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Overview of the term
Goals and practices



Participation

73 unique universities 

98 courses 

2613 students 

89 instructors 



Impact

3,434 articles edited 

455 articles created 
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Contributions…

16,308,392 characters added to main space: 

• 3.2 million words 

• 8 days of silent reading 

• 64 lbs on 8.5 x 11 paper 

• 6 copies of War and Peace 

226 pieces of media added to Commons.
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Goals we set

85 courses 

50 courses have returning instructors 

100 articles edited on gender gap 

Ambassador program revamped 

All incidents resolved within 5 days



Goals we met

85 98 courses ! 

50 42 courses have returning instructors " 

100+ articles edited on gender gap ! 

Ambassador program revamped ! 

All incidents resolved within 5 days !



Courses taught by…

Returning
Recruited 

New



How we work
Communication protocols



Communication protocols
Helaine and Jami Adam and Ian

Onboarding 
Resources 
Training 

Course design 
Wiki Ed best practices

Student Work 
WP questions 

DYK and GA articles 
Response to incidents

Intersections: DYK, GA, Incidents



Procedures



Procedures

• Feedback requests from instructors 

• Regular systematic check-ins with courses  

• Follow-up on feedback 

• Response to incidents



• Feedback requests from instructors 
• (Ir)regular (semi-)systematic check-ins with 

courses 
• Follow-up on feedback  
• Response to incidents 



Adam’s Hunter College 
Spreadsheet



Four Incidents



What happened…

University of Ontario Institute of  Technology 

• Community policy concerns 



What happened…

Hunter College 

• Human development 

• MEDRS 

• Class size 

• Ambassadors



What happened…

Barnard College 

• Women in health 

• MEDRS 

• Ambassadors



What happened…

Brock University 

• Nursing communications 

• MEDRS 

• Featured articles



Good Student Work



Good Work: Sciences

• Behavioral Ecology  
(Washington University in St. Louis)  

• African Archaeology  
(University of Wisconsin-La Crosse)  

• Prokaryotic Diversity  
(Louisiana State University)  

• Medical and Veterinary Mycology 
(University of Toronto) 



Behavioral Ecology

•  46 (active) students  
•  Substantial contributions  

• 92 articles)  
• 19 DYKs  

• Well-structured course  
• Article outline, WikiProject, involved 

instructor  
• Some problems with images, close 

paraphrase, copyright



African Archaeology

• Twenty students  
• Mixture of new and article expansions  
• Good course outline, engaged 

instructor  
• Good work in an area that’s 

traditionally underserved  



Prokaryotic Diversity

•  Thirteen students in class  
•  Six articles - all new creations  

• All articles started in sandboxes  
• Five went through AFC, one moved 
directly  

•  Limited course page, good instructor 
engagement



Medical  
and Veterinary Mycology

• 25 students  
• Worked in sandboxes  
• Students work in sandboxes, moved 

into mainspace by instructor after 
review  

• Comprehensive course page 
• Engaged instructor 



Ambassador Revamp



Ambassador Revamp

• Response to recent incidents 

• Wiki Ed shouldn’t rely on ambassadors 

• Wiki Ed staff is responsible  

• New, organic ways for volunteers to help



What we learned…

• Psych/Med classes require special attention 

• Now flagged in ADW 

• Limit class sizes 

• Develop a course checklist 

• Wiki Ed staff, not volunteers 

• Helaine and Jami will track student work 

• Dashboard will improve class tracking



What I learned



What I learned

• Instructors who don’t ask for help 
may need it most  

• Students are active in brief windows of 
time  

• Timing for feedback matters 
• Anticipating problems  



What I learned

• Students don’t understand copyright, 
copyvios and plagiarism. Few people 
understand close paraphrase.  

• MEDRS is and will continue to be a 
problem because it runs contrary to 
what students think they have learned 
in class. 



What I learned

• Timing feedback  
• Knowing where students are 
• Student training is just a foundation  

• Use course timelines (ADW), dashboard, 
copyvio bot  

• Keep track of courses, timelines  
• Catch problems before they turn into 
incidents  



Educational partnerships

October — December, 2015



University partnerships



Academic associations partnerships



2014 goals
Formalizing educational partnerships



Memorandum of Understanding



Support for formal partners

• in-person visits 

• subject-specific materials for training and 
outreach 

• data, outcomes, and impact 

• blog posts and articles: highlighting 
partnerships



National Women’s Studies Association



National Women’s Studies Association



Association for Psychological 
Science



Association for Psychological 
Science



American Sociological Association



American Sociological Association



Louisiana State University



Louisiana State University



Georgetown University



Georgetown University



2015 goals



Next six months

• 3 university partners 

• 2 academic association partners 

• 40 courses through targeted growth  

• fulfill terms of MoUs with existing 
partners



Next six months

• University of Mississippi 

• North Dakota State University  

• West Virginia University 

• Indiana University  

• Pomona College 

• National Communication Association 

• History of Science Society 

• COSSA: American Political Science 
Association



Goals for next term

60 returning professors 

20 organic growth 

15 NWSA 

15 ASA 

10 LSU 

Total = 130 

130 gender gap articles



Open Questions

What to do about med/psych articles 

What to do about unaffiliated classes 

How to better allocate staff time 

Issue of mobile editing


