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The L

EING univerfally elteemed kihg of the foreft, deferves a pre-
eminence of ftation: we therefore introduce him firft to notice.

The Lion is claffed by the Naturalifts in the Cat Tribe ; ’tis an animal,
of all athers the moft majeftic and flately ; with a large head, the upper
part of which, with the chin, the whole of the neck and fhoulders, are
clothed with a long fhaggy hair, refembling a mane ; the hair of the body
and limbs is thort and fmooth, but long on the bottom part of the belly ;
a long tail, which appears of equal thickne{s by reafon of the increafing
length of hair towards the end, where it terminates in a large black tuft :
the colour is tawny, or dirty brown; the belly part inclines te white.
The limbs of this animal are of vaft ftrength, and need only be feen to
convince of their force. The country where they moft abound is
Africa, the moft wild and defert parts: they alfo are found in parts of
Afia, but the former appears moft congenial to the Lion’s conftitution,
thofe of that country being much larger (having been known j feet
high, and 10 feet long), and more fierce than of any other place; the
fiery rays of a torrid climate imparting a feverifh heat, which animates
them with an invincible courage. The fmell of the Lion is not fo per-
fet as in many other animals, but his  hod of rearing fupplies this
defett; for, according to all report, when he roars, he puts his mouth to
the ground, thus the found is univerfally diffufed, and not coming
ftronger from one place than another, the terrified animals, in their
hafte to efcape, frequently run to the very fpot they mean moft to avoid ;
which, by a kind of bounding, he quickly fecures, ftriking it with great
force with his paw : he fometimes invades the flocks, and, with eafe,
will carry off a tolerable fized ox; he frequently lies couchant, as ex-
prefled by Shakefpeare, * with cat-like watch,” and {prings upon his
prey by furprife; which if he chances to mifs, in a kind of fhame-

I O N,

faced manner, he meafures back the diftance, flep by ftep, as if to fee
in which he erred ; too much or too little, This animal will fuftain
hunger for many days, but requires a more frequent fupply of drink,
which it laps like a cat, and atevery opportunity.—Mr. Buffon obferves
the courage of the Lion diminifhes in proportion as his abode approaches
to an inhabited country; his confcioufnefs of man’s fuperiority and
enmity, awakens him to fear and caution; and the ftately Lion, the
defpoiler of thoufands, is frequently levelled with the duft by their
addrefs :—Three or four men ufually go to the attack on horfeback ;
thefe if the Lion difcovers at a diftance, he takes to his heels as faft as
he can; if at a fmall diltance only, he then walks off, but in a flow and
furly manner, without hurry, as if above fhewing fear; as the hunters
approach, he flackens his pace, eying his purfuers afkant; finally mak-
ing a full ftop, he turns round to face them, gives himfelf a {hake, and
roars with a fhort {harp tone—thisis now the time for the attack ; he who
is moft advantageoufly fituated fires his gun, and gallops off; the Lion
immediately purfuing, another then fires, and by thus relieving each
other, and repeating their fhot, they rarely fail to reduce the tyrant of the
foreft. He is fometimes taken in pitfalls, but more generally when a cub,
during the abfence of the dam :—they may be rendered tame and docile,
though, at times, fubjett to refume their native fiercenefs: their gene-
rofity and mercy is not lefs confpicuous than their courage; Pliny
reports that * they fpare the proftrate, and, when hungry, feize firlt on
men rather than women, and never on infants, unlefs prefled by great
hunger.”

We fhall clofe this account by referring to two remarkable inftances of
the memory and generofity of this noble animal which are recorded in
the Guardian, No. 139, and No. 146.
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The L 1

H E want of that majeftic and graceful ornament the mane, is the

principal difference between the male and female Lion; thus un-
adorned, the female Lion appears {carcely to belong to the fame fpecies
with the male; this diffimilarity of figure influenced us to prefent a
drawing of the Lionefs; the variations will be beft underftood by com-
paring their two figures.

The female Lion is, in general, {maller than the male ; but, having the
fame habits, and being attuated by like propenfities, we fhall take this
opportunity of enlarging the defcription already given of this noble
animal. Our choice of information will, we hope, be approved when
we affert, it was collected in the mid{t of their haunts, furrounded by
their prefence, and being corroborated by many witnefles, appears to
have manifelt advantage over the generality of reports, which ufually
have paffed through feveral relators. To the diligent refearches of Mr.
Sparman we, therefore, acknowledge our obligations for the following
particulars.

The natural inftin¢tive dread, and flrong perception in animals in
general, of a Lion near at hand, is thus related: We could plainly per-
ceive by our animals (viz. horfes and oxen) when the Lions, whether
they roared or not, were reconnoitring us at a {mall diftance; the
hounds then did not dare to bark in the leaft, but crept quite clofe to
the Hottentots, and our horfes and oxen fighed deeply, frequently
hanging back, and pulling flowly, with all their might, at the {traps with
which they were tied up to the waggon; they alfo laid themfelves down
and ftood up -alternately, appearing as if they did not know what to do
with themfelves; and, indeed, I may fay, juft as if they were in the
agonies of death. One of our oxen, on this and every fimilar occa-
fion, appeared particularly difquieted and reftlefs, and befides, made
a remarkable noife inwardly ; the fame was the cafe with the {tallion in

O N E § S

his particular way. At night, between 10 and 11 o'clock, we heard the
roaring of a Lion, and, though it roared only twice, the animals were
reftlefs the whole night through. The bounty of Providence claims
our admiration in this inftance, which having fent fuch a tyrant as the
Lion among the brute creation, has likewife taught them to difcern and
diftinguifh it at a diftance with trembling and horror.

The following trait is curious, and, we believe, new: That the prey
of the Lion, if of the brute creation, is immediately difpatched, but if
of the human fpecies, although provoked, he contents himfelf with
merely wounding, or, at lealt, waits fome time before he gives the
fatal blow. A farmer, who had the misfortune to fee a Lion feize two
of his oxen which he had juft taken out of his waggon, told me, they
inftantly fell dead, thf)ugh, upon examining, it appeared, their backs
only had been broken: on the other hand, the converfation ran every
where in this part of the country upon one Bofa, a farmer and captain
of militia, who had lain fome time under a Lion, and received feveral
bruifes from the beaft, and was a good deal bitten in one arm; but,
upon the whole, had, in a manner, his life given him by this noble
animal.

The ftrength of the Lion is unqueftionably very great, yet, to {trength
he is fometimes obliged to add cunning ;—to attack the Buffalo, he fieals
upon his retreat, and, by furprife, feizes the animal by the noftril with
both paws, which he continues to prefs clofe together, till at length, the
creature is wearied, {trangled, and dies. In running they (two which we
chafed) had a kind of a fidling pace, like that of a dog, accompanied
now and then with a {light bound, their necks fomewhat raifed, they
looked afkant at us: they appeared to be confiderably higher and longer
than our horfes, which were of the fize of common galloways.

e
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The R O Y AL

H E obfervation of the inferiority of works of art, compared to the

produétions of Nature, is particularly applicable to the {kin of the
Tiger, the beauty and fplendour of which furpaffes that of molt other
quadrupeds; and what the Peacock is among birds, in the opinion of
the Ancients, the Tiger is among beafts. The colours which adorn the
{kin of the Tiger are, a bright yellow chefnut on the back, legs, and
about half way down the fides, which are beautifully enlivened by
black perpendicular ftripes; the feet and tail are alfo marked with the
fame coloured firipes, but horizontal: the belly, cheft, and cheeks are
white, and alfo marked; is clafled among the Cat Tribe.

Of Tigers there are feveral kinds of various fizes, but which fiill *

retain the fame deftruftive qualities, and poflefs the fame defire for
carnage. The one here fhewn is the largeft of the fpecies, and is called
the Royal, or Bengal Tiger; which, Mr. Buffon fays, is the only one
deferving the name of a Tiger. “Itisa terrible animal, and more to
s be dreaded than the Lion; its ferocity is comparable to nothing. Let
« us judge of its power by its ftature; it generally ftands four or five
« feet high, and is nine, ten, and even thirteen, or fourteen feet long,
« exclufive of the tail.” ¢

The one from which this drawing was made, as near as we could
meafure, was nine feet long, and about feven or eight feet from the
rump to the nofe, and about four or four and a half feet high.

Tigers, though flender in their make, poffefs great ftrength of body;
the report of travellers in this particular, if not corroborated by num-
bers, could fcarcely be credited. The Buffaloes of India are very
large, yet a Tiger has been known to carry one on his back with fuch
alacrity, that his fpeed was fcarcely impeded; the weight of an inferior

animal, or a man, will nothing obftrutt his flight.

TI1 G E R

The Tiger, like all of the Cat Tribe (the Lion excepted), feizes his
prey by furprife; lying in ambufh, they wait with filent patience for
an opportunity to {pring on the deftined victim, which he will bound
upon at the diftance of twenty or more feet; and if he chance to mifs,
does not perfevere openly in the attack, but in a cowardly manner
fkulks about, and feeks another opportunity for effetting that by fur-
prife, which a daftardly temper denies to his ftrength; yé€t, when urged
by neceflity, the Tiger (hews either great courage or defpair: In com-
bating the Lion, he defends himfelf valiantly, and frequently with
vittory. The Tiger, if undifturbed, always firft fucks the blood of
his prey, rooting his head even into the cavity of the body; happinefs
appears at the higheft when he drinks in the gore of the vanquifhed.

The rapacity of this animal engages him fometimes in confli¢t with
the Crocodile, who, when the Tiger approfches the water to drink
(which a conftant thirlt compels him frequently to), readily puts up his
head in hopes of a prize; then the Tiger immediately ftrikes his claws
into. the eyes of the Crocodile; this unwelcome falute is declined by
finking in the water, the Tiger flill retaining his hold. Thus circum-
flanced, the iflue is doubtful, either combatant ftriving not lefs' for
vittory than for life; the agonizing pain of the one, and the irritated

* fury of the other, producing a conflict truly favage; in which death is

RS & &% L il

often the portion of both.

Inftances have been known of -the flighteft occurrence, or noife, re-
pelling or difappointing the attack of the Tiger. The Royal Tiger
here thewn was fcarcely known to the Ancients, and are rare in the
Eaft Indies, which may be confidered as their native foil.
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The

HIS animal is one of the many which belong to the Cat tribe,
and poffefles the fame infidious difpofition, and in proportion to

its bulk, the fame rapacity of temper, and defire for carnage.

The neck and belly of the Hunting Leopard are yellow, or a dirty
white ; the back and feet, a tawney brown, beautifully marked with black
{pots; the head is fmall and round ; the ears fhort, as though cropped,
which gives a very {mart and lively appearance to the creature ; is
about the fize of a large dog; the body rather long and narrow ; the
legs and tail rather long, particularly the latter—inhabits the torrid cli-
mates, as in general this tribe do, where their rapacity and unfa-
tiated appetite fecure to themfelves whole trats of country, the beauties
of which man is obliged to give up to thefe favage polleflors..

The larger Leopards may be confidered of an untameable difpofition,
which is rarely or never conquered ; feverity will not reform, nor will

kind ufage foften ; and while the Lion, the Bear, &c. may be brought

HUNTTING

L. E O'P X R D

to famililarity, the Leopard or Panther muft ever be kept at a diftance.
The {maller animals of this fpecies are, however, frequently tamed,
and rendered obedient to the will of its governor ; we have had occafion
already to notice this in the Perfian Lynx, and the Hunting Leopard

may be added as another inftance.

In India it is tamed and trained for the chace of Antelopes, carried in:
a kind of fmall waggon, chained and hood-winked, till it approaches
the herd ; when firft unchained, doés not immediately make its attempt,,
but winds along the ground, ftopping and concealing itfelf till it gets a
proper advantage, then darting on the animal with furprifing fwiftnefs,
overtakes them by the rapidity of its bound ; but if it does not fucceed
in its firlt efforts, confifting of five or fix amazing leaps, miffes its prey,
lofing its breath, and finding itfelf unequal in fpeed, ftands ftill, gives up
the point for that time, and readily returns to. its mafter. The height,

as it fits, is about three feet.






The T 1:G E R C. A T,

HIS animal, in the general outline, refemblés the common do-

meftic cat; its colour is beautii'ul, its fhape more {lender, and
fize confiderably larger, generally between two and three feet from the
nofe to the bafe of the tail—the fur of a bright cinnamon colour, is
beautifully variegated with dark flripes and fpots, the former along the
back and flanks, the latter mark the breaft and legs; the tail, which is
rather fhort, is alfo ftreaked; the head refembles that of the common
cat, the ears are [;.’1011‘. The Tiger Cat pofleffes great ativity and vigi-
lance ; is indefatigable in purfuit, and bold in attacking, but fearful of

man; preys on fheep, calves, and various kinds of game. Hernandez,
in his Hiftory of Mexico, reports of the cunning and craft of this
animal, that it will fometimes lay itfelf out along the branch of a tree,
as if dead; thus exciting the curiofity of the monkey, whofe approach
is quickly followed by death. This animal is a native of America,
particularly the fouthern parts; is met with in great plenty about the
Cape of Good Hope; is frequently called the Mountain Cat, and by
Mr, Buffon the Ocelot. They inhabit both the mountains and woods.



e TR e waw
e

&=

,_./‘ " lcthrg fr geirond Y /.:/J{,,'-'/f--y /X.- d ey j’ ( h’" ’i‘r/ i 'L’”" 7,/‘\ on /.4' ',/uulff '_//-(‘/’/n‘ﬁ-‘l’fﬂ "”-‘-’Uu’ \.*/ftl'rh/ ﬁ’y § /2 f)’lf‘)"-



The

S claffed by Naturalifts among the Weafels, on account of its long
body, and proportionate fhort legs; and alfo, becaufe the claws are
not fecured or covered with a {heath when drawn in.

The fhape of this animal is pleafant and agreeable; the colour a
brownifh grey, variegated on the body and legs, with darkifh fplotches;
the nofe fharp, and black at the tip; the ears rather large and round;
the tail nearly as long as the body ; the length of which, from the nofe
to the rump, is about 28 inches, and the height about 12 inches;—is
fubjett to confiderable variations both in fize and colour, which in fome
is cinnamon, firiped almoft like a Zebra. :

With care, this animal will live in the more temperate climates, but
muft be confidered as a native of the warmer ones; viz. the Eaft-Indies,
the Philippine Ifles, Madagafcar, and the Brafils; where it produces
wild in great abundance; inhabits the woods, feeds upon birds and
poultry ; in cafes of neceflity, eats roots and herbs; poflefles confidera-
ble boldnefs, and is not eafily tamed, or ever familiarized.

Of this animal great gain' has been made from the perfume which it
produces in a glandular pouch or bag, which {prings under the anus,
and hangs between the legs: this fecretion, rated as an article of com-

CIVET CA T,

merce, has procured an attention to be given this animal, which, but
for gain, it would never have experienced. Civet, as a perfume, fome
years back, was in high eftimation; many animals were kept, and fed
with attentive hands, in order to increale and {ecure this exfudation of
nature. In the upper external part of the pouch is an orifice, which
opens into the bag where the Civet is depofited (in appearance like
foft pomatum); and fuch as are kept for profit, are confined in a long
wooden box, little bigger than the animal, and the receptacle of the
perfume is fearched, or rather fcraped, with a fpatula or fpoon twice or
thrice every week, and the produce carefully preferved; which yields
a good: profit. -

The Dutch bring the greateft quantities of this valuable perfume to
market, and theirs is generally efteemed the beft, and molt free from
mixtures, which are added to increafe the weight, but impoverifh the
drug. It flill continues a confiderable object of traflic in parts of India,
the Levant, and the Brafils; of which latter place Mr. Buffon doubts
the animal’s being a native. The fumes of the Civet, when irritated,
produce a ftrong odour; and any place it rubs againft ftrongly par-
takes of the fcent: the fkins will long retain the valuable quality.
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The P E R S I A N

H 1S animal belongs to the Cat Tribe, and is clofely allied to

the Ounce and Panther; and, notwithftanding Nature has be-
ftowed a difpofition fierce and favage, they frequently are made tame
and fubfervient to the amufements of the chace. For the entertain-
ment of the Grandees they are taken young, brought up tame, and
early accuftomed to the chace of both beafts and birds. They are
carried to the place of diverfion on horfeback behind a rider, and when
fhewn the game, run at it with great {peed, and, jumping on its back,
infidioufly creep forward, and fcratch out the eyes; thus effeéting by
art what their ftrength could not achieve, they never openly attack any
animal, but fuch as their fuperior force can readily overcome. One
fell on a hound, which it killed and tore to pieces in a moment, not-
withftanding the dog defended itfelf to the utmoft. They furprife with
great addrefs the larger kinds of birds, fuch as Cranes, Pelicans, Pea-
cocks, &c.

L Y N X,

The Perfian Lynx is called alfo the Lion's Provider, becaufe the
natives report they feek out and hunt down provifion for the Lion;
this is generélly fuppofed to be the caufe afligned to the effeét; as they
inhabit the fame climate and countries as the Lion, it is moft probable
they frequently attend upon and partake of his leavings: the fame
report alfo informs us, that when they call the Lion, the voice refem-
bles that of one perfon calling another.

The Turks call it Karrah-Kulak—that is, black ears—The Perfians, to
the fame purpofe, name it Siyah-gufh. Mr. Buffon calls it the Caracal.

The fize of the Perfian Lynx is fomething larger than a full-grown fox,
colour not quite fo red, fur not fo long, refembling more that of an
hare; cheft and belly part white, has a very long vifage, and over-hang-
ing eye-lid, which gives a very fly, infidious and fulky appearance;
the ears large and thin, infide white, black on the outfide, with a radiating

tuft of hair on each of the fame. Inhabits the warmer climates of Afa.



;

’ (’,.,/ /.'I.f.//-l’ Y I"',:i

B ’
/ " Sf -

/ R an o g hatlkd o (;,.r. Coitton Yum Y VT y :

7 e 1 K



The

N our defcription of the Angora Goat, we had occafion to remark

the influence of climate upon the hair or fur of animals; to which we
fhall now add Mr. Buffon’s obfervations on that phenomenon. * In ge-
neral we may obferve,” he fays, * thatof all the climates of the habitable
world, thofe of Spain and Syria conduce the moft favourably to this
agreeable change of nature. Sheep, goats, dogs, cats, rabbits, &c.
both in Syria and in Spain, have the finelt wool, the handfomeft and
longeft hair, with colours the moft varied and agreeable; it feems as if
Nature here meliorated and embellifhed the form of her animals. The
wild cat of a harfh colour and a rough fkin, when domefticated, ac-
quires a foft fkin of various colours; but in the favourable climate of
Chorazin and Syria, the hair becomes longer, finer, thicker, and the
colours uniformly more agreeable; the black and the red mingle to an
agrecable brown, and the dark grizzle becomes a pleafant grey. In
comparing the wild cat with the domeftic, we difcover no difference,

P ERSIAN CA T

but in the :rariation of colour. This beautiful appearance will not long
Turvive the change of climate ; after the firlt generation, they no longer
attract the eye with fplendour, or invite the touch with foftnefs,”

The Perfian, or Angora Cats, here reprefented, were brought from
the country whence they have their name, and were in fine health and
condition when this drawing was made.

The hair was' three or four inches long, of a fine milky whitenefs;
the eyes a lively blue; the hair on the neck longer than on the body,
and the tail was buthy ; for the reft they refemble our common cats,
only appearing rather larger, on account of the greater length of the
fur; they poflefled the fame habits, and were alike playful and infidi-

~ous: we have every reafon to believe they were entirely deaf. They

are now at Mr, Brook’s Menagerie, London,
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The YELLOW BEAR.

O F the Bear, as well as of moft other animals, there are feveral vari-
cties, which in general are well known ; the one here reprefented,
we have reafon to fuppofe, was never before drawn, or defcribed; our
refearches having not yet met with any account of the Yellow Bear.

The Yellow Bear from Carolina (as the American Bears in general
are) is rather {maller than the Eurdpean Bears; it has alfo a more
pleafant and agreeable countenance is perfectly tame and fociable;
the colour a lively bright orange, of a reddifh caft. The hair thick,
long, and filky. Its other properties are the fame as to the {pecies in
general. This drawing was made from the animal which is now in

the Tower at London.

Of Bears in general we may obferve, they are inhabitants of the
colder parts of Europe, Afia and America; and for the moft part are
not carnivorous, but feed on fruits, roots, berries, and vegetables;
fith alfo form a confiderable part of their food, in catching which they
pradife great dexterity. Of potatoes they are partially fond, and
when once they difcover them, it is with difficulty they are kept from
having the greateft (hare. The paw ofa Bear is as well calculated for
rooting up the ground, as the fnout of a hog.  Are fond of peas, which

they gather and beat out of the hufks on fome hard place, and carry off
the ftraw ; but tread down and deftroy more ‘than they confume,.

In winter: they are hunted for the flefh as well as the fkins, which
make a confiderable article in the fur trade. - Among 500 Bears killed
one winter near James’s River in Virginia, there'oc:t_:urred-but two fe-
males ; this being the feafon for their breeding, nature diftates the moft
guarded feclufion, left the young ones fhould be devoured by the
malés ; of thefe two neither was with young.

Bears, notwithftanding their clumfy appearance, are very nimble
creatures, and will climb the higheft trees with furprifing agility, and,.
if wounded, "will defcend with great fury and refentment to attack the
aggreffor, who, without armed affiftance, has a bad chance for fafety.
In defending themfelves they firike with the fore feet like a cat, and
feldoin or ever ufe their mouths, but feizing the affailant with their
paws, and prefling him againft their breaft, almoft inftantly {queeze
him to death.

Bears, after feeding on autumn’s plenty, are very nice eating; the fat
is particularly mild, and more may be eaten of it, without offence to:

the ftomach, than of any other fat.
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A NI M AL of

HE wonderful variety of quadrupeds, and the frequent variations
in each fpecies, lead the thinking mind at once to admire the
boundlefs productions of nature, and to confefs, that man with all his

acquirements of knowledge, is but very flenderly informed, and at beft -

but fuperficially wife ; that more knowledge and additional difcoveries
tend lefs to perfection, than to excite inquiry after a train of endlefs
refearches.

" The animal we are now to defcribe is of a form unknown, of a {pecies
never defcribed, with peculiarities which have never prefented them-
felves, or elfe have efcaped notice.

The «“ PETRE BEAR,” (which is the name we have been directed to
call it by a very able naturalilt) was brought to England in Auguft laft,
by Capt. Pearfon, on board a fhip belonging to the India Company,
whofe report is, that it was brought from Patna in the province of Bengal,
and when it firlt came into his pofleflion was very young, nearly a cub ;
—here information leaves us: the manner in which it was caught, or
the place and circumflances attending, were not related; we muft there-
fore reft contented with a defcription of its {everal parts, noticing fuch
peculiarities, as have been obferved fince it came to England. The

animal is a female, and is now to be feen at the beaft fhop, Holborn-hill, -

London.

The Petre Bear (if the name be allowed) has five claws on the
fore feet, between two and three inches long, nearly of the fame thick-
nefs, and nct very bulky : the hair all over the body is of a ruftyifh
black colour, very harfh and coarfe, between twelve and eighteen inches
long ; that on the {houlder rather longer, which it can draw forwards,
or lay backwards : the form of the head, and chiefly the mouth, is the

principal charatteriftic of the animal ; this we have endeavoured to ren-

the

B E AR-K I N D.

der as intelligible as poffible, by adding a view of the mouth when open :
from the eyes to the tip of the nole, is about 6 § inches, which tapers off
like the truncated {nout of {wine : the front of the mouth, when fhut,
1s flat alfo, like the {wine: the formation of the noftrils differs from
every other animal’s, the natural fhape being exaltly as fhewn in the
drawing: the lips project very far (two or three inches) beyond the front
teeth : the lower lip, as well as the upper one, with the noflrils, are very
flexible, over which the animal has great command, placing them in any
polition at pleafure ; has great power of {u¢tion, and will draw things into
its mouth at a confiderable diftance : the tongue is rather fmall: teeth
at prefent few : was fed, on board the fhip, with boiled rice and fugar;
at prefent on bread (about a quartern loaf per day): with fome difficul-
ty was brought to eat flefh, which it does now witha relifh: is very
tame ; appears pleafed when kindly noticed, foliciting play : exprefles
anger with a kind of accented growl, fomething like barking: its paws,
when laidtogetllef, it fucks with a tremulous noife, like one when fhak-
ing with pain: the feet are fhort ; has nails on the hind legs: drinks, or
rather {fucks water in confiderable quantity : general appearance black,
face grey, flands about 2  feet high, 5 feet long, has grown confiderably
fince it has been in England.

Upon the whole, this may be confidered as a very uncommon crea-
ture, as well for its formation, as the very thranrdmarv circumfitance
of fo thick and coarfe a fur to a native of fo warm a country ; the gene-
ral appearance alfo is that of a Bear, whereas we know of none in thofe
climes, nor any animal whofe appearance can lead us to fuggeft to what
breed it belongs, or by what mixture or chance it is likely to owe its
birth. Time and further inquiry only can clear up thefe at prefent
fingular facts.



C 7 /'// ( i Vs S ’ A b G ¥ i o Wl e e ’ ol ¥ ) b,
g /,'”M” /.:m L ’,’:r/ruw (Wy;u#rf )/ £ .‘/,/(,,;,’/;17 ( Sor ! /,y//.u, /(,,,,, \ /; Yon fhe 44?,,.-,- _ju//r.u.ﬂ‘mn ‘/.uq/ *J.I-[m/ / ef. / /'/! 5
§ 24
/
(

- -



The E

HE animal from which this drawing was made, was a native of
Sweden, the dimenfions and other particulars of which we fhall
firlt enumerate.

The length of the head was two feet, the body three feet, and neck
one; the total height was fix feet, of which the legs were three; the
ears were about twelve inches long; the general colour a blackiih
brown brindled, fome hairs being brown, fome white, and others
partaking of both colours; the lighteft colour was on the neck, and
upper parts of the body ; the knees of the fore legs, and inner parts of
the hind legs white, which extended but little on the brifket ; the hair
univerfally very coarfe and thick; about two inches and a half long;
confiderably longer under the lower jaw, and along the upper part of
the neck, refembling an upright mane, which was longeft and fulleft
over the fhoulders; the tail not more than two or three inches, was
nearly loft among the hair of the body; the head long; the upper jaw
about the noftrils very full and chumpy. We have been the more
exatt in the particulars of this animal, few having been feen in Eng-
land ; we have knowledge of two only, one belonging to his Grace the
Duke of Marlborough; the other now exhibited at Mr. Parkinfon’s
Mufeum, London, from which this drawing was taken.

Of the general hiftory of the Swedifh Elk, the following particulars
have come to hand. In walking, the Elk carries its head nearly hori-
zontal, and when paffing the thick parts of the foreft, the head is fo
difpofed that the horns lay clofe upon the fhoulders ; thus the inconve-
nience of fuch wide extended antlers is much avoided. The horns
of this animal are reported to grow to very furprifing dimenfions; the

5
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foffil horns frequently found in Ireland are fuppofed to belong to the
Elk, or an animal of that [pecies: fome have been found extending

-fourteen feet; thofe to the animal here reprefented, were diftant about

four feet at the top; each horn having five tips, leads to fuppofe the
animal was about fix years old, and certainly not yet come to its full
growth. The climate of Sweden in general, but of the northern parts in
particular, being feverely cold, nature has not only provided a thick
warm fur, but has {o formed the under part of the hoof, with a very
{harp edge, that this animal with perfeét fafety can pafs over the
fmootheft ice. The race is not always to the {wift, nor the battle to
the ftrong, elfe this animal would be fecure from harm; the bear and
the wolf hunt it with fuccefs, the fhape of their feet, and the lightnefs
of their weight, enabling them to travel the frozen fnow with fafety ;
while the flight of the intimidated Elk is impeded by frequently falling
through the frozen cruft, which not only ftops its progrefs, but alfo
wounds its heels; thus fuffering from pain which is increafed by re-
peated difafters, it happens ere long the enemy feizes it by.the throat,
and the largeft European animal is conquered by one, not a quarter of
its fize, or weight. This animal, when defending itfelf, ufes not only its
horns, but rifing on the hind legs endeavours to plunge the fore ones
to the body of its adverfary.

It feeds upon herbage, prefers the afpen tree, refides on uninhabited
iflands, . in large rivers, and on the banks of great lakes. The report of
its fpeed is, that it will travel 300 miles a day ; the flefh rather brown
and coarfe, but good tafted.
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The

ORMS a diflinét clafs of animals, partaking many of the charac-
ters of the goat and the deer, yet diftinét from either.

The Antelope, or Gazelle, has hollow, truncated and permanent horns,
which is not fo in the deer; declines the grafly pafture, and browfes on
fhrubs, which imparts to the flefh a delicate and agreeable flavour; on
the other hand, the fize and delicate form agree with the deer; the
colour and nature of the hair alfo is the fame, but the form of the horns
differs very much, being of one ftem or ftalk only (without any branch-
ings out), though of various and very different inflexions, which
mark the feveral fpecies of this tribe. The horns are annulated or
girt round with rings at various intervals, at the fame time they are
longitudinally deprefled or flattened from top to bottom; thefe particu-
lars are common to all of the numerous race of Antelopes; of which
Mr. Buffon has enumerated twelve ; Mr. Pennant doubled that number,
and perhaps there may yet be many undefcribed varieties, if variations
fo light, and marks fo fmall, conftitute a new kind. The influence of
foil, country and climate, has moft likely produced this great variety,
and where it may end is too uncertain to fay. In general, they inhabit
the hotter climates of Afia and Africa (three or four kinds only ex-
cepted), and go in companies of fix or eight, or elfe herd together in vaft
quantities.

Mr. Sparman mentions a lucky efcape he and his travelling equipage
experienced, in being about a quarter of a mile on one fide a herd, not
lefs than ten thoufand, which took their courfe over the plain where he
lay encamped, and, but for this fortunate fpace, he and his compa-
nions would have been trodden to death.

A NTZETULOZPE

The eyes of this animal are the moft beautiful and meek which
Nature has formed. The eye of the Antelope is a metaphor in general
ufe among the Eaftern poets; and the gallantry of a lover, in thofe
countries, can go no higher, than in comparing the eyes of his miftrefs
to thofe of the Antelope. :

The form alfo is very elegant, and, with their {wiftnefs, is noticed
by the Sacred Writers. Their attivity is wonderful, and their {peed
exceflive; the flecteft dogs are left far, very far behind; and when
hunted, the aid of the hawk is neceflary, which, by faltening on the
neck and cheek, either mortally wound, or fo much impede their
flight, that an opportunity is given for the horfemen and dogs to come
up and fecure the game. The Lynx or Panther is often employed in
this chace, for the amufement of the Great; thefe animals {fucceed more
by craft than fpeed; creeping flyly forward in a winding courfe, at an
unwary moment they fpring upon the thoughtle(s animal, mortally
wound, and fuck the blood. |

Antelopes are very timid ; fome dwell upon the plams, others, and
moft generally, among the hilly countries; at the leaft or moft diftant
alarm betake themfelves to flight, and feek for fafety in dangerous and
inacceflible parts of the rocks; where, it is reported, the Antelope will
ftand upon a pinnacle or point, no broader than the fpace occupied by
the four feet drawn clofe together.

The one here delineated is the common or brown Antelope, the
horns of which are about cighteen inches long, and fifteen diftant at
the tips; {lands about three and a half feet high; colour a bright brown;
cheft, belly, &c. white. ,
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The WHITE-FOOTED ANTELOPE

HE great variety of Antelopes, and the material difference be-
tween this and the one before givbn, induced us to prefent our
readers with this drawing of the White-Footed Antelope. In our for-
mer account we remarked the almoft innumerable varieties of this
tribe, with marks effentially different, yet partaking of the {fame gene-

ral charatter and properties.

The Antelope now before us, is marked by four white feet; the

general appearance alfo varies confiderably; the colour is a dark or

blackifh brown ; on the cheeks are two white {pots, and on the neck :

there is a tuft of black hair.

Its ftrength and ativity were very great; much pains and labour

were beftowed before it could be brought to be the leaft fubmiffive or

familiar ; its height was equal to that of a common galloway, or {mall

horfe ; the hoofs were long, and divided far up.

Having before prefented our readers with the leading features and
principal charateriftics of the Gazell or Antelope tribe, we beg to refer
to a comparifon of the two drawings, for the more minute variations of

thefe two animals of the fame fpecies.
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The

F the Mulk Deer muchdoubt and various opinions have been held,

by travellers and naturalifts, in which clafsof quadrupeds to place
it; fome contend for the HHorle, fome the Ox, and other the Deer; the
latter appears the beft decifion, notwith{tanding the animal wants thofe
firiking charaéteriftics the horns ; fuffice it for us, the animal is known
by the name of the Mufk-Deer. The figure here drawn, will better
fhew its form, than any defcription.

This animal is particularly known by producing that celebrated drug
the mufk, which heretofore was in high efteem as a perfume, and at this
time is confidered as a very- powerful and valuable medicine in nervous
and other cafes. In the male animal only, this exudation gathers in a
{inall bag or cufhion, between the legs, near the groin, in fubftance like
coagulated blood, or, as fome defcribe it, a brown fatty matter; indeed
certain information is wanting of this particular. Mr. Gmelin reports,
that when the bag by being over-full becomes troublefome, the animal
exprefles part by rubbing againil a tree, or other convenient place ; the
matter dropping in {mall parcels on the ground is fecured, and is
€llcemed by much the beft mufk.

Others again report, that it comes to market only in the repofitory
formed by nature, which is not bigger than a {mall egg, and that the
weight of four is not more than an ounce. Confidering its {mallnefs,
the animals muft be in great abundance to fupply the quantities ufed in
Europe only ; in the Eaft its reputation being much greater, its ufe muft

M U S K-D E E R.

be more general. The male animal only producing this treafure, muft
be hunted and killed for the bag. This drug, like every other article of
value, is very liable to adulterations ; fmall pieces of lead are thruft into
the bag to increafe the weight, and foreign matters often mixed with it,
to augment the quantity.

To the mouth of the male animal there grow two teeth or tufks from
the upper jaw, ratherbent; thefe are very white ; to the female thefe are
wanting ; the latter alfo is much f{inaller than the male, The flefh is
ftrongly impregnated with the perfume of mufk, but is neverthelefs
caten by the Tartars.

They inhabit various parts of the Eaft Indies, China, Tartary, and
Siberia, from which latter place the one here drawn was brought. The
colour, a reddifh brown, marked on each fide the throat with a ftripe of
white, and feveral {plotches of the fame on the flanks ; the attitude of
the hind legs was allo very aukward, as expreffed in the drawing.
Naturally dwell among the mountains, and feed on herbage, and the
young buds of trees, particularly pines: prefer folitude, and avoid
mankind : if purlued, flee to the higheft fummits, inacceflible to men
or dogs. '

The fize of the one from which this drawing was taken, was, from the
nofe to the infertion of the tail, two feet four inches; from the ground to
the fhoulder, twenty inches. ‘ 2
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The

ATURE with a wife and provident care gave to every animal
N originally either force to repel, fpeed to efcape, or cunning to evade
its more formidable enemies, as a means of preferving the continuance
of her various productions. Of ufeful animals the weak were firlt re-
duced to the fervices of man, {maller animals more readily adopting the
influence of education. Thus the Sheep and Goat were firft brought to
ufefulnefs, before the robuft Ox, or vigorous Horfe ; this may be con.
fidered as one principal caufe of the endlefs variety of fuch ashave been
long and particularly attended to by man ; and the power of continued
education, joined to the influence of climate and foil, make it difficult to
fay, which are the true charaleriftic marks, or which the original of
many {pecies. -

The Mouflon is confidered as the Sheep in a flate of nature, by Mr.
Buffon, with a temper not broken by fervitude, a conftitution not foft-
ened by inaltivity and luxury. With a vigorous mind it defends
itlelf againt the attacks of larger animals, and, aided by a robuft body,
frequently overcomes formidable enemics.

"The abode of the Mouflon is in rocky countries, where they bound
from rock to rock, or climb the apparent inacceflible precipices with
that addrefs and eafe, which charaéterize the Goat and Deer tribes, and
which fets purfuit at defiance. The horns of the Mouflon are very

-

M O U F L O N

broad at the bafe, are firmly fixed upon the fkull, inclining backwards
with a confiderable curvature, the diftance increafing'to the extremities ;
the horns, of a light brown or yellow, are girt with many annuli or rings;
in the male they frequently grow to very large dimenfions, and weigh
fometimes thirty pounds; and, when broken off, as in defence, or by
other accident, often ferve as a neft, or retreat, for various fmall qua-
drupeds, fuch as young foxes, &c.

There isa beautiful form in this animal, which approaches very clofe
to the Deer ; indeed by fome it is efteemed the fame as the old or origi-
nal Welch Deer; however, the {hape of the head, and the truncated horns,
which are never fhed, rather mark it of the Sheep tribe. The major
part of the body is of a fine brown coloured hair, which on the lower
part of the neck and cheft growsto a confiderable length; the belly, legs,
and outer part of the haunches are white.

Inhabits the warmer parts of Europe, fuch as Greece, the Ifle of
Cyprus, Sardinia, and Corfica ; they alfo are found in great numbers in
the foutheérn and mountainous parts of Siberia, a climate rather cold
than temperate ; grows to the fize of a young flag. The meafurement
of the one here drawn was three feet from the nofe to the rump, and
two feet and a half from the fhoulder downward.
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The

HIS animal affords the moft ftriking example of the influence of

climate upon the clothing or fur of Goats and Sheep. When
transferred from a cold or temperate country to a hotter one, the fine
wool of the fheep degenerates to a coarle hair; and a few miles of
country furrounding Angora in Afiatic Turkey, producés this very
extraordinary variation from the common appearance of Goats. The
climate of thefe countries, and Syria in particular, impart to all the
quadrupeds, a fplendour and finenefs of fur, which is not to be equalled

inany other part of the world.,

The horns of the Natolian or Angora Goat are of great length in the
male, and lie in an horizontal pofition, twifted like a cork-fcrew ; to the
female the horns are very different, the form nearly a complete circle

round the ear.

The hair of the Angora Goat exceeds in beauty that of every other
animal ; the filvery locks formed by Nature’s carclefs, though graceful

A N G O R A

G O A T.

hand, flow in ringlets of about nine inches long, with a filky finenefs,

and refplendent whitenefs.

The hair of this Goat, for its beauty and finenefs, is bought by all
nations, and is the bafis of our beft camblet ftuffs; it is alfo wrought into
the ufeful article called mohair. Mr. Pennant reports, the hair is im-
ported in the form of thread, as the Turks will not allow it to be ex-
ported raw, as the {pinning gives employ toamultitude of poor. Much
pains is taken by the owner of the flocks, in keeping the animals clean,
and often combing them. Of late, ladies muffs in England have
been frequently made of the hair of this animal, the delicacy and
graceful form of which produces a pleafing and agreeable effect.

The one this drawing was made from was confiderably larger than
our Goats ; the meafurements were three feet fix inches from the nofe

to the rump, and two feet two inches from the (houlder downward.,
‘ 2
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The

S in length about four feet, in form between the wolf and hog; the

head refembling the wolf’s, but rather fhorter, and black from the
nofe to jult above the eyes; the colour a greyifh brown, marked
down the body and legs with darker {tripes, inclining to black; ftands
remarkably high before, and low behind, being in front about three
feet and a half, and behind about two feet and a half high; is very lank
or thin in the body, with a ridge of briftles like a hog, all along the
{pine, and a brufh tail.

The Hyzna is a remarkably unfociable and folitary animal, dwelling
in the holes and chafms of rocks, or in dens which it has formed in
the earth ; it is found in high, mountainous countries, in the mountains
of Caucafus, the Atlantic chain, parts of Syria, Perfia, and Barbary,
the moft dreary and fterile parts of the Torrid Zone, of which, fays
Mr. Buffon, it is a native.

This animal poffefles great ftrength of body, and fiercenefs of
courage; it will refift the attacks of the Lion—(Kampfer relates that
he faw one which had put two Lions to flight)—he never declinesa
combat with the fierceft of the foreft, and feldom fails to conquer—
poflefling great cruelty and fiercenefs, he is generally reckoned untama-
ble. Mr. Buffon mentions to have {feen one, and Mr. Pennant another
in a domeflic flate; the latter Gentleman thinks, if taken very young,
they may be reclaimed by good ufage, but obferves, they are commonly
kept in a ftate of ill humour by the provocations of their mafter.

H Y AE N A

Hunger feems ever to torment them with an infatiable voracity ; they
greedily devour whatever comes in their way, and will even root up the
contents of the grave, and with a keen appetite confume the putrid
corps.

The ancients had very {trange notions of this animal, believing that
it changed fex every year; this opinion, no doubt, originated from the
tranfverfe orifice which is between the tail and the anus: they alfo
believed that a ftone was found in the eye which imparted the power of
prophecy. Mr. Shaw, in his travels into Barbary, obferves, the Arabs
always bury the head of this animal, whenever they kill one, left it fhould
be applied to purpofes of magic; it was alfo believed, the Hyana had
the property of imitating the human voice, and thereby feduce unwary
travellers within its power; this the experience of modern times does
not confirm, yet a gentleman told us, he once heard one make a noife
refembling the laughing of a man, when the keeper had juft given him
fome provifion, which he made as if going to take away—this was,
probably, no more than a note of difpleafure, which every animal
poflefles, fuch as the growl of a cat with a moufe when any one ap-
proaches.—To conclude, no words can convey an adequate idea of the
voracious and fierce afpett of the Hyzna, or of his uncouth, ill-formed
{hape,
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The

T HIS animal bears a ftrong refemblance to the dog; it has a long
head, a fharp nofe, pointed and erect ears, a bufhy tail, hanging
more between his legs than a dog’s generally does, long legs, and large
fharp teeth,
This animal abounds in every quarter of the earth, it inhabits large
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in fearch of prey; its food is fuch animals as its fuperior firength can
vanquifh; lambs, calves, and theep, which he carries off with eafe and
agility ; the mufcles of his neck are fo ftrong, that in running off with
a large fheep, it fhall not trail on the ground. This animal is remarked
for great cruelty; whenever he gets ainong a flock, he deftroys with a
wanton pleafure all that come in his way, before he fecures his par-
ticular prey. It is reported, if a Wolf once taftes human flefh, he ever
after prefers it, and will feek it with great avidity and refolution, and
fometimes attack the fhepherd in preference to the flock. Troops of
this deftrutive animal have been known to attend the march of an
army, and with eager appetite devour the flain in battle, or fuch as
were fuperficially interred:—in general, this animal purfues his prey
alone, but when any great bufinefs is to be achieved, fuch as to attack
an ox, deer, or other large animal, they will affemble in numbers, and
commit their depredations in confort; but when the bufinefs is finifhed,

W O L F.

the affembly breaks up, and each retires to his hiding place. The fcent
of this animal is remarkably good, as he will wind his game at many
miles diftance. To hunt the wolf is efteemed good fport; dogs of great
courage and {peed are requifite, as they [uftain a long chafe. When
prefled with hunger, which he long fuftains, if well fupplied with
water, this animal exercifes great courage and cunning: The deftruc-
tive properties of this animal make him every where obnoxious; two
or three will caufe a long and conftant alarm to a whole country;
enmity therefore between him and man is perpetual. England abounded
with this fcourge of rural life, till king Edgar refpited the punifhment of a
criminal for a certain number of wolves’ tongues, and changed the tax of
gold and filver paid by the Welch into an annual tribute of three-hun-
dred wolves' heads. King Edward I. entirely to extirpate them, appointed
a fuperintendant to affift in their-deftrution; which was not effeCted in
Scotland till about the middle of the laft century. The fagacity of the
wolf is fo attive, that, Scheffer reports, he will not attempt an animal, if a
cord, or halter is round its neck, fufpeting a trap. The wolf isabout the
fize of a large dog, or three feet and a half long, and two feet and a half
high; colour a light brown, with a mixture of black and grey ; has a pe-
netrating eye of a grey colour, which adds a wild appearance to the
ferocity of his countenance.
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The OTAHEITE DOG.

H E modern difcoveries in the South Seas, which have been {o -

accurately reported by that celebrated navigator, Captain Cook,
have, with a new track for fpeculation, opcned a new field for obfer-
vation; and the productions of thefe ifles have been fought after with
as much curiofity and impatience by fome, as a buried vafe from Her-
culaneum, or the remains of the Capitol by others. Under this perfua-
fion of the pleafure of novelty, we prefent our readers with a portrait
of an Otaheitean Dog; which, as an animal of infinite importance,
as an article of luxury with thefe people, may deferve fome notice
from us. |
The Otaheite Dog is about the fize of our large fpaniels, and nearly
refembles them in appearance ; the head is rather longer and deeper, or
flatter perpendicularly; the ears are erett like the wolf’s; the limbs
appear rather larger; the colour, for the moft part, white, with lively
brown {pots or blotches.

The eftimation of things in general depend much upon their abun-

dance or f{carcity; and with an Otaheitean, whofe quadrupeds are but
two, it will net excite much furprife, that thefe are attended to with fome
anxiety, particularly fo, when the pleafure of the palate is concerned:
this is an influence to which the moft favage nations pay refpect.

To give fome idea of the importance of a dog in the South Seas, we
fhall prefent the report of Captain Cook on this particular, as given in
his firft voyage : “ We all agreed that a South Sea Dog was little infe-
“ rior to an Englith lamb; this excellence is probably owing to their
“ being kept up, and fed wholly upon vegetables.” Thus much as

evidence of their delicacy; the manner of cooking this dainty fhall
clofe our account. Of one prefented to the Captain, we read, « the
“ dog was killed by holding the hands clofe over his mouth and nofe;
“ an operation which continued about a quarter of an hour: while this
“ was doing, a hole was made in the ground about a foot deep, in which
“¢ a fire was kindled, and fome {mall ftones placed in layers, alternately

« with the wood, to heat; the dog was then finged by holding him over

« the fire, and, by {craping him with a fhell, the hair taken off as clean
“as if he had been fcalded in hot water; he was then cut up with the
< fame inftrument, and his entrails, being taken out, were fent to the
* fea, where, being carefully wafhed, they were put into cocoa-nut
« fhells, with what blood had come from the body. When the hole
« was [ufficiently heated, the fire was taken out, and fome of the {tones,
““ which were not {o hot as to difcolour any thing that they touched,
“ being placed at the bottom, were covered with green leaves; the dog,
¢ with the entrails, was then placed upon the leaves, and other leaves
“ being placed upon them, the whole was covered with the reft of the
* hot flones, and the mouth of the hole clofe ftopped with mould; in
¢ fomewhat lefs than four hours it was again opened, and the dog was
“ taken out excellently baked, and we all agreed that he made a very
“ good difh.

* The dogs which are here bred to be eaten tafte no animal food,
“but are kept wholly upon bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, yams, and other
“ vegetables of the like kind.”
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The G REAT

EFORE we enter upon the defcription of this creature, it may
not be amifs juft to premife, that Naturalifts have divided the
Monkey tribe into three claffes; viz. Apes, Baboons, and Monkeys.
Baboons are charaterifed by having fhort tails, canine teeth, and the
lower part of the face prominent or truncated, like the fnout of fwine:
In general, they, with the reft of the Monkey kind, go upon all fours;
though fometimes, and the Ape more frequently than the Baboon,
or Monkey, go erett: the pofition defigned by Nature was certainly
prone, and when in their wild flate, and uneducated, this is evidently
their manner of walking; elfe would the fore feet or paws have more
foftnefs of fkin, and lefs callofity than they really have; in this parti-
cular the fore feet differing nothing from the hinder ones, which muft
neceffarily be conftantly trodden on: the fingers of the feet are armed
with long {harp claws or nails.
Of Baboons it may, in general, be faid, they are fierce and ferocious,

of great bodily ftrength, perverfe habits, and very libidinous: extraor-

B A B O O N.

dinary f{tories are related of their partiality to, and anxiety for, the

females of the human race.

The one here reprefented is called the Great Baboon, and was in
height about 5 feet; from the head to the rump was about 2 feet g
inches; the length of the arms about 1 foot g inches; general colour a
greenifh black, mixed with brown; acrofs the hams a patch of purple;
a bright vermilion ftripe up the nofe to the eyes; the cheeks a dark
violet blue, with horizontal firipes of white; the eyes [mall, and ap-
proach very clofe to each other; long hair on the head and fhoulders in

confiderable quantity, a little brighter than the reft of the body. The
inner part of the cheeks, that is, the fpace between the cheek and the

teeth, is very capacious, and {erves this fpecies of animal as a pouch,
in which to flow provifions, &c. Feeds on roots, fruits and herbs, na-
turally is not carnivorous, eagerly fond of fpirituous liquors and wine—

inhabits the woods of the hotter parts of Africa.

g
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The L T ® N

HE Monkey tribe is divided into three claffes—Apes, Baboons,
and Monkeys.
Monkeys are charatierifed by having a long tail; and are again fub-

divided, by Mr. Buffon, into two claffes; diftinguithed by the ufe they

* make of their tail in many of the fritky manceuvres and tricks this

{pecies of animal is fo famous for. - To the one the tale is called prehen-
file, and ferves almoft the purpofe of another hand; for this they rea-
dily twift round the branch of a tree, and by it {fufpend themfelves
hanging in the air, head downwards; it alfo fecures them in their feat,
while the feet are otherwife employed. The other kind do not enjoy
this ufeful property of the tail; which, Mr. Buffon has obferved, be-
longs to none of the Monkey tribe of the old Continent: on the other
hand, thofe of the old world poflefs a cavity or pouch on each fide the

jaw, which ferves as a flore-room for provifion, and which thofe of

M QN K =F .Y}

America do not enjoy. Thus the diminithed attivity in the ufefulnefs
of the tail is balanced, by an opportunity of laying in ftore that, which

elfe, might not at all times be fo readily acquired.

The Monkey here reprefented is called the Lion or Silken Monkey ;
the colour and appearance- of the hair about the fhoulders refembling
that of the Lion; the hair over the whole of the body is long and very
fine, with a moft beautiful and filky appearance; the tail is long. This

animal, when fitting, did not exceed 10 inches in height.

It is the practice of the Lion Monkey to take up his abode in a large
melon, or gourd, which having previoufly excavated, and lined with

foft cotton, forms a comfortable habitation.

It is a Native of South America, particularly Guiana, and the Brafils;

is rather delicate, but gentle and frolickfome.
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The CHILD OF THE SUN.

' H1S animal is hitherto a non-defcript, belonging to the clafs of
Baboons.

The only one we have knowledge of (the one from which this draw-
ing was taken) was exhibited in England about four years back, and
was reported to have been brought from South America. The head, in
proportion to the other parts, was remarkably large; the contour or
{hape of the face alfo rather fingular, for one of the Monkey Tribe;
the fkin of the face fmooth, of a fallow complexion. "The height of

this animal, when erect, was five feet, and to its great ftature was joined

great {trength of body ; the hair from the fhoulders all over the body
was very long, but not coarfe; the colour a light fpeckled grey, refem-
bling a Guinea fowl.

The cunning and [ubtlety of the Monkey was very apparent, and in

all its actions it clofely imitated the human: the hams or buttocks were
bare, and ef a bright vermilion colour. The fkin of this animal,
when dead, was depofited in the Levercan Mufeum, where it is now to
be feen. '

Having already noticed the charafteriftics and leading properties of
Baboons, we fhall here add fome further general account of them,

“ The Baboon is a gregarious animal, herds together in great numbers,
and mutually unite their ftrength to repel danger, and procure fub-
fiftence. The ceconomy of Baboons, in general, is well regulated, and

thofe of the Cape of Good Hope, we are informed, obferve a fort of
natural difcipline, and go about whatever they undertake with fur-
prifing {kill and regularity; not being carnivorous, an herd of hun-
dreds confume great quantities of fruits, &c. Grapes, apples, and
garden fruits in general they are particularly fond of, and when they
fet about robbing an orchard or vineyard, centinels are always placed
to give early notice of the approach of danger; thefe neceflary pre-
cautions taken, the plan of operation is as follows: part enter the in-
clofure, pluck the fruit, and chuck it to their neareft fellow without
the fence; a regular line of communication being formed from the
fcene of operation to the place of retreat, the plunder is pitched from
one to another all along the line, till it is fafely depofited at head quar-
ters, which ufually is in fome mountain. During thefe manceuvres the
centinels keep a clofe look out, and if danger approaches, a loud cry is
the fignal for retreat ; this is done in a very quick, but not improvident
manner, as each one loads himfelf in the mouth, hands, and under the
arms ¢ if clofely purfued, the latter parcel is firlt dropped, next that in
the hands, and laft of all, if very much prefled, that in the mouth.
They commit their depredations with fuch boldnefs and addrefs, that
the natives, to protect their property, are {ubject to frequent watchings,
and neverthelefs {uffer great damage.” Kolben's Cape of Good Hope.
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The M A U C A U C O.

HIS animal claffes in the rear of the Monkey tribe, and ferves
as one, to conne(t the gradation from that fpecies to the com-

plete quadruped, and belongs particularly to the clafs called Maki,
The hands are ufed the fame in this fpecies as in the complete Monkey,

ferving for every purpofe of feeding, climbing, and playing.

The nofe of the Maucauco is long and {lender, black on the tip; the
eyes very large and fine, furrounded with a circle of black hair; the
ears large and upright; the arms, feet, and toes, or claws, like the

Monkey’s; the tail beautifully marked with alternate black and white

rings, and is confiderably longer than the body, which is flender, of a
pale brown, or afh colour, fomewhat darker along the fpine; neck

and belly white. The hair is beautifully fine and foft, and ftands ere&,

nearly as the pile of velvet.

The Maucauco is a native of Madagafcar, and the neighbouring ifles ;
is very good-natured and frolickfome; poffeffing all the motion and
alacrity of the Moukey. without its malice or mifchief, and is very
cleanly ; has a weak cry, is eafily tamed; in a wild flate go in troops

of thirty or forty,
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The E R

H 1S little animal is pretty well known on account of the high

~ eftimation in which the fkin is held. The fur of Ermine is an

article of confiderable commerce in the more northern countries; its
delicate whitenefs and clofenefs being furpaffed by none.

The Ermine is about nine inches long, exclufive of the tail, which is
between five and f{ix inches more; the tale is black, and in the male
part of the forehead is dark brown.

The animal called in England the Stoat is the fame as in more norltherly

climates is called the Ermine., It is a curious phenomenon in Nature,

- that furs of animals in general, in thofe countries which have a long and

fevere winter, at that feafon change their colour; thus, in Siberia the
Fox, &c. are white, and among others the Stoat or Ermine alfo under-
goes the fame change; from a fkin of brown and dark yellow, thinly
covered, is produced that thick fett, pure white fur which is prized by
all, and bought at a 1.rery high price by many nations. The procefs or

manner how Natureaccomplifhes thismetamorphofis, is not fo eafily traced :

M I N E

we well know her maternal care does accomplifh it, as a means of pro-
tecting the life of her offspring by a famenefs of colour with the fnow,
which for months covers the ground where this little animal is placed to
endure the rigours of fevere froft; and, although their efcape is thus
facilitated, the wily arts of man fucceed in the deftruction of thou-
fands, by means of traps of various kinds baited with fleth. The
hunters of Norway fhoot them with blunt arrows.

In very fevere feafons the Stoat in England (and very frequently in
the further parts of Scotland) is known to change white; but their
{kins are of little value, the feverity of our winters not being fufficient
to effect fo complete a change in the colour and fubftance of the fur, in
which its greateft merit confifts.

An Ermine brought to England quite white in the month of May,
loft all its fplendour in about thirty days (beginning at the head), which
did never return; its food is rabbits, birds, mice, &c. is very quick

of motion, and has a factid fmell, as all of the Weafel Tribe have.
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ANIMAL of the

F the limited knowledge of man, and the unlimited bounds of the

animal creation, another inflance occurs in the fubjeét we are

now to defcribe, This animal muft be confidered as a non-defcript ;

the regularity and proportion of the features are fuch, that it appears a

perfect animal, that is not a variation produced by chance, nor the off-
fpring of a mifcellaneous copulation.

The body is twelve inches long, and with the legs and head is black;
on the back are four longitudinal, broad, waved flripes of white; in the
front of the forehead is a fmall triangular fpot of the fame ; the ears are
{hortand round, and white on the infide, which is continued a little down
the face ; the tail is 10 inches long, very full and bufhy, the hair foft and

fine; the tail ingeneral i

WEASEL-KIN D.

pleafed or frightened ; has five claws on the fore legs, and four on the
hind ones ; teeth are very fmall and fine; {leeps in the day time, at prefent
in a lady’s fkin muff; when awake in continual motion ; is very agile

and frolickfome; is very tame and docile ; anfwers to the name of

* ¢ Jack,” and readily comes to any one when called : legs rather fhort.

Was brought from Bengal laft fummer, by Capt. Gell, of one of the
King’s thips ; is now in the pofleflion of Sir Jofeph Ranks, by whole
permiffion this drawing was made.

Upon the whole, the tail of the animal, when ere, is like thatof the
Squirrel ; but, from the fhape of the body‘, we think it more properly
claffes with the Weafel tribe : indeed, thf_: name handed to us was
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The B R O W N

T S an animal of the Weafel tribe, There are feveral varieties of the
Coti; the one here reprefented is the fame as Mr. Buffon names,

Le Coatt noiratre.

The Brown Coti lias a longifh head, the fnout confiderably elon-
gated, but not fo much as in one of this fpecies of animals. The ecars
are fhort, tip of the nofe very flexible, and of a purple colour; a light
ftripe from the nofe to the back of the forehead; cheeks almoft
white, with a patch of white above the eyes; feet fhort and black;

eneral colour brown, mixed with nearly black hairs; the fur coarfe

C OT I

and long; length of the body about three feet from the nofe to

the infertion of the tail, which is about two feet fix inches more;

the neck and body long.

The Cotis are natives of South America, particula_rly Brazil and
Guiana; feed on fruits, eggs, and poultry. The one from which
this drawing was made, was very greedy. Run up trees, or any
perpendicular place, very nimbly; eat like a dog, holding the food
between the fore paws; but drink by futtion like a pig;A are eafily

made tame, and are much inclined to fleep in the day-time.
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The B A

HE Badger, though a native of England, is an animal not very

well known; the fhynefs of his temper, and ftrong propenfity to
{leep, which foftens the call of appetite, makes his appearance in fearch
of prey lefs neceffary and frequent; the night alfo is the feafon for his
fearch; when, whether vegetable produttions are fatisfatory, is not
certain. The depredations in rabbit-warrens, and on young lambs, are
frequently laid to the charge of the Badger; on the other hand, the
Badger has little or no fpeed, and being much inclined to fleep, will cer-
tainly grow fat on lefs nourithment than more aitive quadrupeds.

The Badger digs a habitation in the earth with confiderable dexterity ;
the fore paws being armed with long and ftrong nails, which work with
great expedition: the paffage is of a winding form, leading to feveral
apartments, but only one entrance; a bed of foft hay and grafs is pro-
vided to induce fleep, and fecure a comfortable repofe. This habitation

is {o enviable, that the Fox, whofe abilities for burrowing in the ground

are inferior to the Badger’s, frequently ejects the lawful tenant by laying:

his feetid excrement at the mouth of the hole; the Badger being fo

cleanly an animal, that the calls of Nature are never obeyed within the
apartment,

b & F -k

The female brings three or four cubs in fummer, which are fuckled'
for fome time, and afterwards are provided with {uch food as her abi-
lities or induftry can procure. Badgers are frequently eaten, and are
faid to make good bacon.

The hair of the Badger is very long, coarfe and rough, which gives it
a very uncouth and clumfy appearance, and difguifes the true {hape of
the limbs; each hair is tinged with three different colours; the roots a
dirty white, the middle black, the extremity afh colour or grey, which
has produced the well-known faying, “as grey as a Badger.” The
cheft and belly are v.cry dark, nearly black; a firipe of the fame alfo
extends from the eye to the ear.

The Badger is common to moft northern countries, and are found in:
fome warmer ones: the Chinefe are very fond of their flefh, which is.
often an article in their butchers fhops ; are hunted by night for the fake
of the {kin; when attacked by the dogs, defend themfelves with great.
courage, and bite very feverely ; are about two feet and a half long,

tail about nine inches; have {mall eyes, and fhort round ears.
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The

HE gradation from one clafs of beings to another is made by al-

moft imperceptible degrees. The amphibious nature of fome
quadrupeds join them in clofe connettion with the fifh tribe; to which
clafs, the links of the chain fo gradually diminifh, that we {carce know
where to fix its termination. The Otter and Beaver are calculated to
live on land, yet their propenfity leads them to the water; and Nature
has provided fuitably for their deftination, Thefe animals have four
feet, and the Beaver has a tail covered with fcales; the gradation then
defcends to the Seal, whofe hind feet anfwer more the appearance and
purpofe of fins; next the Walrus, &c. till all diftinétion isloft in a com-
plete inhabitant of the limpid fluid. :

The Otter is a very voracious animal, eats much, and deftroys infi-
nitely more; for, not content with fufficient to fatisfy hunger, it kills
through wantonnefs, and deftroys for mere viétory. On the brink of
fome lake or river, under the bank, where the waves have formed an
excavation, in a gallery of this kind it makes its abode; and, when
purfued, evades the fearch by plunging into the water many yards
diftant from the place where it was expetted to be found. In a running
fiream the Otter always purfues its prey againit the current; it fre-
quently finks to the bottom, and any fifh paffing over is fure to become
its immediate prey. In flanding water it hunts them into fome creek,

O T T E R

where they rarely efcape its voracity or cruelty ; for it will continue
the hunt for hours, and dragging the prey on fhore, leave it as trophies
of fuccefs. In a few nights, one has been known to deftroy all the fith
in a large pond; will fcent or wind the fifh at a great diftance. _

The Otter, when taken young, may be tamed, and taught to follow
like a dog, and may even be accuftomed to fith for, and at the com-
mand of, his mafter: this perfetion of education requires much per-
feverance, but is very profitable when attained. The Otter brings
three or four young at a time; the old ones are rarely or never taken

“alive; the hunting them is efteemed good fport, as they fuftain a long

chace, fight boldly, and bite cruelly; indeed, few dogs will venture
to attack’them alone.

The colour of this animal is various; in general, a light ‘brown;
neck, cheft, and belly white; the hair rather coarfe; neck long and
thick ; head round; eyes very clofe together; ears {fmall; tail thickifh;
feet fhort, but very firong and flexible, and the articulations fo loofe,
that they can be turned quite round, and brought on a line with the
body ; a membrane joins the toes of all the feet; about 2 feet long;
tail 12 or 16 inches; are natives of moft temperate parts of the world ;
and are found as far north as Kamfchatka: the {kins are efteemed very
ferviceable for gloves. :
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The

S an amphibious animal; and, where the intrufion of man does not
prevent, live together in a ftate of civil government, and appear the
only inftance of brutes forming a regular commuuity, governed by
domeftic laws. The time of aflembling is about the months of June
or July, when a focicty is formed, which lafls the greater part of the
year; the refort is from all quarters, and fometimes a troop'of 200 OT
300 aflemble; the place of rendezvous is generally fuitable for the
colony, either on the banks of a lake, or on a running water. In the
latter cafe, to guard againit a fudden fwell of the river, a bank or
dam is formed acrofs the {iream, frequently of an hundred fect long;
this is done by firft driving ftakes five or {ix feet long, placed on a row,
with {mall twigs interwoven, and the interftices filled with clay; this
dam is 10 or 12 feet thick at the bafe, and gradually diminifhes to 2 or
g at the top. The fide next the head of water is floped, the other
is perpendicular.

The dam or mole being finithed, the next care is to erect the feveral
apartments or dwellings, which they build on piles or ftakes drove into
the ground for that purpole, and are either round or oval, divided into
ftories, to {ecure a retreat from {welling floods. The firlt is below the
level of the dam, and is ufually full of water; the walls are about 2
feet thick, made of earth, {tones and fticks, moft artfully laid together;
the infide is neatly plaiftered as with a trowel. Each houfe, which is
about 8 fect above the water, has two openings, one into the water, the
other towards the land. The fize of the dwelling is proportioned to
the number of Beavers which are to inhabit it, ufually from 10 to
30. It has been obferved, that 400 Beavers have refided in one large
manfion, divided into a vall number of apartments, that had a free
communication one with another. Thefe works are finithed by Auguft

or September; when they begin to lay in their ftores, which confifts

principally of the wood of the birch, the plane, &c. which they fteep
in water, in quantities proper for ufe; the fummer food is frefh leaves
and fruits; are not fond of fifh.

B E A V E R

The benefits refulting from patient perfeverance have become pro-
verbial, and a more ftriking inftance of the good effeéts cannot be given
than the completion of thefe furprifing works, which are begun by
mere inflinét, and are finifhed by mere induftry. In the labours of
this fociety every Beaver bears a part; fome, by gnawing with their
teeth, fell trees of great fize, to ferve as beams or piles; others drive
them along the water, and, with their feet, fcoop holes in which to
place them ; while others help to rear them up. Another party is em-
ployed in colleting twigs to weave between the ftakes; a third in
colleting earth, ftones, and clay ; while a fourth is bufied in beating or
tempering the mortar, which is done with the tail; others are employed
in carrying it on the broad part of the tail to proper places, and with
the fame inftrument ram it between the piles, or plaifter the houfes.
A certain number of {mart {trokes given with the tail, is a fignal given
by the overfeer for repairing to certain places to mend any defect, or
at the approach of fome enemy ; and the whole fociety attend with the
readieft affiduity.

The teeth of the Beaver are admirably adapted for cutting timber,
or {tripping the bark, to which purpofes they are fo frequently applied.
Is an inoffenfive animal, and feeks fafety rather in flight than conflict.
The fur of the Beaver is of great fervice in the hat trade; it alfo pro-
duces a valuable drug, called caftorecum; are hunted, and taken in traps
and fnares; inhabit moft northern climes, but are no where found in
fuch abundance as in Canada in America. The trade for Beavers
furs with the Indians is a fource of great wealth to the Hudfon's Bay
Company. The length of the Beaver is about 2 feet, height 1; tail 4
inches broad, 1 or 1% thick. The colour a fine chefnut brown; the
hair of different lengths and finenefs; is the only animal whofe toes
on the hind feet are joined by a membrane, while thofe on the fore
feet are not; the front feet fupply the place of hands, fimilar to the
Squirrel.



m
3

B PR,




N AR VIRERS N R Y Sy o

Tl 5NN e VN i,

The G L U T T O N.

T HIS fingular animal, on account of the length of body, and fhort-

nefs of legs, appears to belong to the Wealel tribe. Mr. Pennant
allots it with the Bear—it has a roundifh head, with a blunt nofe, fhort
cars, limbs large and ftrong, tail very bufhy, general colour black, with
a broad horizontal ftripe, of a yellowifh colour, along the upper part of
the face, the fides, and the tail.

The great voracity of this animal has fixed upon it the opprobrious
name it bears., If the a&tive fpeed which wild animals in general poflefs
fell to the fhare of the Glutton, he muft inevitably foon thin the foreft
of its inhabitants, but the cautious hand of Nature has guarded againft
his voracity by a body ill-formed for celerity ; thus difqualified for
purfuit, yet ever preflfed by an ative appetite, it has recourfe to cunning
and ftratagem. Seleéting a tree whofe fituation is promifing, or obferv-
ing on the bark the marks of the teeth or horns of the deer, or other
beaft, he readily afcends, and, hiding among the fpreading branches,
he will there wait for weeks together, expeting fome unwary animal
to pafs under, which he inftantly drops upon, fixing his teeth and claws
into the neck, digs a paffage to the great blood veflels, which lie in thofe
parts—in vain the tortured animal flies for relief among the branches of
the foreft, the Glutton flill holds his ftation; and, although it often lofes

parts of its fkinand flefh, which are rubbed off againft the trees, yet it ftilk
fticks faft, the force of appetite and nature prevail more than his feel-
ings; and he never feizes, but he brings down his prey, wearied by
fatigue, and faint by lofs of blood: the moment of vitory rewards
for former trouble, and he then makes up for paft fatigue by imme-
diately falling to, and ceafes not, till overgorging has deftroyed

" every animal funétion; thus torpid through fatiety, he lies till nature

qualifies him to renew the feaft, which he does not quit till entirely eaten
up bones and all.  As fuch a bountiful repaft cannot always fupply his
voracity, he ufes much cunning to procure his prey ; he will frequently
anticipate the fportfman by clearing his traps of the game; he fleals
upon the retreat of other animals, particularly the rein deer, of whofe
fleth he is greedily fond: he alfo lies in wait, and falls upon the game
other’ animals have run down, his conflant neceflities producing
a pretty fertile invention. One of thefe animals confined at Dref-
den confumed thirteen pounds of flefh every day, and yet not fatisfied.
The Glutton inhabits the northern parts of Europe, Siberia, and Ame-
rica; its {kin is highly efteemed for a beautiful glofs and damatked
appearance; in length it is about three feet and a half, and eighteen or
twenty inches high.
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The A R M A DIULL O

HEN we fpeak of a quadruped, imagination reprefents an:

animal covered with Rair; as when we mention a bird, or

a fith, to the one we attribute feathers, to the other [cales; and thefe
diftintions, at the firft, appear to'mark the boundary of each {pecies;
yet nature, as if in defiance of rule, and wifhing to aftonifh as much
by particular exceptions as by general laws, fo blends her feveral pro-

ductions, that it is no eafy matter to draw a diftinguifhing line, and.

fay to which clafs an animal, whofe tail is covered with fcales, belongs;
or of which family one inclofed in large {cales or fhells is a part. It
therefore becomes us not to judge by one character only, which o often.
is incomplete,

The Armadillo is one inftance among feveral of a quadruped covered
not with hair, but with a fhell or fhells. Of this animal there are {eve-
ral kinds, whofe variety confifts in the number of the bands of fhell
which encircle or cover them; to fome the incruftation is divided into-
only three diftinét pieces, to other into fix, eight, nine, twelve, and
eighteen pieces; which have been confidered by fome as marks of age;;
but, in general, with-more propriety, have been regarded as different
kinds.

The bands of fhell lap over one another, and are united by a mem=
brane, like the fhell to the tail of a lobfter; this (hell, or combination
of fhells, covers the head, the upper part of the body, and the tail;
the throat and belly being the only parts not fecured : this deficiency
is provided againft by the power the Armadillo has of rolling itfelf up
like a ball, and thereby covering the vulnerable parts, In timé of

danger, when it cannot make good its retreat to its hole, it brings the
head and feet clofe to the belly, and, bending the back, forms nearly a
fphere, the tail laps over the joining, and makes a firmer hold ; in this
form it defies the attack of any quadruped, and a patient fuffering of
infult generally proves its fecurity ; but man, whofe power is over the
whole creation, whofe pewer andv perfeverance is irrefiftible when any
good is to be obtained, or any luxury enjoyed, foon convinces the poor
Armadillo of its danger, by expofing it to the fire, which makes it
quickly unroll.

The finall kind of this animal are efteemed very nice eating, and are
therefore hunted with avidity ; dogs are ufed to purfue them, who im-
pede their flight by making them roll themfelves up, when they become
an ealy prey to man. Asthey run pretty faft, if a few minutes are allowed,
they immediately fall to work, and feek fecurity by burrowing in the
ground, which they do with great celerity, and muft then be dug out.
Their accuftomed abode is in holes of confiderable depth, and, as they
wander only by night, and then not far, fome indullry is required in
fecuring them. :

The colour of the fhell of the Armadillo is a greyifh yellow; that
part of the head which is not covered, is a blackifh brown, the belly a.
yellowifh white, which bears evident marks of a tendency to offify;
the feet a flethy red colour, are {potted. Are natives of South Ame-
rica, particularly the Brafils; about 14 or 18 inches lbng ; the larger
kind 2 feet, 7
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The BOMBAY

HE tafk of the Hiftorian or Naturalift is often furrounded with
perplexities and difficulties; fometimes, from the incertitude,

the variation, and almoft total diffimilarity of his information; and
fometimes from the entire want of every information; for, of thofe

who are pleafed with poffefling a new or ftrange animal, and will be

at the trouble of tranfporting it from diftant parts, few have abilities
or inclination, to feek that knowledge which would fatisfy a Zoologift
in its habits and propenfities; and, perhaps, very few enjoy opportuni-

ties of acquiring certain intelligence.

With refpeét to the animal now before us, we acknowledge our want

of certain information; all we can fay is, that it was brought from

SOUIRRE L.

India in one of the Company’s fhips; it appeared to have all the mo-
tions and aftions of a common Squirrel ; and, as its fize was larger, fo
its firength was greater. The fine rich colouring of the fur gave it a
very grave and majeftic appearance. We are forry to add, that fince

this drawing was made the animal is dead.

The length of the body was 15 inches; the tail as long; the head
longith and round ; the ears tufted; the colour of the head and ears
a fine deep brown; the fhoulders, along the back, hams and tail, black ;
fides a reddifh purple; cheft, fore feet, belly, and infide of hind feet,
a yellowifh white. The end of the tail to this animal was not of an

orange colour, as the one defcribed by Mr, Pennant was.
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The

T firft view, bears a general refemblance to our common hog, but
on examination is evidently of a diftinét fpecies; neither will
they breed together. The head of the Peccary is large; the {nout long,
and terminates like the hog’s; the neck is thick and fhort; the body
bulky, and marked down the neck with a belt of a whitifh colour; the
legs are fhort; the general colour is black; each hair or briftle is
marked with alternate bands of black and white, like the porcupine’s
quills ; the coating is a coarle kind of briftles, which are long over the
whole body, and the length of four or five inches along the back ; has
no tail; the fize is rather {maller than the common hog; the appearance
equally clumfy with all of this tribe. ;

The Peecary is further diftinguifhable from every other quadruped,
by an orifice in the back, near the rump, which by fome has been
miftaken for the navel; from this opening difcharges an ichorous liquor
of a difagreeable fmell. It is neceffary, immediately on killing the
animal, to extract this orifice or gut, elfe, in the courfe of a quarter of
an hour, it will taint the whole carcafe.

P E C C A R Y,

The Peccary 1s a native of the hotteft parts of South ‘America, where
they are very numerous, and go in herds of two or three hundred ;
prefer the mountains to the plains, and the woods to the open parts, as
the food they moft delight in abounds there in the greateft plenty;
they eat alfo toads, lizards and ferpents; the latter they fkin with great
adroitnefs, holding them with the fore feet.

The P-cccary., though not armed with fuch offenfive weapons as the
wild boar or hog, will fight ftoutly with the beafts of prey. The Ja-

. guar, or American Leopard, is its mortal enemy ; often the body of that

animal is found with feveral of thefe hogs, flain in combat. They ren-

‘der mutual affiftance when attacked, and endeavour to furround the

enemy. The Peccary may be rendered tame and domeftic; is fatisfied
with the fame food as the hog, but is not fo much inclined to be fat;
nor will it, like them, wallow in mire. The flefh is efteemed very
good food.
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The P OR CUUPTIN E

T H E very fingular properties of this animal have been the founda-
tion of many fabulous reports.

Nature, in all her productions, gives to every animal fome particular
quality—in fome fhe implants a fierce and favage cruelty, regarding
only the gratification of an inordinate appetite ; in othersa mind harmlefs
and peaceable, yet poflefled of powers and faculties to at on the de-
fenfive, fuch as extreme caution, or cunning, which may be called an
internal defence; or an external one, fuch as fhields the animal now
before us—thus guarding the weaker againft the overbearing oppreflion
of the flronger, thereby preferving an equality and balance in her
productions. The Porcupine is in its nature quiet, and {eldom gives pro-
vocation of offence; and when attacked by an animal of prey defends
itfelf by eretting its quills in fuch a manner as always to keep them
pointed towards the enemy ; thus fecuring its own fafety. Sparman, a
modern traveller to the Cape, reports, * By rolling up its body like the
* hedge-hog into a heap, and fetting up its prickles, or quills, many of
“ which are a foot and a half long, it is perfectly well defended from
“ dogs, as well as other animals."—If time permits, it makes towards,
and afcends a tree, where perched in fafety, it wearies the patience of

-its purfuer.

The power formerly attributed to the porcupine of voluntarily dif-
charging its quills, and with them mortally wounding, at a confiderable
diftance, is now -entirely difcredited, great provocation having been
ufed, if poflible, to produce this effect, but withcut fuccefs. The quills
are {trongly inferted in the body of the animal; each one fed or fup-
ported by a fmall ball or nucleus of a foft fpongy matter, varying in
fize according to the bulk of the quill.

Thofe Porcupines which inhabit the Eaft are reported to poflels a
Bezoar or flone, which is reputed an antidote to poifon; this is
found in the head, and is confidered of great value. Taverner reports
his giving five-hundred crowns for one, which he afterwards changed
to advantage ; he fays they are alfo found in the belly fometimes. Of this
animal there are feveral fpecies little akin otherwife than in being
provided with a coat of quills. The one here drawn has the upper lip
divided, head like an hare, with a row or ruff of {tiff briflles fur-
rounding it on the forepart of the fhoulders and top of the head, reclin-
ing backwards; the body part is thickly covered with quills from nine
to twelve inches long, very fharp at the point, and regularly annulated
with alternate black and white; fome of the larger quills are near a
quarter of an inch diameter; the internal {ubftance is {pongy, like the
upper part of a goofe-quill; the body is thickly covered with hair
between the quills; the head, belly, and legs are covered with ftrong
briltles rooted among foft hair; the feet are fhort, as is the tail, which is
covered with quills : the general length of the animal 1s about three feet;
it inhabits Africa, India, Tartary, and Paleftine. In Italy a {pecies with
fhorter quills run wild ; thefe are fold in the market at Rome, where
they are eat :—The traveller before quoted fays, the flefh neareft re-
“ fembles pork, a circumftance which undoubtedly gave it the name it
“ bears; it is chiefly ufed as bacon, being fmoked and dried up the
« chimney for that purpofe, and is by no means ill-tafted.” It feeds on
fruits, roots, and herbs; the colour inclines to black.
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HIS isanamphibious animal, of a gigantic bulk, inferior only

to the Elephant ; is found in large and rapid rivers; the Nile, the
Gambia, and the great rivers on the South-Eaft parts of Africa. The
general dimenfions of this animal are reported as follows; in length
about 17 feet, circumference 15, height 7, legs 3, head g# feet long,
and g round; tail fhortifh, eyes and ears {mall; the latter pointed,
covered on the infide with hair; the two tulks in the lower jaw lie
nearly horizontal, and meafure about 27 inches long; their weight
about g pounds: thefe tufks are highly prized by Dentifts, for making
falfe teeth, not being fo liable to turn yellow as ivory. The fkin thinly
interfperfed with ftrong hairs, or briftles; is very rough, of a mud
colour, and, when newly rifen out of the water, the animal has a
glittering or {limy appearance.

This animal, unlefs infulted, is of a quiét difpofition; palfling its time
in wandering up and down the rivers, which it chiefly inhabits. Fifh,
as fome have reported, makes no part of its food ; this it feeks at night
on land, feeding on the grafs, reeds, and boughs of trees which are in the
neighbourhood of its abode. * The quantity of grafs,” fays Mr, Spar-
man, “ which I have at different times obferved to have been confumed
“ by one of thefe animals, in {pots where it has come over night to
“ graze, is almoft incredible :” Indeed, confidering the bulk of its body,
and the great fize of its flomachs (which are four) it certainly muft
require great quantity of nutriment. When in the water, the Hippopo-
tamus frequently rifes to the top to take in air; it will fuffer immerfion
about 30 or 40 minutes. Providence, in its univerfal wifdom, has ap-
pointed the abode of this coloffal animal in very diftant parts from the
habitations of man, elle its great firength and revengeful nature muft
produce much mifchief;——of its ftrength, it has the credit of being

HI PP OPOTAMU S

able, with eafe, to bite a man in two; and of its revengeful nature, it
has been known to place itfelf under a boat, and by rifing up, overfet
it with fixmenin. Moore, in his travels up the Gambia, relates a fimilar

- difafter: A boat going down the river, fell in with a herd of thefe ani-

mals: “ on being fired at,” fays the Narrator, * before the flafhing of
“ the pan was well out of our eyes, being in the midft of them, one
“ which we fuppofed was wounded, flounced and kicked about the
“ boat till he knocked a piece out of the bottom ; and before we could
« reach fhore, fhe funk right down.” One of thefe animals pur{ued for
feveral hours a Hottentot, who found it very difficult to make his
elcape; their aftivity when on land mufl not, therefore, be calculated
from the unwieldinefs of their appearance. In the water they {wim
with great vigour againft the ftrongeft current, and frequently fink to
the bottom, and walk as on land: they frequent falt water, but do not
drink it; when angry, make a furious noife, between the grunt of a
hog and the neighing of a horfe, which, probably, fixed on it the name
of Hippopotamus, which is Greek, and fignifies a river horfe; its num-
ber of ftomachs has certainly caufed it to be called the fea cow.

A confiderable portion of a fkeleton of one was lately found in dig-
ging at Chatham, which has led a lecarned Gentleman to make fome
ingenious queries concerning the antiquity of the earth, the climate of
this country in former times, and to conclude this animal was once a
native of England. The Hippopotamus is certainly the animal which
is defcribed in fuch a figurative, yct corre¢t, manner in the 4oth chap-
ter of Job.

The drawing for this fub_]e& was taken from a ftuffed {kin in the
Leverean Mufeum, and is regarded as a juft figure of the animal,
though not at full growth; the dimenfions were g feet long, and 5 high.
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“The

H 1S amphibious animal is claffed among the Lizard Tribe. A

courage fierce and favage, aided by great bodily ftrength, joined
to a confiderable fhare of cunning, or {lratagem, compofe the great
outline of this animal’s character.

Of a bulk truly formidable from 18 to 28 feet long, they are univer-
fally dreaded; always on the watch, with ativity and appetite ever
ready, the Crocodile lets {lip no opportunity of committing his depreda-
tions on animal nature; the water is his proper element, but if his
voracity has caufed a fcarcity of game here, hid among the reeds, he
lies in wait on the banks of the river, expe&ing the approach of fome
thirfty animal, compelled by the heat to regale nature with a lap’ of
water, then the Crocodile immediately feizes upon, and pulls down his
prey ; where, unlefs of very large bulk, it rarely efcapes being pre-
fently drowned, holding his prey both by his claws and his mouth,
which, in one 17 feet long, will open near 2 feet, a gape {ufficient to
take firm hold of man or beaft.

This animal is oviparous, or generated by eggs, which the female
depofits with the utmoft fecrecy and circum{pecttion in the fand, on the
fhore of the river; fcratching a hole in a {uitable place, in about an hour
fhe depofits near an hundred eggs, then covers the place with the molt
fedulous anxiety for their fafety; the fame tafk is performed the fuc-
ceeding and third day, when about goo eggs are depofited, thefe covered
with great care with the fand, fhe commits to the foftering hand of
Nature: the heat of the fun in about go days animates the eggs, and
now Nature prompts the mother to feek after her young by clearing
away the fand; the brood thus liberated, fome take immediately to the

C ROCODTILE,

water, while others mounted on her back, are introduced to their fluid
habitation with more eafe and fafety ; this parental care foon fubfides;
their proper element once gained, fafety depends on their agility and
caution.

The ferocity of the Crocodile, like other wild animals, very much
abates as his abode is more or lefs in an inhabited country. In unfre-
quented rivers they lie bafking in droves together, and have the appear-
ance of large trunks of trees, with rough and rugged bark floating on the
water; yet, thus apparently torpid, appetite is awake, and the approach
of any animal is quickly followed by a conflict for vi¢tory. In more
populous countries the undivided tyranny of man has reduced them
within better bounds. It is reported, the children of the Siamefe play
with them in a very familiar manner, and will even correét them with
blows; it is true, indeed, thefe people treat them more as friends than
enemies. The reverfe to this is the general charatter of the Crocodile,
whofe great fecundity muft be very alarming, had not the wife, the
beneficent hand of Providence appointed a bird of the Vulture kind,
and an animal called the Ichneumon, with an appetite peculiarly fond
of the Crocodile’s eggs.

The colour is a greenifh brown, the upper part of the body is covered
with a very thick and rough fkin, proof againft the edge of a {word;
the belly, of a greenith white, is more vulnerable; the eye is very
prominent and large, of a yellowifh green; the feet are fhort, but very
mufcular; with its tail it ufually knocks down and ftuns its prey. In-
habits moft great rivers of Afia, Africa, and America: the Nile in
Egypt has ever been famous for them.



