PO IMMEDIATE USE

WadSHINGTOL
tarch 23, 193S.
STAT“W&NT CF PRO SASLE CAURE COiSbP NG Al AIRCRAFT ACCIDED
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To the Secretary of Commerce:

On November 15, 1934 at about 11:42 p.m., an airplane .of United Gtates
registry, pileted by a licensed airman, whkile beinz omerated in scheduled
flight, carrying ene gen-pay russencer and mail, crashed with resultant
death to the pilot ard passenger anc the gorplete destruction of the aircraft.

The plane, a Stinson, mndel SM-6000-%, bore Depariment of Comserce 1i-
cense number NC-10802 and was bsing cperated between Omaha, Nebraska, and
Kansas City,_missourijrby ihg'Rapid alr Lines Corporation. The pilot, Benja-
min F. Billings, held s Devartment of Commerce transport pilot's license, No.
31, and had a Scheduled sir Transport fating. The ﬁ¢55cuber, . C. Brasfield,
also a transport pilot, was manager of the alrpori at 5i. Joseph, M¥issouri,
and received his salary from that city. B8y @ special arrangement between the
City of 5t. Joseph and Rapid air Lings, hée 2150 acted as dispatcher and
weather man al this point for Rapia Ailr Lines.

This trip was scheduled %o leave Cmaha at Z:40 D.i. However, due to a
delay in mail connections with a plane of another zirline, the actual take-
off was not made until 1C:3C p.w.  Veaihsr at the time was favoravle, with
Tfog predicted at & later hour in the vicinity of ot. Joseph, disscuri. Ths
plane was cleared from Gmaha io Kansas City with defirite instructions that
no stop was to be made at £t. Jeseph.

The plane was sesn flying the beacon light course at an altituie of ap-
proximately 400 feet at a point abouyt seven wiles frow the sceng of the crash.
There were broken clouds in the sky but the stars were plainly visible and
the plane could easily be seen from the ground. The plane was nexi seen at
a point about eleven miles on the approach side of St. Joseph and close to
the place where the crash occurrsd. There was & heavy fog et this point but
vhe navigation lights on the plane could be sesn from the ground. %Witnesses
state that the plane disappeared beyond thes and returned aimost ixmediately.
The plane was then observed to make one or more turns just erior to the crash.

The terrain irn this wvicinity is very hilly and the crash occurrsd within

& few Teei of the top of one cf these hills. Murks on the ground indicated
that the plane was in a turn ai the time of irpact. 7The lafi side of the
undercarriage Struck first and was driven back bDetween the left stabilizer
anq fin. The plane next struck on thks rizht side of ihe undercarriaze and
the-nose dug inte the greund. It then bounced ahead for about forty iest, )
hist, bounced again and ¢rashed into uhe side of a road cut at the top of the
hill. Fire followed imme diately.

The pilot departed from Omshe with s weather rep cri indicating possible
fog in the area arcund 3t. Joseph, a rid-peint in the flizht, at a later
hour, Tﬂln repert, however, was more than one ko our cld at ths tize of depar-
ture and, due either to local conditions or the predictied chan se, the area
losed in sooner than had besn eXpecied. ﬂ:rarently, ne effort was made io

u
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-communicate this fact to the Pilot, 7The pilot entersd the foz area at an
alt;tuda scarcelf above the hlghest hills in the vicinity. why he elected tg:]f



stay low and io circle at suych an altitude in a fog bound area is a matter

of corjecture. There was nothing to indicaie that ithe plane was not function
ing properly. Kansas City, the destination, rewained opesn all nizht with
light main and-a celiling of 1060 to 1200 feet. FHad the pilot besn advised,
the weather ericountsred could not have been considered hazardous to & through
flight from;ﬁmgha to Kansas City, as culled for in the pilot's clearance.

1t 1s the eopinion ef the Accldent Board that the Hrobahle causes of this
achdent were. g

‘1. _Pilnt comnitted an errpr in judgment in turning teo
¢lose to the zround in a fog-bound area.

121 ' Weather reporting facilities of ihe Company were in-
adeuuate tg meet the cundlt;ons that cenfronted the
Dllat on this flight. :
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- Resypectfuily submitied,

Bugene L. Vidal;
Director of Air Comuerce.
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