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As for this matter of reaching a high shelf or attaching a cord to the
picture molding or any other reaching job, rely on a safe, firm, sturdy step-
ladder to stand on rather than a shaky chair or table. Every home needs a small
step ladder for such purposes. And most kitchens are more convenient with a step-
stool. The home carpenter, whether he is the young son of the family or his

ter, can easily build some safe, steady, step-up device like this.

We've discussed preventing home fires before, Much that we said applies to
tarns, scalds, explosions and similar injuries. These result from a big accident
like a fire in the home and from such a small accident as a pot of boiling coffee

3d over by a curious youngster.

Ask the firemen about the causes of fires in hones. They'll tell you that
nany a home has gone to ashes because of a lot of rubbish accumulated in the
cellar.

"Now, John, be sure to save all that good excelsior and packing paper in
those barrels. We'll find it handy to have next time we move.""

'That may sound like economy, but if John is wise, he'll persuade his wife
[
throw it out just the same. That quantity of inflammable material is too

dangerous to have around. So is rubbish of all kinds -- papers, soiled or oily
or paint rags, and so forth. Get rid of all rubbish. Tidiness aids safety.

Many of the most terrible accidents have come from cleaning in a room where
Jfoe gasoline fumes came in contact with a spark of some sort and caused an explo-

.
Safe cleaning fluids are on the market today. If you are cleaning clothes

at home or upholstered furniture or floors or anything else, use non-inflammable
cleaning materials. Don't risk your life or anyone else's by using gasoline or

ne. While we're mentioning the subject, let's remember also that starting
viving a fire by using gasoline or kerosene has been the cause of many deaths.

Keep a sharp eye on your heating and cooking appliances. Leaky or old gas
W)ing always is a hazard. In fact, neglecting even the slightest leaks in gas
lines is dangerous. Any room where you have a fire of any kind needs ventilation,
fit be sure the gas range or heater is never in a direct draft. A breeze may blow

;-n-e flame, especially if it's turned low, and then the gas will escape into
k -"-s room.

The fourth most frequent cause of home deaths from accidents is poison,
•st of the accidents are from medicines, cleaning fluids and so forth/ left where

^••uiren can reach them. Think of this! Forty per cent of the deaths from
-ling happen to children under fifteen. That's why it's wise to keep no

Aaonous substances in your house at all, if you can help it. If you do have

!
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che children. And have the bottles well

tv
d so tile adults in the family won't use them by mistake. A pin thrust
n the cork will warn anyone who is likely to take medicine in the dark.

Tomorrow: "How to Cook Fish to Conserve Food Value."




