
Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) – Daily Map│05/01/2017 
Denmark – Peak water levels on 4 January 2017 (UTC) 

. 

. 
. 

SWEDEN 

• On the evening of 4 January 2017, an 
ongoing storm in Northern Europe 
caused a sea level surge, and thus severe 
flooding, in the coastal regions of 
southern Denmark, as predicted by the 
Danish Meteorological Institute forecast 
system. The Institute measured sea 
levels up to 1.77 m above normal water 
levels, with the highest peak occurring in 
Bagenkop, Åbenrå, and in 
Sønderborg.  The water levels reached 
heights that mark a 100 year occurrence. 

• The high water levels were caused by a 
low pressure storm system over the 
Baltic Sea, with prevailing northern 
winds that pushed sea water having 
previously entered the Baltic Sea via the 
North Sea back in circular motion. This 
massive movement of sea water created 
a bottleneck between Denmark and the 
rest of Scandinavia, resulting in floods.  

• Emergency preparations by national 
authorities were able to avert major 
damage, and no international assistance 
was requested. 
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Kolding 
22:40 - 163 cm 

Haderslev 
23:10 - 167 cm 

Abenra 
23:20 - 177 cm 

Sonderborg 
23:40 – 172 cm 

Fynshav 
23:10 - 166 cm 

Faborg 
22:30 - 168 cm 

Bagenkop 
23:00 - 177 cm 

Rodby 
20:20 - 168 cm 

Hesnaes 
18:00 - 169 cm 

Rodvig 
17:10 - 166 cm 

Koge 
17:00  - 157 cm 

Dragor 
16:40  - 146 cm 

Ronne 
18:20 - 120 cm 
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