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- 1he Lonsumuuon: in discussing
the constitution,. Shidehara demon-
strated the elastic Jap mind in action.
He maintained that in the 1920s Japan
enjoved democratic government under
the constitution. And he made the
astounding statement that a clause in
the present constitution saying “the
emperor is sacred and inviolable” reglly
is nothing more than the British prin-
ciple that “the king can do no wrong.”

As Foreign Minister in 1931, Shide-
hara’s opposition to army methods in
Manchuria put his life in constant

danger. When the military took con-

trol he was swept into the retirement
from which he has just emerged.
Shidehara of all people should remem-
ber that it was under tha constitution
that Japan’s pathetic attempt at de-
mocracy exploded the moment the
military clique went to work on it.
On the “sacred and inviolable” em-
peror, a convenient memory runs even
shorter. In 1935, Prof. Tatsukichi
Minobe, a fellow member of the House
. of Peers, was accused of lése majesté.
Professor emeritus of law, Minobe had
- taught at Tokyo lmpenal University
¥ for 30 years and was universally re-
£ spected. But the army discovered that
| in a book written twelve years before
.\ he had described the emperor as “head
. of the state, or its highest organ.” For
. referring thus blasphemously to the
. Sun Coddess’s descendant, the peers
. and the army put Minobe through the
2 wringer. After eigh
" signed from the House of Peers and

- those who had originally nominated
- him to that body also quit.

For the inspired interpretation of .

. the meaning of Article 3 of the consti-

. tution, “the emperor is sacred and in-
it is only necessary to quote | |
- the commentary of Hirobumi Ito who

- violable,”

wrote it and whose definition is re-

garded as final! “The emperor is |

eaven-descended, divine, and sacred;

' he is preeminent above his subjects.-

- He must be reverenced and is in-
violable. He has indeed to pay due re-

. spect to the law, but the law has no
. power to hold him accountable to it.
' Not only shali there be no irreverence
. for the emperor’s person, but also he
shall not be made a topic of deroga-.
. tory comment nor one of discussiog:”

t months he re-
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1. At present the revisioh of the con-
; stitution is being made by those
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! L . where he put_

ﬁnishing todehes on the report toge-

a ther with Dr. Sasaki completing his |

| mission within 43 days since he re-
ceive-d ﬁ ';1': ‘ iperi

Mm Reform

’f‘l%.ﬁmt Cup-‘ towards the reform |
' _.§3ystem was t,aken

the reason why we failed i8 because
the focus of discussion. But I say|" W .
| Boon - ‘tarelly  exerclsed ' by thc ENTATIYE LI

we did mot observe the constitutmn' : - e e
faithfully, = Especially the preroga- | $ Sl B

| tives of the emperor, which are now (I J ] § | | L

' thc fact that the prerogatlvou, being ‘
k!ndared by some power, had never _
which was the cause of our guilt. "‘j;lil'
. Those who attribute our crime toaOF LEGISL ATI
the defects of the constitution are | JAY
to the constitution ‘what the pro- e

’ in ation into th 7 digal son was to his fathers’ lessons, Allied Order Followed

' m: ot:m pl’l::: f‘éuii‘:a’?;?.?m‘i‘f’;‘?;, having dissipated all his Inherited

Pesrs, the councll helg ls first| DLoPeTtYs
| | meeting in &m of Peerage and
.| Heraldry 0& ,*lntstry at 10 a.m.
Thursday. Ishiwata Minis-
er of u »_':_q'l [ oL Old, ailso at=-

tended M

With h 'ﬁ, eo Kodama, for-
mer Hom % ister, in the chair,

the couneé | sta _ H deliberations on

If they had obeyed t be In suDD'Ymg OUtllne

lessons faithfully, they would not Of Lawmaking Planned
" have failed. It is rather rld!culous' TOKYO (UP)—The Japanese gw_
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famny lessons., “tentative legiglation™ to be sub-
|- Of course I admit that the ravinod mitted to the 89th session of thi
constitution is necessary. I realize!{Imperial Diet which opened today.
too that now is the time when the|Thg material was submitted in co

constitution must be revised. But piance with a directive from 1§ '

“effect
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was set up 10 answer the question

“put forth py the Imperial Household
| Minister, whether the peerage Sys-

| temn should be reformed, and If so,

the ' reform.

Monday.

#d"to the reform of i must be done by those who are o

the peerm tystem The . council.

| this unflinching attitude, even if the| 1.
| whay measures should be taken to
The mesting
lasted unti} 2 p.m. The next meet-
‘ing of the eouncﬂ is sc"neduled for |

| powerful clique should spring up

reme” Commander of the All§

gualified to do it. Those who have
POAWers.
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Assist in the oparz-mon of Oc- | gegeral budget meeting of the House State ‘Minister Dr Jois Matsumoto unfolded his pers-onal opmlon for

‘cupation Forces; of “Representatives on Friday, Dec- the revision of Japan's Constitution at the general budget meeting of

-

2.
| i Repeal wartime measures; and |ember 7. ' . the House of Representatives. on Saturday, December 8, declaring that

Legally dissolve forbidden “as-| Trime Alnmister Iv)uro e the people’s freedom and the parliamentary <authorities ocught to be

» and State Minister Matsumoto repfi-
9 :,.;:cv‘:fj;’:’:n “kml:;? bv"l;j‘;% d to queries concerning the dirde -further eniargcd dnd that the responsibility of the btqte Mlmgcrs must.

tion of the revision of the Imperg L-e tlamed in. the - Constltutlon.

S ﬁm Constitution: abolishment of the ey 3
The Japunisse Govénment 18 ro-|Privy Seal Office; reform in the - ~ Views Expressed On3 Major Problem ,_m
Quired by the directive of the Su-|Imperial Household Office and of " with th that “this is not.|: .o PcoPIo'; Freedom
preme Commander to provide cop-tithg Privy Council: discontinuation of | 1 ¢ premise. b ; ' Fourthh. five btrcngt!\gned T iR
(ies, and tranﬂations in English, of |tife, svstem of Senior Statemens the (10)""““3“{3 view but Ry pes ity  of tecti (
Chuncil .and other supreme politieal sonal opinion now in charge of pre- protection for the people’s
‘all legislation to be proposed in ad- ner . sij - parations and study- for the consti-| l freedom and right is alse# of yital

vance of its introduction, all pro- ‘pjoblems. tutional revision,” Dr. Matsumoto !l necessity.  For this point, however,

‘ceedings of the Diet, and all laws moctgn:‘::in?lﬁt Shtell: :[::rqtil: otzi ‘;1; clearly set forth the = fundamental ' the Japanese Constitution: has set

andt réguhﬁonsw by“the body. tInit the Imperial Constitution shopld ;prmc&ple of the_ reforms in the fol- |f0r*t3 vgndns re‘u]atlom faverable‘;
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Bills which are likely to be pres- lowing vein: -
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- 'enw to this session of the Imperial | ords, Cabinet Ministers should take . - | Though the problem of the consntu- i 'lthwhminutc scrutmy still shows
Diet and the governmental dﬁpart' 1r.asl*.n::»h": I'EGpnnSlhlll{\ for btate aﬁ'mqk ¥ tional revision still «is -in the course || that there are as yet some of in-

= 2 * of preparatwne and btudy 1, as one ,sufﬁcwut pomts m the Constitution.
ment whose Jurisdiction they etk and ul anbiuns obstacies wing .75t BICMSY R arCharked it One of them or nstane, v het

.t the task, will reveal my view for the | the people’s freedom and right are
Dn&’r #hG Minism of I-MQ Af" (umernm_ the ufm:m of {he: toutline of the new structure of the I amenable to vanous - regulations.

fairs: Bill for Revision of Law for I'rivy Lm;"f;' State Minister Matsu={  constitution. . f which are out of the jurisdiction of
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bBill for Revigion of Law for Peoples’ i+ <hould be reformed fo ?“‘_._ Lere is no such necessity at all, lawed, the people’s right ‘and. free-
h

Savings mm Bill for Revi-|whit extent if it should continue §o + this pownt, I think #nat learned dom will be secured and not be re-
sion of Provisional Currency Law: lexi persons in this countryy are being in. stricted. at all unless the Diet ex-
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- Bill for Abollﬁmﬂthe War, Deaths Qhould * the existence of the o SR S st Sktiire.

‘ e | Secondl il |
and In Insurance Law; Bill fop |system prove to be a hindrance in ondly, it wi :

jm Wm % % : tt i tion of state polities or ad- that matters whiich need deci- Viewed from another mw um"‘
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lng to Ahnht&an ohw Defense Law. |

© Under the Ministry of Finance:
Bill for Revision of Law for Peoples’

‘Savings Aasociation; Bill for Revi-
sion of vaisiona.l. Currency Law;

' Bill for Abolition of the War, Deaths|

and Injuries Insurance Law; Bill fop
Abolition of Wartime Special Insur-

ace Law,; Bill for Iievimon of Salt

Monopoly Law; and Bill for Abeli-

sion of Ememy Property Custody

 Law, -ang Bill for Preservation of
- Allied Property.

Under the Ministry of Justlce ‘Bill
Relating to Abolition of Wartime

Special Criminal Law; Bill Relating,

to Abolition 'of Wartime Special

' Civil Law; Bill for Abolition of Law

|

|

l

relating to Wartime Special Excep-
tions under. ‘the Law for the Organ-! M

ization of Courts of Justice; Bill Re-,

lating to the Retirement of Judges
‘ (Oonttnled on Page 2)
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studving about the probiems of
Privy  Council system, whether it
he abolished or not, apd
it should be reformed fo

4

existence of the

gystem prove to be a hindrance in
the operation of state politics or ad-

ministrative affairs, it should be re-
moved by the improvement of the

orsmmmtmn itself or through other|

reform.”
Replying to the query concerning

the abolishment of the Senior
Statemen's Council, Primec Minister
Shidehara stated:

“Hitherto there have been ho
sedior statesmen’ in the concrgte

fotm. Formerly the Lord Keeger
ofl the Privy Seal calied ex-Prifme

isters to hear their views In re-

commending to the Throne the
choice of one to be commanded to

form new Ministry,
“But at present such practise no

longer exists. Lonscquentl\, there
is no such thing as Senior Statep-

mpn’s clique nor the according ¢f

. thk treatment as Senior Statemen
pipctise. Of course, treatment is ap-
cdrded them similar to that given fo

lnd Proourators and Transfer OoOf the Prime Minister. It does not,

Judges; and Bill for Abolition of the mean
‘Ordinance Relating to the Property politics.
*ln War-Aflected Liocalities. '

Under the Ministry of Agrlculture

‘and Forestry: A Bill for Revision of
l!grlcuhnu Assoclation Law; Bill

for Revision of Law for Wartime
Growth of Forestry Resources; Bill

“When 1 was recommended as the;

Prime Minister, there was no long

*he conference of Senior Statesmen,
what 1 understand is that sughj

mpeting has been discontinued shige
t time when H.I1H. Pripe
Hgashi-Kuni was the Prime M o

for Revision of Law for the Adjust- ; §., »

ment of Arable Land; Bill for Re-
vision of Marine Industry Associa-
tion Laws; Bill for Revision of Seri-
cultural Associations Laws; and Bill|
for Revision .of Sericulture Law.
‘Under the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry: A Bill Rglating to the

- Abolition of the Petroleum Industry

Law and 10 others, ;
Under the, Ministry of w‘lfu'..
Bill for Labor Unions. he
Under the Ministry of Tran

tion: A Bill for Abolition of War-

time Special Exceptions under the

_ " Railroad Construction Law.
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Secondly, it wil' 't be nmmry twrt of . laws of similar nature.
that matters whiich need the deci- Viewed from another P‘ﬁ&h there

§ sion of the Di.et such as Diet's ap- remains some doubt whether the
{ proval or cprerat:on should be in- present Constitution is perfect as to

creased » in number. In other the restoration. for the violated peo-
words , as a result of this, the ple's right. 1 opened ithat ln case
mat'cers ‘under the Imperial Pre- | the peDvaC!B’ freedom or right be
rrvgative should be restrlcted to 'trampled down by othera, it must
some extent, - "be restored at any time and. with,
Then, which item should be subjcct ‘ dlspatc h. The constitutional mfﬂd‘{
té this restriction? But, should the tmf-‘!ﬂ’ is also needed in these points)
issue come to such a minute point {that is, the protection and security
as this, J think it is not adeguate for of the peopie’s freedom and right.

lme to express merely my personah Unanimous Opinion

view here, 1 am wnvmced _however, ' s Me: N ts |
' that the reformn l“iﬁ(ll’le of this | I det::ocra:'y sggzlc;mmp?;ﬁmoﬁ ::::
| "‘;i‘fr should be adopted sooner OF| ,..nimous opinion of the people: and
R b l e OF M © | must be the poﬁucs. which assure the
esponsibilities muters protcetmn of the paaph'a right. As

| Thirdly, W!th regard fo the re-|far as it rums, I mhmv a:rce with
| sponsibility * of State Ministers, 11‘.. hing

must co ; '
| U, qeiipey within, its scope all of {  ,p,, ever, h}' the pﬂﬂe& frt'c WIIL
State affairs. The réspounsibility of
Stat - does not mean mere fluctnating or
' State Ministers has been construed
I heretofore that it was limited to so: w Iumsl(.ﬂ will uhw\ I8 able to over-
| € | whelm the people’s eardinal - right'

of State affairs or it cannot inter-
}nne with some- of the speumtka"d Preeddingg "Lk happéns, : such

 matters,

|

tic [)Ol[ﬂt“i 1 am of the opinion that
thowever, 1 hold’ this conception the politiecs based on the people’s will

i
- was glaring mistake and that thé nl.ont' will not ‘hit the true mcaniﬂé
b

|

tended to all of the State affairs. ‘ security and enlargement of the p

:N State affairs can be weaned from
| | ple’s right and f reedom have to con
1rhc responsibility which btate M'“"’Etfmte g,,m of the aims. '5

- iste
aadv:.geowe o, the. Eanperoifor their Neting along with this line, T am
intending to prohe into the whole

other than State Ministers which

& orpn. or personnels | of the present Constitution and te
rense neuessar} stipulations of it

l
|
% ::; ".?; have ““thmpunbsht for @ b

ry rone in the constitutional
] point of view are intervening with N'NICH' BEC l U 1949
| State affairs or exerting influence,
:

they must be removed once and fqp
. all as quickly as feasible.

At the same time, State Mmi:@er&
as I think it should be so from the
former. conception of the Constitution,
ought to be responsible also for the Im-
perial Diet. As Mmistem have re-
sponsgibility for the Diet, lf the Cabi-
net Ministers are not entrusted by
the Imperial Diet, it is quite natural

that they ought to resngn from their
poat "I

As 1 have Just pomted out, in ,case.*
State Ministers ‘hold extensive re-'
sponsibility for all State affairs and
the lmperwl Diet, indirectly for the
- people in general, the formallv i—
itorted translation of the Constitu-
ton will dle out in th¢ future, 1
i ‘lnak

" 4 e ’ y . &
e e - y SN UL

is by no means called the democray

\M“xmstcrs responsibility has to be ex- | L of the demﬂcraw, but that the
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() Txtracts:

E;) The following are the bills to be submitted to the forthcoming Diet
Session by the Minlstries of Finance, Commerce and Industry, Agricultur
and Forestry, Welfare, and Transportation, in an effort to solve

impending economic problems,

The Ministry of Finance bills: Principal bills out of about 20 are

as follows: Threc property tax items concerning taxes on war time
corporation profits, individual war time property increase, and
corporation or individual property. But in accordance with an American
authoritv's advice, taxes on properties belonging t0 corporations are
to be dropped. Thus only the Individual War Time Property Increasec

Tax and the Individual Property Tex will be submitted to the Diet.

Budget bill by the Finance lMinistry: JAPAN has to contrive to raisec
the funds for the Allied occupation cost, for the restoration of
industries, for the repatriates from overseas, war stricken people,
general relief, social insurance, price subsidies, and expenses
related to the issue of national bonds. For these inevitable expendi-
tures, all the available revenues are estimated to be insufficlient es
long as the current subscribing system is maintained. This is why tho
new Property Tex was decided on, Tax rates on income, SAKE, textiles,
and on the profits of corporations are scheduled to be raised. A
finance agency, aiming at the restoration of industries, will be
established., The Industrial Finance Bill will be drafted to effect

a fair and smooth distribution of industrial funds, This bill, when
passed, will help the projected Restoration Finance Institution

(FUKXO XINYU KAISHA),

Bills to be submitted by the Minister of Commerce and Industry: The
Post War Industrial Emergency Measure Bill (SEFGO SAFGYO RINJI SOCHI
HO) aims primarily at the restoration of industries and the stabiligati:
and raising of the nation's living standard through the control of
principal factors of production involving electric power, It will

also promote the creation of democratic control organizations for more
effective production. A distribution control body will be established
which will handle the sale and purchase of goods on a gigantic scale

in accordance with plans established by the Government or oth
authorized bodies. If the situation warrants, the Govornment can

order suspension or restraint on production, distribution, consumption,

or the use and release of specified goods, This will be effective

Safl o
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for one yvear. Present control companies will be dissolved when the
bill has passed the Houses.

Abolition of laws reldtive to war compensation: Fo war-time loss
except for specified cases will be compensated. Property which was
purchased by munition companies will be returned to the former OWNers.
The war—time damages chargeable to the Government are losses incurred
from 7 July 1937 tc 15 August 1945 through the enforcement of the
National Hobilization Law (XOKKA SODOIN EO), Anti-air raid Law (BCKU
HO), Industrial Machines Manufacturing Law (KOSAXU KIKAI SEIZO JIGYO
HO), and loss incurred through Government directive or action. (Loss
incurred by the cancellation of contract is not included). The
Government will purchase equipment as provided in the Manitions
Production Encouragement Law (HEIXI TO SEIZ0 JIGYO TOKUBETSU JOSEI HO) .
To promote the conversion of minitions enterprises into peace time
trades, a bill with the following provisions was drafted: (1) To
start new operaiions, enterpriser who is already in business needs
only the pernission of the minister concerned. (2) The minister's
permission shall be asked also in case the enterpriser wants tO entrust
the management of the new firm 10 sthers or to rent the eguipment to

a third party. (3) The minister's sanction will be aglted when the

parent company invests, in the form of either funds or equipment, in

subsidiary companies. NoO further procedure 1is required,

A bill relating to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry provides that

this institution will be a municipal andertaking hereafter, asking
for only voluntary eontribution from its members. The Coal and Coke
Distribution Control law (SEXITAN KOXUSU EAIKYU TOSEI HO) will be
revigsed to require Government sanction for the selection of of ficials
for the JAPAW Coal Control Company (FIPPOW SEXITAY TOSEI KAISHA).
Also the official supervising system will be abolished.

Bills to be presented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Foresiry: The
Agricultural Council 3ill (KYODO KUMIAI HOANW) aims at the emancipation
of farners from the bonds of the bureaucratic agricul tural agsociations
The Cattle Breeding Bill (SHUCHIKU HO) provides for the ab

| AVEUMA TOS . The Forestry Bill
pronotes the establishment of a democra ] ]
demend and supply of timber, eliminating the war-tine controls.
intended revision to the present laws relative to the financing of
agricultural enterprises will permit the establishment of long-term
eredit. A revision intended for the Dalry Ferming Law (RAKUNOGYO

CHOSEI HO) will result in more efficient production,

Bills to be presented by the Ministry of Welfare: The Labor Adjusti-
ment Bill (RODO-KANKEI CHOSEI oAl ) aims at a fair handling of labor
problems. The present five laws of nelief (XYUGO), Mother and Child
(BOSHI HOGO HO), Military Men's Family Relief (GUWJI HOGO HO), Var
Damage Rellef (SENSAI HOGO H0), and Medical assistance (IRYO HOGO HO)
will be merged intoc the Life Protection Law (SEIXATSU HOGO HO). Ilany

improvenents will be effected by these bdbills for the protection of
helpless people.

The Ministry of Transportation billsi, The Automobile Traffic Business
Revicion Bill (JIDOSHA KOTSU JIGYC HO CHU ¥AISEL HORITSU AN) will try

to derocratize the enterprises relating to motor traffic. The Eastern

Marine Company Law (TOQAKAIUN KAISHA ¥C ) will be abolished, "but whe ther
ige is yet to be decided.

the company may remain as & civilian enterpr
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