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MEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRLTEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PLCIFIC)

C/0 POSTMiSTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTEREOG.TION NO, (USSBS NO, 22) Place: Tokyo
NAV = 3 Date: 15 Oct. 19453 0900-1200

Division of Origin: Naval fnalysis Division,
Subject: The Battle of the Philippine Sea, 19-20 June 194..
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Vice [idmiral T, 0Z.WA, IJN, Commander in Chief of the Japanese Task
force in subject battle, Service Career of Vice .dmiral T, OZilA,

past 10 vears: In 1945 Vice Admiral OZALW.L, then Professor at the Naval
Academy, went to command of the heavy cruiser MiYA, The next year he
took command of the battleship HARUNA., In 1937 he became Chief of Staff
of the Combined Fleet, =2nd the next year became Commander of a cruiser
squadron, In 1939 he became Principal of the Torpedo School. Next
yve~r he commanded the First Air Squadron, In 1941 he was Commander
Battle Squacdron, and in September of that year he became Principal of
the Naval "ar College, In October he became Commander of the Dispatched
Fleet to the South (Expeditionary Fleet), going to SAIGON, INDO CEINA.
In December the war storted. July of the folloring year he came back

to TOKYO and was appointed to the Staff attached to the Novy General
Headquarters, In November 192 he became Commander in Chief of the
Third Fleet, ond in lMarch 1944 Commander in Chief of the Task Force,
formed for the first time, which was composed with the Third Fleet as
the Main Body. In November of the same year he became Vice Chief of

the Navy General Headquarters, and in May of 1945 he became Commander
in Chief of the Combined Fleet,

Where interviewed: IMEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Rear Admiral R. A, Ofstie, USH,
Interpreter: Lievt, Comdr, D. Bartlett, USNR,

fllied Officers Present: Captain T. J, Hedding, USN; Captain D, J, McCzllum,
UsSN; Lieut, Comdr, J. 4. Field, jr., USNR,

SUMI"ARY

The Battle of the PHILIPPINE SE. occurre” on 19=20 June 1944 in the
sen. are2 west of the MARIANLS, and duvring the U.,S. landing operations on
SulPill, Major units of the opposing Fleets were engaged., On the first
day, Japanese coarrier cireraft, coordinated with shore based Naval aircraft,
carried out a large scale attack on U.S. Task Force 58, Approximately 400
enemy circraft were shot dowm, with only moderated U.S. oir losses and minor
damace to our surfoce vessels. U.S., submarines sank tro Japanese aireraft
carriers on thils day. On 20 June, at about sunset, U.S. carrier aircraft
attocked the Joponese Fleet, sinking one carrier, seriously damaging o sec-
ond, and damaging two or three accompanying tonkers,

fdmiral OZili, who commanded the Japanese Fleet in this action, dis-
cusses Naval planning for tris operation and movement of forces to the battle
~ren, oand elves details of the engagement on both days and subsequent retire=
ment to home waters, He touches briefly on later planning, and of fers mis-
cellaonesus comment and opinion on various features of the war.




TRANSCRIPT
Plans And Early Movements .

Qe Admirel Ozeowa, today we propose to discuss the First Bat le of the
Fhilipine Spa, 19=20 June 1944, At the beginning of this oper~tion,
soy about the 16th of June, where were you based, and when did you
start on the ensuing operation?

A. The entire flecet was at TAWI TLWI., Left there on or about 10th
Junc (not sure of exact dote), fueled in GUIMARAS STRAIT, and then
south of MASBLATE on to SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT, then due east rcefueling

at sea at about Long, 130°, After refueling startcd battle here
(rcferring to chart) at about Long. 135° , Details are uncertain and
aprroximate,

Q. Why was TAWI T.WI your base?

4 A, Becauvse the original plan was to go out south of MINDANAQ to approach

y cither the Western CAROLIIES or the MARIANAS, If this was impossible
. or inadvisable we meant to go through SURIGAO STRAIT, TAWI TAVI was
! thce best location to meet these arrangements,

Q. That was thc information on vhich this plan was bascd; why did the
Task Fearde levve on the 10th of June?

A, The first possibility was that the American Fleet would come up frem
NEW GUIIEA to attack PALAU; the second possibility was that the Fleet
would eome to thce MARIANAS, A radio from SALIPAN stated thot your
foree was coming to the MIRIANAS, so the Task Force left TIWI TLWI on
rceelpt of that information,

Qe At that timec were SAIl BERNARDINO and SURIGAO STFATESmined?

Lio There were Japanesc mines in both passages in certain places,

Q. That was the status of training of tle Alr Grovps when you left TAWI
TLVI; do you feel they were well trained, eompletely trained, or what

was your viev?

A. The training was very insufificient because the adrfield at TAWI T.WI
was still under construction,

Q. Had the Air Groups done some treining at SINGAPORE previeus to that?

LA, The First Squadron only had troined at SING/PORE; the 2nd and 3rc
Squadrons were trained in JAPAN,

Q. £11 pilots, however, could land on board in the daytime?”
A, Yes, they were eapable, but not at night,

Qe That were the basic plans for defense against American landings in the
MARIANAS, and by whom were they prepared?

[is There were land-based planes at PALAU, Y.LP and GULM. They were
here under direct command of the Combined Fleet, and not under Admiral
OZAWA. These air forces, coordinating and cooperatiry with the Tagk
Force, were to conduct opergtions against the /[mericcn Task Force,
This was the original plan of the Combined Fleet Headquarters,

Q. This was the AGO Plan, issued by Admiral Toyeda?
As Yes, and Toyoda made the plan,

Q. Did you have a confererce with Ldmiral Toyoda, before the operaticm,
regarding this plan?
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A. The tvo Adwirals had had no conferenrce; Admiral Toyoda was in JAPAN,
Admiral OZA"A was in SINGAPORE when the plan was originally received.
It was an order from Admiral Toyoda, o

Qe About when did the order come out?

A, Perhaps the end of April or berinning of May.

Q. You nentioned that the shore=based air force was under C-in=C Combined
Meet, Vere they all Navy, or Army and Navy?

A, All Navy planes,
Q. There were no Army olanes in the Islands?

A, There were no Army planes,

Q. What was Admiral OZAWA'S command status relative to trese planes; could * lf
he crive direct orders to trem himself or ¢id he have to go back to L
Admiral Tovoda? * . {

A, They were under command of Admiral Toyoda.

Q. That was the means of arranging coordinated action once the operation
started? Did Admiral OZAWA have to fo to Acmiral TOYODA to direct them?

A. The command was issued by Admiral TOYODA, and idmiral OZAWA was trylns
to work along tkhe line of that command, fs to the details of how the
cooperation was done, I ¢o not remember,

Q. That I meant was, could .idmiral OZA7A make decisions effecting shore-
based air without reference to Admiral TOYODA?

L, That was done, The First Fleet Headquarters was at TINIAN, and the
C-in=C of the First Air Fleet had the cdirection of the Air Force of
all land=based planes,

Qe Vhat was the approximate strength of the aircraft of the First .ir
Fleet in all those islands? |

LA, Altorether tle land=basec planes totalled about 500 but reference 1is
mace to Captain OHMAE for details.

Qe Vas that part of the AGO Plan?
Ay Yes,

Qe Admiral, will you outline your initial plan; how you intended to strike
et the becinning, and what you intende¢ to accomplish here?

, . - ' !
A. The first purpose ras to attack the American Task Force in cooperation ;
with land=-based planes, The second consideration was to attack the
landing force with the Second Fleet, \

Qe Thet Information ¢id you have as to the strength of the imerican Task
Force?

Ae I received information that one Task Force was around here, about 200
miles south, and acnother Task Foree —ras northwest of SAIPAN, These were
reports from land-based scout planes. | '

Q. To go back; when you sortied from TiWI T.'I what did you think the total
imerican strength was? " :

Ly I did not receive any detailed information of the fmerican Task Iorce
but was inclined to think that the vhole /merican Task Force was coming,
complete, with about 12 or 12 carriers,
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TRANSCRIPT_of Interrogation (Vice fdmiral T._ OZABL,
First Day, 19 June 1944.

R, Phat losses did you have on the first day and when did they occur relative
to the tim- of inltiating your attack? |

A, Two carriers were sunk that day, the TAIHO and SHIKOKU,

Q. Give me details sbout the simking of the SHIKOKU,

A, She was sunk by a submarine at one o'clock in the afternoon (not quite
sure of detsils; was far from the scené), The first wave of planes had
left the ship, and the submarine attack occurred before the second wave
was launched, The first wave had not yet returned. I received a report
that the carrier —as afloat 2 or 3 hours after the hit,

Q. As for the TAIHO, what happened there?

A. It was e submarine torpedo at 0900 on the 19th., 411 the gasoline spread
around in the hanger deck, exploded, and hecouse of this exnlosion the
TAIHO sunk at perhaps 1100.

Q. Before launching the first —rave?

A. After the first wave left and before the second wave was launched,

Q, The Admiral then transferred to what ship?

A. He transferred to the ZUIK.KU by means of a destroyer.

Q. During this period when ships were lost and the lst and 2nd waves of
planes were sent out for the attacks, was the whole disnosition fairly
close together, say within 50 miles?

A, Witbin a range of 100 miles, the entire formatian.

Q. What were the first reports you had of the results of the air attack on
. the American Task Force; when ¢id you get the report and what were they?

A, I did not know until this operstion ended and the planes returned, In
other words, during the action I received no report of American camage,
and never did receive full information, |

Q, Lbout how many planes did yov send out; ho' many waves and how many
planes?

The lst waye was Q0 plongs oret, not gud
s ¢ 290 plone ﬁi;,szﬁeb%gﬁ& ot guite

ne wave

2f§2i ¥ R

a,very_few,ﬁianes.on accovnt of - earriers being sunk, perhaps gbout

100,
Q. The other plangs sank with the carriers?
A. Yes,

Q. Lbout what totnl &f plames did you have in o1} the ships before you pame

A. We brovght altogether about 400 or 450 planes.
Q; Aqd.of those planes ho‘ many returned from the 1st and 2nd waves?
A, I'do not recollect; but very few returned.

Q. Did you know whether a considerable number had gone in and landed at
« GUAM? Did you get, reports from GUAM?

A. I received a report to trat effect, I think they landed at GUAM =nd
TINIAN,
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Ho~ were plans changed ns a result of first days action?

The plan was changed to such an extent that the next day the ships were
to go baeck rest to refuel and then try to attack agains There Tere no
changes in m»asic plan but a necessitated change in Japanese movements,

Pid vou receive any new directive or intelligence from Admiral TOYODL
~8 o resvlt of the first day?

I rcceived no report from Admiral TOYOD. directly as a result of the first
dars ocction,

hen the lst and 2nd waves were sent out, what were the flight commanders
orders; vhnt were they to attack, first priority, = what was the plan?

The mcin orcder mas to attoek the ecarriers in conjunction with land=based
plones; only to attack the carriers. Also the land=based planes were to
attack corriers,

This is the point, if attacks from all the planes were to be coordinated,
ng an effort made to strike ot the same time?

The plones mnde formation (rendezvous) in individual squadrons, and every
squadron as to ke 1es individuzl target, ' :

Second Dav, 20 June 1944
The next day you had very few planes; about how many left?

Pcrhans o 1little less than 60, perhaps about 40 planes left on the
ZUIFiKU of the entire First Lir Squadron, Jbout the same number of
nlanes left in the lst =2nd 3rd Squadrons,

hat vas your plan to employ those planes on the 20th?

The dny of the 20tk was occunied by refueling, and keeping watch cgalinst
submarines, Next attack wos intended to be made on the 21st.

Miring the day of the 20tk while refueling, etc, nnd until late in the
¢y, “hat informotion did you have on movements of the U.S. Task Force?

american scout planes interfered -rith the fueling operations, ancd the .
force had to go still further west. Mueling never was accomplished, and
abovt evening the .imerican bombing attock was received and resultecd in
the loss of one carrier in the 2nd Air Squacdron,

That was the HIYO?
Yes, and the JUNYO received serious camage. By result of that attack we
nad to change the refueling and attocking plan altogether, We abandoned
riginal plans and retired to OKINAWA; and at the same time I received a

Cispateh from J[dmiral TOYOD. that we should sbandon the attack and return,
. e |

That nicht you received the dismateh?

In tte evening of the 20th I received orders to similar effect from
emire]l TOYQDL,

J1th resvect to the HIYO, can you tell me the details of the damage;
"1d you sink her or did she sink from torpedo or bombing attack?

She snnk on cccount of the damage, mostly by bombing,
1o7r soon dicd she sink?
Perhaps 1=% hours: she had very insufficient defense equipment because

1t as o converted coarrier and had insufficient compartmentation and
wrotecetion,
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Q. Now with regard to the JUNYO. How much damage was done to her, and did
you tow her or could she get away herself?

~

She received a bomb to right of the bridge aft. She received another
bomb in some part, but even though damaged it did not affect the speec
of movement or affect maneuvering., On account of the damage on the flight
deck she could not use the airplanes,

»
- . - e

Were there any other ships ddmﬁged in that attack, that you know of?

O
& a

As I om certain them was no other damage on the other ships.,

Q, That applies only to the 1lst, 2nd and 2rd iir Squadrons; or does it in=
clude the Support Force?

Ae I remember clearly there was no other damage,

Q. Did you have reports on the tankers, which were near you then? Any
damage to them? '

A. Yes, I received a report on the tankers; 2 or 3 tankers were damaged.
Q, The entire Fleet moved then to OKINAWA?

A. Yes, 2ll the Fleet retired to OKINAWA,

Miscellaneous-Battle Comment,

Q. Yhet was the first time you thought you knew that the .merican Fleet had
you located? |

A, After 5 or 6 hours after we left SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT, I thought we were
found by an limerican submarine or shore watchers.

Qe You had radar in all your ships then?

L. A1l ships were equipped with racdar, but I was very doubtful whether or
not our men had mastered the use of radar,

Q. In other words you had no reports by your om radars of any of our air-
craft coming over and picking you up?

A. e got it not from radar but from interception of dispatches.
Qe That was the day before?

L. Five hours out of S.N BERNALRDINO,

Q. .bout midnight of the 18tk = 19th, the night before the engagement, one
it of our patrol planes picked up your force, Did you know that?

Ao Mo, I Aid not know that,

Q. Did you observe radio silence from the time you sortied until the time
the action was initiated on the 19th?

A, Yes, but rather think 1 did send out some radio message on the night of
the 18 T

Q. For what reason did you break radio silence; was therean important
message to be sent?

A. We sent a radio to instruct the land=based airnlanes where to attack
the /imerican Task Force,
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Q. Asking them where, oOr telling them the location of our Task Force?

v Telling them mainly the place. Tt s already understood that the

i e

~ttacl vould be mode in early morning., These instructions were sent
to coordinate the nction of land-based planes,

Later Plans, liovements, and General Corments

5. fter retirement to OKIN. A, what steps were tren token to make new
nlans as a result of this nction? '

.

The Force refueled at OKINAWA and received order from Admiral TOYOD4
to return to the INLAND SEL.

is @

Q. Di¢ vou tren have o confercnce with Admiral TOYODA, or what was done
to prepare new plans as & result of the MARIANAS bottle?

.. T revorted verbally to Admiral TOYOD..

0. iné Afmirnl TOYODL then issued neu nlans?

]

v ropiral TOYOD. issued a new order, I didn't have any conference with him

*L . el

on this plan, and had no voice in framing the ner plan,

Q. "hen vou first approached the MIRILMLAS the night of the 18th = 19th with
vour plan of attackins by 2ir and tren brineine the Fleet in during the

final aporoach, was the intention to come in stroicht toward SALIPLN, or

------

to erme from the soutk or from the north in a flanking attack? In other

words, were you going to go 1h straicht, or come from the sice to pet the
tronsports?

The vlnn was to go direct, It wouls take too much fuel to toke the long-

er Tovie, ~hieh hod been corsidered, but re planned to go in straight

nd e did not change that plan during the approach. FPerbaps & little
souther.y sag in the line -of npprooch for the snke of ~ir cover, but in
he m~in plons ~greed to were strnight nppronch,

il 0

Qe Vh~t dote did you get bnek to the INLAND SEA from OKINAVA?

e repched OKINAT.L the 22nd or 23rd, immediately refueled and departed
cither that night or the next morning for the INLLND SEiL.

b @

Q. Tret is the Third Fleet, or the Third and Seconc Fleets? |
Py Botl,
Q. For long did the Fleets stoy there in the INL.LND SEL?
L. About 10 dnys for the 2nd Fleet; the 3rd Fleet carriers stayed there,
Q. The 2né TFleet then went where? ;
. | o | ‘.

L. e 2n Tleet ond 3ré Fleet, excepting the carriers, stayed there about

ten doys and then 21 ~“he cble ships except the carriers of the 3rd Fleet

joiued the 2nd Fleat and departed for SING.PORE, i

Q. Tre 2nd Tleet stryed in SINGAPORE untll ‘dbout time for the sortie for
the Philivpine landinget '

L

Lo They steyed in SINGAPORE and LINGG. ~nd ERUNEI B4LY.

£

2. Ho ' long did tre Fleet sty at SINGAPORE?

L. Tre Fleet went to the SINGLPORE crec where camage "OS repaired for the
stins requiring it, and tr-ining wns~uncertoken at LINGG. by the balance
of the Flset, '

ne7 plen put out by C=in-C Combined Fleet = /émiral TOYODL; what
the substcnce of that plan?

o Rl

Q. T}.'C
S
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There was a new plan, dependent on the location of ZAmerican operations.
I think the plan was divided into three possibilities: 4n attack on the
PHILIPPINES at LEYTE or around MINDANAO, FORMOS4, or OKINAWA.

Th-t was the "SHOW plan of operations?
It tas the "SHO GOW operation. ;
111 you express hriefly what, in your opinion, was the effcct of the

Battle of the CORAL SE.L in May 19422 TWhrat was the effect on planning;
did it couse JAPAN to go on the defensive?

T +ns in SINCAPORE at the time SO 1 do not know exactly what kind of
sffect that battle had on the plansi I do not think that the Battle
of the CORAL SEA affected future main planning.

Nor the same trhing with respect o the Battle of MIDWAY in which the
four carriers were lost; hov co you feel about that?

T think that on account of the result of the MIDVAY battle the planning
for future operations was Very difficult on the side of JAPLN.

De you mean that at that point it had changed 1o the defensive?

There~fter it became necessiry to consider the naval operations as moin-
1y defensive on ~ccount of loss of A carriers.

Dorm in the South Pacific in the SOLOMONS, in the RABLUL - GULDALCAN.L
area, there was a long neriod of fighting night cctions in which we

lost many ships and JLPLLY lost many ships. Did thot long period of attri-
tion have some predominent effect on operations?

JAPAW lost quite o ferr ships, also damaged air force which macde future
planning more difficult,

That is your personal opinion as to the relative importance to the whole
«ar of the loss of Japanese naval strength in ships, thke 16ss of naval
-ir strength, loss of merchant shipping, and loss of <8 b

First is the air force = the comage to air force means cdamage 1o all
the rest, The other three are all dependent on camnage to the air force,

Mo~ again dorm in the SOLOMOIS, sy the RABAUL - GUADALCALNAL area; yo=
h~é heavy air losses there and for that reason that was an important
campaign, is that correct?

Due to the domage of air forces thev could not very well replace ailr
forcee y They could not replace
the plones therefore they covld not replace anything else successfully to
keep up the strength of RABLUL,

tireraft or pilots?

Same thing with pilots.

Throughout the P.LCIFIC side of the operations, exclucing CHII'L.; what

wag the approximate percentage of Japanese Naval aviation os against Jap=

anese LApmy aviation that was employed?

If you inclule CHINA, then the forces of 4rmy anc Navy are sbout equals
Rut if CHIN. is excluded I do not know,

asn't there o precominance of Naval aireraft in the TRUK = RABAUL area?
After MIDVALY there were very fev carrier pilots who were assigned land

h~ses in the SOLOMONS arec; nearly all of trem were reserved for other
carrier cuty. Excluding CHIN. but including BURML, JAVI anc 1. LAY the

dﬂ
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Novy and army were ~bout equal, But if you mean the Pocific Ocean area
—ithout the MALAY ARCEIPELAGO, 1t -ng nlmost exclusively Navy. There

‘ e seme Lrmy air strength in the NEW GUINEL area, toward the enc¢ of the
SOLOMONS ownerationse

2

_ ifter the occupntion of the MARIANAS did you feel there was any reason=
~ble chonece of defeating our Fleet, or of destroying our nir forces?

L. I 7id not know much about the replacement of the airplanes, but I thought
£ the land=based airplanes were prepared to such an extent that they -
could counter Lmerican attack, then I thought there was & fair chance of
defe~ting the Lmerican forces.

Q, To go further then. After the 2nd Philippines operation in October
194/, when ycu had lost four carriers, then you had no streneth to fe=
fent our Fleet except with shore=based ~ireraft. That was the plan then,
to use shore=bosed aireraft?

S Thot mas then the only -ray to ~ttnck the American force, with shore= r
based nlones. o

. . » . *

0. In your persconnl opinion was there any particular outstanding weakness ¢

or strength, one way or the other, in the lmerican Past Carrier Foreoes?
In other ords, whot were the menkest ond the strongest features of the
!merican fast carriers?

Ay The porticular strengtlh of your Task Force is the use of radar, inter=-
coption of rodic mesSOECS, -nd intercepting by rocar of Japanese air
~t1-~cks which they can cateh and destroy (Mect un") whenever they —ant
to. That is the strengthe The reakness we noticed in the berinning of
tho campnign was the slomess, the lack of moneuverability in case of Tor=
pelo attacka Torarcs the end maneuvering "pbility immroved anc we could
new successfully deliver a torpeco attack in sirength enough to sink

, azryching,

0. Whan was construction qork on new Japonese Carriers discontinued?

A. I @0 not know the ex~ot cdate of the discentinuance of building new
snrriers but think that up to the very end of the war o very high priore
ity wvos given to this construction.

0, Waen did the Noval iir Foree shift from the cnrriers to shore bases; ot
;um;=ﬁximttelyffﬁmrt'time?

A, Right ofter the second Philippines compalgn they shifted to = defen=
sive plan, 7ith carrier planes shore based.

(i'~te., Intcrropation of Ldmiral T 0Z.VA to be continued on Tuesday, .
30 October 1943, at 0930)




