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| An Ideal Husband

A Flay
By
Ogear Wilde.

. f—

" A AMra. Cheveley

A speculation, sir Robert! A brillisnt, daring

specnlation.
Sir Robert Chiltern

Beliove mo, Mrs, Cheveley, it is & swinlle. Let

1is onll things by their proper names. It makes
matters simpler, We have all the informalion
abont it at the Foreign Office, In fact, 1 pent
ont a special Commission to inquire into-the

matter privately, and tley report that the works -

aye liardly begum, and a3 for the mrmey already

" subseribod, no one seems to know what has become
~ofit. The whole thing is a seoond Panama, and

with net a quarter of the chanee of success that
miserable affair ever bad. I hope you have rot
{uvested init.. I am sure you sre far too clever
to haye dons that. -
Mrs, Cheveley .

I have invested vary largely in if.
Sir Bobeit Chiltern

Who could have advised you to do such a
foolish thing. ?

- Your old fnand-aml mine,

Who?
Mra. Choveley
PBaron Ambheim,
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" 8ir Robert Ctiltern

( Frowning.) Ah! yes. I remember Learing, at
th: time of his death, that lie Lid been mixed up
in the whole affair. |
Mrs. Cheveloy

It was his last romanee, His last but one, to
do him justice. '
Sir Robert Chiltern

(Rlsmg) But you have not seem my Corots
yot. They are in ihe music-room. Corots scem
to go with ;nuuic, don’t they? BMay I show them
to you?
Mg, Cheveley

(Shaking ler lesd.) I am nol im a mood
to-night for silver twilights, or rose-pink dawns.
I want talk husiness. (Molicus fo him with her
{an fo ail ﬂown agan berid: her.)

Sir Robert Chiltern |

I foar I have mo alviie to give you, Alrs.

Chevaley, except to intercst yourself in something

less dangerons.

Tie suoceess of the Canal

dspends, of course, on the atlitude of Englund,

and I am going o Iny the report of tha Commis-
sioners before the House to-morrow night.
M, Cheveley |

That you must net do. In your owm iuteresis,
Sir Rolert, to say nothing of mine, you must nct
do that, | |
Sir Bobeit Chiltern |

{Looking at her in wonder.) in my own into-
rests? My dear Mrs. Cheveley, what do you
mean? (Sits down Deside her.)
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Mrg. Cheveley
Sir Roberk, I will be quite frank with youw. I
want you to withdrsw the report that you had
intended to lay before the Houss, on the ground
that you huve reasons to believ that the comm's-
 sioners have been projuliced or misinformed, or
somothing. Then I want you fo say a few words
" tothe effect that the Government is going to
reconsider the questirn, aud that you have reason
to believe that the Canal, if completed, will be of
You know thn sort of
of tlings ministers say in cases of this kind A
few ordinary platitudes will do. In modemn life
no'hing produces ‘such an effect a8 a good plali-
tude It makes the whole world kin. Will you
do that for me ?
Sir Robert Chiltern
Mrs, Cheveley, you connot be serions in making
me such a proposition !

great intemational value.

Mrs. Cheveley
I an quite se:jous.

Bir Robert Chiltern

(Coldly.) Pray allow me to believe that you

aro not.
Mra, Cleveley
(Bpeaking with great delibaration and empha-
gin.) Ah!but Iam And if you do whot I ask
" yom, I, . . will pay you very handsoﬁelyl
‘S Bobert Chiltomn.
| Payme?
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Yeu.

Bhﬂobﬁttﬂhﬂiam
Iﬁn:frﬁdldmtqnitumluﬂ whab you

SN, .

 Mrs: Ciwve'sy.

 (Eeunitig baek oir the sofs ibhd Jookiing a¥ hiiin. )
How voty &lsappofitiig] Add 1 have éotis aRl

tiis Way trpin Viewin #h Order (het yo shiould

HiofBugily imtratant mé.

Sir Robert Chittern

. IfearI domt

- Mra, Cheveley

(tnlm'nmﬁ nmeimisnt mmner) H]r M

Six Robert, you a1 a man of lhwor!d,md}'on

have your price I sapposs. Evarybody has
mowkdays. T driwback i§ that most people
are 50 dreadfully expemsive. I know Tam. I
hope you will be more reasonable in your terms.
Sir Robert Chiltern -

(Risss. mdlgnmtly) If you Will allwma, 1
will ﬂm-mhm You lLave lived
%0_lonz sbros, Mra, Obeveley, ihat you seem io
be tmable to realiss that you ae talking to an
Eligliih gentleman,

. (Détdihe kind by todching his arm with ber

fan, and keeping ib thete whils she is talking.) 1
- yealise that I am talking fo & maz who laid the
goundation of his forfune by selling to » Stock
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BECA.I]BE T used to shin
Peath and tle nouth «f H 11,
And count m, battle won,
“When 1 should see the sun
The hlood and smoke dispel.

fio Fe Mo Mo e

go Ko WMo Ko o

o iflo o Mo
Ho o

Mo Bo JHo o

Mo Ko Ho Ho

o Ho Mo Ao

(=)

Because I used to pray
That, liying, 1 might see
The (awning light of day
Sat me on my way,
And from my fetisri {reo.

-ﬂ-}a Ko {fo Ro Ro
o fBo Fo FHo
fio Blo Mo /o Ko

ﬁu. Ko Fo Ho
T o f8a Ho

so Wo Mo Hio

Ko e o

=)

Bucwise I used to seck

+ Your answer to my prayer,

And that

For strongthening of the weak
To struxg’e and despair.

| Ro Wo Zo Ro
o  no Mo o
o Bo fo %o NMio

your soul should apesk
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AT
w Ho

A)

- 'When I have need fo fight,
For Heaven or for your heart;

Agnins' the powers of light
Or darkuess, I shall smﬂie
Until their might depart.

€

Because 1 know the spark

Of God 1ias ho eclipse ;
Now, Daath and 1 embark,
An‘l sail into the dark

With langhfer on our lips.

@:. # {i]n 'E'I *I
e Ho o Blo o
e Me Heo e
e fio Mo i‘ Yo
Fio Hio Ho

Now, I have seen my

o
He 4o

Fo
Yo Fpo
Ao Lo
Ike 3o

20

Ko

By any hauds but thess,

()

fhe

{h)

shame,
That I should.thua deny
My soul’s divinest flame ;
Wmv shail T shout your name ;
an, slall Isack to die.

In batile or in flood ;
On any lands or seas
No more shall 1 share ease,

No more shall I spare blood.
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SEL His blood upon the 1080,
And in the stars foe glory of His eyes ;

His Lody gleams amid eternal snows,
Hig tenrs fall from thaskies,
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1 see HIS face in o-ery flower ;
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All pathways by Llis fect ari worn ;

ILis stromyr Lard stirg the *'r-bmhng pen,
His crown of thorns is twined with avery thum

1is cross is every 1res,
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I blinded my eyes,
And my ears Lslt;

I Lardened .m{ heart,
And my love 1 quenched,
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I turned my baok

On the drenm I had shaped,
And to this rond before me
My face I turned-

I sot. my faoe
To the rond hers before me ;
To the work that T s, |

To the death that I slial]l moat.
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NAKED I saw thee,
O teanty of beanty !

And I Blinded my eyca

For fear I vhould flinch.
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I hward thy musio,

O sweetness of sweetness |
Anl 1 shut my ears

For fear I should fail,
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I kisgsd thy lips,

() swactness of swostnoss !
Ang T hardemed my heart
For fonr of my raiu.
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