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Movement update



Wikimedia Foundation highlights

● Research on Wikipedia readers. The first series of results from an analysis of 215,000 
responses were released illustrating some of the reasons why people read Wikipedia.

● Auto-save edits. In case of software and connection crashes, auto-save edits has gone live. 
(Bugs and kinks are being addressed). 

● Transparency report. The Legal team released the Foundation’s latest Transparency Report, 
which covers requests received July to December 2017. The Foundation received 343 requests 
to alter or remove content, granted none. 

https://blog.wikimedia.org/2018/03/15/why-the-world-reads-wikipedia/
https://transparency.wikimedia.org/


Coming up in April
● Wikimedia Conference 2018 (April 18 - 22), Berlin, Germany. The annual Wikimedia affiliates 

conference brings together representatives of movement chapters, user groups, and thematic 
organizations around the world. 

● Wikimedia contributors and communities survey. This global survey, part of the Community 
Engagement Insights project, is launching this week. If you see an invitation to take the survey, 
please take 30 - 40 minutes to complete it. Your feedback helps Wikimedia Foundation teams offer 
the support that communities all over the world need to advance their work!

● GLAM-Wiki 2018. The conference, to be held in Tel-Aviv in November, is accepting submissions 
until April 30.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Conference_2018
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Conference/GLAM-WIKI_2018


Wikivoyage: 5 years 
with Wikimedia



Wikivoyage: 5 years 
with Wikimedia 

















CentralNotice -
Effect on Wikivoyage 

readership 



1st January
2018

~24,000

18th March
2018

15,688

Source: 
https://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/wikivoyage.org

Alexa Rank - Increase



95,937 121,227

Source: https://stats.wikimedia.org/v2/#/en.wikivoyage.org/reading/total-pageviews

Daily PageViews - Post Campaign Increase

26% ⇧

4,254 5,71934% ⇧

en.wikivoyage

es.wikivoyage

2,931 3,43316% ⇧he.wikivoyage



27,370 30,332

Source: https://stats.wikimedia.org/v2/#/en.wikivoyage.org/reading/total-pageviews

Daily Unique Devices 

10.8% ⇧en.wikivoyage

3.50 3.99

Reader Site Engagement - Pageviews / Unique Devices

14% ⇧en.wikivoyage



Next Steps
● Many questions:

○ Persistent? Cumulative? Lapsed readers? Ceiling effect?

● Re-run with a more focused controlled experiment
○ Focus on reader engagement

○ Reproducibility - 2 cohorts. 2 experiments. 

○ Other projects? Bringing smaller projects into the mainstream.



Structured Data on 
Wikimedia Commons:

GLAM research 
update



Make Commons more used by 
making it machine readable

Make media and metadata easier to 
upload, edit, find, and reuse



5 outcomes 
(and one corollary outcome)

1. Make editing metadata easier 
(and enable multilingual statements)

2. Make search more effective
3. Satisfy GLAM use case
4. Allow license compliant reuse
5. Support tool development



● Focus group @ 2017 European GLAMwiki 
coordinators meeting

● Interviews w/ GLAMers from 5 continents
● Survey through GLAM monthly newsletter 

Research

Pe
rs

on
as

meta:Research:GLAM and Commons

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:GLAM_and_Commons


At the same time, we mapped out the typical 
workflows for GLAM uploads on Commons



And translated the research findings 
into tasks for the project teams

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Supporting_Commons_contribution_by_GLAM_institutions/Prese
rving_important_metadata_about_media_items 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Supporting_Commons_contribution_by_GLAM_institutions/Preserving_important_metadata_about_media_items
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Supporting_Commons_contribution_by_GLAM_institutions/Preserving_important_metadata_about_media_items


Research findings breakdown, in large spreadsheet of 49 pain points 
around GLAM contributions to Commons 
(the 'List of Pain')



Second 'Fram' expedition, 1899, National Library of Norway, 
from Flickr the Commons (no known copyright restrictions)

Example 1: 
GLAMs and Wikimedians need 
good documentation

→ Embark on GLAM pilot projects, starting April 2018 
- to be well documented

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%22Fram%22_17._mai_1899_(16050104269).jpg
https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T190495


Map of the bay, city and fortifications of Colombo, 
ca. 1655, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Public Domain

Example 2: 
Data wrangling before uploads is hard!

→ Work on mapping GLAM metadata schemes to 
Wikidata and Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AMH-2615-NA_Map_of_the_bay,_city_and_fortifications_of_Colombo.jpg
https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T189500


Commons:Structured data

Newsletter

Reliéf Bretschneidrovo ucho, 
photo by Jarda 75, Public Domain

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Global_message_delivery/Targets/Structured_Data_on_Commons
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bretschneidrovo_ucho.jpg


VisualEditor
Past, Present & 

Future



“I look back with bemusement to the days when 
I created references from scratch...”











Language Edits Articles
English 828,665,889 5,599,590

German 174,640,966 2,167,518

French 146,496,186 1,969,341

Spanish 106,193,128 1,399,549

Italian 95,503,373 1,427,081

Russian 91,475,282 1,462,728

Japanese 67,768,737 1,100,798

Polish 52,856,723 1,272,176

Portuguese 51,473,349 996,104

Dutch 51,224,983 1,927,165

Chinese 48,600,028 5,345,644

Swedish 42,577,855 7,651,415

Serbo-Croatian 40,792,316 4,592,858

Vietnamese 38,429,756 13,050,443

Arabic 27,897,257 3,469,196

Hebrew 22,674,916 924,212

Persian 22,496,063 3,933,343

Ukrainian 22,258,281 2,349,885

Cebuano 21,719,684 8,964,171

Korean 20,937,990 1,603,909





“Nah. Nah. I haven't a clue how to do that.
Toolbox? Templates?

<scrolls through templates used>
Oh look at all that! I don't wanna know about that.

...
No. I can't do it.”



“It's hard to read ... there's all these brackets, and the reference 
website is here ... just look at it, you've no idea what this is!”







“ I find that VE has cut my Editathon training time in half: you don't have to explain, and 
reinforce the skills of adding things like references or bolding.”

“As a volunteer in Ecuador, I only recommend using VE to the newbies that attend our 
events. It's just inconceivable to me to even try to train people to learn code in 2018.”

“In each workshop that I have given lately, there has been at least one participant who has 
picked up Wikipedia editing with VE without needing much feedback at all, producing a very 

polished new or improved article in a very short period of time. VE has become really 
intuitive and smooth for that.”

“In the last few years, I've always recommended new editors to immediately turn on the VE 
in their preferences”



Technology 
& research

Public Domain, NASA





 Health and medicine
 3D food printing
 Infrared ear thermometers
 Ventricular assist device
 Artificial limbs
 Light-emitting diodes in medical therapies
 Invisible braces
 Scratch-resistant lenses
 Space blanket

 Transportation
 Aircraft anti-icing systems
 Highway safety
 Improved radial tires
 Chemical detection

 Public safety
 Video enhancing and analysis 

systems
 Landmine Removal
 Fire-resistant reinforcement
 Firefighting equipment

 Consumer, home, and recreation
 Temper foam
 Enriched baby food
 Portable cordless vacuums
 Freeze drying
 Space age swimsuit
 Digital image sensor

 
 

 Environmental and agricultural resources
 Water purification
 Solar Cells
 Pollution remediation
 Correcting for GPS signal errors
 Water location

 Computer technology
 Structural analysis software
 Remotely controlled ovens
 NASA Visualization Explorer
 OpenStack
 Software catalog

 Industrial productivity
 Powdered lubricants
 Improved mine safety
 Food safety

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Health_and_medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#3D_food_printing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Infrared_ear_thermometers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Ventricular_assist_device
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Artificial_limbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Light-emitting_diodes_in_medical_therapies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Invisible_braces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Scratch-resistant_lenses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Space_blanket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Transportation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Aircraft_anti-icing_systems
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Highway_safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Improved_radial_tires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Chemical_detection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Public_safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Video_enhancing_and_analysis_systems
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Video_enhancing_and_analysis_systems
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Landmine_Removal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Fire-resistant_reinforcement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Firefighting_equipment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Consumer,_home,_and_recreation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Temper_foam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Enriched_baby_food
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Portable_cordless_vacuums
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Freeze_drying
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Space_age_swimsuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Digital_image_sensor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Environmental_and_agricultural_resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Water_purification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Solar_Cells
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Pollution_remediation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Correcting_for_GPS_signal_errors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Water_location
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Computer_technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Structural_analysis_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Remotely_controlled_ovens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#NASA_Visualization_Explorer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#OpenStack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Software_catalog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Industrial_productivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Powdered_lubricants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Improved_mine_safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_spinoff_technologies#Food_safety
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Summary

● We've come a long way
● VE is now the primary editor for many
● Working really well for new users
● An extensible platform for the future
● Tech benefits across MediaWiki
● Plenty still to do!



Questions and 
discussion



Submit your ideas!
Meta:Wikimedia Foundation metrics and 

activities meetings/Future meetings

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_metrics_and_activities_meetings/Future_meetings
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_metrics_and_activities_meetings/Future_meetings


wikilove
LIVE


