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A D D R E S S 
TO THE 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETi 
OF LOND ON; 

Delivered at the Anniversclry lMeeting on the 24th May, 1847, 

BY THE 

RIGHT HON. LORD COLCHESTER, CAPT. R N., &C. &C. &C. 
PRESIDENT. 

GENTLEMEN At the commencement of the Address which I had the 
honour to deliver last year from this chair, I alluded to the expeditions 
then in progress, or under consideration, for the exploration of COUn- 
tries still little known, and frorn whose success we might hope largely 
to augment our stock of geographical knowledge. 

The medals this day presented to Captain Sturt and Dr. Leichhardt, 
for their discoveries in Australia, prove these hopes to have been not 
altogether unfounded, and the researches of Sir T. Mitchell in the 
country lying between the routes of these travellers, largely increase 
our knowledge of that great continent, and lead us to augur favourably 
of the success of the new enterprise in which Dr. Leichhardt is now 
engaged. 

In Africa our expectations have been disappointed by the abandon 
ment of the proposed journeys of Mr. Duncan and Lieutenant Ruxton; 
the first not having yet sufficiently recovered from the effects of his 
former journey to face again the dangers of that deadly climate; and 
the latter for reasons not communicated to this Society. We learn, 
however, that a French officer, M. Raffienel, already known by his ex- 
plorations in Senegambia, has set out on the arduous task of exploring 
that continent in its greatest breadth, from W. to E., between the 
parallels of 10? and 15? N. lat. 

The attempts of Mr. Brockman to penetrate into Hadramaut were 
frustrated by the unsafe state of that country, and we have reason to 
fear that there is no likelihood of any European traveller being able at 
present to succeed in such an attempt. 
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We still continue without accollnts of Sir John Frank;lin and his ad- 
venturous companions, but as his ships were fully stored and provisioned 
for three years, and we may reckon that whatever can be obtained 
from the united efforts of skill, science, and daring, guided by experi- 
ence, will be performed, we may still be permitted to hope that success 
will eventually crown their arduous effiorts, and we may rely upon 
Government's adopting every practicable means of filrnishing supplies to 
such points of the coast as they may be able to approach, if prevented 
by insuperable obstacles from completing their passage to Behring's 
Straits. Other explorations in those icy regions are also in contem- 
plation, to which I shall hereafter allude. 

OBITUARY. 

I must now, for a moment, call your attention to those eminent per- 
sons of our own Society, or of foreign reputation, whose loss we have 
had to Iament during the past year. First among these must be placed 
General Sir George Murray, whose name will be long remembered by 
his countrymen at large as one of the most distinguished of those great 
warriors who contributed to restore the blessings of peace to Europe, 
and as subsequently presiding over the colonies of this empire, but who 
is more especiaIly to be remembered here, as giViDg to this Society in 
its infant state the advantage of that great reputation, by accepting its 
Presidency in 1833. 

We have also been deprived of the Duke of NorthumberlaIld, the 
Earl of Yarborough, the R;ght Hon. Thos. Grenville, Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Tindal, and Sir George Gipps lately Governor of New South 
Wa]es. Of distinguished foreign geographers we have to lament the 
great EFussian circumnavigator, Krusenstern, an horlorary member of 
this Society, and to whose kindness we are indebted for a beautiful 
facsimile of the imous Pizzigani map, constructed in the year 1367, 
of which the original is in the ducal library at Parma, and of which a 
more complete notice ib to be found in the Address from the chair i 
1843; three other copies alone are said to exist. 

We have also to regret the lo.s.s of the Baron de Minutoli, who is 
said to have collected at Berlin a library of 40,000 volumes, one-fourth 
consisting of Oriental manuscripts. 

I am happy, however, here to state, that the death of Monsieur BoIl- 
plalld, the corllparlion of Humboldt in South America7 which had been 
publicly announced, has been since contradicted. 

I must also record the loss sustained by the death of the Rev. T. 
iBrockman, who, after the failure of his attempt to penetrate into 
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Hadramaut, continued exploring the coast of Arabia, and was unfor- 
tunately attacked by fever at Wady-Beni-Taber in Ornan. His effiects 
and papers having been forwarded to the British authorities in India, 
we may hope to benefit by the information obtained by Mr. Brockman 
during his long sojourn in Southern Arabia. 

OUR OWN LABOURS. 

Durint, the session which is about to terminate, various papers have 
been read, and formed the subjects of discussion at our evening meet- 
ings. Of these I will briefly mention a letter from Colonel von Hel- 
mersen lo the Society, remarking upon the great similarity between the- 
Australian mountains and those of the Ural thain (being alike in direc- 
tion, height, and geognostic character), and expressing his conviction 
that auriferous ancl platiniferous :sands will be found in the former, as 
they are known to exist in the latter ran,,e; he concludes by stronbly 
recommending a strict examination with a view to aseertaining whether 
such be the case. 

From Sir J. H. Pelly we learn, that the Hudson's Bay Company 
have fitted out a well-equipped expedition for the purpose of surveying 
the hitherto unexplored portion of the coast at the N.E. angle of the 
American continent. 

The Journal of Captain Sturt, giving an account of his explor- 
ations irl the interior of Australia, has also been read before the 
members of the Society, and will appear in an early number of our 
Journal. 

To Colonel Jackson we are indebted for a paper on the history and 
description of the various systems of representing hills, and the irretu- 
larities of the ground in general, on topographical maps. This paper 
may properly be included under the head of physical geography. 

A very important paper by Dr. Beke, on the sources and affluents of 
the Nile, and which will be found in the forthcoming part of our 
Journal, has justly claimed the attention of the Society, but as this will 
be very shortly in the hands o{' the tnembers, it would be supererogatory 
to dwell at any length upon it in my present Address. 

An account of a voyage up the Tigris, by Lieutenant Jones, has 
formed the subject of an evening's discussion. 

A memoir on the great river of China, the Yang-tze-Kiang, from its 
mouth to the outlet of the Poyang Lake, has also been read to you. 
That portion which was aseended by our fleet in 1842, as high as the 
city of Nankin, has been accurately surveyed by Captains Bethune, 
Collinson, and other officers of the navy. The upper portion is 
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described from the journals of those who accompanied the British 
Embassy in 1816, which ascended this magnificent river from the 
mouth of the Grand Canal at Kwa-tchoo to the outlet of the Poyang 
Lake. 

A memoir of Baron Wrangell's, " On the best mode of reaching the 
North Pole," proposes to effect this object by means of dogs and 
sledges. The Admiral founds his hypothesis on facts collected by him- 
self during a three years' navigation in the Polar Seas, and his plan is as 
follows: " The ships of the expedition are to winter near the Esqui- 
maux village under the 77th parallel, on the AV. coast of Greenland. 
There should be previously despatched to this point 10 narty (a parti- 
cular kind of sledge), with dogs and active and courageous drivers, like- 
wise stores and provisions. Itl the autumn, as soon as the water freezes, 
the expedition should go to Smith's Sound, and from thence further 
towards the N.; on arriving at the 79?, it should seek on the coasts of 
Greenland, or in the valleys between the mountains, a convenient place 
for depositing a part of the provisions. 

" In February the expedition might advance towards that place, and, 
in the beginning of Mliarch, another station, two degrees further N., 
might be established. From this last point, the polar detachment of 
the expedition would proceed, durinD March, over the ice, without 
leaving the coasts, or keeping alonO the valleys, or on the ridge of the 
mountains, as may be found ulost convenient; but deviating as little as 
possible from the line of the meridian, and sh0rtening the distance by 
crossing the straits and bays." 

The expedition, to reach the Pole and to return must traverse, in a 
direct line, nearly 1200 miles, and, irleludinn all deviations, perhaps not 
above 1530 miles, which AdmiralWrangell considers would be very prac- 
ticable with well-constructed sledges, good dogs, and proper conductors. 
While on the stlbject of Arctic exploration, we may briefly notice that 
Captain Sir John Ross, of the Royal Navy, so well known for his 
atteml3ts to discover a North-West Passage, has wtritten to the Presi- 
dent of the Royal Astronomical Society, informing that learned body 
of his proposal to the Admiralty to proceed to Spitzbergen, for the pur- 
pose of measuring an arc of the meridian, and of endeavouring to reach 
the North Pole on sledges drawn by Swedish horses. Sir John con- 
ceives that former attempts have failed because a wrong season was 
chosen; he considers the months of April and May to be those best 
suited for the purpose. He proposes xvintering at Spitzbergen, so as to 
start from thence at the proper season. 

Papers on the N.W. coast of :13orneo, by WIr. W. S. Harvey; on the 
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volcano of Saddle Island, by Lieut. Barker; Otl Dr. A/Iorse's system of 
cerography; and one fulnishing the details of a route in a part of the 
Sahara flom Ghat to Tsvat, have been under consideratiorl. 

The Society has al30 had brought before it a paper by Governor 
Intrram, on tlle Gaml)ia rivel and Settlement; from this we learn that 
tleaties have been conclllded witll matly of the slall states on tl-le 
banks of tlle Gambia for tlae extension of our comllleree alld tlxe total 
extilpatioll of tlae slave trade. Governor Ingram gisTe3 uFs sollle ̂ ely 
}leasillg alld satisfactoly statements collceraxil, tlle condition of the 
liberate(1 sla^es, colonized on tlle leanks of the rixrer. 

And, itl conclusion, you 11alre lately hearel a very detailed paper o 
tlle Physical Geography of Lower Canada, by Mr. Atittich, (lescribill:, 
tile climate, the general fezatllres, allA the productions of the thlee por- 
tions ilsto wllicll, f)r tile pill'pOSeS of his sllbject, lle di^Tides tlle countlr. 

BIARITIME SURYEYS. 

Gome. Tlle surveys of the coasts of the Britisll domilliolls, under 
tlse clirectiorl cxf the Admiralty, WlliCll were fillly detailed ill tlle 
Atl(lress of last year, continue to le prosecute(l, with tleir accustollled 
zeal alld al)ility, by tlle officers elllployell on tllem, but tlley presellt 

eslr features requi}ing special notice. 
Ibreig^s-Captaitl Sllllivan has rettlrned from his labours on tlle 

rinTt?r Plate, and has made a most illteresting sketcl-l-chart of the 
Parana as lligh as Corrientes. Captain I)enham has also retulned, 
llavint, fillished tlle sursrey of tlle coast f'rom Cape St. I'aul to the 
risJer t111^ 

AUSTRALIA . 

AusteXszlia.-By recent accounts from Austlalia l\Je leal n that 
Dr. Leichllardt proposed to start, in October last, Oll a new jollrney of 
exploration into the interior. Captain Sturt's expedition having shown 
tllat the interior, irl the long. of the head of the Great Southern Gulf, 
is a desert, at least to lat. 24', it would be useless to attempt to cr(3ss 
tlle contillent ill tllat or in a higller latitude: Dr. Leiclhardt }IAS 

arrant,ed tlle following plan; llamely, to proceed at once to lat. 23o, 
lv}lere in llis last jollrney he found tlle l\Iackenzie and Peali range; and, 
as tlle 3Iaclienzie sas sell supplie(l ̂ ^rith wzrater, to folloxY it u) to its 
sources, rllich he calculates on findillg alsout 80 or 100 llliles to tlle 
estxvard of the spot where he before first came to that river. He 
considers l-le shall then be al)le to ascertain whether the western 

l'OL, SV1I. C 
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branches of the supposed watershed go down to the southward to join 
the system of the Darling, or whether they turn to the northward and 
form the sources of tlle largest rivers of the head of the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria. Should the latter be the case, and should the country be 
sufficiently well watered, he would proceed to the westward, keeping 
tlle same latitude, and endeavour to reach the waters of the N.W. coast. 
But should want of water not pertnit him to continue his journey to 
the westward, or even to the northward, he will then retrace his steps 
down the Mackenzie, and follow the track of his last journey up to the 
Burdekin, shere it is joined by the Cape in lat. 19? 12'. 

Ill following the latter river, Dr. Leichhardt entertains no douot of 
finding the heads of the Flinders, after crossing either a table-land or 
a dividing range. He then purposes contiIluing his journey to the 
Albert, following up its course to ascertain tlle latitude of its sources 
and the nature of the country. The whole of the journey, lle hopes to 
perform in two years. 

Accounts have very recently been received of an important journey 
performed by Sir T. Mitchell, with the object of reaching the Gulf of 
Carpentaria from the Darling, of which I must endeavour to give a 
sketch, although we have not yet received the details, except throug} 
the public prints. 

Sir T. Mitchell started from the ,junction of the river Macquarrie 
with the Darling, in lat. 30D 6t S. and long. 147? 33'; proceeding to 
the N., he crossed the Narran Swamp, and thence ascended the river 
Balonne, to a hill rallge ill lat. 26Q 33t and longX 149Q 2'. This he 
named " Fitzroy Downs." Beyond this range a river was discovered 
flowing to the S.5N ., fully as large as the Darling; it was called by the 
natives Maranoa; and was afterwards found, as well as the Balonne, 
to join the Darling. From hence Sir T. Mitchell traced the Maranoa 
upwards to a chain of mountains with volcanic summits; passing be- 
tween these and a l;gher range towards the coast, he at length reached 
another chain of mountains extending westward, about tlle 25th 
parallel of latitude. A diicult sandstone country succeeded; on 
emerging from its ravinesS a river, the Belyando, was struck, flowing, 
wllen first seen, to the N.W. The expedition encamped on it, in 
lat. 240 O', and long. 147? 17'. After following its course as far N. 
as 21? 30', it turned to the N.E., and was recognised as the river 
" Cape " of Leichilardt. 

Hexlce the party retraced their steps to the camp in lat. 24? 3O'. 
The syphon-barometer gave the mean height above the sea of the 
range crossed in lat. 25? as exceeding 2000 feet. 
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Starting afresh from this camp, Sir T. Mitchell reawohed a gap in 
the westerly range, in lat. 24? 50', and long. 1463 42'. On aseetlding 
the rallge he saw open downs and plains, with a line of river in the 
midst, extending to the N.N.W., as far as the horizon. He pursued 
the course of this river during ten successive days, the furthest point 
rhich he reached being in lat. 24? 14', and long. 144? 34'. Here 
frnm a rising ground lle could trace its donnward course far to the 
northward. A range, showing sandstotle clifEs, appeared to the south- 
ward, in about lat. 24? 30', and long. 145? 0Z. Sir T. Mitchell 
describes the whole of this country as the best watered portion of 
Australia that he llad seen. New birds and new plants mark this out 
as a region differerlt from any previously explored.* He feels convinced 
that the estuary of this river is in the Gulf of Carpentaria; and, at 
all eve-nts, that the country is open and well watered for a route 
thereto. 

From this point Sir Thomas was ohliged to return; antl his account 
of his journey was forwarded from the depat on theDarling, from 
which he originally started. 

This journey is not only exceedingly interesting in itself, but, consi- 
dered in connexion with those of Sturt and Leichhardt, completes our 
knowledge of the general physical features of the S.E. portion of Austra- 
lia, which lllay now be considered as one great basin, watered by the 
Darling and the Murray, and their llumerous tributaries, all rising in the 
eastern or coast range; wllile the zvestern side is a desolate country, of 
lomrer elevation, deprived, so far as we know, of any rllnning streams 
We are happy to learn that that able geographer Mr. John Arrow- 
smith is preparint, a new map of this country on a large scale. 

EUROPE. 

Frclnce.-M. Vivien de St. Martin has published the fifth sexies of his 
( Nouvelles Annales des Voyages ;' and the same indefatigable author 
has also given to the urorld his ' Recherches sur les Populations du 
Caucase.' 

M. J. J. Nicolas Huot has rendered an important service to our 
science by a translatiorl into French of Pomponius Mela's work, ' De 
Situ Orbis.' The translation is enriched with numerous notes, while 
many obscure passages in the text haxe been elucidated. 

XVe are happy to see, by the ' Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie 
de Paris,' that attentioIl is being awakened to the important subject of 

* The natives were few and inoiCensive. 

c 2 



XXXV1 LOI'(I CO L C lI E STE R S Adslr ess--Etcx ope. 

gfeographical orthography. The advantage of ulliformity itl the spell- 

llg of the names of places must be evidellt to a]l, and tllis advarstage is 

still furtlJer enhanced l)y attelltion to laroper oltllographsr. Of all tlle 

various wrays in w}lich a name may be writtel1, there can be but olle 

that is correct, al1d the d;scovery ancl acloption of this one is certainly 

an object to +rhich, as geoDraphers, ̂re callnot be indiSerent. 

Tlse Abbe Roudon 11as addresseet a lllelnoir to tlleAcadenly of 

Sciences of Palis on the dere1lmination of a fixed fir3t meridian, lout 

we hale not learllt tlie result. 
Spaaaz.-From our corl espondinD luember Onl1 Jose cl'Urcllllll we 

learn, that tlle principal luaster of the AIsetlm of EnOineers at AIadri+l 

has publisllecl moclels of Tenerie and Villa Franca di Nis, llaade ly 

llimself. 

Tlle Geoglapllical Dictionary of ATa(10z, mentioned ill my Ad(lress 

of last year, is proeeedil1U, steaflily: follr x olumes are already pul)lislleal, 

and the fiftl-l is ill tl1e press. The rorlK i.s to col1sist of 18 volu1lles 

Tlle great lllap of lAIajorca, i11 4 slleets, illllstrated svilh vie\\ts of Pall1la 

and soll1e otl-ler to^^rns, +^as to be ptlbli.S1-leel 011 tl1e 30th of Aplil. 

Itczly.-A larU,e lap of Italy, ols a seale of 2 8 olo o ox iS in the course 

of execution, under the direction of the Imperial l\filitary Institute of 

Wrienlea. In tllis map Rome constitutes the meridiall. 

A Inap of Italtr, in 28 .sheets, on a scale of 5 5 51S5s, Icas just beerl 

colllpleted l)y tlle Messrs. Civalli, of SI!lilall, mrllo hasre dedicatecl tl-e 

+nrolk to the Chevalier Adriell de 13albi. 
Captain Arregoni lsas aIso publisbed at MiIan, remarkable alike fol 

its correctness al1(] tlle beauty of its execution, a map entitlecl ' Carta 

Postale dell' Ita]ia dietro i Inigliori rnateriali.' At Pal ma, a general 

lllap of Italy, in 6 slleets, by Captain Azzi, }-as been pul)lishecl; al3d 

ole of Pisania, by t}e engraver Pia%zilsi. 
lklila?Z.-At WIilan have appearefl SOII18 xvorks mediately and imme- 

diately col1nectecl lvith geoOrap}lical irxquiry; of tlle.se *ne wollld more 

palticularly refer to the ' Dizionario Corografie Universale dell 

Italia,' a wolk tIse ploduction of solne Italian satans, and of xvhich 

several parts have already appeared-of Lombardy and the Duchy of 

Parma; and also the 'Miscellarsea Italiana,' a collection of origileal 

memoirs on geograplxy allcl statistics, fiom tile pen of SI. Adrien de 

Balbi, and 1evised by tlle son of tlle alltllor, 1!JI. Eugelle de 13albi. TVe 

may also notice the ' Topografia Storica di l\Iilano,' and a work 

entitled ' Notizie Naturali e Civili pello Lolnbardia.'' 
Zara.-- -An in)portant publication by :Mr. Carrara, ullder tlle title 

' La Dallnazia Descritta,' has been published in Italian, in wllich we 
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find a elejar antl lucid ext)osition of tlle pllysical and polilical geo. 
graplly of Zara. 

Turin.-The Superior Commi.ssioll for Statistics has published a 

voltlnle on Sardinia, alld also one on the subject of criminal statistics. 
The (;eographical, Statistical, arld Colllmercial Dictionary, of ]!iir. 
Cassolis alld his coacljutor :Mr. Angllis, is continued, and its publica- 
tion appears from tillle to time; as do also the Topographical and 
Statistical AVorks of Captaill de Bartolommeij and l\Ir. Dllo. 

Sclrdenic hIajor-Geileral Ferraro di Marlnora has publislled a map 
of Sardinia, on the scale of 2 5 ol,Wo 0 

Florence. At Florence geographical inquiries and studies are prose- 
cuted with mnch earnestness. The publication of the ^nork ' Coro- 
grafio dell' Italia,' forming 18 volumes 8vo., with an Atlas of 144 
maps and 960 illustrations, is just completed. Repetti's ' Diziotlario 
GeoC,rafico Fisico Storico (lelIa 'roscana,' with a Supplement, formi 
the sixteenth volume of this remarkable work, has recently been 
brorht to a close. 

BIr. Salvaguoli BIarshatti, hIe(lical Inspector of Grossetto, has pub- 
lished a ' hIemolie Economico Statistiche sulle Marremme 'roscane,' a 

vork abounding in statistical details of an important cllaractel, relating 
to that portion of Italy heretofore but little knoxvn. 'l'he publication of 
the solllme entitled ' Geografia Politica dell' Italia,' by hIr. Biolle]is, 
is heiI]g continued; as is the xvork by 3Ir. hIarmoulie, the ' Podromo 
della Storia Naturale generale e comparata d' Italia.' 

lMcfl)les.-General Visconti informs us that, durinO the past year 
(1846), tlle field operations of the Ent,ineers of the Topo^,rapl)ical 
Office * ere greatly obstructed by the great dryness of the season, 
hicll kept the mountail-ls of Ccllabria, as seen from the islan(l of 
Stromboli, llidden in continual clouds, so tllat tlle triangulation of tlle 
{il'St ortler alollO the mericlian frorn Terllloli to Cape Passaro coulcl not 
le calriecl Oll, and they were only able to determille sollle secolldaly 
oints in Calalolia. 

In tlle present year, reqlliring some geodetic pOilltS for tlle tIap of 
t lle Kil-gclolll, on tlle scale of 2 O -1- 0 ,,, tou artls the fi ontier, it llas bee 
found nececsclry to employ tlle lvl-lole of the operators in deterlllillillt, 
oillts of tlle se( ond and thircl order toxvald tllat frontier; cleferring the 

operatiolls on tlzle arc of the meli(liall till thfey can be resumed with a 

greater force of persorls .nd instruments. Tlle triallgulations of ttle 
second all(l tllirel order advanced (luring 1846 considerably tousards 
tlle nortllerrl frotltier, and to tlle N. of Lake Fucino. 'l'he delineatioll of 
Lake Fllcino is completed, as well as tllat of tlle country that summits 
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itn as far as the parallel which passes about a mile to the S. of RIonte 
Velino. The topography of the country surrounding Naples has been 
revised, ill order to add all the details of the ground which had Ilot 
been inserted slThen the plan was originally drawn --that is, before 
1 820. 

With regard to the internal labours of the office, much progress has 
been made in engraving the great hIap of the Kingdom on the scale 
?f 6 olo-0 the statistical and road map of the kingdom, on the 
scale of 6 4 0 0 0 0, commenced two years since, is also much advanced. 
Some plans of the collection of Ports of the hIediterranean for the use 
of the Royal Navy, are also ent,raved. 

OrograpAly. The frequent eruptions of Mount Vesllvius must 
llecessarily produce variations in the height of the borders of its crater, 
and, accordingly, M. Elie de Beaumont, in a letter to our country- 
man Mr. Pentlatld, has expressed the desire that the height of Punta 
del Palo be very exactly measured every year, or at least once in ten 
years. On this subject hI. Cangiano has written to M. Elie (le Beau- 
mont, stating the mode by whicll this admeasurement may be best 
eSected. It would appear that the Punta, measured by :AI. Amanti on 
the 27th February, 1846, was 1203 metres above the sea; and that 
the burning cone was then 9 5 metres lower than it; but that, mea- 
sured again on the 31st March, the latter had risen 2 7 metres. 

Laples. Of the various publications which have recently appeared 
at Naples, lre may allude to that by Mr. Salvatore di P>enzi, under the 
name of ' La Topografia e Statistica Medica della Citta di Napoli,' not 
confined to statistical details of that city only, but eml)racing also many 
ecientific and learned considerations relative to the whole kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies. 

Austricl.-At Vienna is being prepared, by the Imperial Military 
Geographical Institution, a general Map of Tuscany and of the Papal 
States, on a scale of 6-T; being a contilluation of those hereto 
fore published of Venetiarl Lombardy, and the Duchi*s of Parma and 
AIodena. 

Under the same authority has been recently published, the result of 
the trigonometrical operations executed by Marieni in the years 
1841, 1842, and 1843, in which will be found many important new 
altitudes, which were previously wanting in the orography of Italy. 

Russtc/,. Sir Roderick I. Murchison has received a communication 
from Admiral Lutke, of an intended Russian ex-)edition of discovery 
alon^, the Uralian chain, being the first enterprise of the Imperial 
-Geographical Society of St. Petersburg, a Society founded on the 
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model of the Royal Geograpllical Society of London. Colonel HoW- 
mann (the companion of Colonel Helmerson in his Siberian tours) is 
the chief of the expedition, alld is already on his way to Perm, accom- 
panied by M. Kowalsky as astronomer. At Perm he sill be joined 
by M. Strajefsky, the previous explorer of that part of the chain N. of 
Bogoslofsk, who will act as second in command. Branth, the faithful 
colnpanion of MiddendorS, is the naturalist of the expedition. 

This summer will be passed ill reaching the 65? N. lat., the parallel 
previously attained on the Asiatic side by the labours of Strajefsky; 
and, in the ensuing year, it is hoped that the glacial sea will be 
reached. 

:Finland.-M. Leozon de Luc, who has published a work on Fin- 
land, proposes going again to that country, and asks instructions of the 
Academy of Sciences of Paris. 

AFRICA. 

: hI. Rochet d'Hericourt, whose first travels in Abyssinia, in 1839 
and 1840, you are already acquainted with, has just published the 
account of his second visit to the same country; he had already, as I 
stated in my last Anniversary Address, furnished the Geographical 
Society of Paris with some of the reslllts of his seconal voyage. The 
whole of his late labours have now been submitted to the examination 
of a Committee of the French Academy of Sciexlces. 

M. Rochet had embarked from Diiarseilles in January, 1842, anel 
returned at the end of 1845. The report of the Academy is very 
favourable to M. Rochet's exertions. 

He llas taken the respective bearings of leading positions frolll tlle 
oints already determined, and made a considerable number of meteoro- 

logical observations, not only at Angobar and Angolala, but also at 
Kosseir and at iMoka. The magnetic declination was also observed by 
him at Malta, at Alexandria, at Cairo, at Denderah, at Kosseir, at 
Djidda, at Mokha, at Ambabo, at Ganbadi, at Angolala, and at 
Ankobar. 

The geology of the country through which he passed has not been 
neglected by the traveller, xvho has likewise collected many plants, 
some of which are new. 

The tides of the Red Sea were observecl by M. Rochet, whenever he 
hael an opportunity, and it appears from his observations that the mean 
diurnal variation at Moka, on the N. of the Strait of Babel Mandeb is 
0@6 metre; but that it is muchR greater at Ambabo, to the S. of the 
strait, M. Rochet's narrative contaills, moreover, some interesting 
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details on the character, manners, and religion of the people of those 

parts of Abyssinia visited by him; and, on the whole, lvhether as con- 

firmatory of the statemerlts of otller travellers who have lately explorecl 

that part of Africa, or as supplying fiesll matter, is a most welcollle 

addition to our knoledge of Abyssinia. 

Mre sincerely regret to learn that no accounts have been received of 

1aI. D'Abbadie since early in 1845; llevertheless, his friends are san- 

guille of his return, attributing the absence of all communications 

rather to the difficulty of for^s ardillg them than to any personal 

disaster. XVe trust that these opinions may be realized in his safe 

return. 
On the dark side of the picture of geograpl-lical research, lve lament 

to place the assassination of M. l\Iaizan, an officer of the French llavy, 

^ho has fallen a sacrifice to native jealousy or native cupidity. This 

youn^, and zealous officer purposed proceeding direct into the interior 

of the country borderinU, the Zanzibar; he had made considerable pro- 

gress, lvhen the too nlurderous blos of tlle assassin terminated at 

onee h is cliscoveries and his life. Of hI. KraS also we regret to 

letlrtl that very serious feclrs are entertained lest he l-lave shared a 

silllilar fate. 
:5t, Ratfenel, lvhose exploration of the River Falune, and of the gold- 

laines of Keniebe, irl Sellegarnbia, in the years 1843-44, was mentioned 

in llly [)redecessor's anniversary address for 1845, has undertalien the 

rery clifficlllttlnel hazardous task of exploring the Africall continent ill 

its greatest l)readth, from W. to E., between the parallels of 103 and 

1.)? N.; and tlle French Acadelny of Sciences, ever ready to ftlrther 

t}le lies of adventurous travellers for the benefit of science, have 

furnished AI. Raffienel +^ith all the llecessary instructions for his re- 

searches. Tlle gelleral questiorls supplied to him llave been draxvn llp 

by t:t. lX'reycinet, alld special qllestions by the indefatic>,a1ole hI. Jomald, 

hesides particular iIlstructiolls on *ariotls sulejects by otllel sczrarz. 

Thus tile lneans have been afforded hilil of acquiring valuable iliforma- 

tiOIl on tile ];listorical trattitions of the people alid their govelilmelit, 

tlltiI' nlanners, custoIns la^rs and lelibion, and their ilidtistry: on 

the soil, the geological formation, tile productions of the cov Iltry zand 

its climate. The stucly of the winds has beell particularly recom- 

mended to 11im, and the desirableness of ascertaining, if possible 

xvhether tile XV. ̂ ilid which bloXts fiolil the Atlantic a little to the 1S-. 

Of the liquator be dtle to the rarification of the air over the African 

cotitillent pointed out: as alSo wilethel it be trtle, as affirme{S, tleat in 

tile latiteldes he is about to traverse tile wind from the S. be llot, in 

5^rllich cXse it is probwble that no higla mountains lie in tilat clirection; 
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or that if they clo, tlley are furtller removed than the position of 10?, 
ill which a chaill is laid dorn on tlle maps. 'rlle tra^eller's cltteIltioll 
has also been called to the importance of Ineteorological obser^ations 
generally, alld to the cadsantage tllat ^^ould acezue from hotlrly read- 
ings of the tllelmonleter and baronleter, at different stations OI1 his 
route, and tlle methoel pointed out by Boussinghault for ascertaining 
the 1lleall anllual temperature of clny place particularly recommellded 
to him, as well as tlle observation of masima and minima temperatures. 
Observations for lat. and long. llae been properly stated as most 
desirable, there beinO on the line of his journey but three points ascer- 
tained, viz., Sakkatotl, Aussa, and Iiol)e, in Darfour: tlle magnetic 
variations ̂ ^ill also be observed. \Vith the detailed instructions thus 
sllpp]ied to him by the Academy of Sciences, and in possession of 
various inedited memoirs all(l itineraries of parts of the country he is 
ahout to explore, furnishecl ̂^ritll the more essential instruments, alld 
gifted vith t}le necessary moral qualifications, and alreacly acclimated, 
and experience(l in dealing *^7itll tlle natives; tlaere is ex7ery reason to 
hope that S\I. Raffenel's explolation will prodtlce importallt results to 
geography allel to science itl general: he asstlredly has our best wishes 
for his safety atld success. 

It is also reported that four Italians (missionaries) are about to 
explore simtlltalleously, btlt by different routes, the central parts of 
eFontillental Africa, throughout tlle large space comprised between the 
Sahara and tl-le COIlgO, the Senegal and Abrssinia. This combined 
exploration is saicl to llave been a fa ourite project svith Gregory XVI., 
alld the present pope appears to enter Oll the plan of his pledecessor 
vitll much goodxvill. 

>Iadclyclscstr. Tlle projected voyage of hI. Legtlillon to l!Iada- 
gaxicar, ̂ve vInderstalldn is not to take place; alld tlle instructions lYhicl-l 
1IACI bee1l clraXrn up for tlle traveller l)ave been sent to the goverllor of 
tlle Isle of Botlrbon, to be given by llinl to stlell surgeons of tlle 
i'rencll navy as may have all opportullity of ex)loring in l\Iada- 
gascar. 

AMERIC1 \. 

United {cttes.-Tile re?port oftlle tSecretary of t}le Tleasury afforcls 
llS informatioll of the proe,ress made (lurillc, tlse last year in the surveys 
of the line of coast. His leport cmbraces tlle ol)eratiolls of tl-le 
fliiSelent stllveying y)arties ill the field, aled tlle office olk, incllldir)g, 
computatioll.s, *lra^villg, engra^Jing, and ptlblishill^, of maps and cl-larts. 
The plan OIl rrhicll the work has proceeded cluring tlle past two years, 
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contemplates the sursteyg at one and the same time, of diffierent sections 
of the coast, and the publication of the resulting maps. Thus in 
1844-45, the triangulation was begun in North Carolina, and a recon- 
noissance made on the Gulf of SIexico, from Mobile Bay westward and 
eastward. At the same time the work was vigorously prosecuted in 
the eastern section, and in the Chesapeake section, atld unfinished parts 
were completed on the coast between Point Judith and the Capes of 
the Delaware. 

In 1845-6 the operations on the Chesapeake have been resumed, 
the ntlmber of parties in North Carolina increased, and the triangu- 
lation on the Gulf of Mexico commenced. The reconnoissance of 
the coast of South Carolina, Georgia, and the coast of Texas, has been 
ordered. The discovery of the New South Shoal ofl: Narltucket is illl- 
portant, lying six miles S. of an- kno-n danger, in the usual track of 
vessels between New Tork and Europe, out of sight of land, unmarked 
and unknown except to the lost. 

From these surveys, it appears that the line of coast has - been much 
ulader estimated hithertov It is now proposed to divide the whole 
extent of shore-line into nine sections, by which arrangernent the 
survey mar be completed lvithin a limited period; in l 847-48 six of 
these sections will be in full activit. During the past year fourteen 
surveying parties have been employed in fourteen States, but the exist- 
ing hostilities between the United States and Aliexico have been pro- 
ductive of delay and interruption, from the withdrawal of all the 
officers of the line for military service. 

The magnetic telegraph has been used to ascertain the differences 
of longitude between the Washington and Philadelphia observatories, 
as an introduction to operations on a large scale. 

Charts of New Bedford and Annapolis Harbours have been pub- 
lished; also the chart of Fishers Island Sound, and the middle sheet 
of Delaware Bay and River; the chart of Little Egg Harbour, and a 
sketch of the newly discovered South Shoal of Nantucket. A chart 
of Nexv Haven Harbour is stated to be ready for printing. The charts 
of New London and Syopet Harbours are nearly engravecl. 

The labours of the hydrographic party have been rewarded by the 
discovery of a shoal to the southward of that known as the Nantucket 
South Shoal, and of a shoal spot in the Vineyard Sound, where it was 
suppose(l there was cleep water. These discoveries are important ser- 
vices to the intercourse betveen Europe and the United States, the 
dangers brought to our knowledge lying, as it were, in the very high- 
way of each. 
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West Indtes.-The West Indian Arehipelago, and the Island of 
(;uadaloupe in partieular, has been minutely examined ly a Frenell 
traveller, AI. Cllarles Dearille, who was xvitness at the latter island, of 
the earthquake of the 8th of Februalay, 1843, the most disastrous with 
whieh it Ilas ever been afflietecl. He has eorreetly surveyed the 
sotlthern alld most diffieult portion of the island, and ha3 eorrected the 
eonfiguration and re]ative position of some of the other islands. He 
llas determined tlle heights of 150 points in Guadaloupe, and found, 
firoI<l a mean of many observations, that tlle higilest peak is 1484 
metres above the sea. It may be here stated, that M. Deville, having 
made an exeursion to Teneriffe, to the Cape Verde Islands and Barba- 
does, observed in the first of these islands the height of its peak, to 
which he gives 3706 metres- the mearl of six other observers being 
3702. At Trinidadn Porto Rieo, St. Thomas, and Guadaloupe, very 
numerous and very exaet meteorologieal observations were made, the 
xesultsofwhiell,saidtobeofthegreatest interest, will no doubt be 
published. In the West India Islands, the temperature of their rivers, 
lakes, and springs llas been carefully observed, as also the temperature 
of the sea around them and of the oeean, ill his tr;p to and from Tene- 
riSe. The hit,h temperattlre of tlle oeean, observed by hI. Devillen 
between Guadaloupe and 1ermuda, is a new fact irl seience. tI. 
Deville has also eonfirmed the faet of the differeneen all reductions 
made, in the indieatioIls of the barometer at the level of the sea at 
diSerent plaees) and eorroborated the eurious results arrived at by 
iErman on this subjeet. Terrestrial magnetism and geology have alson 
particularly the latter been carefully observel by hI. Deville, whose 
work lvill no doubt be one of very great interest. 

Centrczl America. Mr. M. Efurtado has taken llis departure for 
the Istllmus of Panama, where he intends Illaking observations oll 
Plltrsical Geography, being supplied for that purpose writh instructions 
from tlle Paris Academy of Sciences. 

North An2erica.- M. Morelet is travelling in Mexico and the neigh. 
bouring countries as a naturalist and antiquarian; and, as he has beell 
supplied with both general and special instructions, it is hoped he *vill 
glean mucll interesting and valuable informatiors. 

Somth Americ.- -M. Castelnau, we learn, has sent home from Lima, 
and still more recently from CllZCO, some information respecting 
the countries he Ilas visited, and procured a complete list of all tile 
earthqualves which have been felt itl that city frolll 1820 to 1846. 

M. Castelnau has also addressed to the Frellell :RIinister of Public 
Instruction a report of his expeditioll from Cuyaba to the frontier of 
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Paraguatr. His rollte lay through a countrfr almost wxulinowJl to Eu- 

ropeans. Leaillg Paraguav, he entered the great Lake Gaiva, a ba.y 

saicl, by t]le natis-es, to commtlnicate with the lSberava. This river 

hI. CasteInau proposes to name Rio Pedro II. in llonour of the em- 

peror. The best maps, tl-le writer states, mark not fewer than four or 
n * * 

e 

hsre lmaglnary rlvers. 

BI. Castelnavl proposed returning from Cuzeo by the route of the 

ri ers Apurimac alld Ucayale to the Amazons) u hich he would descend 

to Pala, and thence proceecl to Cayenne. 

Tlle explolatory expedition of tlle Amazons, wllich oao to have 

been executed vlnder tile direction of N1* Tardy de Montrasel, has been 

postponed, as appears from a communication made by the hIinister of 

Alal iIle to the Acadelnr of Sciences, in the beginning of last January. 

Otller i'rench travellers are preparino to explore different portions 

of tlle continerlt of South America. M. LIellert proceeds to tlle 

isthmlls of Darien; WI. AIorelet is about to examine the natural his- 

tory of Guatemala; hI. d'Anet will explore the interior of Brazil; 

and 1NI. de l\Iarcey has lately quitted tlle region of Paraguay to de- 

scend illtO the Pampas and the solitudes of the Rio Negro. 

FOREIGN CORRESPOD{DENTS. 

ASIA. 

WYe llave been favoured by M. Biot urith a communication, from 

lvhich ̂ve regret to learn that his +raluable labours, as regards the pub- 

lication of the secon(l portion of }liS Essay, have been for a time St1S- 

peIlded, ill consequence of donlestic bereavement. Of the former part 

of this Essatr, you will find sonze palticulars in my Address of last 

year. 
Chixza. 311. Slallislaus Julien has produced a most valuable traIIs- 

Ialioll of tile Chinese descriptioll of the province of Ili, whicll, though 

1Iobably somesvhat clry, and but little attractive to the general reacler, 

+et colltaills illlportatlt scielltific facts, alld i3 the more valuable as 

ellAblitlot llS to a(ld to or correct tlle maps of Central Asia, published 

sollle time since l;)y tI. Klaploth. It is, lve are happy to hear, the 

illtelltioll of BIr. Stanislaus Julien to colstinue his labouls, and to 

tr.anslate naany otlxer descriptions of provinces connected sitll the, so- 

callecl, Celestial F,lupilet He purposes also to mal;e us acqllainted 

with tlle aCCOllllt of cejrtain expeditiolls ulldertakell by the Chinese ill 

Central Asia, tl-lus rendering to geograglhical science and discovery 
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very valuable service, by making us more intimately acqllainted vith 
the interior of a vast country hitherto nearly closecl fiom our in.spec- 
tiOIl. 

M. Scllrenck, a Rllssiall voyaOer, llas made some xery interestinU, 
excursions tonvards the frontiers of Central Asia, visitil, the colllltrie.s 
i ts the vicinity of tlle lakes Ba]kach and Alactougou] . l'he particulal s 
of these excllrsiolls llave beell publislled at Peter.sburgll, I)y M. Ba( r. 

Ho lMony. A nlap of this: islan(J, on the contour principle, 
giving the heights at e^ery 100 feet, has been comljleted by the officers 
of the Royal Engineers. 

Hestoricclt Geogravhy. For a lollg time past, tslo of our most 
+ alued foreign melnbers, each xvith all ardent desire for trlltll, but eael-l 
z ery naturally allXiOUS to find in fassollr of his o n count.ry,-tlle 
Viscount de Santarem and AI. Detvez.al, have l)een at issne oll tlle 
subjectofpliorityoffliscovery l)eteen tlle Portuguese and Frezell 
1lavigtators to the soutll of Cape Bojador. The honollrable %eal alltl 
tlle extensive resealelles of the di;splltallts command our admiratioll; 
and xvithout venturing to plonounce itl favour of either, ^re cheerfillly 
acknolvledge our obligations to both for the mass of ctlriotls f;cts 
lYIliEh they have severally collected in support of their +ies, aI-d 
wllich iS all SO mucll valuable additioll to historical geot,^raphy. 

Ki4ebjects cognate to GeograpAl.y.-tI. Grange, it appears firom tlle 
'Comptes Rendus,' has printed, tllougll not ptlblislled, a melnoil, 
erltitled ' Recherches sur les Glaciers, les Glaces flottantes, les Depots 
Er r atiqlles, sur l'Influence cles Climats, sur la Distribution Geographique 
et la Limite inferieure des Neiges perpetuelles, et etudes du phenonliene 
erlatique du Nord de l'Suxlope.' Tlle lnattels thus treated of by a;r. 
GranU,e are not only llighly interestillg in themselves, but colstihlte 
some of tlle most importallt problems of physical geography. 

To the same department of our science belongs also a melaloir of 
hI. Alexis Perry on earthqllalses; by xvhich it appears, tllat in 1845 
there lvere llO less than fifty felt in E>vlrope? distributed equally over 
tlle season.s, tllougll it was previously believed that the autumn al-ld the 
winter were the seasons most subject to them. 

Tlle ' Compres Rendlls,' 25th May, 1846, contains a memoir by 

WI. Dllreau de la Malle, tending to establisll, in OppOSitiOIl to tle ^orlv 

of Dr. Fuster, tllat the climate of France has not changed in modern 
times. hI. Dureau de la AIalle intends to folloxv up tlle .subject by a 
memoir on the Ancient alltl Modern Climatolot,y of ItaltT. In the 
Ilunlber of the ] ath of June, however, +^ill be found Dr. Fuster's an- 
sver to M. l)uleau (le la Malle, and in the llunll)er for 29th June, 
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p. 1080 M. Dureau de la Malle's rejoinder; last reply of Dr. Fuster, 
10th August, p. 299. 

The geographical distribution of plallts, a branch of our science 
raised into its well merited importance by the labours of Humboldt, 
Wahlenberg, R. Brown, Schow, de hIirbel, de Candolle, de St. 
Hilaire, W1artitls, &c., who have laid down its laws, is entitled to the 
best attention of those lvho have a jtlst appreciation of the oast range 
of intimately connected subjects implied by the general term Geo- 
graphy;-it is accordingly my duty in the present address, to point 
out where any additional information on the geography of plants may 
be found. I will therefore state, that in tlle ' Cotnptes Rendus' of 
the Academy of Sciellces of Paris, of the 29th Jllne, 1846, you will 
see the very interesting report on a valuable memoir by M. Ch. WIar 
tius, entitled an ' Essay on the Climate and Vegetation of the Northern 
Estuary of Norsvay.' 

MISCELLANEA. 

An historical sketch by Mr. Francis Dutton, a resident in Sollth 
Australia, and having a considerable stake in the well doing and pros- 
perity of that important colony. This work gives an account of tlle 
discovery of the vast mineral treasures of South Australia, which, 
though cleclared to exist, by Menge, a German, were aceidenta]ly dis- 
covered by the youllgest son of Captain Bagot, whilst gathering 
flowers, and subsequently by the author. 

The topography of the harbours of Athens, by the late Professor 
Ulrichs, a small, but interesting treatise, has been translated from the 
modern Greek by Mr. E. Pye Colquhoun. 

A dissertation on the knowledge of the Passes of the Alps possessed 
by the Roman llistorians, under the title of ' Some Remarks on the 
Alpine Passes of Strabo,' has been printed by a member of our So- 
ciety, W. J. Law, Esq. 

A second volume of Humboldt's ' Eosmos ' has appeared since my 
last address, but not having yet appeared in an authorized English 
form, I am obliged to content myself with the bare announcement. 

Our learned honorary member, the Chevalier Balbi, has published his 
" Essay upon the Population of Portugal from the Time of the Roman3 
to the present date." After stating the great diversity in the accounts 
of former writers, caused by the deficiency of accurate data, he pro- 
ceeds to show that the population, which by the census of the Emperor 
Augustus amounted to 2,841,000, had decreased in 1580 to l,000,000, 
after xvhich it increased regularlyup to the year 1807,when it reached 
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3,199,000. The war nTith France, and tlle enzigration of the royal 
family to Brazil, caused a diminution, so that, according to Colonel 
Franzini, it was reduced Oll tlle 1st of January, 1815, to 2,959,000, 
since which dateit has graduallyrecovered, till in 1841 it amounted to 
3,460,000. 

Atlases.-I have ill my last year's address called your attention to 
tlle very beautiful and improved edition of Berghaus' Physical Atlas of 
Mr. Alexander K. Johnston, of Edinburgh, which is nos drawing to a 
conclusion, and which, but for tlle extraordinary demand made by 
the proprietors of railways on draughtsmen and engravers generally, 
would have been completed by this time. Of the ten numbers pro- 
mised, have already appeared; and the work will, in all proba- 
bility, be finished by the end of the year. The execution of these 
maps is beyond all praise; and while the at]as reflects honour on the 
skill and ability of the enterprising publisher, i-t is admirably cal- 
culated for calling attention to that most interesting and important 
object, pilysical geography, to the study of which I must again invite 
all who woulcl derive from our science all the delight and the prac- 
tical benefits it is competent to yield. 

W;thin tlle last few weeks hIr. Betts has published an atlas con- 
taining some new features, and rendered extremely valuable by a most 
copious index, comprising nearly 60,000 names of places. In addition 
to the longitudes and latitudes usually gilren, there is an arrangement 
of letters round the margin of the maps, by referring to which the 
situation of any required place can easily be learnt. AYe must, how- 
ever, observe that this arrangement of marginal letters is not now 
introduced for the first time, as Captain Mangles, R.N., a member 
of this Society, had 30me years since brought forward a similar mode 
of easy reference. Several elltirely new maps of India, Canada, Poly- 
nesia, &c. are introducecl. 

An atlas has just been announced by Ir. John Sharpe, which we 
notice in consequence of a peculiarity that is undoubtedly a step in 
the right direction. While in every atlas with which we are ac- 
quainted there are as many scales as maps, in the present atlas, con- 
sistin3 of between 50 and 60 maps, the number of different scales is 
reduced to four, ^rhich are denominated Continental, Intermediate, 
Divisional, and Enlarged. The Continental, which is the smallest of 
the four scales, comprises 45 by 60 equatorial degrees; the Interme- 
diate are twice this size, or 22 by 30 degrees; the Divisional, five 
times the Continental, or 9 by 12 degrees; and the Elllarged, fifteen 
times the Continentaln or 3 by 4 degrees. By this arrangement botl 
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the linear dimen3ions and the sllperficial extent of countries may be 

compared *vith facility and dispatch. A greater uniformity of seales 

tllan generally prevails amonO our map-makers i3 sE2y alesirable o 

many accounts; one of tlle lllost obviowls disadvantat,e3 of a great 

ariety of scales is the ^,rf?at tillle that is Io3t in se-ekillg for a place 

svhose approximate distallce from some cal:)ital or plincipal tOUtIl iS 

krloxvn but the eye beinC, unaccustolllecl to tlse sealen lllllell time is ll)st 

ill seelQing for it. It is, llos^esZer, bllt fair to llc)tice tllat it i3 1lot so 

much the map-lllakers as tlle publishels lvh.o employ them that are to 

blame. The representatiolls of tl-le? map-maker are frequently Ull- 

lleeded, because the maps mllst be nlade to a given size, an(l thlls tl-e 

advantage of tl-le .science is sacrificecl to the convelliellee of the pub- 

lisllerw 
Con2cltlsioe.-Permit me, in collelllsion, to atlsert for a momellt to 

tlle present state and filture prospects of tlle Society. Tlle Report of 

the Collncil has so fillly (letailed the finallcial reforms shich it llas 

AdQPte(I since the last anniversaly, and whicll Y0lR have now confirlItetls 

tllat I rv;11 only add my o+rrl conviction tllat, if fiully carried out, th? 

Society u!i]l le entirely reAieved fiom tlle fear of any cleficiency in tlle 

means of meetillg its ordinary en}penses, without any decrease in tlle 

effie.iency of its operatiols, excet a reduction in tlle size of tlle Journal, 

ulsicll we may llc)pe vill on]y be telllltorary, and tllat increasint, funds 

will soon enable tlse Council to restore it to its former bull;. It :rollld 

(loubtless l)e very *lesiraljle to possess more commodious aleartments for 

llolding our continually iacreasing collection of books alld maps, ljut I 

fear we must not at present loole for any assistance toward.s t}is object 

l:)eY0I]d 011r OWI1 Society; and tlle researches of the Clouncil (:lurinr 

the pa.st rinter have shown that any rellloval to more de3irable apart 

ments can only be effected at an illcreased anllual experlse. AVe mllst 

trust, tllerefore? to our orn exertions; arld noxr that past diffierellees 

of opinion have subsided, let llS hope that our prospects nill contine 

to br;:,hten, and that under the guidarlee of the able and distinCuislled 

geograpller whom you hasre this day elected to fill tIe chair of the 

President, the Geograplsical Society +vil] aOain increase the number of 

its members and extelld the sphere of its public utility. 


