. that deals with
the history of Nawdb Sirdju’l-Dawlah is unique, in so far as it is not
included in any other known copy of the work. A photostat of the
portion covering fourteen folios has been reproduced by Arthur Hughes
along with an English translation, But as explained elsewhere in these
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pages, the translation is very incorrect and can never be relied upon
for any serious study, for it is based on a text which the translator
has not cared to edit. This part of the manuscript; as contrasted with
the preceding one, contains many textual blunders and lacunae that
often come in the way of the smooth reading of the passages. Omissions
of expressions make the text corrupt and eventually confuse the meanings.
Hence the need for the establishment of an edited text before its transia-
tion is attempted. Mistakes in the said translation have been pointed
out in the relevant foot-notes of the English translation of the present
text, to be published separately.

The Edinburgh University copy:

Another copy of the work is preserved in the Edinburgh University
Library. The original copy, obtained on loan from Edinburgh University,
has been used for collation. In size, this copy which does not
reach the extent of the preceeding one is 9 XX 53 inches. It comprises
144 folios,* folios la and 76b being left blank. Generally it has 11 lines
(each 2% in. long) in a page. Folio 76a, however, has only two lines.
It is written on thin yellowish paper and bound in original Jeather, with
monograms embossed in golden colour. No date is mentioned in the
copy. The scribe, who does not give his name, writes in the colophon:

0350i Lily hsS ol ome EOU dmd ol LB como OlREaT 3
Glol 3 G215 5 ped Glyl aes 31 daals 5yaT i e s L5 Sy
latiay dad 5y olaily gnyd Sl s (Gaper) ‘5_,;-_.,;5‘1 4T 22 9 K73
gl ypine Oltll 3 ¢ gl Y pmall o 5 e BLYI
r_,?u_f fazy e oKl pls CI; ey Ailsn 45 ,n

He writes to say that he has taken much pains in ascertaining the authenti-
city of readings. He craves the forgiveness of the readers for any
mistake that he might have committed in copying the text.

The scribe’s colophon gives rise to some reflections on the correct-
ness of the text. He states that he has undertaken considerable
research in verifying various portions of the text. Now this is by no
means a very happy or a desirable action on the part of a scribe. This
is an extremely delicate matter, especially when the copyist is not parti-
cularly conscious of the gravity of the risk involved as he sets to
investigate historical facts contained in the work he is copying.

1 David Anderson, in his description of the manuscript (A4 descriptive
Oatalogue of the Arabic and Persian MSS. in Edinburgh University Library
Hertford, 1925, p. 105) has wrongly given the total number of the folios
to be 138,
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Extreme caution and a strong sense of integrity and responsibility
are the pre-requisitics of a copyist of historical works. In the
present case, the scribe has hardly come out with a flawless achievement.
He has committed many glaring blunders in copying certain words and
expressions. Numerous mistakes in spelling and curious diacritical
marks scem to spoil the credit of the copyist. That the scribe was not
qualified enough to ascertain orthographical correctness is clearly
" evidenced by his spelling the word .. wrongly in thc colophon.
Twice he writes it as > which, meaning ‘recovering from ebriety’, is
here completely meaningless. Somectimes he has sought to replace
certain words in the text by his own. Interpolations in all cases are
condemnable but if done by an ignorant scribe, are unpardonable.

But if there is anything really atoning for all these defects in the
copyist’s work, it is his exquisite calligraphy. His writing is comparable
with the best specimens of nasta'lig. Words are written with utmost
distinctness and the glaze of the paper and deep blackness of the ink
used adds to the sparkling appearance of the writing. Arabic words
and expressions are written in the naskh characters. The name of Nawab
‘Alivardi Khén and his various titles are almost invariably written in
red. The word @l s:il.. (referring to Sarfardz Khén) appears also
in red. Also written in similar ink are the opening words of new
paragraphs and some Arabic proverbs and dates in figures. All these
make the writing look like tastefully stringed pearls.

The opening heading, written in red, runs as follows:
=3 ea  (in black)

o sl e ol K ol Ol 3y Je El LS
k—<{3 )“:’l.g j‘ &Ib;a E‘JL‘ d}i:ia Y CFe Jlf-':a K C'/qa.-:'-_,

The expression =)t gom,-J! il ey s in black, but the diacritical
marks therein are in red. This points to the copyist’s fastidious taste
in calligraphy. Then there is a sentence: ;.= pad 5 jws = followed by
a small heading Kinr =gl Ol 63,5 Je, both in red. At the top
of the first folio there is written under D. Anderson’s name the
following:

“History of the Nabob Alivardy Cawn until the year 1164 of the
Hegyra when the Marhattas were expelled from Balasore and
Cattack.”

Another marginal note probably by the same person is seen on folio
55a. It runs thus:

“The treacherous massacre of Boscar Pundet and the chief of the
Marhatta army.”
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A slight difference is observed in the handwriting, but this hardly
points to any change of hand. Portions comprising foll. 120-127 contain
writings that are less closely written than those which precede or follow
them. But the pattern of the writing is generally the same. A further
proof of the carelessness of the scribe is found in the omission of a big
paragraph, beginning with: cusy s cas O e ASOLG OF 4o
and ending with o g 28 iies JLx 2 in the earlier part of
the manuscript. The lastpage has the following writings: el o
Ko cils Obmesyy e 5,6 - a2, Among other peculiarities worth
mentioning are:

(@) Two words are often joined together, such as ,Li=.ly (Lbla i)
33 sheald (3545 (o) = 55 dadeed (e8I ol ) - 55T dagled (555 L ls ) -
le;..&.?-.a.z.._,b (L')l; Az &-_9-3) and ‘}&L'&E o ( u“ d“.‘; ga ).

(b) Dots are frequently found to be omitted, for instance ;5=
for ;o553 —ay for cmy- (ob for b efc.

(0 Mad ( »-. ) is also not given over relevant letters; for
example, L&l (JET) - s3lal (o3UT) - olsl (o101 )= Al w7 LT ) etc.

(d) Use of the diacritical marks is very frequent, but often wrong,

for example, the copy has ¥ .J where it should be Kg , .:,JL:.; for :,JL..:_
etc.

(e) The sign .". has been used at the end of a line in order to
avoid leaving gaps. Besides, signs like..., have also been employed
for the same purpose.

The Patna University copy:

This copy has also been used in the original while collating. It is
entitled Kxn =slps Ol (5339 Al 32,6 but the colophon gives the title as
sal 2 5 QUGS . In size, it is 7 X 6% inches. It comprises 79 folios,
having fifteen lines in a page and 13 to 16 words in a line,
excluding the first and the last page, which contain 9 and 3 lines respec-
tively, the latter page written in such a way as to make a pyramidical
shape. The fly-leaf and the second page of the last folio contain names
of different owners. On the fly-leaf ‘John Havelock 1685’ can be seen
written in a somewhat blurred hand-writing. Clearly inscribed in
English is the name ‘Radamohun Boboo’, probably that of an owner.
Immediately above, some writings seem to have been deliberately
covered with ink. The left hand corner of the fly-leaf contains a seal
in Persian that reads ,, qq 42 o5 Yae Ol (John Havelock A.H. 1199).
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Above this seal there éppea,rs to have been written the title of the
manuscript, but the greater portion of it has been cut out in binding.
Only the words #;,\5 and .l can be seen.

The second page of the last folio contains different writings in
Persian and Bengali which seem to baffle all understanding. They are
mostly illegible and endings on the right edge of the paper have been
made invisible due to pastings. Despite repeated attempts, nothing
definite could be made out of the Bengali writing. All that can be
deciphered with any degree of sense is ‘Sree Sree Durga Jayati’ put
as the heading. The Persian writings on the same page are still
more difficult to read. Those on the left hand corner suggest names
of owners. Something like aK:w ;s oy seems to stand out of a bad
shikasta. Just below are words partly illegible and partly obstructed
by pastings, which seem to stand thus:

......... 35 OleRe (o3 510 daa QLS (ol S oLy ge 0y

(The dotted portion is covered by pasted papers). A little below there
is another writing in Persian much bigger in size but in a very bad
shikasta, and hence extremely difficult to read. That which is most
appealing to conjecture is made out thus:

1% r}'g').,” 4l Aw 9y (Q) L;:;_’ 3 oS o.)_,rd.glii.e a.l @JU ulif
Al rr. o g

All these names of persons are probably those of successive owners of
the manuscript. They are written visibly in different hands and inks.
This goes to show that the copy had changed many hands before it
found its way to the Patna University ‘Library. This also accounts for
the bad condition of the manuscript. The colophon, containing the
scribe’s name Mir Asad ‘Ali, consists of the following words:

Jr. Al Ja F.;b :v..i-’.? c..",qlf-.a ol S>3 al t_:_)l':' aary rl::;L_!

It ends with the letters < J 1 that seem to have been inscribed in
a different hand. Other orthographical peculiarities are noted hereunder:

(@) Words are often written in compound shapes, such as
Gla il & 5y & Obeddaike) o sraenl U 557 Aeila et

(b) Words are sometimes divided into two parts. For instance,
«l=sy i split into two, , being written at the end of a line

while s at the beginning of the next. Similarly, O!,5Y1s
is separated into Y| s and O3 .

(¢) The preposition 4; is sometimes joined with the words
following it and sometimes written separately. For example,
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(e)

0

(g

(h)

@

@

(k)
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ahadey - SlsBl - gl & - dnsBar - KEgyh - b -
Spdad 4 - deal gala a4y ete.

Letters of words have been frequently dropped, as, for
instance, ab for cib - clid for cluai- zy,m for o ..
mad (3_.) is occasionally dropped. For example,
S (eST) = Obl (OsT) - dil ( JiT ) - aul (A7)

sV (LY AT ete

mad (4..) is sometimes wrongly used, as JslsT ( Jals!) -
dol (dsl) and LeulsT (Lulsl) | )
Omission of dots is frequent as in -, ( g»—5 ) -
e (JEE ) - ©)bdos (Ssldasd ) - )6 () -
Jebl (HlB1) et

The Hindi letter & contained in names of persons or places
has been kept intact in the Persian text. For example,
AZD 54 -4,..-@8’ Wit -

Dots are often given unnecessarily. Three dots are found
to be placed on letters where two are needed or where none
is required. For instance, (i35 Jexs fOr & des. - afa for
Ao - Ola @36 for Ol el . :
Both hamza and ya have been used while there should have
been only one of the two, as in ghalie - ek - 38Y - Jaly
Galas - oydlo- Cauli- ete

Signs like . . , as in the Edinburg University copy. have been
placed at the end of a line obviously for avoiding blank

spaces considered insufficient to contain the required
words.

The Reza Library copy:

The Reza Library, Rampur, is in possession of a copy of the
work. The writer has used its photostat for collation. It is entitled,
‘Tawdrikh-i-Mahdbatjang' in the colophon, but the fly-leaf gives the
title as Td'rikh-i-Mahzibatjang’. The manuscript previously belonged
to the Ellis collection, bearing No. 429.2 The name of A. B. Ellis
appears on the title page with the date, “10.2.05” (10th February 1905).

1 Cf. C. A. Storey, Persian Literature, London, 1963, Vol. I, pt. 2, p. 1329.
Sece also Luzac’s Bibliotheca Orientalis xiv (1945) pp. 3-35, where the Ellis
collection MSS., numbering 446, have been listed for sale.
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The copy contains 75 folios,' but when counted in pages it comes
to 149, the last folio being single paged. In size, the copy is 10 X 7
inches. having 17 lines a page and 11 to 17 words a line. Folios
Ib and 42a have 11 and 16 lines respectively. The ink is deep black
and the paper thin.* The last page (fol. 75a) has seven lines, excluding
the additional four lines that constitute the colophon. The copyist
who does not mention his name says in the colophon:

ég)\:g c..<x.a Calea é.._))‘_’:" u\:ﬂ‘ G _as rUzJ O Jb/ S V.- ru Caad
S0 g iAo Al dnax i jgy Sl ((Olaay ) Oy sl pilen S
Aiua.ﬂ . 'Ul.:“ af r‘é‘ ;_,-:-\,o ........ o gt JL\..U L.AhLF *‘GL‘ - Lg“‘r'-

The spelling of the word Olz.y as Olk.y points to the scribe’s ignorance
and to his utter lack of care in the transcription. The original owner of
the manuscript, as the colophon informs us, was an Englishman whose
name is not fully decipherable.

The most significant feature about the present manuscript is its
date 24th Ramadan, A.H. 1185, which makes it the oldest copy recorded.
In view of the fact that most of the extant copies are undated, the
present one assumes considerable importance. The copy generally tallies
with the Edinburgh University, Patna University, Salar Jung Museum
and Asiatic Society copies. It contains rubrications and is bound in
red leather. It is written in fine Indian nasta'liq, with a frequent
admixture of shikasta characters. Calligraphy is onc of the most
remarkable aspects of the manuscript. As in the Edinburgh University
copy, its characters are bold and bright. This merit sufficiently
makes up for the incorrectness from which the scribe’s work suffers.
That the copyist took little care in transcribing the book is evident from
numerous mistakes, including some absurdities, which he has committed.
He seems to have done very little in maintaining the reliability of the
text. Arabic expressions, which have been overlined, are mostly
written in naskh. There are some marginal writings that are sought
to be included in the body of the text. Besides the British Museum
copy, this is the only MS. to contain headings. Another characteristic
observed is that the name of Sirdju’l-Dawlah, of all names, has
been overlined. Along with =)l yea))l &l oy at the top of Fol. 1b
are the words ) ol 3,

Omission of dots is frequent, as in s3bazs (o3Laxs) = il (L))
8! (sil81) - des (Aaf) etc. Dots have often been misused, as,
for instance, in Py W ( o ) - 8351 (_,.3)1) - ol (n,.vlgﬂ)-

A8 (a5, ) - OAsd (Oasds) etc. Absurdities committed by the

1 The title page wrongly states that the MS. has 73 folios.
2 This information has been given by Mr. I. A. ‘Arshi, Librarian, Reza Library
(Rampur), in a letter to the present writer.
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ronibe are not <aall in number, For cmmplc. al.a! has been written
for w2et o Ut for hia eetet for eleate 3875 for o8- ol
P miml o 385 for a.iar and so on. Once <X has been written in
place of =i L while Syt KU s been given in ficu of oo K4,
Oudiisien such as these confuse the meanings. as the words are just the
oppanite of the roquired ones.  Signs like > have been used to fill up
the raps at the cnd of the lines.

Fin Salir Jung Muscunm copy:

Tine copy., whene photostat the writer has used, suffers from the
sapry defect of abrupt teginning and end.  Neither the author’s name
nor the scribe’s has been mentioned. It has no colophon, but contains
tly-Teaf which gives the title as ‘T’ rikh-i-Aahdbatjang’.  The manuscript
nndoubtedly txlongs to the family of the copies belonging te Lidin-
bureh University and the Asiatic Socicty, to which it bears striking
similarity in o many respects. The copy is paginated and comif.tc. of
233 papes, vach having 13 lines. Whereas pages 26 and 122 have
T hines cuh the fnllrmmt' ones contain 10 lines each: §, 8. 10, 17, 32,
W, 46, 74, 84, 117,133, 177, 196, This variation in the number of Imc.s
o h‘ n mum] mastly by the commencement of new paragraphs on
tova paees, liesize s 9% -7 7 inches.  Although not dated, it is believed
s fave been written at the end of the 12th century ALTL and possesses
saniguity value of no small measure. On the opening page just below
a et emyndt &Y e ure the Ambic expressions (la. Tadle
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between the two copies, it can be easily gathered that they, together with
the Asiatic Society copy (with which this copy is no less identical),
constitute a single composite family of manuscripts of the Td’rikh-i-
Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi. But the Salar Jung Museum copy retains its
individual importance in so far as it offers, in many places, helpful
emendations for texts which lie corrupted in other copies of the same
family. That the copy was revised is partly evidenced by the occasional
words of corrections in comparatively small characters seen between the-
lines. Here and there we come across marginal writings meant to be
included in the main text. Orthographical characteristic of the copy are
generally found to be similar with those of the Edinburgh University
copy. Omissions of mad-over alif, and of dots and letters are not
infrequent. They are noticed respectively in weas! (CpsdT) = (gonel ( goeul)-

Aae (haz) = jldea) (GMrm)) - and in g o (nof) - e (pOel)
etc., etc. '

The Asiatic Society éopy:

The Asiatic Society, Calcutta, possesses a copy of the work, entitled
Ahwdl-i-'Alivardi Khdn’. TIn size it is 11% X 7% inches, and consists of
77 folios having 14 lines to a page and 12 to 17 words a line, excluding
the first and the last pages which contain 9 and 6 lines respectively. The
following folios, however, contain 13 lines: 16b, 26a, 3la, 32a, 36b,
40a, 43b, 47a, 47b, 58a, 64a, 72a.

The copy begins like all other manuscripts and ends similarly as well,
excepting, of course, the British Museum copy, which goes much ahead.
Though the date of the transcription is not known, it can claim little
antiquity, as compared, for instance, with the Patna University-MS.
The copy in question, however, is believed to date from the 13th century
AH. The general condition of the manuscript is fairly good. It is
written in Indian nasta'liq on thick European paper. The characters,
though generally bold and clear, tend to be cursive, somewhat resembl-
ing the British Museum copy.

The upper half of the first page contains an ornamental flourish
of three plants with flowers and leaves on a golden background. The
colours used in the design are rose, green and red. The words
el e 3l &l oy are inserted into it on the top. The vignette appears
to be faded due to lack of careful preservation. The writings on the
opening page are bordered in red and gold.

On the fly-leaf is written in Persian Ol 39 Je b,
above which is placed the English title “ The History of the Nawab

1 Ivanow, Catalogue of Persian MSS., Society Collection, Calcutta, 1924, p. 65.
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Aliverdi Cawn Soubahadar of Bengal.” Marginal notes in English,
marking different stages of the account, are found in the earlier part
of the work. They are, however, not seen after folio 27a. The preface
and the colophon are lacking and the copyist’s name is not mentioned. At
some points, the copy is found to be strikingly similar to the Edinburgh
University MS. and hence strengthens the conjecture that it may belong
to the same family of manuscripts.

Some of the folios have been badly dislocated, probably while
binding. The correct order of those folios should be: 31, 38, 39, 32-37,
40. Though the manuscript is conspicuous for the boldness of its
characters, it can hardly be considered as an ingenious and intelligent
piece of calligraphy. Certain textual errors in the copy go to indicate
that at times the scribe used his pen rather hastily and carelessly. On
the whole, the copy is good and useful, and is not guilty of any absurdity.

But omission of dots is a common occurrence as in 4 5= (L2esa)
Soba (ki)' jsina (ysike) etc. Sometimes when ‘the particle is added to
the preceding word, the final ¥ is dropped, and as a result ¢5G7 and ¢S
occur in place of KT and 4Xl; . If a single-dotted letter is preceded
or followed by a (¢ , the dots of the two letters are written together,
such as 2,e (5 (ub,r- =) 06" ((o=2%"). Madd has ofted been placed

wrongly as in OYI 't (qu Jdhy ,...l (,1) etc. Letters are occasionally
dropped asin 3T 035 (AL Ds 5 ) . The copy is generally written
in nasta‘liq, but at times shikasta character has been employed.

A notable characteristic common to all the copies described so fai
is that § is never distinguished from 2. In other words 45 always
takes the form of s . Similarly, the final y4 of a word is almost
always dotted.

TITLE OF THE WORK

It is difficult to say exactly as to what title the author had intended
for his work. Different manuscripts bear different names. Whereas the
Asiatic Society copy is entitled Ahwdl-i-'Alivardi Khdn, the Edinburgh
University copy is called T'd’rikh-i-Alivardi Khin Mahdbatjang. The
Patna University MS. names it as Td’rikh-i-Iléhvardi-Khdn Mahdbatjang,
while the Salar Jung Museum copy has the title Ahwdl-i-Mahdbatjang.
The British Museum copy, however, bears the title of Td'rikh-i-Bangdla
(‘Bangdla-’) Mahdbatjangi. . .

1 The post-colophon page of the manuscript has ‘Kitgb-i-Tawarikh Néama’' too,
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Though the titles vary from copy to copy, each one of them can
be justified, for each conforms to the subject-matter of the work, which
is the biography of Nawab ‘Alivardi Khén. But the last-named title
appears to be the most comprehensive and quite probably is the one
intended by the author. Hence the adoption of: this title for the present
edited text.

PLLAN OF THE WORK

- In the absence of the usual preface by the author we are not able to
know how actually he planned to compile the work. In fact, the writing
of the book was not done in accordance with any predetermined plan.
His accounts are based mostly on his own observations and his first-hand -
knowledge. As the author himself states in his Apology to the readers,*
his sole aim was to record the achievements and virtues of Nawib
‘Alivardi Khén, round whose activities are centred most of his other
narratives. He had completed about one-third of the work when further
writing fell into long delay that was caused by various anxieties and
tribulations, mainly physical and political. The lapse of time erased
much of his memories of the events witnessed long before. That led him
to search some old relation of ‘Alivardi, from whom he expected
to gather some information. But it was in vain. At last in Sha‘bin
A.H. 1177, he resumed the writing of the remaining portion of his work
and completed it soon. But the history of ‘Alivardi Khéan stops abruptly
in AH. 1168, one year before the Nawdb’s death, and the account of
Sirdju’l-Dawlah’s rule begins on the very next page. That the book
lacks a definite plan is shown by its abrupt beginning and end, the
absence of a preface and the prolonged gaps occurring between the
writing of different portions of the work.

SOURCES OF THE WORK

~ As the book deals with the life and achievements of a person in
whose service its author was, it is mainly based, as has already been
stated, on the latter’s personal observation.. The events which he narrates
are mostly those which he himself witnessed or knew directly from other
witnesses. Due to the long postponement after only a portion of the
work was written, the author had forgotten the exact dates of events
that occurred later on. He, therefore, remained in constant search of
some old and reliable relation of ‘Alivardi in order to acquire some
authentic information corroborated with relevant dates. But he was not
successful in his endeavours. So in A.H. 1177 when Yisuf ‘Ali went to
Allahabad, where he remained probably till his death, he took up his

1 The text, p. 52,
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pen again and resumed recording the rest of ‘Alivardi’s history without
bothering very much about the months and years of occurrences. He
completed the work in the same year. -From his Apology we learn that
he undertook to write the unfinished portion on the strength of his own
memory and in accordance with what he knew and witnessed. He says.
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In the course of his description he occasionally quotes as his authority

some of the chief participants in the events he narrates, such as ‘Abdul
Hadi Khan, Mir Ja‘far Khan, Mahdi Nithar Khan and others.?

The following beginnings of sentences go to show how he was a
witness to, or how he came to know of, certain events:
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THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE WORK

Though none of the known copies of the book contains the author’s
name, it is unanimously believed to be the work of Ytsuf ‘Ali Khan. As
stated above, the authority for ascribing the authorship of this
biography of ‘Alivardi to Yiasuf ‘Ali is Rev. J. H. Hindley, who had

The text. p. 52.

Cf., Charles Rieu, op. cit., I, p. 313.
The text, p. 9.

Ibid., p. 12.

1bid,, p. 64.

Ibid., p. 94. .

Ibid., p. 94. -

Ibid., p. 168.

Itid., p. 168.
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compiled a list of Persian manuscripts.? He affixes on fol. 18 of a
miscellaneous volume a note wherein he gives the author’s name as
“Ytasuf ‘Ali Khén, son of Ghuldm °‘Ali Khin, an intimate friend of
.Mahdbatjang.” This attribution is confirmed by other sources too and
as such is accepted by all. In fact, no scholar, writing on the period
which the work deals with, has ever brought the authorship of Yasuf ‘Ali
into question. Sir Jadunath Sarkar,* Dr. K. K. Datta,* and other noted
scholars endorse Rev. Hindley’s statement. The most convincing confirma-
tion may be found in the celebrated historical work the Siyaru’'l-Muta'akh-
khirin whose author Ghuldm Husain refers in it more than once to
Yuasuf ‘Ali Khan, to whose work he was so much indebted for his own
account of ‘Alivardi’s career and rule. As a matter of fact, Ghulam
Husain has incorporated in the Siyar sentences or passages of Yisuf
‘Alf’s memoir practically verbatim. Moreover, the style and expressions
of the present work bear evident resemblance to those of the author’s
other works, particularly the appendix of his Tadhkira where he gives a
brief notice of ‘Alivardi and his interest in poetical composition. In this
latter notice, Yusuf ‘Alf states that he intends to write a separate book on
the character and achievements of ‘Alivardi Khén, referring undoubtedly
to the present work. He says,*
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Again, in the preface of his other work, Hadigatu'l-Safd, he refers to
the compilation of the present memoir thus:?
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Hence the above external and internal evidences leave no room for
doubt about Ytsuf ‘Ali’s authorship of the Td’rikl-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbat-
© jangi. .
THE AUTHOR OF THE WORK

In spite of the singular importance of the work, its author Yasuf
“Al Khan® has not been taken proper notlce of by biographers and

1 Cf,, Charles Rieu, op. cit., II, p. 806.

Bengal Nawabs, p. 79.

‘Alivardi and his Times, pp. 277-8.

Tadhkira, Bodleian Library Copy, Foll. 442a—442b

Hadigat-al-S8afd, O.P.L. Copy, Fol. 1b,

Arthur Hughes writes ‘Nawib Yiusuf ‘Ali Khin' (See, Bengal: Past and
Present, loc. cit., p. 5). No other instance of Yusuf ‘Ali’s name being prefixed
by ‘Nawib' has yet been found.
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- hislorians. We do not possess any connccted account of Yasuf ‘Alf's
career in any historical work written so far.! This desideratum has been
further accentuated by the omission of his name in the manuscript copies
of the present work. Though the book itself has-exerted great influence
on all subsequent chronicles of ‘Alivardi Khan, its author has been
ironically left out of recognition. Even Ghuldim Iusain who was the
foremost among the beneficiarics of Yusuf ‘Ali’s writings says nothing
about the life of Yisuf ‘Ali. Rev. Hindley's note mentioned above informs
us that Yusuf ‘Ali was an intimate friend of ‘Alivardi Khan and that
he married a daughter of ‘Ald’v’l-Dawlah Sarfariz Khin. A mure
detailed account has been madc available by the endeavours of Prof.
S. H. ‘Askari of Patna who has brought to our notice a rare compendium
of the author, entitled Majnui'a-i-Yiisufi, wherein the author gives plenty
of autobiographical references.* Tt is nevertheless the internal cvidences
that constitute the main prop of the sources on which to base a
biographical account of thc author. His references to himself in the
present work are brief and occasional ; but they are amply supplemented
by information contained in his other works.

That the author was married to a daughter of Nawab Sarfardz Khén
has never been disputed. By her he had a daughter named Jériatu’l-
Zahra®* who was given in marriage to the famous ‘Ali Ibrahim Khan*
of Banaras. Yusuf ‘Ali’s father Ghulim °‘Ali Khin was a Diwén-i-
Khdlisa of Patna. He was a trusted general of ‘Alivardi and one of the
distinguished nobles of the age.* He was also an ‘Ard Begf to ‘Alivardi.
Ghuldm Husain says that he was a confidant and boon companion of
the Nawab.” He was excellent in manners and sober in temperament.
"He held an envious position among ‘Alivardi’s comrades enjoying
confidence and goodwill of the high and the low alike. Ghuldm ‘Al was
often entrusted by the Nawab with delicate and confidential assignments..
It was through his good offices that ‘Alivardi could get himself convinced
of the loyalty of his wavering and ambitious Afghan generals who were to
have defected from the Nawab’s party in the face of the Marhatta
menace. Ghuldm Husain remarks on this: ‘And truly to hear such expres-
sions at so critical a moment from a powerful and zealous friend never
fails to inspire fresh courage and to afford an additional degree of

-

Cf. the writer's article on Yusuf ‘Al Khén in JAS,, I, 1959, pp. 173-6.
See IHRC, Proceedings, Vol. XXII, 1945, pp. 45-48.
Ibid., p. 45, £.n,, 4.
" For his biography, see C.A. Storey, op. cit., p. 477.
Cf. ‘Alvardi and his Times, p. 277.
Bengal: Past and Present, loc. cit, p. 5. ‘Ard Begi is a person who presents
all petitions, either written or by word of mouth.
7 Biyar-wil-Mula’akhkhirin, Lucknow, 1866, II, p. 511.
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daringness.”™  Ghuldm “Ali again rose to the occasion when he was
commanded by ‘Alivardi to console the mutinous troops of Haidar ‘Ali
Khan, the commander of the Nawdb's light infantry, after they had
refused to accompany ‘Alivardi to Orissa to expel the Marhattas, unless
their arrear ducs were paid.* Thus we find that Yasuf ‘Ali’s father
had a very distinguished carcer. Ghuldm ‘Alf died at Allahabad in the
haveli of Ni‘mat’l-Lih on the 11th of Rajab A.H. 1177 His death
occurred when his son was under constant threat of Nawdb Mir Ja‘far,
because of his fidelity to Mir Qasim ‘Alf Khan, the former Nawab.

Like his father, Yusuf ‘Ali enjoyed enormous prestige in his time.
Being a relation of the Nawdb, he was from his youth closely associated
with him., He possessed the dual gifts of being a courtier and at the
same timc a soldier. Hc belonged to the group of the celebrities of
the age. That he was a man of wide expericnce and vast education is
amply reflected in his writings. The circle of his acquaintances was
very large. He maintained friendly relations with almost all the well-
known figures of the province. including some European officers. His
sense of devotion in matters of faith is evidenced by his dedicated attach-
ment to contemporary saints and learned men, such as Mir Muhammad
‘Ali. But what makes Yusuf ‘Ali distinguished in history are his writings
about what he saw and felt. Tt is due to his chronicles that we are able to
know the history of ‘Alivardi and his times in detail. The author was
included in the Nawab’s party that made a retreat from Burdwan after
fighting with the Marhattas. He happcned to be in that skirmish as he
had gone to reccive his father who was on the way. He says:*
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He proceeds by saying »41s bl 4 (f.e., T remember). This shows
that the author was comparatively young when he witnessed the retreat
that occurred in the spring of A.D. 1742. The vividness with which he
delincates the hazards suffered by ‘Alivardi’s army during its retreat
from Burdwan to Katwa makes the reader fecl as if he is seeing the
whole scene in a photograph. The account is so authentic and authori-
tative that later historians like Ghulim Husain have made extensive
use of it-in their descriptions to the extent of taking over some
sentences in full. Ydasuf ‘Ali participated in other campaigns led by
‘Alivardi to Mednipur and Orissa in 1749. Later when Mir Qasim

1 Siyar, Trans., I, p. 387.

2 ‘Alivardf and his Times, p. 106; the text, p. 117; Cf. Siyar, II, p. 175.
3 IHRC, Proc., loc. cit,, p. 17, fn,, 9.

4 The text, p. 41,
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became Nawab, Yusuf ‘Ali attached himself to his court and came.
under his patronage. He faithfully repaid his debt of gratitude to
Mir Qésim by retaining to the last his staunch fidelity to him. His
obedience to his master is further proved by the tribulations he under-
went in the teeth of dangerous threats from Mir Ja‘far. When Mir
Qésim was sent into exile in A.D. 1763, Ytsuf ‘Ali followed him, but his
sickness made it impossible for him to accompany his banished bencfactor
further to Oudh and Bundelkhund. From the diary contained in the
Majmui'd-i-Y usufi we gather that on the 18th of Dhi’l-Hijja, A.H. 1179,
owing to his serious illness and to the lack of information about
Mir Qésim, in whose company he had constantly becn, he bade farewell
to his friends and relatives, including ‘Ali Tbrahim Khan, and proceeded
to Patna. When he halted at Keora on the way, he sent a petition to
Nawib Mir Ja‘far Khén through his friend Dr. Fullerton, asking
permission to proceed to Murshidabad to meet his family there. The
indignant Nawdb refused the permission, but Dr. Fullerton’s repeated
urgings on behalf of the author softened his hcart, and the author under-
took his risky journey to Murshiddbad on the 14th of Rabi* IT, A.H. 1180.
But suddenly after two months Ja‘far Khan ordered the punishment of
the historian. Fortunately, Mir Muhammad “All, the venerable celebrity
of the age, interceded on his behalf and took him under his protection.
The death of Mir Ja‘far on the 14th of Sha‘bin, A.H. 1180 saved Yusuf
‘Ali from further harassment. In his old age Yusuf ‘Ali suffered severcly
from an incurable disease in the shape of gangrene.! It is not known
definitely when the author died, but the year A.H. 1195/A.D. 1781 is
considered to be the probable year of his death.*

In the present work the author makes some interesting
references to himself. We find him recalling the treacherous situation
he faced while in the Nawab’s party during its journey from Burdwan
to Katwa. Another reference is found when he modestly presents his
apology for not having substantiated his account with relevant dates.®
The reasons he enumerates for that defect are lapse of time, distractions
caused by many kinds of calamities and the indifferent treatment of Mir
Ja‘far. Then he describes briefly how he wrote the book.

Besides the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi, Yiasuf ‘Ali Khan
composed several other works that are equally authentic. They are: the
Hadigat w'l-Safd,* a Tadhkira (Memoir) of Persian poets and the
Majmii‘a-i-Y usufi, noted for its rarity. Some notices of these are given
below.

Cf. Yasuf ‘Ali's Hadiqat w’l-Safd, post-script, O.P.L. Copy, Fol. 252a.

Sir Jadunath Sarkar gives the date as 1770. See Bengal Nawabs, p. 79.
The text, pp. 51-52.

For a list of ms. copies of the work, see C.A. Storey, op. cit., pp. 139-140. .
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(@) Hadiqat 1'l-Safd:

It is a large compendium of general history from the earliest time
down to A.H. 1759/A.D. 1173. The work is divided into an Introduction,
three volumes and a Conclusion. Each volume is subdivided into several
raudahs (“meadows”), cach raudah into several dawhahs (“trees”) and
cach daulah into several ghusns (“branches™). The preface of the work
refers to some literary activitics of the author and his efforts in the course
of writing the history. The preface reveals that the author had collected
the materials for the work during the lifc time of ‘Alivardi Kh&n. Then
he was faced with many problems ( which he does not want to mention )
that stood in the way of his beginning the actual composition.! It was
only after ‘Alivardi’s death, which occurred in A.H. 1169/A.D. 1756,
that it became possible for him to take up his work. He actually
commenced his work in A.H. 1170/A.D. 17572 At the time of writing
the author refers to the year AJH. 1173 as the current year® He
complains of the lack of help from others in the writing of the work.
At one stage he was so disappointed that he thought of abandoning
the book when only a fragment of it was written. But the timely
persuasion of Mir Muhammad ‘Ali, the famous theologian and savant
of the time, who was much impressed by that unfinished picce of writing,
filled the author with hope and courage which helped him to complete
the work. In the post-script the author states that he had a mind to
continue the history of the Mughal Emperors down to Ahmad Shéh
(deposed in A.H. 1176/A.D. 1754), ‘Alamgir IT (died A.H. 1173/ AD.
1759) and Shih Alam to the cleventh year of his reign, i.e., AH. 1184/
A.D. 1771, when the author was writing the work. But his protracted
iliness prevented him from adding anything more to the volumes already
completed. He could not finish the work until A.H. 1184/A.D. 1770,
i.e., fourteen years after having begun it.  He left some scattered portions
of it to be filled in by ‘Alf Tbrdhim Khén, the wellknown writer and the
author’s son-in-law.

Though concisc and comprchensive, the work is very remarkable
for its extremely accurate chronology and its particular notices of the
learned persons of single cpochs. The third volume of the work is
written totally on the basis of Firishta’s celebrated History and tallies
with it in arrangement and other respects. The appendix of the Khdtima
is the most interesting part of the work, as it contains brief accounts
of contemporary poets who were intimately connected with the author.

1 Hadfqa, O.P.L. Copy Fol. 18, Cf. Sachau and Ethe, Qatalogue of the Persian-
Turkish, Hindustani and Pushta MSS&. in the Bodleian Library, Vol. I, Oxford,
1889, p. 59.

2 Ibid,, Foll. 1b, 11, 25-26.

s Ibid., Fol, 1b.
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In fact, the Hadigat v’l-Safd is sufficient to make its author reckoned
among the first-ranikk writers of general histories. :

(b) Tadhkira of Persian Poets: -

This memoir® of Persian poets is sometimes taken as a part of the
previous work, but is usually considered to be a separate compilation of
the author. It was, however, completed at Murshidabad in A.H. 1184/
A.D. 1770-1. 1t is a biographical dictionary comprising short alpha-
betically arranged notices of about 300 poets of Persian from the very
beginning to the author’s time. * The earliest poets mentioned in the
memoir are Abil Hasan Shahid and Ridaki and other notable poets of
the Ghaznawid period. The fullest account is given of the author’s
famous contemporary Muhammad ‘Alf Hazin, while Muhammad Husain
Naziri of Nishapur has been given a fairly long treatment. The book
abounds in many interesting quotations. But what adds to its value ..
most is the Appendix? which contains short notices of all those contem-
porary poets and litterateurs who were the author's friends. These
literary personages, who number twenty in all, are not included in the
Tadhkira of Sirdju’d-Din ‘Ali Kh4n Arzf, and they are mostly those
who lived and wrote in Bengal under Nawib, ‘Alivardi Khén. The
longest account given in it is that of the celebrated Mir Muhammad ‘Ali.

() Majmii‘a-i-Y isufi:

This work of the author was brought to light by Prof. S. H. ‘Askar{
of Patna, Tt is a rare Persian manuscript of 336 folios, written in beauti- -
ful naskh and nasta'lig, and a big compendium of information on a great
variety of topics. Besides containing some selected pieces from the
writings of eminent writers, it dwells on many subjects of historical value.
Two of its sections are particularly interesting, consisting as they do of
a diary of the itinerary of the compiler. The historical contents of the
diary relate to the events connected with Yisuf ‘Ali’s journey from
Murshidabad to Patna in the company of Mir Q4sim. The author gives -
an eye-witness account, in perfect chronological order, of the main
political events that happened in Eastern India between A.H. 1174 and
AH. 1180. There is also a very authentic description of the post-Karnal
affairs during the stay of Nadir Shéh in India. The historian also adds
some autobiographical details. Tn fact the diary is of unique importance
not only for its chronology but also for a few new facts which one finds
in it. *

~

1 Sachau and Ethe, op. cit.,, No. 118,
* Cf., Cat. Oudh MSS. No. 62, where Sprenger gives the list and an epitome
of the twenty bLiographies in the Appendix,
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THE AUTHOR AS A MAN OF LETTERS AND HISTORIAN

The Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi indicates that its author was
an erudite scholar of Arabic and Persian. Though essentially a historical
work. it shows the author in completc command of ornate Persian,
written in a forceful and flowing style. typical of the trends then in
vogue. As a literary work. it may be ranked among the finest belles-
lettres of the age. Yusuf ‘Ali never allows the rhetorical flourishes to
turn into tiresome verbosity, for he never lost sight of the fact that the
task before him was to write history in a language understandable
to all classes of rcaders. A glimpsc of the author’s poztical taste can
be had through a couplet included in the present work. His other
works, however, cspecially the Hadigat 'l-Safd, sufficiently illustrate
Yasuf ‘Ali’s inherent talent in poetry, besides his profound learning. In
the work under review the author has quoted copiously Quranic verses
and Arabic proverbs, and their uses have been quite apt to the occasion.

As a historian. Yusuf ‘Ali has acquittcd himself admirably.
Equippead as he seems to be with all the necessary qualities of a competent
chronicler, he pays just regard to the proper chronological order, authenti-
city of facts and impartiality of judgment, with a conscientious aware-
ness of his own limitations. In spite of his close association with the
Nawidib’s court, he has followed the best traditions of historiography.
Personal considerations are never found to overrule his sense of duty
as a veracious annalist. To call a spade a spade is usually the motto
of a scrupulous historian, and so is Yisuf ‘Ali’s too. He assesses different
characters as an "objective observer. True, he uses various honorific
titles and cxpressions for his patron, but these do not tend to distort
history. He has hardly shrunk from referring, for instance, to the tyranny
of the lascivious H4ji Ahmad, the incapability of the vainglorious
Sarfardz and the wickedness of the (astidious Sirj.

It is sometimes pointed out that Yusuf ‘Ali’s accounts of ‘Alivardi
are not fully impartial and that he wrote with a partisan bent of mind,
paying scant regard to, or rather at times conniving at, the misdeeds
of ‘Alivardi particularly in respect of his master Nawab Sarfaraz Khan.
This contention can be easily confuted by a reference to some of the
contents of this memoir. As the author lived constantly in the company
of Sarfaraz Khédn and was cven related to him by marriage, he was in
a position to know his foibles and the weak points in his character. He
is seldom found to abandon the ways of an impartial observer when
poised to estimate the characters of his patrons. He speaks in no
uncertain terms of his patron and father-in-law’s passion for a life of
ease and luxury. - He writes:!

1 The text, p. 8,
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After describing the good traits of his character, he pointedly refers
to. his incapacity to run his government. Another instance of his
unprejudiced outlook can be seen in his unambiguous denunciation of
cruel exactions and plunder and other misdemeanours of some of
‘Alivardi’s relations in respect of the effects of the late Naw4b Sarfariz
Khan after the battle of Giria. He says:? .
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Similarly Haji Ahmad’s highly objectionable conduct towards the
wives of the late Nawab receives all the detestation of the author. While
he speaks of the inherent virtues of ‘Alivardi, he condemns the baseness
of his closest blood relations. Had the author been actuated by the
desire to eulogise his patron at all cost, he would not have censured the
persons whom the Naw4b, his patron, held dear. As Arthur Hughes
rightly remarks, “His (Yasuf ‘Ali’s) relationship to- Nawdb Sarfardz,
combined with the service under ‘Alivardi, made him neither a whole-
hearted partisan nor a particular enemy of ‘Alivardi and his family.
He can be classed along with Karam °Ali, the author of the Muzaffar
Ndma, in independence and access to information, but is superior to
him in judgment and acuteness.”

In spite of all his virtues as an impartial observer, Yiasuf ‘Ali cannot
be described as having acted infallibly in his job. One can look into
his writings and yet find him silent on some points which lay bare certain
weak spots in the character of ‘Alivardi, illustrated particularly by the
latter’s behaviour towards Sarfardz, the son of his benefactor. According
to Yasuf .‘Ali, ‘Alivardi was driven into action which he disliked and
regretted afterwards. But why did ‘Alivardi earlier lend his ears to
the blackmailing of his unscrupulous brother ? Did he not know him
well? Did he exhaust all avenues of peace in his dealings with Sarfardz
before Giria ? These questions naturally arise in our mmds and remain
unanswered by Yisuf ‘Alf.

THE STYLE OF THE WORK

The style of prose employed by the author bears unmistakably the
stamp of the traditional patterns of medieval Persian writing, particularly
those of medieval historiography. - As he himself asserts in his Apolog
his prime object in writing the work was to record the events connected

1 The text, p. 21.
2 Bengal: Past and Present, loc, cit.,, p. 8.
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with ‘Alivardf. He wrote the major portion of the book while in a state
of anxicty and bad health. Naturally it was his least concern to adern
his writing with literary devices. He says:'
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All that he aimed at was to chronicle the events of ‘Alivardi’s time as
he witnessed or as he knew them through first-hand reports.  The manner
in which he produced the matter was essentially onc of simple and flowing
naturc. The cvents are described in a clear-cut and straightforward style.
Especially when it comes to depicting battles and expeditions he does
this with considerable freshness and vigour, often in meticulous details.
The Marhatta affairs. chgaging as they did most of the attention of
*‘Alivardi, are dealt with at great length but with much care and beauty.
The author appears to be at his best when he describes the events which
he had witnessed cither as an observer or as a participant. These eye-
witness accounts are usually accompanied with greater force and dignity.
For instance, thc happenings during ‘Alivardi’s retreat from Bardwan
to Katwa arec presented as if in a photograph. Yuasuf ‘Ali’s veracity
and impartiality as a man and historian are reflected in his style.

The use of similes and metaphors and other commonly used figures
of speech, such as murd'dtun nazir, has been profuse, as found in other
historical works of the time, But some of the figures used appear
belaboured and farfetched, giving rise to verbosity. which was one of the
striking features of the trends of contemporary Persian writing
reflected in such works as the Riyddi'l-Saldtin, the Siyariw’'l-Muta'akh-
khirin and the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla. The Muzaffar Ndma of Karam
‘Ali, however, exceeds them all in point of literary flourish and ornate
verbosity. While it cannot be said that Yasuf ‘Ali’s memoir is completely
free from verbosc and flowery expressions, the style employed by the
author does not, in any way, impair the clarity and fluency, which are
the essential characteristics of historical works of its class. At the same
time, it is hardly devoid of literary finesse. The repetitions of various
flowery cxpressions such as . Oh Oy, - =sl,il 5 sdhzel 5 syl 1)
ol dny 5,57 - ety ilgyl Glyail cwasy do not mar the beauty of an
otherwise ideal picce of representative work.

The use of Arabic expressions, including Qur’dnic verses, Tradi-
tions and proverbs has been frequent but extremely ingenious and apt.
These have been fitted into the text with much skill and grace, without
impeding the smoothness and flow of the description. But the Qur’4nic

1 The text, p. 5;. -
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verses have been slightly misquoted in some cases.” On onc such
occasion, the words &E .52V 1,555 have been incorrectly given as
K S Al Ll |

Often the narratives seem to be couched in poctic phrascology.

Using words of similar sounds and accents appears to be a favourite
literary artifice with the author. Somc of the instances arc as follows:

(a)‘ ,.s,f' )_’,,ai' dlt:“ &j}:“.! db:” uﬂ_}.’.‘.a )}Jﬁw rsae 'J v.._v‘.'?zﬁ ”f) .
Sadd Ay 3087 A 0315 5 Usise Iy cLe Cll_l‘

(D)2 5 aizls 5 Ol s Olin 3 OL) 9 o ) (i )g.i‘. sl Gib
blay a0 asily olsxi s -Ll:)_l LT Lo dlate 3 alula

s4b c:i S r\ia Ny Of plas 32 K Ay g addls il e
Cendd G geds JU g el WSy azalil ool ol ol
cible 5 ity INB aa2 bl palie o2 3yls Jolp (b e i
oatail gl o1 A il

Expressions like 3y Kby jos pla 457 K2 pew® add to the artistic
beauty of the style. His keen obscrvation, assisted by a masterly
command over words along with the ability to -usc them aptly, go to
make up his cffective descriptive power. '

A notable feature which marks Yiasuf ‘Ali's Persian as being Indian
in origin is his use of Hindi words throughout his book. In this he may
be said to have followed the convention of Indian historians of Persian
who freely used Hindi words in their Persian works while dealing with
indigenous themes. Most of the Hindi words used in the present work
are names of places or articles commonly spoken and understood by
the Indian folks. Some of thosc words are: hundi (‘a bill of exchange’),
khichri (‘a dish made of pulse and rice boiled together’), pdo (‘a quarter,
or fourth part’), chhakra (‘a cart)), rath (‘a four-wheeled bullock carriage’),
kothi (‘building), mdld (‘garland’), pdn (‘betel leaf’), kardri (dagger),
chhdoni (‘cantonment’), khirki (‘window’), -baktar (‘a coat of mail’),
ctc.,, etc. It is inferesting to nofe that these words have becn given
in their original Hindi spellings, without having ‘been converted into
Persian forms. In other words, &, 5,3, 5, and ¢» , which are not
Persian letters, have been kept intact in the book.

THE USE OF THE WORK BY LATER HISTORIANS

+ The indispensability of the work is borne out by the fact that it has
been used by the succeeding generations of historians ever since it was

1 The text, p. 72.
2 Ibid., p. 108.
3 Ibid., p. 59.
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compiled. Among those who benefited most by it was the author of
the Siyar, who utilized the present work profusely and was largely
indebted to it for his account of Nawdb ‘Alivardi Khan and his times.
For events like the Maratha invasions of Bengal and the Afghan rebellion,
Ghuldm Husain appears to be entirely dependent on the authonty of
Yasuf ‘Ali’s work. He follows it so closely that at times it is difficult
to recognise the distinction between the two accounts. Yet rarely does
Ghuldm’ Husain refer to Yasuf ‘Ali by name. While narrating the
Nawab’s journey from Bardwan to Katwa, Ghuldm Husain says:?

JQUQ J_,fu'u ol J.G r)\é ol paye ola Jﬁ L—iu_}:\ 3,88 j' J.::J'L‘.:.
o) (5),"4{5[3 A ._.,ng jJ)KJ_ o_,:r (:)-\:u) S 53" Aw 33 FUgR Y
. el

.Again, speaking of Ghuldim Mustafda Khéan’s estrangement from
‘Alivardi, he writes:?

y) Lsé_,g:b 33 el (Kia ol oK oy Ola Js uj;a_gg‘)bi:..l

ol ey Oly ) Ol e s SWSI L. SVE-JX GUARYY IO | PO

=iy L Oldhajl (839dns 5 a5 My aKes L3 LBU Hlys shals s
REER PR 1PN

A glance at the following instances of comparative passages from the
two works would evidently indicate the degree of the indebtedness of
the Siyar's author to Yasuf ‘Ali Khén:

’

(1)
@P Lol gl Gaaadi 33 Llasa asd dew 5 sl JAJ_,.\H&l.’n‘.‘. Llal
Olddle O jlanly Lados ju o Olal 35051 2 39 Ol Yis OF
pF b OF il Dy LT pelie )3 dugwe LAl cula Lol Ol
33 gl T Al cale bl Ay - oedsS el ol s s by
3 seiad Slhm b Oyl e ol ) O ‘el il dgliples
S dhe b Jibb ans o) WK Ak 5 geise s pese sz
Caaiy ol2 daze 03350y Ale 53 dia (Shay Am edeayd 35led 3y
T Y R O N Jabe 3 il (ob 51 e veenn 3ai ST oclie
Sk Oysee Gy et Gaslr oS O plie pllisil Oy 3 L3545 K5I

Siyar, I, p. 512.
Ibid,, 1T, p. 532.
The text, pp. 7-8.
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odyal By A Ayl oy LK Jle A._\_,..\Jltlgdz PO UGN} o
Jle OF @nl dn 5,5 atllplon vnsia oy bl dogs O cajhey
Coady (Ll (ke Alale Ghrsh @ilie s Jadl plyil dgade 40
Yl olba -\JJ.UIClg:.:‘. Sioxit wlale 523 aa s L2l (Gl Gljuail
SN g Lo sdesl s @,nlin 6lad s llen oSy ooy 5 (sKioeitlgm

Ll LYl

bl ply obasyy Je oo ply K il 5,5 am ‘\J_,J.Jltl'ge.t q,
plie S)loki s cals ALsldb Luays s 5 1 ¢3im Ol dgn Olus
3a Gl 3 1) Keiles Agdllpls O3l amy Lol agm b1 U
39 65w e glail 5 o1 ol A hlsa 9 peded s oo oals
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ate dnlue Jay Mo e 90 3 Sl caedy 34 digesy plidl
o 0Ll yyin 510yl 5 ole 415 Men (S (Sllhe oS 5l5ent
5l HAETTed AT edawy Kizezylgens dsll g loet AT

(1)
&:STL) o8 )B’j.’) ‘5‘:& jl b‘-\u_, C)\ap J""l » L._IL'..*;T Caala J3°
clid) Bhs odls Qs g e b g o j) bty hee ol
rtc,o lg A?:.«.o 3o d.il_,.; lg- PO L‘.‘J‘_,.Lo&lé‘ Jo 0 J_,.oJi‘jJ ")tg A.n-_,s_,
Slaojey 9 olu U&:{J\rlﬂ; QU:.a_,_, Olnd o ._(.?.Jﬂ dla ol 4
AE odd il OF wleai js Cinyd dade aSj) 0 opmabes 3 4doy
Lis pulys CarsSa 5 lyy a3 a."ho_,| Aoty (J.vl-: ..... sl rlJ

bl asa _d’b’- .JU' ;iﬂ 3 ola uﬂ:&”rlﬂ 3 U‘:*« 3 s

2

2
3

Siyar, pp. 472-473.
The text, pp. 8-9.
Siyar, p. 489.
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JUST4y 03gad E;J‘h“ Ay ol ailalys I Hlw e Hlea Comealy

co3ga,8 Uy 0peeS AU

4 The text, p. 11.
2 Siyar, p. 489.
3 The text, p. 14.



(b)*

(a)®

(b)?

(36)

O 835y (sle deome A5 S2ld Bajae Bilus s Julug iy Obs
ol 580 Jalia 3o alslas a5 5l § Lol Sl ehe do s Ol
aitdlys 1 00T eahl dals wade U Lk a5l 4 (g il
o3sni dgi b (Bhe 5 odiy gusr Azt 3l o1 G 3pa) dinlyhd
OWbes hiel b gl el LAn Tlad ST ol sz (ks
Sl 351 Ola 3 pesali Bis ply &5 cudl Ui daT,) aaildy dad
duojl g Qee A2l lode 3 L33 ohlonyy conge &5 dey el
Onymt 003 gily DMl 5 3 AT 53 T BN 3385 Ol dual gnlo
3 ple b G WS AT O Je Ol grer 3 51 e OATp
Moo 53y Gz yyor Me phdl pra 203 9 e ol Kol
oad Jier a3 oles de 55 ol alsdlsdhe sekh Al G 42
N

(V)

Aol ploes oy P SR O + Y- ISRIT RSTI1 B) [ ESNPRRY W I I
AT 313 (Papme 039e il sie bl JlE) o g =3 JlaS™ o asiy
SVl (Fayolam b 3 “douy yaed dojm 3 peiie 208 z2) 53 azil
L B OL) o0)l ofd LS ode Sl o o) Sk g abesy ool plis
JYVRETRR SRR S RO FRPRRR ey 51 el S 03l I3l e es
Jad pisn & s o2l (T Bdue a5 pls OF dii s dewy dalsii
' ,.u.,f e cad e

.\J_,Allclzu oy 1'5:“’ b le_,.. 3% 5 oyl -\w_,: Jhaml 51 Ja5
RETIORCIRTCQER PR [ PR I IR SRR PICI R gt Re e
ol 3 =8l S5 9 0seB &by 2t peise 108 o) 3 Azl A5 b
Obj ue)' ofd sl = e domko i Sbla ool ol Tyl G5y elee
2slis ‘s,u,:slﬂ.;.s, cslbl 51l jE e pjohe (o330 cgud el plot
i 9 g7 bl ol 51 OE oy ) @) A T Sl LAy da g
e qol,aikl Jaus S dnapd Sl sy é-\._v,g. e-kgé,f

1
2
3

Siyar, p. 491.
The text, p. 20.
Siyar, p. 494,
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1 Siyar, pp. 563-564.
®  The text, pp. 189-140.
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Another usc of the present work was made by the East India

Company officer Jonathan Scott, who was also Persian Secretary

1o Warren Hastings. In the second volume of his English translation®

of Ferishta’s History relating to the Deccan, Scott incorporates a

‘History of Bengal from the accession of ‘Alivardi Khan to the
year 1780,” in the preface to which he states that the history was

t Siyar, p. 589.
* Shrewsbury, 1794.
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‘compiled from a Persian manuscript.” According to C. A. Storey, this
manuscript is clearly indentifiable with the Tdr'ikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbat-
jangi} Storey's opinion that Scott’s history is a translation of the
manuscript of the present work is difficult to endorse. To cite
one of the many instances, ‘Alivardi’s trying Bardwan-to-Katwa
retreat, which the author narrates so vividly, is condensed by Scott thus:
* For threc days a running flight was kept up, during which the greatest
distress for provisions and shelters from heavy rain was experienced by
the troops of Mahdbatjang.* Morcover, the literal translations which
Scott has attempted on several occasions appear, on being compared with
the original, to be full of serious mistakes. He refers to Yusuf ‘Ali
rather a bit derisively, actusing him of ‘striving to apologize for
‘Alivardi’s usurpation’, and regards his action as the ‘effect of necessity
and self-defence’. Then he gives a translation of a few lines from the
author’s account of Nawab Sarfardz Khédn in his effort to show that
the latter’s character as a ‘moral and religious man stands high on the
pages of native history.’

Sir H. Elliott had in his rare collection of Persian historical manus-
cripts a copy of the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi.?

The first claborate use of the work in accordance with the modern
scientific méthod of historical resecarch was made by the eminent historian
Dr. Kalikinkar Datta. Dr. Datta’s treatment in respect of the manuscript
in question is certainly more exhaustive and fruitful than Scott’s. The
former spcaks of the memoir as a ‘unique storchouse of valuable historical
details, gathered by the author from personal observation and experience.’
- But his utilisation of the Persian text, on verification at many points, has
been found to be very unsatisfactory. Moreover, for his biography
of ‘Alivardi, Dr. Datta does not appear to have consulted the British
Muscum copy of Yisuf ‘Ali’s memoir, which is the most complete among
the extant copies of the work.

Sir Jadunath Sarkar, who possessed a transcript (also incomplete)
of the British Museum copy. attempted a translation which is included
in his Bengal Nawabs

The portion of the Td'rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi containing an
account of Siraju’l-Dawlah, has been used by Arthur Hughes, who has

attempted an English translation of it.* But his translation is very much
faulty and as such is highly misleading.

3 See C. A. Storey, op. cit.,, p. T17.

*  Scott, p. 326.

3 See Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1854, p. 248.

1 Bengal: Past and Present, loc. cit., pp. 6-19. The merit of this translation
as also of Sir Jadunath Sarkar's will be commented upon in the pages to
follow,

DA S



THE SO-CALLED ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE WORK

Though there have been several attempts at rendering the work
into English, none of the so-called translations is based on a corrected
text. They are mostly sketchy, incomplete and incorrect.

Jonathan Scott’s attempt, as mentioned above,. is an abridged
summary of a portion of Yasuf ‘Ali’s history. As the accounts given
in the Siyar, which was also used by Scott, and those in the Td'rikh-i-
Bangdla-i-Mahébatjangi are substantially similar, and sometimes
identical too, it is often difficult to detect as to which of the two Scottt
has actually followed at particular stages of his narrative. If his
attempted translation is that of the present text, the followmg instances
of his renderings, shown against the relevant passages, will make it clear
how far Scott has succeeded in understanding the Persian text:.

. 3
@ G gl pads o1 el clle jlasl A5 sl ol sl L
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The rebel insolently repiied, ‘That he thought it -incumbent upon °
him to destroy heretics like Mahabatjang and as the scripture faith,
‘Territory is for him who can conquer it’, there was no otcasion for
imperial grant’. He concluded by asking, By what authority was
his uncle supported in seizing Bengal, and murdering his sovereign
Sarfaraz Khan.”
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Sarfaraz Khan was a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he
possesed every incitement to voluptuousness in addition to the season

1 The text, pp. 67-68.
¢z Scott, op. cit., p. 337.
3 The text, pp. 8-9.
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of youth, yet he was not addicted to scnsual enjoyments; and during
his short government, in the course of which I was constantly with
him, I never beheld in his conduet even a tendency towards a viclous
action. But alas! he was ignorant of the arts of policy, and possessed
not an address or manners to conciliate the world, so that he became
a prey to the machinations of his enemy.!

(©F  allan plish a5 sk i plizy 425 oo Sledzal a3 QU Jxe ol
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The Navob...sent him this vaunting message: ‘Those who seek
peace from an enemy arce guided elther by a sense of their own
loss or inferlority or hopes of advantage; but, praised by God, the
heroes of the faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace
therefore depends upon this, when the lions of Islam shall to engage
the monsters of idolatory, that they shall swim in the blood of each
other, and struggle till one party shall, overpowered, heg for
quarter.:

A glance at the above instances of Scott’s translations (or mis-
translations) will convince the reader how faulty and misleading they
are. Compared with the quoted texts, the renderings appear to be full
of errors and omissions. The various expressions of the original passages
are cither omitted in translation or rendered wrongly. Hence the
historical narratives of Scott, if they arc based on any Persian work,
cannot be fully relied upon, as his knowledge of Persian was very
defective.

Secondly, we have the translation attempted by Sir Jadunath Sarkar
in his Bengal Nawabs, references to which have been made occasionally
in the preceding pages. This so-called English version falls far short
of the expected standard. Incomplete as it is, it has completely failed
to do justice to the work of translating the book. Mistakes are rampant
and omissions occur passim. Wrong equivalents are frequently
found to affect the historicity of the original text. Glaring instances
of mistranslations by Sir Jadunath Sarkar have been mentioned in the

1 Scott, op. cit., p. 315.
z The text, pp. 73-74.
3 Scott, p. 340.
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relevant footnotes of the English translation of the text, to be published
separately. In fact, the translation in question betrays the translator’s
lack of sufficient knowledge of Persian.

Arthur Hughes’ translation of a part of Yasuf ‘Alf’s work, i.c., the
part dealing with Sirdj’s history, is similarly guilty of serious mistakes. A
reference to the footnotes contained in the said translation volume at
relevant places will make it clear that Arthur Hughes’ knowledge of
Persian is far from being satisfactory. There are occasions (and they are
numerous) where he has not been able to read the passages of the text
correctly. Another characteristic of his translations is that in his
enthusiasm to give a literal rendering of the text, he has made it only
oo literal to make any sense.

- Hence none of these versions is worthy of being relied upon, since
none is based on a corrected text.

AN ERROR RECTIFIED

‘An unfortunate error, initially committed by Charles Rieu,
Cataloguer of the British Museum Persian MSS., has been misleading the
researchers. Rieu, whilé describing the contents of the British Museum
copy of the T'd’rikh-i-Bangdla-i-Mahdbatjangi,’ says of the unique portion
about Sir4j u’l-Dawlah’s rule as the rule of Shuji u’l-Dawlah,
the name of a famous Nawiab of Oudh. What is more sur-
prising is that the successor of Nawédb ‘Alivardi Khén, ie., Sirdj u’l-
Dawlah, has been called Shuji w’l-Dawlah thrice in the same note.
Without minimizing the labour of the cataloguer, it must be said that he
little knew what his error would lead to. In fact, it has thrown many who
have chanced to see the description without consulting the manuscript
itself into considerable confusion resulting in its natural consequences.
Eminent cataloguers and bibliographers are found to be guilty of blind
and unqualified following. For instance, Maulvi ‘Abdul Mugqtadir,
compiler of the Catalogue of Arabic and Persian Mss. of the Oriental
Public Library, Bankipore, while describing the Hadigatu'l-Safd,* says
about its author, Yasuf ‘Alf Khén (same as ours) that he wrote ‘a history
of the lives and administrations of ‘Alivardi Khian Mahé4batjang, and
of his successor, Shuja u’l-Dawlah’.. Again C. A. Storey® writing about
Yasuf ‘Ali says: ‘His Td'rikh-i-Mahdbatjang, a history of ‘Alivardi
Khén and his successor, Shuja w’l-Dawlah, was completed at Allahabad
in 1117/1763-4°.

See Charles Rieu, op. cit.,, p. 312.
Bankipore Catalogue, VI, No. 480, n. 68.
See C. A. Storey, op. cit,, p. 140, .

(L
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Of those who have followed the erring cataloguer of the British
Muscum MSS.. some may be said to have been inadvertant in their
mistakes, while others were perhaps unmindful of the fact that a
cataloguer is liable to err. Scholars, guided by the erroneous note,
might well have thought it useless to continue study of the history of
the Nawdb of Oudh after reading that of the Nawab of Bengal in the
preceding pages!

Thus we sec how a faulty note has created a chain of errors. Hence
‘the need of removing the long-standing confusion.

b3 apr—————— .-
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