
Anatomy of a 
CC License

By Hillun Vilayl Napis is licensed under 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0. 

Anatomy of a 
CC License

By Hillun Vilayl Napis is licensed under 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


Three layers of 
the CC licenses 



The legal code contains the legally enforceable 
terms and conditions of the license.

Example of legal code

The commons deeds are well known as 
“human-readable” terms. It is a plain language 
summary of the legal terms and conditions.

Example of human-readable terms

The machine readable is written specifically for 
use by search algorithms and other computer 
software. It recognizes that software plays a 
critical role in the creation, copying, discovery, 
and distribution of works. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Four elements 



Attribution or “BY”.
Users have to give credit to 
the author of the work.



NonCommercial or “NC”. 

The work is only available to be used for 
noncommercial purposes.

Noncommercial purposes are different 
from noncommercial institutions. It doesn’t 
say that only noncommercial institutions 
may use the work.



ShareAlike or “SA”. 
The adaptations based on this 
work must be licensed under 
the same license. 



NoDerivatives or “ND”.
Reusers cannot share 
adaptations of the work. 



Six licenses
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CC BY (“Attribution”) allows people to use the work for any purpose 
(even commercially and even in modified form) as long as they give 
attribution to the creator.

CC BY-SA (“Attribution-ShareAlike”) allows people to use the work 
for any purpose (even commercially and even in modified form), 
as long as they give attribution to the creator and make any adaptations
they share with others available under the same or a compatible license.  

CC BY-NC (“Attribution-NonCommercial”) allows people to use the work
for noncommercial purposes only, and only as long as they give 
attribution to the creator.



CC BY-NC-SA (“Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike”) allows people 
to use the work for noncommercial purposes only, and only as long as
they give attribution to the creator and make any adaptations they share 
with others available under the same or a compatible license.

CC BY-ND (“Attribution-NoDerivatives”) allows people to use 
the unadapted work for any purpose (even commercially), 
as long as they give attribution to the creator.

CC BY-NC-ND (“Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives”) allows people
to use the unadapted work for noncommercial purposes only, 
and only as long as they give attribution to the creator. 



Remind that..

CC licenses do not 
reduce, limit, or restrict 

any rights under 
exceptions and limitations 
to copyright, such as fair 

use or fair dealing. 

So, CC licenses cannot be 
used for exceptions and 
limitations to copyright.  



Can I apply a CC license to my work if it 
incorporates material used under fair use or 
another exception or limitation to copyright?



Yes, but the CC license only applies to the rights you 
have in the work. 

If your CC-licensed work includes an image you are 
using pursuant to fair use, make sure to identify that 
image as not being subject to the CC license. 



Also..

CC licenses should not be applied to 
works in the worldwide public domain. 
You cannot remove a work from the 
public domain by applying a CC license 
to it. 

If you want to dedicate your own work to 
the public domain before the expiration 
of applicable copyright or similar rights, 
use CC’s public domain dedication 
(CC0).



How about if I take a photograph of another 
work that is in the public domain, can I apply 
a CC license to my photo? 



You can apply a CC license to your 
photograph if your photograph 
constitutes a work of original 
authorship, but it varies by 
jurisdiction. 

As a general matter, your 
photograph must involve some 
creative choices, such as background 
setting, lighting, angle, or other mark 
of creativity. 
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