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Def. Doc. #1979 (Corrected Copy) Exhe Nos

Iranslated Ey
Dofenso Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITALRY TRIFPUNAL "OR THE FAR EAST

TFT UNMIT®ED STLTES OF AMERICA, ot al
-8 -

LRLXI Sadao, et al

Sworn Peposition

Deponent ¢ OKADA, Yoshimasa:

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet

and in accordancse with the procodure followed in my country

I hereby depose as followse.

) I, OKADA,Yoshimasa, was a colonel in the Japanese
army at the end of the ware

I am living in No. 190, 2-Chome, Mabashi, Suginami-ward.,
2 e I served on the staff of G, He Qs of the China
Exneditionary Forece from October, 1939 to June, 1943, dealt.
with Intelligences.

negotiation through Mr. Stoeward.
January, 1941, we were informed by Chang Yen-Ching

who was in Pokin at that time that Dr. Steward, the:
President of Yenking University 1in Peking would like to hanve

an interview with the Chief of Staff ITAGAI in China.
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Tho Chief of Staff ITAGAKI, being too occupied at the

time with operntions, ordered mo to sce Dr, Steward andg

and sound the

views of Dp, Stoeward,

who was an expert 4n Chinese affairs,

I remember that I went to Shanghai in the beginning of

February and mot Dr,

for about +two hours, as

A2 represontative of the Chief of Staff, ITAGLKI.

I do not remember the detanils of the intorvicw, but

Inecidnet,

I heard later on that Dr. Stoward despatched a cable

mOSS-‘IgO to the U.oSo

Strte Department with regard to the

said interview, The Chierf of Staff ITAGAKI expressacd

Nis utmost eagerness at the aforementionsd suggestion of

imorican mediation,

knowing from his former capacity as

War Minister that it was 1n line with thn nolicy of central

quarters and he ordered me to g0 to Tokyo to report this

m:‘_‘.ttor-

I proceceded to Tokyo and submitted the report to the

General Staff and the War

Ministry, but because of the

Japanese Government having started nogotintions with
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Amorica scparately, this matter was shelved. No further
communication was made with Dr. Steward.

4 Poaco Negotiation through Yon Hsi-shan.

The reason why General ITLGAKI, while ho was War Minister

made oefforts for poace with Wu Pei~hu was ‘in order to be ing
about a Sino-Jépaneso peace as quickly'as'possiblé and he
tried to persuade the Chinose peopls by estﬁblishing peace
socleties in manvy places in Neorth &nd Gentral China, This
found as rocsponse on that art of YEY Hsi-gshan in Shanhsgi
Provinee, who in answer to the feeling of the general publiec
began carnestly to express his desire for peace betwecn
Japan and China. He despatched lianison to Major-General
TAVATA,Ryukichi, chief of Staff of tho Japancse first Lymy
stationed in Shanhsi Provinece at that time.

In 1940, Major-General TANAKAL reported this situation
to the General Headquartors accordinglve Chief 'of Staff
ITAGAKI in China cordially supported the said nogotintion
and gave instruction to the Army in North froquently,
despatching membors of his staff so as to work over to a
general poacc from the localized poaces.

Tho said negotiations bore fruit during the poeriod of
the following Chicf of Staff, Géneral USEIROKU, and the
meceting between YEN Hsi-shan and the commander of the Pirst
Lrmy was brought about at last but this was really due. to
nothing but the motive power applied during the period of
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General ITAGAKXI,

Oe Poace nogotintions in Honkong toward Chungking.

This movement was going on from spring to summer: of
1940, LioutonanteColonel SUZUKI, Takuji, military attacho'
n® Hongkong, oonductecd negetiation for SinoeJapanese peace
wlth SUNG Tzuechich (whom we trusted ), who was said to be
the youngest brother of SUNG Tzuewsn and also to be chiefly
reprosenting SUYG Teue-wan of tho Chungking faction. Not
only tho supromo Commander in China and the Imperial

Headquartors rocognizod this faet, but tho latter despatched
to HFongkong Colonel USUI, Socction Chicf, who gave nowarful
ngssistance in the abovementioned negotiened negotiation.,

The first stop of tho HONGKONG negotiation progressod even
as for as the discussion of fundamentnl problems (armistice,
evncuation, the probleoms of Manchoukuo otc.) and the final
decision was to be made botween the proper dolegates
authorized by Japan and China respectively. CHANGSHA,

being situated on the front line, was nominated as the
mecting=sport for this purposee. Chief of Staff in China
ITAGAKI was expccted to be the delegate from our sids,

and plans were mado concerning thoe arrangement of fighting
lines on both sides, proparations tho air port, and so
forth, some of which were put into practicecs The negotiation
in question, however, was finally suspended by the Chinese

proposale
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On this 29 day of July, 1947

At Tokyo
DEPONENT /S/ OKADA, Yoshimasa (seal)

I, Banno Junkichi, hereby certify that the above

etatement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his

gsignature and seal thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same date, at the same place.

Witness: /S/ Banno, Junkichi (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge.

/S/ OKADA, Yoshimasa (seal)




