
































R INTRODUCTION.

We have here nothing to do with the theological’

" definitions -of these two terms; we are only con-
cerned Wlth their meaning, from a literary point of .
view. And.this we can state without .reference to
Brahmanic authorities.

~ Each of the four Vedas (Rlp Yajus, Sﬁman, and
Atharvan) has a Mantra, as well.as a Brihmana por-
tion. The difference between both may be briefly+
stated as follows: That part which contains the
sacred prayers, the invocations of the different
deities, the sacred verses for chanting at the sacri-
fices, the sacrificial formulas, blessings and curses,
s prouounced by priests is called mantra,' i. e. the pro-
duce of thmkmg This word is of a very early date; '
for we find it in the Zend-Avesta in' the form of
madithra also. Tts meaning there is that of a sacred.
_prayer, or formula, to which a magical effect was
aseribed, just as to the Vedic mantras. Zoroaster
is called a maiithran, i. e. a speaker of mantras, and
one of the earliest names of the Secriptures of the
Parsis, is mafthra s'peiita, i.e. the holy prayer
(now corrupted to mansar spent).
This fact clearly shows, that the term mantra in
it proper meaning was already known at that early
period of Aryan history when the ancestors of the
Brahmans and those of the Parsis (the ancient
Iranians) lived as brother tribes -peacefully toge--
ther. ;fhis tige was anterior to the combats «of.

o

e mmtbmxt it in Goldntnle.ker i Pmlﬂ, his Place in s-:m«
mmtm," page 68,

-
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“the Devas and Asuras, which are so frequently men-

tioned in the Brihmanas, the former representing the
Hindus, the latter the Iranians.? L

At this time the whole sacred knowledge was, no
doubt, comprised by the term mantra. The Brih-
manam was unknown ; and there is actually nowhere
in the whole Zend- Avesta a word to be found which
conveys the same or a similar meaning which has
been attached to the word “ Brﬁhmanam” in the
Indian Literature.

The Braihmanam always presupposes the Mantra ;
for without the latter it would have no meaning, nay,
its ey existence would be impossible. By “ Brah-
manam” we have always to understand that part of
the Veda (Brahmanical revelation) which contains

" speculations on the meaning of the mantras, gives

precepts for their application, relates stories of their
origin in connection with that of sacrificial rites, and
explains the secret meaning of the latter. It is,
to say it in short, a kind of primitive theology and
philosophy of the Brahmans. The objects for these
theological, philosophical, grammatical, etymological,
and metrical speculations were the Mantras, and the
sacrifices, principally the great ones, for the perform- -

“ance of which- the Brahmans were actually trained,

a custom which has obtained almost up to the
present day in some parts of Indfa (such as Mahé-
Qshtra) - ;3

2 See my Essays on the BacredLan u Writings, and hdl‘kn
of the Parsis, pp. 225-20, g :
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Etymologically the word is derived from brakmédns
which properly signifies the Brahma priest who must

3 Brahmdn is :im-ived from brahma. This is an abstract noun,
in the neuter gender, of a root drik (original form bark), to which
the two.meanings ‘‘ to raise,” and ‘“to grow” are given by the
Indian grammarians. The latter thought both meanings so irrecon-
cileable that they substituted two roots br¢k. But there is cértainly
no mecessity for that. What grows, becomes bigger, and higher,
and thus ‘ rising in height,”” is a necessary cousequence of growth.
1t is, however, very doubtful whether the root brik without a pre-'
position (such as ud) can convey the meaning “to raise.” The
meaning *‘ to grow "’ is at any rate the original one. Thus derived
brahma means origi. ally *‘growth.” That this was the original
sense of the word can be proved, from other reasons also. Brahma
is the same word, in every respect, as the hares'ma of the Zends
Avesta, the h of Sanscrit being changed according to the phonetical
laws of the Zend grammar, into a sibilant. This means a bunch of
igs tied together by a reed which is used up to the present day
by the Parsi prigsts when performing the Homa ceremony. The
Brahmans use at all their sacrifices a bunch of kus'a grass which is
also tied together. They call it Veda (see As'v. ST. 8. 1, 11
vedam patnydi pradiye vichayet i. e. after having handed over
to the wife of the sacrificer that bunch of kus’a grass, which is
called Veda, he should make her repeat this mantra, &c). Veda
is a synonymeus word for bruhma; for the latter term is ofien
explained by veda (so does Kaiyata in his notes on Patafijali’s
explanation of Panini’s Sitra 6, 8, 86, in the Mahébhéshya), and
thus identified with the designation of the whole body of sacred
knowledge of the Brahmans. In the Nighantavas, the ancient col-
lection of Vedic words, brahma occurs twice, once a8 & name for
¢ food ”’ (2, 7), and another time as that for ‘‘wealth.”” Both these
meanings, principally the formor, can casily be connected with that
of *“‘growth,” They appear to be founded on passages of the
Brihmanas, where i8 said, that the Brahma is food. In the Samhité,
however, these meanings arc never te be met with; but from this |
circumstance it certainly does not follow that they never existed.
The meaning attached to the word in the Saihitii appears to be that
of “‘sacred hymn, chant.” Sdyana explains it often by stotra, i. e.
the performance of the Bimu chanters (see hie Commentary on
Rigveda, 7, 22, 9) or by stotrdni havimshicha (7, 28, 1) i, e.. chants
and offerings. This meaning is, however, not the original one, and
does evengs the Safjyjgitd hardly express its proper sense. It conngt
be an equivalent either for mantra, or sdman, or stofram, or haws,
and if it appear to be used in one, of these senses, it means their
common source ; for the hymn, repeated by the Hotar, as well as
the chant of the Sdma singers, and the dblations given to the fire
by the Adhvaryu, are all equally yadé sacred by mceans of their
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know all Vedas, and understand the whole course
and meaning of the sacrifice. He is supposed to'be a
perfect master of divinity, and has in this capacity to
direot and' superintend the sacrificial ceremonies.
The most eminent of this class of priests laid down
rules for the proper performance of sacrificial rites,
explained them, and defended their own opinions, on
such topics against those of their antagonists ; more-
over they delighted in speculations on matters of a
more universal character, on this life, and that life,
on the best means of securing wealth, progeny, fame,
heaven, &c., on mind, soul, salvation, the Supreme
Being; the dictum of such a Brahma priest who
passed as a great authority, was calledwa Brahmanam.

participation in the brahma. Such expressions as, ‘“to make the
brahma,” ““to stir up the brahma,” (bralma jiyvati) throw some
light on its nature. They show {as one may clearly see from such
passages as Taittiriya Brihmanam 1, 1) that it was regarded as
a latent power, like electricity, which was to be stirred up at the
time of the performance of a ceremony. The apparatus were the
sacred vessels, or the hymns, or chants. So, at a certain
ceremony &t the morning libation of the Soma feast, the Adhvaryu
and Pratipasthitar put the two Grahas (Noma caps), called S'ukra
and Manthi (see Ait. Br. 3, 1) together, and address them in the
following way, ‘‘ Put, ye two (Grahas)! together the Brahma;
may ye stir it up for me,”’ &e. (Taittir. Br. 1, 1)." This evidently
means, that these two Grahas are put together for the purpose of
eliciting the Brahma-power, and all the other powers, dependey!
upon it, such as the Kshattram, &c. The presence of the brah:
at every sacrifice is necessary ; for it is the .invisible link connecting
the ceremony performed with the fruits wished for, sueh as sove-
reignty, leadership, cattle, food, &e. b

. Itis, as we have seen, symbolically represented by a bunch of
kus'a grass, which is always wandering fiom oge person another,
ay long as the sacrifice lasts. It expresses the producti®™® power in
nature, which manifests itself in the growth of plants, and all other
creatures. The sacrificer wishes by means of the mystical process
of the sacrifice to get hold of it ; for only then he is sure of obtaining
anything he might wish for. ’

&
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Strictly speaking, only the rule regarding the perform- -
ance of a particular rite,* or the authoritative opinion
on a,certain point of speculative theology went by
this name, and we have accordingly in the works
called Brahmanas, nothing more or less than collec-
tions of the dicta of those Brahma priests on the
topics mentioned. Afterwards the term Brahmanam,
which originally signified only a single dictum, was
"applied to the whole collection.

In a still more comprehensive sense we have to
understand by “ Brdhmana,” a whole kind of litera-:
ture, including the so-called Aranyakas and Upam-
shads.

Each Veda has a Brahmanam, or collection of the
dicta of Brahma priests, of its own. But they also
show. in style, expression, line of argument, and ob-
ject and tendéhcy of their speculations, such a close
affinity, and even identity, that the common origin
of all Brahmanas is indisputable. They owe mainly
their origin to those Brahmans who comstituted
themselves into regular sacrificial congregations, in
order to perform the so-called Saftras or sacrificial
sessioné, some of which could last for many years.
The legendary history of India knows of such sessions
which are said to have lasted, for one hundred, and
even ong thousand years.? "l‘hough these reports

23

4 So u.forjnstanco, the rules given for the repetition of the
Dirohanam (4, 19) quoted as a ‘‘ Brihmanam” (in 6, 25). See
also 8,2,

© See Mahabhfrata 3, 10518, where a Sattra, Ish{dkrita by name,
is mentioned as lasting for one thousand years.
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are extravagant, they undoybtedly show that there
was a time in Hindostan when large bodies of
‘Brahmans “spent almost their whole lives in sacri-
ficing.* This time is to be sought for at a very early
period of Indian history; for the Brihmanas with
their frequent allusions and references to the Sattras
of the Rishis on the banks of the Sarasvati, and
those held by the half mythical Afigirad#and by the
Adityas (a class of gods), or even by the cows, trees,
snakes, &c., presuppose their existence from times
immemorial. Likewise we find in the Mahébhérata
frequent mention made of fhese sacrificial sessions
which constitute one of the characteristic features
of the earliest Brahmanic settlemgnts in the north-
west of Hindostan. Itis chiefly at these Sattras
that we have to look for the development and re-
finement of the sacrificial art, and the establish-
ment of certain rules regarding the performance of
sacrificial ceremonies.

When the Brahmanas were brought into that form,
in which we possess them now, not only the whole
kalpa (i. e. the way of performing the sacrificial cere-
monies) was settled, save some minor points, but
even the symbolical and mystical meaning of the
majority of rites. It took, no doubt, many centuries
before the almost endless number of rites and cere-
monies, and their bewildering complications could
form themselves into such a regular system of
sacrificial rules, as we find already exhibifed in the
Brahmanas. For the Sitras which belong to each
class of Brahmanas generally contain nothing novel,
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no innovation in the sagriﬁciaf art; they supply only
the external form to a system which is already com-
plete in the Bréhmanas, and serve as text books to:
the sacrificial priests. And even in their arrangement
they follow often their Brihmanas to which they
*belong. o for instance the. fourth, fifth, and sixth
Adhyayas of the As’valiyana Sitras, which treat of
the Agnish#oma, Soma sacrifice, and its modifice-
tions, Ukthya, Sholasi, and Atiritra, closely
correspond to the.three first books, and the two first
chapters of the fourth, of the Aitareya Brihmanam ;
and the seventh and eighth Adhyaya of those Sttras
treat exactly of the same subjects, as the three last
chapters of the .fourth book, and the fifth and
sixth books of our Brihmanam, viz. on the various
parts of the Sattras, or sacrificial sessions, and
the numerous recitations required for their per-
formance. In many passages, the Aitareya Brih-
manam and the As’valdyana Sdtras even literally
agree. The latter could, from their very nature as a
“ string of rules” for the guidance of the sacrificial
priests, dispense with almost all the numerous spe-
culations of the meaning and effect of certain verses
and rites, and all points of controversy in which
some of the Brihmanas abound; but as regards
the actual performance of rites, what mantras were
required at certain occasions, and in what way
they were to be repeated, the Siitras must give much
more defail and be far more complete than the
Brihmanas. From this nature of both classes of
works, and the relation in which thev stand to one
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another, it would not*be difficult to show, that both
might have originated at the same time. Panini
*distinguishes between old and new Brahmanas as well
as between old and new Kalpa works (Sitras). The
strict distinction between a Brahmana #nd Sitra
period is, on a closer inquiry, hardly tenable. The*
Brihrganas were only more complete collections of
the same traditional stock which was in &xistence on
the sacrificial art and its meaning than the Sitras,
which were compiled for practicalgpurposes only.

We may safely conclude from the complicated na-
tare and the multitude of the Brahminicul sacrifices
which were already developed and almost complete at
the time of the composition of the Vedic hymns, not
only at that of the Brahmanas, that the compilation
of sacrificial manuals containing all the rules for the
actual performance of the duties of a certain class
of priests (such as the Hotris or repeaters of the
Rik verses, the Udgitris, the chanters of the Rik
verses, and the Adhvaryus, the manual labourers and
sacred cooks), was quite necessary at a very early
time, certainly not posterior to the collection of the
Mantras and the dicta of the Brahma pries.ts into
separate works. .

The Satras contain many special rules which will
be in vain sought for in the Brihmanas, but which
are there simply presupposed. Sowe do not find,
for instance, the description of the Dars’aplrnzama ishti
(the New and Full Moon sacrifice), or that of the ,
Chéturmisya-ishti, in the Aitareya Brihmanam,
though their names are occasionally mentioned, but
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we find them in the As’valéya‘:la Shtras. The recital
of the Simidheni verses (required when kindling the
fire at the commencement of any sacrificial rite) ie
briefly mentioned in the Brébmaras, but minutely
described in the Sitras (1,2). That they were left

wout in the Brihmanam cannot be accounted for by
assuming that their exposition was alien’ to the pur-
pose of its author, or that they were unknown to him,
but only by believing, that they were regarded as too
trivial matters, tog commonly known to deserve any
special notice on his part. Certain modifications in
repeating mantras (required at the great Soma sacri-
fices), such as the Ddrohanam, the Nydikha, the
peculiar construction and repetition of the Sholas’i
and Védlakhilya Shastras, &c. are in the Brdhmanam
almost as minutely and accurately described, as we
find them in the Siitras (compare, for instance, Ait.
Br. 4, 19 with As’v. 57. 8. 8,2). This clearly shows
that the authors of the Brihmanas knew as well all
the details of the sacrificial art, as the compilers of
the Shtras. The circumstance that many such things,
as the recital of the SAmidheni verses, &c. were
left out in the Brihmanam, though they are neither
very simple to comprehend, nor were they unknhown,
entitles us to assume that they were taught in sepa-
rate treatises, which could be nothing else than works
like the present Satras.

The Sitras which we possess at present are, no
doubt, posterior to the Brihmanas to which they
belong; but there is every reason to believe that
there were Sdtras more ancient, and simple in their
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style, which served the authors of the present ones as
sources of information, and these.works may have
been coeval with the majority of our Brihmanas.

Although we cannot discover any material difference
between the Brihmanas and the Sftras so as to
regard the latter as developing and systematizing the’
ideas contathed in the former, as is the case with the
Vedénta philosophy in reference to the Upanishads,
yet there @xists one between the Brahmanas, and the
Mantras and hymns. This difference is, however,
not very great, and can be accounted fer partially from
other causes than that of age. Already the hymns
presuppose®@ settled ritual, and contain many specu-
lative ideas similar to those of the Brahmanas.

Some®scholars hold that the occurrence of sacri-
ficial terms, or of philosophical and mystical ideas
are suggestive of the late date of the hymn in whick
they are found. But these circumstances do by mo
means afford any sure test as to the relative age of
the Vedic hymns. One has even drawn a strict line
of distinction between a Mantra and Chhandas period,
assigning to the former all the sacrificial hynins, to
the latter those expressive of religious and devo-
tional . feelings in general, without any reference to
sacrificial rites. But I have grave doubts whether
this distinction will prove tenable on further inqui-
ries, chiefly if this question as to the age of a cer-
tain hymn is made entirely to depend upon what
period (the Mantra or Chhandas period) it rmcrht
belong to. There are sacrificial hymns which, to
judge from their style and their general ideas, must
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be as ancient as any which have been assigned to
the Chhandas period.

.I may instance here the hymn required at the*
hors¢ sacrifice (Rigveda, 1, 162) and the Né4bhéine-
dishtha S(kta (10, 61; on its origin, see Ait. Br.
5,14). The former is assigned by Max Miiller ®
to the Mantra period (between 1000-890) on no
other ground but because of its containing technis
cal terms of the sacyificial art. But tMis reason
is certainly not sufficient ‘to make it late. On
the contrary its rather unpolished style, its poor
imagery, its beginning with the invocation of the
*most ancient triad of Indian gode, Mitra,
Varuna, and Aryaman, the very names of which
.deities are even to be met with. kindred *hations,
such as the Iranians and Greeks, the mentioning of
several sacrificial priests by obsolete and uncommon
names,—all these circumstances combined tend to
show, that it is rather one of the earliest than ome of
the latest productions of Vedic poetry. We find
in it the sacrificial art, if compared with its descrip-
tion in the Brahmanas, in its infancy, yet containing
all the germs of the later system. Because of almost
all incidents attendant upona sacrifice being men-
tioned in this hymn, it affords us the best means for
investigating into the extent and development gf the
sacrificial art at the time of its compgsition. Let us
point out some of the most remarkable facts which
may be elicited from it.

3

¢ History of Aucjent Sanscrit Literature, page 553,
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In the fifth verse the names” of the performing
priests arggmentioned. Tley are only six in number,
. viz. Hotar, Adhvaryu, Avayij, Agnimindha, Gra-
vagrdbha, and Safistar. Four of these names are
quite uncommon or obsolete. Avaya) is the Prati-
prasthatar, Agnimindha (the fire-kindler) the Agni-
dhra, Grivagribha the Gréavastut, and S’aistar the
Maitravaruna of the Briahmanas. The small number
of priests.at the horse sacrifice (as vamedlm), which
was at later times, as we may learn from descrlptwns
given of it in the epic poems, the greatest, most
complicated and costly which the Brahmans used to
perform, mpst surprise, principally if we consider, that
the Agnishtoma, which was the most simple Soma
sacrifice, reqlﬂregifor its performance already at the
time of the Bridhmanas, and even anterior to ft
sixteen officiating priests.

There can be no doubt that in the most ancient
times a comparatively small number of priests was
suflicient for the performance of a simple animal or
Soma saciifice. The two most ancient offices were
those of the Hotar and Adhvaryu ; they were known
already when the ancient Iranians separated from the
ancestors of the Hindus; for we easily recognise
them by the names Zot« and Rathwi (now corrupted
to Rgspi) in the Zend-Avesta.

The Pratiprasthitar appears to have been an
assistant of the Adjvaryu from a verv remote
time; for we find the two As’vins called the
two Adhvaryus (Ait. Br. 1,18), by which ex-
pression we can only understand the Adhvaryy and

c
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his constant assistant the Pratiprasthétar. That
there was a plurality of Adhvaryus alregdy at the
time of the Rishis, we may learn from several pas-
sages of the Samhits of the Rigveda (2,37,2; 8, 2, 4).
~ The fourth;priest here mentioned is the Agnidhra;
for by the term Agnimindha we can only under-
stand him. His office appears to be very old and
he is once mentioned by his.very name Agnidhrd
in a Vedic song (2, 36, 4). Besides we meet with
the well known formula which he has, as the pro-
teotor of (he sacrifice, to repeat as often as the
Adhvaryu commences a set of ablations accom-
panied by the Anuvikyd and Yajya mantras of the
Hotar. This is astu srdushut (1, 139,, 1), which he
has to repeat when the Adhvaryuealls upon him to
do so, by the formula 6 srdvaya.” Before he repeats
it, he takes a wooden sword, called sphya® into his
hand, and ties round it twelve stalks of kus'a grags,
called idhmasanhahandni (what is tied round the
wood) making three knots (t‘risandhana). He must
hold it up as long as the principal offerings last, from

7 This formula is repeated just before the commencement of the
so-called Prayijas. As‘val. 8. 8. 1, 4, gives the following rules:
Adkvaryur asrdvayati pratyds’dvayed dgnidhrah, i e. the Adh-
varyu calls, 8 87dvaya, to which the Agnidhra responds by astu
#rdushat. Both formulas are mentioned or alluded to in two Sttras

* wof l’#nim (8, 2,,.91-92), who teaches that the'first vowel in s'r@shat,
and "the first and second in 4 §7dvaya are to be pronounted in
the plufa way, 1. 6. with three moras, Regarding ¢7dushat” Asval.
gives the same rule (astu #'rdushat iti aukaram plévayan); but
the pronuneiation of ¢ 8'révaya he dogggnot particularly mention,

¢ (ther*interpretations have been given of this word by European
scholars. But being myself in possession of a sphya, and having seen
its uso at the sacrifice, I can prove beyond any doubt, that it ise
wooden sword,
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the time of the beginning of the Prayajas till the
Svishtakrit is over. The purpose of this act as ex-.
- plained by the, Shrotriyas (sacrificial priests) of the
present day is to keep the Rakshas and evil spirits away
from the sacrifice. Now the whole ceremony, along
with the formulas’ used, resembles so closgly what
ip recorded in the Zend-Avesta of the angel Sraosha
¢{now .called Serosh), that we can fairly conclude that
the office, or at any rate the duties, of the Agpidhra
picsts were already knovwg to the Aryas before the
Iranians 8eparated from the Indians. Serosh, as
may be seen frongthe Serosh Yasht (Yas'na 57), holds
in his hand a sword (snaithis) in order to fight
against the Devas, and to keep them away from the
creation of Ormazd. He first spread the sacred grass
or twigs; he first repeated (frasrdvayat) the sacred
prayers. Ilis very name S’raosha reminds of the
call sraushat. One of the duties of the Agnidhra,
or Agnit, was to kindle the fire. @uch an office is
known also to the Parsi ritual. It is that of the
Atarevaksho, i. e.-who®eeds the fire, a name often
applied to the Rathwi, in which we have recognised
the 4dhvaryu.

The fifth priest is the Grdvagrdbha, a name no
further mentioned in other Vedic books. Sayana
identifies him with the Grévastut? of thes ceremopial#
of th® Brihmanas. The office of the latter is to
repeat the Pavaminya verses when the Soma juice

- i8 being.prepared. But the name Grivagribha

2 On his office, see 6, 1-2, pp. 379-80.
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implies more, for it means, one who holds, or seizes
the Grivanas ' (Soma squeezing stones). This is
done by the Adhvaryu himself. Ihg,ancient times .
the Soma jhice was very likely extracted by that
priest who had to repeat the mantras for the purifi-
cation of %the Soma juice, that is, by the Gravastut.
Such a priest who was engaged in the preparation qf
the Soma (Homa) juice is also known in the Zends
Avesta, His name there is havanan, 1! i, e. one who
makes or prepares the kavgga = savana * libation.” ®
The sixth priest mentioned in the As'vamedha
hymn is the S’aiistar, i. e. the reppater of Shastras.
This is no doubt the Maitrdvaruna of the later ritual,
who is several times mentioned by the name of
Pras'dstar in other passages of the Samhita (1, 94, 6)
and in the Brihmanas, Shyana takes the sam view.
Besides the names of the officiating priests, we
have to examine some of the technical terms of the
sacrificial art, M the 15th verse we find the expres-

10 Sce the mnote on the prepargm of the Soma to 7, 82
pp. 488-90, w
1 See Vis'parad 3, 1. The term havana occurs in the Qathés for
Homa (Yasna, 10).  That it means the same as i‘he Vedic gevane
with which it is identical follows unmistakeably from the context.
A f1atarem havanem and an uparem havanem, thatis,.a first and
second libation, are even distinguished (Yasna 10, 2 ed. Westergaard).
The fratarem havanem is the prdtah savanam, i, 6. morning libation
%i‘tg vitual bosks ; the wparem, i. c. latter, following, corresponds

to the mddhyandine savanam. The Parsi priests prepargy up to
the present day actually the Homa juice fwice when performing the
Horoa ceremony. The first preparation takes place before the Zota
(the HMotar of the Biahmnans) appears; the second commences at
the beginning of the proper ceremony, and is finished @ with it.
The Zota drinks the Homa which was prepared first by the Haspi
(Adhvaryu); that one prepared during the ceremony is thrown into
a well as a kind of offering,

IS
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sions, ishtam, vitam, abhigirtam, vashatkritam, which
all refer to the repetition of the Yajyd mantra by
*the Hotar when the Adhvaryu is ready to throw the
offeting into the fire. Ishtam is the technical term
for pronouncing the Yéjya mantra itself; abjigdriam,
which is the same as dgdirtam, signifies the formula
ye yajdmahe (generally called dgur) which always
precedes the Yajya verse; vashathritam is the pro-
nunciation of the formula vdushat at the end, of the
Y4jya verse; vitam refersso the formula Agne viki,
which follows the raskatkdra, and is itself followed
by another vasha#kdra (the so-called Anuvaghatkira).

Let us now sum up the evidence furnished by
this sacrificial hymn as bearing upon the history of
the sacrificial art in its relationship to the mass of
other Vedic songs on the oue, and to the Brahmanas
on the other side.

In examining the names of the officiating priests,
we can here discover only two clasfes instead of the
four, known to other Ygdic hymns, and principally
to the Brahmanas. We have only Adhvaryus and
Hotris, but no Brahma priests, and no Udgétris
(chanters). Without the two latter classes no solemn
sacrifice at which Soma was used could be per-
formed even at a time far anterior to the Brahmanas,
Ther% is no doubt, the introduction of ehch of these’
two classes marks a new epoch in the history of
‘the sacrificial art, just as the separatiom of the
offices of Adhvaryu and Hotar in the ante-‘{aaie
times, indicates the first step in the development of
the art of sacrificing, At that early time when the
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Iranians left their Indian brethren on account of a
Mbitter religious contest, which is known in the Brah-
manas as the struggle between the Devas and Asuras,
alveady the offices of an Adhvaryu and Hotar were
distinct, as we may learn from the Zend-Avesta,
which exhibits the religion of the Asuras (Ahura
religion, its professors calling themselves ahuro-
thésho=asura-diksha, i. e. initiated into the Asura’
rites),

But the offices of Udgatris and that of the Brahma
priests were not known to the Aryas at that time ; they
were iniroduced subsequently aftef the separation.
In many Vedic hymns we find, however, the duties
principally of the former class (the chanters) men-
tioned. They are often juxtaposed with those of the
Hotars. The term for the performance of the Hotri-'
priests is s'aiis, to praise, recite; that for that of the
Udghtris stu or gdi to sing (see, for instance, Rigveda
Safh. 8, 1, 1; 6, 62, 5; 6, 69, 2-3) ; besides the tech-
nical names uktha==Shastra gnd Stoma, sima, are
frequently to be met with (see 8, 1,15; 3, 3. 6;6,3;
16,9; 14,11; 6, 24,7 &c.) Now the absence of all
such terms, indicatory of the functions of the Udgéa-
tris (chanters) in the As’vamedha hymn is certainly
remarkable. Their not occurring might, perhaps, be
‘a¢counted for by the supposition, that the chanters
were not required at the horse sacrifice. It is true
several smaller sacrifices, such as the Dars’ap(rna-
mdsa, the Chiturmésya Ishtis and the animal sacri-

. fice (if performed apart without forming part of a
Soma sacrifice) are performed without any chanting ;
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but for Soma sacrifices of whatever description, the
chanters are as indispensable as the Hotars. That
*the As'vamedha was connected with a Soma sacri-
fice' already at the time of the composition of the
hymn in question, undoubtedly follows from the
office of Grdvagribha being mentioned in it; for this
priest is only required for the extracting of the Soma
juice, and has nothing whatever to do with any other
sacrificial rite. The mentioning of the S‘ammstar
(Maitrivaruna) is another indication that the As'va-
medha already at that early time was accompanied
by & Soma sacrifite. For one of the principal duties
of the Maitrivaruna, who may be called the first
assistant of the Hotar, is to repeat Shastras, which
are only required at Soma sacrifices as the necessary
accompaniments of all chants.

Besides the Udgéitris we miss the class of the
Brahmia priests, viz. Brahmf, Brihmanichafnsi, and
Subrahmanyé, whose services are required at all
great sacrifices. The Beahmi can not, even at small
sacrifices, such as the Darsaplirnamésa Ishti, be
dispensed with, The Brdhmanéchamsi and Subrah-
manya are at Soma sacrifices as indispensable as the
Maitrivaruna ; the firet has to repeat also Shastras
for the chants, the latter to invite every day Indra to
the Soma feast (see the note to 6, 3, pp. 382-84).

The introduction” of the Brahmé priest marks no
doubt a new era in the history of the sacrificial art;

12 According to As‘val. 8. Sttras (10, 8) there are three So
days (sutydni) vequired for the horse sucrifice. oma
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for to judge from the nagure of his duties as super-
interident of the sacrifical ceremonies, he was only
necessary at a time when the sacrifice had become
already very complicated, and was liable to’many
mistakes. The origin of the office dates earlier than
the Brahmanas. Unmistakeable traces of 1t are to be
found already in the Samhita of the Rigveda. In one
passage 1, 10, 1, the Brahmé priests (brakmdnas) are’
juxtaposed with the Hotris (arkinak) and Udghtris
(gdyatrinak). They are there said to * raiseé Indra
justas (oneraises) a reed.” Similarly we find together
ydijatu chant, s'ais ata praise, and brakma kripuia
make the Brahma (8, 32, 17). In 10, 91, 10 the
Brahm4 is mentioned along with other priests also,
such as the Potar, Neshtar, &c. The little work done
by the Brahma priests, or rather their idleness, is
mentioned, 8, 92, 30, “ do not be as lazy as a Brahma
priest” (mo shu brahmeva tandrayur bkuvak). That the
Brahmaé priests were thus reproached may clearly be
sgen from Ait. Brahm. 5, 34. The Brahmé priest is
the speaker or expounder of religious matters (10, 71,
11; 117, 8), in which capacity they became the authors
of the Brohmanas, That the Brahmé was expected to
know all secret things may be inferred from several
passages (10, 85, 3; 16; 35 ; 36). Brihaspati, the
teacher of the gods, is also called drakmd (10, 143, 3),
and Ae¢ni is honoured with the same name (7, 7, 5),
as well as his pious worshippers of old, the so-called
Afigirasah (7, 42, 1). Sometimes the name signifies
the Brahman as distinguished from the Kshattriya
(brakmani rdjani vd 1..108. 7).
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It is certainly remarkable gfhat none of the Brah.mﬁ.
priests is to be found among the priests enumerated
*in the As’vamedha hymn, and we may safely con-
clude, that their offices were not known at that time.
The word braima (neuter) itself occurs in it (in the
seventeenth verse), “If any one in order to make
thee sit did thee harm by kicking thee with his heels,
or striking thee with a whip violenfly so that thou
didst snort, 1 cause all to go off from thee by means
of the *Brahma, just as 1 make flow (the drops of
melted butter) by means of a Sruch (sacrificial spoon)
over the piece which is among the ready-made offer-
ings (adhvarcshu).”  Brahma has here very likely
its original meaning, “the sacrificial grass” or a cer-
tain bunch of it (seethe note on pages 4, 5). For the
meaning “prayer,” which is here giverrto it by Sayana,
does not suit the simile. In order to understand it
fully, one has to bear in mind that the Adhvaryu after
having cooked and made ready any otfering (Purods’a
or flesh, or Charu, &c.) generally pours from a Sruch
some drops of melted butter over it. Nowe tift
bralma by means of which the priest is to soothe all
injury which the sacrificial horse may have received
from kicking orstriking, is compared with this Sruch ;
the drops of melted butter are then the several stalks
of the bunch of the sacrificial grass, required at all sa-
crifices and their taking out, and throwing away (as
isdone at all sacrifices, see note 8 to page 78) is
compared to the flowing of the drops from the
sacrificial spoon.

Not only is the number of priests less, but the
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ceremonies are also mqge simple. It appears from
verse 15th, that there was no Puronuvikyé or intro-
ductory mantra required, but the Yijyh alone was
sufficient. The latter consisted already of the same
parts as in the Brihmanas, viz. the Agur, the Yajya
mantra, the Vashatkara and Anuvashatkéra (see note
32 to page 95, page 126, and note 11 to page 133-34).
The Agur or th& introductory formula ye yajdmahé
i. e. “ what (gods are), those we worship by sacrific-
.ing,” is very ancient, and seems to go back even
beyond the properly so-called Vedic times ; for we
meet it fven with the same name already in the Zend-
Avesta Ysee note 11 to page 134); even a large
number of the Parsi prayer formulas commence with
it up to this day, viz. yazdmaidé. The Vashatkéira
or the call vdushat, and the Anuvashatkéra, or the
second call vdushat preceded by Agne vihi, i.e.
“ Agni eat (the food)” must be also very old, though
we do not find any trace of them in the Parsi ritual,
which circumstance can be, however, easily accounted
for. - The first call wdushat being requirea in the
very moment of the offering being thrown into the
fire, and the second at once after it, there was no
occasion for them at the Zoroastrian sacrifices; for
the priests are not allowed to throw flesh, or Homa,
or even cakes into the fire; they have only to show
their offerings to the sacred element. In the Sam-
hith .tself, the Vashatkéra is frequently mentioned,
and in hymns which show by no means a modern
origin (see 1, 14, §; 120,4; 21,5;7,14,3; 15,6 ;
99, 7 &c); some of them apparently allude to the
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Anuvashatkara, (so, for instgnce, 7, 156, semdm vetu
vashathritim, may he eat this piece offered by the
.call vdushat ! vi (in vihi) being one of the character-
istic terms of the Anruvashathdra).

From all we have seen as yet it clearly follows
that the As’vamedha hymn is*by no means a late,
but a very early production of Vedic poetry, and
that consequently a strict distinction between a
Chhandas and Mantra period, making the former by
abont two hundred years older than the latter, is
hardly admissible.

The same result is to be gained from a mgye close
examination of other pre-eminently sacrificial hymns,
» which all would fall under the Mantra period. There
being here no occasion to investigate into all hymns
of that character, I will only here make some remarks
on the Néabhanedishtha hymns (10, 61-62). Their
history is given in the Ait. Brahm. itself (5, A34).
They are traced to Manu, the progenitor ofhe human
race, who gave them to his son Nébhanedishtha.
He should communicate them to the Afigiras, for
enabling them to perform successfully the ceremonies
of the sixth day (in the Shalaha, see note 9 to page
279), and receive all their property as a sacrificial
reward.
This whole story appears to have no other founda-
tion'® but the two hymns themselves, principally the

.

»

13 It is to be found also with little difference in the Taittiriya
Ramhitd 8, 1, 9, 4-6. Instead of the two Stiktas (bymns) Mann
there is said to have given his son a Brihmanam on a certain rite
concerning the share of Rudra. in the Soma libation, to help the
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latter. The first is very difficult to understand, the
second is on the whole simple. Both are by tradi-
tion ascribed to Néabhanedishtha, the son of Manu,.
whose existence is very doubtful. - They differ so
much in style, that chey cannot have the same author.
Several traits of the legend, however, are to be found
in them. The refrain of the first four verses of 10, 62
which is addressed to the Afigiras, “ receive the son
of Manu” re-occurs in the legend; also the gift of a
thousand. In a verse of the former (10, 61, 18) the

@vord ndbhdnedishtha occurs, but it does not mean
there a human, but some divine being. I give the
18th af® 19th verses in translation.

(18) ¢ His relative, the wealthy Néibhanedishthae
who, directing his thoughts towards thee, speaks on
looking forwar® (as follows)  this our navel is the
highest ; as often as required I was behind him (the
NaBhinedishtha on earth).” ”

(19) “*This is my navel, here is what resides with
me; these gods are mine; I am awerything. Those
who are first born, and those who are born for a
second time (by reproduction),—the cow milked that
(seed) from the truth, (and) they are born.”!4

From these two verses as well as from
several others in it (principally 2 and 5-8 de-
scribing Prajapati’s illicit intercourse with his

Afigiras 0 heaven, The ¥ sixth day ” is not mentioned in itw The
man in a ““ blackish dress”’ of the Aitaveya Br. is here called Rudra.

14 The explanation given by Siyana of these diffieult verses is very
artificial. He tries to get out of the hymn everywhere the story
told of Nibhanedishtha in the Ait. Br. 5, 14.
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daughter, see Ait. Br. 3, 33) we may clearly
perceive that Nébhdnedishtha and the hymn in
question refer to generation. This view is fully
corroborated by the application of it at the sacrifice,
as expounded by the Brahmanam, and as even pre-
supposed in the hymn itself.

We know from various passages of the Brahmanas,
that one of the principal acts of the sacrificial priests
was to make a new body to the sacrificer, and pro-
duce him anew by mantras, and various rites, by
making him mystically undergo the same process t4
which he owed his natural life. 8o, for dpstance,
the whole Pravargya ceremony (see note 1 to pages
41-43), the Ajya and Pra-uga Shastras (see Ait. Br.
2, 35-38; 3, 2) of the rﬁorning libation, and the so-
called Shilpa Shastras (6, 27-31) of {he Hotri-priests
are intended for this purpose. Of the latter the two
Nébhénedishtha hymns form the two first parts, re-
presenting the sced effused, and its transfofmation to
an embryo in its rudest state (see 6, 27). Nabhéne-
dishtha is the sperm when effused; after having
undergone some change in the womb, itis called
Naras'ainsa.'® That the hymn originally had such
a mystical sense, is evident from the two first
verses : '

15 This idea must be very old; for we find an unmistakeablo tracs
of it ip the Zoronstrian tradition. So we read in the Bundehesh (page
80 in Westergaard’s edition of the Pehlevi text) that the angel Nerjo~
seng (nerivseng yazd = nards'aiise yajata in Sanserit) intercepted
the three particles of sperm which Zoroaster is said to have once lost,
and out of which the three great prophets, Oshadar (bdmi), Oshadar
méh, and Sosiosh ure expected $o spring at the end of the world,

d
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(1) “May this awful Brahma, which he (Prajépati)
thus skilfully pronounced in words at the congregation,
at the assembly, fill the seven Hotars on the day of*
cooking (the sacrificial food), when his (the sacri-
ficer's) parents (and other) liberal men (the priests)
are making (his body).”

(2) “ He established (as place) for the reception
of his gift the altar (vedi), destroying and ejecting
the enemy with his weapons. (After having thus made
the place safe) he then hastily under a very loud cry
Poured forth his sperm in one continuous (stream).”

The meaning of these two verses can only be the
following : the poet who was no doubt a sacrificial
priest himself wishes, that the hymn which he regards
as a revelation from Prajapati, who repeated it at the
great sacrificial session which he is so frequently
said to have held, may fill the seven Hotri-priests
when they, with the same liberality as Prajapati
(when he poured forth his sperm) are like parents
making by their hymns the new celestial body to
the sacrificer. The place for reception of the seed
poured out mystically in prayer by the Hotars, is the
altar ; for standing near it (and even touching it with
their feet) they repeat the mantras. The reason that
they have to regard the Vedi as the safe receptacle
of the seed, is to be sought for in the antecedent of
Prajapati, who prepared it for the purpose, defending

Nerioseng clothed the said sperms with lustre and strength (rosnas
Zor}, and handed them over to Anghit (the Persian Venus) to lovk
at them. They are guarded against the attacks of the Devas (the
1ndian gods) by 999,999 Frohars (a kind of angels),
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it against the attacks of ememies. After having
made it safe, he poured out his seed whence then all
.creatures sprang (see Ait. Br. 3, 34).

Nébhéanedishtha is, according to the verses above
quoted, the heavenly guardian of all germs of genera-
tion; all, gods, men, beasts, &c. come from him.
His assistance is required when the sacrificial priests
tre producing the new celestial body of the sacrificer.
He looks down from heaven’at his relative, that is,
the seeds containing the germ of new life poured out
mystically by the Hotars in their prayers. His naved
is the centre of all births in the universe; as being
nearest (‘ nearest to the navel’ is the literal meaning of
ndbhdinedhtha) he is the guardian of all seeds. Every
seed on earth has only effect as far as he participates
in it. We have here the Zoroastrian idea of the
Fravashis (Frohars) who are the prototypes of all
things existing.!® The word ndbhdnedishtha must be
very old; for we find it several times in the form
nabdnazdista in the Zend Avesta. It is an epithet of
the Fravashis (Yasna 1, 18. Yashts 13, 156), and
signifies the lineal descendants in future generations!’
(Vend. 4, 5-10 Westergaard).

16 See my Essays on the Sacred Language, Writings and Religion of
the Parsis, page 186,

17 This is the sense of. nardm mnabdindzdistandm, in the fourth
Frargard of the Vendidid. In the passage in question the punishment
consequent on the breach of a promise is said to extend to so and so
raany nardm nabdnazdistandim, literally men who are nearest the navel
of the offender, that is, his lineal descendants. The Pehlevi translation
gives in its notes about the same meaning to it. So it has for instance
to 4, 6 the note : 300 sanat bim diresn * for three hundred years there
will be danger (for the nabdnazdistas).” This is also the opinion of
many Desturs.
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Although the Nébhéanedishtha hymn (10, 61)is
purely sacrificial, and composed at a time when the
Rishis -already indulged in speculations on the
mystical meaning of sacrificial rites, no trace can
be found, to show that it is a modern composi-
tion. The circumstance, that it is already in the
Aitareya Drihmanam traced to Manu, the proge-
nitor of the human race, shows, that its origih
is entirely lost in thé depths of antiquity. The
mentioning of Kukshivan in verse 16, and the
soccurrence of the “seven Hotars” (in the 1st verse)
are no proofs of a late origin. For Kakshivan
appears as a celebrated Rishi, who was distinguished
as a great chanter and Soma drinker in nfany other
passages, principally in the first book (see Rigveda
Samh. 1,18, 1.2; 51,13; 116,7; 117, 6; 4, 26, 1)
who enjoyed the special favour of the As’vins. He is
to the majority of the Vedic Rishis whose hymns are
kept, a personage of as remote an antiquity as Kdvya
Us'angs, the Adigiras, &c. The “seven Hotars” 1®
occur several times besides (3,29, 14; §, 49, 16),
most of them with their very names, viz. Potar,
rNeshjrar, Agnid, Pras’astar, &c. (1,15, 2-5;9; 1,94,
6; 10, 91, 10).

The second Nibhéinedishtha hymn is certainly
later than the first, and contains the germs of the
later legend on Nabhanedishtha. The reason that
it was also referred to him, is certainly to be sought

18 They are, according to the Brihmanas (see Ait. Br, 6,10-12),
Hotar, Maitrvarune, Bidhmanichharsi, Achhavika, Potar, Neshtar
and Agnidhra.
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for in the 4th verse, where is said, “ This one
(. e. I) speaks through the navel' (ndbhd), hails
*you, in your residence; hear, O sons of the gods,
ye Rishis (to my speech).” The song is addressed
to the Afigiras, who are requested to receive the
poet. The gift of thousand is also mentioned.

Let us, after this discussion regarding the antiquity
of the As'vamedha and NAbhénedishtha hymns,
return to the general question on the relationship
between the pre-eminently sacrificial mantris, and
the other production of Vedic poetry.

If we look at the history of poetry with other
nations, we nowhere find profane songs precede
religious poetry. The latter owes its origin entirely
to the practical worship of beings of a higher order,
and must, as every art does, go through many phases
before it can arrive at any state of perfection and
refinement. Now in the collection of the hymns of
the Rigveda, we find the religious poetry already so
highly developed, the language so polished, the
metres already so artificially composed, as to justify
the assumption, that the songs which have reached
our time, are not the earliest productions of the*
poetical genius, and the devout mind of the ancient
Indians. Generations of poets and many family

19 This expression appears to be strange. It implies a very ancient
idea, which must have been current with the Iranians and Indians
shike. The navel was regarded as the seat of an internal light, by
weans of which the seers received what they called revelation. 1t is
up to the present day a belief of the Parsi priests, that the Desturs or
High-priests bave a fire in their navel, by means of which they can
see things which are hidden. This reminds us of some phencmens in
modern somnambulism,
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schools in which sacred poetry was regularly taught,
just as the art of the bards and scalds with the Celtic
and Scandinavian nations, must have preceded that’
period to which we owe the present collection. If
an old song was replaced by a new one, which
appeared more beautiful and finished, the former was
in most cases, irrecoverably lost. Old and new poets
are frequently mentioned in the hymns of the Rigveda’;
but the more modern Rishis of the Vedic period
appear not to have regarded the productions of their
predecessors with any particular reverence which
might have induced them to keep their early relics.

Now the question arises, are the finished and
polished hymns of the Rigveda with their artificial
metres the most ancient relics of the whole religious
literature of the Brahmans, or are still more ancient
pieces in the other Vedic writings to be found? It
is hardly credible, that the Brahmanical priests em-
ployed at their sacrifices in the earliest times hynins
similar to those which were used when the ritual
became settled. The first sacrifices were no doubt
simple offerings performed without much ceremonial,
A few appropriate solemn words, indicating the
giver, the nature of the offering, the deity to
which as well as the purpose for which it was offered,
and addresses to the objects that were offered,
were sufficient. All this could be embodied in the
sacrificial formulas known in later times principally
by the name of Yajus, whilst the older one appears
to have been Ydja (preserved in pra-ydja, anu-ydja,
&c). The invocation of the deity by different names,
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and its invitation to enjoy the meal prepared, may be
equally old. It was justly regarded only as a kind
* of Yajus, and called Nigada® or Nivid. The latter
term was principally applied to the enumeration of
the titles, qualities, &c. of a particular deity, accom-
panied with an invitation. At the most ancient
times it appears that all sacrificial formulas were
spoken by the Hotar alone; the Adhvaryu was only
his assistant, who arranged the sacrificial compound,
provided the implements, and peiformed alj manual
labour. It was only at the time when regular me-
trical verses and hymns were introduced into the
ritual, that a part of the duties of the Hotar devolved
on the Adhvaryu. There are in the present ritual,
traces to be found, that the Hotar actually must have
performed part of the duties of the Adhvaryu.

According to the ritual which appears to have been
in force for the last three thousand years without
undergoing any considerable change, it is one of the
principal duties of the Adhvaryu to give orders
(praisha) to most of the officiating priests, to perform
their respective duties. Now at several occasions,
especially at the more solemn sacrifices, the order is to
be given either by the Hotar himself, or his principal
assistant, the MaitrAvaruna. So for instance, the
order to the slaughterers of the sacrificial animal,

% See Madhusfidana’s Prasthinabheda in Weber’'s JIndische
Studien, i. page 14, and the Bhigavata Purdna 12, 6, 62 (in
the Bombay edition) where the ygjurganae, i. e. the series of Yajus
mantras is called nigada. Madhusidana comprises by this name, as
it appears, principally the Praishas or orders by the Adhvaryu to
the other priests to do their respective duties,
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which is known by the name of Adhrigu-Praisha-
mantra (see Ait. Br. 2, 6-7) is given by the Hotar
bimself, though the formulas of which it is composed
have all characteristics of what was termed in the
ritual Yajus, and consequently assigned to the Adh-
varyu. At the Soma saciifice all orders to the Hotar
to repeat the YAjy4 mantra, before the libations are
thrown into the fire, are to be given by the Maitrava-
runa, and not by the Adhvaryu. The formulas by
which the gods are called to appear, the address to
the fire when it is kindled are repeated by the Hotar,
not hy the Adhvaryu, though they cannot be termed
rik, the repetition of which alone was in later times
regarded as incumbent upon the Hotar. The later
rule, “ The Hotar performs his duties with the Rig-
veda” (in the introductory chapter to the Hiranya-
kes’i and Apastamba Srauta Sitras) is therefore not
quite correct. The Hotar himself even sacrifices on
certain occasions what is, according to the laterritual,
to be done by the Adhvaryu alone, or, when the offer-
ingis given as penance, by the Brahma. So, for
instance, he sacrifices melted butter before repeating
the As'vina Shastra (see the note to 4, 7, page 268),
which is, as far as its principal parts are concerned,
certainly very ancient.

Now if we compare the sacrificial formulas as
contained in the Yajurveda, and principally the
so-called Nigadas, and Nivids, preserved in the Brah-
manas and Sitras with the bulk of the Rigveda
hymns, we come to the conclusion, that the former
are more ancient, and served the Rishis as a kind of



INTRODUCTION. 33

sacred text, just as passages of the Bible suggest
ideas to religious poets among Christians. That
*Vedic poets were perfectly acquainted with several of
such formulas and addresses which ave still extant,
can be proved beyond any doubt.
Reserving a more detailed treatment of this im-
portant question to a future occasion, I here instance
only some of the most striking proofs.

On reference to the Nivid inserted in the Vais'va-

deva hymn at the Vais'vadeva Shastra, and my re-
marks on it (see pages 212-13), the reader will find,
that the great Rishi Vis'vimitra, who with some of
his sons are the pocts of many hymns which we
now possess (as, for instance, of the whole third
Mandala), knew this ancient sacrificial formula very
well; for one of its sentences setting forth the num-
ber of deities is alluded to by him. *
« Certain stereotyped formulas which occur in every
Nivid, to whatever deity it might be addressed,
occur in hymns and even commence them. I in-
stance the hymn predam brahma (8,37), which is
certainly an allusion to the sentence which occurs
in all Nivids, predam brahma predam kshattram (see
note 25 on page 189). That the coincidence is no
mere chance follows from some other characteristic
Nivid terms made use of in the hymn in question;
compare dvitha pra sunvatah with predam sumwantam
yajamdnam avate in all Nivids, and kshattriya tvam
avast with predam hshattram (avatu).

The Subrahmanyé formula, which is generally
called & Nigada (see on it the note to 6, 3 on pages
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383-84) is unmistakeably alluded to in the hymn, 1,
51, principally in the first and thirteenth verses. In
both, Indra is called meska a ram, and vrishanas vasya:
mend.

The call of the Agnidhra, astu sraushat, as well as
the Agur addressed to the Hotar, hotd yakshat, were
known to the Rishis, as we learn from 1, 139, 1. 10,

The so-called Rituyéjas which are extant in a par-
ticular collection of sacrificial formulas, called praisha
sitkta or praishidhyaya, occur even with their very
words in several hymns, such as 1,15; 2,37. (Onthe
Rituy#jas, see note 35 on pages 135-36.)

The so-called Apri hymns are nothing but a
poetical development of the more ancient Prayajas,
and Anuyijas (Compare the notes 12 on page 18;
14 on pages 81-82; and 25 on page 110.)

* Many hymns were directly composed not only for
sacrificial purposes in general, but even for particular
rites. This is principally the case with several
hymns of Vis'vimitra. So, for instance, the whole of
hymn 3, 8 anjanti tvdm adhvare (see about it, Ait.
Br. 2, 2) refers only to the anointing, erecting, and
decorating of the sacrificial post; 3,2l is evidently
made for addressing the drops of melted butter which
drip from the omentum, over which they were poured
(see Ait. Br.2, 12); 3,52 celebrates the offering of
the Purodasa consisting of fried grains, pap, &c.
which belongs to each Soma libation (see Ait. Br.
9, 23).

The first ten hymns of the first book of the Rig-
veda Samhitd contain, as it appears, the Soma ritual
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of Madhuchhandds, the son of Vig'vimitra, It
provides, however, only for two libations, viz. the
‘morning and midday. The first hymn has exactly
the nature of an Ajya hymn, which forms the
principal part of the first Shastra, the so-called
Ajya. The second and third hymns contain the
Pra-uga Shastra, which is the -second at the morn-
ing libation, in all its particulars. The following
seven hymns (4-10) all celebrate Indra, and it ap-
pears from some remarks in the Ait. Br. (3,\x 20, page
192), that in ancient times the midday libation be-
longed exclusively to Indra. The ritual for the
evening libation is of so peculiar a nature, and so
complicated, that we must ascribe to it quite a dif-
ferent origin than to the two other libations.

The hymns 12-23 appear to contain a more com-
_prehensive ritual of the Kanva family, which is an-
cient. The 12th hymn (the first in this collection) is
iaddressed to the Agni of the ancestors, the pravara,
who must be invoked at the commencement of every
sacrifice; it contains three parts of the later ritual—
a) the pravara, b) the invocation of Agni by "the
Nigada, and ¢) the request to Agni to bring the gods
(the so-called devdvahanam). The 13th is an Apri
Sdkta containing the Prayéjas, which accompany the
very first offerings at every sacrifice.

These three hymns were, it appears, appropriate
to a simple Ishti, as it precedes every greater sacri-
fice, The following hymns refer to the Soma sacri-
fice. The 15th is a Rituyaja hymn; the Ritayéjas
always precede the Ajya Shastra. The bymns from
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16-19 contain a ritual for the midday libation, and in
20-22 we find the principal deities of the Shastras of
the evening libation. .

The hymns from 44-50 in the first book by Pras-
kanva, the son of Kanva, contain, if the Indra hymn
751) is also reckoned, all the principal dcities, and
metres of the As'vina Shastra, the former even in
their proper order, viz. Agni, Ushis, the As ving,
Sfrya, Indra (see Ait. Br. 4, 7-11).

These instances, which could be ecasily greatly
enlarged, will, I think, suffice to show that the ritual
of the Brihmanas in its main features, was almost
complete at the time when the principal Rishis, sich
as the Kanvas, Vis'vimitra, Vasishtha, &c. lived.

., I must lay particular stress on the Nivids which I
believe to be more ancient than almost all the hymns
contained in the Rigveda. The principal ones (nine
in number) are all to be found in the notes to my trans,
lation of the 3rd Pafichika (book). That no attention
has been paid as yet to these important decuments
by the few Vedic scholars in Europe, is principally
owing to the circumstance of their not having been
known to them. It being now generally believed,
that the earliest relics of Vedic literature are to be
found only in the Rigveda Sammhitd, it is of course
incumbent on me to state briefly the reasons why I.
refer the so-called Nivids to a still more remote
antignity.

The word nivid frequently occurs in the hymns,
and even with the epithet pérva or piirvya old (see
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1, 89, 3; 96, 2; 2, 36, 6.) The Marutvatiya Nivid 2!
is, as it appears, even referred to.by Vamadeva
.(4, 18, 7, compared with note 25 on page 189); the
repetition of the Nivids is juxtaposed with the per-
formance of the chanters, and’ the recital of the
Shastras (6, 67, 10). The Brahmanam regards the
Nivids, particularly that one adressed to Agni,-as
those words of Prajapati, by means of which he
created all beings (sce Ait. Br. 2, 33-34). That such
an idea, which entirely coincides with the Zoyoas-
trian of Ahuramazda (Ormazd) having created the
world through the yathi-ahi-vairyé prayer (see the
19th chapter of the Yas'na), must be more ancient

" than the Brihmanas, we learn from a hymn of the
old Rishi Kutsa, who is already in many Vedic songs
looked upon as a sage of the remote past. He say
(1,96, 2) that Agni created by means of the “ firs
Nivid” the creatures of the Manus (see page 143).
In 1, 89, 3-4, an old Nivid appears to be quoted.
_For the words which follow the sentence ‘“ we call
them with the old Nivid” bear quite the stamp of
such a piece.

Many Nivids, even the majority of them, are cer-

. tainly lost. But the few pieces of this kind of re-
. ligious literature which are still extant, are sufficient
to show that they must be very ancient, and are not
to be regarded as fabiication$ of the sucrificial priests
at the times when the Brahmanas were composed.

2! When the word nivid appears often in the plural, then the several
pidas, of which the Nivid consists, are to be understood.

e
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Their style is, in the main, just the same in which the
hymns are composed, and far more ancient than that
of the Brihmanas. They contain in short sentences
the principal names, epithets, and feats of the deity
invoked. They have no regular metre, but a kind of
rhythmus; or even a parallelismus membrorum as
the ancient Hebrew poetry.

The circumstance that in the ritual such a para-
mognt importance is attached to such half poetical,
half prose pieces as the Nivids are (see particularly
Ait, Br. 2, 33; 3, 10-11), clearly tends to prove, that
they must have been regarded as very efficacious.
This could be hardly accounted for at a time when
beautiful and finished songs were forthcoming in
abundance to serve the same puipose, had they not

gpeen very ancient, and their employment been sanc-
tioned by the example of the most ancient Rishis.

We have already seen, that several of those Nivid’
formulas which we have now were known to some
Vedic poets. 1 will give here a few more instances.
The hymn to the Marutas by Vis'vamitra (3, 47)
is evidently based on the Marutvatiya Nivids (see
‘them on page 189); the verse to Savitar (3, 54,
11) alludes to the Savitri Nivids (see them on page -
208); the hymn to Dyéavaprithivi (1, 160) is a po-
etica) imitation of the Dyavaprithivi Nivids (page
209); the Ribhu hymn (4,33) resembles very much
the Ribhu Nivids (page 210), &c.

Another proof of the high antiquity of the Nivids
is furnished by the Zend-Avesta. The many prayer
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formulas in the Yas'na which commence with nivaé-
ahayémi, i. e. 1 invite, are exactly of the same nature
as the Nivids, ’

The Nivids along with many so-called Yajus fer-
mulas, which are preserved in the Yajurveda, the
Nigadds, such as the Subrahwanya and the so-
called Japa formulas, (such as Ait. Br. 2, 38),-which
ate muttered with a low voice only, are doubtless
the most ancient pieces of Vedic poetry. The Righis
tried their poetical talent first in the composition'of
. Yéjyés or verses recited at the occasion of an offering
being thrown into the fire. Thence 'we meet so
many versgs requesting the deity to accept the offer-
ing,” and taste it. These Yajyés were extended into
little songs, which on account of their finished form
were called siktam, i. e. well, beautifully spoken,
The principal ideas for the -Yajyéiis were furnished by
the sacrificial formulas in which the Yajurveda.
abounds, and those of the hymns were suggested by
the Nigadas and Nivids. There can be hardly any
doubt, that the oldest hymns which we possess, are
purely sacrificial, and made only for sacrificial pur-
poses. Those which expres$ more general ideas, or
philosophical thoughts, or confessions of sins, such
as many of those addressed to Varuna, are compara-
tively late.

In order to illustrate that the development of the
sacrificial and religious poétry of the ancient Brah-
mfns took such a course as here described, I may
adduce the similar one which we find with the
Hebrews. The sacrificial ritual of Moses as laid
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down in the Leviticus knows no ryth1n§c«l sentences
nor hymns which accompanied the oblations offered
to Jehovah, It describes only such manual labour,’
asfound with the Brahmans its place in the Yaju-
veda, and mentions but very few and simple formulas
which the officiating priest appears to have ¥poken
when throwing the offering into the fire of the altar.
They differed according to the occasion, but very
litt, e principal formula was mm) rmm momee “a
fire "offering of pleasant smell for Jehovah,” which
exactly corresponds with the Vedic agnaye, indriya,
&ec. swdhd 1% i.e. a good offering to Agni, Indra,
&c. If it was the solemn holocaustum,. then}he
word ny 4. e. holocaustum, was used in addition
(Leviticus 1,9-13); if it was the so-called zebakh
shlamim or sacrifice for continued welfare, the word
oy food, bread, was added (Levit. 3, 11); if it was
.a penance the words wn oyn (Levit. 7, 5) “this is a
penance” were required. When the priest absolved a
sacrificer who brought an offering as a penance,
he appears to have used a formula also, which
is preserved in the so-frequently occurring sen-
tence: % rmon wpn vwor wwomn vy wm (Lev, iv,25,31:
v. 6,10.) “and 'he (the priest) shall annul the
sin which he has committed, so that he will be
pardoned.” 43

»

22 The term svihd is to be tra:od to the foot dhd to put, with ¢ to
put in, into, and stauds for svddhd (su + ddhd). It means the gift
which is thrown into the fire.

33 The priest appears to have addressed these words to the sinner
who was to be absolved in this manner, ““ I annul the sin which thou
hast committed, and thou shalt be paidoned.”
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If we compare these formulas with the psalms,
which were composed®and used for the worship of
"Jehovah, then we find exactly the same difference
Btween both, as we discover between the Yajus for-
mulas, Nivids, &c. and the finished hymns of the
Rigveda Samhith. In the same way as there is a
considerable interval of time between the establish-
ment of the Mosaic ritual and the composition of the
p:alms, we are completely justified in supposingthat
a similar space of time intervened between the
Brauhmanical ritual with its sacrificial formulasgand
the composition of the majority of the Vedic hymns..
Between Moses and David there is an interval of
five hundred years, and if we assume a similar one
betwecen the simple .Yajus formulas, and such
finished hymns as those addressed to Varuna which
M. Miiller ascribes to his Chhandas Beriod, we shall
not be in the wrong.

Another proof that the purely sacrificial poetry is
more ancient than either profane songs or hymns of
a more general religious character, is furnished by the
Shi-king or Book of Odes, of the Chinese. Of its
four divisions, viz. kite-fung, i. e. popular sengs of the
different territories of ancient China, ta-ya and siao ya,
i. e. imperial songs, to be used with music at the im-
perial festivals, and sung, i.e. hymns in honour of
deceaged emperors, and vassal kings, the latter, whigh
are of 3 purely sacrificial character, are tie most
ancient pieces. The three ladt odes in this fourth
division go back as far as the commencement of the
Shang ciynasty, which ascended the dragon seat in

[
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the year 1766 B.c., whilst almost all other pieces
in the collection are compofed from the earlier
part® of the reign of the Chou dynasty down'
almost to Confucius’ time (from 1120 B.c. till abol®
600 B.c.) '

If we consider that the difference of time between
the purely sacrificial and non-sacrificial hymns of the
Chinese thus amounts to about 1,000 years, we
would not be very wrong in pfesuming similar inter-
vals to exist between the different hymns of the
Rig&"'cda. Rishis like Kivya Us’anis, Kakshivat,
"Hiranyast(ipa, to whom several hymns are traged,
were for the Kanvas, Vis'vamitra, Vasishtha, &ec.
as ancient personages, as the emperors Tang (1765
B.c.) and Wuwang (1120 B.c.) to- Confucius (born
551 B.c.) "

On account of the utter want of Indian chronology
for the Vedic and post-Vedic times, it will be of
course for ever impossible to fix exactly the age of
the several hymns of the Rigveda, as can be done
with most of the psalms and many of the odes of
the Shi-king. But happily we possess at least one
astronomical date which furnishes at any rate the
external proof of the high antiquity of Vedic litera-
ture, which considerably tends to strengthen the
iMternal evidence of the same fact. I here megn the
well known passage in the Jyotisham, or, Vedic
calendar, about the pPosjtion of the solstitial points.
The position there given carries us back to the year
1181 "according to Archdeacon Pratt’s, and to 1186
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B.0. according to the Re®.’ R. Main’s calculations.2¢’
The questions on the*age of this little treatise *and
"the origin of the Nakshatra 2 system, about which

24 See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Béngal of the year 1862,
poges 49¢50. Max Muller’s Preface to the 4th volume of his edition
of the Rigvela Samhita, page Jxxxv. .

25 There can be hadly any doubt, that the Nakshatra system of the
Indians, Chinese, Persians and Arabs is of & common origin, but it
is very dithcult to determine with what natiorf'it oriuinated. The
original number was twenty-eight. I dg not intend tully to discuss
here the®important question® but I wish only to direct attention to
the circumstance overlooked as yet by all the writers on the subject,
that the terms which the Indians, Arabs, and Chinese use for express-
ing the idea ‘ constellation” have in all the three languages, S#kcerit,

* Chinese, and Arabic, precisely the same meaning, viz. a place where to
pass the night, a station. This is certamniy no meve chauce, but can
only®be accounted for by the supposition, that the framers of thg Nak-
shatra system regarded the several Nakshatras as heavenly stations, or
night quarters, where the travelling moon was believed to put up on
his journey through the heavens. Let us cxamine these terms.

The Chinese expression for Nakshatia is Sru (spelt by Morrison
siih and sew, by Medhurst gew with the third or departing tpne).
The character representing it which is to be foftnd under the 4Uth
radical, strokes 8 (see Morrison’s €hinese Dictionary, vol. 1. page 847)
i8 composed of three signs, viz. that for & roof, that fog man, and that
for a hundred. Tts original meaning thereforeis ““a place where a
hundred men find shelter, a station or night quarteis for a company
ol soldiers.”” The word js, as is the cast with most of the Chinese
words, used as a substantive, adjective, and verb.

As a substantive it denotes ““ a resting place to pass the night at” with
a road-house (/u shik) i.e. an inn, or a halting place 1n general : such
places were situated at the distance of every thirty Li. Thence it is
metaphorically employed to express the stutions on the heavens,where
the travelling moou is supposed to put up. In this seuse the Chinese
speak of olh shik pd siu ‘“‘the twenty-eight halting places” (on the
heavens).

As an adjective it means past, former, i.e. the night-quarters which
were just left. ’

in the sense of a verb, but never in that of a substantive, we find jt
frequently used in two qf the so-called Sse-shu or four ‘Classical :
of the Chinese, viz. the Lwn-yu (the Confucian Analects) and in
Meng-tse. . .

In order to show the use of this important word in the Classical
wiitings, I here quote some instances :

a) intrans. to pass the night, to stop over night. Lun-yul4, 41 ;

tse Tu siu yu Shik-many,i.e.- Tse-lu (one of the most ardent and
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"there has been of late so offich wrangling among the’
fewsSanscrit scholars of Eurape and America, are of

zealous disciples of Confucius) passed the night at Shih-m

18,7, 8 ibidem : chik Tse-lu 8in,i.c. he detained Tse-la to

the night (with fim). Meng-tse 2,2, 11, t : Meng-tse Kiu TWi
8iuyu Chow, i.e. Meng-tse after having le(t Ts'i, pagsed the night
at Chow ; 2, 2, 12, 4, ibidem : 2 san 8iu olk hew ch%h Chow, yu
yu &ini wei suh, i.e, When I afier having stopped for three nights
left Chow, I thought in my mind my departure to be speedy still.

b) trans. to maR® pass the night, ta keep cver might., Lun-yu
10, 8, 8: tse yu kung pi siu jo, when he (Confucius) sacrificed
at the Duke’s (a-sisted the Duke i@ sacrificing) he did®ugt keep
the (samrificial) flesh over night. In this sense it is several times
metaphorically used ; so Jun-yu 12,2,2: 7'se-lu wu siu no,i.e.
@e-lu never kept a premise over night (he carried it out at once,
betore he went to rest). . .

¢) to haretaken up his quarters, to be at rest. Lun-yu 7¢26:
yWh pii &hé giu, he (Confucius) shot, but not with an ariow und
strigg at (animals) which were at rest (asleep).

The Arabic word for the Nakshatras is  J d',i/o manzil, plur.
d)'Lw mendzil, *“ a place where to put up, quarters,” from.the roog
‘J_}; to makoe a ju:n'ney, to put up at a place as a guest.

This name for the constellations, must be very ancient with the
Semitic nations, for we fiud it already in the Old Testament (Book of
the Kings ii. 2%, 5) in the form nip mazzaloth ; it has no proper
etymology in Hebrew (for #he root bn nazal, to which alone if could be
traced, means ¢o flow ), and is apparently introduced as a foreign word
from some other Semitic nation, probably the Babylonians. The
Jewish commentators had no clear conception of the proper meaning
of the word ; they take it to mean star in general, and then the twelve
signs of the Zodiac, But from the context of the passage in the Book
of the Kings, just quoted, where it stunds together with the moon and
the whole host of the heavens (*‘ for the moon and thynazzaloth and
the who'e host of the lieavens”) it undoubtedly follows, that its mean-
ing cannot be ¢ star” in general, which idea i8 exprested by the
“ whole host of the heavens,’”’ but something particular in the heavens
connected with the moon. ~The use of the same wofdl in Arebic for
expressing the idea of constellation, heavenly mansions of the moon,
proves beyond any doubt, that the mazzalotl mean the same.

Now the Sansciit word nakshatra has originally no other meaning
than either iy or manzil have. The arrangement of the meanings of
this word which is gmde in Boehtlingk and Roth’s Sanscrit Digtionary
is insufilcient and treated with the same superficiality as the majority
of the mpre difficult Vedic words in that much-lauded work, They make
it to mean star in general (sidus),the g¢ars,and then constellation,
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minor imporiance” compared with the fact and the
age of the observation itself. That an astrbnomicdl
* observation was taken by the Brahmans as early as
®hc 12th century before Christ is proved beyond any
doubt by the date to be elicited from the observa-
tion itself. If astronomical calculations of past
events are of any worth, we must accept as set
tled the date of the position of the solstitial

O ™ M
amtitj.n‘nf the moon. But the very formation of the wordgby theans of
the suffix atra indicates, that something particular must be attached
to its meaning ; compare patatra a wing, litesally a means foreflying,
vadhatra a weapon, literally a means for striking, yajatram the
keeping of a sacrificial fire, literally the means or place for sucrificing ;
ambtre a drinking vesscl, literglly a place to which a thing goes
. which holds it. According to all analogy we can derive the word
only from naksh, which is a purely Vedi®root, and means to ‘ arrive
at.”” Thus nakshatra etymologically means, either the means by
which one arrives, or the place where one arrives, & station. This
expresses most adequately the idea attached by the Indians to the
Nakshatras as mansions for the travelling moon. But even if we
waive this derivation, and make it a compound of nak (instead of
naktd, see Rigveda 7,71,1) and satrg=sattra a session for the
night, night quaiters, we arrive at the same meaning. The latter
derivation is, 1 think, even preferable to the former. The meanings
of the word are to be classed as follows: 1) station, quarters where
%0 pass the night. In this sense it is out of use; 2) especially the
8tationseon the heavens where the travelling moon is supposed to put
up, the twenty-eight conseellations; 8) metonymically stars in
general, the stairy aphere (Rigveda 7,86, 1: nakshatram papras
thachcfia bhiéma, he spread the starry sphere, and the earth). The
Imtter use is pre-eminently poetical, as poets always can use pars
pro toto. e nakshatras as stations of the moon were perfectly
known to the Rishis, as every one can convince himself from the many
passages in the Taittiriya Brahmunam, and the Atharvaveda, That
these books #® throughout much Jater than the songs of the Rigveda is
Jjust what I have strong reasons to doubt. The arrangement of the
mennings of nakshatra as given here entirely coincides with all we
kmow of the history of either the word siw in Chinese, or manzil,
wmazzeloth in the Nemitic languages. The Chinese, espgcially poets,
used the word siu in the sense of 8/ar, or gfarx in general, and so did
-the Rabbis in the Mishnuh and the Talmud according to the testimony
»of Juda ben Karish (see Gescnii The:aurus Linguwe Hebreem, et
Chaldeete ii. page 869), "
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points as recorded in the Jyotifham. To believe
that such an observation was imported from some
foreign country, Babylon or China, would be absurd,
for there is nothing in it to show, that it caffnot have
been made in the' north-western part of India, ora
closely adjacent country. A regulation of the calen-
dar by such observations .was an absolute necessity
for the Brahmans ; for the proper time of commencing‘
and ending their sacrifices, principally the so-called
Sattras qg sacrificial sesSions could not be ®wn
without an acciirate knowledge of the time of the
sun’s northern and southern progress. The know-
ledge of the calendar forms suctfan essential part of
the ritual, that many importante conditions of the.
latter cannot be carried out without the former. ‘The
sacrifices are allowed to commence only at certain
lucky constellations, and in certain months. So, for
instance,’as a rule, no great sacrifice can commence
during the sun’s southern progress (dakshindyann) ;
for this is regarded up to the present day as an
unlucky period by the Brahmans, in which®
even to die is believed to be a misfortune. The
great sacrifices take place generally in spring in the
months Chaitra and Vais'dékha (April ggd May).
The Sattras which lasted for one year were, as one
may learn from a careful perusal of the book of
the Aitareya Brahmanam, nothing but an imitation
of the sun’s yearly course. They were divided into
two distinet parts, each consisting of gix months
of thirty days each; in the midst of both was the
Vishuvan, i. e+ equator or central day, cutting the
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.whole Sattra into two halves. The ceremonies were
in both the halves exactly the same; bu} they were
.in the latter half performed in an inverted order.
This refesents the increase of the days in the
porthern, and their .decrease in fhe southern pro-
gress ; for both, increase and decrease, take place
.exactly in the same proportions.
¥ In consideration that these Sattras were already at
the time of the compilation of the Brihmanas an old
institition, we certainly can find nothing Qurﬁrising
in the circumstance, that the Indian astronomers
made the observation above mentioned so early
as the 12th cenfiry n.c. For the Sattras are
Lertainly as early,.i? not earlier than this’ time.e
Sattras lasting for sixty years appear even to have
been known already to the authors of the Brahmanas
(see page 287).

Now that observation proves two things beyond
doubt. (1) That the Indians had made already s.uch_a
considerable progress in astronomical science, early
in the 12th century, as to enable them to take such
observations ; (2) That by that time the whole ritual
ift its main features as laid down in the Brihmanas
was complgie. :

We do not hesitate therefgre to assign the com-
position ofgghe bulk of the Brahmanas to the years
1400-1200 B.c.; for the Safhith we require a period

~“of at least 500-600 years, with an interval of about two
hundred years between the end of the proper Brihmana
period. Thus we obtain for the bulk of the Safmhits
the space from 1400-2000; the oldes® hymns and
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sacrificial formulas may be a few hundred years
more ancient still, so that we would fix the very
commencement of Vedic Literature between 2400-,
2000 B.c. If we consider the completely#guthenti-
cated antiquity ofseveral of the sacred books of the
Chinese, such as the original documents, of which the
Shu-king, or Book of History, is composed, and the,
antiquity of the sacrificial songs of the Shi-king, which
all carry usback to 1700-2200 B.c., it will certainly
not be surprising that we assign a similar antiquity
to the most ancient parts of the Vedas. For there
is nowhere any reason to show, that the Vedas must
be less ancient than the earlies# parts of the sacred
books.of the Chinese, but ti®rg is on the contrary,
much ground to believe, that they can fully lay clgim
to the same antiquity. Already at the time of the
composition of the Brahmanas, which as we have
seen, cannot be later than about 1200 B.c., the ¢hs
principal-Vedas, i. e. their respective Samhitds, were
believed to have proceeded directly from the mouth
of Prajépati, the lord of the creatures, who occupies
in the early Vedic mythology the same place which
is, in the later writings, held by Brahma-deva. This
could not have been the case, had they not been
very ancient. In a similar way the Chinese ‘ascribe
the ground text of their most ancient_and most
sacred book, the Y-king, i. e. Book of ®hanges, to
a kind of revelation too, which was made to Fuki,
the Adam of the Chinese, by a Dragon horse, called
Lung-ma,

Speculatioms on_the nature of the sacrificial rites,
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and cognate topics of a mystical character which
form the proper sphere of the Brahmanas, com-
. menced already during the Safhitd period, as one
may teafh from such hymns as Rigveda 1,95, and
the so-called Vimana Stkta 1, 164. Even at the
time of the composition of the present Brfhmanas,
there existed already some time-hallowed sayings,
‘which resemble in every respect those dicta of the
Brahma priests, of which the bulk of the Brahmanas
consists. 1 instance here the Brahmodyam (Ait. Br.
5,25), which was used alf®ady at that time &t the
conclusion of the tenth day’s performance of the
Dvhdag’dha sacrifie. It is, therefore, very difficult
to draw a strictyline of separation between the

iod during which the hymns were composed,
and that one which brought forward the speculations
known by the name of Brahmanas. On a more
close comparison of the mystical parts of the Saiithita .
with the Brihmanas, one muwst_come to the conclu-
gi8n, that the latter were commenced already during
period of the former. .

Let us say a few words on the division made of
the contents of the Brihmanas by the Indian divines
and philosophers. According to the introductory
chapters to the Hiranyakes'i (and Apastamba Sitras)
the Brihgganas contain the following topics :—

Q)] Karmavidhdnam, or vidhi, i. e. Tules on the
performance of particular rites: To this class all
those sentences in e Brihmanas are referred which
contain an order expressed in the potential mood,
such a; yajeta, hfought to gacrifice; saimset, he ought

s
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to repeat (such and such a verse); }zuryét, he ought
to “proceed”’ (in such or such a wdy), &c. This is
the principal part of the Brihmanas, and has for
the ‘Brahmans about the same significance as in the
Talmudic Literature the kalckah has for the Jews:;
it is simply authoritative.

(2) Arthavdda. 'This term comprises the numer-
ous explanatory remarks on the meaning of mantras’
and particular rites, the reasons why a eertain rite
‘must be performed in a Sertain way. This is the
speculative part, and is on account of its contain-
ing the germs of all Hindu philosophy, and even of
grammar, of the greatest importance. There is
nowhere anything like an approach to a regular
system perceptible, but only occasional remari@®
bearing on philosophical and grammatical topics.
For the history of grammar, the. fifth Pafichikd of
the Altareya Brihmanam is*of a particular mteresi
We learn from it, that # that time not only numerous
attempts were made to explain the m aning of worlls
by etymology, but that the Brahmans eveg, had
aIready commenced to analyse the forms of speech
by fnaking distinctions between singular apd plural,
present, past, and future tenses, &c. The idea of
mukti or final absorption in the Supreme Being, as
taught in the later Vedéanta phllosophy, iy gven with
most of its particulars spoken out in several of those
é::plamtoq remarks. I allude here to the frequently
occurring terms, sayujyatd junctidh, sart ipatd identity
of form, salokaté identity of place, which mark in
the later times different stages of t#® final beatitude.
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The principal tendency of this part is, to show the
close connection of the visible and invisible worlds,
between things on earth, and their counterparts or
protetypes in heaven. Pantheistic ideas pervade all
the Brahmanas, and are already traceable in hymns
of the Samhith!

(8) Nindd, censure. This refers principally ta
the controyersial remarks contained in all Brah-
manas. There was amongst these ancient divines,
and metaphysicians often difference of opinion as to
the performance of a certain rite, or the choice of a
particular mantra, or their meaning. One criticised
the practice of the other, ®and condemned its
application often in the strongest terms. The cen-
sﬁ’re is generally introduced by the expression “ but
this opinion is not ¢o be attended to.” The sacrificers
are oftén cautioned from adopting such a malprac-
tige, by the assertion that if a priest would proceed in
sugh or such a way, the sacrificer would lose his life,
be burned By the sacrificial fire, &ec.

(4) N'aimsd, i.e. praise, recommendation, This
part comprises principally those phrases which ex-
press that. the performance of such or such a rite,
with the proper knowledge, produces the effect de-
sired. They almost.invariably contain the expres-
sion, ya evam veda, i. e. who has such a knowledge.
The extreme freguency of this phrase in the Brah®
manas, and Upanishads, is probably the reason,
that the whole sacred knowledge was comprised
afterwards only by the general term veda. Originally
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it appears to have applied to Brihmana like sen-
tences and explanations only.
" (6) Purdkalpa, i. e. performance of sacrificial rites *
in former times, Under this head come tH® nu-
merous stories of the ﬁghts of the Devas and Asuras,
to which the origin of many rites is attributed, as
also all legends on the sacrifices performed by the
gods.. This very interesting part forms the histori-
cal (or rather legendary) background of the whole
sacrificial art. All rites were traced to the gods
as their originators, or even to Prajapati, the Su-
preme Being, the Lord of creatures. We can derive
one important historiml fact from the legends on the
fight between the Devas and Asuras, viz. that the
religious contest between the ancient Indians (se-
presented by the Devas), and the Iranians (repre-
sented by the Asures, contained in the name Ahura-
mazda=0rmazd) took place long before the time of
the composition of the Brihmanas, that is, before the
12th century B.c. Thi$ is another proof corrobora-
tive of the high antiquity ascribed by Grecian writers
to Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the prophet of the Asura
nation (Iragians) who did manfully batile against
idolatry and the worship of the Devas, branded by
him as “ devils.” That contest which must have
been lasting for many years appeared to the writers
of the Brahmanas as old as the feats of King Arthur
appear to English writers of the mngteenth century.
(6) Parakriti, i.e. the achievement or ‘feat of
another. This head comprises the stories of certain
performances of renowned Shrotriyas, or sacrificial
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priests, of gifis presented by kings to Brahmans, the
successes they achieved. The last book of the
Aitareya particularly is full of this class of topics.

These six heads are often, however, brought only
under two principal ones, viz. vidhi, and arthavida-
The latter then comprises all that is not injunction,
that is, all topics from 2to 6. This philosophical
division exactly corresponds to the division of the
contents of the Talmiid by the Jewish Rabbis into
two principal parts, viz: kalakah, 4. e. rule of con-
duct, which is as authoritative as the thorah (law
of Moses), and haggadah, i. e. story, parable, and in
fact everything illustrative of the former.

IL
The Aitareya Brdlhmanam in particular.

The Aitareya Brahmanam is one of the collections
of the sayings of ancient Brahmi priests (divines
and philosgphers) illustrative and explanatory of the
duties of the so-called Hotri-priests. The latter
performing the principal part of their duties by means
of the mantras, termed rik, and contained in the
so-called Rigveda Sambhitd, the Aitareya is therefore
one of the Brihmanas belonging to the Rigveda.
There must have been, as we may learn from PAnini
and Patafijalis Mahibhfshya, a much larger number
of Brahmanas belonging to each Veda ; and evert
Séyana, who lived only about four hundred years
?o, was acquainted with more than we have now.
To the Rigveda we know at present besides the

f *
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Aitareya, only the Kiushitaki Bréhmanam, which
is also called Safikhdyana. Both appear to have
been known to the grammarian Pénini,? as one may
gather’ from the rule (v. 1, 62) which he gives re-
garding the formation of names of Brahmanas con-
ustmg of thirty and forty Adhyéyas; for the Kau-
shitaki actually consists of thirty and the Aitareya of
forty -AdhyAyas, which were afterwards divided into,
eight Pafichikds, each of which comprises five
Adhyhyas.

The name “ Aitareya” is by Indian tradition traced
to Jtard. Sayana tells regardig the origin of the
name and of the Brahmana itself, in his introduction
to the Aitareya Brahmanam, the folloWing story, on
the duthority of the sampraddya-vidak,i. e. men
versed in traditional stories. An. ancient Rishi
had among his many wives one who was called
Itaré, She had a son Mahiddsa by name, who is
mentioned ‘in the Aitareya nyaka as Mabhi.
dasa Altareya The Rishi perferred $he sons of
his other wives to Mahldasa, and @ent even
so far as to insult him once by placing all his
other children in his lap to his exclusion. His
mother, grieved at this ill treatment of her son,
prayed to her family deity (kuladevatd), the Earth
(bMmimi), who appeared in her celestial form in the
midst of the assembly, placed him on a throne
(simhdsana), and gave him as a token of honour for
his surpassing all other children in learning a boon

1 The attention of Sanserit scholars was first directed by Profesagr
Weber at Berlin to this circumstance.
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(vara) which had the appearance of a Brihmana.
After having received this gift, a Brdhmanam con-
sisting of forty Adhyayas, which commenced with
the words agnir vdidevdndm avamo (the first sentence
of the Aitareya), and ended with strinute strinute
(the two last words of the Altareya) came forth
through the mind of Mahiddsa. Afterwards the
Brihmanam, commencing with atha makdvratam(the
beginning words of the first Aitareya Aranyaka) and
ending with dchdrya dcharya (the two Yast wonds of
the third Aranyaka)? was also revealed in the shape
of the vow of an hermit? (dranyakavratardipam).

The Aitareya Bidhmanam, as well as the Kéushi-
taki, do not treat of all the sacrifices and sacrifigial
rites which are mentioned and described in the
books of Yajurveda, which may be (principally the
Sttras) regarded as the proper sacrificial’ encyclo-
pedize. They were, however, perfectly well known
to the authors ofe{fese Brahmanas, as we may
learn from the fact, that the names of several
sacrifices, such as Vijapeya, Aptoryama ®ee 3,41)
are mentioned without the description of the
rituals belonging to them. Several things concerning

£

2 This remark throws some light on the relationship in which the
five treatises, of which the present Aitareya Aranyaka consists,
each of which bears the name dranyaka, stand to one another, Only
the three first Aranyakas were according to this notice regarded.
as a divine reyelation to the,Aitareya Rishi; the two others are then
Iater additions, and did not form onglnally part of the Aitareya
Aranyaka.

3 According to Brahmanical ideas, 8 vow, a curse, a blessing, &ec
can gssume & visible form, and so become manifest to the mental
eyes of men,
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the Hotris whose duties principally are treated at
every Soma sacrifice are left oit. So the ceremony
of choosing the sacrificial priests (ritvig-varanam)
by the sacrificer, including the Hotars, is left ‘out,
as Séyana has already observed. But every Héutra-
praygga, i. e. practical hand-book for the Hotri-
priests (for each sacrifice there are separate prayogas
for each set of priests required), commences with it;
the topic is generally treated in the Sfitras belonging
to the Yajurvdda; the principal mantras required at
that occasion are to be found in the first chapter of
the Tandya Brahmanam of the Sfmaveda. The
dialogue used at this occasion is interesting, and
thrpws some light on the nature and character of some
sacrifices ; therefore 1 give here some account of it,

The person who wishes to perform the Agnishtoma
sacrifice, for instance, Sends a delegate 'called
Somapravika to all Srotriygs (sacrificial priests)
whose services he wishes to emgage for his forth-
coming Soma sacrifice, to ask whethe; they would
be will'mg’ to officiate-at this occasion. The dia-
logue between the Somapravika and the Hotar is as
follows : S. “ There will be a Soma sacrifice of such
and such one; you are respectfully requested to act
as Hotar at it.” H. ¢ What sacrifice is it 7’ §,

he Jyotishtoma- Agnishtoma-Soma sacrifice.” H.
% What priests (ritvijak) will officiate ?”” 8. “ Vishnu,
Mitra,*” &e. H. -“What is the ¥ward for the
priests?” * 8. “ One hundred and twelve cows.”

¢ The priests x:epreaent the gods.
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If the priests hay® accepted the invitation, then the
sacrificer has actualf’ to appoint them to their re-
spective offices: This is the varanam or selection
(of the priests).

The sacrificer first mentiogs the gods who are to
act as his priests, “ Agni (the fire) is my Hotar, Aditya
(the sun) my Adhvaryu, the Moon my Brahma, Par-
janya (the god of rain) my Udgétar, the Sky (dkds'a)
is my Sadasya (superintendent), the waters are my
Hotras"amsis (all the minor Hotri-priests) ; the rays
my Chamasa Adhvaryus (cup-bearers). These divine
priests I choose (for my sacrifice).” After having
thus appointed the gods, -who are to act as his
divine priests, he now proceeds to appoint &he
“ human” (mdnusha).priests. This is at the Agnish-
toma done with the following formula, “ I (the name)
of such and such a Gotra, will bring the J yotishtoma
sacrifice by means of 4its Agnishtoma part, with the
Rathantara-Prishtha, four Stomas (the nine, fifteen,
seventeen and twenty-one-fold), for which ten things,
cows and so on -are required, and for which as fee
one hundred and twelve cows must be given. At
this sacrifice be thou my Hotar.” The Hotar then
accepts the appointment by the following formula :
“ May the great thing thou spokest of (unto me), th
splendour thou spokest of, the glory thou spokest 6?,
the Stoma thy spokest of, the way of performance
thoun spokest O, the enjoyment 4hou spokest of, the”
satisfaction thou spokest of ; may all that thou
spokest of come to me ; may it enter me; may [ have
enjoyment through it. Agniis thy Hotar, H& is
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thy (divine) Hotar, 1 am thy‘hux;!an) Hotar.” Al
priests are appointed in the same way, and by the
same formulas,

After this disgression let us discuss the contents
‘of the Ajtareya Brahganam. It treats inits eight
books, or forty chapters, each of which is subdivided
into a certain number of kandikds, i. e. small séctlons,
paragraphs, as we have seen, almost exclusxvely “of
the duties of the seven Hotri-priests at the great
Soma sucrifices, and the different roval inauguration
ceremonies. All sninor sacrifices and Ishtis, al-
though they vequire the services of a Hotar, are
excluded. The Hotri-priests are to be divided into
three distinct classes: 1) The Hefar, the chief of
all Hotri-priests. 2) The Hotrahkas, i. e, the*little
Hotras ; these are, Maitrivaruna (Pras’dstar) Bra-
manachhasl, and Achhivdka. 3) The Hotrd-
s‘aimsinak, i. e. the repeaters of the Hotri verses ; they
are, Potar, Neshtar,-and Agnidhra.

The first thirteen chapters (the two first books,
aftd the three first chapters .of the third) treat of the
duties of the chief Hotar at the Agnishtoma Soma
sacrifice only; for this is the model (prakriti) of
all Soma sacrifices which last for one day only (the
so-called aithdhikas); all other Soma sacrifices of the,
same duration are mere modifications (vikriti)-of it.
It is regarded as an integral part. of the Jyotishtoma,
and said to consigh of the followifff seven sacri-
fices: 1) Agnishtoma, 2) Atyagnishtoma, 3) Ukthya,
4) Sholas’i, 5) Atiratra, 6) Vajapeya, 7) ‘Aptoryima
(A¢v. 8.8, 6, 11). In many places, however, the
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term Jyotishtoma is, equivalent to Agnishtoma,
The Aitareya does not know these seven parts, as
belonging together, but simply remarks, that they
follaw the Agmshtoma as their prakriti (3, 41).
The Atyagnishtoma is not g¢ven mentioned in it
at-all.

"All the' duties of the Hotar at the Agnishtoms are
mentioned almost,in the exact order in which they
are required. It lasts generally for five .days. 'The
ceremonies are then di¥ided as follows :

First day.—Preliminary ceremonies, such as the
election of the priests, giving them presents (madhu-
parka), the Dikshaniya Ishti; and the Dikshi itself.

Secgpd day.—The Préiyaniya or opening Ishti;
the gymg of the Some; the Atlthya Ishtr,
Pravargya, and Upasad twice (orice in the forenoon,
and once in the afternoon).

Third day.—Pravargya and Upasad twice agam.

Fourth day.—Agnipranayanam, Agni- Soma-pra—
nayansm, llavirdhina pranayanam. The animal
sacrifice.

Fifth day.—The squeezing, offering, and drinking
of the Soma juice at the three great Libations, viz.
the morning, midday, and evening Libations. The
eoncluding Ishti (vdayaniya). Ablution (avablrita).

The ceremonies of the four first days are only
mtroductoryybu absolutely necessary; for without
them no one is allowed to sacrifice and drink the

" Somd j juice. The Soma ceremony js the holiest rite
in the whole Brahmanical service, just as the Homa
ceremony of the Parsi priests is regarded by them as



the great punﬁcahon céremony, calleﬂ‘ ﬂzb
uom of nine nights. In the same way
- Brahman has, as often as he brings a Soma
ce, to undergo the Diksha (see 1,3; 4, 26).
such ceremony is even not considered Suﬂicxeu%. .
e sacrifice has, besides the Dikshé, to nnﬂe' 0
’tkc Mva:gy& which is a similar preparation for t
rreat ®oma day. Even “the *animal sacnﬁce,.' ‘
e the solemn Soma festival ; for it is of minor
Wportance Thes suimal is Sistud ol sacrificer
mself., The animal when sacrified in the fire, goes
the gods, and so does the sacrificer in the_shape
’g‘)f the animal (see page 80 of the tnanslatlon)‘
ml gacrifice is-vicarious. Being thus reeelved
among the gods, the sacrificer is deemed worthy to
- enjoy the divine beverage, the Sema, and participate
_ in the heavenly king, who is Soma. The drinking
~ of the Soma juice sakes 1ok, o 2 man; though

a new celestial body had been prepared'br him at
t;ae, Pravargya ceremony, the enJoyment of the Soma
& beverage transforms him agam for the nectar of the

- go flows for the first time in his veins, purifying

d sanctifying him. This last birth to the completg

,\enjoyment of all divine rights is symbolxcally indi-
Y3’&:&&6!1 in the rites of the morms libation (see
64 1 35 38’ 3 2) i
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Page line. read instead of
LA A qEw

AR M gEmme q @Ew°
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On page 8e R, line 12-15 and <R, line 3, is the read-
ing wq%wiwwma: doubtful. I have adopted it upon the
authority of one manuscript only,  The two others (ag
“well ag Sdyana) read w?mfmva (vatra etdimg chamam'n).
But it is open to objection.  For there g nothing in the
preceding to whiclx the demonstrative etdins' might be
referred. The rare word traita (see my note o Page 490
of the translation) appears to have beep very early
misunderstood, :

The hist of small errors in the text is, notwithstauding the
great pairs I took in correcting, greater thap I expected,
Thage who use the text are requested to correct their copjeg
according (o this lit, Inthe three forms, from Page 61.96
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the stopping is not quite correct, I had first followed fhe
stopping of onc of my manuscripts, but afterwards aban-
doned it. The first 60 pages have been reprinted, and the
principle of stopping carried out in the latter part (from
97-215) been adopted. In a second edition it will be. easy
to make all uniform and quite correct. If any doubt should
arise, the translation will give help.
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