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TO THE RIGHT HONCt
rable his Angular good Lord,William

Lord Cobham^L. warden of the Cinque:

ports
?

kpt^htof the mofl noble order of tb$%0 ,

Garter
5
andone ofher Maiejliesmgft honourable

priuie counfell : long continuance ofhealth, /$r-

witbrnuchincreafeofhonptir^ '^W^
andprefperitic* ; :

;

;
>

;
•

'

;

Orafmuch as being vnknowne to

your good Lor.dfhfp
?
pjcherwife

than by report, yet notwithftan-

ding I haue tailed ofy our good-

nes andfauour,to my great com-

fort in my troubles^the which when God vvil

1 hope 1 fhall be well difcharged : I acknow-

ledge my felfe more bound vnto your honour,

than any feruice or abilitie of mine can extend

vnto. And therefore to teftifie my thankfull and

dutifull mind towards you, I haue prefumedto

dedicate this my labour toyourLordfhip, And
Ipecaufe it is a thing ingrefFed by nature, fpecial-

ly in thofe that are ofbell: and noblell: difpoGti-

on,to take delight in the hearing and reading of

fuch things., ^as are moft proper and incident to

A ij their
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their owne callings , as whereof they haue befl:

skilt,& wherin they moft excel,&: therforemay

moft l'uftly chalenge to themfelues the.cenfiire

jHidiudgcmentofihem: i perfuade myfelf that

this my preemption wil not be vnacceptable,or

arleaftwijfe will not feeme vntollerable, in the

fight ofyour good Lordfhip^and ofthe refidue

of your moft honorable fort &C calling, both for

the mattcr,8£ for the author therof For the mat'

ter in fubftace^ the due adminiftration bfftate,

. and chiefly ofa kingdom both m peace &C war,

at home and abrode ; on the one fide through

the-polmke and vertuous government of the

partiethat holds the fcepter offbueraigntie,with

rheloiall linking in of his maojftrates and offi-

cers vnder him > and on the ptherfide through

theferuiceabie, willing, and faithfiill obedience

of tliofe whom 'God, hath put in fubie&ion to

him : a niaotek \ as of verie great importance

and behoofe , fo alfo greadie befeeming thofe

whom GOD hash fet in authoritie. For of all

the ftates and degrees which GOD hath

ordeinedfor thew&l maintaining of this mor-
rail life, like as in highnefle of dignitie and
honour, and woorthineffe of preheminence,
none is comparable to the ftate of gouern-
nient, fpecially which is well dnd.orderlie diC
pofed : fo of all,the formes of gouernmen*

that
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that haue beene in the world , the Monarchic or

Kingdomehatheuer (as well by common and

continuall experience,- as alfo by the grounded

judgement ot die beft pradhfed politicians, and

by the graue cenfure or the wifeft men, yea and

euen by the ordinance& approbation of God) 1

binalwaies deemed and found to be moft ami-

ent and fufficicnt,moft beneficial and behoofful,

moft magnificent and honourable , moft ftable

and durable,and confequently moft happie and

commendable 5 as which (befidesmany other

moft excellent prerogatives which 1 omithere^)

doth moft refemble the higheft foueraigntieof

God, the onely one vniverfall Monarch of the

whole world, and is moft agreeable to the firft

originall patterne of fouereigntie on earth , I

meane , whom God created but one> to

haue the dominion and lordfhip of all creatures

vnder the cope of heaue. The which being iuftly

forgone by that firft mans difobedience , God
thought good in hi^wifdom to repair and fetvp

againe much more large and magnificent than

afore
3
in the perfon ofone otherman, namely of

our Lord lefus Chrift, whom he hath made heir

ofall things, giuing vnto him all power both in

heauen and earth,to reignein glory euerlafting-

ly world without end.Who whe he was to come

into the world , in thelaft temporal! Monarchic

A i ij of
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ofthe worked thus much further beautifie and

commend the ftate of Monarchic by his com-

uan° in that he volfcfefefed nortp come afore

fotftime as the ftate of Rome was brought in-

to a Monarchic , and fetled in the gouernmenc

of one fole fdueraigne . Such and fo excellent

is the matte?whereofthis bookc doth treat/The

which was written in French by one Iaques

HuraulU lordpfVieul and Marrais, anhonou-

rable perfonage,and(as may welappeareby his

handling ofthe matccrshere treated of)ofgreat

learning judgement, experience, and polkie.

Who for his prudence,grauirie 3
and loialtie, was

admittedjp be ofthe priuie counfell to his foue-

rale ie lord and mailer the French king.Wherby

h? had fitoccafion andmeanes , to fee into the*

flates and forms ofgouernme^as well of forrein

countries, as of his ownc, and therefore might

be the better able to difcerne the truth ofthings,

and to deliuer his cenfure the more foundlie,

concerning the managing of publike affaires

and matters ofilatjfe*^ ' y ^ n^Hfc

But now fcp come home out of Fiaunce

into Englabd ; and to applie the cafe more
pai riciilarlie to our felues : I am fullie retai-

ned , that if wee lift' to looke vpon things

'with right iudg«ng eyes , and to confider them
with .well aduiled minds y we (hall plainlie fee

there
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there was neucr anie nation vnder the funne,

more bound to yeeld immortall thanks vnto

God for their Hate, Prmee.and foueraigiie , than

we be for oars > or to maanifie him more for the

innumerable benefits receyued by*that means,

than we be* For firfl; our (tare is th^ytate which

is moft niftly (teemed the beft andfmoft excels

lcnt,namcly a Monarchic or kingdoni£,whe;em

one fole fouereione afsifted with a mcflftpraue

Scnat ofprudent andfage coun(ailors,reignec!i

by wifedomc, and notby will, by law and not

by luft, by loue and not by lordlineffe . And
vnleffe we will denie the thing which the world

feeth and gladly honoureth.and whigh.wcour

fellies haue continually found and felt in expert

ence now by the fpace of xxxvi years and vp-

ward, to our ineftimable good and comfort 0 we
mud needs confeiTethat God hath giuenvs a

prince, in whofe facred perfon (to fpeake the

truth in as few words as fo great cTmatter may
permit ) there waneeth not anie heroicall

vertue or gift of grace ,'t^at may befeeme or

adorrie the maieftie of a kinodame.the which

thing is fo much the more glorious and beau'

tifull in her highneffe being both a woman and

a virgin* By whofe means God hath alfo re
ftored vnto vs the bright fhining beames of

his moft holie Gofpeil , late afore eclipfed

A iiiy with
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with the foggie clouds offuperftitious ignorace

and humane traditions, and the true ancient and

catholike religion,borne down and in manero-

ucrwhelmed with the terrible ftormes of crucll

perfecutions: a benefitwherunto none other can

be comparable in this world. Ofthe which reK-

gionher Maieftie hath continually fhewed her

felf,not a bare profeflbr, but a moft earneft and

zealous follower,and a moft lightfome example

toherfubiecls.- directing alher ftudies,counfels

and proceedings, to the fetting forth ofGods

glorie, as well by aduauncing and maintaining

the fame religio vncorruptedjas alfo by her moft

prouident & motherly gouerning ofhir people

with alliuftice& clemencie,to their greateft tra-

quilitis benefit and welfare. Wheruponhath alfo

enfucd Gods moft mightie and miraculous pro>-

tecftion ofher maftiefties moft roiall perfon,her

realms dominions and fubiefts, from exceeding

great perils,both forreine, ciuil anddomefticall,

fuch and fo fitly contriued by the fleights ofSa-

/ tan& fatanicall pradtifers^as but by the wonder^
full and extraordinarie working of the diuine

prouidence , could not haue beene found out,

and'much leffe preuented, auoided or efcaped %

an allured token ofGods fpeciall loue and fauor

rowards both foueraigne and fubie&s. To be
thort , fo many and fo great are the. benefices

which
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whichwe haue receiued and ftill recciue^by and

from our moft gracious foueraigue lady Queen

Elizabeth, that I know not how to conclude her

Maiefties moft iuft deferued commendation,

more fitly than with the verfes of a cerraine aun-

cient Poet 3
written long fince in commendation

ofthat renowmed prince of Britaine the noble

king ^Arthur, the which verfes I haue put into

Englifh,with fmall alteration offome words, but

no alteration at all in matter and fenfe, after this

rrfaner

:

Hir deeds rvitb wakefulwoderment flrine euerywherfo bright, ,

That both to hetreand/peak ofthe, men take asgreat delight
^

Asfor to tafi ofhonycombe or honie. Looke vpon

1he doings ofthe noblejl wights that heretofore begone.

tThe Pellan Monarchfame comends : the Romas highly praife
t aUx&yia

The triumphs of their emperors* Greatglory diuerfe tvaies the great.

Is yeeldedvnto Herculesfor killing with h is hand

The monflers that anoidthe world, or didagawfl him ftand,

But neithermay the Ha^elmatch the Pine, norjlars the fun.

The ancientflories both ofGreeks and Latins ouerrun :

Andofour gueene Elizabeth yeflailnot findthepcere,

Ne age to come will anyyeeldthatflail to her come neere*

Alone allprinces fhefi/rmo tints in former agespaff ,

A^d better nontthe worldflailyeeldfi long as time doth laft ,

Wha t remaincth then, but that all we her na>

tiue fubiects,knitting our felues togither in one

dutifullmind,dowillingly and cheajfully yeeld

fcr< our
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our obedience to her gracious maiefh'e with all

fubmifsiOn faithfulnes and loialtie, not grud-

ging or repining when any things niifiike vs,

but alwaies interpreting all things to the beftj

not curioufly inquifitiue ofthe caufes ofhir mlh
but forward and diligent in executing her corn-

mandements, euen as iatht fight of Cod , not

forfeareof punrfhrnent, butofverie loue and

confcience. Which things if wedoevnfeinedlie,

then no doubt but God continuing his graci-

ous goodneffe ftill towards vs , willgiue vs dai-»

ly more caufeof praife andthanksgiuing,mul'

tiplying her rnaiefties yeares inhealthand peace,

and increafi'ng the honour and prolperitie of

her reigne/o as our pofteritie alfo may with toy

fee and feme her manie yeares hence llill reig-

ning moftbleffedly v which are the things that

all faithfull fubiects doe and ought to reioice

in and defire,more than their owne life and wel>

fere, and for the which we ought with all ear-

neftnes to make continuall praier and fupplica-

tionvnto God. But while I am caried with the

ftreame ofmy defirc, to encourage my felfe and
my countreymen to the performance of our du-
tie towards her maieftie,wherein neuerthelefTe I

haueben much breefer than the matter requi'

rcthrlfeareleaft I become more long and tedi-

ous than maybefeeme the tenourof an epiftle

dedica-



The EpiflleDedicatorie.

dedicatorie. And therefore moft humbly fob-

mi tting my fclfe and this my prefent tranflatiori

to your honourable cenfure and acceptation^

here make an end^befeeching God
, greatly to

increafe and long to continue the honor

and profperitie ofyour good Lord-
fhip,and of your noble houfe*

Written thexxviu of la-

nuary, i 525.

TourHonor? moft humble tocommtxund
yi

Arthur Golding..



To the King.

Ir, forafmuch as it hath pleafedyour

maieftie^ to command the Hates of

yourrealme , andto inioine all men

without exception
y
toJhewvntoyou

whatfoeuer they thwke to he for

the benefit andprefernation ofyour Hate , and the

comfort ofyour (ubietts : zAndlfee that euery man

firaimth him/elf

e

3
to giueyou the heftaduice he can :

furely f alone ought not to be idle and negligent > nor

to jorfiow the duetie xcherbyl am naturally bound

tntoyou.The which thing hath caufedme togather

thefe matters ofremembrance^whichfiiouldhaue ben

better policed ere they had ben prefented to your

maiettie
, // the (late ofyour ajjairs and the time

ivould haue permitted it. Tou haue njoutchfdfedme
the honour to be neeraboutyourperfon^and to doyou

feruice infuch cafes as it hath pleafedyour maieflie

to imfloy me>andfpecially m following the warres,

where I haue thegood bapjo beamtneffeof the Vic- •

tones thatyou hauefortunatly obtainedJo thegreat

reioycing of all chnHcndome. *Andfurelyfir, this

maketh me to hope, thatyou will accept this mine at-

tempt
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tempt ingoodfart > as a teflimonie of thegoodmil
andgreat dtfire which lhaue alvpay had and mil

banejofpendmygoods a?idlifem theferuiceofyour

mojl chrtflen mateftie ,
befeeching God to keepemee

euer in this commendable deuotion and duti-

full gocd will>and togiuerunto jour

highnejfe a mofl happie long

life. From Paris the 28*

vfOc7obery i^2S.

Your mod humble fcruant and fubieft,

Umcs Hurault ,lord of Vieul and Marais.
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CHAPEL

cie or Eftate.

Tis manifeft that, the dutieof ciuill life

confifteth inhaling one with another,

and thatthcrevpon both honours and

empires do depend j fo as princes, kings,

emperours , and foueraigne lords,doe

pra&ifetheciuil life ; theirDutieliech

in the exercife thereof, their welfare

commeth thence, and therevpon de-

pended} their preferuation . For policie is the verie foulc ofthe

publicke-weale, and hath like power there,as wifdome hath in

the bodieofman : and as Tlutarch faith in the life of Marcm
Ctfo, It is a muxime or principle confefled of the whole world,

that a man cannot atchieue a greater vertuc or knowledge, than

Policie is j that is to fay , than is the skil to goucrne and rule a

whole multitude of men, the which is the thing that we call

Elhte : to the knowledge whereof mans nature is fowell difpo-

fed,that it feemeth to be borne with himAnd the men ofold

time called the goddefle Tallas^by the names of Tolemtfa and
JZjliti^ , as who would fay, That the gouernours of nations
ought to haue both chiualric and lawes iomtly together . And
therforc in treating of the maners that are moft befeeming in

princes, and purpoling by that mean to fet their wife {ayings,and

poliuke doings in order, 1 haue vfed the word Dutie,as a terme

.moft htteft to the matter I haue in hand. For vertuous deeds

and good works are called Duties by the Pbilofophen, where-

afOcen hath made three goodly books, wherin he declaxeth

Jrlft, lib.9,

matters of

gouemmcnt.

jficrates in hit

Vanttth't.

What Poll-

cie is.

Cicero in his

bookcof the

ends or" good
and euill.

3 as
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at large, iu what things cuery mans dutie confiftcth. For { as he
Our life c*rv £ ;;a jtncre is not any part ofour lrfe,be it in matters publicke or

* wlth" pnuat, that can be without Dutie, as wherein confifteth the
but Dune.

w |10 j c l10n0ur ofour life , and likewife the dilhonour through

, o in the
rh e forflowing therof j

nifomuch that an honed man will rather

emhof good put himfelfe in danger and endure all manerof aduerfitie and

Und euilmcn. paines,than leaue his Dutievndone. And therefore, afore we
fpeakc ofprinces,it wil be good for vs to decide what a Duty is,

The dt finiti-
to cnc enc* ^iat mcn vnc^er^anc^ wherof we treat. We call

©n of Dutie' that a Dutie,to the doing whereof we be bound, as to a thing

that our vocation or calling requireth: as for example,The dutie

of a Til-man,is to till the ground well ; the dutie ofa Iudge, is

to iudge mens caufes vprightlie, without accepting ofperfonsj

the duetie ofa houfholder, is to goucrne well his houfe
5 like-

wife the duetie ofa prince or king, is to gouerne well his people,

to miniftergood iuftice vnto them , and to keepe them from ta-

king wrong: and generally the duetie of man ( accordingto

rijlotle'm his fnftbooke ofMorals) is the inworking of the mind

conformed vnto reafon, oratleafl; wife not alienated from rea-

fon; as when the crafts-man hauing purpofed fomepeeceof

worke, employeth. his skill and labour to bring his worke to a

perfect end,fo as the end and vtmoft point ofhis honeft and ver-

tuous action, is his Dutie,

Two fortes of Cicero in his booke of Duties, maketh two forts thereof5 the
• Du cue. one he termeth right and perfect , which is matched with true

vcrtue, and is peculiar to the difcrction ofthe wife 5 as when
it is demaunded what is wifdome, iumce/valeantnefle , or tem-

perance, or what is profit , or what is honefhe. The other he
tearmeth meanc, which conllftethin precepts, whereby a man
mayftabiilhanhoneit trade oflife 5 as when it is demaunded,
why one thing fhould be done rather than another,and what dif-

ference there is betwixt one thing and another, becaule the
thing that well befeemeth a yong man,doth ill befeeme an old
man j

and that which well befeemeth a magiftrate , or a prince,

doth ill become a pnuat perfon
5 and that which becommeth

well a pnuat pei fon, doth ill become a prince. But thefctwo
forts may be reduced into one, euen by the faying of the fame

Cicero
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deer*,who confefleth tliat thefc two forts ofduties tend both of

clicm to th e foueraigne good , and aimc not at anie other end

than that, failing that the one belongcth to the wife , who aimc

not at any other law than onely vertue : and the other feruetli

for the directing ofthe common conuerfation , in reipecl: wher-

ofitncedeth the helps oflawes 6c precepts. And as touching vs

that are Chnftians, we may well fay , that all our dueties tend

to thefoueraigne good , and are perfect , vnletle ye will exact

that exquifit perfeclioq, which our Sawour taught the yocng

manwhe hefaidvntohim, Thatifhe would be pcrfetft,itbeho-

ucd him to fell ali that he had, and to deale it vnto the poore,

and to follow him. Therefore toknow what is the dnctieofeue-

ry man,both prince andpriuat,nobie and vnnoble ; our law-ma-

ker teacheth it vs in two precepts : whereofthefirlt confifteth in

the worfhrpping of God, and in the louing of him with all our

heart : for it is rcafon that we mould yeeld himfaithand allea-

geance for our creano, and forth e great number of fo manygood Men arc bc-

things which wereceiucdailie at his hand,feing that we peculiar- holders of

ly of all otherJiuing wights,arcbeholdersofthe hcauenly things heauenlic

thatarcaboue. The other is, for the inflruclion and itablifh- ^v^nhi's
ment ofthe common conuerfation j wherein confifteth the du- fecond booke

tie of a chriftian,which is toloue his neighbour as himfelf. For(as of the nature

faith S.Tdtile to the Romanes)it is a fulfilling ofthe law of God,
j£f£?*J'Qi

and a confirmingofthe law ofnature, which will not haue a man ou
*
n°Xhboji

todoethat toanother,whichhe would not haue done to him- i s the fulfil-

felfe.And hethatkecpeth this precept cannot do amiiTe.Foritis ling of the

veiy certaine,that no man hatcth his own flefh,ne procureth any lavv-

euill tolumfelfe, andthei-fore he will not do any fuch thingto

his neighbour.Now then,wc need not to be taught what isVp-
rightneiTe,ValeanmeiTe,andStaiednefle : for he that keepeth

thefaidprcccpt,willnotdoany vnright. But forafmuch as our

own nature, by reafbnof the corruption thereof, maketh vs to

flep out ofthe 1i^htway ^ itwe will come into the true path a-

gainc,itbehoi:eth vs ofnecefsme toperufc the lawand the com-
rnaundements*andto treatofthe venues which are termed Car-

dinally name.-)', Wifcdomc,.Vprightnelfe, Valeantnelle, and

Temperance, or S^uadfc
j
and of the branches depen-

•
'-'^

B'ij ding
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vpan them (thewhich S.^/«dothalle»oricalli e terrne

C
the%arc feeames that watered the earthly Paradife m old

b°1 rim- andda.lv dill wateteththelittle world of them that hue

Sl:
t,,,S °' vemandtofcehovvsoodprinceshauepra^fedthem, andhoW

euiU princes for want of making account ofthem, haue found

fi*° thcmfelues.Uapaid : to the endwemaymake our profit of hi-

irV°
r

ft (tones and not mike them asa matterof conrfe, but asagood

I ion.' and wholfome inftm£tion.Howbeit,erewe enter into.that mat-

ter, it behoueth vs to knowwhat a Princc,a King,an hmpcrour,

anda foueraigneLord,is,

Hie dtfiniti-

»n ofa

Piincc.

CHAP. II.

ofa Prince,* King, *n Emperour^nda

foueraigm Lord.

E cannot enioy the goods which God hath

giuenvs on this earth, except there be a iiH

ftice,a law,and a prince,as Plutarch teacheth

vs in his booke concerning the education

ofprinces. Iuftkeistheendofthelaw j law

is the workmanfhipofthe prince 3 and the

prince is the workmanfhip ofGod that ruleth all ,. who hath no

need of aTkidia* . For he himfelfe behaueth himfelfe as God.

And like as God hath fet the Sunne and the Moone in the

skye , as a goodly refcmblancc of his Godhead : fo a Prince

in a common-weale is the light of the cornmon-weale, and

the image ofGod 5 who vvorfhipping God, maintained iu-

fhee, that is to fay, vtteretii foorth the rcafon of God , that is

to wcet , Gods mindc . A Prince then is a magifbatc that

hath foueraigne power to commaund thofe ouerwhom he hath

charge. Andvndcr this general! terme ofPrince,! comprehend

kinos^cmperourSjdukes^arlcSjmarcjuifes^andgouernors of cities

anctcommon-weales. Themen ofold time called him a Prince,

which excelled othermen in difcretionandwifedome. For like

as to make a fortunate voyage by fea , there behoueth a- o;ood

Pilot,
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Pilot,thatisamanofcouragc and good skill : fo to the well

gouerning offubic£ts there behoucth a good Prince . And
therefore we may fay, that that prince is the chiefe and moil

excellent ofall,which for the preheminence of his wifdomc*

and worthinelTc commaundeth all others. It is the firft and viutarch 'm

chicfeft law of nature, that he which is vnable to gard and the life ofVt*

defend himfelfc , fhould fubmit himfelfe to him that is able ty'^

and hath wherewith to do it -

y
and fuch a one doe we tearme

a chiefe man,or a princc,who ought to be elleemed as a God rj. c pn
'

nce ^
among men, ( as ^CriftotU faith in his third booke of matters as a God a-

ofHate ) or at leaft wife as next vnto God ( as TcrtHlltan faith mo«g
vntoScdfuU^ )andfucha one ou^ht all others to obayasa

perfon that hath the authoritieof God,as faith S.Tattle . Ho-
mertcrmeth pnnccs}

Diogenes and niotrofkes, that is to fay -

y

Bred and brought vp of lupicer. And Ctcero in his common
weale faith; That thegouerners and keepers oftowncs and

citties doe come from heauen,and fhal rcturne thither againe

when they hauc done their ductics . And in another place

defer ibing a good Pnnce,hc faith that he ought to defpifc all

plcafurcs, and notyeeld to hisownc luft,nor be needy ofgold

and filucr. For the needincfTe of the Prince is but a deuiferof A ncc
fubfidies,astheEmprefle S phu faid to Ttlerttu ConftiinUne. fliould notbt!

Alfo he ought to be more mind full ofhispeoplesjprofit, than barcot trea-

ofhis ownpleafure.And to conclude in a word,a prince ought ûrc#

to imprint in his heart thefaying of^AdrUn the emperor to the

Senate, namely,That hcouglitto bchauc himfelfe after fuch

a fort in his gouenraet,as euene man might pcrcciue that he
fought the benefit of his people>& hot of himfelfe. Alfo men
cal them Princeswhich are ofthe blood royal,& ftand in pof-

fibilme to fuccced to the crownc, and generally all foueraigne

magifl:rats,as dukes,marcjuifes,earies,and other chiefe lords.of

which fortthere arc in Italy and Germanie,which haue foue-

raigne authoritie and owe no more to the empcrour,but only

theirmouth and their hands. Butthcgreateft and excellent

teftmjoi[lratsarcthekin2;sandemperours. . \
a P & r r

i t r t » What an cm-
Antmperour is atcrmc ot warre, borrowed or the Ko- perom-i^

B uj manes,
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manes, for in their language tlie word Itnpero fi.nifieth to

commaund.And albeit that in their armies, the Romanes had

captaineswhom they called Emperors, which commannded

;iblolutcly,and were obayed as kings, yet did not any man v-

furpc or take to himfelfe that title ofEmperor, vnlcfle he had

done tyrae notable exploit of warre . Infomuch that CrtJpAs

was counted a man but ofbafe mindeand fmall courage, and

of ilendcr hope, to atchieue any great or haughty matters,

that could finde in his heart to benamed emperor, fortaking

a filly towne called Zenodotia. Afterward whentheftatc of

the common weale was chaunged , by reafon of the ciuill

warres,and reduced into a Monarchic , the fucceflors of /«-

lw c^r,knowing how odious the name of king was to the

RomaneSjWould not take that title vnto them , but conten-

ting themfelueswith the effect therof, they named them-

feiues Emperors , which among vs is a s much to fay,as chiefc

leaders or Generals of anarmicorhoft of men. Tlatoinhis

bookeofLawes,teacheth vsfcuen forts of ruling or comman-
ding 5 the firft is, that the father commaund eth his children •

the lecond, that the valeant& noble-minded commaund the

weake and bafeminded
5
the third , that the elder fort com-

mand the yocnger 5 the fourth, that the maiflcrs commaund
theferuants • thefift,thatthe mightier commaunds the fee-

bler
5
the fixt,(which is thegreateft digmtiejis, that the wife

commaund the ignorant j and the feucnth ,isthatwhich com-
mcth by lotand by the grace ofGod $ foas he that is chofen
by ior,commandeth andraigneth,and hethatfaiiethofit, is

bound toobay. *it^^k^fyt^/^^r

The qualities
cicero <P*»kng of^omf ty^ faith,thata good emperor(that

of a good cm- is tofay,agood General! of a field ) muft hauethe skill of
fcrour. chiualneandfeatsofarnis,vertue^

mull be painfull in affaires,hardy in daungers, skilmll in deui-

fingthings,cjuicke in performing, and of good prouidence to

forefee .
Titus Liulm iaith,thatthe great Captame Barm&all

was wonderful hardy in putting himielfeto the penis ofwarre,
and vciyrefolutemthemiddeftof danger 5 that neither his



The dueti'e of Magiftratsl

bodynor his mind e were fore-wearied with trauel,that he pa«

tiently abode both heat and cold alike, that he meafured his*

eating and drinking ratherbynaturall appetite, than by plea-

fure; that for fleeping or waking,hc made no difference be-

tweene day and night -

y
but looke what time remained vnto

him from doing ofhisbufineffe, he bellowed it in taking his

reft , not vpon a {oft featherbed in fome place far from noife,

but ordinarily lying vpon the ground couered with afouldicrs

caflbckc,amongthe warders, ck the whole troops ofthe men
ofamies . When he went among the horfemen or the footc-

men>he marched alwaies formoft r and was the firft that gaue

the onfet,and when the fight was ended, he was the hinder-

moftintherctreit. pUttrcb treating of Sericr.m faith, that in

matters ciuile hewas gentle and courteous, and in matters of

u aire he was of great fierceneflc and lorecaft. He was nc-

uer feene furpnfed with feare or ioy,but like as inmod perill

lie was void offeare,fo in his profpenty he was very mode-
rate. HegauenotplaceinhardinefTeto any ofhis time* nor

for valiantncile,in fighting, nor for fetled rdolution in allfud-

daine aduentures . When any enterprifc was to be done that

required good aduife,or skill to choofe the aduantage offome

place of ihong fcituation to lodge in,ortogiuebattell,orto

palTe a riucr,or to fhift off fome miihap,& that for the doing

thereof there behoucd great flcight,or the working of fome
policie, andthegiuingoffomcgleeketothcenemie, in due

time & placc,he was a moft excellent crafts-maiftcr. Befides

all this,hc was hberall& magnificent ui rewarding honorable

deeds of anns,andmeeldandmercifull lnpunifhingmifdeeds.

He was not fubiect to his belhe , neither did he dnnkc outof

mcafure,no not euen when he had no bufinelfe to do.In time

of molt vacation he was wont from his very youth to put

Jumfelfc to great trauell, to make longiourneis,to paflc many
nights together without llecpe,to eatelittle,&to be conten-

ted with iuch meats as came firit to hand.And whe he was at

leifure,he was alwaies either ridmg,or hunting,or mnning, or

walking abroad ia the fields! haueinferted this the more at

B Si; length,
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len*th,to the intcntit may fcrucfor a patterne to Princes that

intend toprofper,and to performe their charge happily.Now
let vs come to a king. The Latine woid {ego,

( whereofcom-

ni?th Hex, which betokeneth aking)%nifieth to rulcor go-

uerne.And fo a king is nothing elfe but a ruler or gouerncr of

people. Likewise Homer termeth him fometimc the Garni-

flier, and lometime the heardman or flieepheard of the peo-
King* arc

p]e .becaufe he ought to be carefull for his people, as the

anifhecp- fheepheard is for his fheepe,and towatch ouer them as the

hcardsof flieepheard doth ouer his flocke, that no man doe them
then pcoph. wrong. And (asP/#f*rr&faith) a good prince is like a fheep-

hcardsdoggc,whichisalwaiesinfeare,notfor himfelfe, but

leaftthe woife fhouldfall vponthefhecpe, and fo is a good

Prince in feare,not for lumfelfe,but lcaft any euill ihould be-

fall his fubie&s. AnftotU in his third booke of matters of

State,faith, There are foure forts of kingdomes, the firfl: is,

where the king hath no foueraigne authoritie, further than

in matters ofwarre,andin facnfillng 5 ofwhich fort,were the

kings ofSparta, or Lacedcmon : and this mancr of kingdome

is as a perpetuall captainefbip, match ed with fouereigne au-

thoritie oflife and death/uch as <Agamemnon had , who did

putvpiniurieswhenhcfatcatcounfell,buthad power to put

whom he lifted to death when he was in armes. And of fuch

kingdomesfomegoc by inheritance, and other fome by ele-

ction The fecond fort of kingdomes are thofe that goc both
by inheritance and election, the which notwithftandingap-

prochcth vnto tyrannie
, failing that the keeping thereofis

king-lik?,thajtis to fay, the kinges are garded by their owne
fubie£b,whereasthetyrantsare garded by Grangers. And
the kings commaund by law, and are obayed with good will

:

wheras the tyrants raigne altogether by conftraint. Infomuch
that the one fort arc garded by their owne citizens or coun-
tnmen, and the other by ftrangers, aga'nft the countrimea
ThcthirdisBarbarous,notforthatitisagciinft law, but for
that it is not in cuftome,ofwhich fort was thegouernmentof
the Mitylenians, which chofe Vittam againft theirbam-

(hed
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fhcdpcrios.Andthc fourth fort is that which was vfed in the

time of the noble princes,whom the Greeks called Hefes
%

who vfurped not dominionby forcc,but had it beftowed vpon

them by the people,ofgood will, dehuercdouer afterward
v

lawfully to theirfucceflors. They intended to the warres,and

to church-matters, and therewithall iudged matters of con-

troucrfie. Ofthefe fourc forts of kingdomes he maketh a

fiit,whichis,whenonecommaundethabfolutely. This kind

agreeth molt to our time,fpccially in this country,wh ere the

kingcomraaundcth absolutely , howbeit without infringing

the law,for then were it not king-hke,but tyran-like.And ac-

cording to yA t iftotlc,when a Prince reigneth withoutlaw,it is What a king

all one as ifa wild bead: reigned. A King thenisafoueraigne l$*

Prince that reigneth oucr a people,not feekinghis own pecu-

liar profit,but the profit ofhis fubiecls.Thismaner ofreigning

is like to houfhold <>ouemment : for although the maifter of

the houfe do ouer-rulc his traine and his fcruaunts at his plea-

fure,yet notwithltanding he regardeth aboue all things the

welfare ofhis familie : euen fo a good kingis to hauc an eye

moft principally to thewelfare and benefit of his houfhold,

namely of his lubie&s . For vpon themdependeth his ownc
welf.re,asthc welfare ofthe maifterof a houfehold depen- A ^
dcth vpon his meiny and feruants . One being asked vpon a commaund
time what a prince was to doc, that he might raignewel; hisiuhieftsas

faid, He muft commaund his fubie&s as a father commaun-
^^^[ t̂

°^"

deth his children j for thefather commaundeth not his chil-
1

dren any thing,but that which is for their welfare. In this re*

fpc& Corner called luptter Father ofGods and men,accordmg ^ *T/hc iu ft c5-

to the faying ofourLord,who hath taught vsto call rhefoue- maundement
raigne Monarch >(Irneane thcxternaliGod)Our father; and of the prince*

not our kingand our Lord : whereby he teach eth vs, that the and thcmflo-

truefoueraignue is that which refembleth theioueraigntieof
t
uc fo"ka$i

iathers,and thatthe true fubieclsare thofe that refemble chil- ?.ic anfwera-

dren. *AUfuch as hauc written ofgouernmcnt
,
fay 5 that a b'e cither to

kingdorne well ordered confifteth but in two points, name- ^f^^"^
ly in the mftcommaundement of ihe Prince , and in the due

obedience
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obedience ofthefubiec1:s.And if either ofthem both faile, it

is like the reparation of thefouleand the body, in the life of

nmv,askmg Francis thefirfl,right excellently declared to the

men ofRochelljintheyeareofourLord, flue hundred forty

three. Ifocrntes intheinftruc"tion which hegiiieth to Nicochs,

faith thus j It is to no purpofe for you to haue faire horfes,

and faire h ounds,ifye take no pleafure ofthcm,neloue them

:

fo is it alfo to no purpofe for a prince to haue fuch fubie&s as

he defiyeth,ifhe take no pleafure in dealing well with them.

And as the fame author iaith ; Thofe kingdomcs and ftates

ofgoueniment continue long.wluch are chane ouer the wel-

fare oftheirpeoplc.T.he treaiureof a good princethat loueth

. his fubiettSjis in the houfes ofhis fubicclsjand it is a common
feying,That the pouertte ofa prince appearcth by the pouer-

tie of his fubie&sy but when they be well at cafe, and weal-'

T!ic aurkc of thie,then is the prince to be deemed rich . Therefore the

, a (yunc. qiarke ofa tyrant,whom Homer termeth, A deuourer ofhis

peopIe,is to befeencin thepouertieofthefubiecls , for that

he fleeceth them to enrich thofe that arc about him, namely

the minifters ofhis pieafures,and ofhis euillulfcjwhich thing

caufeth all men to hate him , and to mun.him as a witlefle

beail ,fo that for his reward he hath the indignation of God*
and hatred ofman,a fhort life, and aperpetuall (hamc : wher-

as the reward ofa good Prince, that keepcth the Iaws,hono-

rethvprightnciTejandiudgeth according to iuflice, is to hue
and rai^ne long time, as Mofes affirmeth. Which thing ThiU
hying foorth at large.faith,That althougha prince die in bo-
dy, yet liueth he ftill for euer by his vermes, which cannot be

A Kinidonr e. abohfhed or defaced by death . A kingdome therefore is a

pi;blikeftate,wherin one only commandeth, hauingrefpecl:

> Tvraome* to the common-weale. The contrary whereof is Tyrannie,

vvluchisamonarchiethatrefpcclethalonly the profit ofthe
monarch.The lfatc of a king,becaufe it refpefteth the com-
mon profit

;& by that means draweth
;thc heartsofthc people

vnto it, is durable,and is vpheld by the only friendfliipofthe
fubicfts. Contrarywife,becaufe a Tyrant is like a roaring lion

and a hung -r-fturuen beare(a$ Salomon faith in lus Prouerbs)

and
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and in that refpecl: is not ordinarily beloued of his people,

nor ofanye;o6Mmen,thereforeheisfaine to keepe a gard of

(tracers aBout him,to make men reare him and obay him by

force,which force ofhismakcth himthe more behated. For

the maintaining ofwhich gu ird,he is fame to be at great char-

ges .which is a caufe that he becommeth the more odious,bv

his charging and greeuingofthe people.And therefore a cer- Tho way w
taineGymnofophill ofIndia being asked of Alexander

, by wmnc louc.

what means hemight make himfelfe moftbeioued,anfwered

wifely :By being very good,and by dealing fo as men fhould

notilandiiifeareofhiiB. For fearcis an ill preferuer of the

tiling that is to continue.And it is apparent,that fuch m en en-

dure but a little while , for as foone as the patience ofthe peo-

ple beginneth to faile,by and by thofe princes loofe their

children and their fhtc : as it befell to Denis the tyrant of Si-

racufe,and diuers other like. For(as faith Ecclejttfficus^king- vn j u ft,- cc 1S

dome is transferred from one nation to another , for the vniu- the caufc of

ftice, the iniuries,the extortions, and the fraudes that are di- tIlc alteration

tierfly comitted. VmuIm louins fpcaking ofIfm*tl Stphiefaith, °^ ftates*

That afterhehadrecoucredhisgradfuherskii3gdome,bythe

fauor ofthe prouinces that were greatly affertioned towards

him, he releafed the tribute incotinently-beingalwais ofopi-

nion,that the good will ofmen (which is eafily wone by libe-

rality& iul ticejwas the furcft flrength ofa kingdome;and{to

hisfeeming) it was not the part ofa-good king, but ofa proud

Potentate and new vpfrart,to raighe lord^Iike oucr the only
goods ofhis people,whcn the hearts of them all were efrran-

ged from him by the gncuouincfle oftributes. Therforelvvill The Icing-

conch?de,thatthekingdome whichis maintained by fauora-** d°mcthatis

ble means,is much more ftrong and durable, than that which P*^1
*!?*

lsvpheldbyforce. Which thing Vhitip king of Macedonia deaWng^s*
perceiuing,fought by al means he could,to continue in friend- ftronger than

.

mip with theGrceks, notwithftnading that he was often- t,iat
,

which w

timescoiimained to vfe force; inbereauiugthcm of their li-

brrty.And vpon a timewhen he was councelled by hisfaith-

fcilleft fcruants, to fet Garrlfons in all the cities ofGreece that

fa*

/
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he had conqucred,he would not takeknowledge ofit,faying,

he had leuer to be efteemeda good man for a long time,than

to be tingor a lord for a fhort time, becaufe he thought that

the foueraigntic which is held by loue is durable,whereas-the . .

foueraignty that is held by violence & terror,cannot continue ;>

any long time.At another time,hauing gotten the poflefsion

ofa certain place in Peloponnefus,hc deliberated a long time

whether he (houldkeepe it, or leaue it to the MciTenians,

wherein he asked the aduicc of\Ar*jgt* and Demctrms . The
opinion ofDenterriuswuSyThat he fhuld hold fall: theOxeby

both the homes ;
meaning, that he lhould eafily keepe the

country ofPeloponncfus,if he had the faid towne which was

called Ithomata,togethcr with Acrocprinth , which he had

already.But ^irAtm afterlong thinking vpon the matter faid

thus,Sir,thePhocenfeshaue many citi&,,andfohaucalfothc

Acarnanians,ail wel fortificd,as wel in the firme land,as vpon

the Sea-cod: : of all thefc you (hall not enioy any,and yet^not-

withftandingthey fail e not to doewhatfocueryoucommaund
them,without compulfion . The outlawes are inthe rocks

NocaHlcfo and mountaines,and there they hold thcmfelues ftrong : but

-o©d will
vnto a king there is no caftle more ftrong andfurc, thangood

will . Alfo counfell was giuen to sAntigwus , to place agood
garifon in Athens, to keepe itfrom reuolting any more,and to

make it asabulwarke againft all Greece, tut he anfwered,

That there was not a better bulwarke, than the loue of the

rkc is the " people.And as Vluurch faith in the life of^stratus yThc fureft

peoples loue. guard that a great lordtan haue,is the true and conftant good
will of his fubic&s.For when the nobilitie& communalty of

a country are wont to be afraid, not ofhim, but forhimthat
gouerneth them,then doth he fee with many eies, and hearc

wiifhmanyiareSjand perceiuethafarorT,whatfocuer is done.

AndtKcrfore there is more profit and more honor alfo in be-

ing a king,thanin being a tyrant. And a,s it is Gods commaun-
dem^nt and will , that the princcfliould haue a lingular care

and regard ofthe welfare and bencfite of his people, becaafe

f
he*is chofen to be vnto them a defender and protector : fo on

the

ThebcflBuI
wa
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the contrariepart,heisforbiddenby the mouth ofSaUmoft^o

pill and oppreffe thepoore,bccaufc they befuccourlefle. For

theLord({aithhe)will take their caufe in hand,& will dealc

roughly with fuch as hauc dealt roughly with them.

CHAP. III.

tfpofthe three forts ofGoutrnment^ dnd which

ofthe three is the bejl.

Orafrrruch as we treat of the date ofgouern*

ment,we muft not fuffer a verycomon thing

to parte in filence,which yct(tomy feemmg)

ought not to be omitted, namely,that there

be three forts of ciuill gouernments appro-

tied in the world j whereof the one is called by thegenerall

name ofa Publikc-weale,wherin all men as wel poore as rich,

noble as vnnoblc,arc admitted to gouerne by turne. Another

is called Ariftocracie,which is compactedof fomefmalnuirN

ber of noblemen, andmenof reputation, whobeareallthe

fway.And the third is the Monarchic, or Kingdome, wherin
al things are at the commandmentof one alone.Thefe three

forts orgouernmentjbjcaufcthey tendalltothe welfare of

the whole flate, are all allowable , and many like well to be

vnder thetr^fomc vnder one,and fome vnder another , accor-

ding as the humors ofpeople be druerily difpofed. As for ex-

ample, The Egyptians could not abide to be without a king,

and the Athenians could not endure to haue a king.The con-

traries to thefe three forts ofgouernmcnt are faulty and repro-

ucd • namely Democracie,the contrarictoa Pubhke-weale

:

wherin the people beareall the fway alone, and carrieallthc

credit e,without calling the nobihtic and gentlemen tocoun-

fel01igarkie
;tiiexoitrararietoAriftocracie5whichisthegoV:*

oernmentoffomcfew men, that conuertall things totheu

owne
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owne profit : and tyranny the contrarie to a kingdome,which

is the gouernment'ofone alone that doth all things at his plea-

fure,without refourming himfelfe to law and rcafon . To fiy

Thr rra'ifc of which ofthcfaid three good dates is the begins a hard mat-

Ana, cfacie. rer
5
yetnotwithltanding many men prefer AnlTocracie be-

fore the Kingdome,becaufe it is not ruled by the difcretion of

anyone tranlitoriernan,vpon the valour whereof the welfare

ofthe whole ftate might depend; but it is gouerned by the

immortall counfell of in euerlafting fenate. For it is a rare

matter to find anyone man fo fully perfect ex. worthie toraign.

Kings Jo not And as Nicholas Fofc&nn ofVenice laid, Kings doe not eafily

che&Juib^
rc^ t ^ieir OWnC ^U^S nS Pnuat Per ôns ^° >

Dccal*fe that in af-

pnuatpcr^ Iliucn as they be cuftomably honoured in their kingdomes,

fans doc. and are heard and obayed in the twincklingofan cie, they be

not only high-minded and infolent,but alfo impatient if they

obtame not whatfoeuer feemeth iuft vnto them ; and to their

feeming,all things is iuft that they defirc
;
bearing themfclues

in hand , that with one word they can put away all impedi-

ments, and ouercomc the nature ofall things
$
nay, they

thinke it a fhame for them to fhrinke from their inclinations,

for any difficulties;taking counfell,not ofdifcretion& reafon,

but oftheir own will& ftatclinelTeAnd as Soder'm Gonfalonier

of Florcncefaid -

y
(whenhc moued the Florentines to take a

parte, and not tobe newtors any more)Princes think e them-

fclueswrogedwhen they be denied their recjuefts, ckflievp-

on cuery man that foliowcthnot their will,and hazardeth not

The c6mcn» nis ftate together with thcirs.But ifthey be fuch as they ought

ft«e°ofa*
tobe,vndoubtedlyitisthe£reatcftgoodtum that can befall

k'ngdomct to arealme,and moft rcfembling God,who by his euerlafting

prouidence, raignethalone ouer the whole world . And it is

alfo conformable and drawing neere to our nature,wherin we
fee one that ouer-ruleth all the reft j for if we condderour

body ,we fee it is ouci-ruled by a foule,which giueth mouing

to ail the members, without the which , the body is but as a

biockeAmong our members we haue a heart, whichis ( as

you would (ayj the Prince and king ofall the reft.And in the

mind
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mincl, reafon beareth chiefe rule.Thc Bees haue their king.In

an armie there is a generall that commaundeth, and in a 1 hip

there is a Pilot thatguideth it. Rome could not abide ttf
7o

brothers raigningtogether. Efau and 1 4col> ftroue euen in their

mothers wombe.In the church-gouernment one only bifhop

or Metropolitane commaundeth . In a houfe there is but one

maiftcr,the refidue are but feruants ,
obaying the commaun-

dements ofthemaifterof the houfe. And therefore he that

would haue altered the kingdome of Sparta into a popular

ftate,came fhort
5
infomuchthat^£f/#4fcj faid vnto him, It

was meet that he fhould haft fbblifh a popular ftatc in his

owne houfe : doing vs to vnderftand , that thatforme of go-

uernment which a man would be loath to haue in his houfe,

is not meet to be in a citie or country.For { as faith .Ariflorle )

A citie is nothing elfe but a great houihold. To the fame pur-

pofc did Homer lay ,That the gouernmet ofmanv was nothing

woorth, and that mo than one gouernor needed not . After

the death ofCambifes, when the Princes of Perfiahad ex-

pulfedtheMagies,whohad inuaded die empire, theyaf-

(enabled together,to confult how they might thensforth go-

ueme the State.In this meeting there were three fundry opi-

nions.One'wasof0thane

s

, who faid there needed no king to

be chofenabut that the affaires ofthe rcalmewere to be ma-
nagedby all men in common, and euenc man ought to be left

athisownelibertie,withoutfubiccfiontoany one, becaufcit
j oue

is ordinarily fecne, that a fole foucraign bccommethmfolent, m
°

Cnt ^"kedi
and that if he be difpleafed, he may fatisiic hisinfolencic to men luloienu

the full . M egabjfus was ofthe contrane opinion , faying that •

fuch hbertie is more dangerous than Tyranny, becaufethat

if the noblemen and cities fhould be without a foueraignc

lord
, they might abufe that hbertie at their pleafure . And

therefore he thought it good, that neither the citiesthem-
felues, nor the whole multitude ofthe nobilitie, fhould haue
the managing ofthe publike affairs^but that the doing therof

fhould be committed to fome certaine number of good an&
vertuous Princes , which fhould haue the gouermng ofthe

State*

1
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State,and be obeyed as akingofall thcreft. But DtrtHs liked

none ofboth thofe aduifcs,bccaufc that if all men fhould be

at libertie,without obedience to anie , it could not continue

Ion"-, forfomuch as it was not pofsible, that a multitude of

freeflords could any long time agree'among themfelues ; and

to take any fmall number ofthem to rule the State>itwas alfo

vneonuenient, becaufe there would rife innumerable matters,

wherein the princes would not be all ofone mind 5 and more*

ouer,there would alwaies be fome one or other that would

attempt to controle the reft,which thing would breed diffen-

tion among-them,and finally the ruine ofthe State.And ther-

fore he was of opinion that of all the kinds of gouemment,

ther was not a better than the Monarchie.The which aduife

Kingdomes ofhis,all the reft ofthe princes followed Of a veric truth

haue paired al we fee, that neither the State ofAriftocracie, nor the State

other flares 0fDemocratic, haue atteincd to like greatnefle as kingdoms
° f

cn°

D

bothin
haue,fauing onely Rome for the largenelTe of empire, and

hrgencflcof Venice,for continuance oftime. For,as for Lacedemon and

dominion, & Athens,theirdominions extended but a little way, notwitb-
in length of {landing that the one ofthem made their powerto be feenc
timc

* in the lelTcrAfia, and the otherbecame terrible to the Per-

A commcn- fians.But ahouc all other,the popular gouetnment is mod vn-

dationof the weekhe/becaufeit is full of ignorance and confufednefle of
popular ftace, people 5 whofe nature (asfaid Belliftrins) is to moueby rage,

rather than by reafon j andwho(as faith Guicciardine) groun-

ding themfelues vpondeceitfulland vaine hopes,& being fu-

rious in their, dealings,when danger is far off, and quite out of

courage when peril doth approch 3
are not 111 any wife to.be ru-

led or retrained. And ( asTbdy of Nauar was wontto fay )

there is not any certain Ifay in a comunaltiejcc for that caufe

he would not truff the Panfians, nor come within their citie,

what fhew ofgood will foeucr they were able to make
3
per-

fuading himfelle that he could not be in fufficient furetie , a-

monglo great a number ofpeople oflb diueishumors.Which
thing the Senat of Rome confidering , chofe rather to giuc

their people Tribunes , than to giu« vnto them the reines of

authorise
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authoritic without a magiftrat.For although thepower ofthe People are

moretra&a-
tribunes was ouer-great,yet thought they it better than the yg"

a

'

uu
oucr-vehemcnt andboiftrous power ofthe people •> who be- head* hTifbc-

come more tractable when they haue a hcad,than when they ing with jut t

be without one -

9
For a head confidereth the danger, but the llcai*

Eeoplc caft no pcrill at all.The popular gouernmcnt is hard
;

to

c dealt with $ for it is a beaft withmany heads, which doth

good vnto themthat would it cuill, and requite euill to them

that doe it good. As the Athenians did to MiltUdes%
whom The reward

in recompenccofthegood which he had done them in deli- ©** fuchas

ueringthemfroma dangerous liege, andin vanquimingten
fc^^^0-

hundred thoufand Pcrfians, himfclfc hauing but ten thou-

fandmcn,they amerced at a great fine, keeping him in prifon

till he had fully paid it , and finally baniflicd him out of the

country.They did as much to ThemiJ}oclts
yKAriftidesy

*AlcibU~

dcj
ymd other good captaines oftheir citie,whereofanon after

enfued theirowne decay.We know how Itmes ofAacuill go*.

ucrned the people ofGaunt in his time, and what power and

- authontic he hadouerthcm,and how he wasbcloued ofall j

and yet neucrthelcflc they put himto death vpon a fmall fuf-

pition,and would not fo much as hearc hisreafons. They did

as much to hhn Bnllc, one of their captains, becaufc that

without caufc and without likelihood , they had wrongfully
furmifedofhim, that he had brought them into anambufh,
vponfecret compart with the earle of Flaundcrs 5 and he
was not permitted to fhew his rcafons and excufes. For with-
out hearing him , they drew him outofhis lodging into the
ftreet,and there hewed him into fmall peeccs, cuencman ca-

rving away a peccc that could come by it. Therefore Demoft-
benes,\vho was banifhed Athens as others had been, confide-

nng how Athens was dedicated to Mtnenta, faid $ O P*lLs
y

what mcaneft thou to cnterteincfo wicked and foule beafts,

as a night-owlc,a dragon,and a popular gouernmcnt ? forvnto
PalUs were thefe things dedicated . And *Artftidcs the beft

man or life that eucrwas inAthens/vpbraidcd the Athenians
with their ra(hnefle,who had condemned him for excectiting

C bis
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his charge rairiiiiilly,ifi not fullering the common treafure to

be robbed &fpoiled,and had h id luin in great louc and efti-

mation,when he winked at the pilfries which he faw commit-

ted, as though he had then worthily <k faithfully difcharged

Jus duty.For a multitude is hard to be ruled,and other counfel

is there none with them,thanfuch as they bringof thefelues,

iuiroonceiued 3mifvnderftood,inifiudged by paisions } neither

is there any thing fo vnequallin a common-weale, as that is

which they call equalitie ofpcrfons. A 11 is there equall and

euen, fauing their minds , which are as farfe at oddes as may
be.And yet lwtwithflandmg, becaufe things goe by the num-
ber ofvoiceSjWithout weighing thembtherwife/ they paiTe

alwaies with the moft number5
that is to fay , with the fooli-

U\ the cirie of me^ opmion.By reafon whereof, Ana.cha.rfm faid , that in the

Athens, wife citie ofAthens, wife men propounded matters, aiid fooles

u«propou4, nidged ofthem. And Vhocicn who neuer agreed ih opinion

jjl|f

M
1 tn ccommon people

,
hauing in open ailembly deliuered

° ' an opinionthat was Uked ofthe whole multitude, infomuch

tliatall tlie ftanders-byyeelded tohisaduife $ turned him-

felfc to his friends and asked them,whether fome fond thirty

had not efcaped him in his fpeech vnawares.As touching the

common-weale ofRome, albeit that the Romanes had con-

quered thewhole world by battell, yetnotwithftanding they

were oftentimes ill gouerned, for all their good policie . For

after that the kingswere onceocpulfed , the citie was neuer

without quarels,fome while againft the ten comifsioners,ano-

ther while the people againft the Senat, and the Senat a-

gainftthe people 5 one while agamft the tribunes,and another

while againft the confuls : and nothing did eucr vphold and
maintaine the citie fo much and fo long, as the forreigne wars,

.

which caufed them to compound their quarrels at home,
without the doing wherofthey could neuer haue continued

5

foras foonc as they had any vacation from forreigne warres,by

and by they loft theirlibertie,and found from that timeforth,

tharthe opinion ofscipio Nafit. was grounded vpon great rea-

fon,when he would not that Carthage mould haue^been de-

ftroyed*
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(troyed,that it might bauc keprRome ftil in hir right wits,fof

in very deed, tlick couetoulhede and ambition bred cruell

diffenuons among them,whichin the end did bring the oucr-

throw oftheir State.And therefore I will not fay but that dif- whether dX-

agreements are often times neceflarie in a houfe, a kingdome, fcimon be re-

oracoimmou-weale,andthat ( as onomademw faid after Common
rebellonof the Iiland Chios ) it isnotbehooffull to make WCaleorito;

cleane riddance ofell enemies,for feare leal! there fhould be

didention among friendsJ am fullyperfuaded it is not amiffc

to fufter fome enemies to fpight one another , as we. 1 for the

reafon aforementioned , as alio for that the enemiesby their

crofsing one another,doe difcouer their owne lcwdncue, co»

uetoufiicfle, and ambition,to the benefit of the prince and of

the common-weale ; and yet notwithftanding are afraid to

doe eu il , Ieaft nien fliould elpie their doings and Dehauior .And

( as faith Vlaurcb jn the life of Vomfey^) the difagreement of

*wo mightie citizens that are at variance among themfelues,

vpholds the common weal e in equall ballance, like a ftarTe

chat is equallie charged at both the ends,fo as it cannot fway

one way or other. But come they once to ioine inonc body,<5c

.to knit themfelues together in one
;
then it makethfo great an

inclination or fway.as no man can withftand >

y
infomuch that

in the end,they turne all things vpfide downe,& therfore vn- The fnend*

to iuch as went about,complaining that the quarrcll& enmi-^ ^om^
f

tie ofCdfer and Pompey,had ouerthrowne the cuinmon-weale, was t fJC ouer-

C*f«faid thatthey ouerlhot themfelues very greatly in faying throw ofchc

fo,becaufe it was not their difcord and enmitie,but rather their on

friendfhip and good agreement that was the firft and princi-

pallcaufe therof.When Pope Itdy had made a league with

the Venetians and the kins; ofArragon, a^ainft the French-

menonany men commended his dealing, as wherby hemeant

.to drme away the Frenchmen at the colts ofthe Spaniards, in ,

hope to driue away the Spaniards afterward, when they

had bin tired already by the Frenchmen. But the bell: adui-

:
fed fort found this counfe!! to be pernicious vnto Italy,faying;

$hatfithitwasthc hard bap of Italy, to haue both the ends

C ii therof
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thereofpolTeiTcdby ftraungcrs , it was better for the cour*.

trie to haucthem both continue there ftill, ( becaufe that

as long as the one king was able to weigh eucn with the a-

thcr, thofc that were not yet entercdinto bondage,fhould be

able tonaaintaine their ownclibcrtic ) than that the Italians

fhouldbe at warres among themfelucs, by means whereoffo

longasfuch warres continucd,thc parties that were yetwhole

and found lhould be tornein pieces by facking,burning, and o-

thcr mifcrable inconucnienccs,and finally he that gained the

goale, would puniih the whole country with the harder and

irkefomer bondage. That was the caufc why Pope clement

turned to the French kings fidc,bearing himfclfe in hand,that

as long as the emperour and the king continued both in Italy,

the Apoftolike fca lhould be vpheld by the power of cither

ofthe; and therforc he would not fuffer the kingdomcofNa~
pies and the duchic of Millan to fall both into one hand.

Small diflcntions forafmuch as they be intermingled both

Great diflen
W^ ? cx^m^ Pr°fit,carmotoucrthrow a ftate, but when the

lion between
diffention H great, and bctweene great perfons , itmaketh

oucr. great ftrange_tragedies,as did the diffentions betwecne MAriut and
perfonages is s'H ldj ompey and Cafar . Forhauing once gained and drawne

j^"0"5 10 vntothemthe whole cine ofRome , and hauing weapon in

hand, and men of warrc at commaundement ,
they could

hardly cfchcw,that their difcordfhould not procure them-
ineofthe ftate. The enmitic that was betweene ^AriflUes

and Themiflacles, had like to haue oucrthrowne the ftate of

Athens : and when vpon a time they had nothing prcuailed in

an aflcmbly by their c|uarelmgs,r/>i?m//rW<rj returning thence

inagreatragc,faid $ thatthecommon-wealeofAthens could

not continue in good ftate,vnlefTe that he himfclfe and ^Vr/-

fiides were both caft downe .The enuie that fomc citizens

, bare vnto\4lctrades , was a caufe ofthe deftruction of A-
thensLikevvifc the ftate of Florence was inftiort time ouer-

throwneby fucli partakings. The Romanes in time of dan-

ger chofc a dictator that had foucraign authoritic ; but he was

not to continue any long time, for feare leaft his ouer-great

authoritic
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authoririe fliould turnc into tyranny. When Cicero was Con-
full,therewasgiuenvntohim a greater authoritie than ordi*

narie,inthefe words namelie, That he fliould haue a fpeciall

care ofthecommon-weale, that it incurred not any danger;

and this was at fuch time as they perceiued the confpiracieof

fdtilin to hang ouer their heads. Cicero in this his time of

authoritie,did put many nol>]e men ofRome to death
, being

firft attemted and conui&ed of high treafon, which thing he-

could not otherwife haue done. The Senat perceiuing that

the magiftrats of Rome did not their duties, and that all

went to hauoke, determined tochufc Tompeyto be Conful

alone,to reforme thecommon-weale : and ofthat mindalfo

were BiMus andthe yonger Cato , howbeit that they liked

notofPfw/^behauior and trade of life, faying it was much
better to haue a Magiftrat, be what he be may, than to haue

none at all.And this their vfing of the abfolute maner ofgo- xnc 3?jf0 <

orc

uernment by one alone in the times ofdanger,doth fhew that gonernmcnt

they liked better ofit,andeftccmed it to be better and more ,s beft and

certainc, than the maner ofgouernment thatwas in Athens
1

;

mo CC1UUV

and that they abhorred not lb much the thing it felfe , as the

name thereof. Alfo Mitlmdates king of Pontus faid,That the

Romanes hated their kings, becaufethey were fuch as they,

were afhamed of,as namely Shepheards ,Bird-gazers, Sooth-

:sOut!a\ves,Bondmcn,and ( which was the fai re ft title,

ofall) Vain-glorious and Proud . The Carthagincnfeslike--

Uttfc had but one Generall captamc of warre, whom they

changed oftentimes. Contranwife the Athenianschofe ma-
ny captains at oncc,to lead their forces of wane. In refpecl

^if/j
1^*

xvhzxsoiyAlexander maruelledhowthe Athenians couldfind ny captain?;

euery yeare ten captains, femg that he himfelfemal his lands, Kingdomes

couldfind but one good captain,which wasTarmenio.AKo we hauc been of

fee that common-weal es haue not madefo 2;reat conqueilsas ^fSl
ai i 1 1 i

P, ' . lh nuance, nnd
JYlonarcnies haue done,except the common-weal e of Rome* ma(}c greater

which brought allkingdomes vndcr the dominion thereof t conquers

But for that one common-wealc
, ye hauc many kingdomes

[J"

0^^
which haue had greater potfefsions , and haue kept them a

g o^rnmcjit.
C iij longer
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1 onget tim?.As for cxample,thckingdcmedfAiiyiia had mo
Kuii;dornes and countries vnder the dominion thereof, than

euerhaddie citieofRome. TheRomanc empire lafted part-

ly at Homeland partly at Couftantinople, about fifteene hun-

dred venrcs.The Empire of Almaine(which began vnder 0-

tho thefecond,about two hundred yearesafterthe coronation

ofcharle»iame)hath continued vnto this day : but yet in fome

thin-sitiauorethjftheAriftocracie.ThckingdomeofFrance

hath endured abouta twelue hundred yeares . As for the do-

minion of Venic e, the gouernment wherofis an Ariltocracie,

IS the Paragon of all Common-weal es in the world, as which

alonely may vant that it hath maintained his ftatc the long-

ell time ofall others , howbeit with fuch good lawes as were

abletoprcferueit,as they well fhewed vnto one of their ci-

tizens, whom they difpatchedoutof his life without fpeaking

any word vnto him,only becaufehe was ofauthoritie and cre-

dit toappeafeacertajnefedmon or mutinie among the men
ofwarre in their citie . And to fay the truth3the thing that o-

uerthrewthe ftate of Rome , was the ouer-great authoritie

which they fuffercd their citizens to bearc.

Now then,as a good king is a right excellent thing 3fowhen
he becommeth a tyrant,he is as excefsiue a mifchicre.Forthe

man that is fet in that authoritie,hath power ouer mens per-

fons to difpofe ofthem at his pleafure : as Samuel told the Ik
raelits when they chofe their firft kin/.And (as fayd otbanes)

heperuerteth the lawes and the cuftomsof the countric, he
rauifheth women,and he putteth folke to death without fen-

tence ofcondemnation. Ifye commend him modeftly, he is

difcontentedthatyedoeit not excefsiuely rand if you com-
mend him out ofmeafure, he is offended as though ye did it

of ikxtenc. Tolicrates the tyrant of the Ifleof Samos, made
warre vpon all his neighbours without any refpect

^
faying

that he pleafured his friend the more inreftoring to him that

which he had taken from him,tnan if he had not taken ought
from him firlr.Ncucrthckfle, it behoueth a Prince to thinke

rhat ifhe forget hiroielfe and doenot his dutic,nepeiformcth

* hw
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his charge as he ought to do ; befides,that he fhal yceld an ac-

countforit before himthatgaue him that chargejie fhall not A fvi anr fit,

leauc his kingdome to his poltentie. Which thing Dems the
j^

6
*^

""Jj
tyrant of Siraculc did his fon to vnderftand, rebukinghim for ^ his'poflwS
the adulteries and other crimes that he had committed, and tie.

declaring vnto him, that he himfeJfe had not vfed fuch maner

ofdealing when he was ofthat age.Whereunto his fonne an-

fwercdhim,thathehadnothadakingto his father : neither

fliall you(quoth his father}haue a king to your fon, exceptyou
doe better.And as he hadfaid, fo it came to pafTe. Terer king

ofCafhle , for his tyrannie andwicked demeanor towards his

fubiects,wasfiiftdiiuenontof his realme by his baflard-bro-

ther,aided with the hclpe offuch as hated Veter • and after-

ward when he had recoueredit againe,by the means of the

blacke Prince*, as foone as his brother the baftard came a-

gaine with any force,all the countrie reuolted from him to the

baftard,and the Spaniards that were with him would neither

put on armor nor mount on horfe-backe at his commaundc-

mcnt
5
by rcafon whereof, he was fame to craue fuccour of

{trangers,andyetnotwithftandinghe loll the battel 1, 6c with

thebattell,both his kingdome and his hfc.^yfl/ons theyonger,

kin.*, of Naples, hauing done many tyrannicall deeds, fled di«

fhonorably out of his kingdome at the commingofc/;.tr/fJtIie

S.king ofFrance;and(as Guiccurdine reporrethJbeing tormen-

ted with the lting of hisownexonfeience, found no reft ot

mind day nor night : for a night-times, thofe whom he had

wronged appeared vnto him i \ his llecpe ; <Sc a day-times, he

faw his people making infurrcctio againil him,to be rcuenged.

His fon alfo to whom he left the kingdome, felt himfelfe pin-

ched with the fins of his predeceflors : fortheNeapolitanes

forfookehimas wel as hisfather,6: turned to the French kings ^ Ty-nts
fide.We fee what befell to l^obaam thefonofkingS/?/'j^.v,for aicnu.rAc-

exacting too much vpon his (ubiects -

y
6c to the duke ofGuy- red rather

*n, (commonly called the blacke Prince) for raifintr a fowas;e
,

tIun P""?? j

in the country ot Acjuitane . Marcus ^iurtUns laid, that the bcinr botl , ot
-

caufe why God iuiTcred wicked Princes?obc murtherecK fa- ihcrrT wicked..

C iiij ther

%
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tli crthan other wicked men,is for that the priuatmansnaugW
tineflehurteth but himfelfe and hisownc familie, for want of

abilitie to extend his naughtmefl e any furtherjbut the Prince

that is tyrannous and wicked, ouerthroweth the whole Com*
mon-weale.To conclude, the tyrannicail dominion is very

dangerfull and noiiome to all the people : but the kingdome

that is gouerned according to law, pafleth all other ftates of

gouernment, be it in comfort ofthe people , or in the dura*

blenefle of it felfe,or in making ofgreat conquefls.

chap. mi.

Whether the State ofa Kingdom* , or the State of4 VuU
like-weale be the antienter.

Anie be ofopinion/ that the Kinglie

authoritie had his beginning from

the people, and that the ftate of a

Pubiike-weale was afore the ftate

ofa King. Ofthat opinion is cicer*

in his bookes of Duties, faying that

Kings were chofen at the firft , for

the good opinion that men hadof

them.Andinanotherplacehe faith, That when folke found

themfelues harried and troden vnderfoot by the richer fort,

they were conftrained to haue rccourfe to fomeman of excel-

lent prowelTe , to defend them from the opprefsion of the

mightier fort,andtomaintaineboth great and fmallina kind

ofequalitie.Ofthe fame opinion likewifc is *Ari(lotle. Becaufe

themen ofold time (faith he, were benefactors to the com-
munaltie, either by the inuention and pra&ifeof arts, or by
making warres in their behalfe , or by aiTembiirtgthem to-

gether into corporations , and by allotting them their terri-

tories
j the multitude did willinglie create them Kings, &fo

they conueyed then* kingdomes ouer by fuccefsion to thek

poftenues,
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pofterities. Vlinie faith,thatthe Athenians were the firft that

brought vp the popular gouernment, which neuerthelefle

had been vfed long afore by the lewes, as /^fWwitnefleth

in his books oftheir antiquities . Indeede ThncUides in his

firft bookc of the warresof Peloponnefus, faith, thatwhen
the countrie of Greece was become rich by reafon of the

naiiigations,thereftept vp eueric day new tyrants in theci-

ties,by reafon ofthe greatneiTe of their reuenues. For afore

that ume, the kings came in by Succefsion, and had their au-

thorities,prerogatines,and preheminences limited.Whereby

he doth ys to vnderftand , that kingdomes were afore com-

mon-weal es,as indeed there is great likelihood that theftate

-ofa king was the foremoft.And it is not to be doubted , but

the firft men that were after the the floud , when the earth

was repeopledagainc,did rulethe lands whichthey polTelTed,

firft in theirowne houfholdsi and afterward ( when they were

increafed)in gouerningthe whole off-fpring that came of

their race,as we fee was done by Sem
)
c/)am

}
/apbet, Unw> Go*

mer^Stmethe;,andfuch others, ofwhom fome reigned in the

Weft,and fomc n i the Eaft. And Nembroth of Chums linage, Hembroth

Was the firft that troubled his neighbours, by 'making warre firft King,

vpon them,and the firft thatmade himfelfe a king, as S. John

chrifoflome affirmeth vpon the ninthof Genefis . For afore

that time time there could be noking, becaufe there were no

ftoreofpeopletobefubiecte.Alfo ^ii/rabdm haumg a great

houfhold , tooke three hundred and eighteene of his owne
men, and purfuing thofe that had fpoiied Lot, difcomfited

them.The fathers of old time therefore hauing many flaues

and feruants, which were multiplied afterward with the in-

creafeoftheiriftue, had them at comrrfaundement as a King
hath his fubie&s.And ofthis opinion feemeth Jaftine to be,

in his abridgement of Trogw Tornfetus
5
who faith in his firft

booke , That at the beginning euery nation and euerie citie

was gouerned by kings ; and that lucha shad none of their

owne , did thufe one , either for the good opinion which they

had U the perfon whom they thofe , orfor fome good turne

which
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wliich they had recerucd at his hand , of clfc for that they

fclt'themfelues mifufed by their hcad,whom they themfelues

hadfetouer thcm.asit befell by thefonnes of Samuel, whofc

vniuft behauior caufcd the lews to demaund a King. Here is

afaue field oftredmc,forthe difcourfingofthis matter on ei-

ther fide, bunt mall fufficc me tohauehad this fpeech fol-

lowing at a glaunce.

CHAP. V.

WUtktrii be better to hue a king by Succefoony

or by Eleclicn.

Ome there ai>c that demaund , whether it

be more behoorull and expedient for

the welfare of a people, tohauea king

by Elc£Vion,orby Succefsion. For if ye

proceed by Election , it is to be prefix

med^thatye will choofe thebeft,namely

fuch aone as hath made good proofe of

himfclfe,and is knowne to be wife, fortunat, and valeanr. Or
ifyeletitgoe by Succefsion, it may be that the king fhall be

yoong,of fmall experience,and of little vnderftanding . And
therefore Alexander knowing the dutie of a king, faid j'Hc

would leaue his kingdomc to the worthieft.'Pjrr/wj being af-

kedoflus children to whom he would leaue his kingdome,

anfwercd , To him that of you all hath thefharpeft iivord
5

as if he mould fay,to him that is the moft valeant . Whofoe-
uer would maintaine this opinion , mould haue reafons enow
to vphold.and defend it . Yet notwith{landing we ought to

reft vpon the cuftomc ofthe country, and not to fwarue frcm

it.Such as are wont to choofe their king,do well and worthily

Eleftio a.c
tkcrc 'n •

^nc^ yet tne granting ofa kingdome to goeby Suc-

caulcs "f
ce(sion,whichalfoisa very generall cuftome in moft coun-

gruc wanes. trieSjisnot tobe raifbkcd. For oftentimes itfalleth out, that

Election?
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Elections are acaufeof manywarres,aswehauefcene in the

Romarie emperors . On che other fide, when the kmgdome Inthclcing-

<roeth bv fuccefsion,there is no quarre'l or cuill warre,becaufc
fl "n 'e lha

^

itisknownewhooughttobeking. hor that caute ctidGc /- rit4f ,cc t iiere

r^f appoint by his will,that his children fhould exceed one is no caufeof

another in the kmgdome,fo that after the death of
1

his eldeft warrc -

ibnne, dying without ifluc, the eld eft next him fhouldfuc-

ceede. And as long as that order was obferued among them,

the kingdome continued in the race ofGenfrikeps wimcfleth

Urdanem his hiftorieofthe Gothcs.Moreouer,a father is de-

(Irous to lcauc all things in bed order to his children, the

which thing tendeth alwaies to the publike commbdiuc.

Contrariwiic they that are chofen,endcttor rather to climi-

mill than to enlarge their kingdomes, becaufc they thall not

leauc them to their heires $ and therefore they labor to draw

all things to their owne peculiar profit , that they may leaue

to their familie fomefrute ofthe kingdome wherto they were

come • and therwithall they be bound to faucr and recom-

pence their Electors, which cannot be done without expen-

ses and charges to the common-wealc . And it will notfeme

the purpofe to fay^th at oftentimes it falleth out, that kings are

yoongand vndcrage , and confequentlie without authoritie,

and without ahilitie to gouerne thcmfelues , and much leflc

their people 5 oielfethat they be witlcfle, or out of their

wits,which is worfe . For it is well knowne, that nothing is fo

well ordered in this world, nor any law fo well ftablimed,

which may not admit fomc inconuenrcncc . But in this cafe

the incounenience is fuch,astnay cafily be remedied . For if
A
n
^"^

akingbeyoong^ehathaCouniell/by whom oftentimes he jcti^yhV"*
rulcth better than fomc old man that will needs do all things counfell.

on his owne head^as we read of who was crowned atfe-

uen yeares ofage,and raigned forty yeares,in which time he
did not any thing which was not to be done j fo as the mino-

ritie of his age,madc him not to be the leflc honored& regar-

ded.Herofwe haue record in little Earoptts king of Macedo-
nia,the ptcfencc ofwhom(notwithftanding thathe lay in his

cradle)
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craclle)caufccl hisfub>ctts to win the battell $ and the Mace*

donians faid all with one voice, That when they fled afore,

thev wanted not corage,but their kingjinwhofe prefence they

fought as manfully, as if hehadbeeneof difcretion to haue

marked themthat did well.And although we haue fomtimes

had warres by reafon of the minoritic and debilitie of our

kino-s as it happened in the times of S. Lefoft/tf,Charles the fixt,

andlaftlyof the late king Charles whom God pardon
5
yet

may we well avow,tha t we ncuer had fo much harme therby,

as the Romans had by their wicked emperors,that came in by

Election, yea euenby thebed taught of them, as Heliogabalns

was,who being trained vp in all duties ofhonorandgod iinehVj

by rarU Mefa, did neuerthelefle become one ofthe wickedfl:

Wicked kings creatm-es vnder the funne. And therefore we may well fay,

arc fent of that it commeth of Gods will ,
who^iccording to his threat*

God for the ning Qfthe Ifraelites in old time, fendeth vs babes or foples to
fins ofthe ^ e QUr gouernors,when he liileth.to punifh vs, and oftentimes
PcoP c

*
princes well brought vp, but yet abiding in their wicked and

il-difpofednature,fuch as were Til>m;v yNero y
Caligula

im& in-

finit other mo. NeuertheleiTe there is this difference, that

the king which is oftender yeares,ori;mple-witted , hath his

counfell, which notwithstanding that they be oftentimesat

ods among themfelues 3omit not tor all that, to giue him good

counfel inmod things.But as for the Prince thatis ofa froward

nature,he beleueth nothingbutthat which is ofhisown head
5

neither giueth he himfelfe to any thing elfe than to'do mil*

cheefej know wel that the minoritieofa prince is oftentimes

The ftatc of*
caufeofmany diflenuons& partakingsfor the gouernmet:

tijc time and and that men ftand not info great awe ot him, asof aneldcr
otaflfajres, perfon , that is well aduifed.Butyet theftate ofthe time and

Swrci

1

°^ a âireS5 more in that behalfe,than all other things.

For if they happen vnder a prince that is yong orjimple-witr

ted, they procure great tragedies 5 and yetfor all that they

faile not to ftep in aifo euen vnder a king tnat is man-growne
and well aduifed.IfHubert ofArtois(who was the caufe of all

tlie lmsfonuiie that we had in France, by theEnghflimen)

had
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had beetle in the time of a young prince, men would haue
faid,thatthefmall regard which he had of theprinces age,

hadmade him to dcfpife him. And yeuicucrtheleiTc, hauing
' to do with a king of full age and well experienced aforehand,

he forbare not for all that, to make open warrc vpon him, and

to caufe the Englilh men to come into France, vpon a cho-

ler and defpitc, for that Thilif of Valois had adiudged the

carledomc ofArtoys to his aunt . The kingof Nauar had to

do with a king offufficient years,& with fuch a one as had not

then taftcd offuch misfortune as h e felt afterward by experi-

ence, and yet notwithftandinghcc forbare not to giue ma-
ny proud attemprs againft him,to flea his conftable, and to re-

fufe to be at his commaundement, vntill the king had giucn

him hisfonne the earle ofAniouin hoftage. At fuch time as

Charles the fift was regent ofFrance , the fame king ofNauar,

being vnderpropped by certain feditious perfonsof Paris,for-<

bare not to make warre vpon the faid Charles , for all his wi£ -

domc,puiffance,andgood gouernment. In the time ofcha> les
^

thcflxt, no fuch diitreflcsck aducrfitics had bcfaln in France, ^hcaucld'
butfor thciarrcs that were betweene the houfes of Burgun- chewarsvn-

die and Orleans. And therefore we muft not impute the mif- dcr Charles xhi

fortune,(b much to the viifkilfulnefle ofthe king. , as to priuat
^xr *

quarrclSjandtothetroublefomneiTc of the time wherein he

raigned, which was fuch, that ifthey had had ncuerfo fagea

- prince, he mould haue found himfelfe very fore cumbred.Af-

ter that Charles the feuenth had recouered all France, he was
not fo greatly redouted,nor fo fetled in peace,but there remai-

ned vnto him fome fmall ciuill warrcs. Letou the clcuenth was
a prince of fufficient wifdomc, forecafl: , and age, to guide

himfelfe ^ and yet he could not turneaway the warresfrom

the common weale, which had not hapned vndcr princes of

vnripc years. For the gouernorsofayoongprince durftnotto

haue defpifed the great men openly,nor to haue defeated the

antient ofticer.*, as he did ; whereof infued cuill vnto him,

What would haue been laid ofthe warinGermanie,ifit had

happened vndcr a fimple • witted £mperour,fcing it befell vn-

dcr
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icv a prince ofgouernment, fortunat, puifTanc, and well adui*

fed I Mcnhaue imputed our warres to.themincritie of the
Intcking. But had he been much elder than he was,he could

not haue preucnted them,feing that to the difcontentment of
moft men,thecafe flood vpon the ftate of religion , a matter
iufficient(beingfointermedled both with matters offlate,and
with prmatquarrels)to maintaine the tragedies thatwe haue

^
feenc.Therefore it behoueth vs to yecld vnto cuftome , aud

kincs m°
F
to witl1 ^' Pau^ That tfie power of a king commeth of

ihehUd of God 5 WwtlSfe with Salmon in his Prouerbs, That the
God. heart ofa king is in the hand of God ; as is the courfe of wa~

ters,and that heinclincth them which way he lifteth. Some
men like well ofthe kingdome that goes by Election

;
and

othcrlbmc miflijke not of the kingdome that goes by Inheri-
tance.Both in the one and in the other, thet e be dmers incon*
uenienccs, and reafons enow both to commend them , and to
difcomrnendthem.

CHAP. VI.

Oftht Education or bringingvp ofa Prince.

1 Tcurgus the Law-makerofLacedemon
, being

dcfirous to make his countriemen to louc
vcrtue

, and intending to lhew them to the
eye, as itwere with his ringer

J that nature

andculfomebethemeanstoatteine therto; «
vponanme when they were aiTembled altogether inaplace
to confultofthe affaires ofthe citie,brought foorth before all
the companie a coupleofdogges,ofone litter,ofonedam,and
ot oncfyre;the which he hadkeptvpfo diuer(Iy,thattheone
ot the being aitogetner giuen to hunting,was e^ctreamly fliarp
fctvpon the prey, and the other being accuilomed to the kit.
chin and to licke the difhes, had no dcSrc at all to hunt. For
proofewherof>Whenhehadfetbeforth5aplatterofp>rrage,

mi
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andaquickeHare, by and by the one of them ran aftcrthe

Hare,and the other ftept to the porrage.Whereupon he faid

,

Ye Tee here, Oye Lacedemonians, how thefe two dogges

being both ofone dam, & yet diuerfly broughtvp,do rcfem-
ble their bringing vp : eucn fotrainment and cuftome are

means of great importance , to engender vertue in mens
heaitsAViiKh thing we cannot but rightly (ay of the educati-

.

on of princes, which ought to be better learned than other
n
"*
'^Yertu-

men.and to beleeue that they cannot be vemious, if they be ous\nldTc

not learned 5 but are like to a peeceof ground, which 6e- they be kar>

ingneuerfogood,becommeth barrenifitbenothusbandred; nei1 "

and contrariwHe dotli bring forth good fruit, being well tilled

and compofted,though of it felfe k be very bad . The bodie

that is ftrong forgoeth his fhrength for want of exercife 5 and

contrariwife, the man that is feeble and ofweake complexi-

on, becommeth ftrong by continuance of exercife and tra-

ucll. Tlutarfa in his booke of the bringing vp of children,

faith ; That to make a man perfect, in vertue,there behoueth

three things to concurre,namely
5
Nature,Reafon, ( that is fo-

ray,inftruction or teaching)andCullome-or Excercife.lt is no
wonder therfore though fuch as haue treated ofthe qualities

that are requiilt in Pnuccs
5
liauing begun at their very cradle,

& trained them vp from then-firft lnranoe. For the timemod
fit and conuenient for the doing thereof, is while they be yet

tender &eah*e to bend 5 &ofthatfiril: Education oftheirs,wil

they haue a tafl: euer after. For (as littracefctth ) The bottle

that hath licour ofgood fent pur into it at the firft, wil keepc

the tang therof a long time. Among the authors ofour timet
Francpi Petrarch hath written very largely therof,teaching of
the nurfing ofa phnce,ofhis keeping ofcompany,ofhis tutors
and teachers, of themanerhow to make him a godhorfe-

man,and confequently ofgood horfes ofrunning, of wreft-

}ing,and ofother exercifes ofthe bodyf 5 of fhooung,ofhun-

ting, of hawking , and confequently ofthe nature ofhawkes
5

ofplavingattennis,and otherpafhmes 5 ofhusbandry,ofGe-
Qgraplu e;and of Cofmographie.But my intent is not to traine
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vp a prince from his cradle to histombc 5 but to gather fucfi

doings oftheirs,as may ferue them forgood example, to the

well gouerning oftheir people . Therefore as touching their

bringing vp, 1 referre me to the things which are written by

thefaid Tctr4rke,and afore him by Zenophen, Ifocrates, Tlu*

fW?,and many others.Only thus much I fay,Thatthe prince

which hath children ought to be carefull to bring them vp

. well in Ierning and vertuc . For (as Tluttrch affirmeth in the

r^evpmodc- comfzxifaof^g* wLGrdccbw ) good Education modera-

ratcth mens teth and ftayeth a mans mind , not only in things ofpleafure,

afo&ions.v by keeping him from parsing the bounds of honefty and ho-

norjn word or deede,butalfo in matters ofanger 5 and in the

greateft heatsof ambition and of defire of honor. Thilip king

ofMacedon vowed his fonnevnto iAr\§otle2& foon as he was

borne,and afterward did put him happily into his hands 5 and

he trained him vp in Philofophic . For good Education not
Good Edwca- only fafliioncth a man^but alfo altereth his nature, as we read

an^memll*
1 °^SQCrdte5^om aprofeflbrofPhifnomie deemed to be full

difpofition.
or" v*ces : anc^ when the man wasblamed for his mifdec*

ming So ttanfweredjthathe had not failed in his Art,for

by nature he faid he was fuch a one as he reported him to be,

but diligent heed and good Education had made him altoge-

ther anotherman.The fchoolemaifter of Themtflocles behol-

ding his readyand quickewit, told him aforehand, that he
fhould one day doe eitherfome great good or fome great

harme to his common-wcale.And in very deede , atthe firft

he was ofa wauering mind,troublefome,andfleeting. Butat
terward there was fuch a change in him,that whenmen asked

himthccaufeofitjhe anfwcred/Thatiletce & rough horfes
WiMhorfes becomegood if they be well taugftt&wel and orderly hand-

ball hW- lcdin thc brcaklnS • Therefore the man that mould be a

ling. princes tutor,ought to be a man of skill , and in any wife very

honei t,to keepe from him all flatterers , and to reftraine him
inhis youthjirom haunting the company of any other chii-

dren,than offuch as arc honcft and feare God 5 in which cafe

men commonly faile. For they teach them to haue a good

grace,
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grace,toentertairie Changers courteouf}\\to dauncewell and

to ride well : but after this geere there muft be no fpeech of

learning. I faV-not that tutors of futficient skill toinftruct.arc

not giuenvnto them : but that they ftand them in no (feed.

And yet tnoll: commonly tutors are giuen them at the plea*

fure of fueh as hie foi'n tothe Prince, who graunteth it vnto

his minions, without reflecting the fumxiencie of the perfon:

wherein,as faith Tintarch , they deaie in.iikcfort, as ifa fickc

mantogianfie his friend, fhould leaue the good and skiifull

Phiiition that could heale him, and take one whofe igno-

rance would rid him outor his life. I^Jow then, it behooueth a

prince to make his choifeof the greateft perfonage,and of

beft efhmationin his realme.For it is no frnall matter to draw

youth to a cuftome,when it is tender. For as faith TJntarch^ GoodEduca-

Good Education and inftructioniri youth,is the fountaine and nori in youth

rooteofall goodnefle. And like as Gardeners do ftickevp

proppesby theiryoung graffes,to hold them vprigiit ; cuen fo b

doe wife teachers plantgood inftructions and wholfomepre-

cepts about yoongprinces,to direct their maners vnto vcrtue.

Therefore Salomon in his Prouerbs
5
commaudeth vs to trainc

vp a child at the firft entrance ofhis way ,that hemay not goe

backe from it whenhee is growneolcL And lnthefeuejuth

chapter oftcclefiafticusjfthou haue children,faith hearing

them vp in learning,and bow them while they be young . A-
gaine,inthe thirtieth chapter, Bowdowue his necke, faith

hc,in his youth,and fmite him on- th elide while he is a child,

lealt he wax ftubbome and herken not vnto thee : for he that

nurtureth his child , tfoM haueioy of him:, yea and be com-
mended for him among hishoufhold folke. For how good A young

nature to eucr a young prince be of.yet lhall he hardly do any goocU
thing or' valour, lihehauc not been e trained and inured tfc) nature (ball

Vertue :as a horfe that is not well broken, howgoodfbeuerhe hardly doc

be otherwife,becommeth ftubborne and cumberfome , and
t

a

^f"[n
c« jntrariwiic a iadifh and refhe coltbecommeth a good horfe, -no^incxf
by well handling. My meaning is not to giue him fuch a uh vp ia venue*

.

tor of 9juM and vcmje , as darerh not giue him a croffc word,.

D nor.
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nor make him to (land in aw ofhim , and to obay him in all

friendly mancr.For it were as good to haue none at all, as to

haue aWorthatisvnprofitable,thatfhali fing to one that is

deafe,and point vnto one that is blind , which yeeldeth not

his heart to his teachers intent, and his eares to the words of

cvifdorue,as Salomon faith in his Prouerbs.One demaunded of

a Philofophcr,What was the caufe that yoong men were vn-

done? Becaufe( faith he ) their teachers forbore to compell

them to doe well . Vluurch in his booke of the Education of

pnncesjfaith
5
That kings learne to doc nothing well, but on-

ly to ride : and that isj>ecaufe their fchool entailers which

teach them, uoe flatter them,and not correct them : whereas

th e horfc difcerning not who it is that i 1tteth on his backe,and

therefore making no difference betweene a prince and a pri-

uatperfoniparethhimnotjbut mforceth him to perfbnne

his charge, if he will not be in danger to be call vponthe

ground. But as for the fchoolemafter that teacheth a prince,

he neither can nor will compell him to any thing, butlctteth

him doe what he lifteth
j
by reafon whereof, a prince cannot

be fo well taught,as a man ofmeaner degree, that &brnitteth

By wK.-t himfelfe to correction. NeuerthelciTe my meaning is not that

mcansayong thefchoolemaillerfhould-vfc the rod towards him, other-
prince i j to y^ife tnan as a fearing-iron is vfed.in furgerie,name!y in cafes of

Icarnina^nd
extrcarne neccfsiue,whcn all other remedies fsile -

y
but that

rcrtue.
° he mould deale with the yoong prince by ail kind ofgentle-

nefle,& aflay to draw him byfauor,rather thanby forceps by
praiflng him when he doth well,& by difpraifing. him when
he doth euiljwhich are moreauailable means towards childre

that are borne in fredome,as wel the one to draw them to wel
doing , as the other to withdraw them from doing. JI, than all

the whipping and fcourging that can be.Neuertheidle, when
being yet young, h e is wilfull and llubbornejthe fchoolmafter

• is to be difpenfed withall,to vfc that remedie. For as SaUmcn

corceftioo
* ait^ m ProueiDS J

P°h
1

y is commonly tied to the heartof.a

ci'-'r w ,r. child , but the chafhfementof the rod riddeth him thereof
j

.uon:c. for the rod and correction giue wifdome . Correct thy child,

a *
(faith
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( faith SdhmM ) and he will giue thee reft:
, yea and pleafure

to thy heatL And in an other place, Withhold not chaftife- v

ment from thy child, (faith he) for ifthou fmite him'with the

rod, he fhall not die : if thou fmite him wTith the rod, thou

deliuered his foule from hell. Therefore it behoueth to giue

liimgood indru&ion in hisyouth,that his nature may bee re-

formed if it bee euill , ormaintaincd ifit begood . A certainc ^ f

Philofopherbeingaskedvpona time, What was the caufe pr in C
™

be^in

that many princes begin wel,and end ill ? Princes, cjuoth he, welUndend «

begin well, becaufc they bee ofgood difpofition by nature
3

ana they endill,bccaufenomangunfaieth them. Whereof
wecannothaueabjtter record than Nero,who behauedhim-

felfe like a good prince fo long as Seneca was about him : but

as fooneasStneu was fequeltred from him,by and by hegaue

himfefc ouer to all vice, for no man gainfaied hinl, and his

flatterers foothed him in all things that he faid-which kindof

people, princes ought to (hun as theplague. And asTlurarch Children are

faith, Children mull be kept farrc from the company ofeuill J^P*

pcrfons,and efpecially offlatterers, for there isnotamorepe- company or

ftilentkindof men, or that more eorrupteth youth, marring flatterers,

and vndoing both the fathers andthc children , makingthe

old age ofthe one, and the young agcoftheothcr,mod mife-

rable,by offering to them in their wicked counfels , a bait that

cannot be auoided,namely, VoluptuoufnelTej whenvi.ththey

allure them . When the flatterers are driuen away from the

young prince, the tutor muft haue acarefull eye, thatthofe

which are giuen him tobehisplayfellowes,be wellbome.For

with the good thou fhalt bee good, and with the euill thou

fhalt be peruerted.And aboue all things let young princes be Thehatkg*$

accufromed to fpeake truth,and to hate lying.be it in earned lics*

crinied.For zsVlntarch fayth, Lying is aflauilh viceworthie

to be hated of allmen,andnot to be pardoned euenin bond-

flaucs,who haue lead iionedie . Ye fee then that the profit

which ayodng child that is a prince by birth,reapeth,by being

vnder a tutor thatflattereth him not,is,thatby keeping com-

pany with young children that are vertuo;js
;he. fhali learne to

Dij doc
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.

doe as they doc ; and by hismafter?iriftru£lionhefhallleattie

vertue , .and therfore hauingchaftilement andgood bringing

vy, and continuaUexercite vnto vertue 5 it cannot be but he

liiuil Vd himfelfe to that education all his life after, and be

The beft wk
Vvortlueto commaund. But let him further aflure himfelfe,

to lc iroc rule tnat nothing doth fomuch teach him,borh to doe well and to

is firH to obav rule well, as to haue ohayed . Andfurely the thing thattrou^

blcth moft princes , and maketh them loath to take in good

worth thegood counfell that is giuen vnto them,is, that wher-

as their fchoolmafters ought to commaund them, they haue
obayed them, and haue leftthem to do what they lift at their

pleafure. Itisreported,that the thing which made ^.gefiLtu a

perfect gouerrior, was,that from his infancie he had learned to

obay.By reafonwherof, he could better skill than any other

kmg,to apply himfelfe to hisfubiects,& tobeare himfelfe vp-

_ right among them, forfomuch as vnto the royall maiefty and
ftatcly behauior ofa princc,(which he had learned ofnature)

he had added courtefie and familiaritie , which he had got-

ten by Education,

CHAP. VII.

Of the endwherat agoodPrince ought to aimt

in this life.

Lmen in this world doe chufe in this lifefome
certaine vocation, fome to earne their liuing,

(as Tailors by making apparell, Shoomakers,
by making Shoes,Maions by building, and fo

fwrtiiofotherhandicrafts^fomefor delight
that they haueto do fome'eruicetothe common-weale, and
therby to purchafe praife,as the Orators,Iudges,and Lawyers
did mold time, and ionic- for both togithei-as Phifitions,

Eusry man is Some giue themfelues to matters offtate , and fome to Chi-

th

fir

h

U

V° f'
^lric^deu^ lu^ ^ #eii in iiisowntrade

3that

his
h * Kay retcm<

: m&W? thcrcof^iich is , to fee , fay, and
oa eUcmehimfehetobethe cheefeofhisprofefsioa

* There
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There is not fofimple a paintcr,ingrauer,orearner,which is

not defirous to match PoljcUtuSyLiJi^fus^f^elles/Prctogenes^

ZeuxiSyVhtMas^rdxirttes^nd fuch others , becaufe they fee

that fuch men haue bin eileemed in the world,and haue pur-

chafed fame by their cunning. Thismaketh them to take as

great pames as they can , to find the means to attaine to the

fayd perfe&ion,and not to fpare either labour or coft to learn.

The Phyfitionlooketh incontinently to his marke , which k
to heale the ficke man 5 the Surgion looketh to the well laun-

cing of a wound $ and as for to know the anotamie of a mans

body,therc is not that thing which he doth not: he vnderta-

keth to touchadeadcorfe,and to handle it, a id to cut it in

peeces,tofeethe cheefeparts,andto behold the veins > the

mufcles,theflem-ftrings,andthekmtters, to the end he may
attaine to the full Icnowledge ofhis fcience. The end of the

Orator is to plead well, and all his doings tend therevnto.He

exercifeth himfelfe in well pronouncing,and laboreth to haue

a good gefture and countenance,as we read ofGracchus and o-

ther Orators, and efpecially of Demoflbenes , who to frame ^ ai
*

n$
Jnmfelfe to a good gefture , would refort into a Cabinet

thatD«»«/%e-

•which he had purpofely made in tlie ground to that end, n^tooketo

where he abode two or three whole months, caufingtheonc becomeaa

halfe ofhis head to befhauen off,that he might not tor (hame
°rator#

goe abroad in that plight. And to abate the impediment of

mstoung which was thicke, he amended it by putting little

(tones in his mouth^nd by pronouncing fome orations fo with

his mouth full. And to ftrcngthen his voice, which was Imali

and feeble , he vfed to run vp againft rough hils, pronouncing

fome verfes which he could by hearte . In old time wreftlers

and fword-players tooke no care,but how they might harden

themfelues to indure trauell , dietting themfelues tHereafter,

and abfteinmg from delicate fare,that they mightobtainethe

honor ofoncday.Euenfo after their example, a good prince

ought not to fpare himfe'fc a whi t,for the obteining ofa grea-

ter commendation than theirs
,
by making himielleworthic

his charge . For it is a ftrange fight to fee fuch a one com-

D nj maund,
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maund,as ought to be commaunded, and can no skill how to

gouerncfoike -

y
for it is all oncasifa manfhould fee one made

a Pilot ofa fhip,which- can no skill at all offayhng. And ther-

fore D4uidm\Ut\\ kings to lcarne ,
feing they be iudges of

the earth)

The war to New to ! earne wel,a man mufr fii ft defcend into him felfe,

learning is' to as faith P?rfc ?
thatis to fay » he rau ft examine and triehim-

defcendinto felfe, that he may know himfelfe. And of knowing a mans
a uqios iclre.

£c}f ejthere are two forts ; the firft confifteth in contempiati-

on, whenamanbeholdeth hisowne being as in a mirrour,

that is to fay 5 when he confldereth what he is in very deed,

that hee fall not into ignorance the mother of ail euill.

Now the very being of aman indeede , is his foule , where-

tinto the bodie belongeth , as a garment that is made for

the bodie * Hardly therefore lhallwe difcerne what is ours,

vnlefle we firft know ourfelues , And moft recjuifit is this

contemplation for kings, who hauetheir foueraine authoritie

from God . For it will make them both fortunat and wife

in gouernment , as well of houfliold, as of publike ftate, as

I will declare more atlarge hereafter.

The other kind of knowing a mans felfe, ( as VLto'n
his Philebus hath right well noted') is,' when hauing firft

confidered the very man it felfe, which is the foule, we after*

ward alfo behold the fhadow and figure thereof, thatis to

fay,the bodie, with the goods and abilities which God hath
diftnbuted vnto vs in this world. For we cannot vndertake

any goodly or great things^vnlefle thegoods both of the bo-
dy and of fortune, be aunfwerable vnto the goods of the
mind . And ( as faith Menander ) Thou knoweft; thy felfe

if thou take heede to thy dealings , fo as thou doeft what
thou oughteft to doe.

A prince
Therefore it behoueth aprince to know his owne abilitie,

ought to con- and what he hath wherewith to make wane, whether it be in
ffierhb oa nc allailing or in defending'. For whofoeuer fhould enterprife
abilitie. a warre w it llout monie ^ mi^t jiaue tys verefiec(

of lum, which QuintiHs theRomane captaine faid of?hity**
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Ww,name!y . that he had arms and legs, but wanted a beltie^

meaning that lie had ftore ofmen both on foot and on horfe-

backejbut he^vantcd money . And as it is to no purpofe to

haue men,\vithout money, which is the finewes of warre 5 fo

is it nothing worth to haue money,without men ofwarre.

Alfo we may fay , that a king knowes himfelfe, when he A prince

behaueth himfelfe according to his degree,yeelding himfelfe ™ ul* a^a-

gentle and affable to all men, howbeit retaining that which fo/maic&uF
be'ongeth to the maiefty ofa king, leafb liis ouer-great fami- of his perfo*

liantie ingender contempt . That was the caufe why istlexan- and ftaje,

der refufed torunne atthe'gamingsof0//w»/«*, though he was
efteemed one ofthe bed runners m that alTembly

5
anfwering

his father (who had moiled hjm to put forth himfelfe into

the lifts to obtaine the honor ofwinning the reward of fo ho-

norable a wager) I would willingly doe yourcommandcment,
if I had kings or kings fons to run and wreftle with me : eftee-

mingitan vnfeemly thing for him,"being the fonneof a great

king , to meddle with fuch as were not his matches. For the

king that abafeth himfelfe too mucli, 1? counted to diflionour

himfelfe as much as he that is proud $ like Nero who plaied

the \Vagoner,the Minfhe],and thelefter j for doing wherof

he was fo far offfrom being loued or efteemed , that he was

father hated anddefpifed for itofailmen.

Now then,aftci,that a prince hath throughly viewed him-

felfe both within and without 5 he cannot but vnderftand

what his charge is,the which cGgafifteth in two things, name-
ly in matters ofpcace,anJ in matters of warre $ both which
parts arc fo neccflarie for him,that he cannot feperate the one

fro the other. For(as faith Thucididts) Peaceis eftabhlhcd by
warrcjneither is a man fure to be out ofdanger, when he is at

reftand without warre.lt is not inough then to haue good or-

derfor the gouerningof hisxountry, vnleffe he alfo haue for-

ces inareadinefleto fuccour his fricnds,to refill his enemies,

and to fubdue rebels. As touching ciuil gouernment, I
A ..

fl^
Will (peake inough of it throughout alkhis difcourfe 5 and as oJXtTo h< a

touching the cafe of warre, I fay that a prince ought to warridar.

D Kij giu«
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giue himfelfe to chilualrie, as much as pofsiblyhecan , and

that if he doe not To , he mall be fubiecl to contempt of his

neighbours, and consequently be conftrained to haue warre

whether he will or no.Therefore it ftandeth him on hand to

be a warrior himfelfe , ahd to haue Ins people trained to the

warres, andfomenmes alfotomake warre that he may haue

peace $ and contratiwife in warre to mind peace . For as the
T
f

1C

TTrcT
-^ lT1Feror

Tr*l*ne > GodfufTerethnonetobe vanquifhed

Lcrcome^y in battell,but fuch as are enemies of peace . And we fee by

w2::c. ' experience, thatthofe which are eagre in feeking warre , doe

commonly worke theirownouerthrow,a* Tirrhm did in old

time, and as Charles duke of Burgoine did a little while

ago. But if a prince be compelled to enter into warre, it

behooueth him to let the world vnderftand , what skill

and cunmnsihehathinfeatsofarmes, and what delight he

hath in repulfing wrongfull warre , whereinto hee mull

enter with a braue courage, vnaftonied $ as TintArch writeth

oiSertmw, whom he reporteth to haue beene fneeld and
gentle in matters of peace, and dreadmll in preparatiueof

warre againft his enemies, . Wherefore a prince ought to de-

notb« made
uieane himfelfe in fuch fort , that knowing the means how to

but for to came himfelfe vpright in both the times, he may be difpofed

dhbhfh to warre ifneed require , and yet vfe it but to the attainment
peace. Gfpeace,which ought alwaies to be preferred , as reft is to be

preferred before trauell . For fome loue warre too much, and
fome againe doe fliun it too much . In the one point Manm
made default,and in the other Terfetp. For Manns beingvn-

fit to Hue in peace, as one that could no skill of ciuill af-

faires ; fowed diffention the feed of warre without purpofe,

Infomuch thatwhenhe was at Rome in peace,he had not-the

Rrace to entertaine men amiably, and to gather them to him
by courtefie , for want of gifts and qualities requiiit foi ciuill

arfaires . Byreafon whereof3
men made no further accountof

him, than ofan old harneiTe, or of atooie that Was good -for

nothing elfe but only for warre.On the contrane part, Terfeus

fuffered his ftate to goe to wracke for want of intending to-

warre-*-
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1

Warre-matters, and for that he loued better to keepe his mo-

ny for the Romans,than to lay it out in waging men ofwar for

his own defence.For he loued not war,nor defended hirnfeife

but very fleightly 5 and therefore was he bereft of hisking-

dome
5
and vtterly fpoiled ofail his treafures.

Many oth er Pnnees li aue falne from their eftate, for want K ; ngs hauc

ofgiuing themfeluesto thevvarresj among which number, loft cheir

Sdrdtnapalu* and childerike may feme vs for example
,
The fta^J>r

thing that made rindex and GnlU to confpire againfl: N&hyiffi them-
was the contempt which they had of him , for his_giuing pficiucf to d,Ps

himfclfe wholy ouer vnto voluptuoufneflei and for his defpi- vvarrss.

fingof the exercifeofwarre.

P^/wdurilnotto haue fet his princes diademe vpon his

owne head,ifchildcnkf had loued armes as well as he. Butfor

as much as Tepin had weapon in hand,and men ofwarre at his

deuotion,and whatfoeuer elfe was requifit for a good captain,

it was an eafiematter forhim to brmg his enterpnfe to pafle.

FrdncisSfottUby his valiancie in armes , rofe from a funple

fouldiertobeduke of Millan 5 and. the children ofprinces .
.

and dukes,haue become meanegentlemeaMcn ofvvarre do pj^^
1

"^
CN

ordinarily follow thole whome they loueand efteernejadmi- chat louc ncs

ringgood and valeantcaptains,and cotrariwife deipifing thofe chiluarie.

that iouenot chiuahie. And therevpon it commeth to pafle,

that the pnnce which knowcth his neighbour to be vnfit.for

warre,andvnprouided of fufficicut force to withftand him,

doth cafily fetforth into the field to ouercome him,and com-
monly he carncth away the victorie. For it is noreafon that ^ is 00 rea-

the man which is well armed, mould obey him that is vnarrj^^ 1

-^

med.My intent is not to mferre hereupon,t,hat a prince mould wc jj nrmccj

make warre without caufe , or imagine that he ought not to H ouldyceM

enter, but by forceofarms. For as Cicero fayth nxhisbooke of co him th&tie-,

Dutics,a prince ought neuer to refort to weapon,but whenno v,iaraie(*»

reafon can otherwile be had,or when he is to defend himfelf,

which is the Law ofnature.

.

For 32 fot him that maketh warre vnder pretence of fome

final prof] tjlie is like to him5wiioUs ^.itgiiftm Iaid ) doth angle

with.
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vvirh ah'dokcof 'gold ,' theloffe whereof is. greater than the

o;aine of the HflvffiStffc tobe caughecanbe woorth. There-

fore a prince ought,not to make war without aduifemcnt; but

yet mult lie put himfelfc alwaies in a readineiTe, if hee ihould

chauncc to be enforced thereto . For ifwar be not forefcene

arid well proiiide'd for,with menandarmour, itworketh fmall

•effectm time ofneed.

A nnnofwarre (faith CafiioJ.crM) inuft learne aforehand

tlutarcw be the things which he hath to do when war commeth. And as

done in war, Xenophon faith in his Education ofking fi>r^,Itis no time for

aret<tobekatv a prince 'to make hisprouifion, whcnneccfsitie is come vpon

adeifu/c.

^

^
>
^ut lie mu^

^

for hlS mattccsa&rc-'lai^akre necefsi-

tic come. Now,that he may be the readier in all things , and

efpecialiy in men of warre ; itbehoueth him to haue a good

number ofmen well trained aforehand,after the manner that

the Macedonians had their Siluer-fhields,the Romans their

Legionaries, the Souidans of/Egypt their 'Mamelukes , the

Turks tlieir Ianiiraries^r^^and #^r/V,kings ofFrance, the

old bands ofPiem©unt,andthe emperour Charles the flft the

il"

D

«hcm^
Spaniards.Befidesthis, a prince ought to inure himfclfe and

Telues a/thcir
m^e^s together,to all exercifes ofarmes ; as to run well

Jlibictfs ro the with a lawnce, tomount on horfeback handfomly,and to ma-
cerate of jnagejiim cunningly,to trail e the pike,to fhoote in long-bow,
arms.

crofle-bow,and gun,to vault,to leape 3
to wreftle, and to han-

dle all mannerofweapons,fo as they may ferue their turne in

time and place.

For fuch things do not only procure skilfulneiTe , but al(b

make mens bodies the more ftrong and nimble, and the bet-

ter able to endure trauclLAnd therefore the Romanes could
well skill to prac*tife them in a certaine place which was cal-

led Mars his field , where all fuch exercifes were put
in vre.

Whether the 1 know well ,that anions; them that haue the managing of

iX»b|T the ftate 111 France
'

»

15 heid for an herefie t0% > that che

trained to the
common people are to be trained to the wanes j but I find

wars,or 00. the reaforjs of Seifell$nd> v/illUm Zelhj to bee ofmore force,

;

-----
thm
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than the reafons that are commonly- alieaged to the contra-

ne 5
fpecially inFrance, where the king behauing himfelfe as

a kingj's honoured,feared,and beloued.

And we may fee plainly , that this people, as vntrained as

they be,are fo well flcfheei one againft another,that they for-

beare netto enter into armes,to their owne deftruction , and

call in ilrangers to hniih tins worke , and that with fo greae

lofTe,that it were much more for thebehoofe of the reaime,

that they themfelues were better trained to warre , and more

inured to it long aforc-hand , that they might forbeare the

Grangers.

For if it mould-happen the king to loofe one battell in his

Tealme,he lhouldfind what ahindcrance it would beevnto

him,that he were not able to make vp his army againe,other-

wife than of Grangers.,

Itis wellknownem what danger the Carthaginenfes fell

oftcntimesjbyreafonofftrangers , who meant tohaue ouer-

throwne their fcate,by rebelling agninft them -

y
and that if the

Carthaginenfes themfelues had bene trained to the warres,

Scipio had not defeated,them fo eafdy as hee did, no more

thank lay in the power of Vyrrhm to defeat the Romanes.

Forwhen hee had oucrcome them in twobattels, hee fayd,

he had bene vndone,if he had had oneother battell more to

win of the like price
$
confideringthathis men were fo great-

ly diminifhed by thole battails, that heegrew vveake,cuen

to the view ofdie eye,becaufe he had no meane to make vp

his armie againe with othermen j whereas on the contrane

part, the Romanes did eafily fupplie their armie with new
fouldierswhomethey caufedto comefrom their citiewhen

need was,as from a quicke fpring,whereofthey had the head

in their own houfe.

The Switzers & Almains being called intoltaly, one while

by the Pope and Italians,andotherwhile by the Frenchmen,

ouermaftred thofe thatwaged the, 6c through their wiifulnes

made them to lofe the whole coumrie infliortfpace, by their;

$mk.^^s. •uofk • '{ifafii&l try.',*;
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returninghome or by their fighting , againft the Will of the

General!ofthe hoft.

There is yet one otherkind ofeXercife which ferueth gret*

ly to the ftate offouldicrfarej for it inurcth the body to paine,

and therewithall acquainteth men with the natures and fcitu-

ations ofplaccs,which isprofitable two waies :firft,men learn

thereby to know their own countrie, and by that mean to dif-

ccme the platform e ofany otherplace that differeth notfrom

it ; for the knowledge ofone countrie,is a greatfortherance to

the pra&ifcof another. Plutarch writcth.thatwhen Strtorim

found any leifure,herode continually a hunting , and courfed

vp and downethefields,whereby hegot great experience and

furtherance in skill , to fluft himfelfehandfomlyand readily

from lhrewd paflagcs,when he was prelTcd by his enemies

:

and on the other fidc,to enclofe them whenhee had the ad-

vantage ofthem,and to difcernc where a man might pafle a-

way,and where not.

A pro Stable
fkilopetnen prince ofAthens,duringthe times that he had

«liicourfe con- peace,did fet hismind wholy vponfuch means as it behoued
ccrning vhi- fam to vfeintime of war,propounding to his friends as hec
logmen. trauelled onthe way,bywhat means he might aflaile his enei

micsifthey wereincamped neere hand thereabouts , and in

what order he were to purfue or to rctyre.And in deuifing a£«

ter this manner,he heard their opinion,and told them his,fet-

ting downe all the accidents that could happen in a campej
by means whereof, he attained to a certaine refolutnefle and
readineffe in feats ofwarre.LikewifeBookes doe woondcrfull

feruiceto-a prince in that behalfe, as mall be fayd in another

place. . - .

And in any wife he muft propofe to himfelfe fome excel-

lent perfonage,as a pateme to follow; after which maner
/«Wrr propofed Achilles for his patterne 5 ltdim C<efar pro-

pofed Alexander • and Scipio propofed Cyms . To conclude, a
prince muft vndcrftand ciuil affairs , that he may doe euery
man nght,and keepe the weaker fort from being troden vnder
foot by the mightier.And he muft haue skill in martiall deeds,

•

,

" '

that
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that hemay defend his people from ftrangers,and maintaine

hisown eftate.

4S

CHAR VIII,

What is requijit in a Prince to make

him happ/e.

Or as much as I haue begun to mew the

end whereat a Prince mould aime, it be^

hoticthme to pro&cute this end to per-

jfe&ion , and to make the Prince happie

whom we treat of For commonly all our

actions tend vnto blefledneile and felici-

tie,which is the ground and foundation of all good things,

and is fet afore vs for a crownc and reward ofour hope,as faith

Sjobtt Chrtfoftowevpon the foil PCrime of Dtutd. Neuerthe-

lefle,infeekingthis happinelTewebe often beguiled, taking

thofetob happie,winch indeed are vnhappie, for want of What the fc

knowingwhereinthatblefTedfelicine confifteth. Wherein I g^f"*
mind not to follow the Diuines , which place the fouereigne

good»and iikewifethe cheefe euill, without the compafle of
this hre

5becaufe this life is turmoiled with fo many mifchiefs,

that it is not pofsible to find thefoucreigne good in this world,

and to attainc vnto the true felicitic by our own induftrie and
diligcnce.For,as the Pfalmiftfayth,The thoughts ofmen are

vainej and fo doth alfo S..sluftwe teach vs,m his 19 booke of
the citie of God,whcre he difputeth againftall the Phiiofo-

phers ofold time,which placed the fouereigne good either in

the foule,or in the body,or in both together -

y
in pleafure,orin

vertue3or in both together; concludingjThattheeuerlafling

life is t!ieiouereignegood,and the euerlafhng death the ibue- :

rci
c
;ic em 1 5 ior theauoidmg ofthe one whereof, and for the

obtaining of the 1 -rlier,it bchoueth vs to liue wel ,and by faith

to feckc th e fou ei ;igne Good.which we cannot fee now , out

.welhein hopetoleeiciiereafter.

Now
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Now then,for rhc prefent time we will omit the true and

only perfect bkiTcdncflc , and reft vponthe worldly happi-

nefle/eeking that which is mod beautifull, moft acceptable,

and mod happie in this world, which thing fome doe place

in plcamre,fome in profit, and fome in both together. For as

the Poet faith, That man hath atteined to full perfection,

which matcheth pleafure with profit. But the matter is to

h^incfc of know, what is pleafure and what is profit, and by what means

princes may a man may attaine to it, that it may become found, fubilanti-

all,and durable. So ioone as a kingdome isfalne to a prince by

Succefsionor Election
,
by and by he is counted happie , be-

caufe he is honored and followed ofall men, and may doe his

pleafure With his feruants , and take his pleafure of them as

much as he can wifh.

In old time, Crejjm feing himfelfe peaceably pofleffed of a

goodly rich kingdome, plentifully ftored with gold and filuer,

whichhetookeoutofPactolus.ariuerof Lidia , gazed vpon

himfelfe in his fbrtunateneflc and great riches -

y
and hauing

inuited thither Solonpv^ of thefeuenfagesof Greece, de-

maunded of him,if euer he hadfeene a more happie prince.

But Solon making no rcckoningof his rkhes,preferred before

him an Athenian named, Ttttns 5 and in the end told him,

That no man could be efteemed happy in deed afore he were

dead jbecaufe that in this life many mifhaps come vpon vs,

which difturb our eafe,welfare,and quietnefle.Aud fo befell it

to that king,for he was taken by Cyrta, and loft his kingdome,

and was put in danger oflbeing burned quicke.

This fheweth vs fufficientiy,that we cannot ftay ourfelues

vpon fuch maner ofbleiTednefte,feing it accompanieth vs not

any longer than while we be in this life . And therefore we
muftfeeke it .further off.Al fuch as haue writte ofblelTednelTe,

fay,That to be happiewe muft feeke perfection . For no man
can be termed happy, ynleffe he haue throughly attained to

the ful meafure ofal goodfoitune& blededneiTe. And perfe-

ctio as futh .Arijiatle is the thing that is taken& chole for the

good that is therm, & not for any othsr thing 5 for albeit that

the

To become
happy, wc
wuftlccke

ytrfc&ion*
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the defire whichwe haue to be honored) and to be ofa good
nnnd,andto haue vertueit felfe, be things worthie to be defi-

red without any otherHay, yet our wiflung of themis.cheefly

for that we thmkc we ihall by meai s ofthem become happy,'

And fo blcfTednelTe and fcdicitielieinall actions that are ver-

tuous.Thcretoi e to attaine therunta^t behoueth a man to be Fclicitie lietlv

vertuous . Moreouer I fay, that in this world there are three & aH vertu.

kinds ofgoods , which make vs well contented and happre:
ousa lons*

The one foit commeth or fortune , as to be rich or honora-

ble '

y
another fort is ofthofe which we terrne the goods ofthe

body,as beamie,tlrength,health,aiid actiuitie- And the third

fort is ofthole which we call the goods of the mind , as {cien-

ces and venues . As touching the goods of fortune
5 for as

much as they cafily admit changc^nd we fee ordinanlie how
rich menbecome poore,andpoore men rich ; the happy and

blelleditate cannot be in the in. B elides that,itialleth out of.

tentimes, that the richeft and greateft lords are neither well

contented,nor well at cafe . Dkewife the goods of the body

cannot make vs happy. For what is a man the better for being

faireand in good health,ifhe be a beggar ora vitious perfon ?

Therefore it is to be concluded , that rbrafmuch as the mind
is more excellent than the body and all worldly goods , the

blelTed ftate confilteth in the goods of the mind : that is to

wit,in knowledge and vertue 5 which neuer forfakmg vs, doe

%yeeld vs continuall plcafure and contentment. In refpect Riches" widt-

whcrof,^»f//?6«wfaid, That richeswithout vertue,yeeldcd out vertue be

as much pleafure, as a banquet without any body at it. Verne-

trim hauing taken Megart, demaunded otSnlfon the Philo- man tocaiL
fopher, whether his men of warre had taken any thing ofhis

away or no?and StUpon anfwered him norfor no man hath be-

reft me ofmy knowlcdg. Bix< one ofthe f.iges ofGreece,madc

the like anlwere when he was demaunded,Why he carried

not away his goods, as other of his citizens did at their Hoe-

ing out ufthc cine then newlie taken ? I came all my goods

with me,quoth he^meaning hisknowlcdge and vcrtue,wher-

. ^ihetlioughtaUlusvvelfafQtocoiJiih ^fnfliffM hauing left

all
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all that he had by lhrp-wracke , and being cafl: vpoti the

coaft ofthe Rhodes by a tempeft,after he had difputcd with-

in the fchooles ofPhilofophie there,was forthwith plentiful-

ly rewarded with- great- ftore of prefents by the Rhodians,

and fet againein vcr)' good furniture. And becaufe he deter-

mined to abide among them, he laid vnto his friends that re-

turned homctliat he could not tell howto doebetter , than

to bettow fuch things vpon their children , as miglit purchafe

them poflefsions that might be faued with their perfbns, if

they efcaped lhipwracke,Meaning,to gather therevpon^hat
Which are the true riches ofthis life -> are thofe which neither the con-

ches

U
U'arie blafh offoitune,nor the changeofeitate,nor wanes can

appaire.Alfo Socrates being asked by Gergin;what opinion he

had ofthe great-king,(that was a title which they gaue tothe

king of P erfia)and vvh eth er h e thought him not to be veiy

happie : anfwered, I know nothow he is promded'6fknow*

ledge and vertue
$
meaning, that the true felicitre confifteth.

inthofetwothings,andnotiutheflightfull goods of fortune.

Hereby ye may vnderftand:,that that prince is right happie,

which hath hismind wellinftrucled and well giuen to al ver-

tue. For of knowledge and vertue, fpring fobrietie and wif-

dome j and wifdome findeth the way to gouerne well his

kingdome,ofwhich gouernment enfueth both pleafure and

proht,as lhali eafily appeare hereafter.

.

Ofprofit* And firft of all J will fpeake of Profit as of the lelTer ;#

and afterward I will come to Pleafure. Many doe deeme this

profit to conhfl in th e enlarging ofa mans lordfhip or domini-

on,byfeazmgvpon the next cities , or by laying an impoft by
rhe prince vpon all forts ofimpofles. But the things that are

gotten by euill means cannot be called Profit . As touching

the incroching vpon neigh.bours.at is not eafily to be done , if

they be ofany power $ and oftentimes the fauce cofteth more>

than the meat is worth . And to take more thaii ordinane of
the fubiecl:s

3ormore than the agreement made by oathbe-
tweene him and his people wilibeare, cannnt be dc^iewith

honor, Bcfides that the irj^yerj4l;ing of J ~>fuUec^j3th,e

impor crifhing;
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impouerifhing of himfelfe, becaufe his treafureis in their

goods
;
yea, and in the end, for all his exacting, hefindeth

himfelfe no more cafed , than thofe that content themfelues

with the meane . Nero, Domitian, Caligula, and other wicked

Emperors, found not themfelues any whit the richer for all

the charges that they laid vpon their people , neither gained

they any thing by it but infamie , with lofle both of life and

Empire. Onthecontrariepart, Traian, iAnt*ninc
y and other

good emperors, liued in honor and loue oftheir fubie&s , left

behind them immortall praife, and got more reputation than

thofe monltersofmankind. Thofe good princes loued their

people, and kept themfelues well from incroching vpon their

neighbours 3 and yet they could well skill how to chaftife

them,when they durft enterpnfe any warre againft them.Al-

beit that ~4nguftws was the happielt prince of all the world

;

yet would he not make any warre, or put his fortune in trial!

all his life longJFor after he had once obtained to fit in peace,

he bdiednot his head about the getting ofone foot ofland

more,mocking at great KAlexinder,whom it greeuedto confi-

derwhat heflioulddoe, when he had conquered thewhole
world

5 a nj d fay , there were not as much paine or

more in the wel ! keeping ofthings,as is in the getting ofthem.

King Tirrhus got inough, but he loft asfaftas got 5 and his

couetoufnefie was not fo ftrong and gaping after the things

that he hoped for , as he was forgetfull to fet fure guard

vpon that which he had gotten.Tn rclpecl: \\\\txeo{,^nttgonns

likened him to a plaier at dice, whom the dice fauored verie

much, but he could no skill to make his hand of his good
chaunce.

The good husbandric that sAuguftus and othergood cm-'

pcrors vledj'.vas to entertaine men of

w

?arre, to pay them well

their wages,to make them obferue the law ofarms, to doe iu-

ftice to the people ,to eafe them oftheir fubfidies& impofiti-

ons,and to beautifie the citie ofRome with temples& goodly

buildings .The wife king ofFrance did the like,amogwhom
by the common voice of the people , Le^is the eleuenth did

E bears



The (Jurie of Magiftrats.

beare away the bel,as whoby the common confent ofa! men
was called,The father ofthepeople.Thegreatwarres which

he hadin Italy for his duchic ofMillan, could not make him

to ouercharge his people 3 he demaunded not any fubfidies of

them,toinrich perticularperfons ; he encreaced not his talla-

ges for all the warres he had 3 to be lhort,he efteemed notary

nches,or any conquefl: to begreater,than to win the good will

ofhis fubie<fts,and to fee them rich : whereby he left a woon-

derfiill treafure to hisfucceflbr,wherwith he could wel helpe

him r
elfeinhisaffairs.Thus ye fee wherein confifteth a prin-

ces profit,namely,in keeping and defending well his lands and

fubietts,and fometime in enlarging his bounds, when hee is

driueato enter into armes for his owne defence . Wherein if

there beprofit,furely there is alfo noleiTe pleafure . For the

commendation that is gotten by well gouerning, doth woon-
derfully content anoble-mindcd prince -

r whereof I am now
to fpeake,as ofthe thingthat moll rauifheth our minds, and

draweth vs moft vnto it. I wil notfpeake here after the maner
oftheStoiks,who hauing no regard to our maner of fpeech,

vphold by many goodreafons,tharthe thing which is good, is

faire -

y
and that thething which iseuill,isfoule; and that there

is notany other good,or any other pleafure,thanvertue,which

ofit feife alone iufficeth to the making ofa happie life,as cice~

ro hath proued in his Paradoxes . But I will fpeake afterthe

maner ofthe Academiks > who vnto the goods of the mind
haue added the goods of the body and of fbrtune^as helpes

to lead a happie life.

But all the difficultie is to find this pleafure . For the coue*
tous man deemeth it a great pleafure,to be fhut vp alone in a
chamber with a great heape ofmonie. The ambitious eftee-

meth it a great pleafure, to haue a great traine ofmen follow-

ing him. Another thinks it a pleafure to fit at banquets, laugh-
ing ince(Tantly,and makinggood cheare. To be fliort, euery
man meafureth this plealure after his owne fancie, howbeit
that thatwhich is pleafure to fome, is difpleafure to other
fome.

And
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1

And that is, becaufe this pieafure proceedeth not from the

fountaineof vcrtuc, but from the well of voluptuoufnetfe,

which ingendreth deceitfull luftsin vs , after the manner of

fuch as haue the hungry difeafe,and the confumption , who
arealwaies hungry by reafon of a certaine fharpe and biting

humour,which caufeth hunger , and an vnordinate appetite.

And like as fome womcn,whcn they be with child, delight to

cat naughtie meats,euen fo the difeafed mind,by reafon ofthe

voluptuous humour that is therin,feeketh the things that are

noifome to it, and whereof they be foone wearie . Infomuch

that whofoeuer looketh needy into the matter, fliallfind

that the things which arc commonly elteemed for pieafure,

doe oftentimes tunic to djfpleafure. This caufed Tlate to fay,

that we mult behold pleafure,not at hir commiqg towards vs, pieafure is to

but at hir going away h orn vs.For when we looke vpon hir at be confidered

hir firftcomming in fight, nothing is fobeautifull jbutathir b>' hir going

going away, fiiec is as foule and loathfome to behold as is
awa^'

pofsible.

And as Farta, Mefu faid vnto the emperor Heliogahdm^

Naturally vice delighteth thebody whenitisin committingj

but by and by after enfueth repentance in the necke ofit. But
as for vertue , befides that it difpleafeth not the bodie, it lea-

ucthalwaiesagood tad and contentment behind it, which
endureth perpetually . And how much foeuer a prince

would plunge lumfelfe in all manner of worldly pieafure,

he could not haue the aduantagc thereof, fo much as a

fubiett of his that were of fome meane wealth. Fof fuch a

one may haue as greatpleafure as a king, in eating and dnn-
king,in apparell and lodging for hisowne perfon, in hunting at

hispleafure,inmuficke,and in all otherdelights.

Againe,becaufe a prince hath greater conceits than a com-
mon perfon, hee taketh no great pieafure in fuch thinges,

but ferueth his turne with them as we doe with fleepe, to re-

frelhand recreat his fpirits , that haue bene ouerftrained in

matters offtate^andfbr that caufe hee laugheth, hee plaieth,

he daunceth . But if he fhould bee demaunded wherein

E i) he
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he taketh moft pleafurc -

y
I belecue he would anfwer with^

/^rfWer
5T hat he could not find a finer fong or a pleafanter

muficke,thanto heare the finging of his owne praifes ; nor

hauc a more goodly exercife or a more delightfull paftime,

than to gouerne his kingdome well : and as Tintake fayth in

liistreatifeintitled,Whetheranold foreworne man ought to

deale in matters of a common-weale : let vsgraunt to Xeno-

fhon that there is not a fweeter thing , than to heare a mans

owne praifes.

The pleafure
Butin my iudgement,there is no prefent fight,no memorie

that commcth ofthings paftjno delightfull conceit , that yeeldeth fo great

of the behol pleafure,as the contemplation of the things that are done in a

thif^tliac
puDlick-weale,asitianopenfpec~t.acle. Thepleafure then of

aiTfoncln a euery gentlemanly heart,and efpeciallyof a prince,tedeth to

•Common- honor,to glory,to reputation,that his name may be lpread a-r

weale. broad with renowneouer all the earth,andthathe may be e-

A good name fteemed wife and vertuous.And to lliewtliatthe pleafureofa

is a fweet fent good renownepalTeth all other things,Salomon faith , That a
©r fauor. goodname excelleth all the precious ointments in the world.

And in other places,the holy fcriptures termeth a good name

a fweet fent or fauor $ as who would fay,there were not a fwe-

ter orpleafanter thing inthe world than that.

As touching the report to be a good warrior, it cannot bee

common to all,becaufe it dependeth vpon fortune,and is got-

ten oft times by doing wrong.But as for the renowne of being

vertuous,the more certaine and rare it is,the more alfo is it to

be foughY.Eueryman cannot haue the good fortune of Syll*

and of^/#gw/?w,noi:be a conqueror as vj^sAlexander} but eue-

ry man may be vertuous,that will take paine to attaine vnto it,

The wife fay- FetdmandVim ofNaples,was woont'to fay,Thatto be a king,

jng of king is a thing that moft commonly dependeth vpon Fortune^ but
Tt*A;nand.

to befucha king as may be reported in all refpe&s to bee

the welfare and felieitie ofhis people, that dependeth alonly

vpon himfelfe,and vpon his owne vertue. Tintarch faith) that

LhcuIIh* did more efteemc& defire the praifes that proceded

cfgoodnefl^iufticejandclemeciepthantheprMfesthatfprang

ancL
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and proceeded ofhault and great deeds ofchiualrie,'becaufe

that in thefe,his armie had one part, and fortune had another

part,as well as he 5 but the other were peculiar to himfelfe a-

lone.

Againe,inthem hereceiued the fruit he had defcrued, fo

winning the hearts of his enemies by his behauior,thatmany

of them did willingly put themfelues and all their goods into

his hands. We fee how Alexander was curious in procuring
AJ1 p rince$

himfelfe that report ; and that all princes both good and bad are tealouj of

without exception, couet the reputation ofgood and vertu* their honor-

ous men j but the euill princes cannot obtaineit,becaufe they

be not the fame that they would be taken to be , -whereas the

meane toatteine to perfect praife, is (as Socrates faith) to be

fuch a one in deed, as a man would be efteemed to be . And
^nttslhents faith , there is but one way to attaine toimmor-

tall ftme,and that is to hue. vprightjy and religioufly.For how
faireai-icqibeuer a man feiux\\ vpon the matter , irrthe end

difcouered> and nothing is fo hidden whlcbihall not be

laid open.And like as aPhifition is not the more efteemed for \

being a doctor in phificke, if hehaucnoskillinphificke,nor

an Aduocateforhisdoclonliipinthelaw, if he want know-

ledge,experience,and praftifeinthe law : eucn fo it is not to

be thougiit^hat a pi nice can be had in eftimation ifhe be not

agood man, and fuch a cue as endeuoreth to rule his people

well. Foi'ii a prince benot the fame that hewould.fccmc to ^cn mu^ ^
bejitisallone^asO^faidtoC^w^jhisfonne^asifonebe- fuch as they.

1112: no ^oodTilman.no^oodPhifition , no apod Mufltion, would fceme

nor skilfull in any other art or trade, will neuerthelefTe needs

feeme to be fuch a one . For befides the paine that he fhall

procure to himfelfe in practifing with his friends to giue him
commendation and renowne , and in prouiding the inftai-

ment>iit for euenc ofthefe Arts , he may perchance decciue 1

the world for a time 3 butin thcend when he commethto
the piwic ofhis skillJielhaibe laughed to skorne as an igno-

rant boafrer . Nere and Tihmws were counted vertuous prin-

ces in die beginningoftheirraigns :but in the end, they were-

E iij, talien
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taken for vnkindlv moFr(Ters
5
wickcd.,and vmvorthic to be had

in remembrance among men. Wherefore if a prince will

haue pleafure , it behoueth him to be vertuous ; for other-

wife lie willloofehispleafure,thatistofay,hls honor, wherof

hcisfozealous^nd which is preferred by Salotjon before all

the things in the world. There is {tore inough ofemll princes,

which haueintifledthemfelues Fathers ofthe people, good,

vertuous,and fuch other like , and which haue caufed thofc

ftiles oftheirs to be grauen in (tone and brafie , againft whom
theirpeople taking mltdifpleafnre , haue neuerthelelle defa-

ced thole titles oftheirs :but the memorie oftheir wicked dea-

lings haueabiddeningrauedin the hearts of their pofteritie.

On the contrarie part,fuch as were good men , haue not only

beene eiteemed,but alfo woifhipped as Gods,as ThefeHi
y
Her-

^ chUs and others.Infbmuch that Vlime faith/That the God of

men is a helper ofmen,and that to doe good vnto men, is the

way toattainetoendiefTeglorie, the whichway thegreateffc

perfonages ofRome walked j and that the name ofthe other

Gods came of the deferts ofmen . And afore him, Cicero in

A <Joer of
hisnrft booke of the nature ofGods faith, that becaufe much

good to o- good and much hurtcommcth ofman vnto man 3 and it is the

ibcrs,is cftee- propcrtie of God to doe good : therefore if a man doe vs

mcdasaGod. any good,or nd vsourof anygreat danger 5 becaufe in fo do-

ing he refembleth God , he is commonly (aid to haue beene

a God vnto him whom he hath {(/gratified : and he conclu-

deth, that the very beaits were canonifed for the pleafures

that they had done vnto men 5 as for example , the /Egypti-

ans worshipped the Storke,anddiuers other birds and beads.

And luuenjl efteemeth a benefactor as a God, faying j If

fbme God,or fomelike vnto God , orfome man better than

the Gods,mould giue thee a thing. Likcwife the Shepheard

in the Egloguesot rirgil, maketh *A*gujiM a God , becaufe

he gaue him leaue to feed Ins cattell where he would. In the

lame refpec"t,the path which the Scithians madeby the wind

and thefword,was as great among them,as if they had fworne

by God -

y
becaufe the wind gmeth breath to hue by }

and the

fwoid
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fword cutteth off life. And to fhew that nothing pleafeth a

gentlemanly heart lb much as praifc.Let vs confider what
Themi^ochs did to attame therunto. Aforetime he had bin vi-

cious,and had no care either of vertue or of feats of arms.But

when once he had heard the praife that was giuento>//7r/4«

dts for the battell ofMarathon ; heneuer ceafed after vntill

he became the chiefe of all Athens . And one day , when
his companions asked him, What had fo altered him , and

what had made him fo vigilant } he anfwered, That the En-

fignes ofMiltUdes vi6torie,fuffered himnot to fleepe or take

relr. Afterward being himfelfe at the gamings of olimpHs
t

when all the (landers by did cad their looks vpon him, with*

outregarding tobehold the companions,and pointed him out
with their fingers vnto ftrangers ; he was lb glad ofit, that he
confeiTed to his friends , that at that time he receiued the

feuitof all the great trauels which hee had endured for

Greece./**//** Ca>far wept at the image ofAlexander , finding

Fault with himfelfe that he had notdoneany thing worthie of

memone, being come to the age wherin A:lxunder had con-

quered the whole world . And w/4 Uxtnder deemed ^Achilles

right happieanthax hchadfucha Poet as /j «wr toregifter

W'jj11
!

' ?:ntirai
v^/\,utlf.5bf)'jri6il bnc $'m>. -

'".

Thus youfec how the pleafure ofprinces confiftcth whol- The pUaf

ly in honor and reputation
; thewliich cannot be acquired, ^^"^

whether it be in ciuil matters, or in matters ofwarre , but on- honor,

lyby vertue. Which thing Marcellw intending to make
knowne to pofterities, builded in Rome a temple to ijonoui*

hardby the temple ofVerm e ; aridhe made it in fuch fort,as

men could ncft: come into it, but through the temple of J£er-

tue
5
doingmen to vnderftand,that honour and reputation can*

not be acquired, but by vertue.

Therefore we mull: conclude that, a prince can haue,

no (bund and fublhntinll pleamie, if he be. not vertuous

,

And ( as faith Vhiio the lew m his Allegories ) Para-

difeis ( by a figure ) called Vertue , and the place proper

toParadife^ called Eden
}
which fignineth pleafure, For

E hi) ioy
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ioy and peace, being the things whereinthe truepleafrttc coj£»

fifteth,agree very well vnto vertue.

CHAP. IxA

of Fertue.

Et vs fpeakenow ofVertue,as ofthe thing

* that is moil: fit and befeeming for a prince,

and wherin he becommeth rnofl like vn-.

to God.Forasforthofe foolifh emperors,

which to refemble Jupiter, made them-
felues to be painted with thunder& light-

ning uitheir hands : they were not efteemedfor all that , but

rather mocked of the world , andmade abhominable vnta

God.
For as faith Plutarch in his booke of the Education of

princes , Godis angrie with thofe that imitate and counter-

fait him,in following his lightenings and thunders 5 but he lo-*

ueth wellfuch as confbrmethemfelues to his likenelTe in hu-

manitie and honeft dealing,by imitating hisVertue.Andfuch

are his ele&,to whom he imparteth ofhis vprightnelTe, ofhis

iuftice, of his truth , and of his meeknefle , than the which

there is not any thing more diiune. For God is not fo much
happie for his immortalitie , as for that he is the prince of all

Vertue. :: L
1

»l
tnniipih^

vArifhtlr'm his Morals 'faith , That Vertue is an habit of

the mind,wherby a man becommeth good, anddoth his du-

A definition tie the contrarie whereunto is vice.So that to efchew vice, is
1

of vertue. to be vertuous -

7
or els we may fay, that Vertue is an habit or

hauing ofthe thins; that is beieemmg andof dutie to be done.

Cicero ftith in his 'I'ttfculanequeftionSy'BjMt Vertue is a cer-

taine conftant affectionor difpofition ofrWid,which maketh
the pofleilors thereofto be praifed, fromwhence proceed all

honeft deeds^and determinations.And in his booke of lawes,

he
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hee faith , That Vertue is the very perfection of nature.

With him alfo accordeth S. ^imhofe, in his third chap-

ter concerning faith, following a principle of the Pitha^ori-

ans,who hold opinion that al things are perfect by'the vertue

oftheir owne nature : as for example, the vertue of a horfe is

thatwhich fctteth him in his perfection $ the vertue of eyes,

is the good fight ofthem 5 the vertue or perfection ofthe na-

ture offeet,is to gowell and lightly . There are three things

whereby vertue is perfected,Skill,Power,and Will. Skill fer-

ueth for contestation and iudgemcnt,out of thewhichfpnng-

ethdifcretion 5 Power is a ftrength whereby we ftand raft in

ourpurpofe ofwell-doing.And Will is as itwere
}
thehand of

the foule,whereby we take in hand the thing that we intend

to doe.

Some diuide vertue into two parts,that is to wit, Contem- A diuifion of

platiue,and Morally we cal that vertue Confemplarine,which Vertue.

confifteth in well vnderftanding,and well confidcririg, that is

to (ay,in the inward minding and rea(bning,whercout fpring-

eth difcrecionand wifedome.And we call thofe venues mo-
ral l,w!iidi belong to manners , and not alonely to vnderftan-

ding.As for examplc,when we fpeake of the manners of (ome

man,wefiynotthathciswife, butthathe is raeeld, liberal!,

and kind-hearted.

For Wifedomeis a certaine hauiorofvertue,which conh"-

fteth in the wit and vnderuanding -

y
but Temperance belong-

eth to a mans actions and manners,and in refpect thereofwee
texme it Mora 11."Pi//* the Iew faith in his Allegories

}
that ver-

tue is Contemplatiue,and Actiuc • becaufe it vfeth contem-

plation by the difcourfeofrcafon,and therewithall hath acti-

ons allb.ForVertuc is the Art ofour whole life,containing all vercuels the

actions. Aicofaiom-

Thatisthecaufe why Mcfes fayth, that the Tree of life whole life,

•which betokeneth the generall Vertue,which we cal Good-
^lcflejis faire to fee too

5
whereby is flgnified, the Contempla-

tion s and that the fruit thereofisgood to eat, whereby is be-

tokened the vfe^fcdactioa

Others
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Others make foure principal vermes, the which they terme

Cardinall,vnderwhich,ali othervermes are comprehended:

namely,VVifedome,which teacheth what is to be done j Har-

dine(Te\orValeantnelTe,which teacheth what h to be indu-

red
;
Temperance,which teacheth what is to be chofen ; and

Iuftice , which teacheth what is tobeeyceldedvnto euery

man. Otherfome do lodge wifdome in the vnderftanding and

the wit 5
Iuftice,in the will • Hardinesin that part ofthe mind

which conceiueth anger
5
andTemperance,in the luft of the

fenfitiue appetite.And for the better vnderftanding hereof, yc
Two forts ofmuft cofidcr chat we haue two forts ofappetits,the one,oftke
Appetites., rnin^tlie other ofthe fence. The mindly appetite followeth

the conceit ofthe vnderftanding 5 the fenfitiue followeth the

conceit ofthe fence. This fenfitiue is diuided againeinfo two,

that is to fay,Luftfull,and Ireful! *We call that the Luftfull,

whereby we fhunthe things that mtftike vs, and follow the

things that are delegable. Andby thelrefullwe aflayle the

things thatmay difappoint vs ofthe forefayd good,and of the

forelaid pleafure.As for example, a lion by his luftfull appetit,

jcunneth after his prey, as a thing plcafauntvnto him $ and by

hislrefullappetit,he alTaileth (uchas go about to difappoint

him thereof . So that the luftfull appetit tendeth to reft and

pleafure 5 and the yrefull tendeth to a harder point,namely,to

refill euili,and whatfoeuer elfe annoieth vs. There are others

which diuide all vertues into three. ForVertue doth either

direct reafon anght,andis altogithergrounded therupon, and

.that we call VVifedomc:orelfeit is the effecler and bringer

to palTe ofgood reafon,and is grounded in willingnefle,to doe
that which is wifelyfet downe in conceit , and that is it which

we cal Iuftice :or elfe it maintaineth the good vpon goodrea-
fon,nnd that is the vertue which we afTirme to confift in the

fenfitiue appe tit.And outof this vertue proceed Hardinefle>

Of the rtafo* and Temperance,two cardinall & principal vermes; & more-

"nd Luftful

"
'
Quer^MaSnamram^Llberali^e

5 Magnificence, Soothfaftnes,

J^rts of the
Mildnes,Meeknes,& Affabilitie.PA,//o the lew doth likewife

foale, diuide Vertue into three parts,according to the three parts of

our
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ourfoulc

5
namely,Rcafonable>Ircfull,andLuftfulL Thefirft

Vertue is thatwhich fheweth it feife in the chicfe part of the

foule,that is to fay, in the reafonable part, which Vertue we
call wifdome.The fecond is,the force or ftrength that lodgetli

in the fecond part of the foule , namely in the Irefiill . The
third is Temperance or Staiednefle, which is imployed about

the Luftfull power. And when thefe three are of one accord,

then doth luftice orRio-htfulncflefhewit felfe. Forwhen the

Irefull and the Luftfull obay the commaundement of the

Reafonable "5 then doth RightfulneiTe vtter the fruit ofthat

accord& harmonic^r//?*/*/? faith,that Vertue is a meane,3c

as a white in the middeft ofa butte, wherat all men ought to

leuel, and whofoeuer fwarueth neuer fo little from it one way
or other, mifleth his mark. And as it is far more hard to hit the Vc rtuc hath

white,than to goe roundabout it,fo is it more hard tobe ver-
J

5 *1 bounds:

tuous,thanto bevitious. Vice is InfiniBand therfore hath not
fa**

lCQl
* m<

any meane.Contrariwife,Vertue hath hir bounds >which can-

not be pafledjbutinto vice.Let vs for example take Hardines,

which is a mcane betweene Fearfulnefie <5c Ouer-boldnefle,

ofwhich two this latter is the excciTc of boldneffc,in offering

a mans felfe to danger,and the other is the default or want of

boldncfle in the fame cafe, when BoldneiTe is requifit or ex-

pedient. And therfore he that through ouer-grcat Boldneflc

thruftcth himfelfe into dangers vnaduifedly,indrumethinto

them like a wild Boarc, cannot be deemed hardie or valiant,

but rather ram ; and he that through Fearfulnefledareth not

(hew his head before his enemie,is accounted a Coward.The
mcalurable raeaneingiuing &taking,is called Liberalitiesthe

excefTe wherofin taking is Couetoufncfle, and the excefle iu

giuing is Prodigahtie,& the meane between them cannotbe
in the vice. For too much or too little cannot make vice to be

Vertue. As for example, a theefc or a murtherer faile not to

fin,for dealing or murthering too much or too little.Whofoe-
uer is a thecfe, a murderer, or an adulterer , in what fort

focuent be , he doth alwaies fin 5 and becaufe a manmay fin

many waies
;
itis caller to fin than to doe well.

Lex
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Let vs ad that which Tbilo fayth in his Allegories,that the

thing which is good,is rare,and the things which are euill, be
rife ; info much that for one wife man,youlhall find an infinit

multitude offooles.Furth ermore,to attain vnto Vertue, there

needeth but reafon : but to the compafsing ofvice,men applie

niind,fence,and body : and wefee that the way of vice is the

Wl the
larger and eafier. And in that refp ec~t,doth Heftodm fay, that

otVeitueiT^ thefirll enterance into the way whereby men afcend vnto

not fo Urge as vertue,is roughjcomberfon^and fteepe, but veryfmooth and
the way of eaficwhen a man hath ouerpaft the little crabbedneiTe that
Vlce

* was at the flrft entrie of the way . But the hardnefTe thereof

mudnot difcourage a man $ for it is agenerall rule,that (as the

Greeke Prouerbefayth)The attainment ofall goodly things

is painfull ;
becaufe(as Epicharmw fayth) God felleth his be-

b-n^Es
l Ue^tS Vnt° VS Pa"1S ailC

^
trau€^accorc*inD t0 frft CUr ê

vnro men for tnat God gaue vnto man,namely,that he fliould eat his bread

traueli, in thelwcat ofhis browes.

And ixsSynefw faithJt is peculiar to the Godhead to com-*

pafTe any great matter without pains-taking. But among.men,

notonly thevertues,butalfo euery other excellent thing, is

gotten with the fweatofthe body.Truth it is, that in all great

things nature hath purpofed a certaine difficultie,fo as the par-,

tie that will hue happily,muft needs takepains.For as Sophocles

fayth. a man cannot haue the thing that isgreat and excellent,

without paine$ for without that, the noble captains had ne-

uer obtained the fame which is difpeifed of them through

the whole world.To attaine vnto that,. Bannihal forwent an

eye,lay oft vpon the hard ground,watched infinit times when,

others flept,and endured hunger and third with great cheere-

fyAncSs.Pyrrhm^UxAnderJLuiim Coefar, Epaminondat, Themi-

j}ocles
3
is?lak<ides

y and all the noble captains that euet were,

haue done the like.

A Poet maketh not a good verfe, nor an Orator a good o-

ration,withoutpaine.And feeing it is fo, that God hath made
a] i goodly things rarc,we fhculd not fpare ourpains to acquire

die thing which ofall others is moft beautifull.Surely a prince

OUsht;
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1

ouo-htmod fpecially to doe it 5 aflurin g himfclfc that it is the

thing wherein hemoftrefembleth God. For as touching a

princes ftrength and power, it is nothing in comparifon of the

power offire,or ofthe fea,or of a ftreame ,
againft the which

nothingis able to ftand.And although he haue all our hues in Men cfteema

his hand
;
yet doe we not efteeme him fo much for that,asfor £™ P™c«

^

his righteoufnes and goodnes, after the maner of themenof g"*^^ 1

old ume,which called God firft,moft Gratious,and fecondly

moft High and moil mightie. For Gods gratious goodnefle is

the caufe that men loue him , honor him , and worlhip him

:

and his power is the caufe that men fearehim ; and fo they

made vertuc togoe alwaies before might and power. And
this word,Good,wasm fo great eftimauo with out Lord le-

fus Chriftjthat he would not haue fo glorious a title vfurped

of m,~n affirming that therewas none good but the one only

God.
TintArch faith in the life ofadriftides , that God furmoun-

teth all other things,chiefly in three points, that is to wit, im-

mortaliue,mightineiTe,and goodnefle : ofwhich three,good-

nefle orvertue,isthe moft honorable,and moft peculiar to the

Godhead. Forincorruption and immortalitie ( at leaft wife

according to the opinion of the auntient Philofophers ) is

as well in the elements,and in the waft Chaos,as in God j and

as formight or power, there is verymuch and great in the

winds, in thunder and lightnings , in dreams, and in water-

ftouds.But as for iuftice,vprightnefle,and ecjuitie, nothing can

be partaker ofthem,but that which is diuine,by means ofrea-

fon and vnderftanding. And therefore that men deemcthe
Gods to be happie , it is in refpeft of their goodnefle $ that

they feare them.it is becaufe ofthwr almightmefle 5 and that

they loue, worfliip, and reuerence them , it is for their iuftice

fake. And ifwe will beleeue xAnfletU'm the firft booke of

his Alorals, welhall fay,that what kingfoeuer will become
worthieof immortalitie , muft inure himfelfe,as much as is

pofsible, vnto vertue, becaufe it is his charge tomake his fub-

icftshone!! and obedienr vnto lawes.

For,
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A Goucrnor For like as to him that will heale an eye, it is behoorull

skiffiVna

C
^iat ^e ^now r^c nature t>otn °f the eye and ofthe whole

things bclon- b°&Y y & ne tnat goueme aright mull know what belon-

ging°to the geth to the mind . For the skill ofgouernmentis a thing of
mind or more worthinefle than the art ofhealing mens bodies. For as

much therefore as Phifitions and Surgions.take fo great pains

to know the conftitution ofthe body : furely he that will be

cunning and well skilled in gouerning ofpople , ought to take

paine to get knowledge ofthe foule, that is to fay , ofvertue,

which fpnngeth from the foule -

y
and hath this propertie, that

rKlef
C °* Pem

tne knowing thereof maketha man in loue with it, fo that

therewithall he findeth therein right goodly actions , and is

A qood prince delirous to become like vnto thofe that doe them.For as tou-

is ddirous to ching the goods offortune,we
t
hauc ofthem a poflefsion j and

reicmblciuch
a£ toucliing vertue , we haue thereof an inworking oration.

vertuous

dCnC
By means whereof , we be glad to haue thofe goods of other

deeds. men : but yet therwithall we would alfo that other menfhuld

haue them ofvs. For vertue is offuch force,that it quickenet'i

vp the man that confidereth it, to be delirous to put it in exe-

cution by and by , and engendreth in his heart a certaine lon-

ging to vtter it by his deeds
;
framing and tafhioning the ma-

ners ofhim that beholdeth it,uot by way of imitation, but by

the only vnderftanding of the vertuous deed , which out of

hand bringeth him a deteiminatepurpofetodoe the like.And
as Ctcero faithin his booke ofFriendfhip, Nothing is fo auail-

able as vertue, ne drawethmenmore to be in loue therewith

:

infomuch that we loue thofe whom weneuerfvw, vpon an

qpinon which we conceiue oftheirgoodneffe and vertue. For
viutzrch in the true loue of vertue (that is to fay the affection toimitate

%"
it) is not imprinted in mens hearts, without a lingular good

willand reuerence towards theperfon that giueth the impref-

fion thereof. Infomuch that euen enemies doe praife their e-

nemies that haue vertuc,and euen robbers and outlaws haue

it in admiration.Wh ereofwe haue a notable example mStU
/«,whobeingallaloneinhishoufeinthe countrie, was befet

with a great number ofrobbers , and when he prepared him-

felfe
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felfe to refill them,they threw down their weapons,and prai-

ed him to open them the gate,faying they were come ofpui-

pofe to obtaine the fauor to fee fo vertuous a noble man as he

vvas.Thethingthat procurethloue, ( faith Cicero in his booke

intituled idm) is the confiderationofthe goodneffe and li-

berahue of him to whome a man reforteth $ fothatvertue

caufeth him to be beloued andefteemed. Andas the fame .

Cicero faith in his booke of Duties , We highly commend cou

'

ntof
and make great reckoning ofthofewhom we take to be ver- thofewhom

tuous, and we defpife thofe that haue neither power nor ver- they take to

die.And in his Tufculane qucilions he faith,Thatthere is not hs Yertuov^

anything comparable to vertue, and that vcrtue difpifing all

things,regardeth not the chaunces of the world , but is fuffi-

cicntofhirfelfe to lead a good and happie life , without the

aid ofany ot 1 1 cr thing.Furth ermore,praife and honor doth ne-

ceiTanly follow vertue , as a mans fhadow followeth him by

the light of the fun or of a candle, and for that caufe Mareel-

Im made his teple of Honorinfuch wife,as no man could en-

ter into it but by the dore ofthe temple of Vertue, asl haue

declared afore.OurLord Iefus likeneth the kingdome ofhea-

uen, vntoone that fold all that he had to buy a goodly pearle

withall 5 as who would fay, A man would not lticke to fpend

his mony& his goods to purchafe a thing that is beautiful and

rare,and wherein there is greatgame. Therefore he that will

purchafe vertue,thefaireft and greatcft thingofpiice that can

be 'as whereby we mount vp to heauen) ought not to fparc

any thing . sAnttfihenes faid, That Vertue is a good and fure a wife man
wal,& a kind ofarmor that cannot be takenaway:be aman ne- being acmc<i

uer fo valiant,he may haue his fword taken from him, and he WJt
'

n v
*j^; r

may be difarmed • but a wife man being armed with ver- J^K^*
-4

tue, cannot bedilarmed or oucrcome . Alfo heaffirmeth,

tha t the wife man liucth not by law
,
butby the rule<jf ver-

tue. As who fhculd fay, no good man ought fo much to re-

fpecl thecommaundement of the law, as the direction of

rcafon,which wil haue vs to follow the thing that is good and

honeft,and to efchew whatfoeuer is mamefull and vnhoneft.

The.
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The which reafon caufed th e cmperour rhtodofm to fay, that

it moft highly befeemed the maieftie of a kwg,to bind him*

fclfc to law 5 and that the authoritie pfthe empire depended

vpon lawes,vnto the which he alfo fiibmitted himfelfe. Con-

trariwife,HeliogabalM the peereleffe patterne of all wicked-

nefTe,faid it belonged to none but to himfelfe alone to ftablifh

lawes at his pieafure,without being bound to maintaine them
longer than he lifted.

One demaunded of *A'rifi
l

etle , what profit Philofophie

brought with it ? Very great(quoth he)for it teacheth me to

doe the things vncommaunded , which other folkes doe for

feare oflawes.The fame is it that makes a king conform him-

felfe to thelaw.For the princeteing the defender,maintainer

andvpholderofthelaw, cannot doe any thing againft law,

without doing wrong to the ftate, and withoutgiuing an euill

example to his people.And for as much as hee hath none a-

bouehimbutonclyGod , and therefore may tranlgreiTe the

law without punifhment,and withoutfeare ofman, hee ought

to haue the bridle of reafon and vertue before his eies, as well

tokeepe the lawes himfelfe,as.to make them to be kept ofhis

people.

And as it is a great lhame for afcholemafter,when his fcho-

lerknoweth more than he :fo is it a great difhonortoa prince,

when his fubiect is better than he . And therefore vertue is

The priuac
much more needful in a prince,than in apriuat perlon. Forthe

perfon is to do priuat perfon doth good offorce^yconttraintand rigor ofthc
well by ccn- lawes : but the prince can haue none other conftraints than
ftraint of laws,

Vertue,reli2;ion
3
and hopeofreward at Gods hand. According

but the prince . » o 3 r
. p

bythcdircdio whereunto, GhiU the Lacedemonian being asked, Wherein
of Vertue. vertuous men palTed other men ? In good hope (quoth hee c)

Whereby he meant,the reward that we looke for after this

Jife. And therefore I fay for a conclufion, that Vertue is the

lawandrule of princes,accordingwhereunto, they ought to

direct all their actions and doings , for the well gouerning of

their pcople,andthatthey may haue a happie reigne.

CHAR
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CHAP. X.

Of the Pafshnsofthtmind,

Or asmuch as I haue alredie fpoken ofver*

tue in general] ; it will notbe amiffe for the

vnderitanding ofthis difcourfe, to fpeake a

word or twaine by the way,concerning the

pafsions that are in the mind,(which Mer-

curic the great teimeth the tormentors of

man ;to the end that vertue may be th e better knowne by his

contraricJFor whereas Phificke difcufleth what is ficknefle, vluuetch'mxkt

and Muficke, what is adifcord ; that is but cafually and by ac- life of Dcme*

cident.for the better doing of the contrarie 5 thatis to wit, for mm
the preferring or rccouermg ofhealth,and for the making o£

good harmonie.Euen fo temperance,iufhce,and wifdome,bc-

ing the perfc&eft ofall vertucs,do giue vs knowledge not on-

ly ofthe tiling that isiuft,hone{t, and profitable : but alfo of

that which is vnhone(t,vniuft,and hurtful!. For it is a brutifll- ^Ignorance

n?flc not to know what is euill,andto be ignorant ofthe things "^jj
10 ^110*

that are moft principally requifit,in fuch as intend to liue vp-

rightly among good and honcft men. The pafsions therefore,

are Ignorance, againfl; which, Mercv.rie oppofeth the know-
ledge ofGod

;
Slothfulnci7e,againftthc which he oppofeth

Checrefulncil^exemptedfrom all voluptuous delectation
$

Inconftancie or vn(tedfaftnciTe,wherevnto he oppofethCon-
ltancie,oi Stedfaftne(Te5 VnrighteoufneiTe, whereagainfthe

fettcthRjghteoufncsj lncontinencie orvnchaftnelfe, againft

the which Lematcheth Continencie or chaftneffe 5 which is

the vertue that ouermantrcrh lu(ts,aiidis the fiift degree and
foundation ofallrightcoufnes^iottoufiieSjOr e>cccfle,againft

the which he oppofeth Spanngnefle
; Dcceitfulnede, which

he countermatchetli with Soothfaftnefie 5 and confequently

inuie^rawd^aflineile^&jvlulice. Fngd following the ma-

P ner
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ncr ofthe Stoiks,fetteth downe foure pafsions ofthe mind,fai-

eng thuSjHence proceed the reitreintsoftheir longings,difli-

kings,ioies,and feares,which are as the welfprings ofal the re -

fidue.For enuioufnefle, {lauuderoufne(Te^orrowfulnelTe3ruful-.

ne{Te,carke,and defpaire,comeofdiflikingor difcontentment.

Slothfulnefle3ba)nfulnefre,and amazednefleofmind,come of

fearefulncfTe :Iollitie,boafting,and skorning,come ofvnmea-

furedgladneffe orouer-ioifulnes. Wimh,rancor,fufpition,and

foch other,come oflonging or defiroufneffe . OtherCome di-

uide the pafsions of the mind into Loue and Hatred, Longing

and Loathing,Gladnes and Sadnes,Hopeancl Defpaire,Fear-

fulnefle and FoolehardineiTe, Cholenknefle and Coldnefle,

which coldneffe is a vice proceeding ofa fillie mind and fee-

ble courage,that is not touched with any thing,nor canbe pro-

uoked to anger, and is a counterfeiter of the vertue Meeld-
neffe, which doth fo well moderat the affection and palsion of

the mind,thatitkeepethamanfrom beingangrie out ofmea-

The onehalfe fure. All thefe pafsions haue their being inthe fenfitiuc appe-

ofchePafsi- tite . the which I diuideinto Luftfull , and into Irefull or

LuilfullT^?
WrathfllU * Six ofthe Pafsions, namely Loue and Hatred,

tit and th!fo- longing andLoathing,Gladne{le and Sadneffe>do followthe

ther the Ireful LulffuUappetite.Theotherfix3thatisto fay Hope and De-
{paire,Fearfidne(Te and FoolehardinefTe, Cholerikenefle and

This going Coldnefle,doe follow the Irefull part. I place Loue foremoft,

**o° mirT'af'-
t>ecau ê tne hating of one tiling prefuppofeth the loue ofano-

icrJTncnin ther : as for example,a man would neuer hate,vice, vnlelle he

rcffe&oftime loned vertue.

and place, but LikcwifeLonging,whichis an appendant ofLoue,gocth be-

fon° and dig- "
ôre^°atning>wnicn enfueth Hatred. AlfoHope goes before

nitic. Defpaire/orifwe haue a mind to anygood thing, it is a grea-

ter matter to obtaine it,than to go without it. TherforeHope
(which tendeth to the good) goeth before Defpaire which

letteth the goodgo.Again,ftare goeth beforefoole-hardines,

becaufe the goodgoeth alwaies before the euill,imd we fhun

the eiull to. obtaine the good. In like cafe is it with gladmfle,

which goeth alwaies b efore fadnefle > becaufe that fadneffe

tendeth
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tendeth to the ciiill.As touching choleriknefTe/omeptltit be-

fore coldnefTe, 6c Tome aftcr.They that put it after do follow

the generall rule, faying that thegood isalwaies formoft, be-

caule the euil prefuppofeth a good, as I haue faid afore.They

that put it afore, fay, that coldnefTe is not properly a pafsion,

but rather a default or want of pafsion : and therefore that in

the matter ofpafsion cholenkneile, anger, or wrath, ought to

goc before coldnefTe , which is a difpofition void of pafsion

and feeling of choller . Neuerthelefle it feemeth that this

want of pafsion , may be deemed a pafsion and ah euill thing

in man, for as much as through fuch vndifpofednefleof the

foule,a man is to (heepiih,that he cannot be angry when need

is. For where both the extreams be faultie, they cannot be

without pafsion,that is to fay , without euill affe&ion ofthe

nund.Now in order of pafsions,loue and hatred doe hold the

firftplace,as pafsions ofmoft firength,vponwhom all the reft

depend.Next vnto them do follow longing 6c loat!iing,as ap-

pendants to louc and hatred.For ofloue cometh longing,and

ofhating loathing , when as we be loath to fee the thing that

we hatc.Then enfue hope and difpaire^ 6c fo forth of therefl-

Nowit is to be feene after what fort a man is to rule himfelfe

in thefe pafsions , and by what means profit may be drawne

ofthem.Firft as touching loue 6c hatred,it feemeth that both jj^**
*?

n
^af-

theone 6c the other may be in the mind ofa prince, 6c gene- weu takcn arc

rally in all gentlemanly minds,without blame.Foriwe fay that no? euill.

loue isadeiireof the thing that is faire,goodly,or beautiful!.

Therfore hatred being the contrarie,mult needs be a lothing

ofthe thing that is foule andilfauoredjvlany haue[mifliked of^
loue as though it were a hinderer ofvertuous deeds.But they

that haue waded deepely into the matter, haue not refted

vpon that kind of loue , which is mgendred in our hearts by
the beholding ofafaire 6c beautifull countenance,or offome
excelletbcautie,but mounting vp higher 6c feeking to the ve-

ry wels head,they haue found, that all that is in thisword , is

concerned andingendred by k>ue,as vhta teacheth vs,hauing

perhaps drawne that dottrine out of the bible, as we may fee

F lj fey
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by Salomons fong ,which difcouereth Gods louc towards mer£

vndertheperfonsoftwolouers, the which long is learnedly

interpreted by or/^».Thisloueisnotalwaies a well liking of

the body 5 It is ofanother fort,liking wel ofnothing but of the

foule that is clad with lnnocencie^chaftitiejiighteoufiiefle^nd

tempcrace.S. Anftin in his xiiij.booke ofthe citie ofGod,faith

that the will which is rightly difpofed,is good loue,and ill di£»

pofed willis euil loue,Theloue then which isdefirousto haue

the thing that is beloued.is called longing
3
poflefsing and en-

ioiengitjit is called gladnefle. The fleeL.gorfliunning of the

contrarie vnto it,isfeare 5 and the feeling thereofwhen it is

corners called fadneiTe.And thereforethefe things be euill,if

the loue be euill,and good ifthe loue be good. In confiderati-

on whereof,we fay that loue rerpeeleth the good . By which

reafon,a prince ought to loue that which is moll: beautiful!,

that is tofay,God 5 the which thinghe fliall doby being reli-

A prince myft gious,and by being afraid to difpleafe hirruSecondly after the
louc the pub- example ofGod ourfouereigne monarke , he muft loue the
likc-weale, common-weale,as God loueth the world : yea, and by very

natural reafon,the publike cafe is tobepreferred afore thepri-

u it. And this enly way made the Romans,Athenians,and La-

cedemonians great^who feared notany danger, foit were for

the comon-wealc. Accordingly as we read thatCodru* king of

Athens,vowed his life for the (afetie of his countriesand like-

wife the Romane DeciuffesMcn^m fteed ofmourning for hir

deadfonne,reioiced when fhe heard he was flaine in the wars>

in defence of his countrie. Leonid** a king of the Lacedemo-

nians,holding it for certaintie thathimfelfe and all hisfouldi-

ers mould be flaine,becaufe they were not of fufficient num-
ber to wkhttand the power of the Perfians , fayd vnto his

men, Letvs dine my good fellowes, as thofe which fhall

this day gofuppewith them that are deceased. In fo much
that the prince that hath the loue of God and of the comon-
weale afore his eies, cannot failc but haue the venues wherof

I hope tolpeake hereafter . But if he neglett the common-
weale,and haue r?gaid butonely to bisowne peculiar profit *

theu
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then In deedof hauing fomc vermes , he fliall be repleniflied

with all vicc,fo as he mall doe nothing but pill his people,and

be catching of all things as well holie as vnholy . Wherby a

manmay know him that is a louer ofmen,from him that is not

fo 5 and a tyrant from a king.For a king aimeth wholly at the

common profit,and a tyrant at his owne peculiar profit.

Againc,the king in doing for thepubbke weale , doth for

himfelfc : forthat i s the thing that vpholdeth him . On the

contraricpart,the tyrant in doing all things for himfelfe,doth

by thatmeans ouerthrowhimfelfe. And euenias louc is very w^at h atre(j

rcquifitinaprince/ofaylalfbthathatred doth well befeeme bccommeaU

him . Imeane not the hating of any perticularperfon, orof a prince

all in generall, after the maner of Timon ofAthens, who na-

turally did hate all men,orof'Mifon , who neuer laughed but

when he was alone : for fuch kind of hatred is dangerous in a

piince,by rcafon ofhis ouergreatpower, which would be the

caufe of the dcftru&ion of infinit men. For fo (bone as he
commaundeth a thing, fofooncisitdone, as I will declare

hereafter when I fpeake ofanger.But I fpeake of the hatred

which is the countermarch to iouc. For ifthe louer loucthe

thing that is beautifull , the hater hateth the thing that is

ouglie.Vertue is the beautifulleft thing that we haue jther-

fore muft vice needs be the ougliefl^andfomuil: agood prince

needs hate both the vice and the vicious. Which thins Salo-

won perceiumg very well , faith in the twelfth chapter ofhis

Prouerbs,That a wife prince fcattereththe wicked, and ma-
keth the wheele to turne oqer them . And in the fame chap-

ter hefaith , That the king with his only lookc dnueth away
all euill.As ifhe would fay, that a king(who ought to bean
example of vcrtue)isa terror to the wicked . For as the fun

difperfeth the clowdes and mills 5 fo doth the countenanceof

a veruous king driue away all vice and allnaughtinefle . For

the wicked dare notcome neere him,for feare of punifhment.

Byfpeakingthusof ioue& hatred, wefee what a king ought

todelirc,ind what he ought to efchew : wherwith he ought

to be pleafcd.and wherwith heought to be difpleafed :name-

F iij Ijr



7° The dutie of Magi'ftrats*

ly that he ought todefire the good, as the end whertohe

tei*deth,and toabhorre the euill,afterthe example ofS.P*«/,

who in his EpifHe to the Philippians, defireth to be let loofc

and tobe with Chrift. And David in the Pfalme 1 1 8 , My
ibulelongethforthyiudgenients.Likewirea prince ought to

reioice and take pleafurem the welfare of his fubiecls, and to

nldad" ^e ôr*e waen fb^Y îre amitte . For it is permitted vnto him
tobsmerryjfoinbe inthingsvertuous, accordingly as we be
commaunded to reioice in the Lord , and to beibry for the

mifery and aduerflrieofour neighbours . Reioyce ye righte-

ous ( faith DauU^) yea leape ye for ioy. And againe,Ye haue

mademy heartmerry.And in the ninth Pfalme, I willcon-

feiTe thee and praife theeO Lord, andmy heart lliall reioyce

in thee. But thebeaftly and voluptuous mirth is reproued,

fuch as_belongeth ( as Dmid faith ) to the horfe and mule,

which haue no vnderftanding
,
butgiue themfelues ouertor

their owne fenfuall lull . As for forrow or fadneiTe,it ought to

be farre from vs,becaufe that ( as Salomon faith ) A forrowfuli

heart drieth vp a mans bones
3
except it be 10 that we forrow

for our mifdeed^aceordingto this faying in S.-^Tathe'w , Ble£»

fed are they that weepe and mourne : his meaning is, for their

finnes. For a& faith S.'P4^/tothe Corinthians, The godlie

forrow ingendreth repentance vntofaluation, whereofa man
(hall neuer repent him . But the worldly forrow ingendreth

death.And in his Epiftle to Ttmotkie, he findeth fault with

fiich as are affe&ionleile . And in the threefcoreand eight

Pfalme, Hooked (quoth Damd) if. there were any that

would be fad with me,but there was none . For as Cicero faith

in his Tufculanes, It is an vnnaturall and vnkindly thing,,

for a man to abide in fuch vriagreeuedneiTe . Socrates made
\s/lal?i<ides to weepe , for that he (hewed him by liuelyrea-'

fpnSjthat he was oflelTe cftimation than a torch-bearer , ifhe
had not vertue : and that forrowmg was behoofful to him. To
rid vs of th? worldly hcauinelTc , we haue two remedies;

the one is vertue,and difcretion . For avertuous and difcreet

mantis not djfnuudfor any lofle , neither is he out ofquiet.

£0
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for any thing, but for his mifdeeds. The other remedie Offricn<lfKip,

is Friendfhip. For as chilo faid,The forrowes andincommo-
ditics of this life , mull be oucrcome by ltoutnetTe of cou-

rage,and by communicating them with our friends . And in

truth there is not any thing that doth fo greatly affuage hea-

uinetTe,asto haueafriend mtowhofebofome a man may dif-

charge the gnefe that lies vpon his heart. For that caufedoth.

JJcmer&iue^chilies aTarroclw : andrirgtl, an ^Adrntei vnto

tSfentts.-^Uxdnder had his E^heflion'.Darim his Z?pyrw:Scipi»

his L<*ltu* ' and generaHyallgcodprinces haue had fomefpe-

ciall friend, vnto whom they might vnburden themfelues

of their griefes . My meaning is not, that I would a prince

fliould hauea friend,but to feme his delights : for fuch friend-,

fhips lafl: not. As for example, ifa prince louefome pleafanc

conceited perfon , becaufc he taketh plcafure in him 5 the

friendfhip that is fo fought for pleafjre or- for profit, is but

counterlait , and is eafie to be broken, as .Arijiotlc faith in his

eight booke ofj\lorals,The perfect friend fliip is among good

men that loue vertue : and that friendfhip is durabl e.And fuch
A

.

rocnoughtaprincetobecarefullto find out, for feareit be ouchuobe
faidvnco him, as jtrtftiffus vpbraidedfome faying, When veryprccife

we buy a thing at aporter,we lookcncerly vntoit , butwhen [\
effing his

we be to chufe a friend, we be carelefle in examining Iris life j

uien^*

notwithftanding that there is no companfon bctweene moua-

ble goods and a friend . For a friend may hclpe a priirce both

with counfell and comfort , and aifo greatly aduance His pro-

fit, as Zopirus did vnto king Darim, vnto whom he recouered

Babilon. And therefore nanus faid, That he had leuer haue

one Zopirus, than to take tenne Babilons 3 and that he wi-

flied hee had as many Megabifujfes , as there be kernels in a

Pomgarnet.

For this caule were TiUdes and orefles , exalted to

the skies by the Poets 5 and Damon and Tithias , Pi-

tha^oiians, by the Hiltorio^raphers. And amon^ others, w
we mult not let paile tne fnendlhip or Serum Tiuntm^

P
- S( f

»

a .

c]j.

towards Brutw . For when Bruins fhould haue beene put full friendt.

F 111) to
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to death ,this Tertnt'm affirmed himfelfe to be he, and would

haue bin killed for him in the darkenelTe ofthe place , neucr-

thelefle being difcerned who he was , hewaslufferedtoliue

whether he would or no. Neither is the wifely loue of one

Eoftes the wife ofaMoore,to be paiTedouer in filencej who
feinghir husband dead,abftcined from food nine daies toge-

ther, that fhc might be buried with him. Timagen'tdes feing

the citie; ofThebes befieged for his fake,chofe rathertoyceld

himfelfjt to the reft ofthe Greeks whowere defirous ofhim,

than to abide theburning,fpoiling, and facking ofhis country.

Alfo there were a couple ofLacedemonians , which offered

to goe to the king of Perfia, to beputto torture for the reft of

their countriemen, who had killed the kings Embafladors.

But yet the loue ofcertaine Frenchmen towards their coun-

try,thall put to filence the fables of Oreftes and Tilades , and

whatfoeuer is reported of the Curtiujjes and Deciujfes of
Rome . When the king of England refufed to take Callis to

mercie,exceptthey would deliuer him fix Burgeflesof the

towne,with halters about theirnecks, to doe his pleafurewith

them 5 the people being allembled into one place , and hea-

ring this fentence,fell to weeping.Then ftept vp amongthem
one Euflace ofS.Teters, one ofthe richeft men ofall thetown,

and told them that he would not fuffer fuch a number ofpeo-

ple to perilh,but would rathergiue himfelfe to the death for

their fafety, than fee them die for hunger, or be flaine with

the fevord.After him followed another named lohn Dure^A
fouremoofthericheftin Calis, who vowed themfelues euc-

rychone to the death,for the fafegard oftheir people.

S. lAmhofe in his fecond booke of Virgins ,
rcporteth a

notable ftorie of a maid and a young fouldier, who offered

themfeluesto die either fortheother. The maid was con-

demned either to doe facrifice to the idols, orelfe to be made
a brothel in the ftewes.She vtterly refilling to doefacrifice to

the idols, was led forthwith to the ftewes, whereafter flic

had made hir praiers vnto God, there was brought vnto hir a

young fouldiour., who altering his formerpurpofe which he
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had to haue defiled her,praicd her to take his apparell , and

he would put on hirs, that by that means fliee might go hir

waies vnknowne,and fo be faued.When fhe was departed out

ofthe brothel-houfe,th ere came in other yoong men in hope

to haue had their plcafure ofthatfaire damfel.But in hir (lead

they found the man , and thought fhee had bene turned into

that fhape by miraclcln the end, when the conueiance was

difcouered,theyoong man was carried to be punillied $ wher-

ofthe mayd hearing,prefented hirfelfe tobaile him, body for

body,that he might efcape : but the yoong man would in no

wife heare of that,affirmingthatiudgementwasgiuenagainll:

him,and not againft hir.The maid replied, that he was there

but as a pledge,and that thefentence which was giuen againft;

him,ought to be executed vpon hirfelfe . To conclude, they

difputedfo wel theone againft the other, that with their con-

fents,thcy were both put to death.Letthis befpoken as by the

way, becaufe occafion thereofwasoffered.He that is defirous

tofeemore,lcthimreadv^r//?*r/fj Morals, Zucians Toxaris,

and Ciceros Ltliw.

Now let vs proceed to Hopc,which is anaffe&ion wel be- (X Hope and

feeming a Prince . When Alexander hauing of a bountifuli Defpairc*

mind giuen all to his friends, was asked what lhould remaine

to himfelfe -

7
Hope(<]uoth he) becaufe he hoped to get much

more.And this Hope is grounded vpon a certaine noblenefle

ofcourage.

Iknowwellinough that fome Hope isbutthe dreaming of
a manwhen he is awake : for commonly we miftc ofthe thing

that we behight our felues»NeuertheleiTe,I fay thatthe vali-

ant and well aduifed prince fildome faylcth ofhis hope, when
it is grounded vpon reafon and good fortune . Tbdo fayth 7

that Hope is th efountaine ofall forts and trades oflife. The
merchant traffiqueth in hope ofgaine,the marenerin hope to

benefit himfelfe by his fayling
5 the ambitious in hope ofglo-

rieand honour : and to attainetothefeends,euery of them
doth take maruellous pains . The hope of the happie ftate-

drawethmen to venue. But indeed the true and only hope, is

to?



7 4 The dime of Magiftrars*

to hope in God,as in him that is our Creator, and is fufficient

ofhimfclfe alone to keepe vs fife and found.

Pefpai'rs.or Afterward commeth Defpaire,or Diftruft,the contrary to
Diftruft. Hope,which may bee taken doublewife , either as when a

prince hauing loft a battel! and broken his force, ietteth all

go without confuting or taking aduice what to do,& through

Defpaire feeketh no remedie,which oft befalleth for want of

courage ; to maintain? the which, nothing is comparable to

ftoutnede ofmind. The other fort is not properly Defpaire,

but a behauior proceeding ofhumilitie,which maketh vs that

we be not ouer-hafhe in hoping for great and high things, the

which is conuenient enough for a pnnce,for it reilreineth him
from hazarding himfclfe,andfrom vndertaking too great and

hard things,after the maner ofDamdywho reioioeth that hee

had not enterprifed things ouer-great,and exceeding his po-

werJn this cafe,both Hope and Diflruft are well befitting a

king.For the oiiernaketh him to enterprife great things,& the

other to moderat them in fuch fort, as he vndertakenot any

thing aboue his abilitie,or aboue that which he ought ; for to

do fo,proceedeth either ot vndifcreetnes,or ofrage,or offome

Of Fcarfulncs other inordinat pafsion.FearfulneiTe,andFoole-hardineile.are
and Foclehar- tne two faultie extremities which inclofe Prowcs,or valeant-

neffeofcourage,wherofI willfpeakemore largely hereafter.

For whofoeuer through the greatnes of his courage doth put

himfclfe in perill,yea euen ofcertaine deathfor a good caufe,

heis to be elleemed hardie,valeant,and manly-minded. And
furely, the Fearefullis worfe than the Foole-hardie . For as

TkticUides futh,Feare doth not only bereaue a man of Ins me-
morie,buta!foof his fl:rength,and impeacheth the execution

of the thing that he had determined.NeuerthelelTe?thefeare

to do euilis eue.more wei-befecmin^accordins, to this fayina;

of S Lmwin his Proueibs
}BleiTed is the mail that alwaics fun-

dethinfeare -.but he that hardened] his heart, Chall fall into

mifchiefe.S.P4«/ wiileth vs to go through with our faluation,

With feare and tcrror,and he would not haue vs tohe too skil-

fulAnd inthexj.ofEfki iris written, that die fpint ofthe feare

of
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of God fhall reft vpon the bloflome of the roote of Iefe.

And in the ixvj. chapter, Whom fhall I regard ( faith the

Lord ) but him that is meeld and gentle, andftandeth in

feare ofmy words.And in the xxvj, At the feare of thee we
haue conceiued and brought forth thefpirit offoluation.And
in the xxxiijPfalme, Ye righteous feare ye the Lord. And in

the xviijPfalme, The feare of the Lord endureth foreuer.^
crucwa

And as S faith,Feare is the keeperofal vertues,and the
is

,'

0 Jare^hl
avis, to feare the power ofGod. powerof

H»mer in his Iliads brmgeth in He!e»
y\Cmg thcfe termes God.

to king Pr/4w,Surely deareLord and father in law,l doe both

feare you and honor you, bccaufe we ordinarily reuerence^

thofe whom we feare . And therefore neerc to the common
hall ofthe Ephoresin Sparta, there was a chappell dedicated

to Fcare^for feare dothalwaies accompany lhame.Alfo it is a

verv commendable thing to be affraid ofvnhonefty,andyec

not to be afraid to be counted vnhoneft.As for example,when
one vpon a time vpbraided Xenophanes the fon of Lagus,that

he was fearefull and durftnot play at dice 3 1 confefle 'quoth

he)that I am not only fearefull , but alfo exceeding fearefull,

but that is but in things vnhoneft.For honourable is thatfeare

that reftraineth a man from doing euill.

As touching meekenefte or meeldnefle, it befeemcth a

pnnce very well. Fork maketh him gentle , courteous,

and affable . And it is one of the three venues which

would haue making. Form the xliiij Pfalme , Ride

on ( faith he ) and raigne,becaufe ofthy meekenefle, iuftice,

and truth.And this vertue is contrane to chol enknefte, hafti-

11 .lie, or hjmifhneiTe,which ought to be far oft from a prince,

as the which dcth too much blind him,arid bereauchim of

rcafon °.nd iudgement. But to be angne with leaudiieiTe and ^ man cugLj

reaud perfons , is very- well done > prouided that it be not in to be angry

fr.ch fort as it extend to finnc
5

according to this faying. at ^ncc *

ofthe Pfa!mift,B^angne,but(iiuienotin your hearts.

.

And for as much as I will treat hereof moie.Jargely wherv

1 i&me to ipeake of anger or wrath, and, of meeidnetfe
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or meckencflc,I will content my felfc for the prefent,to haue
fhewed the pafsions ofthe mind, as it were at a glance,which
though theyfeeme atthefirftblulhto encounter againft vcr-

tue,be fuch neuerthelelTe,as a wcli-dilpofcd mind may great-

ly helpe it felfe by them,and make them to fcrue to verygood
end, and fo alterthe ftiapeofthem, as that the thing which
fecmed euill,(hallfall out to be good and commendable.

C H A P. X I.

Sometimes a

Scateispre-

fcrued by

.Cmckie,

Whether Virtue andHonefiie be to befederatedfrom profit,

in matters ofgovernment or Jlate.

Vt I feare lea ft-by {landing too long vpon
matterofManners, Iforflowthe matters

ofState,and that in going about to make a

prince vertuous,I make him a prince mif*

aduifed. For oftentimes the managing of
publike affairs is fuch, thathe muft rather

haue regard of the prefentcafe,howtowind himfelfc out of

thebriers,and to get out of fome fhrewd pinch,than to ftand

milling vp6vertuc,becaufe that they which do fo bufie their

hcads,doe often tiroesfuffer their ftate to be loft.

If Brum that confpired againft C*far , had not bene too

jpice-confcienftjfaying it was not lawfull to kill any other than

a tyrant,buthadbeleeued the counfell ofCafiM> he had not

Icfx^ntinic the tyrants friend behind, by whofe death, the

common-weale had bene difcharg-ed of al dans;er.Info much
that one little fparke ofconference, procured vnto Brutus the

loffe both of his owne lifc,and ofthe libertie of his countrie.

Thefirft Brum did notfo,fork liked him better to vfe crucl-

tie,in putting his own childre to death,than to lcaue any little

match ofconlpiracie againft the ftate : and this barbarous cru-

eltie and vnkindnefte ofhis,faued thecommon-weale.When

Canada king ofPerfia was caftin prifon by Ins fubic&s that

had
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had rebelled againfl: him and chofen one dUfes'm his fteede

:

this BUfes entered into counfell , what was to be done with

Cdl/ddes. The moll part were ofopinion , that he fhould not

beputtodeath,butthathefhould bekept inprifon. Other-

fomegaue counfell that he fhould be difpatched, among

whom Gufana/cades one ofthe greateft: lords ,
deliuenng his

opinion, (hewed them a little pen-knife wherewith he was

vvonttopare hisnailes,and laid vntothem, Yefeethis little

cuttle 5 this fame maynow without any paine and without any

danger, doe that which twentie thoufand men cannot doe

hereafter.And euenfo it cametopalTc in deed . For Cabades

getting out ofpnfonrecouered his kingdome,and putting out

sUf. s eies with fcaldingoyle,laid him in pnfon , and put Gu-

ftnafades to death. TktedatHi (king of the Gothes) was loath

to kill ^fmala/onr
, being an honourable and vertuous prin-

ceiie,and wife ofTheoden^mA mother of *Athalarik $ butin

the end he difpatched hir at the perfuafion of fuchastold

him that his life could not elte bee in fafetie . Theopkrafi Ioforeofg>

reporteth of^iri/iides that in priuate cafes bctweene man and
^uft

man, he was a perfect vpright, and lufWealing man 5 but in 0 f t be dona< •

matters of gouemment concerning the common-weale, he according ro

did many things,according.to the necefsitie of the urac. l

^h° UmeThe Athenians in the conference which they had with
*

the Mslians, (aid that the Lacedemonians vfed much vcrtue

among themfciu.es, and in the things that concerned their

lawesand cuftomes at home : but in their behauior towards

ftrangers, they were a people that efteemed that to be 1110ft

honert andreafonablejwhich was moll for their profit. Eupkc-

tnw an Athenian/aidtothe Camerins, that the man which
raigneth by tyranme,and a citie that hath an empire , deemc
nothing vnhonett that may be for their piofit, nor account a-

ny thing theirs which is not fafe guarded 5 and in ail cafes they
efteeme others to be their friends or foes , according to the
occafion oftime and dealings.

plutarch fpcalung ofManas , faith hemade reckoning of
iuftice when it was forhisowncbchoofe, and tooke profit

botiv
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both for iuftice arid honor, not confidering that truth is more
ftrong and mightie thanfaifhood,but meaftiring the vaiew of

them both bythe profit that might rife thereof, and faying

The dun of a *hat when a lions skin will not (red a mans turne, he muft take
formuftbe vnto ittheskinof a fox. This hath bin the caufe, that the

thc^kr? of a
^<luifed which haue written ofgouernmenttand they alfo

hoa.
* wluch haue pra&ifedit, haue not flood fb much vpon ver-

niers vpon the occurrence of matters 5 infomuch tha tthey

hauefaid,That a prince oftentimes for the comparing ofhis

affaires, muft be faine to behaue hirafelfe contrarie to faith,

contrarie to charitie,contrane to humanitie , and contrarie to

religion.But this opinion, notwith(landing that it be followed

of the molt part of the world
3
yet doelfmditfarrediftant

from our religion, and from all that an honeft manought to

doe. ForGodpmteth no difference betweene a prince and a

priuat perfon, in cafes concerning vertue or vice. sAntigonm

the great,whom men would haue made to beleeue that all

things are lawful for kings 5 Ye fay truth(quoth he) for barba*

rous kings 5 but vnto vs,that which is iufl: ofit felfe , is alwaies

iuft 5 andthatwhich is euill is alway euill . And to fay trnth,

we fee not that writers doemake two kinds ofvertue,the one

peculiar to princes,the other to priuat perfons.Forwere it law-

full for a prince or for a common weal e , to do e euill for pro-

fits fake $ it ought as well to be permitted alfo to the priuat

perfon : for at 1 eaft wife by the example of his prince, he will

difpence with himfelfe for doing good.But God will not haue

vs to doe euill, for any good that may come thereof , no not

euen though it befor the benefit ofa whole realm. Therforc

the forefaid propojition cannotbe avowed ofa chrillian with

a fafe confcience,feeing it is difallowedby the heathen. And
to root it out ofthe hearts ofprinces, 1 am faine to fet downe
word for word ( howbeit briefly ) the fame things that Cicer9

in his third booke ofdueties fetteth downe at large
,

leauing

the reft to diuines, who match their reafons with the word

of Qod , the only thing thatis able to captiue a louely and

pghtmeaning mind*
Now
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• Now th cn , it is net only by our religion that wc be war*

ned thereof, but alio bythe wifelnfidels, according to this

faving ofSoerates.xhc wifeft of them all , namely, That thole

hauc done amiflc , which haue feperated honefty and ver-

tue from profit
\
feeing they ought of nature to goe iointly

together . For a man can not bee faid to profit himfeife>
u '

when he oftendcth againft nature. And there is not any

thing more againlf nature , and againlt the lawe of man,

than to take from another man , wherewith to profit a mans

. : for nature can-not abide , that we fhould encreafc

our wealth by the fpoiling and robbing ofother men. So
^

,s

^
Ciwr r*

that the man which obayeth nature , and followeth kmdlie ^an^oXs
inclination , cannot find in his heart to hurt his like , but will wrong,

rather chufe to be poore and to endure hardnelTe , than to do

another man harme,. efpecially confidenng that, the hurt

ofthefoule,(whichis viceorfinne.) is an hundred fold worfe

than th e hurt of the body.

By the law ofnature we fhould doe good one to another,

and they that doe otherwife , doe take away focietie from

among men , the taking away whereofmaketh goodneiTe,

ititicc,and liberaline to belaid a-water. And thertorewhen-^
rofitbe>

foc^er profit fleppeth beforeourface , it ishardfor vstoef- J[™\cd
*

it j3

cape prouocation : but when we haue bethought vs of it at finnc.we muff

leifure,then ifwe find that die profit is intermedled with vice, *ct profit goe..

we inuft let the profit goe, and perfuade our felues , that

wherefoeuer finnc is, there can be no profit; indeed . And
feeing that tlieie is not any thing more contrarie to nature.,

thanfinneisjbecaufe nature requireth nothing but that which,

is good, neitherisany thing more agreeable to nature than

profit 5 it is very hard for vice 6c profit to match together in \s
one ground. And for as much as vertuc iurmounteth andfur-

paiTeth all things $ it is very behooifull and ncedluil that the

foueraignegood fhould confift in vertue.Now as that which is

good is behoofful & profitable$fo that which is honeft is pro-

fitable aifo.The wicked beholding an outward (hew ofprofit,

doerun aftern
;
not peiceuiing into what incon.uenie.nce they

fail:
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fall by doing cuill : by reafon whereoftheyperuert the laWes
both of God and man,which thing he that iiueth after the

law ofnature doth not.Yetnotwithstanding oftentimes there

A cafe where- happen cafes which put cuen the bell to their lhifts, by
in cheque- reafon of the profit that offereth it felfc vnro them. Not

*Tcof
ea

"J-
tnat r^e^ con^twnetncr honcfty and vertue be to be left

j

fic^foUovvcd. but whether the thing that is profitable may be done with-

out finne . As for example, To the intent to wipe the name
of the Tarquins cleane out of Rome, Brutus caufed Tarqui-

nius CoUrtim* the husband of lucrece,.to bee difcharged

ofthe dignitie of Confulfhip , and to be put out of the citie.

Thisfeemed apeeceof wrong, becaufethis CelLtw/ahim-

felfe had helped to expulfe the kings . But for fo much as it

was found vpon good aduife , that the veryremembrance

ofthat fo odiousname,was to be vtterly aboluhcd : the thing

being profitable for the common-wcale, imported alfo fo

muchhonefbe,that0^f/wwhimfelfe ought alfb to thinke

well thereof; and fo profit preuailed for honefties fake, with-

out the which it had bin no profit in deed.

There is another cafe, wherein profit and honeftiefceme

to encounter one another, by reafon ofthe rigour, and yet

notwithftanding , thechiefe regard is to be had of the pro-

fit, becaufe it fighteth not agamfl nature. As for exam-

ple, It is permitted you by the law ofnature , to repulfc the

iniuricthat is done vntoyou, and for performance thereof

fome-times a prince lsdriuen to doe rigourous executions,

and fuch asmayfeeme too too cruell $ as Thomirts queene

ofthe MaiTagets did , who hauing vanquished king Czrwin

t battel, flew him and two hundred thoufand men with him
5

* fo as not any one cfcaped the fword.

This orthe like execution were euili in a captaine , that

fiioulddoek vpon cold b'ood,or quiet deliberation, as SilU

did at Rome. But when a prince , whom God hath armed to

defend himfelfe, repeheth iniuhe by force , and putteth his

^fcadiVo is
cncniics tothefword

5
although it feeme a crueil deed , yet

hoc vnhoncU- is knot altogether againft honeitie and honor. For the death

of
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1

ofthe enemies is the welfare ofthe common-weale , againft

whom as a prince ought not to vfe any treafon or treachery

wherby to kill them : fo ifin availing the prince,they chance

to fall into his hands,it is at his pleafure to do what he findeth

behooflull for his owne fafety, according to the law of. arms,

for it is not vnmeet thatthey fhould fall into the fame net

which they had laid for him.Had the Sammts vfed the way

ofextreame crueltic againft the Romanes, when gentleneile f"^^^^
would not feme theirturne, they had done the better for

t,y fome fin-

themfelues,and they fhould haue learned by the effett, that gular courcc-

the counfell of HcrenniMVontM was verie good. For his (on fi^.w*^-

being captainc gencrall of the Samnits,fent vnto him to haue '^ouT

^

u
"j~

hisadluife,what he fhould do to the Romans, whom he held
t jCf

enclofed betwixt two moutains. Htrennm fent him word, that

he fhould fend them home to Rome, without doing them
any difpleafure thinking that tor fo notable a benefit , they

would of enemies become thensfoorth good and faithfull

friends . And when he faw that this counfell liked not the

SamnitSjhe counfelled them to put them all to the fword,

withoutfparing any one ofthem/or he thought that Co great

a lolTe wouldfogreatly weaken the Romans,as thcyflioldnoc

b: able to recouer themfelues a long time after.

This opinion feemed alfo ouer-cruell, and fo they chofe a

meanc way, which was tofiuc the Romanes liues , and to

bereaue them of tiieir armour and weapon, and of their

ftufFc, with fome other conditions: which afterward was

the confufion of the Sammts . Likewife the Euthalibians

committed a great ouerfight,in that they difpatched not the

Perfians,when they had them fhut vp almoft after the aforc-

faid maner^or fent them not home in friendly fort , but did

neither of both. For they fent them away without hurt $ but

they compelled Terofas the king ofPerfia, to adore their

king, and topromife them vpon his oath, neuertomake war

on them afterward.Ncuerth el elTe,as CooneasTerofa* was de-

liuered of the danger, he madcfliarper warre vpon them,

than he had done afore , in reuenge of the iniufie and difho-

G nor
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nour that they had done vnto him. For in matter of {rate

a prince muft either deferue well of his enemies, by fomc
Singular courtefie, or make cleane riddance of thcm,ifit lie in

his hand to doe it. I would alway counfell him to follow

courtefie.

But yet he may haue to doe with fuch kind of men , that

it fliall (land him on hand,to vfe rigour rather than gentlenes,

as is^tobefeene in the deed ofqueene Themiris, where al-

beit that thereuengeof hir forines death prouoked hir to

kill Cirut : yet was it moreouer expedientalfo for hir ftate,

;

Crncltic is to t0 doeit in fuch fort asfhedid.For a prince- that commeth

gainftlhan-
out °^ a ârre countl'^c >

to con(]uer a realme
,
whereunto hec

gers chac cannot pretend any right, will not lightly be paied witltffuch

come to clemencie . For his intent is to poflefle, hunfelfe of' it by
make con- fome means or other, and oftentimes for the

4
bringing ther-

^Uc ofto pa(Te,to make vtter flaughterand deftruclrionof the in-

habitants thereof, as the children^of Ifraell did , when they

came into the land ofPromife.

Well might Charles Martell haue done all the courte-

fies that could be vnto the Sarfines $ but yet would not that

haue made themforbeard toinuadethe realme of France.

And therefore thebeft way was to fight it out with them,

and to ouerthrow them vtterly. If *Aetm being aided by

the Frenchmen , had not fought with ^Attila to the vt-

cerance m France , it had beene vnpofslble for him to

haue got him thence by faire means 3 and yet becaufe he
made not cleane riddance ofhim , aman may fee what rnik-

chiefecameofit.

It is noted as a fault in Qonftantine, that when he had van-

quished the Vandales , Sweuians , and Alanes, he purfu-

ed not his vnftorie in putting them all to the fword , but

gaue them refpit to referable, themfelues againe, where-

by theybecame as ftrong as he . . Daritts offered *Alexan hr

his daughter, a very beautiful 1 Lady , with fix millions of

iconic, and the one halfe of Afia 5 but .Alexander would

not admit chat honourable offer
9

becaufe his. couctouf-
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nefte was vnmeafurable . By rcafon whereof , had good

fortune gon on Dtrius fide, he had plaiedan vnwifc parr,

if he had not flame ^Alexander and all his armie without

mercie.

Manfred king of Naples , was willing to haue made
peace with Qimrlcs duke of Aniou; but Qkarles would ne-

uer hearken vnto it,becaufe hegrounded his right vpon the

fvvord , and was bent to be king of Naples whatfoeueritdid

coil him . Courtefie and clcmencie are to be vfed among wIlom
neighbours thatilriue but for their bounds , for hatred, or for courtefie and

honour.For they that arefo vanquifhed,arc alwaies mindful of gcoclcncffc is

the courtefie that hath becne done vnto them , and of the t0 ^e

means to requite it, whereof in the fourth booke of Kings,

thefixt chapter, we haue anotable example' in the king of

Ifr.iel,who by theaduife of the prophet Eli\ens
3 in freed of

putting the Afsyrianshis enemies todcath,which were come
to feeke him,caufed them to be entertained with all kind of

good cheere, and lent them home without doing them any

harmc -

y
by means whereof, wheras they had bin hisfwornc

encmies,hc made them hisgood friends. So alfo did Ttolemie,

who hauing ouercome Demetritt4
y
zx\& put his hoft to flight at

the cine Gaza, rcilored him his treafure and all hisltufFe,

with eight thoufand prifoners, fayingthat he fboue not with

him, but for honour and empire. And Demetrius receiuing

thofe things at his hand, prayed God he might not continue

long his debter for that courtefiejand euen fo it came to paffe.

For anon after Demetriw ouercame Ttolomie , and hauing ta-

ken his treafure,& alfo feuen thoufand prifoners,fent all home
againe to him , and moreouer gaue prefents to euerie of the

prifoners whom he fent back e. The cafe ftandeth otherwife

with him that commeth a farrc off, to make conqueft of a

countrie. For his intent istodifpoiTefiethem againft whom
he maketh warre,and to make cleane riddance ofthem,as we
haue feene in the Saxons,Englifhmen, Burgonions, French-

men, Turks, Gothes, andLumbards, who haue continued

owners ofthe Ituads which they inuaded.And ifthey had not

G ij had
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had the vppcr hand of fortune , doubtlefTe not fo much

ST^enbT 38 °nC had bin fafferccl t0 efcaPe •

That 1S the Caufe wh>' the

tLpope"
^

P°Pe> a^er t ^iat c^ar^es °f Amou, had gotten the vpper

hand of Conradine and the Sweuians , councelled him to cut

offConradines head/ending him word in a word or twaine of

latin, That the life ofConradine was the death ofCharles
yaxid

the death ofConradine was Charles his life.Butfamngthere-

uerence of thepope and ofduke Charles, albeit this way fee-

med molt profitable, yet ought it not to hauefyn followed,

becaufe it was fcarce honorable , feeing that Conradine had

efcaped thefurie of the battell, and his quarrell was iuft , in

recouery of his kingdome , which his bafe brother Manfred

had firft vfurped from him , and Charles had woone away
from Manfred.

Man-flaugh- Such man-llaughters done vpon quiet determination,and

tcJ m™^" out °f the heatof conflict: in battell, aredifallowed both of

ct dThberati! Godm^ raanJ° confirmation whereof, I muft needs alleage

on, are difal- a certaine text out of the third chapter ofthe fecond booke
lowed. 0f Samuel . There were in Iury two braue captaines , named

y&bncr and ^Amafa , which had borne arms for king Saul

againft Dauid, and pamd after Saab death had pardoned

them.But Uahy
Daaids conftable , being ouer-zealous of his

mailters honour, forbare not for all that to kill them both -

y

which doing of his
y
Pauidfo greatly mifliked, that he prote-

fted before God and the people , that he was guiltlefle of

their blood . And to fhew that he was fo vnfainedly, al-

v
though he pumfhed it not during his life, yet did he take

order for the puniflnng thereof afore his deceafe, faying thus

menrVporf Vnt° Sa^men ms fonne, ihoukllOWefl what Uab didvntO

joab for ,nur- the captaines of the hofl of Ifraell , namely vnto lAbnerand
theriDg Abner <Ama'ia y\\hom he flew and fhed their blood in peace as it had
and jinafa. Deene inwarre , and put the blood of battell vpon his girdle

that was vpon his reins : looke therefore that thou deale

with him according :o thy wifedome , and firffer not his

hoare head to goc downe to his graue in peace. Dautd

beeing perfecuted by Saul , had him at an aduantage,

- when
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5

when he (bund him in the caue , and might very well haue

done him diipleafure,but would not.But had that goodpoli-

tike fellow loab b;n there , he wouldno more haue fuffered

SWto cfcape than he fuffered ^ibfdon.

Now to come again e to our matter, like as God gaue

the viftorie at that time to the aforefaid duke Charles • fo at

another time he made his heire the prince ofSalernetoloofc

thcfield, andtobe taken and condemned to haue his head

ftricken off, as the faid Cenrndine had had afore . And when
this fentcnce was pronounced vpon him, which was on a

Friday 5 h c anfwercd he was contented to take his death with

patience,for the loue ofhim which fuffered death on the like

dkf. But whenCorijlance the cjueene heard ofthis hisanfwer, The merciful!

(he laid, that for the loue of him which had fuffeied death dcaIin
f°£

for vs, (he was determined to fhew mercy to the prince 5 and
° '

without doing him any further harme , fhc fent himto Cata-

loine to the king hir husband, full fore againft the peoples

will,who would haue had him put to death. In which aclion

we haue to confider one notable thing
5
namely, that Charles

who had flaine Manfredm battell, and put to death both

Conradine.and his cofen the duke ofAuflrich,vnder forme of

iuftice,cou!d norkeepe his kingdom e fo long time to his po-

fte iue,as the hcirefermll of Mm/red did by vfing fauorand

mcrcie.But vrhen a ltranger hauing no formecquarrell,comes

with a great number ofmen to inuadc a countrie 5 1 beleeue

it ihalbe well doneof him that getteth the viftone , to let

none ofhis enemies efcape, lead their inlargement prouoke

themtofet a new voyage abrochc, as the Frenchmen did in

Gallia,andtheGothes in Italy.

Againe, there is no loue orkindnefle to be hoped for at

fuch folks hands.Butout of that cafe, I fee not thatcrueltie
Crue t

r ; e j,

ought to be vfed for the maintaining ofany Irate -

7
and as for not t0^ v fCt|

toleaue vertue for profit, it ought not to be fo much as once for the main,

thought. 4ugufiM for the better alluring of I jisltate, caufed l

£
l™nCQ ofa *"

Cefanen the (bnne of luitns and Cleopatra to be ilaine. Itmay
'e'

be perchance that in lb doing,hc delt for his profit; but furelie

G lij he.
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he d elt not vtm&u(ly£(mtt^viCe>Sextus fympeituwho had

the ilaiTe in his owne hand,to haue killed lAugttfius and *sin~

tonie
s
W{$ enemies,deit honorably in lettingthem go/: , but to

his owne deftruftion , which thing he chofe rather to doe,

than to falnfie his faith , as I will declare anon more at large,

I could allcagc many mo examples of euill princes, which

haue finiftied th eir daies in wretchcdnefle;
and loll their king-

domes,or at the leafhvife their children after them , whom I

Of Ctftr Bor-
WiU oimt for briefneffe fake, fpeakingbut Silly ofCafkr B*r~

£la
'> taat we may fee whether fuch a prince can be had in

eftimation.I am well allured that to lay the foundation of his

principalis e, (which came to him butby fortune as they fay )

he had many things to do,the which he brought al to pafle by

his wit.Butyet can I not allow ihat maner of dealing. For he

caufed the Columnians to be defrroyed by the Frfncs, and af-

terward difpatch ed the rrfines too, for feare 1 eafl they mould

pke partagainft him.Hc vfed the helpeof the Frenchmen,

to get poffefsion ofRomania , and afterward draue them out

when he was peaceably fetlcd in it. Topurchafe the peoples

fauour, he executed rigorous iuflice vpon theeues , robbers,

and extorrionors ; and for the doing thereof, he fet vp a very

good and feuere Iufticer,named P^emy or{e.Afterward percei-

uing that his ouer-rigorous iufticc procured him fome hatred
j

to root that conceit out oftheirimaginations,and to lhew that

that came not ofhim, but of his officer; he made maifter

'ferny Orkeio be cut in two pieces, and to be laid in an open
place with a bloodic knife by him.I fee not wherein this duke
ydentine is to be allowed I beleeue he was well aduifed

what he did,and alTaied all the means he could to make his

owne profit ; but that profit was vtterly feperated from
vertue.

What policie was it to kill folke by trccherous fleights

and trcafon, which had neuertrefpaffed him either in word
or deed ? What a reward was that for a mdge to receiue,

for doing his ductie , and for feruing him faithfulhe ? If

fuch princes may bee allowed, then fhall mur.ther and frawd

be



The dutie of MagiltrAts. 87
-be no vice ,fo it bring profic.And then let vs take Socrates his

dying the contrary way, and fay that vertue ought to attend

vpon profit . Andfo mould it follow of conference, that"

vvhofocuer could deale moil: for his owne profit, fliould

be the beft and honellcft man . But ail the painc that this*

wretched prince tooke to ftablifh his itate , flood him in

fmall freed. For he vtterly forwent it, and was deceiued

himfelfe^.s he had deceiued others.

.

Thucididesm his hiilorie, interlaced! a notable faying of

the Corinthians, which
k

was fpoken to thecounfell of the

Athenians,Ifa man will fay (faith he ) thatthat which wefay

is veiy reafonable, but that the opinion of theother fide is

the more profitable, if there be warre 5 we anfwere,that the

more vprightly men walkc in all things , the more is it com-

monly for their profic . Therefore it is moft expedient -.for a There J* no
prince that wil not faile ofhis purpofe,to fix his eye continual- profit

' ly vpon vertue, and to fet it before him as his marke to (hoot oumfuifc

at,andto afTure himfelfe that he cannot haue profit, without

vertue.

Vpon a time T/remifiocL s told the Athenians, that he

had a way to make them great , yea and lords of all Greece,

but that the fame was not to be imparted to any mo than

one , lead it lhould beknowne. Hereupon the Athenians

chofe lAtrfides to take notice of his deuice . Vnto whom
Themiftodes declared, that the nauie of the Lacedemoni-

ans might eafily be fet on fire , whereby it would be an

eafie matter to vanqui.n them . When sArifiides had

heard the counfell of rbemiftscles , he went vp into the
*

pulpit with great expectation of the Athenians, and told

them that ThemiXoda had °;iuen a woonderous behoof*

full and profitable counfell , but it was not honeft, where-

upon the Athenians , without hearing any, further what :

it was, difallowcd the counfell of Themiftocles , as not-

good.

At (iich time as Tirrhus made warre with the Romans,one

ofhis people came to Fah-ftius
9
bcingthen Conful atRome,&

.

G iiij profered ;
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proferred him to poifon the king, f d£r/V/^without takingany

further counfell,fent backe the traitor vnto Tirrhw : and this

his deed was allowed andcommended of thefenat.

Wicktdncfle ^ foueraigntie be fought for honors fake , then muft trc-

is not ac- chene be banifhed 5 for trecherie is not accompanied with
companjcd honor.lf for goods, neither can goods doe a prince good,be-
with honor.

• matched with infamie and difhonour . And as touching

that which Theopbt ajl faith of\sin(lides , That hee did ma-,

ny thinges acoiding vnto the necefsitie of the time 5 we
find not fo much as any one deed ofhis that may bee ac-

counted vniuft,fauing that when the citie of Athens wanted

money, he propounded in counfell whether they fhould take

away the gold that had bin laidvp in {tore in the temple of

^«//<?,atDelphos in the ifleofDe!os,contrarie to an article

cf the league thatwas concluded by oath , among all the

Creeks; and therevpon gaue his aduife,thatit was behoorTuI,

but not rightful 1. As much faidhe of the counfell of Tliemi-

y?tff/*/,whichlhaue declared alreadicNcuerthelelTe, inthe

•firft, the Athenians followed vprightneffe, andinthelater

they followed their profit,or rather necefsitie,which hath no

law.But to fay the truth,neither the one nor the other was to

be imputed vnto ^Ariftides, but to the Athenians themfelu.es,

in that they refolued themfelues vpon the counfell that was

giuen thcm,without following any other opinion , than that

which liked them befLBut as forMarm y there is no recko-

Mvitu*
° mnS at a^ t0 be made of him, no more than of a man that

was ambitious, without law and without confeience as he

(hewed in many things, andfpecially in this fact following;

namely that being at Rome about hisaffaries, whereas tie

ought to haue fpokenwell of MtttUw\m captaine general],

he gaue him very cuill reports to the people , as though he

had prolonged the warre ofpurpofc,fayjng that if he himfcli e

were made conful,he would difpatch the matter out ofhand,

and bring them togurth either cjuick or dead. To be fhort, he

fpedlo well by playing the courtier, that he was made Con-

fui 5 but in the msane while he falfificd his faith , and wrong*... fully



The dutie of Magift^ts. $p
fully (laundered a man ofgreat honour.But Silla paid him with

the like meahire ; for he challenged to himfclfc the honour of

the taking of lugurth prifone^wherevpon fprang all the bloo-

die quarrels that enfued afterwards betwixt them. Thus yee

fee how the wicked are oftentimes paid with the fame coine

which they gaue vnto others . And I maruell how there

fhould be any that would loofe their reputation for the gainc

of a little profit.For what profit can be comparable to diiho-

nour? Socthly there is no difference whether a man be chan-

ged into a beail, or whether hee play themad bcaft in the

ihapeofman. Wherefore feeing the thing cannot beeeftee-

med profitableAvhich is fall ofvillanie and wickedncfle ; we
ought tobeleeue moll: certainly that nothing is behooffull

and profitable,but that which is honeft and vertuous.

CHAP. XII.

7hat a Prince ought not toftlfifie hisfaith %for the

maintainance ofInsfate.

)

C& F this proportion holdfledfaft&fure,

the cafe is fully refolued by vs , con-

cerning this doubt vpon faith in mat-

ters or itate,Whether a prince ought

to keepe his promife or no.Faith(faith

Cicero )is the foundation ofluftice and

right, and is a conitantand foothfall

opinion (orfetled determination of Thcdcfinmort

mind^to keepe and perfotme that which is once fpoken and ofFaith, or

agreed vpon. MHO**-
Vnto this Faith, NiiYnxVomfdim dedicated a temple, to

the intent that by that pointoffuperfh:i6,th e people orRomc
ihouldlearae to efteemefaitbfuinefleas a godly and pretious

thin-
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tiung,and afterward the Romans placed the image therofin

the Capitol,nerevnto the image ofthe great God Iufiter
y to

the end that no mar.fhouldbc fo bold and prefumptuous , as

to violat fo facred and holy a thingJnfo much thatthe holieft

and greateft oath that they could skill to make, was to fvveare

by therr Faith>as eke thing which they accounted moltdiuine,

and(as CufiiddorHi faith)moft belouedof God_,and moftreue-

xenced ofmen.For how could mansfrailtie be vpheld among

fo many waues and ftorms , if there were no firmenefle in the

doings and faiengs ofprinces? Among fellowes, faithfulriefle

niaintaineth friendfhip . Itmaketh feruants to obey theirmai-

fters with all integritiejtmaketh vs toferue God,and towor-

fnip his diuine maiefbe with deuout beleefe : and to conclude

inone word,whatfoeuer we fee to bewail done, commeth of

vnchangeablefaithfulneiTe.Audyetforall that, we fee that

thofe which are beft able to keepeit,doemake leaft account

ofit,fpecially in matters offtate,becaufe (fay th ey) a prince is

faine topvomife many tilings forthe maintainaceofhis eftate
>

which lie being once out of thofe dealings , is not bound to

performe.And as TintArch faith in the life ofrtrrhs*-, Princes
Princes \Tc vfc tn

e

two termesofPeace andWar,as they do their coine
$

PeVcV&W^r
namely,asitmay beftferucthcir owne turne , not for duties

as they doc
' fake,orforiuftice fake,butfor their owne profit : and they be

cionie^ better menwhen they confefTe roundly that they make war,

than when they cloke the furceafsing or intermitting of their

wicked intent,with the holy namesof Iuiiiceand Friendilirp*

And as faith Tttulw 1 <?«*W,the Faith offome kings is fuch,that

they fheknotto violat and breakethe mofr facred couenants

ofaccord^ttheirpleafure5 fpeciallywhenthey haue once rc-
folued themfelues to intend to nothing but their owne prefent

profit,andto applie themfelues only to the time. ,Arcb'ida.mm

being defirous to make the Athenians tobreakethe league of

peace,that had bin made with ^Ant'igm ^,andperceiuingthey

ftack at it for their promife fakej told the there was difference

between a man and a fheepe/or a fheepe had but all one kind

ofYoice,but amau haddmcrfe forts
;
{o as he might change his.

voice
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voice continual!}', vntill he had brought to paffe what he
would.Aswho would fay , Faithfulnelfe was but for foolcs

that could no skill to diflcmble , as hailing but one manerof
ipeech tor ail turns ; but men of wit altered their manerof
doing and fpeaking, according as occaflonor need required.

When Lifmdtr was blamed for breaking the peace that had Men be dc-

bin with the Milefians, he anfwered , That childrenwere to ce^ed,by

b e beguil cd with little bones,& men with othes. The tyrants
aar

Denn and Pclicrates, faid as much in that behalfe. Marim

cftcetned it a point ofvertue and high courage, to be skilful!

in cofenage,as Vluurch reporteth of him in his life . There is

an Italian author, who in his booke of a Prince, faith that in
Ua*hiAael>

hisume the princes that haue made none account of their

fajch,haue become great , and haue paffed thofe that haue

grounded themfelues vpon faithfulneiTe. And he will haue a

prince to be of two natures , the one of bead , the other of

man ; and that when the nature ofman will not prcuaile , he

fhould haucrecourfe to that of the bead . And that of the

beaits, he fhould chufe the tbx his nature, to difcerne fnares

;

and thelions,toput the woolues infeare. And therfore(faitli

he)a wife prince canncrkeepe his faith,if this obferuation be

turned the contrarie way.And becaufe there be wicked men ^

which Jveepe not their promife, neither ought he alfoto

keepe touch with theraAmong the examples ofthe princes

ofhis time,he alleageth pope ^Alexander the ilxt, who made
no bones or confcience at al to deceiue mcn.Neuer was there

any man (quoth he) that allured things with greater force of

words,or affirmed them with greater othes, andthat meant

leffe good faith,or leffe perfourmed them:& yet notwithftan-

ding his packings came alwaies to paffe as he would wifh , be-

caufe he gaue his mind to it. I cofeffe that the coiener,the hi-

pocm,ck the diiTembler,doc6monly fooncr difpatch his bud-

nefle,than he that is open, plaine,honeft,and faithfull : But it Ho good

were better for a man not to haue fo great fucceffe, than to man will caei

te deceitrull and wicked . And it were better for him to

follow the.counfell ofcicm in his books of Dueties , who '

faith 3 .
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fayth,That no good man will euer lie for his ovvne aduantage.

For if he that dealeth altogitherby frawd, be had in eftimati-

on; I fee not in comparing the letter with the greater, why
eitheralhamelefTeperfonora theefe fhould be blamed, of

whomneuertheiefle the one is hanged,and the other is poin-

ted at with folks fingers,and baited out ofall good mens com-

panies. For their doing fo, is but to auoid pouerti e,and to find

the means to hue vpon other mens purfes,as the prince that is

a deceiuer,is defirous to doe his affairs at the coftofhis neigh-

bour.Tmeit is,that becaufe he is a great lord,menfay ofhim

as a certain pyratfaidofgreat^/^»^5namelythatbecaufe

lie himfelfe roued but with one gallie,he was counted a rob-

ber,and becaufe ^tlcxxndzr went with a greatnumber offhips,

therefore he was counted a king,butin effe&they were both

ofon'2ttade,fauingthat the one of them was rich, pmflaunt,

and well attended } and the other waspoore and meanly ac-

companied.

And as Thititrch faith in the life of Tjrrbw, kings and prin-

ces muft not blame priuatperfons,thoughnow and then they

ftepafide,asopportunitiefitteth them for their profit ; for in

fo domg,they doe but imitate their fouereigns examples, and

follow thefootfteps oftliem that are their ringleaders, in all

vntruflinefle, trecherie, and vnfaithfulnefie : as who would

fay,that he difpatcheth his bufinefle belt,which leaft lifteth

to obferue law and vprightnefle.But although forae vnfaith-

full prince doe happen to profper,itdooth not therefore fol-

low,th«t afaithfullprince cannot pro{pcr.Tttus,Traun i%
Anto-

nine the meeke,/»f * rcM^Aurelm^nA other good emperors of

Rome,haue obtained as many vicl:ories
3yea,andhaue alfo far

better maintained their eftare , than I therms, Nero, Ctligula,

to" sUHi of Thil'f grew great by fubtilri e, and Alexander his fon con-

futdcnes,to queredthe whole world by ioialtie andmagnanimitie . I be-

fit \ mil
.
ifc ] i-eue well that a prince ought to befage and wel aduifed,and

bu not to in
C°^ J ^ilfali playing the lion to encounter fuch as will

nnglco ^hels#
ailailehim,andinplayingthe fox to faue himfelfe from the

trains
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trains and fnarcs that arc layd for him,but not to intangle and

intrap others.

After the battell of Carinas,which theRomancs loft vnto

Hdtimbalythcvc were ten prifoners,who vpon fafe conduct gi-

uenthem by Hanmhall^meA. ftill at Rome contrarie to their

promifegiuen vnto him, but they were all denounced infih

mous,andoncofthcmwasfent backe againe vnto Hannibal,

to doe what he would with him. Theconful B^o^alm did not

fo,for heperfourming hispromife,returned at the time which

he had fet,notwithftanding that he wasfure to go to exquific

torments,that were prepared for him . The Carthaginenfes

hauing loft a battell vpon the fea againft the Romans, lent A-
milcxr& H*nn<> to treatwith them for pcace.^wi/'/wr would

not put himf elfe into the Romanes hands , becaufe he had a

little afore taken Cornelius ^fina the confull prifoner, whome
the Romanes hadientembafladorthither.But Hanno fticked

not to proceed foorth 5 and when he had begun to declare his

mellage,a certaine Romane captaine fayd threatningly vnto

him,that as much might befall himas had bencdone to Or-
nelm . But the confuls putting the captaine to filence, told ^™kje an-

Hanno thattheFaith of the empire ofRome, flioulddeliuer Romanc con^
them from thatfeare. fuls.

At fuch time as Tijfaphernes brake the truce which hee had
made with the Lacedemonians,^^wfayd,he thanked the
gods that Tijfaphernes had angred them and offended them,

and thereby made them gracious and fauourable to tKe La-
\

cedemoruans
5
efteeming it a thing very difplcafant vnto God

lora man to falfifie his faith. And therefore Mimm Vublianu6

faith,Thathe which hath loft his credit,hath no more to lofe,

becaufe the whole welfare and honour of a mandependeth
thereupon.

Hcfuftaiiw

greater lotie
Bio* faid there was no excufe for a man that brake his pro- JJhich joefcth-

mife, becaufe he thatloofeth the credit of his word, loofeth h>scredic,thna

more than hee that loofeth the thing that was promifed him.

Qtnna hauing fentforMariutjiudc it a matter of confultation
|ya

e
- promifeX

whetherKe mould receiue him orno. SertoriM6 was of opinion him.

that
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that he fhould not fend for him; but Cinna told himjie coul.d

not with his honour refofe him,hauing Tent for him . When
Scrtt>ri» heard him fay fo,he told him he did amifle to make
it a mstter debateable whether he lhould receiue hnn or no,

feeing he was come at his commaundement. For the binding

ofyourfaith(quothhe)furlereth not the matter to be deba-

ted or confulted of any more.

Sexw Pompeins was aduertifed by his admiral! Menodorw,

that now it was in his hand to be reuenged of the death ofhis

father,andofhis brethren, hauing both isiugufiw and *Anto-

we atfupper with him in his gallie : and that if Tampa would

gme him leaue,he would vndertake to caufethem to be drow-

ned.and it fhould neucr be perceiued how.But fauou-

ringoftheantient honour ofthe Romans,anfwered the met
fenger thus,Tell Menodorm that he might well haue done it

withoutme,feeing he maketh none accountof periurie :but it

cannot befeeme metogiuemy confent vnto it,feeing I haue

not bene woonttofalfitic my faith. This faithfulnefle of the

Romanes, was the caufe thztTtolomei king of Aegypt com-
mitted his yoongfonne in wardlhip to the people of Rome,
who performed the charge with all integritie, and furrendred

the kingdome againe into his hands,when he came to age. Ar-

hnnds""Vof
^4^^eau*nS n*s f°nne iheUofm in his minoritie, and being

enemies!^
° at^s w*ts cnc* wnome hemight leaue to be his protector,and

aboue all others fearing the Perfiansj determined with him-

felfe vpon aduice,to comit the charge thereofby his laft Will

inwritingjVnto Indifgertes king ofPerfia , and tofet his Faith

as a (hield againft hisforce,andtotie his hands with the holy

band ofProte(fborihip,praienghimtokeepeand preferue the

empire for his fonne. fndtfgertcs taking the prote&orthip vpon

him,executed it fo faithfully, that he preferued botli the life

and empire offbeodefius,

f
yj.

Den Vhilif ofAuftrich,kingofCaftile, and lord ofthe Low

nefie ©fking
couutries,confidering how he left hisfonne Charles not aboue

Uwh the xii. eleuen yeres old,& that afore he lhould be offul age, the king

ofFrance might uiueft himfelfe in the Low-countries :to pre-

uent.
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ucnttliis inconuenience , did by his tetlament ordaine kin*

Lt&ii the twelfth to be his protector. Wherupon the king by

confent of the country, appointed the lord ofChi eures to be

gouernor there, and neuer madeany vvarre vpon him , not-

withfranding that Mtximihdn gauc him fufficient caufes to

haue done it. Licurgm being counlellcd therto by his coun-

trymcn,and alfo by his filler in law the qucene, to take vpon

him the kingdome ofLacedemon,after the death of his bro-

ther : would not hearken vnto it,but kept it fakhfulhe for his

nephew chanLnf, who was borne after his fathers deceafe
$

chuling rather to be a faithfull protector, than an vnfaithfull

king; cleanc contrarie to Letets Sflrtiajjvho ofa Gardian,made

himfelfe duke of Millan
,
difpolTefsing his nephew John Ga~

lt<u and his poller itie thereof 5 But he kept it not any long

time. In all the doings of thefe good princes, there was nen

ther oth nor promife, but only a good and fincere will,to keep

touch with fuch as had relied vpon the trufioftheir faithful-

nefTe.For wherfoeuer there hath palled either oath, or fingle

promife, good men haue neuer doubt but it was to bekept,

as the forealleaged examples may witnefle vntovs.And Ctce* A perjured

r# in one of his orations faith , That the Gods immortall do a
°^

a

punifh a penured perfon and a liar both with one punithment, nig^all Vac
Decaufe they be oflended at the trecherie and malice wher-

by men be beguiled, rather than at the prefcript forme of

words andcouenants,wherin thejoth is comprifed. But when-

foeucr an oth was added vnto it,they held it and kept it,what-

foeuer it coil them : as we fee in the Poets ,
concerning the

vow of t//gamemr,on
y the which is likeinough to hauebeene

countcrfaitedoutofthehiflorie of ie^tha. In thexxujand of Oths-

xxx ofDettt.it is written thus, Ifa man be bound by oth , he

(hallperforme whatfocuer he hath promifed . And Cicero in

his bookes of Duties, faith, That we ought in any wife

to keepe the promife wherein we call God to witneffe.

And as S*ph$cles faith , He that that fweareth, ought to

before afraid that he finnenot againfl God^TheiEgyptians

did punifh p enured peifons with death , becaufe they finned

double^
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doublets well in violating religion towards God, as in taking

away faithfulnefle from among men,the greatefl: and ftraigh-

teft bond ofhumane focietie.

Thercuciccc After the battell of Cannas , Scifn being aduertifed that
ofan oath, certaine fenators held a counfell in fecret, how to forfake the

citie ofRome $ went fuddenly in among them with his naked

fword in his hand,and made them to fweare that they mould
notfor any caufe forfake the citie 5 which thing they durft

not but perform e,for feare oftheir oath.As likewife did a cer-

taine Tnbune,whofor feare ofdeath, had promifed Torqn*-

tus to withdraw his accufationwhich he-had exhibited againft

his father 5 forhee withdrew it indeed for his oath fake,not-

withftandingthatT'flJfttrf/
1

"' had compelled him thereto by
force,in holding his fwords point to his throat. So great reue-^

rence did the men ofold time yeeld vnto an oath.

The Samnits hauing warred long time with the Romans,

and being almoft vtterlydeftroied,would needs for their laft

refuge put thefeluesonce more to the trial offortunc(whome
v

they had found fo contrarie vnto them ) and hazard all in one

battell.And forthe better executing of their determination,

theyfware by great oathes euerichone of them , that they

vvould neuer retire out ofthe battel,butfollow their captaine

whether foeuer he ledthem,and if any of tkem all recoiled,

they fware all to killhim.This oath had fuch force,that neuer

any people were feene to fight fo defperatly and valeantly, as

they fought atthat time.NeuerthelciTe,the valiancie 6cgood

gouernment of the Romanes was of more force than their

itoutnefle.

The oath of
The thing that-made the people of Rome beleeue that

TtqcuIm, nomulw was not flaine,but conueied vp into heauen, was the

great oth thatPwa/wj fware vnto them that he faw him dei-

fied,and had (poken with him.Forthepeople were of opini-

on 3
i\\AtVrocului whom they eileemedtobe a good man, and

a friend to ^w»/«/,would not haue taken fuch anoth, except

he had bene fure that the thing was as he affirmed.

Lj/cHrgt*s
3iQt\\z intent his countnmen lhould not difanull

'<" ' .

" the
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the lawes which he had newly ftablifhed among them : al-

though he had gotten them ratified by the oracle of *AfUi,

yet would needs take an oth ofthe people, and caufed them

to fwcare,that they fhould not infringe them vntill his return,

tothe end that the reucrence of the oth whichthey had ta-

ken,mightreffraine them from altering any thing. After the

example ofwhomc,chriftian princes ought to bee well ware,

that they violatnot their faith,nor let light by the oth which

theytakeforperformanceoftheir promifes. Wherofwehauc An example

a notable example in the fourteenth chapter ofthe firft booke °* 1

^
c

f

ofSdm^eLjwhcvcGod is very fore angrie,forthat Itnttha the ™& yowe^
(bnneofkingSW,in chafing his cnemies,hadtaftedalittleho*

niej which was in refpeft ofthe oath which Sdul had made,

that neither he nor any ofhis people fhould cat any thing be-

fore night, and afore hee had bene fullyreucnged of his cne-

mies.ln fo much that although lonnthas was not prefent at the

making ofthe vow,yct had Sanlput him to dcath,ifthe peo-

ple had not faued him.

Andm the one and twentith of the fecond booke of Sa*

mue/,becaufc Saul beingmoued with a good zealc had flainc

ccrtainc ofthe Amorrhjts,contrarieto the promife madevn-
to them by the Ifraehrs ofold time,that they would not hurt

them 5 God fent a famine among the Ifraclits, which cealTcd

not vntill they had deliucred feuenof SauUs children to the

Amorrhits,to take vengeance ofthem.

Thefe examples fhew how greatly our God abhorreth

periurie, to the intent no man fhould excufe himfelfe vndcr

pretence that no touch is to be kept with him that brcaketh

his promife; or,that one copanion is to keepe touch with ano-

ther, butnotthcraafrer with his fcruant,northe chriftian with

the infidel . For an oath ought to be fo holy, and fo had in re-

uercnce,that it fhould notbefalfified for all the goods in the

world. For as faint fayth in his third booke of Du- Promife is ro

ties,Promife is tobeekept euenwith deceiuers andforfworne ^J^^*^?
pcrfons 5 and wee ought to fet that before our eyes , which jc'fSi

ne mi "

/ oj)m did to the Gabaonits,who being afravd of the Ifraclits,

H that



pS The dutic rats.

that did put all to the fword,pretcnded to be ftrangers come
from a farre countrie,ofpurpofe to ioine in league with them:

and I beleeuing them to haue faid truth , made a league

with them.And by and by after, when their frawd was dete-

&cd,the people would haueferued them as they ferued t,he

reft : but fofrua would not for his ot]}S fake,but chofe rather to

keepepiomife with the fraudulent,6c to let the mis-beleeuing

infidels liue,notwithftanding that God had commanded him
to root them out, than to violat his promifegiucn, in reuenge

oftheir frawd . Whofoeuerdeceiueth hisbrother(faith, the

fonne ofSyrtcbyhis fin fhall be vpon him : and ifhe dilTemble,

he finncth double 5 and ifhe fr/eare in vaine,he fhall not bee

iuftified,but his houfe fhall be full oftribulation . And in ano*

ther place,Curfed(faith he)is he that is double-minded. And
in the 3 9 Pfalme,£>4W praieth God to fhew no mercie or

fauour,to fuch as deale malicioufly of deceitfull purpofe. Al-

^thuo kcT ft) the beft reputation thata Prince can haue, and bcft.be-

wcfl then osq. feeming hismaieftie,istokeepehispromife ,.yea though hee
rcifes.

* hauenctfwornevntoit . For good princes (faid Traun) are

more bound to performe their promifes , than to accomplish

the things that they themfelues defire.

And therefore a prince ought not tofalfifie his prornife vn-

der pretence ofproflt,nor to fay that his counfell vvilleth it, or

his eftaterequirethit.For he ought not to do any euillfor the

maintainance ofhis ftate . And hee that hath fo difcredited

hmifeife,malhiotoftenrccouerir, becaufe he fhall be taken

and efteemed as afaithlefic prince 5 and if hee fortune to bee

tlrjucnto make any accord or league,it wili be hard for him to

be admitted into it,for the opinion that fhall go ofhim : for as

fayth Cicero
3 When a mams onceperiured,hcmay fweare by,

all the Gods,and noman will beleeue him.

And 6Wc£/W/fle fayth,there is little finceritie and faith-

fuli dealing to behopedforat that Princes hand, of wheme

^ menhaueconceiuedopinion,thatheis a double and deceit-

full perfon.Whereby it may com e to pafTe, that hee fhall lofe

more by (hewing himfelfe to be a penurer, than he can gaine
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by any profit what foeuer it feemc to be.Befides that,it falletfi Euiil counfell

out that oftentimes the dccciuer himfelfe is decerned , and [j""^
to

that(as faith He/toJus)cuiU counfelltumeth to the hurt ofhim hi^ that

thatgiuethit. ^w/Vtheeleuenth was a deepe diflembier,and courifeHcth

ofgreat forecaft j but his difsimulation was like to haue coft if «

him his life. For the Duke of Burgoine detecting his trains,

tooke himprifoner atPerone, and compelled liim tograunt

him whatfoeuer he required . Charles the feuenth who draue

the Enghfhmen vi&orioufly out ofFrance , auailcd more by

his plaine dealing , than his fonne did by all his Heights and

fubtilties . Therefore whofoeuer will leaue a good and com-

mendable remembrance ofhimfelfe to pofteritie, will rather

forgoe fomepiece of wealth,than willinglie be counted a no-

table deceiucr,periurer,and liar. And yctfuch doth Machia*

uell tearme the princes of his time , that compalTcd their af-

faires well . But yet for all that, he fhall find the foundations

which tins cunning cofener and wilic beguiler laid of his

houfe , by hisfubtill fleights,were fuchasoucrthrewitimme-

diatly after his death , Neither is it tor a man (when he hath

fwcrne or promifed a thing ) to excufe himfelfe , or to fhifr

itorl with captiousaeflc or'words
,
whereby he may feeme

to haue accomphiTied his promife, when he hath not $ For
No£ ^

(as Cicero faith) Not what a man faith, but what he inten-
5nenfay,buc

deth and pretendeth to doe, is to bee regarded. As for whatthcypw^

example j when a pnfoncr that is letgoe vpon promife ,s
^°

to returne againe , fortieth himfelfe by and by to haue
w re^ai e

*

forgotten fomewhat behind him , and thereupon comes

backe againe, and after being cleane gone , returneth

no more to his maifter -

y
faying that he had performed his

promife,in that he had returned afore. Or as hcthathauing

made a truce with his enemies for eight daies, did war vpon
them in the night?.

Heroditm rcpoi teth a foule & fliameful kind of dealing of

one lAmkfis the colonel ofking Prfr/^footmeagainft the"Bar-

ceans, who perceiumg himfelfe vnable to oucrcome them by
force

;caufed a great pit-to-be-made in the night
;
the which he

H ij ouerlaid
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otierlayd with timber wellfeafoned,and couercd itouer with

earthinfuchfort,asnoman could fufpett any trench vnder-

neathit.Thenextday hee came to treat with the Barceans

vponthe fayd pit,where the Barceans on their partpromifed

topay tribute to Dtriut
, an&,*Amafis promifed on the other

partto vfe them as friends , and not to make any warre vpon
them/olong as the earth whereupon they then flood, con*

tinued.

Vpon the concluding of the league in this maner,thc Bar*

ceanscameto the campe of the Perfians, and the Perfians

went into the citie,thegateswherofwerefet open vnto them*.

Butfuddenly he caufed the timber to be pulled away , and Co

the earth funke downe to the bottome of the pit, wherupon

the Perfians fell immediatly to facking of thecitticj aswho
would fay,they were difchargedoftheirpromifc,becaufe the

earth there was not in like cafe as it was at the time that the

peace was fworne.

The Flemings vfed the like cautell tocouer their periuriej

foratfuch time as the king of England dealt with Jaques of

^trteuil,to get the Flemingsto take his part,whereunto they

would haue condefcended, but for the oth which they had

made to thekingofFrance.To ftriftoffthis oath,and to clokc

their periurie,/*?*/« aduifed the king ofEnglandto proclaime

himfelfe kingofFrance,and to beare the armsofFrance quar-

tered with the arms ofEngland,to the intent it mightbe faidr

that their bearingofarmes was in the behalfc ofthe king of

France . Which thing when the king ofEngland had done,

they turned to his fide,without making any flay..

And wee mufi"not thinke it ftrange , that fome to main-

line their errour doe very vnaduifedly alleage this Pro-

uerbe (poken in Latine by Letois the eleuenth, That he which

There is great can n° skill to diflemble , can no skill to reigne -

r as who-

difference Ln.wouldfay, that all difsimulation were deceit : but there is

twixtdifsimu- a gL
.

eat fealt of difference betwixt them • for difsimula-

ceVtfuincrTc IT

r

tion corameth of Wifedome, but deceit fnuourcth of Rei-

guilc. uofd the Fox . To deferable in time and p'ace 3
is great.

wifdome.
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wifdomc.lt is as much to fay , as that a man muft flrikc faile,

and apply himfelfc to the wind like a sjood pilot,& takegood

heed to the feafons.Forfometimes it oehooueth a man tobe

fterne,and fomtimcs to b e meeld, and after a fort to abay the

people,(at leafl wife fo ltbe with fome maiefty ) to heare and

fee diforders,& to put vp wrongs,without faying any thing to

them, and to fay as ^tnrigonus {aid to his fonnej Art thou
yc

-• ' V
ignorantmy fon, that our raigning is nothing elfe than a cer- buC3 kin/Gf
tainc glorious bondage ? honourable

Among the fumptuous he muftbe bountiful,and with the bondage,

modera t hee mutt vfe moderation , as ^ilci^iades could well

skill to doe, who by applying himfelfe vntothe behauiorsof

all men, and to the cullomesof all nations, did purchafe to

himfelfe th eir friend lhi p. Srwr«/plaicd thedifard, tothein-

tent that men fhould haue no miltruft ofhim, nor be priuie to

the greatnefle of his courage . den is in not punifhing a cer-

taine fouldicr out ofhand, that had denied him the vefTell of

S. %emyy did wifely , for feare ofa mutinie among the men of

warre ; but yet he punifhed him afterward , howbeit after a

barbarous fafhion, in that he (lew him with his owne hand.

L iv;/ the elcucnth did now and then heare himfelfe i\ fpoken

of,and wifely diilembledit. Such difsimulation is needful 1 for

aking,andisexpre(Tcdin the firftbookeof the Iliads of Ho-

mer , vnder the perfon ofCktlcdi the foothfayer , who durft

not tell the truth before king Agamemnon, nor from whence
the plague proceeded that was as then inthecampe ofthe

Greeks, vntill yCchtlles had vndertaken to warrant him*

For when a king (quoth he ) is angrie
,

although hee

make no outwaid countenance thereof, but diflTcrnble it

for the prefent time , yet will he not faile to be auenged af-

terward.

When anygreat andprincely perfoliage ,
Jtonfiml

Js (lird to choltr be it nerefofmall^

Thoughfor the prefent hefupprcfe his rag*,
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Yet in his heart the heat therofat all

Abateth not $ rw mnke ofjleepe canfall

•

. Within his eies^vntili he doe ejpie

Connenient means to be revenged
ty.

It is another maner of thing to pretend to be a man o£

honeftie, and to promife that which he intendeth not to

performe,for that is called guile or deceit,and not dilsimula-

A prince is tion. I know well that a prince for want of aduifement and
not to keepc Conh*deration,™ay make fome oth which it were" much bet>

raaXbyorfi,
ter for him to breaks than to keepe. As for example, Herod

if it be againft at the feaft of his birth-day, fware that he would giue his.

the duuc be* daughter whatfoeuer me would aske randlhe by hirmo-

tlicrs counfel1 ' asked the head ofS.U* SaUifi.The kingbe-

ing fory that lie' had fworne , but yet daring not faHifie his

othjcaufed his head to be fmittenofT. But had hebiua good

man,he would in that cafe haue broken his oth . For in fwea-

ring to giue her any thing of how great value foeuer it were,

he meant not togiue hir the life of any good man . And aW
though h e had fo|faid,yet was not the oth to haue bin of any

value or effect, being made againft good, behauior . For the

vow that is made againft vpright and nift dealing,is no vow at

all,neither ought it in any wife to be kept or pcrformed.In all

cafes where two incoueniences offer thefelues,alway the lead

is tobechofen. And therfore he mould haue anfwered the

fairelady,as ^£g?fiU:u anfwered a friend ofhis, that charged

him with his promifein an vnreafonable thing that he deman-

ded • who-refufing tograunt his recjueiT,£tid,Ifthe thing that

you require be rightful, I promifed it jifit be vnrightful,! pro-

At ubieft" mifeditnot. And when it was replied that a prince oughtto
ougtk not to

p C1
.r3rme whatfoeuer he promifethmo more (quoth he)than

th?nrzkhm* fuhieft ought to demaund any thing thatis vnreafonable.

vcreafoiiable. Herod therfore was no vao re bound by his gencrall promife,

todeliuerlcfe Bapttfii
t
hcad } than Jtgeto was to deliuerhis

Wife to his friend (Arifon^\Ah pretence ofhis oth.For An-
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ficn being in loue with the vvifcofw^j^f^a woman of exc el-

lent beautie, found this fraud to get hir out of hir husbands

handsrHepromifed xAgerwtogiu.c him any one thing that lie

would chufe of ail that euer he had, praying him to doe the

like for himagaine. Agetns not miltrulting that \Ariflm being . \
a maried man, would haue left his owne wife to take another

mans,agreed to his requefl: and iw^XQit. Arijlon difcharged his

owne promifc out ofhand j and when it came to his turne to

make r.is dcimund,he required the wife of^getus^who ther-

upon'affinfiedjthat his meaning was to giue him any thing fa-

uing hir. NeuerthelelTe,although he was thus circumuented,

yet deliucred he hir for his oths fake,making more account of

hisoth,thandid acertaine Romaneihthe like cafe 5 who ha-*

uing f.vornc that he would neuerput away his wife , did put

hir away afterward being taken in adultnejhowbcit not afore

he had obtained adifpenfationof hisoth,atthe hands ofthe

emperor yefpaji<w.Which things ferue well to (hew, in what

efhmation an oth was had in time paft,feeing thatmen would
performs it, notwithftandingthat they were beguiled in the

making therof. Much Idle then is he to be excufed , which Themm that

hauing aduifedly and vpon good deliberatio,granted a thing, granteth ad-

doth falfifie his promife, vnder colour that it is againfl: the be- m^ ]Y

nefit ofhisrealme.True it is that (as Cicero faith in his books
i^*°dclibcr

,

ati-

ofduties)ifa man be drawne by deceit, or driuen by feare,to on, ought nor

makeany promife,h eis difcharged therof 5 but orherwifehe to bi cake his

ought to keepc it.And he fhall find that his affaires fhal prof- Prcmi^*

per better by keeping touch, than by vfing deceit; which ill-

befeemeth all men, and chiefly thofe that are ofgreatefl cal-

Jing.For (as faith Thu cidides ) deceit is alwaies more foule and 1

(hamefull, than violence -

y
becaufe violence is wrought by a

kind of vertue, and by authoritie ; but deceit proccedcth of

•very malice and mifchieuoufnefle.

H wj CHAP.
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CH AP^XIII.

of Truth.

Or as much as I haue fpoken offalfhood and

deceit, againft the whichMer curie the great

oppofeth truth 5 to the intent we may be the

more prouoked to keepe our faith, and to

performe our promifes : This place inui-

teth me tofpeake a word ortwaineby the way in commen-

dation of Truth, the which TUto termeth,The wcl-fpring

ofall good things. For as Tlato faith in his Timaeus, Like as

without being , there is no generation j fo without Truth,

there is no faithfulneiTe. And therefore Vauid doth ordi-

narilie take Truth for that lame ftedfaftnefle which we
haue in keeping our promife, which wee call Faithfullnefle.

My meaning is not to (peak here ofthe original ttuth,for that

refteth alonly inGod,accordingly as our Lord told the lews,

That he was the light and the truth.And this truth cannot be

known ofany, but only ofthe father ofTruth , who is thee-

uerlafting God,asfaith Origen.Vov none but the father know-

eth the fon , nekh er doth any butthe fonne know the father.

And Mzrcurie in his chapter of Generation, faith, That
the truth is a thing vncumbered, vnvvithered, vnpainted,vn-

diiguifed, vnmovable,vnueiled, apparant, comprehenfibleof

it felfe,vnchangeably good,and fpirituahWherin the antient

Philofophers agree with vs,faying thatwe haue but a fhadow

oftheTruth^c that the pure Truth is in heauen.Truth(faith

.

M-ndndcr)is an inhabitant ofheauen , and dwelleth with the

gods. And the Perfians worflupped a great God , which in

Ibodyrefembled the light, andinfoule the Truth , aswho.

would fay, that God was hglit and Truth . Therefore of

all the things that are on earth, none (as faith Mercurie in

the xv.ofhis'Pirrwnder) can be called truth, but only an imi-

. tatioa
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ration ofthe truth. And whe the wit recciueth influence from

aboue,then doth it imitate the truth : for without inworking

from aboue,it abideth in vntruth j like as the fhape of a man
in a painted tablc,reprefentcth a very bodie,but is not a body-

indeed as the eyeimagineth it to be,info much that although

itfeemevenly to haue eyes and eares,yctit neither feeth nor

heareth at all : euen fo the things that men behold with their

eies are but leafingsiMen beare themfelues on hand thatthey

fee the truth,but in very deed they be but lies. Fortruth can-

not be vpon earth j but yet it may be,thatfome men to whom
God hath giuen power to fee diuine things,do vnderftand the

truth: howDeitjthat is notthe truth offpeaking and vnderftan-

dingthingsas they be indeed . For the very truth is the foue-

reigne Good,and true things are the effects thereof, which

are theoff-fprings or imps of truth. Info much that the truth,

which remameth withvs in this world, is but a counterfliapc

and fhadow ofthe very truth,the which we follow when wee
forbeare frawd,lying,and deceit,and proceed ingood& faith-

full dealing, truth,and loialticjaccordingto this faying of the

PfalmiftjThe works ofGods hands are truth and vpnghtnes,

thatistofay,Faithfulneile ; his commandements are made in

truth,that is tofay,inlubftantiall FaithRilneiTe : which kepeth

truth euermore,thatis to fay, which alwaies keepeth promife.

The beginning ofhis word is Truth, that is to fay, his word is

a grounded ftaBlenelfe . And 111 another place, All thy com-

maundements(faythhe}beTruth.For(asfayth Vindar)to be f0 ictYUe $
true ofheartisthegroundandfoundationofall vertue. And the beginning

therefore /</praieth God,notto take the word of Truth of all Veit.ue.

out ofhis mouth.And in the fourteenth Pfalmehe fayt^hus,
Lord who fhall dwell on thy holy hill ? he that dealethiuftly

with hisneighbourymd fpeaketh the truth from his heart,and

bcareth true \\ itnelTe.Wherein we haue to confider,thathee-

match eth Righteoufnefle and Truth together,as who would
fay,he eftcemeth a foothfaft man to be a righteous man, and

a righteous man to bee a foothfad man
5
and hardly indeed

canthey be feuered>according to this faying ofDanid, in the
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.1 19 Pia!ine,Thou had comrnaunded vprightnelTe and truth

aboue all things. Thoufhakhauefolke at thy commaunde-

ment,becaufe of thy meekenci7e,vprightne(Te,and truth.The

kings throne that iudgeth fa!ke with truth, (hall be ftabliflied

for eucr . AndsJomon in his Proueibsfayth, That he which

{pcaketh the truth,vttereth righteoufnefle . And in another

place he faithjThatmeeldnefie and truth, vphold and main-

Tbe mainte
ta *ne a ^np* When councelied Mofes to disburden

nance of iu- himfclfe ofthe paine of iudging perticular cafes, headuifed

fticc depen- him to chufe fuch men as were wife, true of their word , and
ddh vpon fearing God 5 as who would fay', that the maintenance ofin-

ilicedependedVpon truth.After which maner, Marcus J€vim

relius. faid,Thatiaan honeft woman,truth& chafhtie ought

to be matched togither 5 and it was neuer feenc but the wo
The woman man that was true ofword,was alfo chaft$and that the liarwas

tba: istruect fildome chaft.Andas fariaMefa waswonttofayjtisnolefle
wordjisalfo fhamefor women that are come of good honfesto be liars,

chaft,
t jian tQ ^e ynQhafaSicrates would that a prince mould aboue

all things be true of his word , to the end that his bare word

misrht be more efteemed than another mans oths.And Cicirio
in one ofhis orations laith,That he which (hnnketh from the

Truthisafuf- truth,will paffe as little to forfweare himfelfe,astomakealie.

fcientde- >^nd in anotherplace hefaith, that truth is of fo great might,

fcif-

C
^°

hlir
" tnat ir cannot be vanquished by any fubtiltie or wilmeiTc

vvhatfoeuer : and that it is a fufflcient defence to it felfe,

though it haue no man oflaw to plead for it . Eurifides faith,

That the word oftruth is plaine, and needeth no interpreter.

AndSdornon faith,that the lip oftruth is eucr fteadie,but the

toung of falfhood iseuer variable. In all thy works let the

word oftruth goe before thee ( faith thefon of Sirach, in his

third chapzcr^Titbagoras faid,That when we exercife truth,

we follow the foot-fteps of God . TUto in his fift bookeof

Laws, faith , That truth is theguid to all goodne(Te,be it to-

wards God,or towards man j 6k: that whofoeuer wil be happie,

,
mult be partaker therof 5 and thatby that means, he fhall be

.Worthie to bz belecued -

}
and contrariwife,that he flial be vn-

woithie



The cJutie ofMagiftrats. 1 07
frorthie of credit, which loueth to lie . He that Bare the of- The eftiman,

ficeof lord chiefe iufticein jEgypt, did weare an image °f
°fot/cii^T

truth hanging at his bieft j which image oftruth, was had in hadvnto
lingular eitimation ofthe DrmdesiXfo. The men of old time trurh,

painted their God Tan with two faces,meaning thereby that

he had skill both ofgood and cuill,of truth and falfhood, ta-

king the face on the rorpart to rcprefent truth,the which they

painted faire,beautirul,and amiablejand the face on the back-

part to betoken falfhood,the which they portraied foule, llfa-

uored,and ouglie,like vnro a Goar,or fome other brute beafiv

of purpofe to ibew the difference tliat is betweene truth and I

vamtth .

v

CHAP. xinr.

Of Religion,and Supcrftitio'nr

N handling the fore-laid queftion C&

well difculTed byCicero in his books-

ofDuties, andwell debated among,

fuch as haue to deale with matters

of ftate. 1 haue told you heretofore

that Mackiauell held this erromous

opinion, That a prince was ofnecef-

fitie to deale contrane to fauhful-

nelTe and Religion, for the maintenance of his eftate . Of
Faithfulnefle I hauefpokenfufficietalreadiernovvremaineth

to enquire of Religion , becaufc in fome refpe&s it is an ap-

pendant ofour difcourfe,or to fay truly, all that euer we haue

treated ofhitherto, and all that euer we fhall treat ofhereaf-

ter,dcpedeth vpon that.For itis tliering-leaderofal venues,

<k as the but wherat al they do flioot,without the which^nei-

ther prince nor any other perfon whatfoeuer,canbe wife,vgr-

tuQus,cr happy,Or do any thingthat fhalbe ought-worth ; but

religion isofit fcifebehoffui& profitable to al thing, as faith
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Nothing canS.TW in his epiftle to Timatbie. Fork is vnpofsiblc that

hisftatc with
an^ °^z^e tmnSs which are in nature,fhould continue in their

out calling being and ftate, without calling vpon God,confidering that it

vpon God. is through his fauour and goodneflfe that all things abide in

their perfection, as Vhih faith in his third booke of the life of

Mofes, In fo much that agouernourofpeople,cannothauc a

* greater good thing in this world,nor a thing more befeeming

his maiefi:ie,than Religion ^ and that it is the greateft honour

that can be for him,to Hand in aw ofGod : th e which dutievn
tereth it felfe ingodlinelTe and religion.For thereby he hono-

reth God,and is honored of God,and hath an entrance into

all vertues.

The fame author expounding Genefis, faith, that by the

tree of life is betokened the greateft of all vertues, namely

GodlinefTe,the which maketh thefoule immortall . Where-
vnto accordeth S.^iml?rofe

3m th e fixt ofhis Epiftles,where he

fayth,thatthe tree of life is the root ofgodlinefle, and that to

doe due honour and feruice to our Lord and God, is the verie

fubitance ofour life . And Mercuric faith,that by Religion,

man is replenished with allgood things,and made to abound

in heauenly vnderitandjng.

Theemperour Theodofim was woont to fay, thatby Religi-

on,peace is maintained,and enemies in war time put to flight.

Whofoeuerthen will attaine to vertue,and to the fouereigne

good,cannot come to it but by Religion, and by feeking it at

Gods hand,whohathpromifedtograunt vs whatfoeuer wee
askewithagoodheart,foitbenghtrull.For God liketh well

God is nerc offuch as callvpon him with a true heart, (faith D«uid in the

vnto them hundred and foure and fortecth Pfalme)bringeth to palle the
that ca

^
v
_P
on defircs ofthemthat feare andloue him

;
heareth their cries,

true hearf

3
âuetn them,and kcepeth them. Hee that loueth God(fayth

Ecclefiafticus)lhall be heard when hepraieth tor his finnes,fo

as he fhall abftaine fromthem,andhefbal be heard in his dai-

lypraier.

And as Plat0 fayth in his fourth booke of Lawes , A good

man ought thatmm to bee, which (hall offer faenfice vnto

God,
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God,and be prcfent at the diuine ceremonies, and there Is

not any thing morcbcautirull,morc expedient,more behoof,

ful to a happic life , nor more befeeming a man , than to giue

himfelfe to the feruing of God, and to the making of oblati-

ons,praiers, and fuppUcations vnto God,And the fame TUtt Mans welfare

faith in his Thectetus, That mans felicitie confifteth in Reli- confitteth in

gion to Godward , which is the greateft vertuc that can be R»c l 1S,on«

among men . And as faith Xcnofbon in his firft booke of the

trainment of cirus y It is caller to obtaine any thing at the

hand either of God or of man, by honouring them in our

profperitie, than by praying and fuingvnto them in our ad-

uerfitie . Now then, in treating ofvertues,it bchoueth vs ( as

faith Umbluhfu infpeaking ofmyfterics) to begin at the beft

and molt pretious,which is Rcligionand the feruice of God,

a naturall propertic(as faith TV#r/w)that is incident to al men,

and is ellentiall in man.Religion and godlinefle are wcl neere

both onc.For godlincs,as faith Mercuric the gre;»t,is nothing a definition

els buttheknowledgeofGod^and Religion isthe knowledge of Religion,

ofthe ceremonies belonging to the worlhip of God.Vlutarch

faith in the life of Panlw ^emtltw, That Religion is the skill

how to feme God.And Cicero in his Rhetonkc faith, That it

is thebnn2;cr of the ceremonies concerning the things that

belong to the God-head jfb as there is no great difference be-

twixt the one and the other. According to Feftiu Tomfe'w, .

We call thofe Religious , which can skill what is to be done,

and what is to be left vndone.Godlincffc then or Religion, is

the feruice which we do vnto God in worshipping him asal-

togithergood , almightie, and the author and creator of all

thmgs.In this acknowledgementdid Abelmikc his offerings,

and Emi begin to call vpon God . Afterward Mefes brought

the law ofGod to the children ofI(rael,writtenin two tables,

wh erofthe firft concerneth Religion & the honor that ought *

to beyeelded vntoGod j and the other concerneth ourdutic

towards our neighbour, commaunding vs to beleeue in God
only ,to louc him with all our heart, to worfhip. him only and

none other,to giue no honourtoany thing wrought by mens
hands
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hands ; nor to any other creature, but only to theliuing God
$

to forbeareto take his name in vaine by (wearing by it, and
much more by forfwearing ; and to take one day ofreil in the

weeke to dedicate the fame vnto God , and to ceafe from all

worke,and to intend to the feruing ofhim , And fecondly he
commaundeth vs to honor our father and mother,to abitaine

frommurther,theft,{alf-witnefsing,whoredome , and the co-

ueting ofany thing whatfoetier.Novvwe find thatnotonly the

Ifraelits,( who had the law written ) but alfo the heathen

which had it not,did wholly obferucir,as we fhall fee by this

difcourfe, chiefly in the cafe of Religion . We fee what is

written therof,by fuch as had not the kowledge of God re-

uealed vnto them,as namely howdiuinely the great Menu-
tie hath written thereof , and how his Pimander reuealeth

wonderful i fe.crets vnto him , which are fo conformable to

our mifteries , that they feeme to be drawne outof thefame

fountaine . Andthe thing that is moil: wondcifull , is tfiat he

fpeaketh of the . three psrfons, as if he had bin inftrucled

thereof, by the writings ofthegoipell, and fpecially of the

wifdome,whom he calicth the fonne of God,to whom he at-

tributed! the creating of all tilings, according to that which
Sjebn faith therof in the beginning of his Gofpell.Next vn-

toMmrar/Vjfolloweth Plate, who for that caufe is called the

diuine. And after themhaue followed many other Philofb-

phcrs,as is to be feen by their writings,& by the things which

S.sftiftinof Eugubie hath painfully gathered into his books'

which he hath made of continuall Philofopliie.The Sabmes

worflijpped God in three perfons>namingdhe one Holie , the

other Fidius, and the third S emipater. And in their oths they

did commonly put Fidius inthe^middeft , as who would fay,

th at vnder thatname they coprehended althe three perfons,

wherofcame theirgreat oth ofMe-Mus {idius. Numa Vompil'm

king ofRomanes, was not ofopinion that there were fo ma-

ny gods as he himfelfe forged, after the example of others

:

For he wrote againil fuch vngodhnefle , which books being

found
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? found after his death were burned by commaundefnettt of

the Senate, as contrarie to the worftupping of many gods,

which follie there was noway as then to put out of their

heads ; wherein Numa did verieill, in that lie had leuerto

fheke to the Superfhtion of the multitude, than to tell them
his mind without difsimuIation,howhemade idols,neuerthe-

lefle the people were forbidden to beleeue that God had the

fhape ofbeaft orman j infomuch that in thofe firft times,thcrc

was not in Rome any image ofGod,either painted,carued,or
caff in mould . And for the fpace ofthe firft fix hundred

threefcore and tenyeares,they builded vp temples and chap-

pels t^ their gods, but there was not in them any image or fi-

gure ofGod; as who would fay, they thought it facriledge to

iiaue the mind to refemble or liken the Godhead to earthly

things,confidering that it is not in any wifepofsible to attainc

to the knowledge of the Godhead,otherwife than by means

of the,vnderftanding. And that was agreeable to the doctrin

of Tit hagorasjxho was of opinion, that the firft caufe was af-

ter a fort coneciuable in vnderftanding , but yetvttcrly in-

lafifeleand vncoriuptible.

.

As touching an oth, I hauealreadiemewedinwhateftima- of Swearing-

tion it was among the models , and how they abhorred per- and cf Oihs.

iarie,to our great fhame.Forfurely to take God to witneflein

aliens a vehe great wickedneiTe.

And as touching the taking ofone day in the wceke, to Of thefabbat

rerpit both men and beafts from worke and trauell, Hefiodus

the antient Poet commaundeth it in his booke of Workes
and Daies; and TUte faith in his booke of Lawcs, that the

gods pittying men, lcaft they fhould ouer-worke themfelues, .

haue giuen them a releafe of their labor^by leauing them ho-

li-daies ordained intheir honor . Thus ye fee how many of

the men of old time , at the beginning of the law of nature,

did well enough prachfe the law ofGod , had not the deuilL

thrown them into the wretched <Sc abhominable fin ofidola-

tne,andthat fome certaineperfonshadnot turned al 1 vpfide

downeby the lnucmion ofidols, as is written in the xii) and

xiiij
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kilij chapters of the booke of Wifdorae.For that hatli caufed

men to dc wholly giuen to earthly things,bearing thcmfclues

on hand , that an image madeby mans handwas their God,
and therefore worfhipping it as God, by offering facrifices

of bcafts vntoit, as though it tooke plcafure in the fmokic

fent ofthe multitude ofburnt offerings , and had needofox-

en,goats,and fliecp.Butinthe end,God fending hisowne fon

into the world, hath made vs to know that which many pro-

phets,and efpecially DahM in his fiftcethand three and fif-

teeth Pfalms hath faid,namely , That the true facrifice is to

praifc the true and inuifible God , to ye eld him thanks forall

his benefits, to liftvp our minds vnto him , to pray vnto him
with all deuotion and humilitie,and tooffer vnto him in faerie

ficc, a pure and cleane heart , adornedwith feare and obedi-

ence,according to this faying of S.PW, Thatwe muft offer

vntohimaliuinghoftjthatistofay, our bodies without fre-

mi(h,andas phiU faith , Can there be found a goodlier facri-

fice, than the foulc that is well minded towards God ? Who
fhallgoe vpinto the Lords hill , but he that is of pureand

cleane heart,confideringthatnothe which faith Lord, Lord,

but he that doth theLords will, fhal enter into the kingdomc

ofheauen? For, as Terfus faith, Whenwe bring vntoGod
from the clofetofourfoule,holinelle, andfromthe bottome

ofour heart,a pure and obedientmind,and a mceke affection

fcafoned with goodnelTe,vertue,and honcftie , then maywe
!x>ldly offervp our praiersand facrificesvnto him 5 but other-

wife it bchoueth vs tobe well ware that we prefumc not vn-

to him.For the facrifice of the wicked is lothlbme vnto God,

faith Salomon . And p/*/* in his fourth booke ofLawes, faith,

That God acccpteth not , ne regardeth not the gifts of the

wicked,and that theirpains inthat belialfe , are invainc 5 but

thaton the contrarie part,he doth wilknglic receiuc the gifts

ofthe holie.And as Philo faith in his third booke ofthe life of

MofeJ,lfthe perfon that offercth be euill and vnrighteous,his

facrifices are no facnfices,his halowed things are vnholie,and

Jiisprayers turne to the contrarie,procuring him misfortune in

{lead
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(Iced ofgood.This honouring ofGod with heart and mind,

we call Godlines,and Religion,which is the meane betweene
vngodlinefle(wherofalonly we ought not to make mention)

and Superftition. OfReligion and Superftition, Cicero in his

third bookeofthc Nature of the gods, fpeaketh in this wife:

Ourwor(hipping(faith he)with a purc,cleane, found, and vn-

corrupted mind and voice.For not only the Philofophers,but ofSuperfti-

alfo our anccftors haue fcperated religion from fuperftitio.For tion.

fuchaspraiedalltheday, that their children might ontliue

them,\verc called fuperftitious 5 and they that were diligent

in doing the things that pertaine vnto the worlhipping ofthe

gods,were called Religious.Ofthe word ^/jg/e(which figni-

neth tobind-ouer, becaufc Religion bindeth men to the per-

formance oftheir dutie towards God.) And fo ofthe i). things

betokened by the two words ofReligion & Superftition,mcn

hauemade the one a vice,and the other a ycrtue. So then,we
call thofe fuperftitious, which are ouer-religious , and leauing

the true vfe of the praiers that are to be made vnto God, doe

bufiethemfelucsinbabling, and in requiring vaine things at

his hand,as thofe fi I lie foul es did,which cealTed not to be un-

portunat vnto God, that their children might furuiue them,

whofefodomg,hath giuen vnto their faulne religio thename
of Superftition ; whereto full many dogiucthemfelues at this

day, pratling vnceflantly vnto God, not knowing what they

aske,notwithftanding that our Lord hath commaunded vs to

fceke Gods lungdome and righteoufnciTe
,
promiilng that all

temporall thingsfhal be added as an incometoour praier,and

inioining vs as a pattern ofpraieng,to fay thepraier that euery

man hath in his mouth,namely,theLords praier 5 wherein our

onlyfpeech is ofthe honoring ofGod, andourpraieng is for

the forgiuenes ofour fins, for ftrength to withftand them, and

for our ordinarie food. Generally we terme all thofe fuperfti-

tious,which ofa misbeleefe,are aftonifhed at euery extraordi- Superftirion

nary thing that tli ey fee.For as Tlutarch fayth in the life of*A- flipperh down

Ux mder^ Superftition droppeth downe continually into the
l

ûf^^
S

hearts ofthem that are caftdownandouerwhelmedof feare, cuerAheln-.ed

1 as withieaiel
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as for example , thofe that are afrighted at the eclipfeofthe

fun or the moone , at the howlingof woolues, at the noife of

theScricch-oule, or of the night-rauen , or at the flying of

certaine birds,and fuch other like things.In all the which the

Romanes were too too fuperftitious,as is to be feene by a pro-

cefsion of theirs, wherin they caufed the Reliks of their

gods to bee borne vpon-barrow.es on horfe-backe through

thecitie ; wherein becaufe the Carter had taken.die horfe

by the reine with his left hand,they appointed the proceftton

to be begun new againc. Andfometimes for one pooreflie,

that is to fay, for a thing of nothing, they made fome one fa*

ci rfice to be begun twentie or thirtie times. Some of the men
ofold time tearmed this maner of dealing an exact Righte-

ousnefle, and we call it a fond and foolifh Superftitiousnefle

;

howbeit that wee mufr needs confeile , that together with

thofe ceremonies of theirs,(fuchas they were) they hadRe-
ligion alfo in lingular reuerence and efhmation $ infomuch

that they would rather doe againfl: their lawes, thanfalfific

their oth,becaufc they deemed it a hainoufer matter to of.

fend God,than to offend man. So deeply had they Religion,
Where the

(tnat IS t0 fay The loue and feare ofGod)imprinted in their
feaic of God 1 - »

^ J 1
,

wanteth thz
hearts, without which,a prince or.a common- wealc can neuer

reahr.c mult profper. For(as MachUuel faith in the firft booke of his dif-

need* deca/. courie,a little better than hefpeaks in his booke of a Prince)
whefoeuer the fear ofGod once failcth , needsmuft the king-

dom decay.Taul comandeth vs to honor the king,becaufe he

YZ^r hath his power of God. Now ifwe ought to honor the king

in refpeftjofthepower whiehhe hath from God,what ought

the king himfelfe to doc,to whom-God is fo gratious , as to

place him in that dignirie , . and to make fo many men obedi*

eutvnto him > Certes feeing he is the image ofGod,theleaft

that he can doe is to lift vpthe eiesof his mind to behold
him whom hereprefenteth,&toworfliipthat heauenly mir-

ror, wherin by looking on himfelfe,he muft needs behold the
goodnefle and maicftie ofGod.S.i<^» cbrifojiome writing vp-
on thefe words ofGenefis ; God made man after his otone image.

and
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dni likenejfifaith, it is meant ofthe image offoueraigntic. For

like as God commaundeth allmcn,fo man commaundeth all

thcliuing things that God hath put into this world. A prince Princes com*

commaundeth all inferiorpcrfons, andGod commaundeth ^do^
the prince. p"

inc£
Which thing Dautdacknowledging in the 1 1 8 Pfalm/aith

that he praifed the Lord feuen times a day.He had good flore

ofbufineiTe to doe , but yet could they not turne him from

the feruingof God. As proud and high minded a prince as

great Alexander was,yet thefirll thing that he did euerie day

after he was vp,was to doe facrifice to the gods , There haue

bin few princes, which haue not at leaft wife pretended to be

religious,or bin religious indeed . But there is as much diffe-

rence betweenethe one and the other,as there is betweeene

truth and vntruth,or betweene the foule and the body . Yet
notwithflanding feeing that they which haue not any zealeof A prince can

rchgion,cannot fbrbeare tire pretence therofytdeclareth vn- not fbrbeare

to vSjthat religion is a thing moil requifit for the maintenance
RcI,S,on *

of a ftatc,becaufe men are ofopinionrthar the prince which is t^>.

religiotiSjisfa guided by Gods hand,thathe canotdo amilie
j

which caufeth them to reuerence him & obay him the more
cafily. Andto fty truth, we fee , not only that kings haue bin

maintained& vphcld by religion , but alfo that princes haue
iJt^"*"]!*

obtained kingdomes and empires by religion.A s for example, to be obaye<J,

Numd the fecond king ofRomanes,bekig a Sabineborne, was

fought and fent for by the citie ofRome , to be made king of

Romansjbecaufe they faw him wholly giuen to religion, per*

fuading thefelucs that they could notfpeed amis,ifthey were
gouerned by a deuout and religious prince.Andin very deed,

it fell out according to their hope. For he did fo much,thac

that people being then barbarous , & altogither giuen to the

wars,without law & without religion , attained to that great-

neflcof ftate winch we haue feen fince,wheras it had bin vn-

pofsible for a warlik nation as that was,to haue efcaped fro vn-
doing thefelues,had they not binbridledby rcligio, the only

jncans to hold the cruelleft people ofthe world in.peace,and

I \) in
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in obedience to the Magiitrate . That was the caufe which

rnDued^/^W^tonamehirnfelfcthefonncof Jupiter. For

as Tlutarch (aith,he was not fo prefumptuous to imagine that

he was begottenofa god ; but he ferued his owne turne with

ir,to hold men vnder the yoke of obedience by the opinion

offuchdiuine nature, which heebv that means imprinted in

them,hkeasin his ceremonies alfo,he had the feat to reuiue

the foretcllings ofhis foothfaiersrwhich thing he fhewedfpe-

cialle at thefiegeofTyre.For wheras his foothfaier had ami-

red ium that he mould take the citie before the end of that

prefent month,and euery man laughed at it,becaufc it was the

h:tdayofthemonth,andthe citiewas impregnable: heput-

tmg all his forces in areadinesforthe afTault, made proclama-

tion that that day fhould be reckoned but for the 28 day of

themoneth,& yetnotwithstanding gaue prefent afTault to the

citie,and wan it out ofhand,contranetohis hope. The empe-

ror Charles the flft,vfed the like feat,whe he aniucd at SIa*-
renews inProuince.Forheconfideredthatit was the 1/ ofluly

which is SJames day : andbecaufe he had landed in Affirike

the fame day twelue-month,theyeare before, he made great

vaunt ofhis fortunat and happy lucke and handfell,in arriuing

the fune day in France ,
faying that his voiage wasmiracu-

Joufly guided and directed by the will of God, the difpofer

andordererof humane affairs 5 and that as on the likedayhfr

had put tlieTurketo flightat Argier,fohee hoped to doe as

much to the French king,through the direction andfauor of

God,feeing they were arnuedin France on the fame day,and

vnder thefame headX^^r/^madeliimfelfegreatby im-
bracing the Chnftian religion, as the Ecclefiafhcall hiftorie

wknefleth vnto vs. The thing that ferued Tepins turne molt,

was that he was reported to be rehgious,andbeloued ofreligi-
ous men,becaufe he had caufed the churches to be reedifled,

which had bin beaten down by the Sarzins^and had recalled

the bifhopsof Remes& Orleans in their fees, fro which they
had bin put by his father

5 and had reftored the tenths to the
clergie,that CharIs Martsi had take away,& *iuen to his men

of
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ofwarre. And to compafle his enterprife with the more cafe,

he helped himfelfc at his need with Religion, that is to fay

by the Pope , without whom he had come fhort of his pur-

pofe.Forthe Pope difpenled with the Frenchmen for their

oth which they had made to dnlderik > & comming himfelfe

perfonably into France, did put the realme into Vefins hand

:

Which thing the Frenchmen hadneuer agreed vnto , as our

hiftories beare witnefle , if it had not bin vnder th e cloke of

Rehgion,andby authoritieofthe partiewhom they deemed

to haue power to difpence with mens confeiences. The fame

Religion made Charlemaine emperour, and diucrs perfons

kings ofNaples and Sicilie,by depofing the true heirs. Religi-

on gauethe kingdome of Ierulalem toGedfrejof Bulleine,

and made the Chnftians to trauell ouer feas and lands to con-

quer the holy land,vnder zcale of Religion. Vnder pretence

of Religion, and of an excommunication, the kingdome of

Nauarrewaswrongfullie feazed by the Spaniards.The kings

of P-erfia loft tjieir kingdome through difagreement in Re-

ligion 5 and the Sophy ( becaufe he was found deuout in his

Religion)recouered all that his forefathers had loft.We fee

at this (fey,how the contempt and difagreement in Religion,

lhaketh all the fhtesof Chriftcndome, and will yet/hake

themmore, if the diiTentious fpirits be not reunited againc in

the bofome of the church. S.Lois got himfelfe more gloric in

Syria and jEgypt by his holy conuerfation, than by his wars,

wherein hehad not any happie fuccelTe $ and the churches

whichwe fee of his building, doe fliew fufficiently how hce

wasgiuen to Religion. Vhdif the emperor was not fo much The bounri-

renowned for his victories , as for that after the battell of
p|

n
^^°^

Bouvincs, he builded the church of Vic~torie neer vnto Sen- the*"
lis, the which he dedicated to the virgin Marie , and after- CJcrgic.

ward did greatgood to the Clergi-men.And whe his officers

complained vnto him, of his diminifhing of his reuenuesby

enriching of the church-men 3 he anfwered,That he had re-

ceiued fo much good at Gods hand , that he could not denie

any thing to his Temples and Minifters , forthe great goods

I iij which
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which he had gotten and gained by hclpe more than hu-

mane, and eucn by the fauorof God. Butnow leauingour

chriftian hiftorics,bccaufe my chiefe intent is not to fpeak of

them,letvsread TirusLittiw, and there we fhali fee the de-

uotion that was in the Romanes of old time , and among

The dcuorion thers,the zeale ofLwaW^faa commoner, who hauing

of Luciu* M- his wagon loaden with his wife and yoong children, and with
bin-.a a Com- his mouabl es, and fleeing from the Gauls that were come tp
moner of Rome . as foonc as he efpied the Nuns ofFefta on foot, carry-

ing their holy reliks with them $
immediatly he caufed his

wife and children to come downe,andhis goods to be vnloa-

den,and lent his wagon to the virgins toridein, andtocarric

their Relikes.

Nnma Tompiliut, to the intent to make the people atten-

tiue to the ceremonies oftheir religion,made an herald togo

before the prieft that miniftrcd the ceremonies , and to crie

with a loud voice, Do this j which was a commaunding of

them to intend wholly to the diuine feruice , without inter*

mcdling any other a&ion. Thegood ladies and perfonagesof

reputation , did oft frequent the temples j and the foun-

ders of them gate great fame and renowne-amongft the

people.

Sclfk holdcn sdpio ^African was one ofthe happicft captains ofRome,and

an7For
?
one

S> keloued °^ tne PeoPlAe & men °fwar,becaufe they dee-

that confulted
IEe<^ n*m 10 ^oe^ tnings by the counfel ofGod, for thathe

. with God vp. vfed to tarry long alone in the capitoll -

7 where their opinion

on his affairs, was, that he contulted with luptter concerning the affaires

ofthe common-weale.

And generally all princes beeing of any good difpo-

firion, hauc had Religion in lingular eftimation, as wee
read by the anfwer that ^Alexander Seueru* made to certaine

Inholders ofRome , which would haue difappointed the

Chnflians of the building of a chappell to make their pray-

ers ioThe things that concerne God (quoth the emperour )
are tobc preferred before the things that concerne man , and
therefore let it befreefor the Chnftians tobuildtheir chap-

pel]
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pell to their God, who though he be vnknowncat Rome,

ought neuerthclefle to haue honour done vnto him , cuen in

refpect that he beareth the name ofGod . And fo he chofc

rather to apply the place to the woi-(hipping of G od , than to

worldly vfes.

And for himfelfe, he made it not ilrangethatthe&ifhops, The honour

in cafes belonging to their iurifdi£hon , ihould giue other thttMx&w

iud°;cmentthan he had done : as who would fay, that in mat-
SeU€rti1 Ycd-

° r n 1 1 1 i 1
de<i to li-

ters or Religion, the emperour ought to giue place to the au-
fll0ps ,

thoritie ofpriefts,nnd Biihops.

Flutarch in his treatifeofPhilofophicall difcipline, faith,

That common-weales , honour and reuerence priefts , be*

caufethey pray vnto God, not for the welfare of themfelues

and their friends and acquaintance onely, but in common
for all men ; and yet the priefls caufe not the gods to doe

vs good , but they onely call vpon them as dooers of

good.

We fee in what reuerence the Romanes had them, by Thercue-

their condemning of Cntus CotncliM a Pretor of Rome in rcncc t,1*t

a great fine , for quarrelling vniuftly with Emilm Lejridm^
™"

their high prieft. beawvnto
sAntiochu* king of Syria lying in fiege before Ierufa- Priefls.

lem, at the feaft of Tents or Boothes, gaue the Icwcs

feucn daies truce at their requeft, becaufe he would not

trouble their deuotion : and moreoucr fent an Oxe and

ccrtaine veflels of gold vnto the gate of the cine, to be offe-

red in facrifice vnto God . When Vhilif king of Mace-
donie , was about to lay fiege to Vdifitane a citie of Ma>
fia belonging to the Gothes, their priefts came foorth to

him clad all in white 5 to whom he ycelded fuch honour

and reuerence , that hce retired without doing them any

harme.

NolcfTe did ^ilexander to the high prieft of the Iewes,

notwithHanding that h e went againft him in great cholcr,and

with full purpole to haue deftroied the townc . For when
I iiij he
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.

' he faw himcome in hisprieftly ornaments and attire, he not

only relented, but alfo ftepped forth alone vnto him, with

great honour and reuerenceand worfliipped God. The fame

^Alexander hauing taken the citie of Thebes, razed it,and fold

all the citizens thereof ,
fauing only the prieftsand men of

Religion . Darius caufed an image of his to be fct vp in the

temple of rulcahe, before the image of Sefoflris j the doing

wherof VuUtns prieft withftood ,
faying , that Sefoflris had

donemo deeds of arms than Dunns , and therefore deferued

to be preferred before him ; for which free fpeech,Z>4W*j did

not theprieft any harme,but pardoned him.

StVm !ibcrall Selim emperor of the Turks being in the citie of Ierufa-
tothe Chifti- lem,didreuerence to the monuments oftheantient prophets,

to mcrfvow- And ^eit tnat ne was an cnemie to the veriename of Chri-

' cd to the fer- ftians
5
yet for all that,helettednotto giue the priefts monic

weeof God. tohndthemfix moneths, as to deuoutperfons andmenof
good life. When ^iUrik king of the Gothes had entered

the citie ofRome by force, he made proclamation by the

foundofa trumpet , that no harme mould be done to fuch as

were fled into the churches of the Apoftlesto fauethem-

felues
j
by reafonwherof, hisfouldiers touched not the religi-

ous perfons, nor theveflels which they carried with them.

Wheras Didier king ofLumbards , intending to hauefeazed

Romeintohis potfefsion afore Charlemain fliould come there,

.

fained himfclfe to haue a vow thither , by reafonwhereof he
found the gates open at his comming

5
yet notwithftanding

he durft not enter, beczufe Adrian the Pope forbad him vp-
onpaine of excommunication. And I beleeue that thefeare

which he had ofcbarlem4we
yhc]pcd him wel to the taking of

that offer. ,4ttiU had fuch regard ofPope Leo
y
that asfoon as

he had heard him fpeake.he fbrbare to go to Rome,& vtter-

Religiouf- ly left vp all Italic . Cubaon captaineof Tripo1ie,findmg him-

Kain^li^ fclfe t00 weake t0 wkhftand the Vandales
,
gaue himfelfe

I proper"
* ° ouer to Religion, andforbadhis menof warto doewrongto

any man,enioyningthem to abfhine from women and dein-

nem:ats, andgiuing them in charge that if the Vandales

happened
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happened to vnhallow any church of the Chriftians that

they rtiould doe the contraiie,and make them cleane againe.

For he told them, that if Chrift was the God of the Chriiti-

ans, as he was reported to be,he would punilhthofe that did

him wrong , and helpe thofe that didhim feruice.Whervpon

this Cabaon fent certaine of his men to follow the Vandales

inpofl, whowhenfoeuer they round any church where the

Vandales had (tabled their horfes, made it cleane againe

asfoone as they were gone out ofit.If any were poore or dif«

eafed,they gaue them alms,and( as ye would fay)did worfhip

the priefts whom the Vandales had mifufed.To be mort,all Ttie P r^cn\U

the men ofold time haue fo greatly honored prieft-hood,
pr^Motd'

that it had chiefs preheminence next vnto kings 5 andfome- hath had.,

times kings haue bin priefts , and priefts haue bin kings and

gouernors ofp eopl e . And atRom c the priefts of lupicer had

a Mace-bearer,anda chairc of eftate,as who would fay, they Priefts in old

deemed the dignitie of priefthood to be equall with the^c

t

-
p
Q

riu,Ic<i"

authoritieofaking. And theydurft not demaundanoth of f^aan cth!*

them, when they were to bearc witnede 5 as whowould fay,
0

it were no reafon to difcredit thefe in fmall things,which had

the ordering ofthe ^reateft things , and the things that con-

cerncdGod. Which thing is obferued towards our kings of

France,when they be heard vponanincjucft, for they depofe

without making any ot!i . Numa king of Romanes, would
needs be of the colledge of Bimops,which he had ordained

for the ceremonies. And the name of Kin^ abode with their

high pried, whom they called the facrihYing King , or the

king for the Sacrifices. After which maner the Athenians

alfo chofc yearly one by the name of King, who was crea-

ted butonelie for facrifiimg, and to punifh irreligious dea-

lings

cttAuun the cmperourhad the prieftly dignitie, iointly

togither with his empire, and fo had all they that were em- The cmpc-

perors after liim.For as foonQ as they were chofen, there was [£™
a
* we **

giucn vnto them the prieftly attire,and they tooke vpon them \\*
c

the title of High priefts. Which cuftome was kept vnto the Priefts.

time
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time of Grttian, who refhfed the attire when the prierts

offered itviito him,becaufe he thought it vnmeet for a Chri-

ftion to take fuch an habit vpon him , as Zofimm reporteth in

the fourth booke of his hiftorie.NeuerthelefTewe fee by the

letter which Far'ta Afefawatvnto the Senat,vpon the electi-

on of Ffeltogataltu{hatthc emperorlhip and priefthood,were

alwaies dmided afunder For thus faith he, Now (hall ye fee

xhat which your predeccflors neuer faw,namely,that the em-

peror fhall be the highprieft,and the high pried be emperor,

, fo as he fhall by faenfice reconcile vs to thegods,and by force

ofarms defend vs from our enemies.But this faying is not con-

trarie to that ofZoJimw.Vor there is great difference.between

being of thecolledge ofthe priefts,and the takingofthe dig-

nitieortitleofpriefthood in way of honour ; and betweene

dealing with the ceremonies themfelues, as thepnefts of /«-

fiter and ^'V/W,whomethey called Flamines3 and the reft

ofthe peculiar priefts ofthe other gods did : for thefe later fort

could not beare any office,oi be magiftrats . Iulius Cxfar had

the high priefthood for honours fake , and chiefly for profits

fake : but yet for all that he intended not to the adminiftrati-

onof the ceremonies,butcontrariwifewas continually occu-

pied in the warres,and abfentfrom the citie.Howbeitthat rir

Ic was not
tm rê aPan would needs exprefly haueit , to the intent hee

lawful! tor the might notkill any man, becaufe it was not lawfull for their

high prieft of high priefl: to lhead mans blood , no more than our church-

tort!e-d mans
nienmaX n°w$ which point the reft of the emperours that

Wood! carae a*cer^m °^ferued not.Therefore wheras the emperors

tooke the priefts ftole vpon them,it was inway of honour,and

not to doc the office in adminifttingthe ceremonies » Among
the Iewes,^A*nwthe high prieft was of equall authoritie with,

Mofes • and after theludges and Kings, the greateft dignitie

„ belonged to the high prieft.Among vs Chriftias alfo,the time

„ hath bene, that men haue yeelded fouereigne authoritie to

n thePope,asto thePnmat of the church
3
princes haue fub-

„ mitted tlicmfclucs to him,and not only haue honoured him as

u the cheefe miryfter ofour religion, but alfo haue receiued fe»-

uere
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ucre correction at his hand, not refufing to do openpennance „

at the BiHiops commaundement : as did the emperors Philip E 'nPcr
f

or*

and Tbeodtfiis,vnder Ftitan zn&.Amirofe bifhops , theone of ^ y

Milian,the other of Romcandfrederikthz emperour,and
P

'

C

king of Naples , howbeit that the Pope proceeded not with
"

like zeale as thcother did,but vfed more chollerthan religion
"

in his doings,as heihewed by his treading of the emperor vn-
w

der his feet, coating his vncomcly dealing with this verfe
"

of Datiid
y
rpQntheiAfptoormandthc Cockatrice/halt thottgoe,

"

and tread the lian and Dragcn\nderfoot 5 a thingfo ll-befee-
"

ming theplace that he held, that Frederit^wzs to be com-
>J

mended for his patient fuffenng of that difgrace, in the honor
99

of God and S.Peter.Rut fuch wasthe Religion of thofe daies,
99

that euerie man ran vpon him that was in the Popes disfauor.
"

When clement the fixt had excommunicated theFlemings, jhc fc2TC .

for taking pan with England contrarie to their promife and thac wen had

oth,there was not fo much as one priefttobe found in all the of excommu-

whole countrie,thatduill fay mafle,or fay lVruice. Uhn king "^t

s

'°"

ft

m

of England feeing himfclfe excommunicated for the tenths

that he had taken mto his hand,and perceiuing that the world
*

went worfe and worfe with him , was faine to call: himfelfe
'

downeat the feet of the Popes legat, at whofc hand , af-

ter much intreatance , hercceiued the crowneasa great be-
"

nefit a fix daies aftcr,with charge to reftore the tenths which
'*

he with held,and the church-fruits 5 Which charge he put in
"

execution, withpenll ofthe lofle ofhis kingdome . For the
99

poor commons which were compelled to beare that lofTe/el
9>

to.rebelling againfl him. The like fubmifsions haue bin made,
55

not only among vs,but alfo among the InfidelsJor it is repor-
"

ted that when Berculet had killed his own childre& his hoft,

he was purged& aflbiled thcrof,by the pnefts & myfteries of

the goddelle CeresAnd ^idraflm who had killed his own bro-

ther vnawares,was purged <3c afloiled by Crefits king ofLydia,

whotook vpon him to deale in fuch rec6ciliations,becaufe he
was religious, and addicted to the fond ceremonies of thofe

times. Alfo wc read that a prieft commaunded Ltfandcr?

king
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king ofLacedemon, to tell and declare vnto him the greatcfl;

Theanuver ftn that euer he had committed . But Lifancier being more

apne^thnt
0
fubul1 than fPlcc

-con{
*

d^ ,
clefired the prieftto tell him

would haue whether he required it of him by the commaundement of

hadhimto thegods, orof his owne authorities When the prieft had an-
confcHc bis fwered him, that it was at the commaundement ofthegodsj
fia vdco him.

Wlthdraw your feIfc then ( quoth he ) a whileout of the

temple,and I wil tell it them,ifthey aske n.Zofmus reporteth

inhishiftorie, that while Conflan tine the great was yet no

Chnftian , he would haue bin purged by the high-priefts of

the Painims , for his murthenng of his wife and his fonne
j

and that when they refufed to doe it, he became a Chriftian,

vpon report of a Spaniard,who gauehim to vndeiftand, that

the Chriftian Religion wiped away all forts of Cm . But this

Zoftmm fpeaketh like a clerke ofarms , and like an enemie to

our Religion,not knowing with how great difcretionpenitents

arereceiuedintothebofomeof the church, as wemayfeein
many treatifesofS.O^mff.

Nicefhorns in his feuenth booke difproueth thofe that lb

report , vnto whom I referre my felfe, concerning the caufe

thatmoucd Conflantine to take vpon him the Chriftian rcli*

gion,becaufe it is a thing notably knowne to all men.For inaf-

Pridc vnJo- much as Religion bringeth with it humilitie, andlowlinefle

cth Religion, ofheart
5
pride and oucr-weening doe vtterlie defeat it , as

we read of king 0/fo,who was punilhed with a leaprofie, for

prefumingtooner facrificeto God 5 and likewifeof Dathan,

choree, and ^£hir on > whom the earth fwallowed vp aliue.

The danger Concerning the touching ofthe things dedicated to the tem-
t-hac hangcth pie, we fee what befell to ManaJfeSjand^fmon Jungs of Ieru-

dring'of

t0U" falemj3nd to Nalugodono^er king ofJBabilon , and diuers o-

things dedi- thers. And as touching theforfeking of the true Religion,

caccdtochur. wee know the euill end that befell to ^ichal
,

Ochofi^y

cIlcs
' and ofea* kings of Samarb.Now feeing that true Religion is a

^ d

o«ffie Soodly tllinS' needs ' muft Hipocrifie and falfe Religion be
w

" very dangerous, as which difpleafeth God and man , when a

countenance of the feareof God is pretended," to deceiue

folke
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folke mder fhew ofholinclTe. For as titers faith in his Duties,

There is not fo great a wickednefTe, as the cloking ofa mans

felfe vndcr the mantle ofReligion,to do euill. Such guiles or

cofenages are milliked both of God and man, fpecially when

they be faced with the countenance of holinefTe. I meanc

wicked guile s , as the Lawyers tearme them , and not

fuch guiles as feme for baits to draw folketo that which i$

good andbehooftull,ofwhich fort pUto fpeakingin his Laws,

iaithjtis notagainftthe grauitieof a law-giuer, tovfefuch

kind of vntmths,becaufc it is inough for him to pcrfuade folk

to that which is fortheir welfare& proflt.For it is not vnlaw-

fiill to beguile men to a good end, &(as faith S.lW) to apply

a mansfelfe to all forts of men, to the intent to win them , as

lie himfclfe did inlerufalem
,
by the counfell of SJames,

when he made his foure companions to be (hauen, and purifi-

ed himfelfc with them in the temple, according to thecu-

{tome oflaw,notwithftandingthat he allowed not that cere-

monie. Therefore men are not forbidden to beguile vntra-

enable folke , and fuch as are otherwife vnweeldie and hard

to be ruled,or els which are gro(re,fuperitirious,fcarfull , and

fhiwitted 5 or to induce them to fome kind of Superftition,

for the compafsing of fome commendable matter 5 or to ^
m
^"J^

bridle thofe with thefnaffl? of Religion , which can not be
fcpeif!tit\oust

compared by loue nor by force, which is the ftrongeft mean for the com.

thatwehaue to retlraine euen them that are moll: fierce and pafllng of

vntamable.For (as Sabelluus faith) there is not any thing that j^jjjj-' f
doth more eafily retaine the common people, than Superfh-

tion,or isofmoreforce to moue and perfuade people to the Du Belly in

intent and opinion that a man will rule them and lead them his Ogdoacs.

too. Thismancrof dealing haue the greateft and beftadui-

fed law-makers , and the befl: experienced captaines of the

world vfed. And among others NumaTowpiliHi ofwhom I

liauefpoken afore, vfed it wifely towards the Romanes, hol-

ding the people(whom hegouerned)inaweby a Religion,

fuch as it was , and fpecially by the ceremonies which were
in vfe at that time. He faw well he had to doe with theeues,

robbers?
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robbers,and murtherers,and that his eftatc could not beefure

among people that had their hands alreadie ftained with the

blood oftheir king,whom they had killed late aforej and that

it was no need to whet them,being a people too much giuen

to war,but rather to procure them reft , to the intent that du-

ring the time ofpeace,they might receiue fome good lawes

for the gouerning oftheir citie,and haue their crueltie aflua-

ged by means ofreligion . And to the intent that the thing

which he did,mightbe oftheiiiore authoritie, he feined that

all proceeded fro the counfel ofthe Mufes and ofthe nymph
orgoddeflc ^gw'<f,that haunted the forreft Arecine, vnto

-whofe company he often withdrew himfelfe alone, not fuffe-

jing anybody to go in thither with him.

Making of
Minos the law-giuer of Candie,had vfed thehkefeat afore

Candie. to giue force and authoritie to his lawes.For he went ordinary

Jy into a certaine caire of the earth,the which he termed In*

fiterscaue : and afterhe had bin there a long time,he brought

his lawes with him all writtcn,faying he had receiued them of
Ji4piter

yto the end to compell his countnmento keepe tliem,

both by the power and authoritie which he had ouer them,

and alfo by religion, the which he efteemedtobeeof more

.force than all his commandements.

No lefle did Tithagorts for the ratifieng of his do&rine, for

-he had fo reclaimed an eagle,that at a certaine call flie would

come and lie houering ouer his head in the aire . After that

Ijcurgm had made his lawes,he caufed them to be ratified by

the oracle of^folio,who anfwered that they were good, and

fit to make men liue well andbleiledly.

Diuers guiles And as the fuperftition ofpeople,hath well feruedthe turn

^Fprmces and oflawmakers j fo hath it no leiTe ferued to make captains obei-
tapcujns.

cd,and to giue thethe reputation wliich they deferued,when
they could skill to-vfe it cunr>ingly

3as tAgefiUusAi^ who fee-

ing his men dilmaied,becaufe they were far fewer in number

than theircnimics,fell to making facrince afore hee prepared

himfelfe to the battell,and writing this word Viftorie in his

left haud,tooke the liuer ofthe beaft at the priefts hand,with-

put
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Out making any countenance , and holding it a long time in

his owne hand,as ina mufe,that the liuermight take the print

oftheletters,went anon after to hismen of warre there pre-

fcnt,and mewed them the liuer, telling them that thofe let-

ters benighted a fure figne of victorie,thereby tomake them

the more couragious andrefolute.

S?rtoritts one ofthebeft experienced captains ofRome,be-»

ing brought into alittlecountryofSpaine, where itbehooued

him to haue the helpe ofthe Spaniards, who were but finally

accuftomed to obey and to fubmit themfelues to warlike dis-

cipline ; to the intent he might beare fomefway amongthem,

and be beleeued and followed of them in all his enterprifes;

foundrhe means to haue a white Hynd, the which hec affir-

med to haue bene fent vnto him from Duna, togiue him no-

tice of many things to come ; the which Hynd he had fo wel

taught and inured to the noifeof batteli, that fliee followed

him wherefoeuer he wcnt,andvvasnotawhit afraid to fee fo

great a multitude . Which thing made his fouldiers the

morepliable to order, becaufe they beleeued that all that e-

uer he did,camc ofthe counfell of nUna^wd not of his owne
good gouernment.

"Eumenes perceiuingthat Antigonwsand Teutamns captains

ofAlexandersold bands,that were called Siluer-fhields, in re-

fpect of the fliicldsoffiluer that they carried, would not in a-

ny wife giue place to him,though they had commaundement
from olimp 'ia* the mother ofAlexander,to obey him,nor come
at him to confult ofthe affairs of the realme

;
thinking it no

reafon,that he for his part fhuld go to their lodging, found the

means to win them by this fuperltition : he made the beleeue

that ^Alexander had appeared vnto him in his lleepe,and had Alexanders

fhewed him a {lately Pauilion,wherin was a roiall throne,and Tent, or Paui^

had told him,thanfthcy would held their-confultation there,
Ilon *

he would be there prefent with them, 6c aid the both in their

counfel,& in the managing of al theiraffairs, coditionally that

they alwaies began at him: vnto this Enmenes eafily pcrfuaded

the, fo as with onecomon confentthey caufed a beautiful and

fumptuous
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furaptoous pauilion tobe fet vp, which they called the Paui-

lion of Alexander , where they made their meetings for

counfell.The empttour churlet the fife being at Tunes,whe-

thcrit were that he would by fome means remoue all heart-

burning from among the lords of his armie,whom he was to

comaundin his abfence,or that he would giue themore cou-

rage to hisfouldiers36c fliew to them all,that there w7as a head

aboue him : tooke the crucifix in his own hands, and fhewing

ir tothem all,told them thatourLord Iefus Chriftftiould be

the chiefeof thathofh Themiflodes perceiuing that neither

reafon nor intrcatance could pcrfuade the people ofAthens

to goetothe fea to encounter the Medes , fell to beating

them withheauenly fignes, oracles, and anfwers of the gods.

Forhe tooke occafion toferuehisturneas with afigne from

heauen,by the dragon ofMinersa,vt\nch bygood hap appea-

red not inhir temple as it had bin wont to dae . And the

priefts found the oblations to lie whole vnminifhedandvn-

touched,which thepeople offered dailie vnto.hir . By reafon

whereofbeing intrapped by Themijlodcs
,
they fowed abrute

among thepeople, that the goddeffe Td!!as
9 the defender of

the citie , had forfaken it , pointingthem the way to the fea.

The olicie of
^*nc* on z^c otncr^c >

ne won them alfo by means of a cer-

Zhemiftodes, t^nc prophefie, which commaunded themto faue them*

felues in wodden walles
$
faying that thofewodden wals, be-

tokened nothing els but ihips . chrtftopher Columh perceiuing

he could get no victuals of the Indians neither for louc nor

by force, went neer vnto alittle citieof theirs,and calling out

certaineof the citizens vnto him , did them to vnderftand,

thatiftheyiurnifhed him not with victuals, God would fend

them fuch afcourgefrom heauen,that they fhould die cuery

one j in token wherbf, he allured them that witlun two daies

next comming,they fhould fee the Moone full of blood, if

they would take heed of it.They beholding the thing come
to paffcthe veriefame clay that he told them of, which was

nothing els but the eclips of the moone, were fo affraid of it,

that they went andprouided him vicl:uals,and furnifhed him
of



Of Religion, and Superftition* 1 29
ofasmuch as he needed . Lvfinder being defirous to further

tsfgefiUtu in making him king,whereunto the oracle ofApol-

lo was an impediment,which had forbidden the Lacedemoni-

ans to chufe a king that did halt j told them, the oracle meant

it not ofthe halting ofa leg, but of the halting in linage and

parentage,after which fort Leotichides halted (which was the

pcrfonwhomc fome would haue preferred to be their king)

whome the wife of king sAgis had concerned in adulterie by

tAlciliatles. Marina led with him a woman of Syria named
Marthawhom he had euermore prefent at all his faenfices,

and without her he did not any thing.lt is not wel known whe-

therhebeleeuedvetily that fhe had thegiftof prophefie, or

whether he did wittingly pretend to bcleeue it,for the better

furtherance ofhisdeuices.Vpon a time when SjUa was readie

to giuebattell,he openly killed a little image ofApollo^vlncli

he had taken out of the temple ofDelphos,praying it to keep

promtfe with him.Thusye fee how the braue captains, do eafi- Superftitfoa

ly make their hand ofthe fuperftition ofthe people,fo long as
a
*^^™ S m

they themfeluesfal not into the fame vice.as '
NtctM did $ who

being difmaid atancciipfeofthemooiijdelaied his departure

out of Sicilie,whe it flood him moft on hand to haue bin gon
j

vpon an opinion that it was a"token ofvery great misfortune,

nouvit!iftandingthat^fl*Ar4£ontfin his bookes had (hewed

thereafonoffuch eclipfe : which doing of Ntctat was caufe

ofthe vtter oueithrow of his armie,and of his own deflructi-

on to.Likewifc when ^ntigonw was minded to haue war with

the Romans,he committed a great fault^n that heebcleeucd

not th e counfei of Hannibalfaux, had rath er to {land gaping fu-

perftitiouily vpon the inwards ofbrute beafh,andto herken to

a fort ofcofeningbirdgazers,tha to an old & well experienced

captaine,that knew the forces of theRomans,& where they

were to be allailed.Thefupei'ftitioumcs ofthe Almanes,was

their vndoing, for the woman-wizards that were in the camp,

forbad them to go tobattell againlt the Romanes, afore the

newof the moone.Whcrof C*(ar getting intelligence,

and p ereeiuing that for that caufe the Almanes fhired not,

K went
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went and ailuled them in their own campe, whil e they were

out ofcourage by reafon oftheir fuperlhtion^ 6c he prouoked

them fo far , that in the end hee made them to come foorth

into thefield in a rage, where they were all difcomfited. But
Go=Jc-

;

va : r.sthcbeft and vviicft captains neuer troubled their heads with
haiie efchewcd fuck doteries.As for example, luculittt fparednottoincounter

tiojs

l

wiCl1 Tigranes vponthe llxt day of October, though there

were that would hauedilTuaded him, becaufe the Romanes

eftecmed it an vnkicky day,forfomuch as Sctpo was difccfited

bvr theCimbrians as on that day 5 wherto iM&Sm anfwered,

That ofa day of forrow *Sc misfortune,he would make it a day

of good fortune and loy ; and fo it came to pafl'e indeed.

^Alexander leading his armie a^ainft the Perfians in the

moneth of lunc, was defirednot to(lure, all thatmoueth,

becaufe the Macedonians efteemed it an vnluckie moneth.

But yet hee Jetted not to proceed forallthat : and toturne

away the fuperftkion, hee ordained that the moneth ofIune
fhouldbe called the fecond MayXikevvife when accrtaine

Pope might not make his enteranceinto Pans vpon a Thurf-
day,becaufe of the vnconueniencie ofthe next day following,

whereby the roft-meat of the Perfians ihouid hauebmfpa-
red ;

he ordained thatthe next cfay being Fnday,^houlcTbee

called Thurfday to, vvherevpon it came topaile that that

week? hath euer fince bene called the weekewith the two
Tiiurfdaies.

Dicn forbare not for all th e eclipfe ofthe moone, to weigh
vp his Anchors prefently , and to depart foitl uvith from Za-
cinth, to goe to make warre vpon Denms the tyrant of Sicill,

whome hedraue out of Syracufe immechatly vpon hisani-

uall there.Nothwithlfanding,to put away the fuperlntionof
]iisfonldiers, he brought them a foothfaier, who faid vnto
the,My fellowes be ofgood chere,and afture your felues that

all lliallgoevery well with vs. For the Godhead fheweth vs
toourfigiit, that fome one ofthe things winch are now mod
glorious,c!eare,& bnght,lhai be eclipicd and darkened ; now.
ihereisnotatthiitimeany thing more refpiendant than the

tyrannie
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tyrannieof Dcrvtt4 : and therefore ye may well thinke,thatas

foone as you be arriuedin Sicilie,ye fhalldeface the brightnes

thereof. When Tericles was readie to faile with fiftie veflels,

it happened that the fonne was eclipfec^the which thing did

put all his c6panieinfeare,vea&:thepilothimfelfeto:where-

foreVertcles feeing the Pilot fore difmaid , didfpread out his

clofce and couerius eies with it,demaunding of him whether

he though tit did him any harme or no. The Pilot anfwered

him no . Then fiyd Pericles, there is no difference betweene

this and yonder eclips , failing that the body or thing that

darkeneth the funnels greater than my ciokc that couereth

thine eies.

The Arabian guidesthat had beguiled Craffts, by leading Thepieafano

him into a place where he and the greaterpart ofall his aimie
^J^"^"^

were flaine , intending to haue done as much to CaJsiw , who QaplUih

had gotten hitnlelfc into thecitieofCarras^and was purpofed

to depart thence the next morrow 5 did what they could to

perfuode himtotamevntil the moone were paflcd out ofthe

figne oldie Scorpion, winch they affirmed to bee an vnluckie

fig«e,hoping to ltay him by thatUjperftition.But he anfwered
'

the//n,that he feared much rather the figneofSagittariusfthat

isn lay, of the Bow-manor Archer) becaufe the Romans
..ad lately afore ben curllly galled by the archers of the king

ofParthia.

When rimoUonwas readie to 2;kie battel 1 to the Cartha-

ginenf«,by chance there came into his hoft certaine mulcts

lodenwitli fnwllairc : the which thin^thefouldiers tooke for

a toraokenofill iuck,becaufeitwas thecuftomofthofedaies,

to beilrow the grauesefdead folks with thathearbe. But 1&
nulcou intedmg to draw themfrom that fuperfhtion, made his

armietoftand Hill :<ix hauins declared diuers things to them
according to the timejie told them that the garland ofhonor

ottered it lcllc vnto tliem afore vifrone . For anions the Co-
rinthiansCcjd. he)fuch as win thepnfeat the gainings of Ifch-

musthat arckeptin their coumne,are crowned with garlands

o\ finallage.And therwithal hirnfclftooke ofit,and made him

K ij a



1 3 1 Of ReIigion,and Superft/tion.

a garland the which he did put vpon his head, and after him

all the reft ofthe captains, yea and cuen thepriuat fouldiers

alfo.AsM Arcdim was about to fhock with the Gauls ofLum-
bardie that were on the coaft ofG enoa,his horfe turned back

forfcare,<3c earned him away whether he would orno, which

thing he fearing leaft the Romans mould take for a figne of ill

lucke,remedhis horfe to the left hand, ccfaddenly made him
to turne head towards theenemie, and euen prefently there-

withall worfhipped the funne j as who would fay , his turning

backe had not bene by chaunce,but purpofcly to that intent,

becaufe the Romanes were vvoont to make fuch returns,

Oft^e fallings when they worfhipped their gods.When lulius Caifar wasar-
of JhIm cx-

viiic& in ArTrike,as he went out ofhis boat he fel tothegroud,
p>-.andking

wnicn tnino- fomethat were about him, tooke for an euill
Eirvxrd the o 7

_

third to the figne.Butto turne it to the cleane contrane , 1 hold theeO
ground. Affrike^cjuoth he j as ifhe had done it of fet purpofe.

Edfrardkin* ofEngland being landed in Conflantine , at a

place called the Hogue S. Waft, did no fooner fet foot on
ground,but he fell downe, and that fo forcibly, that his nofe

gufh'ed out a bleeding , whereat his lords that were about

him,counfelled him to retire againe into his fhip , becauf: of

the euill figne.But king Edward very nobly and readily arif>e-

red,Itis a yery good figne formee, for thelandisdefirous of

me.

The foothfliers counfelled Ca[at not to pafle into

AfTnke afore winter:yet letted he not to do it,yea and with
very happiefuccefTe. When he purfued Scipio'm Affrike, be-

caufe there was a brute in his camp, that the Scipiss could not

be vanquiihcdm that countrie
; heinderifion ofthat fiiperfti-

tiousopinion^hadinhis armie a5V///0
5
neithcr of wealth not

offame,nor or experience in feats of war, to the end that his

fouldiers fhould be ofthe better courage,knowing that C<efkr

had a Scipio as well as his enemies.

When Ts.hIm lAemil'iKs wasreadietogiuebattell to Vtri

ft*
king of Macedonie, the foothfaiers told him,that by de-

fending he fhould get theviftorie, and nototherwife • To
rid
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rid his armie ofthis feare, he made an vnbrideled horfe to be

druien towards the enemies,&fent certainRomans after him

to catch hirnagaine.Anon the enemies ran out vpon the Ro-

mans and fo began a fray j
TWw ^iemilm fent forth his men

to defend them,and thereupon began a skumifh
,
whereupon

enfued abattell,whereinhe wanthcviftoriejaccordingtotlic.

forefaieng ofthe foothfaiers.

The Romans kept a huge maiTe ofgold and filuer in their errand Sj&t

trcafurie : and whenfoeuer any was put in,th ey curfed the man ™^j^
1

^
with veiy great ceremonies,that mould touch it,faue only for

fu^erftitlon.

maintainance of wars againft the Gauls. But yet for all that,

Julius c*far wanting monie to pay his men ofWar , made no

confeience to lay hand on it.And to take away the fuperftiti-

on of the people,and the feare of any curfe that mould come
vpon the citiejietoldthem he might iuftly take it, feeing he

came from conquering the Gauls. SjHa in.a like cafe mewed
himfelfe to be neither fuperfhtious,nor yet religious . For vp-

on a time when he wanted monie,herooke all that was in the

temple of dpol'o atDelphos ; and for the doing thereof, hee

fenta friend ofhis name Caphii, but he was afraid to enter vp-

on the confecrated things, and protefted with fait tears that

he did it againft: his will . And whenfome cfthe ftanders by

told him,tliat they heard the foundof^/polios viall within the

temple
; whethcrit were that he belceuedittobefo, or that

hewould haueinrorcfled fuch a fearein5>//4, he wrat thereof

vnto him.But Sjlia mocking atit,fent him word he wondered

thatheconfiderednot,thatfinging and playing vpon inftru-

mcntsofinuficke,were a token ofmirth,and not ofanger, and

therfore that he fhould not faile toproceed on.Verulu dating

monie to make war/old the ornaments ofTalla* for fortytal-

lents ofgold. And when he was charged with facriledge for

fo doing : he anfvercd,That fairer than thofe were to be had The anfwer or

ofthelpoilc oftheir enemies, fhe emperor Iuftinian did not
Veudes *

fo-for when vdLifmm had brought him diuers precious things

ofthe fpoileofthe Vandals,which had bincontieied afore to

Rome by Titttthb thefackingofIerufalem 5 a lew beholding'

K uj them
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them,toldone ofthe emperors that itbehoued hiiri to be wel

ware thaf he fuffered them not to come within his palace,be-

caufe fuch goods might not abide in any otherplace tha wher
sJomon had firft fet them:and that the takingofthem thence,

was the caufe thatRome was facked by the Vandals, ck that

theVandals which had takenthem from Rome,were vanqui-

lhedby the Romans.Wherunto the emperor fojlwUn giuing

credit,did by and by fend all thofe goods to the temples and

jngufius wold churches that were in Ierufalem. Augujl^i being a welminded
not entcrprife prince,would not enterprife any thing vpon the Nones ofany

il"- Nonfs
0
"/ montn/aienS l ^iac ^ e *iac* toe^ thofe daies to be vnluckie:but

any mcnth. he fpa^e vpon pleafure.For in as much as he neuer tailed ofa-

ny other than good fortune in all his life, hee might well for-

. beare one day m a month.And yet iffome good occafion had^

bene offered him to giue battell to his aduantage, or to retire

to goodpurpofe,I would hold him to haue ben but a bad cap-

taine,ifhe had let fo faire an oportunitie llip,which cannot be

rccoueredwhen aman will,and whereofthe good or bad fuc-

ce{Te,doth oftentimes bring with it a maruellous fequele to

A notable the whole holt .And therefore (fo my feeming) th e Lacede-
fault ofihe nionians were greatly to blame,for that they teeing the dan-*

nians

Cm°"
Ser wherein all Greece was, and being otherwife defirous to

pleafurei:he Athenians,who were then in Marathon redie to

encounter with the Peril ans ; would not fendthem any fuccor

till the moone was at the full , at which time their fuccour

flood them in no (lead, becaufe it came lorn* after the

battell.

The policic of Ifthe vontulTapirius hadbinofthe fame fuperftitious mind,
fyagffiuf, Jie ]iac| neuer woon that notable battell againft the Samnits,

which was giuen contrary to all the bird-fpels,euen when the

pullets refilled to eat,which was taken for an allured figne of

the loffe ofthe fiekk Butthe confull efpieng the aduantage,

meant not to beat his brains about fuch toics, but dealing dif-

crcetly ,willed the maifter of the Pullerieto aflurehis foul-

diers thatthe Pullets had eaten . And when one of his com-

paruchaumg fcene that ir was cleane contrarie> had filled all

'

/ •

"
. his
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his armic with the fuperfhtion therof3

<S; fb as the brute thcrof

came to the confuls hearing by the aduice otSpMim TtpirM .

The conful anKvered him , that he minded nothing but the

doing of his dutie,and that ifthe pullet-mafrer had lied , the

fin lhould rcturne vpon him.And to make his word good, he

placed the pullet-mall er in the foremoft ranke,wher e he was

prefcntly flaine , whereof the confull being aduertifed , faid

that all went well,nnd that the gcds had difcharged all their

wrath vpon him. But as for thofe that in fighting againlr. the of fuch a$-»

bird-fpels and againil fuperilition, haue alfo fought againft haue toughs

their enemies without likelihood of ^oodfucceffe,they haue g"^
1

^^^
found themfelues oftentimes ill apaid.As for example, FUm-

\

minens and <Afpim the faire, vntowhom when it was reported

that the pullets cared not for their meat; Let vsfee the(quoth

he)if they lilt to drinkc,& made them to be drowned,immc-

diatly whereupon he was vanquifhedinbattell. If HunntbAll

had flood vpon Nones, or new-moons, when hee was befee

round about by Fdixs^nd was fain to put fire vpon the horns

of 2000 neat, to make way toefcape out at, he had bin vn-

done.lt was not then time totarne till the morning, it flood,

him on hand to get thece thatprefent hour.Thefe examples

feruc to teach a prince that hath fuperflitious people, and

whom he cannot rid of thatfantafie, at lead wile to beguile

them to a good end in their ownc fuperfiition. For he that No guile h
will beguile in religion,beguileth himfelfe. co be vfed far;

I b:ow well that many princes haue made a vizor of re-
rc^S'on -

hgiofl, and pretetended to be deuout and religious, only to

bring their people to a rcligion,withoutthe which they could

not hold their fubiccb in obedience to them.But the reputa-

tion that they haue gotten therby, was, that they were euill

and deceitfull . Contrariwife , the good and religious prin-

ces, haue compared their affaires well, and left a good
reputation bejnnd them . And as Plate faith in his Com- The reward <#.

man-weale, The wicked artd guilefull fort, dealehke them thcguilefull

that talkemuch or' running fwiftly in a race, as though they
sndw,ckcJ-

wold win the goal from allmen,& in the end do nothing but

X nij mouc
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moue laughter , and retume home with their caile betwixt

their legs j but 'good and vertuous men are like thofe that

hold on in running to the end of the race , and are crowned

as victors for their labor . For in the end they be had in efh-

rmtion of all men.But as for the wicked and craftic fort,albe-

lt that they conceale their vices for a time jyctnotwitlriian-

ding when they come to the end of their race, then they ap-

A rincc Peare wnat tncv belt *s beft therefore as well to God-ward

ouHit

C

not to asto man-ward, not to vfe any counterfeiting , but to be

be an Hipo- vertuous in deed. And to attaine the more eafilytherunto , it

cric
- behoueth him to doe as good and vertuous princes hauc

done, that is to wit, hemufthaue good and religious men
about him j For with the good a man lhalbe good , and with

the wicked he (hall be peruerted.Hethat is conuerfant with

the wife (halbe wife,(faith Salomon)bm he that keepeth com-

pany with fooles , fhall haue forrow . The prince that hath

fuchgood men about him , iscouncelled and quickned vp

by them to vertue and weldoing 5 and he is afraid todoe euil,

when he fecth fuch neere about him . Bcfides that, he pur-

chafeth to himfelfe a good reputation; which maketh all his

attempts themore eafie . For the people who iudge by out-

ward apparance,are ofopinion that their prince is good, when
he entertaineth good and religiousmen ordinarily, and hath

them ordinarily about him.Which thing the younger Denk
could wel skill of, though he himfelfewas neither religious,

nora vertuous prince. In his time men made accountof So-

phifts , but he himfelfe made no reckoning of them at all.

Andyetforallthatjbecaufehe would be the betterthought

of by their means, and win the fauor of the people who had
fuch men in efhmation j he had ofthem ordinarily with him.

Timecaufcth ^or it is better that a prince lhouldbe an hipocrit 5 than a

a man to loue defpifer ofgood and vertuous things , becaufe fuch maner of
the honcft counterfaitins and countenancing; of °;ood things, dothfe-

he dfd but
cretly bring with it in time,an affection of louing them , and

counterfeit at
a willingnefTe to accuftome himfelfe to them in earnefr.The

the firft, emperor >s£dri<tn had vertuous and wife men, and learned

Philofophers
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Philofopliers alwaies about his pcrfon, as well in time of

peace as of warre , becaufe the wifemen taught to Hue well,

and the Philofophcrs to gouerncwell. For ( as Alexander

ScHtrH* faid ) of* trufting too much to a mans owne wit,com-

mcth commonly labour and loffe , but of taking other of taking

mens aduife , followeth ordinarilie verie great fnut . In- councell

fomuch that vvhenfoeuer hee had any matter to fet in or- commcth

der concerning the common-weale , hee confulted of it *rcat ruu

aforehand with meruof skill and experience, afore he did

put it in execution , and fiich maner of men did 'alwaies

follow him
5
among whom was one ylfian aLawier . Yea,

and when he went a walking or a hunting, he would ne-

ucr bee without tiiree or foure of the greateft perfonages

and beft experienced of his houfe, to the intent he would

not be without counfell, if any matter of importance fhould

coins fuddenly vpon him , and that the fight of fuch men
neere about him

,
might keepe him from prefuming to doc

any vnhonourable facl.

lAntigonns the fecond was woont to fay when-Zeno the

Philpfopher was dead, That he was bereft ofthe Thea-
tre and ftage of his honourable deeds , becaufe hec was
woont to referre all his actions to the iudgement of that

good man . And if wee will defcend into our owne hifto-

ries , we lhall fee what profit redounded to §. Lois
,
by being

conuerfant with men of Religion . For info rnudi as his

mother had accompanied him with fuch folkefrom his in-

fancie, he ccafled not to hold on afterward in the fame trade

and maner of life , wherein he had bin trained vp, infomuch

that all his whole life was nothing clfe but a mirrour of
holincfle.

CHAR



j 3 8 That Princes fhould gfuegood example.

CHAP. XV.

That the Prince which will be wellobeyed>mujljhewgood,

example in himfelfe to hisjubiefts.

Example in

the prince

himfelfe fer.

ueth to make
the prince to

beobayed.

Take away

religion, and

ye take away

obedience.

Hat which I haue fpoken of Religion

and Superfhtion is inough^notwith-

ftanding'thatitbe too little, as inre-

fpecl: ofthe things themfelues. Now
remaineth the winding vp ofthemat-

ter>and to end this booke withall , I
am to fhew in few words, what it is

that vpholdeth both the prince and
his mbie&s jn all honour and. honeftie , efpecially in the?

cafe of Religion -

y
namely the good Example which the

prince giueth ynto his fubie£b . For it ferueth him abouc

all things in the world , to make him to be obayed, and

therewithal accuftometh him to the loue ofall honeft things,

though at the beginning he had no fuch will,as I haue faid

afore . And it prouoketh the fubie&s to follow their princes

example, whom they fee to begiuento allvertuous things,

and chiefly when he is giuen to religion . For a prince cannot

raigne,if hisfubiecls be without religion
5
considering that

in taking away religion,)'e take away obedience to the prince.

Therefore to hold the people in religion , there is nothing

like vnto Example. And as a certaine Poet faith ; Lawes
and proclamations, haue not fo great force to procure o-

bedience, as hath the life of the gouernour, bgeaufe tkc

people being fubiecl: to alteration, doe chaunge with the

prince.

If the prince be deuout and religious, the people will

be deuout alfo 5 if he be fuperltitious , they become fuper-

ftitioustoo ; if he be giuen to vice,To will they bealfo • if

he be good, they abide good likewife, becaule there is not

any
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anv thing that doth fo much induce vs to doe well, as the

ihnocencie and goodneile of the prince or iudge, as faith

Cdfiiodorw.Vor who will be afraid to doe wicked'ie, when he

feeth his lord doc as himfelfe dooth ? In vaine doth that

prince foad himfelfe with furetic of fhte,who is couetous,am-

bitious,and vniuil.Formenare then afraid to doeamiiTe,when

they thinkc that it difpleafeth their fadge . And as Cicero

faith in his thu d booke of Lawcs, A prince doth not lb much . . , _

1 1 r / 1 i 1
• 1 1 A prince doth

harmeinthc very tinning, (although it be a great harmem noJpQ much
deed) as he doth in making others to follow the examp'eof harme by his

his vices. And we fee commonly, that looke what alteration fin in it felfc,

foeuer happens in the punce,theiame enfuethalfoinhispeo-
as b>' 1

}
Z e *~

, -n tV i r
r

r_ ct r r arrplc thereof
ple.For the change of conueriationor lite in great perlonages^ vm

r

0 0i \Knt
is wontto worke a change in the maners ofthe people-, for that

they keepe not their vices alonly to themfelues , but doe

fhead them our vpon their fcbieftsj fo as the hurt which

they doe , is not only in that they corrupt themfelues, but

alfo inthat they corrupt others, doing more euill by their ex-

ample, than by then barefinne . For as much therefore, as

the well-aduifed prince is as a crelTet vpon a bulheli or ra-

ther vpon a high towre , to giue light to all parts ; hee

ought to (lime among his fubie&s, and to excell them in

all deeds of vertue and godlinede . For ( as faith Cuero in his

Inucc~tiues ) he is to applie himfelfe not only to their .minds,

but alfo to their cies. Andhkeasa fmallblcmifhin a mans ^ ^
face, difgraceth him more than a great fcarre in all the reft of rect^?ih great
his body *, euen foa fmall fault lTieweth it felfe great in a iaa prince,

pnnce, whofc lire men behold in the open light. And as

S*lta*» Bifliop ofMarfels faith, The offence is"the greater,

where there is the greater prerogatiue. That is the caufc

why Daiiid was punifhed by the death of his fonne, after

that God had taken away his finne
$
namely as the text

futh , For that he caufed the enemies jto blafpheme the

name of the Lord. Sogreatis an offence in a publike perfen.

For he that doth euill without giuingcaufe of offence vnto

others, damncthbut himfelfe : but he that giueth euill ex-

ample
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ample vnto others, and caufeth mo for to finne, muft bearc

their penaltie,bccaufe he is the caufe of their euill . Tlato in

his Lawcs faith,That nothing doth more eafily change laws,

than the example ofprinces , fothat a tyrant mayin lhort

time alter the lawes . For whether he intend to lead to ver-

tue or to vice , he himfelfe mull: firft trace the way vntoo-

thers,by allowing the one,and difallowing the other, and by

difpifing fuch as obay him not. And therefore he faid in ano-

ther place, That fuch askings and gouernorsare, fuch are

their people j Wherein heagreeth with Ecclefiajtictu^ who
faith, That fuch as the iudge of a people is,fuch are his mini-

fters 5 and fuch as the ruler ofa citie is , fuch are his citizens.

Varia Mefa writing to Hellogibaltis , admonifhed him after

this maner 3 To reforme others,it behooueth you firft to re-

forme your felfe 5 and to chaftife others, you muft firft cha-

The prince is ftifeyout felfc.For euerieperfon be he of neuerfo meane de-
amirror to all gree , doth commonly take example at that which hefeeth
his fubie&s. done by his fuperiours,andefpecially by the prince, who is a

looking-glafle to all his fubietts.And indeed,wefee how the

^Egyptians gaue themfelues to the Mathematicall fciences,

becaufe the moft part of their kings loued thGfe fciences.

Becaufe the kings of Alia gaue themfelues to all delicacies,

the people of that countrie were verie delicat and effemi-

nate. Becaufe ATW-tf loued plaiers of enterludes, finging-men,

and plaiers vpon inftruments $ there was not that Senator

whofc child ftudied not thofe arts . In the time of Marcus

*Aureliw his houfe was ful of wife and modeft feruants.In the

Such as the l*me °fhis fonne Commodus ) the palace was full of naughty-

prince isjuch packs,& folk of lewd conuerfationAnd the faid good empc-
will bee hjs r0Jf Marcm lAurelim was wont to fay,That fuch as the prince

couJttnd his
is 'fuch wiU lllS houfhold he

5
fuch as his houfhold is,fuch will

kingdoms. ms court ^e
h
m& ûcn as his.courtis fuch will his kingdome

be.We feein France,how the people haue euermorc follow-

ed their prince . King Francis loued learning, and his people

gaue themfelues wholy therevnto . He was fumptuousin ap-

pardl,andmuch more they that came after him. At this day

there
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there is not any thing omitted , for the well and rich attiring

of £)lk,and for the delicate entertaining ofthem with all forts

of the choifeft meats. £#frtfthc eleuenth, andtheemperour
Charles t!iefifr,went modeftiy apparelled , and mocked fuch

as decked themfeluesin rich attire : and their fubieftsdid

the hke.That ex'ampleof theirs did more in their time, than

alltheftatutes ofapparell could do,that hauebinmade fince.

And that *ood time cotinued vnco the rei2;ne ofkmj* Fr*tf or,

who begun to trend out the way to the inordinate and excef- - :
5

fine chargablenclle,whichoucnvhelmeth vs at this day.The

booke entituled the Courtier,maketh mention of a Spaniard

that held his neckc awry, zs^ilfons king ofAragondid,(who,

fetringthat aGde,was a prince of very good grace ) ofpurpofe

to follow the kings fafhion , and tocounterfait him in all that

hecould.Forthiscaufe rUtcinhis Lawes will haue old men
( who ought to giue example to yoong men ) to behaue

themfelues diicrectly when they be in the companie of

yoong folke , and to takegood heed that no young man fee

them doe,or hearc them fpeake,any vnhoneft thing. For the There is not a

bell: counfcll that can be giuen to yoong or old , is not to better way to

taunt or checke them, but to fhew and exprefle the fame
^^"thao'to

thing in a mans whole life, which he would haue faid in chec- joe (ame
king and blaming them . Which order Cicero followingin things which

his Dun cs,dorJi vtterly forbid an old man to giue himfelfe to a iPaq wouli

€XceiTe,beaufeitbnngeth double harme ; firltin that itpro-
{^"fc

1 *13*

cureth himfhame
5
andfccondlyinthatitmakcththe loofe-

nelTe of yong folk more impudenc. For yoong folks mould
begouernedby tlie difcretion of the old. An4euen lb is it

between fubiefts and their princes. -For if princes giue them

not good example, it wil be hard to amend them afterward,

Which thing cuen the wickeddeft princes perceiuing, haue

pretended to make accountof venue, asl haue (hewed in

TittriftfjhNetp and in Denis , who entertained the Sophifts

to win the peoples fauour. But in the end the truth bewraied

itfelfe( as indeed nothing isfofecret which lhail notbere-

uealed and they fell into the disfauour,contempt,and hatred

of
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of their people. Wherefore there is nothing to be compared

to open walking, without any maner of counterfeiting , and

to the giuing ofgood example throughout,that a prince may

be the better followed ,and the more beloucd and elleemed

,cr0urs
of his people . As for example ,

TtfcenniwNiger , CtracalU

thaTwe?"war- MAximme , Alexander Seuerus , and many ether emperors

riorsjbcloued that were warriorSjdid eateofthefame bread that their foul-

ofthen foul- diers did . which thing made them beloued of all , and gaue

^
Cr

«f°rl
b
^ example to euery man to doe as they did. Forthereisnot a

rclucs'fcllow. better exortation, nor a inoreericctual way toperfuade^Iian

like towards when a prince doth the fame things bimfelfe,which he would

haue othermen to do e. ~4geftlans commauuded not Ins ibul-

diers to doe any worke to the which he himfelfe did not hrft:

fet his hand And to giue example to yoojjg men to endure

cold hee was feeneto goe all the winter without a cloake,

therby to allure theyoong men to do the hke,when they faw

that their prince being old and readie to paffc out of the

world,was not afraid ofthe cold . Xcm$h»n m hisfiiil booke

of the Education of cirus, bringeth in C'..tnbifts telling Cirus
y

that to be firil: at worke himfelfe, fcrued greatly to win his

fouldicrs therunto.Is it your meaning then (quoth C/V us) that

a prince ought in all things to endue more than his fubiech 2

Yea furely (quoth CambtfesJ but plucke vp a good heart and

confiderwith your feife, that the prince and the fubiccl: take

not pains both with one mind. For the honor that a great

lord receiueth afTuagcth his paine, for fomuch as ah that euer

NoraUe ex- be doth is knowne. Tlutarclo faith in the life of Cato of Vti-
amplcs of A- ca,That his fouldiers honoured him exceedingly , and loued

plft^and^'
^m ^non^y >

becaufe h e was wont to be the firft that did

Jiifo;is.
^band to any worke that he commaunded $ and in his fare,

apparell,and going abroad , made himfelfe equall rather to

the meaneft iouldiers,than to the captaines, and yet in great-

nefleof courage furmounted tliebeft captains ofall.^/rA^-

tlerm purfuing his vKtorie againft Darius , became veriethir-

fhe, and when one of his fouldiers offered him water in a

Morion, he refilled it,faying,T hat h e would not by his drin-

king
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king, increafethethirltof others.Wiicrvpon his men feeing

the nobleneffe of- his courage,cried out aloud vnto him, that

he fhould hardily lead them on ffill , faying that their owne
wearineiTe and thirit was quite and cleancgone, and that

they thoughtnot themfehies to be mortali anymore, fo long

asthey ludfuchaking\ The like befell to Caroof Vtica in

ArTrik, who being almoft at the point to die forthirft, ( as

hkcwife all his armie was, being then in themiddeftofthe

fandsof Lybia) when as the fmall quanutie of water which

was in his holt was all oifered vnto him , not only refufed ir4

but alio Ipik it on theground,to the end that by his example
j

all thefoukhersinhis armie might learne to mdure the third.

Albeit that Dautd longed to dnnke of the water of a

certamc welljthatwas mthepofTefsion of his enemies, and

three of his armie brought therof vnto him,with great din-

ger of their hues
;
yet wouldhe not dnnke therof whenit

was brought vnto him, but vowed it vnto Godforthe fafety

ofthe three that had gotten it tor him. On a time, when
^.^W king of Aragonand Sicihe, was in a place where he

could get no victuals , and a fouldier of his brought him a

morfeli of bread and checfe, he refufed it
,
faying that it was

no reafon thathee ihouldeat, feeing his whole armie had

not to eat as well as he. Vlatard. faith , That the thing that

raoft aduanced Marius > was that he neuer refufed there*

cjuitall of kindiieiTe , for tisw paine or daunger that hung

thereon ; nor alfo difdained any thing , were it neuerio

little $ but tinned to out-goe euen the imcaneft fouldiers

in fimpjicine of farc,andin fufferance of labor , whereby he

got the good will of cuerieman. For it is agreat comfort

tofuch as ta^ke pains, tohaue company that willingly take

pains with them ;beeaufe that to their feeming, itattcrafbrt

takcth away their conitraint andnccefsitie. And it is a thing

that wonderfully pleafeththe fouldier, when he feeth his

captaine eating open!) ol the fame bread that helumfelre

eateth, or Keeping vpon fome pelting pad of ftravv, or the

iirit man that lets his hand to the worke , when a trench

is



they doc.

144 That Princes ihoutd giue good example.

is to b e drawne, or a rampier is to be made to fortefie a camp.
Sculdiers fct Forthey make not fo great account of the captains that ho-

b^th'^thh nour tnem or rewarc* tneni 5
as °f tne captaines that takes

reward' them, Pains with them, and hazard themfelues with them to the

as by them dangersof warre
j
yea,and there is this further , that they fee

th.tuke pj-n more by thofe that take pains with them, than by thofe that
with them as

foffcr th«h toconrinucinidicncflTc.

^Aruxerxts kine; of Perfia.marchins; inthe countrie of the

Cadu(ians,went foremoft on foot, bearing his truiie vpon his

moulder in askarfe,and his target on his arme , andfotrauel-

led ouermountaines that were cragged and rough, infomuch

that his fouldiers feeing the courage of their king.& the pains

that he tooke,went fo lighton the ground , thatthey feemed

to haue had wings.

The emperor InlUn comming to a Mirris, which hefaw

his enemies had drowned with water,to flop the paffage of

his armie,did put himfelfe formoft: into the Marris, fo that his

armie being amamedto refiifethat which they faw the em-
peror do,pafled all through the Marris,marching in watervp

to the knees. Great ^.UxlcLer perceiuing at the fiege ofNyfa,

that his fouldiers were loth togo to the a(Tault,becaufe ofthe

deepneflfe ofthe water,0 wretch that I am(quoth he)which

haue not learned to fwim ! and yet in theendhee palTed

the riuer,to giue example to his men . Himfelfe alfo was the

firft: that entered into the citie ofthe Malians , howbeit very

vndifcreetly. NeuerthelelTe his fo doing made all theMace*
donianstocome in after him,tofaue his life . Demttrw being

afore the citie ofThcbes,wcntforemoll: himfelfe to thebat*-

tell, to giue example to his men of warre , that they fhould

not fpare themfelues,nor be afraid to put themfelues in dan-

ger.Alfo he was ftricken quite and cleane through the neckc

with an arrow.

faint* C*far hazarded himfelfe freely to allperill, neuer

forbearing to take pains $ and therefore his fouldiers loued

and efteemed him . The marques of Pifcana,to prouoke his

foot-men to paflfe the foord of Brents , did fet himfelfe fore-

moft
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mod on foot to parte it with the braueft and honourablefl:*

captairjsof his principall bands, to lliewhimfelfein like for-

tune with his fouldicrs.As forthofe which haucrefufedtoput The emperors

their hand to work, and to giue example to their people,they £"
k* 1 '* no

!j

haue not done themfelucs any good by it,but haue ben difdai- good works
nedfor theirlabour.Asfor example, Macrinus who went but haue bene dif-

with a wand in his hand,when he made his muflers , or when dainedof their

he vifited hismen ofwarre,was defpifedfor it of hisfbuldicrs,
ôultlicrs '

whofayd that a prince ought not to enter into the fenathoufe

with arms,nor come into an annic without themj becaufethe

fenathoufe was to deal e with matters ofpeace, and the campe

with matters ofwarr e. Therefore was he offo fmall eflimati-

on,that his men ofwarforfboke him,and in the end hee was

vanquished by a woman.

Likewife the very prefence ofa prince in battel, is a kind ofof the pr*
cxample.For it giueth courage to thefouldicrs , as I haue de- fence ora

clared in the beginning ofthis booke,in (peaking of the little P""cc.

child EurcfM kingof Macedome,whome they were faine to

bring fooith to thefouIdiersinhiscradle,andyct his prefence

gauctlicmfuch courage,thatthey vanquiflied their vanqui-

(hers,and wen:away with the vi&orie,though they had bene

ouercome afore. *%yv^.
The Alajansutheiournie of Gwingate, Were ignoraunt

that the ctrperor M<tximilun was comming to them: but as

foone as they efpied him all armed fauing his head, by and by
taking his prefence for a good foretoken of vittorie,they be-
gan to welcome him after thismancr 5 God (hue thee O em-
perour, God preferue thee good father , God kcepe thee O
inuinciblc captaine 5 we haue alrcadie woonthe vi&orie, fee-

ing that thou our head art here : audit came to palTe as they
had forefpoken.

When die armie of elfins king of Arragon was readie to

ioinebattell with the armie of /(/«4/,thatwas led by .Anionic

Gtldora : the king fell to confultinghowhee ihould demeane
himfelfe,and was counfellednotto be there in perfonj wherat
he taking difdaine,anfwered in great choler, How then > By

L your
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*your faying it fhouldfeeme, that the thing which hath bin

wont to do moftgood in a battcl,(namcly the prefence ofthe

Gcnerall) lhoulddoe moftharme. I perceiue now that my
men fight valiantly,and I will be the firlt atit,to ihew thatmy
prefence is no impediment to yourglorie and good fortune.

When Terfis the laft king ofMacedonie was toioyne bat-

tell with the Romanes,he withdrew himfelfc out ofthe field,

vnder colour to doe faenfice to Hercules , who could not find

in his heart to accept the offerings ofa coward -

y
and fo he fai-

led notto lofe the field. But the great captaines, as Pi'rrhw,

Tfulip
y
AlexanderyAntigonns, Frakoe , and generally all the

Whc ther wars great princes , h auc mad e wane by themfeiues, and not by
are to bee their lieutenants.I grauutthatfomehaue made warre luckily

Licurraa-s ^ neutenants
>
as C^r&rthefifi: king of France

5 and

the emperor Charles the fifths the battell of Pauie : but yet

there is none to the prefence of the prince himfelfe , when
any goodly exploit is tobe done. For as the French prouerbe

faith,The lheepe ferue to no purpofe where the fliepheard is

away . But after his fortunate incounter at Pauie, the em-
perour Charles of whomc I now fpeake, did neuer enter-

prife any thing, whereat he himfelfe was not prefent, as the

voyage of Argier, the voiage of Goulette, the voinge of

Province, the war in Germanic made in the dead of winter,

when he himfelfe was difeafed^with thegout,and ill at eafe ii>

The prefence his bodie ^ the wars made many times in France,and efpecial-

of the prince, }y at tae f] ege ef Metsin the dead.ofwinter.For the prefence
ierucrh g cat- Qf^ pnnce is worth ten thoufand men.Whe ^.ntivomts the
ly ca the get- r X . T n . r *

t •

t'i n ? ot the recond was pjrpoied to giue battell vpon the I ea to Tt&iomie,

wfloric* his Pilot told him that his enemies had many more mips

than he.And how many fhips (quoth he) thinkeyou my pre-

fence may countervaile ? As who would fay, ims agreatfway

tothevi&orie, when a valeant prince is prefent, which can

skill how to gouerne . The N umantines had obtainedmany
victories or the Romanes , vntillin the end 5f/)?/nvas lent

thitherto haue the commanding ofthe armie,whofe arriual

there made the chance of the warre 10 turn? . For euer after

the
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the Numantincs went by theworft, neuerthelelTe their cap-

tains bad their fouldiersthat thev mould not be afraid, for the

Romans were but the very famepeople,whom they thefelues

had vanquifhed fo oftafore. True it is indeed (faidonea-

mongthem) they be the fame fheepe,but they haue another

mancrof lhepheard. ssintigenthr hearing by fome prifoncrs,

that Eumenes was ficke,(as he was indeed) and therupon con-

jecturing that hefiiould with fmall ado e difcoinfit his armie ,WM"
in his abfencc,made all the haft he could to giue battel!. But

when he came fo ncere,that he might well and plainly defcry

the ot der& behauior of his enemies,who were lb well ranged

in order of battcll as pofsibly could be, he ftaied a long while The prefence

altogether diftroubled^ind as it were aftonifhed, in the which °^ Eumwex

time he perceiued the horilitterof E«wf>»^pafsingfrom the
c^ l

.0
^^*

one fide ofthe battell to the orher,and therewithal] hebegan f^'
CO fay, Yon lame ( in mine opinion) is the litter that ma-
keth vs war, andoftereth vs battel. And with that word he
caufed the retreit to be founded, and conueyed his men backc

into his CAmy.lulms C*far did put himfelfe in great penll
, by

going to find his armie that was dillrelled by the Gauls , and

by his only prefence did rid them of thcdiitreiTe,giuingthcm

courage to fight; lo greatlywas his name redoutedofhis ene-

mies/ al/ades king ot Perfia,feeing his mcnrepulfedfiomthe

citie Damida,vvluc!i he ljadfurprifed andfcaled , andhovv

that many of them began to come dovvne the ladders , bc-

caufe the men of the citie made them to leape dovvne from

aboue, ltepped to the foote of a ladder with his fvvord

dravvne , and threatned to kill as many of them as came

dovvne . And fo the prefence of the king caufed many to

mount vp the ladders againe, and many that had begun to

giue ouer, fell fo luftily to fcaling againe,that in the end they

tooke the citie. The prince of Wales* togiure courageto

his men of vvarrc,vvas perfonally at the caflieof Remoren-

tin ,
by vvliofe prefence the Englishmen gaue filch a forcible

aMault, that they which were within were tame to y .*cld

themfelues.
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Henrie king of Caftile feeing his armie begin to fcatter, af-

fembled them againe three times,and with his incouraging of

them,made them to endure the battell a long time, fo as they

durfr. not any more flee forlhame, when they faw their lord

and king fight fo valiantly,and fpeake fo amiably.

TerdiMnd]al\\% Ferdtnandking ofNaples,perceiuing the Neapolitans to re-

ofNaplesdoth bell at the change of his fortune , at fuchtimc ascharles the
Muspicfacc eighth fubdued all vnder his obedience : departed fuddenly
caufchis fab- capua anci <{mc ftreio-ht to Naples. As foone as he arri-
leers to return r o i

vnder his obo- ued there,cuery man laying; downe his weapon,came towel

-

dicucc. come him with lingular affection,ceafsing their vprores in all

places.

Confalua being brought to dillrelfe atBarlette , and yet

cheerefully ouerpaiTing all pains matchedwith great fcarcitie

ofvi<5tuals,and ofall other things needfulJ,did by his example

hold in the Spaniards a long time,who were forewearied with

trauell,andintheendgotthevppcr hand of the Frenchmen.

Atfuch time as king Henrie thefecond was fiercely aflailetl

in his own realme at two places at once,and could not put gar-

rifons in all the towns on the frontiers : the admirall Hannibal?

being aduertifed that the enemies made towards Fere,with ful

adurance to get polTefsion thereof 5 conueid himfelfe into it

witli afewmenjand faued the towne by hisprefence. For the

enemies thought that fo great a lordwould not Pnut vp him-

felfwithout a good companie,and otherwifethey efteemed

him to be a wife captaine,as hauing had triall ofhim afore , at

Mefieres,at Pctone,and at Launderfey,how greatly the pre-

fence ofagood captain auaileth, which maketh weake towns
impregnable.

Theendoftkfirfthooke.

The
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CHAP. I.

IfOfWifedo^e^and Difcreetnejfe.

N old time,when by Gods fuffc-

rance Oracles had place , the citie of

Delphos was renowned through the

whol e world/or the prowd and (late-

ly temple there,whichwas dedicated

andconfecratcd to ^0#0,whcreunto

folke refortedfro al partsofthe world

to aske counfcll,and to heare the an-

fvvers that were giuen by his image . At the enterance of this

goodly Temple , were written thefe words , KNOW What it is to

THY SELF E. In the interpretation ofwhich words, ^
oncs

many haue erred,imagining that a man knows himfelfe,when

he can fkill ofthe things that concernehis duetie or office,

and his my{terie,trade ofliumg, orprofeffion ; as when a Sur-

gion can Hull to launcc afore, or a Phifitionto heale a difeafe,

or a Shoomaker to make a Shoe . Butnone ofallthefe is

the knowing ofa mans felfe . And though a man beheld all

the partsof his bodie,yet knew he not himfelfe the more for

all that . For zsTLto faith, He that knoweth his bodie,kno-

weth that which is his,but he knoweth not himfelfe. So that

neither Phifition nor handicraftfman knoweth himfelfe,but

their knowledge is of things that are feparated from them-

felues . Wherefore to fpeakcpioperly,noneofthcmaccor-

L iij ding
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ding to their art, can bee faid to be wife . Likewife hee that

hath a care ofhis owne body,mindeth that whichis his , and

not himfelfe.And vvhofoeuerloueth a man, cannot bee dee*

med toloue hisbodie,but his foule. Therefore when we fay,

a man muft know himfelfe : it is as much to fay , as hee muft
haue a care of his foule,to prepare it to the knowing of God
his maker,after whofe image it is created, that hee may, as it

weceina looking glafle behold the inuifible Godhead,the ef-

ficient caufe ofwifedome,and of all good things 3 and that

by the knowledge ofthe vcrtues which God hath giuen vn-

to him,hemay confiderhow greatly he is indetted vnto God,
and that he hath not any thing of liftnfelfe,but that all com-
meth ofGod.And when he knoweth what he is,thatis to wic

a reafonable crcature,then Iifteth he vp his heart (as i$ foong

in the church) ; thatis to fay,he Iifteth vp his mind to the au-

thor of his welfare.

To know Got?, Now then ,to know God,itbehooueth to haue the know-
it bchooucth a ledge ofourfeIues,thatis to wk,ofour inward man, which is

hirnfcl (~

kn°W
**rame<* °^c^iu^ne eflences,to the intent we defpife not the hea-

uenly vnderftanding and mind thatwas giuen to man in his

creation,for want oi knowing it aright, and for want of confi*

dering the vertue andpower thereof• lealt through want of
fuch vndcrftandinsr thereofanfteedofbeins; wife and wel ad*

uiicd
3andinO:eedot chufing the good way, wee follow the

woorfcr, and (as Danid faith ) Become like the horfe and

mule,for not conlidering whatGod hath bellowed vpon man.

Therefore it ftandeth vs on hand to confider from whence
we bc,andto what end we be created ; thatby beholdingthe

e>:ceilencic which wehauereceiuedof Gocl^wemay fubmit

our felues wholy vnto him,and to his wifedome 5 which inui*

tech vs thereunto,as is to bee feene lnfiue hundred places of

the booke ofWifdome.Thofe then which referal their acli*

cms to the faid firft caufe,we call Wife men.accordmg to the

writings both oftheBible,andalfoof the Heathen authors,

The firft paint
fijacialiy^^^ affiime,

to know ones
* -^at l"]e^ PP^ofwifedome^s to know a mans felfe»And
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1

by this knowledge a man (hall perceiuc wherathe ought to

Icuell himfelfe , and fo he mall forefedphe impediments that

< may hinder & annoy him.He then which hatli not wifdome,

cannot difceme what is his, or what is well or ill done j neither

can wcknow what is ours,vnle(Te we know onrfelues.And he

that knoweth not what is his, is a!fo ignorant what is another

mans jand confequently he is ignorant what belongeth to

the commonweale,and fo Rial he neuer be good houfholder,

or good common-wealesman,becaufc he knoweth not what

he doth.By reafon wherof, he fhail walkeon in error, wande-

ring and nullaking his mark e - Co as he fhall notatchieucany

thing of value,orit he doe, yet (hall he be but a wretch . For

no man can be happie or gouerne happily, vnleiTchebe good

and wife,becaufe it is only he that difccrneth good from euill.

Now ifthis faying may be verefied ofal me,much more with-

out comparifon doth it agree to princes than to other men,be~

caufe they haue authentic aboue all : and to execute authori-

se weiljitbehoueth to haue Difcretion and Wifedome. For

reafon would, that the wife lhould commaund the ignorant,

according to the faying of Eccleta/liats, Tliatthe free-borne

fliall feme the bondmen that arc wife.And as Dennis of Hali- T |1C k etfcr

carnaflusfaith,Itisalaw common to ffl, that the better fort fort ought to

fliould commaund the worfer . It is they therefore to whom rule the wor-

the faid goodly precept is chiefly appointed, to the end they

mould know the being andftateof their foule,the>force and

power wherofconlifteth in wifdome , whofe ground is truth.

For it is the propeitie of wifdome to difcernc the truth of

all things, whereby the darknede of ignorance is dnuen out

of our mind, and light is giuen vnto vs. In this refpeel; Ucob

hailing gotten wifdome by trauel,is faid in Genefistohaue

hadthe lisht of God :becaufethatto thea&iuelife>hehado
alfo loyned the contemplatiue . In fomuch that we may
fay, that the wife man is the cleerefighted , and hath iuclge-

ment &reafonto difceme good from ciul,that he may keepe
, ^

himfelfefrom being decerned. For nothing is more contrarie
^cadeonkL

to thegrauitie ofa wjfeman,tban error,! ightnes,and ra-hnelTe.

L iiij And



1

5

1 Of Wifdome, anc! Difcreetneflfe.

ckero in his And although Wifdome and DifcreetnefTe doc well be-

Duti

$

s°

f
feelIle men > becaufe it is the propcrtie of man to fearch

the truth, as who (being partaker ofreafon,gathereth the c6-

fequencies of things by considering their principall caufes

The excellent ^ proceedings : )yet notwithftandingWifdome is an effen-

cie of Wifi' tiall thing in princes and gouernors . For nothing doth fo

dome, firmly ftabhfh a principalities a wife man, who ( asfaith Ec-

c/r/?rf
j

/?/fw)inftrufteth his people, and the faithfull are the

fruits ofhisvnderftanding.The wifeman flial be replenished r

with bleflednefTe , and as many as fee him fhall commend
him.And in the third chapterofSalomons Prouerbs,it is faid *

Thatthe purchace of Wifdome is more worth, thanallthat

euer aman can gaine by the trafficke ofgold and filuer ; and

all that euerman can wifh is notcomparable vnto hir.For that

very caufe there was a writing in the forefaid temple of Del-

fhos , which commaunded men to honor Wifdome and iu-

ftice , whom Hefiodus and Pindaric faigned to fit at Iupiters

Wifdome the fide.Whereforewe may well fay, That Wifdome is the rho-

good things
°^ a^gooc^ things, and the tree of life that was mthe-

earthlie Paradife,as faith S.>s£nftineiiA his thirteenth booke

of thecitie of GodAnd tofiiew the excellence therofyet

move,Ecclefia(licus faith , That Wifdome is a greater aid and

ftrength to a wife man, than ten gouernors are to a country.

And therefore in the 1 6 of the Prouerbs it is faid,That Pro-

phefie is in the lips of a king 5 which thing is meant of a wife

king. After which maner he faith in another place, that the

delight ofa kins is in a wife feruant;which is to be vnderftood

of a good and wife king. For commonly els fuch men are

not welcome toiprinces.Butas xAefsp futh,either a manmuft
. pleafe a king,or els he mull not come at him.

W'fdo ne 00 '
Blon was wont to^r

>
That Wifdome goeth before the

cch before all
other vertues,as the fight goeth before the otherfences, and

ochcr vcr- that without wifdome there is no vertue at all.For how were
tucs

" it pofsibfe for the iuft man to yeeld vnto enery man that

which belongs to him,ifWifdome had nottaught him what

is due to euery man ? Theiforc afore wee enter into the

morall
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monJI vertues , it is recjuilite by the way to fpeake a word of

thecontemplatiues ; namely of Wifdome and Difcreation

:

becaufc that without contemplation ioyned with skill , a

man can doe nothing that is beautifuil andgood.The Stoik^

make nd difference betweene thefe two venues ,
funng that

Wifdome confilteth in the knowledge of things belonging:

both to God andfman j and Difcreetnefle coaftfrcth. only

in thing^pelonging to miin.For both ofthem be contempia-

tiue vermes, proceeding from the mind and vnderftanding.

But yet one of them is meerely concemplatiue, that is to Of WifJomt."

wit, Wifdome, which ( after the opinion of amientPhilofo-

phers) is occupied but in contemplation of the heauen, the

canh,and the flats, relpc&ing nothing but fiich things as are

euerlafhng andvnehanged ; and becaufe they be notfubiecl

to any alteration , man needeth not to fcan of them. And as

xAnjlotlc faith in his fixt booke of Morals , It behooucth a

wife man not only to vnderftand whatfoeuer may be gathe-

red of principles, but alfo to vnderftandthe principles them-

felues truly, and tofpeake truly of them.And as a Gcometri- Vlutarch in

cianfcannethnot whether a triangle haue three angles made ^tr

^
t^ °*

by the meeting and clofing together of three right lines, but
ru

° ra vcr"

holdeth it for an vndoubted certaintie ; fo the contemplattue WifJome is

vnderftandmgjdoth notfo much as dreamc of any thing that ™> c fubieft to

admittethany alteration meither is it fubie& to confuting and Joubting.

deliberating. But Difcreetnefle, which is cumbered with

things vntrue
, erronious, and troublcfome , and is to deale

with cafuall aduentures, is dnuen to confult of tilings doubt-

ful l,and after confultationtoputit felfe in action, Far as Cicero All vertue

£uth,All vertue confifteth in a^ion. Concerning the which,
a

c

^^
ahin

we will hold ftill the precept which hegmeth vs in his books a man rouft

ofDuties,wherehefaith,Thatwhofoeuerwillbe wife, muff, not vpho!d

efchew two vices,oneis,he muft not vphold things vnknown r
'

ning s vn ~

asknownrand to efchew the falling into that vice, hemufl: j^™^1

fpend time and labour in confidering things aforehand. For if j .

a mans wit be not confirmed and fortified by reafon , h e doth ^

*

\ 0
£^v

cafilywauer, andiseafily dnuen from the difcourfe wheron mokm,

he
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he was grounded at the firft.Therefore itbehooueth that the

refoiution whereto lie ftickethbe firme, and not fubieft to

alteration , lead he doe things afore he hauc well confidered

and tried the,and fo it befal him as doth toliquerous perfons,

which oftentimes defire fome meat with eouer-earneft appe-

tit,wherof whe they haueonce had their fil,by &by theybe

weary ofit,which thing happeneth to fuch asenterprifeany

tiling lightly,and without good aduifcm ent aforehjnd . But

the choice that is grounded vponfure knowledge and firme

di fcourfe of reafon, dooth neuer alter, though the thing that

iv is vndeitaken come not to good end.The other vice wher-

cf Cicei o maketh mention, is, that fomc men fet all their iru-

die vpon things difficult and necdle{Te
5
ah:er the mancr of the

ouer-profound wifdomeof men in old time,to the which wif-

dome Socrates would in no wife jnue himfelfe.Therforelet vs

omit that kind of wifdome , as wherof we haue not to treat

here,and wheruntowe cannot artaine. Forthe former Philo-

fophers gaue themfelues the title ofWife men
;
yet notwith-

ftanding,thcfc that haue bin wifer than they,wouldnot take

that title vnto them.As Titkagoraf
y\vho faid,He was but only

a louer of wifdome . And Socrates, who confefled himfelfe to

know nothing.By reafon wherof he was accounted the wifeft

man of his time.And neuer fince was there any man fo proud

and prefumptuous , as to take that title vpon him. Asforvs

that are Chiiftians, we ought torcie&itvtterly, becaufe the

nameof wifdome is attributed tothefonne of God, and that

God only is wife:fo that we agree with the philofophers,That

wifdome confifteth rather m heauenly things , and in a cer-

Of DKcrcct- taine contemplation, than in aclion . And therfore letting it

rseflc. alone , we will rename to the other contemplatiue vertue,

which is called DifcreetneiTe,and (commonly) Wifdome al-

fo.But that is an vnpropper kind of fpeaking, whether we rp-

plythe tearmeto matter of vnderftandmg , or to matter of

art . As for example , when we fay that ThiJi^s was a wife in-

grauer, info faying we intend to (hew the vertue of the art,

becaufe wifdome is the perfe&eft of allskils. Which word

Wifdome

/'
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WifdomrJ mall be faine to vfe fometimes
, ( becaufe it isfa

vfed in our common fpeech ) not for the wifdome that fear-

cheth things diuine,wonderfull and hard toattainc vnto, bur

for the vettue of deliberating,which we call Difcreetnefle,

wherewith we hauetodealein humane affaires. For as ^r;-

flotle faith in his fixt booke of his Morals,No man confulteth

of things that are vnpofsible , and whofe end is not the good

that confifteth in action . But DifcreetnefTe which th e com- DifcreetneflV

monfort call wifdome, and confifteth chiefly in the choife of is not gotten

good from euilas not goten but by aduifed deliberation,wher-
^ifo\frtz

through we refufe the euiil andchufe the good.Which tiling
tfQn

cannot be done by afoole,or by a harebraindperfon.Foras^-

Um.n faith in his Pioucrbs , The foole hath no delight in •

DifcreetnclTe,but in the imaginations ofhis ownc heart. Thi-

U thelew expounding thefirft chapterof -^a/^faithjThat

by the knowledge of good and euill, Difcreationis to be vn-

derftood 3 which difecrneth and decmeth as a iudge be-

tweene one thing and another. Thereforclctvs come to the The 4efim&
definition of DifcreetnefTe, the which Cicero in his Acadc- on cif Difc

rniks caileth the Art of liuing , and which we may fay to be cwetne®!*

the way and path that leadetli to the morall vertues. u*'ri(io-

f/efaith, that Difcrectncffe is an habit matclied with the ve-

ry reafon that is peculiar to action , and clifcourfeth what is

good or eui'.And in another place he faith/That it is the ver-

tue of the reafonable part , which prepareth the things that

pertain to ]uppineiTe,meaningthe happineflc that cofifteth in

the good eftate of the foul e, and notin the outward eucnt of
things.For the well doing ofthings is the end ofouraCtios,&

ofour taking of the in hand.And therforc a good houfholder,

whom we call a good husband, & a good comon-weale man,
whom we call alio a man that hath good skill in matters of
flnte

; ( of whom the one hath an eye to the things that Tjie

are good for himfeife , and the other to the things that are rence be-'

good for the cpmmon-weale)areefleemed wife and clifcreet, nveenca dif.

when they performe their charge well. There is yet another cr" c ma"«

difference betweene a difcreetman, and a wel-aduifed man,™fJ^g
*

For
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For die man which aimethatfome certaine point , and im-

plo) reth all his_naturall wits to reach therunto , if it be for an

euill end,isneuerthele(Ie accounted wel-aduifed, wheras(to

fay more truly) heisfubtle and wilie ; and if it be for a good

end and in a vertuous matter,he is counted wife and difcreet.

For as isCrijlotle faith in his Morals, It is vnpofsible for an euill

man to b c wife.But he that in all thing fceth cleerely what

is true, and can by good mdgement and fharpenefleof wit

conceiue the reafon therof 5 that man is reputed wife , and

therfore men fecke vnto him in all their affaires . And as in

failing ( faith Socrates ) men beleeue the Pilot of the {hip
$

fo ought we to beleeue the wifeft in al the actions ofour life.

For the Pilot guideth the fhip by his difcretion 3 and as Ho-

mer faith in his Iliad-; , One Wagoner outgoeth another by
his aduifement. It is not by the ftrength and lightfomnefle of

body : but by difcreation and well-aduifednefle,that men doe
great things . And as Horace faith in his Odes, Force without

difcretion ouerthroweth it felfe . Forwifdome is better than

flrength,faith EccleJtaflicus.And Salomon faith in his Prouerbs,

that the wife man hath great ftrength 5 for by difcretion is

warre made,and by good counfell is vicftorie obtained.P^f///-

des faith :that a wifeman ismore worth than a ftrong man.And
Euripdes faith, That wife counfell is able to vanquim great

hofts . And therefore at Lacedemon the captaine that had

compared his matters by policie, did facrifice to their gods

with anOxe; and he thathad compared them by force,facri-

ficed a cocke. For although they were a warlike people ,
yet

they deemed that exploit to be greater and more befeeming

a man,that was atchieued by good aduifement, skill,and rea-

fon,thanthat which was executed by valeantnefTe and force

ofarms.And as ^Umander the Sarzin faid, Thofe that are of

mod skill in warre,how ftrcngfoeuer they be befides, had le-

uertcintrap their enemies by Heights and policies, than to

encounterthem valiantly at the fwords point. And Blondns in

his triumph at Rome faith, That the chiefe of an armie

fhould fight by difcretion and policie, rather than by bold-?

ncfle
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nefleand valiancie , becaiifcthereisnocomparifonbetwcene

wifdomeand drength ofbodie.For he that thinks there is no

good to be done but by hand-flrokes,is fo farre offfrom being

valiant, that lie is rather to be cdeemed rafh , Iiare-braind,

and furious.

Cicero in his bookeof inuention faith,That there are ofdif-

creetnefle three parts,Memorie,Skill,and Fore-cafl. Memo-
rie , whftrebv things pail are called XP mind againc

j
Skill,

which knoweth and viewcth things prcfenc ; and Fore-cad,

which confidercth what may happen afore it come . Others

doefetdowne eight parts of difcreetnefle 5 to wit, Remem-
brance,Fore-cad,SkiI, Rcafon,QuickeneiTeof wit , Teacha-

blenelTe, E\'perience,and Warincfle . I count him adifcreet

man that is (uHicicnt to ^ouerne others. For the doing wher-

or foure things aretobe confideredj firft the good wherunto

the difcrcet man leadeth others , wherein it behoueth him to

haue remembrance and fore-cafr.The manerofgouerning,fbr

the which it behooueth him to bee a man of skill andreafou,

In his leading ofother men he mult haue cunning and liueli-

nelTeofwit, and he mull be teachable and ealie to beleeue

good counfell. Andinrefpe&ofallthofcwhomehcegouer-

neth he mull be ofgood expcrience,and wel-aduifed,thathc

may rcfufetheeuill andchufethe good. The contrarie to
wilfullign©.

difcreetneile , is vndifcreetnefle or wilfull ignorance, when a raocc.

man neither knoweth nor will learne to know any thing,

(which is the thm£ that mod troubleth the life ofman ; and Ckm in his

as VUto faith in his Lawes , That man is ignorant which mifh-
ot

keth thegood,and louethtliat which is noughtworth . )And
when the willis bent againft skil and reafon,which naturally

beareth chiefe fway.

Difcreetnefle then is a vertuc of the mind proceeding

from a good vnderflanding and mdgement, which is encrea-

fed by knowledge and experience,and confifteth in the loo-

king into thingSjto the end that men may find them cade and

readieto bedelt with , afore they gocm hand with them,

forefceing what may or mould enluc by things already pad.

And.
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And becaufe the euents of things ( as faith Aftftatlt ) yeeld

not diemfelucs vnto our wils , vvc mufl apply our wils to the
theeenct h eiients,howbeit fo as our wils be ruled by difcretion.For mans
his J<ki*tiis

. jjfc
-

s a gamc at ta{ji eS) where ifa man meet with a caft of

the dice that he would not haue, hemuft amend it by his

Di* i«
C

jion°

f cunninS^n P1ia
>
r,as Sooc^ ta^e

'P^
ayers^0('' The effects of dik

creation arc to take deliberation , to difcouer good and euill,

and whatfoeuer els is to be followed orthunued in this life, to

vfe all manerof goods honeftly , to be ofgood conuerfation

with all men,to forefee occafions and adueutures,and to haue

experience of good and profitable things. As touching me-
roorie and quicknefleof wit, experience and knowledge, ei-

ther they be helps to difcretion, as experience and memorie -

y

or els they make a part of difcretion,as skill and quicknefleof

The praxes of wit.Thusyou fee what wifdomeis, the which sAriflotlejfyca-

Wildoir.e
• king ofthe venues ,doth rightly terme the queen ofal other

vermes, as which fheweth vs the order that we ought to

keepe in all things, which driueth away all incumbcrancc

and feare out of our mind , maketh vs to hue in tranquilitie,

andquencheth ail the heat of luftand couetoufnefle. S. lohn

ckrffottome vpon the thirteenth Pfalme, calleth it thelan-

ternc of the foule,the queene ofthoughts, and the fchoole-

miftrefle of good andhoneft things.lt is a vertue royall in

deed,andthe helme and helue of kings , without the which

they cannot gouerne well. This is it that made kings at the

beginning ( as I haue faid heretofore ) and chofe them out of

the people,asmofldifcre«et and wcrthie of all the multitude.

By wifdomernen diipofc of things prefent, 6c forefee things

to corae.By itwe bridle our arfecl ions,6c purchafe honour, as

Safomtw faith in the fourth of the Prouerbs , It maketh vs to

gouerne orderly,both in matters of peace and war*, andfuffe-

feth vs not to fall nor to be furprifed vnawares : It maketh vs

to doetheg:>od,and to efchew theetull . For Wildome (as

tAlexAnder ofAphrodyfc f;^th)is the <kil what is to be done,

and whatis to be left vaden .-.Therefore only the wife man is

worthy togouerne And (as Vl&to faith) happie be thofe ooi$h

nun
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mon-weales and kingdomes , where Philoicphers are kings, 'I^e wife

or the kings be Philofophcrs.- For the wife manor PhSoto-

pher hath this prerogatiue aboue othermen, thatheliucth
iiUe by

C

the

U

after the rule ofvertuc, without mufing vpon lawes , becaufe rale ofvermfs.

he vfeth reafon for his law,as ^4ntift:en;s and urfr'ifiippns (hid,

infomuch that if all lawes were abolifhed , yet would he not

ceafe to hue vprightly, as one that knoweth what is honeft,.

andwhatisvnhoneft. *L
^trlftotU being denuunded what profit hcreaped ofPhi-

lofophie,anf.vered, That I doe thofe things vncommaunded,

which other men doe for fcare of lawes. For the law is not S.7W 10 7i-

fet downc for the righteous, but for the vnrighteous , faith nwthh,

S.TahI. And therefore, if he that raignethbe not wife, his

kingdome cannot be happie.Curfedisthatkingdome where a

babe raigncth, becaufe the babe wanting the vfe of reafon,

cannot order his affaires with aduifed Difcretion . cirus

was wuontto lay, That no man ought to take vpon him
the charge of commaundin<> , vnlefTe he were better than

they whom hee is to commaund . For he that is agood man
andcommaundeth well , is commonly well obayed . Whea
one had laid that Lacedemon had bin vpheld by the skilful-

neffeofthe kings to commaund well- nay(quoth TbeopompuS)

but rather by the skill of the inhabitants to obay wel.For the. inaundemens
comandemcnt of the prince cktheobediece of the fubiccts, of ;hcprince,

arc anfwerable either to other . For commonly men miflike. nm3 tne °!)e«

to obay thofe,which haue no jkil to comaund wel.Infomuch
tliat the faithful obediece ofthe fubiccl dependeth vpon the anfwerable

(ufficiencie ofa good prince to commaund well . For he that eicher too-

well guidech,cauleth himfeife to be well followed vAnd like
h

.

as the perfection of the art of riding and of the rider, confi-
th

*
XkotLi*

ftetli in makingthe horfe obedient
, andinfubduing him to curgw.

rcafomeuen io the pnncipall effect of a kings skill, is to teach He that well

his fubiccts to obay well.
. . ^foUowci

lAntomt theMeeke was a vertuous and wife emperor, and
WC °

(b well aduifed in all his doings , that he neuer repented him
of any thing that he did. Wherata Senator ofRome marue-
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ling,asked Kim how it came to paffe , that his affaires had fo

goodfucceffe , that he neuer repented him of any thing that

he did, that he was neuer denied any thing that he asked,

and that he neuer commaunded any thing which was not

obayed.lt is (quoth he) becaufe I make all my doings confor-

mable to reafon ; I demaund not any thing which is not right-

full , and I commaund not any thing which redoundeth «ot

more to the benefit ofthe commonweale,than to mine own
WirfJomcis a profit. To conclude, Wifdome is a fhield againft allmiftbr-

all mtsSr
amft

{une-Menm°^ time werewont tofay,that a wife man might

tunc. fhape his fortune as he lifted
;
fuppofing thatmisfortune,beit

neuer fo ouerthwart , is wonderfully well oucr ruled by the

difcreation ofa wife and fage perfon. And as Plnttrch faith in

the life of Fahim , The Gods doe fend men good luckeand

profperitie,by means of vertueand difcreation, notwithftan-

ding that the euents offortune be not allin our power,as faid

siratnnes, who being demaunded why his fogoodly & fo wife

difcourfcs had not euents anfwerable to their deferts 5 becaufe

(quoth he)to fay and to doe what I lift is in mine owne power,

but the fecjuele and fuccefle therof , isaltogetherin fortune,

and in the king . Therefore when The cion the Athenian had

refifted Zc^ftffnn a ccrtaine cafe, wherof notwithftanding

the euent was profperous , and fawthat the Athenians glori-

ed of the vi&oric which Leojlkenes had gotten, I am well con-

tented ( quoth he ) that this is done , butyetwould I not but

that the other had bin councelled. Julius Cafar gloried in his

good fortune, butyet his bringing of his great enterprifesto

paffe, was by his good gouernment and experience in feats of

warre.To be fhort,the wife and difcrcet man findeth nothing

ftrange,neitherfcareth he any thing,no not though the whole
frame ofthe world ( as Horace faith ) lhouid fall vpon him.

The reafon wherof is,that he had minded it long time afore-

hand, and had fore-confidered what might happen vntohim,

and had provided remedie for all by hisforefight and difcrea-

tion . For as Salomon faith, The mind ofthe wife (hall not be

attainted,no not euen with feare . Such folks? axe not fubieel;,

neither
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neither too great greefe,nor too excefsiue ioy: they neuerwar
hope,neither do theyquaile for any misfortnne : fo that they

be hard to be ouercome,becaufe they be fully refolued of all

things that may betide them,and do take order for all things

aforehand by their wifedome.Forwifedome (faith Salomon) is

to his ownour as a liuelyfoimtaine,as a deepe water , and as a

flowing ftreame.And as a ioint of timber clofed together in

the foundation of a buildmg,cannot be difioined,fo alio earn

not the heart that is ftabliihedinthe thoughts of discretion.

And as S+siujiin fayth, Wifdometeacheth vs to continue at

one ftay,both in profperitic and aduerfitie, like vnto the hand

which changeth not his name,but is alwaies one , whether it

beheld out,orgathered vp together.And albeit that wifdome

be a gift ofGod,aud come ofa well difpofed mind , and of a

good vnderftanding,yca and of a body that is well tempered,

as witneiTeth Galen in his firft bookc ofTemperatures, where

he fayth,That the firft actionof aman ofgood temperature, The firil a&io

is Difcretion
5 yet is itgotten by learning and difcipline. For ofa ™anof.

the true defirc ofdifcipline is the beginning ofwifdome. Alfo f^ure'
it is gotten by long experience and knowledge of things paft, action,

and dv continual 1 exercife in dealing with fundrie affairs . For

as o^/m^w* fayd(by report of sAttltu GelUni)Wifedome isbe-

gotten by vfe,and concerned by memorie
3
meaning thereby,

that it confifteth in bookes,which put vs in remembrance of

things paft,and in experience which is the vfe and praftife of

wifedome.In fo much that neither fie that hath butonly lear-

ning,nor he that hath but only experience^ able to attain vn-

to wifdome: but he that will dealc perticularly and vniuer-

tally in all affairs,mult haue them both,as well the one as the

other.And as ^Cnflode faith, there are three things needfull

to the obtainment of Wifdome, namely, Nature, Learning,

and Exercife. For it isinvaine toftriueagainft Nature, Lear-

ning muft be had at learned mens hands, and Exercife is the

perfection of learning.And therefore it will not be amifle to

-treat of Learning and Experience.

M CHAP.
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CHAP- II.

tf? That thegoodgot4ernour mujl match Laming
and Experience together.

S the body is made the more ftr«7g

and better diipofed bymoderatexer-

cife :* fo mans vnderftanding grow-
eth and encreafesh by learning, and
becommeththe ftrongcrand, better

difpofed to the managing of affairs.

In which refpeft, DemetrirnVhaL^

reus counfelled Vtolcmie king ofjE-

gvpt,to make diligent fearch for filch bookes as treated of
• kingdoms,and declared the qualities that are requifit for the

well and due executing ofthe office ofa king.And lAlexdnder

SeiierM ncuerht incounfellvponany cafe of importance, or

vpon any matter offtate and war3but he called fuch to coun-

fell as bare the name to be well feene in hi(torics.\3/<# would

not haue any man chofen a gouernour in his commonwealth,

The want of butfuch as were of skill
$
faieng that the want of skill is the

ikihscauie of caufeof great inconueniences. Philip commaunded ^lexan-
great mif- £er tQ cfoey trifle tlr,and to be a good ftudjent : to the intent

C
(quoth he)thatye do notmany things whereofyc lhal repent

you afterward..Adrian as wellinpeace asinwarre, hadoi the

skilfullcft Philofophers alwaies about his perfon $ and among
'

:> Others, he had x\vo^^^^c^j^Hms^.Ntt^ti^ . Tlu-

tarke in the life o$CoricUn fayth , that the greateft fruit that

/ men reape ofthe knowl edge ofgood learning, is that.thcrby

they tame and meeken their nacure,that afore was wild and

fi?rce,fothat by vfe ofreafon,they find the Meane,and leaue

the Extream.When one asked ^Ifous king ofArragon,wher-

fore he did fo greatly Ioue learning > Becaufe ( qd. he) by rea-

ding I haue learned war and the law of arms : acknowledging

therein,



Of Learning, andFxperjenr-. 16*
/*

***

therein,thar no wit be Jt ncuer fo gooctxan fefhion it felfe wci

andbecome worthieofthe charge which it fliall vnderrake,

Without learningand doctrine. Like as the fatteft ground in

the world can beare no corne except it be well tilled : To na-

ture of it felfe drawcth and prouoketh vs, by giuing vs a de-

firc of knowledge and skill,as cictro faith in his books of Du-
ties ; but Ignorance (which wee find fault with , as with the

thingthat darkencth anddefaceth mans vnderftandmg) can-

not be done away, but by learning . My meaning is not to

makea prince perfectly skilful in all fciences , but only in that

kind of learning which concernethhiftories, and precepts of

good hfe*according to the counfell ofDemetrius and Ifocr4tes y

whpfaid,thatthe wifdome which is proper to kings, confi- Tkcwifedomc

fteth in Learning and Experience; of which two^Learning ofaking con-

teacheththcwaytodocwell, and Experienceteachcth the
fi?

crh,
J

Iear"

i r r t« aT j at . i
rung and cx-

meane now to vie Learning well . And albeit that Traun,
pCr:cncc ,

(who was one of the beftpnncesofthl^vorld)gauenothim-

felfe to learning for any commendation therof that Tltttarke

made vnto him
$
faieng that the gods immortall had not

made him to turne ouer the leaucs of bookes, but to dealc

with martiall affairs :yct was he not an vnskilfull pcrfon, nei-

ther miflikcd h e oflearned men, but had Philofophers, Law-
ycrs,and other men ofgood learning and knowledge neerc a-

bout hira.And cotwithftanding th at he was well aduifed and

difcrect, yet in doing mam' things vpon his owne hcad,hc fai-
.

led not to doe fome whereofhe repented afterward, becaufe

the benefitof nature was not fufficiently kiltred by learning,

which is the thing wherein princes faile. For if they bee not

taught by the dumb fcholemaifters,that is to fay, by bookes,

they will hardly be taught by the liucly voice 5 becaufe the

fchoolemairter is afraid and dareth not compell them,but let-

teth them docwhatthey lilt at their own difcretion,& there-

fore they cannot leamc fowelias others Jthat are vnder cor-

te&ion. But thebooke although itdoe not fpeake,vttereth

what it lifteth.without either feare or blufhing, and giueth

filch warnings vnto Princes > as their tutors durft not doe.

M 1; Therefore
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Therefore all their recourfe ought to be vnto bookes, as well

to vnderftand the truth,as to learne the hiftorie,wherein they

fhall fee a thoufand policies ofwarre,infinit goodly fayings, a

thoufand inconueniences that haue lighted vpon cuil princes;

their groffenes,their lewdnefle,and their wickeduefle.Onthe

contrarie part,they fhall take lingular pleafure in reading the

praifesof good princes • they lhall fee their wifedome , ver-

tue,andgood demeanor in matters both ofpeace and warre.

Howthey defended themfeluesfro their enemies , how they

wound themfeluesoutoftheir hands,what they did to main-

taine their Hates, and what got them their good reputation,

and made them toprofperin all things. Which thing the va-

leanteft captains could well skill to put in prattife -

y
who not

only haue helped themfelues by learning in the managingrtjf

their affairs,as Cicero and Lucullm (who had frnarl experience

ofwtm'o)^lexmderthe great, lulw C*far, and rnfinit other

great captains: but alfo haue fet downe to theKifelues as it

wercinalooking-glafle,fbme fuch perfonages as they haue

liked to follow. As for example, Alexander fetting sAchilles

before him for his pattern e,neuer flept without the Iliads of

Ecmer vnder his pillow. The paterne of lulius C*far was ^f-

lexander
5 and Cirm was the pattern of Scipio, who neuer went

without a Xenophon : no more did elfins king of Arragon go
without the Commentaries of Ctfar ^ nor the emperour

Charles the fift , without the Remembrances of pbdtp of

Comines..

After whole example, all noble-minded princes, ought

firil to haue the hiftories of the holy Bible, and (befides

them) ofthe Heathen hiftories, the hues of Traian, *Anto-

nie the MtckcAlexander the Stern, & fuch others,by whom
theyfhal learne toorder their life aright. And to allure them

The praife of the more vnto learning, I will alleagc the faying ofSalomon,

Learning. in thex< chapter of his Proueibs, There is much gold and

(lore of pearles, but bookes of knowledge are the precious

iewcls. By knowledge.charrjbers are filled with all maner of

coftly and pleafant Ituflfe . And as he favth in another place,

The
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Tke wifeman hathgreat mightjand theman of knowledge
hath great ftrcngth.Forby skill are vvarres made,and where
manybe that can giue counccll,therc is vittorie . Ctcere in his

oration for ^Archus faith,That learning is the teacher ofver-

tue,adelighterandrefremerof vswhen we be at home a-

lone in our owne houfes,and a companion that cumbercth vs

notwhen we goe abroad. Ittrauelleth with vs,it flcepeth

with vs,it is an ornament vnto vs inprolperiric , and a help

c

in aducrfitie.

Many being in prifon , many being in captiuitie to their e-

nemies,many being in banifhment, haue borne their misfor-

tune well by means of learning. Diogenes was wont to fay,

That learning made yong men fober,comforted old men,en*

riched poore men,and made rich men glorious, becaufe lear-

ning reftraineth the flippernefle ofyouth, andfirpplieth the

defe&sof old age. ^fnflotle faith, that the eiesreceiue light

from the aire about them, and the mind from the hberallici- ceiuctMighc
ences 5 and that learning ferueth for an ornament in profperi- frcm lcar-

tie,andfora refuge in aduerfitic. ^Arifiippns was wont to fay, ning.

There is asgreat differencebetweene the learned and vnlear-

ned,asisber.vcene theliuing and tjie dead. Send them both
(quoth he )into a Change countrie,and you lhall fee what dif-

ference there lS.Thc which appeared well in DennU y whoof
the king of Sicilie,became a fchoolemaftcrat Corinth , and

might haue framed for hunger, had it not bin for his learning.

The forefaid Philofopher ^riftipptis was wont to fay,That it

was better to be a beggar than to be vnlcarned 5 becaufe the

beggar hath no need but ofmony, but the vnlearned hath

need of humanitie j as who would fay , that he which wan-

ted knowledge was no man.

Socntes was wont to fay,That for warjiron was better than
Yc -

r

goldjandthat forthelifeof man,learningwas better thanri- n jDg i s ict icr

ches. At luch time asTattlu* Erttiletti was for to encounter than riches,

with Perfens the 1 aft king ofMacedonie,& that his armie was
fbredifmaid at the eclips ofthe moon whicli then happened}

Suljicim incouraged them by his learning, in that hee

M iij allured
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allured themofviftorie by his knowledge in the Mathema-
tical! fciences. By the like knowledge Archimedes defended

the citieof Syracufe from the force of Marcrib*. In this pro-

of Eloquence cefIeoflearning,I will not omit Eloquence, which the men of

old time termed the Queene of men , as one which euen by

force drue vnto her the arTettionsof as many as fhee fpakc

vnto.Plutarch in the life of PwV/«,faith that Eloquence is an

Art that weeldeth mens minds at herpleafure,and that her

cheefe cunning is,to know well how to mooue mens pafsions

and affections to her lure, which are as you would fey the

Tunes andfounds ofthefoule,whichis willing tobe touched

by the hand of a good mufician.And albeit that a good natu-

ral! difpofitionbe very requifit to haue the toung atcomman-
dement,yet will nature doe but fmall feruice,ifit be not poli-

flied by learning.On the contrary part,the man that is rude of

fpeech by nature, may become eloquent andwell ipoken, in

amending his euill difpofitionby learning.I meane not that he

fhal becom as good as Dcmcfthenes,but that he may be able to

make fome breefe oration to the people,orto menjofwar,that

fliail be offorce topeifuade them,as the braue captains ofold

times did.Ncflo r is eommendedofBomer^otonly for hisgood

skill and counfell, but alfo for his Eloquence , faying that the

words iflued from his lips as fweetas honie. Notwithstanding
O^wcheora-

tnat p/>r^ was one of the belt captains ofthe world , yet

cities by bis
would he fay that Cyne** had woon him mocities by his elo-

cloquencc, quence,than he himfelfe had doneby the fword. Anon after

than virmt lnQ expuliing of the kings out of Rome>there felmch debate

itcH
C between the fenators and th e common-people,that the citie

was like to hauegone to vtter ruineby it.But ^tgrippa pacified

the whole matter by his eloquence, and brought the people

backe to obedience, when they had alreadie bauded them-

felues in companies. plfifiratm handled the Athenians fo cun-

ningly with thefineiTe ofhis toung,thathe made himfelf king

of Athcns.Such as were fent by Ctnna to haue flaine^/w/e

the Orator,were fo furprifedwith his eloquence , that when
taey heard himfpeake, they had no mind at all to kill him.

The
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The eloquence ofclctr$ caufed the difanulling of the Jaw for

thediuidingofland$,whercof thepcople of Rome had con-

ceiuedfo great liking,and which had bene fo often propoun-

ded ^ info much thatwhen they had heard him fpeake
, they .

Stterly abohfhed it for cuer : wliereofThnie makerh a won-

er.Thelike graceof (peech enforced IhIihs Cafer to par-

don z.;^4r/w,whome he was refolutly determined to haue put

todeatli. jphWpi^A iifymJY&v&Qi
Tobefhort,kis a thing of fo great power, that a prince

who hath many vnder his charge , can in no wifeforbeare it.

Andif he fortune not to be eloquent inough of himfelfe, it

would behoue him to haue fomegocd orator about him , as

^ffl/fjtooke^r5;uoprrfuadcthepeople,and to preach vnto

thcm,bccaufe he found himfelfe vnfltfor that purpofe. For ic

is to no purpofe for a man to haue goodly conceits, vnlefle he

pst themforth.For according to the faieng of Tkemiftodes, E- * ca™oc

loquence is like a peece of tapiftrie wrought with figures and
celtenVcoVcit*

imagene,which mewthemfelues when the cloth is vnfoldcd 0fhis mind.if

and are hidden whenit is lapped vp together : and euen fo a he wancElo-

irian cannot fhew the goodly conceits of his mind,vnleflehee c
l
ucncc»

haue eloqnen£etovtterthem. C/Vero fauh in his Orator,that

by the eloquence and perfuafion offuch as could handle their

toungs well,the people that were fcattered abroadin the wild

fields and forrefts,were firftbrought into cities and townes. It

is of fuch force tlut it maketh the things to be beleeued that

were mcredible,andfmoothcth things that were vnpolifticd.

Andasthemindisthebcautieof a man, fo is Eloquence the

beautifierof the mind.Thefamc author in the fecond booke

ofthe Nature ofgods faith thus,A beautiful and diiune thing

foochly is Eloquence,for itmaketh vs tolearne the things we
know not and to teach the things we know; by it we pcrfuade

and comfort the forrowfull.by it we encourage them that bee

difmaicd,byitwc ftrike them dead that are too luftie , by it

wepacifiethe angrie,and kill folks lulls : that is it that hath

drawne vs into feilowjlijp^intofocietie^nto cities , to hue ac-

cording to equitie and law.

M Hij Vet
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OfExperic cc Yet is it not inough to haue learning and eloquence, vnleile

they bee alio matched with experience. 2/<#inhislawes,

would hauea Prince to be chofen ofthe age of fortieycares,

to the end he mould gouerne wcli'by good difcretion and ex-

perience. For it is well known, that neither Phifltions nor Ge-
nerals of war/be they neuer fo well inftructed with precepts)

can well difcharge their duties without experience. And(as

the empcroi' Adrian waswonttofay ) in the generall ordering

and managing of matters of State , One yeares experience is

better wporth than ten yeares learning. And for that caufe he

preferred *Antonie to the Empire before Match* tAurelM, as

making more account of ^Monies cxperiencc,than oiMafk}

lerning.

Agamemnon defaed not fo much to haue learned and elo-

quent men of his counfell,as to haue fuch as Neftor was,that js

to fay,men of great experience. Vlntar^e faieth that the wife

and val eant captaine Philcpe ^prefuming th at his skill which

he had in ordering a battel vpon the land,wouldalfoferuc him

alike vpon the fea, learned to his coll,what fway experience

beareth in matters ofchiualrie,and how great aduantage they

haue in all things which are well experienced. The skill how
to gard and defend a mans felfe,is not learned(fueth ThncidU

des
) by talking, but accuftoming himfclfe to pains-taking and

to handling of his weapon . One asked Ztuxidamus,why the

Lacedemonians had no lawes writtcn:becau(e(quoth he)thty

fhould rather enure thcmfelues to the doingof noble and ho*

norable things,than to read ofthem., Panthoidtf faid the fame
to the Athemans,th at asked him what he thoughtofthc Phi-
lofophers,which had deputed before him

;
alluring them that

they had lpoken goodly things, biitto themfeluesvnprofita-

b\c-
7
whereby he meant to doe the Athenians to vnderftand,

that they had vertue in thcirrnouths, but not in their deeds.

The knowledge thatisgotten,fcrueth to the ordering ofmens

S^^ahod
a^^s

>
^ut^* ^c VVltnout pratlife, it is like a body without a

^thbuci
X fou!e. Very vnwife therfore was he, which by his fophiftrie

fault, would haue made ffbicrates beleeue, that the Philofopheris

the
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thconelygocdciptaine.Andwe may wellfay with *Atuxip*

pw,that fuch difcourferS doe (hew themfelues wife in words,

but in effect, arc ftarke foolcs.

Now therefore we conclude with sArtfitle , that fuch as

will deale in matters offtate,muft aboue all things haue ex-

perience , and this experience is gotten by pra&ife and exer-

cife,which is the pcrfefter ofLearning.For we fee that by ex-

ercifea weake man becommethftrong,and doth better away

with trauell,than he that being ftrong doth not vfe excrcife,

as^tffr^ffjfaythin ATf«^£*;?.Againe, they that bee practifed

in all things, deeme truly of duties, and vnderftandeth what

bclongeth to euery man.And fas faith Mnfonini) Vertue is a,

fcience that confiftethnot only in vnderftanding , but alfo in

afrioti.For euenas in Phificke orMufickeitisnotfufficientto

bcskilfullof the art,but there inuft alfo be a pra&ife of the Theskillof

anions that depend vpon the art and fcience :fo in the fcience goucming,

of Gouernment,a prince muft be praftifed in that which con- tonfiftcth

cerneth aclion,rather than in that which conccrneth concern- ^fe^anTn
plation. fpeculation.

Can he thinke himfelfc to be of good skil,which when he
is to go in hand with his worke, findethit cleane contrarie to

his imagination ? Surely(as Terence fayth)there was ncuer yet

any man fo well aduifed afore-hand in his determinations,

vvhome age& experience haue not eroded with fomeftrangc

cncounter,fo as he hath found himfelfe tofeeke in the things

wherein he thought himfelfe moft ski lfull rand whenh'e came
to the execution, hath reiectedthat wliich he thought to bee

beft afore he began to go in hand with it . And that is allego-

ncally the very tree ofthe knowledge ofgood and euill, after

the opinion of S. <Auften in his thirteenth booke of th e citie of

God.For in matterofState at is very dangerous to take white Insdange-

fbrblacke,and to thinke a mans felfe to know that which hee
^offt^"

knoweth not.Thereforeit behooueth a prince to be a dealer
CQ ^ke

in Insowne artairs^nd to exerdfe his mind at times in reading for black*,

ofbookes, without forgetting to exercifehisbody.Hc muftfo

counterpeifc his mind and his body,as the one be not exerci-

fed
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fed without the other. And yetit is notinough forapilnce to

exercife himfelfc, except he doc alio make his fubiects to be

cxercifed,which thing hefliall eafily doe, if hee make often

Wagers with rewards,ror {hooting in guns, for running, foriu-

fl:ing,for fighting at thebarriers,a«idfo forth of other like ex-

erc5es,howbeit with lcaft fumptuoufnetfe, and moll profit.

MbcTiins aoth ^or notning doth better acquaint men with feats ofarm%than

betcr acquaint the often exercife ofthem.7>W*itf was not to learneintnat art,

men with feus for he entertained maifters of chiualrie atpenfions, to teach

tl^oftcn

3 '1

y0UnS nien tnc art °^war
>
as t0 bi"eake tneir horfes

,
to han-

&ko[ (hem-
^e their weapons,tofiioote in erode-bows, toskale wahes,to

make fireworks,to vndermine caftcls, topafie riuers in diuing,

and to ca& themfelues cunningly in a fquare.To be fhort, hec

gaue his people fomuch to doe,that they had no leifure to be

idle,neitherintimeofpeace,norintimeofwarre. When his

men ofwarre were rnoft in peace, then did hee mod: exercife

them in feats ofwarre. faying that for hisfo doing, ftrangers

would fhnd in feareof him, when they faw him continual'y

accompanied withmen ofexperience in chiualrie. Hee made
daily new.tournies and ioufls to exercife his men of arms, hee

madeforts,combats oftento ten,runnings,wre(tlings,andfuch

other exercifes : faying comonly, That it was no faireor com-

mendable fight, to fee a man either without a booke in his

band to learne wifdome, or withouta weapon in his fift to dc*

fend himfclfe againftfooles and ignorant perfons.

CHAP. III.

^ OfJufiice }
cr Righteoufmjfe.

Owremaineth to rpcakeof the chcefc of the
vertues, which containethall vermes, namely

of Rjghteoufnefle 5 the which (as faith Cafio-

</<»w)caufeth mans life to be contained within

order of Law,and to be lead afteranotherma-
ner
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netthan the brute beafts which Hue at auenture j without the

which,the exceilencie ofwit ferueth to no purpofe , whereas

contrariwife,RightcoufneiTe may be without WittinelTe.And
in comparing them, wee make more account of the duties of

righteoufnefle,which confiftin action, and in the preferuation

ormens wclfare,than in the duties ofwittineiTe, which confift

but in knowledge.

Font is a greater matter to doe a thing difcreetly,than but P " mo« t0

only to forecaftit wifely. Plutarch in the life of ^nftMes,hith ^*^"%
h
* -

it is the vertue whereofthe vfe and exercife is mod continual, ro forecaA \%

and of whofe doing molt men doc ordinarily feel e theforce, wifely,

making the life ofthem diuine and heauenly , which are pla- -

ccdin degree or profperiue,powerandauthoritie, the which

by vnrighteoufneffeismadefauagcandbcaftly. Themen of

old time fayd that lufittr himfelfe could net well gouerne his

kmgdome without righteoufnciTc, according wherunto Dmii
fayth,That the Lord louethrighteoufneiTe,and that his coun-

tenance beholdeth the thing that isiuft.Aiidin another place

hefaieth, that he hath prepared hisfeatefor righteoulhelTc

and mdgement. And S.T«ul in thcfiril epiftle to the Corin-

thians faith, That God hath made our Lord Icfus Chnft our

-righteoulendIe,wifdome
;holine?,and redemption. Sahtncn

faith in his Prouerbs/Thata kings throne is vpheld by righte*

oufie;. And flHUrfa in the life ofDemttriw faith, That no-

thing is more fit and wei-befecming for a.prince, than to doe N'cthJngdotWfc

right and to execute mfticejbe.caufc Mart^nich beookeneth befeem

.force) is a tyrant : but ris;ht and law ( as foicth TuuUrm >re a P"n£
c« ,han

-•queens orthewnole wond. And /ft»wr faith, thatkingsand

princes luue receiucdintruftof /*/>*ffr,the cuftodie and kee-

ping, not of enginsto oucrthrow cities and to deftroy them,
nor yet pfiliippes, fortrefles, and armies j but pCrjgi^cfuil cu-
ftomesand holy iawes.Foras 2?*Wfaytlun thexKxiijp&lnie,

God louethaboue all things that right fnould reigneandiu- .

dice take place. Not without caufehaucl faid thatnghte, com^icth^
oufnelTe containeth all vertues . For he thatis righteous hath venues,

no need of any other thing , whether it bee wrfedome, or

valiant- -
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vaUantncfife, which isnothing without righteoufne{ie,as >4ge<*

JtUfts faid . So that ifwe were throughly righteous,there nee-

ded no force,for to whatpurpofe mould force ferue,ifrighte-

oufoefiewere with vs, yeclding vnto cuery man that which is

VateantneflTc his . And as lelifitritts (aid in a certaine oration to his men of

fcrueth to no war, Valeancie ftandeth that man in no deed which wanteth
purpofc,where righteoufnes. As for Liberalitie,we fhall find that it cannot be

wanteth
" " exercifed without righteoufnes . For whofoeuer giueth with-

out aduifement and beyond his abilitie, to them thatare vh-

worthie , is not to be called liberal!, but prodigalL Contrari-

wife, he that rccompenfeth menofgoodferuice,valeantcap-

teines,good mdges, and othermen ofgoodbehauiour and ho-
neftie,worthily and according to fuch abilitie as he hath ,is ac-

counted liberallyWhereby it appearcth,that he cannotexer-

<:ife Libcralitie,without that kind ofrighteoufnes which con-

fifteth in diftribution. Ifwe intend to fpcake ofTemperance,

we mail findthat it is vnited vnto righteoufnefiejand that the

Intemperateperfonwhich is fubie&to his pafsions,cannot doe
any thing aright , fo long as he is intangled in that vice, as wc
read of Dautd and*/*V^, who leauing right and righteouA

nes, caufed Vr'ut* and Nahoth to be put to death ; and fo did

mfinitotherSjwhomelomitforbreifneilefake.Infomuch that •

no man can be called a temperat or ftaicd perfon , vnlefle he
bee righteous . ^ttjiides being asked what it was that men
called Righteoufnefle ; To abftain (quoth he )from coueting

that which is another manstaswho would fay,he was ofopini-

on, that if couetoufnefle bee put away, it is a verie eafie mat-

ter to doe well. §Jerome faith, that righteoufnefle is an equal!
*

diftributing ofallthings,whercunto whofoeuercleaueth,kee-

peth vprightnesin eucry thing. Itknows what is due to God,
to the faints,to his fellows and companions, to his neighbour,

to himfelfe,andtotheftranger.Foritis good right that a man
illould loue and worfliip God, honor his companions,pay tri-

bute to PrinceSiabilainefrom pride,be mceke and gentle,not

hate ftrangers, no nor his enemies, but rather loue them, and

fubmit himfclfe to hisfuperiours or elders.From thence fprin-

geth

\
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geth mercie,and the feruice which weyeeld vnto God. Now
then, RighteoufenelTe( according xo^iriftotle )is a vertue of Definitions of

the mind,which yeeldcth vnto euery man according to his
R's tC0U^C8*

deferts. Or elfe it is a certaine hauiour of the mind, which v

obferueth vprightneile, and giueth to euery man that which

to him belongeth.Or elfe,itis anafte&ionof the mind which

makethvs apt to doe rightfull deeds ,
wherethrough wedoe

and be defirous to doe , that which is good and honeft. For

they that doe righteoufly bvcompulfionof law, cannot bee

elteemed righteous therefore . The lawiers define Rigbte-

oufnes,to be a conftant and continual purpofe, ofyeelding vn-

to euery man that which belongeth vnto him. Cicero faith it

is an endowment of mind, which difpofeth a man vnto eue-

ry one according to his degree 5 Co keening and maintai-

ning euery mans profit in peculiar,as may Deft: (landwith the

conferuation ofthe whole.Men in old time faid,that Righte-

ouihefle was a goddefle,fitting at Inciters feat. Heftodm faith,

flic was borne of /«/>/V/r,and Homer faith ihe was borne of all

the gods.

To be mort,all the Heathen faid it was a Heauenly ver-

tue
5 wherein they agree with this which S.Teter faith in his

fecond epiftle,We looke for the new Earth , and new Hca-
uens,wherein nghteoufhefTc dwelleth . And as T?Utn faith in

his Common-weale
,
RjghteoufhefTc is the greateft good O^htficfirft-

thing,that euer God bellowed rpon vs, as whereof hce him- ™[ ofnoh"
felfe is the very author and firft ground j wherein he fpeaketh icoufnefle.

0
•

diuinely and agreeable to the commaundmentofour Lord Ie-

fus,who wiileth vs to feeke the kingdome ofGod,& his righ-

teoufneSjbecaufe ifwe fo do,we fhali not Want any thing.And
DauU counfelleth vs to offer vnto him the facrifice of Righ-

teoufneffe.S.TWinthe epiftle to theRomans, oppofeth vn-

nghteoufncfte^gainftrightcoulhefic $fo as the contraiie to

righteoufncfTe^is etull . For asfayth faint lercme, writing to

the daughter of Morris
,
Righteoufncffe is nothing elfe but Righteoufoet.*

the efchewirigot finne,and the cfchewing of finne is the kee- finncth no:,

ping of the comnaaundements of Gods law . And therefore
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Ecclejiafticw faith thus , Tume away fronuhinc vnrighteous

deeds,and turnc againevnto the Lord. And in the Proucrbs,

Righteoufnefle(faith Salomon) exalteth a whole nation , but

finneis a reproch vnto peopleAnd in the fourteenth Pfalmc
it isfayd,Thou hated VnrighteoufaefTe.

Nowthen,Righteoufne(reisthcvertueof thcfoule, and

Vnrightcoufnefle is the vicetherof, & the procurer of death.

And(as Vkilo faith) Vnrighteoufnefle is the linage and off-

fpringofvice.And this vicebringeth with it paine andtrauell,

according to this faying ofDauidin the feucnth Pfalme , Be-

hold he trauelleth with vnrighteoufneiTe and wickednelTe.

Vnrighreour- fUto in his Common-wcalth,faith,that to order or djipofc,to

nes is the foul commaund,tG counfell oraduife,& fiich other things, are pro-
° l fiane#

perties peculiartothe foule, fo as an euill foule mifcommaun-

deth,iriiiordere^h,arKlmifcouncelleth 5 and contrariwifc, a

good foule doth all things well which it doth . And like as a

man is cfteemed to be in health when his body is altogether

difpofed according to the orderofnature 5 and contranwife to

be out ofhealth 3when the parts ofhis bodybe infected , and

all goes contrarie to the order ofnature : euen fo to doe righ-

teoufly,is nothing eife but to kecpe the parts of the foule in

fuch order,as they may bothcornmaund andobey,according

to the true rule ofNature.The fame authorfaith in his Pro-

PJghteoufnes tagoras,That righteoufnefle and holineiTe are both one,or at

and holinefle leaft wife they be venues very like one another. In fo much
arc both one. that,fuch as righteoufnelTe is,fuch alfo is holinefle 5 iind fuch

-asho!inelTeistfuch alfo is righteoufnelTe. And in hisTheete-

tus he fayth,That hewhich is the holieft araongft vs, is iikeft

vntoGod,accordinglyasourLordieacheth vs in his Euan-

gelift <?rf/^;r
5
faieng Follow ye the example of your hea-

he duties of uenly father.The dutie ofRighteoufnefle is to hue honeffiy,
^UghccQulacr. without hurtingany man, andfasfayth /«y?;/?/4»)toyeeld to

euery man that which belongeth vnto him. Cicero in his Du-
ties fetteth down two forts therof,the fLft is,thatama mould

hurt no man,vnprouoked by iniurie and wrong firft done vnto

liim,the which thing notwkhftaiiding,isforbiddenby God,as

* in
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In fcfpeft ofreucnge,<Sc hath alfo ben put in pra&ife by diuers

heathen men.Thefecondis, thatwe vfe comonihings as co-

mon,and priuat things as priuat.But according to chriThanitier

Righteouines confifteth in twoprecepts,wherofthe firftis, to

louc Godjand the fecond is to loue ourneighbor:andon that

dependeth al thatis written in the law& the Prophetsln the

firlt. confiftcth thediuincand cotemplatiue righteoufnes,and

in the latter confilTeth the diflributiue righteoufnelle.For it is

notinoaghforaminto honour God,tofcare him, and to ab-

ILiine from euiil,except he alfodoe good and be helpefull to

his neighbour rand by the wordNeighbor, Iraeane all men,

fpecialy thofe that are <rood.For,as faith Tithaooras^wc ou°;ht J
te "g^eou*

r
i\ c 1 A 1 c 1 r ftranger is tor

toelteememore ofa righteous Uranger, thanorakinlman or
be preferred

countriman that is vnhonefr.Which thing our Lord hath told before the vn-

vs more exprcOvjinfaiengJ-Ie that doth the will of God, is riglueoui

my kinfmaniny brother,and my mother. And alfoin another
{cm[aians

place by die parable ofthe Samaritan,that had fhewed him*

leife to be the wounded Lewes neighbor in very deed, by fet-

ting him vpon his horfe, and by hauing a fpeciall care of him,

wherein he, and not thepricftsand Pharifies that madenone
account ofthe wounded man,had done the dutie of Righte-
oumerte.Wherby itappcarethjthe righteous man takes pains

rather for other men than for himfclre,and had leuer to forgo

fome part of hisowncgoods, thantodiminifh another mans.

N ;JWtherefore,whcnmeninftrucltheignorant, releeue the
*

poore.yeeldto their neighbors that which belongs vnto the, J.

by helping them with things at their need $ when the great

perfonages oppres not their inferiors, nor the king his fubiecls,

then may it be fud that righteoufnesraigneth in that coutrie.

And ifeuery man would hue after that manner, there mould
need neitherJawnor migiltrat. Forasfaitji Menander

y
Their

owne manners fhonldbe as lawes . But for as much as few
mendoegiuethemfeluesto righteoufnefle, there mufr. of ne-
cefsitie be laws and magiftrats to enforce fiich vnto righteouf-

ncfTc,aswiIl not be righteous for loue rand to that end are

kings and rulers ordained of God. For.( as faint Tattle faytli)

'the
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the king is Gods lieutenant on earth, the maintainer ofrigh-

teoufnes, and as itwere his chancelor:fo as they which require

iuftice athishand,refoitnotvrrtohimasto aman^butasto the

very righteoufnesitfelf,wherofhe is the dealer forth,through

the wilof God,according to this faiengof Salomo in the booke

of Wifdome, Byme kings reigne, and counfellors determine

right; Byme princes rule,and all lords iudge their lands . Not
without caufe therefore , did Homer call lungs the difciplesof

Jupiter • as who would fay,they learned ofGod to do iuftice.

Dmid vfethtennesyetof moreforce,and calleththem,Gods

which doe iuftice
;
honoring them with the name oftheir

charge,which is of God. And Vhiio calleth them Gods lieu-

tenants and vicegerents , in cafes concerning iuftice. And in

the 6 chapter of the booke ofWifdome,Vntoyou kings do I

fpeake(faith Sdomon)\\axkcn vnto me ye gouernors ofpeople,

and you thatglorie inthe multitude ofnatios.For your autho-

rise is giuen you ofthe Lord, andyour power cometh from

the higheft,who wil examin your works,and diligentlyfearch

your thoughts : becaufe you being minifters of his kingdome,

haue not iudged vprightly, nor kept the lawof righteoufiics.

Therefore will he appeare vnto you with terror , and that

right (bone. For a very fore iudgement mail be executed vpon

them that haue benin authoritie. And in leremie he fweareth

that ifprinces execute not iuftice, their houfes ftialbe left de-
Kingdoms (hal folate.Wherewith agreeth thatwhich S. ^ewjfaid vnto king

long a^Riah*
c^0W^inzm^Y that the kingdome of France mould continue

teoufnes rcig- f° l°ng as iuftice raigned there.Alio Totilas kingof the Goths
jic:h in tfkm. faid,that all kingdomes and empires were eafily deftroied , if

they were not maintained by iuftice ; and that as long as

the Goths delt iuftly,their powerwas had in good reputation;

but when they fellonce to couetoufnes, and to taking more
than they ought to haue donc,by and by theycame to decay

through their owne difcord among themfelues , A prince is

A Prince is a calledaliuinglawon earth,becaufethatlawesfpeakenot, ne
liuinglaw. nioue not ; but a prince is as a liuely law,which fpeaketh and

mouethfrom pkee to place,putting the lawm execution,and

appointing
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appointing euery man what hefhould doe -

y
and thereof it

conimeth that we befaid to doe men right. Seeing then that

a prince is the law
}
it followeth that he nmft be iuft,and do iu-

ftice to his fubiefts -> in doing wherofthe world receiueth ve-

ry great good . And as nflotle faith in his mattets of ffate,

the iufbce of the prince thatraigneth , is more profitable to

his fubiefts than riches are. S.Ciprianm his treatiie of twelue

abufcs,faith ,t!iat th e uifhce ofa king is the peace ofhis people,

thefafegardof innoccnts,the defence of his country,the foy-

zonof his hand^the rehefe ofthe poore,and the hope of blef-

fedneilc to come to himfelfe. Salomon in the 20 ofhis prouerbs

faith,Thata king fitting on his judgement fear, difperfeth all

iniquine with his looke. Hereby is nothing els meant,but that

he drnieth away all naughtinefle by his only fhewing ofhim-

felfe to his people,5c bytearing agood countenance.Howbe-

it,he meaneth it of a good prmce,& fucha one as is an execu-

ter ofiufhce,forfuch aonemaketh the wicked toquake euen

with his only look $ 6V although this vertue ought to be chiefly

and principally appropned to princes , becaufe kingdomes

without lultit^ are but maintenacesofmifchiefe,accordingto

S.*>4nflines faying in his ninth booke of the citie of God , yet- ^j t^jj ôl.

notwithfhndingit failethnot to be behooffull for all forts of a jj forts cf

men,yea euen for folitarie men(as faith O<w)andfor fuchas men.

ncucr goe abroad , as well as for them that buy andfell,bar-

game and couenanr,which things cannot be done without vp-

rightneile,the force wherof is filch , that euen they that liue

of robbery and leaudnelfc , cannot continue without it , in

thatit allurcth the »oodsof the robbers vnto them. In ci-

ties iufhee procureth peace and equitie. For ( as faith Dauid)

Righteoufhcs and peace imbrace one another. In pnuat hou-

fesit maintain*th mutuall loue& concord betweenethe man
and wifehood will of the feruants toward their mailer 3c mi-

ftrelTe, ck good vfage ofthe maiter towards his feruarits.^£<<-

tbias faid,that the Frechmenbecame great, by being iuft,Vp- .

right and charitable . Foriuftice and charitiemakea comon- common-*^
wealc happie, ftable, long lafhng, and hard to be furprifed by wcale,

N enemies

:
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enemies*, whereas aman may reckon vp agreatfort,thathaue

v bin ouerthrowne by vniuftice . Of iuftice or righteoufnes are

two forts, the one ofthe law, and the other ofequalitie.That
> of the law,is the more vniuerfal,as which comprehendeth al

forts ofvertue, and is that which in our Enghfh toung we pro*

perly call ^bteoufneffe. For he that perfonneth the com-
maundementsofthe law,is Righteous becaufe he doth althe

vettuous things commaunded in Gods law, fo as he is hberall,

lowly,modeft,kmd-hearted,meeke, peaceable, and fo forth.

When I fay thataman is righteous, Imeane not that he is

righteous before God,otherwife than by grace,and not by the

law. as S Tattle teacheth vs in his epiftles to the Romans and
the Galathians,faieng,By the law fhall noman be found righ-

teous.For the bleffed life confifteth in theforgiuenesoffinnes,

as 2?<m/^declareth in the one and tiurtith Pialme. And ther-

fore what good fo euer we doe, our Lord will haue vs to ac-

count our felues vnprofitable feruants. The other fortcfrigh-

teoufnes is ofequalmc,and confifteth in dealing vprightly,and

inycelding euery man thatwhich belongeth vnto him , the

which in Englifh we teime properly rpri^htnes and lull dea-

A fubdiuifrn
^nS* And this kind of righteoufnes is diuided againe intoo-

of Righteouf- thertwoforts,whereoftheone concerneth diftnbuting , and

oeffc. the other concerneth exchange.This which cofilteth in mat-

ters ofexchange/erueth to make equalitie where vnequalitie

feem eth to be,andis occupied about buieng,felling,bartering,

and bargaining betweene man and man. For we lee that one

man hath moniejthat another man wanteth, who hath corne

and wine: here doth this kind of righteoufnes procure an e-

qualitie. For the monied man giuing his monie,receiueth corn

for it,that he wanted \ and the other giuing corne& wine,ha-

umg more than he needed,receiucth monie,whereof he had

wanr.T herfore when lending>buieng,interc6momiig , hiring,

morgagingy&fuch other thmgs,proceed duly Without fraud:

thenis arealme feeneto profpcr,becaufe rightreigneth there.

The like wherofwefee in our bodies, the eye by the jig] t of

*t,chrecleth our fteps,but cannot go it felfe :thefoot is able to

go,
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go,but it cannot fee,fo as it carrieth the eye, and the eye gui-

dcth it.The hand wipcth the eye clean,and the eye dire&eth

ir j the fcetbcare vp the head,and the head ruleth them$and

without that,the body could not continue. Euen fo the body

of a common-weale could notendure,ifeuery manfhouldnoc

fuccouroneauother byfuch interchange.The dil^nbutiueiu-

ftice which the king vfeth toward his fubie&s,cofifteth chief-

ly in diftnbuting honor and promotionvnto the, accordingto

euery nuns dcfert.Semblably in our bodies there reigneth a

kind of iuftice,as for example,we feehow the heart giues life

and moiling to al the members, at leaft wife according tomod
philofophers,who hold opinion that the beginning oflife and

mouing is in the heart,and likewife that fence is in the braine.

Wherefore it is requifit that as the heart for his excellence,

reigneth as king oner all the other members,fohe that is mofi

excellent ofal other men,fhould haue the p-erogatiue to co-

imund others,& that ifhe bee borne to hauegouernrnent,he

mould make himfelfe worthie ofthat charge . For as i'teem

faith in his Duties.Thofe that atthe firft were chofen to bear

rulc,werefuch as the people had greatgood opinio of. Others

(oi\\hom Fr4» cis Tararch is enc) diuideRighteoufnesinto 4 Another 3t-

forts,namelyDiuine(which is filler to Wifdom)wherthrough uifioo of

Wt belecue in God, and acknowledge him tobc the creator of
^ lShtecw^lcs

al things,withont whom,we cannot do-any thing. It is he that

direc~teth our footfteps in the right path , & is fo gracious vnto

vs by theintcrcefsionof his welbclouedfon , that for his fake

our fins are not imputed to vs.Wherfore this vertue confiileth

in praifing God,in worfhipptng him^n giuing him thankes , in

obeieng him,and in doing his comandemcnts.For Gods com-
mandemcntsand tefrimonies,arerighteoufnes 6c truth ( faith

ZUa/^inthe 119 Pfalme)and they doe bring vs forth humili*

tie,paticnce,innoccncie,ti uilmefle,and all manner of vermes.
Another fortofRighreoufnesis called naturall, becaufe it is

borne with vs 5 as tor example , to honour and ferueour fa-

thc s Sc mothcrs,to chenfh our children,& to do good to the

that doe good to vs, are properties of nature, and whofoeuer

N ij doth;
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dot-h otherwife,is efteemed an vnkind monfter . For as faith

CAfsiodorM, Euen they that are ignorantoflaw, do neuerthe-

leffs acknowledge reafon and truth, becaufe that Co to doe, is

not peculiar to man only,but alfo is comon to the brute beafts,

to whom nature hath giuen fuch inclination . For we fee that

all kinds of beafts do chenfh their yong ones, whertothey be
led and taught by nature, and therfore the lawyers call it the

Law of nature . The Storke cherifheth his lyre and his dam,
when they be o!d,and therfore the acknowledging& recom-

pencing of kindnefte with like kindnefle againe , is called in

greeke tAutipeLrgm^sye would fay,A Counterftorking.The

brute beaft knoweth him that feedeth him,and is mindful of

him that doth him good:as appeareth by a certain lion,which

could well skill to requite the pleafure that a flaue had done
him,in taking a thorne out of his foot . For he-fed the flaue a

long time in the caue where he had hidden himfelfe, 6c after-

ward when both of them were by chance taken and carriexl

to Rome , and the flaue being condemned to death for rob-

bing his mafter , was call: vnto the lions to be deuoured by

them ; this lion being there among the reft, & knowing him,

faued him and defended him from hurt , 8c yet the time was

paft long afore, that the flaue had done him the faid pleafure.

Now then it is a naturall thing to do good to them that do vs

good. The third kind oflighteoufnefle is that which we call

cmill,which confiftcthinyeeldingvnto euery man thatwhich

belogeth vnto him
3
m gouerning cities and counrries,in main-

taining comon fociety,& in fuch like things.The fourth is cal-

led Iudiciall, which belongeth to thofethat haue charge to

iudge of controuerflesbetwecne parties according to lawes.

Forth e maintaining oftht fe 1 atter twaine,it behoueth to haue

magiftrats : and therfore they belog properly to princes, kings

& foueraign magiftrats,& may be reduced both into one,coii-

fidering that iudges do but fupply the roomes of their foue-

rai<nis . Alfo the law which ferueth for the executino;of iu-

fticeangiuing vnto euery man that which is his right,is called

of the lawvers,the CiuilLaw, and not theludiciail Law.
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By thefe diuifions a man may fee what the dutic ofa prince

is in cafe of iuftice 5 for the worthy executing wherof,he mull

abouc al thingsbe religious andfeare God,as I haue faid afore,

andtherefore I will (pcake no more thereof.Alfo I will omit

the naturall Righteoufnes,bccaufe it is common to all liuing

creatures,but the ciuii 1 and ludicall Righteoufnes is pecii! iar to

kings and gouernours of countries,and confifteth , nrft inwell

keeping the lawes of their countnes,and in caufingthemtobc

well kept,fecondly in taking good order in cafes ofcontrouer-

fie anditnfe between partie and partie, by themfelues in their

owneperfons, orbychufing fitperfonstodoeiufticcThirdly

indoingnghttotheiudges themfelues,and to the other offi-

cers whom the prince hath fet in authoritie
3
namely in ho-

noring and rewarding them according to their deferts, and

likevvife in punnifhing them for their mifdoings : and laftly,in

domg luilice among theirmen ofwane. As touching the firfl:

point,which concemeth the maintaining ofthe written lawes,

ltisfoneceflarie, that it may well be faid thatthe honorofa
â

e^lc

^
,c

countrie dependeth therevpon,accordingto the wife anfwere dependeth

of Pittacu*, who being demaunded of Cr<efw king of Lidia, vpon lawes.

vvhenn confifted the honor andmaiefhe ofakingdome ? an-

fwered,Vpon a little peece of wood; meaning the laws writ-

ten in tables of wood :as who would fay,that where law hath

his force and ftrengtb,there the realmeflorilheth.For the law

is the (tickler betweene right and vnright,punilhingthe bad,

and defendingthe good, faith Cicero in his xijbooke of Laws.
And Tlato faith in his common-weale, that that common- The Jawought

wealcgoesvtterly to wrecke, where the law ouer-ruleth not to ru
.

1

|
tI

^
themagiftrats, butthemagiftratsouer-rulethelaw. On the

in2S 1"rats -

cotrarie part, algoeth well where the law ouerruleth the rna-

giftrats,and themagiftrats are obedient to law. Itbelcngeth
to magiftrats to keepe the lavves,and to beare in mind,that the

lawes be committed to their cuftadie, faith Cicero in his books
ofduties.^r/H0 tie faith in his matters offtate,thatthey which
would haue law to reignem acitie or common-weale, would
haue God to reigne there . lAlitmenes being asked why he

N iij would .
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would not receine the prefcntsof the Mcffenians , Bccaufc

that if I fhould haue receiued them ( quoth he ) I could not

haue had peace with the lawes.For to fay truth^ the lawes are s

as the pillers of a ftate, vpholdmgit as pillers vphold a houfe,.

fo as the catting down of them,is the ouerthrow ofthe houfe.

muft Wherefore men ought to take good heed how they breake
0iO ~ lawes, which hold one another together like the links ofa

chaine.For by vndoing one,all the reft follow after.And euen

fobefalleth it inlawes,whenmen fal to difpenflngw'ith them.

Not without good caufe therefore did Adrian theemperour

ordaine,that no man fhould bring vp any ftraunge cuftamem
Rome. And as Tlatarcb reporteth in thehfeof Tattlns Atmi-

l/^men forfake the keepingofthe chiefe foundations of the

ftate ofa publick-weale , when they refufe the care ofthe di-

ligent keeping of the ordinances thereof,be they neuer folit-

tle and fmall.And Vhto in his commoi>weale,forbiddeth the

chaungingofany thing,yea euen offo much as the plaiesthat

young children are wont to vie ; becaufethe chaungingof

them,changeth the manners of youth without feeling, and

makethfolke to make no account of antient things,andto co»

uct and efteeme ofnew things^ a matter very dangerous to a-

ny ftate. And anon after he faith againe in thefe exprciTc

words , I tell you that all manner oftdteration,except it bein

cuill things,is very dangerous, both in diet of the body>and in

manners ofthe mind.And I fee not but that the voons; folke.

which are permitted to haue other plaies,games and paflimes

t than haue bene accuftoraed aforetimes, will alfo differ in be-

hauiorlrom the youth of old times , andbeing come to fuch

difference^hcy vvillalfDfeeke a differing kind of life, and by

that means dehre new lawes
3
and fct their minds vpon all ma-

ner ofinnovations. Sxidy king of Scythia did put ^Anachdrjis to ,

death,for offering ficrifke to BcrectnthU^ the mother of the

gods,afcer the manerof the Greeks. Alfo Sry/^king of Scy-

thia,hecaufe he wore apparel! alter the Greeke fafhion,& fa-

enficed fecretly after the maner of Greece, as foone as he was

difcouered
;was depofedfor fo doing,andm the end being ta-

ken
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ken in battell,had his head ftruck off,and his brother ofttttnu-

fades was fetvp in his place :fo greatly hated they flrange fa-

fhions,and feared in any cafe to alter their old cuftoms. Now
if VUta was afraid ofalteration in fo linall things : what (hall

we fay to fuch princes as daily do abrogat laws for their friends

and feruants fakes,& for their owne peculiar profit or pleafurc

make no reckoningof thevpholding and maintaining of the?

^geftUtu being otherwife a good prince and a feucre cbferuer

ofthe laws of his countrie,was worthily blamed for fauouring *

his friends in cafes ofiiiftice.Foi he laid that the obferuing of

the rigor of iuttice, in matters where friends were to bee tou-

ched,was but a cloke wherwith to couer fuch as liiled not to

do their friends good.And in very deed he acquitted phMut Thelmunue-

who had taken the fuburbs ofThebes,and ty£c</r;^-who wet aici.ee that in

abouttohaue taken the hauen of Pyrey by ftealth , at fuch ^

time as tiiey were atpcace with the Athenians.By which vn-

iuildcaling of his, the lfate ofthe Lacedemonians was ouer-

tlirowaSo was the citie ofRome alfo facked by the GauIs,for

that the Romans did the not luilice, nor made the rcafonable

amends,fbr the wrong that nad bin done to them by Quintm

FaIhhs ,Aml?ujiHf. Vompej was mifliked ofmany good men,and
ill fpoken ofon their behalfc,bccaufe hee himfelfe hauingby

decree forbidden the opencommending offuch as wcreaccu-

fed by order of law,folong as their cafe depended in tnall, en-

tered one dayinto the court,&: commended tLmcm that had

bin accufed.Infomuch that Care being one of the iudges, Hope
his cars with both his hands/aieng it was not lawful for him to

heare an accufed perfoncommended,feemg it was forbidden

by thelaws.How much more wifely dealt the king of Locres,

who hailingmade a law that adulterers fhouid haue their eies

put out,and finding his own fon to haue tranfgrefled the Jaw*

would not fuffer him to be difpenfed with,butin the end whe
he was vrged by his people to pardo the offence, which thing

ofhimfelfe he would not graunt;yetfomwhat to fatisfie their

recjuefl:,and withall to keepethe law alfo,he caufed one ofhis

owae eies, and another of his fonneseies to be put out.

N iiij ThitArch •
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Tlutiirch fryth in the life of %Arifides % that whenfoeuer the

cafe concerned iuftice/riendfliip could bcare no fway with iA-
riftidesjio not euen for his friends>nor enmitie prouoke him a-

gainfthisenemies.Forlaw ought to bee miniltred vprightly,

and neuer to be broken, vnleiTe nccefsitie (which is without

law)enforce thereto.And yet euen then alfo , it ought to bee
done fo difcreetly,as it may not feeme to be touched : accor-

dingly as the Lacedemonians did, whowhen they had loft a

great battell,brake the law of LycurgMjn not punifhing them
with a kind of intamie worfe than death 9 that had fled from

the field 3becaufe that if they fhouldfo haue punilhed them,

they mould haue had but few left to defend their countrie.

And yet notwithftanding to the end they might not feeme to

defpife their lawes,what needfoeuer conftrained them:^*-
fiUm not intending to doe it directly,made proclamation that

the law ofLycurgas mould take no place,vntill the next mor-

row 5 and in the meane while that prefent day he inrolled the

fugitiues againe to the defence oftheir countrie.ButinRome,

where there was no fcarcitie ofmen, they made fo fmall ac-

count of them , that euen after thebattellof Cannas, they

would not ranfome 8000 men, whome Httnnihd had put to

their ranfome.

The forefayd Lacedemonians being requefled by Cirm

king of Perfia and other their confederate, to fend them lU
Under to beadmirall oftheir, fleet, if they intended the well

proceeding oftheir afrairs, becaufe they mould doe all things

with the better courage vnder his gouernance^refufed to giue

Lifunder the titleof Admirall,& gluing it vnto another,made

him cheefeouerfeerof thefea-matters , taking from him but
only the name,and giuing him in efFe*5t the whole authoritie

in all things,

^rf^fr^fumamedtheLong-hiindjkingofPerfiajbeing

a meeld and gracious prince,although he thought the law of

,

his predeceflors to be ouer-i igorous, that punilhed fuch with

whipping and with death as had loll: a battel, whether it were

through theirowne default or no : vet neuerthelefle would :

not
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nocb«akcitdirc^fly,bmorc!aiuedth4tthcoffcnderfhouldbe

flripped , and that his clothes fliould bee icourgcd with rods,

in iteed of His backe, and that his hat fliould be ftriken off in

ilcedof the finking off his head. The Thebans were yet

more rigorous , howbeit that in the end they difpenfed with

theJaw. For when Epumino^d^s had fortunately begun warres

agamftthe Lacedemonians, andfawthat he could not other-

wife bring them to end,becaufethat by the law he was togiue

oucr his charge.by reafbn that the time ofhis commifsion was

pepired: he lo dealt with his fellow-commifsioners,that con-

trarie to the law, he made them prefume to continue in office

yet toure months longer 5 within which time the Lacedemo-
nians were vttcrly vancjuifhed and ouerthrownc. And when
Epaminonda* was areigned for tranfgrefsing the law,& for ma-
king hisfellow-comilsionersto transgrefleitlikewile; he con-

fefled himfclfto haue deferued death for difobaieng the law,

praying the Thebans that in recompence of all theferuices

that he had done tothem,they would after his death let write

vpon histornbe, That Epammondai had ben put to death,for

compelling the Thcbanes to vanquilh the Lacedemonians,

whom afore that day,they ncucr durfl: looke vpon in the face.

.

By which,meancs he not only procured the faumg ofhislife,

but alio the accepting in good woorth,of all the things that he

had done. Marm vied the like prefuming beyond the law in

in his lornie againflthc Cimbnaus,where he made a thouland

Hungers freedenifons ofRome,for their valiant behauiour in

that battel] . And when he was accufed thereofto the fenar,

he madean(wer,thatby reafonofthe great noifc ofthe battel,

he could not hearc what the lawes comaunded or prohibited.

Wherein Mai im could not be deemed to haue done well.For

although it was a point of iuflicc to reward good and valeant

men : yet ought it not to haue bene done with the ouerthrow

of law as it was then done by hmi^not ofany necefsitie,but ra-

ther to haue themenofwar at his deuotion, than for anygood

tothe commoi>weile, as he fhewed anon after in the warres

that he had againft i'//>.But lAguftm would rather haue priui- Jugufliu

ledged madegrcae
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Uhgnjhu made ledged men from paving offubfidics,& difcharged the oftal-

iWcTe^f ^ges
>
thanto made the free ofthe citty of Romerfor he

Freedeifi/hip. could not abide that the rightofatizenfhip.lriould be brought

in final eflimation,by becoming too common. Neither ought

In what cafes the changing of lawes to be excufed by this laying of Vlufo,

lawes maybe That at the firft making of lawes , there maybe fomethings,
corrc. cd, which the magiltrats that fucceede afterward may well a-

mendjvntill that by good aduifementand experience,they fee

what is bell: to be allowed. And in another place he faith a-

gameat is not men, but fortune and the enterchange of thing?,

that make lawes.For either nelTefsitiejOr force and violence of

war, fubuert Hates and alter lawes -

y
fo likewife plagues , tern-

pefts,ficknetTes,and mcomodities ofmany years continuance,

do cauie very great changes and alterations.For no doubt but

the thingwhich isfet downefor alaw,isto be debated long

time,<3c to be altered,ifther beanyincouenience therin
5
asthe

ciufensof Locresdid, who admitted men todeuifenew laws,

howbeit with halters about their necks
;
to be hanged for their

labour,iftheirlawes were found to be euill. Butwhen a law is

once alowed by long experience and cuftome,it is not in an)*

wife to be chaunged,but vpon exrreame necefsitie,which is a-

boue all law. Alio itiscertaine,thatmanynewlawes areto be

Lawe? once ' made vpon the alteration of aftate. But when the lawes are

^htnot'to
°nCe ^a^'imec^ cheftate,they cannotbe altered without

be altera J.
iniuric to tne ftate,exept it be vpon very vrgent and needfull

caufe.For thepolink laws that aremade/or the maintenance

ofa ftate, tend not to any other end, (faith Tlafo^than to rule

Law muft cc- and commaund,andnot to be fubiecl. As for the lawes of na-

maund and ture,they ought to be kept moft fhreightly . For(as luflinun
not oba/» faith)forafmuch as the law of nature is giuen vs by the proui-

dence ofGod,it ought to abide firme and vnmutable.Butthe

politicail law is to be chaunged oftentimes, as we lhaillhew

hereafter. Andbecaufe that among men there be fomemon-
fters,that is to fay,men that fin agamic nature,and make warre

againftit : it is meet that the foueraigne magilh at, which is

fenn that dignitie ofpurpofeto encounter againll monfters^s
'

' ^
r

Hercules
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Hercules did^nd to defend the poore from the violence ofthe

greater fort,fhould caufe an equalitieofiullice to be obferued

among his fubietfts . For when the poore is opprefled by the

rich,it is wrong ofthewhich wrong proceedcth difcontent-

met,which oftentimes breeds a hatred towards the princc,and

finally a rebelling againfl him. \A
r
iie3y therefore did Thecpom- How ta raig*

ftoanfwer, toonethat demaundedofhim by whatmeanesa '

c>
*

,

prince might hue in fuertie
;
by fiiftering his friends (quoth he)

to doe al things that are rcafonable,taking heed therewithal!, p rfnccs oucr.

that his fubie<fts be not m]fufed,norwronged.Formany princes throwne for

hauebinouerthrowneforfurTeringtheirfcruants todoall ma- fufferingtheii

ner or wrongs and iniuries- whereofwe hauea notable exam- !^^^°
be

pie in Thi Iif? king ofiMaccdonie,who was flame by Taufamas%

for refufing to heare his complaint, and to doe himiuftice a^

gainftone that had committed a rape vpon him . For the ve-

ry dune of a prince, confifteth in doing iufhee . Foras Cicero

faith in his booksof Duties, thefirft chufing ofkings, was for

the eftimation which men hndof them, that they were good

andiuftmen ; fuch as by defending the poore from the rich,

and the weake from the mightic , would hold them both in

concord and qui etnes. Tlutar^em the life of Cato, faith that Folkegiue

folkegiue greater credit and authoritic to good iufhcers,than ^A^thorf
1

to any others.For they not only honourthemas they doc the
t je t0 good

valeant,tie hanethemin admiration as they hauethefageand Iurticcrs,tHan

wife-but they doe alfo loue them, and put their null and con- t0 sny others,

fidence in them-, whereasofthem that benotfuch,they di-

flruft the one fort, and fearetheother. Morcoucrthey be of

opimon,thatvaleantneiTe and wifdome come ratherofnature

than ofgood will, perfuadmg themfelues,that the one is^ut a

cjuicknes and frneileofwit,andtheotherbuta certaineftout-

r.eiTe of heart that commeth ofnaturejwheras eueryman may
be mfr,at leaftwife ifhe will.Wherefore they that will gouern ywo prccCpts

well(faith C/*w}muft obferue two precepts ofTUros : wherof for goucr-

the one is,to haue good regard ofthe welfare oftheir fubiecls, ROrs«

imploying all their deuifes and doings to that end, and leauing

theirown e peculiar profit inrefpectof that : and the other is

aSSA
-

'
1

" to
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to hauc fuch a care ofthc whole body of the common-weale,
that in defending any one parttherof, therefidue benotneg-

le&ed. For like as a tutorfhip/o the charge of a kingdome, is

to be adminiftred to the benefit of thofe that are vnderthe

charge,andnotof them that haue the charge. And they that

are carefoll of onepart,and carelelleof another>doe bring fe-

dition, quarelling and difcord into the kingdome orcommon^
weale 5 which is the mine of realmes and common-weales.

Wherfore the dutieofa goodking,is not only to doe no wrong

to hisfubieefcs himfelfe, but alio to reftrain others from doing

them wrong , and to ftraine himfelfe to the vttermoft of his

power, to do right cither in bis own perfon, or by his fubftiruts,

tofuchasfeeke iufticeathis hand.Forthe greateft good that

can be done to any people,is to doe them right,and to punifh

fuchas doe them wronsc. And in that cafe the kins; mud: be

like vnto the law, which acceptethnoperfon, ne puniiheth

for diipleafure,butiudgeth according to rightreuen fo.princes

mull: not fufTer themfelues to be caried away with fauor, ha-

tfed,or anger;butmuft minifter iuftice indifferently to al men.

The
'

cc
^Ut ° t̂ent^mes they ouerfhoot themfelues, andftep afide

ourht to mini-
^rom tne °fluftice to pleafure th eir courtiers 5 not confi-

fteriufticevn- dering,that their fo doing breedeth to themfelues great dif-

to all men in- honor, and in their people great difcontentment . ^Arijiidcs

ii&rcntljr. would neuer make aliance with any man in adminiftringthe

common-weale , becaufe he would not doc wrong vnto any

man,atthe pleafure of thofe to whom he were alied,nor yet

greeue them by refilling any thing that they might require at

his hand.Cdf 0 ofVticx was fo feuere a iufticer,that h efwarued

not anyway for any fauor orpitie jinfomuchthatfometimes

he would fpeake againft Tompey, as well as with him. And
VfhcnTowpey thanked him for that which he had done for

himjhe told him that in any good caufe he wold be his freind,

and not otherwife . V/nlip was defired by one Hctrpalwpnc in

greateft fauour with him, to call before him a certaine cafe,to

the intent that his kinfman,forwhom he made the fute,might

not be diffamed. To whom vhilif made this anfwercr the

like,
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likeJt is better thatrliykinfiiianiliouldbedif&raedjtliantliar

I fhould be dilhonered for his fake • B^tilins made an anfwere

to a freind of his,as worthy to be remembredasthisof king

philipsJEor when his freind being denied a certame thing that

was vniuftv asked hnn whereto his freindfhip femed him.rfhe

would not graunt his demaund
$
nay(quoth i^ir^/^whata-

uaileth me your friendfhip, if I muft do for you the thing that

is vnhoneft?^'>'''<^''/gaue charge to the cities that were fub-

iecl: vnto him, thatif he commaundedthem any vniultor vn-

lawfolJ thing ,
they fhould not obey it, but fhould take it as

though the letters were written without his pnuitie. king y}ie notable

of Sparta being defiredofhis father <Scmother,to doe a thing anfwcrofkmg

that was vniuft,rbr their fakes : anfvvered them on this maner,

While I was vnderyourgouemment,I obaicd you as I ought

to doe, and did whatfoeuerye commaunded me,as not kno-

wing what was right or wrong. But now that youhaue deli-

uered me tothcferuice ofmy country,and taughtme the laws

thcrof,I will doe my indcuortoobay the fame rand for as much
as your will hath alwaies bin , to fct me to the doing of things

good and reafonabe, 1 will doe according to your will>andnot

according to your rcqueft. 7 hcmittocles being defired by the The anfvver of

PoctS/ nomdes , to help himin a wrongful 1 matter 5 anfwered ThemiJIocks.

him,that neither he fhould playthe good Poet,ifhe made not

Ins verfes in due meafure, nor himfelfe the good prince,if he
fliould deale againft law. lAtbenodor being condemned in a

cci tame fine by the ^r/;c«M«j,praied Alexander to write vnto 2nfwer 0f
them for the relcafe of his fine : the which thing ^Alexander Alexander.

refufing to doe,fentthem the monie that he was fet a^andfo
aid the fine of his own purfc.CaricUs the fon in law oivhocio

y

eingindicled for taking a bribcof Harpa 1'«<,praied Vhocion to

afsift him at his mdgement 5 but vhocion refufedhim,faying,I Thefaicng cf

haue taken thce,Cancles
3
to bemy fon in law,howbeit but in al vhocion.

luft and honell cafes only.Trebcmtu being accufed before The iudgemcc

r/W,then conful and generallof the Roman hoft,for killing of Mrnuu

one Cairn iMfim a pephew ofthe faid Afariptsymd finding no
man that durft defend hiscaufe , did plead his cafe himlelfe,

and



I po Of Iuftice,or Righteoufneflfe.

and proued before Marlw^nvL his killing of his nephew lap*,

m was of nccefsitie, becaufe his nephew would elfe haue for-

ced him. Wherupan Mantis commending him for his labour,

commaunded fuch a garlond to be brought vnto him out of

hand,as was wont to be giuen to thofe that had lhewed proofe

. of fome notable valeancie in battell, and crowned him there-

with as one that had done a very valeant and vertuous deed.

And /7wMrc/?faith,thatthe report ofthisiudgementinRome,

ftoode Mar'w in great ftead towards the obtainment of his

third confulfhip.

The iuft dea- To tilts king of the Goths , being importunatly fued vnto

7W'!# ^ a^ t^ie caPta*nes °* ^11S no^ to Pardon a very valeantman
that had rauifhed a maide $ faid vnto them,that wheras at o-

ther times they being out of all comparifon far ftronger than

the Romanes , had neuerthelelle gone alway by the worfe,

becaufe they had not done good mfhce : feeing that God
now putting their offences out of his remembrance , did

gme them profperitie and make them to atchieue things that

furpailed their force, it were better for them to hold full the

caufe of their victories by executing iuftice, than to procure

Thcconucr their owne decay by doing wrong. For it was not pofsible

fation oMifr that the man which hath committed rape,or done any other

fort" of

6
wrong , lliould behaue himfelfe well in battell, forafmuch as

fr-ht. ~ euery mans good orbad fortune in fight, dependeth vpon the

good or bad conuerfation of his life.VVherupon the manwas
punimed with death, and his goods were giuen to the maid.

The princely Saribarfynes y chiefe gentleman of king ^itaxtrxes pnuie

dealing of chamber,fued vnto him lor one,in a thingthat was fcarfe iuftj

Icing jirtAxw for ths obtainment wherof he was promifed thirty thoufend

dariks. Wherof the king being aduertifed, gaue him the full

fumof mony that had bin promifed him, and faid vnto him,

Take this 5lajd<ar^ane's
5
forl fhall neuerbe pooreforit, but

had I clone as thou wouldeft haue had me to doe , 1 1 ! iould

haue heene vniuft.And fo he neither difappoiuted his friend,

to \(n^coi nor Yet ^ ic* tUYf vnm^lce

:

whereby he palled the emperour

Vefymjun* Feffofiitn in bounty and liberalitie. This ytjj*-i*n was a good

emperour
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tmp?rour in many things, but his vertues were blemilhed and

darkned with the vice of couetoufnes.For he was fofar in loue -

with mony, that he made great hoords of it ,
by taking great

tnbuts ofthe Dacians,by fales ofthings,& by other exactions.

Vpon a time a certaine courtier fued earneftly vnto him , for

the gift ofan office of great value
5
pretending that he fought

it for a brother of his.But refpafean doubting that he fought it

for himfelfe, deltin fuchvvife that hedifcouered the truth,

wherupocaufing the party to come to him, that hadpromifcd

his courtier the mjny,he fold the office vnto him,& took the

mony to himfelfe.Within a while after,the courtier becomes

a futer again to the emperor for his brother : and the emperor

fends him againe to feeke another brother , fort! ve parti e for

r
whome thou fueil 'cjd. the emperor) is my brother ; an anfwer

as merry conceited as full of couctoufnes.To come againe to Cffeces muft

our matter, a pnrcemuftnotdo againil right,norfurter faults n<*bcJeftvri-

to efcape \Tipunifhed,neither for fauor nor rriendihjp.Forhcc P
_

..'c *

that fcapes vnpunifhed tor his orTence,is ahvaies the readier to

do euiii,becaufe his nonpiinilhment prouoketh him therunto.

And for that caufe Cato faid,He had leuer to be vnrewarded

for his doing good,than to bevnpunimcd fordoing euil. Alfo barms

he was wont to fay, That a wrong done to another man ^1^^^
pi lu.tly , is dangerous to all men generally , becaufenoman ^ate>

^

can be in fafety among the wicked, if they may doe euill

without reproofe. &\\&zSiAnti$henes was vvoonttofay,That Impunitie of

common-weale is m great perrill, where is no diflerence viceisdan-

betwixt *ood men and bad : meaning thcrby that the ftatcof^ 2

1 • j >
, a j 1 • whole itacs.

a kingdomeor common-weale cannot Hand where vertueis

not honoured and recompenced, and vice pumlhed. For this

caufe God commanded M ofes to take away euill from among
the people ; that is to fay, to punifli euill in particular perfons,

for teare Icaft folke lhould pay the deerer for the folly , and

that he lhould make the multitude to beare thepunilhment

due to fome particular perfon , becaufe it is a kind of c on- 10
'
ct
£
n

^
oc

c , r 1 11 1 • 1 vnpunifltcdjjs
tenting to the 1111, when it is Willingly permitted togoe vnpu- aconULtinf
milled. Ikiuvv well it wilibe faid, that a prince ought to Vnro it

be
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It is no mercy be mercifull, and I deny it not . But this mercie confifteth in

faultsfhat arc Parc^omng cne offences that concern but the prince himfelfe,

mitred a- and the partie that is hurt by them, and not any other mens
gamft other that are done againftthe common-weale 5 as king Lfivis the
men. twelfth anfwered both Chriftianly and vertuoufly, vntoone

that whetted him to be reuengedofa certain wrong that had
bin done vnto him when he was duke ofOrleans- It befemeth

not a king of France (quoth he) to be auenged of iniuries

donetoadukcof Orleance.

Infmitly was Ialius Cafkr commended for his clemency,

and that ofgood right : For he did eafily fbrgiue the offences

thatwere committed againft himfelfe . And <Antomnc was
woontto fay j That there was not anything which procured

greater eftimation to an emperour among flrangers,than clc-

mencie did . And ( as faith statins} it is anjhonourable thing

to giue life to him that crauethir.Neuertheleffe therejs great

difference between the pardoning ofoffences done to a mans
o;vn felfe, and the pardoning of offences done to other men.

la what fort a
^oritisnot in youtoforgiue the offences which are done a-

prince mould gainft other men,neither ought they to be forgiuen by any o-

bs gracious, ther than by fuch as are hurt by them j neither can they alfo

doe it to the preiudice of the common weale. And therfore

a prince cannot with a fafe confcience giue pardon to murde-

rers ,nor fbrgiue the offences of wickedperfons , topurchafe

Mercy to the himfelfe the renowne of gracious and merciful. For fauor and

wicked is cru- mercy graunted to naughty-packs, is nought e!fe but crueltie

ej rite to the towards good men, as ^Arc . idamidas was wont tof;y . And
C°0^ therefore Cato faid , that thofe alfo which retrained not the

Princes mny wicked fronveuill doing, if they might, were to be pumllied,

not a: their becaufe he accounted itas a pronocauo to do euill. Wherfore
pkadiie makc whatfoeueris done againft the law, ought to bepunilhedby
lauift pj th- t

t law,the which hath no refpeftof ieruant, friend, or kinf-
which belon.

u JM ,..,,», • i j i
•

ged to God. man.Of whmch law the prince is the execuxor,and is nothing

Vh'Uo m his elfe but a lining law , or rather the deputie or lieutenant of
eatife c on- q Q(\ t |ie lu [\- judge.Now it is not lawful for the deputieor vn-tr

fcrning'lud-
der-agent ofGod , to be Jainm at his pleafure^of that which

belongeth
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belongethtoGod, becaufe lie hath not rcceiaed itof liimc-

therwile,than in cuftody,and vpon accountjand therfore hefs

nor to beftaw it vpon any man,torfriendmips fake,or forpitie.

Thecuponit came that the Thebans,to ihew what mftice

is,did paint in th eir courts, the images oflodges without bads,

and the images of princes without cyesrtofhewthatinludg-

ment kings ought not to be furpnfed with any aftec"tion,nor

iud^es earned with anv couetouihes . And although it be not ^c- ax •

~ '
r f r r i

iur«cc in

lawrullfor a Pnncc,to be iudgein ln>ovvnecaufe,tor the a- C afcs oftrea

uoidmg ofall pafsions :yet is henotforfended, topunniflithc Ton and rc-

wron£ that is orlred him in cafes oftreafon and rebellion : but b c U'on«

rath er on the contrari e part,it is a point of iuffice to punifli re-

bels^ procurers oftrouble to the ilate. The emperor Maxi~

•Pi/^t,efpieng in a certaine vprore that was in his campe,how

a fouldicr drake vpadrumjwithoutcommaundementjof his

captaine,flew him with his own hand,becaufe the danger of

hishoftbeingonarore,requiredthc remedie of fpeedie and

prefent cmelne.

NeuertheleiTefuch manner ofdealing is to be done with

great difcrenon; for fomctimcs things may happen to bee in

iuch cafc,thatdifsimuiation fluliauailc more than puniflimer,

asitdid with Tc??;pey after the death ot Strttrim. For when
Tcrfennx had fent him a cofcr full of letters, of Romanes
that had written to Sert$rml t and had held on his fide : hee

would not looke vpon any ofthem, but caft themall into a

fire,for doubt leail for one Sertor$its
y then dead, there lliould The wanr of

ftep vp twentie others at Rome, when they perceiucd them- ^p"'^^
fclucsto bedifcoueredrbecaufcitfallcth often out,that when onefidicn,

aman thinketh to ouerthrow one faction, he multipJieth the- my breed

number of his enemies.And as VabmsMax'mus was woont to roany mo *

fay, It is better to hold fuch folke in fufpence by gentle

and kind dealing,than feuerely by rigor tofeeke out all fufpi-

cions,ortodeale too fharpely towards fuch as are to be lii-

fpected.

In the citie of Athens there happened a confpiracie of'

certaine noblemen againft the flare , who had determined

O that
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that if they could notcompafle their purpofe of thernfeJues,

they would cal in the Perfians to their helpe. As-thefe things

were a brewing m the campe.and manymo befides were<*uiU

tie ofthe confpiracie^r^/^i feeling the fent thereof, flood

in great feare by reafon ofthe time.For the matter was of too
great importance^ be palled ouer without care : and there

was no leife danger in ripping vp the matter to the cpicke, for

as much as he knew not how many might be found guiltie of
the crime. Therefore of a very great number, he caufed but
only eight to be apprehended $ and of thofe eight , two that

were to be mod decpely charged fled out of the campe , and
the other fix he let agame at libertie.Whereby hegaue occa-

(ion to fuch as thought not themfelues to bee difcouered, to

affnre themfelucs or fafetie and to repent them of their wic-

ked purpofe : faieng that for lodgement they lhould haue bat-

tell,whereby they inightiullifie themfelues.

The po'kic
Atfuch time as Epammondas came to befiegeLacedemon,

oijgefiaus. there were about two hundred ofa confpiracie within th e ci-

tie, which had taken one of the quarters of the towne very

flrongly fcituated,wherein was the temple ofBum^ he La-

cedemonians would haue run vpo them out ofhand in'a rage
5

But.s£?efiLm fearing lead: it might be a caufeof fome further

great alteration,commaunded all Ins company to keepe their

places, and heehimfelfe vnarmed wentVnto the rebels, and

cried vnto them, Sirs ye hauemiftaken my comiiiaundment,

for this is not the place where I appointed you to meet hifc

but my meaning was that fome of you mould haue gone to

yonder place, and otherfome to other places, pointing to di-

uers places with his hand. Thefedmousperfons hearing him
fay fo,were well apaid, becaufe they thought their euill pur-

pofe to haue bene vndifcouered : whereupon leaumg that

place,they departed by and by to the places hee had pointed

them- Then^^/.^wfeizmg that Fort into his hands, the

pame whereof was Iforium , caufed fifteene of the Rebels

to be apprehended/.vhom he caufed to bee all executed the

next night. rV .r: tif^i 1 >

One
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One toenailing valeantly encountered the Carthagi- Therrunerof

ncnfes at the battel! of Cannas, and being taken prifoner, to MartelUuia^,

requite the courteficof>/rfw«/^/ that had fnied his life, and
Iin g ,'? a

i

ccr-
.

giuen nun his raniome,as ioone as he came home to his owne
houfe to Nola , made almoil all his countrimen to rebeli a-

aainft the Romans.Yet for all this,Marc t Hw confiderins; that

thetinic required then to rnollifie things, rather thanto cor-

zie them,foughtnotby any means to pumfhhim, butonely

favdvntohim, Sith there beeinyouio euidentand honou-

rable marks of yourgoodwill towards the Romans (meaning

the wounds that he had receiucd in the fa) d battell of Can-

nas)how happeneth it thatyou come not to the Romans (till*

Thinkc you that wee be fo leawd andfo vnthankftill , that

wevvili not reward thevertueof our good friends, accor-

ding to their vvoithineflijVvhich is honoured euenof our e-

nemies ? And after hce had imbraccd him in his amies,

heprefentedhim with a goodly horfeofferuiceforthe wars,

and gaue him fiue hundred dragmaes.Whcrenpon from that

day foorth he neuer forlbokc Marcdlm, but became very loi*

all,and a moft earned difcouerer of fuch as tooke pai't againft

iSriffajfrltr iii
1 i 1i f ;rli j ' x r* -\ 3til3 •! :AV

.IrtcUyi'^t the empcrour, andking of Naples, minding to

punirti the rebels of Samimato, made countenance as though

he had not efpied their confpiracie,terming them en crywhere

good and lDiallfubiefts , to the end thatdefpaire fliouldnot

caufe them to enter into arms againfl him cpenly, as the lords

ot Naples thatroilowcd the part of Conrxdin;,hz& done againfl:

C bat L s dake or Aniou. For when they faw thztConradine was

puercome, and that there was no hope for them to obtaine

pardon atthe hands ofCharles ofAniou, they fel to rebelling,

andfoitiiiedth erofel ues in diuers places. >

,

,
}

»
. , y

Likewife when people are to far uiraged, it is no time

to punnilli,but rather to reconcile and appcafe . When the

PanQans lebeiled for the aids : to" put them infearc, men
began to throw fome of the rebels into the water. But

O ij in
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^in deed of difmaieng them , they barft out into greater furic

than afore • in fo much that the executioners were faine to

giueouer their pumfhment, for feare of incrcafing the com-
niotion,in fteed ofappealing it.

lAgfilaus hauing difcouered a ver)r dangerous conrpiracie,

did put fome of the traitors to death fecretly without arraign-

ment or indictment, contrarie to the lavves of Lacedemon.

Biting words For vnto people that are fa vponmifchiefe, not onelyouer-

arc dangerous rigorous iuftice,but alfo biting words are dangerfull, confide-

nng that in time of trouble , and in time cf commotion, one

v;ord,or one lettier,may doe more harme^than a notable iniu-

lieOiall doe another time.

And euen fo befell it to Macrinus for alerter which hee

wratevnto Me/a, wherein he told him that he had bought

the emperorlhip of a fort of couetous fbuldiers, that had no

confederation of deferts , but onely who would mod giue.

With which words the men of warre being chafed, dijl all

fwearethatit ihould coif Macnmts his head, inrecompence

of the wrong that he had done them,And fo itcametopafle

indeed.

We hauefpoken fufficicntly ofthe difcretio^meeldneffe,

and vprightneile which a prince ought to hauein cafes of iu-

ftice,for the well and worthie executing thereof . But for as

much as it is vnpofsiblefora prince to attend at al times to the

doing ofiuftice : he mull needs do iuftice by deputies, and fet

men ofgood and honcft reputation in his place,to do right be-

tweene partie and partie,whencotrouerfies rife betwixt them,

asMofes did by the counfell of his father in!aw,/Vr/w . In

frrincesou ht
t^ie cnun

"

DS°f wriome, a prince may as far ouerflioot him-

comakecbois f^fe^s ifhe iudged all caufes without any foreconfideration.

ofgood iud- For he that maketh not choife of good mdges , dooth great
gcs. wrong to the common-weale.No impcrtunat fute, no earned:

intreatancc,no gifts that could begiuen,no rauour>no familia-

ritie could euercaufe <Alexa>.der Sen cru< tobefbw any office

ofiuttice vpon anyman whome he deemed notfit font , and

vertuous inthcadaiiniftration ofit.

Such
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Such therefore fhould be chofei^as are ofskill and ofgood

lifejand they ought to haue good wages , and not to take any

otherthing,than their ordinanc ftipend allowed them by the

prince. TraUn vfed that kind ofdealing^ofwhom it is written*

that he could not abide, that iudges ihould take any thing for

their hire, but that they mould be rccopenfed at his hand, ac-

cording to their feruice and good dealing, ^fdriurt likewife en-

quired ofthe life 6c conuerfation ofthe lenatorsrand when he
had in truth found any that was vertuous & poore, hc increa-

sed his intertainment,and gaue him rewards ofhis owne priuat

goods.Contrariwife when he found any to be giuen to vice,he <

neuer leftvntill he had dnuen him out ofthe fenat.Now then,

the prince that will haue good iudges
, yea and good officers officers arc

ofall forts,muft either honorthem and reward them, or clfc to be rccom-

punifh them according to their deferts : As touching the ho- ^"o^?
1
"'

noringofthem,^«f«/^ hath /hewed vs an example therof,
<j £ ferBin <»s,

who at his entering into the fenat-houfe, faluted all thefena-

tors,and at his goingout would not fuffer any ofthem to rifevp

to him. ^£lex>mdtr StHerat did greatly honour the prefidents

ofthe prouinces,caufing the to lit with him in his chariot,that

men might fee the honour that heycelded totheminiftersof

iuftice,andthathc might the more conueniently talke with

thcm,concerningthe rule and gouernment wherofthey had

the charge. He neithermade nor puniftied any fenator, with-

out the admce of the whole fenat.And vpon a time,when he

law a freeman of his walking betweene two fenators, hefent

one to buffet him, faicng it was vnfeemly that he mould prc-

fume to meddle among fenators, which might well haue bin

their feruant . Likewiie the EmperourcUudtm neuer dealtin

any affaire ofimportance, but in the fen.it. Eucn Ttberw him-

felfc hadgreat regard ofthem, and faluted them whenfoeuer

he palledby them. And as touching the rewarding ofthem, 7hcrewjr.

theforefaid Alexander may feme for an example to gcod dingofiuH-

princcs. For he did greatgood to iudges,and rewarded them gesandoffi.

bountifully. And being asked on a timewhy he didfo,As a
r

£)rince(quoth he)neither ought,nor in reafon can be tru'y cal-

O iij led

ccrs,
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led a prince,except he minifter iufticcrfo be ye fare,that wh en

I find an officer which doth his dutie in that behalfe, I cannot

pay or recompence him fnfficiently. That is the caufe why I
doe them fo many coartefies j& befides that,in making them

©f the puiii- richj bereaue them of al caufe to imponerifh other men.Buc

flung of wic- like as a good iudge cannot be too much recopenfed, Co an e-

ke 1 nidges. U1u judge cannot be too much punifhed. We haaea notable

example knowne to all men, concerning thepuni/hment of

the iudge,whom Cambyfts made to be flame quick , and with

his skin curned,caufcd the feat ofiudgement to beecouered,

and made the fame iudges fon to fit as iudge on it,that in mi-

iiiftring iu&ce,fce lhould bethinke him ofhis fathers puniih-

ment. Albeit thiixdatcnine was very pittifnll,yetwashevery

rigorous to iudges that did not their dutie ; infbmuch that

wheras in other cafes h e pardoned cue the greeuoafeft offen-

ces,^ this cafe hepuonifhed eaen the hghtefLThere was alio

another thing in him right worthie ofcommedationin the $c-

cettttoriofiallicem imely,that toaaoid confufion,he caufed al

fuch to be difpatchedoutof hand,as hadanyfnteinthecounv

.A wh en any office was void, he would not that one fhoald

fue for it, but made the futers themfelues to come to his pre-

fcnce,as well to gratifie them himfelfe,as alfo to know whom
he gratified. For he that receiaeth not the benefit at the prin-

ces ownehandjthinketh himfelfe beholden to none bat vnto

him by whome he had it, as wee haue foand by experience

in (this our realmeof) Fraunce, within this fiftic or three-

fcoreyeareSe

^ VS coine now t0 r^e lu^lce °fwar
,
which ought

p^y^5to be like the fame that we haae ipokenof,and con-

^4-^^fifteth in penalties raid rewardsaiamely Jnpunifhing

fbujftM&^the wickcd>andinrecompenfingthe good and va-

leantmen with honour and regard.for honoar noanfheth the
hberall arts and vcrtueJn which behalfe the emperorAdrian

did fo greatly excel!, that h e was both f?ared and loaed ofall

his men ofwar j fearedbecaufe he chaflifed them, and belo-

ued,

sue.
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ned,becaufe he paid them well.Vpon a time one dcmaimded

ofZ^^^Whatmanerofcommon-weale hec liked beft ?

That (cjd. he) wherein both the valeant and the cowards are

rewarded according to their defcrts 5 as whowould fay , that

vcrtue is furthered by reward 5 and that men of no value are

fpurred vp to doe well,by the fliame andreproch which they

receiue by doing ami(Te,and in being d efpiled . Ennim Trikm

demaundedof />4/<<>?,\Vhat was the caufe that hee was bet-

ter beloued ofthe people than luspredecclTors ? Becaufe(cjd.

he)that commonly I pardon fuch as offend me, and neuer for-

get them that doe me feruice.But afore I {peake ofrewarding The Law of

orrecompenfing,wemuilkjiowwhatisthelaw and difcipline
Arms *

ofarms,wheroi the firft and principal! point (that is to wit, to

doc no man wrong)dependcth vpon naturall iullice And yet-

notwithftanding,this feemeth fo ilrange among vs , that the

checfe and principall point oi warlike behaaiour , feemeth to

con(iftinpilling,fweanng,rauiniing,& robbing,and thatafoul-

dier cannot be eiteemed a gallant fellow,vnleffe he be furni-

fhed with thofe goodly vermes. Contrariwife, ifthe Romans
had any fouldiers that were neuer fo little giuen to loofenefle,

they would not vfe their feruicemo not euen in moil: extreme

necefsitie,(as is to be feenby the doings ofMetelltu in Affnke,

and ofScipia in Spain) making more account ofone legion that

liued after th e law and order of war,than ot ten that were out

oforder. Nowthelawesof armes were diuers, according to

the dmcifitics of the captains that hauehadthe leading or

Armies . The firft conflileth in the obedience of the men Thcvertu^ of

of warre. For(as faith vUtd) it auaileth not to haue a good obedience,de-

captaine , vnlefle the fouldiers bee difcreet and obedient, pendtthjpyn

becaufethe vertue of wcll-obeieng, hath as great need of a

gentle nature, and of the helps ofgood trainment , as the

princely vertueof commaunding . All other precepts tend

generally to naturall luftice, the which will not haue wrong

done to any man. ^iltxandtf being aduerrifed thattwo (bill-

diers which ferued vnder T?Armenia > liad rauilhed the wiues

of certain e fouldiers fa'angcrs , wrate vnto Tartnenio to

O iii) informe
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informe him therof, charging him that if he found it to be lb,

he should put both the fouldiers to death, as wildbeafts bred

to the deftruftionof men.When the Romanes marched vn-
derthe leading ofMareas Scaurus, there was found in their

trenches at their departure thcnce,a tree hanging fill of fruir,

fo great confeience made th ey to take any thing that wasnot

their owne. And ifany man went afide in any field,farme,or

grange,at fuch time as the campe marched, he was punifhed

immediatly, and it was demaundedofhimif he couldfind in

his heart, that a man fhould doe asmuch in his lands.Wher-».

foeuer Bellifariw went with hisarmie, he retrained his men
from doing wrong to laborers and husbandmen,infomuch that

they durftnot eatthe apples and pearesthat hung vponthe

trees.Aftcr the death of Campfori the Soldan of ^gypt, Se-

lim king ofTurks being poflefled ofDamafco,and the reftof

the cities of Syria , would not fuffer his men of war to come
within them,but lodged his camp by the wals of the towne,

and ofall the time that he was there, therewas not anyguard

fetto keepe the goodly ]and fruitfull Gardens, that were

Without the citie,becaufe the rigorous iuftice that Selim cxe-

cuted,reftrained the Turksfrom mifdoing
;
wherthroughthe

whole armie found thcmfelueswellapaid. For they neuer

wanted vicl:uals,but had plentieand aboundance ofall things.

Traian caufed a captaine to be bammed, for julling ahu£-

bandmans Oxen without need $ and awarded the husband-

man for amends,to haue the captaines horfe and armor , and

I

alfo his quarters wages.

Tamerlane king of Tartarian*, made a fouldier of his to be
put to death,for taking but a cheefe from a poorewoman.ro-
tilas wasfo feuere in the difcipline ofwar , that he wouldnot

leaueany one mifdecd vnpunifhed . He that rammed any

woman,was punifhed with death,or at leafl wife forfaited his

goodsjthe which were giuen to the partie that wasoutraged.

Infomuch that he pafTed by the cities and townes that were

in friendfhip and league with him, without doing them any

harme
3
faying thatLngdomes and empires were eafily loft,
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if theywere not maintained by iuftice.Which thing lufiinun

found to be very true,who through the vniufticcand diforder

of his ca ptaincs,toft the empyre of Italy. Tmlus Emilws was

a ftcrne obferucr of thelawof arms, notfeeking topurchafe

the lone of his fouldiers by pleafing them,but (hewing them
himfelfefrompointtopoint,hovvauailable the ordinances of

war were. And this his auftcritie and tcrriblenciTe towards

them that were difobedient, and tranfgrefled the law of arms,

\T3heldthecomtnomvealevnappaired.For he was of opinion
,t,s a

'
c ĉ

,
r

. if r • , matter too-
that to vanquilna mans enemies by force or arms, is (as ye uercome the

would fay) but an acccfioric or income, in companfon of the cnensic,than

well ordering and winning of a mans countrymen bv <*ood to vPho-d

j r i

0
* ° one country

cillcipline.
by ^ooddifci-

'l he Lawesof arms haue bindiirerfe,accorcungtothe di- pUnc,

uerfitieof captaines,the which we may learneinoncwordof Of the lawes

the beft and moll valeant emperours that euer haue bin./«//- °^ arras«

Hi C*far would make countenance , as though hefaw not the

faults of his fouldiers,and let them gocvnpunifhed,fo long as

they{tended not to mutinic , or that they forfooke not their

enfigne ; and in thofe cafes he ncuer pardoned the. Infomuch

that in the time of the ciuil wars,he earned a whole legion at

once, notwithftanding that he flood as then in greatneed of

them , land ere euer he would adroit them againc, he ceafled

not,till he had pumfhed the mifdoers.Among the ^Egyptians,

they that had difobayed their captains,were noted with a re-

proch worfe than death.

^lugujlus was fo fcuere towards fuch as recoiled in battel!, Tfe feuetitjjj

or difobayed his commaundements, that he would put euery

tenth man of them to death , and vnto them that had done
le(Te faults,he would giue barly bread in fteed of wheaten.So

alfo did Afar cellw caufebarly to be deliuered inftcedofwheat
to the bands that fir ft turned their backs vnto Han?iiUll.^4n->

/•/^tithed the Legions that had forfaken their trench , at a

fallie that was made vpon them by the Perfians out of

Phraata. And vnto thofe alfo which remained of that tithing

was barly giuen indeed of wheate, fortheirfood to hue by,

,

lUiniHs
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LUinius t\xc confuli, being fent againfl: 5>4r^>w chicfe lea-

der of the bondmen that had rebeiled.tythed to the number
ofa 4000 men, and yet failed not for all that, to obtain the vi-

£torie. Atfuch time as TimoUon was minded to giue battellto

the Carthagineans who were ten to one,ther were a thoufand

of his men that recoiled backe and would not fight, wher-

of Ttmoleon was well apaid , that they had bewraied them-

felues ingood time, becaufe that ellethcy had done him
more harme than good. But when he hadonce woonethe
field,and was returned vnto Syracufe, he bamfhed them eue-

richoneoutof Sicilie, with e^preiTecommaundement, that

they ihould get them out of thecitie, be fore the fun went

downe. Lucullfulaida reprochfullinfamie vponfuch as had
fledinacertaincskirmifhagamft Mithridxtes

5
caufingthem

to dig a pit of twelue foot,all vnapparelled in their fhirts, the

reft of their company ftanding by to fee them doe it . Traian

would not fuffer any fouldier to be put to death, for any fault

committed in war, except it were for blafphemingGod, for

treafon,for flying in battcll,for rauiftimg ofworn en,or for ilee-

pingin the watch 5 and inthofe cafes he pardoned not any

manwhatfoeuer he were.Albeit that Tirrhtts was a flxanger,

yet caufed he the law of arms to be obferued ftraightiy a-

mong.the Tarentines,and he punifiied thofe that failed. Ma-
ria* was a foreman in that behalre, butwhen he had once in-

Scuemie in urcd his fouldi ers to abftainefrom offending , and rromdiib-

war is whoN bayingjthen they found that his fternnefle in commaunding,

and his fharpneife in punifhing fuch as forgate their dutie,

was not only reafonabie, but alio iuft and wholefcme. The
lawsof theSwitzcrs are fuch , thatfuch as flee and recoile in

battel! for feareand cowardlmefie , fhallbe cutinpeeces by

their fellowes irf the fight of the whole armie , to the end

that the greater feare fhould ouer-wey the IclTer j arid that

• ' for dread of the violent death , they mould chufe thedeath

that is honourable . This caufed the .emperor Julian in a cer-

tain e battell to Ilea tenof the firft that fled away , therby to

co^pe'l ths reft to turne againe vpon tlie cnemie . Captaine

franztt
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Frtnget was degraded from the order of knighthood,& pro-

claimed vnnoble, both he and allhispofteritie, foryeelding

FtntraUe to the Spaniards ,
notwithftandmg that he excufed

himfclfe by a fecret compact that Dm peta- thefonneof the

mariliall of Naua* had made with the Spaniards 5 becaufe it

was thought that although itwere fo,yet he ought not to haue

bin negligent in forfeeing tuch cofpiracic. xAmd'ms Capita delt ^ p
more cruelly tha any others,in executingthe law ofarms. For 0f^ *

he made all fuch to be crucified, as had taken any thing from c*fiim

honeftmen, in the felfe fame place where the crime was co-

mitted.Alfo he caufed the arms& legs to be cut ofY,ofal fuch

as departed from the camp without pafport : and he put them
not to death, faying that there was more exaplctobe fecnina

mifcrable catifahue,than dead.lt happened vpon a time,thac

a vericfewof his men of war,hauing difcoueredthat the Sar-

matians kept no good ward,flew ofthe to the nuber ofa three

thoufand.And whe his capteins fued forreward oftheirgood

expk«t,he made them to be al crucified, faying it might iiaue

happened that there had bin fome ambufh of enemies , & by
that means the honor of the Roman empire might haue bin

loll- in doing wherof, he followed the examplcof Torquatus,

thehrilorieof whomis known well inough : neuerthelelleir?

the one there was a breach of the prohibitum,but in this there

was no fuc h thine: at all.Thi? crueltic was far differing fro rhe

meeldnesof Scipw, vvhofnd,that a good generall of a field,

ought to deale like thegood furgion,which neuer vfeth hun-

ting but when all other remedies faile. And as Tintarch faith

mthecoparifonbetweenet^tf & Grucchus, Itisnot thepro-

pertie cither of goodfurgion orofgoodgoucrnorof a fiate,to

fet his had to Cwoid or launccr,but only in extreame neceftitie,

vvhc there is nootherremedie.But to make a man of war obe- ^ow a roujj^

djct,& refrain from doing wrong to any body,hcmul) be well cr u Gobedeio

paid. And(as Aiex*nd<r Scuem faith)hemult be wel apparel- witb,that he* •

,led,well (hod,weli armed,well fed, & haue fomc mony in his
ra^ bc S00^

purfe.Forpouertie maketh men hartleiTe.The lame thing was

ibme caufe,that the fokhers ofMacrinits rebelled a°;aiuft hinv
°

For-
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Forwhentheyfawthemfclues foil I paid,theyfell to mutinie,

vvherat Mefk taking occafion to lay hold of tjie opportunitie

that was offered, fell in hand with the men of war,and by of-

fering them to pay them of his owne treafures, he made them
fo affe&ioncd towards him , that for his fake they fee vp his

little fonnc HeliogabalHS.

Iphicratcs an Athenian captaine,was content that his foul-

diers fhould be couetous, amorous, and voluptuous,to the in-

tent that they might hazard thcmfelues the more boldlyand

aducnturoufly to all perils! to haue wherewith tofurnifh their

defires. And lulins Cdfar would haue his fouldiersfaire and

richly armed, to the end they mould fight valeantly , for fearc

to loofe them. Finally, to teach whatfoeuer belongs to a foul-

dier to haue, theepiftle fufheeth which DtodcJUn writeth

thus to a certaine gouernour of a prouince ; If you will bee a

Tribune (faith he) or rather if you intend to liue, bring to

pahethatyourfouldiers meddle not with other mens goods,

that they take neither pullerie nor lheepe, thatthey trample

not downe other mens come , that they take not any mans

oyle,falt,orwood vnpaid for,that they findthemfelues ofthe

booties of their enemics,andnot with the teares of your fub-

iecl:s,that euery of them haue his armor neat and cleane,that

theybe well (hod,and that they be well clad.

The keeping There is yet one rule more to be kept in the law of arms,

keepe equalitie among men ofwar jthe which rule

war;° ^Adrian the emperorobferued very well and fitly.Forwhen he
would haue any labour done in his campe , all were put to the

labour; whenjury watching was,al watchedjand he would not

fufferany man to be exempted rinfomuch that he himfelfc

Soldi ers haue
wou^ ^c tne ôrmoft among rhcra

.
Alfo there is confidera-

moft necde tion to be had in warfare, how to make difference between a

of discipline camp and a garifbn.For in a campe it is not amilTe.to take fomc
m time of

,rcfplt that men may make merry , Co the time of feaftingbee
?czcc

* not ouer-long.And therfore in that behalfe, lulins Cafitr loo-

ked not too neerly to his fouldicrs , becaufe he did keepe

;them commonly occupied . But when rhey lie in garifon,

where
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where they fhall not need to fight , nor (land in feare of any

encmie ; It will not be good toaccuftomethem to liuetoo

delicatly and at too much eafe. For in fo long continuance of

time ,
they become the more vnweeldie to war , and ifthey

pill the countrie where they lie , there follovveth vpon it the

hatred of that people. Chtrla of Aniou was efleemed and

commended for his good fortune,and for a good warrior. But

yet wasthisrenowneibmewhat defaced , for that after his vi-

ctories , hce gaue hisfouldiers too much libertie in time of

pcace,tothegreatdomage ofhisfubiefts.Therforein time of

peace is it wherinthey haue moft chiefly need of difcipline

and labour, leaft they wex vnweeldie by weltering in idle-

ncfle.Forby that are they often vndone.And in very deed,be-

caufe the Legions in Germanic were very much marred , by

being too much nulled in licentioufnefle afore -

y
•Adrian was

dnuen to doe in time of peace as in time of war, and to fetvp

thcorderofwarnewagan?,which hadbindifcontinued from

the time of ^Augufiu <.And for ex-ample to his men ofwar, he

ate not any other victuals than den as wcrcordinarie,andhe

marched on foote fine or fixe leagues a day. Alfo we read

thatafter thetime that HdhnibdllkW to maintaine his wars

with lefle feare againft the Romanes, by reafon of his viclo-

rie at Cannas , and for that he had [met with a delicate citic

rcpl enilhed with all forts ofplcafures, he found not his foul-

diers fo good a good while aftcr,as they had bin afore.In that

refpett didonefay,Thatthe vanquifhed Afia,had vaquifhed

the Romanes.Andof a truth the nations that haue had leaft Thcnatious

tlungs of delight,haue euer bin the beft warriors . As for ex- k& (

J)

cllc
?

t,

ft
ample,/«//«j Cs.far deemed the Belgians to be the valiantcft J^\J^

C

ofall the Gauls.becaufe they were furtheft offfrom the Ro-
mane prouince, and had feweft of the things of delight

brought out of the prouinccto them.The Greeks did alwais

with (mall numbers make head againft the Perfians.The La-

cedemonians ouer-maftercd all the reft of the Greeks, and

continued vnuincibie,fo long as they kept their Warlike difci-

pline j but as foon as they forwentrhat,they were vanquifhed

by
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by the Thebans,as pariusyyas by lAlexander,notwithftanding

that Darius came wkhriue hundered thoufand men,againi1: a

fiftie or threefcore thoufand Macedonians j and that was be-

caufe the one fort was tender and trained vp in pleafure and

notin war,and the other fort was enured to war, and accullo-

med to pains taking . The Turks obferuing fome piece ofthe

Romane difciplinejdrinkeno wine: by meane wherof,they be

drfcharged of a great deale of baggage , without the which

our men could not liue fo much as one day . Tefemius Niger

fuifercd not any wine to be brought into his campe. And on a

time when the garrifon that lay in #gypt , defired leaue to

haue wine,he anfwered,that the water or Nilus ought to ccn-

tent them. Soalfo did ^AuguPuis
y when complaint was made

vnto him of the dearth ofwine,faying,That his fon in law

gripf*, had well prouidcdfor that want, by the goodly con-

duits that he had made in Rome.
Thus much concerning the laws and difcipline of war.

: Men
" Now I fpsake ofrewardingjwhichis the thing that moft

ci war. holdeth the noble and gentlemanly hearts in their dueties.

For ( as faith Titus ziuixs) there is not that thing which men
will not vndertake to doe, ifthe hardie and valiant aduentu-

rers vpon great tilings may be rewarded accordingly.Inwhich

behatfe the emperor Adrian bare the bell : For he rewarded

valiant perfons bountifully • yea he went and fought them out

of far countries, without '(paring ofmonie , hodes, or armor.

King Len ts the eleuenth did the iike to meh of feruice . And
the like maner of dealing ou2;ht to be obferued towards a

manshoufho'd feruants to make them honed
j
namely their

f cruices ought to be recompenced id time and place , accor-

ding to their deferts. For nothing doth fo much encourage

houihoid feruants, as when they fee that their mailer know-*

OfhomWd eth them,and eixjuireth after them . This maner of vpright-

^- ne ê we ca^ Houihoid ivdh.ee , wherin the emperor ^Intoniue

roSteouf* excelled. For he would vndei Hand the order of his houfe to

aeifct ~ th e vttermoit j fo as he would know who ferued him, and in

what place ordegree, whether euerie man were paid his wa-r

ges
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sesforhispainsiwhcther eucrie manbehaued himfelfe faith-

fully^: whetherall together did their dutie. And this maner

of recompenllng& rewarding, weterrae Iuftice diftnbutiuej
,

which is,when preferments and comoditics are diflrib;;ted ac-

cording to mens deferts,thathaue profited the comon-weale,

& done feraice to their maifters. For this hbcralitie being ioi- The rcwar-

ned with vprightn.es, taketh vnto it the nature thcrof, info- ding of o 0Gd

much thatthe recopenfin* of deferts, fheweth the iuftice of
e

,

ct
f
s

'. f™"

himt!iatrajgneth,as / headmkwmtth vnto^drthemtdorw.But Qf h m that

ifwicked me,cowards,iefte«jVnthrifo,&1Sch as are vnmeet tulcth.

to haue the ordering of mattcrs,& are void of skill in cafes of

iuftice or feats of war,do carne away the i cwar d ofgood men,
.

itmiy well be faid, that the ftate is very fore flckc,& that the
• prince doth vtterly loofe al that he beftowcth,thrufting from

him Ins worthy & good fcruitors , by his not rccopenfingthc

according to their deferts hauingnothai.keforthegoodhe

doth to the vnworthie.Foras 4*m/*mj faith in his Inftitution of

a prince the vnworthy perceiuing that tlie great benefits that

thevreceiuc of their mailer, proceed of ignorance& want of

good difcretior*,& not of wife 6c wel gouerned affection; de£»

I pife both the girts cc thegiucrofthc. And therfore I pui pofe

to Ipeak h ere ofthe recopenfes that ought to be made to thofe

I thatdcferuethe,ofwhich recopenfes fome be made with ho-

nor,^ fome with many.Ofhonorable titles,many were giuen Of the re-

in old time : as for example,wal-garlads,city-garlands,cx fuch comP*nfcs

other without number.And inthefe dais we haue the orderof jj"^/
11

.^^
knight-hood, the which within a while hath bin fofliamfully nJ ur>

abufed,that no account is made of it. The rewards that cofift

in profit,are to be giuen to the peti-captains,& valiant fouldi-

ers in ready mony, if the reucnues of the crowne wil bcare ir.

For, to racke and rake from the people wherwithto recom-

pencethe menof war, as did the emperourSe#m*j,is aneuill

king of dealing . Not long fiucewe haue had two kings of

great fame, namely Letvis theeleuenth, who was libera il in

pampering men with money , howbeit at the coft of his

commons . And U\\ps the twelfth , who was of fmail hbera-

liue
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litie to his men of war, but a great loucr of his commons*

Thismanbeingwellferuedof all forts of men, died with the

reputation of a good,valiant, and vertuous prince , and had

borne the the title of Father to his people. The other neuer

attained fo neere,nor was Co much beloued as he, for all his

liberalitie.

The moun
There is yet one other fort of recompence, and thatisof

tnig tT^igni-
honour anc^ pr°fit matched togither, when men attaineto

ry by degrees, dignities by degrees, as whena-meane fouldier becommeth

the leader of a fquadron, captaine, mailer ofthe campe , and

colonell . And when a man of atms mounteth by degrees to

bee chiefe hcrbinger,guidon,en{igne, lieutenant ^ then chick

of the companies
, great mailler, admirall, marfhall, andfo

foortlu

What* prince Alfoto theintentthat the prince forget notthem that doe
h o<i ;e chat himferuice, and deferue recompence , becaufe they bee fo

lb f ih^ "o^ Srcat a number, tnat ne ma^ not ke °f memorie (ufficicntto

krolerufcc
^ remember them all $ itbehouethto haueabooke orapaire

of tables , wherein to fet downe the names of all fuch as doe

him any notable feruice , that he may reward them in due

time and place, as the emperors Charles the fift,and Alexander

Seucrtu did 5 who wrate downe thofe that did him feruice, and

the rewards which he had giuen to many of them . And ifin

pcrufing his notes ofremembrance, he faw any man that had

done him feruice and was not worthilie recomoenced ; hee

made him to come before him,and asked of him why he had
not fued for recompence, willing him to fue boldly for any

thins; agreeable to his eilate.,

.T»vo offices And foras much as it is an cafie matter for a prince that
rno be not to

]iat |-j |Q many fiibiecTis, to recompence them all 5 it behoueth

one-man
'°

^um to ta^ e §ooc^ heed thathe bellow not twooffices ormo
vpon one man . For in fo doing he bereaueth himfelfe of the

meanes to recompence manie , and is notfo well ferued as hc^

elfefhouid be . For ( zs^ilexanderSeuerus was woont to fay)

kis a hard matter , that he winch hath two charges at once,,

fliould be able to vfe them to his aw/iehonor,and his mailers-

profit.
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profit. Whenlfpeake ofthe rccompenfing of SeruiccSjiny

meaning is,that it fhould be done meafurably,and not by put-

ting men in truft with too great a charge,nor by making them
too mightie,lcaft perhapes they turne head againft their mai-

fter.For mightinefle ingendreth riches,cnuy,andpride,as it be- power {,rct>

fell to Verennm , who perceiuing himfelfe to bee ouergreat, Hcth Pride,

and the ordering of all aftairs to be in his ovvne hand , confpi-

rcd againft the emperour Commodnf his raaifter , to whom he

was beholden for al his welfare. But his treafon was bewraied,

and he punifhed according to his deferts.Wc know what hap*

pened in Frauncc to themaires of thepallacej which caufed

Confdluo to be called home out ofNaples,where he managed
the kingofAragons affairs fo wel, and vnto whom the king his

mailter was beholden for the kingdome of Naples; which

thing was doneforfeareleafthe lhould hauefeazed vponthe

kingdom, confid enng his credit, his good gouernmcnt,and his

experiencein war. There remaineth yet one doubt more con-

*erningthe execution ofmftice j to wit , whether a prince for Whether a

the benefit of his common-weale ought to chaungehisoflfi- princcought

cers,as they did in old time in Rome,and in Athens.lfit be ob- ^
ie&ed that thofe were pulick-weal es . wherein euery man ru-

led by turnejl wil oppofe Alexander Sever f*f a fagc prince and

fuch a one as minded notany thingbut the publick-weale,wtu>

alfo chaunged his orficersjfaicng that when princes arc gouer-

ned continually by any one fort, means are found by mtrea-

tancc,gifts,and other corrupt dealmjs, to pcrucrt theirgood
difpofitions . And peraduenturc at that timeAlexander had

fcene the inconueniences therof,thc which he meant to reme-

dy,or at lcaftwife to aflay to remedy . But in this manner of

dealingvthercrnay be as great inconi*enience,as in the other

:

namely that their kingfhal not haue them fo wel! affeclioned

towards him,as they ought to be . For they that are accufto-

medtotheferuice of agood prince, do louetheir maimer far

better,than thofethatare but new come in.And as the Pro-

tterb faith,A man muft firft know,ere he can lone.Befidesthis

•aflcftion, thev be thebetter acquainted with his humors^nd

P the
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the better experienced in his affaires. Forpra&ifemaketh

men fufficient , and the new come is as eafie to be corrupted

as the old feruitor , when the wayto corruption is once fet o-
pen.Moreouer, they that come frelh,tryby al means to make
their hand of the bountie and hberaline or the prince • info-

much that moft commonly, the oftner that there is a change,

the oftener the princes purfe is emptied. Record hereofis the

fable ofthe flaine fox, who would not fuffer the flies to be

driuen from him, that had fed vpon him, for feare leaft when
they were gone, therewould come others frefli and fefling,

which would doe him more harme andpaine than the for-

mer that were alreadie {\i\L4uguftus altered not the maner of

dealing which the Romans had vfed, of fending fenators into

a prouince,for a certaine time.NeuerthelelTe being difquieted

by a feat that had bene done in Germanie ; to make all fure,

£c to hold the people ofthat prouince in obedience,he wquld

not haue the fenators to remoue thence,to the intent that the

fubiccls fhould be held in obedience by men of experience,

that were alreadie acquainted with the people of that coun-

trie.And therefore it is belt for all euents,that a prince fhould

not change his officers , but that if any of them offend , hee

ould well punilii them, as *Augu$m did a fecretane of his,

wkofe thighs hee caufed to b? broken, becaufe he had ta-

ken a bribe to lhew a letter. Erffc* the twelfth king of France,

hued in all prolperitie/oecaufehe wasfcruedby the auntient

officers ofthe crovvne,yea euen by thofe that had taken him

prifonermbattell when- he was duke of Orleans. Contrari-

wife, king LeWtheeleuenrh, was in hazard to haue loft Ins

crowne,byichangingaljnew..! }s!$ttrffefitol: r.^»
;
>b

Treafurcrs Igrauotrthnt thejdk^ungof was well to

! oncers be admitted in eafes ofaccount where the prince hath more
q- at count. nee£i

t Qfa man ofhoneftiejthan a man ofgreat skill- Alfo the

faid good emperor permitted them not to continue in office

aSoueone yeate at once,for feare 1 call their ouer-long conti-

nuance in thofedealings-lhould make them theeues, terming

fth* oifices. of generailRecei^aneceflark euiil 3 becaufc that

<i on
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1

on the one part they cannot be forborne , and on the other

part they teach men to play the theeues. BroiJf(i rd faith, that

the earle ofFois,ofwhome he maketh very great reckoning,

tooke tweluc notable men to beofhis Receits, ofwhom two

fcrucd eucry month,and fo from month to month other two

by turns,which ahvaie yeelded their accounts to a controller,

in wiroin he put °reateft truft.

To conclude this difcourfe,the prince and he that is autho- Prcfcpcs <*$

rifedvnderhimtobea iudge,muftkecpe welithe precept of
Iu ,ce

-

/*frfrri4/s,namely,tfiat he be neither too (oft nor too rigorous

in punifhing,but as the caufedeferueth.For he muft not arfecl:

the glone ofmecldnefle,oroffeueritic,but when he hath wel

conlidered the cafe,he muft doc iuftice as the cafe requircth,

vfing mercie andgentlenclFe in ftnall matters,and (hewing fe-

uentic oflaw in great crimes,howbeit alwaies with fome tem-

perance ofgentlencfle.For as Thcojon^e was-woont to fay, It is

the propei tie of a s*ood and gracious prince,not to be defirous

to punifli oftences^but to take them away 5 lead by puniming

them too eagerly, or by ouerpafsing them too meeldly, he be

deemed vnaduiied and careleile of the execution of iuftice.

S./o I n chryfofrome faith,That iuftice without mercie^is not iu-

ftice bat crueitie $ and that mercie without iuftice,is not mer-

cie but folly.And to my fezmw.^Suetontw hath no great like-

lihood ofiealon to commend ^iugujlm for mercrfull, in that

tofaue a mamfeft parricide from calling into the water in a

facke,(as was wont to be done to fuch as had confefted them-

leluesguiltie ofthat fault/he asked him after this manerjlbe-

leeue thou haft not murthered thy father. For he that mftifi-

cth the wicked, and hec that condemneth theguiltlefte, are

boehofthemabhommabletotheLord , faith Salomon in his .

Proueibs.And aboue all things(as faith Ct ccrom his bookedf Puniflimcut

Duties) he muft beware that the punifhment be not too great [S

1^^^
for the offence , and thatwhere many bee partakers of one

J

j

crime,onQbenot(brepuninicd, and another fleightly pafted

BK^ft^SW ^-^Mf^ii1^. CHARes
into
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chap. mi.

That afrinct ought to be liberally and toJlwn nig-

' gardfhipandprodigalitie.

Husmuch in fewwords concerning iu-

.

ftice,the which Ctctro diuideth in-

to two ,
namely into that which is

tearmed by the generall name of

Righteoufnetfe,& into that which

is tearmed Liberalitie, accordingly

as the holy fcripture doth ordinari-

ly take righteoufnelTc forthehbe-

ralitie that is vfed towards the necdie, the which we call -

Alms or Charitie.Hc hath difperfed& giuen vnto the poore,

(faith the Pfalmift)and his righteoufnefle endureth for euer
5

that is to fay,He will continue ftill to ihew himfelfe righteous^

and he fhall haue wherin to execute his liberalitie all the

daies of his life. And S/TW^iahis fecond Epiftleto the

Corinthians, praycth God to encreafethc reucnuesof their

righteoufnefle,that is to fay of their liberalitie or bounteouf*

nefle.And in the one andtwentith of the Prouerbs , He that

followeth righteoufnefle and mercie,( faith Salomon) He that

is kind-hearted and pitiful! to the pooue, fhall find life , righ-

teoufnefle,and glorie.And in the fame place , The righteous

giueth(faith he) and fpareth not.Now therfore I muft fpeake

more particularly of the diftributiue righteoufnefle , which
is called Liberalitie , and is as itwTere the meane betwixt nig-

gardlinefle and prodigalitie, a vertue wcll-befeeming a rich

man. For (as faith rlato ) He that hath fbfe of goods, if

he make others partakers with him, is to be honoured as a

fciberaiittc be grcatman;^uc Specially it moft befeemeth a prince,aswho is

feemfcxlA better able to put it in vfe,than any priuat perfons. For Libe-

ralitie vndoeth]iberalitie,becaufe that the more aman vfeth

it,thc more heabateth hisabiliticof vfing it towards many.

A
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Akin* who hath great rcuenues, may honourably vfe it in

his life, without abating the meane to doegood tofuch as de«

feme it. Therefore Vlutarch m his bookeof theFortunat-

neiTe and vertueof^/^vW^r, faith;That as the fruits ofthe

earth growfaire by the temperatnefle of the aire.-euen fo>

good wits are furthered by the hbera!itie,honourable counte-

naunce , and courted e or a king 5 and that on the contra-

rie part, they droop? and decay through his niggardfhip,

difpleafure, and hard-dealing . For the very dune of aking
jt ; s t ile(j

(Caid^tgejil*:is)is to doe good vnto many . Ttolomtu* Lagns c f a king ro

(aid, It was a more goodly and princely thing to enrich other c: ° c" £ood vn-

men,thanto enrich himfelfc ,
according to SjPanlgs fayitig,

t0 maD
)%

That it is better togiue than to take. And Fabricw had

leuer to haue at com;n uirjdemenr men that were well mora-.

ed,than the monie it lelfe.

D'nnis the tyrant of Sir.icufe offered prefentsto the am-
biiTadonrs cf Corinth, the which they refufed,faying, That
the law of to oir countne forbad them to take ought of any

prince whatfoeuer . Wherevnto hee anfwered , Surelie

yee doe amille, O yee Corinthians, in that yee bereauc

princes of the bell thing that they haue . For there is not The mifli-

any other meanc to take away t ie mifliking of fo great a king of great

power , than by courtefie and hberahtie. ^Alexander was Powcr >lsca-

woonttoiay , 1 hat there was not abetter hoordmg vp of^™}^
treafure, than in the purl es of his friends ; becaufe they will

yeeld it himagaine whenibeuer heeneedeth it. Now then,

this verrue doth maruellonfly well befeemeapnnce,becaufe

he hath wherwithto put it in vre ; and yet neucrthelefle it

ceafleth not to be in the mmd of a poore man alfo.For a man ^ct2y t
-

is not to bedeem.d liber ill for his ^reat gifts, butforthewill not lo kec
that he hath to do good.For:i poore manmaybtmoreliberall meaforedby

than a rich
,
although he giue far ieile without companion ^-g febue

than the rich, because iiberalitie ( like as all other vermes) l"c w^
proceedeth chiefly from the difpofition or inclination that a

man hath togiue.

As for example,the poore widow that did put the two mites

J? iij into
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into tlieofferingboXjWascfteemedto hauegiuen mere than al

the rich men,though the thing ihe gaue was nothing in cdpa-

nfon of the gifts of other men. Forhberalitie confifccth not in

thegreatnesof thegifts,but inthemaner of thegiuing. And
he is liberail

t
which gmeth according to his abilitie,vntogood

men,and vpon good caufes.This vertue repreiTeth nigardfhip,

andmoderateth prodigalitie
, caufing a m m to vfe his goods

and his money anght.The meane to vfe thefe well,confiiteth

in three points.The firft is in taking a mansowne money where
he ought to takeit : and hereunto maketh the good husban

.

dingoi him that fpareth his reuenue,to fpend it to good pur-

pofeJor he that hath not wherewith to maintain his expenfes,

doth amiile in making large expenfes at oth er mens coil :and

he trftt hath it, doth amiile ifhe fpend it not, becaufe there is

not any thing that winneth a prince fo much the fauor of his

people.ashberahtie doth.Dennx the tyrant inteding tony his

ibn/urnifhed him with much coftly ftufTe,iewels,andveirell,

both ofgold and filuer ofgreatpnee.And when long time af-

ter, he had efpied that the plate remained with him itill,he

taunted him,faieng that he had not a princely hart,fith hehad

not made him friends with his plate, hauingfuch abundace^for

he was of opinion , that fuch gifts would haue gotten his fon

good will at all mens hands . For asSaiom&n faith in thexix.of

the prouerbsreuerymanisa friend to the man thatgiueth.And
in the chapter going afore, hefaith,Thatamansgift maketh

way for him,and leads him to the prefenceofgreatmen. And
inthexvij he faith, That a gift is as a precious ftone in the

eies ofhim that poflelTeth it , that is fay, that a gift hath fuch

grace,thant can doc all to the winning ofmens hearts.The

fecond meane for aprince to vfe iiberalitie well,is,not to take

his money where he ought not . Wherein confifteth the

honor of his power * in that he wil not take from one to giue

vntoanother,norftripbne naked to clotheanother.The third

meane,is to(pend it as he ought,which is the very true meane

of hberalrtie^vhereuntoboth the other be referred. Now
then,Uberaliue confifteth ehiefly in the well vfing ofmome $

- To
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Tovfemoney well

,
istofpendit and giueittofuchaswant wl&itft to

, and arc worthie to haue. As for the only keeping ofa mans re-
vlemonie wc*

nenue, itisnot thevfing,but rather the getting of money.

Th erfore liberalitie cannot confift in the well keeping of a

mans reuenucs, neither confitteth it meerely in not taking

from others,but in benefiting others.For it is more praife-wor-

thie to doe good, than it is to keepeamansowne(whereunto

webeinclinedby nature)ornotto doe any man hurt. Foritis

not inough for a man to abllainefrom doing harme,vnle(Tehe

alfo doe good. And yet for all that, it behoueth the hberall to

be carcfull in keeping his owne,thathemay haue wherewith

to maintaine Ins liberalitie
,
fpecially a prince.For as faiths- A {)00re

lexander Seuerusjhc prince that is pooreand needy, is neither prince is nei-

fcrued with good courage of his fubiefts, nor feared of ilran* ther well icr-

gersrand much lefTethe prodigall, who wafteth all without —
reafon,and catcheth other mens goods to maintain his lauilh-

fear£.j 0V
nelle withaH.Therearc otherfomethatgiue, but they bealfo Grangers^

greedieof gain 5 and they cannot be counted to do the deeds

of liberalitie.For Liberalitie lieth chiefly in the heart, and re-

gard eth not gainc-.But to loue monie,is a fpice ofcouetoufnes,

notwithflanding that afterward a man fpend it more for oftcn-

tation,than vpon any hberallmind.For there are many which
deface their reputation.by taking vnworthely, foully, and fil-

thily,to giueit away afterward.As for exampie,the bawd that

maketh vnhoneftgaine,the iudge thatfuftcreth himfelfe to

be corrupted with bnbes,and the prince that deuifeth a thoti-

fand kind oftaxes,to maintaine his vndifcreet expcnfes,as

m wk did,who tookcofcuery courtizanas much of hir gaine

as file could get of any man at once ; and as the emperour

yeffiifuin did, who fa id that the gaine of monie was good
from whence foeuer it came, yea though it were made of

mens vrinc . But to order our expenles well , there arc

three things to bee regarded
;

firft, the cjuantitie which wc
eme^thatour 2:1ft be neither too fmali nor too sreat :fbr the

buer-fmal,is vnbefeeming a gentlemanly heart j and the ouer-

greatdrcineth the puds too much, as it befell to >y£lex.andery

P iiij who
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who gauc fo excefsiue gifts to his friends, that they were

fame to refufe them.

A prince muft 'Plato will haue a prince to be temperat in the expenfes of
moderate his his houfe. Forif he hauenot a regard to moderat his ordina-

peofw

nC CX
r* c cxPen ês ' *z will be hard for him to prouide for his extra-

ordinarie affairs,and for his wars . To furnifh outthefe expen-

fes,they are wont to leirie a thoufand foits ofimpofitios ofthe

people; and fo to doe,they be councclled by claw-backs and

bloud-fuckers of the court . Butthey ftiould anfwer them as

*Antminu* pins the emperor of Rome did ; The order and

maner (quoth he) which is to be fought to make me great, is

to augment the common-wealth, and not my rents j and to

deuife means nothow to impofenew tributes, but how to a-

bate mine extraordinarie expenfes, and to vfefparing,which
Sparing is a is a certaine& fure reuenue.And as Macbiauel faith,This ma-
fine reiienuc. ner of giuing to al men,maketh the prince beloued,and it ca-

rietha goodly fhew for a time -

y
but in the end, the people

conceiue more difliking of the prince,than thofe to whom tie

giueth, receiue contentment 3 and fo at the laft he is hated of

all . For as Cicero faith in his Duties, in this kind ofliberalise,

there is euer a defire of taking perforce , that theie may be

wherwith togiue Drill.

The treafiire
Moil:men efteemed £*W.rthe twelfth to be niggardly,be-

prepa red for caufe he gaue no greatgifts; but he had wr6g,for he could not

The necefsitic both make war,& pay his fouldiers well, and alfogiuelauifh-

is" not ?o

f

be ty*^or as Pat4^HS Ioti ^us faith,Princes doe great harmc both to

laflied out in
tnerafehaes and to their fubiec"h,whenby (pending prodigally

time of in vaine expenfes, during the time of peace , they waft away
peace. tne treafures prepared forthe necefsities of war.Secondly ac-

cording to the precept of Cato^t is to be confidered,to whom
a man giueth.For moll: comonly men giue to thofe that haue

no need of it, or to vnworthie perfons, as flatterers,ribauds,

and other leaud and vnprofitable folke, whom good princes

haue alwaies bin wont to dnue out of their courts.For it were

much better to fpare their benefits, than to beftowitvpon

iuch people rand whofoeuer deemeth thattpbe liberaltie,

miftaketh
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miftaketh the cafe, and confidercth not how Crates faith,

That the mony of the moft pan of rich men , is like the figs

that grow vpon the high mountaines and rocks , which arc

not eaten ofmen, but of rooks and crowes, and other vile

birds.Euen fo is it with the goods of prodigall perfons , wher-

with none but harlots and flatterers are mainteined.Theiforc Liberalitie is

yaferius faith ,that liberalitie is vpheld by two things,namely, v^crproppcJ

true Iudgement, and good Lcue. For they thatgiue vndif-
t |fjD

«^°

crcetly,doe it either for want ofiudgement , or els to attaine
45

tofome cuillend.

Alexander faid,There were two faultie extremities in hbe- Good turncs

ralitie,theone of giuingto vnworthie perfons,becaufe,as Me- misbeftowed,

tiander faith, Good turns inif-beftowed, are euill turnes : and
aic CUil turns*

the other,of not giuing to the worthie j for it is a great fault,

when they that are hindcrmofl in defert , areforemoft in re-

wards ofprofit and honor.Thirdly,itis to be considered wher- Good muft be

fore a mangiueth : namely for wel-doing,and not to purchafe
t£pcrt

praifeasmoftmendo, andnotforcharitic 5 and thcrfore they and not to'

giue to flatterers and claw-backs,and not to fuch as haue need, get praifc.

or to fuch as deferuc it.

Cicero faith in hisbooke of Duties, That there are two

forts of liberalitie. For we vtter our liberalitie, either by our Two forts of

trauell and pains taking,or by ourpurfc. The former procee-
LlbeiaiItic *

dethof vertuc,and is more difficult and ofmore worthinefle

than the other 5 as when a man folliciteth matters for his

friend, or attendethin/ute forfome good turne forhim , or

procureth him a councellor to defend his cafes. But in efpeci- Liberalitie

ally a man muft beware', that he offend no man in feeking to m
.

u
jJ

be vfcJ

helpe hisfriend.And if youfortune to offend anymanagainft ^^"o^y.
your will, you muft excufe your felfe to him,and deale in fuch

fort as you may recompence your oucr-fight with doing fome

good.For as Cicero faith in his booke ofDuties , Liberalitie is

to be vfed as may profit a mans friends , without preiudice to

any perfon , becaufe liberalitie is accompanied with iuft

dealing.

And as tonching the giuing of monie and the beftowingof

benefits
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benefits , they ought to be done vnto the diflrefled ancf nee-

die,rather than to others , the contrarie wherof is done moft

commonly. For lightly men giue where they may hope for

fomegood againe.though there be no need at all. But this is

rather couetoufneiTe than liberalise , becaufe it is but a put-

ting of a fmill fifh vpon a hooke , therwith to catch a greater.

Likewife liberahtie coiifiitethin redeeming prifoners, and in

giuingto thepoore $ in which behalfe C/fmfpeaketh like a

Chriftian.And this maner of liberahtie is called Alms, Pitie,

andCharitie. Salomon inthe xxij ofthe Prouerbs faith, He
which is pitiful l,lhall be blefled, becaufe he hath giuen bread

to the hungrie.And in the xxvii),Who fo giuethto the poore

{hajl not want , but he that turneth his eies from them , (hall

haue much miferi e*

In the third of Ecclefiajlicus,it isfaid that as water quen-

cheth the burning fire, fo alms withftandeth fin, and God
will haue confideration ofhim that fheweth pitie ; for he
will be mindmll of him in the time to come,and he (hall find

aflurancein the day of his death.Againein the feuenth chap-

ter, Reach out thy hand to the poore ( faith he ) that thou

mailt be throughly blefled and reconciled, Againe, in the

xvij chapter,A mans alms-deed (faith he) is as a purine with

him,andpreferueth a mans fauor as the apple ofan eie.And a-

gaine in the xxix , Lay vp thine alms-deed inthebofomeof

th e poore, and it fhall make thee to be heard againft all euill,

«

I
iDfi ac a There is another fort of liberalitie apr>roching to pitie, which

is w#ed Hofpitalitie,(for whichgraham& Lot were highly

commnnded,and had the honor to receiue angels ) when the

houfes ofrich meaare open to entertaine honeft Grangers.A-
mong the men ofold time, the almightie God ( whom they

named Itjpmr)wM called the Haiberor, & fo is he termed of
Homer oc Fir^il.Cimo ofAthens made a houfe with hisowne

hands, to lodge fhan^ers in. Tlnto futh , That trie offences

which are clone againil ilrangers , are greater than thofe that

are comittcd againft a mans owne countrimen
j for in as much

as a ftranger hath no kindred nor frkrids,men ought to be the

more
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more pitiful! towards him . The Almans made fo great ac-

count of thofe with whom they had eaten and drunkc, that

they imparted their houfcs vnto them . AndtheLucans had
a law that codemned that man to be fined,which iurleredthe

(hanger topafTe vnlodged,arter the fun was downe. There is Treatab'cncs

alio another branch ofliberalitie, called Treatablenes, which fate

is,when a man is not rough in requiring that which is borrowed
c

-
crafyjfe

ofhim,but is eafie to be delt with in all bargaining,whether it

be of buying or of felling,and will not fticke ibmetime to for-

beare,yea and releafe fomepart of his right,as is to be feene in

the end of C/Vfrw fecondbooke ofDuties, where hetreateth

of it largely inough, and that in fuch fort, as he may feeme to

haue drawn it out of our books of diuinitie,which comaund vs

ro be charitable to our nei^hborsarather in domcr sood to the

poore than to the rich , and elpecially in doing the fpintuali

works,wherof I will fpeake briefly herafter , when 1 ccme to

treat or kindnefTe^referring the refidue to Diuines, who haue

made fo good ly treatifes,&fo pleafant & wholfom difcourfes,

that it is not poGibie to do more. There is another kind ofh- Lihefalme of
beralitie,whichc6fiftethnotingiuing, butindefpifingmony dcfpifmg mo-

ck gifts,6c the fame is directly contrancto couctoufnes,wher- °y an <l 9 iLS*

ofwe haue Vertcles for an example,who was not in any wife to

be corrupted with gifts,neither could couetoufnes in any wife

weigh with himjinlbmuch that although he was the prince of

Athens
, yet notwithftanding he innchednot himfeife one

halfepeny. And z\{oTh cien whorefufed 6coooo crowns at

^Alexanders hand,though he was both poore& needy:neither

vvo!d he take ought of^»ftp* ffr,though he wras his friend: in-

fomuch rhat lAmipater faid, that he had two friends in the ci-

tie of Athens,namely Vlooaon 6c Vetnades
y
o{vthb he could nc-

uercaufetheonetotakeany thing, norgiuethe other inough.

to fatishe him. The VhAoio^htx Xenocrateskm back 50c ta-

lents vnto Alexander,when he hadgiuen him thc,faieng,That

fo long as he hued in fuch fort as he did, hefhould neiur need

fo great a fum of mony . Functus the confull did as much to

T/n^^^retulingthegoidandfiiuertiuthe offered lum.
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Thefe men could not giue,b?caufe they themfelueswere

needie,bat yet had they a liberal] nature , in that they made
bone accout ofworldly goods,and yet were contented to part

from that which they had.

Liberal' ic
ufruxerxeskingof Perfia was wonttofay, That liberals

co fiiteih tie confifteth not only in °iuing,butalfo in taking 5 as when a
both in «i- m m through a kind of couetoufneffe , doth courteoaily ac-i

creptthegifts that are offered him, though they bee but of

final! cftimation andvalue.For therby the prince doth men to

vnderftand.vvnat account he rmketh of fmall things , in that

hereceiueththem, and it is an occafion tor him to requite it

with very great vfurie.And although king L teis theeleuenth

doe lay,that a man cwght neither t > bind a prince,nor to be af-

fraid co aske of him,and tom ike himfelfe indebted vnto him,

and that his fo doing maketh the prince the forewarder to do
for him,becaufe thenoblcnelleof the princes courage is fuch,

that he loueth them m >ft whichare molt bound vnto him,

and n ituraMy we loue the things that are of our ownem iking

(as faith A t ?jr/?,where he demaundeth why benefactors are

more inclined towards fuch as are bound vnto them, than

towards fuch as arenot:) yetnotwithftanding a lubieft ought

not to be atfraid to offer a prefent to his prince , in witnefleof

his feruiceanri good will.Neither did king Leftis the eleuenth

meane it concerning prefents or gifts, but of fcruices done by

fubiects , whercf they had no recompence. Fortherof the

prince is afhamed,and therforc is loth to fee them . Contrari-

wife he loueth, liketh,and aduanceth thofethat aremade by

him,cuen through a certaine naturall reafon, which makes vs

loue the things that comeof our felues, and which we haue

brought foorth, whether it be by nature,or by wit,or bygood
doings . But the wel-aduifed fubiect beftoweth not any gift

vpon his prince,as vpon one that hath need,or therby to bind

his prince : but as in way of duty or iubmifsion to do him fer-

nice.And therfpre of fuch a prefent,a prince muft accept very

gladly.Forthedelpifingtherofampoiteth a kmdot pride and

difdaine , as who would fay,the prince made no reckoning of

inm>
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him that offered it. And therfore.^/wrWfr did wilhngly rc-

ceiue the burgesfhip which the Corinthians offred vnto huii3

when lie once knew that they had neucr made the like offer

to any ftranger,faue only to him and Hercules : infomuch that

euer after he efteemcd that giftmore deerly,than all thepre-

fents ofthe queen ofCuria.We haue one other kind of libera-® 1' Mj g ni
^-

litie belonging to great lords,called Magnificence, which re-
ccncc *

fpe&eth the greatneffe.of expenfes : as the building of tem-

ples, the miking of (lately dwclhng-houfes, of conduits, of

bridges,of Theatres,and of other things feruing for common
vfe , and the bountirull entertaining of fuch as come to vifit

them,as did Lucttlltts
y
l>ompeiHi,and Cicercjand alfo Paulns^te^

milim, who tooke great pains himfelfc infurrufhing and mar-

Hulling a feaft. And when he was asked why he was fo curi-

ous in fctting foorth a banquet ; he anfvvered, That there was

as great difcretion to be vfed in the ordering of a feaft , as in

the ordering of a battell,that the one might become terrible

to the enemies,and the other be acceptable tofriends.And to

fliewthathefetnot his heart vpon riches 5 after that he had

fubdued Perfew , he tooke not to himfelfe one pins worth of

hinrcafures,neirher would he fo much as once fecthemonie

that was there, but caufed an inuentorie to be made therof,

by commifsioners appointed to that purpofe,and fent it euery

whit to Rome. Sapto was of the fame humor ; and when one
blamed him for his excefsiue bounrifulneffc, becaufe itmight

be that he ffiould be accufed for it at Rome,(as he was after-

ward) heeanfwercd, That treafurers and receiuers were to

make account ofmoney $ and captaines , of feats of arms. »

Contrariwifc Cat* (norwithftanding that he was a found and

a good man) yet was he blamed for th e ouer-grcat cunofltie

andprecife neerneffe that he vfed , in caufingthe great trea-

fures of Cipres to be conueied to Rome. Therfore in a great Too g,ct , f

perfonage,as il-befeeming is too great thriftineffe,as tOO great ringbecom-

Dountifulnelle 3 as was to be feene in Luculiw , who rebuked'™ 1 *1 nor *

the ffewardof his houfe, becaufe he had prepared no more S rcatlorti -

ftoreof meats for his fupper : And when his flewr-rd had an-

fwcred,
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fw-ered, That he had fo done, becaufe he was to mp alone.

That is all one ( quoth Lhc%Um ) for doc not you know that

others were tofup as well as Lucpdlm ? As who would fay,

That the (upper of LhcuUhs had bin a prodigal! mans feail.

AUbhcwasouer-fumpruous in his buildings
, caufing moun-

tains to be cut through, that the fait-water might come into

his chanels. In refpeclwherof Vompey fcoffingat him, was

wont to call him the Xerxes with the longgowne; becaufe

that Xerxes at his comuiing into Greece, caufeda bridge of

thips to be made ouerthe fea, <3c mountains to be cut through.

Therefore whenfoeucr we be to build a houfe, wee mud re-

member how Cicero in his bookes of Dueties teacheth

vs , that itmay well befeeme vs to commend the digni-

tie of our eftate with a £ure houfe , howbejt fo as we feeke

notour reputation altogither in the coftlineiTe of our buil-

dings, but rather that the houfe may be famous for his mai-

nland not the maiftcr for his houfe. Stratonicus tauntingthe

Megarians,faid,That they builded as though they (houldue-

tier che,and feafted as ifthey mould no longer liue.

The honorable expenfes ofa table are to be commended,
fo they be without fuperfiuitie , as was -the table of cimon of

Athens:who was beiouedof all men,and accounted hberall,

becaufe he kept an honourable table for all commers, not

furnifhed with dainties , but with fufficient to feed many per-

fbnsj-le clothed fuch as were il-appareiled, and put monyfe-

cretlymto the hands of fuch as were needy . He made his

houie an hofpitajl for the nourishing and fufteining of all

poore citizens
,
.hauing his hands in the meane while cleanc

from all maner ofnipping and corruption. TeLp:das the The-
bane,fpaiednothis purfe towards his friends. And rderins

?-MtcoL
y releeued the poore with his^goods . VVheiupon he

was called by the name oiVuLliculaj^bim i,uxirnm expoun-

ded with E&tyibail for the ranfome cf cerraiue Roraanc pri-

foners,t!iit were men of-feruicc : Wherof when thefenate

had no liking,he perce;uirig that I ie could not obtainc at their

•hands'the mony that he had pronufed for the ranfom j ofthe

priibners,

'



Of Liberaluie. ti 5
prifoners,fo!d his owne goods to feme the turnc . Tullwi Ha~

fiiliw king of the Romanes, is worthie of greatpraife for gi-

uing a great part of his goods to thepoore . And fo was alfo

Kern* Ccc;e!Hs,\vhoin the one yearethat he was emperor,gaue

vnto the poore fifteen hundred thoufand crowns,for th e doing

wherof, he fold his iewels and plate . Vomponim ^Atticus was

princely,bountiful,and liberal!, ccfuch aoneas beUowed his

liberalise to good purpofe, as he well fhewed in Brutus and

C4fsius y whom he helped not with one pennie towards the

charges of their wars , as the moil, part ofthe Romanes had

done:but whe he fawthemgoby the worfe,ck that they were

driuen out oi
cRome,then lent he the iooooo Sextcrcies, as a

friend that aided the at their need, when other men hadfbr-

faken them . Valerius mnketh mention of one named Gillian j»nc c ])an
*

t
;c

Sicilian otthecitie A^ri2;ent,' who was woonttocloath and of G-Ui.u am

feed the poore, to beftow their daughters in manage, to help B"\J-

fuch as were in diftreiTe,to lodge Ifrangers, & not to fuller the

t- go away without reward : to be tjWt,hegaueintcrtainmet

along while togither,to 500 menwhom thefea had caft vpon

thatcoafl. Alfo hemaketh mention of a noble lady ofPouil,;

named £.»<^,thatrcleeued ten thoufandRomans winch had

fcapedfiomthebattellof Cannas; Euro king of Sicihe ganc r'r.eiv /
Viito the Romanes in a time or their need, 500000 cjuar- f^inciic a*

ters ofwheat, two hundred of barlic, and two hundred and llitr0t

filtie pound weight of go!d>. Q&intus flAtnmititis hauing

conquered the Macedbnians/hfchargedthem of all tallages

and lmpoGtioiiSjCOiitraiie to the manner ofother coiupei 01s;

who are woont to lay burthens on the backs of them that

are conquered. Alfo the Plateians did a princely and bounti- Tr^pl tei-

fuldeed,i?c wortliy to be hadinremebrance. For to the intent
ai;s *

to fauiEe the oracle ofu^5//<,which hadpromifed the Athe-
nians viftone againft the Periiarksfoit weiT Wtthm their own
terntone ( which could not be, vnleffe the Plateians gaue

them the place which they had chofen for their aduantagc,

ncerthccnieofPiateia) the Plateians pluckt vp the bounds;

oftheir terntorie
}<Sv gaue the ground of"free gift to the Athe-

nians,
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nianSjto the intent that as it had bin benighted by the oracle,

the Athenians might fight within their owne grounds againll

the Perfians,to the welfare ofall Greece : wherofking Alex-

ander longtime after had fo good liking, thathauing conque-

red the emperor of Afia,hecaufed the walles of Platea to be

reedified j and in doing therof,he made it to be proclaimedby

a hcrault,at the gamings ofOlimpus, ih^t^ilexander did that

grace and honor to the Plateians^n remembrance and recom-

penceof their noble courage.forthatiuthe Perfian wars,they

had liberally giuen their lands to the Athenians for the wel-

fare ofGreece -

y
wherein they lhewed themfelues to be men

ofgreat courage, and wel-minded towards the defence of

Greece.

Alexander was reputed the bountifulleft and liberallcftof

all princes $ but I am ofopinion that Fabricw, Ariflidesy Ltfatj-

• der,Epammondas
y
md infinite other Greeks and Romanes,had

as liberal and princely hearts as he,notwith(tanding that they

had lclle means to vttcr it. There aregrcatdeeds of liberalj-

tie to be found in the life of Alexander , and fome alfo that

patfe thebounds ofliberalities but yet the ballance weigheth

mod on the fide of liberalitie.For he gaue to none but mch as

were worthie , as to men of war , to Philofophers, to men of
fcruice, and tomenof councell, ashefhewed verywellina

^ certaine iugler, who by his fubtill Height threw a dric peafe a

greatway off through the eye df a needle , in hope to haue

obtained fome »reat reward for his labor at the kin^s hink.

But king xAUxAitdcr making no reckoning of him, commaun-

ded one togiue him a buthell of thofepeafon to pra&ife his

The bounti-
withall.The thing that feemed mod beautifull in stUx-*

fuloeifc of dnders gifts, was the cheerfulnelTe that hevfed in giuing . For

Alexander the amiableneffi? made his gifts the more acceptable . A ccr-

matched with tajjie Poeonian (hewing vnto Alexander the head of an enc-

chccrfuInes

Rt
mic vv

*aom nc had cut off, faid vnto him
;
fucha prefent as

this fhould in my country be recompenced with a cup or

gold. To whom.Alexander anfwered fmiling and faid, Yea

iriary, an emptie cup, but I drinke to thee in this cup full of

eood
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good wine, the which Igmc vnto thee. (Due day hefounda

poore Macedonian driuingofhis mules loden with gold.And
when the mu 1 e began to faint,th c muleter 1 aid the burthen vp-

on his owne flioulders and carried ita good way himfelfe : but

in the end,he felt himfelfe fo ouercharged , that he was about

to caft it to tli e ground. Which thing ^Alexander beholding,

{aid vnto him,Weary not thy felfe, but take leifure that thou

maift cane it to thine own tent/or I giue it thcejntending vp-

on a time to encounter Taxtlles with deeds of bountie and li-

beraIitic,hedranketohimata certciftefupperfaieng,Idrinke

to thee a thoufand tallets j which are in value almoil 600000

French crownes. Hee more miOiked of them that would

not take ofhim, than of them that craued of him . Among
his frcinds he had one named Penllw

, towhom he gaue fiftie

talents, to marry his daughters withall. Ttrtllui faid that ten

would content him : to whom ^Alexander replied, It is inough

for you to receiue but tentalents,but it is to little forme to giue.

Hehadgiuen histreafurer charge to giue to Anaxtrchw the Alexander^
philofophcr,whatfoeucr he asked : and when thephilofopher^*^s

Iiad asked a hundred talents,which are aboutthreefcorethou-

fand French crowns j the treafurer being aftonifhed atfuch a

demaund,told it vnto ^/<^W?r;W'hoanfwered,that Anetxar-

chtu knew wel inough that he had afreind that both could

and would beltow as much as that vpon him . Hereby itmuft

needs be confeiTed that he was too lauifh in his gifts, howbeit

that his giuing was to fuch as were worthie,whereby h e made
his fremds too great, which thing turned to the hurt of his po-

lteritie For hisfreinds were fo great, thatafterhis death they

made no reckoning of hi^wiie,nor of his mother, nor of his

children.And that was afterwardfound true,which his mother

olimpi^lwA mftly warned him of afore by a letter that Ah

c

wrate vnto him • I like very well (cjuoth fhe)that you fliould

doe good to your acquaintance, and thatyou fliould hold the

in honor about you : but youmake them as great as kings,and

inable them topurchafe themfelues fremds, & tobereaue you

ofyours.And afore that time his father alfo had checked him
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for the famc,faieng,Who hath put thee in hope to think,that

thofe fhould be faithfull vnto thee , whomthou thy felfe haft

corrupted with rhony? wouldeft thouhaue the Macedonians

to efteeme thee, not as their king, but as their briber ? Let vs

come to luhm Cafar who was a great counterfetterof uilex*

tndtr. , and was reputed very liberall : and let vs fee ifhe were

coparable toScipto, who neuer bought nefold,and died poor

e

with his final 1 patrimonie ,
notwithstanding that he had fub-

ducd& facked two mightie cities, Numance 6c Carthage : or

vnto Z/y^i^altirring man,who hauing very great means to

enrich himfelfe,made no account thereofjwherason the con-
efar prodi- trarie part , C<efar owed more than he was woorth : infomuch

that being the pretor,he faid he needed three hudred talents,

(winch were more than ninefcore thoufand French crowns)

becaufehe had nothing. And when heefued for the high-

priefthood >he wift not ofwhat wood to make his arrows.And
going out one morninj to prcferre his fute,he told his mother

that fhe fhuld fee him that day,either highprieft,or dead.Yet

notwithftanding neither thepmorihip, nor the highpri eft-

hood/which he made cafier than it had ben arorenmes)nor

the confulfhip,were able tofuffice and difcharge his expenfes,

without the helpeofthe Gaules,by whofe means he (ethim-.

felfe cleere,and bribed one part oi the ckie ofRomeSuetonius

(peakingofhis liberall expenfes, fayth that hee gaue a great

fumme ofmoney to euery fouldier of the old bands : and

that after the vvarres in Spame, hee made them twofeafts
$

vvhereofbecaufethe firft was not roiall ynough according

ro his liking, he made them another more roiail within fiue

daies after.

- Such was the bountifulnefle of lulls** C*far , which ten-

ded moretoliberalitie than the other which he had vfed a-

fore to geuhe Confulfhip , the Pretorlhip , and the Higli-

priefthood.Forthelauifhnesthathe had vfed at thofe times,

fprang not from the fountaine of vertue and hberalitie, but

from extreme ambition.But when hee had difcharged him-

felfe'to thecoflofthe Gauls, and was become lord of the

whole
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whole worJd,he might be liberall atthe chargesof the coun-

tries that he had conquered. Vcrely we may well fay hee did

it not ofhisownecoft, arid that it had bene much better for

him and for Alexander alfo,to haue bene lelle liberal!, fo they

had left their pilling and polling ofthe world $ andthat iffor-

tune had notfauoured them,the oneofthemmuft haue be-

come a cruell tyrant,and the other a woorfe cittifenthan Ca-

tilm • for he had bene driuen to haue raifed a more dangerous

infurrection inRome to fcapc from his creditors,than Catilins

Tofpcnd prodigally ofother mens goods, and to borrow Itsseuildone?

.vpon vaine hope, is a very ill kindofdealing. And it is to be '^
r̂
-„°^0̂

confidercd that euery man cannot make himfelfe lordof a
C

'
in

*%f™
:

mightiecitie,as Cs/kr did, nor a conqueror of Afiaas yAlex-

Ander drd,who maintained his prodigaiitie with the fat king of

Afia ; for the doing whereof, hcfleeced the countcie lb bare,

t\\nt *4ntigonH* cornming after him, faid in witnefle thereof,

That ^£lex<wdtr had reaped the full crop of it, and hee him-

felfe did but gather vp the gleanings after him.

othofdwrn to win the louc ofhis menofwarre,made a fead:

vnto thcm,andgaue euery ofthe WMidcrs apeece or moiii^,

not ceafsing for all that to bellow many rewards vpon them
befides . And vpon a time being chofen an vmpire betweene

two ncighbours,tomake thcmagree,he bought the land that

was in controuei fie betwixt them. This had bene iuIr,bounti-

full, and hberall dealing, in one that had had wherewithal!

ol hisowne to doe it with : but hee did more than his abili-

tie would beare,which caufed him to enter into arms , and to

vfe force to mike himfelfe emperour,faicng, That hee had as

leeuc tobeouerthrowneinbattell,and to die in the field y.Q&

among his creditors in Rome. .

BellifariM was beloued of his men of warre for his libe- Theiibera%

rahtie,becaufe hegauethemhorfe and armour vvhenfocuer of ScllfcuM*

they had loft them, fo it were not through their owne fault

:

and in fo doing,his liberal itie was well ordered.

Fiteliim denied not any man his requeft , but was graciou*

i j in
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in giulng,and made himfelfe familiar with his men of warre -

but all that was done to attaine to the imperiall dignitic. It

was othcrwife with Tuns
, whoalfo denied not ought to any

man j for hee was eroperour by birth, and had great means
wherewith to maintainc his liberalitie . In the one was
fcene verie great kindnetfe , and true loue towards men,
which was the caufc of that hisfadlitieand liberalitie : in the

other appeared ouer-great facilitie, matched with vniuftice

and prodigalitie , as he well lhewed in his ouer-fumptuous

feafts , infomuch that he could abide his owne brother to

make him a feaft full of all excelTe,wherein there were 2000
Catigulaespv fundrie forts of fimes,and feuen thoufand forts of foules.C*//-
digalicic.

gHid was proJ^allm all his feafts , he drunke vp pearles dif-

folued with vineger, he would be ferued with loaues of gold,

and hee caufed fo precious ointments to bee rmdefor his

bathes , that hee was efteemedto haue furmounted all the

prodigall perfons of his time
;
faying , That it behoued a

man to bee either thriftie , or an emperour. And to main-

taine »fo excefsiue expenfes', he caufed men that departed

the world, to bequeath vntohim fomepartof their inheri-

tance and goods, and of fuch as bequeathed him nothing,

he difanulled their laftwils . With this excefsiue prodiga-

litie,he was extreamly couetous, and fo defirous to feele mo-
ny,that he would walke bare-footed vpon heaps ofcoine,and

when he had fo done a good while , hewould lie downe and
wallowin iv.tfcro was fo prodigall,that heneuer wore one gar-

ment twice : butin the end, by reafon of his excefsiue expen-

fes,he wated wherwith to pay his men ofwar,& was contai-

ned to draw mony out of offices,faying to thofewhom he p!a-#

ced,Sirs ye know what I need
5
wherinyet he was more*rao»

deft, than thofe that fell them openly at the outcrie.

Heliogabalw was extreamly prodigall , and when one bla-

med him for it , heanfwered that he would fpend all,& leaue

nothing for other men to receiue after him.Was itnot agood

-

lie fight to fee an emperour in the ftreet begging his giftsand

prefents, caufing men to bequeath legacies vntohim vpon

paine
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paine of difanulling their teftaments, andreceiuing vnmeafu-

rable legacies to the preiudicc of the lawfull heires. Bythefe Prodigalittc

examples we fee what prodigalitie is, how it pretedeth it felfe f^t^ff^*
to be hberalitic vnto thofethat looke notneerly vntoit,be- rSicic!

1 C"

caufethe prodigalland the hberalldoe both of them deale

largely,howbeit with great difterece .-for the one doth it with

iudgment and profit,and the other without difcretion. Cicer*

in his bookes of Duties faith, that there be twofortsof thofc

that fpend largely,whereof the one is called liberal! , and the

otherprodigaD.The liberall are fuch as ranfome prifoners out

ofthe hands ofenemies and wightriders , or pay their freinds

debts,or hclpe them to marrie their daughters. And the pro-

digal are they that fpend their monie in feafting,to feede idle

people,in rewarding fenfers,and in furnifhing plaies, and fuch

other things whereofthe memorie perimeth by and by after,

and doth more harme thangood . For(as Tintarch faith)he

that firft made common feafts and gaue monie to the vulgar

people,was a defacerofhis own authoritie,and an onerthrower

ofthecommon-weale . He therefore that fpetWeth without

aduifementand skill, not confidering how or to whom hegi-

ueth,or howhisliuingis able to maintaine it :is counted a pro-

digall perfon,which is a very dangcifiil vice . Fork caufeth a

prince to take from his fubie&s by force, wherewith to main-

taine his prodigalitie;and it is vnpofsible that he which cannot

husband wcl his own, lliould husband well that which is ano-

ther mans.As for the priustepcrfon, heisfoonecured of that

difeafe, when he hath no more to fpend . And here 1 will not

pafTeouer with filencc,a rnery conceit ofDiogenes,tending to

this purpofe,who vpon a time asked ofa prodigall man a peece

ofgold,as it were a French crown,or a ducat.Wherat the pro-

digal perlon maruelling, (for Diogenes was not wont to aske a-

boue a final! peece of coine, fuch a one as a duble or aliard)

defired toknow why he asked Co great a value:becaufe(cjd.he)

at other mens hands I hope to haue oftentimes , but ofyou I

loke for nomo but this.As touching them that excufe theiro- [
fa 01

f
" w,

£
r 1 . r x i i

bcwclcmchc
Ucrgreat r-cpenfes,bythegreatnes ortheir reuennues,Iet them- muft n0t bc

Q^iij vouchfafe ccplauifli.
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vouchfafe to confider the anfwer of Zenc , who telleth them
that by the famereafomcookes may excufe their ouer-falting

oftheir fauces , and the ouer-poudring of their meats, vnder

pretence that they haue ftore offait. The dutie of liberalitic

confiftethin diftributinga mans goods meafurably, to fuch

as haueneederif he go beyond that, it is a vice, whether it be
in the ouermuch or in the ouer little.For in the one confifteth

ndfr

°UC
°

l
"
Prochgalitie,and in the other nigarihip , which is an incurable

difeafe, whereas prodigalitie may be changed into hberalitie,

orinto nigardfhip $ or elfe the lauilhnes may vtterly feafe, for

want wherewith to vphold it.For(as (mhDemocrimyhe de-

fire ofgetting, (if it be not bounded by fomereafon) is more
dangerous than extreame pouertie , becaufe the ouergreat

greedines ofgetting,caufeth great want ofal things, andis as

little (launched by the comming in ofabundance ofriches,as

n burning fire is by the caftmg on ofwood : infomuch that on
checontrarie part, the comming in of riches,doth the more
fharpen the defire ofhoording vp, andofcoueting ftil to haue.

The Scithinns on a time faid thus to Alexander , What need

haft thou ofriches,which do enforce thee to couet euer more
and more 2 Thou art thefirft thatofabundance haftmade pe-

nury,infomuch that the more thoupoirefteft,the more eagerly

doeft thou couet that which thou haft not. Plutarch in his

wSnleS baoke of Coaetoufnes
>
fai*h that ali other lufts doe helpe to-

rhe afluaaino wardtheaftuagingof thefelues, but this vice doth euer with-

out felfeJ
° ftandit.Forthere was neuer any glutton thatthrough gluttony

forbare the pleafant morfels that hee liked,nor drunkard that

through drunkennefle forbare the 2;ood wine :i»ut thecoue-

tous ma through couetoufnes forbeareth to touch his monie
5

which is as ftrange a thing, as if we fhould fee a man refufe to

put on a good gowne.becaufe hequaketh for cold,or to refufe

meatjbecaufe he is ready to cue for hunger. Couetoufnes c6-

peileth men to get,and forbiddeth them to enioy that they

haue gotten :it ftirreth vp the, appetite , and bereaueth the

pleafure.In fo much that the couetousperfon wanteth as well

that which he.hath,as thai which hehath not . And he like-

neth
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1

neththem to mules,which though they carrie great ftorc of
gold and filuer on their backs.yet they themfelues doc feed

vpon hay. Yet dooth not this import , that a man mould not

make account ofmoney,and prouide therwith for his necefsi-

ties,but that it ought to be done after a reafonable maner,and

of purpofe to beftow it vvel in due time and place.And here-

vnto relieth the anfvver ofsimonidespt whome when one de-

manded why he hoorded vp money towards the end of his

old age
5
Becaufe(c]Uoth he)I had leauer to leaue my goods

to mine enemieswhen Iam dead,than to haue need ofthe re-

liefe ofmy friends while I am aliue.To the fame purpofe Bton

the Borilthenit fiid,that riches are thefinewsof mens deeds,

andthat(as itisfaidintheprouerbe) Without goods good-

nclTe is maimed ^ that is to lay,it cannot well fhew it felfe. But

yet mull: a man beware that he fet not his heart too much vp-

On them,nevfe them too bafely, in bamming the pleafure of

them,to indure all the miferie.

For it is the vfe that maketh rich es.Ifyou take yourpart of lc is vfe that

them,theybe yours tifyoureferuethem for your heirs vntill maketh riches

thattime,they be none of yours. For he thatisaflaue to his

raoney,can haue no good of his riches. But a man of vnder-

ftanding taketh the prefent vfe ofhis goods, and hee that will

not vfethem,isncedicofall things. And as Plutarch faith in

his booke ofthe Defire ofriches, RichneiTe confiftethin the

not hauingoffuperfluousthings.Formggardlinefle commeth
ofan inordinat coucting to haue : and we fee how fuch as fom-

time had neither bread nor dnnke , nor houfe nor home , as

foone as they came to bee rich, haue occupied their minds a*

bout gold and filucr,horiTes,and hounds, changing the defiie

ofthings needfull, into thedefireof things dangerfull, rare,

hard tobegotten,and vnaccuftomed . Thereforewhofoeucr

pofleflcth more than isbehoorfullforhimjand isftill defirous

ofmore,itis neither gold, nor cattell,nor horfes 5
that can cure

his difeafe,but he hath need of a vomit and a purgation . For

his difeafe commeth not ofpenurie,but of vnfatiable loue of

riches,proceedingofacorniptiudgemcnt.
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Couctoufnes Of this vice procecdeth robberie,afoulc and filthie fin , ex-

tbccuViic Pre^y forbiddenof God in the ten commaundements
: how-

c^ii cue.
(jC|t t jiat LicurgHs permitted it to the Lacedemonians, to the

intentthey fhould be the warier in keeping their things, but

vet tlrey were punilhed for it , if they were taken with the

There are that excufe their couetuoufneffe by the multi-

tude oftheir children.And foothly it is a fufficient caufetore-

ftrainc ouer-great expenfes,and to hold a mans hand from fel-

ling,for feare he fhould leaue them poore. But to pine a mans

felfefor their fakes, and to hoord vp heape vponheape to

make them richJ count it neither husbandrie-nor thriftinede,

but the very defire of hauing, which we call Couetoufnefle.

And for that caufe doth Tintarch in the fame treatife of the

Defire ofriches,fay thus -

y
Why defire we fo great riches for

our children ? Surely to the end that they alfo fhould conuey

them ouer to their children,afcer the manerof conduit-pipes,

which keepe not any liquor refting in them , but conuey it

foorth from pipe to pipe,vntill fomc backbiter or fome tyrant

come , that cutteth off this good keeper , and breaking his

conduit-pipe, conueieth the water-courfe of his riches ano-

ther way 5 vntill the vcrieft vnthnft and naughtipacke of all

The oods
his race, come and deuour all thofe goods alone. For as the

that archoor- emperor Conflantme faid , All the treafures that are hoorded

d-dvp by the vp by thecouetous, fhallbelpent by the hands of the prodi-
couctous.flial gall.Butforasmuch as of couetoufnefle commeth the defire

the prodi»alI
°^ "cnes >anc^ there is no man but he efteemeth it a great hap-

° pinefTetoberich, it were for our behalfe to know what rich-

nelle is, and what is the meane to become rich. This queftion

is not now firft of all demaunded 5 for it was demaunded on a

time of Socratei
}Whom he efteemedto be thericheft man ?

Euen that man(quoth he) that needeth feweft things 5 mea-

,

?s rict
ning thatrichnclleis to be meafured by thevfeofriches.And

and who is
' ^e l" lcl,That a man was the rich,whe he had fufficient wher-

poore; with to hue honcftly
, accounting thofe to be moft poore,

which hauing ftore ofgoods*,wanted wit and will to vfe them,

Fo*
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For pouertie confiftcth notin the finall quantitie of goods,

but in the vnfitiablcneiTeof the mind. Ztccrt faith in his Para*

doxes,Thatthe fruit of riches is in the abdundanceofthem,

and that fufficednefle fhewcth that there is aboundance,

and that to be contented with thegoods am.inhath, isthc

fureft richneiTe.

One demaunded of sAhdmenet , What means a prince what* prince

fhould vfeto keepe well his realmc ? The beft(quoth he) is, is to doe for

not to fct his mind vponmony,nor to make his reuenue ouer- ^
w
^

gcctt.rluttrch inthelifeof Marcus Cato faith, There is not kmadomc*
a morencedfull prouifion for them that intend todealc with

the gouernmentof a common.-wea}e , than riches but yet

there is a lufhciency,which being contented with it ielfcywitr>

out defiling particularly things fuperfluous, doth by that

means neuc: diffract the partiethat hath it,from minding and

intending the publike aflairs.

lAnachwfts laid, That the conetons perfon and tlienigard, Tl;e rnifcra-

is vnable either to conceiue any good doctrine, or to gjuie any j^*^*fous^

**ood and wife counfcll. iucrece(aid
ylt is ?reat riches, when-

a

man liueth tnmlieof thelittie that he hath : becaufe that of

that little, there is not any want . fJorace'mhis twelfth Ode,
faith,That a man may hue well and mernlyof a little , with-

out breaking his fweet (Icepethronghfeareor hope. For the

affeftionat minding of riches (faith '£ff/^'
:^««)pineththe

flefh,andthe carke therofbereauetha man of ileepe . The
fame Horace writing to CnfpuiSaluflius faith,That that man is

rich ,not which is a great kmg, but which hath his lullsjnfub-

ieclionj and thatthethirftoi him which is difeafed with the

dropfie,is not to beilanched,but by drawing the waterie Ihi-

mor out of the veins , and by remouingthe caufeoutof the

difeafe. Hereby it iseafieto decide the other qucftion^iame- Thcmcanezo

lv,By what means a man may become rich ? Yor Socrates tea- become rich,

cheth it in one word faying,Ye fhal eafily become rich,ifyou

impouenlh your lufh and defire. Epicurus faid,That he that

will make a manrich,muit not incrcafe his goods , but dimi-

nillihisluits. For there is no riches fo2;reatas contentment.
'

And
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< And thcrfore the Phiibfopher Cr*f« beholding how folke

did buy and fell in<thc.market,faid $ Thefe folke arc counted

hnppie,becaufethey doe things contraricone to another,and

I thinkemy felfe happie, that I haue rid my hands of buying

and feihng.

The true way then to become rich,is to couet nought, and

to be vninindfuil ofgaine , fpecially of 'vnhoneft gaine ; for

that is no better than JoiIe,as faith Hefiodw . For like as the li-

beral! man is louedof all men, (according to this faying of
Salomon in thc nineteenth of his Prouerbs, Eueiy man is a
friend to him thargiueth ) fo the couetous peifonis hated of
all men : For thesorie helpeth the poore with his goods , the

otiierislothto giuc any thing.ln this refpeel: Secrates faid,that

aman mutt not require, either talke of a dead man, or a good

XT , turne of ani^ard. But there is nothing foroy all and princely,
Nothing fo j °, r . t _ . .. . f %

* rr\ }

ton [J
as to be astodoegood vnto many, as lartn Cpcao in his booke or Du-

h?ipfull so ties.And'it is found,that thereis more plcafure in giuing than
ciany.

jn taking, as faith S. Vaal, and alfo Htfiodus in his booke of

Works and DaiesAnd Eccle/tafitcmiaiihyLet not thy hand be

open to receiue,and fliut to giue . Datiid efteemeth him hap-

pie,that lendeth and hath pitieof the poore, faying,That he

(hall euer haue wherwith to doe good without faihng,but he

thatitoppeth his earesat the cry of theneedie,(hall cnehinv

. felfe, and not be heard . The fame doth Salomon alfo fay in

the xxj of the Prouerbs.And the Pfahnifl: faith thus ^ I haue

bin young and now am old,yet faw I neuer the righteous man
forfaken, nor his feed driuen to begge their bread $ but hee is

(till giuing,lending,' and releeuing,and hisof-fprio: is feene to

grow in good fortune and foyzon.On the contrarie part,The

vnrighteous fhall be driuen for verie hunger to borrow , and

not be able to pay $ but the righteous fhall haue wherwith to

fliew their burning chmtie.rirgil in his fixth booke ofu^ftf*-

<**,putteth thofe perfons in heli, which haue done nogood to

their friends, kinf-folke,and neighbours, but haue bin wholly

wedded to their riches, without imparting them to other

folks. xAcbetu king of Elis, wasflaine by his ownc fubiefrsfor

couetoufnelTe,
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eouetoufnes,& forhisouer-chargingthemwith impofitlons.

ochus king of Perfia, was blamed, for that by reafon of coue-

toufnes, he would ncuer go intothe country of Perfland, be-

caufe that by the law of the realme, he was bound to giue to

euery woman that had born children,one French crowne,and

to eueriewoman with child two.The only vice:that rejfajtan

had,was that lie was exrreamly couctous,& dcuifed manyta-

xes,Sc moreouer bought things to fell the again,dealing more

needy for gain,than a pooreman would haue done,which was
great pine , for this emperors other vermes were defaced by

thatvice,wherofprinces ought to bewel ware.For SLsTlutdrcb

fai:h,'ncuer fliall any ciuilmatter proceed wel without iuftice,

3c without refrainingfrom the bjfi& defire ofgetting.Hereby n'^""^^^
we fee, that as hberalitieis called iu(lke,fo eouetoufnes is no- cife than vn-

thing els butvniuftice,the which Bionihe Sophift termed the nifiicc- and

principal! towne of all vogratioufnes . And 7'itktnfoiA, That vvl^cdndreu

couetoufnes 3c ambiuo arethe grounds ofal mifcluefe.S.'PW

in hisfirfthpiltle to rnmrhte^Alcth it, The root ofall euill

;

& futhjThat fuch as are wedded to it are falnefrom the fnth.

YVhofbeuer hath an ambitious or a couetous mind, ( farca

J&tfn/^/c^fauoreth not ofany jult thing^neitlier defireth lie it,

and moreouer he is cumberfome to his friends,and the whole

ciue where he dwelleth • I am of opinion ( faith the fame

Euripides in his Heraclides ) that the righteous man is borne

to the benefit of his neighbour,; but as for him that hath his

heart turned away vnto ga;r!,he is ynprofitafcle to his friends,

and hard to bedeltwith. Salomonmxhe i y of LisProuerbs, A COUetous
faith,That hewhichisgiuetocoiietoufnes,troubleth his own king vndocrh

houfe,but he thathatcth gifts Hull hue : for gifts do blind the His rcakne,

wife . And in the 29 he faith , Thatvnder a good king* the

land mail rlourim,but vnder a kin^ that is cbtletous.or loueth

impoiltioj^atfiiali foonbe defrroied.And mthexxripgaine

he faith , Labor not to be rich , neither caft thine eies vpon

the riches which thou cafi not haue.For theyinaketheferues

wines like eagles, and fire vp into the airc,that is to fay, they

varuib away. Againe inthexxviij he faith, The faithfol!

man
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man Avail haueaboundance of blefsings , but he thathafleth

to be rich, mallnbtbeguiltlcfle, neither knoweth he what
want lhall befall him.

The oracle of Apollo had foretold , that Sparta fhould

not penfh^but by couetoufneiTe ;and fo it came topafFe.In like

mancr befell it to the citie of Athens :For about theend of

the wars of Peloponnefus ,. ^4mtnt<u began to corrupt the

iudges with bribes , and thence foorth they neuerprofpercd.

No other thing was the ruine ofRome.Which thing lugurth

perceiuing, who had bribed a great part of the fenat with his

monie,faid this $ O faire citie fet to fale
3
if a chapman were to

be found for thee. Plutarch in the life of Coriolane,faith 3 That
after that bribes began once to preuaile in the election ofof-

ficers , it pafled from hand to hand , euen to the fenators and

iud*es : and from theiudo-es to the men of war, infomuch

thatintheend, it caufedthecommon-wealc to be reduced

to a Monarchic , and brought euen the men ofarms them-

felues in fubie&ion to monie,fo as the Pretorian fculdiers fold

the empire to them that paid faire gold for it, and proceeded

fo far as to fet it to open fale by the drum,to him that offered

molt,and was the laft chapman.

CHAP. V.

?hat GentlenejjeandCourtcfit be medfullin the ordering

ofaffairsjbe contraries ^hereunto beJlernntffe

androughnefe.

sll

F Liberalitie proceedeth courtefieand Gentle*

I

neiTe,or rather Liberalitie proceedeth ofkind-

heartedneffe and good willjfor(as faith S.Paul

in the fecond Epiltle to the Corinthians)Rea-

die good will goeth afore liberalitie.Therup-

on it commeth, that ordinarilie the libcrall man is kind-hear-

,ted and gentle , fo as Liberalitie, KiridnelTe, AfFabilitie,and

GentlenelTe,
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Gcntlcnes,rcfemble either other,and may al be reduced vn-

der the name of Charitie, which coprehendeth thein all, and

much more ; the which S.Taule hath fo difcribed in the nrft

Epiftic to the Corinthians,that a man cannot tell how to addc

more vntoit,faying ; Charitie is patient, mecld, and gentle,

(he feeketh not hirowne/he enuieth not, (he dealeth not fro- ^ ^
wardly,lhc imagineth no euill,and fofoortli . Now then wee Kfndheaucd-

call kindnefle a certaine good will and loue towards men,and nefle rcachcth

accrtainenaturall goodnefle which extendeth itfelfefuither further tUm

than vprightnefle,becaufe nature teacheth vs to vfevpnght-
vprighcneirc.

'

neflcand mft-deahng towardsmen only ; but kindnefle and

good-will fometimes euen to the brute bcafts , in cherilhing

them when they be tired, forworne, andbroken with trauell

and labour in our feruice : which doing proceedeth from the

fountainc of gentleneffe and kindnefle, which neuer ought to

drie vp in a man.And therfore Salomon in the fourteenth ofhis

Proucrbs, faith , That he which difdaineth his neighbour,

finneth ; but he thatpitieth the afflicted, is happie. And Da-
»id, Blefledis he that confidereththe poorem his need , or

which hath a care of them which are in diftrefle $ for furely

God willrelieue him when he is in diftrefle.We call thatman
gentle and courteous,which behaueth himfelfe familiarly to-

wards all raen,andis cafietobe fpokento, as were the empe-

ror Titws, vhilif king of Macedonia^r/^/", and many others

;

for ordmarilie he that is kind-hearred , that is to fay , which

hath acare ofhisjieighbor,and is willing to do him good,muft

yeeld him his care as well as his purfe, fpecially feeing that of

bothitisthelefle tohisowne coll.

There befiue forts of kindnefleor gentlenefle. The firft is, piuc forts or

that which we terme by thcgenerall name ofkindnefle^vhich Gemlendrc

is a certaine mccld,charitaMe, and louing difpofition ofmind or Kinetic*

towards men 5 as when a man pitieth the poore , the opprcf-

fed,or the necdie- and generally when a man behaueth him-

felfe courteoufly towards all men,be they poore or rich,accor-

dingtothc example of our Maker, who delighteth tobea-

mong the children ofmen,to doe them good.The fccondfort
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cf kindneflemay be called Familiaritie or familiarnefle.For

there be that are kind-hearted,and ready enough to do good
to cuery man;and yet iiotwithftadingthey haue a certain na-

title fuliennefle that barreth men fro hauing accefie to them.

But they that are gentle in all points,are alfomeeld and eafie

• to be delt with , perfuacung themfelues that the way to doe
men good, is to heate their requefts . And they that haue

.
intended to lhew themfelues yet more kind and courteous,

hauegone forth er,as s£Ux<mder Seueru>s did
} who blamed his

good feruants , for that they required not recompence at his

liand. Some other princes to draw men the mote vntothem,

fubicft is h®&6 calledmen by their names.Foritdoth thefubiett good,

is ro be when he feeth that his prince knoweth him,becaufehegathe-
knowne of therby that his prince loueth him.And for that caufe did
*
sprincc.

qifftt cal al his men ofwar by their names,howbeit that was a

thing that could notbe done without a diuinc memorie.And
to the fame purpofel will not omit Scipioes anfwerc toacer*

tainc Roinane which vaunted,thar he could call mo men by
their nam es-jthan Scipio could.You fay true ( quoth Scipto ) for

my ftudiehath not bin to know many, but to be knowne

of all.

Thethird fort of kmdne{Te,confiiteth in Clemencie,thatis

to fay,in forgiuing offences,or in making light of them,which

thing God hath commaunded vs in the fik chapter of faint

Mathe* , andinthexxvof theProuerbs, If thine enemie

hungar( faith he ) giue him bread to eat , and if he thirft

giuc him water to d.imke, forfo flialtthou heap coales vpon

his head, and God will pay it thee again e . But let vs leaue

the handling of this point to Diuines, and take vs againe to

the examples of the heathen. It was asked of cleomenes king

of.Sparta,What a good king ought to doe ? To his enemies

A -lire
(fpbth hee) all euill, and to his friends none at all . Then

oii^h: :o lArifio replying, Nay iir ( quoth he ) how much more beau-

make his ene- tifulland comendable a thing is it,to doe good to his friends,

niici his ancl of his enemies to mike friends ? Wherofthe prince rea-

peth fuch profit,that he maketh himfelfe bcloued ofall men*

And

ff leads.
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And thcrfore TrdUn faid vnto a freiad of his,That the thing

which made him better beloued than his predeceflors, was,

that he did eaflly pardon fuch as had offended him. ^gefiLm

by his good doing , made thofe that were His enemies to be-

come his friends . lAHgujlns made one his feruant that would

haue killed him . t&n* the eleuenth affaied by all means to

draw thofe to hisferuice,that had bin his enemies,if h e knew

them to be men of feruice^but he was moued therto more for

the profit that he hoped for by their femice , than of any

mecld difpofition of nature.Inhns Cafar being worthilie com-

mended for his clemencic and mercie,was no fooner reconci-

led to any enemies of his,but lie would by and by vfe them as

friends ; infomuch that he would euenfet them athisowne

table the fame day . While Bibulu * was in ^gypt, a certainc

man killed two of his children by mifchance ; wherof clcopt-

tra being aduertifed,fent him the two offenders with a couple

of hangmen , to take fuch puiufhment of them as he lifted :

but he would not touch them^but fent them backe a^aine,fay-

ing, That the punilhing therot belonged not to him ,Diit to the-

people of Rome . When Vhilip king of Macedonia had loft

one of his eies atthefiegeof Modon , he became neuer the

more rigorous to his enemies for it,but receiued them to mcr-

cie vpon reafonable conditions . King Francis the firft being

dangeroully wounded in the head with the ftroke of a fire-

brand, would in no wife be informed who it was that threw it

at him, faying, That feeing he had committed follie , it was

good reafon he fhould tail: his part therof.

The fourth fort of kindncflc may be called Mercic, when ^/Xch
^

fuch as haue offended you doe eric you mercie.For it is Gods fabnufcte^h

will thatwefhould haue pine vpon them thatfubmitthem- himfesfe co

felues to ourmercie, andthat (as theearleof Derbiewas our»erei&

wont to fay)He thatcrieth mercie,lliouldmcrcie haue. Plato

faith , That the greateft fin which we can commit , is to vfe

outrage towards them that humble themfelues to vs, and

that he which doth fuch folk cuill,fhall neuer go vnpunifhed.

The fift kind of kindnelle is MeeldnelTe and Moderation,

1
. . as

'
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as when a prince hailing ouercome his enemieS,doth vfe them

gently.For fuch dealing ferueth towin the hearts both of fub-

ie&sand of enemies.

WhenA lexander faw Darius dead , he fell not to daun-

\ clng,laughing, and finging,as one that had made an end of a

^reat war, but what did he then ? he tooke off his owne caf-

ibke,and couered therwith the body of 2?dr/*#,philofophical~

ly hiding (as faith pliitarch)t\\c royall orT-fpiing.^/fi<?«fw the .

fonne of ^Antigonm vnderftanding that one had cut off the

head of Tirrhus , went to fee it, and required to haue it 5 the

which as foone as he had receiucd , he ran to his father , and

eaft it downe before him, But as foone as *AnU£onw hadfeene

it andknew it, he draue away his fonne with ftrokesof a cud-

gell,calling him cruell,a murtherer,barbarous,and vnnaturall,

and thermion hiding his face with his cloake,he began to crie*

for compafsionfake,and afterward caufed the head to be ho-

nourably buried . Within a while after, ^Alcioneus met Helen

the fonne of the dforefaid Virrhns in very poore eftate, appa-

relled in a very fimple cloake, andreceiuinghimcourteoufly

with gentle and amiable fpecches,brought him to his father.

Whom when ^nti^onus[n\v , he faid."to ^ilcione us
$
My fon,

this deed of thine ismuch better, andpleafeth mefarmore

than the other $ but yet thou haft not done altogether as

thou oughteft , in that thou haft not taken away this courfe

clokc thathangeth vpon his flioulders^. which doth more dif-

honour to vs that haue gotten the victone , than tohim that

hath loft it.TherwitJiall he embraced Htten , and hauing fet

himiugoodapparell, fent him home into his kingdome of

Epirejand being pofleiTed ofth earmy ofTiubw,hc dclt very

courteoufly with all his feruants. ButurGentleneiTeasinall"

oth^r v ertues,a man may offend in toomuch or too little 5 a"

they doe3
which through ihamefaftnefle do condefcend to al

tilings 5 of whom Tintarch fpeaketh in his booke ofMm
(hamcfaftneile,and as foothers and flatterers doe,whichfbot

men in all that they fay,as Gnata doth in Terence: Theorh
fort is of them that deme all rccjuefts that are made vn

the
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them,be they neuer fo iu(t,and which through a froward dif-

pofition ofgainefaying thataccompanieth them,doe encoun-

. ter all tilings that are ipokcn to them : or elfe are (b rough and

fterncthat they neuer laugh,neither can a man tell how to be

acquainted with them. And fo kindnes or gentlenes matched

with mee!dnes,is a vertue thatreprefTcth the excefle and mo-
derateth the defaultjkeepingmenfro exceeding inouennuch

pliantncs, like the Toother & the flatterer^ and fro the default

-ofvnpliablenes like the clouneand thechurle. For oft-times

ouer-great familaritie, maketh a prince to be had in contempt,

and ouergrcat Iternne* & grauity make him odious,hard to be

intreated,and not to be come vnto.Therefore it behouethhim
to hold themeane,and tocofiderwhat may bell: befeemehim.

For(as tlie Preacher faith)All things hauetheirtimes^thereis

a time to laugh ,5c a time to wcepe,a time to graunt,anda time

to refufe.The which fome not confidcring aduifedly,docci- whetLera
thercounfell princes to make themfelues too familiar,andto princcoughc

deny nothings or elfe to refufe all things,and in no wife to giue t0 kemeeld

their ftibiefts eafie accede vnto them : faying, that if a king
Qr ^ernc-

make hiniieIftoogentle,ck too eafie to beipoken to,hefhalbe

defpifed,andconIvcjucntlyillobayedof his fubiecls, becaufe

that ouennuch fanuiiantie breedeth contempt.And therfore

the Eng!iihmen,Spaniards,Turks,and Scithians,do reucrence

their kin^ well ncere as gods , and dare not preafe into their

prcfence.For tliey that miter themfelues to be comne vnto,do

oftentimes pronufe more than thcycanperform,as;T/f«jdid,

who often promifed more than he was able to doe ^faying that

no man ought to goe away fad and difcontentcd from thepre-

fence ofa prince. Insomuch that many me allowed theapoph-

thegme Of £™/tfj,whofdjd,That that manhadmis-fpent his

vouth,wiuch srailnted ah things. ralt^tila made nonicenefle

to deme all mens recjuelb, faying, That there was nothing in

his owne nature th?t He efleeined fomuch,as impudencie and

floutnes ofd ending ah things. The which point the emperor

Muximihah practiced vpon a poore man that craned an a ^les

ofhim, and told him thatthe emperor and he cams both of

R .
one
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one fatherjto wit of^dam^nA fo confequently werebrethrer^

andtherforehedefired himtodealc brotherly with him and
to do him fomegood. The emperor confented,and gaue him
a (mall peece ofriluer . Wherat when he faw the poore man
difcontented, heetold him that hee ought to take his gift in

good woorthjfaying that lfeuery of his brethren would giue

ham as muchjhe fliould be richer than he hirnfelfe was.A cer-

taine courtier whom .Arcbdatu loued weli,praied him togiue

him a certaine goodly vefTelhby and by *ArckeUw comman-
ded one to giue it to EuripJes . Wherat the farty mirueling
that had crau?dit,receiucd none other anfvvere but this -thou

art worthy to aske it and to goe without it ; and h e is worthy

to haue it without asking. Meaning that he hadgiuenthe

courtier accefTe to aske what he wou'd, bur that thegoodnes

of Euripides was fach, as d.eferiu-c( tome gift without asking.

phjlip counfelled his fonytlexavtWto behaue himfelfe gently

andgncicv^ly to hi> fubiecl-s afore he were king : for were he

once king,he cou'd notbe io gracious. Deeming very wifely,

hard for
there is not a better tiling to ftablifh a kingdome,than

/
t

. ^ioueor the fubi eels, fo ltis ,vry hard for him that reigh-

•v.o be neth^to be gentle zo all , as wellbecaufe the ftate of aking,is

all fubiecl: to enny , as alfo becaufe it cannot maintaine ltfelfe a-

gainft ir,vnlefle it punifh the wickecQror it behoueth a king fo

to temper ins gojdnes andgentlenes , as therewkhall he re-

tainc his authoritie and srauitie . For oftentimes ouer-2;reat

gentlenes caufeth men to make no account ofa pnnce.And as

^Uttarch faith in the life of Periclesjt is very hard for a prince

to keeps a feuere gramtie/or the vpholding ofhis reputation,

and therwithall tofurTer all men to haue familiar accefle vn-

to him. After the time that Vencles had themanaging ofthe

publicke allaus, he was neuer feene abroade*iiuhe ftreers^nor

at any fealts . They that would haue a pnnce to be familiar,

defend their caufe by reafons and examples, faying that gen-

tlenes maketh a pnnce wel beioued, well-willed, and accep-

table.
-

For as Terence laithyhe that is a man , ought to be a parta-

ke*
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kerof that which bclongeth torrun,tha'tis to farj hee ought

tobegentle,louing,and mercifull. And (as faith Iunen T) na-

ture hath made mans heart tender, that hee lhould pittie

fuchasarediftrelTed, who crauehelpe of the prince, whofe

throne is vpheld by goodneiTe,gentieneiTe, and kindnefle, as

faythSnlomon in the twentith of the Prouerbs.

Dennis the father fayd, That hee had chaincsof adamant

to vphold his dominion
$
namely,a guard ofeighteene thou-

land itrangers,befides his ordinary fouldiers,and a great num-

ber of games. On the contrariep art Diou&id to the yoon-

gcrDcnnh, that the cheins of adamantto aifureakingdome, OnlygocM

were neither feare.nor force,nor great multitudes ofmen Gf j\'^
il

|

,atct^

armes,as his father had faid j but the good will , hearrie af-
jJJJ?

oa ' z

feclion, fiuour andloue of the fubiecls gotten by the prin-

ces execution of Iufhce . Which chains though they bee

loofer than the other that bee fo fturdie and ftifly ftretchid

out, vet be they more firme,ltrong, and long lading, to keepe

and maintaineaprincipalitic.

Tttki becaufe hee ha J the perfection of gentleneflc and

princely council c, was termed, The deintic delight of man-
kind.

Tinturch fayth,that Brutm was beloued of all men,becaufe

hee was a man of a gentle and gracious nature,hauin°; aright

intent and will, without fwaruingor v^yigv^P^//^ was or

fo courteous conuerfation , that hec gt^mo- cittie^by that

means than by force of amis . Alexander his fonne was gen-

tle and huniliar amongfthis men of warrc : in %mi;ch that,

being fuddenly taken vponatime in Alia, v.ith
;
tegjj£a fere

tempelt and cold, that there was not one in his compa-
,

nie which fainted not $ when hee faw a fimple fouldier ~*

Macedonie halfepaft himfclfe for cold, hee arofe out of liitf"' l^W?

chaire where heefateat afire, and made the fouldier to be

fet downe in it ; whereof the fouldier being aware when
hee was comne to himfclfe againe, by the warmth ofthe fire

$

he ftart vp aftonilhed out of the chaise to excufc himfelfe

Vilto ^Alexander » gut ^Alexander with a fmilwg coun-

R ij tenance
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tenance faid vnto him 5 Knowefl: thou not my fouldier,

that you Macedonians hue after another fort vnder your

king , than the Perfians doe vndcr theirs ? For vnto

them it is a deadly crime to lit in the kings chaire -

y
but

ihe crea<: vnto thee it hath bin life. Hee banqueted oftentimes pn-

P n̂:es °y
2n

uatly with his fnends,and fo did alfo king Lewis the eleuenth,

queteTpriifa*-
notwithftanding that he was feared anddrad, which thin^

iy with their procured him great good will . The like alfo did J^ifmaell

friends. Sophy king of the Perfians^ taking his repaft openly in agreat

companie of his lords, with whomchkewife heetooke his

pleafurem hunting
,
continuing alwaies gentle , eafie to bee

come vnto,and willing to heare fuch as were defirous to fpeak

with him.

lulius Cafir was Angularly beloued and liked of tie com-

mon people,for his gracious maner ofialuting,imbracinj;,and

conferring with a!! men,priuatly and familiarly . Ar.dona

time , when hee faw a friend of his ficke , hee gaue him his

chamber and bed,becaufe there were no mo beds not cham-

bers Tnthelnne but that,and went out and lay himfelfexpon

the hardground.And whe his hoft one day gaue him old oile

in deed ofnew,&they that fate at his table with him were of-

fended therwithjhetofauehis holt fro Haame^did maruelous-

ly praifei^Sc ate more theror tha he was wont to doc.^ntonie

was highly eftecmed & comendedofhisfoldiers.becaufe he

ordinarily exercifed himfelfe,& ate& drake often with them,

<§c fent them gifts according to his power& abilitie.He was fo

obeyed , that in tiie voyage of VarthU^ though the world

went againft him y yet notwithftanding his men of warre

followed him,& better forfooke him,becaufe he went to vifit

'< Ifth^fi&e
t^em* r̂om tent t0 t^nt,comrorting the ficke 6c wounded with

'

C
** great compak ion, infomuch that he could notforbeare wee-

ping j whereas they on thecontrarie part made good counte-

nance vnto him,cal ling him with greatreuerence,their Gene-
rally praying him that he wold not difeafe bimfelfe for their

fakes . Infomuch that his kindly fimp.icitie 6c liberalise, his

familiar manner ofplaying and making mirth in companyand
fpeciully
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fpecially the pains that he tooke at that time in fuccouring, vi-

fiting,and bemoningthem that were fick or wounded,wrought

fuch efFe^l,that he made the ficke and wounded men, to con-

tinue as affectionattowards him, and asrefolutetodoe him
feruice,as thofc that were whole and found.The Emperor^-
irtAn had the good wilsof theRomans,becaufehe vifitedas

well his enemies as his freinds that were ficke, and releeued

them all that he could. Alfohe would goetothehoufesof

old and auntient folke, that by reafon oftheir ycares could not

goe abroad, ofwhome he would enquire how they had liued,

where they had dwelled, what cuftomes they had feene,and

what diftrefTes and dangers they had indured.By doing wher-

ofand by (hewing charitie towards them,he profited himfelfe,

becaufe th'Jt oftentimes , he ferued his owne turne in matters

that befell him , by the examples which thofc good oldfolkc

had told him ofthe time forepaii.C/wa* wa s greatly accepted

ofthe common people for his plame dealing, and for the fame

was aduanced to great offices.Contrariwife Nicias for his ouer-

great fternnefle and hardnefle to be acquainted with, was en-

uied ofmofrmen , and but for his great vertue and integritie,

which caufed men toreuerence him and fearehim,he could

neuer haue weelded his affairs as he did . LhchIIks for want of

behauing himfelfe courteoufiy and gently inough to his foul-

diers,and for want ofskill to entertaine them,could not make
an end ofhis wars,which he had fo happily begun,and brought

almoft to the point of perfection . For his fouldiers became

heady,and would not follow \iuxi.DUn was blamed,not onlyof

theSicilians,butalfoeucnof plam, for his manner ofdealing,

in fpeaking more roughly vnto fuch as fued vnto him,than the

ftate ofhis affairs could beare. The Macedoniasforlooke De-

f»f/r/«5,becaufe he was vneafieto be delt with, and very hard

to be fpoke to. CorioUnns was hated ofthe peopl e for his ftern-

nefle, notwithstanding that he was a wife captaine. Contraii-

wife ^ilcibiAdts
, notwithftanding- that he was full ofvice,yct

was he welbeloued and cfteemed ofall men,for his courteous

bchauiour towards all forts . Among thegood pans that were

R uj in
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hi xArlftidei,6tit ofthe beft account was,that he could vvel skil

to win and alure mens hearts vnto him, which thing(faith

f*r^)c6meth ofgentlneiTerbutas for grauitie,it is accompani-

ed with folitarines, that is to fay,fuch kind ofmenhaue few to

follow them -, and are forfakenof all men . The gentlenes of

pompey was fo great,that he contented al men that fpake with

him : infomuch that euen they that complained vnto him,of

the wrongs done vnto them by histreinds and feruants
3were

perfuaded to beare them patiently ; fo greatly did lie content

them.And that was the very thing,that procured himfo ma-
ny honorable offices ofgreat- charge. 5^ reporteth "Am

gufiiu to haue benfo gentle, that he caufed hi* dores to ftan I

open to as many as would come and fa lute him,and receiucd

thcirpetitions with fuchancsld'icfle and c6urcsiie,fhsat after a

ftvuling maner, herrprouedonefor making too muchnu-enes

in preferring his fute vnto him, as though he hadiheweda

peece ofcome to an Bl ephant.Th e p eople ofRom S purpofed

to haue kept CrtffU* by force , from going to make war agamft

the Parthians.Which thing Craffix fearing, praied Twtyey to

accompanie him.When the people faw Pfityi ey comming be-

fore hini,withafmiling countenance and amiable looke,they

were altogether appeafed," and opened themfelues to make
way for him to palle. Yet notwithftandinghee could not al-

waies hold this natiue ^entlenefleof his : for the honourable

offices ofgreat charge which he had, made him often-times

Graff™ being too graue. In fo much that Crajfm by behauing himfclfe low*

of idle au- ly and courteou(ly,and by admittingmen eafily to his fpeech,
thorine than doing p}eafure with good will,to as many as fought it, defen-

tV ^uourof ^n§ n* s ^ienc^ s in places of iudgement,lendingmome tofuch

the people a as flood in need,and afsifhng and furthering fuch as fued for

gainft him by ofEceSytnade himfelfe in the end more acceptable than Tom-

anTcou^tV l^^^^13^^^ naturall ^en-
* tleneileinto a certainefeueritie,became more difficult tcibee

fpokento,and did lefle for his friends . And although Craffv*

h idnotthelikcauthoritieand rvputation , yet notwithstan-

ding he obtained his futes, and moll commonly preuailed a-

<>ainll
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gainft Petnpey. Tyrrhw is highlycommended for his gentle-

neife andfamiliarme with his houfhold folkc and friends. p/#-

tArch faith ofhim in his life, that heehad woonthe good fa-

uour of the people of Sicilie ,
by fpeaking more gracioufly

than any other had done : and that afterward when he fell to

be rigorous andniarpe,hefooneioll:therealmeofSialie. As
foone as he went about tocompeli the Tarcntinesto the dis-

cipline ofwarre,by and by he loll their hearts . cimon by his

gracious fpeeches, and by his gentle harkemngto the Greeks,

recouered the principaline ofGreece out of the hands ofthe

Lacedemonians. Contrarm ife, Lifander Jting of Lacedemon,

by his hard dealing caufed the confederats of Greeks to de-

partfrom the Lacedemonians , and to alliethemfelues with

the Athenians.

P/w^K^ieporteth that the genrJenciTe of Quintui Fltimi-

w,wasthe caufe that the Greeks fuLmitted themfelues to

the Romans jfor had he not bene meeld,gentle, & traceable*

vfing reafon rather than force,Greece would neuer haue fub-

micteditfclfetothe dominion of the Romans.
TctiUs hauingmany pnfoners ofthe Roman campe,hand- The gcntlnes

led them fo eourteouQy,and with lo good entertainmcnt,that °fTo^a4
,

many of them did putthemfeluesinhispav,for thecourtefies
^ucrhe oul-

lake which they knew to be in him. Demetrius did a cteed of chat had war-

great courtefie to the*Athenians, when they had rebelled a- red agamft

gainft him j for when he hadouercome them,hegaue them l -im *

a great cjuantitie ofcorne,whercofthey had then need, and in

his offering it vnto them,committed afolicifme, wherof beinj

reproued by one of the, he faid that for that correcting of his

(peech, he would giue the people as much corn more; fncwins

therm his goodnes toward the vancjurfhed, and his gentlencs

and meeldnes towards his corrector.Taulm hum fpeaking of

Itto^ra^whoofagouernour vngracioufly madehimfelfe

duke of Millan^iaith he was very courteou$(which thing wan
him the good wil ofthe peoplejand redietoadmitfuch to his

prefenceck hearing, as fought it at his hand. He faith asmuch
of L^rence Medictf,who could well skill to win.the hearts of

R hi; the
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the Florentines, by gracious fpecches, courtefie, and meeld-

netTe.And likewife or the Marquis of Mantua,who appeafed

a mutinie that wasberweene the Italians and the Ahrtans.

* For the Almans regarded him for his gentlene(Tc,becaufe hec

kept company with the meanefouldiers in vncrediblefamili-

antie, and yet notwithftandmg held his honour as generall of

the hofr. Bellifarim was beloued of all men for his gentlenelTe,

becaufethe poore as well as the rich hadaccefle vnto him,

and he imparted himfelfe equally to all men . The Cardinall

of Medices(who afterward was Pope Lco)by giuing courte-

ous intertainment vnto all the Florentines that had to doe at

Rome,and by admitting them fauorably to hisfpeech , made
the Florentines to forget the hatred which they had borne

vnto his brother Veter, and fo by conforming himfelfe in qua-

lities agreeable to his citizens, opened the paiTageforhisfa-

milie, to enter into the citie of Florence. The conftable of

France vfing the like failuon at the campe before Auinion,

and talking by the way eft with one and eft with another, did

by that means draw to obedience a troupe newly ailembled

offundne and diuerfe nations.

Fabin* was wont to fay That he raaruelled that men delt

beamed by
better Wlt

'

a horles, hounds,and other beafts , in taming them

crenrle tv.eans by gentlenelTe, than with men \ for euenby faire and gentle

as well as means,are froward men alfo to be woon and tamed . And we
bruce beads, ought not to be more hard-harted towards them , than huf-

bandmen are towards wild vines , who doe not cut them vp
for their harfhnefle , but doe make them become fweet by
grafting them.And euen fo muft euill men be by benefits ap-

peafed, and good men by the fame means be maintaincd.c/f-

vmenes faid , That the pampering of men with monie was

grofte , void of policie, and full of vniuftice 3 and that to his

feeming,the moil honourabi e and the moft royall means, was

to allure them by courtefie of delightfuil entertainment and

communication , whenn both grace and faithfulnefle went

matched togithcr.For he was or opimon,that there was none

other difference betweene a rriend and an hireling , but that

the
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the friendis gotten and kept by gentlenes ofnature and good
vfage,and the hireling is caught by mony . Herevnto we may T^ e cy ran *

adthatvvhicIiP/«r4r^raithintheJifeof s*rtaxerxes
sname\y 9

th

f
ls 4 c™

That the tyrant which is mod coward, is molt cruel and thir- crucil and fa.

dieof blood. And contrariwife there is no man more gentle fpicious.

and kindhearted,or leiTe fufpicious, than the valiant and har-

diemmAnd therfore the beads that are not tobe tamcd.are

commonly cowards and fearfullywheras on the contrary part,

thofe that be noble and full ofcouras;e,doe thinke thcmfelues

fure,and acquaint themfelues with man
5
becaufe they be void

of fearc , and refufc not the allurements and familiar vfages,

which man proffereth vnto them . Euen fo when princes

veeld thcmfelues gentle to their fubiecls , their fubiects alfo

by that means become meeke towards them, in hope that

their king will hearken to them , whenfoeuer they recjued ir.

And that kind of demeanour is oftentimes a caufe that the

courtiers keepe themfelues in right mind, for feare lead they

fhould be complained of to the prince, ifthey doe amide.

And the princes that deale otherwife , are fubieel: to this fay-

ing of Diodcfidn the emperour, Thatonely the emperour

knoweth that which he mould not know, and isignorant of

that which hee fhould know
; becaufc there are three or

foure about lum , which keepe him from knowing the truth.

But to efchew the falling into this inconuenience,.^^»/V the

meeke,one of the belt emperors that euer was , gaue eafieac-

cede vnto his prefence, and willed that his pallace gates

fhould be open entry day , to all luch as lided to come m,to

craue iudiceof theemperor^ as 1 hauc faidalreadre in the ti-

tle ofIudice.Moreoucrhc had good and difcreet men about

him,of whom lie would enquire in fecret what men reported

oi him , and if he found that their fpeaking euill of him was

foriud caufe, he endeuored to amend his fault. And therfore

it is better that a prince fhould betoogentIe
3
than too derne •

howbcit,that it is to be confidercd, that the exceflein any

of both waies, cannot be without vice, and that as Well in

- this as in all other things ,the bed is tobe followed 3 which is

the
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themeane,in matching grauitieand gentleneflc togither; as

the Athenians faid otTericles , that no mans nature could be

more moderated in grauitie,nor more graue with meeldnetTe

and gentlene(Te,than his was. And as Gaeuart faith in his firft

booke, Princes ought to endeuor to get the good wils of

men by courteous conuerfation, and alfo to be feared and re-

douted for their maintaining ofgood iufcice,as we read of

herins Confttntine the emperor,who was both feared ofmany,

andloued of all.

Tlutarch m the life of Vhocion faith , That too rough fe-

scml^iT ff"

ucr^e
Jas as t0° meeldgentlenelTejis a veriefbppeiieand

and too great dangerous downfall j and that the middle way ofye elding

feuencie arc fbmetimes to the peoples delire , therby to make them the
bothvene .more obedient oth erwife, and togrant them the thing that
daogwious.

cje]jg[lt them 3
therby to require ofthem the things that

are for their profit, is a wholfome meane to rule and gouerne

men well , who fuffer themfeluestobe led to the'executing

ofgood things , when too lordly authorine is not vfed ouer

them. Therefore when maiefhe is mingled with courted e,

there is no harmDniefo perfect *Sc mufick-iike as that.For ins
Cod enfor- âe tn jngwherin the pnnce may refemble God , who enfor-

to obedience
cet;1n noc vs zo nn^' t^mo J kut ^ot^ Sweeten the conftraint of
;obedience,with demonftrationand perfuafio of reafon. clnh

faid '

y
T hat princes mull match genJenelTe with puiffance,to

the intentthey maybe the more reuerenced and fearedof

their fubiects . For this reuerence is accompanied with loue,

* butfeareis accompanied with hatred . Now it is both more

fure ck more honourable to be loued than to be feared. The r-

fore a prince muft moderat his behauiour in fuch fort , as he

may be neither too much feared ofthe meaner fort , nor too

much defpifed ofthe greater.For to be too much feared ofhis

fubie&s,belongeth vnto a tyrarxButyetmuft he alfo beware

that he be not defpifed of the great,he mull keepe his e(bte,

&begraue,howbeit,fuchgrauitie as is accopanied with gen-

tlenes3fo as when he is abroad hefliewa princely maieftie, <Sc

when he is to heare requefls,he lliew himfelfe affable& eafie

to
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tobe deltwith.Afterthat mancr did Iulius Cafar behaue him-

feife in his di£tatorfhip,but that was to his owiiouerthroWjbe*-

caufc he had taken vpon him that prehemmenceby force of

anus , and had altered the Rate of thecitie,inwhichcafcitis He that aire-

•more fafety for aprincetobe feared than tobe loued . Fork rethaitate,

t £h j t be but that the prince which hath changed a ftate,hath
J?"**!

1*11
*

,

many enemies. Ikfigaftui his fuccefibr was better aduifcd than.menka™***
he,foratthe beginning he was cruel ,3c put thofe to deathwho him.vnullhe

he thought able to impeach his doings at any time after. But be Purely foe*

whe he once faw himfelfe throughlie fetled in his tyranny,<5c
in hl$ 9*

that the moft part of the citizes that had bin brought vpm li-

bcrtie wcre dead,then began he to be a gentle,afTable,cx: grati-

ous pvmcc.^ntioonM did the like in the beginning of his raign,

dealing roughhe at the firft,ck afterward becomingmceld and

eentle.And whe it was asked ofhim,Why he had altered his .
nAt

. .

maner or dealing? he anlwered, 1 hat at the beginning he nee* nion is tobe

ded a kmgdome,*Sc now he wanted but faUor and good wil,be- gorten by

caufe a new dominio is gotten by force.ofarms,& by aufteritie, ^
r

^
c,

*^J ^
but it is maintained by loue and good will.But in lawfull kings n ©en,"

loue ismoreauailable thanfeare. The kings of France de- tleneflc.

mcanc themfelues better in that behalfe than all other kin^s.

For their attendance reprefenteth a great maieftie,& yet not-

wichftandingno man is barred fro preferring his fute vnto him
alter he is out of his chaber, fpecially in the morningwhen he
goethto mafic, where certain mailers of recjuefts atted vpon

him,& dehuerhim the petitions that are brought vnto them;

There is a kind or gentlencs that is hurtful! to a prince , and

his z\-anting of eucne mans requefl: , m ay breed manic sreat
rt
V?

e oucr"

Kiconucnienccs . Jror by graunting tome point of faucur m tCdmay be

cafe or iiifhcc , wrong is done : and by graunting monie, huitjtUl.

the prince his purfeis emptied, whereby hee is dnuento

take where he ought not, or elfc where he can. The lawes of

France haue well remedied that matter. For the king hathfet

downe by his ordinance , that lie will not haue his letters re-

garded which concerne notiuihce, & for the view ofthe he
relerrcth himfeifeto his iudges>for his checker mattersanore-

ouer
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ouer,thercis his court of parliament, and a chamber of ac-

counts which controlleth the kings gifts : fo as noman can go
away difcontentedfromhim,becaufehe granteth all things

that aredemaundedofhim,and yet thofe gifts are without cf-

fect,wherofthe mitiifters only doebeare the difgrace, as Ma-
chUnell hath very well marked in his booke of Princes.And Co

long as this law flood in force, the affaires ofFrance did alway

profper.

Of Eoific. Now let vs fpeake ofEnuie, which extendeth it felfe fur-

ther than roughnelTe or aufteritie, which properly is contrary

toGentlcnesandCourtefic. For the rough &fterneperfon is

contrarie to the gentle and kind-hearted, as Terence teacheth

vs in his comodie oftheBrethere, vnder theperfons of Mttio

and Pemea, But Enuie containeth in itchuriifhneflc, hatred,

ambition,& man-daughter, according to the faying ofSjohn

chnfoftom vpon the xxvij ofGenefis,whcre he faith,ThatEn-

uie is the root of man-daughter, and man-flaughter is the

fruitofenuie.

S.^lmbrofem his Duties , maketh no great difference be-

tweene the wicked and the enuious,faying, That the wicked

man delighteth in his owne welfare, and the enuious man is

tormented at the welfare ofanother: the one loueth the cuil,

& the other hateth the good 5 fo as he that defireth the good,

is more tollerable than he that would the mifchiefe of all

men. Enuie then is nothing elfe but a forinefle concerned at

the proiperitie ofanother man.

Bion the Borifthcnit fpeaking to a certaine enuious man,

whom hee faw fad , faid vnto him j I cannot tell whether

I fomc harmehath happened to thy felfe, orfome good to

fome other bodie. For Enuie is not foriefor anothermans

harme, but contrariwife is glad ofit. The Greeks call it,

Epcairecaktan , as ye would fay
5

toying and teioicing

At other mens harmes Themif}ocles faid 5 Hee had not ye*

done any thing woorthie ofpraife,feeing that no man enuied

him . Hereby we fee,that as charitie extendeth further than

gentlenefle/o enuie extendeth further than hatred , which

ieemeth
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feeraetlicontrarietoloucandchaiitie.For enuie(as TluUrcb The diffcxice

teacheth vs in his booke of Enuie and Hatred ) neuer depar- ^™
teth from thofe whom it hath once caught hold of, neither in u je>

profoeritie nor in aduerfitierwheras hatred vanilheth away in

theextrcmitieof either fortune.Furthermore, when a man is

perfuaded that he hath receiued no wrong , or taketh an opi*

nionthat thofe whom hehatethas wicked perfons, are be-

come honed men,or ifthey haucdone him fomefuchplefure

as is a caufe to drflolue the former iniurie,the hatred ceafleth.

Bui as for the enuious pjrfon,although no man dohim harmer
yet cealTeth he not to be fpitefull . And if he fee an honeit

man,or a man of good qualities, or ifhereceiue a good turne,

it doth but prouokc him the more to enuie , fo as he is exaf-

perated by the things whevby hatred is affuaged. Enuie is vn- £ ni,je j s vn _

determinable , and refembleth difeafed eies , which are of- determinable

fended at all brightnefle and light . But hatred is determina-

ble, and is aUvay founded and ietled vpon certaine grounds,in

refpecl: of it felte . By enuie came death into the world , for-

through Satans enuie were we deceiued, through that deceit

became we difobedient,and through that djfobedience came
death vpon vs.lt is a very perilous vie whichfeazcth not on-

ly vpon mens ftates and liuings , butalfo vpon their hues, as

Wee read of ^siUtt , who wa> murrhcred through the enuie

ofCaih j and ot/o/V///>,who was fold through the enuie of his

brethercn. Saint Uhn cbrtfo^me in his 44 Homihe, faith;

That this vice in refpeel of other vices is vnexcufable: for the The fin of

lechor excufethhimielfe byluft^the theefe bypouertie, and Enuieisvnex-

the man-flear by cholcr- but the enuious man can find no ex- c" Iat^-

cufe at alI.God commaundeth vs to loue our enemics,and the

enuious man hateth euen his friends. And in his Hue and for-

tith Homilie,and likewife vpon the one andtwentith of Ge-
nefis,he faith

y
1 hat as the wurmemarrcth th e timber wher-

initbreedeth,aioreit gocout ; euen fo doth enuie marre the

man. si n rijfhene^ Lid , That as ruft eateth yron : fo the enui-

oui are confumed by the fretting of their owne enuie. For

the enuious ( faith Horace )ipmcih. away at the profperitie

of



* 5 4 Of Enuie*"

of another. AndiAUxanderfaidvnto Melenger> That the

enuious man carriethhisowne torment with him . Salmon

in the fourteenth ofthe Prouerbs,faith.That as a found heart

is the life of thebodie, foenuieisa confumer of the bones.

Tintarch likeneth enuie to fmoke, For afore the flame breake

outjit mounteth vp great,but as foone as the flame fheweth it

felfe,the fmoke vanifheth by little and little, and in the end

is no more feene . Vlatom his bocke of Lawes , faith j That
the enuious man imagining to vaunt himfelfe the more by
finding faultwith others, canneuer attaine to true vertue,

and is a hinderer of thofe whom he fpighteth
3
by the wrong-

full founders which hee reporteth of them . Vintarch in the

lite of Lifander, faith ; that in the purfute of vcrtue,thc enui-

ous and ambitious men doe hold thofe for their aduerfanes

whome they might and ought rather to feme and helpe , in

the doing of great and goodly things . For through their iea-

loufncfleof glone,thcy commonly enuie their like. Where-
vpon commeth this faying ofMartiall, That there no ac-

count is made ofthem that are aliue.

It isEnuie that caufeth vs to efteememore ofmen ofold

time, than ofmen now huing.And as Outd faith , We take no

pleafurem reading mens books,vntilthe auchours ofthem be

dead, becaufe enuie hath accuflomed vsto wound the li-

uingwith venemous tooth. For enuie feedeth vpon vs fo

long as wee be aliue , but be we once dead (Tie ceafleth , and

then is praife giuen according to defert . Some man will fay,

Whether a
that tms djftourfe rnay well be directed to common pcrfons,

prince be lub
^ prjnces are out 0fenu i es reach . For if a prince be enuied,

left co Enmc. "
. . . . . i_ ifir • u

it cannot hurt him ^ and therewithal! he is too great to beare

enuie to his fubiec*ts.The cnuiethat Saule had vnto Dauid, for

fighting with Goliah, fheweth fufficiently that kings are not

exempted from enuie. For albeit that he receiued right great

good by that deed ofDamds,yct notwithftanding for asmuch

as he was blinded , and as it were drunken with enuie,he held

him being his benefactor as his enemie. htmelech was a king

and a great lord,and yet when he law lf*ak a ftfanger profper

and



Of Enuie, 255
and grow rich in his realme,hedraue him out . When Lalan

faw Ucoh his Ton in lawgrowne richer than himfelfe,he could

not afterward giue him a good lookc.Wherfore it is not to be

douted,but that a prince may be enuious,6c alfo be enuiedySc

theiby receiue harme. For man,whatfoeuer he be , the more
goods 6c power he hath, the moreenuie beareth he on his

back. Denm; the tvrat kept himfelfe not only fro his enemies,

but alfo fro his friends,)' ea euen from the wifeft of the,faying

that there was none of themwhich had not rather raign than

feme . Had D.on &lnlius Cafar done as he did,it had Din the,

better for the: but they faid,they had leuer die than todjflrufl

their friends. And ye mull not thinke that a prince can be pri*

uilcdged fro being enuious,as who woldfay,there were no per-

fon who he could or ought to enuie,for enuieis adifcafeofthe

mmd,as wel as iealoufie ls.The icalousperfon forgpeth not his

iealofie by hauing adifcreet wife, thatgiueth him no occafion

to mifdout her,ror he is icalous ofali tlut he feetlr.euenfo the

enuious man mud needs feed his own fancie,though there be-

no apparent matter whcrwith.o thanes fud that kings do enuy.

good men,yea 6c hate them deadly,6c that vcrtueis comonly

hated of kings.Hisfo faying was to ferue his turue in pleading

againil regahtie,as I hauc faid in the i booke.For a good king

loueth vertue 6c vertuos folk,but an emllking doth both hate

6c enuie theAnd as Mania* faidm Tttws Zm/w,finuieferueth Whertoenaie

but to fpeake euil ofvertue,to deface the honor therof, and to ĉrucl^

bereaue ltof reward.pA*Mrc£ faith in the life of £4^, That ail

the great men were enemies to Catc, becaufe they faw him to

be vpright in iufl:ice,ec they were ailiamed of their own vniu-

ftice.This wasbut an enuie that they bore vnto Cato
, 6c ther- The Eruic ©f

fore they were enemies vnto him. cJiguU was defirgus ofhis Cali^la,

own eafe,6c yetwas he enuious toward thofe that were at eafe

as wel as he.Inthe voiage that he made into Gei'many,fo ha*

flilie that the enfigas were folded vp 6c caried vpon fumpter-

horfesjthat the bads might march with themere fpecd, albeit

that himfelfe went in a goodly couch ,and made plain paths ail

the way that he went, yet notwithftadinghe wrat vnto Rome
that
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thatfeeing he was in fuch dangcr,and readie to giue battcil,he

maruelled that they gaue themfeluesto feaftujg
5
to haunting

of the theatres , and to make pafhmes in the fields and gar-

dens . T his doing of his proceeded of nothing elfe,but ofan

inordinatand vnreafonable enuie, that fretted his braine,the

which he (hewed fufficiently towards the noblemen,in berea-

uingtheof their cote-armors, and ofthe antient cognifances

of their houfes.And if hee ipied any fair e boies that had fairc

haire , he caufed the hinder parts of their heads to befhauen.

And hewasfofpitefull, that he enuied euen Homer
}t\\egcca-

teft Poet that euerwasrinfomuch that being determined vp-

on a time to abolifh the remembrance ofhim,he faid he might

well haue as much power as VUto^o weed him out ofhis com-
mon-wealth.

Thcincou'ic
Alexanders enuiewas the chiefe caufeof the death of

niencesof
* clitus . For hee fo_ enuied the high exploits of Vhdtp hisfa-

Hnuie. ther,that he fell into a rage when any man compared him

with him. Ltfinder accompanying *Agefi!uus in the voaige in-

to Afia, wasfo honoredor themenof Alia, becaufehe had

had the gouernmentof them aforetimes , that in comparifon

of him,they made no reckoning of the king:by reafonwherof,

tAgefihtts bare him fuch enuie,that in all that voiage he com-*

mitted not any honourable charge vnto him , but emploie^j

him about fuch things as a man would not haue emploied the

meaneftof Sparta, and it was thought that that would haue

cod thecitieof Lacedemondeerly : For had not death pre-

uented Lifanderfce would haue ouerthrowne the king. Enuie

made Socrates to be put to death 5 and ^tnftides, Themiftodes,

and others tobebamlhed. Alfoit was the death of Cortolane,

becaufe the chiefe princes of the Voiles enuied his vertue

and hisgreatnelTe . And by his death, the Volfes were van-

quished of the Romanes. Through enuie, Dun wasflaine by
Caltppus • and Sertonusby Terpenna : and by their death were

they themfelues vancpiflied and difappointed of the fruit of

their former enterprifes.The enuie that wasioocedbetweene

Themtftvclcsandyirifidesfcindeiced the Athenians from doing

many
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manygoodly enterprifesjinfomuch that Thcmijfa$les faid,that

it was vnpofsible for the affajr* of the commonweale.ofA-
thcns toprofper, vntillthey were both of them caft into the

barather, which wasadeepe dungeon, whereinto men were
throwne headlong, that were condemned to death. And no

doubt but the affairs ofGreece hadgone to wvackyrfutnftides

had continued his enuie againft rhemifioclcsBut when hefaw

the danger whereinto all Greece was like to fall , if hce and

ThemifiocUs did not agree : he befpake him after this manner;

Tbtm't{l»cUs
y ifwe be both wile , it is high time for vs to leaue

the vaine fpight and iea!ofle which we haue hitherto borne

oneagainftanother,auo to take vp a ftrife that maybe to the

honor and welfare ofv s both ; that is to wit, winch ofvs fhall

doe his dutiebeft for the fafegard of Greece; you incom-

tnaundingand doing the office of a good captaine,and I in

counfclhng you and in executing your commandements.
Hereunto rhemiftodes anfwered : lamdifplcafed^fr//?/^fJin

this; that you haue fliewed your felfe a better man thanljbut

fidi the cafe ftandethfo, that the honor of breaking theyce is

due to you,for prouoking me to fo honourable and commen-
dable a contention : I wil (trainmy felfe hencefbrth,to outgo

you by good continuance.The enuie that was borne to Vcter

Sadenn GonfJcnnierof Florence, for the great credit and au-

thorise that he had in that citie,caufed thereturncoftheMe*
dices,and the viter ruine ofthe common-weale.
Now we mull coiifider what remedies th ere be,to defend

^eme<j«cs a
a man from this maladie , that a manmay not be cnuious,nor gainftenuy*
enuied.A s touchingthe firft, the curing therof isby the con :

traiie,that is to fay by being meeld,gentie,and charitable : for

he that loueth men,cannot enuie them. And that is the caufe

why we be commanded to loue our neighbor as our felues,to

the end we be not enuious againft: him , but rather glad when
he hath good Accede in his affairs . And(as S. Paule faith in

the 12 to the Romans, P.eioice with them that rcioice , and
Aveepe with them thatweepe; andbeare well in mind,that

cook doth more harme to the enuious man himfeife/har. to

S the
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thepartie whom he cnuieth,rfcmembringhow Salomon inthe

feucnteene ofthe Prbuerbs fafthyThat he which reioiceth at

another mans fall,lhal not be vnpunifhed.And in the four and
SWentith ofthe Proueib's he faith,Reioicc not whe thine ene-

my- hath :

a fall, neither be thou *lad that heftumbleth:leaft

perchance the Lord doe foe it and be difpleafed therat, and
turne away his wrath from him. If this be fpoken of enemies,

tvhatought we to do concerningfreinds?I will not alledgc the

infinit precepts and examples touched by DiuinesJ-will take

but the only example of the Heathen lAriftides, of whom I

*haue fpoken. When his enemie Tkemijhcles was baniihed,he

neither fpake ne did any thing to his preiudice or difaduatage,

neitherreioiced he anymore to fee his enemie in aduerfine,

Howro ef- tlianifhehadneuer enuiedhisprofperitie. Enuieisefchewed

chew enuy , or diminifhedby modeftie, as when a man that is praifed,cha-

lersgethnotfuch honour to himfclfe, butreferretfritouerto

thofe that praife him. Wherof we haue example inTirrhw,

who after many victories,when his men ofwar called himEa-

gle,! am (cjd. he)an eagle by your means, being cariedvp by

your knighthood and chiua< rie,as the eagle is caried yp by his

fethers: and fo. he caft back the honor and title to his men of

war.So alfodid Thilip abafe the praife that wasgiuen vnto him

for hisbeautie,his eloquence, and his good skil in huntingjfay-

ing,that the one belongedtowomcn,the other to fophifts,and

the third to (ponges . Otherfome doe attribute this anfwerto

his enemie Demoftbcnes.QQKiKaxwifeyAUxander for enforcing

men to worfliiphim, and to efteeme him as a god,t>egantobe

hated in his cnLrxvpt*4uguftus difallowing al fuch doings of

lexa»der,did the clean e contrarie. For when he was entred in-

to Rome in triumph, as lord of the who] e world in peaceable

poiTeflion,and onean a certaine comedie faid,Q good lord,and

euerymm turned that ward vnto *Au^y^fiartering him and

clapping theirhands forioy.-hegaueatoken prefently that he

liked not ofit , and the next morning made prohibkions,that

men fhould not vfe the terme of lord vnto him, neither per-

mitted he any naan,nonct euen his owne children,to call him
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by thatname,cith cr in left or ingood earncft.There is anoth cr

way to auoid enuie,which was praclifed by Dtrims the tirant;

which is,thatheaduanced a man that was wickedand hated

ofthe peoplerand when he was asked why hcdictfojbecaufc

(quoth he)I will haue a man in my realme, thatmay be more

hated than my felfe.C^r Borgia to auoid the enuicofhis cm-

clldeeds,did put the partic to death by whom he had execu-

ted the fame,to the end that the enme mould light vpon his

minilter,and die with him . For fuch is the diipofition ofthe

common people , that they can the better indure a hard

prince, when they hauevponwhom to difcharge their furit\

uilcibudcsio auoid the ouer great enuieof. thepeople,andto

turne afide the euil fpeeches that they had of him,did cutoff

the taile of a dog that he had bought very deere, and drauc

him through the citie,to the intent to bufie mensheads about

talke of his dog,and notabout other matters.For they that fee

their minds vpon fmall tilings, arc not fo enuious as they than

deale in »rcat matters.

,
CHAP. VI.

That Modefic or Meddna mlbtfcvneth 4$rince>tnd that

ouerjlatdinelfe is hurtjullvnto him.

Here is yet one vice more that maketft

a prince irkefome, and vneafie to bee

dclt with } and likewife one vertuc

thatmaketh him gentle and eafie to

be comne vnto : the one is Pride, and

the other isLowlinelTe or Humihtie.

Pride maketh himfower, waiward,

cholericke,ambitious,enuious, vnpa-

tient,hard to belccue counfcll,6tfullofvniufticcFor arrogan-

cic is a fpice of vniu{tice,exae~hng more honor at mens hands

than is due,whereupon rifeth the defpifing ofthem,as chrifo-

ftome hath very well noted vpon the fourth Pfalme of Dawd.

The othermaketh aman courteous, gentle, patient, andfree

S ij from
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Ptouerb.u. from all euilh Therforc humilitic maketh a man wife,& wif-

dome maketh a prince*to gouernehis people well. On the

contraries ptoft, nothing is fo much againft wifdome , as ouer-

weening is.For the proud man is fofarre in louc with himfelfe,

that he cannot in any wife endure any manto be equall with

him in vertue or power . And becaufe that cannot be $ needs

muft enuic lfluc out of that fpring . And becaufe he isofCo

fmall patience, and efteemeth none but himfelfe, the leaft

thing in the world fetteth him in a chollerj wheras the lowli-

minded man,hauing fmallopinion of himfelfe,and beholding

his owne infirmitie, is not fo eafilie in a chafe with his neigh-

bour, asfaithS. Chrifoftfitne in his Homilie of Failing. The
lowly is at reft both in bodie and mind , butthe proud man
hath no reft in neither of both. Andtherforeour Lord faith

thus,Learne ofme,for I am meekc and lowlie of heart , and

you fhall find reft vnto your foules . And among theblcfled-

neftes,he fetteth this formoftin S.VJ/4f£tfv,{aying, Blefledbe

thepoore in fpirit^that is to fay,the lowly minded,vntowhofe

Eraicr he hearkeneth.Ofwhom fhal I haue regard (faith he)

ut ofthe meek& lowlie ? Lowlines then is the root ofal ver-

tue, & pride is the ground ofall fin,as faith the Preacher :He
that holdeth ofit lhalbe filled with curfednes,& it fhal ouer-

throw him in the end.

S. 4u(tin in his fourth booke of the Gitie ofGod, calleth

"rfPridc

tl0n
Pr^ eja frowarc^^ or defire to be great

:
fo as we may define

pride to be a certaine ouer-loftineiie of mind,that maketh vs

to defpife euerie man,<Sc to efteemc none but our felues. This

fin cometh of felf-fbothing,6coftoo much felfeloue,as S/Pf-

ter hath noted ,in that he calleth theproudmBna Selfe-piea-

fer,becaufe he winch is inloue,is blinded inhimwhom helo-

ueth,as faith Plato inhisLaws:wherby it cometh to pa{Te,that

the man thatis in loue with himfelfe,thinking that he ought to

be more honored^han in truth heought,dcemeth euilofthat

that is righteous,good,& fajre.Therfore he that is defirous to

be*great(faith hejmuft not be in loue with himfelfe, but with

the thin» that is mft, whenfe foeuer itcome • This finne ma-
keth
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keth him to imagine his ignorance tobe wifdome: and when
wc will not forbeare to doe that vnto another, which we can-

not doejwe be conftrained to faile in doing it. And he conclu-

ded! inAie end , thatwe muft refraine from louing our felues

too rauch,& follow our betters without reftraint ofihame.Sd- God abhor-
lomon in the fifteenth ofthe Prouerb^faith that the Lord ab- rcth all iofti-

horreth all loftines ofheart ; and in the xv,That he breaketh ncs of heart,

downe the houfes ofth e proud.There is no health in th e houfc

ofthe proud,for the feede of fin is rooted in them. And in the

feuentcenth ofthe Prouerbs,Loftinesofhart(faith he)prelup-

pofeth a fall, but lowlines aridhumilitie goe before honor and

glone.And in the nine and twentith , the pride ofa man aba-

(eth him, but glory and honorfhall be heaped vpon the lowli-

minded. Andm the tenth of Ecclefiafticus, God hath caft

downe the fe;.ts of the proud , and in their fteads hath made
rhe mceke to fit in their rooms. God hath dried vp the roots

ofthe proud, and in their place hath planted the humble in

glone.And in the eighteenth Pfalm, Thou wilt let the lowly

hue in thy protection, & the fprings oftheprcfumptuousthou

wilt drie vp. On the contrane parr,the lowly and mceke lhall

inherit the earth, and without trouble they (hall haueall the

pleafurethatmancanget. And in the 40 Pfalme, BleiTed is

the man that makcth God his defence, and hath no regard of

the proud. King Lifoit the eleuenthfaid,That whe pride rode

foremoft , fhame and lofTe followed after . Efdrdf is (penally

commended tffxhc angeil, for his humbling of himfelfe as he
ought to doe, and for that hj deemed not himfelfe greatly

worthy to begloufied amorg the righteous. But as forthem

that haue walked ingi eat pride , they fhall hauc great ftore of

mifenes.The angell would not fuffer St. lohn to worlhip him,

faying that he was a feruant of God,as he was 5 and bearing in

mind that for th< viceofpndc the wicked angehfeii. St.Peter

did as much to Corm \m the Centurion, not fuftermg him to

kneele down before him . This vice commeth ofthe wantof whereof
judgment, that is to fa) , of the want ofknowing a mans felfe, pride comeA
andofthe wantofthc bearing in mind of the goodly precept

S iij written
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written inthe temple of Apollo at Delphos, whereof I Tiaue

fpokcnfooft afore. For as the great Mercarie fayth, The firft

difeafeof themindisforgctmlnefle. And the man-that for-

getteth himfelfe,is compared to the vnreafonable beafts, and

becommethlikethem
:>
asi?4»/Vfaithinthe48 Pfalme. The

prince therefore muft defcend into himfelfe, and know him-

felfe.Toknow himfelfeis to view the nature, as well ofhis bo-

dic as ofhisfoule,andtocofiderthat he is no better but man,

as Dmid faith.Forwhofoeuerknoweth what hee is,will be-

ware that he forget not himfelfe,and not fuflferJaimfelfe to be

call: into fin,the which Bun th c Borifthenit did rightlyaffirme

. to be a hinderanee to profit,and amore hindeiace to thefruits

Pndc a hinde- ofrighteoufnefle.Forifwe fpeake ofbecommingrighteous to
ranee to ahhe Godward,we cannot attaine thereto, butbyHumilitie. The

tcoufnefle'^"
^°^y neart an<^ repentantfoule,are an acceptab! e facrifice vn-

to God,as wknefleth vnto vs the parable of the Publicane,

who went home iuftified by humilitie,and for acknowledging

himfelfe a finner,inaccufing himfelfe to God, oftfhich accu-

fation enfewed immediatly reward , clean e contrarie to the

iudgements ofmen*whovpoh accufatioh and confefsion,doe

by and by giue death.And therfore thatwe may be iuftified,

vve be commanded to tell ourfinnes : andin old time (as Ma-
crobim teporteth)thepriefl: afore he made facrifice to his idols

confeffed thath e was a finner,and thereat began his ceremo-

nies,as we alfo doe in our religion*OurLord commaunded his

difciples to fay,thatwhen they had done ail manerof good,

theywrere vnprofitablefemants -

y
to the end they (hould not

fecmeto haueany truftin their good works . Wherewith a-

H- that wil be Sreet^ tne ^0<^rine °^^ato tne neathen Philofopher,Who-

good,muft be-
focuer (frith he)will be gcod,muft beleeue that hee is euill.

Iceoc himfelfe Mo expounding the lawes ofAffl/f/,which ordaine aboue all

to be euiii.
;

things, Thatmen Qiouldabftaine from Pride , telling vs that

it is only God that inablcth vstovttcrour power
4

jTaith that

he which hath receiued firength and power of Gods meere

gift,and bethinketh himfelfe oTthe weakenes that was in him
afore he enioied that grace,wilputaway that prowd ftomack,

and
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and yeeld thanks to him that is the caufe of his better ftate.

Now then, the mind that acknowledged the grace that is

giucn vnto h'im,is enemie to pride: whereasthe vnthankfullis

linked in with pride . Salmon forbids vs toiuitifie our felues

before the Lord,likewife ZuWmunnethto enter into iudge-

nientwith theLord/aiengthatnomanflialbeiuftified before

himjwhich is to be vnderllood oftrufring- to any other thing

than onlyGods mercie.Humble yourfelues(faith S.famej)u\

the prefenceofGod,and he will exalt you. And S.Teter
} Bc

ye apparelled with humilitie ; for God refifteth the prowd,

and giueth grace to the lowly. T/?/7* fayth, That the prowd The prowd

perfon prouoketh God to wrath . Alfo Mofcs giueth him no prouoketh

temporall pumlhmet, but referueth him to Gods iudgement j
Goii t0 wrat*,#

becaufePrideisafinneof thefoule , which is not feene and

perceiuedbutofGod.lfwe fpeakeof die righteoufnefle that

is to be vfed towards men,it is hardfora prince to app-ie him-

felfe thercto,vnlefle he be humble. Forthis vertue maketh a

prince meeke,rendie to hearepoore mensrequefts,and to doe

themreafon
;
and loath togbe eare to flatterers and tale-bea-

rers j it skorncth not any man , but maketh account both of

pooreand rich.behauingitfelte louingly and gently towards

Dothjgiuingeafie accede vnto either of them, lob among his

complaints protclleth that he neuer deipifed the iudgement

of lus feruants,were they manor woman, but efteemed of

them as of himfelfc . But hec that is too high- minded,wili

licare none but flatterers and tale-bearers-, hee rcgardeth no
counfell,he defpifeth thepoore,he difdaineth euery man, and

cafily taketh leaue to do wrong and iniurie , according to this

faieng of Dauid , The froward are fet on fire through their

pridejtotrouble the lowly that maketh finall account ofhim-

felfe.Tobe Oioit, hee is full of vainglorie, enuie,and trouble,

according vnto this faieng of Salomon
, Among the prowd

there is alway debate . Tlato in his Lawes fayth,That hee

which is prowd of his riches 6c honour,& burnetii with a glo-

riengin himfelfe as though he needed no prince orguide,bea-

ring himfelfe on hand that heeis able enough of himfelfe,

S iiij is
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is by and by forfakenof God,and fo left , and then finding as

veriefooles as himfelfe, hee triumpheth and turmoil eth all

er things,feemingvnto many not to be a man to be delpifed. But
within a while after, being punifhed by Gods hid ludgement,

heouerthroweth hhnfelfe,his houfe,and his wholecommon-
weale.Alfo there is another fpiceofpride,whe yoongmende-
fpifetheir clders,& beleeue not their coucell.For itisayoong

mans dutie ( faith CV^o in his bookeof Duties) to yeeld ho-

nor to hisauntients , which thing was inuiolably obferuedin

./Egypt and Lacedemon,wheivpon rofe theprouerbjtwould

doe a man good to be old in Sparta.Of thefaid vice fpringeth

j

U
" the difobedience of fome yoong folkes to their fathers and

mothers, contrarieto M ofes precept , which commaundeth

the honouring of the father and mother , with promife of re-

ward.In the temple of Eieufo, th ere were but three precepts

fet downe to be read of all men j the firfr concerned the prai-

fingofGodjthefecond the honoring offather& motherland

the third, the forbearing to eat flerti . And ( as Cicero faith in

his Duties ) youth is firft of all to be enioyned modeftie and

kindnelTe towards their father and mothcr.Tlato in his fourth

booke of Lawes, doth inhonor fuch-as feeke to pleafe God in

two things : firlt in worfhippingGod with praiers& faenfices,

and fecondly in honoring their father and mother .And he

faith,Th at the child ought to beleeue, that all that euer hee

hath belongeth tothofe that bred, and brought him vp, fo as

he ought to luccour them with al his-goods,whether they be

of fortune,ofthe bodie,or of themind , and to recompence

them in their old age,for the things which they haue endured

for them in their yonger years,& to be fhort,that they ought

to yeeld them reuerence both in word and dced,nnd to giue

place vnto them mail their doings both in word and deed,

and to thinke that a father is not an rie without a caufe, when
he perceiueth that his fonne doth him wrong. Generally we
may well fay, That all difobedienjte and all mif-behamor

commeth of pride, as S. lehn chrifofiome witnefleth in his 4$
Homilie,and S.^ \tfpeakii^oi tiie rich man,who was dan>

ned
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ned for taking too much delight in his riches and braueappa-

rcll,and for his defpifingofthepoorc. Salomon in the 17 ofthe

Proucrbs, faicli ; That proud, froward, and skornfull, are the

names oflnm thatdealeth arrogantlie with anger.For bloud-

ihed is in the report ofth e proud,and their curfe is greeuous to

heare/aith Eec V/^/?/^.AsforAmbition,no doubt but it pro- AmWtron
- cecdethofPnde,foritis nothing elfe but a defiretobegreat, fpnngcthof

and to be had in honor. Pride

lAntome the meeke faid , It was vnofsible for that man to

gouerne a countrie well , which was atteinted with pride and

ambition . My meaningis not in fpeakingofpride and ambiti^

oiijto take from a yoong man th c defire of honour, and a vcr-

tuous emulation that may make him to glone anddelightin

his wel-doing. For (as faith Tbeopbrafl by the reportof Tlu~

tarch in the life of .^/j)vertues doe bud and flourifh in that

age,and take the deeper root for the praifes that are giuen vn~

to them : proceeding flill in growing andincreafing, after the

xneafure of the growing of their care and courage.Butwher-

as too much is dangerous ofltfelfe in all other things • itis mofl:

peftilent and dvr<idlie,in the ambition ofthofe that put them-

felucs 111 the man iging oi publike affaires.Wefee how kAUx^

4^^r/ambiti6/vroughttiieniineof all Alia- 6c for one xAUx-

ander thatmade profit or his ambition(howbeitwith the lode

of his reputation among all good men ) inflnitnumbers were

brought to tumCytePompejyL afar^CraJftts^ Marine , and others

innumerable. Ttrrbus might haue bin a great prince, ifhe had

not bin too ambitious , audit had bin better for him to hauc

credited the counfellof '."V»M*,who being defirous to haue di-

uerted him from his voiage into Itahe,asked himto whatpur-

pofe that fo far voiage lhuld ierue him for the getting ofone

cuie ? Whcrv nto he aufwered,Thatfi6 Tarent he would go

to Rome. And when you hauetaken Rome ( quoth tineas)

what will you doe then ? Wewiii goe to Sicihe, anfwered

pirrhtu.And when wc haue done with Sicihe , whether (hall

wee then ? Wee will to Carthage, faid Pirrbus . And when
Carthage v> become yours, what will you doe then ? I will

make.
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make my felfc (quoth he) lord of all Greece. And when we
haue doneal this,what lhal we do afterward. The wil wcrcit
our feIues(qd.P/rr/;w)& make good cheer.And what letteth

(quoth tineas) thatwe ihould not fal prefently to this making
of good cheere,(Tth we haue inough wherwith to do it.Prin-

ces therfore muft notonly beware of ambition, but alfo with-

draw themfelues from all ambitious perfons . For they bene-

Pride ana
Uer^s^- And as VintArch faith in the life of SilU , Pride

Ambition n?- an^ ambition are two vices that neuer wex old , and are very
uer grow old. daungerous to aftate, like as it is daungerous to faile in a

fhip,vvhere the pilots be at ftrife who fhall gouerne it.

Ambition is neuer without quarrelling, for euerie man fals

toheauing at other, andfeekstotake his fellowes place :As
forexample^w/^ to take LucHllufsis,Marms to take MeteU

tufa , and Stlla to heaue out a/Whj 5 vntiilinthe end they

Bnuicproccc- brought the (late to ruine . As for Enuie^no doubt but it pro-

dcth of pride, ceedeth of pride , as ^Alexander fliewed very well who
would needs be theperfecleft of all men, and was forie that

his father did fo many goodly exploits , efteeming it as a be-

rcauing him ofoccafion to purchafe himfelfe reputation.Hee
Would not that Ur'tfotle mould publiihthe books that he had

taught him,to the end that he himfelfe might palTe.all others

in skill and in feats of war. Nowasprideisdiefeftandgrea-

teft finne,foaKo commonly it feeketh not any other than the

moft excellent"things,be itin vertue,in profpentie,in richeSjOr

Sdlrtarie
in dlSnlti5- And therfore 5W*/?faid,That pride is the ordina-

nce ofelhtes, rv V1CC ofnobiHtiejand cLudUn^Ihztix. cometh ordinarily in

profperitie.Foraduerfitie,pouertie,and fickenelle, dolightlie

cut ofTthe occafions ofarrogancie,and there is nothing worfe

than a poore ma that is proud,as Salomon faith in his Prouerbs,

Darius the father of JZerxesfojA • That aduerfities and trou-

bles make a man the wifer. sAntigorw feeing himfelfe ficklie,

commended hisfickenefle,faying ; that it had done him great

good
,
by teaching him not to aduance himfelfe aboue mea-

fure,coniidering hisinfirmitie . It is no fmall benefit, when a

fouli difcafe dnueth away a great. And therfore Damdho^
fteth
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fteth in the 119 Pfalme, That God had done him a great

goodturnc in bringing him low. And alittle after, Afore t

was afflicted ( faith he ) I went aftray , but now I keepe thy

word 5 now lord I acknowledge that thy iudgemcnts areiuft,

6c that thou haft humbled me ofvery loue,thatis tofay,thou

haft afflicted me to a good end.And in the 1 3 1 Pfalm,Lord I

am not high-minded,I haue no loftie looks,! haucnotdeltin

things that are greater and more wonderfullthan becometh

inc. Secondly,the vertuous and wife are more aflailcd with

pride , than are the vicious, and the painfull more than the

idle.And therfore S. Tattle faid,That God had giuen him an-

angel ofSatans to buffet him,leaft he fhuld be puffed vp with-

his reuelations. For the mifchiefe ofpride comes of oucrful-

nefle . And as S.Iohn chnfoftome faith in his homilie of Hu-
militie, Like as too much eating ingendreth an inflammation

of humors in ourbodies , which inflammation breedeth the

ague,and ofthe ague often commeth death : euen fp is it with

pnde,which commeth not but of too much eafe,& too much
welfare.The fame authorin the fame place faith, That other

p f^
vices ftealevpon vs,when we be idle and negligent, but this tcth good

vicepreffeth&aflaulteth vswhe we be doing good.And like mcn,an<Uuch.

astheythatintend togoevpon a cord, doe by and by fall and asaiebcftoc-

breakctheirneckeSjif theirflghtgoe aftray ncuerfolittle,{b
cu^lc *

they that walke in this life,doe caft themfelues downe head-

long outof hand, if they take not great heed to themfelues.

For the way of this cordis without all comparifon far more
narrow & ftrcight out than the other, for fomuch as it moun-
teth vpvnto heauen,andtheiforeitisthcmore danger to flip

or to mitfe footing, becaufe the fearc is woonderfull to

them that are mounted fo high , whereofthere isbutonely

one remedic , which is , ncuer to lookc downeward , for

feare of dazeling . Hee maketh yet one other goodlie

fimilitude, faying, That like as Sea-rouerspaiTc not to af-

faile merchants when they fet out of the hauen to fetch

merchandife, but when they come loaden home : fowhen
tiicmxfchicuous enemie feeth our fhip full ofprecious ftone^

of.
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of all forts of godlincfle , then doth he bend all his force to
PnJc fttp- light vs of our treafurc,to finke vs in the hauens mouth,and to

«T diction,
leaue vs ftarke naked vpon th e ftrond . And as faith S.

broft in his epiftle which h e writeth to th e virgin Demetrias,

Satan watcheth to call: in a collup ofpride,in place of our de-

uotion. And hee findethnota better occafion to tempt vs,

than by our vermes, which are the caufe why webe ofgood
right commended.

After thatmaner befell it to ofias king of Iuda, a good

man , for in the end his heart wa«; puffed vp , and he would

needs offer facriflce to God,whervpon enfued that hewas by
and by punifhed with a leprofie. Through pride& ouerwee-

ning Datfun,C<>r*e and ^bmn^ raoued fedition againfr Mefcs,

and would needs be equall with bini,but the earth(wallowed

them vp quicke. Herodtaking pleafure in the flatterie of the

people,which faid , That his words were the voice ofGod
and not of man,was eaten vp of lice $ fo odious is that vice vn-

to God. Thereof it commeth that it is faid, not that God
forfaketh the proud, but that he refifteth them 5 tofhew

that he will fight againft them with his power, fo greatly

doth heabhorre that vice, according to this laying of the

Pfalmift, Thou didft call: them downewh en they aduanced

themfelues. ^/jg/V/feemeth to approch hereunto, when he

faith, That they which humble themfelues are to be pardo-

Cod wii hau
^onec^ an<^ tnat tne PfoUc^ arc t0 ^c encountered andiubdu-

none to be

1

* °^^or as Herodotus faith , God will not haue any other than

great but himfelfe to report ormake himfelfe great.The proud man ne-

Juroldfc. uer efcapcth vnpunifhed (faith Seneca) and whenfoeuer yee

fee any man praife himfelfe out of meafure, and more than is

due vnto him,yee may allure your felfe,(faith Euripides) that

Gods vengeance folioweth hard at hand.Fr^r</faith,That

Tkilip kingof France, and Uhn his fonne , and the prince of

Wales,lolt Gwyen by their ouer-haughtinefle,and that king

C^y/^irecouered itbygentleneiTc,bounti{ulnefle,and humi-

litie . jDanid was proud of the multitude of his people , but

God to humble him;
bereft him of a great part of them, and

made
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made him to vnderftandin good time, thathee was offen-

ded therat,to the intent to fet him inright courfe agame, and

to reform e him afore his fall were growne too great .And for The way t<i

as much as it is hard to be railed out ofibfoule a'fall,becaufe ^p^
1

^
the proud man wil not acknowledge it,it ftandeth vs on hand

tofecke all means to keepe vs from it . S.TMa/egiueth vs an

excellent onjc in his Epiftle to the Philippians,where he faith,

That we mufi go through with the worke of our faluation in

feare and tremb!ing,bccaufe it is God that worketh in vs,and

therforethe more good we doe , the more caufe haue we to

ftand in fear.And S. Peter in hisfirft epiftle,giueth vs the fearc

of God for aremedic,Whenany man fp'eaketh (faith he) let

himfpeake as the words of God, that God may be honored

and glorified.

Thefecondmeane to keepe vs from this vice, istomake

little account of our felues , and to humble ourfelues when
webeaduancedto dignitie, according to Cittm precept in

his Duties,and to the principle of theGofpell, which faith,

That he which humblcth himfelfe,mall be exalted, and hee

that exalteth himfelfe fliall be brought low . And in Ecclejta-

it is faid r The greater that thou art, the more fee thou

that thou humble thy fclfe in all things, and thou flialtfind

fauour at Gods hand. Wherfore we muft take humilitie for a Humilitic or

bit,andfor a bridle to tame this ouer-weening of ours, and to
^birorl'

fubduevstorcafon, as many heathen princes could well skill ^idlc agam ft

to doe. WhenT*^// p fpake more loftihe after the winning of ouer wee-

abattell tlranhe was wont to doe afore, one willed him to nmg,tofub».

meafurehisfhadow, and he liquid find that it was no greater

after the battelJ,thanit was afore. This faying caufed him to

humble himfelfe fo well, that thenceforth hefpake not more
loftily than he had bin wont to doe, giuingone ofthe grooms

of his chamber charge to put him in remebrance euene mor~

ning,thathe was a man. For there is none fo infolent ( faith

Tlutarc > ) as he that is carried away with an opinion of being

happie.And as faith Cm cUrdine
3men haue not a greater ene-

mic than ouergreat profperitiejfor it maketh them vnpatienr,

foil
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full of loofeneflTe , bold to doc euili , and dcfirous to trouble

their owne welfare by attempting new deuifes. Efaminondas

perceknng himfelfeto befomewhat attoo much eafe after

the batteli ofLewlfra,and fomwhat the prouder for Co good-
lie a vi&orie, came forth the next morning homelie apparel-

led,and as it were in fome griefe . And when it was demaun-
dedof him, WherofthatfadneiTe proceeded? hefaid, He
had no caufe ofheauinefle , but did it becaufe he had bin too

well plcafed the day afore , and theifore intended to chaffife

and moderate the intemperance of his ioy by that meanes.

There are manie that do now adaies as Epammondas did, and

are outwardlie modeft , but inwardly they burne with ambi-

tion and defire ofglorie.For that vice is not difcouered alon-

lie by the outward pomp and brauery $ it lurketh within in an
f>n<lc lo^geth hyp0crltim ancj ambitious mind.Arid fuch arethey that affeel:

feemc r^.odeii
theglotieand elfrmation ofrnodeft, religious,& honeO men,

anct meeke. who haue none otherreward at Gods hand, than that which

theygaineof the world, which is very (mall , forintheend

they be noted for fuch as they be indeed . And therfore

nid reputcth him to be bleffed , in whofe heart there dwel-

leth no fiypoenfie, nor any point of deceit. Inthe time of

sAUxmdtrjkiz world did wonderouffy commend the fruga-

litie of ntipttter
ywho led a ftoure life, without any delicat-

neiTe ofmeatand drinkeor apparell . But Alexander faidof

him,That outwardly he was clad all in white , and inwardly

all in purple • meaning that it was but a counteifait kind of

{paring,and that-within he was ful ofambition.Ofwhich fort

alio was D ogenes, who vfing a (freight kind of life , as much
for oftentationsfake, as for loue ofvertue , did wafli himfelfc

often with cold\vater inwintertime : wherof whenfolke ha-

iling pitie^ .defiredhim to vfenofuch hardnelle any more;

TLro Haid vnto them,Ii ye will haue pitie vpon him, go your

way fro him.For h e faw that he did it not fo much fcr loue of

vertue,as to be famous amog thepeople.Likewife at another

time he verie well encountered him when he trcde vpon

pLroes beds which were finely decked > for diuers menof
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1

good calling to take their refection at . For when Diogenes

vaunted himfelfe to tread VUtoes pride vnder foot : you doc

(o indeed (quoth Vlat<?)but with another greater pride; mea-

ning that Diogenes had more pride and prefumption in his

poucrtre,thanT>/4fo hadin his wealth. Thefame Tlato be-

holding one day a brauc Rhodianpafsing br , cried out ; O
what a vanitie and pride is here . And anon after feeing

another come like an hypocrite in a verie fimple Philofo*

phers robe , Behold here ( quoth he ) another kind of pride,

for he knew that the Philofopher burned with ambition vn-

der his habit.Aifo he faid, That pride was like a gilt armour,

the which is faire without and farre otherwife within. Euen Co

theprowd perfon carieth a good countenance, though hee

haue no good at all within him,for it is nothing but vanity and

meereioilie . And as Socrates faid, like as an emptic bladder Pndeis U- v
feemeth great when it is puffed vp with wind, lb fooles are bladder

puffed vp with nothing but opinion, neither can they agree
tc'^

)] o:

with any but with flatterers, as Terence fheweth vs in his Go-
medie entituled the Eunuch,vnderthe perfon of Tlorafo. And
ifthere happen any of the to be a man of valour, as there are

fomc,that only vice hindereth all their welldoing.VluUrch in

the life ofCorioLne, faith , That the proud and itcurc nature

of (r<?r/W4/7f,wasthe caufcof his mine, notwithftanding that

therwithail he was one of theabfoluteft mcnof all theRo-
mancsfor wheras pride ofitfelfe is odious to all men, furely

when it is matched with amibition,then becommeth itmuch
more fauage and vntollerable. p/?/7<? faith,that the proud man xhe proud

is like to himthatisficke ofthe falling fickneiTe, who is alto- manrelem-

^ether vnfetledin his countenance and in all his 2;e(lures and Wethhim
°

. -
. r ',; that is fickc

f • • u , 1 1 f,. CM \
of the failing

1 he preiumpmous opinion that To»p*y had 01 himfelfe, eu ili,

furmounted thereach of hisreafon
5
by means wherof for-

getting the heed that hee was wont to take in ftanding vpon
hisguard, whereby he hadalwaies aflured' his-profpentie

afore, hee changed it into rafhand bold braucne. ,G'miter

Brenne hauing conquered the greateil part of thekingdome
01 >. of
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of Naples , and holding Diepddan Almane befieged within

Sarne,happenedt6betakeninafaliethat Dtepold made out

vpon a defperateaduenture,and being prifoner was vfed cour-

teoufly by Dtepold J Who hauing caufed him to thinke vpon
the curing of his wounds, would haue fent him home againe,

and haue put the kingdome into his hands . But Gaulter ha-

uing too lordly a heart,anfwered, that there was not fo great

abenefit,nor fo great an honour , that he would receme at

the hands offo bafe a perfon as he was:with which words Dt-

^o/u being prouoked to wrath, thrcatned him that hemould
repent it.Whcrvpon Gaulter fell intofuch afurie

;that he ope-

ned his wounds,drew his bowels out of his bellie , and with-

in foure daies after died for very moode. Had hee beene

lowlie-minded , hisimpruonment had profited him, and he
had gotten a faithful! feruitorof Diefold , who would haue
made the kingdoms of Naples fure vnto him, wheras now
through his pafsing pride , he loft both kingdome and life.

The fruits cf ^tfms °fArragon dealt not fo, for when he was prifoner, he

Humiiicie. did Co much by hisgentienefleand humilitie , that he made
his enemies to loue him,and prattifcd with them in fuch fort,

that they helped him to wintherealmeof Naples. Tax/lies

gained more at Alexanders hand by his humilitie, than hee

could haue conquered in all his life , with all his forces and

men ofarms.And yet notwithftanding his humbling of him-

felfe vnto Alexander , was after abraue and princelie maner,

fomoning him to the combatwith fuch words as thefe: lfyou

be a lefler lord than I,fufferme to do e yougood -

y
If you be a

greater lord than I,doe by me as I do by you.Well then (cjd.

K/ilex4nder)\ve muft come to the encounter, and fee who fhal

win his companion to do himgood : and therwithalimbracing

him in his arms with all gentlenefle and courtefie , in fteed of

taking his kingdome from him,as he had done from others,he

increafed his dominion. Herod by humbling himfelfe before

j,faued and increafed his kingdome . Tlutarch faith,

That Ttrrhn$ could verie well skill to humble himfelfe tow-

ards great men , and chac his Co doing helped him verie much
to
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to the conqueft of his kingdome . LoU the eleuentri

, king of
France led Ac countie of Charrolois with fo fweete and low-

ly words , that he got the thing by humilitie,which he could

neuer hauc obtained otherwife,andby that means,woundhim-

felfe from all his enemies, and fetled his ftate in reft and tran-

quilitie, which had bin in great hazard, ifhe had vfed braaery

towards him . The lowlines of*Ariflidcs did maruellous great

feruicc , to the obtainmcnt ofthe victorie which the Greeks

had ofthe Perfians,at fuch time as he agreed to the opinion of

M$ltiUes,and willingly yeelded him the foueraigncauthority

of commanding the armie : For there were many captaineSj

which had euery man his day to command the whole armie
as generalsjbut when it came to ^riftides turne,hc ycelded his

preheminence into the hands ofMiltudes , thereby teaching

his other companions, that to fubmit a mans felfe .to the wifeft

and to obay them,is not only not reprochfull, but alfo whole-

fome and honorable; after whofe example,all the reftfubmit-

ted themfelues to Milttades hkewife.I told you in the chapter

going afore,how he fubmitted himfclfe to TbemiJiocUs his ene-

mie tor the profit of Greece.And I wil fay yet further ofhim,

thatbeeing fent with Ctmon to make war againft the Perfians,

both ofthem behaued themfelues gently and gracioully to-

ward the Greeks that were their allies:on the other fide,P*«-

/4«/^and the reft of the captains ofLacedemon, which hail

the fouerainc charge ofthe whole armie,were rough and rigo-

rus to the confederate people. In doing wherofhe bereft the

Lacedemonians by little and little, of the principalitie of

Greccc,not by force ofarms , but by good difcretion and wife

demeanor. Forasthegoodnesof iAriftide$
3 and thegentlenes

andmeekenes ofC/w^,madethegouernmentofthe Atheni-
ans well liked ofthe other nations ofGreece^fo th e couetouf-

nes,arrogancie and pride ofT4hfa:iia<
)ni2.dc it to be the more

dcfired.S./^ cbnfiflcmhith in his nine and thirtith homilie,
To ^2UC ho~

That honoris not to be had,butby flying from it. For ifwe ^ u ft^ee froul

feeke after it,it fleeth from vs,and when we fleefrom it,it fol- it.

loweth vs. And as Salomon faith -in thexviij ofthe Prouerbs,

V
:

\ T The
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The heart is puffed vp againft a fall, and lowlines goeth afore*

glory.Not without great reafon therfbre is pride efteemed the

greateft ofall vices , and humilitic fet formoft among all the

vcrtues . And as S. xAuft'm faith in his thirteenth booke ofthe

citie of God, For as much as theglonfiengand exalting of a

mans felfe refufeth to be fubieel: vnto God $ it falleth away
from him,aboue whom there is not any thing higherrbut hu-

militicmaketh aman fubieel:- to his fuperior. Now there is no-

thing higher than God, and therfore humilitie exaiteth men,

becaufe it maketh them fubieel: vnto God . And as S.chrifom

fiom faith, It is the mother,the root,and the good ofall goods.

The Centurio was efteemed worthy to receiiie the Loid,be-

caufe he protefted himfelfe to be vnworthie. And S./Wwho
counted not himfelfe worthy the name ofan Apoftle,wasthe

cheefeofall the Apoftles . S.Iobn who thoughtnot himfelfe

worthy to vntie the Lords llioes, laid his hand vpon his head

to baptifehimAndS. Peterwho praied the Lord to depart far

from him wretched finner,was a foundation ofthe church.For

there is not a more acceptable thing vnto God, than to mu-
jfter a mans felfe among the greateft finners.Herebywe fee the

profit that is gotten ofthe fmall efteemingof a mans felfe.For

the lelTe a man efteemeth himfelfe,the more is he efteemed
j

firftofGod,and fecondly of men. Alfowe fee that ordinarily,

the lowly prince is loued ofeuery man,and the proud is hated

ofall.And therfore let fuch ashaue thegouernmentofyoong

princes,teach them cheefly among other thingsto be lowly

and courteous towards all men; as knowingby experience,that

nothingwinneth mens hearts fo much as humilitie, which kil-

leth vainglorie,Infolencie
>
,Impatiencie, Enuie,Ambition,and

all manner ofvices.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VII

Of TdYtitudeydianckyVroxvcfte^or H*rdinefie:dnd

of Fcarftdneffeor Cowardimefc.

Et vs come to the third cardinall vertue,

which the learned call Fortitude, Prowes,

or ValiantneiTe, the which the Poet Be*

mer (aid to be the only morall vertue that ^!!^^
a

hath as it were falies andoutmouings infpi-p^

red into it ot God, and certaine furors that

cane a man outof himfclfe. This vertue is moregenerallie

followed ofprinces,than nrr/ ofthe other, as we hauefeenein

^le.VAJiJer, Pirr **.', IJawhLaH, T^mpry, lulins CtefarJ hemipe-

ties , sAlcihudes , and manic others , who were not fo curious

of other virtues , as painfull to e\'ce!l in Prowcfle and
greatnclTe of mind . dccr§ in his Tufculane queftions fayth, A definition

tliat valeantnefle or Prowcfle , is a sJcill to endure ; or an af-
°f 1>r°wcflc.

fection of the mind Gtlic difpoCcd to fuftaine aduerfitie ; or

elfe a certaine ftable or ftedfaft purpofe , to vndertakeor

rcpulfe the things that feeme to be drcadfull . Tlato in the

fourth booke of his Commonwealc,bringethin5Wrfrfj,faying

thus 5 I fay that Prowefle is a certaine faftholding. gUhcm.
What maner of faftholding ? Socrates. Of the opinion

which a man hath concerned by trainement and education,

whereby he mdgeth of things terrible . Glaticws . And after

what fort flialwe call a man valeant ? Socrates. Whe the force

of his choller or anger is fo ruled , that he continueth

rcfolute in his opinion betweene pleafure and griefe, not

deeming otherwife of that which wee call terrible or not

terrible , than reafon willeth him. <Ariflotle faith, It is the T^

dune ofProwelTe to be vtterlie vndifmaied with the feare ptowci

of deatli , to be conftant in fuffcring aduerfitie , to be void

of dread of danger, to chufetather for to die with honour,

T ij than

c dutic c
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than to liue with difhonour,or to be conquered in battell.At a

word , it is the dutie of prowelTe, to be vnafraid of any
dangers , which reafon lheweth that we ought not to feare.

Three forts Cicero in his Duties fetteth downe three forts of Prow-
of Proweirc. effe : the firft confifteth in not fearing anything ; the fecond,

in not making accountof worldlic things 5 and the third, in

beleeuing that there is not anieaduerfitie,whichamanisnot

ableto endure.The fame author in his firft bookeoftheends

of good and bad,faith , That the' ftrong-hearted and high-

minded man,is free from ail care and griefe
3
confidenngthat

hedefpifeth death, and is fo fully refolued concerning for-

rowes, that healway beareth a mind, that the greateft mife-

ries are ended by death, the fmallefl: haue euer fome relcafe,

and the meaner fort we ouer-mafter, eitherinduringthemif

they be tollerablc,or patiently pafsing out of this life as from

a ftage^ if they be vntollerable. Which pafsing out of this

life, wee muftfo vnderfhnd, as it mull: be without hading

our owne end. For ( as Plato faith ) weemuft not depart

hence, without th e commaundement ofour captein generall,

It istio point that hath fet vs in ward . And to kill a mans felfe to a-

of Prowdfc uoid pouertie , loue , or trouble , is not the properric ofa no-
te kil a nuns D] cm& ftout courage , but of a bale , fearfull, and cowardly
lelfctoekhue

j^ qn.

jiriflQue /k 8 . The Lacedemonians were aboue all things trained vp to

Moral, valiantnes,and had but three principal! precepts,the firft to o-

bay magiftratSjthe fecond to endure trauel,<3c the third to get

Appendant, the vpper hand irt battell,or elfe to die. Vpon ProwelTe doe
of Prowc/Tc. depend, trauelI,refolution,ftrength,boldiie(Te^magnanimitie,

confidence , and fufferance . Not without caufe doe we put
Of Trauell. traue ll into proweiTe,for as Diogenes faid,No trauell is praife-

worrhie,whichtendeth not to mngnanimitie,andfuch trauell

is to bee vnderftood, as well of mind, as ot bodic : For in

ftrength(faith s>>crates)md in prowelTe,theregoeth a mouing

both of bodie and mind.And comonly all good'eapteins haue

putthefelu^sto trauelas much as was pofsible,botti withbo-

dy and mind,as we read of Alexander^ho ofa great courage

rowed
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rowed o:ierAvaters, fcaled towns 5andput himfclfeforemoft in

perils and pains-taking. Tirrhii^Hunmlxi!, SerUrim,.and Iidms

C tfdr did the hke,and to did many emperors alfo,who flicked

not to march fiue or fix 1 cngues on foot with- their'armies^put

tlicmfelues into the water vp to the knees to pafle a-large mar-

rifh ofa two or three leagues on w, ate of the fame bread that

their ibuldiers ft d;endured hunger and thirft\ and 11ept vpon

the hard ground,as 1 haue faid-Ueffofore.

Next 1 fay,that R'efbhrtion ivfecjmfit irta man of proweiTe OfRefolucio.

and valor: for the veryfublknce ofprowes,rs toberefolut.For

rclblutenes kcepeth a man from wauering, fo as hauingdeter-

miiutl v fet honor and vertue before him as his marke to moot
at,he feareth not any impediment that may c'rolTe him. teonu

dxs choferatherto die with three hundred men whom he had

all refolute to die with him^th an to abandon the place which

he had taken to keepe, notwithllanding that he was furehs

fhouldbeouerlaid withforce : And when one (aid vnto him;

the funne was hidden with the fhotof the Peru\ai*s$ So much
the better for vs(quoth he)for then Jh.dl we fight with them •

in the fhadow. One asked of+slfk how many Lacedemonians-

he had to the wars $ Enow (quoth he)to chafe away the wic-

ked.A ! fo h c faid ol them,Th a 1 1 ! 1 ey d emanded not howma-
nie their enemies were, but where they were. Sceun a lew ha-

iling long time defended cuery man, atthe laff aitcrmuch

daughter by him made, abjde ilill hairing his cics fi:opped,his

li cadjhis armes , and his thighesbrokenjandfeiheild ffriken

through in fix fcore places. 1 fee no refoh;tenes comparable to

theM ichaoees, who to mamtaine their lawes,offered them-

felues to all perils, and in the end rebelling againfl: ^ntiochusy

did with threethoufand men difcom&forty thoufand. Like-

wife Eleufat thinking to kill the king, whom hetocketo hauc

bin him that was mounted vpon the greateit Elephant,ope-

ned the throng, and did fo much that he killed the Elephant,,

and died himfetfe vnder him.And India MAchabtm chofe ra-

ther to die than to flee in battel!, though he had but few men
in compaiifohof his enemiesLikewife Jonatb^ the third bro-

T ,
ther,
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ther, termed hisarmie being broken, and carried away the
vittorie. The Chriftian martyrs were refolute to die, rather
than to doe facnfice to idols : and with that refolution they
endured death \ and all maner of torments with wonderfuil

•©Wjftjli^ s*r;i n
v

' v,. 'rrwbLiu^SS
©F Strength. Strength alfoisneedfull to prowefTe , fo as it behoueth

good courage to be accompanied with ftrength, that it may
put in exccutionthat valeancieandnoblenes ofheart, srfnti-

y?/^jfaid,Thataman ought to will al the goodm the wor'd
to his enemies , failing only prowefTe : becaufeall his godds
fiiould come one day to him that rsvaleaut. Andwhenfoeuer
hefawabraue dame,and well appareled, he was wont to goto
hir husband , and to pray him to fhew him his horfes and ar-

mor : and ifhe found them good and well prouided hefaid no

ro^rcto the woman : but if he were not well horfed and well

armed, he would defire him to take from hir all liir goodly

jewels ,for fearcleaft they became a pray vnto fome other,for

wantofa man to defend them.

Of Boldncfo. Likewife Boldnes is neceflarie to proweffe . And doth in

fome fort refemble it. Neuerthelefle as faith Vluurch in his

TwtdgcrMy there is a difference betweene proweffe and bold-

nes . For ordinarily euery man of proweffe is bold , but euery

ThecifFercncc bold manis not valcant andful ofprowefle.For boldneflemay
of Boldnofe come by art, byfurie, or by choler :but proweffe cornmetb of
and i-rowel e.

g00{j ec}ucatlon , ancj Gfa certaine inwoiking fecret force and

£oodnes ofna**n?e. Cats feeing his fwoi d falne anion:?; his ene-

mies, tooke it vp a^aine as boldly and conftantly, as it his ene-

mies had not ben ther? . We call this a Boldnes, hovvbeitnot

limply a boldn- s, but rather a proweffe , becatife it had ben a

fhame for him co haue left his xwoui to his enemie. So then,

there was. a caufe of this boldnes 5 otherwife it, had ben but

rafhnes. Likewife the deed that xebat de la A/arch did at the

ioumie of Nouara,was fiiltofyertuous Boldnes accompanied

with proweffe and natural! kindne-; : for his fatherly aneftjpn

r' made him co en^er bardie, but with one fquacjrjyj of

horfemen^ntv the thickeil oi' the Suitzers that had ai;v:;die
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gotten the viclorie,to faue his two Tonnes Floran^e and lamus

captains ofche Lanceknights,who lay fore wounded vpon the
ground, where he fought with iiich furie , that the Suitzcrs

themfeluesmaruelled greatly that hee could recouer them
aliue out oflb great danger, lulm Cafar perceiuing the'Ner-

ui.m?,thatis to fay,thepeopleofTurney,to haue the better
(

i.caught a buckler out of a fouldiers hand that began to

quaile,and taking his place, did fuch feats of arms, that all

his armietooke courage againc, and 2>ot the vittone . The
fame Ccfar fee: r,g his lhndard-beaier readie to flie, caught

himby thethrote,;indfhewed him the enemies,faieng,Whe-
ther wilt thou ?Behold,thefe bee the enemies with whome
We hauetodeale. Andhedidfo wellby hisBoldnelTe, vale-

antncile and words,that he woon the victorie . And in that

cafe boldneffe was needfuil . When citus the yoonger was

about togiue battell , cUarcbus counfelled him to hold him-*

felfc behind the Macedonians 5 What fay you cleardus, qd.

Cyrm , would you haue me to (ecke a kingdome,and to make
mvfetfc vnwortlucofit ? To put a mans felfe in peril 1 to no

«rpofe>israfhboldiielTe : but if need require, a man mull: noc

e^aid,and he th Jt is notl'o afraid, is deemed both bold and

Valiant. And as Tlato faydjn his defence of Socrates , the

man thatisvaleant and full of prowelTe, is without fcare.So

that they are in an error, which fay that prowelTe is a mode-

rating of feare. As for Magnanimitic, it is the felfe fame vali-

antneflc which hath refpeft to nothingbut vertuc, as (ball be

declared hereafter.

A< touching Confidence,itis annexed to valeantnes , and OfConfi<?

vittone doth often depend theron. For the beginning of con-

q-iefl: is an alTunngofa mans felfe that hefhal conquer,as P/tf-

tarcb faith m the hte of Ttemifiodes . Wee haue feene with

what confidence ^ilexander went to make war againfi: X>rf-

tih6 hauing but a handfull ofmen in companfon of him- «X-
ge/iLiHs hauingbuttenthoufandmen,not only defended the

Lacedemonians,butalfo willinglymade war vppn the king of

Perlla . As Hmmbdl flood looking vpon the great and

T lii) . braue
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braue armie ofthe Romanes, at the battel! of Carinas-, one

G^ofaidvntohim, That it was a wonderous thing tofeefo

many men^It is yet much more woonderfuli ( anfwered Han*
mball ) that in ail that great, hoft there is not one like vn-

to thee . This confidentncfle made the Carthagincnfes

the more allured, when they faw their Generall take fo

great skorne , and fo little regard of the Romane armie.

Therefore it is neither rafhnefle to bee confident, norprow-

efleto thruft a mansfelfe into peril 1 without caufe, afterthc

manner of that Lacedemonian which bad lcuer to oucr-t

throw his armie through his rafli bjldnetfeand vam-glorie,

than to fhun the battell ; not confjdering that in loo/ing

himfelfc ,• heloft a great number of his countrimen , whom
Scif'iu would haue held fo deere , that hee would rather

haue fauedoneof them, than haue ducom&ed a dioufand

CgfitfttjKL;:' 01 friirl fefli^01:«;p-^Vj ^Sh^^^^^U^
Paulas Emiliu j being readieto giue battell to Per!}w

s re-

tired his people without doing any thing , and lodged them
in his campc, the which he.had fortified. And when ScL

fto Nafta and other yoong noble men oi Rome, dcilred

him to makeno delay ; I would make none ( quoth b£.j if

I were of your age : but the vi&ories that I haucgottenin

time paft by deliberation, haue taught me the faults that

are committed by fuch as are vanquifhed, and doe forbid

metogoe fo hotly toaflaile an hoft, readie ranged and fee

in orderof battell, afore lhauerefted my people that are but

newly arriued . Pmc/mieuer hazarded armie where he faw

great doubt,or apparent likelihod ofdanger.And he thought

them no goodcapteins which had gottengreat victories by

aduenturmg ouer-far,but was wont to fay,That ifnone other

than he did lead them to the (laughter, they mould abideim-

mortall.Vpon a time when hefaw the Athenians defirous to

fight with the Lacedemonians whatfoeuer penll cameof if,

for wafting their territorie
^
Whentrees(cjuoth he ) be crop-

ped or cut downe
, they grow again withina while after : but

when men are once loft,it is vnpofsible to recouer them.

Alfo
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Alfo in prowelTe there is Suilerance , and as FfAwinondas Of Sufe.

laid , To beare with things in matters of Rate , is a fpice of

prowefTe. For it behoueth oftentimes to put vpiniuries, and
ri°in"7r^"re

to heare mis-fpeeches of himfelfe, without making account is a • oinr 0f \

of them, which is thepropertieof Magminimitic, as 1 mail ProvvefTe.

declare hereafter. Infomuch that the goodly precept of £fir
{ferns,which cominaundeth to bearcaud forbeare,isto be vn-

derftood of nothing elfe than ValiantneiTe , meaning that

men mutt beare aduerfities with a confront mind, and prince-

ly courage,notfuffering themfelues to be difmaied by them,

or to be corrupted by profperitie. And for as much as this Prowcficor

vertue doth ordinarily follow difficult things , becaufe great yaliamncflc

things will not bee had without srreat danger, ( as faith Hero-
,s ™cft P10

-

t > iii r n t: -\r 1
per to war.

darns) and the daunger of war isgreateit : we attribute Vali-

antneilc chiefly to chiualne and warre , as wherin the conceit

of death is greeted. For commonly we conceiue not death why \lc con-

fomuch when webefick,becauiethemifchiefeishiddenmor ce *t of death

when we be in peril on thefea , becaufe by the touching of f

s
£ re3t" in

. V i t i i
battel tham

the water, wefecle not the mconucmence that commcth
ot jlcr ^

by the touch or the fword in the maiming of our members,

which caufeth vs to conceiue the violentnelTe ofdeath fo

much the more, as it lieth invsto auoid it by flight . Where-
vponit commethtopaiTe, that few men refoluethemfelues

to die the death that Ireth in them to efch ew.But fuch as re-

folue themfelues to it, do get themfelues great l*anor and re-

putation among men.
When one demaunded of s/tgeftUiu , What was the

way to atchieue honour? hee anfwercd, To make norec-

konin • of .death. For he that is afraid to die,can doe nothing

vvortlueof praife. This veitueisthemeane betweenereare-

fulnetfeand fooi-hardinelTe; font rcpre(Tethfcare,and mod e-

ratethboldn«:fle. Trueitis.thatitishardertorellrainefeare,
j t j s ca£cr to

than tomodcrat boldnefie . For to abide daunger, time and brick bolJ-

cuftome be recjuifit for the enduring of the inconuenience: ^cfle.rhan to

but when a thing is to be aduentur.d vpon,itisdonc vponthe
reflramfcare'

fodaine,and with a fpeedmeiie , the which is eafier to be mo-
derated

in

aces.
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WherinPro. derated than feare . Therefore the (late of ProweflTe con/I-

chiSy^confift
^et^ c ^lie^ in tnc con^empt of greefe and death

. And
' thatman is counted a man ofnobie courage,which when an

honed: or honourable death is offered vnto him, is nothing

afraid of it. But for to put a mans felfe in daunger vpon a

brunt of forrow or anger, cannot ( as faith *Ariftotle ) bee
*

•
. . counted valiantneiTe . Fearefulnefle is the contrarieto vali-

oo of Fearful-
antnc(le,and a corruption of thelawfulliudgement, concer-

ned, ning the things that are to be feared , or not feared 5 or ra-

ther an ignorance of that which is to be feared, or notfea-

red. ..4n(iotle [afch,lt is a vice of the couragiouspart , where-

through, a man trembleth for feareof danger, fpecially of

death, beleeumgthat itis more commendable to fauehfe,

by any maner of means, than to die honeftlie . And as Oath

EcclejiajlictMjLike as chaffe and duft in the aire cannot (land

againft the force of wind, fo a cowardly heart in the conceit

of a foole,cannot ftand again!! the violence of feare. Gene-

rally we feare ail that is euill,forfeareisan expectation of e-

uill,as of pouertiejficknelTe, and fuch other things ; whereof

we be afraid,becaufeof their hurtful ncfle. The bold man is

cleane contrarie to the fearfull,for he is not afraid, neither of
The dittc- death,nor any other thing.He doth not ofier,but rather caft

twecne the va
himfeif headlog into danger,aforcdanger comc,& oft-times

]:.:nt and the in danger he is laiic36c repenteth him that he hath caft him-»

fcoh-hardie. felfe into ir» But the man of prowefle is cold afore he vnder-

taketh, but ready and iharp? in doing& vndertaking.Which
thing ( imtididti declareth fitly and elegantly infaying thus,

This we haue aboue all others^that not only we be hardie,but

alfo we deliberate of the things wheh we be to take in hand,

wheras others are bold through ignorance,and lafie and flow

to vndertake.by reafon of their vncertain con'ultations . Bur

thofe men are aboue all ethers raoft excellent , who hauing

foreconfidcred both thegoodandtheeuill, the pleafureaud

the difpleafure , doe not for ail that fhnnke awayfrom dan-

ger. OnatimeoneprJi(edinCd.^wprefence,a ralh-hardie

man for a valiantman ofwar^whervnto Cato anfwered, There
> was
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was great odswhether aman madegreat accountof vertue,or

none account at all of his life : efteeming thole men to be of

noble courage, not which deipifed their life without purpofe,

but rather which made fo great accountof vertue, that in

refpeftof that, they palled not for life. At what time Fpd-

pii?i$ndas befieged Sparta , and was gotten by force into the

towne,a certame Lacedemonian named l/ada*, being not on-,

ly vnrurnilhed of armor to defend him , but alfoof apparell,

came annointedall ouer his bodie with oile, as one readie to

wreftle , and holding in the one band his Partiianc , and in

his other a fword, went and thruft himfclfe into the piefle

of them that fought,laying about him,and beating downeail

his enemies that he found afore him, and yet was neuer

Woudedhimfelfe. Afterward the Ephories gaue him a crown A rotable

in honor of ins prowefle, but they amerced him by 6c by at a i"<keroent of

fine ofan hundred crowns,for being forafhas to hazard him- l *v
*
Lacc<ic"

felfe m the peril oi batteI,without armor to defend him.C^- *

r

to in his Duties futh,That we mult not (hew cur felues cow-

ardly for feare or danger,andyet we muft refraine from thru-

ihng our felues into danger 5 but ifnecefsitie require, we muft

not make account of death.And therfore when the Lacede-

monians were afrajd, lead: fome hurt might befall them, for

refilling to take part with kingP/> lip,Danmidas faid vnto the,

Yce halfe men , what harme can befall vs , which paffc

not for death ? According to fome men, there are feuen forts c
n }orrsof

of valiantnefle, which we may rathertearme Vifors ofvali-
p r

.owjflc Pt
antncflc. For theyhaue a refcmblance of proweile , but if vatamneile.

ye pluckc off their masks , ye lhall find them an other thing

than they feemed,Thefirft fort is termed ciuiI,whichiS when
a man hazardeth himfelffor the honor,dilljonor,& penalties

fet downc by the laws,vnto fuch as mis-behaue themfelucs m
ivar,or otherwife.This fort hath more likelihood tha the reft, The feare of

becaufe the feare of tranlgrefsing thelawes, is a certame trar. fgre&jjig

kind of prowefle. And asT/^^rr/? faithinthehfeof ^4w\ Jfvc$,is,a ;
,

7 11 » cm 1 rr u tond ct prow-
It teemv»tn thatthe men oroldtmie.tookeproweiieto be not

c^ g

an Vtter priuatlbnoi feare, but rather a feare of blame and

reprocii,
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reproch, and a dread ofdifhonour, becailfe that commonly

they that are moft afraid to tranfgrcfle lawes, arefafelt when
they be to encounter with the enemie. And they that (land

not in feare, to haue any reproch , arc not careful! to endure

any aduerfiries.

.Prowcffe is 3 Socrates faid^T hatProweffe is a skiU,and that many are not
skill. noble-minded.for wantof knowing what it is . For this caufc

lawes are vene needfull to feteuerie.maninhisdutie, but

they cannot make a coward hardie , no more than the puni-

fhingof lewdmenby laws,canmake all mm good. But they

hold all men to their duties, foas good men hate fin for ver-

tues fake,and euil men are warie to offend for feare ofpunifh-

ment 3 but no whit doth that change their diftofitibrt vnto e-

uilL A!fo the law may enforce a fearful I man to aduenture,

but it difchargeth him not of his inclination . And as

there b e foni e bodi es ftronger th an otherfom e,fo alfo be fome

minds flronger by nature to endure cafualties, thanother-

fome.

Anotherkind is called SlauiOi, which is,when neither for

STourth" honour, nor for dillionour, but fornecefsities fake, a man be-

booke of ihc commerhcouragious , For necefsitie maketh euen cowards

do.np and couragious,(as-faith Salufoor elfe for feare of pumfhment, as

fayings of w jien luhan the emperour in a battell againft the Perfians,

flewtenne of the firfl that ran away, toreitraine the reft

from doingthehke. For that punilh ment compel led them
to fight whether they would or no. And & illiamXonque-
rour, duke oi Normandie, who caufed his fhipsto bee fet

on fire, as fooneas he was landed in Eng ! and, to take from

his people all other hope of fafetie, than only 10 the fovord.

For the greatefl rneaneor* fifety> is to bee out of hope of

fafetie.

AccnftoroeJ- Thethirdfortis called Warlike, which is , when we fee-

fmjfevnto pe- men of warthat a"re expert in aims, doedeeds thatfeeraeto
r:Si, n^:crh be of hardirielTe,tofuch as haue not the experience 5 and yet
th?ii to fee*

theyfaile not to retire when they fee the danger. And that

' bsnot. alio cannot be called Valiantnefle, no more than uureners

can
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can be called Valiant , for they being accuftorried to tern- in his

pefts, doelcffe fearc them than doth the man of greateft
Q̂̂

C

magnanimitie in the world : and furely no man is ignorant but

that a man ofmagnanimitiemay die at the fea without feare,

not after the maner of mariners.

The fourth is called Furious , when a man fighteth vpon
hatred,choler,orpaf5ion. Info doing he feemethcouragious, -

becaufc (as lArijlotU faith ) Choller is a great ipurre to pricke

onefoorth to danger
j
yetnotwithftanding he is not fo : for as

(bone as his rage isouer,he beginneth to wexlafie,and is wil-

ling to be gone at the lealhntreatance that can be.Now then, ^ r'Mie in

it is no va 1 uncie to put a mans felfe into danger , when heis ^[^j^
fpurred with forrowor anger. Likewife the foole-hardie fee^ Sorrow and

meth of great courage though he be notfo, becaufe heeput- Anger make

teth himlelfe foorth to danger without caufe. But men ought ™ el
V
to -ezme

in all things todeale by reafon : for that which is done with
Tar lc*

rcafon , is wel-befeemingand commended of all men, and

that which is doneothcrwife.is blamed. Such as difcernenot

good from euill,thinke a man to be ofgreat courage, becaufc

he feemeth fo , whereas indeed it is cither rafhnes, follie, or

rage,that mafceth him to feeme fo:as we read of Corio

I

3
who

when he wascodemnedofthepcople,fhewednot any greefe

and that (as Guth Tluttrth ) was not through any driftor>per-

fuafion of reafon , or through any calmeneile of difpofinon,

that made him to beare his mis-fortune patiently and meeld-

ly, but through a vehement defpight , and defire of reuenge,

which carriedhim fo forcibiiq away , that he fcemcd mot to-

fcele his owne mifcrierthe which the common people fuppofe
^^a

§
rnant©'

not to be forrow,though it befo in deed.For when fuch griefe
t

j*" t&

is fet on fire,then turneth it into defpight,and then forgoeth it balcnefic of a

the bafcnellejlaiiueflejandfaintnefle which is naturall vnto it, Jafie and Ian-

And therfore as he that hath afeuer , feemeth full of heat* ^j}
10

?
fo hee that is choliericke feemeth as though a m/ins mind

werepuft out, and made greater and larger by his being in

fuch difpofition.The fifth kind is called'Cutlomarie, which is

when a man hath alwaksbin woontto cucr-comc, andnc-

l$nui~ uer
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lier bin foiled, fucJi aiftomableneiTe maketh him to goethe
more boldly to the encounter.Butifhe found refiftance,theh

Would he flie as well as other men , for want of refolute pur-

pofe in valiantnefle. The fixt fort is called Beaftlie,which is,

when a man goeth like a beaft to find his enemie , not think-

ing him to be couragious , and that he will make refinance a-

gainft him , whereby it may befall him as I haue faid ofthe

other. The feuenth fort is called Vertuous, which is the true

and only kind of Prowefle,as when a man warreth or putteth

himfelfein danger,not by constraint, nor vpon choller, expe-

rience, orignorance,butbecaufeit is expedient and behoofful

in reafon to be done . As for example ,a prince muft notmake
warre, vnleffe it bee iuft, and for the benefit of his realme,

or for the tuition and defence thereof, and of his fubiecls,

and not vpon ignorance, or for Ambition, ordefire of re-

uenge.

CHAP. VIII.

Of {JMagn<tnimitiet

Agranimitie approcheth vntoProw-

erte and Valiantnefle, but yet it hath

fome thing greaterAnd like as mag-

nificence being nothing elfe than li-

beralkieis notwithftandins; counted

a greater thins; , -euen fo is it with

Magnanimitie, which ought to bee

prop er& peculiar to princes who fee

h'u^hcraa
their minds,or at lead wife ought to fettheirminds, on none

"of
'

but great matters.For as Demofihmts faith , it is a hard matter

great matters, pr them that fet their minds vponbafethihgs, to haue a high

oughc not to
ancj ^0]j fpiric

}

or for rh eirj tliat {iaue tr) e managing of great

Saft afTaires,tomindthefmall things.Eorfuch as thertate ofaman

things. is, fuchishismind* <Alexanderby reafonof his valiant and

hardic
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hardie courage > thought nothing to be impregnable , nor

any thing too llrong for a firme andrefolute mind.Wherfore

being about to aflailea place that was impregnable , hee dc-

maunded what courage the captaine was of,that was within it.

And whenhe vnderifood , that he was the verieft coward of

the world,that is well forvs quoth he, for that place is alwais

to be woon,which is held by a faint-hearted coward. And in

vene deed he woon the place,by putting the keeper therofin

feare. U:::J? k on r, ioii; ccj ?i .

Now then, Magnanimitie is a certaine excellence ofcou* Hefiniti-

ra^e , which aiming at honour, directeth all his doings ther? cnof Magna-
te *

. p » t' 1

vnto, and fpeciailv vnto vertue,as the thing that is elteemed "m - ltlc«

the efficient caufe of honour ; in rclpeft whero£ it doth all

things that arc vertuous and honourable,with a braue and ex-

cellent courage , and difierethirom valiantnefleor prowefle, Thediffercncc

mthat prowclle refpecleth chiefly the perils of warre , and
p
£twc™e

an£j
magnanimitie refpecleth honour. Infomuch that Magnani- ^g^^nky
mine is an ornament vnto all vertues , becaufc the deeds of

vertue,beworthie of honour, the which are put in execution

by MagnanimitieAs for example,when it is faid,Thaticbe-

lon<reth not to a man of Ma2:nanimirie to doe wrons; ; tlusis

a vertuous and iuft deed, which bhngeth honour to the man
of iMagnanimitie,andthcrfore we fa)',ThatMagnanimitie is

an ornament to all vertues,becaufe it raaketh them the grea-

ter, in that the honor wheron the nobleminded man fettctli

his eye,furmounteth all things.

But yet in this do Magnanimitie and prowefle agree, that

both ofthe are void of feare,6c defpife death,greefc,penl,and

danger, not furfermg themfelues to be ouer-weighed by prof,

peritie or aduerfme. Cicero in the fift of his Tufculane quefti-

ons,faith , That if a man bend himfelfe to defpife the things

that are commonly had in eftimation, as ftrcngth ,
beautie,

health,rich es,and honor,ckregardeth not their contraries -

y
he

may go with his head vpright ,& make his boaft,that neither

thefrowardnes of fortune,nor theopinionofthe comonpeo-

ple,nor forrovv^nor pouertie , fhall be able to put turn in feare,

but
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but all things arc in his hand, and nothing is out of hispowen
And in his firft bookc of Duties,We deemeit (faith he ) tfTfc

part of a noble courage ancla conftant mind , to be fofirme

and ftable through the working of reafon, as to make no rec-

koning of the things which other men eftcemc to be goodlie

and excellent ; and to beare the things infuch fort which
feeme hard and bitter, as hefwaruenot fromtheitatc ofna-

ture , and from the dignitic which a wife man ought to hauec

minded°m*an
anc^ c^at *r * s t^ie ?01ttto^a nobleminded& conftantman,not

is doc truSicd t0De drfmaiedwith aduerfitie,noi to fhrinke a whit from the

either with place where he ftandeth,nor to ftep afide from reafon . For it

proffentic or
^s a token of lighroefle , not tobeableto beare aduerfitie , as

fitic

adKCr
" we^ as ?I0fyemic- tne cotrane part, it is a goodly thingto

keepeone felfe-famemanerof dealing inall a mans life, yea

and euen one felfe-fame countenance.

The magnanimitie and conftancie of ^iriftides was fo

grcat,thatforalithe honor thatwas done vntohim,he wasnc-

uer high-minded,nor for any reie&ion , putting backe,or re-

buke,was neuer difcouraged or troubled. Mete'ttus hauing on-

ly,ofa greatnumberof fenators,refufcdvpon perillof his life,

to be fwornetoawicked law that was proclaimed by Satur-

nin6 a tribune of the people:faid vnto his friends tha/t. accom-

panied him,That to doe euill, was too eaficand to6 loitering

a thing; and that todo well,whereno danger is, was too com-

mon a thins; : but to doe 2;ood where danger is, that was the

propcrtie of a man of honour and vertue . cicere in thefecond

bookeof his Orator,faith, It is a great commendation to en-

dure aduerfitie wifely , and not to be difcouraged by mis-for-

^ tune,but to hold a mans felfe vpright,and to reteine his digni-

- uL» ^cm the time of diftrelTe.For there is not a thins;more befee-
a iotcie cou- o
xaec in ad- ming a noble minded man , than to be of great courage and
nerntle is a loftiein aduerfitie, the which would lll-beieeme hira in prof-
noble minded

pcririe. And asTlntarch faith , like as they that walke with a

ftateiie gate, are accounted vain-glorious , and yet notwith-

ftanding, thatmanerof marching is allowed and commen-

ded in them that goe tobattelkeuen fo he that aduanceth his

mind
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mmdinaduerfitie, is deemed to be of excellentand vauan- Abraueporr

quifhable courage , ashauinga braueport and flout counte- anJftout

nance to encounter aduerfitie, which in ptofperitie would ill ^naduc^m
befecmc him.For we reade that he which is ofgreat courage, tommcna.
defpifeth and maketh none account of all that may befall to ble,but in

man,ne eftecmeth any worldly thing incomparifonof him-
commenda^"

fclfe. They therefore that are endued with a grearand loftie D ic .

courage,are alwaies happie,as who doe know that all the tur-

moilings of fortune ; and all the changes of matters and

times, are light and weake when they come to encounter a-

gainft vertue.Magnjnimitie ornoblcmindednesis themcane Noblemin-

betweene bacemindednes and oucrloftines.For he that appli- <*edncfle the

eth himfelfe to great things , is called noblemindcd 5 and he ^enc?!'
that dareth notaduenture vpon them, is called baceminded. hartednes or

Likewife he that aduentureth vponallthings,thoughhecan Baceminded-

doc nothing anght,is cabled foolehardy . The nobleminded "cs
>
and Foot-

man aduaceth not himfelfe forhonor,riches,orproiperity,nei-
ar mcs '

ther maketh he thegreater account ofhimfelffor themjifhc

fall from his degree or loofe his goods , he ftoopeth not for it$

for he is vpheld with a certain force& Itoutnes of mind. Con-
trariwife,the baceminded or faintharted man, becommeth
wonderful ly vainglorious ofeuery little peece ofgood fortune

or aduauncementthat befalleth him, and at euery little lofle

that betideth him , he fhrinketh and is call: downe like an ab-

iec"t,asifhc had loft al, becaufchehath not the force ofmind,

tobeare his fortune either good or bad. Thefoolehardie is of

the fame ftamp,fauing that without reafon,he aduentureth vp-

on the things which the other dareth not vndertake. The no- Tbe nobkmin

bleminded man hath fix properties : thcfiifl is, that he thru-
dl

fteth not himfelfe into perils ralhly and for (mall trifles,but

for great matters,whereof hemay hauc great honor and profit.

As for example , .Alexander liked not to haue the honor of

winning the wager at the gainings ofOlimpus , becaufe there

were no kings to encounter with him . This came ofa noble

and princely mind. But when he-was to go? to the aflaultofa

tOvvne,or to giue batteihhe was euer one ofthe foremoff.The

V fecond

properties.
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fecond propertie of the nobleminded , is to reward vcrtuou

$

perfons,and fuchashaueimploied themfelues in his feruice.

Wheruntoakingoughtto haueagood eie
3
asl hauefaidinthe

title ofrighteoulnes.The third propertie ofthe nobleminded,

is to do but Jittle,and not to hazard hisfelfeat all times. For a

man cannot do great things eadly and often . The fourth pro-

perty^ to be foothfaft, and to hate lying and all the appurte -

nances thcrof
3
asflatterers

3
talebearers,and fuch others,which

oughttobeodious^moftcheeflyvntoprinces^vhorhouldbea

rule to other men, as I haue faid alreadie in fpeaking oftruth,

and thai fpeake againe hereafter in difcouifing ofvntruth.The

fifth property ofthe noblemindcd,is that lie is no great craucr

nor no great borowerjafluring himfelfthat nothing is fo deerly

baught,as that which is gotten by intreatance. Wherefore as

for the emperors that hild out their hands at their court gates,

to receiueprefents and newyearsgiftsfrfthe people:they were

fo far offfrom being princely minded,that they were ratherto

be efteemed inferior to rogues and beggars and al fuch like raf-

cals.The fixt propertie ofthe riobleminded,is that hepafTeth

not whether he be praifed or difpraifed/o long as he himfelfe

do well : of which fortwas Fabw Maxima,who regarded not

to be called a coward , but went forward continually with his

platform oftheouerthrowingofBannO/al, without giuinghim

battell or hazarding any thing, Pericles
} what outcries loeuer

men made vponhim/orbarenot togo vntothemultitude,but

did like the good pilot of ajliip > which giueth order.forall

things in the fliip, without flaying at the teares and fhriekings

ofthepaiTengerSjtonnenting themfelues with the terrorofthe

Magnanimity ftorm.For magnanimitie co(ifteth >.not only in defpifing death,
paffeth nut but alfo in not regarding the vaine difcourfes and turmoiles,of

inol's"

12 tUr
" ûc^ a5 vnderftand not what the matters meane.In which be-

liaife Pampey made agreatfault,when he yeeided fo eafily to

go tobatteUkafl: he mould difpleafe the yoong captains ofhis

army,and had leuer contrarie to his own determniation^to ha-

zard the victorywhich was as good as lure vnto him withou

0roke fh iking,than pacietly to here the wrogful railings tha

were call forth againft him. CHAP
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CHAP. IX

That Diligence is reqtujitm matters offtaft.

Orasmuch as valeantnesorprowefleconv

meth of a conftant mind that is ready to

aduenture without regard of danger, and

magnanimitie fpareth not it felfe in any

thing , fo honormay enfue , ne regardeth

what men fay or doe, fo fhe may compafle

hir affairs , forthe attainingwhercunto flic

foibeareth not any pains : me thinks it is reafonable to treat

here,ofthatbraunch of ProwefTeand magnanimitie,whichis

called Diligece,a vertue very wel befeeming a prince,as with-

out the which he cannot raignc happily.And as Xemfbon faith

in hisfirft booke oftheTramemntof Cyrus, It is agreeable to

reafon,that fuch fhould profpcr in their affairs,as arc skilfull in

them,andbe diligent in going forward with them, rather than

they that are ignorant and ilouthfulL And a little after he A prince

fliouldpaffe

his /ubiectsift

diligence,

fayth, That a prince ought toindeuor topafTe his fubiecls,

not in floth and idlenes, but in difcretion and diligence,

vlnttrcb fayth,Thatas water corrupteth that is notrefored

to : fo the life of idle folke is corrupted and marred by floth-

fulncs,becaufe none are helped by them . Thucididts xtyox*-

teth lAlcibUdes to haue faid , That a citie giuen to idlenes

did marre and corrupt of it felfe $ but did vphold and amend
it fell in experience of many thingsby keeping it felfocciipied

vvithdiuers wars.We fee ordinanly,that fuch as haue giuen o-

ucr themfelues in idlenes, haue had ill fuccefle in their affairs:

ofwhich fort was Gd/Z^who faid that no man was to yceld ac-

count of his idlenes, contraric to the chrifhau doc~trine,which

teachcth vs thatwe mult yeeld account of all our idle words,

and that we muft put forth our talent to profit, vncler paine of

punifhmet,6c aifo cotrane to the law of Pr^which punifhed

V i) idle
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In doing no- idle folke with death. For(as the men of old umefaid)Indo-

karne^o^do''
*nS ft(>tn^rtS»

tncn learneto doe euill.And as Eccle/tafticm faith,

cuill.
" Irenes teacheth manie euill things . And therefore xAmafis

king of/Egipt,commanded all men to giiie a reckoning dailie

oftheir daies labors. And Solon ordained that the high court

ofiAreopagus, fhouldhaue authoritie and ch arge to enquire

whereof euery man liued, and to punifh thofe whom they

An armi-
found idle and vn-occupied. AndCamlyfes forbad Cyrm aboue

muft not be all things,to fuffer his arraie to be idle.Vpon a time one asked

fuifercd to be Dpnifms, whether he were at leifure and had nothing to do ?

idle. God forbid(cjUoth he) that euer that mould befall me ; thin-

king it to be a foule and lhameful thing to be vnoccupied.And

Scifu faid he was neuer leffe alone, than when he was alone

:

becaufe that when he was alone, he bufied himfelfe as well as

when he was in the fenat.Amono the sreat affairs wherewith

.Alexander was occupied,he wouldnow and then take fome re-

creationjbut during thofe weightie affairs , there was neither

feaff,uor banket,nor play,nor marriage, nor any other paftime

The diligence that he would flay vpon./#//#r C*far obtainedmany vittories

offulm Cx- by his diligence,iufuch wife that he amafed the Carnuts,that

had reuolted from him . For he pafTed the mountaines with

fuchfpeed, that hee was in their countne with his armie,in

fhorter time tlian a melTenger could haue bin , and began to

wafte the countne out ofhand , afore they had any tidings of

his comming : Wherewith,and withfome lofle that they had

receiucd in a battell y his enemies werefo difmaid,thatinthe

end they fubmktedthemfelues to his will.And as he was dili-

gent in war,fo was he not idle inthe citieibut was occupiedin

pleafuring hisfremds, in doing iufhce.to eucry man,and 11? or-

dering the affairs of the ifate with great fpeed and skill 5 in

fomuch that hee did bring the yeare into that order which

we haue at this day , and was about to haue fet the ciuili

Law in order of arr,

Albeit that the lord ofChaulraont had but few men, yet if

he hadgonefpeedily to the befiegingofBolonia,accordmg to

his former deliberation , hee had brought the Pope to fuch
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a pinch,that he had driucn him to make peace,bccaufe there

were but few people within the town.But by his ouerflow fet-
T^ fiTwI^

ting forth to'thcfiege,he loft the oportunitie,for in the mean fbolu a°maL
time there came in fufficient force to encounter him/Cotrari- bufincfle,

mttyMin'leur de Feix,by his hardines and diligence,did with-

in fifteenc dayes compellthearmieof the Churchmen and of

the Spaniards, todiflodge from before Bolona, difcomfitcd

IoknTatilc Baillon , with part of the Venetian companies in

Campaine,and recouered Brefle by force of armes , where

eight thoufandmen were put to the fword, and the reft were

made prifoners. W/ wasnotonelie diligent,butalfo a de-

fpiferofallpleafures. Traian and Adrian werefo diligent and

skilrull in warre matters, that they knew the account oftheir

legions , and called the moft part of theirmen ofwarre by

their names, the which they did (b precifely , leaft vagabund

ftrangersfhould intermeddle themfelues,with them that were

Romans born.And they permitted not any man,which could

not good skill to handle his weapon and to fight.

EpAtninondas ncucr gaue himfelfeany refpit from dealing

in matters ofthe ftatc,faying that he watched for his countri-

mens fakes, to the intent that they might make good chcarc

attheireafc while hetrauelled for them. <#<»»*rfayth,That

itbecommeth not aman ofgouernment,and fuch a one as is to

commaund manic, to lleepc the whole night. For too much of ouermuch

fleepmgisafpiceofidicnefle, according to this faying of Sa- fiecpe.

lemon in his Prouerbcs , Sloathfttlnejfe caafeth fleepe to come.

WhereofvUto fpeaketh after this maner, Ouermuch fleepe

is notgood,neitherfor thebodienor fortheminde,norforthe

doingofanybufinelTejandthathethat isalleepe, is as a dead

man. Wherefore whofoeuer will bee wife, and well aduifed,

muft wake as much as he can,and take no more fleepe than is

requifit for his health. For ouermuch fleepingfeedcth vice,

as Cato faythin his pairesofverfes. Salomon in the twentith of

his Proucrbsfayth, Delight notin fleepe, leaft thou become
poore,but open thine eyes that thou mayeft hauefoyzon of

foodAnd in the 2 3.chap, he faith, Thatouermuch lleeping

V iij maketh
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maketh a mantogoc inraggedclothes.lrorthefe confideratt

ons the king ofPerfia caufed agroome ofhis chamber to wa-
ken him cueric day,and to bid him arife and intend to the af-

faires ofhis realme, as I haue faid heretofore. Therefore the

Prince that is wel aduifed, will notgiue himfelfe toouermuch

fleeping,norlhut vp himfelfe in a corner to do nothing, like

to Damitian^vho tooke pleafurc in pricking flies to death, nor

I

call: offall affairs to thruftout the timebythefhoulders.For

they that will disburden themfelues of their affairs , haue

commonly, more to do than they would haue . And as the

Afolitarie life Greekes faid in their common prouerbe,^^*/rf 5that is to fay,

is ail oqc with The life that is without honour , or rather the life that is

Pe »
s elendge and folitarie,is all one with the painfull life , becaufe

irou am
.

t|iac t j^e^ w }1jc ]:i t l-iinKe t0 hue without paine alone by them-

felues,are more troubled to defend themfelues/tom the wic-

ked whichbe not afraidofthem, and therefore do vex them,

than thofe which folowingfome trade,do trauel for die com-

mon weaie.And as faith Tkucidides , The reft that a man ta-

keth through negligence,is more hurtful to a man than labor-

fome toile . T h at was th e caufe , why Darius would needs

plunge the Babylonians into all maner ofidlcnefte , that they
' A policlc of might not haue the heart to rcbell afterward. The fame poli-

tic vfed Cmcnjio diminifh the force and power ofhis allies,by

grantrngthem whacfoeuerthey required.After thatthe Per-

fians were driuen out ofGreece , the allies ot the Athenians

ceafed not to contribut both men andmony,towards the ma-

king ofnew warres , ana the maintenance of an armie on the

fea,wherof in the end they waxedweariej& cofidering with

themfelues that the Perfians troubled them not , would not

furnifh them any longer with men and mips : well were they

contented to pay monie for their fines 5 but the Athenian

captainesinforced them thereunto, and condemned them at

greatfinesifthey failed, The which dealing made thedcrni-*

nionofAthens to become hatcfiill to their allies, But when
Cimon cametotliegouerningof the ftate,he tooke the cleane

comrade way. Tor he did not compell or inforce anic man-

to



Of Diligence: *9f
to the warres , but was contented to take momeand emptic

fhips offuch aslifted not to feme in theirowne peribns:and he

hked well of it that they fhouldwax lafie and grow out of

kind,by the allurements of reft at home in their houfes^andof

good men ofvvarre,to letthem become labourers, merchant-

men,and husband-men.And in their ftead, he caufed a good

number ofthe Athenians to go into their gallies, inhardening

them with trauell ofcontinuall voiages.Infomuch that within

fliort time after, theybecame lords of thofe that had waged

and intertained them,healin°; themfelues at their coft.And in

the end they made thofe ro be theirfubiefts and tributaries,

which at the beginning had bin theirfellowesand allies. The Suc^ as w*re

like hath come to pafle of dmerfc captains that feruedin the

campe, and had the leading ofarmies: forintheend,of Cap- end mace the

tains they hauc made themfelues dukes, kings, and emperors, klues Dukes,

as reffafian^nA other emperors without number. Tamerlane King$
» & Em-

king ofTartzxSyOtkcman king of Turks , Sfcrft duke of Mil-
thcir'diligccc

Ian, andother great lords whom it would be too long to num-
ber.iVrr* and many others haue by their wickednesand negli-

gence loft their empires. Strdtnapahts by his lafinefle, loft the

kingdome ofAflyria. So long as the kings ofFrance fuffered

their affairs to be managed by others than themfelues, they

were lefte cftcemed than an im3ge,furelyno more than liked

the mafter oftheir Palace to aliowthe, who at length draue

out the kings without gainfaying, as men ofnone account and

vnprofitable.Forit was the opiuionofali men,that thofe were

vnwortliicto raigne and to commaund men. which were the-

felues inferior to women,and by their vnweeldines had made
tliemfeluesveriefotsandbeafts.Foras /jnacharfis faich,Idle- Sl ;gg]|2infi$ i

netfe and fluggiflineiTe are cruell enemies to wifdome. But he an encmie to

that louethvertue, fhnnneth not aniepaines, faith Thetde-
wl

*

rick. Vintarch in the life of ZJiW, faith That the carclefnefle

and negligence ofDennis the fonne,getting cotinually the vp-

per hand of him, caricd him towomen and bellicheere,and

all vicious paftimes,& at length did break afunder his adamat
chains, that is to fay, the greatnumber ofhis warlike foldiers,

V in; and
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ana his ftore ofGallics,ofwhom hisfather boded that he left

A king ou£ht his kingdome faft chained to his fonne.And that is the reafon

in looking
whyhcthatisthc gouernor of a pcople,ftiould intend to the

his cftate?
° ^ate thereunto he is callcd,leil he receiue blame at a womas
hand, asTbilipand Demetrius did j ofwhom the one being of

hisownc nature gentle andeafie tobefpokento,yetatthat

timchauingnoleifure to doiuftice,and the other being hard

to be come vnto,did either ofthem learne their leflons at two
poore womens hands,who told itthem in one worde, faying,

T lien lift not to be kings. This free fpeech ofthe one,made

fhilif to do iuftice vnto hir out ofhad,& the fame free fpeech

oftheother,made Demetrius tobegin thenceforth to become
more affable to all men.Although .Auguflns was as peaceable

a prince as cuer reigned,yet failed he not to intend continual-

ly to other mens matters: and fometimes to rerrefh his fpints,

he would go from Rome to a pleafant houfe that he had neec

vnto Naplcs,andycteuen there he could notbe without do-

The harm that ings.But the hypocrite Tiberius made his foiourning there to

Tibetius cook feme to cloke his lafinefIc#orrathertodifcouerit. For when-
of his lahncs. focuer he was readie to depart thither , hee gauc (trait com-

mandement that no man fhould be fo bold,as to come thither

to ipeake to hiin ofany matters. Andbcfides that,hefet war-

ders vponthe way,to ftoppe fuch as trauelled thither.And he

receiued the reward ofhislafmeiTe. For as he was playing the

drunkard in all exceffe, newes was brought vnto him ofthe

inuadingof three of his Prouinccs by his enimies. vitellius

was fo deepeplunged in voluptuoufnefle,that he had much a

# doo to bcthinke himfelfe that he was Emperour : and his end

was like his life. All flouthfull princes haue either had a mi-

ferable or violent death, or elfe theirnames haue bene wiped

!oth lVnefle
OUt °^tncrernemDrancc °^nie.For as p/tf/^rf&faith/Thema-

brinecth dark
nerofpunifhing thofe that haue liued lewdly, is to cail: them

Tieflc, which is into darknefle outofall knowledge , and through euerlafting

a gicac ?u- forgetfulnelTe , to throw them downe into the deepe fea of
adiment. flouth and idlenefle,which with his wauing bringeth darknes*

andputtethfolke outofknowledge.And as Tbeodmcktiah to

the
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theGothes,vnderidleneiTeand flothfulnelTe commendable

prowes is hidden,and the light of that mans deferts isdarke- Slouth and i-

ned,which hath no life to put the fame in proofe. Contrari- ^"[^
e

vvife,b}
r aduenturing,by vndertaking, and by fetting hand to ^{fc,

m pr°W

worke,great things and ofgreat value haue beenc compared, Great things

which to the carelefle and negligent feemed vnpofsible, and arc done by

not to be hoped for.And ifthe diligent and painfull haue hap-
dlljScncc -

pened through their defire of honour,or by fome misfortune,
williamBcl-

to end their daics with violent death: yet hath the rcmem- \Ay in h, s

1

branceof their noble deeds flowne through all theworlde, ogdoadc*.

and bcene commended and honoured of pofteritie. And as

Salomon fayth in the 1 1 . ofthe Prouerbs,The hand ofthe dili-
™ c^*n^

gent fhall beare rule, but the idle hand fhall be vnder tribute .^ rule

And in another place,An idle hand maketh poore, but a dili •

gent hand maketh rich.The llouthfull perfon fhall not gaine,

nor haue whereofto feed, but the ftore of the diligent is pre-

cious . The llouthfull perfon wifheth , and his heart alwayes

wanteth.The idle folke fliall fiiffierfamine,but the life of the

diligent fhall be maintained.And in the z u of the Prouerbs,^ Houcbful
The thoughts or the diligent tend altogither to abundance, manc6nict.a

but whoiotuer is llouthfull, fhall furely come topenurie.And copenuri*.

in th c 3 6.L ike as a doorc turneth vpon th e hinges, fo doth the

flouthfuli man wallow in his bed . The fluggard hideth

his hand in hisbofome, andis loth to put it to his mouth.

And in the 2 i.ofEcclehafticus , The llouthfull man is like a

filthie ormine llone,whereofall men will fpcake fhame.^f-

/Wkj fayth, That men grow rich by trauaile and diligence. Nor trauaik

Fornotpainestaking,tmtidlenesis vnhoneil. And he fayth butidJentsissi

moreouer, that flouthfulnelle is accompanied with fcorcitie,
ôulcl llinS»

which feeding it felfe with vaine hope, ingendreth manie e-

uils in a mans mind,and keepeth a man idle in fower wayleetc

without getting wherwith to hue. AefchiUs fayth, That vnto

fuch as watch,godreacheth out his hand,&liketh wclto help ^°
c

r

£

C

Q0J
at

them that take paines, Wc fee how goods do melt away be- reachcth ouc

tweene the hands ofthe flouthfuli , without his fpending of his hand,

them, and that oftentimes hee hath as little as the prodigal!

perfon
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pcrfon that is diligent,according to this faying ofSalonm , in

the 1 8.ofhis Proucrbs>That he that is flouchnil at his worke,

is brother to the fcatter-good
$
therfqre men muft beware of

idlenes. For as faith The*dmc\ writing to Fefius,Like as mans
nature is furniflied by pains takings fo by fluggifh idlencffe it

Mens minds -decayeth and becommeth beafdy. plhUrch faith that mens
waxrufty and minds do ruft and forgrow through idlenes 5 and that as the
forgrownc by waters that ftand vnoccupiedinthe fhadow, do gather filth

to|
n°" and infection :fo the life of"them that hue in ldlenefle , if it

haue any thing thatmay auaile, yet becaufe it is not deriued

vnto others, that other men may taft thereof, the natiue

force and vertue thereofbecommeth corrupt and Hale. And
by and by after, I am of opinion (faith he) that whereas we
liue and are borne* and grow to be men,, it is giuen vs of

God to make vs to know him. Now if this be fpoken of

all men, who ought to employ themfelues to a)l vertuous

a£tions 3and make theirtalent profitable: what fhall we fay

of Princes , who haue that charge ofpurpofe, not to hide

themfelues in a chamber,butto be alwayes doing,and to tra-

r yell lor thofe that are vnder their charge.

CHAP. X.

of Tempnncc*

Tkt definitio

of Tempe-
rance. Cfctro

in his fecond

Jaookc of die

Ends ofgood
and bad.

Ow remaineth the laft cardinall ycrttwi

called Temperance, which in the things

that are to be fought or efchewed, war-

rietti vs to follow reafon, and is nothing

elfe but a natural! arid interchaungeable

agreement, of thofe parts of the Soule

which haue therule of delightsjthe which

vertue Socrates called,The bridclcr of bodiiie pleafures
5

becaufe
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becaufe a)l pafsionsare moderated by that Vcrtue . And
long time afore him , Mercuric in his Pimander, in the

chapter of.Regeneration , calleth it StaiednelTe, a vertuc

contrarie to aliiufhngs, the which he tcarmeth, The foun-*

dation of Righteoufnefie.

TUro in his Phcedo faith, Thatwhen Reafon guideth

a mans opinion to that which is bell, that power is called

Temperance. Like as on the contrarie part, wee call it

Intemperance , when lull without reafon draweth vs. to

our delights , and ouermaiftreth vs. Pjyf/^orxjfaid, that j
Temperance is the ftnength of the mind. For as the bo- theftrcngth

die that is well compacted together , indureth heat and of the foulc

;

cold : fo they that haue their minds and vnderftandings

ivclldifpofed, doeafilie beare the pafsions of the foul e , as

anger, ioy,forrow,and fuch other affections.

ThilatUe lewfaithjThatthefoundheiTeofthefoule con*

filleth in the good temperature ofthe irefull,luitfuil,and rea--

fonable powers 5 whereof the reafonablc , as ladieand mi-

ftrclTe, by means of Temperance , bndeleth the other two
as reftichorfes. Dcmecrituswas of opinion, that Valiant-

nelTe confilleth not onelie in ouercomming enemies, but alfo

infubdumg defires. And as Cicero fayth in his Duties,Itis

no reafon that he which cannot be ouercomeby feare,fhould

be oucrcome by his lufts : or that he which hath notfhrunke

for pains taking, fhculdyeeld to his delights. An euill com-
maundcr is he (faith Cato) that cannot commaund himfclfe.

For the patient man is better than theftrongj a^d Ire that;

ouermajRreth hisov/nc heart, is better than he that winneth

a citie by force, faith Salomonin thefixteenth chapter of^g^fp. ^
the Proueibes.. Ncuertheleflc, this vertue differeth from fcetweene Va-
Valiantneffe in this , that Valiautnefle vndertaketh things Jiantncflc an4

great, terrible, and difficult, and the other withdraweth men Temperance,

from the things that are plcafant and delegable. And like as

ValiantnelTc holdcth more ofbojdnelle than offeare,though

it be the meane betwgene them both: fo Temperance being

the meane betweene fenfuall delightfulnes, and infenfiblitie,

approch^tb
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approcheth nearer to infenfibihtie , becaufeitreprefTeth the
fcnfuall delight . Socrates {aid, That no man could be wife,

which was not temperat. Saint Vaule faith, That agood life

confifteth in three things, namely GodlinelTe, Vprightnefle,

and Sobrietje; which fobrietie is nothing elfe but Tempe-
rance, when weabftainefromallluftes, and fuffernot our
felucs to be ouercome by our defires.^rwr/V faith,that tem-

makfthn" Pcrancc *s a vcraie that bringeth ioy , becaufc wee become

bappie. happie by abftaining from our lufts. Among the beafts that

are good or euill to eate, .Moyfes doth chiefly commend the
Lopiomache

, which reprefentcth vnto vs Temperance,
which hath continuall and deadly warre againft Intempe-
rance and voluptuoufnefle, termed ofMoyfs a Serpent , be-

caufe the one imbraceth frugalitie,by contenting it felfe with

that which is necciTarie for this life without fuperfluitie , and
the otheris giuen to a kind offumptuoufneile,which maketh
the body effeminat, and the mind troubled and beaftly.And
like as Temperance appeafeth all defires,making them obe-

TKcrty^oQ
0" dientvntoreafon : fo Intemperance marreth the vnderftan-

foundeth the ding vtterly. And as Cicero fayth in the fourth of his Tufcu-
ftatc of rhc lane queftions' , The fountaine of incumberances is Intempe-
®icde« rance,which withdraweth and eftraungeth vs from true rea-

fon,andisfocontrarie vnto it,thatitis vnpofsible to gouerne

and reftraine the lufts and defires ofthe heart.And therefore

inthe ten Commandements,we be forbidden to couer or luft

after any maner ofthing* For ofthis coueting fpringeth In-

temperance,therooteofalleuik, as Saint Tattle after manic

others calleth it in his Epiftlc to Ttmothe.And faint John faith,

Thatin this world is nothing elfe but couetingand lulling af-

tctthe delights ofthe flelh(vnder the whichmay becompre-

hended Lech erie, Slouth, and Gluttonic) and coueting after

the delight ofthe cies(vnder the which are coprehended the

defire of riches) which containeth in it all maner of vfurie,

xobberie, niggardlhip and extorcion. And defire of honour

which he calleth the pride oflife,(vnder the which wee may
comprehend all vaineglorie, wrath, and enuie) as I haue faid

afore
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afore in treating ofenuy.Therc was a certaine yong man,that

faidit was a goodly thing tohaueall that a man could wifh.

But a certaine Philofopher named Moncdemus
, anfwered,

that it was a goodlier thing not to defire that whereofa man
Iiad no neede. vUto and Thales ofMilet, counted that man
happie,which was notcouetous , becaufehee was maifter of

his \uf\s.And Secretes (nsXenophon rcporteth) was ofopinion

that that man could not be vertuous, that was a feruant to his

delights , and that none but they which haue ftay of them-

felues , doe fay and doe thatwhich is beft
$
whochufing the

good, and refuting the euill,do make themfelues happie. For

he liueth well at cafe, that is contented with a little.And Epi- He liueth

cams faid, That that man had nothing at all, which could not m° ft at cafe,

away with a little. Menandtr called Temperance the (tore-
|c"wuh Uaft

houfe^ec SttraaSythc foundation ofvertue: becaufe he which

thmftethdownevoluptuoufnefle, doth confequently and ofJ^f^JnJa^
neccfsitie acquire all vertues. As tor example, He that is not of allvercu^

nice,d«untie nor gluttonous,nordcfirous of women, nor coue-

tousofriches,norreachethouthis hand to receyue rewardes,

and can skill to bridle his anger, his hatred, his enuie, his for*

row,hisfeare,and his ioy
\
forioy(as fayx\\Tlutarch in the life

of iAratns) bceing entered into a mans minde, makethhim
fomctimes befides himfelfe,and worketh him greater incum-

beranccofmtnde, than either forrow or rearedoe . On the

contranc part , we call him an vntcmperat man, which is vi-

cious and letteth himfelfe loofevnto voluptuoufnefle , and

which (as Tlarc faith in his Phccdon)fuffereth himfelfe to be

ouerrulcd by his d jlights,thc which a man ought to palTe by,

with his eares Hopped, as ifthey were Meremaids . For they

bee enemies toreafoiijimpedimcntstoall goodaduice , and VoluptuouC

blindnclTe ofthe vndcrftandmg.Forwherelocuer voluptuouf-
escf the

nelle is,there vertue hath no place. Therefore Ecclefiafhcus
n)\alc!

°
1 1C

turneth vs away from it in thefe wordes,Gonot(faythhe)af- c/cm'mhh

terthy lufh, neither turnetheeafide after thy pleafure. <Ar- duties.

chit^ the Tarentineiaid, That the greateft plague that euer

Nature brought forth in this world,is delectation or voluptu-

oufnefle. .
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oufneffe.For out ofthat fountaine come all the mifchiefs that

wehaue.P/?//* the lew faith , That voluptuoufnelTcis like a

harlot, whotocnioy the man whom fhee loueth, feeketh

bawds to fct her loue abrOch,thc which are the fenfes whom
voluptuoufnefle winneth flrfl: ofall , by them to fubdue the

vnderftanding afterward.For thefenfes reporting within what

they hauefeene without, do reprcfent vnto the vnderftan-

ding,whatfocuerrhey hauefeene, and imprint in it the fame

arTecl:ion.u^»//y?^e»r/arlirmedthathe had leuerto befenfe-

leffe,than to be furprifed with voluptuoufhefle $ for voluptu-

Volupcuouf- oufnefle bercaueth a man ofhis vnderftanding , no lefle than
ncsbercaucth follie doth, and follie may be remedied by medicine , but fo
men of {heir cann0t the other.And when it was faid vnto him, thatit was

a- great pleafure to liue dehcioully, I pray God (quoth he)

that fuch pleafure may befall to the children ofour enemies.

At fuch time as Fabrnius was AmbalTadour vnto Tjrrhusy
Cineds told him how he had heard a great Philofopher in

Athens , counfell men to referre all their doings to plea-

fure. Which thing feemedfo flrange to Fabric/us, that he
prayed Godtogiuefuch wifdomcto Vyrrhus% and the Sam-

Voluptuouf. nitcs \ When one asked of ^AgtfiUus , what profit the
nes the plague

iawcsof Licuwus yeelded :Tliedefpifin°;ofpleamresfquoth
of allcoinon- , . • j 1 1 * 1 • 11 £ 1

weslcs. he) meaning to declare thereby,that all commonweales, arc

more confounded by delicioufnefTc , than by other things,

And for that caufe,when partus hadouercome theLydians,

he ordained that they fhould vfe perfumes , and that they

fhould donothingbutdaunce,leape, haunt tauerns, and be

finely apparelled,.to the intent that by that meanes becom-

ming altogither effeminat, they might not haue the courage

to rebell afterward . Pyrrbus feeing the Tarentines to be too

full ofdilicatenelTe,and to fet their minds to make warrc with

words more than with deeds : forbad all affemblies to feafts,

-tomumnes, and to fuch other effe&s of ioifulnelTe ,then

out of feafon, and brought them backe to the exercife of

armes, (hewing himfelfe feuere to them that were inrolled

in his mufter-booke,and bound togo to the warres.

When
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When one wondered that all the Lacedemonians liued

fofoberly:Maru ell not (quoth ^fgefiUus) for of this thrifti- Liberties

nelfe we reape a good crop,meaning freedome: as who would ™ 3

frJ

a

^£
fay, thathbertie could not continue long with voluptuouf- *

ruSaiklc*

nefTeand delights. The Perfiansonatime would haue fhif-

ted their dwelling place,from the hill grounds into the plains:

hutCynu would not permit it; fayingthat as plants and feeds., Mcns mancrs

foalfo mens maners altered according to the nature of the change accor^

foile$deemingwifely,Thatthc leflTc delicate countrie,yeel- dingw the

dcth the belt men. As for example, rljjfes faid of Ithaca,
coun *ncs'

That it was a poore countne, but it bred veriegood men.And
fo (aid the king ofScythia to Tbilip king ofMacedonie: Thou
reignefl: (quoth he) ouer the Macedonians , who be great

warriours ; and I reigue ouer the Scythians, who be woont

to endure hunger and thirfr,

5 Anlans a well aduifedlord ofLydia,would haue ftaied

Crdtfus from leading his hoft into Pei/ia againft Cyms % You
goto make warre (quoth he) againfl: a people whofe clo-

thingisbutof leather,whofefoodisnot fuch as they lift, but

fuch as they can get, whofe dnnkc is water, who eat not figs,

or anie other fuch dainties . Ifyeoucrcome them,ye can take

notiungfrom them, be caufe they haue nothing : andif you
be ouercome,confider well whatgoods ye fhall lofe.As foonc

as they (hall haue tailed ofourgoods, they will hie them a-

pace hither,and we dial 1 not be abl e to driue them away. It is

verie hard, yea and vtterly vnpofsible, that perfons tenderly

brought vp/hould vanquilh them that be temperat 6c inured

totriuellandp.iins-taking. And no maruel though Ep Betus

had this fayingalwaycs in his mouth, Beare and f^rbure : that To beare ani

15 to fay, we mult with patience beare and indure things hard
foibcare-

v

and euill,andby the vertue of Temperance forbeareour de-
T^e vntcm

lights and pleasures,for that is the thing wherin the vertue co- ratnlanlTvn.

fifteth. And as TLto faith, He that is a (laid man,is a friend iuft.

togod,forherefemb'eth him.And whofbeuerisvntemperat, After what

is contrarie to God, and vnnghteous. I fay not thatpleafure ^J"" to^T"
is not to be fought at all : but (as Tlato faith in his Gorgias )

rcught.

ne-

'e ughs,

1C
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it is to be fought fo far foorth,as it is matched with profit , as
health and ftrength of bodie are, the which we feeke for the
benefit ofthem,and not the benefit for the pleafures fake.And
as >Ariflippfu faith,Thatman moderateth pleafure, not which
abftaineth vtterlyfrom it,but which vfeth it in fuch fort,as he
is not caried away with it,as we.gouern a fhip or a horfe, when
we lead them whetherwe lift.For Reafon (as faith Dcmoflhc-

»w)muftbethemiflrelTeof lulls. Alio a man may take plea-

fure of the flue fences of nature without offence , as when a

man taketh delight in eating and drinking, becaufe hee is well

a hungred and a thirft, for the pleafure that a man taketh in

his tall:, commeth of fobriene : and when a man fcratcheth

where it itcheth,that touching is notfaultie • as for example,

Jtffrrf/fJtooke/inguler delight in rubbing himfelfe after hee

ThedifFerence hadmdured theftockes.Yetnotwithftanding,ordinanly thefe
ofthefiuc two fences are moil: dangerous aboue all the other, when a
fences. man taketh more pleafure of them than he fliould doe, the

which bcfalleth not to theother : as for example, if a man
take pleafure in colours& paintings, albeit there be toomuch
or too little,yet is he not therefore accounted either temperat

orvntcroperat; neitherhelikewife that is toomuch giuen to

thehearinjof accounts,oroffongs ; nor hee that taketh too

much delight in fents and fmels, but rather they that delight

in the fauours ofmeats and drinks,becaufe that thofe fents re-

new the remembrance ofthe things which they loue : as for

example, the emperour Claudius at the onely fent ofthe rolt-

meat,that was prepared at a feaft that was made for the Salian

priefts,did byand by leaueall his affairs,and wenttodine with

them.Alfo they that fee or heare any fpeeches of the things

which they loue,are tickled with fome pleafure therof,which

being entered in at the eies or the eares, taketh fuch root in

the heart,that it is hard ro put it away againe . For that caufe

when Sophocles beheld afaneyoongboy and commended his

beautie,one told him, That it became him to haue not onely

chad: hands,but alfo chart eies. Candaulcs king ofLidiahaumg

aladieofmoft excelletbeautieto his wife, (hewed hernaked

to
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to a friend of hiscamcd Gyges : but the fi^htofliirfo inflamed

the heart of Gyges, that he raurthered the king, to marrie hir.

The people ofBifance being beficged of Vhiliffent Ambaf-
fadors vnto him to know what iniurie he pretended to be

done by them . And he fent them back againe without any-

good anfwer ,faying that they were great fools ,& like to one

that hauing a faire wife,demanded of them that reforted often

to hir,wherfore they came thither : meaning that thebeautie c j

. r

oftheir town,made him defirous to win it. And for that caufe ccncc

doth our Lord and lawgiuer fay, that he which luftethaftera caufe ofveric

waman,finneth as much as ifhe had to do with hir,by reafonof great fins,

the confent which he hath giuen tothefinne,thcperformance

wherofingendereth death.For when lull: is once entredin,itis

hard to keepe the red: from following after, or at leaftwife to

forbeare to giue attempt to obtaine the reft, as the iudges did

to Safari, Daaidzo Berfal?ee,and Tanjain to Lptcreece.Wellmay
we hear,fee,and fmel a far orTjbut we cannot touch or taft,but

the things that are neere at hand . And that is the caufe that

we haucnioft delectation by thofe feeling?.Moreouer,nature

hath conueicd into them,all the plealantnes that (he could,to

the intent that that pleafurefhould maintaine al liuing wights,

which cannot line but by eating and drinking,nor be increafed

and continued without the act of copulation, fpeciallythe

brute beafts, which would neither feede noringender,ifthey

were not prouoked therto by natureAnd as touching hounds

which follow freihly vpon the fent of things, itisnotforany

pleafure that they haueinthc hunting, but for thepleafure

which they haue to eat it. The lion takcth no delight in the

lowing of a bugle or an oxe, nor in the fight of a goodlie

ftagge,othcrwilethanby accident, that is toiayforthathe

hopeththat it is meat prepared for him to dine vpon.Ther- Temperance

fore I fay that temperancexonfifteth chiefly and moftpeculi-
ccn

-J^
L U1

i • ii-i- i • r r a I ;
moil in ea-

arlym eaungand dnnking,and in vie or women. And as rUto
r

-

;na anj ^.j^

faith,Al things feeme to dep end cheifly vpon three necefsitics kingantfin

and inward defiresjofthe which being well ordered,fpringeth vfe ofwomcB.

the vertue oftemperance/^ contranwife the vice ofintempe-

X ranee,
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rance,if they be vnrulie.Two ofthem be in al liulng wights as

foonc as they be bornemamely,the defite to cat and to drink:

and becaufe euery liuing creature hath a naturall appetite,

euen from his very birth , therefore is hee carried vntoit euen

with a violent and forcible defire, and cannot abide to hearc

him that lhall tell himhemuft doe otherwife. But the third

necefsitie,luft,or pregnant defire, which ferueth for propaga-

tionandgeneration,commetha certaine time after, and yet it

burnetiimen with a hote furie,and carrieth them with a won-
derfullloofeneiTe.Thefe three difeafes enforcing vs after that

maner to the things that we moll; like of,muft be turned to the

better by feare,by law,and by true reafon. S. lemne writingto

Theluft of Furia fayth,That this lull: is harder tofubdue than the others,

women is becaufe it is within vs , whereas other finnes are without vs.

Aerforc h« d
As for cxaraPlc>

NiggardlinefTe may be laid dovvne by calling

to oue i come. vp a mans purfe a farre of: the railer is corre&ed,ifh e be com-

manded to hold his peace $ a man may in lelTe than an houre,

change rich aparell into meane : only the defire which God
hath endued vs withall for procreation, doth by a*certaine

conftraint of nature , run to carnall copulation. Wherefore

great diligence is to be vfed for the vanquifhing ofnature,

that in the fleih a manmay not liueflefhly.Some haue taken

Temperance more largely,as ^inacharjts the Scythian , who
faid that a man ought to haue ftay of his toung , of his bellie,

and ofthe prime parts . Which thing Tlato hath declared

more largely in his Phcedon ,
faying of the inordinat appetits

ofIntemperancc,that there be diuerfe forts ofnames of them*

according as they themfelues arc diuers.For the lufl ofthings

. aboue the nauell concerning foode is called gluttony, and he

that is pofTefTed of that vice , is called a gluttonjhe that is o-

uermaiftered with drinking, is called a drunkard :thatwhich

forccth a man to the pleafutc and ouerlikingof a beautiful!

vifage,and furmounteth reafon in the defire thereof,is called

loue : and the like may we fay of all luft that ouermaiftrcth

the opinion which tendeth to well doing . Tyxhagorat faid

that we muft chiefly moderat thefc thingsjnamely the belly,

fleepe,
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fieepe,the defirc ofthe flefh,and choler,whcrof I willfpeakc

particularly hereafter, after that I hauc exhorted princes to

Temperance generally , as to the vertue which is moll: ncccf-

farie.For the defire of honourmay lead a prince to prowelTe, Coaetoufc

and withdraw him from cowardlines , but it is hard to re-
fa°k

claime him from couetoufnes. For the defire ofhauing more,
ponces"

'

is the ordinarie vice of princes and great lords $ fo that if

they defire women,banc]Ucts,orfeafts,nomanpullcth them
back,but rather flatterers allure them thereunto . Wherfore
itfrandeththem on hand to withdraw themfeluesfrom them
and to bcarein mind, that a man may be tempcratwithout

danger , but he cannot attaine to prowefle without putting

himfclfein pcrillof warre. Arid the caufe why valeantncsis

preferred before Temperance, is,thatvaleantnes is the har-

der to attaine vnto: But to hauc the traine of venues

which confift in the fenfitiue appetit ,
Temperance will

obtaine more than valeantnes , which is peculiar to thofe
§

that are hardic , and is hard by reafbn ofthe perill wherwith

it is matched . But this vertue of Temperance is eafie and Wherin Tcm-

void ofall perill,and confifteth but in the contemptofvolup- ^*™c con"

tuoufnes,the which as S.hhn chrifoflomc faith in hisxxij Ho- voluptucuf-
milic, Is like a dog : if you driue him away, he is gonejif nesHketo*

yce make much of him, he will abide withyou.Democritns dog.

faith that Temperance increafeth the pleafure of things. J*™?^^*
Which tiling Epicurus conliderinj- , who placed all mans

p iea rur^
pleafure in voluptuoufnes , dranke nothing but water, ne ate

other than crible bread, faying that he did it according to

his profefIion,bccaufe it liked him better to eat little,and to

vfemeatsthat were lead delicat. AndyetneuertheleiTehe

gnue himfelfe to Temperance, granting the thing in effect

which he denied in his words,namly that vertue was the chief

caufe ofpleafurc.Alfoit is mod: commonly faid,thatther is not

a better fauce than appetit.And to hauegrear pleafure ofany

thing whatfoeuerit be, a man muft talte of his contraie,

as of hunger to find meat fweet , and of thirflto feele drioke

pleafant $ after the example of Darius, who drinking vp

a

X ij glade
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glafle of water, good God (quoth hc)from now great a plea-

lure haue I bin barred heretofore. PtoUmy in making a rode

through the countrie of/£gypt,happened to want wherewith

to dine,becaufe his vittcls followed him not,infomuch that for

the hunger that pinched him, he was fiine to cat amorfelof

bread in a poor mans cottage,faying he neuer ate better bread

nor with better appetite. Diogenes faid \ It was a ftrange thing,

that wreftlers and ringing-men defpifed their bellie and their

pleafuresjtheone tohaue agoodvoice,andthe other to haue

the ftronger bodie : and that for temperance fake no man re-

Aiiotablc gardedfo to doe. [ficrttes in trie exhortation whichhegiueth
prccep: for to DerntzicHSgmcth this precept for temperance worthy to be
Temperance. noted,Bethinkeyour fclfe(faithhe)to become temperatand

ftaied,in th e things which you would efteeme vile and fhame-

ful^ifyour mind were hild down in them,as lucre,wrath,fenfu-

ality,&forrow.Nowitwiibe eafieforyou to haueftayofyour

a felfe,ifyou fet your mind to the obtainment ofthe things that

may incrcafe your renowne, and not your reuenues. As tou-

ching anger,you rrwft vfe no greater towards others,than you

wouldthat others mould vfe towards you. In the things that

bring pleafure, you mall eafily temper your felfe,ifyou confi-

der wliatalliamcit is for you to command your (laues,and in

themeane white your felfeto be a flaue vnto voluptuoufnes.

Your forrowes you iTiall be able to moderat,by beholding the

miferiesofother men,and by confideringthat you be a mortal

man.Andaboue all you fliall be llirred vp to do good, ifyou

confider that vpon that point dependeth pleafure. Fcrinthe

idle life which feeketh nothing but feafting and cheering.,thc

pleafantnesecdeth forthwith togither with the pleafure .-but

when a man intend eth to vertue and purpofeth vpon a fobri c 1

1

Whatplci- in al hishfe.itgiueth him a true ioy and a longlafling. There-

lute istobc fore none other pleafure is to be foughtjthanfuchasbringeth
.ought. honor.forthe pleafure is noughttvovth that is not matched with

honor. Alexander S>«fn**iaidT,hat an illconditioncd prince

doth often fpend his treasures in fuperfluity of apparrell & cu-

rioilty offeafts, which he needs for the maintenance of wars.

Againe.
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Againche ware no gold nor precious flones : faying that a

prince ought not to meafure himfelfe by the things which

coucrthebodic,butby thegoodneffe andvertue ofhis mind.

Tlnunh in the life ofP£//^ewe»faith,thatbyfuperfluitieand voluptuouf-
fumptuoufnefiein houfliold-fturTe, apparell, and fare , manie nes maketh

hauebcene brought to feeke the delights,that make nice and mcnaice and

effeminate the courages offuch as vfe them,becaufe the tick-
cfftminat*

ling ofthe outward fenfe that is delighted with thcm,doth by

and by foften and loofen the lloutnes 6c llrength ofthe mind.

I fay(cjuoth ^gd^tte to Tufliaun) that you are now rightly a

king, feeing that you can rule and gouerne your delights , by

wearingon your head thediadem of Temperance. A king is

lord ofa!,but then fpecially whenheouerruleth himfelfe, and

is not fubieel: to euil lults,but (by help of reafon wherthrough

he ouerruleththe vnreafonable affeclions), maketh himfelfe

lord and mailerby meanes ofTempcrance,ouer the lulls that

bring all the world in fubieclion.which thing thofe could well

skill to do,which haue had moll eflirmtionin the world. 5V/-

fio wasfo temperat,thatinfoure and fiftie yeercs which he li-

ued, h e neith er fold nor purchafed nor buildediand hauing ra-

fed two great cities, namely Numance and Carthage, yethe

enriched not himfelfe with thelpoils ofthemjinfomuch that

at his death,hc left behind him no more but three and thirtie

pound or fi!uer,and two pound ofgold. Taulas^Aemilius had

fiich llay ofhimfelf,that heneuertookeonepenieofthetrea-

fureol Tcrfeu ',ne died richer than did iAri[ltdes. Lyfonder and

infinit other Greeks and Romans famous in hillories,and fpe- Lyedemoni-

cially the Lacedemonians , were trained vp in Temperance fo^"^^
from their youth,and taught to keepe themfelues from being-

in xeroperace
corrupted with monie, as Herodotns reporteth ofone Gorgo a

little daughter ofcleonitnesffi.the age ofeight or nine yeeres.

In.the prefence ofthis little werich,one xAriftagorai intreated

cleomenes to do fo much with the Laced emonians,as to caufe

them to fend an armie into Afia,promifing to giue him ten ta-

lents for his labour 5 when Cleomenes refufed, he offered him'

fiftic : Thepretie wench hearing that,tooke her father alide,

Anj and
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and faid vnto him,My father, ifyou gctyou not hence , this

gueft will corrupt you.Whereat cleomenes departed prefent-

ly, without hearkening to ^irifiagorai anymore. The Tern-

ranee and'ftaidneffe of Tina Qiiintm
, gate mo countries to

the Romans, than all their forces had done. Firft of all after

that he had woon the battell, although his vittels followed

him not, yet made he hismen of warre to march on Hill, in

fuchfortas they tooke not any thing in the countrie where

they went,notwithftanding thatthey found great abundance

of goods , the which his forbearing he found anon after how
greatly it auailed him : for as foon as he was come into Thef-

falie,the cities yeelded themfelues willingly vntohimjand all

the reft ofthe Greeks required nothing, hut to giue thefelues

vnto him. Vemstrim was fubiecl to his belly,& to women^and

yet in the time ofwarre he was as fober and chaft,as they that

be naturally giuen thereuntoj rightly deeming that he could

not ouercome his enemies vnlefle he were temperate.But yet

at length,when he let himfelfcloofe to his pleafures,the Ma-
cedonians draue him outlaying that they were wearie ofbea*

ring armes,and offighting for his pleafures.

CHAP. XX

That be that wiUJifpatch bis affaires wlLmttfl

he Sober.

Said afore, that Temperance is chief,

ly ouer the bellie , and the priuie

parts , the tongue, and choler. Now
rn^ftl fpeake in order ofthefe fourc

forts of Temperance , and flrft of all

1 will fpeake of thatwhich concer-

neth the bellie, thatis to fay , which

concerneth eating and drinking, the

which we call Abftinenceor Sobrietie $ the contrarie where-

ofwe call Gluttonie, afoule and filthie vice, fpecially in a

Prince*
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Prince". Foras faith Menurie Trifmegijius , It bereaucth a

man ofa!! goodnefle, whereas Sobrietie doth macuellouflic

become him. For Sobrietie withdraweth him not from his

affaires for chearing,and therewith itexempteth him from al

difeafes,that often comeoffulneiTe,through too much eating

and drinking. It preferueth a mans wit the clearer
,
toiudge xhefobcr mi

foundly of the matters that come afore himj whereas he that hath his wit

hath vapours in his braine through too much meat that is call: tbe more ac

into the iiomacke , cannot be fo fit for the ordering ofthem, wi^ #

by reafonofhisdiftemperature. Foritis hard to occupie our Cicac inh\t

wit well,wh enwe hauc eaten and drunken too much.And S. Tufculan

J*r*wfaith,in his rule ofMonks, We cannot applie ourfclues queftion*.

to wifdome , ifwe fct our minds vpon the abundance of the

table} and that nothing but belly-chearc 6c lechery do make
vs to couetriches.Forthis caufe Salomon eftecmeth them vn-

happy,that are vnder a king that is early at his feeding- that is

to fay..which is fubiectto his mouth. Cato faid, Thatwe muft

takefo much meat and drinks" , as is requifitto maintaine the

ftrength of the bodie,and not as fliall accloy it. And as Cicen

faith in his Duties,We mult refcrre our feeding to the health,

and ftrcngth ofour bodies,and not vnto pleafure.And Socrates

fdtlvThatwemuitfovfe our feeding,as neither bodie nor

mind be ouercharged therwith.And therefore Ecclciiafhcus

in the feuen and thirdth chapter faith thusjDc not greedie of

thy meat,ncither thruft thy hand into euery difli, for the mul-

titude of meats procureth difeafes,and offul feeding breedcth
A fti2n o^

cholcr. Many haue diectafGluttonie, but he that abftaineth mocjcrat ^;cc

fliall prolong his life . OurLord in the 2 1 ofSaint Zw^com- proiongaU

maundethvs to beware,that our hearts be not accloied with Ins life,

wine and meat.And S.TauU to the Ephcfians , forbiddeth vs

to take too much wine,as wherein lieth furfetting. Horace in

thefecond of his fermons , defcribeth naturally the plea-

fure arfd difcomoditie oftoo much feeding.!5Unit faith 5That
fimpl e meats are mod wholfom for th e body,ck that al fawfes*

and fawcepikets are daungerous end deadly . Such as

haue written of antiquities; fay, That in the time of Saturney

X iii; the
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the world neither ate flefli nor drankewinc; wherein they a-

grec with our diuines,who put vs out ofdoubt, that the vfe of

flefh and wine wasvnknowne afore the vniuerfall flood . The
Effeans liuedlongefl: ofall thelewes, becaufethey did mod:

abftaine,and vfed leaft daintie meats. There were three forts

offeeding in Perfia,wherofthe excellenteft contented them
fellies with hearbs and meule. Saint Uhn cbryfoftome in his

h th °mothc^ ^e anc* Homiliefaith, That a poore table is the mo-

of health, therof health,and a rich table is the mother of difeafes, as of

lie.adach,ofquaking ofthe limbs,ofagues, of gouts, and of o-

ther difeafes more dangerous than hunger . For hunger kil-

lcth within few daies , but excefTe rotteth a mans bodie by

peecemeale,andpineth away the fle£h with ficknefle , andin

the end killeth him with a cruell dcath.Againe in the mind it

brcedeth' teftineffe, melancholie, flouth,and vnweeldinefle

:

and there is not any thing that driueth away fo many difeafes,

O^feafts and
as moc^erat ^iet • That which I fay tendcth not to the vtter

baoquecs. ,

taking awayof all feafts , for as Tintarch faith in his banket

ofthe feuen Sagcs,They that take away the vfe ofeating and
' drinking one with another, take away that which is ftrongeft

in friendship. And our bodies cannot receiue a greater plea-

fure^or a more rightfull , familiar and agreeable to nature

:

becaufe that by that means men communicat , and participat

ofthe felfefarae vittels . Socrates did oftentimes banquet and

gather good companies togithcr,whom he entertained well,

howbeit fobcrlie and without fiipeifluitie ,
delighting them

more with his mirthfulland fweettalke , than with his meats

and drinks. Infomuch that afterward, fober and merrie meals

were called SQcratifsis meals.

And this maner did VUto well hold (till of hismaifter:

For he entertained his guefts well, but without anie fuperflui-

tie. Which thing Timothte of Athensmarked well in him,

who hauins; had verie ^oodand conuenient intertainmentat

his hand,howbeitwithout any great furniture ofmeats 5 at his

meeting with hma the next morning , thanked him for that

bisfupper had done him pleafure,notonely for the prefent

time,
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rime,butalfo the day after. The Lacedemonians were won- ^Sobnttle

derfull fober in eating and drinking, and had certaine publike ^c^oni^s."

places called Phiditics,where they ate veriefoberly 5 where-

of it came, that when men would fpeake of a fmall pittance,

thcywouldhkenittoamealcofthe Phiditie . Andwhena a fpare diet is

certain eflxanger asked them,Why theydrunkefo hide? To the School-

the intent (anftveredthey).that we may counfell other men, "^^^
and not other men counfell vs. Meaning to fhew by that an~

fwcr,that thegreatelt drinkers are not the bed: in counfell,but

that Sobnetie breedethgood aduice. For temperatedkt is

the fchoolmiftrefleofgood and fage counfell,asiaid Sep k odes,

Epicutw hid , That he fhould efteemc himfclfe alway alike

happie, fo he might haue bread and water. For the appetite

ofeating and drinking , confifteth more in hunger and thirft,

thaninthedelicatnefle of wines and meats. TheLacedemo-
nians in ftead of all other dainties, had for their flrftdifh a

broth that wasblackeand of fmall. tafte, whereofnotwith-

ftandingthey made great account. Dennis the tyrant would

haue tafted thcreof,becaufe they liked it fo well 5 and he had
a Lacedemonian cookc that prepared thereoffor him : but

when he had tailed of it, he liked not of it. Thenfaid his

cooke vnto him, that it was not to be wondered , if he mifli-

ked it, feeing it was not feafoned as it fhould be,that is to fay,
faufceJ 0^

with trauell in hunting andrunning,nor with hunger& thirft, the LAcede-

whicharethe fawecs that the Lacedemonians vfc to feafon meniaw.

theirmeats withal}.

On a time the cjueene ofCaria gaue Alexander great (tore

ofdelicate meats,for the which he thanked her : howbeit in

taking them,he told her that he had much better than thofe,

that is to wit,for dinner the iourney that he marched afore

dayhght,and for fuppcr a fmall dinner.For a great dinner hin-

dercth a good fupper,as Diogenes faid to a yong man that ate

nothing to his fupper but Oliues ; Ifthou hadiidined (quoth

he) after rhismaner,thouwouldefl not feed as thou dolt.Mo
men die ofeating too much,than ofhunger , as faith Theog'

»».And as the comonprouerbe faith, The mouth killeth mo
men
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men than the fword . Cato faid it was hard for that common-
wcalcto endure long,wherin a little fifh,wasfold deererthana

great oxc . Socrates faid, That moil men liued to eat, but he
himfclfe ate to Hue. It was (aid of the emperor Bohc/h*

t
that

he was borne to eat and drinkc, the which hath a better grace

in latin, Nonw Ymat natw eftjed^vt hilar. He that hfteth to fee

more thereof,! ct him read luuenal inhis cleuenth Satire. Let

The pamper- VS ad hercunto,that which Torpbirit fjith, That thepampe-
ingoEthcbo- tin cr and slutting of the bodie ftarueth thefoule, and by in-
J J\ \ O O w •

clicfoiiie
tfCwiiigthat which is mortall, it hindereth and caftcthvs

b ick from the life eternal.And as Galen faith, The mind that

is choked vp with greace and blood, cannot vnderibnd any

A fat belly a. heauenly thing.And S. lercm faith, That a fat paunch cannot
fordeih noc a breed a good and fharpewit. VorTlinie faith, Thatfuchas

A°Ghitton
haue great bellies,ha ue (lender wits.Thereforc we call him a

glutton, which eateth cither too much or too haftilie, or

oftcnerthanhc necdeth beildes hisordinariemealcs
sorthat

A Drunkard, feeketh delicate and damtie meats . And we call him a

drunkard , which drinkcth out of meafure. For,todrinke

winemoderatly,is not forbidden.And as .^^ir/rjfaid/The

firft draught ferueth for health , the fecond for pleafure,

the third for fliame , and the fourth for madncfle. For as

fjcrodetHs faith , Drunkenncs puttctha man out of his wits,

and makes him mad. Mtyfcs forbiddeth the priefts to drinke

wine , or any other drinke that may make men drunken,

during the time that they were in their courfe of facrifi-

fing.

vlato inhis common-weale forbiddeth magiflrats wine,du-

ring the time ofthe executing of their office,and alfo children

vntill they beeighteeneyearesold,for feareof putting fire to

fire.For great heed ought to be taken,that we driue notyouth

into a fetled diljpofition of fui ie . And after that time he will

hauethem to vfe wine moderatly . And whenthcy be come
to fortie years, thenthcymay dnnkethe more hbfcrally,as a

remcdie againft the waywardnefle of old age . And in the

fcimebooke, He that is full of wine (faythhe)bothdraweth

and
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and is glrattnc hither and thither And therefore a drunkard

as amm befides himfelfe,is vnmecte for generation 5 becaufe Tnc drunkard

it is likely that his procreation lhall be vnecjuall, crooked and
^
vn

^"!iare.
vnffib!e,as well in members as in maners. And therefore he

faith,Thu a drunkard being fet in any (late ofgouernment,

vvhatfoeuer it be,vndocthand marrcth all, whether it be (hip

or armed chariot, or any other thing whereof he hath the

guiding and gouernment . The Carthagincnfcs prohibited »

wine to their magillrars and menof warre , and fodoth alfo

Mahomet to all thofe that hold of his law. It was feloniefor

themngiftratsofLocrestodrinke wine, without the licence

ofa Phifition. And the yong Romans drankc no wine, afore

they were twentieyceres old.

i/ftbenm faith,That the Greeks neuer dranke wine with-

out water, and that fomctimes they put fiue glades of water

to one ofwine , and fometime but two of water tofourc of

wine. Hefiodus will hauc men to put three parts of water to

one of wine. Sophcles mocked the poet yAeft\)}lM> for

thathencucr wrote but when he was well drunken . For al-

though he write well (faith he) yet writeth he vnaduifed-

lie. sAriftophanti termed wine the milkeof Fenw, becaufe Wine is the-

it prouoketh men tolecherie . And Hcrace faith, That a
milkof^

cup ofwine, is th c companion on Venus . And for that caufe,

a certaine Ievvifh feci: called Eflcans , who were holier,

and of better conucrfation than the Pharifccs, or than the

Saduccswho were lierctikcs $ abftained from wine aud wo-
men , as witnefleth hfefhns in his Antiquities . ofee faith,

That wine and fornication bereauc men of their harts j that is

co wit, ofrightvndejftandingand difcretion. For wine hideth Wine dim-

anddarkeneth wifdeme. And Salomon in the the 23 of the man and

Prouerbs,faith,Thatthcdrunkard and theglutton (hall be- ^SoT
comepoore.And in another place, Who (faith he) hauc mif-

fortune,who haue forrow,who haue trouble, who haue figh-

ing, who haue flripes without caufe,and who haue faintncs of

eyes? Euenthcy thatfit atthewine, and ftraine themfclues

tocmatiethe cuppes. Wine is alluring, but in the end h
ftingcth
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fUngeth like a fcrpcnt, and leaueth his fting behind him like

an atpworme, Atrjiat time,thineeiesfhallfee (hangers, and

thy hart fhall vtter fond things. Tlinie in the 14 booke of his

The bcocuc- naturail Hiftorie faith among other things,that it maketh the

nances of eies water, the hands quiuering, the nights vnquiet , lewd
dripking too drearneS) a {linking brcath in the morning , and vtter forget-

fulnefieof all things. Moderate wine helpcth conco&ion,

and the finewes $ and abundance thereofhurteth them, Efau

by hisgluttonie,lofc his birthright. Noe by his drunkenneflc

became a laughingftocke to hisownc children^ and Lot dele

fliamefuHy with his owne daughters , Betweene a drunken

i^»!i«t
nnCffC mm anc* 3 mac* man >

is m̂al1 difference.And as Cfffffus faith,

roadneflfe,
Drunkennefle is a peti-madnefle ; as we read of^tlexander,

who in his drunkennefle was commonly furious.And as strait

faith,Like as a fmall wind doth eafily carie him away that is

fwaieng forward alredie/o a little grecfdoth eafily make him
mad,that hath taken in too much wine . KvASifhocles faith,

A drunkenman is eafily caried away with choler, and hath no

vnderlhnding : whereby it commeth to pafie> that when he
hath raihly difcharged his tongue,hc is conftrained afterward

whether he will or no , to heare ofit at their hands of whom
he railed in his luflinefle. For who fo euill fpeaketh (faith He-

psdm) fhall fhortly after heare more of it than he had fpo-

ken. Thcognk faith, That as gold is tried by fire, fo is a mans

A mansdifpo- mind by wine. For wine bereaueth him ofall knowledge, and
ton is be- conftquently ofall aduifement and meane to cbflemble , fo as

wine***
*C *S ^ C'0nc t0 commit an *e fecrcts 10 a drunkard

.
Ifa drun-

kard offended in his drunkennefle , PittacMwould haue him

punifhed with double punifhment, that hefliouid the rather

abftaine from drunkennefle.

The Romans did putthem out of the Senate, that were

drunkards.In old time a man could not put away his wife ex-

Aremedie for cept flic hadbeehe an adultreflc , a witch, or a wine drinker,
drunkennefle. j0 efc }lue tn js vjcc> wewyj ta jce the remedie of LAnachd rfo j

who counfelled them that were fubiccl to that vice, to be-

hold how drunken men behaued therufelues, or rather (as



' Of Sobrietie. 317
Titharoras faid) to bethinke them ofthe things that a drun-

ken man hath done . That was the caufe why the Lacede-

monians made their bondflaues drunken,that their yong folk

might lcarne to hate drunkennefTe , when they faw thofe

poore foules out oftheir wits, and fcorned at all hands. Fur-

thermore it is to be confidei ed, whatmifchiefs haue come of

drunkennefTe, whereofall Rorics are full: as how the armie

of tk$mins was difcomfited byCyins, for that thcyhauing

drunke too much, were laid downeandfalneafleepe. How
the cirie Abidain Mefoporamia was loft by drunkcnnefle,

becaufe the men that were fet to gard the tower of Hippo-

noinet
l

iere,hauing drunke too much,were falne intofo deep

a ftcepe, that they were furprifed by their enemies,and flaine

afore they could awake.In general for frugality,wc muft haue

the vertue of Temperance before our eies, which warneth

vs to follow reafon, and toefchuc fuperfluitie ofeating and

drinking, vndercolourthit we haue whereof to make good
cheere $ and fay as ^flcamenes did,who being vpbraided that

heliuedfo fparingly andpoorelyfortherich.es that he had,

faid, That he which hath great reuenues,ought to liue accor-

ding to reafon,and not at his pleafure. Forfrugalitie doth al-

way well befeeme a Prince, fo long as it proceed notofni-

^ardlhip. Our former king;s loft their kingdom e,throu2;h foU
S It

lowing their delights . King Charles the feucnth , who was Ofthe fabric*

vvoonttofup withthree yong pigeons , and a brcftof mut- ticofdiucrfc

ton, raifed the fiege ofthe Englilhmen before Orleans , and Prmces*

recourred the whole realme of France from them . ^Antonie

and Cleopatra , who fpent three or foure hundred thoufand

French crowncs at a banquet in one day, were vancjuifhed by
Oclaniu}

) who was fober,and contented himfclfe with com-
mon meats, eating and drinking but little . Alfo luli^t Cafer

wasfober,anda final I drinker, and it was faid ofhim, That he
was the'onely fobcr mnn that went about to ouerthrow the

ftate as who won! d fay, the fubucrting offtates belonged ra-

ther to drunkards and giddi-headed perfons, than to men
that are foberand difcreet . E^mulm was fober , and a fmail

drinker:



319

The way to

efchcwglut-

tonic.

Through dif-

ordcr of diet

we depriue

ourfijlues of

the- health

which we
pray for.

-

Gf Sobrieties

drinker. And when it wasfaid ofhim, That ifall men did as

he did, wine would be good cheapc:Nay(quoth he)itWould

rather be dearcifeuerie man fhould drinke as much as I do,

who do drinke as much asl lift. Tiberius as ifhe had bcene a

very thriuing and fparing man,would be fcrued the next day,

with the meats that had been dreffed for his fupper the night

afore, with apretence ofnigardlhip : but to fay the truth , it

wasbuttomockeand deceiuethe world : for atthelaft he

.would drinke well. Bymcanes whereof, when he was yet a

yongman long afore he was emperour, being in thecampe,

infteadof Tileries, he gate himfelfethe name of BibeuM,

and in (lead of Claudius, he gate himfelfe the name of Cal-

diw, and in ftead ofNero,h.c gat himfelfe the name of Mero.

And good caufe why : for he beftowedtwodayes , and one

night together, in nothing elfe but eating and drinking with

f&mponws, Flaccm
y and LuciwVifo, towhom he gaue great

picfents, and committed vnto them the managing of great

affaires, in recompence of their gluttonie, calling them men
for all hours.

To efchue thisvice, we muft follow the counfell of So-

crates,who would haue men toforbeare all meats and drinks,

that allure the appetite more than is behooffull for the flann-

elling ofhunger and thirft. For dilicat meats prouoke fee-

ding, and make men tender and fubiectto manie difeafes.

Contrariwife, they that vfe no daintie meats, arc more ftrong

and luftie than the other fort , as we fee in men of the coun-

trie, feruants,and poorc men , who without comparifon are

ftronger than citizens ,
maiiler$,and rich men . JDcmocritus

faid
1

, There is not any man which doth not pray and

make vowes to God for his owne health , and yet we dp

the contrarie to that which we fue for . For by our vnruli-

neffewe bereaueour felues ofthe health which we might

obtaitieby Sobrictie. If we fee a countrie infefted with any

daungerous difeafe,we flee from it a hundred leagues off, and

as much as we can, we {hun all contagious aires . There is no

rnaabut he lhunnethblowes,and dreadeth death,vnlcflc that

proweffe
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prowclTe put 1)im forward.And yet all men run into intempe-

rance,which caufeth death,and which (as Hefiodus faith) be-

traieth vs into a cruell old age, that is to fay,to a fwift, haftie.,

vntimely, and vnripe old age.

CHAP.XIL

of Continenck^ndIncontinencie.

He fecond fort of Temperance con-

cerneth women , which we may call

Contincncie and Chaftitie : and the

contrarie we may call Incontinence^

orlecheroufiiefle . TertnllUn calleth

Chafhtie the flower of maners , the

honour ofthe bodie, and the ground

ofholinefle. Saint OfrlAn calleth it

the ornament of maners, the holineiTe of fathers, and the

crowneof concord. How great this vertuc is, and how ac- baue cfchued

ceptableto God, thofeholieperfons that haue vowed them- manage and

felues vntoit, do witnefle vnto vs ; and alfo the excellen- w°roenv
tefl: Philofophers , themoft part of whom efchewed both

mariage and women , to the intentthey might haue their

minds more attentiue& lifted vp to heauenly things, becaufe

that fuch are mectcftfor contemplation,and belouedofGod.
Which thing Saint Iokn intending to fhewvnto vs, faith in

the fourteenth ofthe Apocalips, That he faw a hundred and

foure and forrie thoufand men,which fung a new fong before

the throne ofGod, and that none other but thofe hundred

and foure and fortic thoufand could fing that fong.And thefe

(faith he) arc thofe which haue not defiled themfelues with

women;becaufe they be virgms,& follow the lambe wh ether

foeuer he goeth.He magnifieth the martyrs & other holy co-

feflcrs.but ofthefe only hefaith,That they follow the Iambe

wherfoeuer he beconi rgiuing honor& prerogatiue to virgins*

And
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And fuch as cannot be fo, haue manage for their remedie,

wherein a man may liucchaftly,whenthemankcepcthhim-

felfe to liis wife, and the wife to her husband,accordingto the

Erecept ofSaint P<»/f,andof^<i/«i»fl«,whofaith,Letthy wel-

eloued fcruant kcepe companie with thee^meaning his wife.

And let vs drinke of the waterof our owne cup, ofour owne
pit, or ofour owne well , to the intent to debarre the vice of

adulterie, which oftentimes caufeththc mine of realmes and

common-weals . Nero being wicked and inceftuous ,
faid,

There was not a chad and continent perfon in the world, but

oncly that molt men cloked the vice by fubtiltie and hypo-

crifie . Andbecaufe he was fo much giuen to that vice him-

felfe, he thoughtit vnpofsible forany man to be cleare . Yet

notwithftandingitis faidofz*//W,Thatinall his life heneuer

had to do with anie other than his owne wife, andthatafter

her death,heneuer knew anie other. Julian the Emperour

liued in continuall continencie after the death pf his wife*

notwith(landing that he was a yong man. There are manic

men and women,both Greeks & Romans to be found,which

haue beene maruellous chad: and well (laid . Vorcia the filler

ofCrff0,faid,That the chaft woman neuer marrieth more than

The cotuincn- once. Men attribute the continencie of Xcnocrates , to a ccr-

cic of xeno- taine infcnfibilitie : But he was too wife, and too great a per-
sT.tta. fonage, to be without any feeling : for he wasa Philofophcr

ofgreat rcnowme,temperat and well flaid in all things, fuch

a one aspafled little for monie , women,and other pleafures,

'but continued alwaics as fad and graue as was pofsiblcj whom
?hto counfelled to oftcr ficrifice to the graces, that he might

become more courteous and gracious. In his time there was

the mod beautifull and gentle courtifanofthe world,named
Fhrynee. Now ccrtaiue yong men laid a wager with this

rbrynee, that they would lay a man by her,that mould not be

mouedby her beautie, noi by allhcrdalianccs. When the

wager was made , they made the faid Xenocrates to be laid

inafairc bed , and the curtifm taried not long after ere fhc

came into the bed vnto him,wherc flieforgatc not any thing
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that might feme to kindle a mans couragc,thoUgh he had bin

ofmaiblerfinally after many kifsings , touchings, and wanton -

daliances,all that euerfhe could win of him that night, was

that fhe was faine tolcauc him as me found him . The next

morning hir paramours came to know whether they had won
or \o\k.vhrynee confefted that the philofophcr was not moued
at all with herdaliances.And when they required the monie

which (lie had loft vpon the wager-, fhe anfwered them,that

fhe had made her wager of a man , and not cfa block : truly

in the opinion of the couetous and vnchaft , he wasavery

block <3c fencelefTejbut in very deed he fhewed himfelfe to be

well ftaiedand a right philofopher , in that he could fowell

skill to ouermaifter his affections
,
fpecially confidering that

the courtifan would hauc triumphed ouer him and hisphilofo-

phic,in maintenance wherofhe ftood fo refolutly grounded,

that it wasnotpofsiblc afterward for the courtifan , to make
him to ftoope to the feats ofhir amorous temptations. And fo

this his doing proceeded not ofanygrofTcinfenfibility, but ra-

th er ofa gallant mind that ftood relolute in his purpofc. After

which manner wee read ofcertarne faints and martyrs, which
by the grace ofGod did wonderfull deeds ofchaftity,refilling

fuch temptation^with inuinfiblc couragc,whom we will omit

for fhortnes fake, after I haue fct down the wonder fill 1 ftaied- The conn-

nefle of/*/?/ /;,who could not be moued with the beautieof ncncieofYo

his miftrefle,nor with the good that he might haucreceiued AW
at her hand,nor with the danger that he incurred by refu/ing.

At whofe continencie S.hhu Chnfoftomt maruelling faith,vp-

onthc nineteenth of Genefis, That it is not fogreara won-
der, that the three children oucrcame the fire in the furnace

at Bubylon,as it is wonderful and rare that this righteous man,

being in this furnace of the incontinencie of the ^giptian

woman, far more dangerous than the furnace of Babylon,

abode fafc and found,and fo waded out ofit,keeping the man-
tle of his chaftitic pure and cleane.S. Ierombcing haife broiled

wkhthcheareofthe fun in the defert, confcfTeth that he

could not refraine , from thinking vpon the delicat delights
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and beautifull dames ofRome. But yccthc aufterltieofhis life

rcftrained thofe lufts , from taking place in his head.I know
well thatfome euen ofnature are too cold , and otherfome a-

ga'ine be too whot, and too forcgiuen to flefh : but yet reafon

andrefoluteneffe aided by the grace of God, getthevpper

hand.Tolemon king ofLicia was put away by his wife,forbemg

to rough in dealing with her,as witneffeth hfephus in Iiis twen-

tith booke of his Antiquities . Among the greateft praifes

that Mahomet opizth. to himfelfe, he vaunteth in his Alcoran,

that he had not his fellow in that feat . And IAmes churre

.
reporteth , that in his time there was a woman that complain

ous^ccher^of
liec* t0 ^ ^nS °? Arragon, of her husbands prodigious

a canine lecherie. Whereupon he was forbidden to haue to doe with

Spania.d. hex aboue fix times a day, which was areftraint to thefift

part ofhisordinane dealing;who fo marketh and confidereth

this mans dealings, helhallfind mo houresintheday, that

the ^Egyptians made, who ruled their houres byacertainc

beaft dedicated to Serapis
9
\which pitted twelue times a day by

equall diftances:at leaftwifeiffuchas are hard ofbeleefe will

not mufter this in the fame rank with the fable of Hvcxles,

who is reported to haue defloured fiftie daughters of one

The rofit of
man *none n*ght • Now mufti fpeake ofthe good that is

:haftkie and reaped by chaftitie , and ofthe harme that isreceiuedby vn-

hehirmsof chaftitie : which good and hanne extend themfelucs to the
vnchaftitic. goods ofthe bodie,of the foule, and of fortune. As touching

thegoods of thebodie, itiscertame that a man cannot be

beautifull and well difpofed , if he be giuen to that pleafure.

For as Cicero faith, An vnchaft youth yeeldeth an ouer-

worne bodie vnto old age . As touching ftrength, nothing

isfo noyfome to it as that, according to this faying of the

VoeK^venns and Bacchus bereaue men ofall ftrength . And

bmenflior- Menandcr fayth , A woman is a ihortener of mans life,

n mens Cornelius Celfus faith , That lecherie diilblueth the bodie.

uts » And Hipfocrates faith , That nothing doth fomuch wither

and waft a man as that, calling it an vndeikind ofthe falling

ficknelTe.
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Taiilfii tAigintU faith, that it maketh the bodie cold and

feeble. And therefore clini.u and P*/V;^wW/philofophers

faid, That the comp;inie ofwomen was butthen to bevfed,

when menweredefirous to fall intofome difeaferwherein he

fallowed his maifter Pitbagow , who prohibited the vfeof

women,vnlefTe it were to make them the weaker andfeebier.

Thatisthe caufe why Solon in his lawes ordained manage
5 Thckwesot

howbeit with charge thatthe husband fliould not haue to do Solon andli-

with his wife, aboue thrice in a month . licnrgns to make the cur&m concern

LaccdemDnians the ilronger
3
prohibkedthem to lie with their

nms m9X**aQ »

wiues ,
cnioyningthe to take theni vnapareled andfecretly,of

purpofe to take away the abufe of them& the ouermuch vfe§

whereby they might afterward become weake and leile able

totakepaines.p/w/rfrf^ among his precepts of health , fetteth

downe chiefly the conferuationofthe vitall feede.P/^ro in his

lawesjcommandethyong men to imploy their firength about

otherthingsthan that, and to weaken the luft oftheflelhby

much trauel !, which will eafily be done,if a man vfe knot too

vnchaflly. For ifa man vfe it rarely and with lhamefaftnes,lc-

cherie (hall haue the lefTe power ouer him . Wherefore we
mull perfuade our felues to do fo,by cuftome withoutlaw writ- -

ten,and think it a flume and note of infamic, to do otherwife.

And ifit could be, a law fliould be made , that no man might

touch any woman but his wife, nor beget baftards vpon

concubines, and that if any man kept a concubine, he lhould

be proclaimed as an infamous perfon, andbe depriuedfrom

all honor and offices of the citie or common-weal e. As tou- Tncontincncis

ching the mind ,
nothing doth fo much abate it and makeic to maketh men

grow out ofkind . It is euident how Antoniemanaged his af-
^.

Sr

°J
ouc

fairs -imidc, after that he fell in loue with cleopttrA
;
namely '

'*

V

how he made an vnfortunat voiage againft the Parthians,and

knit vp ;ii> doings with a mis-incounter at the iourney of

Aclium.

It would require a whole booke,to number the mifchieues

that haue come thereof, and to fhew the alterations that lone

hath wrought in the minds of men . And as Tarmgno fav tlx

Yij 'in ;



3*4 * ' Of Incontinence;

in Terence, It is aftrangething, to fee how men are altered

by loue, and how a man that was well ftaid, anditerne, be-

commeth loofe and ill difpofed through loue. And for all,

Salomon the wifefl of all men in the world may fuffice , who
through loue became more fond and vnaduifed than any

man j infomuch that he left his religion, and became ai/ido-

later..

We read in the io.chapterof theludges, what abloodie

battell there was betweene the Ifraelites and their fellows of

the tribe ofBeniamin, for aLeuits wife that was rauiihed by

them 5 in which battell there died three fcore and Hue thou-

fand men onboth fides , and in the end the Beniamits being

ouercome,werefaine to accept fuch conditions as their con-

querours would giue vnto them. Alexander would neuer giue

himfelfetoloue,vntillhe was lord of Afiajforfeare of being

vancjuifhed. And therefore he would not fee the wife and

daughters ofbarm, forfeare to be caughtin loue by them,

faying commonly,that the ladies ofPerfia were eye-fores vn-

to him . And albeit that vain-glorie made him foto do, for

feare leafthe fhould haue beene hindered in his enterprife

yet he faw well that a man which doth fuch things, could not

profper. And as long as he fet not his mind that way, his af-

faires went well, and he purchafed great praife , yea euen at

the hand of Darini himfelfe, who hearing of a truth how
the world went with his wife and children , befought

God that he might haue none other fuccelTour but Alex-

ander.

Thus ye fee how Continencie doth good both to bodic,

foul,& worldly ftate^that is to fay,enen to the getting ofking-

I'heCoct'mcn domsand empires, whereofthere be fo many examples, that

cic oiScim. a man cannot reckon"them vp without wearying of his rea-

ders. I will but onely fet downe the Continencie of Scipio to-

wards ihctibtlk, becaufe comparifon is made betweene that

and ^Alexanders . Now therefore Scipio hauing by the law

ofarm cs, taken prifoner the wife ofone Indtmis, a nobie

man of Spaine , and a great .eneinie of the Romans , a

woman
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woman ofrarebeautie,with diuers other faire ladies andgeu- *

tlewomcn or Spaine, would not ffmt his eics, but would haue

a fight ofthem. And after courteous entertaining of them,

fent them home to Indililx
>
without doing any wrong to

their honor.For which courteflc, rndil>ili$ finding himfelie in-

finitly bound vnto Sap e
y
turned to the Romans with mo than

fiue hundred Spaniards, and was the caufe that Scipi* became
maimer ofthe whole countrie. There haue bin few good cap-

tains which haue.not abhorred, if not finiplefornication,yec * , 1

at leaftwife adiilterie , fauing only kdm$ C<*far , who alwaies

entertained fome other mens wiues . But he waspunilhecf

by the fonne of one whom he held in adultcrie, who flue

himin thefenat . And when heentred into any citic, the

fouldiers would fay, Yc chiefemen of the townekeepe well

your wiues , for we bring vnto you the bald adnoutirrer.

vtltxtM'der fhewed himfelfe more ftaied in thar refpeftj rheConti-

for he would doe no wrong , neither to mens wines nor to oency of a-

their Lemans . Vpon a time hauing long waitedfor a cer-
lt

taine woman, when ihe was come, and he had asked her

why fhe carqefo late, fhe anfwered, becaufe Iwas-faineto

tarie rift my husband was abed . Which thing^thxandtr

hearing, commanded Jus men to conuey her homengaine

oar ofhand, faying that through their default,it wanted but

httle that he had become an Adulterer. He did as much to

lAntipaterSorfeeing a faire wench that Antipntcr kcpt,come

to feaft,hebegan to caft a fancie to her . But vnderlbnding

th at fhe was *4n tipaters, Nougl lty fel!ow(quoth h e)why ta-

keftthou not this wench hence , which enforceth wrong to

be done vnto *Anttp4terl

Pr*nc* Sforcia duke of Millane,beingoffi ed a very faire

woman whom he had taken to lie withail,perceiued that as

foone as he would haue come necre her fhe began to weepe
and prayd the duke that he would not touch her,but that he
would fend herback to her husband,who alfo was a prifoner.

Of whofe requeft the duke had fuch regard, that hee cafl

lurafeifc downs from the b:d for feare oftouching her,and

Y uj 4eliuercd
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deliuercdheragainc to hir husband the next morow.'

Vennl* the tyrant rebuked his forme fharply for an adultery

which he had committed,asking him ifhe had euer feen him
do the like. When his fonne had anftvered no, for he had not
a king to his father : hee could well skill to foretell him what
would come ofit,that is to wit,that he alfo mould not hauea
fonnc that mould be a king after him,vnleffeJiec changed his

manners,as I haue fayd in my firll booke.

istgejilau* one day refufed a kiffe, whereat when all mtn
maruelled :hefaid,He had rather to fight againil fuch affe-

£tions,than to mice a good cine well fortified and well man-

11 :d with men ofwar.

Many cram- ^Alexander rebuked Cajfmder very fharply for kifsing 5 and

eof
WtlS *°£^e WiI ^ PkibxenHs for fecming to inuite him to vnho-

panecs. nc^ things by his letters.Antiochtu beholding a very beauti-

ful! religious woraan,that was vowed to Z>/4«d,was by andby

furprifed with her loue : and for feare leaft ouer-great loue

mightiriforcehimtofomeinceft,hee went his way by arid by

out of theplace,for doubt leaft he mould doe any thing that

migirtnotbecome him. fJellogahaim not only defloured, but

alfo married a virgme veftalhfaieng it Was reafon that priefts

fhould marie nuns , becaufe that in times paft he had ben

pricft to the mnne.But he was fo wicked, that the remembe-
rance or him ought to be wiped out of the world.When P*w-

pey had put Mkkr'tdtto to flight, he would not touch his

concubines , but fent them ali home to their friends, lulun

would not fee the goodly ladies of Peifia that were his

captiues/or feare leaft he Should be taken inlouc with them,

but fent them home euerychone . Selim the emperorofthe

Turks didasmuchintbeiamecountrie . For when he had

wonnethe field againfl thefophic, hefoundmany noble wo-
men in his campe , whom he fent home without touching

thcm.or without taking any ranfome for them . Diocleji&n

hairing taken the wife and daughters o fthe king of Periia,

did as ^Alexander had done . Which deed caufed the PerfiV

;ms to render vnto the Romans > all that euer they had ta-
'*-- ken



Qf Incontinence * 327
ken from them . Tot'tUs king of the liaiterngoths , Inning

taken Naples and many Roman ladies that were there ,fent

them all home to their friends , without doing orfuffering

any wrong to be done vnto them . He that would here re-

herfcthe tragicall hiilories that haue enfucd of Adultrie,

fliouldbe faine to make a whole booke bvitfelfe. Letvs

but only bethinkevsofthe cuening-worke of Sic/lie, which

befell vnto vs Frenchmen , more lor our incontinencie than

for anv thing elfe ; and let that be added vnto it, which was

done by ^Alex.tnder thefonne of lAmynttts vnto the Perfi- The good

ans lAmintiU made a banket to the Perfians , whereat wrn'e that,

wereprcfentthenoblemens wmesof Macedonie . Whom fa*™*^
whenthe Perfians had before them,tbey would aproch vnto L/^did,
them j infomuchthat when they were fet downe by them,

they began to feele their brefh and to doe diuers vnfcemely

things vnto them. Whcrat Alexander being extreamly grie«

lied, did neuerthelefle fet a good countenance vpon the mat-

ter, and told them that he would make them cheeretothe

full . Whereupon when bed-time diue nigh, he xlcfired

that the ladies might go afide to wafh themfelues, and

tlicyfliouldcome agaiueby and by vnto them . Anon the

ladic* departed , in whole ftcad yong men attired like

women , were brought in to the banquet; at whofe comming,

the Perfians began immjdiatly to handle them ouci bold-

ly. Bnt the yong men fet hand tc> their weapons , and Hue
them euerychone not one excepted. qiuecne of Na ples

was hanged vp for her aduoutac in the very fame place

where fhe had hanged her husband <Andte&ffe afore, be-

caufehe was not a luflie companion toher liking .I will for-

beare to Ipeak offredegtmd and other vnchnft women,and for

this matter w/U allcdgebut only the guile of the Madianns,

who percciuing the children of Ifraeli to be impregnable and

vnuincible,fo long as they finned not;tookeofthe beautiful lei I

yoong v^ftmen that they had,andftntthem afore to the camp
of the Iiraeiitato inticc them to fnr.which thing caufed the

Ifraeuts to be pueicome by them.

Y iiij The
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The Troians were vtterly deftroicd for the. aduouterie of

one man.And Homer makech Apollo to fend the peftilence

into the campe of the Greek es , becaufc the king had taken

The pim'fli- away the daughter of Ckryfes his prieft. Let vs now fpeake of

mentofad- punifhments ordained by lawes. The Perfians were rigorous
nhcrie. in puriifhing adulterers

;
andhJcewifethe^gypnans^vhopu-

nifhedtheadulterer with athoufand lafhesofa whip,and the

adulterelfe by cutting ofThirnofe.And fomtimes(as faith Dio-

dorui) they did cutoff the priuie members of him that had

deflowred a gentlewomaiijbecaufe ofthe corrupting and con-

founding of liTue. Berddotns reporteth , That F<:ron king of

iEgypt^'cidcaufe all the womenin acitie to-be burned;whorh

he vnderftood to be adultrcffes. The fame king had beene

blind ten yearcs,andthe cleuenthyeare theOi acletold him,

that he mould rccouer his fight , if he wafhcd hiseiesinthe

water ofa woman , that had neuer had to do with any other

than hir husband, Fnfthemademallof hisowne wiues wa-

t -?r,but that would do him no good : and afterward of infinit

others , which did him all as little $ faue onely one , by the

rubbing of his cieswith whofc water he reeoucred his fight,

andthenputalltherdltodcarh.By.the law ofMvfes , adul-

terous perfons werefloned to death, as appearethin theone
• and twen tith of Leuitticus, and in the two andtwentith of

Deuteronomie ; and afore that alio in eight and thirtitli of

Genefis. The law Iulia
, punifhed both the offenders with

death, whereofthere is an cxprefle title in the Digefts. Ec-

clefiafticusfpeakingofanadultcrous woman, faith, Thathir

children fhall not take roote,and that her braunches lhall not

bearefruir. They lhall leaue their remembrance accurfed,

and thefliame thereof iliail not be wiped our.SucIras by rea-

fon oftheirgreatneire haus cfenped the rigour oflaw , haue

not failed to'be defarcicdj as F<iufii;ieavA the exceeding infa'--

momMejfdine, who in that trade went beyond all the ccur-

tefans that eucrwere-rerurningfrom the broth clhtf'ife rather

tired than fatisfiecL And Iultetfot daughter of ^tf'gu/fa*was

fo ihameleiTe arxifrnchaftjthat the emperor wastieuer-able to

\t>q > re-
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rcclaime licr.And whe one thinking to haue good credit with

her, defiredherto 1 eauetiiat life, and to follow chafhtie as

her fatherdid : fhe faid,That her father forgat hirnfelfe , and

confidered not that he was C*far, but as for her,lhe knewwell

Hie was the daughter of C<tfxr . Now mud I treat of the The treats' t#

means to auoid this inconuenience. Saint TunIegiucth one, remedieln>

which is verie certaine,that is to wit,maria2;e. Another reme- continence.

a r i r r 1
i r J Cicero in his

te is,to eichew occahons.ror there is more pleaiure m not clc-
c

firing,than in cntoying . When one demaundedof Sophocles,

whether he gaue hirnfelfe towomen dill inhisoldage,orno ?

No(quoth he)I haue withdrawne my fclfe from it, and haue

left vp that trade, as a wicked, wild and harebraind maifter.

Occafiom are efchewed,by the eics,by the toung, and by the

eares. By the cies, when a man turneth them away from loo-

king vponfaire women,asI hauefaidof^/w»^r,and diuers

others. Cpus wouldncuer fee the beautirull Tantea: And
when ^/rrf^fjoneofhis courtiers told him, That herbcautie

was a thing worthiethe beholdingjEuen therfore (quoth lie)

is it bell: to abftainc from feeing her. The fame caufe (as wit-

nelTetli hftfhm in the clcuenth bookc of his Antiquities

)

made the Pcrfians not to fliew their wiues vnto Grangers.

And zsTertullian faith in his treatifeofthe veiling ofVirgins,
0f raJJ^^^

The Corinthians veiled their maidens. Contranwife,the La- andmaricd

cedemonians didi-et them go vnueiled, that they might get women.

them husbands : And when they were maried, then they

veiled them. Sttlpinm Cuilm did put away his wife by dc- U< i v»V
t

uorce, becaufc fhe went abrode bare faced, as Falerim faith in

his fixt bookc : but that was but a {lender caufe ofdiuorce. It

is faidm Genefis , That /{ekecc* couered her fclfe as foone as

flie faw Ifaar. This was not done without caufe . For as Tltt-

turch faith, Louc is nothing eke but a well-liking of beautic*,

$fhich carieth vs with an ardent defire to the obtainment of

that winch wecoucr. And writing to a cenaine woman,
faith, Would God thou wert not fo faire, for then fhould I

not be fo importunate , but thy beautifuil face enforceth me
tobebold.r^o /Vwtermeda faire face amifchiefeof)iiory, .

becauie
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becaufeitispleafantto fee to, andenufeth manie mifchiefs.

It is a fpeechlefle commendation, for it commendethitfelfe

fufficiently without lj3eaking.lt is a kingdomwithout halber-

ders 5 for the beautifull commaund euen kings, and ivithcuc

force obtaine what they will ofthem,yea and they be offuel*

power , thatfome hauefaid (as Tertullun and manie others)

that euen angels haue bcene in loue with them, alledging

the fixe chapter ofGenefis,howbeit mifvnderftood by them,

the which thing Saint lohn chryfoftoiw, writing vpon the

fame chaptcr,SamtlAmbnfe in his booke concerning Noe and

the Arke, S.^ujtcn in his fifteenth bookeof the citicofGod,

and all the right beleeuing doclors hauedifprooucd at large.

Sight is at\
^Vtris had notfeene Helen

} the ckie ofTroy had not beenc

ituifemem to deftroyed. If pauid had not feene Berfal* > and Gjgcs the

adulteric. wife otC'Andaules : none of them both had beene murthc-

rers and adulterers both at once . If CaraulU had not feene

his mothers thigh, he had not mariedher. Suetonius faith,

That Ttherm caufed manie boyes and giries to come to

Caprce,whither he had withdrawne himfelfe, that he might

not be feene ofthe Romans in fuch lewd dealings . And he

caufed them to do a thoufand viilanous things in his prefence,

to delight his fight withall, and tocjuicken vphis lull, which

was almoft d ead vnto fuch things. So t hat th e fureft way for

a man, is to withhold his eies from the fight of all va-

nities. Next, a man rnuft keepe himfelfe from fpeaking foulc

ofhcrioVicc-

30^ filthiefpeeches, and from hearing them fpoken, as fuch

men and women will do, as lift not to read vnchaft bookes,

nor to heare ribaudrie talke, nor to come in place or ^^rnpa-

nie where fuch are read . For words fpoken in ieaft or in

earneft, ferae well to kin die the fire ofloue, accordingto the

anfwer that Vofilia made, when one asked her why beads

endure not the male after they haue once conceiued, feeing

that women endure them at all times : Bccaufe (cjuoth ihz)

theybebutbeafts.

The emperour Sigifnwndtts widow, intending to marrie

again? , albeit that in 10 doing fire did no vnlawfull thing,

yet
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yet made fhe a meetly pretie anfwer, to him that would

haue perfuaded her to lead the reft of her life vnmaned, af-

ter themanerof the Turtle-doue, who neuer feeketh anie

nuke againe , after the hath once forgone her owne . Ifyou

counfell me (cpoth fhe) to follow the example of birds, why
ipeake you not to me as well of pigeons and fparrowes,

which after the death of their nukes doordinanly couple

themfclucs with the next that they meet 3 A Veftall vir-

gin named Spuria, becaufelhe was foule-mouthed, was ac-

cufed ofinceft , and discharged by the cenfor, vpon condi-

tion that lhe fhould no more fpeake fi'rhilyas long as Hie li-

ved. Foritbehooucth tobechaftin words, as well asm bo-
j>y a mans

die. Forby mensfpeech isitknownc how they be minded, fpeecliishis

.

as Sacchif(z\i\\ in Terence. d.fpofition-

And Jf/Wthc fonne oi~ Sirach in his feucn and twentith
k-owne*

chapter, faith , That like as a mans labour maketh a tree to

fhew foorth his fruit : fo doth a mans fpeech bewray the

thoughts of his heart. Socrates faid, That fuch as a man is,

fuch are his affeclions : fuch as his affe&ion is ~fuch are his

words 5 fuch as his words are, fuch are his deeds 5 and fhsh

as his deeds are, fuch is his life. Hierc king of Syracufe pu-

milled the poet Epicharmtu , becaufe he had fpoken wantonly

before his wife : and verie mftly. for his wife was a true mii-

rourofchaihtie. And vpon a time uiero perceiuing himfelfe

to haue a ilrong breath , fouud fault with her that lhe had

not toldhim 0 f it . To whom fhe anfwered plainlie , That
(lie had thought that all other mens breaths had had the

like fent.

*sfn(l*r/e in his fenenth bookeof mntters of State, faith, Lawmaker!

That lawmakers ought aboue all things, to banifli all fil-

thie and nbaudrie talkeout of their commoa-weals^becaufe
ta |'Keoutof

1€

thclibertieoffiithie cornmunication,drawethvile -nd vrnho- their ccnun-

neft deeds after it.And t^crfore Ffittetits faid, That amorous weals,

talkc was an allurement vnto whordorne . And for that

ti uk Saint Tauie to the Eph cfian s would not haue anie cor-

rupt word to pafle out or our mouthes . By the lawes

of
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ments of a
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gripping her

fdfeoutof

hercloihcs,

ibippeth hci'

felfeofall /

Or Incontinence*

of s^rmdm , H * thatfpake any filthie words before women*
waspuniihed asamanflear. In the Digcfts vnder the title

ofIniuries,wehauc a notable book-cafe oiriftfinjffho faith,

That he which vttereth any filthie fpeech before women,
although he ftaine not their chafhtie, fhall neuertheleflebe

fued vpon an action of trefpalTe . And as men ought not to

attempt the chafhtie ofwomen by lewd fpeechesrfo likewife

women mull: not prouoke men thereto,by too much decking

and painting th emfelues. For, that is no better than an enti-

cingofmen vntowhordome . And like as hunters lay baits

vpon their fnares^to allure wild beafts vnto them,and to draw

them in -

y
fo do adulterers (lakh Saint chryfoftome) lay baits

for the amorous,by their eieSjby their fpeeches, and by their

attires. And afterward they intangle them,andmaske them
in their nets, out ofthe which they fuffer them not to fcape,

yntillthey hauc fuck ed* out all their blood , and then they

giue them a mockc for their labour.The ornaments ofa good

woman are mecldneflejfliamefaftneffe^and chaflitie . Topped

the wife of Nero was mifliked of, forherordinarie vfing of

afles milke, to make her colour thefrefher. What would they

haue faid,iffhe had euerie day vfed the Spanilli white , and

vermilion ? A wife ought .to go cleanly and comely appa-

relled, but neither ought Hie to be painted, nor to be curi-

oufly attired : which thing Horner llieweth vnto vs , when
he faith inhislliades, That lana wafhed herfelfe to do a-

way thefpots ofher bodie, and thenannointed her with oile

afterthemaner ofold time . But of the curicfities and fond

tricks that are vfed nowadayes , I will not fpeake at all. Se-

condly a woman muft beware that flic lhew not herfelfe na-

ked : for that prouoketh men to do euill, andmaketh women
fhamelelTe.

As touching thefiift , the example of Caraalla and o-

thersareafurTicientteilimonie vnto vs. And as touching the

other, Herodotus dffoxzth vs in hisfirft booke, That a woman
in (tripping herfelfe out ofher clothes, bereaueth herfelfe of

all fliamefaftnelTe. And Saint Cypi ian in his firft booke ofthe

apparelling
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apparelling ofmaidens, will not hauc them to be naked , or

to De bathedpaying that in putting offtheir clothes,they put

offalfo all fliamefaftnelTe. And forthat caufe, Saint xAmbrofe

rebuketh fharply one siagriui bilhop of Veron, for ordaining

that a certainc maiden fliould be fearclied vpon a pretended

deflourment. As for the Lacedemonians,their fliort apparel,

beneath the which a man might fee their knees , and fomc

patt oftheir thighs, wasordained to make them the ftronger,

and the more warlike. But in verie deed,that kind of apparell

was light. We 'hauc yet one other greatremedieoHoue;

which is, to efchuc idleneiTe :for idleneflc nounfhcth louc,

the taking away whereof breaketh Cupids bow . Therefore

hunting and all exercifes oftrauell feme well to that purpofe.

And for that caufe Thedua in Terence, promifeth that he

will toile himfelfe as much as he canduring the abfence'ofhis

louer, that his trauell may make him to reft without thin-

king vpon her. Likcwife,hc that taketh paines,and is nltogi-

thcr giuen to ftudie, is not fubiec"t to Venerie. And in vcrie

deed the Poetsfeigne that Diana and the Mufes are enemies

to renHs
y
and care not for Cufid. For it is hard that the man

which hath any great conceit in his mind , fliould haue ley-

furctothinkevpon thepleafuresof>f>?tfi 3 or that he which

hath his limbs tired with trauell , fhould defire any thing

elfc than reft : howbeit that Ctl'm j{hodiginm in his eleuenth

book of ancient Rcadings,makcth mention ofa man,that the

more he was beatcn,the more feruently did he defire wome,

CHAP. XIII.

ofrefraining a mans tongue>offuch as be too talkatiuejf

liar?) ofcurious perfons, oj flatterers, of mockers^ of
ratlcrsandflaunderers^and oftale-bearers.

BflPT£§^e third kind ofTemperance confifteth in ruling

Jpf~pN|the tongue,whcn a man keepeth himfelffrom fpea-

fe^"H^*^n§ tQO mucn « $*fr**v enioined his difciples to

^hauefuenc^ L. :~r-gue>demurenes in countenance,

and
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and difcreetaes in heart. Cato in his paired verfcs,fetteth dowa
thebrideling of the tongue among the chiefefl vermes, fay-

ingjThat neuer man repented him of holding his peace, but

Thegreateft many hauc taken great harmeoffpeaking.lt is commolyfaid,
fp.akcrsbj That he which is hu.fti of his words,is a niggard of his deeds,

rft d'

C

fs

Ca
" Nmu taught the Romans to reuerence one of the Mufes
more than alltherefidue

)& her he named Taciu
}nsye would

fay, Silent and fpeechlefiTe -

y
to the intent they fhould highlie

efteeme offilence. And in vcrie deed, they were veriefecret

in all their enterpnfes,as we read oftheir victone which they

had againft the Perfi'ans, which was knowneof in Rome, a-

fore itwas vnderftood there,that the warre was begun.

otiinttisFdm Maximus
y
was rebuked by theconfull, for

giuing intelligence out ofthe counfeil , of the third warre in

Sccrecie a Affncke. For there is not a more behoofTuIl thing to a (fate

moft behoof- than Secrecie. Tythdgoras enioyned filence to his difciples

a ftato^

t0
a^oue aP And good caufc why, For (peech bewraieth

what aman is, as faith Ecclefiafticus. Venander one day de-

maunded ofSolcn, whether he held his peace for want of abi-

Inie to fpeake, orfollie. Afoole (quoth Solon) cannot hold

hispeace :for the heart of the fool e (faith Ecclefiafticus) is

in his mouth, and the mouth ofthe wife in his hearr. There-

fore when Socrates- faw an ignorant perfon fit mute at the

table : Thou hafi (quoth he) but this one token of a learned

man, And as Salomon faith in the fixteenth of his Proueibs,

The man that is ofvnderflandmg and skill, is fober in fpecchj

yea,and the fool e while he holdeth his peace,is counted wife:

but he is to be hated which isjliamelefle mfpeaking , and

which for a drop of wit, flafheth out a whole flood of

words.

An orator is M^rdhtsQkk, Thatan orator is fecne by his fpeech,

known by his and a philofopher alfo is knowne by his holding of his peace,
fpcaking^nd ^ by. his-ipeaking in their due times.And that could Ifoira-

by iv«ffiance
Us well skill" to tell one , which at abanquet defired him to

induc^imc. fay fomewhatofthe art of eloquence. For he anfwered him

after this maner, Iknow not (quoth he)what time and place

require
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require to be faid,and that which I know, is not meet for this '

time and place. For as the Tonne of Sirach faith, Some man
holds his pence^becaufe he difcerneth the conuenient time.

And theruponit commeth that in the thirteenth ofthe Pro-

uctbs, Setown teacheth vs that he which kcepeth his mouth,

kcepeth ins foulc, and that he which openeth his lips raflily,

frail feele hurt by it. And in the twelfth he faith , ThatJie

which keepeth his tongue,keepeth his foulc from forrow^and

that he which bableth many words, woundeth his ownfoule.

Againe inthe fame chapter he faith,Thatfrafli(peaking is like

the fling ofan afpworme :but the toungor the wifeis health.

And therefore he counfelleth vs to hedge vp our eares with
Hethargiiictk

thornes,and not to hearken to a wicked tongue: and to fet a a mancare,ia-

daoreto our mouths,and a locke to our eares: becaufe that he u'uan liim

which giuetii eare to a man,irmiteth him to fpeake, as S.^4m- t0 fpcake.

tre/c faith in his Duties.And Mercm'tc in the tenth chapter of

hisPimander faith , That the religious man is he, which nei-

ther fpeaketh much , nor heareth many things j and that he

which mtendeth to hearing andfpeaking, fightcthwith his

own fliado*vV,c6fidering that God is neitherfpoken nor heard*

that is to fay , cannot beexprelTcd, neither by word nor by

hearing,who aboue all tilings wiii haue vs to yceld account of -

our idle words. Sirach in his 20.chaptcr faith, That he is tobe

hated,which is fhamelelTe in fpeaking.And in the 2 1 .chapter, ^c m .

f

-

A babler defileth his owne foulc,and thai be hated where he fpeaketh fitcfe

chvclletb^but the man that fpeaketh litle, and is well aduifed, (nail beh 0-

lhali be had in honour. Who art thou O man (faith the PfaU nou^d.

tnift)that dell reft to liuelong,andtofee good daics? Keepc
thy tongue horn eui!!,and thy lips from (peaking guile . And
therfore he praieth God efpecially , to fet a watch before his

mouth.And Eccleflafticus faith thus,Whofhallgiuea watch
to my mouth, and fet a feale vpon my lips, that I fall net by
meane thereof, and that my tongue deftroyme not? And in

another place,Weigh thy words (cjuoth he) andputabridle M
on thy tongue, and consider aforehand,leall thou fin with thy ar

*

"ouviX
tongue : for in many words mull needs be fome fault, out fault.

And
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And asSdomon faith in the third of theProuerbs, The
tongue reUeleth fccrets,but he that is ofa faithfull heart,kee-

peth things clofe. And in the twelfth, A man (hall be had in

eftimation for his wife mouth : for a wife heart (faith Salo-

mon in the fixt of the Prouerbs) guideth the mouth difcreet-

ly,and fhall put learning vpon his lips . Rut vpon the lips of

the froward, there is as it were a burning fire. He that can-

not refraine from fpeaking, is like a citie that is open without

walles.When the Lacedemonians fat dovrne to their meals,

the eldeft ofthe companie, pointing to the doore , faid vnto

them all, Let no word go out yonder: meaning that if anic

_ thing were fpoken freely at the table, itought not to be blab-

bed out abrode. Sabek^mva the fourth /Enead of his fourth

booke, faith, That in old time it was the cuftome ofthe Per-

fians,to conccle and keepe clofe all fecrets, as a thing inioy-

red them by their ancient difciphne, vpon pain oftheir liues.

The vices of ^nc' no v *ce W3S rathcrpunifhed among the than the vice of

the tou'ng pu the tongue: for they deemed the worthie ofgreatpunifhmjEt,

jii/licdabouc vvbich couldnot hold their tongues, feein* that nature hath

c 1: raoft eafie for man to do.For(as Ow/Vfaith)what lefie

]
ins canwe take, than to hold our tongues ? Titracus faith in

Hq caoQotwt] his Sentences , Thatthat man cannot fpeake, which cannot

fyeakctHar skill to hold his peace. Vnto a certain gouernor ofa prouince, ,

to'ioM hi-"
r 'iat ^emaudedofVwwtx how he might vtfelkeepe his pro- ,

peace. ;

* vm.ee? De>no;iAxiai&, It mould be eafie to him, ifhe retrained

his choler,and hearkened much , and fpake little. Amon^ the

vices of rberfite?, Homer blameth chiefly his ouermuch bab-

ling. ThePfalmift to ihewthe clanger of the tongue, faith,

That mens teeth areweapons, and their tongues arrowes and

fharpekniues, which may do much good,andmuch euill, af-

ter as they be app!ied,theone way or the other.The kingof

>Egypt fent Ptrucas a mutton.defiring him to put afunderthe

good flefh from the bad. Pitucus fent himbacke the tongue,

as theinllrument of the greateft good , and of thegreatcft

.

euillthat is done in the world. ForasSW0W0»faith,Bothlife'J

- -and death are in the power ofrhe tongue . Saint l*nto in his

cano-

M. V
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canonicali Epiftlcfaith,That though the tongue be but afmal

mcmbcr,yctitdoth great things:and is like the helue ofa fhip

to the whole bodie,and like a bridle by the which being in the

horfes mouth we turnc his whole bodie which way we will.

And a fhip how great foeuer it bee, yet is it ruled by a fmall

pcece of timber. SaintUhn chrifoftome'm his two and twentith

Homilie to the people , warncth them that they fhould not

vndo themfcluesby their tongues. For it is the tongue that

marreth the whole body^and when the bodie is corrupted,the

mind mud needs be corrupted to.For'euil words corrupt spod „

UI worc3$
.

- r .. . f ... .
1 9> \

corrupt good
maners. 1 ea and in our daily praiers which we make vnto God, mancrs.

he will nothaue vsto vfe abundance ofwords, asEcclefiafti-

cus faith in the fifth chapter,that it is the property offooles to

vfemanie words vnto God , and that the multitude of words

without reafon,betoken a foolifh praier.And our Lord will not

haue vs to pray after the maner ofthe Heathen, whothinke

they fhall be heard for the multitude of their words.Foras S.

PWfaithinthe fecond to the Corinthians,The kingdomeof

God confifteth not in words. As touching the maner offpea-
0ffLJj^n

° Sr

Vwgptitcra fhews it vs briefly in his Duties
a
laying,That in tal-

°%

king a man muft not be too fliflfe of opinion , but muftfufTer

euerymanto fpeakein his tume , and confider whereofhe

fpcaketh 5 fo as if it be a matter of eainelt, it be done with

grauitie5or if it be a matterofmirth,ifitbe done cheerfully

:

and in any wife a man mufi not fpeake without the bounds of

reafon.Foras faith Euripiits,In the end eucry vnbridled toung The vnfcrM-

ftiall find it felfc vnfortunate : and the great talker hath'^^B^
this inconucnience , that he is not euer beieeued ; and yet Jrj s fortune,

our (peaking is to the end that we would haue our fayings be-

ieeued . Tintarch fpeaking of ababler in his treatife of too

much (peaking,faith,That as corne fhut vp in a moift veiTell,

increafeth in meafure, but impaircth in goodncs : rae
^xhe worJsof

fo doth a babler. For he increaccth much his words,by put-
grC g t t^exi

ting them forth, but his fodoingbereaueth them of all power arc vnfruit-

to pcrfuade. And as it is held for a truth ,that the feed of fuch

-ascompaniewith womentoomuch, isnotof ftrength to be-

Z get
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get childrenfo the words ofgreat talkers is barreine and fruit-

lefle. And like as in our bodies^the parts that ar e infe&ed and
difeafed, do alwaies draw to them the corrupt humors ofthe
parts next vnto them.-fothe tongue of a great babler,being

as it were in the whotfit of a burningfeuer , doth alwaies ga-

ther togither and draw vnto it fome fecret lurking eiull . He
that will fee the mifchiefes that haue happened to many men
by too much fpeaking, and the meane to remedie the fame:

let him reade the treatife of Tlntarch concerning too much
fpeaking , where he treateth ofit fo largely, that nothing can

be added vnto it:and alfo Erafmns booke ofthe Tongue. Ne-
uertheleffel may fay ingenerall, that to keepe a mans felfe

from the vice ofthe tongue, he muft efchue curiofitie, lying,

Ofcuriofaie, flatterie,mockerie , (laundering, and talebearingJ call curio-

fitic or inquiutiuenes , a difcouering of things that are to be

kept fecret . For commonly it commeth to paffe.that he which

is defirous to know too much , is a great babler . And that is

thecaufe, why a certaine great Poet counfelleth vs to thun

inquifitiue folke,becaufe he is a great babler,and the property

The propcrcy ofa great babler is io bewray fecrets, to fow difcord , to make
ofa babkr. quarrels,to offend freinds , andto make enemies.The falhion

ofinquifitiue folks is, to lcarnemenspedegrees , the vices of

their races,the doings of their houfes , the faults that befall in

mens fami!ies?whatthe neighbour oweth,and how hegouer-

neth his wife$ alfo to filch letters , to ftand liftening by mens

wals,to herkeawhat they fay , tomarke diligently what fer-

uants and chambermaids do or fay it he fee a woman pafle

through theftreets,to enquire-whecefhe coms^ifhefeemen

talke in fecrctjto learne wherofthey fpeake . To be fhort^as

Tl'Atarch faith in his bookeof Inquidtiuenes, they be like to

pullerie y which as long as they haue a graine to eat,do ncuer

leaue fcraping in the dunghill, to haue one little graine of

cornemore : fo theinquiGtiuefoike, in Read of fetnng then*

minds vpon hifrories and good doings > and other needfull

things,the which are notfoibidden to be enquired of;do fall

. to gathering and hoordin^ vp the euill of fome houfe. In this

cafe
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cafe the Athenians lhewed themfelucs to bejpod men to

jP/;/7/^,and little incjuifitiue of houfhold fecrets.For liauing in-

tercepted his courricrs , they opened all his letters and

read them, failing thofe that were written vnto him by his

mie olimpixs
y
the which they fent vnto him doled and vn-

broken vp as they were.

LtfmAchta demanded ofThilippides 3what he would haue of

him^ask what you wil (lr(qd.he)fo it be no fecret,becaufc that

commonly men conceale not any thing,but that which is euil, ^^^^
and that is the thing that the vnderminer is inquifitiue of.And but that

Lke as the fpondgie places of leather, do draw into them whichiscuili

the word of the leather :fo the inquifitiue eares do draw all

the matters that arc to be had . Therefore thelawof the The law of

Locrians was good, which amerced the partie at a good
t"eLcalaas *

fine , that enquired after newes . And like as cookes

toftirre coles well in their kitchins defire but good ftore of

fiefh raeates and fiflhermen good ftore of fifh : fo the

inquifitiue fort defire abundance of mifcliieues , great

numbers ofdealings, ftore of nouehies , and great chaunges,

that they may haue wherewith to hunt and kill.The remedy xlie remedy
ofinquifitiuenes, is neither to here nor to fee thethingsthat otcuriofme.

belong not vnto vs . For theeicisoneof the hands of curi^

ofitie, <S: is matched with blabbing,that is to wit,with babling

out againe , as fayth Tluttrch in his treatife of the Fruit

of foes . As for the Lier ,he hath no need of eies,for
xhclier.

he forgeth what he lifteth : of whome Horace fpeaking,

fayth, That he that can forget that which he neuer faw,and

hath no skill to conceale things committed to him in fecret,

is a naughtie fellow and to be taken heed of. Lying is a

vicedetefted ofGod and man , as 1 will declare anon,after

I haue treated ofthe feueral forts oflyingJFor this vice mould

feemeto be common to all men,confidering how DamA. faith

that all men are Hers . And fo it might feeme that this vice

were in fomefort excufable,vntill we confider that the word

Lic,is taken in cliuers fignifkations.^rcurie in his chap.ofvn-
*

derftandingjfaith that lying is the foundation and fubftance of an j fu^ajlce

A a ij
'

all of all vice.
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all vice, and therefore finnc is termed nothing, and leafing of

fji^
ftfort

hrmo^cc^eit confiftethofnot-bcingjorofbercauing, and
all not being or bereauing, is out ofthe truth , which truth is

God : and whatfoeuetis out ofthe truth is leafinsr. And ther-o
fore faint ^x/ien in hisfourteenrh booke ofthe Citie ofGod,
faith,That the man which liueth after himfelfe, that is to fay,

after his owne imagination, and not according to Gods ordi-

nance,which is the truth, doth furely Hue in leafing, becaufe

heliucth according to himfelfe,and notinfuch fort as he was
created to hue. And although a man liuc well

;
yet do we fay

thathe isfubiecltoleafing,by way of priuationof the truth,

which priuation heis runneintoby the finne of ^idam. For

there is not one that doth good , no not one . And therefore

SaintTWe to the Romans faith thus: IfGods truth abound

through my lying.

for

6

ofHn*
t 1 e * s anotner ôrc °t leafing

,
that drawcth nigh

orto ying,
^ whereof Dauid fpeaketh, where he faith, The

fonnes ofmen are nothing but vanitie j infomuch that ifthey

be put into the ballance, they fhall be found lighter that*

vanitie it felfe. Alio the Preacher faith* That all that is in

this world is vanitie of vanities, or nodiing of nothings : that

is to fry, there is not any thing in this world, that can giuea

man true and fure contentment, neither is there any thing

fetledand certaine, as faith Mercune fpeaking of the will of

God. And thereforewe fay that in man there is nothing but-

leafing. For they be not fo certaine as other things, no not

euen.as the heauenly bodies and elements, which be not

chaimged. For firecontinueth alwayes fire: earth, earth,

and fo of the reft. Butmanconfiftethofthc four elements,

which are diuerfe,and altercth from age to age, fo much that

fathers know not their owne children,when they haue bcene

long abfent and vnfecne ofthem. Nowthe thing that chaun-

geth after fiich fort,andisfubiec~t to growing, breeding, dimN-

niflnnganddiftblution, and confequently to fliifting and ai-

teration, cannot be true . And as Mtrcmh iaith in his

fifth chapter of Generation, The fhape of mortall things is

changed
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changed from day today, by reafonthatintimeitreturneth

from growing to decaying like a leafing ; for that which is not

permanent and certaine,cannot be true : and therefore it muft

needs be a leafing.

Another kind ofleafing whereof I intend to (peake heere, 1 he third fi

is when we difguife the truth by fallhood and deceit, or when dealing,

forourowne plcafurcs fake, we fay otherwife than it is,a vice

proper to Satan, (whomeour Lord in S. John calletha lier,and

the father oflying)and cleane contratie to God, as fulloppo-.

fit to his diuine nature , which confifteth in truth . And for

thatcaufeit is faidin Wifdome*the mouth that lieth (leyeth

the (bule . And Uauid in the threefcore and third Pfalme

faith,That the mouthes offuch as fpeake lies fhall be (topped.

And in the xxihj Pfalme, it is faid, That that man fhall goe

vp into the Lords hll,which giueth not oucr his hart vnto lea-

fing,ne fweareth to beguile . For the words of the Lord are

pure words, asgoldfined in the furnace from theearth,and

feuen times tried.And the man that wil hue long andfeegood

dayes,mu(t keepe his tongue from euill,and his lips from fpea-»

king guile.Forthe mouth of the good lmer,teacheth nothing

but wifdome, and his tongue vtterethnothing but that which

is righteous and frmtfull, as fayth Salomon . Saint lohn in

the xiiij ofthe Apocalips , fettcth downe among thofe that

follow the lambc, them that haue not defiled thcmfelues

with women, and them inwhofe mouthes no guile or lying

Hath ben found . And in the laft chapter , he cxcludcth out

ofthe number ofthe ble{ied,all liers and them that loue lying.

Plato in his Bit booke of Lawcs,faith, That he which chufeth

to lie, is worthie to haue no credit giuen vnto him : And
that he which lieth againft his will,is a foole^and ofthofe two

names,we lhould defire none ofthem both.For diftitute ofall

freinds is thatman,and vnworthy to be beleeued and credited.

And in time when he is knowne to be fucha one, he is lb

,

forfakenof all men in his hatefulloldagc, that he is faine

coleadeafohtariclifeeuer after.And in his Timacushe faith

thusjfyee be liers,yc (hall be defpifed, how great fo euer yec

Z iij be.
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be.For the manners of liers(fayth Salomon)?^ without honor*

and their confufion accompanieth them continually . And in

the fame place,Lying is alhamefull reprochto a man 5
and will

continuallybe in the mouth ofthem that be without nurture

.

And tolhewthe enormitieofthe vice,hc faith,Thata theefe

is better than he that accuflometh hirnlelfeto lie : but both

ofthem (hall haue deftru&ion to their heritage . <sfnacbar-

ft faid,Thatwhen liers are fuffered in the houfes of princes,

it is a fierie that both the kins; and the realme be 2:01112 to

decay.Eccleiiairicusabhorrcth three forts ofmen
; Apoore

man that is prowd,a rich man that is a lier,and an old man that

is a foole. AndSalom^n in his Proueibs faith, That as words

of authoritie become not a foole :fo lying lips become nos

^ prince . And inthexKk hefayth again?, The prince that

h erkeneth to lying words,hath aii his feruants wicked . And
in the vij of Ecclefiafhcus he fayth,He will not lie any maner

of! cafing,fort lie cuftomc thereofis not good.And in another

place he fayth, That the Lord abhorreth lying hps , and that

liie which giueth eare to lies T is like one thatcatchetha lha-

dow,and purfueth the wind. And pauid in the hundred and

nineteenth Pfalme , praycthGodto take from him the vn-

true way,the which heprotefteth himfelfe to hate aboue all

things,and vtterly to abhorre it. And in the Pfalme next fol-

lowmgjDeliuer mc(fakh he)from falfe lips, and from a guile-

full tongue.And in the eight and flftith,They that fpeake lies

(laith hej arc as venemous as feipents . And in the fift,Thdta

wilt dellroy them that fpeake leafings . And in the thirtith

of the Prouerbes, Put farre from me all vanitie and lying

words. Menander fayth, That all good and wife men hate
" lics,^frifotU and Z?>*»?f/r/»jfaid,Thattlie game which hers

gained by their lyingas that men beleeue them notwhen they
fay truth . And as Eccieiialticus fayth , What thing can be

xnadeclcaneby him that is vncleane ? or what truth can be

fpoken by a lier ? xArchidanm intending to withdraw the

Lacedemoniansfrom beleeuing a certain ambalTador of Chio$

floods vp and faid : How can thisfellow fay any truth, which

beareth
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beareth his lying not only in his foui r, but alfo in his head^e-

caufe the ambaflador had caufed his gray hearts to bee

died blacke. •Alt&Udes to hinder thcpeacethattheLacede~

moniaiis granted to the Athenians, did craftily counfcll their

ambafladors , to be more ftreight-laced to thefenat than they

had ben before the people , and to hold another courfe of

fneechjthan they had done.The which thing they did,belee-

uuig that ^Uilntdes had giuen them that counfel for theii be~

nefit.But he taking occafion therby to fet ail things in a broil e,

faid in open fenat,that no credit was to be giuen vntomen that

wereproued to be hers, & which in one ieif-fame raatter,faid

one while onething,and another while another.For he that is He that is

mutable in his words faith Salomon deludethpnnces.The Per- n?aJ

^J j"

Ganseftcemed lying to be the greatcft lln in the world, rand
priaccs.

thcrforc they hated debters, andnumbred them amog offen- why the^er*

ders, becauie it is hard for a debtertoforbeare lying,feeing he fons hate 4

allaieth to deceiue: and to dccciue,a man mull needs lie/Not- ^ te, s «

\yithft'anding,2?4r/w faid to his compsnions/That it was meet
chat men fhould lie, when it was for their behoof,and that the

hers and they that fpeake the truth , tended all to one effect;

andit was for men to lie, when there was any hope ofgaine to

be had by force of perfualion . But it is no maruell though a
Perilan faid th at : for that maner of lying was to a good end,

namely to deceiue the guard ofthe Magies,who had vfurped

the crowc.thar they might be killed,asthey were afterward.

And in this and fuch other like,it is lawful to lie,elfenot.Z)«««/^

detefting this vice , coinpareth it to murderjfaying in the fith

Pfalme,The Lord abhorreth the bloodthirftic and deceitful! ||S

man.Teria/jder ordained by hislaws,that he which had lied to

another mans h a: m.fhould carie a Hone in hismouth the fpace

ofa month after. TheGimnofophiits of Caldic condemned
liers to perpetuall pnfonj& the Scythians condemned alfuch

to death,or to foine other grieuous punifhmet as tooke vpon

t
!

e to foretell things that were falfe.A nd it is to be noted,that

|babhng,l) i jg, 6c inquifitiuenes,arc three grounds or vnderbe-

ixigs that re^mble oneanyther
;
and may b e reduced into one:

- Z nil For
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For the inquifithie perfon is commonly talkatiue , and the tak

katiue perfon is a lier, and a Her is mcjuiritiue , and the inquifi-

tiuc perfon is a lier . And from this fountaine fpring flaundc-

ShunJcrcrs.
rers,talebearer$J

mockers,flatterers,andbackbiters.Theflaur*

derer and the tale-bearer are theimpes of the inquifttiue , of

whom Ecclcfiafticusfpeaking/aith,That the ilaundcrer defi-

1 cth his owne foul e, and mail be hated in all things. And he

that fo continueth lliali be odious : whereas the peacemaker

and wife man fhall be honoured. And therefore he will haue

vs to ftop our eares with thornes,to the end wemay not heare

the (launderous tongue. Dauidm the fourteenth Pfalmerec-
J>&"4 carmen-

jconjn2- vp many forts ofinnoccncie , maketh 2;reat account of

wiUnochcare mm > wiatyeeldeth nothiseare to heare the llaunder or his

Ins n dghbbut neighbour.And in the hundred Pfalme,he faith,That hcpur-
jtaundcred. faC(\ him that fecretly flaundered his neighbour.And Salomon

in the eighteenth ofthe Prouerbs , faith , Thar, the words of

the tale -bearer are as wounds,and do enter eueninto the en-

trails. For he rhatpurpofeth with himfelfe to raifeflaunders,

fearcheth out all the euil that is in a houfe,to publish it abrode

afterward. Ifa woman by herouerfight haue giuenany occa-

sion offu(pition,by and by heblazeth herabroade, as though

fhe were the wickedd eft woman in the world . As for them
that are vnchaft indeed, they befiftedto thevttermoft, and

their 1 egend is deciphered without omitting anie thing . Ifa

man haue neuerfo fmall a fpeckeof vice,or of euill grace in

him,the flaundererfaileth not to make eucry Bic an elephant.

They that offend in this cafe , do finne directly againft that

commaundementof the ten, -which prohibiteth vsto beare

falfewitnefte againft our neighbour. For he thatlieth (faith

Salomon) is a falfewitnefte, Alfohe finneth againft the law
ofthe Gofpell, which faith , It were better for a man to be
drowned in the bottome ofthefea, than that he fhould giue

occafton ofoffence or ftumbling to his neighbour. And in

that f ea
nineteentn °f tne Prouerbs.The falfe-witneflfc fhall not'

1 kcth'lics ih!]~i
e ĉaPe vnpuniflied , and he that fpeaketh lies lhall periih,

y enili. And in thefiue and twentith , The man that beareth falfe-

witneffe
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witncfTe againft his neighbor is as a club,a fword, and a fharpe

arrow. And in the fixe ofthe Prouetbs,God hateth falfelips>

and thefalfe-witnclle that bringeth forth vntruth.Saint lames

faith, SpeakenGt euill one ofanother, He that fpeaketh c-
.

Hill of his neighbour, fpeaketh euill ofthe law :that is to fay,Y

in fpeaking and ludging after hisownfancie, he vfurpcth the

authoritie thatbelongethto the law . It is written in the firft

chapter ofthe booke of Wifdome, That the fpintofwifdom

is gentle, and will not difcharge him that fpeaketh euill with

his lips : For the found ofhis words fhall mount vp vnto God,

to the punifhingofhis iniquities. Therefore beware of grud-

ging which booteth nothing, and refraineyour tongues from We mu ft not
(launder. And Saint VamU in the fixt to the Corinthians , for- eat with the.

biddeth vs to eat meat with the flanderer.Thc Pfalmiflfaith, fiaunderer.

That he that williuelong,mu(t keep himfelfe from mis-fpea-

king,and from fpeaking deceit, reprouing them that fet their

mouthes to {laundering and euil fpeaking,and their tongues to

the kindling offraud and anoyance. And the feuen andfifcith

Pfalme faith, My foul e is among lions, I dwell among fire-

brands,euen among men whofe teeth are fpeares and arrows,

and their tongue a fharpe fword. By the teeth are meant falfe

reports. And in the threefcoreand fourth Pfalme,they fhoot

foorth their arrows, euen bitter words: that is tofay,Falfe and

flinging reports,tofmite the innocent in fecret.And in the 23 .

jjicman ^
of Ecclefrafticus , The man that is nulled in wordes of re- accu ft 0mcth
proch or wrong,will leceiuenoinflruclionallthedayes ofhis himfdfeoeuil

life. And in the eightenth chapter, The backbiter and the fpeaking, fhall

double tongued man are accurfcd
3
fer they trouble many that ^3^° ld

are at peace. A double tongue hath rernooucd many , and

drfperfed them from nation to nation. It hath deftroied cities

that were walled with riches, and defaced the houfes ofgreat

perfonages.lt hath dilTeuered the powers ofpeoples, and fet ^ talctca
irrongmenatdiuifion. Andinthefixteenth ofthe Prouerbs,

rer fetlcth

Tlie frowardmanfetteth forth debate, and the tale-bearer princes at

fctteth princes at diuifion.P/*fi faith in his Lawes , That we variance,

muftforbearc to offend againft good men, either in word or

deed,
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deed,and that we mull be weladuiied,that we ouenhcot not
oar felues when we either praife or difpraife any mnnrbecaufe

God is angrie when we blame him that refembleth him; that

is to fay, a good and honeftman. Sdsn (asTlntjtrik rcporteth

ofhim in his life) made an ordinance, whereby he prohibi-

ted men to (peake euill ofthofe that were dead. For it is well

and deuourly done , torhinkethata man ought not to touch

the dead, no more than to touch things confecratedto God,
and to refraine from offending againft them that are no lon-

Knhngan
o-erin the world.And it iswifdome euenin policie,to beware

bnng foovth tiiat enmities grow not to be immortall
;
ugely deenung,thac

VQi ccocila.ble railing and (laundering proceed of vnreconcileable enmitie.

enmiue. Alexander Seuerm faid, That princes ought to efteeme licrs

and flaunderers,as great enemies vnto them, as thofe that en-

ter vpon their lands by force. Forthefe dohutfeize vpon

their grounds and lordfhips, but the others do rob them of

their reputation and rehowme . In the citie ofNaples there

was one Demttr/W,who ceafed not to raile vpon Totilw with-

out caufe,andto do him all the fpight he could. But being ta-

ken afterward with all the refidue , he onely had his tongue

and hands cut of£ Nichols Scot was beheaded,for railing vp-

on MAximilitn sforcU duke of Millan . And Ltuitn a 'cap-

taine ofVenice,hauing taken manypnfoners, vfed them all

well, fauingc? odfrey Gale*r y whofe head he caufed tobe fmit-

ten offimmcdiatly, becaufe that in fcoffing at him, he called

him ordinarily the little crook-backt beaft. \j&H£#fMhv$z&
by his punifhing ofit,how much more daungcrous railing and

Maundering is, than manflaughter For he pardoned Cutnd

that would hauc murthered him, and made himconfull
j

whereby he woon him to be his friend . But for railing vpon

hlm^hc drone Timagenes out oi'his houfe: deeming that ofan

enemie he might make a friend , and of a friend a defender

:

& backbiter
^uc °^a ra^cr 3 backbiter anc* flaunderer, a man can make no-

caonocbcrc* thing clfe. And therefore he thought good to driue away

claimed. the flaunderer, becaufe he was not tobereforrflted . And he

did it not fo much for reucnge, as to fequ eiter th e fl lerer
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farrc from him. For ordinarily he was not mooued at fuch

people, Living, It was moughfor him that men did him no

further harmc than in words . Among flaunderers we put Wr£"g retur*

them, that vpon cholerdo tell oftheir cruel wrongs: ofwhich j °n€Jjfif
.

fort ofmen a wife man will make noneaccount , becaufe he

dcemeth that the wrong returneth alwaies to him that hath

told ir.

Like as dull flieth backe into the eies of him that puffeth

it, as faith Saint Ambnfe^ or like as the reflexion ofthe light

oifendeth weake eies the more, as CmhTlnUrch : fo thofe

art moil offended at their wrongs, which the truth hath

ni adv.
j to rebound againlt them that offered them. And as A wicked life

the North-call: wind draweth clouds vnto him : fo a wicked
d *a
?^\

life draweth wrongs vote it. And therefore^ prince muft be p^es niuft

well ware, that he hauc not a tickle tongue,and ticklifh eares, not haue

as Saint lcrom faith in the life of Clearks. That is to fay, he tickle t°ungs*

muft neither mis-fpeakeothcn, nor heare others misspoken "J^
10^^

of, to the end thatmenmay learn,notto be haftiein mifrcpor-

ting men, when they fee the kingtaketh no pleafure in it,

who ought to fliunfuch perfons as the plague, and to fiievv

them no good countenance. For as the wind, driueth away

theraine,fodotha frowning looke driue away the flaunde-

rer.For ifthe Prince fuffer them to come ncare him, he (hall Qrmoc^ers
become like them, not onely allaunderer, butalfo a fcorner, an(j icorner**

vvhom 2^/^detefteth in his firlt Pfalme, affirming thatman
to be bleffed , that hath not fit on the feat of thefcornefulJ.

SJcmcn in the two and twentith of the Prouerbs,forbiddeth

vs to fcorne any man in the bitternelle of his (bule. For God
who feerh all things, is he that exalteth andpulleth downe.

Andinthenmth chapter, Jie oppofeth fcornfulnefle againft

wifdome,faying thus: Ifthou haue vnderftanding, thou lhalf

be wife tothy fclfe : but if thou be fcornefull, thouihalt fuf-

ferall alone. ScorufulnelTe

And in the 14, Thefcorncfullfeeketh wifdome, andfin-Procurccha

deth it not • and nothing maketh a prince to incurre the ill ^ij'^
will of his fubiects more than fcornfukiClfle . Fur as Terence people.

faith,
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faith, They that are not rich,and they that arc nothing in re*

fpeft of the great ones, do take all things in ill part, and think

continually that allmen hold fcorne ofthem. Plutarch in the

life of Phocionfaith , That commonly aduerfities makemen
fretting,wayward, and eafie to be fet in a choler , loth to giue

eare toanie thing , and (bone offended at all fpeeches and

wordes,that are but fomewhat roughly fpoken. Whofoeucr
reproueth themwhen they do amifle , fecmeth verily to vp-

braid themwith their misfortunes, and he thatfpeaketh free-

Adraonifli- ly,feemeth to raile vpon them. For like as home being of it

mentsmuft be owne nature fweet , doth neuerthelefTc breed paine, when it

fomc^weet
1
^ *s to f°res>wounds,and parts infected : fo oftentimes wife

neile. an^ tme admonitions do bite and cxafperatc them that are in

aduerfitie,vnlef& they be wel fweetned.Whereupon it com*

meth to pafle, that ifa man do fcorne aman that is poorc and

diftreiTed, the poore man beareth itvnpatiently . The which

thing Scifto Nafta was made to feele \ who fuing forthe Edil-

fhip at Rome,and being in a maner fure ofall the voices,tooke

one ofhis electors by the hand, and asked him if he would

go hand in hand with him, becaufe the man had rough hands,

as commonly all labourers and artificers haue : Wherewith
the people being prouoked to difpleafure , did flatly refufe

,Oficafting. him. There is another fort of fcorning, which is called iea-

ftingjthe which may well inough become a man if it be to

good purpofe, but there are few that vfe it without fome bit-

terncne. For as Macrobim faith, A ieaft is as bitter as anaccu-

fation,ifitbe not fpoken fitly. Andwhenitis caftforthbya

great lord, it is infuchfort, as lightly it hath fome bitternefle

Ieafliug doth with it . Ptolomie king of ;£gypt ieafting with an ignorant

o^tlord^ Gramarian, asked him who was the father ofPf//^ ? Sir

(cjuoth the Gramarian) I will anfwer ycu, ifyou will firft tell

me who was the father of Lagus
j
meaning thereby to giue a

quip to the kings race, whereat when all his men were offen-

ded, he faid , Ifit be not meet for a king to put vp taunting

words at othermens hands , neither is it meet that he mould

taunt any other im.u

ffi
'>-.'-. IfM Next
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Next the fcorner and the flaunderer, commeth the flatte- Of the flat-

rer,whichis a veriepenllous beaft.For it biteth laughing, and tercr*

turneth kingdoms and principalities vpfide-downc. Onede-

maunded on a time of Diogenes , what beafb teeth did bite

mol>venemouily,anddaungeroufly . If ye fpeakeof tame

beafts(quoth he) theflatterer : ifof wild beafh , the backbi-

ter.Bothofthem haueamifchieuous tooth , but the tooth or
the flatterer is the more daungerous. Whenwehearea man
fpeake euil ofvs,we do whatwe can to corrctt our fault:but it

is hardfor vs tobeware ofthc flatterer.For he is not eafic to be

difecrned , becaufe he pretendeth to be a friend , andnotto

gainfay vs, and in the end he fuffereth himfelfetobe ouer-

come with reafon , and doth fo throughly bewitch the mind

ofhimwhomhepoffefleth , that it is eafic for him to deceiue

him afcerward.For as Cicero faith in his Duties,We be offuch TI,= alIurc"

nature,that to our ownTeeming we be worthic ofpraife. Now fl^^fare

the allurcmentsoffuchkindofpeoplc,aremoredaungerous, rnoredaunge-

(faith SWow^than the wounds that come by enimies.Their rous than the

words are fweet , but they wound and pearce eucn into the wounds of

bowels. And therefore BfkySmh thus:Mypeople,they that
oc

'

praife thee,feduce thee-, and diforder the paths of thy feet.

And D<iuiJ in the i2 Pfal. wifheth that God would cutout

the tongues ofall flatterers.And the thins; that maketh them

to preuaile with vs,is the loue of our feiues, as faith Vintarch

in his treatife how to difcerne a flatterer from a friend.By rea-

fon wherof,forafmuch as cuerv man isthcfaift&greateft flat-

terer of himfe!fe,it is cafi e for him to admit vnto him another

flatterer ftraunger,whom lie will haueto beawitneile and a

'conflrmerof the opinion, which he hath concerned of him-

felfe.In which cafe a prince is moredeceiued than a priuat

perfen, becaufe he is notgainfaid in any thing, norwoont to

hearc any thing that may difpleafe him. Infomuch that the

flatterer plaieth his feats the better, and more fafcly with

him, vnlefTe th e prince do as *Agej*Um did, who liked well to

be commended of fuch as were not afraid to find fault with

him. On the contrarie, /.lexanderloxim* flatterers, was ouer-

throwne
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thrownc by them, and flue Califthenes, Tdrmewo^ndThtlcUf]
to whom he was beholden for his crowne. This caufed .Ana-

charfa to counfel Crtfrs tobanifh al flatterers out ofhis court,

faying, That the prince which loueth flatterers, loucth not

the truth. Now there are of flatterers two forts 5 the one are

but trencher-men, which for a morfell of meat will footh a

man whatfoeuer he faies, like Gnato in Terence . The other

be clofe flatterers, which put vponthem the vifor of a friend,

and hold alook fromthe ordinaric fafhions ofthe peti-flat-

terers,that delight men to deceiue them the bettcnand thefe

are hard to be difcerned.And as a wolfe refcmbleth a dogfi) a

flatterer refembleth a friend,And therforeitbehoueth a man
to be ware, that he take not the wolfe for the dog. But in this

point they iumpe togither , that commonly they follow not

poore men that are ofno abilitie > but flicke ordinarily to the

greateft.Andas Plutarch faith, Euen as lice doth go away af-

ter death, and forfake the bodiefofoone asthebloudis cjuen-

ched,wherby they were fed:fo flatterers neuer refort to thofc

whofe affairs begin to go to wrack, and whofc credit decaieth.

He that is defirous to learne the meane how to difcernc a flat-

terer from a friend,let him read the fore-alledgcd treatife of

Tintarc&,from whence I haue taken part ofthat which I hauc

faid. And the matter it felfe comp elleth me to ad rhis,which

I haue taken out ofa thoufand ofthe good and goodly things

that are there,We haue(faith Plutarch) two parts in our foul,

the one true,which delightcth in things honeft, and is obedi-

ent to reafon $ theother brutifh, which delighteth in vntruth

and letteth it felfe go after affections . The friend flicketh to

the good after theman er ofphifttions, preferring and increa-

fing that which is found :buttheflatterer holding himfelf to

the brutifh parrthatis fubieel: to afFe&ions, doth rub it, tickle

it,& put it quiteawayfrom reafon. And like as there be meats

that are good neither for thebloud, nor for the finues,and do

but fwell the belly,and breed grolTe &euilflelh,fuchasis ra-

ther lulh than found and fubftantiall : fo the talke ofa flatte-

rer,addeth not any thing to wifdome and fobrietie, but either

prouoketh
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prouoketh to wrath ,or fhrreth vp a mans own difcontentmet,

or elfe maketh him proud. For the flatterer hath no peece of The defend

truth.or ofplainc meaning, or of free-dealing. But like as an
tion

ape putteth vp wrongs,becaufe he cannot keepe the houfe as

a dog,labor as an oxe,or beare burdens as a horie,and therforc

doth nothing but make mirth, and prouoke to laughter: euen

fo the flatterer, becaufe that abhorring all perill and daunger,

he cannot do good to his friend by his words in counfelI,or by

his deeds in wu-rre : refuieth not the doing of anything that

may delight or plcafe, as to be atruftiemeflengerofloue>.a

cunning conueyerofyong veneric, diligent to difcharge you

ofthe care ofthe furniflung out ofthe charges of a banquet,

readie to prepare fuppers, a carefull conueyer of concubines,

troublefome and impudent towards friends , and prac~tiiing

to call the wife out ofthe houfe , if he can. Thofe in few

words are the vertues of flatterers , whom princes of all a-

tiiers ought to beware of, fpecially the clofe ones. For as

.Cicero faith, Euerie man may efpie the open flatterer 3 but

the clofe one is not eafie to be difcemed, becaufe his flatte-

ring luikethvnder pretence of gainc-faying , and in making

countenance to haue aman in eltimation, and in the end lie

fuffereth himfelfto be ouercome, to the intent that he which

is decciucd,may thinke himfelfto haue gotten the aduantage.

The lafl impe of the wicked tongue, is the backbiter or tale- The tafebea*

bearer : ofwhom Salomon fpeakingin the eighteenth of the rerorback*

Prouerbs,fait!i,His words arc as wounds, and thatthey pierce ^ltcr*

euen into the entrails within the bellie. This trade was de-

uifedriiftby tyrants, who being acquainted with mens hu-

mourSjchofe the greateft bablcrs and the wickeddefl pcrfons,

to feme their turnes in liflning fornewes, and in hearkening

what men faid of them. Zo^jmrn faith, That vnder the em-
TpcrourConftanriM, there were euen forges and fliops of flaun-

dcrs , and that thofe backbiters laid chiefly for fuch as were
inprofperitie , in hope to haue the offices and promotions

ofthofe whom they could put out, the which made them to

applie themfelues wholy to bring vp (launder vpon them.

We
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We in French do call fuch folkeMouches, that is Flies j The
Romans calledthem Dchtoresjfozt is to fay/Talebcarersjand

the Greeks called them ^Acouflesfbiix is to fay, Hearkners, or

Talebearers Spies , which go and report vnto princes ail that etier they
wcrefirft here andfee.Thefirft that vfedthem was the ycmgtx Darius,
brought vP by whofufpeaedali men.And next him Dennis,the tyrantof Si-
cui pnnccs.

j-acufe^hoin^mjcdicdthemamongthe burgefles , that by
that means he might cafily heare all newes.But at the altera-

tion ofthe ftate,theywere the firft whom the Syracufans put

to the fword. Since that time princes hauefo doted vponthat

kindofpeople, thatthcy haue giuen them certain fees topro-

moote men, that is to wit,theone halfe of the goods of him
that was accufed, concerning the which matter there was a

law called Papics laft. But Nero abridging them of their vn-

meafurable libcrtie ofaccufing alimen,did cut offthat gaine,

? and brought it to a fourth part, whereof they were euer after

called Quartcrers, becaufe they had a quarter of the goods

that werefo excheated. Tiberius was the firftofall the empe-

rors ofRome that brought them credit , and after him Domi-

//4».Ncuerthclefle,he punifhed flaunderers very fharply, fay-

ing,That the prince which punifheth them not doth ftirthem
vp. Vefttfun and his fonne T/V^caufed them to be whipped,

and afterward fent them vnto thefands to be feene ofal men.

CaliguL would not admitany mention of a certaine confpira-

cie thatwas made againft him, faying, That he had not done

-anything why he fhould be hated,& therfore he would giue

no care to Talebearers. Traian faid,Itwas fafer for a prince

•to hearken to fuch as difcouered their faults vnto them, than

.to heare the reports ofthe other fort : and that itis hard that

thatprince fhould haue vnbloudy hands,which hath too ten-

der eares. ^ntonine didput the Talebearers to death,which

could not proue their fayings.And iftheyproued themj then

gaue he them their hire , but yet did he declare them to be

infamous, The punilhmentof fa!f-accufers is written in the

Digefts, and in the baokes of Mojfes}
whevc all men may fee

them.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XIII!

tfp 1 I- atfrinces mujl abctie allthings k

efchue Cholcr.

He fourth fort of temperance confl- .

iteth in moderating anger, the winch parabiy maC,

Afercurie hidto be vnfeperatly mat- chedwith

chedvvith rafhnefle.And therforeSo- rafhncs.

crates faid,It was letTe danger to drink

foule and rouddie water, than to

(ranch a mans choler with reucnge.

The contrarie thereofis meeldrielTe,

clemencie,or meekenefle,which is the meane betweene anger

and blockifhnes or lhcepiftines , and moderateth the paflions

that rife in vs by reafonoffome wrong or euill ipokerror done

vnto vs,the which we would punifli more than reafon will ad-

mit,if we fliould fuffer our choler to go vnbridlcd . And as a

wife and mildman mull: not be angry at euery word$ fo not to

be angry at any time,and to lcaue malefactors vnpunilhedfor

feare ofbeing angry, is ill done. And we may offend as well in

too litle,as in too great defireofpunifhing cnmes.For it is meet

we fhould be angry in due time, with fuch as defcrue it,proui*

ded that reafon accompany our anger, the which taking from

anger the cagernesof reuenge, (as Vltttarcb fayth)doth the

more fafely and more profitably punifh the partie that defer-

ueth it, without putting a mans felfe or the partie in dangcr,as

choler often doth.For as Salomon faith,he that is vnpatient fljal
? at jcncy

beare the paineof it. Mecldnes neither fecketh reuenge of

.the faultsthat are committed, ne leaueth great faults vnpuni-

fhed . Whereof all fuch ought to take good heed,as are in

authoritie,leaitthevnaflethe bounds ofmecldnes and gentle-

nellcjthrough too rigorous correction; or lay away the rigour

or correclion^tlirou^h too much meeldnes andieniticas Saint

A a Grecotie
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Gregorte fayth in hismorals.^r/^kin tbefourth bookeofhis

moralsjfayth that as inordinat anger is a vice,fo is alfo the vtter

wantofit. Forwhen there isa heinous crime, amanought to

be angry ,and they that in fuch cafe are not angry , feeme igno-

rant,miladuifed, and carelefTe to encounter the faults that are

committed. Cicero in his Duties fayth,Thereisnot anything

more commendable than meeldneffe, nor more befeeminga

great lord : and yet muft it be with condition ,that fcuerity be

MeeWncfle
raatcft-cd™& it>without the which, no common-weale can

and ckamcy, ^c wc ^ gouemcd.^riftotle in his Rhetoriks,calleth meeldnefTe

andthe dif
' a pacifying ofcholerjand differeth from clemency^n that de-

ference be- niencie is a gentlenesin punifhing, proceeding from the fupe-
3>ixt them.

rjor tQ tjie infcrior,wheras meeldnefTe is common to all men,

according to the diffraction ofSxkomas ofAcjuine.

What on er
Anger is a boilingvp ofthe blood about the hart,which(as

faith sCriftotle in his booke ofthe Soule)worketh an eagernes

topunith the offender, or elfe (as he faith in his Rhetonks)it

is a defire ofreucnge appearing with agreife,or an eager difpo-

fitiontoreaengeror elfe( asTlutarcb faith)a certaine enforcing

of the courage vnmeafurably fwelling , with the affections

that prouoke a man to reuengc.Chrifoftontc in his thirdHomi-
ly faith, It is a certaine violentnefle void of reafon.oYer* in his

Tufculanes,faith it is a certaine eagernes and inordinat defire

to punilh a party,whom we deem to haue done vs wrong.

Let vs fpeake firft of meeldnefTe, and afterward ofAnger.

MeeldnefFe is commended ofall men, and numbred by Saint

Mdthe& among tlic eight points of bleffednefTe. And yet not-

withflanding he that ismeeld and mercifull, faileth not to be

angry.For elfe he fhould be blockiTh and without any- feeling.

But he is angry with reafbn,. heis angric at the vice,and not at

the perfon.And that is the meaning of the Pfalmift where he

faith ,Be angrie and fiime not . After that manner was Saint

Vaule angrie, at the horrible wrong done by Eljuna-xhtt

Magician ; and Saint Veter at Saphyra . Mtffis was counted

themceldeflman of his time, and yet he made men often

-

fiv&Q-s to paffe tlje edge of the (word . Forhismeddneflewas

no
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no Impeachment to iuftice,and to the punifhing offin.Meeld-

ncs then is a vertuc that neither fecketh reuenge ofall faults,

nor lcaueth the great faults vnpunifhed.In which behalf ma-
ny dcceiuethemfclues, calling a prince mercifull , when he Th-kfvmg

pardoneth one that hath comitted a wicked murder , or fome
01 W1C ccd

.

other notable mifchicfe. But(as *Arcbid*mH4 (aith)this is to be Jhed hTrucl-
countcd cruelty againftgoodmen. ty againft

Mercie is occupied in pardoning, not the faults done a- S0O<* mc °«

gainft die pubhck-weale,butthe faults commitcd againflour ^ mcrC

mciK^

felucs , as ritm did , who forgaue them that had confpi- Examples of

red againft him: and ^AgeftUtu , who by his benefits made clemency g&

his enemy his ftiendrand likewife ^f«£«/fr#,whopardonedO- R,CI CY*

t»a a traitor,and banifhed Ttmagenes that did but flaunderhim
without hurting him . There was one Ctliantu accufed vnto

him to haue fpoke euil ofhim : Prouc it(qd. Augujliu)& then

fhallycfecthatl haue atoung,& that I can fpeak euillofhim
alfojibcrins wrate vnto him thatone railed vpon him :and he
anfwercd,it was inoughfor him that no man did him harme.

Alexander [aid it was a princely thing , to be ill fpoken of for

well doing.Thilip did fo much good vnto onc.thatrailed vpon

himinccflantly , that he wonne him to be a faithfullferuant>

and a trumpet to found abroadc his praifes . And when he

had enquired of his friends that had counfclled him to punifh

the railer , whether he had ben as outrageous in his words as

he was wont to be ornoj and vnderftood by them that he

(pake good of himcuery where :Lo(quothhc)ye fee it is in
Ic

-

3
.
ft

our owne power to haue good or bad report.The fame Thtlif ov;nc power

hauing one of his cies ftriken out at the fiege ofModon,when to hzuc good

lie was poflefled ofthe town, delt ncuer a whit the worfe with or 111 rcPor*

thetownfmenfor it.

tAntipnus walking abroad in iris campe,heard certaine (bul-

diers fpeaking cuill of him , wherupon lifting vp the tent, he
(hewed himlclfvnto themjandfaid^emall weepeforitifye
go not further of to fpcake euili of me . Tirrhm was eafic to

jpardon,whenfocueran)'manhad angrcd him$infomuch that

oue day (as Tlutdrcb fayrh in his life } when certaine

A a ij yong
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yong men were brought vnto him,that had fpokenmanyouP
trageous words againlthimrhe asked them ifthey hadfpoken

thole words or no. Yea fir(qd.one ofthem)6c hadfpoken ma-
ny mo,but that our wine failed vs. At which faying he failed,

and pardoned them.The fame prince being counfciled to ba-

nifh a railer thatfpake euil ofhim,anfivercd:itis better that he

fhould raife an ill report ofvs among a few by taiying here ftil,

than that he fhould fow abrode his railing here and thereby

driuing him further dt.Quintm pliminw was foone angry,but

he hilditnotlong , andhegaue butlightpunilhmentto him

with whom he was angry.Anon after that ^Adrian was created

emperor,he met with a deadly enemy ofhis to whom hefaid,

He that mod Thou art efcaped. Meaning that he would neuergo about to

fTouMin fee
^e au%ec^ °^mm,now that it lay in his hand to do it. King Lois

\tiw° re-
the twelfth did the like(as hath bin faid in anotherp!ace)when

tienge. he would not be reuengcd for the wrongs , that had ben done

vnto him afore he wasking.P/V^rw had butone only fon,who

was (lain through milTortune by a fawyer,the fawyerwas taken

and brought to PtttacM to be punifhed:But he let him go,fay-

ing it was better to pardon than topunim.p/tftarr^reporteth in

the life of Pmc/^,that there was a fhameles railer,that railed

vpon him all a whole day togither,towhom Pericles anfwered

not a word, but intended to the difpatching ofmatters ofim-

portance vntill it was night, whom the railer followed home
to his lodging ftiUrailing vpon him . And when Vericles was

come thither, he commaunded one of his feruants to takea

torch,and to light the man home back to his owne lodging.

Ve fee here a wonderful! temperance in a prince that had
abfolute power in the cine of Athens : who notwithstanding

that he had fuch power, yctyeeided not a whit to hatred,

fpite,or anger . Infomuch that he made his boaftthat there

was neuer any Athenian that wore a black garment by his

means. Pompey alfowas greatly commended for pardoning the

Mamertines that had taken part with Mzrw , howbeit

that his fo doing was for his holies &ke . Cicero fayth that

CV*r in fetting vp againc the Images of Tewpej , did the

better
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better faftcn and fettle his owneras who would fay, that by
this clemency of his he woone the fauour ofthe citizens*

wherby he himfelfefhould be guarded. Albeit thttist&gufttis
*

tooke the Alexandrians his enemies by force, yet did he par-

don them in honour of Alexander the founder 01 their citie.

In refpeel: whereofthe Alexandrians found themfelues more
beholden to him

;
tlun to Alexander himfc]fe,& commended

him in all cafes, faying that *sil?xandcr was the founder,but

istttguflmwas the preleruer of their citie. But thefoftnc0e, _
patience, and meeldneffe of DahU is nor to be compared

nc/Jf£^r
withall by thofe that I haue alledged : For he did put vpinfi-

nit iniurics at the hands of Semei
, withoutgiuing him any an-

swer , commanding hismen to let him alone, and telling them
thatGod had raifed him vp to humble him 5 and after his vi-

&oric,hc pardoned him that mifdeed,notwithftading that he
followed him calling (tones at him . Which femcth to fhew,

that the preceptofthe gofpcll concerning the forgiuingofe-

nemies,was praclifcd by princes ofgood nature,as Dau'tdhim-

fclfewitneflcth in hisfcuenthPfalm,whcrc hcfaith,lfl haue

requited euill for euill , I am contented that hcfhall purfue

me in vvarrc,and that he fhall takemeand fling me againit the

ground, and fo forth . Saint Ubn ckrififltmt in histreatife of

inccldncffejfayth> That raecldncfTe becommcth all men,but

(peciallykingsandfuchasarefet inauthoritie. And the more Mcddneswcl
power that the maieftyofa king hath to do althings:thc more befcemcth

ought he to bridle hirnfclfe,&to take Gods law for his guide, kings and

ifhe wilHiaue glone and honor of his doings. OurLord in S .

srcac atcs*

Ma f^eVwil haue vs to lcarne of him,bccajtife he is meekeand

lowly5that we may find reft to our foules.z^/J^cornmendeth

his owne meekenefTe vnto God, faying thus,Rcmember Da- s

aiV «nd his meckeneile . The which he (hewed well towards

SW,when he letirim goc, at fuch time as he was in his power.

S. John chrijiftomem his xxix Homely againit Irefulnes, faith, The benefit

Thattjicmeclemanispleafant to himiclfe, and profitable ^»"/tes.

to others : and that choleriknefl? difpleafeth amans felfe. and

•doth harm ? vnTCOthc-s. if the which 1 niuftnow fpeakejjp

A a uj order.
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order. And itistobe vnderftood , that there arc two forts

ofcholerickc perfons,thconc will out of handhaue reuenge,

andthofc arc the leffe dangerous, foa manfhnn the firft

brunt of them. For by and by they cooleofthemfelues,and

furTcr not the funnc to go dovvne vpon their wrath.For com-

monly they burft forth into words, and vtter their cholerin

whot fpeeches, by means wherof the rigour of their doings is

afluaged,as the lord of Chaumont told wifely to the Vmcen-
tincsjwhich were afraid ofthe emperors angenXhe other fort

diflemble the wrong that is done them, that they may haue

time and place to confider ofit,and thofe are very dangerous,

as Hemer fayth of ^Agamemnon
,
Although he diffemble his

anger for a time(fayth he) yet cealTeth he not to hold it faft

in his heart, vntill he ehaue reuengedhimfelfe indeed. And
as Veter of Gauntwood faid.Some men do forgiue with their

mouthjbut hatred and malice abide ftil in their heart.Neuer-

thelefle itfeemeth to the common people,(as Tluttrch&yth

in his treatifeofthe Bridling of wrath) thatbecaufeit isftor-

mie, therefore it isworkfull, Co that an angry mans menaces

arehardines,hisheadincsil:outncs, his crucltie difpofitionto

do great things , his vnappcafable hardneffe firrae ftedinefle,

and hisfurioufnes a hating of vice ^ after the maner of HeliM,

who was angry at the peoples finnes, through a certainezeale

that he had toGodward : and of Cato,who was alwaies ofthe

fame mind, towards fuch as were oiuen to vice . And to that

^£S5S? PulPofc ferueththis whichisfaidmphilofophie,thatthe cho-
° lerickfolk are apteftto learn fciences. And the Prouerb faith,

That he which hath no choler,hath no wit.Many efteemit to

be as it were the finewesofthe loule. Plate in his Lawes, faith,

That a good manmuft be both meeld and alfo courageous
j

that is to fay , not vtterly void of kindly choler, For we can

hardly without it, efchue the wrongs and harmes that arc

hard to be cured otherwife, than by fight, by viftoric,and by

defending a mans feife,and by not fnffering a mans felfe to be

wronged : the which thing cannot be done without anger and

ftomaching.And in his Tjieetetus he faith,It is hardto finda

man.
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man both foft and wittic togichcr. And they that halle fliarpc

and readic wits, and apt tobe taught , are commonly choln

ncke and haftie, as being caried with waues like fliips with-

out ankers.

^ArifloiU faith, that cholerickneiTc is a true figne ofa rea- c\ o -ricknes

die wit, and of a forward ,
braue, andgallant nature , that is is * r.kcn ofa

notilcepieanddrowzic $ and that anger muftly yfed not as
res<*-ewir.

a captaine^but as a ibuldier. Saint John chryfojhme vpon the

fourth Pfalmc of PAuidfyith, That anger isgood and profi-

table againft them that do wrong, or be negligent , and that

it is a fit inftrument to waken vs out ofourfleepinefle,to make
vs the more fierce in being angric for their fakes , that hauc

recciued any wrong or harme. Alexander from his veryyouth

did burnc with defire togo to warre, and to do fome exploit

of armes . The which thing ^rifiotle perceiuing^ to turne

him away from it , toldhim that he mult tarie till he were of

age. Nay (,'quoth Alexander ) for if 1 tarie fo Jong , Iam a- -

fraid that the great hardineiTe and forwardneflc which is

now in my youth,will thenbe quite gone rand this vehement

defiregiueth the greater force tdour doings. Yet notwith-

ftancjingthefc reafons cannot mouevs to thinke, but that all
A
3

r

jj^™olcr"
perturbations arc attainted with vice,and this aboueal others. § hat whic^is

For as Cicen faith in his Duties,A man cannot do wel and ad- done through

uifedly with anger.For that which is don with a trobled mind, perturbation

cannot bee done lteadily , norbe allowed ofthemthat fee it. ^aMy
And as faith Theadericke writing to Uhn the confull ofCham-
paine,Cholericke pcrfons haneno feeling of the thing that is

iuft,neithcrfeekc they any moderation of their reuenge. For

this caufe Saint PahU in his Epiftlc to the Romans,biddeth vs

giueplace vnto wrath,and to let it vanifh away,waiting for the

judgement or God.And Saint lames in his Epiftle faith, That
th c anger ofman performcth not the rightcoufneiTe ofGod

j

that is to fay,hindereth the accomplifhmentofGodsworke in

vs.And SaIhiah bifhop ofMarfcls faith,That wrath is the mo-^ ^ ^
ther ofhatrcd.And therefore the Lord would in any wife ex- motherof

*

elude anger,for feare leaft anger fliould breed hatred. hatred.

A a iiij And
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And for that caufe he faid in Saint Matthe^^ That wliofo-

euer is angry with his brother, isworthie to be punilhed in

iudgcmcnt.Salomon faith in his Prouerbs, That a ftoneis hea-

uie, and fand is weightie , but the wrath ofa foole is heauier

than they both. I confelTe that oft-times it incrocheth vpon

good difpofitions,as euill weeds do vpon good grounds : but

the diligence ofthe good husband doth eafily deftroy them,

to make roome for good corne,and good hcarbs. And as tou-

ching that Ariftotlt faith , That anger mud be vfed as a foul-

di er :he mcaneth a certaine kindly and princely coragioufnes,

which maketh men to follow a braueand difficultobicc1>as I
hauefaid alreadieof^lextndersfovwardncs,which prouoked

him to warre.For fuch aboil ing forwardncfle, fauoureth more
ofnoblencffeofmindjthanofwrath.And whereas Saint lohn

Cbrifoftomt faith,That anger is behoorTul^that is mentforthe

punifhingoffaults.But as he faith in thefame place, That is

not properly wrath or an£er,but a care, a wifdome, and an or-

derly difpofition, as thefatherthatis angrie with his childs

fau!t,for the care that he hath ofhimAnd whereas Come fay,

Thatanger hath a kind ofnoble-mmdcdncfle, andofrcfem-

blance vnto prowes,it is like as ifa man mould fay, that a man
which is (icke of a feucr were well dfpofed, becaufe he doth.

Ibme parts ofalufhe man in hisfits, which he could not doe if

Cliolcrickoes he were in health :Euen fo is it (faith he) with anger, which
procedctb of giueth a man a certaine forwardnelTe that oftentimes is taken

thcflrnd°
prowclTe, and yet is fofanc offfrom fauouring of prowefle

and trueforwardnefle, that contrariwife it rather proceedeth

ofweaknefle and feeb!enefTe,than ofhardineile, as witnefleth

p/i*tarc^makiag this coparifon 5 Like as the fveiling and pur~

;
fing vp of the fle/h^betokeneth a great foreneffe in the flefli t

fo id tender minds,tbe more they relentand yecld vnto forow,

the more abundance of cholcnckncffc doc they caft foorth, -

arguing the greater imbecilitic.Thatis the caufe whywomen
v

are commonly more trcafand teftie than men 3 and fick-mcn,

than men in health 5 and old men, than men thatarein the

flower oftheir youth 5 andmen in aduerfitie,than men in pro-

fpentie,
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» fperitie.But to fubdue anger is a point of prowelTe and noble-

mindedneiTe, asfaithT/«^rJ;inthelifeofx>/tfB
5 the proofe Tofubduean-

u hereof is fhewcd, not in bearing a mans felfe modeftly to-
o^nobleand

wards his fnends,or toward honeft men, but in the gentle for- vahanuorage

gluing ofthem that haue offended him,& in his meeld relea-

tog ofins difpleafure. That is the caufe why Salomon faith, It

isbetter for amnnto bridle his wrath, than to win a citie.And

lfa man will fay ,That ircfulneffe is as it were theiinuesof the

foule : in the opinion ofTintarch he fnould ratherliken it vnto
yrefu |oes jaL^

the crampe , which retchcth a man out , or draweth him in ned to tne
*

with (omuch the greater vehcmencie, as it is the more deli- crampe

rousto reuenge. And as the fame authour faith in the life of

Coriohnw,Anger feemcth to be magnanimity,bccaufc it hath

adefirc to ouercome,and will notyeeldto anyman : and yet

for all that, it is but a fceblenes, the which thmfteth the cho-

ler forth,as the weakeft and mod pafsionate pan of the foule,

no lefTe than a corrupt matter of an impoilumc . They that
choWick per

hauc^hcldjthatcholeiickepcrfonsarcapttoleame , haue fonsvnfitfor

added that thc\ were not fit fbrgouemmcnr , and therefore gouemmcnt,

that the Lacedemonians praicd dayly vnto God , to inable

them to bearc wrongs : citecming that perfon vnworthie to

be in authontic, or to dcale in great affairs, that isfubieft to

anger. That is the caufe why Chic the Lacederriorian ,
being

asked by his brother, why he was not made a iudge as well as

he
$
ar.iweredjlt wasbecaufehe could skill tobeare wrongs

patiently that were done vnro him, which thing his brother

could not do : as who would fay,He is notworthie to be a ma- That man
-

ls

giftrat,which cannot bcare irnuncs and difcountenance them, vnworthie of

There is a Grecke prouerbe which faith, That a prince rnufl *
^h'"^

heare both the iuft and vniuft. And as Lou die eleuentli faid,
j

"™
e

°

s

*

He :hat can no skill to dilTcmbie , can no skill to reigne . For

they that runheadily vpon theirowne opinions , and will not

yec id to any other,dom the end become defolate . But they

that wall liue among men, and haue todo in matters of ftate,
Jr̂

"jP^nC

mult ofneceftitie become patient; or elfe they fhall haue few or c ĉ
uaue

'

to follow them , or rather they fhall be vtterly forfaken. fewfollowrcs;

One
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One asked a philofopher,whercfote he durft not medle with

the pubhke affairs ? It is not (quoth he)bccaufc I am afraid of

them, but becaufe I am afraid ofmy felfe : whereby he gauc

incklingofhisowneouer-greatcholerickncs, which he knew
to be cleanecontrarietothe managing ofpubhke affairs.Ano-
ther asked onewhy he liked not to teach children : becaufe

(quoth he) I like not my felfe : meaning that he was too cho-

The choleric'* iericke to teach children. For as Plutarch faith , Men are not
arc vamcctc Woomtodrawa frefh chcefe with a hooke : but as for the

drce^
' <holericke,theydrawnot,butbrooze,breake and lhatter in

-pceces 5 and in ftcad of drawing, do thrutt offchildren from

comming to\cavning.CorioUnn* was a great perfonage,and but

for his choler , one of the forwarded inRome : But that did

raignc fo fore in him, that it made him of fmall account , and

vnmeet to hue and be conuerfant with menJnfomuch that to

auengchimfelfe, he difpleafed all his friends,and of friends

made them enemies, and fo he refufed therepeale of his ba-

nifhment,the which the people offered vnto him.Albeit th.it

philop4cmen\v2LS an excellent captaine , furnifhed and indued

with many vertues : yet Tlutarcb blameth him for his chole-

ticknes,faying,Thatin the controuerfies that hapnedin mat-

ters ofgouernment, oftentimes he could not hold himfelfe

within the bounds ofgrauitie,paticnce,&meeldncs,butflang

out often into choler and wilfulnes : by reafon whereofhe fee-

med to haue mo parts ofa good captain for war, than ofa fage

gouernorofa common-wealc for peace. For nothing is more
contrarie to the admitting of good caunfell, than cholerand

Anger is a too much hafhncs. Tlutarch in histreatife of the Brideling of
mcdly of all cholcr,faith,That choler is amedlycompofedofalthepafsi-

cfthc nind
°nS °^tnc ôu ^e* ^or *z *s deriued and drawne out of pleafure

and forroWjinfolencie and audacitie;itholdcth ofenuy,in that

it is well apaid to fee another mans harme j and it is matched

with violence and manflaughter, for that it fighteth, but

not in a mans owne defence, andcannotfuffcrbuttoraake o-

thermen fuffer,and to ouer-throw themiand it taketh partof

couetouihes in the thing that is mofl vnhoneft,& worlt to be

liked,
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liked ,

namely in that it is an eager and fierce defire to do

hanne,#or4<ff faith/That angerisamortmadneflc. And Car* Anger afuro*

faith,Th ere is no difference betwecne a man that is in choler,
^jj^jg

oar

and a mad man,butonely in the length ofthe time,efteeming

angertobeamadneffeoflliortcontinunce. Saint lohncbry*

foflome in his thimth Homilie faith,There is no difference be-

tweene a man pofleffed with a diuell, a mad-man,a drunken-

nun,and a man that is in choler. And ifye markc well a man
that is throughly angrie, ye fliallfind his countenance ofano-

ther fort than when he was in quiet . Ye fhall fee his eyes

fparckling, his face red and fierie, his mouth writhed,all his

hms trembling, and as it were in a palfic, his tongue Hamme-
ring, his words mifplaced,and without difcourfcofreafon,likc

the words ofa foole, ofa drunken man, or of a man out ofhis

wits.Therefore a wife man will to the vttermoft ofhis power,

bewarethat hegiue no place to his choler , no not euen in

mirth, Bccaufethat (asTluttrch faith) it turneth fport into xhe lucomic-

enmitie : nor in talke or writing, becaufe that of conference niencethat

in learning, it maketha headie heart-burning and conten- '™fa&<£

tion : nor in iudging, becaufe it matcheth authoritie with in-
c K DC$i

folcncie : nor in admonilhins; and teaching children* becaufe

itputteththera outofheart, and maketh them to hate lear-

ning : nor in profperitie, becaufe it augmenteth the enuie that

accompanieth good fortune: nor in aducrfitie,becaufc it tar

kethaway pitie, when they that are falneinto mis-fortune

are angnc, and fall to encountering againft thofe that fliould

haue compafsion of their mifene . On the contraries Thepraifeof

mild behauiourgiuethto fomefuccour,andtofomehonour5 meckneff:.

it f.veetneth fowrenelTe, and by the meekneffe thereof, ouer-

commeth all roughneffe and harflinefle of mens maners.The
operation ofcitherof them is like a cleare and faire day, in

winter and rainie weather. And therfore meeknefle doth fpe-

cially become a prince,and him that is fet in authoritie . For if Anger <Jan&*r

there be any dangerous thing inthe world, it is the anger of rousina

a prince. Princc -

And as Salomon faith in his Prouerbs, The indignation

of
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ofaprinccisas a melTenger of death,Ami in another place he

faith,That the indignation of a prince is like the roring of a

lioi^but his fauour is like the deaw vponthe grafle . And as

Tlfiktrch faith in his booke ofthe Trainment ofprinces,After

they haue once fpoken the word,the partie that is but fufpec-

ted to haue offended, is vndone.And as the naturall philofo-

phers fay, as the lightning commeth after thethunder,andyet

isfcene afore it ; and as in a wound, the bioud is feenc afore

the wound itfclfc : fo with princes and great potentates, pu-

nilhment gocth afoft appeachment, andmenarefeene to be

condemned, afore any thing be prooucd againrt them rand

that is becaufc the prince -cannot refrainc his chol er , vnlefle

the force ofreafon fet it fclfc againft theirpower , and breakc

it. For as faith Ecclciiafticus> According as the wood of th e

forrcft is, fo burncth the fire, and according as a mans power

is, fo bumeth his anger,and fo mounteth vp his wrath in fub-

ftance. Therefore the firft and chiefeft rcmcdie that we can

find for cholerickneflc,is to fubmit our felues to reafon. For as

faith lAriftotle in his feuenth booke ofMorals,Anger hcarkc-

neth vnto reafon, howbeit confufedly and negligently, like a

quicke and haftie page, that goes his way ere he haue heard

halfe his errand, which caufeth him to do his meffagc amilTc •

or like a dog that barketh as foone as he heareth any noifc at

the doore, without knowing whether he that knockcthis a

friend or a foe. Euen fo anger, through fauour& lightmouing,

doth giue fome eare to reafon , butyet fo as it runneth forth

to pumihing, without vnderllanding his commifsion.For rea-

fon had iudged that there was fome reprochful deed,orfome

contempt, but choler flingeth forth incontinently at randon,

as though it had beenc concluded and refolutely determine4

by difcourfe ofreafon, that the partie which hath done the

Naturally we wrong, is to be fought wichali out of hand . For naturally we
couccreuenge couet reuerige of the harmethat is do>?e vs, andefteeme it

wron^^bc SrCtUer ^*an lt IS ' ^nc*^e as bodies great through a

Tre^rthnn* doud , fo do mens faults feeme greater through an*er,than
hj) cju i limn ii iiT r r n
|hey be, pey be in deed

$
by reafon whereofwe be dchrous to puniflt

.

'
. them

Among prin-

ces men arc

.oft condem-
nsd afore

ought be .

"prooucd a*

gainft them.

Remedies a-

gainlt anger.

The firft re-

.medie,
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tliem more than reafon would we mould. Infomuchthat he

which will punifh as he ought to do, ought to be cleare from

anger.For when anger burfteth out, it punifheth without rea-

fon,cleaneconti".me to themancrofeating and drinking , the

which we vfe not but when we be a hungredand a thirlt. But

we do then vfe reuenge bell, when we neither hunger it, nor

thirft it, but haue begun to forgo the appetite thereof, apply-

ing it to reafon and difcretion , without the which we cannot

matter our choler . Andasthefmokethatfteameth vp into

oureies,letteth vs to fee the things that are before our ieete:

fo choletdimmeth rcafon,and fuffereth vs not without painc

and labour,to enioy the good wherewith reafon could furnifli
^
c
^°"

n^
vs. And therefore itmuU be put inreadineflelong aforehand.

a„gC

P
r

P ,c E°

And like as they that looke to haue their citie befieged
, dp

gather and lay vp in (lore aforeiiand , whatfoeuer may ferue

their turne,andtarie not til fuccor come to them from abrode:

enenfo(fa:t!iT>
/.*/r4rf/;) mull the remedies prouided long a-

fore out ofPhilofophie,be applied in time,againft ire. For by The troubled

reafonof the turmoile that is within, themind heareth not no^^Jj^
thit which is faid without , vnlcfTeit haue reafonofit owne,

faid without,

and fuch difcretion of it felfe within , as doth by and by fet it

fclfeagainft the anger and fupprefle it.And that is the pallace

which Homer m the firll bookeot hislliads, fainethto haue

refbramed.^^///^ from killing ^fgamemr.on .

Thefecond remedie is,to retire fro the mifchiefaforehand, fecond*

as foone as a man pcrcevueth it commgjasthey thatbe difea- renndie.

fed with the falling ficknefle,do withdraw themfelues in due

time,forfeare of falling into their difeafe afore companie-The

third remedicis,to follow the counfel that^/^cJcr^gaue The thirds

to sAu*t'fti:s } which was to fay ouer the whole alphabet or
rcmc ie*

A pfie at our entnng into choler, to the end that thatfpace of

tim may giue vs leafurc to moderate our anger.For the wife

faith salomon)Achicih his anger , and it is a glorie vnto

him to ouerpafle faults committed , that is, to let the offence

paffe, and not to do as Darius did, who being in an exceeding

orcatraireaeainft the Athenians for lacking the citie Sardus,

prated
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pfaled God that he might reuenge that iniurie, and ordairtei

chat thrife euerie day when his meat was vpon the table, one
fhould fay vnto him,Sir,rcmembcr the Atheniansjbut rather

as the Romans did,whotofliewthat magiftrats ought not to

be angrie in haft,tied the rods of their pretors vnto halberds,

co the intent that the delay which was made in the vntyingof

them,fhould breake and appeafc the headines of the pretors

wrath.Ifthe Pythagorians hapned to be angrie, their cuflom

was to touch one another in the hand, afore they departed

out of the place, totheintentthattheywouldnotlct their

anger takeplace,accordingto the preceptofSaint Paule.Thc

fourth remedieis,ncuer to take vpon ones felfe the chaftifing

ofthe partie that hath offended him , but toputouer the do-

ing thereof to forne other bodie, as fame philofophers haue

don,who praied their friends to chaftife their bond-flaues,fay-

ing,That they themfelues could not do it, becatife they were

too much moued with anger.As for example Arclutts ofTa-
rent,who would not chaftife his feruant becaufe he was in an-

ger with IdtShCtcerQ in his Duties faith/That a ma muftbc wel

warc^hathe benot angry when he puniflieth, becaufe anger

neucr keepeth the meane that ought tobebetween too much
and too little . And magiftrats ought to be like vnto lawes,

which punifli men,not for anger,but foriuftice.The fiftmeane

is,to cofider thatwe would be loth to be punifhed aswe would

punifh others ; wherto agreeth the paraolc ofthe Receiuer in

the Goipel, whohauing obtained fauour for his debts at his

mafters hand,yet neuertheles would needs play the tormetor

towards apoore debter ofhis own . By the which parable we

fce comanded to forgiue the wrongs that our neighbors do vn-

to vs,as godforgiueth vs freely cur mifdeeds. And for want of

fo doing,we canot haue grace at gods hand. For thus faith Ec-

cleftafticus, Doth mankcepe anger againft man, and craue

health ofGod ? Ifhe that is a mortal raan(raith he)dokeepc

anger.and craue foniiuencs ofGod; who (hall foE?iue him his

fins?£e oiindfullof the feare ofGod,andbear no anger to thy

neighfaDrJfcqd in the 2oxlup,§ay notJ mil rccuiteeuill s but
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wait thou the Lcrdsleafure, and he will deliuer thee. Sixtly,

he muff cfchueall occafions ofanger, as Cutis king ofThrace
™die!

tlid,to whom , one gauc veriefaire and dilicate veflell , but

verieeafieto be broken. Or^receiued the prefent willingly,

but he brake the vctTels out of hand. And being asked the

caufe, he faid he did it for fearc,lcaft he fliould be angry with

feme other bodie for breaking them. Seuenthly , He muft Tlic fcuenrb

confider with himfclfe the inconueniences thatmay come of
rsmcdlf*

anger, feeing that as Ecclefiafticus faith,Anger and wrath do

fliorten mens dayes.rdlentintan was fo angnc at certainc am-

bairadours,which brought him newes that miflikcd him, that

he brake a veine within hisbodie,whence the bloud ifliied fo

abundantly out at his mouth,thathe was immediatly choked

with it. Ga/ien carle of Fois had but one ondy fonne,againft

whom he was fo outragioufly fumifh, that the poore child

died ofit • whereofthe father repented himafterward at ley-

{ure
}
as Frcyjford reporteth at large in his hyftorie. As for man- Of man-

(laughters, the moil part ofthem come ofcholer. Now to afc Aaugtesfc

fure vs that manllaughter is deteftable afore God , we haue a

precept in the ten Commaundements, the which forbiddeth

vs to kill. J^omuitu called all raanouelling, Parricide, becaufe

the one was villauious and deteftab'e, andthe other was not

tollerable . Mtyfes appointed out Hue cities of refuge , for

them that had committed maaQaughter/o it were by chance

and not vpon malice; meaning that fuch as had their hands

defiled with bioud, fhouldnorb? conuerfant among other

men. Dtuid being welbeloued ofGod, and an earneft louer of*

God,would hauebuilded him a temple 5 but he was diflua-

ded from it by AM/A*»,who had commaundement from God,
tob*d him leaue the doing thereof to his fonne SaIowoh^ be-

caufe his owne hands were defiled with the bloud ofhis enc-

xnies.And as he himfelfe faith in the hue and fiftirh Pfalme, Bloudie rr.cn

Bloudie aud deceitfiill men lhal not hue out halfe their daies. fl"H not bus

And we may fay generally with Ecclcfiafticus , That a man owj**6*^
fullofanger, kindlcth ilrifcand varianceamong friends : and.

'

kxxtsh eomitieamong them that were at peace,

Of
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Anger caufeth

theouerthrow

of cities.

The eight

remedie.

^prince is

pacified with
°

patience.

. A mild toung
break eth all

rtadnclfe.

OfCholer/
Ofanger come iniurics,difcords,difagteemefJts,and often-

titnes the vtter ouerthrowes ofcities, whereofprinces repent
them afterward,or at lcaftwife areblamed for it, as Tkilip was
for Olinthus.And when fome maruelled at his power,that he
had fo foone rafed fo great a citie : one t4ge'

r
polisfaid,It would

bchoueVhitip to hauea longer time to build vp fuch another:

whereby he meant that it is a far more princely act to build

cities, than to ouertlirow them , and to deftroy them when
they be builded. The fame afiger doth oftentimes make ma-
nie topalTe the edge ofthe f#ord,euen after the field is woon,
yea andfometime euen thofe that had yeeldedthemfelues

to the mercie ofthe concjuerours -

y
which thing Cicero forbid-

deth in his Duties. ^AgefiUiis faid , He thouglit it a wonder,

thatmen tooke not thofe for traitors to God, which do euill

to poorefolke,thatcrie for mercie, andbefeech them for the

honour ofGod to pardon them ; and that they punifli them
nor more gricuoufly , than the robbers of churches : dee-

ming well and wifely,that mens liues are dearer than all the

ornaments oftemples and churches. Laftly,lct him read hy-

ftories,and consider the blame that hath lighted vpon irefull

perfons.I wil not fpeake of Ccriolane and others,who through

that onely vice haue defaced great vermes, and mifguided

theiraffairs.Norof^/f#Wffr who flue clttus, wherofenfued

repentanceby and by,and that fo great, thatmen had much a

dooto keepe him from killing himfe]fe,forthe miflikingthat

he had concerned ofhis fault. No norofclitus himfclfe, who
procured his owne death by his impatiencie and choler.For a

prince (faith Salomon) is pacified by patience,& a mild fpeech

breakethall hardneite. But 1 will fpeake of ^ugujlus , whom
we haue commended for his mildnes. For we muft needs con-

fefle,thatit wasdilgracedby thefe two deeds ofhis. The one

was,that with his owne hands, he put out the eies of one that

wasaccufed vnto himoftreafon :and the other was , that he

vfed moiifhamefull outrage, towards one that had commit-

ted adulterie with his daughter. But when the yong man had

ihewed him the law,that he himfelfc had made for adulterie,

and
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and as contented to bepunifhed according to the law,if he
had offended. ^Augujlw was fogrieued therat , that notwith-

ftanding that he had iuft caufe ofpunifhing him,yet he ate no

meat that day.And he moderated his cholerfowel afterward,

that he did not any deed vnbefeeming.hiinTelfe.'P/K/4yf^ fpea-
ncscl^Ma^ta

king ofM<o7**,faith that his cholericknes,ambition,and coue- and Syfc
toufnesjdid driue him like a mightie wind, into a bloodie,cru-

ell and vnkind old age. The fame flatArch in the life of Sylla%

faith,That Sylla fuffred himfeifto becaried away with choler

without aduifement , without fetting any other confidcration

before his eies, than only the reuenge of his enemies,without

making any account ofhis friends andkins-folke,and without

any touch ofmercie and compafsion : and his furie was fb firy,

that he put no difference between fuch as had offended him,

and fuch as had done nothing . Ifthefe examples iuffice not,

let him confidcr that a man ought to be more traceable than

a lion. Now the lion how fierce fo euer he bec,is made gentle

and tame by art,which furmounteth his nature. And fhall not

man which by nature is meeld , take paine to tame the beaft

that lodgeth within him ? he ouercommeth the nature of

beafts,and yet for all that he cannotouercome himfelfe. And * ™"
as S. lohn Chrjfcjhmctinh vpon the firft ofMatheto

9l{I char- angcr fce jng
ged you to appeafc anotherman

$
you might anfwer me that it harbereth

you hauc not other menswilsinyourhand:but Ifpeaktoyou within him.

ofanger,which is your owne beait , and lion , whomyoumay
command.And ifby cunning and good meansye can make ali-

Anger impai-
on a man ; how hapnethit that through your ncgligence,you rcth the

fuffer your felues ofmen tobecome lions? For there is no lion health both

thatdoth more mifchiefe,than anger; as the which notonely
Û̂

1C atu*

hurteththebodie,butalfomarreth andimpaireththe health

ofthe foule,weakening her ftrength,andmaking her vnwecl-

dy to all things . And a man mull not excufe his cholericknes

by this common faying,That the firft motions are not in mans
power,and therefore it is hard to refift anger. For ifit haue an

earneft defiretoany thing , it willboldly aduenturc to ob-

taine it with loflcof a mans owne blood,and with theperillof

Bb his
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&f
2krifhN his life . Forthe mouings tlicrof ' are ftaied by the ftepping in

brunts*

1

°^rca ôn
• ^nd to e*cule an>

r euiU that is happened through

anger,it is like as ifa man mould excufe himfelfe of the giuing

of a blow , by faying it was not he that didit,but his hand.As
littlealfo ought we to excufe our felues,by that,that we were
notthe beginners ofthe quarell,for it is as ifa man mould ex-

cufe himfelfe ofa murder,by faying that he was not the man
that gaue himthefirlt, deadly wound.For as faith chnfoftome

in his xxxj Homily, He that taketh not example by another

mans offence,is more to bepunifhed than theother^likeas he
is that feeing another man drunken,becommeth drunken af-

ter him . SoUn in his lawes forbad men to wrong any body,by

outrageous words in the time of diuine feruice, in place of iu-

{lice, and in placesofopenaiTembly, vnderpaine of three

drams to be paid to him that was wronged, and oftwo to ths

. common-wealrdeeming it apointofouergreat licentioufnes^,

not to be able to bridle mens choler in any fuch place.

7he endoftkefecondbooke*

The
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CHAP. I.

fjf Of Leagues.

S Tyrrhn* king of Epyrots was at a fo*

lemne feaft, one asked him, whether

of the Flute-players, vithon or Cephe-

fa was the beft ? to whom he anfwe-

fwered, That in his opinion Poljper-

ebon was thebeft capuine; as who
would fay, That that was the onely

thing whereof a prince fliould en-

quire and learne to know.For to fay the truth, the verie office

ofa princc,is to deale with war-matters,and to make hirafelfe

a good captaine,thathe mayknow how to defend himfelfe,6
>

C

to aflail his enemies when tune ferues, which is the thing that^ r
.

nce
fctteth hisfubiecls moil: in peace. For the prince thatisvali- thacfsTafoni

ant and praclifed in feats of armes,is commended , feared and is eftecmed

,

redoubted ofhis neighbors. Contrariwife,th e coward, and h e *n(i ka<l ,n

that defpifeth the art ofwarre, and hath not weapon in hand,
e'

is fubie& to the contempt of his neighbours , and to endure

warre whether he will or no . Wherefore as a prince

ought to haue great vndcrftanding in matters ofgouernment,

fo ought he not to be ignorant what belongeth to warre.And ^^ o(vt \

as his dutie confifteth , firft in the weil-ordering of the
v^Q\ t̂]^i"c

commou-weale : foisitaifoneceiTarie for him to haue skill C5mon- wcale,

Bb ij of
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ofmartiall affairs, tomaintaine the conirnon-weaie. Now as

touching the art ofwarre,Ifind not a better bookc or a better

fcholemaifter thereof, than experience
5
though enow haue

written thereof.For it is learned more by pra&ife than by fpe-

culation,and it belongeth not vnto any other to treat thereof,

than tofuch as haue fpent fome part of their life in the wars.

And ifany man ofmy calling would treat thereof,itmight be

faid vnto him that he plaid the foole, as HannibJliaidto

jpbormioj&ut to treat of policies and Heightsofwarre praftifed

by captaines, is not a dealing with the Art ofwarre,otherwife

than by accident , and after the maner of Hiftonographcrs,

who forgetthem not in their hiftories 5 but in bringing againe

of the hiftories to remembrance which make mention of

them, according tomy Predetermined purpofe , which was

to (hew how noble princes haue demeaned themfelues,both

ill peace and warre,and to deliuer as in euidence,their quicke

fayings and politike ftratagems . Of the, one I hope I haue in

fome fort difcharged my felfe inmy formertwo bookes : and

now in this,I will treat a littleof the feats ofwar,and offome

policies found in hiftories for the inftruclion of princes, to the

end that anions; the notable things which 1 haueinfertcd here

• out ofdiuerfe hiftories where they were difperfed;this which

is the principal! point,raay not tary behind vntouched,leauing

the larger difcouery therof,tofuch as dsale with arms.Wher-

inif I keepe fome order and fafhion of precepts , it is but to

treat ofthofc things infome method, which are difperfed in

the hiftories;and.notto giue any certainciudgment.whatisto

be done in that behalfe . For I hope that when the matter is

once fetdowne,a prince may vponthis difcourfe , chufe what

hethinketh good, as bees do vpon flowers . Iknowthatthe
moftpartof the ftratageraes that were found good in time

paft,are now out ofvfe , and that as Camlyfes faid vnto Cjrm^

like as in mufick the neweft fongs <5c fucla as were neuer heard

aiove>do likemen beft : fo in warre
3the policies that haue not

earft ben pra coifed, haue beft fuccefte , becaufe the enemie

doth leaftfufp eft. th era... But we may alfo fay, that many
times
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times old fongs are renewed and fong for new : and likewife in

wnrre,old policies may be renewed , and taken for new . For Nothing is

there is not any thing done, which hath not ben done afore, jj^^bicfc

By means wherofl hauc gathered and compared together,a d*re!uie
^

part ofthe oldpoliciesof time pail , to the intent that among
many,the prince may chufe that which he iliall find beft,or at

leafhvifenotbe ignorantto keepe himfelfe ircm themJForthe

knowledge ofthe policies oftimes paft , together with thofe

which he hath fcene by e\'pcrience,w:l giuc him a great iudg-

ment in the feat of war , and will make him to call to mind a-

gaine,and bethinke him ofthe things that he hath fecne at o-

ther times.Wherfore to keepe the orderthat I began with,it

istobevndcrfrood
, thattoraigne happily and to maintaine

himfelfe and his fubie&s in peace and tranquility $ it is not i~

noughforaprincetoftablilh good laws and ordinances , ifhe
donotl/kewifefetgood order for matters of war, which may
light vpon his armtc whether he will or no ; and lorn etime the

wrongthat fliall be offered him , fhall compell Jiim to warre

vpon his neighbour. So that it is hard foraprince to raigne

long without fomc warre, eitherinaffailingor in defending,

whereof itcommeth topalTc that he increafeth and dimiru-

flieth his(bee and reputation , according to his fortunate or

vnfortunnte fuccelTe. And to make himfelfe the ftronger

lie makech leagues with his freinds and allies : or elfe his ene-

mie prcuentcth him , who hauing made an oifenfiue league

with hisallouats , commeth with great power to enter into

his countrie. For the which a prince muft prouide afore hand,

as it mail be eafie for him to doe in time , if he haue ftrength,

howbeitthatitbe a terrible thing to feefo many nations a-

gainft him alone . NeuertheleHe we haue fecne almoft inma:tcrs.of

continually, that he which hath flood vpon his defence,hath flare neigh-

had the skill to vntwiftfuch knots wellmough. And the rea- bo '

:rs tlc> r'C*

fonis,forthat the princes or common-wcaies that are neigh- •

bours, doneueryeeldmutuallloue one to another, and that
a

which they do , is for their owne peculiar profit
,
fearing no-

thing fo much as the aduauncementof their neighbour. By
B b iij reafon
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reafon wheroffuch leagues arc eafie to be broken, by a prince

that hath courage,and fomc fmall meane to prolong time>and

a little skill to fway with the time. Wherfore when a prince is

atfailed by a puifsatarmy,he mull oppofe another againfl: him,

he mull fenifh well his holds , and he mull incampe himfelfc

in a placeoffuch aduantage, as his enemie may not be fo bold

as to aduenture vpon hinxAnd in the meane whil e,he mufl at-

temptby all means to diiioinc the whole league,or at ieaflwife

to ?erfome one out ofthe league, whichisfoeafiea thins: to

be donc,that as many as haue bentthem felues vnto it,haue al-

moll neuer failed. King Lois the eleuenth was very excellent

in this feat.Euery man knows how he accorded with the coun-

tie ofCharolois at Conflans ; fo that wlaen he was once taken

out ofthe play,it was ofne'ceflitie,that the dukes of Berry and

Bretaine mould be comprifedin theaccofd,becaufe they were

not offufficient power to encounter the king of France, with-

out the helpe ofthe Burgonions Another time, bauing to doe

with two mishtie neighbours, the km* of England and the

duke ofBurgoine,wlien he faw thatthe duke ofBurgoine was

not yet knit to the king of England -3 he madepeacc with the

king of England, fbasheehadnomoto dealewit'i , but the

duke ofBurgoine.King F rancis th e fid 1 was ailailed by the em-
perour,and by the king ofEngland in the yeare if^Bf rea-

fon whereof heoppofed againfl the emperour a flrong hoft,

and againfl th e king of England towns wei 1 fortific d . And in

the mean while he found means to agree with the emperour,

without calling the king ofEngland therrojand by that means
it was the eafier for him to agree with the Englifhmen after-

ward. Theemperor was fore ccmbrcd,in hauing to deale with

two mightie armies at once,to wit king Hemle the fecond,and

the Proteflants . By reafon whereof he aduifed himfelfeto

gra-unt the Proteflants their demands , that he might after-

ward bend himfelfc vpo the king.Which thing maketh me to

thinke, that in leagues there is fomewhat to be feared, and
that there is danger in entringinto them , the which it flan-

deth a prince greatly orUiaad to prouidc for.But it is not hard,

* / • to
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to vndo t!i cm, becaufe the leguers looke more to tlieir owne
peculiar profir,than to the common profit ofthem alljand the Leaguer;; re-

ibcietie which all ofthem do make, is lion-hke,as they tcrme
'^J^-

it-, for cucne of them rcfpe&eth his owne peculiar profit, |£ofitf

1

?
And if ye fet that nfide , by and by all is laid awater, But if

there befall too happie fuccelTe to any one that is in league,

and the prince fee that fortune fmiiethvpon his companion i

lie muft not by and by giuc him ouer there > and make league

againft him, asthePope,andthedukeof Millan, and allita- Lca^csbro-
Jie did for king Franca the firil , vpon his taking ofthe cmpe- ken by J;Ucrs

tour churU prifoner, with whom they had bene hncked -in

league afore again!! theking. TheLeontines,and Rhegines,

hauing entered into armes againft the Syracufanes, made a

league with the Athenians ,
by whofe ayd they maintained

the warre along time. Butin the end, when they vnderflood

by the report that Uermc crates made vnto all the Sicilians in

generall, that all that the Athenians did,was to make them-

fclues lords or Sicilie : they gauc ouer the league, and made
peace among themfelues. Moreouer, in mofl ofthefe leagues

Q
'

raWjng
tliere is alwayes fomeone that draweth backward , and com- backeotone

mcth lagging behind,as the emperour Maximilian did, when leagu?r,4ilap*

he was allied with king Lou the twelfth,againit the Veneti- ^^^^
ans. For king Lois was in the field at the day appointed , and '

.

* v"^ '

hadfpoyledthc Venetians of the places that mould haue

fain to hisfhare by agreemet ofthe league,afbre the emperor

was entered into Italie. And this flacknefle of his faucd the

citie Padoa, and a good part of the ftate of Venice . And
had theVenctians becne warriersand well prouided, they

had put king Lops to a plunge. For they had as then no mo
but him to dealc with, fo that his league didhimfmali fer-

iiice. The duke ofBurgoine mould haue ioyncdwith the

king ofEngland , to inuade the countrie of king Lcis the e-

leuenth • but he lingrcd fo long at the (lege of Ntu^ that the

king of England was £ine to returne and make peace , as

I haue faid alreadie . The league ofthe Spanifh king and

th z Venetians agiir.ft the Turke, turned by- and by into

Bb iiij t fmoke,
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fmokcby reafon ofdiftrufl that rofe betwixt them , notwith*

Handing that the Turke was ouercome vponthe Tea by the

confederate at Lepanto . Many times did the Italians and

Spaniards , ioyntly confpire to driue the Frenchmen out of

Italie.Butone whilethe Spaniards departed from the confe-

deracie, another while the Popefhrunke backe, and another

while the Venetians fell in with vs,which was a caufethat we
held our footing ftil,notwithftanding their leagues/Thefe ex-

amples with a hundred others which I leaue for briefnefle

fake, may warne vs* that a puillant and well aduifed prince,

Hull neuer want means todiileuer fuchas confederatthem-

feluesagainfthim.

CHAP, if;

OfGoucrnorsfent into thefrontiers of countries ^and

whether theyficuldbe changed^ or Jiijfered to con-

tinueJML

Hen a prince hath aflociated himieifewith

his friends and neighbors, to defend himfelfe

or to aflaile his enemies 5 It behoueth him to

take order for his frontiers , and to prouide

himfelfeofagood wife and valiant chieftaincy

to lie ordinanlie with a good number of foul-

diers, in theprouincethatis moft fubiecl: totheinuafion of

enemies. But here fome man might dcmaund,whetha {uch a

Gouernour or chieftaine oughtneuer to be chatingedjOrwhe-
ther he ought to be chaungedas thepretors,proconiuls and

prefidents ofprouinces wereamong the Romans . I haue de-

clared in the title ofIuflice,that the emperour Alexander Se-

tters* chaunged his officers ofc, and that ^Augnfms altered not

the cuilome ofthe Romans, in fending fenators into provin-

ces for a certaine time, ^riflotle in his bookes of Common-
wealc-matters, rcproaed theCandrots, forfuffering one of

their
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their magiftrats whom they called Confuls, to be perpetual!,

whereas they fhould haue beene fhifted from time to time.

And it is not to be doubted , but that that maner of dealing

was veriebehooftull in a Common-weale, wiiere cuerie man
lookes to bsare office of honour, which few fhould haue en-

ioycd a» the charge or gouernment fhould haue beene tied to

one alone , to cccupie the place of man}' good citizens , who
could haue difcharged theofhecas well as he. And thereof

T j)e $ana 0

would haue enfued a great inconuenierice, namely that anar* Tuffermgonc

mie being gouernedouerlang by one citizen , would haue goucmorcon

growne partial! in his behalfe,and not haue acknowledged a- N^jty in a

ny other for their head, than him vnder whom they had fo
P' oumce *

longferued. MorcouertheGenerallorchiefecaptaincof an

armie , that fhall haue continued fo long together in office,

would become fo rich andincreafed in honour, that he could

notfind in his hearttoliueas mcanc citizen aftenvard.Wher-
vpon it would follow of neccflitie, that the citizens fhould

fail to warre among themfelues. That was the caufc that sill*

and ^*r/Wround men at .their deuotion , wheh durft main-

line their ambition againfl the welfare of the common-
weale. The prorogation ofthefiueyeares, which was giuen

to ltdiM Crf/*rforthegouerningof thcGauls, and theouer-

great number ofof! ices ofhonour, that were bellowed vpon

Tompey^vcvc the caufeofthc mine ofRome. For there was

not in his time any goodly enterpnfe,whei eofhe was not the

executor.And although there was grcatreafon, that the Se-

nate mould prorogue the confull , Thiloes authoritie before

Tdepolis^rA hkewifeofLucullus& Metellns^khcut fending

Tc^ejtobefucceflorto theone,and Marmtobc fucceilor

totheothei : Yet had it beene better for the common-weale,
"

to haue forborne that gamc,and to haue left the warre vnfini-
,

fliedjthan to haue fuffcred the feed of tyrannie to grow vp,

to the ouerthrowofthe pubhke-weale . And I maruell not

that zffirr,'m<7id(U was pit to his necke-verfe , for executing

the Pretorfhip , contrarie to the law, but onely three mo-
neths beyond his appointed tearme ,

though in that while he

(inifhcd
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Shifted the war that had bin begun, anddeliuered the The-
bans from bondage-. For as on the oneiide^thcgreatnelTe of

the benefit encountered the law : fo on.the other fide, there

was as an apparent breach ofthe law^vhich might procure

Too great a grcat preiudice in timeto come. Now in a free cine.this ouer-

nugbtinefieis great mightincs is to be feared : and therefore it is no wonder
daungcrous in

c !10ugh P'MiccU wasin good time redoubted ofthe R omans,
a co.r.onwc3le

anc| comp e
i

} ec{ to fliew tna t he ment to make himfelfe* cquall

withthc meaneft.Andin mineopinionjthe Oitracifme ofA*
thens, which afterward was mocked at for banifliing a fellow

that was nou^ ht worth,was not without great reafon. For had

not the excellent citizens beene bndeled by exile
, they

•would at length haue growne fo proud ,that they would haue

made themfelues kings and maimers of the citie , as Tericles

tnight well haue done,ifhe had beene of an ambitious mind,

and as others did afterward that were meanerthanhe. And
therefore I make no doubt of it , but that in common-weals

In monarchies -there oughtto-be no fuch thing . But in Monarchies where
Dccdech no one alone commaun.de th, it is betterto fet a gouernor or vice-
chaungeef

roy, that mall continue there all his life , After that maner
.
goiKrnors.

jiaVLe our kingS cl onc in Piemont with iiappie fuccefle. But if

the peopleof the prouincesmake any complaints ofthe coue-

toufnefle of their Gouernour, or of his extortion and great

crueltie, or ifthe prince doubt ofhis loyaltie,infuch cafes the

prince muft reuoke him,and fend a new in hisroome. Confaluo

was called home from Naples by the king ofAragon , who
was fo iealous ofhim, that he feared leaft he fhould abufe his

authorise, and defeat him ofthe realme . But ifa Gouernour

benottoofull ofvice,itis much better that he continue ftili.

For he fhalllearne howtobehaue himfelfe towards themen
ofhis prouince

,
by acquainting himfelfe long time with their

humors.And for his knowledge of thecountrie, he fhalido

goodlier exploits than a new lieutenant could do : befids that

he fliall be more loued and regarded of the Soulchers , with

.whom he fliall haue fpent his yong yeares.

CHAP,
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CHAP. III.

Ofa Lieutenant-gencrall , and that xhtrclchcucth no

m but one to commandan armit.

S^^V^'^H'
O r 'imiucn as a prince cannot be alway with

hisarmie,itbehoueth him to choofefome

excellent captaine,to haue the commaun-
ding thereof. Now it may be demanded^
whether it were better to appoint two or

three to that charge , or to be contented

with one, for if one alone haue the execution of that charge,

no man ihall controll him, whereas mo doing their dutie

well , may do more faithfull and trufheferuice, by ftriuing

who ihall do beft. And this manerdidthe Athenians vfe,

who for a time held the dominion of the Eafternefeas j and

ib did the Romans who fubdued the whole world . The A-
thenians in their warresof Sicilie (which were of great im-

portance) lent thither Nicets 3vA*4lctbiadei, And ordinarilie

they had two at the leaft,and fometimes ten together that

commaunded. T he Remans moft commonly lent the two

confuls to the warres,who ruled the aimie with eoiuilj power.

But they that did lb , found not themfelues euer beft at cafe}
^We haue an example therofm three Tnbnnes of Rome fent
to hau°*J^ 1

to Fid en e with authoritie ofconfuls , who through their dtia- commaundeta^

greement& millakingone anorhcr,were like to haiK brought in an armie.

the Roman holt to rmne.AlfotUey vfed but light war?. Fcriri

dines ofdanger they made a Dictator > that one might abfo-

lute'y command aloncrbeir.gofopinionthat onealone might

bettergouernc an armie thanmany could, becaufe itis hard to

find two or three excellent captains in a whole countrie.'as

T'.i y
; or Macedonic fnd,He maruelied how the Athenians

could edery yeai e appoint ten captains to commaund their ar*-

tait,whereas he could find but one in all his rcalme.

And
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And in good (both, had the captaineswhom the Atheni-

ans appointed,bene no wafer than they that appointed them,

their common-weale had fmarted forit. In a certaine dano-e-

rous warre,they had appointed many companions to MUtU-
</ej,amongwhom was^n/?/^,who as wife as he was,yeided

vnto Milciadss the authoritie of commanding -

}
the which

thing the reft ofhis companions did hkewife, being contai-

ned to do it by his exaple, which was the caufe that al things

went well.He did as much to Th&mftocUi his enemie, where-

by the Athenians rcceiued maruellous profit.For ye lhali nc-

uer find two men ofone felfe-famc humor. And if it were fo
5

yet the one is fo thrufc forward with ambition,enuie, and iea-

loufie againft his fcliow,that they failc not to marre all. IfA"/-

ce*i* andiAlciludeshad beene neuer fo long togithcr, they

would neuer haue agreed.For the one was toollow,and the o-

ther too quicke, after the fame maner that Fabiw and Minu-

c'ihs, Vaults vtemilius and ^rwvere : for it %theone did well

one day, the other mard ail the next day, the harmc whereof

the Romans, felt a long time after.

In our ciuill warres we had two princes in our armies j of

whom the one tooke vpon himtocommaundj and the other

would giue noplace to him . And in hope to content them
both, vnto the one was committed the vai:ntgard with the

tokens ofbattel! 5 and vnto the other was committed the bat-

tell, rather inname than in effect: whereat the othei difdai-

ning', was a caufe that a good part of the armie was broken.

Therefore the belt is to hauebut one generall.And wemuft
not here take example at common-weales : for their vphol-

ding ofthemfeiues is dearer vnto them, than the ouerthrow-

ingoftheir enemies. Andbecaufetheouergrcat mightinesof

a citizen is daungerous to their Hate, they had rather faile in

the otherpoint,than to giue too great authoritie to one alone,

for feare icall: he mould fail to vlurping, or that his grcatndle

ihould caufe fomefedition inthe citie. But a king,who cannot

be depofed by any one alone, how excellent and valiant a

captainfo euer he be, is neuer in that doubt, norin the diftruft

wherein
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wherein common-weals are. And therefore he ought not,

but vpon fome necefsitie , to commit the charge of his armie There muft

to any mo than one. Afo he rauft beware,that with his gouer-
b

Q

c™ m

nor he fend not other captains, that efteeme themfelues as inan armie.*

great or greater than the general). For that were the way to

fct all out oforder, olymptm thought me did well, in fending

the Siluerfhiclds tothefuccorof£«wf»«,butl1iemardallby

it : fortheir captains made fo great account of themfelues,

that they would not obey him, no nor fcarcely accept him for

their companion.By rcafon wherofthey betraid him,and deli-

ueredhim to hiscnemie. Theruineofthecommon-wealcof

Rome , came oftwo citizens well neereof equall power, of

whom the one would abide none greater than himfelfe , and

the other would hauc no peer e. And becaufe either ofthem
was ofgreat credit with the Senate , theyfetthe whole citie

togithcr by theeares Butthekingwhocariethhis coufelwith

him , and hath neither tribunes nor confuls ,
difpofeth of his

ftate at his owne will , and no man dareth intermeddle with

the gouernment,further-forth than is to his liking.

CHAP. mi.

Whether the chiefe ofan Armiejhould begentle

or rigorous.

Ere is offered a queftbn which isno fmallone, that

|p?f|F^| isto wit, Whether the chiefof an armie, be he

£^1^*3 Prince^ng>orneutcnanttoaking, ought to vferi-

W&±Jk*fi got rather than gentlcnes,as well towards his foul-

dicrs,as alfo towards the countric which heintendeth to con-
cjucr?For there haue beene, which by their rigorhauebeene
obeied& rcuerenced.both oftheir foul diers and ofthe coun-
tne where they warred , and by that means haue compafled
their affairs verie well . And otherfome haue gotten fo great

good will by their gentleneffe, that they haue woonmore by
their
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their courtefie , than the others haue done by their cruelties

For gcntlcnes They that prefcrregenrlenes, allcdge Tmcles , who was very
and courtefie.

an(j patierit,ancl was wont to fay, That there mould ne-

uer be any caufe,why any man mould were a black gowne by
his means.Yetnotwithftanding as gentle and patient as he was}

he gouerned that infolent people without any rebellion/pen-

ally at the beginning ofthe wars ofPeloponncfus, where the

peopleof Athens faw their goods fpoiled from outof their

windowes ; whom notwithftanding their eager defiretogo

out againft the Lacedemonians, hckeptftill at home by his

gentle and honourable perfuafions. Xenofhon maketh Cyras

gentle,courtecus,familiar,and void ofall pride,roughnes,and

crueltie.^/* was meeld and gentle to his men of warre,and

vfed his enemies withfo great courtefie , that he woon the

hearts ofthe Spaniards by iuch means, ckouercarne them ra-

ther with honorable dealing than withforce. Plutarch faith as

much of Lueullix. Infinic other examples may we alledge;

of fuch as haue ben obaicd by their men ofwar, and ben loued

far rigor and °^a^ tne *r countries.On the contrarie part,we hauefome that

^ruclcic. haue kepttheir people in order by aufteritie, as-^W/«*7V-
^Hutm and many others. HanniballwM cruell and ftourejas

well to his men ofwarre as to his enemies. And yet had he an

armie offundrie forts offtrangers,all obedient and well orde-

red5 andbefidesthathe drue to his fide many of the allies of

the Romans.And they that hold this opinion , haue for their

ground a fure and vndoubced reafon,namely,that nothinghoU

T
dethmeninawefomuchasfeare, andthathe whichisdrea-

wcaretUfo^"
dcd,is better obaied than he that maks himfelfe bcloued.For

foone as a nothing doth fo foone wcx ftale as a benefit . All men loue

good mrne. and commend him that doth them a pleafure , and fuch a one

isfollowed ofall men, but foone alfois he forgotten .-whereas

he that is feared and had in awe,is neuer forgotten. For eucry

In gouerning man bethinketh him of the mifchiefe that he (hall run into,

of a multi- ifhe faile to do the thing that he is commanded . And this

tudepunifh- feare js ofmuch greater force than loue.In that refpeft Corner

Ich mere ^m Tac'im faid,Thatto the gouerningofa multitude^unifh-

than pitie* naentauailed more thangentlenes. When TamerUn came to

befiege
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befiegcacitie > the firft day he would haue a tent of white/

which betokened that lie would take all the citieto mercy, 6c

good- copofaion. The iecond day he would haue oneofred

:

which betokened that although they yeldcdthemfelues,yet

would he put fome of the to death at his difcretion.The third

day he had a pauilion all blacke, which was as much to fay, as

that there was no more place for copafsion,but that he would

put al to fire & fword.The fear offuch cruelty caufed al cities

to yeeld thefelues at his firft coming,And he could notdeuife
captai

-

rc
to haue don fo much by frendly dealing,as by that means.Ne-

js to b e puni •

uertheles itis the cuftoraofwar to deal hardly with that cap- Hied-, which

taine, which defendcth a place not able to be kept, againft an j°^ct

^
*j

army roiall : to the intent it may ferue for example to fuch as ^b^defen-
would withftand an army,in hope to come to copofition. For. dedagainft aa

who they fee there is no mercy, they yeeld thefelues afore it armie roiall.

come to the cano-fliot.Which maner the Romans pra&ifed.

For had the battel-ramonce begun to beat the wals, ther was

no great hope ofany copofition. Whcn/«//w Ctfar had loft Somrimeitis

the battel at Dirrhachiu,as he fled,a litle town did fhut their needfull tovfc

gates againft himrwherinto he cntring by force,facked it,tothe
cruc^e»

intent to put others in feare, that were minded to do the like.

&*f*r was mild& gentle ; but his gentlencs could not procure

the opening ofthe gates to him$& this cruelty of his,was the
caufe thatno ma durft deny him to come in. And as hvScipioj

although he was a valiant and fortunat captain • <Se as gracious

as could be:y et was he not alway obeied, but had rebellions of

ofhis fouldiers againft him, fo as he was copelled toturne his

gentlenesinto rigor. Machiauei handling this cjueftion, is long

time balancing of his difcoufe vpon Quttuhs^vderm Coruinw,

& Pubhcoh
}
dl which being mild& gentle,weregood captains

and did many noble feats ofarms,werc wel obeied of theirme
of war,& obtained many fake victories. Thefc he compareth
with other valiant captains,that were rough,ftowr,& cruel,as MachiaueU

Camilla*>Appin* Chudiai
y
M anlta* Torquatus

}{k others. And diftin&ion.

inthe end hemaketh a good diftinc1ion,faying,Thatto men
which liue vndcrthelawsofapublik-weale,the manerof the
proceeding ofM alius is c6mendab!e,becaufe it turneth to the

fauour
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fauourof thepublick-wcale. For a man canwin no partakers

which fheweth himfelffo rough to euery man,and he difchar-

geth himfelfcofallfufpicions ofambition.Butinthe manerof
the proceeding of ydtrms and TuUicoU , there may be fome
miftruft,becaufe of the friendihip and good fauor which he
purchafed at his fouldiers hands , wherby they might worke
fome euill praftifes againft the liberty of their countrie . But
when it commethto the confederation ofa prince, asJCeno-

fhon painteth vs out a perfect prince vnder the perfon ofCymz
the maner ofpMicola,Scipio y and fuch others,ismuch more al-

Ic is <yood
lowable and dangerlclTe.For the prince is to feeke fornomore

that a prince at his fubietts and fouldiers hands ,butobedience and loue.For

fliouldhauc when a prince is well minded on his owne part, and hisarmie

ftionaied to"
**kewife a^^ct̂ xt onty towards him , it is conformable to all

him alone,
conditions ofhis ftatcBut for a priuat perfon to haue an army

at his deuotion , is not conformable to the reft of the parts,

whom it ftandeth on hand to make him hue vnder the lawes,

Whether a
an(^ t0 G^eymagiftrats«But there remaineth yet one doubtvn-

lmctenantge- decided, which is whether a lieutenant-generallof anhoft,

nsral ftiouS who is neither prince noj king,butis fent by a king to comand,
be gentle or ought to be gentle or rigorous. For he cannotbefufpe&cdto
rigorous.

1 makc his army partiall . And though he hadit fo,which thirl*

he can not do , he mould fmally preuaile againft his prince.

Wherfore in this bchalfej would hold as well the one as the

other,to the obferuation ofthe lawes. I would be rigorous to

the men ofwar. For thereis not fo beautiful! and profitable a

thing to an armie,asthe execution of iuftice , and the keeping

ofthe lawuninfringed. The which if ye once brcake in any

one man, thoughhebea verybraue arid valeant fellow ; ic

muftnecds be broken in diuersothers . But, the difciplinc of

The gcnerall war being well kept and obferued ,th e generall ought to be fa-

ought to be miliar towards al his fouldiers. Alexander was familiar, gentle,

familiar in ancl courteous to the common fouldiers . Entente was to
behauior and

them)Doth gentle and louingJ«//» Cafar was likewife, and fo

^Trdp°inc!
n

were all th c excellent emperours.On th e oth er fide, they alfb

werewclbeloued,andyetindifcipline they were rigorous. I

haue
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hauc told you nerctuioic c TnfHce , how the
faid hiUm Cdf^r^Angu^w^Traixn^ certain others winked at

{mall faults, but were rigorous inothers,as towards manners,

traicors,andileepersin the watch,andfuch others afbrealled-

ged.The reafon was , that they would not in any wifecorrupt

the difciphne ofwarior feare of the mifchiefe that might en-

fuennd thcrfore they neuer pardoned thefaults ofthem that

infringed it.lt is a wonderous thing.that Cafir being but a citi-

zen,and hailing his army but offucii as ferued him ofgood wil,

and being lately afore difcomfited at thcbattellof Durazo,

andfl:eingbefore the army ofthefenat^vas notwithftanding

not afraid , topumfhluch as had not done their dutie in the

battelljinfomucli that whole legions were faine to foe to him

for mercie . Which doing, fheweth thegood difciphnc that

was in the Rpman armies,and the faithful!feiuice whichthey

did to their generall,to whom they had giuentheirotb.Anon
after again,wh en he gau- battel 1 to rompeyjn'h&i what cheer-

fulnes did all his fjuldicrs accept it ? With what zeal e and

jrood will did thevbearc with their grnetall? and with what . - . ,

feercenelle did they nght ? 1 he Wiiicnieruethto lhcw,that
tcrh not rhc

feuci ltic takcth not away the loue ofmen ofwar, when they louc-ofmen

perceiuethat otherwife their chieftaine is valeant and wor- °f war*

thietoruic. For then they impute it not fo muchtohisau-

fteritie,as to theirowne faults . Which ought tobe punifhed

according to the law . Tamerlane hanged a fouldicr ofhis,for

ftealing a chcefe. This rigour was was very needfull .Forelfe

he fhouid haue had no vittels in his campe, which was alway

followed with infinit vitellers . And by being fo rough tow-

ards his fouldiers, hegot the good will of whole countriesan

execuungiuftice vpon his men ofwarre according to the law.

He was gentle to fuch as fubmitted themfelues vnto him,

but fliarpe and cruelltofuch as refitted him : which was

the way to winne much people. And no man withitood him.

Wherfore 1 conclude,that wheth er it be th c prince himfelfe, -

or whether it be his Iicutenant$he mult notbefo gentle to his

fouldiers,astobearewith ail their faults : norfocdurteousto
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theplainecountne-mejaJb»"^~ L -

n * ~"

v^uni^ics urnis leuerity^tnat they may ftand in aw ofhim.But

he mud referue his aufterity for the wicked and fcubborn fort;

and he mud vfe gentlenes.meeldnes , andlouingnes,towards

his good fouldiers and fuch as hold out their hands to yeeld

themfelues vnto him,whom lie ought to intreat well> not for

adayortwaineasfomedo, butforeuer, to the end that the

people which are his neighbors,may be allured to do the like,

when they find that this his good dealing
, proceedcthnotof

difsimulation,but ofthe very loue,mecldnes,and goodnature

of the prince.

CHAP. V.

Whether it be better Ho haue 4 good army and an euill

chieftaine,or agood chieftaine andan euill army.

He prince that hath to deale with arms,

. oughttobeprouided of two things,

namely ofvaleant and well experien*

ced captaines, and crgcod and well

trained fouldiers. Forhttlebootethit

tohaue a good chieftaine , that hath

not <rood men of war: or spod men of

warthathauenota good captaine to

lead them.But the queitionis,iri cafe that both meet not togi-

thcr,whether it were better to. haue an euill army and a good

captaine,or a good armie anda bad captaine . This cjueftion

feemeth to be doubtles. Notwithftanding forafmuch as Ma-

chiAHell puttethitin bailance, although he refolueit after the

common maner^yetam I to fay a word or twaine of it by the

way,to confirmeitthe better . In thisdifcourfingvponthehi*

ftorie oftjtm Liuiut,he faith, The valeantncs ofthe fouldiers

hath wrought wonders, and that they haue done better after

the death oftheir captaine than afore, as it befell in the armie

which



OfGouernors. 387
which the Romans had in Spain vnder the conduftofthe £<:/-

pios^hc which hauing loft thofctwo generals, did neuerthe-

lcfte ouercomc their enemies. Moreouer he alleageth LucnL

Ins, who being vntrainedto the wars himfelfe > was made a

good captaine by the good pcticaptains of the bands that

were in his armie.But his reafons are notfufficicnt, to incoun-

ter the opinion ofthofe thatvpho:d,That an army of flags ha-

iling a lion to their leader , is much better than an army ofli-

ons ,that haue a flag to their captaine.

And in very deed , ifeuer battel! were won , the winning Thewinning

thereofis 10 be attributed tothe captaine . Itis well knowen, ?
a" c *

that fo long as the Volfes had CorioUne to their captain they U° f„^ ĉ
°

hadalwaiesthe vpper handagainfttheRomans.Butasfoone cy ofthe cap-

ashewas dead,they went by theworfc. "inc.

When the Romans had cowardly captains
,
they were

continually beaten by the Niimantines : bur when Scipio

was once chofengenerall, they did fo well ouerfet their ene-

mies, that in the end they rafed Numance it felfe . And as I

haue faid in this difcourfe , when one vpbraided the Numan-
tines, that th cy fuffcred themfelues to be beaten by thofe,

whom they had fooften beaten aforcjthcy anfwered,That in

very deed they were the fame m.ecp,whom they had encoun-

tered afore,butthey had another lhepherd.Thismewcthfuf- Someone ma

ficicntly, how greatly fomeone man mayauaileinanarmie. J^-q^^"
Antiochus not regarding the multitude of his cnemies,askcd a

captain, How many me he thought his prefencetobe worth?

making account,that he hi mfclf alone fliouldfupply tli e num-
ber which idle captain dcfircd.Eumenes had not an hoflfowel

trained as his enemies: and yerhe guided it in fuch fort, as he

could neuerbeouercome. When ^inti?onus fuppofing this

Eumtnti to haue bin excreamlyfick,was purpofed not to haue

loft the faire occalicn of difcomfiting his army,as foone as he
faw the good gouernancetherof,mdged incontinently that it

wasagood chieftaine that had the ordering thereof . And
when heperceiued the horflitter of £#w<f^jafarreofr, by

and by he caufed the retreit to b re founded, fearing more

C c lj that
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thatwhich was within the 1 itter,than h e feared fine and twen-

tie or thirty thoufand men.The bondmen ofthe Romans had
not beaten them fo oft, vnleffe it had ben by the good gui-

dance of SpArtacwSertorius had the whole force ofRome a-

gainft him,and yet could neuerbe ouercome. Epaminondaf-

and VeUpidas did by their good gouernment, traine people

that h ad no skill ofwarre/and vanquished th e greatell wa Tri-

ors ofall Greece.JFor it is a hard matterthat any army, be it

neuer fo wellpraclrifed in wars , mould be able to maintaine it

The sk.'lfu'r.cs fe|fe againft a politick and valeant enemie. I lay not butthat

m*v*ifoid*r
tnc^ may ^8nc valcantly-but the skilfulnes ofthe captaineof

his'enemics their enemies may be fuch,as to diforderthemby vfingfome

battel! which cunning deuice , the difappointing and preueuting whereof,

belongs to the captaine and not to the fouldiers . As for that

which is alleged otthe Scipios, it will not ferue.For ijafmuch

as the battel! was well ordered afore,the Romans might well

obtame the vi&ory,though both the confuls were there ilain.

Likewife, notwithstanding the death ofthe duke of Burbon,

yet was Rome takenby his army , becaufethe fouldiers that

hadaduentured vpon theaflault, knew not of the death of

their captainc.And the-Thebans failed not to get the viftory

though Ei Aminondas was wounded to death.Againc,the em-

perors armie which was fent againft the marques of Branden-

brough , gat the vichorie notwithftanding that duke Morn

thegencrallof the field loft his life there . Andastouchihg

that which is faid of fuCfdlw, who had little experience of

war^that is very true : Neuerthelefle he behaued himfelfe fo

difcretly in the warre wherein he was imploied , that he was

nothingbeholden to Tompey,which bereft him ofthe honour

ofconqueringthe whole Eaft

.

And to (hew that he was not led by the aduice of his armyt

but by his own skill jbeing at the fiege ofTigranocerta,& be-

ing counfelled by fome to raife his liege,.and to go meet his e-

nemy who was coming towards him with great forces,and riot

to (layabout the city:he beleeued his own wit^and vndertook

a leoperdous aduenturc . For with the one halfe ofhis armic

he
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he went to encounter his enemie , whom lie ouercame , and
left the other halfe afore the citie > the which he tooke at his

returne.AlfoP/«/drf/;commendet!i him highly, for gorier-

ning himfelfe fo weH,confidering his fmall experience.! know
that an armie without a head, may fight lb valcantly as no
faultmay be found in them ; but a very fmall ouerfight may
put them out of array.And herunto the laying of MacinAuell,

That a good army without a capta"ine,becommeth rebellious

and vnweeldy to be deltwith,as itbefeil to the army of Ma-
ccdonie,after the death of^/^Wfr.Therfore we mull con-
clude, that as the members haue no function without a headj

no more hath an army without agood chieftaine.

CHAP. VI.

Of the order which the men ofoldtime didvfe in

jetting theirpeople in battel ray.

Ith we haue giuen a head to an army , now
we mud come to the heart, and prouideic

ofthat which is requifitfor itwithin,which

is nothing elfe but the good order that is

to be vfed in ranging the men of war in <

battel-ray. For in this order confideth the

welfare and life ofthe hod . This in mine
opinion , mould be handled by a man that had followed the

wars the mod part of his life ; the which thing I cannot do for

want ofexperience.Wherfore I leaue this chapter as a bianke

paper,to be filled with good and goodly difcourfes ,
by fome

valeant and wel-experienced captsine.I wil but only fet down
themaner vfed in old time, (hewing how they ordered their

battels.The Greeks had a great battaile compacted and do-
fedtogitherofmany Tanksj which they named a Phalanx.

Whenafou'dierof a former ranke happened to be daineor ofttaPfca-

beatendowrie, he ofthe next ranke dept into his place j and
laDX '

lie ofthe third ranke intoxhe place ofthe fecond : and fo con-
4

C c iij ilqucntly
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fequently al the reft,as the Suiffers alfo do at this dayfa as no

ranke was disfurmfhedbut only the hindermoit ; the former

werealwaies kept whole and vnbroken, by reafon of their

great number, fo thronged and clofe couched as they were

hard to be opened . And albeit that the Romans were moft

The policie of expert in warre , yet could theynot tell how to haue disfor-

pauluiAcmi. ced the Phalanx of Ferfeus
,
except Taiilas ^Aemilms had

tiw* bethought him to chufe a place,where they could not march

fo linked together.And when he difcouered any part of their

battel! openedjhe made fomefmall troopeof hismen to enter

into it,andfoby fighting in fmall companies in places where

heperceiued any default,he brake their aray and difcomfited

thcm.Butthe Romans had another order, which might hold

thetackin fight a whole day,after fuch maner as I wil tel you,

prcfuppofing that they deuided their people into many forts

ofcompaeies.Onc was ofa CAmarada of ten men , the which

they termed a Maniple,a word wherby they betokened that

which we call a bandAnd fetting afide many degrees like vn-

tooiiiSjthey had their cohorts, of fix hundredmen a peece,

or there *.bouts.Then was the legion, which was of fix thou-

fand footmen , comprehending with it three hundred horf-

men,and was compacted of ten cohorts : Wherein were two
forts ofarmour,the one light , and they that wore thofe,were

named Vclites, which ferued to slurmifh as our harquebufirs,

our foilorne hopes,and our light horfmen do now adaies.And

they thatwore the heauier armour,were called Cataphracli .

The order o i £Jow hauing their battell compacted ofa legion , or making
the Romanic-

niany Dattels ofeuery legion, they ordered them to battel],
£'oas

* not in the forme ofthe Phalangs, to fupply the places as they

failed from ranke to ranke 5 but by receiuing one ranke into a-

nother, after which manner they would continue the fight

ftoutly a whole day togither.

And to that end they parted their legion into three

maner ofmen,thatis to wit, Pikemen, Principals,& Triaries.

j
Tikemen. The Pikemen being the formoft and of leaft valeancieand

experience/ought thickc fet
3
and had many momen in their

battell
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battell, than were in the fecond,which was ofthe Principals,

who were ofmorepraftifeand experience than the pikemen.

For thefe had theirranks clearertha the former, to the intent T*i: Principals

that ifthefirlt battell were foyled, they might retire without

diforder within the battell ofthe Principals, and there begin

the fight againe. And ifit happened by mifchance, that the

battell ofthe Principals was foiled alfo, which happened not

oft, then they werereceiuedby the Triaries, who had their THcTiiarie.

ranks loofer than the Principals, that they might receiue into

them the fouidiers ofthe other two battels. Now thefe Tria-

ries were the valianteft and btft experienced ofall the ar-

mie. Thcrforcby the orderly retyrmgof the Pikemen and

Principals, into the ranks ofthe Triaries, who were old foui-

diers, the fight was maintained more than afore. So then the

'

Pikemen who made the forefront , had their battell well

fluffed and furniflied with men. The Principals had their

battell fomewhat thinner, that they might without diforder,

receiue into them the former ranks. And the Triaries were

twice as thin as they.And after that maner they fought flout-

jy, without diforder all the day long. And it may be, that the

fame order being brought in vfe againe,might be found good
and profitable.

CHAP. VII.

Wkxt he ought do which fetteth himfelfe to defence.

T behooucth him that is aflayled

in his owne countrie , to fct him-
felfe in defence , and to do what
heecan, as well to preuent, as to

breake the force of his enemie

.

This is to bee doone diuerfe

wayes : either by laying afore-

hand to floppe the paflages where
hec muff come 5 or by fuffcring him to come into the

C c inj plainc
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plaine fields tofightj or by fortifying the towncs, and by fet-

ting ofgood garnfons in conuenient places, without relpcft of

fpoiling and wafting the countrie where he is to pafle$ or by

maintaining an army not to fight with the enemie,but to keep

him at theftaues end,and to cope with him in a narrow room,

and to cut him off from all commodities that he might haue

ifhe were at large , to the intent to comber him, or to make
him retire ; or elfe to draw him to fome combate to his great

difaduantage. As touching the keeping of apaflage to ftop

the ensmie, it is mifliked by willum BetUy in his fecond book

ofWarlike difcipline, and by Machiaucll in his difcourfe , be-

caufethatfeldomeorncuerhathitbeene found, that an ene-

mie hath been letted to make himfelfe free paftage, ifhe had

agreatarmie.TheSwiflers(asthc aforeledged authors wit-

neffe)in theyeare 1/ 1 y ,did ceife the common paflages ofthe

mountains, to ftop king Francis from going downeinto Italic

Butyet forall that he failed not topafte another way, where-

of they no whit doubted rinfomuch that he was feenein the

plain ofLombardie,afore the Swiflers were come down from
their rocks.Thc Spaniards that kept the paflage of Suze, not-

withftanding that they were many, and had fortified them-

felues, were broken ncucrtheles by the conftable of France.

The fame Spaniards beingincamped by theriuerBehamby,

and ftronginough to ftop our arriaicfrbm pafsing , did neuer-

chelefle abandon the place,when they faw the duke of Guife

with launcc in hand, and his armie following him , enter into

the water to encoudter with them. ThekingofCaftile had
caufedtheriucrofDerneto be well garded,andyet the duke

ofLancaft er and the king of Portugall , found the foord and

pafled ouer it. No man could ftop Htnnib.ilhom pafsing the

mountains Pyren, and the A 'pes , t6 come downc into Lum-
bardie. Mariw encountered the Citnbrians, not in their paf-

fage", but on the hitherfide ofthe mountains, aforetheyhad

gotten to the padiges ofthe Alpes. Andtherefidue bailing

p*f?*dthe mountains,were met withall in Lumbardie. King
Vbtlif of Valois had appointed GodmarduFaj to keepe the

iflagc
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paiTige ofBlatKhetakein the riuer of Some, with a thoufand

menofarmes,befides crofTebowes of Genoa, and fix thoufand

rn en on foot. And yet was he forced from the pa(Tage,and the

king ofEngland paflfed with all his holl,hauing but fix houres

to paffe them in, which was the time betweene the ebbe and

the tide.TheFlemingstookeftoutlyvponthem , to flop the

paflage ofthe Frenchmen ouerthe riuer Alis,which was both

deepeand muddie ; and although it was about the feaft of

Saint Martin
,
yet notwithftanding" a part of the vauntgard

'palled about a league from the bridge of Comines, in two or

three boats, whereofthe greateft carried not aboue ninemen
at once, who after they were arriued , did hide themfelucs in

an Aldercarre,right oueragainft theplace where theytookc

boat. And when they were all togither,they marched againft

theFIemmings,andwoon the bridge ofComines. When the

marfhall of HeiTe fent the Reillersinto Fraunce, by the con*

A\\\\oiMonpeur tfiAndeht • thelatc earl e ofNeuers,and the

marfhall ofSaint ^Andrew^tic fent to flop their pafTage, be*

caufethcriucrsbea;anto fwell bein£ in the end ofOctober..

Yet for all that,they letted not to paffe , euen in the fight of

our men,and fo they went ouer to Orleance without gainfay*

ing. Intheyeare ijo7.they came againevnder the leading of

Cafitnire the countic Palatines fonnc.To ftop whofe paflage,

b*caufeitwas notmeanttohafarda pitchtfield, apart of the

kings power was fent vnder the leading ofthe dukeofNeuers

thatnowis,whofparednotthepioners to make trenches , nor

tofet lets in places that might bee waded, nor to cnterlace

trees to flop the paffagc: and yet all this could not let them,

bar that they pafled at their cafe . Afterward the king.to flay

the meetings ofthofc whom he meant to punifh,ceifed all the

bridges and paflages, and fetgood gards at them : and yet for

all that they cealled not to paffe in two places of the riuer

Loir, to Bonnie and Rofyers,wherethe Monfierd' AndzUtXtz-

dmg great companies,paffed his men both on horf-backc and

on footc at a foord, though he had fome of them drowned,

^Charles Murtillwmtd not for the Saiznlsat the paffage of
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Loir, but went to meet them on the further fide oftheriuer,
and gaue them battellnearevnto Towers. *Aetitu taried not

for ^ttilaat the {traits ofthe Alpcs, but with the helpe of

the Frenchmen encountered him in Fraunce. Monfeur d\Au-
malle had a faire and great armie vpon the borders of Ger-*

manie^and there he taned for the duke of Bipount, but he
fpared not to paffe on

,
andtoger thetowneand bridge of

Chantie. Lmian captaineofthe Venetians,had ceifed all the

wayes that lead to Brent , hoping thereby to keepe backe
Cardoh captaineof the Spaniards, or clfe to giue him battell

to his drfaduauntage . But Cordon found a foord fomewbat
higher>and palled his armie infilence, afore LiuUn had any

inckling thereof.

The duke ofSaxonie ftaied with a few men at the riuagc

ofthe riuer Elbe, thinking to ffop the paflageoftheEmpe-

rour Charles the fifth. But he found another mallow, where

he paffed his armie,to the duke of Saxonies confufion. The
irjountains of Italie neuer made the Hunnes or Herules a-

fraid : for they leauing thofe high rockes behind them, got

the paflage of Aquiieia, and palled all their people there.

Although the Greekes bare themfelues in hand , that they

could defend the ftraits of Thermopyle againft the Perfi-

ansj yet could they not quit themfeluesfo well, butthatin

the end they were inuironed, andthePerfians found a path

that one FfUltes mewed vnto them, whereat they paffed,

and made the Greekes abandon the place which they kept.

The wholfotr. But Them?ftocles vane aduics, neither to £ard the enterances
conn ew ot

Q{ (jreccc . becaufe he knew it was vnpofsible ; nor to hold

anie fort m the atic or Athens, leemg they were to deaie

with millions ofmen : but he chofe a place of aduauntage vp-

'

on thefea, to encounter th e Perfians to his aduauntage, who
werenothing neere fo expert in fea-mattersas the Athenians

A pafiagc is
wcre*And whereas they mould haue encountered at the paf-

Docrobe keptfagc' is ofopinion, that they fihoufdhaue* cncoun-

but with great tered there wkh all their forces. For it is hard to keepc a jJaft

forces. fa^e againft a puiffant armie,without great force.Andifan a r-

-i j - • - mk
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mie happen to be defeated at the pailage which they take to

keepe,it isan vttcr difcouragement to the whole countriejas it

bd eil at the comming of VxnvFranci* into Italic For asfoone

asthe cities ol Lumbardie which had put their trull in the

Swiflcrs,faw the French armie, theywere fo wholy difcoura?

ged
}
that they vvid not to what Saint to vow themfelues, ne

could take any other counfell of themfelues than to yeeld to

the Frenchmen. As touching the fortifying ofa citie,andthe
ofthe nJa In

planting ofa garrifon there , Vericles vfed that fafhion againfr. 0 c.

gar r

'

l{ons

the Lacedemonians. For albeit that they had burned all the incicies.

territoneof Athens, yet would henotfufferone man to go

out toskirmilh with them, but thought it berter to keepe frill

his forces than to hazard them,becaufe he knew well he was

not ofihength to match them. Another mancrofdefending, An aririe to

is, to hauean armie, not of purpofc to encounter } but to puifueihec.

wcarietheenemie, as FMus hada2;ainR HtnnilJ - as kino;
nemievvul>

' ^ out pJuin rr

Tranc'n had vnder the conduct of the Conftable in Auig- ^m battelL

mon againft the Emperour charlei the fifth $ as the duke of

Alua had at Naples againll: the the duke ofGuife ; and as the

fame duke had in Flaunders againfl: the prince of Orenge.

And this maner of encountering is moll fure , and leaffc

daungerous , fo it be not in way of defence, as I will fhew

anon.Forin cafe of availing, a man mull: alwaies bercfolute to

encounter, and thinke that great enterpnfes arc not without

fome hazard.In which behaife Ntceju did greatly amifle : For Tl»c fauleof.-

hauing a great power in Sialic , hee did nothing butturne to

and fro, andlole his time in confulting, fo long till the cou-

rage and hope ofhis people were quite quailed. Onthecon-
trane part, the feare which his enemies had conceiucd at

the firil brunt,whenthey fawfo great a power , by little and.

little vanished away. And he Was to blame, for that by too

long lingjing, vpon defite to do his things too furely,helet

flip the occai ions ofdoing manie good and fake cxploits,not-

withftandingthathc vndertooke them well, and executed

them with fpeed : but he was flow in refoiuing, and cowardly

iiaduenturing.. !fli [ ,j ;i ^ „ ur J tv \*

The
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An army to The fourth mancr of defending, is to haue an armierea-

tF

JL

Cncmy ^e within the countrie , and thereto wait to giue him bat-

tell, as TUmyrU did againit Cyras . For (he tarried for him
with a quiet foot, and her Maflagets about her within her

countrie of Scythia. And as BafiU duke of Mofcouia did,

who did the like on the further fide of the deepeand fwifc

riuerBonrthenes. But therein he did amide, for that where-

as by encountering with Conftantine the chieftaine ofthe Po-
lonians as he waspafsingtheriuer, hemight haue made the

vi&orie certaine : by his fighting with him in the plain field,

without aduauntage t he loft the battel!. And fo did the if£-

tolians againft the Romans, forwantof prohibiting them the

paflage ofNaupaft. So did the Venetians vnder the conduct

odalmUn attheriuer Dade,againft king leSvis the twelfth.

So did the viceroy ofNaplcs,andPr^r o/»«»4,againft the

Frenchmen.And fo haue many others done , who verie fcl-

dome haue found good fpeed. For the courage and lufhneile

ofa conqueror, mull: be broken by taking him at fome aduan-

tage,as when he is incountered at fome paflage,afore he haue

fet his men in aray, or haue palled them all ouer: or by delay-

ing and drilling offthe time , if he cannot be (topped other-

wife.Butifnecefsitic require, then mull he be foughrwithall,

as Themi/lodes did vnto Xerxes
y
Ifannilrall vnto Sciptt , and

Charles Martell vnto the S arzins.

CHAP. VIII.

The fortune

Whether it be Utter to driue off the time in ones ownt

countries togine battellout ofhand*

cf'abatellis f^PfF'J^k 0^ * A<
{
ue$ of Trivulce marfhall ofFrance , faid,

not to be ha- p^pp^That a prince mud neuer attempt the fortune of a
zardcd^vrJcs J^battell, except he be allured by fome great aduan-

ad^ann^rbe
™*2&<!*^tage,or compelledby fome vrgent n^cefsitie.Itis to

jQffcrcd!

a
grofte a kind of play , to hazard a batteil when a man ftands-

vpon
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vpon his gsrd. Gafely one ofthe great captains ofEgypt, laid,

Thatthe warresofgreateft importance , which at the begin-

ning haue vehement and fodaine fwayes , are vvoont to af-

fwagcofthemfeluesby intermifsion and fpace of delay: and a prince*

that on the contrarie part, a man cannot aftay a battell in his not aduentun

owne countrie without great daunger,becaufc there is noway a battell in his

to amenda fault thatis done in battel.For ifthe battell be loft,
°7thout°" rcat

the countrie ism great pcrill to be loft too,as befell to the Ro- daunger.
&

mans at the battell of Carinas againft Hanniball. To Campfon

and Tumonwey againft Selim^ and vnto the 1 aft king of Hunga-

ne, who chofe rather to bid the Turke battel , than to winne

time ofhim : tor he loft both his life and his kingdome.A'f r

by loofing the battell againft the Greeks , loft but his men,

becaule he was the alfailanr. But Darius by giuing battell in

his owne countne, loft his whole kingdome . And to fay the

truth,it wastogrofle a kind of play, agamft one that had fo

fmall a reft. And he fhewed himfelfe too negligent in his own
defence, and too haftie in bidding battell . Too negligent, in

that he bein2;fo jrreat a lord, and hauins; wherewith to fetout

a million of men, he tooke not order to haue three armies in

a readmeiTc, one to enter into the countrie of Greece,theiby

to turne their forces backe againej another to watch at the

paflagc into his owne countrie, and the third tobe about him
in his realmc.to gather vp thofe againctogither , which had

not beene able to defend the pallage , and to haue encamped
himfeltcin afure place of aduauntage, to follow the taile of

^Alexanders hoft,as Fabius did the holt ofHannibal , that he

might not be compelled to come to a battell. But in ftead

ofbethinking him what he had to do (as commonly they do

which vpon anouerweeningof theirowne grcatnes, do de-

fpife their enemies) he let lexunder come in fo farrc, that it

gau- him courage to trie his fortune . And when Darius favv

him well forward in his countrie , he made verie great haft,

with an infinitum richer ofmen , to find the new conquerour,

and he was fore afraid leaft he Hiould fcape his hands and re-

turne without battell . But ^Alexander eafed him well of

that
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that feare,for he came to meet Darius in the face, and with a

wellordcred armie gaue him battel], and difcomfited him.

Wherin Darin* did greatly amide, for he might haue held

him play with his great number ofmen, <5c haue wearied him
with fome ofhis light horfemen (as the Parthians could well

skill to do afterward to the Romans) without hazarding the

Thedefpifiog fubftance of his armie. And the thing that vndid him , was
of their enc- his ouerweening opinion that hefnould ouercome Alexan-

ucrdirow of°"
^eY c €̂y w^icn ist^ e tning tnat ouerthrowethallfach

great prince*.
as vpondifdain to their enemies,do fet no good order in their

affairs,and in the leading oftheir armies.This difpifing ofene-

mies caufed the lolle ofthe battel 1 at Poy<ftiers , where king

John was taken pnfoner. Andofthe battellofthe Mofcouits

at the riuer Bonfthenes , which alfo^didputthe citieofSe-

moleuch indaungerof taking, if the winter comming on,had

not foreclofed the Polonians from befie2;in2; it . Cafar bein»

inpenurie ofall things,went to feeke Tompsy , with intent to

giue him battel!. Vampey being wife, would not tarie for him
there, becaufe he was fure that ere long he Ihould haue him
byfamin. NeuerthelefTe being ouercome with the fuit of

hiscaptaines thatdefired battell ,
vpon truftof their power

which without all comparifon was farre greater than c*fars
y

he gaue him battell and loll it,by putting the allured viftorie

togitherwiththe time,in hazard of a battell, to the ruine of

the Senate, and ofthe whole common-weale . Now then,it

is a great fault to put that in hazard atone houre , which is

They that ha-
ûre

>ln tarying the time. And they that haue fo hazarded

zard ihefclucs thcmfelues, haue commonly beene vndone . Contrariwife,

vpon necef- they that haue hazarded thefclues vpon necefsitie, haue had
iitie, haue c6- the vpperhand.The Spaniards being entreda good way into

{Ucceflc?

00 ^e ^an<^s °fthe Venetians with a power well armed, were fo-

dainly abafhed,to fee a mightie armie readie at hand • and to

auoid the daunger wherein they faw thernfelues, they fled

before the hoftofthe Venetians, and took the way to Trent,

butyetin order ofbattell, howbeit withfmall hope to efcape

them.

But
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But Lulnian and Loridam
, fuffcring not the fairc occafion

that was offered them, to flip away , did thruft themfelucs

forward in fuch headlong haft , that the viceroy of Naples,

and Prof.tr Co!onne
y
chok rather to trie the vncertainc chance

of battell,than to truft to the fmall hope of fairingthemfelues

by flight j andfo (landing refolute vpon that point,they caried

away the viftorie . The.dukc of Guclders finding a great

power ofthe Brabanders comming vpon him, was fbreafto-

nied,for he faw that he muft either fight thirtie to one,or elfe

fhutvp himfelfeina citie. To fhut vp himfelfe hewas loth,

and therefore fully refoluing himfelfe to abide the battell, he

fell to giuing charge vpon his enemies vnprouided, who be-

ing taken with a lunaukc feare , fled away without ftriking a

ftroke. StVlico went and charged fuddenly vpon theGothes,

as they Were going into Gallia. At tl\e firfl: they were afto-

nil'hed at the fuddenand vnprouided onfetibut at length,

refoluing to abide the batteUthey not onely ouercame him,

but alfo returned into Italie by thecountric of Genes. When
Jml^t

Mtnfride gauc battell to the duke of Aniou, the duke of
fai,i c

'

0f^/^-
Anious armic began to want food , as well for the men, as for fittL ,

their horfes. And in driuing off the time a while longer, and

in tarying for his men that were difperfed in diuerfe places of

hisreahne, he had both made himfelfe the ftronger, and al-

fo brought his enemieto extreme necefsitie . But in chu-

fiii^ rather to fct vpon his enemies while they were wearie,

and ill at eafe of the long iourney that they had made j he

found by experience that nothing is vnpofsible to a concjue-

rour: ror he loft the battell and died. Carafe the countie of

Mathaion, would not beleeue the counfell of them that

would liaue had him to follow the French-men that drew

toward Salerne,and to haue cut oft their vittails without figh-

ting with them, vnlcfle they could take them in fome place of

aduauntage ; or to get betweene Salerne and their campe, to

keep them fro entring into the town,& to make them returnc

into the Bafilicat,becaufe they watcd both vittels & artillery.

But of a brauerie he would needs giue them battell,. becnufe
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they were but few in number : and forhis labour he loft the
field. For the lord of Pcrfie attending him with refolution,

difcomfited him.Had he beene trained in the fchoole ofking
Z<foa theeleuenth, he would haue learned , that he which
hath the profit of a warre,hath alfo the honour, therof.When
Ferdinand king ofNaples began to reconquer therealmc of

Naples, he wasfoioyfullofhis good fortune, that In abraue-

riehewould needs giue battel! to the Frenchmen, comrade
to the aduice ofa great captaine,who counfelled him to hold

himfelfe clofe within Seminara, vntill he were more certain-

ly aduertifed ofthe intent and powei ofthe Frenchmen -

y
tel-

ling him that the counfels which promife furetie in all things,

are honourable inough 5 and that they which by a fond ouer-

luftmelTe of courage, do hinder the means whereby a matter

fliould come to good lftucare void of honour, fhamefull, and

miferable. But this good counfell was ouercomc by the wor-

fer, fo that he gaue the Frenchmen batteli, whowoonthe
day, to the great confufion. of Ferdinand, and of the Arrago-

nians. <
The Frifons being aduertifed ofthegreat preparations,that

the countie of Oftreuant made for warrc againll them,metin

counfell to coniider what was heft for them to do;many gaue

counfell to bid him battell at his firft arnuall , but lues louire,

a man of perfonage as big as a giant, and wonderful 1 valiant

withall , counfelled them to watch the time, and not to ha-

zard their forces againft ftroger thanthem{elues 5
faying,Thac

theyhad many good ditches and trenches, which would dis-

appoint horfmen wherein their ^enemies ouerniatchedthem,

and that their footmen lhould foone be wearied and tired

with the comberfomnefTe oftheir iourney,and with the fmali

{lore ofvittails which they fhouldfind abrade in the country,

foas they might be rid of them for the burning of a dozen

Villages. Yet notwithftanding they forbare not to giue bat-

tell, and loft it.The men ofLiege would needs fight with rbe

dukeofBurgoins men, who was entred with an armed hoft

into their countrie : and they did it againft the counfell ofthe

lord
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lord ofPicrandes,who would hauc them to win time ofthem,

and to put their meningarrifon . But he could not peifuade

the common people to do fo, arid therfcrethey were alldif-

comfited,and left eight and twenty thoufand men d: ad vpon

t lie field . Now mull we a little fee , how ive in France haue

fped in that behalfe.King Thilip ofValois,gaue battell to the

Englifhmen in his ownerealmc at a place called Creflye, and

was there ouercome.King Uhn truiln?g in his ownforce,chofe

rather to giue the Englifhmen battel at Poicliers 3than tofub-

duc them by famin and vnrcfl : and he for his labour was ta-

ken pnfoncr:but cbtrlcs the fift,hailing taken another courfe,

and helping himfelfe with the counfellofFaHw
%would neucr

hazard his lhte vpon a battel l
5
by means wherofhe ouermat-

ched the Englifhmen, and did fo much by his countenances,

that he tockefromthem almoft allGuien euenfrom vnder

their note, and feazed vpon the towns and cities ofthe duke

of Brerame . A nd when any man fpake to the king of"giuing

battel!, hiscounfeli wculd fay thus vnto him; Sir,letthcm go,

they can neuer get your inheritance forfmokc. For when?
ftorme commeth into a countrie,it muft in the end needs de-

part againe.King Ed-xardwas wont to fay of him,That neuer

any king did ledeput on armouiyior eucr any king did worke

him more incuberace.for he cocjuered Guicn without battel. Ch*rtn thefjfc

And the king ofEngland with two puiffant armies leuied both^r

^
a

"J}^
atonetime, could do no more but waft and burnethe coun- men by* ta-

rry,wichot)t winning fo much as any one citie ofaccount . At king opportu-

the beginning ofthe wars ofPcloponnefus,TWc/f; chofe ra- nuY ume *

thcrto fee theforraying and burning of the territorieofA-
thens,than to go outofAthens to hazard a battel

j
perfuading

himfelfe that the delay oftime,would cjuaile the force ofthe

Lacedemonians. fMus Afaximusoumhrcw Hannihallxxxoit

by not fighting , than other captains had done by fighting

with him.At thefirft encounter ofTrcbia^hcc&uiQSerr'promus

had giuenafoileto the Affiicancs, he was fo puffed vpwith

tha: hi it •kitrnifh,that he thought al was wonne, and that the

want ofa httle hardincflc , was the onely let that the wane

D d was
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was not brought to a full end, contrarie to the opinionof

Self10 his fcllowcommifsioner.And fo he loft the field, Flam'u

nit*s being vnmindfull ofthis lofFe , would needs do the like,

and he alio was ferued with the fame fauce. Mimttius ftriuing

to follow their fteps, had ben vndone }
if Fabius had not ben$

as rarro was , who by like headincs was the death of fiftic

thoufand Romans at Carina.

A manmayfay that Marcellus wearied Hannib allm(o ma-
ny combats,that hefeithimfelfcdifcomfited by winning,but

yet in the end Marcellus abode by it . And although fortune

began to turne her back vpon Hanmball^ yetnotwithftanding,

had not the forefight ofFabius ben,the valeancy ofMarcellus

had ferued the Romans to fmallpurpofe . But Hanmball ha-

uingtwo valeant captains vpon him at once, oftwo diuerfc

humours,was fore incumbered how to dealewith them. For

when Marcellus had loft a battell, Fabius was readie at hand

toftop Hanmballhom pafsing any further . And in this cafe,

feeing the Romans were able to mainraine two armies , and it

ftoodethem on hand to conquer , or at leaftwife to rccouer

that which they had ioftattheiournyof Cannas: they were

not mifaduifed in their counfell, to chufe thefe two braue

captains offo differing humors,to the intent that the continu-

all fi^ltting ofthe one rnii>ht wearis HannibalL and the lin^c-

ring ofi^/^migntouerthrowhim. But this is not eafiefor

all men to do, and fpecially for the thathauenot their people

trailed to the wars as the Romans had, who fentthem out of

Rome as it were by fvvarms. After whofe example,the prince

that is able to leuie ftoreof men and well trained, needeth

not to be afraid to giuc battell,to vncumber himfelfe ofanoi-

fome enemie that cannot be driuen away but by fight.

The Romans did fo againft the Gaul es and Gerraaines,

againft Pjn tojand againft Kannibdl. So did chitles MartA
againft the Sarzins,and Vhilif ofValois againft \&ti9Efarard.

But when a prince fees that fortuneis againft him , thenmull

he alter his manner ofdealing, as chtrles the fifth did againft

the Englishmen . For the former victories that they had ob-

tained
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tamed againft the Frenchmen , had taught him to feeke the

oportunuie oftime.For fith the former way auailcd him not,it

behoucd him to try another.

TheGaulcs wert valeant and furious in fight; andther-

fore Cneus Snlpicms did well toprotra&tirne with them.Han*

a/W was inuincible inltalie,and therefore F'alius did wifely

in trying another way; and Scipto did boldly and valeantly in

making warre in AfTricke > to turne him away from Italie.If

Manfred had taken the aduauntageof time at Naples, he
had done wei : for he had cut the combes of the Fenchmen,

who arc furious and almoft vnprcgnabie at the firfl brunt; and

had in fhort time brought charUs to vtter want ofvittels and

monic.Contrariwifc it flood Conradine on hand,to giuc battell

to CharUs dukeofAniouashedid : For he was to reconquer

the countrie.And Charles of Aniou being but a newconque*

rour,andasyetfcarce well alTuredofhis kingdome, was not

tohaucrefufedhim^ncitherdidhe. For there are times and there are

feafons which permit not delay, but require of necefsitiethe tunes that ad-

hazarding ofa band. mit no dcla/-

In our ciuill warreswehaue fecne two captains , that

haue vfed means cleane contrarie one to another,and yet

thepurpofe and rcfolution of either of them was commen-
dable, and had come afterward to a good end, ifit had been

ripe.

The duke of Guife a braue and valeant captaine,

ifeuer any were/ought battell by all the means he comd,and

could not away with lingering dclaies, the which he did not

without great reafon. For firft he ment to alay the fire which

he faw incrca/ing in fuch fort,as it would be hard to quench,

ifit were once throughly kindled in all parts . Againe, he

feared leaft the prolonging oftime,wouldincreafe thecontra-

ry fidc,and that many would incline that way , ifit were not

reuented by deftroying the chiefe leaders of that part by a

loody battel.And as for winning therof,he thought himfelfe

fureofit. For although the contrary party had the choife of

the fouldicrs ofthe old bands;yet had he not fuch a number of

D d ij horfmen
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horfmen as the duke of Guifc led,the which alone might be

a caufe ofvittorie} for thefootmcn do nothing without horf-

men.Moreouer he had agreatnumber ofSuiflers,anda good-

ly band ofFrench harquebuzers,troreofordnance,feeldpee-

ces,and whatlbeucr elfe is rcquifit in an army roiall $ whereas

the other fide was but an army patched vp , howbeit that

there were fome good and well pra£tifed captains,and valiant

fouldiers . Contrai iwife Monfeeur de Tamnei,perceiuing that

there behoued many battels to begiuen for the vtter defea-

ting ofthe contrary fide,though it be better to delay the time,

and that the king mould by length of time bereaue them of

the countrie that they had conquered , forafmuch as he had
fufficient wherewith to hold out the war at length;which abi-

litie they had not, who oftentimeswanted monie and men of

war tobe at commandement of the ringleader, becaufethe

mod pare ferued ofgood will, and could not enforce vs to ha-

zard a battell,but to their owne great clifaduant^ge . And if

that maner had continued any longer than it didjtney hadbea

brought to a great afterdeale*

CHAP. IX.

Whether it bepcfsible for two armies lodged one

neere another
y
to keeps themfelues ]rom being

inforcedtofght whether they willor no.

e^j^^E hauefeene the profit that commeth of waiting to

P^vir^ r''ke the opormnity of time, and of oucrmatching

fe^rHte^ t ^ie encmv by long delay and protracting oftime:

W&LJkffi but yet there remaineth a doubt concerning the

pofsibilitie thereof , whether it lie in a mans power to

refufe to come to battell, when he is neere his enemie,

and marcheth fide by fide with him . They that hold the

opinion that a man cannot be enforced to battell, alledge

the
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the examples ofCneus Sulpni* againft the Gaules, ofFabim
Miiximw againft: H*nntb<ilf£Vtridts againft: the Lacedemo-
nians , of charUs the fifth againft £<&vWking of England,of
theconftable ofFrance at Auignion, of the duke of *aIua at

Naples againft: the duke of<?«//>,andof diuersothers,who by
delay oftime brought the enterprifes oftheir enemies to no-

thing,and were neuer enforced to come to handftrokes . On
jchc contrariepart, they that haue hazarded a battell in their

owne countrie,haue found themfeluesil! apaid , as CrtftH a-

gainft Cyru*
y
Dy.riwagain ft: %AUxander^hiUf ofValois againft

king Edn*rd,an& many others aforealledged, whom we for-

beare to fpeake ofto auoid tedioufnes . But thefe examples A mighty enc-

are notable to proue,that a*captaine cannot be compelled to
m

l
may com '

tnght whether he will or no. ror when a conquering enemic [ohandftrokf.

commethftrongly into acountrie, he may compell you to

come to battell,or elfc to flee, or elfeto ihut vp your felfe in

fomccitie,wluch are difhonourable points, and of dangerous

confccjuence.Thc duke of Saxonie meant to haue wone time
of tlieemperour c/Wfj the fifth afcerthatmaner, vpon truft

ofthe great nuerA Ibis that was bctweene the two camps: but

the cmperour found a foord,the which was (hewed him by a

miller, whereat hepafted femeofthe troops ofhis horfmen
;

and the relldue did fo much byfwimming and by boats, that

they got land on the lide where their enemies lay. Viuln king

ofMaccdonie the father,and Terfes his fon,encarnpcd them-

feiuesvponamountaine, whetunto there was but one onely

acccfte,very difficult. But the Romans at length caufed them

todiftodge,andthefaid Per/es^vho feared nothing fo much as

to come to bartcl,was compelled to come to handftrokes. Ye
kno;vhowthelateprinceofCondie,truftingtotheriuerCha-

rent,came before Newcaftle, thinking ltvnpofsibleforvsto

haue enforced him to battell,but toourdifaduantagerand yet

was he driucn therto without any difficulty . And chcrfore I An army may

fay with MtchLueUm hisJifcourfes , that a very fnuli armv Ue<orof»e«c4

11 • 1 1 • 1 *
1 i

r» 1 to come to
may well weane and vexa conqueror,biitin the end they mal

hamiftioki.

not keepe themfelues from battell,vn ? cfle they will Icaue the

Ddnj ' field
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field free to their enemies . As for the examples that I hauc

alledged ofTericles^nd ofking chdrles the fift, they will not

feme the turne in this cafe.For they had no armies.and there-

fore were contented to hold thcmfelucs clofc and in couerr.

For the one knew well inough, that the Lacedemonians were

not ofpower to behVge Atheus,nor to do any more than bum
the countries and the other hailing well provided his towns,

andfetgoodgarrifonsin eueryofthcm,wift well that the En-

ghfhmen being wont to ouercome the countrie,could do him

no harme in wafting it , but were as a flafhof lightening that

patTeth away.For the king of England was notable tomain-

tainea continual army as the Romans were.But ifking charlei

had had an armie , he could not'haue followed the Englifh-

men,buthemufi:haueben driuen to fight with them fome-

one time or other. And therefore he fuffered them to call

their fire,and to trauell a hundred leagues without any profit,

during all which timejring Charles fpared his men and roony.

But they that march neerc their enemie , cannot exempt

themfei ues from commingtoabattcll , would theyneuerfb
Preua'lire " f imc . NeueitheleiTe if i hey hauc a conuenient number of

u men and well trained , they may fight to their aduaunugc.

>d Suc.h wasthcrefolutidnof F*&*»', who would not hauerefu-

7 Hfii- fed battell,ir he had feeuchimrelfe forced tberto, becaufehe
fcig 10 fight.

j^new he ibould haue the aduantage > as he well lhewed in

the fuccour that he gaue iQMinutim p For he left the Hill—

grounds and came downe into the plaines, and the let was

m HAnnibdil thatthe matterwas not tried by battell.Bur Han-

tubalI thought it better to found the retreit , than to hazard

hitnfejfe againft fo mighty an enemy,thatcould not be decei-

ved by his {lights, as other captains had ben whom he had
fought withall . As touching that which the conftable did at

Auinion,it proued him to be ofgood difcretion.For beingvn-

able to make head againft fo inightie an enemy , he was fainc

to fornfie and Strengthen himfelfe, in a place where he might

not be forced . And in the while that hee ftaiedthe empe-
rour and quailed, the luflines cf his army , men came to hira

from
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from all parts, whereby his owne armic became foincreafed

and ftrenghned, that it was diffident to encounter the cmpe-

rours power.And it is nor to be doubted, but that if fickeneiTe

had not caftdowne theconftable , he would haue followed

the emperour as fMw followed Htmnball
,
encamping him-

felfein places ofaduauntage rand in that cafe, if he had been

forced to battel , it would haue bin to his aduantage,rtnd to the

emperors lode.As for examplcjThe Spaniards couid not ex-

empt themfelues from encountering ?x Bicockc, but that was

to the Frenchmens lolTe. As touching the fact ofthe duke of

Alua.holding fall continually this principle, Not to come to

battcllin his owne country, without nccefsitie 5 when he fa

w

that the duke ofGuifc had not yet taken footing in the king-

dome of Naples,but rather that he was flopped at a litlc town

which he could not obtainrthe protracting oftime was needful

for him. And ifthe duke or Guife would haue palled on fur-

ther,he fhould haue wanted vittels
,
hauing fo great an armie

attending vpon him at hand to cut them of],& not one towne

wherein to make hisfbrchoufe. So that the duke of Aluaes ^traAms
fi

0 *

protracting oftime,hauing lodged his camp in a ftrong & fure *.

a

"

n
place, was profitable to himlelfc , and preiudiciall to the armie may

duke'of Guife, who fought nothing fo much as to come to loJge at ad-

hand ttrokes, whereby he might haue opened vnto himfelfa
uaUi:IilDe'

way into the realme of Naples,if he had had the luckc to win

thebattell : but he could neuer come vnto it. The empcrour

Charles and the king ofFrance,plaidatthe barriers one againft

another in Picardie and ArthoiSi Forasfooneastheone did

putoiTarmes, the other entered by and by into his countrie

with an armed power . And all the ftuit oftheir falies one a-

gainit another mal a whole fummer,wasbutthe takingoffom

litle towne: <Scfo they skirmifhed one with another at handle

ftrokes. And in tins caf:, although there.was a light armie a-

gaLn(ltheaiT'i!ant,onely to cumber him,and to cut offvittels

from him : yet was it wifely done to fhun the combat. For it

was well knownc, that the winter would caufe the armie to

break vp,& there was no need to put any one man in ieopardy.

Dd mj But
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But when a puiflant enemie is in a countrie, whence he in-

tendeth not to depart : the prince thereofrrraft oppofe agamft

him as (Irongan armie as his , or at leaftwife an aimie fufTici-

cut to encounter his,ifhe will not lofe his eftite; and yet not-

withtlanding to the intent he tempt not fortune, the wifefr,

When a mm- counfell is to abftainefrom encounter.For at length, ifhe haue
hatb iheadl- not gotten imnietownes,yeihaH ouermatch him. Butyetfcr

the* round he
all this,a good occafionrnuft not beoucrpaded, nor the win*

is not ro let
battell be refufed , which is made fure vnto you by

flip the occa- haumga place of aduauntage, the which is eafierfor him to
fionofcobau cnufe t }ia t ftandeth vpon his guard , than for him chat is to

make the conquers you may fee byfabms^wo vfed it wife-

ly. For although he had an armie well trained; yet would he

not without purpofe aduenture againl! another more trained

to the wartes, and againft fo braue a captame, feeing it was

more for his owne profite to make delay, than to fight out of

hand. But if his enemie would haue enforced him to forfake

his groundjhe would haue anfwered him wjthout refufing the

battell, becaufe he could not but be fure to haue woon it, ha-

uing a good and flrong army,and the aduauntage ofthe place.

fmlni EmiUm was determined to haue followed the fame

counfell,had k not bcene for the beadmes ofhis fellow. And
that maner of dea!ing,would mthe end haue compelled Ban-
mbaU 10 abandon Italic, without flroke finking, and without

the hazardingofany one mans life.

CHAP. X.

Whether the chkhger begreater tc fight a battell' in a ..

mans owne countrie. or in afttf&ngt comtrk.

fflf?*Pl\ His principlemm home,butv

e being well obferued , net to fight at

pon nccefsitje, drVpori lorn c good oc-
cafion of aflured vi&orie offered : it is doubted

whether it be more daun^erous to ioofe a battell

at
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at home,or in aforrain countrieyMonfiestrde Langey in his Dis-

cipline ofwarrc, is ofopinion thatitislelTedaungerfor a cap-

tame to fight in his owne countrie,(ifhe be a man of power as

the king of Fraunce is) than to fight in a fhaunge countrie.

And hereunto I will addc that which Vmlm [ouiua faith in his ^vj,y (

»

ie $ 0m

hyftorie, where he demaundeth, Why Jfmael Sophie king of pbiciniwdci

Perfland,didletf!rpfofaircan occafionofinuadingthe king- nc,tthe Turks

dome of Selim cmperourof the Turks, atfuchtime asSelim
*°fci™™-m

was to fore incombred in Egypt ? Thercafonis,that the king WjS iivEgy^,

ofPertia hath not fulficient power to makewarreoutof his

owne countne,vponfomightic a prince as theTurkeis,confi-

derins; that the noble men and e;entlerocn»in whom cofifteth

a gre.it part oi the Pcrfianftrength,are loth to goto the wars

out or their countrie , becaufe they ferue at their owne char-

ges.Butwhen the cafe conccrneth the defence of thercalme,

and that they be to fight in that behalfe , they imploy them-

felues wholy thereunto, managing the warre fiercely, and be-

bailing themfelucs valiantly . Alio we haue fecne how the

Partisans afoi c them,neuerpafiedfornuch to conquer out of

their ownerea!mc,as tokeepe their owne at home, and that

they hauedifcomfitedall the armies ofthe Romans thateuer

came againftthem. Neither hath the common faying beenc

verified ofthem, That the aiTailants haue eucr more courage

than the defendants. For that is not euer true. Befides that,

.

there be means toaffurcthe natural fubic&s,by(hewing them

that the quarrcll is lull and holy, which men vndertake in de-

fence oftheir counmcwhich ought to haue more force than

the couetous hope of enriching mens felucs by other mens

lode.A nd ifit be faid,That the allailant bereaueth th e prince

defendant ofthe commodities,which he had afore ofhis fub»

ic£btbhelpehimfelfewithail'5 becaufc his fubiecls are de*

ftroyed. A man may arfwer, That the lode ofgoods turneth The Io(Tc of>'

not the he;us and aSections of the fubiecls away from their £°^ s t;jr "

prince: but conttan wife, thcharme tnat they reccyue, ma-
tht iv^nsot

kethtlicin fiercer againf!: their enemies. Whereas it is ailed- fjbntts,,

ged,T hat a prince darcth not toleuie monyofhisfubiefts,oor

to



410 When and where it is bed to figh t, $£c.

to taxe them at bis will,becaufeof the neerneflTe of the ene-

mie, to whom they mjghtyeeldchemfelues ifthey were mo-
lefted by theirpnnce. Mwnfitur dc Ungey anfwereth thereun-

to,ThatthatprerogAtiue cannot be taken from a prince, fo

long as his lands and friends be not taken from him, as appea*

rethbv the fuccours which the kings of Frauncehaue had of

theirfubie&s again11 the Englifhmen, and againft the menof

rvronsk g|i Nacrarre.Trueit is, that he exciudeth tyrannie,faying,That if

ul-rh g cat a prince fnould mifufc his fubie&s ;
and outrage them for euery

a u of re- trifle,he might doubt whether he fhould be well followed 8t

well obeyed of his people or no.And as for that which is faid,

That theaffiilantsbeingin afirangecountrie,do makenecef-

firic a vertue,becaufe they be driue to open the waies by force

ofamies :The fame necefsitie lieth alfo vponthe defendants,

whom it fhndeth on hand to fight ftoutly , becaufe they be

indaungerto endure many mo things than the aflailants. For

the raunfome, or the prifon,makes their budget good for the

aflailants jbut the defendants lofe their goods, and the honor

oftheir wiues and children, and moreouer look e for perpetual

bondage,with an infinit number ofother mifchiefs . Further-

more, he that is aflailed, may wait vpon his enemies to his

great aduauntage,and diftrefle them with famin without pe-

rill ofenduring any fcarcitie on his ownefide, and therwithall

hemaythe'betterwithftand the enterprifes ofhis cnermesaby

reafon that he hath better knowledgeofthe countrie, and of

thepaffages. Befides that,h"e may aflemble great copanies of

men in few houres, becaufe there is not any fubiecl: ofhis,that

is notreadie at necd,to fight in his owne defence. And if the

defendant do chaunce to take a foile in his owne countrie
j

hewiUrelieuehimfelfeagaine within few dayesto be at the

purfute,and new fuccours lhall not need to come to him from

T^c<3°fenr^nt^
airc ' Tobefhort, the defendant needeth to hazard but a

; V foonc
* peece ofhis force. ButiftheafLilantlofejheputteth hnmen

repair* his andthegoodsandwel-fareofhimfelfc and his fubie&s in pe-

fowcr, rill,thoug[i hebeoutofhisowne countrie, considering that if

he be taken ^ he muft either continue a pnfoner all ins life

time,
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time, or elfe accomplifh the will ofhis conquerour. Yetnot-
withhanding, for all the goodreafons of Monfieurdc Ungty

y

a learned and valcant kmght,andof great experience in feats

ofarmes; I will follow the opinion ofthem that fay, Thatit A reunicncs
better to go fight with a mans enemie fane from home, againftz<r»-

than to tarrie biscomming home to him. Crtfns counfelled opinion.

Cj) nr., not to tirrie for the Maflagets in his owne countrie, but

togiuc thembattell in theirowne,becaufe (quoth he) ifyou
Pnould lofc one battell inyour owne countrie, you lhould be

in daunger (being once chafed) to lofe your whole countriej

for the Maflagets hauinggotten the victorie,willpurfue it and

enter into your prouinces. And ifye win the battell, you fhall

not gaine thereby an inch of land. But ifyeouercome them

in their owne land, youmay follow yourgood fortunc,and be

mailer of the whole rcalme of Thomirts. This fafliion did

the Romans vfe,who were the moft politike and beftaduifed

men in war-matters , that cuerwere in the world . For they

neuer differed the enemie to approch neare their gates , but

encountered him aloofe. Which thing n/anniLili knowing

wel i by the procfe that he himfelfe had had of their policies

and force,counfelled ^intiochns
3 not to tarry the comming of

the Romans into his country .but to 2:0 and aflail them in their ~, „
. r , c y

&
1 ' The Remans

pwne,becauie that out ot their owne countrie they were in- ioiiincibJc'titifc

u.incib:e.And in vene deed they were euer aflailants, and fel- o£ ihe<r owne

dome times defendants. At the beginningwhen their territo- counrnc

ry was v
reriefmall,thcy went & made war vponthcFidenats,

Cruftuminians,Samnites,Falisks,and other neighbor-people,

from whom they alwray got thevictorie. And whenfoeuer

theywere allailed , it was to their extreme daunger . As for

example : When Koratins Codes fought vpon the bridge of

thecitie,and{iiflainedthe whole force ofthe enemie, while

the bridge was cut afundcr behind him,wherwith he fell into

the Tiber/md by that means faucd the citie. Alfo they were

in extreme daunger againfl: Terfenna and the Volfesrand they

were fame to employ all their priells , and all the women of

the citie , to rime the fiege of CorioLntu, who our of all

queftion
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queftion had midc himfclfmafter ofthc townc,ifthe intrea-

Sulcfno
1

^" t3ncc °fms mother had not letted him. Itwasncuerin their

qmfii Hanni* ~P°wer to oucrcome Hannibalm Itaherbut out ofItalie a yong

ballm IcaJic. Roman ouercame him vtterly in one batteil. When Tjrrhut

came to Tarent, the Romans fufTered him not to approch to

their gates, but Tent to encounter him before he came there.

And when they had loll one battell,they rcnu'ed it again with

a frefh fupplie, asthough it had beene with the water oflbme

contintiall running fpring.And although this was in Ita!ie,yct

was it not in the countrie of the Romans . For they lent fo

manie men to meet him, that he could neuercome home to

them : in fo much that P?rr£*#faid,That iffrc fhould win but

one batteil more of them , it were inough to worke his own
vtter ouerthrow j becaufe he could neuer get any viclone of

the,but with great loffe ofhispeople.So foone as the Romans
vnderlTood that Hannibal was determined to patTe the moun-
tains, they difpatchedanarrnieoutof their countrie, tobem
a readineiTe at the foot ofthe lull , either to encounter him,

or elfe to wearie and cumber him by all means pofsib!e. And
it was feene by experience , that the two or three battels

which he woon, flood him in little ftead.For he could not for

all that,get fomuch as any one citie into his hands. But when
he once came neere to Rome, and had woon the famous bat-

tell of Caunas againft them in their owne foyle: then hec

wanne many cities, and made manypeople to tubrnit them-

felues to his obedience. And there was none other impedi-

ment that hetooke not Rome itfclfe,butone!y thefatall de-

ftinie ofthe citie. Such daunger cannot befall a man in a for-

reine countrie . As for example , The Romans were vtterlie

ouerthrowne by the Parthians,andyetforall that, they nee*

ded nottofearethemuading of their citie. They loft manie

battels to the Carthagenenfes,both onfea and land,and like-

wife the Carthagenenles vnto them,and yet neither of them
both tooke care for the defence oftheir citie, but to make a

new armietb worke reuenge.But faw, that the belt

,vv.»y :o haue a hand at the Romans , was to feeke the at their

owne
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owne doores.And the Romans thcmfelues being fchooled by
Hannibal, perceiued well that the way to driue the Cartha-

genenfesout of Italie, and to bring their owne matters to

goodeffeft, was to ihevv their legions before the gates of

Carthage, and to bid thembattell there,andfothey did. Af-

ter the winning ofthe which battell , the Romans became

lords ofCarthage. ^Attim liked better to fisjit with <Attila'm

Fraunce,than to attend his comminginto Itahe. And Charles

Mart el thought it better to encounter the Sarzins on the fur-

ther fide of Loir, than to wait for them in Fraunce . And no-
sdlq^lifr

^

thing to the purpofe maketh the (hyingof Bellay , That the argunicnc.

defendants may be incouraged by the mftnefle and holinefle

oftheir cjuarrell, in defending themfelues, their country,their

goods,their wiues , and their children , which ought to haue

more force than the couetousdefireoftheallailants. Forfay

what can be faid
,
yet dothtthe ailailant aduenture vpon his

enteiprrfe with the bell: courage : whereas there abideth a

feare and mifgiuing in the mind ofthe defendant,which feare

defeateth all chearfulnelTe^whcn euery man confidereth the

daungerthat he is like to fall into by the loflc of the battellj

io as che mind beine; daunted with that feare , cannot do any

tinnirofvalue.We lee that townes which haue becne coun-

ted inuincible,haue bin taken in fhort time, through the cou-

ragicufnefle of the fouldiers,defirous of the bootie within,

who fearing neithergun
,
fire, water, nor fteepnefte of place,

haue with inuinabie courage, dilappointed all defences that

could be fet againft them.

And ifa man will fay,T hat the lofle oftownes takethnot ^nanfwerto

away the attention ofthe fubiects, but contrariwife exafpera- BeHayt fecond

teth them againft the cnemie :I anfwer, that fuch aftcction argumenc.

ferueth to vcnefmall purpofe, it it be not accompanied with

means to maintaine it. For he that fees the burning ofhis gran-

ges, his garners,and his houfe, hath more lift to fhed teares

than to fight. And ifthe hatred which he beareth to his ene-

mieSjbereauehim not ofthe feare ofthem, it will feme well

to cut the throtesofthem that ftra^le farce from the bodie

of
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ofthe armie , as the people of Prouince did to the dilperfed

Spaniardsjbut it can do neithergood nor harms to the vitto*

ne. And whereas it is faid,that thekingofFrancchadfuccor

of hisfubie&s againft the Engliihmcn within his countriej

that was done for the good will that they bore to their king,

that loued them& dealt wel with them,and was notwont to

leuiefubfedies, butin cafeofnecefsitie, the which are leuied

nowadaiesas well in time of peace as ofwar.As touching the

necefsitieoffighting,whichis affirmed to be greater to the

defendants, becaufe they ftand for their goods i wiues, and

children : furcly their fearc and griefe bereaueth them of all

chearfulnes,and maketh them to thinkc more vpon their mi-

ferie.than vpon theirmanhood.The fame necefsitie lay vpon

the Perfiansrfor they fewtAlexander ranging oueral Afia with

fortie or fiftie thoufandmen: and yet as many millions of men
as were ofthem, they durft not fet themfelues againft his ar •

mie : neither durft the Lydians encounter Cyrw -

y
nor the

Gauls fighting for their hbertie, encounter the victorious ar-

mie of Ctfdr.Ks touching the aduantage ofplace, and the co-

moditie of vittels
5
furely if the defendant canhaue them to

feme his turne, the aflailants alfo will not want either ofthem
both , For he that is maifter ofthe field, will haue vittels at

his aduauntage,wanting neither carts,guides,nor (pies. As long

as Hannibal was in Italie , he could better skill how to plant

his campe, and to giue battell to his owne aduauntage , than

could the Romans being in theirowne counnie. And as con-

cerning the eafie aflembling of people at home after an ouer-

throw 3 1 find it a hard matter to fupplie an armie againe, af-

ter they be broken afunder, either in ones owne ccuntrie, be-

caufe they be neere their retreit, or in a ftraunge countne,

vnleffe they come together againe^ immediately, becaufe

they haue noplace to retire vnto- whereas they that are of

the lame countrie, go to 'refrefli themfelues in their owne
houfes, and tarrie longer there than they fhou! d,or e!fe come
no more againe, as wee haue feene m thefe ciuiil warres,

where the armies haue broken offthemfelucs ;
by reafon that

the
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thefoukhers and men ofarmeshauc bene tooneere their own
HoufeS; winch thing was not done fo in Spaine

,
England, and

Italic. And as for the aflemblingof much people, it would

behouc a man to feeke another countrie than this, where the

princes lifting not to traine their fubiects to the warre, are

conl trained to craue aidofftraungers. Wheras itisfaid,That
tA n gn fvvcrts

the defendant hazarderh but a part ofhis power : certainly he thefcuenth

hazard eth as much as theaffaiant. For when the aflailant argument,

d eparteth out ofhis countrie, heleaueth garrifons and men of

warre behind him to defend it againft fudden troubles that

might eniuc ofinfurrcclions by abfencc of the prince, or by

feme ibdainc inuafion offome neighbor that would take him

vnprouided,as fames king of Scots did to his owne vndoing,a-

gamft the king of England,' at fuch time as he was palled to

Calice with a great force,and was occupied about the fiege of

Ti. win and Turney.Sothat no well aduifed prince fctteth'Vp

ail an relt vpon the hazard ofone battelU but doth cuer re-

feme a ftore for after-claps. And ifa prince chance to be taken

prisoner ma forraine countrie, he mall be difcharged vpon

his raunfome, and vpon fuch conditions as the conquerour li-

ft eth ro gtue him : but ifhe be taken in his owne countrie, it is An answer to

hard but that diuerfe weake and il-fuinifhedtownes wil yeeld ,1>C a&hz ar-
;

th cmfe! ues to the conqueror vpon report ofhis vi&orie,which Sumcnc*

townesfliall not ba admitted m account, when they come to

treatofpeace. And oftentimes fortune is fofauourable to the

vanquifhcr, that after a viclorie he maketh himfelfelord of

the whole realme,andneedeth not to make any other agree-

ment with his prifoner,than to gran r or takeaway his life at his

own pleafure.lt is common!}' imd that fortune mrthereth the Fortune Fnr-

aduentcrou5,and wefeeitfo by experience. NwwSemyrtmis thcrcth tLc

and .s4lexandtr
3
w?vc fortunate in thejr conquetts. Vyrrbus was

fortunatem getting^ut vnfortunate in keeping.And they that

go forth with that intent , do feldome faile of their purpofe.

Charles the eight conquered Naples in fhorttime,and brought

backehis armi ethrough the midlc of Italie,pafsrng vpon the

bellies ofhis enemies.
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je^foWking of England comming into France, with refo-

lutcpurpofe to conquer the realme, gaue battell to Vktliy of

Valois,and ouercamc him both by fea and by land, notwith-

Handing that Vhilif of Valois did what coiild be done by a

weli-aduifed prince. For he encountered him vpon the fea,

aforehetookeland,butit hsotcd him not . For God made
fortune to turne againft him, in which cafe itis better to ftrike

faile,than to hazard a battell , as Charles the fifth could well

skill to do,being taught by the aduerfities of his grandfather

and father . w'tllum duke of Normandie, after one battell,

mad ?hitnfclfcfouereigne lord ofthe realme of England, be*

ing fully refolucd either to conquer, orelfe to die . I will not

fay therefore, that an inuadcr fhall alwayes be furc ofvictory:

forfometimes it falleth outcleane contraric, as it did with

Cyms, who was defeated by the Maflagets in theirown coun-

trie : with the Swiflers,who were difcomfited in Prouiuce by
Julias C*fir: with the Sarzins which Were difcomfited by
Charles Marteh?,who caufed Eudo duke ofGafcoyne to turne

H- rKatlofet\i againft them. To be fhort,Hethatioofeth afield in aftrangc

a batrtllin a countrie, lofeth buthis men : but he that lofeth itin his ownc
%?agc coun- countrie,lofeth both men and goods , and fees his land day\y

buc
waftcd>

ancl hls fubieas PlIled-

CHAP. XI

Ofthefitching ofa Campe.

Tynhtu ex-

celled iapic-

ching aenmp.

Ow feeing it is fo,thatin both forts ofwarre,

afwellof afTailing, as of defending, men
muft be brought to march toother, either

to receiue or to follow the enemie : wc
muft needs fpeake of the feating of a

campe , as vpon the which alone depen-

deth the winning of the battell -

y
*s Pynl.us (hewed full well,

who in that point was cfteemed the execiienteft ofall cap-

tains.
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tains.The campc that is well planted,oughttobe nere a riuef,

that they may haue the commoditie ofwater, which cannot

be forborne; and alio for the fortifying ofthemfelucs , andfor

the doing of their enterprifes . For a riuer doth wonderfully

ftrengthen a camp,becaufe th e enemy cannot pa(Fe it without

dangcr.But a captaine muft alfo be maifrer of the riuer , and

notcoopevphimfelfe betweenc tworiuers, except he haue

means to get out againe at his pleafure, leafi it difappoint him
ofthe commoditie ofvittels and offuccours,as it befell to Iu-

ItHiCd/kr in Spaine,againft AffrAn'ms and Vetreiuf . But that

happeneth commonly by fomc extraordinarie ouerflowing,

wherof notwithstanding a man fhall difchar°:e himfelfe fo

well,that he fhal ouercomethem aftcrward.Secondly,woods Of wood*,

ferue for another fortification,and yceld means ofgoodly en-

terprifes. Thirdly mountains giuc great aduantage,to them Of hil s .

that arc incamped in them . For they that are faine to mount

vp to their a(Tault,are wearied afore they come to handftroks.

Contrariwife,thcy that come downward,go with the greater

force vpon their enemies. ffannilailvanqmfccd the Romans
at Trebia,by hauing his campe planted ncere toawood.He
had lodged himfelfe necre a t iucr, and ncere thicke copfes,

full of brufh wood , and thornes , taking occafion to'beguile

the Romans by that feating ofhis camp,ror when they fhould

com to encouter him,he fent his brother Mage into that place

ouer night,accompanied with a thoufand horfmen and a thou-

fand footmen,to lie in ambufh there . And the next morning

he caufed his light horfmen ofNumidie topafle the riuer,and

to skirmifh with the Romans,and to draw them into the ftalc.

The which thing was done fo cunningly , that when the Ro-

mans were in the heat ofthe fight, they were aflailed behind

by Afrfjr^wholay in ambufh there , fo as they could not with-

ftandtheCarthaginenfcs, but were conftrained to giue back,

with great lofTe oftheir men . As for to pa(Tc#a riuer to aflaile
The danger of

the enemy, the danger therof is very great, asappearetli in
° ari

Manlius^vho would needs palTe a riuer that had but only one

foord to pafle at,to encounter with ^/ira^*//,contrary to the

E e aduice
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aduiceofJr//^,who warned him ofthe perillwherlntohedtd

put himfelfe.Neuerthcles,he parted the riucf anda(Tailed^£
drnbdHftiho iuffered the Romans to do as they lifted, without

offering them battel l,vntill he faw them incumbred in pafsing

the foord. And then with all his force hefetvponthe taileof

them,and made fo great a flaughter,that all their army was at

the point to haue ben difcomfitcd,had notScipios forecaft bin,

who made the enemies torecoile by the helpeof his men of

arms. Timoleon feeingthe army ofthe Carthaginenfesforc trou-

bled and put out oforder in pafsing a riuer with greatperiljand

th erby deeming that he might take them at aduantagc ere

they were halfe pafled.-fhewed his men ofwar with his finger,

how the battel ofhis enemies was parted in two haluesby the

riuer^theone halfeof them being on the one fide, and the o-

ther halfon the other rand commanded Demttraw to take his

horfmen,andtogoeand charge vponthcformofl: of them, to

keep them from ranging themfeluesin battelray. And there-

withal! he caufed his footmen to go downeinto the plaine,by

means wherof,togither with a llormthat fel fuddainly againft

the CarthaginenTeSjhegat the battel.As touching the aduan-

The adtrta c
taSeota very great, fo there be nothing aboue it that

©£ ahiiL*
may command it.T^r /V*** had planted his campe to great pur-

pofe on a high ground of aduantage neere the mountaine O-
limpus,and had caufed all the paflages ofthe hill to be ware-

lykept, fauing one that feemed vnapprochable . Byreafon

wherobt behoued the Romans to be ill lodged,and vnabieto

do any exploit ofwar . For Terfcus flood vpon his defence,

intending^ to weaiie them by protracting of nme,for he allu-

red himlelfe that he could not be afiailed in fo Ilrong a place.

*patt!us Bmilius vnderftandmg that there was but thatone-

lyone pafiage whereat to aiCtrdleVerfef^ y bethought -him-

fclfe howhe might winncir. Whereupon feigning to fetch

about by the lea and to come vpon his enemies at their

backs , he dilpatched Najica fecrctly with eight thoufand

footrnen and fix hundred horfnien,to get the the paffiigerand

he himfelfe tooke his way towards the feas fide. But when
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night ccme , he led them cleane the contrarie way from
the Tea , vntillhecameto the top of the hill , where he
lodged hinifclfe vpon a plaine in the fight of Terfeus,

who was fo aftonifhed thereat, that he remoued his

campe immcdiatly./W/a/ CaUv hauingto do with the Belgi-

ans , who were the hardicft and of greateft numberof all

the Gauls , tooke a certaine little hill , the which he cau-

fed his men to intrench in two places beneath , leafl: the

Gauls who were without companfon mo in number than the
Romans , fhould enuiron him .But neither the one nor the

other durftgofind out his encmie, becaufe there was a maris

betwixt them . But aboue all things a captaine muft beware

that he lodge not in the midft ofa hill,vnleflehe be fore from

aboue ,for by that means he may eafily indomage his hoft:

as SdLmtn a captaineof the Romans endomaged the Mau- Th c policy of

rufians, whom being incamped vpon theraiddeftof a high
*'omn-

hill to their great aduauntage, he was come to allaile from

below . But yet he bethought himfelfe to take firft the

toppe of the hill , and for the doing thereof appointed

Tnnderici vith certaine footmen, toclimbe the hill ouer

night ,
by .1 way moft difficult, and whereof his enemies

had ler.ft doubt
;

comniaunding his men not to make
any nolle when they were come nigh them f but to keepe

thcmfelues clofe tili the funne-nfing . In . the dawning of

the day he marched with his armie dire&lic vp the hill,

and at the fame inftant the other part of his armie fhewed

thcmfelues to the enemies vpon the toppe of ' the hill,

foas the Maurifians perceiuingthemfeluesto be betweenc

the two armies,and hauing their enemies both abouethem on

the toppe ofthe hill,and beneath them at thefoot,werecon-

ftrained to takcthemtoflightthroughthcthickforreft, with

the lode of fiue thoufand men , and not one Roman flame/

$)//<# to compnfle MuhridAtts
y got the back of a hill that of s

J'
lia-

was almoft vnapprochable,in the day ofthe battell,and there

fhewing himfelfe to his enemiesabouc them,did putthem all

10 flight& to the chafe.^w cullu* being within the view of the Of LhcklUt.

E e i) campe
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campe of Ti^ranej,who was imbattelled vpon a high ground

fomcwhat neere the citie Cabyra, durft not come downc
into the plaine,becaufe he had but a handful ofmen in compa-
rifon ofTtgrAnes. But by good hap one ^Arthemidorm offering

himfelfc vnto him
,
promifed that if he would follow him,he

would bring him into a place,wh ere h e mould lodge his campc
fafely,and where he had a caftle aboue the citie Cabyra . As
foone as night was come,£« cu'lus making great (lore of fires in

his campe,departed th encejand after h e had pafled lome dan-

gerous places, came by the next morning to the top of the

mountaine,wherat his enemies were fore abafhed to fee him
aboue them, in a place where he might come down vpon
them with aduauntage , if he lifted to fight , and could

Qi&amimv* not be forced to fight except he lifted . Quintm fUmmiu*

perceiumgthathe could not giue his enemies battell , by

reafon of a certaine flreight 5 found the means to difco-

uer a way, which within three dayes brought him to his

enemies campe.And for his guides he tookethelhepheards,

who allured him that that way was notgarded. Vpon
uuft of whofe word , lUmtnm fent three thoufand

footmen and thirteene hundred horfrnen , who mar-

chins, by moone light and refting a daytimes, camethethird

day to th e top ofth e hill . that whil e he ftirred not vntill

the.faid third dayjand then he caufedhis armie to march vp
the hill againft thecragged cliffs. And as he marched,he

efpied his owne men vpon the top of the hill,which doubled

the courage ofthe Romans that were with him. And on the

other part , his companions that were aboue perceiuingbim

fo mounting vp againft the hill ,
began to raife a noife behind

their enemies, wherewith they put them in fuch feare, that

by and by they tooke them to ft'ght.The conftabl e ofFrance

confidenngthe foitilicaticn of thepaflage of Suze, how.

that vpon two little luls on either fide of the fcreighr,

his enemies had made two fconfes , and had cut a great and

defpe trench betwixt them : perceiued that by winning two

other luls higher than thofevvere where his enemies had
their
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their foi tifications,a man might force them with th e (hot of

harquebulles to abandon their fortification . Wherupon he
ceifediramediatly vpon thofe hils . The which thing when
his enemies pcrceiucd,they forfooke the patlage,and betooke

themfelues to flight . When the commodity of woods, How a fmall

hils and riuersis-not to be had,and a fmall company ofmen is
^

an
^
™2y

to deale with a great number: they multintrench themfehies
Cs^g<iio ^

withallfpeed,andihtbepofsiblcthey muftchufea place vn- a g: cat a: my.

cafie to be comne vnto,full ofhedges and vineyards 5 as the

prince of Wales did at Poitiers,when he tookc king Uhn pri-

foner.For h e had put himfelfe into a place offuch aduantage,

as there was butone way to come at him, and that was full of

hedges and buftics,aud he had laid the hedges full ofarchers.

And as for his horfmcn,they were all alighted on foot in the

vineyards info ltrong a place , as no men on horf-back could

enter mto.For when an army is,to be aflailedin their hold,nci-

ther horfmen nor footmen canapprochthe without breaking

their owne aray, as it happened to the Frenchmen at Bicock,

through the wilfulnesofthe Suiflers; and to the king of Ca«h

ftile againff the king of Portugall, at thebattellof luberotb%

The Entalits feeing themfclues to weakefor the Perfians, in- A policy o£

camped themfelues vety fharply in a place of great aduan-
tbe Encalits.

tage, andinclofed themfelues about with great deepc , and

large trenches,leairing only one way topafle atwithtenmen .

a frontrand when they had fodone,they coucred the trenches

with leaues and imfhes.And when they faw the Perfians ap-

proch,they fent out certain light horfmen,with exprefie com-

mandment that they mould notbe too earnefr in fighting but

that as foone as the Perfians charged them any thing whotly,

they ihould turne their backs and run home to their hold vp-

on the fpur, and that when they were againfc the trenches,

they fhould 11ep to the palTage , lb as they might palTc the

ftrait at their leifure.Tne Perfians perceiuingthem/ailednot

to charge vponthem,and they on the other fide failed not to

flie,and to mount vp the fide ofth e hill,vnallth ey were come

to theu* companie againe . They were purfued by the whol e

£ e iij haft
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hoit ofthe Pcrfians,who hatting gotten the fide ofthe hil,fell

to running againfl the Enrhalits, and not perceiuing the tren-

ches, drauedowneone-ariotherand tumbled into them with

great violence one vpon another
3
by means wherofthey were

ail difcomfited,and the king with his 3.0 fonnes whom he had

brought thither,were all found dead . Tcmombey would haue

done the like roSV///;j,but hisenterpnfewas djfcouered.CV/^-

The policy cf on captaine ofTripoli e,finding himfclfe not ftronginough for

Cabaan. the Vandals,if he Ihuld figh twith them in the plain, (becaufe

they, were all horfmen,and the molt part ofhis men were foot-

men )and yet notwithftaading hauing no means to chufe any

other place,bethought himfelfc to make faire great trenches,

and therto enmroncd his camp with a great number of camels,

amongsthe which he placed his choiieft fouldiers, who were

hidden among the camels. Befids this, he fct twelue camels in

the face ofthe battelI,tofcare his enemies horfes, for horfes

are woonderfully afraid ofcamels .When his enemies attemp-

_

ted to approcl^they were driuen back with iliot ofarrows.On

the other fide,inftead ofconimingon, their horfes gaue back

for feare ofthe camels, infomuch that they were all difccmfi-

ted.The Marrufians vfed the like flrata^eme a2;ainft the Ro-
mans : but the Romans had taken order for it. For when the

Marrufians had ordered their battels,as it is faid afore^and that

the Romans were conftrained toflee , fpecialiy the horfmen:

jrf/<?wtf77thcgeneraliof the Roman army feeing it, alighted

from bis hotfe and commanded all his horfmen to do the like,

and with fiuehundred men entredinto their campe.The ene-

mies who had put all their ftrength in their camels,and in their

fortifications,when they perceiued them difappointed , and

their camels terrified and putting all things out oforder: were

dnuen toflee, and to ieaue their wiues and children to the

mercie ofthe Romans.

CHAP
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CHAP. XII.

Boiv togiite ccutAge to men of wane, afore a

baticlLorw the battel!, ,

V^^^^S**^ ^ hapneth °^entimcs that fouldiers

conceiue a feare, when they fee they

1 1 au e to do with too great anumber,or

with an enemy that is mlghtie,and a

greacwirriorrorelfethatin the con-

& fiift they betuddenly difmaid$ib as it

"L behoucth tliem to be encouraged by
fome .cunning , in which behalfe the

skill ofthe captains femeth maruellouily welhwho hauc vfeel

their owne cieuife >.and diuerfe policies accordingas the cafe

required.. Some vie Jong orations and declarations , as/»//W °' Oration

Cd/ar did , to rid his men of thefcare that they had of the

Gauls and A 'manes : and it is an ordmarie matter to make an

exhortation to the fouldiers in the day of battel). Others doe

put their people in heart by fpceches and countenances
5
asthe

Lacedemcnir.ndid,to who whenone laid that they fliould be

ouenvhelmcd with the arrowes ofthe Pcrh*an$: io much the

bettcr(c]d.he)for thenflial we fightwith theminthefhadow.

And as another did,to who when one faid,That the enemies

were very many
;
1 a^k not(cjd.he)how many,or how few they

be^but where they be,:hat 1 may fight with them.The day a-
T^ n frlJr

'

cj
fore the battellofCannas^rffltf/^tocke certaine men with n e< o{7^«-

hiin,c<: went to view the Romans. And as he beheld the,one nibcdl.

named Gift* faid to himJt is a wondei ful tiling to fee fo great

a nuber ofmen ofwar. To who £?*mM laughing; anfwered,

Thereis another thing much moremaruelous tha that,which

is,that there is not one ofthem aMike thee. VVherat euery ma
began to laugh fo hearti!y,that the bruit therofwent fro hand

to hand through the hofr, 6c greatly encoraged the fouldiers,

when they faw their captain fo alluring him!elfofgoodfpeed.

Ec inj Ltjander

Ofthe coun-

tenance ofa

captaine.
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Lifander feeing his fouldiersdifmaid at the fiege of Co-
rinth,and refufing the aflault, fought by all means to recofort

them,and as it hapned,a hare ftarted out of the towne ditch,

ivherevpon he tooke occafion to fay thus vnto them.Are you
not afhaoied to be afraid to ailaile thofe enemies > which arc

fo flothfulland n^gligent^that hares.fleepe quietly within the

precinct oftheir walies ? Quinthu beholding his men aftonicd

at the great power of /nticchus , made this account vnto the.

On a time at a certaine fupper in Chalcis where I was , there

were brought in many forts ofmear, and I asked ofmine holt

why he ; had preparedfo much : wherunto he anfvvcred, That
it was all but one fort ofmeat ,

namely porke drefled after di-

uerfemaners : euenfo,whcreasyou h care that ^dntioclm hath

fo many light horfes, fo many men at armes, fo many archers,

fo many light armed footmen , and fo many coTilets j afiurc

vour felues that all this people are but SyriansiamaedawJ fur-

niihed after diuerfefaffjions. Mm'im perceiuinghis men to be

afraid ofthe greatnumberoftfie Dutchmen that would haue

paiTedintoItahe,thought itgood not topermit his fouldiers

to ioynebatteilwith them, vntiii they had feene them ofe

afore. Andtherefore after he had made o reat and feire tfen-

ch'es,he made them to come vpon the rampires of his campe

one after another , to view their cncmies,and to enure them

with the fight oftheir countenances, lookes , and marchings,

that they might not be afraid of their voyecs and words , and

that they might vnderftand the famion oftheir armour , and

the manner oftheir gouernmenr. By the means of which or-
nefic of things dinarie fight, hemade the things familiar which hadbcene

1

terrible to them at tbefirftblulh, fo as they were no more
moued at them.Fcrhe was of oj>inion,that the ftrangenefle of

things maketh men through error of iudgement , to thinker

things vnaccufbrned more horrible <k dreadfull than they be

in deed.A nd contrariwise f that cuRomabknes abateth much
ofthe dread and terrorofthings which of their owne nature

arc terrible . Which thing was feene at that time by experi-

ence.For their dayly accufbming of themfelues to the ordi-

nate

more cerruie

than they be
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narie beholdingofthofe barbarous people
,
notonely dimini-

ihcd fome part ofthe former fearfulneifcof the Roman foul*

dicrs, butalfo whetted them vnto cholcr, by the proud brags

andintoilerablebrauerieof the barbarous people , which did

let their courage on a burning defire to fight with them. Telo- prflpicUi and

rJ^/and Efaminoncfxs
,
captains ofthe Thebans, did thelike, EpaminowU*.

muring theThebans to behold their enemies oftentimes,who

were valiant and redoubted. And afore they would come to

fight in good eariieft, he fent them diuerfe times to light skir-

miiheSjhke good yong greyhounds let flip for the nonce, and

then led them to it the more {^dy afterward , when he had

wellflcniedtheinjb^vgiuingthemalittletaft of the eafeand

pleafurethatcommethof vi&orie. And by that means hee

harmed them more and more, and made them the morefure

and ftrong, iniomuch that by fuch skinnilhes , they became

.

more liaiclie and war-hkc than they were afore.

Sometime a good c.tpraine
3
turneth thefearfulneflTeof his

foulchers intoafurie of fi. hting, byreafonofthetrauell that

they endure; as.3>//4did,who whcnhefawhisfouldiersafto-

niflied at the great and puffint hoftthzt Mirhriclates led well

armed :for he would notmake them tofightin thatfeare,buc

kept them occupied in cutting great trench es , wi thout giuing

anvoFthem leaue to retr,to the intent that beingweary ofthe

paines that they tooke about fuch works,thcy fliould the ra-

ther d efire to tri c th e hazard ofbattel I,as itcame to pafle. For

the thirdday after they had begun fo to labour, as Sylia paffed

along by them, they fell to crying vpon him , that he mould

lead them againfttheir encnues.Wherunto hemadcanfwer,

That thofe cries were not of menthatwere defirous of bat*

te!l,butofmenthat were wearie of their worke. And ifye

be defirous to fig' it(faid he)l will haueyou all to go in your

armour to yonder paflagc on the fide of the hill. Which
t'; :i: ig 6 i ey did,and obtained it, afore their enemies that were

fent thither to get it*could come there, and fo they pofiefted

themfeiucs thereofto lodge therein. Marim did almoft the

fame, when he went againit the Dutchmen ; for he made his

fouldiers

;
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fouldiers to runne, and to make great and long fteps, compel-

ling cuery man to beare hfs own fardels,and to cane with him

. whatfoeuer lie fhould need to line with.Rtit he did that to in-

harden thcm,and to makethem the more tough to abide the

trauellofwarre.

Tiie policie Iugui th to allure his owne men,and to put the Romans in

of Uigwth, feare, flue a fouldier at his arriuall,and brandifhing his bioodie

(peare to the Romans, told them in their owne language,

that he had learned with them before Numance , that they

fought vpon credit,hauing loft their confull Mariw. Which
fayingm :de the whole anriie ofthe Romans in mind to haue

fled, and they were like to haue turned head, had not SylU

{laid them.

Of Necefsitic
Marins agood captaine (ifthere were any at thofe dayes

in Rome) intending to fight with the Dutchmen, had plan*

ted hiscampe in a place of verie great aduauntage , but he

wanted water.The which he did ofpurpofe,to whetthe cou-

rage of his fouldiers by that means. For when it was told him

that they were in danger of great thirft, he pointing them

to the nuer that was along the fide of his enemies canape,

faid that it bebooued them to fetch drinke from thence and

fo they did. For the pages hauingno water for themfelues,

nor for their beafts, went thitherin great companies to retch

water, and there fell into fo whot a skirmiiTi,that the Dutch-

- men were faine topafle the riuer tocometothe bickering,

where being taken out of order, and wanting time toraunge

their battels in array, they were all difcomlited, and the moft

part of them were drowned in the riuer. Next vnto pains,

Of Defpaire
-^ e^?aire isagreatineoiiragertcfight, when men are forced

'

either to fight or to die, and that there is noplace of refuge

to retire vnto. This is a thing that oftentimes maketh men to

fight moft: valiantly in a tTraunge countrie. J^'illu-n duke of

Normandie,to dupatch hismen ofal hope ofreturning home,

made all his fnips tobe fetor, fire . Manie others haue done

the like'. But if a general! be accompanied with leaguer?,

and allies, it is hard for him to mforce them to fight , vulole

he
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h c Jo it by fom ? poiicie, as Thjnkft* ells did at the famous bat-

te-l at Salami. For whenitwas vniuctfally agreed vpon , to

fight with the Pcrfians vpon the fea , in a ftrait that was

greatly to the acjuauntage or the Greeksjbecaufcit wascafic

to be kepr.Thc Lacedemonians and other their allies 6c con-

federats feeing the Tea couered with the fhips ofthe Perfians,

determined to depart the next morning, and euerie man to go

hoiv>cJ bentfocles being gveeued thereat,bcthought himfclfe
xhepolio'e o

ofthis policie.He had with him a Perflan that was a fchoole Thwijlock.;

maifter to his children, named whom he triifled
5

him he fcritfecrctly tothe kingof Perfia, to adueftife him

that r*:f;w.^?ct/«thechieftaine,generallofthe Athenians, ha-.

uin% a good will to do him fomefpeciall feruice, gaue him

know!edge ofthe good hap,thatthe Greekes were minded to

retire and flee away
5
counfelling himnot to letthem fcape,

but to fet vpon them luflily, while they were focombred and

afraid,and difleuered from their armie on land, and fo to van-

quifh all their whole power by fea at once.^rr^beleuing the

counfelljcnuironcdthem infuchfort, that they could by no

means depart thence; the necefsitie whereof made them to

refolucthemfelues to abide the battcll , wherein Themifto'des

had the vpper hand,and vtterly defeated the whole power of

Aw^bylea.
Zabdtiy Confbble vnto queene Zenohia

, being retr- ThepoHcieol

red to Antioch,after he had loll a battel tothe emperour^w- Z*Mas»

nlun
y
and fearing lead the people fhould fall vpon him in a

rage. ifthey vnderltood thenewes cfthatdifcomfiture^tooke

a man that refcmbled ^€urelun , and made it to be bruted

that he broughtthe emperourpnfoner with him. By which

o-uile he kept theA nnochians from rebelling, while hecau-

led hismen to retire fecretly by night vnto him,without being

pcrceiued ofany man.

The countie Tctilian feeing the armie of the Italians Thecoumic

defeated by king chdries at Foionouo, and being efcaped PetUunsfo*

out ofthe hands ofthe Frenchmen, where he had beene a
llcie *

pnfoner 5 to the intent to aflernble againe the men that

were
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wcrcfled,andto giue them courage,ran as faftas he could to

the Venetians,and toldthem that the Frenchmen were van-
quilhed,andput alltoflight, counfelling them not to let the

yfftoric fcapeout of their hands whereby he made them
that were aftonilhed, to take courage againe in fuch fort, that

by theauthoritieofhisname,hemadeasmanyas he met, to

returne into the battell , which partly was the caufe that the

army was not vtterly defeated.

When Charles duke of Burbon was flaine with a bullet

before the citie of Rome
,
by and by his bodie was couered

with a cloke,to the end that the report of his death , ihould

. not flay the foul diers from entring into the breach. The Ro-
mans pcrce'iiiing thcmfelues vnablcto match the Perfians,

kept themfelues in order within the riuer TUfis, of which ar-

The Towing mie luflinelcd the one part,and Martin the other. Martin to
oi a report of encourage his people, and to fow a falfe report among his ene-

lund
UrS aC

niies 5That Jw^W^« the emperorhad fcntfuccorsvntothernj -

aflembled the whole armie as it had beene to cpnfult what

was to be done. Andasthey werefo all aiTembled
5
fuddenly

comes in apoft,whom he had procured,as coming from Con-
ftantinople with letters,which heprefented:whereinthc em-
perour fent them word that he had fent them another armie,

as great or greater than that they had alreadie. The poll: was

asked whether the armie was farre off or no : and heanfwe-

red, that the armie was not much abonc foure and twentie

furlongs off. Then captaineMartin
}as ifhe had bin through-

ly angrie,faid,He had notto do with it, and that it was no rea-

fon that they fhould reape the honour and profitofhis trauel.

Whereupon he demaunded of his people, whether they

thcughthisfayinggoodorno? and they allanfwered,yea. In

the meanc while the report of frcfli fuccours was blowne a-

brode into the enemies car«pe,who thereupon difpofed fome

ofth eir men to the ffraits, to flop the new armie from pafsing

to ioyne with the otherymdat the fame infhnt brought their

whole power before the citie,to giue alTmlt vnto it. Now it

fortuned that the fame day,captaine lyft'mt had a fancie to go

make,
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make his praicrs,inaccrtaincchurchofthc Chriftians, that

was ncare the towne; and for his conuey,caried with him

flue thoufand horfes vnperceiued of the enemies , who by

chaunce tooke another way to come to the campe before

thetowne . When Iuftine vnderftood by the noife,that his

enemies were afore the townc, fetting vp fcaling ladders,

digging,and making a great aflault to enter in, immediatly he

turned headland with his horfemen went and charged vpon

his enemies, that were at the point to haue woon the towne.

Whereas they being greatly amazed , and thinking that it

had beenc the frelh faccours which they had heard of, tooke

themfelues toflght,and being purfued by the men of the ci-

tie,were almoft all put to the fword . Eumenes vfing difsimu-

lation wifely , got the vi&orie againft Cratertu . For when To keep foul-

he vnderftood that Neoftolemm m&Craterus came againft diet* from

him, in hope to caufe his fouldicrs to turne to their part by
c
™^-g^

t

l

0
C

the oncly brute oftheir comming, and alfo ro take them vna- v^om the ge«

wares as they were making good cheare , becaue they came nerall fufpco

thenfrefhly from the difcomfiung of Neoptclewm : he held
^

C
-

U
j^

e

^
his armie in good order,and readie to fight , and therewithall

* r

^c nJn>

1$

caufeda report to runabrode, that it was Neattdcmm and

pigres that came backe vponhim afrefh, with cevtaine horfe-

men gatheredataduentureoutofCappadocia, and Paphla-.

gonia. And to kcepe his countrimen from knowing Crauw,
he fetnotonc Macedonian againft him in the forefront , but

placed there two companies
v

of ftraungers that were men of

armes,comrruundingthem exprefly to run vpon their cne?

micsasfooneas they (aw them, and to charge vpon them im*
mediatlyjWichout giuing them leyfurc toparlie,or to retire,

and withoutgiuing anyeareto theheraults and trump etters

tlutfhouldbe fent vnto them -becaufe he feared leaft the

Macedonians would turne againft him , if they once knew
that Cratertts was there. Wherefore asfoone as Eumenrs men
efpied their enemies, they filled notto run againft them a full

gallop, as they had beene commaunded, At the fight wher-

of, Crdterm was greatly abalhed : for he thought that ihe

Macedonians



4 $ o How to encourage Souldiers.

Macedonians fliould haue turned on his fide, as Kco^tdmw
had promifed hira.Neuerthelc(Te, dealing like a man ofvalor,

lie aifo fpurred his horfc againft his enemies , and did fo well

that the battel was fought a*long time with doubtful ballance,

but in the end Eumenes woon the field,and Cratertu and Neep-

tclermst\\c chicftanes ofhis enemies weic both flaine.Some-

timc a valiant captainc that hath the report to be fbrtunat,and

a great taker oftowns,doth eucn by his menaces flrike a feare

into the hearts offoldiers, that are inclofcd in a placed make
the to yeeld it vp,as Glefd'm did^who fent word to the men of

Hannibout* that he would fup within theirtowne that n/ghr,

andthaf if there were any of them, that threw but a ftone

whereby any of the leaft of his pages were hurt % it fhould

coft them their hues. With thewhichmenace the townsmen

were fo feared , that they furred not out of their houfes , and

the Englifhmen being too few to abide the ailault,werc ouer-

laid with force,andput all to thefword . The countie of Fois

intending to go from Boloniato Brede the neareft way, tore-

couer it,tooke his iourney through the duke of Mantuas ter*

ritorie. Andbccaufe he wastapaiTeby certaine fluces, which

were fail: (hut vp and wellgarded,heientto the duke ofMan-
tua to defire pauage:who notwithftanding that h e was againft

the Frenchmen^et being abafhed at his fofudden comming,

was fainc to open him the paflage, the which he would haue

deniedhim ifhe had not feene his power,

CHAP. XIII.

OfSkirmijha.

Hen two armies come within fight one of a-

nother,they canot be kept from skirmifhing,

the which is fomtime neccflary,and fomtime

verie daungerous'. And this poynt (as faith

MAchmntll) is one ofthatnuniber, wherein

the euill is fo nearc vnto the good /that the

one

^kirroilhes arc

fo ncate both

to good and

euill.tharitis

eafic to take

the one Cor

the othar.
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one is eafily taken for the other . I haue often heard this fa- t

fhionofmaking skirmiihes blamed by Monjieur Tauannes,vvho
would not put any thing in penll, but all to profit . For he

would either fight in good carnefr, or hold himfelfe quiet

wrtheutiiglitingjandreferue his forces to fomegood occafion.

Some will fay that fuchskirmifhes giuc the more courage to

men ofwar,and make them, as it were to record their lellbns,

and the things that are to be done in battel!. Itis a making of

the to look vpon the wolf,that by beholding ofhim through-

ly, they mould not be afraid of him . But on the comrade

part alib,ifthe wolfebite them , itis to be doubted Icaft they

will become the colder in hunting him . Three dayes afore

the bartcll ofMon:ounter,the armie ofthe Aion[itur^x\& the

armie ofthe princes, skirmifhcd vpon the bankeof theriuer

Dine, but that skirmifh was fo rough for them, that they be-

gan that day to defpair ofthe viclorie,& to be fhie ofthe en-

counter which they had anon after . But now to m.ike fome

refolution vpon thcdifcourfe of thehyftorie (which is the

,thing that I pretend) 1 fay that skirmifhes are of two or

three forts . Sometimes when men lie in garrifon , and Thcforrsof

warrcs are prolonged, thfey skirmifh widi a few men to giue

a ftroke with the fpeoie , or to make fome gallant enter-

prife , as was done at Bolloync againfr. the Englifhmeri:

For they that were in the greatfort, and in the fort of the

Chafhhon, did of;en times lllue out agamftthc Engliihmen

that lay ingarr: roiiinBolloyne , snd tnerc made certain light

skirmifhes,and fo returned into their holds againe. This fight

was commended ofmen ofwarre , who mould but haue lin-

gered there, if they had not now and then led foorth their

bands,and come downe into the plaine.

Sometimes it is. necdfull to m.ike skirmifhes to allure

and to traine yenr men , as V-elopd.u and Epaminondas

did agaynit the Lacedemonians . Tiiefe two captaines

were valiant in the!:* owne perfons, andhad men of good
courage, for they fought for their libertie, Eutthcy were,

bunneanlietraynedro thewarres, and had to do with the

Lacedemo-

skirmiflies.
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Lacedemonians, who had not their peeres in all Greece.
Therefore to encourage their men,thc faid captaines did ere-

Skfrmi flies
wni^cs let them loofeto the Lacedemonians at aduantage,as

made'toad- men doyong hounds to a hare. And as they were lornewhat
uanragc, do fle(hed,they drew them backe of purpofe, and would not ha-
makethcenc- zard them too much afore battel! , to the intent that tailing
mie e pi e

. ^c fweetneflc ofviclrorie, they might learne to (hake offthe

feare of their enemie , which was thought to be inuincible

$

and contrariwife , that the beholdingof him, and the often

victories had ofhim to their aduauntage, might caufe them
to fet light by him. Therefore it was needful! to aflure them
by fuch skirmifhes,afore they fliouid come to bmelLrdlerins

Cormmts did the like againftthe Samnites, for feare QasTittH

tiuim faith) leaft thenew kind ofwarre, and the new enemie,

fliouid difmay them. But fuch skirmiflics muft be made with

discretion, andnot vpon a head, neither muft the gencrall of

an armie permit them , except he perceiue fome verie great

aduauntage on his owne part, to be had without loffe or dan-

ger.Sometiraeskirmilhes are made to begin battels,and thofc
x

may and muft be : for it is the cntranccinto the battel. But for

as much asfome do but onely fuftaine fuch skirmifhes. , with-

out breaking out vpon their enemies, I will (peake a word

thereof,aforc I (peake ofthe battell.

CHAP. XIIII.

Whether it be better to bedre the brunt of the enemies

,

or to drorvne it at thefirfl dajh.

«.His would not deferuc a chapter, no nor tobe once
*
fpokenof,but that Mtchiauel in his difcourfes hath

made.a pretie fmail chapter of it,with a flhort refo-

lution therevpon. And forafmuch as in mine opi-

nion, his refolution feemeth not to agree with tulim c*J*rs-,I

will (peake a word of it by the way. Now then he faith,that

when
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when'ptff/V^anwF^/wconfuIs of Rome, made war againfl

the Samnits and Tufcancs,Z>*f/W went witli his WttGIc power

to affailc his enemics^and Fabiw ^id but only ward him, dee-

ming the lingering a(fault to be th e more for his behoof,by re-

fcruing his force to the vpfhot, when the enemy fhould haue

forgone his firft heat^and therfore that the dealings oiFabms,

had better fuccefle than the doings of DeuusSox Beciufsis le-

gions were all difcomfited
,
andhimlelfeflaine; wheras F*Hh*

went away with the victory, by referuing his forces vntofuch

ncccfsines . Of which example hegathereth his refolution,

that the doing ofFdbitu is more furethan the others. But this

refolution cannot fatisfie me.For it is vnpofsible to keepe ones

fclfefrcin fighting, when the enemy commeth with fullpur-

pofetoaflaiie . Well may ye do fo when you be well intren-

ched , for the enemy cannot alTaileyou but to hisowne lofTe.

But when a day ol battell is fet, either you mud: forfake the

piace,or elfe fight. And in this cafe the running together and

the llnutingot the hoftes , giucth the greater cheerfulnefte

and torce to the men of war . It is another thing that Fal'im Wc t^ca
did in referuing his forces for battell , while the enemie did referue our

fpitout his fire in another place. And this policie was prafti- forces for bat-

fed ky the late duke ofGuifc , at thebattell of Dreux : for

how much foeuer he was intreatcd to giue battell , he would vsalone?^
1

neuer come to it , vntill he faw that his enemies had fpitout

all their fire, and that perfuadingthemfelues to be fure ofthe

vittone afore hand,they fell to pillage . For then he fet vpon

them with all his forces frefli and vndiminifhed , and gaue

them the folic . By the way , it had not ben in the power of

thcconftabIetorefufebattell,uor in the duke of Guifis pow- -

erneitherjif he had ben fet vpon . For then had ltbehoued

him ofneccfsitic to fight , and to that intent came they the-

ther.But it was a great point ofwifdomemthe duke ofGuile,

thatfeemghis enemies had left him behind, herefcruedhis

power for luch a need.And therein he did as Fabius , and as

Charles ofAniou did againft Conradin p. But to knowwhether

in a battell, men ought tofuftainethe artault of the encnue

Ff without
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without running vpon him , or to daunt him at the firil puth

;

the cafe is to be ruled by the refolution that Cafar maketh
J>mpyu fault therofmhis Commentaries^vhere hefindeth fault with Torn*

of pUrfalic

Cl1

1'7,
**or caun

*

n2 nis armic to at thebattell of Pharfalie,

when they were going forward to the encounter , and readic

to mocke with their enemies. Wherein he faith he dida no-

table fault,becaufe the fhoutings and the running together,in-

creafeththe force ofthe fouldiers , who go therewith the

more cheerfully and fiercely to the battell. If fuch a captaine

found that fafliipa of encountering tobebeft; furely wc
ought not to reieel: it,we Frenchmen(I fay)which haue a cer-

tain firy fury at the fir{t,greater than other nations,the which

being reftrained,would wex fo cold afterward,that we lhould

become too flow when we needed to vfeour hands.

CHAP. XV.

Of a Batteller?dofdmerfepolities to hi

praclifedtb.eriti,

Ith the end of war confifteth chiefly in gl-

uing battell; I mutt now fpeake therof,and

ofthe policies that are praftifed in that

behalfe.Now there are two forts ofgining

battell,either in taryingfor the enemy>or

in aflailing him . He that tarieth,hath the

choife ofth e place.and the mean to cut off

himfelfe at leifure,ifhe liftto fight to his owne aduantage.But

he that afTaileth hath many things to looke vnto. Sometimes

he mull be faine to pafle a water to find his enemy,and for that

purpofe to make a bridge ouer the riuer , the which may be

impeached by his enemie that is on the further fide ofthe ri-

To psffe a wa- uer.And for the prouiding therof >ThiLp duke of Cleueland

icr lately. fayth,that great diligence is to be vfed, and artiilerie is to be

pla*
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placed on the riuers fide tofhoot at fuch as aduenture tocome
neere the other bank e,in the time that the bridge is a laying.

And when the bridge is made well and dilligently , he muft

paiTe ouerfoure faucons,and Hue or fix hundredmen on foot,

and fome cariages with fpeed to flop them,and alfo fome pio-

ncrs to make trenches at need.For fiue hundred or a thoufand

men mclofed within their cariages wil alwaies hold four thou-

fand tackjvntill the reft of the army may come forward , and

then fhali it be eafie topafle the refidueofthe hoftin defpite

ofthe enemies. But the beft and fureft way is,not to vfe open

force,but to make paftage by fome policy.When the empe-
^twiT****

ror lidtd warred againft the Perfians,afore hepalTed a certain foghis army
riucr,hefent^«i'^/^ with fifteen hundred men to the further oucra riuer.

fide ofthe water, and yet for the pafsing ofthe water he vfed

no open force,but caufed captaine rittor with a good number

ofmen ofwur,to paffc ouer fecretly in the night feafon, and a

good way offfrom tbccamp,forfeare leafthefhould be per-

cciued,and toioin himfelfwith lucilins.This had fo good fuc-

ces,tliat being ioined togithervnperceiued ofthe enemy,they
charged vpon him behind vnlookedfor,wherwith he being a-

fraid betook him to flighr. This bickering gaue the emperour

leifure to polTe his army inboats,and to obtain the further bank.

Sometimes haft is made to take the enemy vnprouided , and

out of aray,to aftonilh him and to break the order ofhis bat-

tels Henne the baftard ofCaftile did againft his lawfull bro-

ther don Teterfay the aduice of Bertrandof Guefclin. For he
faw he had but few men , and confidered that if don Veter

fhouid haue come againft him in battell, raunged in good

order, he had not beenc able to ftand againft hini ,
by rea-

fonot the fmall number of men that he had to encounter fo

great a number of well trained fouldiers , as doit Feter

Drought with him. Therefore he fet forward and led his

men ofwar thick fet and in good order before him, without

any inclingof his comming knowne to d.n Teter, And finding

him out of aray , with his bands fcattered here and there far

from him, he difcomfited him and put him to the woorft.

J i ij MAr'im
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Mdrius was like to haue ben difcomfited ,
by being taken af-

ter that fort vnprouided : and yet by another policy he took

e

his enemies in a trip,in fucii fort as 1 will tell you . Bocchm and
Iti^Hrtba. came to afLule Manns vpon the fuddaine ouer

The policy of night , as he was retiring his armie into garrifon . All
Marou. t]iac MxMis could then doe, was but to get two lit-

tie hils for his defence , very fit for the featingof a campe#

And when he had retired himfeliethether to his aduan-

tage,he let his enemies alone, who enuironed the two hils

with great noife , and fo pafled forth the molt part of that

night.On the contrary part
,
theRomansmadenotanynoife,

but heldthemfelues quiet . But when they perceiued that

their enemies began to fall afleepe,and to take their re(t,then

Myitis caufed his men toiflueout with great noife vpon the

Moores and Getulians , of whom he flue a great number as

they lay alleepe,and compelled the reft to forfake the place,

and to go feeke another more fure at the fauour of the

night: by means whereof he fcaped that daunger. Some-

times men are afraid togiuc battell ,
byreafon of thcad-

uauntage of the place . In that cafe poiicie is to be vfed,

as to take a higher ground than where the enemy lieth, as

Faulm Emilim did againft: Terfens '\n Maccdonie , and

5>#dagainft Tigr&nes
, and diuerfe others of whom I haue

fpoken heretofore * For then mull they cither diflodge , or

The policy of fight to their apparant b(Fe . Or elfe he mufldraw them

GMffln

0
* 0̂mc ttame-, as Bertram of Guefdm did the men of

Nauarre-who feeing their armie in a high place ofaduantage,

and on the other fide being aduenifcd that fuccour was com-

ming to them • the ne^t day , when he and all the army of

France ranged in battel I , had fpent a great partof thedayin

theplaine,lorc vexed with heate and trauelRethought ther-

fore that it was not for him to fight wit h them in a place offo

ereat difaduanta^e . But forasmuch as he was fure, that the

Nauarrians defired greatlie to come to encounter them,

and yet that they would not leaue their ftrength : to draw

them to battell, he made countenance to reure ,
folong

vntiil
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vntill the day began to decline,caufing his armor, b:?gage,and

pages to pafle ouer a bridge
, holding himfelfe abvaies llill in

one quarter, to fee what countenance the Nauarrians would

make.And the better to conceal e his pretence,he caufed ma-
ny ofhis men of armes to paffealfo . Anon one lohnlouell a

captaineoftheNauarrians,cor*rarieto theaduice ofthecap-

tallofBuze, went dovvne the hill and led his men to the en-

counter,whom thecaptall ofBuzefollowedandali the army

after him.When the Frenchmen faw him in the plaine, they

turned againe vpon the Nauarrians amaine, ofwhome in

the end few or none efcaped which were not either (Taincor

taken ptifoncrs. Sometimes when a captaine commeth neere A policy to

his enemies , he will not by and by giue battell , becaufc his J^^
b
^'

men are weane oftheirway.But yet to hold his enemiein ex- nor to dolt
pe&ation, hekcepeth his mena long while inbattelray,asif

he mcnt to come to handitrokes,and in the meane while ma-
keth trenches :thc which being done, heretireth his men
faire and foftfy iritot'iem,Iodging the hincermoft firft, andfo

fuccefsiuehe thofe chat are next them one alter another,

whereatthecncmieisaftonilhcd , to fee the army of his ad-

uerfaries lodged fofc within their trenches , as TauIw Emilita

did againft/vr/>«j. For he made fo faire a fhew ofencounte-

ring, and lodged his menfocuningly,that he had by little and

little vndone his battel l,and lodged his people in their campc
well fortified, without any noife or hurlyburlie , ere his ene-

mies hadperceiued lt.Yct doth itnot follow., butthatitmay A policy ro

atfome times be for a mans aduauntage(though he be wearie takc thc rnc *

and hauetrauelled alongioumey)toTetvpon his enemies out
U**

ofhand. Butthat muft be when he is furc to find them out of

order,as the countie of Egmount did to the Frenchmen neere

vntoGrauelmg, and Bertram of Gnejclin did tc dan Tcter of

Cafnle.r/w^ewintendingto fight with Icetes
, whokeptthc

way to Adrane
,
twcntielesguesdillantfromTauromemon,

deparred thence with all his armie,of purpofcto bid him bat-

tell.Thefirftday he made no greatiourney,butthe next day

lie marched more fpeedjJie. Andwhen it druc towards euen-

F fiij tide
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tide, tidings was brought him that I ceres was but then newlie

arriued afore Adrane,and was there incamped .Whereofthe
captains hearing , caufed the foremoft to {lay to take their

repaft,that they might be the better difpofed to fig! it.But 77-

moleon adumnccd himfclfe forward vnto them, andpraied

them not to do fo, but to march onftiU , as fpecdilie as they

could , that they might take their enemies out of order.

And he himfelfc marched foremoft as it he had held the

victoriein his hand , and fo the refidue followed him with

like confidence. Asfooneasthey camet'nere,they charged

vpon their cnemies,whom they found all difarmed,and ther-

forethey tooke them to their heeles as foone as they faw

them come neere.

The Sinfters vfed the like policie againft the Frenchmen,

when they had raifed the fiege of Pauie , taking them fud-

dainlie vnprouided and not intrenched . Butfas I haue faid)

tliismanerof dealing isveris daungerous , if a man be not

fure that he fhaii find his enemies out of order . It was

one of the faults that the Frenchmen committed at the

battel! or CreGie , in. that they haumg trauelied fix leagues,

did giue battel! to the Englishmen that were freih and lod->-

ged at aduauntage.For theFrenchmen were tired and weary,

and had the funne vpon their faces, and had marched in

great diforder . In refpe Ctwh ereof, they fhculd haue intren-

ched themfelues as Taulw did , to the end they

might haue had leifure to take breath and gather their

ftrength againe,snd to vnderftand of their enemies behauicr,

and to take aduauntagc as well as they , and to tary for the

reft oftheir power that was comming after. For the next day

after the battell,they alfo were difcomfited
3
anda feuen thou-

fand ofthem were ilaine , which had the battell ben delaied

till the next morrow,would haue ben a maruellous fuccour to

the reft ofthe armie.and haue helped at need tore-unitethc

atmie when they were broken $ as the fouldiers of the earle

of Mountfortdid, after that the Frenchmen had difcomfl-

ted them before F^oche Darien . For by and by they gathered.

ihein-
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themfclues togitheragainero the lord ofCaduc$aIl,wh6 com-
ming then newly with a hundred men ofacmes and certainc

footmen,wentby thefunnerifmgto thecampeof Charles

if/*j.»,(who doubting nothing becaufe hce had gotten the vi-

&ory,flept& tooke his reft:) andfinding him in that diforder,

did put his memo the vtterance,andcaried him away pnfoner

to Hannibout.Scmetimein fighting a batteil, a man hath the TlicflebVof
funne full in his eyes.To auoid this danger, Faulus Emjliw was aduauntage to

fo Joiigaraunginghismen in batteil, that by the time that figkckkly.

the battels fhould ioine,he had the fun vpon his backe.: Ma~
riua vied the like policic againitthe Cimbrians, and Vktlif

lAugupHs againif, the Flemmings . At the batteil of Can-

nes, Banmbjdl helped himfelfeboth with the funnc and the

wind, and thereby chiefly wan he the batteil. There blew, a

mignHcftrongand botflrous wind like a tempeft of thunder

and lightning, which raifed the parched duft from the. fandic

plamcas hotcas£re,anddnuing it through the battel lofthe

Cardiagmenfcs/trakeit ful into the faces and eyes oftheRo-

mans with fuchviolence,that they -were enforced to caft their

heads backe>and to diforder their ranks.

jjfcT.hor. .. be: ;^ determined to right with Xerxes king

of Pcifia vpon the lea, chofe a ftrait and narrow place, that

hee might the better rcuenge himfelfe agaynft the multi-

tude ot the kings fhippes : and moreouer waited the time

moll fit and fauourablc for his purpofe . For hee raun-

ged not his fliippes in order of batteil, afore a certainc

houre, when a great wind was woont to rife vppon the

fca-coaft , which railed great waues in the channel!. Now
this wind did no difpleafurc to the Greeke gallics , be-

caufe they were low , but it did great annoyance to the

Perfian fliips, which hadtheir hatches high, and their fore-

decksraifcd high./or it made their flankes to he open conti-

nually to the Greckes, who went and dallied lighter againft

-them .. The Athenians did. the like vnderthe leading of

Thrtwo aj^ainiVthe: Pelopcnnefians . T he A thenians had

but twcntic 'Piipjrcs tc keepc Naipaft , and thofc were

iBBK: *

Ffftrj* but
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but illfuruiChcd to fightvpon the Tea, andthe Peloponnefl-

ans had feuen and fortie well furniflied , by reafon whereof

they flicked not to make their vagaries all aiongft the coaft

ofEpyrus, to palTe guer into Acarnania . Ncuerthelcfle,

they were purfued by the Athenians , who compelled them

to raunge themfeluesin battell,and to fight in themiddeft of

aftrait, where for the better fortifying of tliemfelucs, andto

ftoppethe Athenians from llluing out, theyraunged their

ihips in a ring,wirhtheirnofes outward, and their Hemes in-

ward : and in the middes of the ring they placed their fmall-

and light ve(Tels,to fet them out vpon then: enemies when
time mould require . As for the Athenians ,

they fet their

fhipsallinarow, enuironing the (hips of their enemies, and

pretending yet more. But Therm'to had charged them not to

fight, vntillhe had giuen them a token, alluring himfelfethac

when the land-wind arofe, which began toblow in the mor-

ning, thefhips ofthe Peloponnefians would dafh one againft:

another. Now as foone as the wind began to blow , the mips

felltoiufllingindeed: and fpecul'y thofe thatwere in the

middeitjbeingthe lighter lbrt,did gj ear anoyance to the reft:

mfomuth that chey were al occupied in fettmg planks before

their mips, for feare or darning.And there was io- great a crie

and d^fordcr among the Pcloponneliars, that they cou :d not

heai e the commaundement oftheir captaines. Which thing

whenT.^rw/ofaWjhegaueatokenofbattell to the Atheni-

ans,who charging luftiiy vponthem, battered and funke the

firll that they encountered, and put the refidue to flight.

To come vpon Sometimes a companie of men are kept out ofthe battel,

rhc encmie and are commaunded to fet vpon the enemies behind in the

v*
hlr

<ii
Wh ' lc

beat ofthe battcll, to put them infeare , and to make them
breake their amy . W hen Tvtitw was to gine battell to the

Romans, he drew afide three hundred men of his armie , and

gaue them commaundement, that in thefierceftof the bat-

tell , they mould charge vpon the Romans behind . Which
thing they did fo fitly, that the Romans thinking them to be
a farre greater number than they were , betooke them-

felues
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felucs to flight, ysiignxs a Roman captaine, feeing ZeMfarius

readic togiue battcll to the Perfians,bcilowcd himfelfe with

hismencouertly ma valley , and when they were well for-

ward at thebattell , he mounted vp a little hill , and taking

the Perfiansvnawares behind, did cafily put them to flight.

Whefi M*r!*t was about to fight with the Dutchmen, he
fent Clmdim Marcellm out of the way, with tiirec thoufand

footmen, willing him to keepe himfelfe clofe, vntill hefaw
the Dutchmen tied to the fight with him, and then in the

chiefeit ofthe batccll,togo charge vpon them behind. The
which hedidfo fitly, that the Dutchmen feeling themfelues

aflailedbehind,were forced to turnchcad,andby that means
falling in diforder,were all vanquifhed. hhn duke ofBurgoine,

in the battel ofTIngresSent a thoufand footmen,andfiue hun-

dred horfemen , to aflaile his enemieson their backes in the *

chiefeof the fight : Which thing when Tieranes would haue
prouided tor aforehand,by fending a companicofchofen men
to encounter them ; the common people would not permit

him^nd fo they felt the fmart oftheir wilfulnefle.

As touching the ordering of anarmie, it is done by the Dfuers ma-

eie, according to the aduertilments that are had of the ene^ nertoforcfc

mie, and after as he isfeene to be difpofed. Now to giuc a cer-
un8 an ai n11

tainerulethereof,it is vnpofsible j neither is it my intent, but

onely to put in practife the auncient hiftories , and to put in

writing the policies that haucbcenevfedbymenofoldtime.

HdnmUU that captain ofAngular expenence,ordered hisbat-

tellinfuch wife at Cannas , that hefet the bell men of their

hands on the two fides , and filled vp the middefl: with the

woifer. The which two wings he caufed to flioot themfelues

forth in a point, mioyning them that asfooneas the Romans

had broken the forefront , and purfued them as they retired

backe,foasthemiddleof the battell came fhrinking in , and

bowing in compafle like a new moone, and that the Romans

were come within it} then they fliould fall vpon them on ei-

ther fide, and inclofe the in behind. Infomuch that the battel

which at the beginning was informe ofawedge,was at length
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in forme ofa Crcflant^which was a caufe ofthegreat {laugh-

ter. The conltable ofCliflbn vfcd almoft the fame fafhion, at

thebattell ofRofebccke. He led his hoft dmidedin three

parts ; a vauntgard, amaine-battell, and a rereward,andall

three neereonc another. But when they began toapproch,

they ftepped forth into wings, fo as the middieward was fom-

what fhrunke in , and drawn e backer : but ih e men of amies

that were in the wings felitoitfofurioufly , that theFlern-

miass were not able to follow them that v/erem the battelL

infomuch that it fetit feife in ftrength ^gaine, and the Flem-
mings being cooped inbetweene the three battels , loft aN
mod fiue and twentie thoufand of their men . sA#<hraS did

the hke at Nicopolis. For he caufed his two wings to aduance

forward, wherein hee had almoft. threefcore thoufand men,

and fct himfeli e well ciofed in the bulcke ofthe battel], fen-

ding eight thoufand men afore to skirmiih , and to kecpehis

armie horn being diicouered , whom he commaunded , that

when they were affail ed by the Chriftians, they fhould retire*

to the b.xhe ofthe battell.The which thing they did fo fitly,

that the Frenchmen which were in the vaward wereinclcfcd

onall fides,-and themoft partofthem flaine or taken,and the

reft were dnuen to fiee, to their great lolle . But he that doth

this,mufthaueagreat number ci men. For it is a daungerous

matter to enlarge theranjvs , when a man hath but few men,

becaufe that thereby he maketh them the thinner, atxlcon-

fequently the eafierto be broke;). For thereis no force hke to

the force ofthem that fight clofc fee 3 for they giue the i efle

fcope to enter into their ranks/PWw 2>y/*^ woonthe battel

agai.nft iVr/e*/ by thispohcie : Hefawit wasnotpofsible for

him to worke any thinfcagainftthe mainc battel ofthe Mace-
donians. Inthisdcfpaire he fell to viewing wiftlythe feat of

the enemies campe.And pcrceiuing that the iield where they

fought was not plainc* ne lay whole togither , lie <onn*dered

•that the battell which was lodged formoft, could nor a Iwaies

maintaine that, hedge of pikes and of targets ioynulg toge-

ther, but that by line force they fliould be compelled to

- open
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openinmany p!accs,as it falleth outin all great battels,accor-

dSng to the uitbrcement of them thatfightagainft thcm,fo as

inoneplaccthey thruft themfclues forward, and in another

they be driuen backe . Wherefore Emyliui taking fuddenly A mcane to

this occafion, diuided his men into fmall troopes, appointing £PeD a Wmel.

them to take vp the places which they found emptie at the

front ofthe battel of their enemies,and fo to ioine themfelucs

vntothe,not by maintaining a continual charge vpon the,buc

bv letting vpon them here and there, in diuers places at once

bv diuers companies. According to this commaundgrnent

dehuered to the captains from hand to hand , the Romans
Hipped immediatly into places which they found emptie or

illgarded, and being entered in, aflailed the Macedonians,

feme vpon the fides where they were naked and bare, and o-

theifome behind, infuch fort that the fbength ofthe.whole

bodic oftheir battell,vvhich confuted in holding themfelues

clofetogithcr,wasby and by defeated by beingopened after

that maner. Bur to come backe againe to our purpofe. When Whatw tobc

a gcnerall hath but few men , he muft choofe narrow places,
f°^ r̂ !j

e

^{1

that hemay be able to refill many, and not be inclofed about bu C fCW mcD.
by a great number. For, to do fo with a great number oi men
fe vnauailable, yea and fomenmes noyfomc . It was the

ill il mifchiefe that Darius receaued at the hand oi Alexander,

Hiswifeilmcn councelled him ro tame for Alexander in a

plaine and open countrie , feeing he had axlefhe to fight

with him , and not to gofeeke him inCilicia, in ftrait and

narrow places , whereit he tooke him in the fhaits, his ar-

inic would (land him in no Head to fight, fo pent vp. But he A great armie

not crediting that wholcfomecounfeil, found too late, tnat
^ufeThill

a great armiccughtaiwayes to choofe a large place, where Ground, bur

a man may with his great number enclofe his enemie,which a plain chanv

he cannot doin a narrow roome. And fo fhall the horferr.en !'10n *

fight at their eafe, whereas in a narrow countrie lull of hed-

ges, they can do no good at all . This wasa leflbn that.Y<*»-

rrffusz captainc 01 the Lacedemonians taught to the Can-

thageuenfes,

.

Although <
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Although the Carthagenenfeshada goodly great armie,
good footmen,6e great (lore ofhorfemcn.-yet were they euer
vanquifhed by the Romans. A t length they tooke this Xan-
tlpptu to be their generall , that had the report to be a good
captaine. Who hauing confidered their warlike furniture,

rmruclkd that they encamped in the mountains, hauing lo

many elephants,and horfemen, and that they did not rather

keepetheplaines, which without comparifon was mod for

their aduauntage , feeing that the force of the Romans con-

fined jn footmen , andnot in hcrfmen. Therefore he made
them to come dovvne into theplaines, where he fought with

the Romans and ouercame them , vnder their confull

lim HegvlKSfNho was there taken.

Abattelloft times is fo well ordered onallfides^thatther^e

The policieof is no way to enter into it . In fuch cafe a manmuftfeeke the
captain; weakefl: places, as I hauefaidalreadie,orelfe vfethe policie
Pdiman, ofcaptaine VdimAn , who to make his men the forwarder in

aflailirig the Macedonians , tooke the Antfigne of his band,

Snd threw it into the thickeftofhis enemies : whereupon his

men prefTed with great violence afterit,becaufe they eftec-

meditagrcat difhonour to abandon and forfake theirAnt-
figne.Butyetnotwithftandingall was invaine, and to their

loBc j becaufethe Macedonians were fo fill: linked togither,

and heldtheirpikesfofteddie j that it was ynpofsible to re-

moue them.

To reaflemblc When an armie goeth by the worfe , or is readie to

an armie chat breake their array, the prefence ofthegenerall is maruellouf-
coc.th by the

\y behoofTull , to make them returne to thefight againe, by

his encouragement, or by fighting afore them in his own per-

Fob, For when they fee their generall in daunger , they be a-

framed to leauehim without fighting for him. So did Sylla a^

ga- it vrTthriditis, Forwhen he faw his armie almofl: defea-

ted 5 he caflhimfelfea croiTethem that fled , vntill he found

liiscnen ie$, crying,Ye foul diers ofRome , mine honour wil*

leth mr v die here.And therefore whenfoeucr ycfhall beaf-

ked whereye haue abandoned your captaine, remember tli at

ye
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yeanfwer, yeforfookehiminOrchomene . Whereat tlicy

were fo aftiamed,that fuddcnly they turned their faces again,

and wan the field.

tu\imC*Ur being in the like penll in Spaine againft the

Tomfe-r/jfaid vntohismen, Seeingye foriakemcthus,deli-

uer me by and by into the hands of Pompeyes formes . The
which faying made them for vcrielhamc to rcturne into the

battel!, the which they woon in the end. At another time he

caught the ftandard our. of theftandard-bearers hand that

fled, and made him to returne,faying,ltis here my fouldier, ic

is here that we mult fight. Julian the emperour feeing cer-

tain men flee at the beginning of a battel, caufed ten of them

that fii It fled to be put to death , to the intent that the refi-

due,forfeareofthe daungerthat was behind,fhould fight va-

liantly, feeing the penll was greater in fleeing than in figh-

ting, chiles Mat tell' did the like againlt the Saizins^ for he

appointed cert aine men, to do nothing elfe but to kill fuch as

fled backe.And befidesthat, he did them to vnderftand,that

the gates ofTo wers wereiliut , and that they fhould not be

opened for any misfortune that befell. Sometimes , to tempt
^

>j|
and allure fou diers, men offer them a prey or bootie,that by
being eagre ot it, they m iybrcake their aray, ascbarles the dtfire ofprey,

eight did at Foronouo by the counfell of Triuulce . For he
made all the baggage ofthe campc to march on the left hand
where were all the kings coflly jewels.The which thing whe
the Aibanois efpied,by and by they flang out to that part,kil-

ling and ouerthrowing the muleters and pages that made
countenance of defence. The footmen perceiuing how the

Aibanois madefpoile , ran thither alfo, fo asitputthearmie
ofthe ItVians quite out oforder , and miniftred the more oc-

cafion to king c/W^tocompafle his matters well. Toremc-
diethe matter that aman benotfurpnfed behind, whether it To l?t or lm

bcinaflaultin* a town,or ingiuing battel : he mult leauefome ^y^fan
men ofpurpofe to abide thatbrunt,which muft intend to that armybchmi
and nothing elfe ; or elfe he mull: do as Demetrius or Sertcnm

did. WlictiScrttritu had laid fiege to the towne of Lauron,

pompej;.
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Towpey went thither in great haft to fuccour it. Neere vnto

the citic was a little hill to lodge a campe in, and to annoy

the towns-men. By means whereof, the one hafted thither

to win it, a«d_rhe other hafted to keepe it. But Sertor'm came
thither firft and tooke it. And anon after Pompey came thi-

too , who was well apaid that it had fo come to pafle ; thin*

king to hold Sertorius pent vp bctweene thecitie and hisar-

rnie. But hec was greatly aftonifhed > when hefawthe fix

thoufandofmenwell armed , whom Sertmus had left in the

campe whence he departed , to the intent that if P mpey

came to aflaile him, they fhould fit vpon his skirts . Which
thing Pompey perceyuing, durft not offer battcll,but was con-"

drained to fee the towne deftroyed before his eyes, and was

not able to refcueit.

PtoUmit was decerned after the like maner. For when he
hadhisarmieon the feareadie to encounter Demetrius , he

gaue his brother Meneleus charge, that when he fawthem
grappled to come to hand-ftrokes, and that they werebufieft

in fight, he mould fet outofthe hauen ofS alarms,, and come
fetvpon Demetrius fhippes behind, to fcatter them and to

breake their aray,with threefcore gallies,whereofhe had the

leading. But D&mitrius hauing prouided for it aforehand,

had appointed ten gallies to flop him"
,
thinking them enow

to fhut vp th e mouth of the hauen that was imall and nar-

row, fo as none that were within it could get out . By rea-

fon whereof being fure behind, he chargedfo ftoutly vpon

Ttclomie
y
thathc difcomfited him.

When the enemie knoweth that a captaine vfeth an or-

dmatie maner of ordering his battels after one fafeion , he or-

dereth his owne after the fame maner. But to beguile him,

©fonesbaf-el. he muft do as Cornelim Scipiodidin Spaine againft Hafdru*

ball : who knowing that his enemie was aduertiftd,that he was

woont toplacehis beftfouldiersinthemiddeft of the frunt

of his battels,, and the worft behind 5 and doubting leaft H*f-

druball would do the like , altered his order in the day of

the battell.. For he fet his beft fouldiers in the corners of his

armie
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armie, and the worfer fort in the middeft. And when itcamc

to the onfet , Scipio caufed the fouldiers of the middle part to

march foftly, and the two wings toaduaunce forwarder, who
eacountenngwith men of lefle experience, did cafily ouer-

matchthem . In the which time, thofeofthe two middle-

wards, which on lAfdruhals fide were the chiefefl: men , and

on Scipi-.s fide the woorftofhis armie were but beholders of

the others.By means whereof*AfdmUll was eafiiie defeated

by the Romans.

At the battellof Tongres, whenthe lord ofPieranes faw

the dukeof Burgoyne fend fifteene hundred men on his back,

he altered the forme ofhis battell, which was pointed tri-

angle-wife, and brought it into a fquare , fettihg his horfemen

and foot hindermoll, to withftand them tkat were coraming

behind, and fencing the fides with cariages,by reafon where-

ofhe had gone away chat day with the vi&orie , if he had

hadmen that had beene good warriours , and well trayned.

But the want ofthem both,made him to lofe both the battell

and Ins life.When the gcnerall ofan armie hath'too few horf- when fl ffla«
men,he mulKetfomc company ofpikcmen behind them,and bath few. hor£*

now we may fee harquebuzers that are accuftomed to fight mcn*

with horfmen, as lulwCtfar did at the battel! of Pharfthe

agaift Tomptjf. For hauing fet forth thebeft and mod pradlri-

fedlegionariefouldiersthat he had, he wasfuddenlyaflailed

withagreatcompanieof vong Roman gentlemen on horfe-

backe. To whom when his horfemen had giuen place
,
they

came vpon thofe old fcilowes,who flung their iauchngs full in

their faces.Whereat the yong gentlemen being aftonied^tur"

ned themfduesby and by to flight.

Sometime to beguile theenemie, a captaine makes his Tobeguilethe:

armie to feeme lefle than it is, that the enemie maybe the cncmicbyprc-

bolder tofight: or clfe hecaufeth a brute tobe railed , that j*S^
he hath fent apart of his armie abrode, which he hath.not

nC iC'

doncindeedjby either ofwhich waiesmanie liauebeene de-

cerned . One armie was fent afore againft ^/drutall , who
was come dowae into Italic with a great puiffance rand in an

other
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otherpartMw the confull had another armie neer vnto Hun.
aiball, and to his Teeming well rampired and fortified. Nero de-
parted fecretlywith the moil part of his power, and went to

ioine in campe with his fellow confull, without increafing the
number of Antfignes >foasthe campe appeared not to be a-

ny greater than it was woonttobe. This beguiled the Car-
thagenenfes : who finding greater force than they looked for,

were ajlvanquifhed. As much befell to Curio in Affncke,a-
gainlli"^ king of Mauritania.For the king made a report to

be blowne abroad , that he was fore encomb»?red in hisowne
countrie, and that he had fent but fome fmali number of his

men thither ; and yet in de.d he marched himfelfe with his

wholearmie.. Buthehad fentthc faid former band a good
while afore , and hehimfeife came fp;tdi!y after with his

whole power.Whereby Curu being deceiued, gaue him bat-

telhThen was he greatly abuthed vo fee his enemies continu-

ally fuccourcd with frefh men,and their armie (hi! increafing

Co the eie,lo that inthc end he wasouercome. F erdw<xhd\i\nv

of Naples,be,tng aduerufed that the lord of Aubney was but

Feeble,gauehimbatteil vpon a iolitie ofcourage,without fur-

ther enquiring,and was as brauely receiued by the lord Awb-
ney,who had loyned vnto his owne the forces of the lord of

Precie, and fowith thofe forces togither encountered king

Ferdinand.

C*t9s policic. While Cato was in Spaine,arriba(Tadors were fent vnto him

from a citie that was befieged , to demaund fuccour of him.

Cato graunted them rheirdemaund, <Sccaufingthe third part

ofhis armie to be imb irked in their fight, difpatchedthem a-

way,with charge that they ihouid giue notice whatfuccours

were fent to them.But asfoone as the ambafladors were gone,

he fecretly caufed his imbaikedmento come backe a^aine.

The Spaniards thereupon thinking they fhould haue had to

do but with a few Romans, came boldly to bid them battall
j

but they were ouercome for their labour.Diucrfe times when
A falfe pre- a captainc hath butfew menin comparifonofhis cnerme , he
tenccotfeare. W1 [j pletenc| a feare,ro make his enemiethe more careleiTe.

^ And
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And when he percciueth him tobefo, then aduentureth

he to take him vnpurueied, asLif*nder did the Athenians.

Who perceiuing himfelfe vnable to match them lnftrepgth,

rode at anchor in aflxeitneere totheckieLnmpfacum, after

he had takenitby aflault. The Athenians on the other fide»

came with great fpeed into the bayofSetlros, and whenthey
had refremed themfelues with food, they prefented them-

felues to the gallies ofLacedemon, wheror Lifandtr had the

gouernment;who on his fide ranged his men in order ofbattel,

but he forbad them tofchtortorow out a spirit theAthem-

ans.Who retiring themfel ues towards night,went a land,wher-*

of Lifandsr was informed by fuch as he had fent after them to

nurke their demeanor.The next day they did as much,andfo

the third and fourth daiesrinfomuch that the Athenians con-

cerned a great confidence in themfclues,and agreatdifdainof

the LaxcdemonianSjthinkipg that their keeping ofthemfelues

fopent vp,WdS for very feare. Thefiftday when the Atheni-

. ans hauing made the like offer of abatteil to their enemies,

were retired towards the cuening in difordcr:Z.i/Wer fent cer-

tain Galiots after them to note their bw*hauiour, commanding

the captains ofthem, that asfoone as they faw the Athenians

out oftheir gallieSjthcy fhould returne to him with all fpeed

pofsible-'and that when they were in the middeft ofthe ftreit,

they fhould heaue vp a copper fhield a high into the aire vp-

on the point of a pike, as a token to make the whole fleet to

come rowing in battelray.By reafon whereof, asfoone as the

fhield was lilted vp
,
Ltfander hauing all his men in a readines,

and being notpafl one league off from the Athenians, made
faile fo fwiftly m the fmooth fea , that the Athenians had no

leifureto take their weapons and toput themfelues into their

gallies,becaufe their fouldiers were fcattercd abroad, fome

gonetobuy vittels,fometofupper , Tome to walking inthe

helds,and fome to llcepe,no man doubting that which hap-

pened^infomuch that ofnine and twenty gallies,only nine ef-

caped,the which Comn fauedby fwiftnes when he perceiued

>the difordenand of thisvnfortunataduenturc enfucd thevr-

Gg ter
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ter ruincofthe Athenians. Iulitf* Ctptr being come but with

feuen thoufand men in great haft to refcue Quintns Ckp ,that

was befieged by threefcore thoufand Gaules, was greatly a-

bafhed whenhefaw all the Gaules vpon him , who had left

their fiege to come againft him. By reafon whereof he was

faine to retire, and to put himfelfe into a place fit for a cap-

taine,which with a few men was to fight againfl: a great num-
ber ofenemiesjforbiddinghisfouldiers to go out to skirmifhin

any cafe,and compelling them to heighthen the rampires of

their camp,and to fortifie their ports as men thatwere afraid-,

to the intent that their enemies lhould haue them in the

more difdainr,vntill fuch time as one day he fpied a fitocca-

fion by their diforderly comming to affaile the trenches of his

campe,and then he made a falie out vpon thcm,and put them
all to Right,with the (laughter of a very great number oftheir

To make an mcn • Sometime to deceiue the enemie a captaine makes his

nrmy(eeir.e army to feeme greater than it is ; Aswhen heraungeth his

greater than fouldiers, his pjoners,and all other forts of people in battell.
U1S

* vpon the fide ofa hill,and on the other fide fetteth his varlets

and lackeies onhorfbacke with the menof arms, fo as it ma-
keth a long and terrible hedge to looke on . King Ferdnnvd

vfed that policie,to keepe the lord ofPrefy from winning the

rock ofNaplesjFor he chofe a place by the which the French

men mull needs paffe, and there did let his army andfortifie

his cnmpe.For lie men: not to put any thing in hazard,becaufe

he had twice alrcadie hadproofeof the valeantries of the

Frenchmen , to his very great difaduauntage, and the lode of

his men.Andas he was a making his trenches y the French-

men fhcived thcmfelues to his Arragonians ; which thing^

made themtoleauc their worke,and toputthemfeluesina-

ray ready to giue battel.And therwith lie caufed the pezants

to be armed , fo that ail the hils glittered of the troop es of.

them.And below,the hoft ofthe Arragonians was imparked'

in aflrongplacevneafietobeapproched , which thing cau-

fed the French army to ftop fhort, and notto hazard th e bat-

tel] , leal! they fhouldbe too fewm refpeft of their enemies.

^Antonie
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tAntcnieicaxm* leaf! ottmian that was comming againfthim

with his array By fca 3lhould feaze vpon his fliips, (which were

vtterly vnfurnifhed ofmen ofwar)if he carne to the encoun-

tcrrmadc the galliflaues to arriue therc,andfet the in order of

battcll vpon the hatches ofhis fhips,and afterward caufedall

the rowesofoares to be pitched vp an end andfet vpright in-

to the aire on either fide ofthe gallies,with their prowes bent

againfl: 0#*?*/<*tfJgallies,atthe enterancc ofthegulfethatbe-

gmneth at the point ofA&ium.And he held themfo in order

of battel, as ifthey had ben furnilhed as well with men ofwar

to haue abiddcn battel!,as with rowers. Wheifore C*/Qr be-

ing decciued by that Height ofwar,retired./^/;> ofMoncada
viceroy of Naples,and Golly an expert and famous captaineof

fcamatters,intending to giue battell on the fea to the French-

men,that were at Naples vnder the conduct oiTbiilifpin Do-

w,caufed many filheiboatstobeaddedto their gallics,to a-

mafetheir enemies withall.But yet this nick was no impedi-

ment,but that Vbillippin wan the battcll.^£^/<***',to hide the*

flight offuch as had robbed him in his camp to go with the

Thebans,and to keep his men frombeingdifcouraged therat;

concealed them as muchashccouldjandforthedoingtherc-

of,ordained that cuery morning when they went to vifitthe

ftraw beds ofthe fo!diers,they mould hide the ftufTe ofthem

that were 2;one thether.

CHAP. XVI.

0/'tbtfurfuwgof viciorti.

Henthe enemie is put to flight , the chiefe

thing that the gencrall hath to do,is to pur-

fue his enemy with all fpeed,that hemay a-

(tonifli him the more, and not to giue him

refpit torefolue himfeifewhat to do. Jidim

CdtjAY excelled m that point 5
forheneuer

wocn battcll j but he toooke his enemies campethe lame day.

G<*ii ^lextndtr
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.Alexander neuer left to purfue «C^r/w,vntill he faw him quiet

in his owne country.On the contrary part,this only fault is no-

ted in Hannibalthat he purfuednot his victory after the battel

of Cannas, by going to befiege Rome then vtterly difmaied

with the prefent lofle . Infomuch that one faid vnto him,He
could well skill to get thevictory,but not to vfe it. ^Aet'tu* was

reproued for doing the like fault,when he would notproceed

to make a cleanc difpatch of^ittiU^s he might eafily haue

done.But he feared leatt fiiAttiU were difpatched, he mould
haue to do with the Goths,when they onceperceiucd them-
feluestobe rid offuch a common enemie. U^tsoi Aniou won
abittellintherealmeofNaplcs, wherinhe difcomfited his

competitor Ladtjlaw. And it is faid that if he had purfued

that viftorie without furTering£4^/?<*#* to take brcath,he had

continued lord ofthe reaime , the which he forwent for want

ofdoing fo.The which thing Ladifla* himfelfe confeffedfay-

ing,thatthefiifl:day of the battel I, his enemies hadbenmat-
* fters both of 1 lis perfon and ofhis kingdome,ifthey had done

their dune ; thatthefecond day they had ben maifters ofhis

kmgdome
?
but notofhis perfonafthey had purfued the vifto-

ry- andthatthe3 day they had not any poweather oucrhis-

Mcn mul net perfon or ouer his kingdom,Alfo in chafing the enemy,a man

r£r
**^Z

Inu^ ^e warc tn3t ne ca ^" not m4T1 ê^e mto danger
,
as it

«baLf
,WU^ 3

befell to Monfieur ^i^j* at Rauenna.The Achaians hauing

ouerthrowne the Lacedemonians in battell>would needs fol-

low the vzftory.And among others^yWrfy purfued the chafe

amongthe men ofaimes 3contraric to the counlcllof^ntfjtf,

genera 11 ofthe Achaians , who would not permit hismen to

pafTe furthei^becaufe of a great and dcepe bog which they

were to paffe,and for that the way foorth on was vneuen and

ill ioinrtl togithcr^which thing Lyfada* found true to his owne

harmr.For when he was come thither,he found himfelfe ma

.

place full ol vincs,wals,and ditches,where Ire wasconfhuined

to difleucr his people,whence he could not get out again.The

which gaue occafion to cleotneneskmg ofthe Lacedemonians,
' to charge vponhim, tokiUhim, «5ctodifc6fitallbismcn.And

this
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:

this viftorie made the Lacedemonians to take-fuch courage

againvnto them,thatrcturning back they gaue a frefh charge

vpon the Achaians,whom it was eafic todefcat, becaufe the

one halfe oft heir power was gone from them, ptmetriw ha-

wing djfeomfited a wing of his enemies , chafed th*m fo fir,

that he could not loin again with his footmen- by resign wher-

oftHev being dellitdtoftheii fiorfinen, were all difcornfii&d«

ThiLpemen pcrcciuing that Machautttrt the tirant of the-La-

cedemonians,had put his archers to flight at the beginning of

the battcll . deteimmtd to let himpafle on without refitting'

him.And whenhefaw thatthc horfmenofAfa c!r<tuid<a were

far inough oft from his footmen ; he made his men to march y

againlt theLaccdcmonians,whofe flanks were then bare of

horfmen,and charging vpon the fideofthem,didput them to

flight with a verv °reat flaucrhter.The which heme, done.hc

metfuddamlv with Mdihtutadt coiimim* back from the chafe

and thinking to win all: and flue him as he would haueleaped

a ditch.Thefame Thtl&pemen did much better, when he had

put the army ofthe tirant Ndbisxo flight.For when he faw his

enemies fled, not all on a heape towards the citie,butfcattc-

red themfelucshcre and there abrod in the ficldsjhe founded

the rctreit, forbidding his men to chafe them any further, be-

caufe the countric thereabouts was full of couert waies, and

vncaficfor horfemen, by rcafon of brook cs,vallies, andejuag-

mircs which it behoued themtopafle.Butfuipeftingthatto-
'

wards the euentide when it began to wex dim,they would re-

tireintothe citie onebyone,hefent a number of archers to

he in ambufh alonofl the coaffs and hils that arc about the

citie,who made a gi rat daughter ofNMfis men,becaufe they
retired not in troope,but one by one, and went to put them*

fellies into the hands ofthearchers,hkefihc birds t ha tflee in-

to the foulersner. C<e rar regarded not to chafe the hoi f-

men whom he had put to flight iri the Jbattell of PharfaJie,

but went on to charge vpon the battellof footrrien , as more

eane to ccmpaflc about and to inclofe , who being aflaylcd

on the flank e by thoft that had foiled the horfemen, and on

Gg 11) the
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the frunt by the tenth region,could not long ftand and make
head,butcleane contrary to all their hopes, faw thatby fee-

king to intangle their cnemies,they brought thcmfelu.es into

Hew viftory is tne briers.Sometimes it is neithergood nor expedient to pur-

tobovled. fue the enemie too much,but rather to make them a bridge

offiiuer to pafle away apace , 1 eaft defpaire di iue them to ad-

fi^htfn vitif
uenture^ to Set tae victory.For as hrnzndfaith, Eafily doth

folk in def" ^e re^°'ue himfelfe to fight, which hath no means to flie a-

paire. way; as befell to the Goths againftS/v^^and to the prince of

Wales againft king lohn, vvho would not admit any reafona-

blc compofition.For there is notfo dangerous a thing , as the

driujng ofa man into defpaire . That was the caufe that The-

miftorteS) alter he had gotten the vi&orie againft Xerxes
, in

the battellvpDnthefea atSalamis, would not trie hispower

any further infighting with him any more.but rather fent one

ofthe groom es of the kings chamber whom he had taken

prifoner,to aduertife the kingthat the Greeks were rcfolued,

to breake the bridge of fhippes which he hadmade oucr the

ftreit ofHellefponr.Wherof he was very willing to aduertife

him,to the intent that in good time,he might withdraw him-

felfe out ofthe feas ofhis territorie, and pafle ouer again into

Ana with all fpeed pofsible,in the meane time that he with-

held the reudue from purfuing him,whereofXerxes was fo a-

,
fraid,that he departed with all the haft he could.TW, a Ro-
mane captaine,perceiuing that he could not hold out againft

.the power ofTouUsi determined to make a falie out , and to

fell his life as deare as he could.But Totilcu dreading this def-

paire ofhis,graunted him reafonable conditions,that is to wit,

e;ther to giue him entertainment to feme him,or togo home
into his owne countrie with all hisfouldiers ; for he would

not iofe his people againft men that were delpcrat . The Ve-
netians at Foronouo would not flop the way of king Charles,

but let him go andreturne home at hiseafe
5

fearing leaft

through necefsitie turned intodeipaire,he fhould make him -

felfe way with great blood fhed , of thofe which vndifcrctly

would haue ftopp zd him.Notwithftanding, the Italians and

Spani-
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Spaniards being caned away with the contraric counfel/ound

to their exceeding great loiTe, how daungerous a matter it is

to holdbackeanarmicthatisdciperat, anddriuenby neccf*

Cue to fight.

CHAP. XVII.

Ofthe retiring oftn armie, andbow tofaun it wfjft it is

in afUceofdifxdumnuge

.

T happeneth fometimes that an aN
mie, either through the default of

the guides , or otherwife , lighteth

into fuch a place , as it (tandeth

them on hand to retire ipeedi'ie>

if they will not be foyled . In this

cafe the captaineisto vfepolicieand Thepolicie

cjuicknefle, as Jfannihttdid>\vho be- HanmbaiL

ing come into the bottome of a facke by the ouerfight of

his guides ; to fcapc the daunger wherein he was, becaufe

he had F*Hm at his fide, who would haue ftaruedhim for

hunger > or made him to fight to his great difaduauntage
5

chofeout athoufand oxen,and tied to eueiie oftheir homes
a fngot ofwillowandofvine twigsjcommaundmgthcm that

had the charge , that in the night time when he fhould lift

them vp a token in the aire, they lhould fet the fagots on fire,

and dnue the oxen vp the hill , towards thepaflage which

the Romans had feazed. He for his part had fet his men in

orderofbattel,andasfoone as night was come,he made them
to march a leyfiircly pace. Now to long as the fire that bur-

ned the fiigots vpon the oxens homes was but final 1 , the

oxen wenr faire and eafily vp the foct of the hill , like as it

hadbeeneanarmic marching in aray with torches lighted.

But when the fire once burned the roots oi their homes, then

G g iii), f they <
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they began to pufh one another,andto run here and there o*

uer the hils for the paine that they felt. This didfo aftonifh

theRomans that kept the paflage, for fear el earl: they mould

be befct, that they durft nottaneat the paflage where they

were appointed , but leaning the ftraits fell to fleeing towards

their campe . By means whereof, anon the vauntcurrors of

tfan/uLaiitookcthc paflage;,' whfcrtfat" he pafled all his hofl:

without feare or peril]. Brafield being charged by the Ulinans,

and intending to retire , did cafr his amiieinto afquare , and

made them to march on fo in good order, and he himfelfe ta-

ried behind with three hundred of the belt and forwarded

fouldiers of his armie, to abide the fhocke ofthe foreriders.

When he was in the plaine,he bethought himfelf that there

was but one narrow paflage,whereby he might £we himfelfe,

"which was betweenetwo rocks,whereofthe I ihrians had be-

gun to takepoflefsion . Which thing when Brafidti faw , he

commanded his three hnn^re.d men that were with him, to

run with al the halTthey could
;
tofeazathe itrongeil ofthofe

two rocks, afore t!ie 1'hrkfQS wer.eaffembied in greater num-

ber. The which thing they didfo readily and cunningly, jthat

they draue the I llirians thence,and by thatmeans palled their

armie in (arctic. -.mil «>;]? *o,4J,.
tfc policicof * Qiiintm vfed another fleight to fcape another daunger
w ;

' wherein he was,when he faw himfelfe hemmed in on all fides

by his enemies*. And this it was. He fenta cornet of Nurnidi-

ans to skirmifh with them: who plaid their paitfo well , that

one while approching them,and another while recoiling,they

decerned theirwards, and hauing fo done fell to piling and

wafting the countrie , which was the caufethat the enemies

drawing ba eke their garrifon to chafe the Nnmidian forra-

gers, gaue leafure rathe Romans to fcape the daunger where-

in they were. EptnunoncUs
3 to turne away *A*efiUiM > and to

kcepe hnn from fuccouring the Mantinsans, to the refcue of

whom he was come with* ail his power : deputed frr-mTe-

goca one night, without any inckhng thereofto the Manfine- „

aus, and wentlLaight to Sparta by another way than Agtff*

lam
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/4*wcame,infomuchthat he had furprifed the citie Sparta a-

fore they had any aduertifement ofhis comming . This feate

caufed sAgepUw to leaue the Mantineans, and to returne to

Sparta in great haft. lArUxtrxes being entred verie vnadui- Thcpclicic of

fed Iy into the countrie ofthe Cadufians, where he was like to Jnaxtrxa,

ft erue For hunger, was befet bytwo kings, that had their ar-

mies incaped atunder the one fro the other.Now Tiniafks ha-

iring talked with king ^rtaxerxes, & hauingmadc him priuic

what h e ment to do,went vnto the one ofthofc kings himfelf,

andfent his fonne fecretly to the other the fame time, doing

either ofthem to vnderftand , that his fellow had fent vnto

Artaxerxesto denre peace in deceit of his companion. And
thcrefore(quoth he) ifyou be wife,ye muft get the forehand,

and make fpee"d afore the treatie be concluded , and for my
parti will helpeyou what I can.Both the kings beleeued his

wordsjcitherofthem thinking that his companion had ma-

ligned him 5 infomuchthattheoneofthem, fcnthisambalTa-

dors vnto *Artaxe> xes immediatly with Tmbafa , and the o-

therhke'wife with his fonne, audio was peace concluded be-

twixt them. %

Eutnenes alfo auoided a great danger,by a rcadiefliift. His The polidc o£

fotfldicrs had fet thcfclues at targe topafte the winter, againft
Ei,r/Hues '

his will, and held alraoft threelcore leagues ofthe countrie

in length. ^Antizpntu bein^aduertifed thereof, determined to

ouerrunnetiiem, when they nothing fufpecledit, thinkingit

had beene hard to haue aftcmbled them togithcr in fmall

time. And to go vnpercemed, he tookearough andclendge

way . But he was encountered with fo hideous winds > and fo

great coldjthat his men were conftrained to left themfelues,

and to nvke prouifion againft the rigourofthe feafon.For the

doing wherof they kindl ed great ftorcoffires to warme them,
the which being perceiued by thofc that were neereft, gaue

warning thereof immediatly to the garrifons who were fur- •

ther oft from them,whereat'they were all afraid. But Eumenes

appeaf:*d this great feare by and by , in promifing them that

he would ftop and ftay that fodaine furpnfe , fo as their ene- -

mies
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mies fhould be three dayes later in comming than they were
Ofrhccocea- looked for. Thereupon he commaunded his captains, to af-

faire^*

man$
^cm^ e their fouldicrs into a place certaihe, and in the meane
while he himfelfe went to choofe a place meet to encampe

in, that might be plainly feene, vponthe top of a mountains

where his encmi^ fhould pafTc, in comming on the fide ofthe

wildernefle . Then fortified hee his trenches, and departed

them in foure quarters, wherein he made good {tore of fires,

in fuch diftance one from another, as arewoontto be made
in a campe'. This was no founerdone, but xAntigomts came
vnder the hill, who perceiving the fires all along, was greatly

difpleafed thercat,thinking that his enemies had been aduer-

tifed ofhis comming long afore , and that they were come to

meet him. Wherefore fearing lead he fhould be compelled,

to cometobattell with them being frefh& wellrefted,wher-

as his men were wearie and halfe tired : he returned home an

eafier way.In the meane while Eumenes gathered his mento-

gither at his leifure . Sometime a generall ofa campe diflem-

bieth his flight,and diUodgeth fo fecretly in the night,that his

enemies are not ware ofit till it be too late,
(

F

as KmgFrancps the

firftdid,afterhehadvittailedLaunderfey.Andmthis cafe he
xnuft make fires after the accuftomedmaner, and in fuchfort

sls they may notgoout ofa long time : he mult fet vp men of

ftraw inthetreches with fome motions, he muftlay trunchios

and bats ofwood along the rampire,& leaue matches burning,

as the marfhall ofFois did at Parma, to the end it may be

thought a far oif,thatthey be harquebulles, &fuch like con-

ceits as amamaydeuife.But the thing that may mod: deceiue

the enemy, is the leauing offome hoi fmen to come laft away,

to occupie the vauntcurrors,in cafe that any befent out to fol-

The retiring l°w thetaile ofchehofr.But iftheretreitbemadeby day,the

bydayisdac- daunger is far the greater,as faith Bellayinhis Warlike difci-

gcrous. plinej becaufe that when a generall retireth without fighting,

v he abateth the courage of his owne men, and giueth heart to

his enemies. For they that hauedctermined with themfe'ues

notto fight,and fee their enemies charging vpon thcm> are

in
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in extrcam efeare, and do not any thing ofvalue, as befell to

the Frenchmen at Saint Quintins , and to the Spaniards at

ZeibeSjinthe yeare athoufand fiue hundred and feucn and

fiftie. For in either ofthofe difcomfitures, wercmomen vn-

done fornot refoluing themfelues to fight , than had beene if

they had beene refolutely bent vnto it . The like hapned to

Cletn chiefcaineof the Athenians,againft Brafd^ chieftain of

the Lacedemoiiians.cW went to view Amphipolis how to

befiegeit, not kippofing that Brafidas would haue encounte-

red him, neither had Cleon any defire that he fhould, becaufe.

he had not his whole power with him, without the which he

would not fight with him.But when he faw his enemies come
vpon him to bid him battell, contrarie to his expectation , he

gaue his men a token to retirc,andfothey did with althe haft

they could.But when Era/Ida faw his enemies begin to (brink;

lie had the more courage toprefle vp6 him.The which he did

with fuch fpeed,thatheouercamehim & got the vi&one.Hc

that will read the it.chapter ofthefiftbookeof Thucidides,

(hall find there a retreit, much refembling theretreit of the

Frenchmen at Saint Quintins, and well neare a like difcomfi-

ture. Therfore a captaine muft conceale from his fouldiers,

what feare he hath tofight,and giuethem to vndeiiland,that

his retiring is not to efchue battell,butto draw his enemies in-

to a more commodious place, and of more aduauntage : and

he muft leaue fome horfemen in the face of his enemies , as.

wel to hide the departure ofhis footmen , as alfo to ftay fuch

as come to skirmifh with them : and in any wife he muft take

theplaces ofaduauntage andftraits whereat his armie is to

paflc,as Htnmbali did by thepolicie aforementioned , to the

intent thattheftraitbe not an impediment of the pafsing of

his armie , and that it may feme to ftop the enemies that

would thruftinto ittopurfue him. VhiUfzmtn feeing himfelfe

too weake, made his retreit after that maner in the fight

of his enemies , and put himfelfe among the hindermoft,

to make head againft the enemies , that his armie might

march away the more fafely. And, turning often his face

vpon

.
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vponhis enemies, he made them play Co oft, that at laft being

farre diffeuered from his troope,he was aftonifhed to fee him-
felfe alone,intangled on all fides among a great number ofhis
enemies, and in the end after long fighting was taken prifoner.

The Romans hauing beene weil carried, by the Parthians,

and confidering that they were not flrong inough for them,
refolued to retire. But they retired in good order andleafure-

ly, and fought valiantly when the Parthians came to trouble

them, alwaies making head vpon the enemie.But when they

came to thedifcending of anyhilsand mountains that were
rough and fteepe,they were diflrefledby the Parthians,with

the lhot oftheir arrows, and with their darts,becaufe the Ro-
mans could not come downe butOowly flep by llep.Where-

The police of fore to fauethemfelues from thofe hail-ilormcs, theydeui-
thcKomans.

a fed this fhift. The legionariefouidiers caned ordinarily great

pauetfes.to ccuerthofe that were lightly armed. Thefe they

made to be fet by them , and then kneeling downe on the

ground with the one knee, they call tiieir pamlTcs before the,

and they of the fecond ranke couered theformerfort with

theirs, and the third ranke hkewife couered the fecond , and

fo forth through out the re{t,{b as this maner of pauifsing and

couenng one another, was madelike the rowes oftiles on the

fide of a houfe roofe,aud(to fee to) rcfemb!ed the greeces of

aTheatre,fo asthefhot of the arrowes did bat glaunce ouer

them. The Parthians feeing thisbehauiour ofthe Roman le-

gionaries,thonght they had been tired with trauell, and there-

upon couching their launces,approched euento handftrokes.

Then the Romans ftcpt quickly vp on foot , and with their

laudins flue the formal! of them, and put the reft to flight.

Howtolaui Whenabattellisloft , the reueitis veriedifficult/vnletle

ones f( If whtn tncre remame a great furplufage of horfmen . For then may
a atcc is o» t ^j.y rcnremak ing head,asthe Swartrutttrsdid atthebattcll

pfMouncounter, and the Spaniards at Rauenna . But com-

monly ina chafe,euery man fhifxs for himfelfe . And in this

. cafe the generall may vfedifsimulanon, when he knoweth

that there is yetanotherpowerreadie,as Sntorim djd,w!io to

procure
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procure meane offafe retire to hismenthat weredifperpled,

and to ioinc them to a new power which he had caufed to

come,andto gather them all togitherat their eafe,fled open-

ly to a certame towne that was ftrohgly fituated , and fell in

hand with fortifying it, as ifhe had ment to abide the (lege

therc,ror doubt leaft his enemies fhould come thither to find

him out.The which they failed not to do. Butasfoone as he

vnderftood that his people were infafetie, and the fupplie of

new force ready,he went out ofthe town to ioine his new for-

ces togither,with the which hecamebacke againetofind his

enemies.NeuerthelcfIe,the retiring into a towne, except it be

dcfenfible, and well prouidedofvittels, is verie daungerous,

.

Yctnotwithftanding/ometime a man is contained to retire

thither, becaufe he hath none other place ofrefiige, as it be- Thepohcie of

fell to NcftaneLns king of^Egypt, who was compelled to faue
™

t ^ a
himfelfe in a fortrefTe,wherein he was by and by befieged by towne at the

the purfuers, who forthwith began to make trenches round a- comming of

bouttokeepe him in, by reafon whereof Neftanebu would ^enemies,

haue hazarded the fm ill power that was left him,rather than

yeeld himfelfe by coiiltraint offamm, if ^igelrUuA h«d not let-

ted him . For he would haue no fpeech of fighting, vnnil he -

{aw thetrenches almoft fiwfhed,and that there was no great

fpace betweene the two ends ofthem that they were not ful-

ly met togither . And then he fhewed Nctt<nnebw how he
might efcape without daunger, becaufe the trench fhould

ferue their rurne,and be an impediment to the enemies , that

the whole multitude of them fhould not runne vpon them at

once,bccaufe it Hiouldgard them on either fide, and by that

means they fhould match themwith cquall number. And in

deedasfoone as the eueningwasfhutin, they marched in or-

der of battell out at the gap that was not entrenched, and ha-

umg foiled the firft that encountered them, they faued them-
feluesatcaie.

Sometime a enptaine faueth himfelfe by th e commodi- ^"^oTa^^
ous feitofm>campe, asdgefiLm did ; who in accompanying ict rcat.

Nettanelu* king ot JEgypr, was compelled to turne his backe

vpon
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vpon his cncmie and to flee . Nccrc vnto his campe was a

maris with a narrow cawfey, caft vp on both fides with brode

and deepc ditches full ofrunning water.He turned fo long to

and fro in his flight, that at length he drew a great fort of the

enemies that lay vpon his hand, vnto the faid cawfey, the

which he pafled,and afterward vpon the midft therofhe fud-

denly flopped their paflage with the forefiunt of his battel!,

the which he made ecjuall to the bredthof the cawfey , and

thereby made the number of his people ecjuall to the num-
ber of his enemies, becaufe they could no more come about

him,neither on the fides,nor behind : by means whereof,after

he had fought a while, he put them all to flight. Bumenes be-

ing difcomfited by xAntigdnw32x\& fleeing before him,tookea

path a little out of the way cleanc comrade to thofe that

chafed him,and trauclled fo long , till he came againe to the

field where thebattell was fought.Therehecaufed the bo-

dies of his men that were (lain in thet>attel,to be gathered vp

and to be buried with the accuflomcd funerals,and alfo tookc

him thathad betraid him, whom he had purfued fofrefhly,

that he gauehim no refpit to retire to the enemies. And he

might alfo haue taken all the ftuffe and baggage ofUntigQnw.^

but that he thought it would be a let to his efcaping.

CHAP. XVII!

Of^mbujbes,

Ow muft I fpeak ofAmbufhes,which diuerfe times
'

arc the caufe ofthe winning ofabattelli and fame-

time ofthe taking ofacitie , and are praclifed di-

uerfly, after as the places and occafions are offe-

St^^oiiie?
rec*' Bann1^ excelled all captaines in that feat, andncuer

his wci by- fought batrell withoutlaying fome Ambufh. I fpeake of the

ing ofam. iourneyofTrebia, wherein he ouercame the Romans,by lay-

bufhes. jng fos brother Mage in ambufh in a wood with ten thoufand

4iicn,that the Romans might be aflailedboth before and be-

hind,
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hind, when they thought lead ofit. Dcmoflhenes being gene-

rallofthe Athenian armiej fearing to beinclofed by the Pe-
loponnefians , who werefarre dronger than he in number of

men, Cent four hundred men to lieinambufh,inafairegreene

way t!i at was ouergrownc with bullies, commanding them to

bre?ke out when the battell was begun, and to lay vpon their

enemies with maineblowes. As fooneas the battell was once

begun,and that the men which lay in dale , {aw the Pelopoii-

nellans fetch about to haueincloied the Athenians , they af-

failed them behind,fo as they put them out ofarray, & finally

to flight. When Brafidas difcomfited the Athenians at Am-
phipoiis,hc kept a good fort ofmen in dore, who were of the

citie,ro fall vpon the enemies when they were in the noted

ofthe battelhfaying that they which comefuddenly to a con-

flivt,drike more fear and terrorinto them,than they that fight

face to hcc.Selim woon the field otiAcomat his elder brother,

by means ofanambufh. For afore the battell ,he fent his bro-

ther in law Cdm$Ut with a thoufand good horfes, into a forred

neerehand, willing him to come out and afiaile his enemies

bchind,when euene man was mod bufie on all fides: and that

onely thing woon him the battell. For ^Acomat being a va-

liant prince, entred violently euery where with a few men,

and began to ouerthrow Sclims people : when fuddenly Ca-

mtl'u came vpon him, and aflailed his men behind, atfuch

time as th ey fought bed,and made them to turn towards him
with 2jeat outcries . Then Selims footmen be£an to march
clofe linked againd Aconut. And Selims horfemen that were

fled perceyumg that, returned to tlie batteil , fo as ^4cov;a(s

armie was enuironed on all fides,aud cut in peeces.

M arms did as much to the Alm.ms.by fending MarrclL'tts

tolie in a dile behind a little hill, as I haue (aid afore . Ivd'w

C<£,Q* vfed the like feate againd the SwilTers , bv fending

hert H6\v\i\\ two legions in the night, to winne a certaine hill,

when he was to fnew himfclfe. the next morning. in the

field, to bid the SwiflTers battell. But the enterpufe abode

unperformed, by reafonthat he wasfalfly aduertifcd,that the

Gaules
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Gaulcs had taken the hill aforehand , which caufed him to

draw his armie backe. Hanniball hauingchofen a faire plaine,

wherein there was a deepc vallie,and a certaine little hill,ve-

ric aduauntageablc for his armie, which hadbeenenohard
matter for him to haue gotten; to the intent to draw Minutins

to batteUeft it indifferent for a bait to train his enemies to the

encounter. And one night he couched a certaine number of

his men of warre in thofe , and afterward at the breake of the

day , fent a fmall troope to take the faid hill : Minutim like-

wife fent out his vauntcurrors , and after them all his men of

armes,and finally when hefaw BAnmbaU come thither in per-

fon,he himfelfe alfo went thither with the reft of his armie,

andgauea great aflault to haue driuen away thofe that de-

fended the hill. Then HxnnWl perceiuing that his enemie

had caft himfelfe into his nets, gaue the watchword to his

men that were in ambufli , who brake out with a great noyfe

vpon the taile ofthe Romans,ofwhom they flue a great num-

ber at the firft dafli, and had put the reft out ofaray , but for

the readie fuccour ofFabttis
9who aided him at need, and wre«

ftcd the victoric out ofBunmbJs hand, lnfomuch that Han»

niba '/founding the retreit, faidfmilingto his friends, concer-

ning Fabm : Did not 1 tell you-that yonder cloud which we
fee houering vpon the top ofthehils , would one day breake

out into a ftormic tempeft, that fhould light vpon vs 2 Alfo

Flaminmsthc Roman conful,was difcomfited by alike policie.

For Banniball {affetcd him to win the paflage that was in the

hils abouethe lake ofTrafimenus ; but yet higher aboue the,

he had laid his men in ambufh.Now beyond the paflage that

was kept (by the Romans) there was a faire plain,where H*n-

nibals armie was 5 fo as the Romans being cooped vp , in a

place where they had their enemies both before and behind,

loft the battel].

The fame Banmball^ctcelumg that Marcellus, neither by

vanquishing
,
norby being vanquifhed, could hold himfelfe

from troubling him, vfed this pohcie , when hefaw him nie

him.Betweene the two camps was a certain peece ofground

of
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offtrongfituation,& couercd round about with bullies,& thcr-

invvcre high places where a manmight diicojjerthem fa ofto-
wards both the camps,and at the foot ofit ran many fprmgs and

brookesj infomuch that the Romans marueled chat BmnlhtA
who was come firft,had not feazed it.But his fo doing , was for

that it fecmed to him a very fit place to lay (tales in , t > which
purpofe he chofe rather to referue it.Thcrefore he Huffed the

woods,the waterfprings,and the valley throughour,with a good

number ofmenofarmes of all forts, alluring himfelrc that the

place it felfe would draw the Romans thither; wherein he was

not decerned. For the two confuls Mdrcelius and Criffinut,went

both thether with two hundred and twentic horfes,to view the

place.Which thing when the Carthaginenfesperceiued, they

fuffered thernxo comeon,vntil they were ful againll them,and

then fuddainly ftepping vp and winding MarceUm in, began to

draw to him both with fhot and with handblowes,fo long tilhe

lay dead vpon the ground , and his fellow being wounded to

death, recouered to his campeby thefwiftnefleof hishorfe,

where he diedbyandby after.The countie ofAnguien was dif-

comfited ahnolt after the fame manner, as he would needsgiuc

battell almoft hard at the bars ofGaunt.Forthemen ofGaunt
being delirous to intrap him, becaufe he was valcantin battell,

laid a hundred men in ambufh for him without the towne,who

hemmed him in fo clofe when he was come a litle too forward,

that there was no meane to fane him, and fo fighting valeant-

ly,he died vpon the field,' and all his men with him.Sometime * , a

a ltale is madebyoccalionofapretededreare. Astor example, onoccafion of

BATtnibAll taking occafion to flee, vpon the difcomfitureofa counterfet

ten or twelue hundred of hisraen, witlidrcw himfelfe behind ĉartf *

thehils as a man difmaid,leauing in his campe from whence he

was diflodged,greatabundance ofriches and vittelsrand depar-

ting in the night , left the burning fires in hiscampe,as though

his meaning had ben to conceale his departure from the Ro-

mans.But this trick was difcouered by Vditlm Ennlw,zn& Co it

flood him in no Head . r/?6^r^ queeneofthcMafTigets ;
after

the deftruclion ofhir army wherwith flli loft hir fonne , had

great reafon t oflee and tohidehirfelfe in the rno.uiitains.But ot

Hh that
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that flight fhe made a bait , to draw Cyrus forth into the moun-'

tains , from whenceit was not eafie for him to get back againej

and fo it came topafTe. For Cyrus courageoully purfuingthe

Queene, found himfelfe hemmed inon all fides in the moun-
tams,where he loft an armie oftwo hundred thoufand men,and
his own e life with them . The emperour ^urelian feeing his

enemies too ftrongfor him in horfemen, and better weaponed

and armed than his , prohibited the Romane knights to abide

the batte!J,and willed them to flee as foone as they were char-

ged vpon , vntill they faw their enemies horfes weaiie and ti-

red with the purfute ; and then to turne head . The which

thing they didfo handfomely, that the emperour wan the vic-

torie . T?aulas y'lttlilus hauino; beene troubled two whole
daies together by thepefants on the coafl of Genes , who
fling (tones and darts and fliotarrowes at him from the hils,

(yea and fome of them were fo bold as to come downe into

the plaine and to fight with him) : bethought himfelfe to pre-

tend as though he would faue himfelfe by flight , and retired

fbfarre, that he was chafed in full race by infinit pezants*

Butwhcnhe faw his game at the bell; , he made all his

troopesto mount on hoifebacke, and to turne their faces -

y
in-

fpmach that all at once they charged vpon the pezants of

the mountaines and difcomfited them ... Secce a Florentine

bceingdefirous to draw Monfnnk captaine of die Pifancs

tobattcll, who ofhis owne nature was forward enough to it,

laid an arnbuihbetweene Bientinaand Pifajcommandingthem

not to ftnvvntill hegaue them their watchword. Then lent he

foorth certaine light horfemen into the fields , cuen into the

view ofthe citie Pifa,who a long whil e putfued the forragers of

Pifa.WhcnMonfronk outofthe higher part of die towne faw

thefe forragers,aud the that did couoy them y to be prefled by

the oucrgrcat number ofthem :he aTo made certaine of his

light horfemen to go foorth , and anon he himfelfe followed

them with his menofarmes and footmen. Secco did the like on

hispart/o as the fight was full }?.nd well fpughteo . At length

Seccs offet pupofe began to recoile and turne his bxke , as it

1ad ben for feare.MM/r<^folowed after ium liueJy,not giuing
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him any refpit to aflcmble his men together again?, vntill he
came totheftale, where iflfued out men both on horfebacke

and on foot, which fo inclofed the Venetians and Pifanes on al

fides, that hauing hemmed them in euery way, in the end they

ouerthrewagreat number ofthem. MaLtefta, £4//c»,tomake his

enemies that were in garrifon at Veron to fal into his fnare,com*

manded his Albans to go into the marches of Veron, and to

gather all thecattelithattheyfound,andto driuethem towards
theftale, which he had laid a good way offfrom thence.The

which the Alb.ins did with fuch noife,that the girriibnofVe-
ron vnderllood it out ofhand.Wheruponfome ofthem moun-
ted vpon their horfes to purfue thofe robbers. The Albans to

conceale their craftthc better, did firft (hock thcmfelues ona
heape,and begin to turn their backs and to driue the cattel afore

them aiulltror. Which thing when Succar(yvho made the falic

out;perceiucd,he made nonicenes to purfue with al thchafthe

could.Then Malateih who waited for them vnderthecoucrtof

certain trees, did fudduinly giue a watchword to aftaile them,

and thcrwkhaU running ouei thwart in an open path,aflailed his

enemies behind as they purfued his men exceeding whotly;

and cnuironing them on all fides,did put them to the foilc. Ber- The policy of

tram ofGuefc. in pcrcciuin* the Englifhmen were come tofuc- ^^fj*
0^

cor the men of Sireth,and doubting lea ft the townsmen would
ue

'
c "*

make fome falie out by reafon oftheir comming,he!d himfelfe

ftill in his camp,forbidding any man to ftir,without his comman-
dement. In the mean while,he laid anambtfliof two hindred

men,and then went to pull down the pales that were about the

towne , that the townefmen might the eaflier itlue our,

which disappointed not his hope at all . For there iffued

outaboutathreefcoreofthem ,
hoping that they which were

without , would hauc fet vpon the Frenchmen behind,as

(bone as they heard the bickering : but it was quite otherwife.

For being enuironed by them that lay in the amht fh, they

were ail cither flaine or taken , afore the Englifhmen

wift it . The maior of Rochell intending to put rhe citie

into the kings hand,bethoughc him ofthis policie.He told the

captaine ofthe campe, that he bad receiuediettcrs (torn the

Hhij kifg.
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king of England,wherby he was commanded to take mutters'

both ofthe townefmen and ofthe garrifon.This letter well fea-

led,was fhewed to the captain of the caftle , who knew the

kings feale3but could not read . Themaiormadefemblanceto
read the letter , which contained no fuch thingashefpake,and

yetneuertheles he red it as boldly as ifit had ben written,clean

contrary to the tenor ofthe writing . According to this com-
mandement,the next morrow euery man was readie with his

armor and weaponinthe place appointed , and the captain of

the caftlefent thither threefcore men well furnilhed,referuing

notpaftadofenorfifteenementokeepethecaftle ? Now the

maire had aforehand laid two hundred men in ambufh behind

the old wals 8c houfes ofthetown,which were not farfrcm the

caitie.When they of thegarrifon were a little goneibrth
, they

found themfclues inclofed by the townfmen wel annex!* andin

great number before , and by them that lay in the ambufh be-

llind/o as they could not return into the caftle,and the captain

who with fo fewmen was not able to refjft thcm , was fame to

The ambufn of yeeld himfelfe.O/y/^.^/^ebeingimbaikedat Pirey,togiuebat-

Conjiantine, tel t0 lUtnlm that was at Adrianop!e,pretended to makea bridg

ouer the riuer Ehroivmd to that end prepared a great cjuantitie

oftimber,to bufie his energies about the keepingofthat paflage,

while he beftowed fiuethoufand men fccretlyin ambufliina

wood . As foone as they were paffed , he himfelfe alfo pafTed

the riuer with a few men at a (hallow foord,caulingal the reft of

his army to march leifurely after him, and he with thofe few

men that he had
5
aflailed his enemies vpon the fuddain vnpro-

uidedjby which taking ofthem vnawares , he did marueloufly

aftonifh them.But when they that lay in ambufh fhewed them-

felueSjthen was there nothing but running awayjinfomuch that

. all the hoft oflictnws was ouerthrowne, and foure and thirtie

thoufand ofhis men were flajn in the field. The Enthalitsfee-

ingthemfeluesouerlaid by thePerfians , made countenance to

flee to the mountains, among the winch there was a faire large

way thathadnoway outjbut was enuironed with hils . Now
theEnthalitesinfmall number fled continually before the

Perfians , towards the greater part of their 'armie, the

which
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which they had laid, inambufli inthofchils, where fhewing

themreluesfuddainly on all fides, they made the Peifians to a-

grec to what conditions they lifted . Charles of Aniou being

greatly incumbered in refilling Couradine,who was entred with
n̂^

c
ĉA

great power into the realme ofNaples, found in verygood fea-^ to charS*

fon,anold French knightnamed Alard^ that camefro Hicrufa- duke ofAa-

lem.By whofe counfel Charles ordered hisarmy in fuch fort,that iou -

he made three fquadronsjwherof thefirfttwo were led in the

plaineby thePalcntine, the one marching a mile before the o-

ther,and therofwas chicftaine vhtlip ofMountfort marlhall to

Charles ofAniou,apparelled and attired like a king , with the

frandards ofCharles. And in thefecondlquadronwas thefaid

rhilip ofMounfort.Inthe third fquadron,which wasofthe men
ofmod valor,marched chdries himfelfe,and this fquadron lod-

ged in a little vail ey vnderneath the cnc\mes.~4latd did fet him-

fclfevponthchillofAlba,betweene the valley and theplaine,

to giue order to all euentsas need mould require . Conradine on

his fide had two fquadrons , much ftronger than the fquadrons

ofcharlei,wheiby the formoft fquadron of Charles was fo well

handled.thatT>/;//^ofMountfort wasfain to aduance his fqua-

dronforward to the refcue therof,and by that means was dnuen

to fulbin the battcll three houres, without ftirringoutof that

place,andyct in the end was difcomfited and flaine. Vpon the

brute of whofe death, it wasbeleeucd that king Charles himfclf

had ben deadiinfomuch that his men taking itto haue bin (b,be-

. took themfelues to flnrht,Bvrcafon wherofConradtnes fouldiers

fell to riflin? out oforder , infomuch that euen his guard ran to

the fpoile,and left him all alone,accompanied with a few pages

and other people vnfitforwar^/Wfeeingfrom the hill this fit

occafion to do lomegood exploit , caufed cktrles to go out of

his little valley well and clofefetin battelray,and with great vi-

olence to charge vpon his enemies loden with preies and in

great diforder,whom he had no great ado to break afunderrin-

lomuch that they were all flain,taken,or wounded
5
and by that

good counfcll Charles abode maifter ofthe field . The duke of

Guife didthclikeatthcbattellofDremc, as I haue faid afore.

For when he faw that the prince of Condi e was rulhed into the

Hh nj battel!,
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battell,wherc die conftable was who was taken : he flood fall

and would neuer ftir to refcue the others, but waited Hill to fee

them in fome greater diforder,vntill they fell to the fpoile, as if

they had won all.And then he ruflied vpon them lb boiftouflv.,

that within a while he was m utter ofthe field. Metdtm finding

himlelfe fhort ofvittcls at th e fiege ofthe Lagobrits,fent Aqiu*

tiito with h\thoufandmen,to recouer fome vittclsSertortusbe-

ing aduertiicd cherof,laid an ambufh for his returne , in a valley

couered with wood,where he bellowed three thoufand men in

wait to fet vponhim on the back,while he himfelfe aflniled him
on the face.By this means he put him to flight, and tookethc

moft part of his menprifoners,fo asMetellus was driuen toleuic

Ins fiege with difhonor . The Spaniards being wkhin Pauie,

made a falic out vpon John Medices, and foiled.his guard . To
haueretienge herofj<^» Medues laid a double ambuflvheone
in ditches neere the town,and the other further of.The Spani-

ards fparcd not to make another faly out ; and when they had
chafed thofe good fellows a good way,they pcrceiued the am-
bufh a farorT,wherwith they began to retire. But their way was
cut off by the otherambufli that was laid neercr thetown,info-

much that finding th^mfeluesalTulcdboth waics at once,they

hadno mean? to iaqe themllMues^but were allput to thefword*

G H A P. X I X

of thctahingofTotvxt.

Here are diuerfe manners oftaking, of
towns

;eithcr by force orby policy.YVe
will treat here ofpolicies,and onelyof
fome fuch policies as the men of old

timehaue vfed. For new bedailyde-

uiled, the which I ouerpafle with fi-

lence , becaufe it were vnmeet for

me, togiue counfelltofuch as haue
bin at them and feene them, and haue inuentedand praftifed

them.Sometime great fpeed,and fuddaincommiug vnlooke.d

for,
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fongiueoccafionofthe taking of a townc,as it did to Demettm

at the citic ofAthcns,which had rccciucd thegarrifon oiTrolc- The police of

«wj*;whom Demetrm was defirous to expnlfe, to the intent that
r

Ttolemie fhuld notpruailc againfl: him in fo great a citie. Wher-
fore he rowed thither fo fwiftly with his gallics, that he was

fecne there ere his comming was heard of.lnfomuch that TtoU-

mtu ganfon,fuppofing they had bin Ptolemies gallics,wcnt out to

rcceiue them.But pcrceiuingtoo late what they werc,they had

no way to defend thefelucs j for Demetrw was come within the

hauen , the entrance whereofhe had found wide open. And to

bring his enterpnfe the cafilier to pafle , hemade proclamation

by the found of a trumpet, that his father lAntigonw had fent

him to dcliucrtheAthenianstromaIlgarrifons,acd tofctthem

frcc'.chc which thing caufed the Athenians totutnvmo him,6c

to yeeld him the town,fo as the garrifon was put away,and they

vvercfet at liberties*/"** intending to lay fiegeto Siracufe,fcnr

a man of Catana thither as a fpie,to tell them that ifthey would

takcthecampeof the Athenians vnawares, they fhould come
with all their power towards Catana at a certain day that he ap-

pointed, becaufetiic Athenians would for the moft part ofthe

tame be within the citie, wherein there were a number ofnatu-

ral citizens,whichfauoringthc affairs of Siracufe,were determi-

ned to feazc the gates ofthe citie as foone as they perceiued the

Siracufancs to approch,and at thefame time to fet fire vpon the

fhips ofthe Athcnuns;and there were a great fort of the towns

men ofthat confederacie,who did but wait for the day& hourc

oftheir comming . By thispolicie he made the Siracufancs to

come out into the fields with al their power,fo as they left their

citie vtterly empty,& hcinthe mean feafon departing fro Cata-

na withal their fleet,tookthc hauen of Siracuic at his eafe,and

chofc a place to plant his camp in,where his enemies could not

indomagc him.The Athenians hauing fecrct conference with

fame of the citic Megara,ccifed one of the gates afore dailight,

by the which the ciufens were woontto takeinaBngantine,

which they fent a nights to fcourc the fea,& afore day brought

it inagain vpo a chariot, within the xnclofurc ofthe wals,whioh

wentfro the cxty to Nifey,where was theirhaue,which wav the

Hh iiij caufc
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caufc that the gate could not be ftrat To foone , but that the A-
thcnians ceifed it,and mounted vpon theii" wals,giuing a pufh to

take their citie. But the garnfon of the Peloponnefians arriued

there in that inftant, who had beene a fufficient impediment to

the Athenians , if the Athenians had not bethought them to

make proclamation by the found ofa trumpet,That al the Me-
garians which would yeeld themfelues to the Athenians and

lay away their weapons ,lhould be faiied.Which thing whe the

Peloponnefians heard, fearing leaft all the townesmen had bin

ofthat confederacie,they forthwith forfooke the fea,and faued

themfelues at Nifey.^/fibi* its tooke the citie CchbrieinHel-

lefpont,by intelligence with fome ofthe citizens, but not with-

out fome perill ofhisowne perfon,yea and to his confufion,ifhe

had not remedied die matter quickly.He fhouid haue bin ncerc

the citie by a certaine houre , and for his watchword a burning

creflet fhouid haue bin put vp about midnight : Buttheythat

were within, were contained to put vp their token afore the

houre,forfeareofoneor the con; ederacie,who repented him of

his doing. Which token when ^iV/^/Wejperceiued, although

he had not his troopesreadie,yet would he not let flip the occa-

fion,but taking with him thirne mcn,and appointing his troopes

to follow him with all fpeed pofsible^ran ftrcight to the walies..

There was he receiued , and the gateopened vnto him,where-

into he entered with his 3o.men , and 2o.others that came by

chance . But they were no {boner entred, but they heard the

townsmen coming in arms againft them,fo as there was no like-

lihood that he fhouid haue cfcapedifhetaned there. On the

otheifide he was loth to flee,andlcauethc taking ofthe towne.

The policie of Whcrfore he aduifed himfelfvpon the fcddcn,to caufefilence

AUibudcs. . to be made by the found ofa trumpet; and when the noife was

appeafed, he made it to be proclaimed , that the Cehbramians

fhouid not take weapon againft the Athenians. This did fome-

what cool thofe that were defirous to fight,bccaufe they doub-

ted leaft ail the armie ofthe Athenians had bin alreadie with-

inthe cirie. And fo as they were parlyi-ng, the reflofhisarmie

came in,by means whereofhebecamc mailer ofthe towne.Al-

fo he vfed another poiicic to getBizancc,which is now called

Conihnri-



Of the taking of Townes* 47 3

Conftantinople. For lying in Gege afore the citie,hc had fecrct

intelligence with two of the towne, which had promifed to be-

tray it vnto him.To bring this enterprife to pafle,he made a (hew

to leuie his (lege , and to go hisway into lonie with great dili-

gence,tor forac that had madeaninfurrc&ion there.And in ve«

ne deed he departed in the open day with all his galliesrbut the

fame night lie returned back againe, and commingonland with

his men that were belt armed,approched near the wals without

making any noife. And he had appointed the. reft of his men
that were in thelhips,that in the meane while they fliould with

all fpeed row into the hauen, and there make as great noife as

they could , to the intent that the Bizantines mould draw thi-

therward. In which meane time he himfelfeby thehelpeofhis

wte!ligcncers,entred the citieand woon it,howbeit not without

fighting.As %*!>errot Artois befieged Vannes, he caufedanaf- The pol

fault to be giuen in three places atonce,and the aflault endured K°bert of

all the day long. At night euery man retired; and the French Art0IS-

men put oft their armor to reft and refrelh themfclues. But no-

bert ofArtois fuffrednothis men to vnarme thcm,butonely to

reft them a litle,and to eat and drinke. Afterward hauing fet his

three battels in order,he began the aflault againe in two places,,

commanding the third battell to ftandftill,vntill itwere time to

depart : and becaufe it was night, the aflailants had kindled fo

great fires, that they which waked on the fudden, went right

whether foeuer they faw the fires,without attending any com-

maundement of the captain, and without putting themfelues in

order. During the nine that euery mans hands were full , the

third battel chofe another part ofthe town vnfurnilhed ofwar-

ders,and there fetungvpftore ofladders,did fo much that they

entredthe citie,andputthe whole garnfon of Vannes to flight.

The earle of Dcrbypcrceiuingthat hecoukinot win the cida Tlicearlca

ot Naunts by aflau't.vkd this policy by the aduice ofone^hx- Derbies po

ajtder ofChaumount,a Gufcoin.inthe morning he madecoun- rollcie

renance to djflodge,leauingonely a hundred men behind vnder

the leading ofthe lord Wentwortiv telling the what they fhuld

do.And m a couert vally not far from the towne, he laid a {tale*

The men ofNaunts ran with 400 tnenvponthe 100 : who reti-

ICICQ

ring



Ofthe taking ofTownes.
ringto the paffage,drew the Frenchmen into the ambufli.And
whenthey were paiTcd,onc conipanie went right to the towne,

and took the gates which they found opcn,(for the Frenchmen
thoughtthem to hauebeene their owncmcn,)and they that if-

fued outwere inclofcd both afore and behind,and vtterly ouer-

thrown. The S enefchal ofB eauquere vndet(landing that great

ftore ofrotherbeafts fhould pafle by the towne ofAthenie,fcnt

chreefcore men to driue them,and in the mean while lay in am-
bum himfelfc neere the towne.The Enghmmen with the more
part ofth e garrifon of the towne, ran to the rcfcue,fo farre that

they fell into the ambuHi, who chafed the Engliflimen fo lufti-

ly,that they defeated them cuery chone, and therwithail went
(Wight forth to the towne,the which theytookeby aflault, for

want ofmen to refill: them.i«^^.purpofing to take the Mite-
lenians by policie,bcfieged them with mainc rorce. Then fud-

denleintheopenday , andinthefightofthetovwies-men, he
mounted vponthe fea, and rowed towards the cine Elea . But

in the nigh t he returned back fectctly, and without m iking any

noyfe,couched himfelfe in ambufh neere the towne. T he Mi-
tilenians doubting nothing,went out vnaduifediy, and without

order the next morningjand without (landing vpon theiigiird,

went to
(

rifle the campe of the Romanes . But lucuIIhs itep-

ping out fuddenly vpon them ,-tookc a great number of them
priioners, and flue about Hue hundred thatdftoode at defence,

and wan about fix thoufand flaues.fWmV^ vfed another poli-

cie to get Saminimat.k happened that he had receiued a great

lode before Parma,where his armie was ouerthrowne, and he

was faine to take the way of Tufcan for to returne into his

rcalme ofNaples. There was no likelihood that he minded the

ofSaminimat,that had plaid the traitors and rebels againft him,

neither was he determined to reft there. Buttocompaflethem

without great paine or fhidie, he diflembled their treafon , and

chofe a number of his be[t,moft couragious,and moft loyall ibl-

diers,whom he caufed to be chained together as ifthey had bin

prifoners. The which being done, he caufed his mules tobelo-

<len with a great fort ofhamper$,full ofall kind ofarmorand ar-

tillerie,andcoueredthem with the fame fumpterclothcs,wher-

with
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with the fumpr~rs of his chamber wcrewoonttobe couered.

Thefe prifemen fo made at the inftant, hefent vnto Saminima-

to, with Tet'er oi theVincyard»his ftcward cfhoulhold , fecre-

tarie and chauncelor,who had the whole gouernment thereof,

and was a prifoner in deed accompanied with meflengers of

credence, which fhould declare vnto the inhabitants of the

towne, that the emperour hauing not a more loyall towne, feuc

them thofc prifoners men of importance, and his precioufeft

ftuffe with them, praying them to keepe them carefully till

his returne ,. becaufe that beingnow on hisway into his king-

dome of Naples, he would not be troubled with fuch baggage.

The men of Saminimato feeing the empcrour in atmes round

about them., made good countenance , notwithftanding thar

they miftxufted theielucs tobebewraid, and thereupon fliew-

ingthemfelues verie obedient , receiued all the traine with

good checre, caufingthem all to comeintorhecitie.When the

fouldicrsof Frcdcricke fawtheirconuenienttime, thcycaft off

their chaines, (which weredifpofed in fuch fort as they might

vnhnke them when they lift) and out of hand takingthem to

their weapons , wan the gates , whereat they let in the empc-

rour Fredericks armie, fo that the.towne wasycelded to his o-

beyfmce.

The Slauonians vfed another policic to take another town.

There approched a certaine ofthem to the wals, fo few in fliew

aswerenotfuificicnt to take the towne, and yet did they in-

continently giue anaflault. They that were within beholding

the fmall numberofthem, ran out vpon them,& folowed bea-

ting them a good way oftfrom the towne.And when they were

a fufficient rnrnetle, the rcfidue lhewed themfelues behind

them , and flue a great fort ofthem, fo as they could not re-

couer into the citie againe. Then the Slauonians commingto

thcaflault, entered at eafe, becaufe there were none but the

citizens kit to defend the towne. The king of Portugall per-

cciuing how the Britons that were within Feroll in Cailile,

made often filies out ; laid fiftiemen inambufh , and a three

daies after, went with a few men and skirmifhed hard at the

barriers of the towne . The Batons failed not to come out

againft
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againft him, and purfued the Portugals fo hard,that they tooke

about fiue and twentic or* them , and were fain to open the bar-

riers vvide,to let in the prifoners , and to let out thofc that pur-

fued them. At length, they chat lay in ambufli, ridingasfaft as

they could,rightto the barriers,and making themfelues matters

ofthem,entrcd mingled with the Britons into the towne. The
men ofCapua being defirous to receiue cIijc Imperials into the

citie,and to expulfe the Frenchmen, willed the Imperials to lay

themfelues inambufh rieere the towne , and when they knew
them to be laid, they would perfuade the Frenchmen to make
a rode out of the citie , to fetch vittels afore they were more
ftraitlybeficged.TheFrenchmenperceiuing their reafon to be

apparant,wentouttodo fo.But when they came backeagaine,

they found the gates fliut, and vnderftood that the Capuans

hadrecciued the Imperialsin at another gate. Sertorittt vfed an

\ policie of other policie to win the Characitanians, which did nothing but

K7tmu*. rob him and fpoile him,and mocke him without feare, becaufe

they retired themfelues into rocks and caues that could not

be come vnto. He confideredthat right againfr. their caues,

there was a light clay that fell to duftlikefand, the which -the

northwind blowingfuli inco their caues, did ordinarily carie vp

that in duft,and dnue it into their densAVhen Serroriat had de-

tected this in himfelfe,and vnderftood by the inhabitants ofthe

countrie therabouts,that the like was don cuftoraably.'he com-

maunded his men to gather togithera great cjuantitie of that

light earth, and thereofto make a huge mount right againft

their caucs.When this great mount was finifhed, he made his

horfmen trot vp and down on it, and anon the wind taking the #

dull: as foone as it was raifed from the ground, caried it full into

their caues , (hiking it right into the eicsand cielids of them.

Wherby their eics were ftopped,and their caue was filled with

a hote and fultrie aire . Infomuch that being not able to take

breath but with great paine , they fubmitted themfelues the

third day after to his difcretion . When a man hath taken a ci-

tie, it is not enough to enter into it,and to fackc it,ex*cept he fee

a good guard at the gates,for feare ofafcerclapsj asbefell to the

'Caftilians in Spaine , who with the helpeof the Gnfenians,rc-

belled
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belled againfl: the Romans for their ill vfing ofthem, and flue a

good fort ofthem . As foone as Sertorw heard the vprore, by

and by he gat him out of the towne with a fewofhismen,and

aflemblmg togithcr fuch as were efcaped , returned againe to

the towne, and finding thegateftillopen, whereat the Grifeni-

ans were entered in,he flipped in alfo,andfettinga good gard at

the gates, (in which point the Grifenians had ouerfhot them-

felues ) and in other parts ofthe towne, did put all to the fword

that were ofyearestoweare armour . Then apparelled he his

foldiers,inthe apparell and armour ofthofe whom he had (lain,

and went in that maner to the citie of the Grifenians , from

whence thofe came by whom they were furprifed by night.

The Grifenians thinking at the fight
4
oftheir owne furniture,

that they had beene theirowne men, opened them their gates,

and went out to meet them as theirfriends,whom they thought

to hauc difpatched their matters verie well . So the Romans
ilue a great number hard at the gates oftheir citie ; and the reft

yeeldingthemfelues tothemercie of Sertorim • were by him
fold. Atfochtime astheprinceof Orenge fackedthe citie of

Rome, Gay g^nion came to the gates with his light horfes , and

eight hundred harcjuebuzers^, thinking to hauegone into de-

fend it: but when lie vnderftood thofe uewes,he retired backe,

Man)' were ofopimon,that(con{idering the diforderofthe Im-
perials,) if he had entered in by the caftell ( which was vn-

garded)he might hauc c'onc fome notable feat , or at le.aftwife

hehaddeliueredthePope. But (as it is commonly faid) little

woteth a man what is done in his enemies holt. 3 and it had bin

a great hazard,tohaue put himfelfin daunger with fo few men,

againftfo great a number of enemies . Bellifarins perceiuing that A polieie oi

he could not win Panorrhus bjr land,made his fliips to come in-
BdltfarltiU

tothehauen :Thcn hauing manned certaine fmall veflels with

croiTebowesJie made them to mount vp into the tpps, (the

which were higher than thr wall) and from thofe fmall fliips to

i!:cot inccflantly at the townsmen, whom they faw lie open;

inlamuch that the townesmen feeing themfelues fo greatly .

annoy ed by them, were faine to yeeld the .towne to Bellifetrit^. ^ P

°^
,c

(

°

The Lord ofEftourney furprifed the towne ofAudenard inthis
£ftoUr „ey

maner:
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maner.He laid foure hundred chofen men in ambuflyieere the

gate ofGraundmount. Then fent he two chariots laden with
prouifion, and foure fouldiers apparelled like carters todriuc

the chariots,wel armed vnder their apparell,whofeigningtheni

feluestocomeoutofHenau!t,caufed the great gate to Deepe-
ned vnto them. Now when they came vpon the bridge, they

ffaied, and plucked out the taypinnes that held the traces. The
wardersbcing offended at their longtarying , cooke the horfes

by the heads to make them go, but the chariots abode behind,

becaufe the horfes were loomed. Then the warders perceiuing

themfelues tobedeceiued,began toftnkethe carters, who de-

fended themfelues fo well, that they flue two ofthe warders.

In the meane while the lord of Ettourney hauing good ley fine

toapproch,came at the inflanr,andtooke the gate, whereby !,e

became matter ofthe town. Ifthey that enterprifed to take the

citie of Turin intheyeare i ?42,hadfo vnyoked their oxen, or

turned a chariot within the gate, the towne had bin lott. Foric

wasfaued alonely by the letting downeofthe portcullis, which

flopped a ten or twelue hundred men that came in good array,

while thofe that were entred into the town in chariots couered

with hay ,were Hghting at thegate, and atthe place. The citie

ofOrtingas was taken after that maner. Veter ofAuchun,who

lay ingarnfon at Lourd , fent in the rnoncth of May,two good

fouldiers apparelled like feruingmen , to feeke matters in the

towne.They had not beene longthere,but they were prouided

ofmarchantmen: whom they ferued fo well , that their feruice

was verie well liked. About the raiddett of Augutt,afaire was

kept in that towne, wherevntomany raarchantttrangers refor-

ted.Now while the towncsmen bought andfould , and made

goodcheere, Peter Auchun wentout about midnight , and

laidhimfclfinambufli within a wood neerethe towne,hauing

fent fix men afore with two fcalmgladdcrs, whereby they en-

tred fecretly into the towne,by thehelpeofthe two fouldiers,

while theirmatters was drinking. As foone as they werecntrcd,

the two foidiers brought the to the 2;ate where w:.s the bodie of

the gard ready to let forward attoon as they fliould whittle the.

Hcrewithal the two feruing me knocked at th e gate,telliug th e

warder.*
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Warders that their mafter had fent them for good wine . The
warders knowing them opened the gate , and fuddenly at a

vvatchword,the other fix fouldiers came running thither and

flue the warders. This being done,they tookethe keyesof the

gate,and did let dovvne the bridge lb fofcly, that no man percei-

ued it. As foone as the bridge was downe,thcy began to found a

bl aft ofdeceit, whereat, Peter ofAuchunand his companie fet

forward, tookethe bridge, and made himfelfe mafter of the

tovvne.To famifh the citie ofAthens, Lifander\fc& this deuife.._. ^ .. .

After he had ouercome the Athenians by lea , he determined
Ljfcndw*

to lay kege to Athens. But afore the doing thereof , he went

with his fleet to all the fca-townes, where he commaunded
vpon p.iine of death, that as many Athenians as were there,

fliould get them home to Athens,which thing he did vpo a po-

licy,to pefter them vp clofe togith er within the wals ofAthens,

that they might the fooner be famiflied ; and foit came to

pafle. For whereas he was notable to ouercome them by force,

h e fuiTered them to reft a while, and aftci ward when he knew
that vittails began to way fcant , he befieged them fo nar-

rowly, that they were fainc to yceld the due to the Lacedc-

tnonians.

To attempt the taking ofthe rocke of Vandois which was
impregnab!e,the vicountofMeauslaidaftaleof 1200 men in

a caue rtcare the fort , and fent others to sknmifli with them at

their bars 3
charging them that ifany cameoutofthctowne a-

gamft them, they fliould retire foft'y vntill they came to the

fta!e.The Frenchmen-railed not to make countenace, but went

flowly to the skii rnifh , as if they had beenc men unwilling and

finally trained , which thing gauc courage to Ouion dufcl(who

had the gouemment of the fort in the abfence of'.AnierigtlL

Marcel!) to faHie out with certaine ofthegarrifon.Andhc cha-

fed the Frenchmen fo farre, that he was inclofed betweene

their ambufli and their campe,fo as he could notfaue himfelfe,

nor any of his companie. Whereupon the Frenchmen appro*

died nearer the caiteJl,and told him that he and all his compa-

nions fliould die,ifthe foftrelTe were not ycelded, and that if it

were yee'ded^they fliouldali befaucd. They that were within

perceiuing



4$o Of the defending ofTownes.
percciuingthat they were like tolofc the bell men of all their
companie,yeelded themfelues at his perfuafion, Theearle of
Arminak was difcomfued almoft after the fame fort by Uyues
ofBerne,beforc Alexandria:which was the caufe thatthe fic^e
ofAlexandria was broken vp.

CHAP. XX.

of\he defending ofTownes.

Here is not fo great a mifchief, but there

is a remedie fork. And as the common
faying is,Well alTailed, well defended.

For when he that is within a towne,

knoweththat another would haue it:

then by good watch andcarefull dili-

gence,!^ keepeth himfelfefrom being

taken on the fudd en. Andifhebead-
uertifed ofhis enemies comming,he doth what he can to keepe

them from commingneere the ditches, vntill thegreatncflTc of

their number enforce him to retire. The like is done when a ri-

de is to be ailailed by fea and by land. For he that is within,doth

cither by force or by policie impeach their landing as much as

he can, as did that gallant pyrat named Franday, at Port Ve-
nerie. The Arragonians intending to haue taken that place vp-

on the gate toward the fea, approched with the prowes oftheir

gallics tothehauen,tohauefettheirfoldiersaland. But Ftan-

day had caufed the great ftones, whereupon they were to leape,

in eomming downe from their gallies, tobebefmeared with

greace, fo as the mod: part ofthem fell downe through the flip-

pernefle oftheir tooting, and the curnberfomnelTe oftheir ar-

mor, among the ilones which were verie high. Sometimes a

citieisinbatdcafc, for that they cannot certifietheiritateby

policieof reafonoftheftraitneffc ofthe liege . In this cafe they muft do
c Gothcs.

as t^e Gothes did , who being itraitly befieged by Bellifhriw,

and not able to giue intelligence of their di(belle to Vttigis,

made a greatnoife one midnight rwheieat Be'.-tjarm wondnng,

and
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1

and fearingfome ambufhortreafon , commanded thateucry

man fhould (land vpon his guard,without remouing out of his

place.While Belltfarius was thus mufing, more to gnrd himfelfe

than to looke to the wals of his enemies:the Goths fentouttwo

men,togiue knowledge to Fitigis in what ftate they ftood.I^t Thcpolicy ol

Betttfariv did yet much better when he himfelfe was befieged

in Rome.For when he vndeiflood that fuccors were comming

to him ,
fearing leaft the Goths fhould fet vpon them by the

vvay$he caufed a certaine wall,wherwith one of the gates of

the cinewas dammed vp,to be beaten downe in the night,and

fet a good number ofmen ofwar atit,caufinga thoufand horfe-

rnentoiilue out at oneoftheother gates,whomhe coraanded

toreturnetothefame2;atea2;aine whenthev were chained

by their enemies.Now while theywere in hand with their e-

nemies ,
Beliifaritu went out with a great power at the gate

that was towards the fea, whereof his enemies had nomi-

ftruft,and eafily puttirgthofc to flight that encountered him
on that part , he went on till he came right againft the other

gate,vvherc he aflailed his enemies behind, as they were figh-

ting with his men that had lfTued out fiift , in which conflict

many of his enemies were flainejwho being fufiEciently occu-

pied in defending thcmfelues, gaue leifure to the Greekesto

ioine with thearmieof Belliftrius, without any let.Sometimes

there is fcarcetieofvittclsina towne,foas itneedethtobevit-

telled.And therfore he that hath the charge therof,feeketh by

all means to get fome in,without the enemies priuitie. Bellifi-

riHi intending to vittell the citie of Rome , which was ftreitlie

belleged by the Gothes,vndcr the leading of Totilts
; deuifed

this ibiftXetHds had made two towers of timber to be buildcd

vpon a bridge ouer the riuer Tiber, tokcepc men from com-

ming to Rome by water . And without the ouerthrowing of

thefe towers,there was no way to pafle.To do it by plaine force

it was not pofablefor him,for he had too few men. Wherfore

betook two lightcrs,nnd loined them togitherwith rafters:vp-

on the whicli he builded a tower of timber
3
ofequall heigth to

the other two jvpon the top wherofhe had a little boate full of

pitch and brimftone. After this towcrboat followed two hun-

I j dred
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dred other boats couered ouer with boord , and made full of

loopeholes,that his men (landing furely fenced inthem,might

(hoot at their enemies . Within thofe boats he put great abun-

dance ofvittels garded by the choifeftofhisfouldiers,bywhom
vpon either banke ofthe riuer(as neereas mightbe) hefentof

hisfouldiers both on horfebacke and on foot. When he came

at the towers of thebridge, he caftvpon them the faid little

boat that was full ofbrimllone, which immediatly burned vp

the towers and the two hundred men that were within them.

In themeane while the Romans brake downe the bridge, and

made way for the litters that conueied the vittels , the which

had out of all doubtgone forth tothecitie, had it not ben for

the fault of/faces one of BeM/artw captains,whoby his ralh go-

ing out ofthe hauen towne ofOftia, contrarie to Bellifarim ap-

pointment,was difcomfited and taken priioner by the Goths,For
Bellifarms being abaflied therat,and thinking that the towne it

fclfe hadbentaken,whennwas his wife and all his mouables,

returned fuddainly back thither,without accomplishing his en-
To get vittels terprife.Sometimes either men ormoniebe to be conueyed in-

a qiuP'
to a toWfie > m wheh beh alfe example may be taken at the do-

ings of Belllfarm; : who h earing th atmonie was brought him
from Conftantinaplc , to the intent that the bringer thereof

fhouldnotbetakenbythe Goths that befieged him inHome,

caufed areport to be noiied , that he would giue battell to the

Goths.In the meane while hefent out two hundred horfmen

to fafecundit the monie,and the next morning caufed his men
to go out and raunge themfelues in battel-ray • and the Gothes

did likewife. At noone he caufed his men to dine , and in the

afternoonefell toskirmifhing, Co that whilethcy were bicke-

ring fo together,^/?*//*** that brought the monie, entered in-

to Rome without any daunger. The duke of Guife vnderfbn-

dingthe.diftrefle wherein the Matlhall of the March wasj

within Peron.for wantofmen and poulderjdeparted fromHan
with two hundred men of armes and.foure hundred chofen

. harquebufers , and commingby night neere the campr of his

.enemies , led his harquebufers fecretlieand without noilcto

the fide of the marris : and hauingwithjiira all the trumpets

that
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that he could get together,didfuddainly giuc an alarme to all

parts ofthe emperors camp, To as they tockc them to their wea-

pons.During this great alaime,which letted the enemies to in-

tend to any thing elfe , or to heare the flaflung of the water

through the which the dukes me went,the barcjuebufcrs were

recciued into the towne,euery ofthem carrying vpon his neck,

a bag ofpoulder weying ten pound.The viceroy ofNaples and

lAnionicde Leti4
y toconuey monie into Pauie , procured two

men whom they trufted , to carrie fourc hoggefheads ofwine

to felljto the French campe that beiieged the towne, within

the which hoggefheads were three thoufand French crownes.

And for the fellingoftheir wine,they went and lodged as ncer

the towne as they could.^intomcde Urn being aduertifed ther-

of
3
madc a fallie out on another fide, and while they were bu-

fie at the skirmifh, one ofhis men brake the hoggefheads and

tooke away the three thoufand crownes , with the which he
faued himfclfe in the towne.Sometimc (allies are made ofpur-

pofe to furprife the enemies in their campe , as the Siracufans

did at the campe ofthe Athenians . But Ntcixs to remcdie the

daunger fpeedily , commanded fire to be put to wood,and to

the engines that he had made tobeate the towne,which doing

caufedthe Siracufans to ibay, becaufethat when they fawfo

great a flame in the aire betweene them and the Fort , they

returned out of hand to the towne. Many times they that

are befiegedhaue fcarcitie ofwater , and by that means" are

in daunger to yeeld rhemfelues , if it be norprouidedfor , as

SertGriu was in penll to haue doone to the Lagobrits . Who
caufed two thoufand Goats skinnes to be filled with water,

promifing a good fum of monie for the bringing of euery

skinne,Thc which tiling manic men vndertooke. And there-

withal hegaue commaundement at the dcliuering ofthe bags,

that all vnneceflane mourhesfhould foorthwith depart out

of the towne , that the water might feme them the lon-

ger,vvhich abode to defend the towne . Sometimes skirmi-

fhes are made to vexthebefiegers , that they may be made

tobreake vp their ficge; andfuch faihes doc erewhiles turne Afallyofrhe

SO the winning of a battcil, as befell to the .Engliflimen EnglitLmcn.
1

I 1. ij Yuder
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vnder the conduct of the earle of Derbie before Amberoch.

Who hauing laid a thoufandmen in ambufh in a wood,and be-

ing aduertifed that fuccours were comming to the befieged,

went together vpon the Frenchmen and defeated them. This

difcomfiture came of the Frenchmens difdainin2:of the En-

glifhmen,for the fmall number of them, whom they thought

not to haue bin fo bold,as to haueaffailedthem,by reafonwher-

of,they ftoodnot vpon their guard. As much befell the Athe-

nians,who were ouerthrowne by Brafida*, becaufethey defpi-

fed him for the fmall number of his men,not looking that he

durft to haue encountered them. But Brafidu taking this their

skornfulnes for an occafion to do fome good exploit,did fet vp-

on them vnawares }and difcomfited them . Marir&did asmuch
to the Carthagincnfes,afterthe difcomfitureof the Sc'ptosJeot

he conietouring that they would be negligent and difdain him>

, tookethem vnprouided . The Suiflers did as much to the-

Frenchmen , by the aduice of Martin their coronell, who-^
told them that the Frenchmen comming but to hauealod-

gingjooked for nothing leffethan the commingofthe Sniffers,

and that the accidents that happenvnlooked for and vnforfeen,

do foonefi: ouertake men . According to which counfcll,they

aflailed the Frenchmen andbuercame them . Wherefore the
fureit way is , not to delpife the enemie , but to ftand

Nothing is fo warily vpon ones guard .. For nothing is fo daungerous,
dangerous as

as anenemie vnmiftruflcd . Necefsitie draue Leopoldtomake
anencmy vn- r u . . n , , . .

1
. r ,,

diflrufted.
alaiiie out againit rfalter Brenne , the which tell out

well and happily on his fide : For he difcomfited thofc that

had befieged him, and tookethe countie of Brenne prifoner,

as I haue laid m another place . But to returne to our mat-

ter againe . Cliuer . of clijfon and fir rPalter Mannje,

hauing intelligence that Leftis of Sp'aine meant to cut off

the heads of John Butler and Hugh Frefnoy $ vfed this

policieto faue them from that inconuenience . They had ben

long befieged within Hannibout by Charles de Blots , Now
one day about dinnertime ,

they iffued out of the towne

with a thoufand men , and went with great force to aflaile the

campeof Charles de Blois
t
Co that all of them were at the

/ alarme,.
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alarme , and dfewtowards the trenches where the fight was

fliarpc and hard on both fides.In the chiefeft of the fight, Wal-

ter Mann) and oliuer clifin llTued fecretly out at a little poftern,

and came on the backfidcofthe hoft vnperceiued,to the tent of

Charles de ilois
ywhere the faid Butler and Frefnoy were, whom

when they had recouered,and had mountedthem on two cour-

fers which they had brought thetherofpurpofe, they returned

againe to Hannibout the fame way they came our. KSUX^ being

befiegedinCrefcentinebyS/Zw/tf*, and finding occafion to in-

uade his enemies on their right fide, which was not fortified

with an)' trench or rampire, becaufe of a marris which had no
comming to it but by a broken caufcy,conie£lured that his ene-

mies would mifdoubt nothing that way ,. wherefore couering

the marris in the night-time with hurdls and planks, he caufed

his footmen to pafie ouer , and he himfelfe ftaied in a conueni-

ent place with his horfmen, tofuccor them if need were. In

which time the footmen quitted thefeluesfo wel,that they Hue

the skoutwatch,and th en pafsingon to the €amp,threw wild fire

vpon the warders half afleepe,and vpon the fouldiers lodgings

that were nearell,which they had brought with them clofed

in trunks ofwood.lnfomuch that their tents were burned in the

turning ofa hand,and the fire glittering through all the campc

in the night, ftrake fucha terror into the fouldiers fo aftailed

both with fword , and with the fire that was call incefsantly

out ofthe trunks and firepots^that without any regard ofSilut-

os commandement,they fled thicke and threefold, to (hunthe

fire.By reafon wherof the Venetians falling vpon thofe dif-

maied peoplc,defeated a great pait ofthem^and bending their

artillencvpon them thar fled,killed a great number of them,

andfo returned withaverie great bootie of horfe and men.

The Plateians being ftreitly befieged by the Peloponnefians,

and hopclciTe of all fuccour, found thisfhift to get out of the

towne.The Peloponnefians had made a double wai about the

cine Plateia,one towards the towneto keepe them from com-
1 mngout,and the other along the fideofthe camp, to keep the

fuccours ofthe Athenians from going in, which walles were di-

ftantfixteenefootafuader. Betweene the two walles were the

I i 11j .
lodgings
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lodgings ofthe thargarded the, and at euery tenth battlement

were towers that coupled the two wals together , Co as a man
could not pafTe along the wall , but he muft go through thofe

towers j into the which thofe that kept the watch a nights,

withdrew themfelues when it rained . To compafte their de-

termination, the Athenians made skaling ladders full as high

as the wals,the heigth whereof they tooke , by confidering

the thickneffeofthebrickes whereof it was made, numbe-

ring them frcm the top to the.foot . The townesnien there-

fore hamng gotten intelligence of the manner of the watch,

fpied a nightwhen it rained and the wind blew Jowd , and the

moone (limed not : and came to the foot ofthe wall vnpercei-

ued,becaufe ofthe darkene(Ieofthenight,and went feuerally

by themfelues onefrom another,leaft the iuftiing oftheir har-

nefle togither , fhould make any noife . When they had

fet vp their ladders againft the void fpaces where they vnder-

ftoodthat no man warded , they that brought the ladders

mounted vpfirft,and after them thereft. Now when a good
fort ofthem were vp , they that watched within the towers

perceiued them, by a crannie of one of the battlements that

was caftdowne in their commingvp.Infomuch that atthefirft

alarme,all the campe came to the wall, not knowing wherfore,

by reafon ofthe night and the foule wether. On the otherfide

the Plateians that abode in the citie,went out and alTailed the

wallesin other places,to bufie their enemies heads, who were

all fore amazedwhat the matterihould be, fo as neither they,

nor thofe thargarded the towers, ftirred not out of theirpla-

ces . Neuerthelede , they that had the charge to releiue the

watchjlighted vp beacons on the fide towards Thebes, to be-

token the comminsrof enemies. Which thins: the townsmen
perceitiing

, lighted vp a great fort of them vpon their walles

alfo,to the intent that their enemies ihould not know wherfore

thofe fires were made , and that their companions might luue

themfelues , afore any refcues came to the watch . In the

meane timc,thofe that mounted vp firft, wonne two towers,

and hauing (lain e them that were within,gct vp them fellowes

t iat remaned yet beneath/ putting thofe backe with fhot and

throwing
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throwingofftones, which came to refcue the wall. Infomuch

that all they which were to falieoutofthe towne, mounted vp

the wall, and then going downe from the towers, came to the

ditches on the outfide,vpon the brim whereofthey found thofe

that fhoufd haue fuccoured the watch,who had lighted vpthe

beacons^by means whereof, being well and perfectly feen,they

were ouertlirowne bythe Athenians , and by the townefmen

withfhot ofarrowes, And fo the Plateyans pafsing the ditch

with eafe, did krutthemfelues well and .clofc together , and fo

palled all ingood order by the way that leadeth to Thebes,be-

caufethey doubted that the way to Athens was garded. But;

wh ea they had gone that way a while
, they turned afide the

way of the hill, and by apriuiepathcame all to Athens with*

out difturbance.

Sometime to commaund a towne, theymake a mount :and

in old time it was woont to be made againft the wall , be-

caufe therewas none other fighting but with handblowes, for

artillane vvasnotyetinuentcd . Cubicles king of Perfiamade

fuch a mount ofearth tobe caft vp againft the wall of Amyda,
winch he faw to be impregnable. But the Amydans to defend

themfelues from it, made a mine within their wall, whereby

they drew away agoodpeece of the ground thatvpheld the

mount,and vnderpropped itwithtimber-workc, that it might

not bepcrceyued. And when they faw the mount couered all

ouer with Pcrfians, they let it finke, fo as all that were vponic

wereflaine, which caufed them to raife their fiege.

.

St.xrtacm hauingbuta few men with him when he rebel- The police o

led againft: the Romans , tooke a mountaine that was verie Sprttcm

ftrong and vnapprochable , where he was befieged by three

thoufand Romans , who garded well the pafTage that hec

fhould nor fcope . I For there was but onelie one place

to goe vp or downe at , the refiduc was a rock e cut

fteepe . Sfdrtacm finding that there grew wilde Vines a-

loft vppon the rockc , did cut off all the biggeft twigges,'

and with them made ladders of coards , fo ftiife and long,,

that becing fattened aboue , they reached downe to the

bottornc of the plaine , Vpqn .the -which they went all

I i. iii; downe* -
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downc fecrctly, failing one who taried calling down e their ar-

mour aftcrthcm , and when he had fo done, healfofaued him-
felfe by the fame means. The Romans miitrufted it not.By rea-

fonwhereof,they that were befieged, coafting round about the
hill,came andaflailcd them behind, puttingthem in fuchfeare

withtlieir fudden comming vponthem , that they all tooke
them to flight,fo as he tooke their campe.

C A HP. XXI.

Ofdiuerfe policies andfleigbts .

Can not pafTe with fi Ience certain other

policies and (Ieights,that diuerfebraue

captains haue vfed, the which I willfct

here vnorderly . Eumenes being put to

flight by ^intigonMjiS he retired,found

tAntigonus ftufTe , the which he might

eafily haue taken,and diuerfe pnfoners

therewithall. But he would not ,be-

caufe it would haue hindered his flight . And befides that,he

faw it was vnpofsible to haue kept the Macedonians by direct

means, from riflingfo great goods oftred into their hands for fo

goodly a prife.Therefore he commaunded them to eafc them-

felues a while, and to bait their horfes, and then vpon the fud-

den to go snddirtruflethebaggage.Butinthemeane vvhile,hc -

fent aduertifement by a fccretmeilenger to Menander,who had

the charge ofconueying the faid ftufie,that he mould with all

fpeedget him out of the plaines , to the hanging ofa hill neere

hard,vvhich was not to beapprochedby horfemen, and there

tofortifie himielfe: telling; him that his £iuin£ofthisaduertife-

ment vnto him,was in refpect ofthe fnendmip that lie had erft

had at his hand.Menandsr vnderftanding the peril! wherein he

was,made the Ruffe to be milled vp out ofhand, and then Eu-

menes font out his foreriders openly :to difcouerlum, and there-

withall commaunded euerie man to put on his armour , and to

.
.

bridle
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bridle his horfc , as if he had bin minded to haue led them a-

gainfl their enemies. But anon returned the foreridcis, who
made report that there was no means to forceMen&n.Ur to fight.

Whereat Eumenes pretended to be fore difplcafcd , and fo paf-

fed on. Tbwijloclesvtcd the like policie towards JCerxes, when
he caufed him to be fecretly aduertifed , to get him cut of

Greece with all the had he could,that he might auoid the ha-

zard of battell,asl hauefaid elfewhere. Bermocrates being ad-

uertifed ofthe intent of Nicits , in breaking vp his (lege before

Siracufcjck ingoing his way
$
ckperceiuingthat as that day (be-

caufe it was afeftiuall day, and they were occupied in doing (a-

enfice to their gods) he could not caufe his men to march to

take the paflages,that he might vancjuifh the Athenians at his

more eafe } fent a familiar friend of his to ulcm
i
with inftrucli-

ons to tell him , that he came from fuch as gaue him fecret ad-

uertifements within the citie,who fent him warning to beware

that he went not on his way thatnight.vnlefie he would fall

intotheambufhesthatthe Siracufancs had laid for him. Ntcitt

being bleared with thofe words ,taried all thatnight,(bas the

next morningthe Siracufans tookeall the paflages: bymeanes
vvherofthe Athenians were vnfortunatly ouercome. Eumenes

perceiuing that the reft of the princes enuicd him, and fought

means to kill him :to the intent to preuentthem, bare them on
hand that he wanted money, and borrowed a good round fum
of euery ofthem,chiefly ofthofc whom he knew to hate him,

to the intent that thenceforth they mould truft vnto him, and

defitt to lie in wait for him , forfeare ofloofing the monie that

they had lent him :Bymcane whereofitcamctopaffe, that o-

thcr mens monie was his fafegard, and the affuranceof his life.

Andwhcreasothermenare woont to gme monie to faue and

aflurethemfelues, this man did fet his life in fafctie by taking.

There was not a greater caufe ofthe brinsyn? in as;ainc of kins:

Eanard thefourth into therealmeofEngland when he wasdn-

uenoutjthanthemarchnnts and other men to whom he was
indebted,andthe women thatwerein loue with him, becaufe

he was vo!uptuou$,who to thevttermoft of theirpoweeper-,

fuaded their husbands to be a meane of his rctume.Sometimes
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it is needfull to fet neighbours at oddes ; but that mud be done

couertly and cunningly,leaftitbc perceiued . The Athenians

fearing the powerofthe Lacedemomans,hadforfake the league

which they had made with the Thebans , and in ftead of hol-

ding with them , had (hewed themfelues to be againft them,

whichwasameanetoouerthrow the Thebans vpfidedowne.

But Tel'opid'as and Gorgtd.u captains generall ofBeotia
, cfpying

away how to fet the Athenians agame in a iealoufic and heart-

burning againft the Lacedemonians, found out fuch a practife

asthis. There wasacaptainenamcd tyWr/^, a verie valiant

man of his perfon,but therewithal! light-headed,anu lond con-

ceyted, fuch a one as eafily conceiued vaine hopes in his head,

vpona foolifh vaine glorie to hauedone fome goodly fcate in

his life . Telopidu linked to him a merchant of his familiar

acquaintance, who tolled him on to attempt great things, and

to go andfurpnfe the hauen of Pyrey , wliifip the Athenians

miftrufted no fuch thing, and therefore kept it not with any

Cure guard; alluring him that the lords of Lacedcmon would

I ke of nothing fo well, as to hold thecitie of Athens vnder

their obeyiance, and that the.Thebanes, who wifhed them
euill to the death for their forfoking and betraying them at

theirneed , wou'd not inanie wiiciuecour them . Sphodrias

being mooued with his perfuafions , tookethofe menofwarre

with him that he had, and departing bynighr, went into the

countrie of Attica ., euen to the citie Eleufine . But when
he came there,Jus men were afraied , and would go no fur-*

ther . And fp being djfeouered , hec was fame to returne

from whence he came. Whereby he procured to the Lace-

demonians a warre .of no fmall importance , nor eafie to bee
vndone a2;aine . For thence-foortb the Athenians fought-

the alliance oftlicThebaacs againe, and fuccoured themverie

earneftly>'rjf ni .

'
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Co; 7 dim:; vfed the like pra&ife. For when he faw he could

rvotcaufethe peace to be broken, that was betweene the Ro-
mans and the Vojfes, he procured a man to go tell the Ma-
giftraccs ofRome 3 that the Voiles had confpired to runne vpon

the Romans as they were looking vpon their playes and ga-.

mings.
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mings, and to fct fire vpon the citie . Whereupon, the Volfes

werecommaunded to depart out ofthe cine ofRome, afore

the Sunne going downe . Wherewith the Volfes being dif.

pleafed,proclaimed warre againft the Romans, uilabiades vfed

the like trick e. For the Lacedemonians were come to treat of

peace with the Athenians,and had for theirpatrone one Ntcla^

a man of peace, and well renowmed among the Athenians.

lAlctb'udei went vnto them aforehand, and warned them in any

wife tobeware, that they told not that they had comroif ionto

conclude a full agreement, leaft thepeople compelled them of

authontie to graunt them whatfoeuer theywould haue ; coun-

felling them but onciy to fet downe certaine conditions, as in

way of conference. The nextmorning lAlctbiades asked them

vene fmoothly, what they came to do . They aunfwered, that

they came to make fome profersof peace, but had no commif-

fiontodetermm wie thing. Then fell ^Icibiades to crying

out vpon them, calling them vntruftie and variable, telling

them that they were notcometodoanie thing that was of va-

lue . And fo the ambafladours were fenthome without doing

anything, and *AlcibUdcs was chofencaptaine to make warre

againftthem.

ConoUnm to encrcafe thediiTcntion which he knew to be

betwivt the nobihtie and commons ofRome, caufed the lands

ofthe noble men to be with all care prefcrued harm!es,caujfing

the peoples in the meane time to be wafted and fpoiled : which

thing caufed them to enter into further quarrell anddifagree-

mentone againft another, than euer they had done afore. The
noblemen vpbraided the common people, with their iniurious

bammingoffomightiea man ; and the people charged the no-

bihue,thatthey had procured him to make warre againft them
in their rcuenge . Hmn&dl to bring Fabiws in fufpition

,

whom he feared aboue all the Romans, caufed his lands of

purpofe to be kept harmelefle , when he wafted all other

mcnSjtothe end it might be thought, that hehad fom? fecret

conference with him,and that thatwas the caufe why he would

no*£ghtwith him, howbeit chat in verie .d^eeH , his fefuGng

to . encounter , Avas of gr zzx. wikdom c ,
• to make his 5 eoeixns



Of diuerfe policies andfleights.

confumc away without putting any thing in hazard. Tlmdeon

pra&ifed another notable policie , to fluft himfelfe from the

hands of the Carthagincnies.Whereas he was fent by the Co-
rinthians, todeliuer thecitie of Siracufe from the tyrannic of

Dennis, as foone as he wasarriued at Rhegium,iV^.f whom the

Siracufanes imploied to the fame effec1:,and who difTemblmg

his purpofe,intended to take the place ofDennis , and to do as

much as he 3 fent meflengers to Tlmoleon
,
defiring him not to

pafle his men into Sicilie , becaufe the warre began to draw to

an end,and the Carthagenenfes,with whom he had fecret intel-

ligence, would not that his men lhouJd parte into Sicilie, but

that he himfelfe fhould come alone.to aid them with his coun-

fell in fuch affairs as fhould be offered to deale in. And becaufe

he doubted leaf! Tetmleon would not confent to hisrequeft j he

haddefircd the Carthaginenfes (who layneare vnto the ha-

ucnof Rhegium with twentie gallics) to flop hispaflagc ouer,

and to right with him,ifhe attempted to enter by force, ftmi*

Icon feemed to like well ofthe faymg ofthe meflengers, neuer-

theleiTehefaid ltbehoued him for his difcharge , tohaue the

fame decreedin the affemblieofthe Rhegians,and in their pre-

fence,as ofthem that were friends to them both. The which

thing he did offet purpofe , to hide his owne intent the better,

by making theRhegians priuie to the matter.The next day all

the parties met in the Mootehall y where-the whole day was

purpofely fpent in talke, that Tlmolons galhes might haue lcy-

iure to prepare themfelucs vnfufpe&ed of the Carthaginenfes,

forafmuchiis they faw Tlmoleon prefent with them.Who aflbon

ashevnderftood that his galiies were departed ail, fauing one

that ftaid behind for him, went his way fecretly through the

preafe by theRhegians,who being fecretly made priuie to the

matter by him, had Raid him from fpeaking any more. And fo

embirking himfelfe without any difturbance, he arriued within

lefTe than an houre atTauromenion , w\\txziAndromAchM wai-

ted for him. sylU in the ciuill warres
,
feeing his enemies to be

many in number,thought it flood him on hand to vfe policie, as

well as force. Whcrupon he folicited Scijio, one of thcconfuls,

to come to agreement with him : the which thing Selfit refufed

nor.
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not. Hereupon many goings and commings were abour the

matter, becaufe SylU protrafted the conciuiion verie long,n«-

dingiMfbmeoccafionof delay , that in the meane while his

fouldiers (who were made andaccuftomed tofuch policies^

well as their captaine) might pra&ife with Scipios fouldiers to

ike him. For theyAgoing into Scipios campe, inueigledfome

of his men with mony,fomc with p£pmifes,and other ibme with

nccefsitie,fo that in the end when this praelafing had continued

acertaine time, Sjlla, approched to their campe with twentie

Antfignes, where his fouldiers fell to falutingSV/jp/Vr , and they

falutingthem again,turncd and yceldedthcmfeluesvnto them,

fo as Sierph abode alone in his tent, where he was taken and not

iuftred to go away any more. Thus like the fowler with his fine

birds made to the ftale,S)//* with his twentie Antfignes, drew

fortie Antfignes of his enemies into his net,whom he led all in-

to his owne campe. Which thingwhen Carbo faw,he faid,That

in SylU he had to dcalewith a fox and lion both togither , and

that the fox did him more harme than the lion. Theemperour
Juli*n>\o keepe himfelfe from being difappointed ofthe num-
berof pnfoners that he demaunded , vfedfuch a policie as this,

to theAhums whom he had vanquished, and towhom he had
gr luntcd peace, vpon condition that they fhould deliuer hirh

allfuch prifoners as thev had of his. For doubting lcaft they

would n >t deliuer him all, but keepe fome good number of

them, he demaunded of cuerie ofthem that were efcapedand

faued out of pn(on,what were the names of them that were pri-

foners,becaufe it could not lightly be, but that they were either

ofkin or of al !nncc,or neighbours, or friends vnto them; and he

wrate their names in a paper. In the m?ane feafon,the ambafla-

dours came with their prifon ers ; of whom lulum caufed the

names to be fet downe in writing,and the lecrcr. -nes conferring

the one paper with the other^marked thofe whom the ambalia-

doursmentioned not,and named them fecretly to the emperor

behind him. The emperor began to be angrie with the ainbaf-

fadours,for that they had not brought him all his prifoners j tel-

li»g them that they had keptbackefuch and fuchof fuch ace-

tic or town c>naming them ail by their names}whereat tliei Al-

•mans
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mans were fore abafhed , fuppofing that it cameby reuclation

from God. Whereupon they failed not to dehuerall. Triuulce

perceiuing thegarrifonof Millah, andfpecially thcMiilaners

themfelueSjto be aftoniflied at the comming ofMaximilian and
the SwiffersintoLumbardie,bethought himfelfeofthis policie,

to put a fufpition into the cmperours head, offome caufe ofdi-

.ftruft in the Swiflers.He wrate letters.with his ovvne hand , and
fealed them with his feale,to the chiefc leaders and captains of

the Swiflers,that he might bringthem in fufpition with the em-
perour , and fent them by a feruant ofhis owne that (pake the

S witters tongue well . By thefe letters he willedrhem,to per-.

forme within two daies the thing that he .and they were agreed

vpon, forhelhouldthen haue all things readie according to

their platfourme. The meffenger offered himfelfe of puipofc

be taken by the emperours fcouts , and being examined wher-

fore he came thither, without the watchword , he praicd

pardon^promifing to tel the truth>and therupon confcffed, that

he brought letters to the captains ofthe Swiffcrs. At that word

his pardon was graunted him : and he plucking offhis neather-

ftocke,tooke out the letters which were fowed in the fole ofit,

the whjjpn werecaried to the emperourimmediatly. When he

had read them,althoughiic was in greatperplcxitie,yet was he

not ofopinion thatthey mould be fhewed to the cardinall of

Sion, becaufe he would not accufe a captaine offo great autho-

ritieamong the Swiflers,ahd_much lefle caufe them to be atta-

ched,for fcarc ofputting his affaires in daunger.But in his heart

he diftruftingthedifloyaltic of theSwilTers, he repalTcd the

mountaines againe,without making any further fpcech ofit,and

returned homeinto Germanic. Cjrta by the counfell ofCra/w,

vfed this policie tofaue Sardis fromfacking. He caufedit to be

cried by the found of a trumpet,That no manftiould conuey a-

way the bootie,becaufe a tenth part thereofwas tobegmen of

necefsitieto Ityirc*\ And for that caufe he fet warders at euery

gate, to feethat nothing fhouldbe conueyed away. He did this

to hold them at a bey,for feare offom mutinie,ifhe lhould haue

taken it from them by force. But when they faw the king did it

ofreligion and deuotion, they obeyed him without gainfaying,
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bymeaneswhereof,thegreatcftpartof the goods of thecitie

was faued.

Thus haueyouapart ofthcfeats of warre of times pafl, the

which I thoughtgood to adde vnto the antient quieke fayings,

and to the principall points of the goodlieft hyftories, to the

intent that a prince may find in one place, and take out of this

celler or warehoufe, whatfocuer he hfteth to choofe. For it is

farre eafier to take in one place, the wares that come from di-

uerfe parts ofthe world.than to go feeke them a farre off, and

in places riifperfed. Andyctisittonopurpofetofeekcthem all

in one place , vnlefle they be forced out aforehand, fo as a man
may put his hand to whatfoeuer herequireth. Forthatcaufe it

behouedmetovfeamethod, in referring euery hyftorie to his

proper place.There are many other points ofwarre to be found

in hyftories ; the which my haft to make an end of this my dif-

courfe, caufethmcto let alone, and to content my fclfefor this

prefent,to haue declared vntoyou the things that 1 haue drawn

out ofThtUrch, Tbucidides, and fome other authours thatcame

tomy remembrance.Alfo I haue left many, which you may fee

intlie McwifieurtAe lances Difcipline of warre.Ofothers I will

fay as an euil paintcr,That they lie hid behind theCiprescloth.

As touching the feats ofwarreofourdayes , I will notprefumc

to fpeake of them,becaufethey which are yet alme, hauefeene

thepraclifingofa great part ofthem , and can better and more
particularly report them,than they be written . And to fay the

truth,when I confidcred the feats ofwarre ofthefe times,! find

them fo honorable, that th ey be nothing inferior to thofe ofold

time.But itis better to leaue the reporting ofthem,to thofe that

were at the doing ofthem, than to fpeake of themlike a clearke

ofarmes ,for feare leaft it be faid vnto me,That the things were

not fo done as they be written.-The which I doubtnot but men
willthinkcjcuen ofthofe alfo which I haue here alledged. Bus

they be drawne out of fuch authors, as for their anti-

quitie and authoritie,haue purchafed prefcription

agamftallreproches.
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