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June 6, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STATE-WAR=-NAVY=CORRDINAT ING COMMITTEE

Subject: Memorandum for the Secretary of State (SWN-
L339) 27 Mey 1946, transmitting the views
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff concerning
the resumption of French customs and frontier
control over United States personnel,

Insofar as it may be affected by the proposal,
the Department of Stete is 1n sgreement with the
views of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on the resumntion
of French customs and frontier control over Unjited
Stetes personnel insofar as they approve the sug-
gestions contained in CM«IN=3551 and cell for
additional exemptions with respect to bearers of
official documents and to official United States
shipments. This would sppesr to be largely e
militery matter, since such civilians as enjoy
immunities of this nature by the terms of the
French Civil Affaire agreements of 1944 ere attached
to our military forces. Where Department of State
personnel is concerned, no necessity is perceived

Or such as mey be assimilated to the armed forces
to recefVe special immunities SenaTEE—odetirimtast
which they do not already receive under existing
non-military arrangements.

With respect to the reservation of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff concerning the permenent surrender
of immunities secured by the terms of the French Civil
Affairs agreements of 1944, the Department of State
believes that this point might perhsps be satisfactorily
covered by the inelusion in the new agreement of a
stipulation to the effect that it is operative until
further notice.
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UCONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding General, U,S, rForces, European Thcecatcr

{0¢ Joint Chiefs of Staff

) of 5-1952 16 April 1046

Reference: fourth indorsenent this headquarters filc
LG 371.2 GBI-AGO, dated 18 February 1946, to basic letter,
Hecadquarters Europcan Division Air Transport Command, filc
370.2, dated 20 November 1945, subject: "Proneh customs and

ot h"’*L‘;-

sceurity control of airborne forcign passcngers."

Because of repeated reports from the French Ministr-
-1 Interior concerning customs frauds in which U.S, personicl
~re Implicated, this headquarters is willing to allow thc
French authorities to cxercisc customs control over all U.S.
personnel, including thosc in uniform, traveling into and out
of’ France. The following procedurcs Wwill apply:

A. All persons serving in or with U.S. forces will b
subject to the customs loaws of France for all propert:-
above that which they carry for their personal needs,
cxcept those traveling under the provisions cf subpny-
greph B and E below,

B. On completely U,S, military trains, there will be
ne French customs dheck,

C. On civilian trains, 2ll persons serving in or with
the U,S, forces who are traveling individually or in
small partics will be subjcet to French cugstoms insncctions,

D, At other crossings on the Froneh border, all persons
scrving in or with the U.S. forces who ope traveling
1ndividunlly_or in small partics will be required to holg

at customs berriers and will be subject to French

Customs inspectione. All individuals will be required to

carry competent authorization for the travel.
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E. All U,S, convoys or troop movemcnts traveling into
or out of France will not be subjcet to French custona
inspection, They will be passcd by the French customs
cgents by the identification and proper documentation

cf the convoy commandcr,

The nbovc proposel 1is prescnted for your final decision,

Because of the urgency of further French demands sub-
scquent to the dispateh of our rofcerenced fourth indeorscnonce,
1T 18 requested that this hcocdquartcers be informed of your

acecision as soon as possible, Subjeet is resuaption of

I'rcnch customs nnd fronticr control over U.S. perscnncl.

Signed Mclinrncy

UM=IN=-3551 (18 Apr 46 )




