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REFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

detry is simply the most beautiful, impressive,
d widely effective mode of saying things, and
nee its importance” —Matthew Arnold.

To a mind brooding on the silent beauty exhibited
the varied phenomena of nature, to an intellect
ving deep into the mysteriessthat lie in the inmost
orners of life, to a soul soaring high into ethereal
agions of religion and philosophy, to a spirit seeking
srgne rest in moral sanctity and Divine grace, noth-
1g appears so permanently beautiful, so certainly im-
sressive and effective as the study of a fine piece of
setry. Not only does a fine poem delight us by
oresenting a faithful picture of nature’s charms and
beauties but it also impresses us with the immediate
presence of a benign principle that manifests itself in
all that is bright and beautiful. While it thus kipdles
:n man the thought about a supreme being of un-
limited love and kindness, it calls forth also from him
.ove and sympathy for all animate beings which, like
svery one of us, pursue certain lines of development
and fulfil certain purposes in life each in its way. It
is this love, this sympathy that marks him out as
superior to lower animal kingdom, it is this special
quality that refines and enncbles his entire being. . °
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Further, the soothing power of poetry is gre:
and its influence on our mind is mild and sweet.
hearts eaten away by sorrow and worldly cares t
reading of poetry comes as a healing balm; to hea
.chilled by the icy hand of cruelty it appears like t
warming rays of the morning sun; and to hearts stai
ed with the blackest crime and the basest vice
comes' as the washing water of a crystal 'rill. A
How lovely are the changes wrought by poetry in tt
mind of man; and how profound and permanent a
the moral effects it brings into his inward nature!

To me the study of Poetry has been a wellin
fountain of delight and ever will it continue to bgs
to the very end of my life on this earthly plane. ?‘c
years together I have been devoting my time to ¢
close, careful and diligent study of the ancient classtc-
al poems of the Tamil language and have been drin-
king deep the ineffable sweetness that was there
stored in. The pure simplicity of thought, the close
and minute observation of nature, the vivid and sub-
lime portraits presented of the social, moral, religi-
‘ous and intellectual conditions of the hoary Tamilian
ife, the energy and artistic beauty beaming through

ith a sterling freshness, and last, but not least, the
great historic value which it possesses—all combine
to invest Tamil Poetry with a peculiar charm and
splendour that can hardly be surpassed by the poetry
of any great language in the world. These charac-
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wistics of Tamil Poetry accord to Tamil quite a
tique place in the history of cultivated languages in
1e civilised world.

But sad to relate that the Tamil poems prescri-
ed as text books for the B.A. and F.A, exami-
ations in the University of Madras, have attracted
ttle or no attention of the students, and that a study
f them has even been looked upon as useleSS and
‘resome by some who had been led to revel in
tories of a religious and mythological character and :
vho had thereby lost all seriousnécs and all appre-
fation of nature’s charms. This has be " ~Jue partly
) the teaching of the Pandits and the,, jky vol-i
mes of notes which mainly consist in gi},ing workfor
vord meanings and turgid and trivia ‘g‘grammati\ca'l
otes and partly to some prescribed Timil texts in
wose and poetry which, for the most part; coptain silly
:nd crude religious myths translated from Sanscrit
duranas and which by no means represent the frue
haracter of original Tamil classics. ..

[ do not mean, however, to deny th f2.4 that
ne or two classical poems are occasionall, prescri-
sed as text-books by the scrupulous membeys of the‘
F'amil Board, but I only intend to say that e‘\'ten these
orilliant gems get buried deep in the heap of fijthy
poems forthcoming as text-books by their siqe, The
sparkling glitter of the former is swallowed ap in the

" arkness of the latter; and the stud;lr/ of Tamil
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Poetry therefore appears to our gaze as though
were surrounded by an impenetrable gloom.
In spite of this disadvantage 1 had had a
“earnest desire to direct the attention of students to
sound critical study of at least the few prescribed text
of classical poems and see what effect would be prc
duced on them when they are taught in the light «
modern poetry-criticism in general. Although I fel
incompetent for the task, yet I ventured to maké th
attempt which, as | afterwards found to my grea
satisfaction, proved highly successful not only amon;
the studer” ‘er my College but also among thos
who sting outside the pale of university learning an
stug Tamil 1.0 Private out of pure love. The benefit
Ahat had accrjued to students from a critical and com
parative stud;’( of poetry b_écame patent and ever sinc
the time that ] attempted my critical method of teach
ing poetry m¥ scheme was put into practice only orally
But an occasion presented itself to me for bringing
my critical method of teaching into writing alsc,
While I was engaged in teaching Mullaippattu to my
students ¢f the senior B. A. class, they requested m.
10 write @ critical commentary on this beautiful idyl
on the ntW lines and subscribed in advance to defray
the cost of printing. In compliance with their request
I undertdok the task with pleasure and finished it. I
take this\ ‘opportunity to express my thanks to my
students of the semior B- A, class for this ar =
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other acts of courtesy and kindness they had extended
to me.

Mullaippattu is an ancient classical Tamil idyll
of 103 lines sung in honour of the Pandian King
Nedunchelian by his court bard Napputhanar. How
Nedunchelian, once having gone on an expedition to.
meet the combined forcessof seven powerful kings in
the field at Talayalanganam and routed them all in
the fierce battle that ensued, returns with great splen-
dour and magnificence and with trophies of victory
to kiss his loveliest wife and how this beautiful maid-
en that had been left alone in a country villa with a
deep sorrow at the separation of her beloved husband,
is lying down on her couch her chaste bosom heaving
up with a sigh of consolation at his shortly expected
return, are all related most vividly and very pictu-,
resquely in thispoem. The poem is remarkable alike for
simplicity of thought, beauty of expression and noble
sentiments. The imaginative hold which it has on the
mind of the reader is strong and elevating. The in-
terest of the plot is sustained throughout by the poet
with great delicacy and s;_ll)il_f_:ty that characterise a
me rhythm and harmony of style vary
every now and then and adhere closely to the digni-
fied march of the sense, while the diction, though
rugged at times, is, on the whole, chaste and elegant
 repleté with genuine elements of Tamil. The Sans-

crit words have mingled in it at the rate of two per
3
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cent, and hence the date of its composition falls about
the first century after Christian era.

In commenting on this excellent poem I have
followed the main lines of literary criticism incul-
cated by the able and profound critic Professor
William Minto; for his critical methods are authentic
and help much towards a true and clear understand-
ing of the work taken to be scrutinised. From this
critical point of view, I have given a historical
account of the age that gave birth to such a splendid
poem as Mullaippattu and of the influence which
that age had exerted on this poem. It must be re-
membered that the true nature of a work of art cannot
be comprehended unless the nature and conditions of
the times in which it had sprung are distinctly under-
stood. I have also availed myself of the grand views
expressed on poetry by such great masters as Milton
and Ruskin and have even translated freely into
Tamil one or two passages from their writings.

In my analysis of the poem I have adhered
closely to the original idea conceived and expressed
by the Poet, rather than follow the mangled and
distorted meanings given by the old commentator
Nachinarkkiniar. The old commentator, discarding the
the simple and natural order and setting in which the
subject-matter of the idyll is disposed, has torn the
excellently woven fabric of the Poet to pieces and.
glues them again together with his own vapid thought
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. i} such a fantastic manner as to make the poem
slem most unnatural and its structure highly ridicu-
lous. And in elucidating the text, I have, therefore,
inserted, wherever necessary, short critical notes
which would make the inaptitude of the commenta-
tor's meanings ateonce intelligible to all reflective
minds. Pandits V. Swaminatha Aiyar of the Govern-
ment College at Kumbakonam and Pandit C. Tiru-
chitrambalam Pillai of Coimbatore having been great-

y misled by the commentary of Nachinarkkiniar,
have in their editions, added notes which, without

" following the sense of the poem, simply mar the flow
and natural setting of its poetic thoughts. But of the
two | wish to recommend to students Mr. Tiruchi-
trambalam’s edition, since his comments and critical
introduction seem to me more valuable for a clear
understanding of the old commentary, though not of
the poem, than that of Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar. In
the course of my criticism I need hardly say that I
have differed as widly from the old commentator as
from the two Pandits, but | have fully stated my
reasons and authority for doing so.

I conclude these fe\y prefatory remarks with a
fervent hope that those Tamil students who take a
deep interest in the study of this poem, will find in
the following critical commentary a better means of

- getting at a true and appreciative knowledge of this
only genuine relic of a great and old Tamil poet Nap-



20

puthanar and will interest themselves by: furthet%
devoting a few of their leisure hours to the study of
Tamil classics and extend their knowledge of Tamil

wider than it 1s at present.

MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, '
28th Sey tember, 1903. } VEDACHALAM.

I
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