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Oct. 11, 1937
The War Department

Views Concerning the Attitude of the Fmuire tow=rd
srbitration or Intervention by America, Zuropean
Powers or the League of Nations in the Sino-
Japsnese lIncident.

Jecislon

I. The Empire will forcibly reiuse and exclude any intervention
or pressure oy America, Or Burovean Powers, or the League of Nations
iy, connection with the Sino-Jepensse Incident but will accept veace-
recommending arbitration after it nas achieved the object of its mili-
tary movements against China.

II. This orincivle, upoon being confirmed after delibveratien oy the
three departments of the Lavy, army and Foreign Affairs, shall be senl
to the necessary envoys in foreign countries with orders to act 1n
accordance with 1it. |

As for GERIANY and ITALY, we wiil inform them of this decision
at an avoropriate time and require them to suppert our assertion.

The Main Points of Our Reasonus.

I. The cooveration of England aid Anerica and the meeting of tae
gignatory powers ci the iTine-Power Treaty —— 2l1ll these recently increasing
signs snow that the powers and the League of latione may interfere or
arbitrate in the Sino-Janonese Incident.

Such interference eand arbitration oefore we accomplish the purpose
of our military movement will never make CEINA feel contrition. MNore-
over, we ourselves will forcibly prevent and reject them if they are
not impsrtial peace-recommenaing aroitration /proposals/ even after we
ove accomplished the ouroose of our military novement because this
would be iarowing awsy the results O all our orevious efforts. BSut we
find no reason for rejecting Just, ace-recormending arbitration as it
may facilitate negotiation between JaAral Therefore, if such
cauntries os GERMANY and ITALY, though they are not so powerful as LNGLAND
and AMERICA, should come forwerd as erbitretors 2t the request of CHINA,
we are sure it would be the better on account of their svecial relatilions
with use.

II. Though this princivple 1is cencrally eccepted Dby all people, 1t
is not yet decided upcn as the national attitude. Therefore 1% shou.ld
be negotiated among the taree departments of War, Navy and Foreign Affairs
and become the foundation of the diplom-tic meessures of the countrye. Suy
we snould be coreful not to oublish it 100 hastily, nor to speak of it
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to the Powers, as it may give them the impression that Javen ig anxioue
to bring the incident to a close. Nevertheless, we think it advantageous

that we should give it special consideration in respect to GERMANY and
ITALY,

Very Secret Aooroved by the
Minister on Oct

In the Matter of the Course Decided uoon to be Taken by the

mperial /JAPANESZ/ Government Concerning Mediation or Inter-
vention by Third Powers in Connection with the Sino-Japrnese
Irncident.

Decision of the three Deocartments
of War, lhavy and Foreign Affeirs
on Oct. 22, 1937.

With tha progress of the Sino-Jasvanese Incident, EIGLAND, SOVIET
RUSSIA and the UINITED STATES gradually showed indicetions of inter-
vening in the Incident. If we come to look at such things as the
decision of tlie League of Nations and the invitation of the signatory
vowers of the Nine-rower Treaty, they are either intevention or arbi-
tration founded on 92lacing Japan from the first in the oosition of 2
lefendant. It was natursl that we should reject them from the first.
With the advance of our military movement, when its ouroose shall de
practically attained, the NANKING Government, under the oressure of our
force, will in their nerrts want to suve for pveace with us although they
are ¢0D0liged to assume outwardly a strong attitude. The goodwill offices
of ENGIAND, UNITED STATES and other third parties, in such a case, will
be advantageous, if their means vere oroper, to be used to drrw CHINA
/to the negotiation/. If GERMANY and ITALY, who sre on friendly terms
with us, should act as ervitrators 2t the reauest of CHEINA, it would de
excellent.

Suclr deing tne cose, we want to decide befcrehand uocon the follow-
ing orincivles among the three departments of War, Navy and Foreign
Affairs a2t this time:

l. We onsitively refuse and exclude hasty intervention or
arbitration by third parties in con.ectior with the Sino-Japanese Inci-
aent, dut we may acceot impartial veace-~recommending cservices from thira
parties at a time when we have nearly achieved the ourpose of our mili-
tary movements toward CEINA.

e The aforesaid volicy shall te sent to our goprooriate envceys
in foreign countries and they shall be instructed to take measures
accoraingly. 3But we snould avoid nublishing it too hostily or meking
it known to foreign governments because *this is not an advisable measure
ag it may give them en imoression trat we are in a hurry to conclude
the Incident because of some werkness within cur Empire. We should
aveid that and notify the aforesaid policy beforehand only to GERMANY
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and ITALY on some proper occasion anq.take such measures as might induce
them to act according to our wishes.

3. A# to when we should recognize that the purpose of our
military movements toward CHINA has pearly been eccomplished, or that
we had better notify the oolicy to GERMANY and ITALY, this will be
decided as a result of consultation pmong the three departments of
War, Navy and Foreign Affairs.
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