" PRINCES LEARNING TO SWM

Wer Royal Highness of Wales Be-
"', leves in Having Her Bons Ac-
SO quire the Xnowledge.

= " Women reformers who wish to d®
.- eeally good work would do well to pat-
* " .tmrn by the Princess of Wales In at loast
' " sme of her fads, which is to impress on
- yyerybody in the United Kingdom tbe
.,  pmportance of learning to awim. Her
. guyal bighneas says it is the duty of
~swery mother to see that all her chtl-
C . dpen. girls as well as boys. acquire
. matatory skill at the earliest age po&-
_mible. She points to the enormous num-
iz wer of drowning accidents that mar the
& moliday season year after yoar, in the
« . Waited States and England, and sagely
" wemarks that if the mother of each of
¢+ the victims had insisted on the taking ot
“7% gwimming lessons early in life. most
7% the dedths by drowning would be
~mverted. And the . princess practices
"7 ~ahat she preaches. Her little sons,
. Prince Edward and Prince Albert of
Wales. began a course of lessons last
" smonth and already they are able to
geep themselves afloat in toleradly
~ wough water. It is their mother’s wish
" 'that they learn the art thoroughly. and
AT .before the summer onds they are to bs
W0 .taught to swim under water, to dive,
" Moat scientifically and drag one another
mshore. The princess is an interested
‘emlooker during every lesson. Her ox-
- .. mmple is being followed widely by fash.
' gonable mothers in London, and it is to
. be hoped the same s0on may be true of
. INew York. Of course, the moat expert
‘iqwimmer may drown under certain con-
ditions. but he stands a much better
.. <hance even when shipwrecked at sea
" ghan does one who cannot awim. There
‘ . mwre instances on record where three or
- gour sailers have been the only sur-
_ ' - “wdvors of whole ship's companies,
- simply because they were able to stay
.mtop the water for a couple of hours i
_ +%he middle of the Atlantic. ,

'WON BY DOG'S SOFT EYE.

“Medical Student’s Experience Curss
- . Him of All Desire to Become .
o Vivisectionist. '

* «No more vivisection in mine.” said
: @ medical student of Philidalphia. say3
_ the Philadelphia Record. “The story of
“- “why I've cut it out will doubtless cause
- pitying smiles among certain members -
Tii.of the fraternity. but I'm done, just the
smame. A week ago there came to my
- boarding house a little mangy cur that
" seemed to take it for granted that we
" ~pould give him a square meal, and we
'~ did. But he was healthy, and in two
"~ ~days fattened up 80 that the idea oc-
" ‘emrred to my roommate and myself of
making some experiments with the lit-
v&le beast. Before it came round, how-
... ever, ‘Bob. as the landlady’s little girt
.« 'had christened the dog. was something
: .of a favonite. He had no tricks that we
© #77-- mad ever noticed, but his soft brown eyes
7" and his eonfidence in us was rather dis-
‘tarbing.
“When the day came we took him to
" .. the proper place and put him on the op-
* erating table. He stayed there quietly,
- and 1 couldn’t help wondering if he
) " xnew what was in store for him. When
v ,* 7 mll was ready we approached him, and
< some instinet must have told him that
" something was wrong, for he turaed
7. toward me, sat up on his hind legs and
'~ jput up his paw! Then [ saw his eve,
moft and confiding, and I couldn’t se3»
- anything else. .
**] called my rmommate around to have
- & look. and Baob is still alive. If we can
-l bring it about he will dte of old age.”

" “;ALONE WITH SEA BIRDS.

Wi 4. 'Five Days and Nights Spent by Ad-
0o venturer in Their Lofty
et Haunts.

. "« As the most “climbable” and “‘camp-
L .mble” looking rock off the Oregon coast,
. we selected the huge stack of basalt
. ‘farthest out at sea, which was 236 feet
Wmigh and 600 feet in length. The rock
wose in abrupt cliffs from the sea, but.
~iglye south side was well ledged. writes
.*."W. L. Finley."in the Country Calendar.
With block and tackle we hauled our
‘boat 10 a table 12'feet above the beating
AT bsef the waves, and went into camp on an
- Sin e o~ welght foot ledge 40 feet above the water.
"o+ " For five days, we climbed alohg the
- marrow ledges apd photographed in this
.great seabird metropolis; for five nights
. wee slept, ot tried (o sleep, on this lonely
“ .\ gock shelf'in mid ocean.
I hope the:crowdfug, throbbing mul.
- titudes on Three Arch rocks may never
.~ e diminished in number. 1 can never
forget the pervous strain of gpending
-five days and pights in that densefeath-
.ered metropolls by the sea, The danger
_4p climbing ledges, where we had to risk’
‘Hfe and Nmb a dozen times every hour;
_the constant screeching of the fowls,
.~ «iay and night: overhead. seaward. land-
~ward, everywhere, a streaming and
..~ ealling pever for & moment intermitted.
-7 S But it was worth the Mardship just ‘o
<.~ :feal the charm of sensing pature in her
°, ; primordial state and to seé how she rev.
. ek in the wild life of the feathered myr-
“ jads that live on the cliffs in the midst
ol the sea.

» . Ancient Lawsuit. )
-~ Marquis de Viana and Count Torres
de Cabrera, two Spaniards of ancient
: lineage, are opponcnts in a lawsuit
"¢ wehich was begun In 1517 and is still
~.sub judice The case concerns a pen.
““sion and the accumulated sum in dis-
. pute would . have reached fabulous
v ‘millions had not four eenturies of at-
. .torneys, barristers and court officials
oxl s« gmken considerable measures of ap-

propriation to prevent it becoming
too unwieldy to be dealt with.

. " .. An tbe form of & ciger protector. a device

. ;4n permlt smoking while travellng at.
high speed; and the same device will
iLeserve also for the yachtsman,
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E

- . Notion for Motorists. - . T
i - .-More luxury for thc automobdilist. this

_i{PEARY AFTER THE POLE.

Many Great Difficulties in the Way
of the Explorer's Suc-

Now that the nose of Peary's Arctie
exploring steamship is pointei north-
ward, there 18 time for a sober ap-
praisement of the chances for and
against the achievement of Peary's
main purpose, says the Philadelphia
l.edger.

No expedition which has started
for the frozen north has been so well
provided with ship and engines es-
pecially designed to meet the condl-
tions to be. encountered, and few ex.
plorers have had the long experience
and training in the particular labor to
be performed that must be credited
to Commander Peary. The elements
of the experimental and the unknown
have been eliminated so far as |is
humanly possible, and, the enlistment
of the aid of the Arctic highlanders
adds a feature of strength to the
whole undertaking which it would be.
diMcult to underestimate. In attempt-
ing to form a judgment as to the
chances of success, we have to con-
feas that the whole thing rests upom
climatic conditions which it is impos-
gible to forecast.

Peary's plan, stated in the barest
outline, is to force his base—that s,
his ship and supplies, his dogs and’
sledges—to a position about three hun-
dred and fifty miles nearer to the pole
than bas heretofore been possible. In
this way he would avoid the long and
exhausting carry to the advanced base,
and would be in a position to make an
earlier start, with fresher force, on
the final! sledge journey over the ice
pack which he believes will bring him
to the coveted “farthest north.”

No particular difficuity should b8
encountered until the Roosevelt
reaches the head of Smith sound. at
about 78 degrees north. Other ves-
gels of much less power have gomne
farther. but from that point north-
ward the alternately wide and narrow
channel is filled with ice. If the win-
ter in northwestern Greenland has
been unusually severe even the Roose-
velt's engines may be inadequate to
fyree the barriers, in which event
Peary will be no better off than he
was when he was forced to winter on
McCormick bay. If, on the contrary.
he iz favored with open waters, he will
enjoy the enormous advantage indi-
cated. The other great element of un-
certainty is the ability of men, dogs
and sledges to travel across the ice
pack between the shores of Great
Land and the pole. Peary has tried it
and has failed, but his confidence in
his ability to overcome in the future
the difficulties of the past is the chief
feature npon which our hopes of suc-
cess are built.

In the last analysis any speculations
upon the outcome of an undertaking
a8 to which the essential conditions
o. success or failure are wholly un-
known must of necessity be akin to
the famous forecasts of the tmmortal
Bunsby. If all goes well, if the Ken-
nedy and other chamnels prove nav:
fgable. and if the ice pack on the polar
sea Is traversable, Peary may win the
goal. [f the barriers of cold and ice
prove to be too formidable, the pole
will not be achieved this time.:

TRICKS OF THE’ CHARMER.

Snake Lady of Side-Show Tells How
. She Manages Her Danger-
R ous Pets.

show was bellowing to the crowd that
the snake charmer within had a hyp-
nntic eye that cowed the venomous®
reptiles into submission the sturdy
personage herself was telling a curi-
ous visitor some of the tricks of the
trade, relates the New York Herald.
“The ouly secret of the game,” she
said. “is to attain a fondness for my
loathsome pets and a knack of hand-
ling them without arousing their
anger. When firritated they show it-
by a slow movement of the tail after
the manner of u cat. Indeed snakes
have many other feline characteris-
tics. When this occurs Y have to put
the snake back in the cage, for the
qu'ck tightening of the muscular colls
when [ piace the python around my
neck wculd be deatu to me.” '
“For this reason I have to have four
or more pythors. which represents an
investment of over two hundred dol-
lars apicce.  Th2 main reason. how-
ever, 1¢ that these constrictors eat

go on the sick list for several days
during digestion

“Waoere help is always handy the
pythou is not to be dreaded by a skill-
ed performer. Still, the blow that an
angry snake will deliver on the chest
is a triple extract of the shocks ad-
ministered by “Jim" Jeffries, a Mis-
sourl mule aud a racing automobile. If
the python couid tollow this up by cail-
ing about the body my bones would be
reduced to jelly in short order.

“\y biggest . onstrictor is now on
the sick Hat, as it 1s row dangerous
and venomous. The big fellow i{s now
totally blind, for he ic shedding the

strike out at the slightest provocation,
Ir a short while this reptile will have
a new pair of eyes and be my star
performer.”

New Times in British Navy.

‘The good old. idle. make-and-mend
clothes and call-the-watch days of the
navy are over and gone forever in all but
a few exceptional ships and billets,
Everywhere there s strenuousness,
Strenuonsness thar ean never be relaxed
now we havesomany rearivals treading
elose upan our heels.--Enelish Naval
Journal.
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RATS SUMMER IN CCUNTRY

The Rodents Seek Copl Air aad Be-
__turn When Winter Comss
_ Again. !
The fable of the country mousc and
the towu mouse has a foundalwon 1un
Mice occasionally migrate in
large numbers when food gruws scarce,
and traverse considerable distancests
#resh houses, Farmers in a part of
Perthshire, England, had a good roa-

son to become aware of this fact
when, & couple of yeara ago, vast
swarms of wmice invaded their corn-

fields at harvest time.

But the mouse only travels when f{t
has to. The rat, on the contrary,
sooms to take a yearly outing, in very
much the same fashion as human be-
ings do. Rats are the migratory
creatures of the world. Whole
troopa of rats leave the towns at the;
end of summer and spend a month ar
two in the country, apparently in or~{
der to enjoy the change of food which
the country affords at that time of the
year in the way of fresh fruit and
grain. Before the cold weather sets
in they are all back in their old quar-
ters.

Reindeer migrate with the same
regularity as swallows. They move
south when the winter seta in, but as
soon as ever the snow tegins to meit
they travel steadily north, sometimes
for as many as a thousand mites.

To end a holiday by deliberate sul-
cide is 80 strange a phenomenon that
for a long time naturalists looked up-
on the stories of the migrations of the
lemmings ss an improbable fiction.
Yet the facts are beyond dispute. At
{rregular intervals these ratlike
creatures start out for their homes

in the fastnesses of Northern Scandi- -

navia in huge droves, numbering tens
of thousands, and travel steadily
southward. Desath pursues them in a
hundred forms. Hawks and other
birds of prey hover abuove them.
Foxes, wolves and man decimate
them. Thousands are drowned in
rivers. Yet the rest struggle on until
they reach the sea. They do not stop.
They plunge in. swim out and strug-
gie on, until at last their strength
fails and they drown. Nnt one ever
returns from this journey of death.

HOW TO RELIEVE HAY FEVER .

Experiments in & Number of Cases
That Have Had Encour- .
aging Resuits. -
‘A few years ago Prof. Dunbar. of Ham-,
burg. found that by means of a solution’
of salt it is possible to extract from the
pollen of varieties of grass held respon-
sible for the disease a substance which,
through its effects upon the mucous
membrane of the nose or eye, hasshown
ftself to be the poison of hay fever.
Wwhat has beretofore been surmised
Ras now been demonstrated—that a pe-
is necessary to
contract the disease. Prof. Decker. of
Erlangen, has made a series of further
experiments and has publisbed bis con-

- elusions in the Munich Medical Weekly

Journal, He first vaccinated hay fever
patients with the serum prepared by
Prof. Dunbar. and regretfully ascer-
tained that the remedy did not always
produce the desired effect. He resorted
to another mode of treatment, counsist-
fng of a massage of the mucous mem-
brane of the nose. which must firgt be
rendered insensible by cocaine. The
massage is made by means of a prob2
covered with cotton. and is used once a
day. lastiog only from two to three min-
utes for each nostril; later one miuute
longer, o

The results so far observed in eight"
cases have heen very encouraging. anq
the favorable elfects have not only last-
ed for one year. but have also been no-
ticeable in the second year.

WORK OF BEAUTY DOCTOR
Oue Who Made a Good Complexion,
But It Did Not Prove )

~ Lasting. T

According to & woman who has made
the rourds in search of youih and good
looks. there is as much dizagreement
among beauty doctors as among doctors
of medicine, says the Philadeélphia Rec-
ord. What one will do to you and tell
you to.do for yourself is exactiy oppo-
site to the methods of the next yod
may g0 to. One specialist wiil, for in-
stance, massage the face with a solu-
tion in which alcohbol is the principal
ingredient, and another will tell you
that that is all wrong. because such
treatment is merely a temporary stim-
ulant to the skin and will leave it
worse than it found it.

“l went to one man,” £ays this ex-
perimenter, .“who, talking as he
worked, found fault with ali that othe
ers had done for me. As he talked he
kept manipulating my face with vari-
ous washes and olntments, and [ did,;
indeed. find, when [ sat up and looked
in the glass, that [ was younger and
fresher looking than any of the otaers
had been able to make me. When { got
bome, however, and had a good, close
look [ discovered that I was simply
painted. nothing more nor less, and be-
cause the stuff had been ro rubbed in
1 was a good two hours getting it off.

-7 Real Thing. “

‘":‘Nell——Well.' Mrs. Nurich was’ deter:'

mined that her summer hat should be:
more striking than Mrs. De Style, and
so it is.

Belle—It 13 What, that queer look-
ing thing with the bunches of greea
ribbons on {t?

“Green ribbons mnothing! They're
bunches of $50 notes.”—Catholle
g8tandard and Times.

‘ i -As a Rule.
“1¢ takes two to make a bargain. my
friend.” .
“Yes, but only one of ‘em gots {20
—Cleneland leader.

-~ dive of Egypi—he Jr.iled

. .
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BOLDIERS OF FORTUNE SEAhCK '
WORLD FOR A “STRIKE.”

Men Who Follow the Derricks Wher-

. aver They Are Erected—Some
of the Noted Oll Well A
' Operators. o

.The ol! man is the real Bedouin (;f
the world. He i3 a greater traveler
than the Arab of the desert ever was,’
Go to Pennsylvania, to Texas, to Cali-
fornia, to Japan or to any other place
where there are oil wells and you will
find the same faces, you will hear the
same talk of “working barrels,” *“pull-
Ing rods” and all that sort of thing,
says the Kansas Clty Star

A manb who would drop down in Ran-
goon to-morrow-—and Rangoon is “on
the road to Mandalay, where the fiy-
ing fishes play.” or go to Kurosaki, or
into Tamaulipas might expect to find
old - man John H. Galey, John Mark-
ham, J. C. McDowell, Hugh P. Brawley,
“The" Barusdall.

It gety into a man’s biocod. He fol-
lows the derricks and the screech of
the shackle ends naturally. He can’t,
help it. Take the case of John H.,
Galey. There is a man who is & multi-
millionaire. He needs no more of this
world’s goods. He has an independent
fortune.
discovered to-morrow in Kamchatka,
off in the snow and ice, John H. Galey
.would be one of the first men on hand,
and he would have the second or third
derrick erected in the fleld.

John Markham i3 another of the sole
diers of fortune. He toiled and sweat.
ed in the swamps of Louisiana and
Texas. drilled unprofitable holes. spent
his money and came to Kansas. Thea
he want to the territory. Before that i
he had been all over the worid. And he

knows things. He knows what the
East Indians drink in Racgoon to
quench- their thirst. He Knows how

they live in the temperature of 120 de-
grees in the shade, and he knows othep
things which have helped him W sucs
cess ia this country. .

John McCready. a canny Scot, has
dxilied wells for the Japanese govera-
ment snd has drilled wells for the
Standard Oil in Japan. He has been
all over the world, this driiler. He
knows the size of pipe. the size of the

casing and the cost of the well ia
every oil field in the world.

Then there is “Bill” Myers. He s
sometimes called “Windy Bill." He

has manufactured powder for the Unit-
ed States fleet in the Mediterranean W
salute President Loubet of France, and
he has done other things of note. He
pas certificates of honor from the khe-
yil
wells for the Standard Oi! company in
that country and got into trouble there-
by—and he is also an officer of a lndge
of honor of the sultan of Morocco.

“Bill" Allen is another of the globe
trotters. He has been in Mexico and in
Iodia. He can give you the informa-
tion of the wells in upper Burma or
the wells in Chelsea. Oklahoma terri-
tory. with equal tacility. And it is all
one to him where he is 80 long as he i3
putting down the holes. '

“Dick” Fowler is another. He has
been all through the Pennsylvania
fields and the West Virginia fields and
the Ohip and {ndiana fisids. and he can.
spin yaras by the hour. He knows dow
the Glvcerin man at - Bradfnrd wa3
plown up and how the other glycerin
man escaped how the sorings of one
of the glycerin wagons were located
under the can and how the other fel-
Jow had his springs three inches o the
right and thus saved his life. _

Hugh Brawley has been with the oll
compantes in Pennsylvania. Texas and
Kansas for more than ten years. Now
Be is in the gas business, but he has
besn around the world in the oil busie
ness. L

John T. Gaffey i3 ‘another one of the
globe trotters in the oil business. He
has been in the kyack fields in Alaska,
tn the Beaumont flelds, in the Louisi~
ana felds, in the Mexiran flelds. and
pow he has made a fortune in Califor-
aia and retired—temporarily. No man
wrho has ever got the fever in his bones
yetires from the ofl business perma-
nently. |

There is also M. L. Lockwood—his
real name is Marquis Lafayette—~who
has done all the oil fi=lds and is now i
Kansas. He is an old man as years go.
gray-headed and with a son old enoush
o vote two or three times, and yet he
ig atill following the flag of adventurs,
still after “the pot of goid which grows
at the rainbow's foot.” ' ,
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 Political Ambition. o

“eBut why.” persisted the questioner,
“do you want to bea senator? There's
little money in it. A man of your abil-
ity could make much more at almost
aoything else.”

«gir.,” replied the asplirant, “you seem
to think money is every man’'s ldol.f'

“{ beg your pardon. | meant po of-
fense.”

[ know you didn't.” said the other,
goftening. “‘In confldence, I'11 tell you
why [ want the senatorship. It will en~
able me to place about 30 of my poor re-
lations in government jobs, and them
'l be rid of ‘em.”—Newark News.

S
~ ... Ascent of Man. .

A gbod many people have not yet got
sver the monkey theory of descent. Thay
would be a grest deal put about if the re-
sult of Mr. Burke's experiment were tQ
prove that they derived their lineage
from some sea-slug.—Bystander.

Language of Sciepce. - . -
The time will come, perhaps, it it has
pot come already, when the man of sci-
ence w!ll speak in a language which the
m:dinary literary man will not be able

Yot il an oil field should be -}

w understand. —Ceylon Mail.
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“TRY TO MISLEAD DOCTORS

Too Many Patierts Refuse to Speak
the Truth as to Their
' Allmentas.

' It was late, the doctor's patients had

either passed away or were mending,
and he was sitting with a number of
hiy acquaintances iu a corner of the
<€lubroom.

“It's a atrenuwous life we lead,” droned
the man of medicine, “"with the grim
side turned uppermostas a rule,but now
and then we get a laugh out of it—a
laugh with the 1lid on, of course; we
can't afford to show we're amusged. [
vften wonder,” he went on, genlally,
“why scme of you chaps ever send for
a physician. You donit tell him the
truth once in 20 times. You're In a bad
way and you're sorry, and to hear you
talk I'd think your mouths were cold
storage boxes for butter. You suspect
that lobster or a rich sauce you ate the
day belore yesterday is at the boitom
of the trouble. You know what's curled
you up and you're frightened out of a
year's growth tor fear ['ll learn.

**Accordingly. instrad of taking me
into your confldence you tell me an im-
possible atory And if I cross-examine
you closely and hedge you in you'll re-
luctantly admit that you've been sume-
what indiscreet. You smoked four ci-
gars Thursday and took six drioks.
Doesn't it ever occur lo you that 1
know by your fluiters that you smoked
from breakfast to bed and took 16
drinks. and six more for good measure?

“If | were L0 believe you and dose
you for your ailment as you describe it
you'd never get well. Now and then [
have to give you strychnine and aitro-
glycerin to restore the action of the
heart, and to listen to yon I might con-
clude that you'd had too much pink ice
at a children’s party.

A8 | hinted, we doctors get some
fun out of you. but what do you do it
for? We were not always doctory, we
haven't always taken the best care of
ourselves, and we're not fools.”

RECEIPT FOR ST. PETER

Mormon Bishop Wanted Proof of
Polygamy for Heavenly
Inspection.

+ .

The following iacidént is relatéd by

~ Marion Bonsall. 1n the Housekeeper:

An arden: champion of plural mar-
riaze, a bishop who presides over one
of the wards of a small town in Utah,
vigorously anoounces his belief to the
world. This ecclese:stic. the husband
of several wives. is particuiarly fond.
in Sunday services, of . picturing ia
glowing terms (o his congregition, the
bleased day when “seven women shail
lay bold on the skirts of one man.” In

- one of his earnsst sermons he told his

congregation the following incident ra-
Tyine n hier-if0 whoeh U him was
not only perfectly serious. but s very
hold on “exaltation’ itself.

He had. at one time. been prosecuted .

and Aned for polygamy. ULpoa pay-
ment of his fine. he demanded a recipt.
After scme discussion it was given 1o
him by the clerk. who was much
amused by the incident. The bishop's
purpose in claiming the rece'pt. he in-
formed his congregation. was tha’
when he  met St. Peter in anoiher
world, and was asked if he had obay . d
the ceiestial order of marriage he
could rot only say that be had obayed
the divine law. but acrually prove by
the receipt, which he hield in his hand
that he had uanderzome persecution for
his obedience to the principie.

HOUSTON AT WHITE HOUSE

Champagne Ha Approved Of, But as
for the Olives—Not
for Him.

The story of the first dinner at the
white house eajuyed by Sam Houston.
the first governor of Texas. is wortb
recaliinz. 3ays aa exchange.

For the first time in his life Houston
tasted champagne, which ‘proved much
to his likiag. Toward the end of the
banquet olives' were handed round.
these being an article of diet also wot
rontained in the new governor's phil-
0snphy. .

He took an olive in his mouth. and
not liking the-taste, promptly returned
it to his plate. Just then the president
looked down the table.

“How are you getting on. Gov. Hous-
ton?’ he remarked. .

There was a moment’s silence as the
distinguished assemblage looked with
interested curiosity at this—to them—
new specimen of manhood from a dis-
tant and then comparatively unknown
part of the west.

“Wal. President,” tiie new governor
calmly replied, *'1 lixe your cider, but
d—— your pickles.”

Sy
#'% Trait of the Moose Bird.

$The moose bird of our Maine woods
is a curious bird,” said an.old hunter.
“you will ind it in almost any part of
the Maine countryside, more particular-
ly around the huating camps. 1 have

seen three or four of them at a time .

cbme up and sit on the window aill and

look into the earap solemnly and wist-

tuliy. Throw one a piece of meat or
other food that is too big for him to
eat. and he'll eat all he can hold on the
gpot and then carry off the other half.
They say the reason why the little pigs
don't eat it all up is because they can't
balance themselves. It appears to be
about the size of a bluejay, but really
it is smaller. Its plumage isn't quite as
brilliant as that of a bluejay, and it Is
much more modest and tasteful in mat-
ters of general deportment.”—Lewiston
(Me.) Jourual.

: Gives Up Title. i

Reginald
aire. soclety man, friend of King Ed-
ward and once a Bnston hroker, has
abandoned his title of ‘“count,” com-
ferred on him by Pope Leo X1II.. on ao-
oount of adverse criticism,
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" IMITATIONS OF LEATHER.'

Tricks of the Tanuer Make It Diffi-
cult to Tell the Substitutions ‘
“ ' from the Real. 1

‘Leather is becoming more and more
of a puzzle to retailers. Substitution
of leathers i3 now so deftly practiced
that undoubtedly many a buyer i»
completely fooled, says the Shoe Re-
tailer. The tricks of the tanners gre
inoumerabls, and as these are masked
behind the praciices of the shoe manu-
tacturer, the aboe retailer bas a tough
proposition -to ascertain whbether of
not he Is getting reat or imlitation
goods.

Cowhides and sheepskins are among
the cheapest of hides and skins 1o the
market, but by a few clever manipu-
lations tanners make them valuable.
A cowhide is tanned. Then it 18 put
through the splitiing machine, whick
machine is so delicately adjustable
that it will shave off leather as fine
aa tissue paper.

For the tanner's practical purposes
it splits leather into "any weight deo-
sired; a fine kid for a woman's 8hos,
a heavier calf weight for boys’ ind
men's shoes, or even heavier stock for
workingmen's shoes. The lght welight
split is given a vicl kid finish, the
medium a velour calf, while the heav-
lest weight may be grafiied. Otner
#plits may be chrome tanned and
given a patent finish, and may be sold
as patent colt.

A sheep leather, especially cabretis
stock. is made into imiwation of kid,
and large quantities of it are sold as
such. Sheep leather 18 aven given &
patent finish and soid as colt and
kid.

THE CRUELTY OF FASHION.

Slaughter of Waning Species of Bird
for the Decoration of Wom-
' en’s Hats.

The splendid snow:-white heron,
Knowhi as The American egret, one of
the few kinds which hear the aigrette
plumes of millinery and commerce. i8
among the waning species of America
—a victim of inexorable fashion, says
Herbert K. Job. in Country Lifeino Amer-
ica.

In 1903 the price for plumes offered to
hunters waa $32 per ounce, which
makes the plumes worth twice their
weight in gold. There will always be
men who would break any law for suchi
profit. No rookery of these herons
can long exist, unless it be guarded by
torce of arms day and night.

Mr. Job teils how he visited what is
perhaps the last large remaining egret
rookery in North America. '

It should _be remembered that these
plumes—which are varlously called by
milliners “aigrettes,”” “stubby” or
‘gepreys” and are dysd 1o whatever
color is fashionable—are boroe only
juring the nuptial season and can be
;ecured omly by shooting the biris
when they have assembled in colonlee
to breed.” when their usual shyness has
{eparted. owing to the strength of the
parental insitnct. Returning to thelir
nests. they are shot down aad thete
young are left tor starve.

DOGS USED AS CARRIERS.

Pressed Ints Service ty the Poorer
" Classes in Some Parts of
N _‘Europe.

But there are many countries and
many circumsiances where -the “pos-
gession of a horse or even a donkey
i3 beyond the means of those whe
gerve as carriers. [ am pot consid-
ering. of rourse, those rniighty carriers,
the elephaat. the dromedary and the
camel, writes Gerrish Eldredge i
“Queer Carriers” in St. Nicholas.
These are exceptional animals, as are
alsn the ox of our own land, tLhe
Ezyptian buftalo and the zebra ot
india. which are employed under up-
usual conditions. where great strengthe O
or endurance is required. In Germany
and other parts of Europe dogs are
in very genrral use among the poorer
classes as carriers; and. indeed. many
New Yorkers can remember-how, more
than forty years ago, the dog was very,
largely used by the ragman and travel-
ing peddlers of Néw York. Every
morning the little wagons, some withe
two and some with four wheels, would
come down the street, drawn by one o”
two dogs, and guided by a woman and
sometimes by boys. )

THE BIG ALASKAN BEAR.

His Skin Highly Valued by Sports- L
men of the World as & Lo
T!‘O];ﬁ—i. «;’:.:g R

f

Alaska is particularly rich in bears;
and most of them bhelong to & group
Xnown as the Alaskan brown bears, .of
which tbe Kodiak bear is one. ‘So wideis
his reputation that sportsmesn from ail
over the worid spend thousands of doi~
lars in order to add askin to their collec- %
tion of trophies, says J. Aldenioring,in 1
Recreation. The weight of a weil.known,
Kodiak bear is mot known. although
specimens have been killed that were es-
timated to welgh betweeu 1,500 and 1.800;
pounds, and some hunters claim that
they they will go as high as 2,200. While
at Kodiak several summers ago, [ meas-
ured the skiu of one of these huge ani-
mals which stretched the tape nine and
a half feet from the nose to the tall, and.

- ten and a half feet across the out-
stretchad front paws. Mr 'A. C. Goss,
who handlea all of the brown bear sking
that pass through the hands of the Alas-
kan Commercial company at Kodiak,
told me that he had seen skins that were
three feect longer.
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-" The Ever Faithful Delegate. E ]
“The wages of sin is death," erled the -
minister, waxing warm in his discourse. ' .F.°
‘““Thin we'll stroike until they raise e
thim,” sald the sleepy walking delegate,

dozing In the rear pew.— Puck.
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