HEADQULRTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTIASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 152 PLACE: Tokyo |
DATE : 27 OCTOBTIR 1945

Division of Origin: Basic liaterials
Subject: Manchvrian Light and NonFerrous lietals

Personnel interrogated:

Iir. R. SHIMADA Forner president of the Manchvria
liining Co. Retvrned from IKanchuria
in 1942. |

lr. M. NAKAJILIA Tokyo Branch lianaecer of Manchuria

IMaenesivrr Co. Retvrned from lManchuria
in lay 1944,
lir. K. KISHEIINOTO Secretary to Ilir. Y. Aikawa

Mr. LILKINO Tokyo Branch lanager of lMenchuria
IlZining Co. Ltd.
I're Ko SA:A Tokyo Branch licnager of lianchuria
Light lMetels Co.
Iire H. KAVAI'URA Tokyo Branch lianager of Japan-lianchuria
Trading Co. Ltd.
Where interviewed: Shirokiya Departrient Store
Interrogator: Lt Rs C+ BEYER
Interpreter: Lt. BOHLNION, Iir. KISHII.OTO

£Lllied Officers Present: Mr. Donald COL'ELL

SULILLRY

A written request for information on the capacity, pro-
duction, < all non-ferrovs installations, exports and imports,
and detailed plant information wes submitted to the rien inter-
rogated. Their reply will evidently be based on scraps of
records they possess and on nmenory. The lisnchurian Government
made it illeral for any details of plant equipment, produvetion
etc., to be transmitted to Japan. L1l the men interrogated

clained that the deteciled infornation requested of then was
not evailnhle anywhere in Japan.

Distribution:
A1) Divisions




INTERROGATION NO. 152

Production quotas for each lianchurian Company were set by
the Fanchurian Covernment which in tvrn had received requests
cither directly from the Japanese Government or from the Arny,
(renerally throuch the Kwantung Arny).

The shipping for the non-ferrous metals (with the exception
of alvminur and ragnesiur) was handled by the Japan-lanchurian
Trading Co. However, the Navy took over the handling and ship-
rient of mrch lead, and the irmy of molybdenum, so that the
Trading Co.'s import and export figures cre incomplets.

Licht ond non-ferrovs metals produvction in lianchuria was
alrost entirely in the hands of the Manchvria Indwvstrial Develop-
rent Corporation (I'angyo). Ten precent, it weas estimated, was
hondled privately. The subsidieries of Iangyo in the production
of the 1li~ht metals were the lMenchuria lagnesium Co. for nag-
nesivni, the lMronchuria Licht Iietals Co. for alvminrm and alumina,
and the l’anchvria l'ining Co. for the other non-ferrous metals.
The llanchuria Lead Co. hed nmerged with the llanchurie kining Co.
in 1944, Corpletely outside the jurisdiction of Iiagyo wes the
Iianchuria I'ining Developrient Co., 211 the shores of which were
held by the lMenchurian Governrent. This latter company owned
. srelter and refinery -t likden,

The only ragncsiun plent in operction was at Yinckow,
Production was begrn with noagnesite ond changed over to sea
woter. Iiitsubishi wos brildines 2 plent thirty miles north of
Dairen but it was never finished. This plant had a Euvropean
market before the ortbreck of war, bunt with the outbreak demand
fell off for a time ~nd the company was tryins to promote all
kinds of mses for resnesium. As the war advanced, however,
Japan eagerly borrsht the entire supnly.

Alvr.inrr and al'riina oroduced at Frshun from shale was of
high quality ond they were very proud of it. At one time 1,000
tons of alwninous shale were inported fror North China, but
tronsport~tion difficvlties prevented the continuvation of this
proctice, and local shales were vsed thenceforth. Approxinately
30 percent of the inzot was shipped to Japan, the rest consured
locally. Its chisf use was os a substitvte for copper wire in
the power indvstry. Ir. Nakajima clezined the aluninum produced
had an electrical conductivity of 61% of copper. There was no
alvninm rolling equiprent in lManchuria. The Antvng plant,
ownzd half by Sunitomo and half by l.angyo never wes finished.

Zinc wes exported to Japan as concentrates. The New Jersey
voertical retort plont rt Koroto never went into opercotion.

. lMenchuria ne:ded arornd five tco six thousand tons of
recfined copper. Her nining resovrces linited her to 4000 tons

and refining cepacity to 2600 tons. The difference was imported
from Japan.

Lead wes shipped to Javan as ore.




