with the state of things in Europe; but, whatever
happens in Europe must have its infectious influence
in America. The wise man takes Time by the
forelock—and goes in front of events.

Let me turn away to the fifth great new factor :
The impetus towards a League of Nations.

This, to my thinking, so wholly advisable, would
inspire more hopefulness, if the condition of Europe
was not so terribly confused, and if the most salient
characteristics of human nature were not elasticity,
bluntness of imagination, and shortness of memory.
Those of us who, while affirming the principle of
the ILLeague, are afraid of committing ourselves to
what obviously cannot at the start be a perfect
piece of machinery, seem inclined to forget that if
the assembled Statesmen fail to p/ace i running order,

now, some definite machinery for the consideration
of international disputes, the chance will certainly

slip. We cannot reckon on more than a very
short time during which the horror of war will rule

our thoughts and actions. And during that short time
it 1s essential that the League should have had some

tangible success in preventing war. Mankind puts
1its faith in facts, not theories: in proven, and not
in problematic, success. One can imgine with what
profound suspicion and contempt the armed indivi-
dualists of the Neolithic Age regarded the first
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organised tribunal; with what surprise they found
that it actually worked so well that they felt justi-
fied in dropping their habit of taking the lives and
property of their neighbours first and thinking
over it afterwards. Not till the Tribunal of the
LLeague of Nations has had successes of conciliation,
visible to all, will the armed individualist nations
of to-day begin to rub their cynical and suspicious
eyes, and to sprinkle their armour with mothe
powder. No one who, like myself, has recently
experienced the sensation of landing in America
after having lived in Europe throughout the war,
can fail to realise the reluctance of Americans to
commit themselves, and the difficulty Americans
have in realising the need for doing so. But may
I remind Americans that during the first years of
the war there was practically the same general
American reluctance to interfere in an old-world
struggle; and that in the end America found that
it was not an old-world but a world-struggle. It
is entirely reasonable to dislike snatching chestnuts
out of the fire for other people, and to shun depar-
ture from the letter of cherished tradition; but
things do not stand still in this world ; storm centres
shift ; and live doctrine often becomes dead dogma.
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The League of Nations is but an incorporation of '

the co-operative principle in world affairs. Ve
have seen to what the lack of that principle leads
both in international and national life. Americans
seem almost unanimously in favour of a League of
Nations, so long as it is sufficiently airy—perhaps
one might say ¢hot-airy’; but when it comes to
earth, many of them fear the risk. I would only
say that no great change ever comes about in the
lives of men unless they take risks; no progress
can be made. As to the other objection taken to
the League, mot only by Americans—that it won’t
work, well we shall never know the rights of that
unless we try it. The two chief factors in avoiding
war are Publicity and Delay. If there is some
better plan for bringing these two factors into play
than the machinery of a League of Natiens, I have
yet to learn of it. The League which, I think, will
come in spite of all our hesitations, may very likely
make claims larger than its real powers; and there
i1s, of course, danger in that; but there is also
wisdom and advantage, for the success of ¢the
League must depend enormously on how far it
succeeds 1n riveting the imginations of mankind in
its first years. The League should therefore make
bold claims. After all, there is solidity and truth
in this notion of a Society of Nations. The world

¢ hot airy’=Dhoastful.
come to earth =become real,

work = produce eflect. 4
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1s really growing towards it beneath all surface
rivalries. We must admit it to be in the line of
natural development, unless we turn our back on
all analogy. Don’t then let us be ashamed of it, aS
if it were a piece of unpractical idealism. It is
much more truly real than the state of things which
has led to the misery of these last four years. The
soldiers who have fought and suffered and known
the horrors of war, desire it. The objections come
from those who have but watched them fight and
suffer. Like every other change in the life of
mankind, and like every new development in
industry or art, the League needs faith. I.et us
have faith and give it a good ¢send-off.

I have left what I deem the greatest new factor
till the last—Anglo-American unity. Greater it is
even than the impetus towards a League of Nations,
because without it the League of Nations has surely
not the chance of a lost dog.

I have been reading a Life of George Washington,
which has filled me with admiration of your stand
against our Junkers of those days. And I am
tamiliar with the way we outraged the sentiment of
both the North and the South, in the days of your
Civil War. No wonder your history books were
not precisely Anglophile, and that Americans grew
up in a traditional dislike of Great Britain! I am
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realist enough to know that the past will not vanish
like a ghost—just because we have fought side by
side in this war; and realist enough to recognise
the other elements which make for patches of
hearty dislike between our peoples. But, surveying
the whole field, I believe there are links and
influences too strong for the disruptive forces; and
I am sure that the first duty of English and
American citizens to-day is to be fair and open to
understanding about each other. If anyone will
take down the map of the world and study it, he
will see at once how that world is ballasted by the
English-speaking countries; how, so long as they
remain friends, holding as they do the trade routes
and the main material resources of the world under
their control, the world must needs sail on an even
keel. And if he will turn to the less visible chart
ot the world’s mental qualities, he will find a certain
reassuring identity of ideals between the various
English-speaking races, which form a sort of
guarantee of stable unity. Thirdly, in community
of language we have a factor promoting unity of
ethics, potent as blood itself; for community of
language is ever uncoasciously producing unity of
traditions and ideas. Americans and Britons, we
are both, of course, very competitive peoples, and
I suppose consider our respective nations the chosen
people of the earth. That is a weakness which,
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though natural, is extremely silly, and merely proves
that we have not yet outgrown provincialism. But
competition is possible without reckless rivalry.
There was once a bootmaker who put over his
shop: ‘Mens conscia recti’ (‘ A mind conscious of
right’). He did quite well, till a rival bootmaker
came along, established himself opposite, and put
over /us shop the words: ¢Men’s, Women’s, and
Children’s conscia recti, and did even better. The
way nations try to cut each other’s commercial
throats is what makes the stars twinkle—that smile
on the face of the heavens. It has the even more
ruinous effect of making bad blood in the veins of
the nations. Let us try playing the game of
commerce like sportsmen, and respect each other’s
qualities and efforts. Sportsmanship has been rather
ridiculed of late, yet I dare make the assertion that
she will yet hold the field, both in your country

and 1n mine; and if in our countries—then in the
world.

It is ignorance of each other, not knowledge,
which has always made us push each other off—
the habit, you know, is almost endemic in strangers,
so that they do it even in their sleep. There were
once two travellers, a very large man and a very
little man, strangers to each other, whom fate
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condemned to share a bed at an inn. In his sleep
the big man stirred, and pushed the little man out
on to the floor. The little man got up in silence,
climbed carefully over the big man who was still
asleep, got his back against the wall and his feet
firmly planted against the small of the big man’s
back, gave a tremendous revengeful push and—
pushed the bed away from the wall and fell down
in between. Such is the unevenness of fate, and
the result of taking things too seriously. America
and England must not push each other out, even
in their sleep, nor resent the unconscious shoves
they give each other, too violently. Since we have
been comrades in this war we have taken to
speaking well of each other, even in public print.
To cease doing that now will show that we spoke
nicely of each other only because we were afraid

of the consequences if we did not. Well, we both
have a sense of humour.

But not only self-preservation and the fear of
ridicule guard our friendship. We have, I hope,
also the feeling that we stand, by geographical and
political accident, trustees for the health and
happiness of all mankind. The magnitude of this
trust cannot be exaggerated, and I would wish that
every American and British boy and girl could be
brought up to reverence it—not to believe that
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they are there to whip creation. We are here to
serve creation, that creation may be ever better all
over the earth, and life more humane, more just,
more free. The habit of being charitable to each
other will grow if we give it a little chance. If we
English-speaking peoples bear with each other’s
foibles, help each other over the stiles we come
on, and keep the peace of the world, there is still
hope that some day that world may come to be
God’s own, e T :

Let us be just and tolerant; let us stand fast and
stand together—for light and liberty, for humanity
and Peace |

ereation =mankind.
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