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p R E F A C E. 

IT is agreed on all hands that no means are 

fo conducive to the advancement of medical 

knowledge, as minute and difpaffionate details 

of morbid cafes. Hereby we reap the fame 

advantages with the laborious practitioner in 

point of experience, without running an equal 

rifque of reputation : thus, we enter into con¬ 

futation with him, and on the one hand avail 

ourfelves of that opinion, to which reafon 

and fuccefs give their fanCtion whilft on the 

other we may reCtify the errors which he in- 

genuoufly acknowledges, or the event arraigns 

him with. The ever refpeCtable Hippocrates, 

well aware of the great importance of this 

mode 
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mode of proceeding exerted the mofl indefa¬ 

tigable endeavours, to colled accounts of the 

principal cafes that occurred; and thefe we 

have handed down to us with his diftinguithed 

accuracy. The other luminaries of phyfic have 

followed his fteps. To the happinefs of our 

countrymen and the credit of our phyficians, 

we may obferve that this laudable fcheme has 

more attention paid to it here than elfewhere: 

witnefs the medical colledions of the learned 

focieties eftablifhed here, and in Scotland. 

To this fpirit of obfervation it is in a great 

meafure that we owe the indifputable afcen- 

dency we maintain over our neighbours: it is 

notorious that whilfi: on the other fide the 

Englifh channel the patient is learnedly paffed 

through their various ffages of theoretical 

preparation for medicine, he is Amply and ra¬ 

dically cured, here. And it may not feem 

impertinent on this occafion to take notice of 

a little farcafm which I have heard drop in 

public from a profeffor of anatomy of dif- 

tinguilhed abilities in Paris. Les Anglais, 

fays he, ont de grands me dec ins, mats tls font 

un pen charlatans. England can boaft of ex¬ 

cellent 



cellent phyficians, but they are fomewhat em- 

——In the courfe of the fame le&ure 

he judicioufly obferved, que la vraye medecme 

riejl quune charlatcnerie raifonnee; true phytic 

is but empiricifm regulated by reafon. I 

fhould then have bowed to him for the indi¬ 

rect compliment he before payed my country¬ 

men, though felf-fufficiently thrown out with a 

view to refled: on them; for this is equivalent 

to a conceflion that the Englifh phyficians are 

the only true phyficians. 

If the reflections I have been juft now ma¬ 

king fhould coincide with the general opinion, 

the prefent letter of the celebrated Dr. Tiffot 

will have a juft claim to general attention. 

The obfervations it contains feemed of fo in- 

terefting a nature to an eminent phyfician here, 

that he exprefied a defire of having them com¬ 

municated to the public by a translation. This 

defire is now complied with, and it is hoped 

that their approbation will concur with his to 

make the tranflator fatisfied with his undertak¬ 

ing. The fubjedl matter of the firft obferva¬ 

tions being very little known, muft be accep¬ 

table to every one who has a laudable zeal for 
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improvement in his profeflion. Were a man 

never to be expofed to the mortification of treat¬ 

ing an unknown diforder ill, yet it is highly 

derogatory to the character of a phyfician to 

be ignorant of any thing that regards the art 

he profefles. Should the reader have the joint 

motives of curiofity and improvement to fa- 

tisfy in taking the following cafes in hand, I 

flatter rnyfelf he will not be difappointed. 

A LETTER 
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A 

LETTER, &c. 

I Hope my beft of friends will condefcend 

to accept thefe two obfervations which I have 

had occalion to make on the Morbus Niger % 

they muft be worthy the notice of one fo zea- 
\ 

lous for the good of mankind as he is, and I 

look upon them to be calculated to throw fome 

light on the nature and cure of this difeafe, 

two points which we have not hitherto attain¬ 

ed a fatisfadtory knowledge of. 

My primitive defign was to have treated the 
\ 

fubjedt more at large by annexing thereto 

other cafes, and by laying down the obferva- 

° lions. 
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dons, the precepts, the opinions, the doubts, 

in a word, the errors, which have been ad¬ 

vanced on this dreadful diforder: but diftradted 

as 1 am by the number of fick who intruft 

themfelves to my care, I am neceffitated to 

wave this delign for the prefent, and fhall 
■ 

content myfelf with tranfmitting to you, in 

the ftile of a man who writes to his friend, a 

clear and faithful account of the two cafes 

which fell under my infpedtion. 

Firjl Cafe. 

A man of fixty, who was fubjedt to an 

atlhma fince he reached the age of forty, had, 

by a fedentary life and a clofe application to 

religious ftudies, impaired a habit of body 

naturally very vigorous and healthy. For three 

fucceflive years he was feized about fpring 

with an ague, for which I treated him fuc- 

cefsfully. His recovery from the laid attack 

was attended with an unufual fort of vigour, 

which I looked upon with a fufpicious eye. 

The following fummer however, the warm 

weather, with an intermiflion of his reading. 

lm- 
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improved the /date of his health > pretty much 

for fome months. He was not troubled with 

his afthms, and he had no complaint, but 

fome colic pains now and then, for which he 

did not think it worth while to take medicines, 

as they gave him little uneafinefs. Towards 

the latter end of this year, his pains encreafed 

about the umbilical region, the fternum and 

in his back: they became exceeding trouble- 

fome after his meals, howfoever exaft he 

might have been in the choice of his diet, 

and produced fucli extreme weaknefs, that he 

dreaded he fhould not furvive it. He found 

fome relief by kneeling down and leaning, 

with his body inclined, upon the feat of his 

chair. The unhappy fufferer, miftaking the 

nature of his complaint and looking upon it 

to be flatulent, took large quantities of coffee 

and fpirit of cherries, both to eafe his pain 

and raife his fpirits j and regulating his diet 

upon equally falfe grounds, added the ufe of 

warm drinks. When his pains remitted, he 

was feeble, faint, and dejedled, his flools were 

liquid, his urine crude, but the other appear¬ 

ances were fuch as a ftate of health prefents. 

B 2 In 
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In the month of March I was fuddenly 

called to his relief one day after dinner; I 

found him in the attitude I mentioned before, 

pale and weak; he had thrown up about eight 

ounces of reddifh black blood, after having 

been fei^ed with the moil violent pains, fevere 

anguifh and a deliquium; the pain and anxie¬ 

ty had now quitted him. I foon difcovered 

that fome blood-veflels having been a long 

time overdiftended with the contained fluid, 

had at length burft and produced an internal 

hemorrhage. It was obvious what opinion to 

form upon fuch fymptoms. Hippocrates holds 

them to be mortal. I ventured however to en¬ 

tertain fome hopes from the patient’s ftrength 

and the foftnefs and evennefs of his pulfe: he 

had no feverilh fymptom; and I had known 

limilar diftempers which did not end fo def- 

perately. 

The fuccefs which attended the pradtice of 

other phyficians in cafes of this nature, and 

a due confideration of the difeafe, directed me 

to difiolve and evacuate the extravafated blood 

left it fhould degenerate to a putrid date; to 

pre- 
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prevent any future effufion; and to keep up 

the patient’s ftrengtb. 

To fatisfv thefe intentions, I ordered him 

firft, to be put to bed, and to be kept there quiet 

and lightly covered; that his diet fhould be the 

Cremor Hordei, which is the Ptifana Colata 

of Hippocrates; he was better pleafed with the 

tafte of that made of oats; I dehred that he 

fhould drink frequently and a little at a time, 

of a poiTetmade with almonds and light broths 

or milk, and laftly that he fhould take an 

emollient glyfter twice a day. 

Ordering in the mean while that one of 

warm water fhould be injected, he voided very 

little feces after it, but a good deal of black 

clammy blood, partly liquid, partly in lumps 

of the fize of an egg and very difficult to fe- 

parate from the bottom of the chamberpot. 

Thefe are evidently the characteriftic marks of 

the Atra bilis of the ancients, and the Morbus 

Niger of Hippocrates. The glyfter adminif- 

tered in the afternoon was followed by fuch 

another ftool. During the four enfuing days 

he was free both from Naufea and pain; he 

jflept fome hours at night; his ftools were ftill 

black, 



black, and his urine flightly tinged; and he 

was recovering his ftrength; it is true that he 

did not deviate from my orders in any one par¬ 

ticular. .. ■ . • 

H is amendment giving me to underftand 
* * -t 

that the blood-velfels which were the fource of 

the hemorrhage were ciofed again, 1 preferibed 

a decodtion of tamarinds in order to evacuate 

what yet remained in the Prirnae Vise. This 

brought away feven ftools, fome of which, 

and particularly the laid was not fo black as 

ufual, and, by the mixture of yellow it con¬ 

tained, promifed a change of matters for the 
> .*■ » . w* x. ->» % i ■ ■ •«* 

better. 

The next day having taken a glyfter he 

voided feces of a good condition, and after¬ 

wards I indulged him with a little bread and 

fkirrets. 

On the ninth day he undoubtedly ate a little 

too much, and growing uneafy for about an 

hour, he fell into a deliquium and vomited a 

little blood of a good colour; upon which I 

forbad him his bread and fkirrets. Since that 

time his ftools prefent a good appearance, he 

feels neither pain nor unealinefs, obferves an 

exadt 

I 
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cxadt regimen, and Jives upon vegetable food 

by choice. In fine he enjoys as good a date 

of health, as an old man poflibly can, har- 

raffied as he has been with a fevere complica¬ 

tion of difeafes, continual pains, vexation, 

and to crown ail, with a copious flux of blood 

and a rigorous diet. This naturally weakened 

him; if however his fiomac'n fhould loath 

other victuals, I fhall advife him to live upon 

milk alone. 

This diforder then as I told you before was 

an internal hemorrhage and the black matter 

was degenerated blood; I fuppofe you are of 

the fame opinion: but the fubjedt admits of 

further enquiries. 

For inftance, it may perhaps be afked whe¬ 

ther this is the Atra bills. Though it is with 

relu&ance I depart from the opinions of our 

common Chief, yet the force of truth will 

not permit me to hold the affirmative of this 

queftion : my avocations do not allow me to 

fet forth my reafons at prefent, and to conflder 

whether this fame Atra bills is, or is not, a 

creature of imagination. 
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It may be aiked, in the next place, what the 

nature of the affection, previous to the hemor¬ 

rhage, was. I anfwer, an overcharging of the 

blood-veflels which encompafs the ftomach and 

inteftines. Thence proceeded a compreffion 

on the nerves and pain; the reception of food, 

as it enlarges the volume of thefe membranous 

vifeera, encreafes the compreffion too; then 

the pains redouble; and abate as foon as there 

is a difeharge of blood. This opinion is 

agreeable to the obfervation which Kaemphius 

made and communicated to the public upon 

differing a man who died of a like diftem- 

per, he difeovered the gaftric arteries duffed 

with black blood. The ftomach, being difor- 

dered in its function, occafioned the crude 

and liquid condition of the ftools. In a word, 

the intermiflions and the other fymptoms of 

this difeafe will not efcape the attention of any 

one, who is well aware, how many caufes 

are capable of varying the impetus of the 

blood in its veffels, and the fallibility of the 

nerves. But befides, the remote caufe of this 

malady may be enquired into: and I believe 

we may lay down five. The relaxation of the , 

veffels, 



{ 9 ) 

veiTels, brought on both by the intermittents 

(which produce that eifedt, whatever may be 

faid to the contrary) and by the emollient re¬ 

gimen, which is appropriated to the cure of 

them: the want of the exercife necefiary to 

promote the circulation in the veiTels of the 

ilomach and inteftines : the conilrained atti¬ 

tude he fat in during his intenfe application to 
% - 4 ► 

ftudy; the coffee, fpirit of cherries, and warm 

drinks he had recourfe to: and laftly the im¬ 

proper ufe of vomits of which he made too 

frequent trials for feveral years. 

Are there no more powerful medicines than 

thofe which I prefcribed ? Undoubtedly there 

are, and they are cried up even by men of 

reputation. But my dear friend, as your fa- 

gacity, learning and phyiical experience make 

you a competent judge of the matter, I fhall 

lay before you the reafons which induce me to 

think that they would be either fruitlefs or 

dangerous on the prefent occafion. Bleeding, 

which is the fir ft thing that occurs to confide- 

ration in cafes of an hemorrhage, is unfervice- 

ab!e, not to add prejudicial; this I am con¬ 

vinced of by. the concurring arguments of 

C reafon 
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rcafon, the authority of capital authors, and 

my own obfervations. Here I was furnifhed 

with too many reafons to refrain from it; the 

patient, tormented for a long time with an 

atlhma (a diforder fo apt to degenerate into a 

hydrops pectoris) was at that time very feeble, 

free from any feverim fymptoms, and emaci¬ 

ated by the weaknefs of the digeftive powers, 

and by a faint and lingering convalefcence. 

How much foever vomits may be recom¬ 

mended upon falfe principles of theory by 

relpedable writers, could I reafonably pre- 

fcribe them, without clafhing with the molt 

unexceptionable rules of pradice? This re¬ 

medy caufes hemorrhages fometimes, when 

the blood-veifels are in the founded: ftate, and 

of courfe it would be no lefs than mortal, 

when they are already burft in any part. 

Should I not have made ufe of purgatives, 
« 

conformably to my intention of evacuating ? 

Even the mildeft of that clafs, might have 

brought on a return of the vomiting, by their 

adion on a ftomach fo irritable and apt to 

naufeate. I pafs over the others in filence; 

they may be looked upon as poifon: they all 

ftimu- 



ftimulate the parts, and my purpofe was to keep 

them in a ftatc of tranquility ; too precipitate 

an evacuation would have done fome great 

damage. Let us obferve what pafFes in external 

wounds: do we not fee them bleed afrefb, 

if the little obftru&ing clods are too roughly 

removed from the orifices of the veffels? the 

fame thing will naturally happen to internal 

wounds. On the other hand, the glyfters anfiver 

every good end that could be expected from the 

purgatives; they temper, they excite, without 

irritating, a gentle periftaltic motion, which 

counteracts that of vomiting; and it is this, 

that renders them fo effe&ual in fimilar cafes. 

It might perhaps have been wiihed that I 

had prefcribed drinks of a more refolvent or 

of a more acid quality. But unluckily while 

I look over the medicines ranked in the for¬ 

mer of thefe two clafies, I cannot meet with 

any, void of a dangerous acrimony; befides, as 

the diameter of the inteflines is fufficiently 

wide for the free padage of the larger clots of 

blood, it is to be apprehended that a dilution 

of this corrupted fubllance would favour its 

abforption into the vafcular fyflem, and would 

C 2 ther«- 
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therefore be attended with alarming confe- 

quences. 

Meflrs. Navier and Bonte, to whom we are 

indebted for good obfervations on the Mor¬ 

bus Niger, fet a great value on the acid fpi- 

rits, and among the reft on the Aqua Rabel- 

lss (dulcified Spirit of Vitriol) to which I 

fhould prefer the pure fpirit of vitriol here; thefe 

acids are undoubtedly poflefled of an antiputrid 

quality in an eminent degree; they mitigate 

heat and feverifti fymptoms; but my patient 

was free from both; I therefore could have 

but very diftant apprehenfions of a putrid dia- 

thefis, and I looked upon the almond drinks 

to be fufticient to anfwer the indication of 

preventing it, not pretending at the fame time 

but that more powerful medicines might have 

been made ufe of. 

I did not venture to allow my patient any 

kind of meat; this fort of food is too apt to 

favour an hemorrhage and putrefa&ion, and 

to generate feverifti fymptoms. The prefer¬ 

ence is undoubtedly to be given to that nou- 

riftiment, which the experience of fo many 

ages proves to be of a temperate, fweetenings 

nu- 
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nutritive and cooling quality, I mean the 

Ptifanna Percolata of the Immortal Hippo¬ 

crates. 

If we confider the weaknefs of this patient, 

it feemed naturally confequent to prefcribe the 

medicines, improperly called cordials. But 

their action would infallibly have brought on 

the flux of blood from the inteftines again, 

whence this fame weaknefs proceeded; and 

inflead of fubduing the difeafe by this method, 

I fhould have difpatched the patient by the 

effedt of thefe volatil, fpirituous, and fuch 

like fubflances. 

Do not imagine that I flatter myfelf with 

certain hopes of having radically cured my 

patient. This is fo much the lefs to be ex¬ 

pected, becaufe art cannot, upon the weak 

and exhaufled habit of this old man, ground 

any profpedt of reftoring him to his native 

vigour. But I have perhaps dwelt too long 

upon this obfervation ; my patient did not 

however fink under his difeafe. The iflue of 

the following cafe was not fo fuccefsful. 

Second 
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Second Cafe. 

An ingenious tradefman, of honed paren¬ 

tage, aged thirty, and married for fcveral years 

pad to a young wife of an excellent confuta¬ 

tion, happened to afk my advice about two 

years ago, for pains in his fiomach, fo fevere 

that they deprived him of all his drength at the 

time of the paroxyfm. My firft treatment of 

this complaint proved unfuccefsful. This led 

me to fufpedt that it fprung from a more grie¬ 

vous caufe than that which determined me to 

adopt this method of cure; and hereupon, I 

put him to a milk diet, and added thereto the 

affidance of fome medicine, which has total¬ 

ly efcaped my memory, as thefe previous par¬ 

ticulars were not fet down in any of my day¬ 

books. Some weeks after, I met him and 

received his thanks for the recovery of his 

health. Since that time I did not hear of 

him, till I was informed of the return of his 

pains. Being lent for the 23d of March at 

eleven o’clock, I found him extremely weak> 

hardly able to fpeak, and to prevent his faint- 

t 



ing totally, he was conftantly obliged to fmell 

to vinegar; his afpeCt was cadaverous, his 

pulfe hardly fenfible, and fo quick that the 

pulfations could fcarce be reckoned, he was 

free from any other pain except an importu-? 

nate tenefmus, occasioned by the efforts of na¬ 

ture. To give you a further account of the 

diibrder, in the beginning of Ian Summer, 

a phyfician conjecturing that he had got 

obftruCtions of the liver, the fpleen, or pan¬ 

creas, prefcribed him home mdlcines, which 

procuring no relief, were fucceeded by the 

ufe of the waters of Lucca; which this dodor 

ordered him to drink, and to bathe in. He 

certainly was not of the fame opinion with 

our celebrated friend Haller, nor with Kaem- 

phius, who proves that in this fort of affedti- 
I 

on, /reel and mineral waters are contraindi¬ 

cated ; and you know that the waters of Lucca 

are impregnated with iron; however the pa¬ 

tient returned from thence better, and conti¬ 

nued fo for a fortnight hut no longer. Yet 

how delufive a recovery was this! for then his 

diforder grew worfe from day to day. He 

was attacked during the whole winter with 
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pains in the loins and ftomach, and a vomiting 

of limpid water; no food could pafs with 

him, and he was reduced to the ncceffity of 

living for feveral weeks upon broth and a cer¬ 

tain kind of paftry called lecrelets. In the 

night of the 2id inftant, this unhappy pati¬ 

ent being folicited to go to (tool by intolerable 

pains, fell into adeliquium, and when he was 

put into his bed again, his weaknefs encreafed 

to an extraordinary pitch. The phylician was 

lent for in the morning; who, attending to the 

flrength of the lick (for that is the fir ft indi¬ 

cation to be followed in order to the preferva- 

tion of life) ordered him a cordial draught, 

compofed of Aq. Melifi*. Tindur. Caftor: and 

the Syr. Cort. Citrei. to be often repeated; his 

faintnefs encrealecl itill, and he rendered faeces 

of a black colour. Towards night he was 

ordered another mixture with tamarinds, ex¬ 

tract of rhubarb, and Sal acetofae to be taken 

by fpoonfuls: of this he had hardly fwallowed 

any, when he was (eized with a vomiting of 

faeces, and an unremitting fucceifion of fyn- 

copes; the purging potion was omitted, his 

ftate 
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ftate grew more and more defperate; and 

about noon he expired. 

His brothers, with whom the good of all 

Tick people, and particularly, their lifter, (who 

was afflicted with a pain in her ftomach) juftiy 

overbalanced the vulgar prejudice, deftred to 

have the body opened, in order to difcover the 

caufe of fo dreadful a diforder. I was called 

to affift at the difiection with the other phyfi- 

cian, and here follows the refult thereof. 

The whole body and particularly the Spina 

dorfi appeared fo emaciated, that it fufficiently 

denoted a Tabes Dorfalis; and this conjecture 

is confirmed by the relief he perceived after a 

long abfence from home. This perhaps was 

the only caufe of his amendment during his ftay 

at the waters of Lucca. There was no adhe- 

fion, no defedt in the thorax, except the pale- 

nefs and inanition of the heart, the lungs and 

blood-veftels; on opening the abdomen we dif- 

covered the mufcles bare and quite deftitute 

of fat, as well as the ftomach, which was in 

its natural ft ate and iituatidn. The inteftines 

which were overfpread with red and black 

fpots, and filled with wind, refembled thofe 

D of 
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of one that had died of a gangrene in that 

part, with the difference of the fin ell, and 

the obliteration of the veffels; in the fame 

manner were the veffels of the ftomach fo 

effaced, that the ftr'ufteft fearch to obferve any, 

was fruitlefs. The fpleen and the liver offer¬ 

ed to our view no other defeCl than a lighter 

colour than the natural, and a diminution of 

their volume The gall-bladder was con¬ 

tracted and only filled with air; the DuCtus 

Choledochus, the pancreas and the kidneys 

prefented no appearance of obftrudtions: fo 

that all thevifcera, to whofe charge the mif- 

chief was placed, were in a found fiate, and 

only the ffomach and inteflines were found to 

be in fault. As foon as they were opened, we 

perceived a quantity of black blood to ftream 

from the whole tube; that of the ftomach, 

being diluted by the drink, was not fo deep 

coloured, but from thence to the anus it grew 

more and more black and vifcous, particularly 

in the large guts, where it was equal to pitch 

in colour and confidence. That contained in 

the parts overrun with red fpots, was fluid; 

elfewhere it was entirely black, and after it 

was 
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was cleared out of the inteftines, they refumed 

their natural colour. 

Now let us enquire what is the caufe of the 

patient’s death. An hemorrhage whence pro¬ 

ceeded a faintnefs, fyncopes, and an inanition 

of the veflels, which circulated little or no 

blood during feveral months path 

The vafcular fyftem of the ftomach and in¬ 

teftines being overdiftended gave rife to this 

hemorrhage, let it be, if you will, a chroni¬ 

cal inflammation; however, no one has given 

abetter defcription of this exceflive plenitude, 
* 

than Monfieur Kaempf. 

Could this fatal ifiue of the diforder be 

forefeen? Let us liften to the refpedtable Hip¬ 

pocrates, his aphorifm runs thus. “ Thole 

“ painful commotions, which part from the 

“ loins, and proceed to the orifice of thefto- 

“ mach, and which are attended with aqueous 

“ vomitings, end in a vomiting of a black 

** matter.” 

But previous to the hemorrhage was there 

no poflibility of performing a cure? Kasmpf 

recommends a vegetable and fparing diet, and 

gives the preference to vegetables of a mild 

D 2 and 
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and fomewhat faponaceous quality, particular¬ 

ly to whey, taken in fmall and often repeated 

dofes with extradlum fambuci; in this parti¬ 

cular I agree with him, but cannot after ma¬ 

ture confideration conceive that any good can 

be effected by the other medicines he allies 

with thefe juft mentioned, which are all of 

a fharp irritating nature. As for the me¬ 

thod to be followed after the hemorrhage has 

declared itfelf, I have treated that point in my 

reflections on the foregoing obfervation. 

Suppoflng we could go fo far as to get the 

better of the hemorrhage, the patient fhould, 

in order to prevent the return of it, be debar¬ 

red the ufe of every thing that is capable of 

occafioning a plethora, encrealing the motion 

of the fluids, rendering them acrimonious, 

and ftimulating the inteftines; and we fhould 

preferibe, among the ftrengtheners fuch as do 

not exafperate the folids. For it is to be ex¬ 

pected that, if we do not reftore the relaxed 

tonus of thofe veflels weakened by a continual 

diftention of a long (landing, the fir ft diftur fi¬ 

ance that fhall happen in them, will burft them 

again. The agreeable Rcdi, in his entertain¬ 

ing 
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lug letters, which have an ample claim to the 

reader’s applaufe by the bare merit of their 

elegant flilc, fays with very much juftice that 

nature is frequently felf-fufficient, and that fhe 

in time enables the blood-veflelsto recover their 

llrengtb by the affiftance of a light temperate 

diet. But when the relaxation of the fibres is of 
\ 

an old date and owing to feme grievous caufe, 

here it is advifeable that art fhould ftep in to 

the affiflance of nature. And in this cafe as in 

many others it is, that the enfuing fuccefs has 

declared in favour of the proper treatment. 

Should we afk the difciples of Stahl what 

the diforder of this unhappy fufferer was, they 

would not fail to difiinguifh it with the title 

of an hemorrhoidal colic, and upon this ground 

they would maintain that the piles would be 

ferviceable to him. It mult be allowed that an 

evacuation by this outlet would procure fome 

relief, confidering the infinite number of in- 

ofculations by which the vafcular lyftem is 

united; for it is but reafonable to fuppofe that 
J 

there was not a general deftrudtion of the 

vefiels, but that only a few fuffered, through 

which the blood extravafated. And had it 

been 
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been the hemorrhoidal branches alone that fup- 

phed this difcharge, it is warranted by a 

number of obfervations that the fame benefit 

would have been attained: but does it thence 

follow that the piles ought to be brought on? 

I think not. The piles but feldom forward 

the cure of difeafes, and then the fervice they 

may be of, is attended with troublefome con- 

fequences. You fee how many inconveniences 

the monthly flux, as natural a difcharge as it 

is, renders women incident to; then the piles 

intail the fame diforders upon men. Several 

obfervations confirm this afiertion; Santorini, 

Richter, Guntz, Heifter, Tralles, who are 

all of them firft-rate writers, have fubfcribed 

to it; and Monfieur de Haen has lately fet it 

in the cleared light with his known erudition 

and fagacity. 

I fhall add, that it is dangerous to provoke 

the piles in the diforder which is the fubjedfc 

of our difcuflion. For, who can anfwer 

that the ftimulating medicines, which mud 

necefiarily be prefcribed to promote this dif¬ 

charge, and yet are contra-indicated in the 

primitive affection, will rather exert their 

adtion on the hemorrhoidal than on the iliac 

veflels,. 
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vefiels. It is then to be apprehended that this 

courfe would add fuel to fire and difpatch the 

patient. What I here advance is confirmed 

by fome excellent obfervations of Dodtor de 

Haen, on the different effedls produced by 

the piles, according to the refpedtive vefiels 

which fupply the difcharge. I mull own at 

the fame time that I do not look upon it to 

be of any great confequence, whichfoever of 

the fill all branches proves the fource of the 

flux: it is of much more ferious moment to 

be aware that, (uppofing our patient fhould 

recover by this alternative, his diforder will 

incelfantly return as foon as the portion of 

blood that has been loft (hall be reproduced. 

In this particular it may properly be compared 

to the colic pains that forerun the appearance 

of the Catamenia; nothing but the evacua¬ 

tion can give a reprieve from it, and it will 

continually revert if no other remedy is em¬ 

ployed. It would be therefore idle to ground 

the hopes of a radical cure upon this dif¬ 

charge, for it will only procure a palliative, 

doubtful and treacherous amendment: we 

fhould then be ftridtly on our guard againfl 

bringing it on, unlefs the ufe of the emollient 

glvfters 
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glyfters (which are fo effential to our purpofe) 

may be looked upon as productive of this 

effeCt. Do not imagine in the mean time 

that I take the colic, with which this man 

was afflicted, to be an hemorrhoidal colic I 

only maintain that though that were the cafe, 

all pofllble means ffaould be exerted to pre¬ 

vent the appearance of the piles, becaufe, as 

Heifter fays with muchjuftice, their cafual 

obftruCtion (to which I fhall add the too great 

quantity thereof) eafily gives birth to an in¬ 

finite number of accidents fubfequent to the 

troublefome ills which they fufpend. 

From our obfervations may be drawn many 

inferences of great import in practice: I fhall 

only mention one. Thofe fevere, inveterate 

pains of the ftomach, the loins and the in- 

teftines, are a matter of more weighty confi- 

deration than they are ufually thought to be ; 

and the bitter, aromatic and fpirituous medi¬ 

cines, which are oppofed to them, are unfafe 

and even deftru&ive, while the clafs of coolers 

on the other hand fupplies us with good fto-- 

machics. How many have been daily dif- 

patched by the pernicious cuftom of pre- 

fcribing 
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fcribingrarmitiatives to remedy pretended fia« 

tulent complaints i* 

I have now fulfilled my engagement with 

refpedt to the Morbus Niger : but I am juft 

E now 

* Simfon, in the laft of his four excellent differtations 

jntitled de re medicd, gives us an inftance of this diforder* 

ufhered in by fymptoms, fomewhat different from thefe 

already laid before us, and otherwife treated. I therefore 

take the freedom to p refen t the judicious reader with a 

comparative view of it. T his learned author, enlarging 

on the ufes of the mucous coat that lines all the cavities 
\ 

of the human body, takes more particular notice of that 

which defends the Cardia, or upper orifice of the ftomach, 

and the ill confequences arifing from the privation of it, 

The things moil: powerfully productive of this bad effedi 

he takes to be fpirituous liquors, warm drinks, particu¬ 

larly of a faponaceous quality, and fuch other fubftances 

as are capable of diffoiving this dime with which nature 

Iheathed the fibres of the Cardia, and fo expofing them 

to the adlion of all kinds of ftimuli. Hence a cardialgia, 

if not taken timely notice of, becomes the treacherous 

forerunner of more dangerous ills. This he reafons on very 

foundly, and illuftrates with the only example he ever met 

with, wherein the mo ft defperate ft ages of the difeafe fell 

under his own infpe&ion. 

“ George Lowe, a labouring man of fifty, confulted 

me about a diftemper he was aftiiCted with, which he re- 

prefented as an unufual fort of tightnefs and a continual 

fenfe of fullnefs in the left hypochondriac region, attended 

with a moft acute pain in the pit of the ftomach and the 

op~ 
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now informed of the death of a patient who 

had experienced torturing pains in his (to¬ 

rn ach : 
V . 

---- ' - - -. I, - - ... 1 ■ —■■■■" 

oppofite part of the back ; befides many wandering pains, 

fometimes about his fhoulder-blades and fometimes in his, 

Jides. Ladly, he complained of being fuhjeft to fuch 

cxcefiive quantities of wind in his domach, that he was 

afraid of burding, and therefore often fought relief by 
belching ; but his endeavours were generally fruitlefs. 

Having proceeded thus far in his account, the poor 

wretch, as if feized with a fit of madnefs, threw himfelf 

proftrate on the bed, and fuddenly heaping all the bed- 

cloths under his hypochondria, leaned againft them with 

all his might; fhortly after, unable to bear this fituation, 

he rofe, fat by the fire, and begged to have warm cloaths 

applied to his fides. This requed was complied with? 

but to no purpofe : until he at length forced up fome 

wind, after being almod tired to death with draining , 

and recovered himfelf a little. \ hen burfting into tears 

(as was cuftomary with him) and bewailing his Jot in a 

mod pitiful manner, he implored the Divinity to rid him 

of a life become fo calamitous; nor would he give the 

lead attention to the entreaties of his friends or the phy- 

fician, but cad his eyes on the ground and fo remained 

inflexible and inconfolable. * As often as I go to fee him I 

find him in this delponding condition, and this is not to be 
v , i i . - 

admired at, for the unhappy fufterer can fcarce ever tafle 

either liquids or folids without experiencing thefe fevere 

attacks. I now defired to know, fird, if he could clearly 

point out to me the commencement of his diforder ? he 

replied, that it began at a didant period and gradually 

increafed to that pitch. But he could not fatisfy me as to 

What 
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mach: after laying before you the fcate of his 

cafe, I fliall next proceed to give you an ac~ 

E 2 count 

what originally gave rife to this grievous complaint, un- 

lefs it proceeded from his having been formerly overcharg¬ 

ed with an enormous burden ; a misfortune which, tho? 

it befell him long fince, had yet made fo lading an im- 

predion upon him, that it was dill frefh in his memory. 

I next afked him, what tade his belches had ? he told me 

that they were not all alike, but generally fpeaking were 

ib acid and fharp that they abfolutely lacerated his throat. 

(But whether this fenfe of laceration was imprefied by the 

extreme fharpnefs of his belches, or whether the organs 

of deglutition were really fo atFedled of old, we (hall 

foon difcover.) He had no refpite from his torture except 

while his domach was empty. Befides he was always a 

little better, when he had a loofenefs* and when he var ied 

his diet, though any one fort of food was fcarce tolerable 

to him above three days. To this the patient’s account I 

fliall ajinex a detail of the future fuccedive changes of 

his didemper. Not long after he was feized with a vo¬ 

miting of blood, which was modly concrete, confided of 

a good deal of ferum and refembled fragments of a liver : 

this dreadful fymptom was fucceeded by repeated deliquia. 

A little after he was chilled all over with cold. A difmal 

murmuring none, fuch as often precedes death, iffued at 

his throat, and thence crept along to his intedines. Here 

all hopes were given over. However, after a fpoonful of 

warm wine was poured into his mouth, he opened his 

eyes, began to fpeak and turned away from the wine ; 

wnich we afterwards ordered him, mixed with an equal 

quantity of forge water and a little Bol Armenick. Thus 

beino 
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count of what we learned from the difledtion 

of the body. 
The 

being retrieved, be got a little better for fome few weeks ; 

when be had arelapfe of his former obftinate complaints, 

and renouncing all afliftance he dragged on a life of fuf- 

ferings almoft a year longer. At length I was informed 

that he voided great quantities of black, hard, parched 

matter by ftool, and expired the day after. 

Now I was happy to avail myfelf of an occafion of in- 

veftigating the nature of a diforder hitherto unexampled 

and obtained leave to diffetft the body. This done I dif- 

covered the inteftines all along, as well as the ftomach. 

Huffed with coagulated blood. Hard by the Cardia there 

appeared unnatural, rough, fchirrhous tuberofities ; and 

about a nail’s breadth below the Cardia, towards the right 

and on the outfide, where it is contiguous to the liver, a 

remarkable tumour as big as a fift, of a hard and equal 

confidence and yellowifh colour: it took its rife from the 

external tunic of the ftomach grown ulcerated, and mo- 

lefted the adjacent fibres of the liver fo, that it inflamed 

and rendered it purulent, and yet had no adherence there¬ 

with. I could difeover no rupture of the veffels any 

where, and therefore fuppofe it lay in the interftices of 

thefe fchirrhous tuberofities, for I traced the courfe of the 

blood fo far. Nothing elfe was found amifs in the whole 

abdomen.” 

Thus far Dr. Simfon. He afterwards, with much 

juftice conjectures this difeafe to be the genuine Melancho¬ 

lia jlatuofa et vtto^ov^iocxvi of the Antients. As to the 

nature of this fuppofed Atra bilis, he agrees in opinion 

.with our author. 
The Tranflator, 

i 
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’The third Obfervation. 

A poor man, aged thirty, had returned to 

his native country after ferving five years in 

the Englifli army ; when he was preffied into 

the Pruffian fervice, by villains who ravifhed 

his little property from him : here he fpent 

nine years in vexation and milery. He at 

length found means to defert at the battle of 

Collins, and returning home he endeavoured 

to work in a printing-office for his livelihood ; 

but this occupation requiring more ilrength 

than he was mailer of, he betook himfelf to 

the mending of the high ways, and this work 

he was frequently obliged, though with re¬ 

luctance, to difcontinue, by the feverity of 

the pain in his ilomach. 

At lail his fufferings grew fo unremitting 

and fo acute, that they confined him to his 

bed, and he confulted me at the end of 

Autumn. On carefully examining the fymp- 

toms of his diitemper, I difcovered nothin? 

amifs with the operations of the animal ceco- 

nomy, excepting his fleep, which was hin¬ 

dered by the pain, and the aCtion of the in- 

teilines. 
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teftines, which was fo torpid that he was 

continually conftipated. He had no naufea, 

except when his ftomach was overcharged; 

but in that circumfcribed fpace between the 

Cartilago Enflformis and the navel, he was 

inceflfantly affiided with an acute and fre¬ 

quently a racking pain, which increafed after 

bis meals. 

On deliberating with the greateft attention 

I was capable of, upon the caules of this fo 
violent a diftemper, I could only conjedure 

the exigence of a calculus obftruded in its 

paflage to the inteflines, or a fchirrhus. I 

even thought I difcovered that the liver was 

affeded, by feeling the hypochondriac region 
where the inferior lobe was found harder to 
the touch than it is naturally; and this fufpi- 

cion was corroborated by the circumftance of 

bis being coftive; but tince this lobe did not 

exceed its ordinary volume, l could not pro¬ 

nounce upon the matter peremptorily. The 

painful part admitted of a flight touch, but if 

prefled upon a little, it was immediately ne- 

ceffary to difcontinue the comprefiion, fo 

much was the pain exafperated thereby; from 

hence 
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hence I concluded that the pancreas itfelf was 

injured. •' -: • : 

The patient had laboured under no previous 

disorder; but die harddiips of war and the 

lading melancholy, which he endured, were 

very fufficient to produce a fchirrhus. As for 

a done, if there was any reafon that favoured 

the opinion of it, there were infinitely more 

that dood up to overthrow this opinion. I 

therefore direde-d my views to the refolution 

of the fchirrhus, provided it was not a con¬ 

firmed one, and this courfe I adopted the ra¬ 

ther, becaufe the medicines that I had an eye 

to, were undoubtedly efficacious in the cafe 

of a calculus, if this fhould chance to exid. 

But in this advanced • period of the feafon I 

was concerned to find myfelf limited in my 

choice of the medicines which this defperate 

didemper required. I ordered him to keep to 

a light d ;et, and the; ufe of fuch faponaceous 

remedies as the feafon afforded to foment 
i * i 

the part affeded as gently as poffible, and to 

take two or three -glyders a day. The pati¬ 

ent* far from being relieved by this method, 

got an univerfal loathing: artificial mineral 

waters were prefcribed to no purpofe, and I 

had 
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had no better luck in the application of fe- 

datives. Upon this I renounced medicine, 

and advifed him to live only upon milk, a 

little water and honey; and with this regimen 

he did not even get an abatement of his pain, 

his diforder kept to its former degree of 

feverity : I however procured him fome hours 

reft by the means of opium, which he had 

now been taking every night ftnce the middle 

of January, and which I allowed him every 

morning too for many weeks before his death. 

It was a duty enjoined by charity, and huma¬ 

nity, to grant this unhappy fufferer the only 

relief which providence pointed out for the 

alleviation of his intolerable pain. 

I was well aware that opium was never the 

jefs oppoiite to every ftep towards a cure; it 

deftroyed the powers of the ftomach, fo far 

as to have brought on a general loathing; it 

favoured his conftipation;. it oppofed the re- 

folution of the fchirr.hus, and the acftion of 

the other remedies, inline, it impaired the 

patient’s ftrength : but after all hopes of re¬ 

covery were given ovc, was I not warranted 

to employ the only remedy capable of allay- 
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ing a pain, which if continual would prove 

In the month of February another pbyfici- 

an ordered him to be blooded. He was un¬ 

doubtedly in the right, in fuch a ftate of atony, 

reftlefsnefs, emaciation, torture, and inani¬ 

tion as this poor wretch was reduced to, to 

rob him over and above that of the humidum 

radicale, if he aimed at the beft method of 

fhortening his calamitous days. But that he 

could have other views than this, is to me in- 

comprehenfible: /Edipus himfelf would be 

perplexed to account for it. There appeared 

no figns of a jaundice: during the latter 

weeks of the patient’s life, his complaints 

2rofe to a continual kind of howling which 

made me more than once fufpedt an internal 

cancer, what the vulgar call a gnawing fer- 

pent. He fetched his breath with eafe and 

regularity to the laid moment: at length after 

a flight refpite and a fhort delirium without 

fuffocation, without any other diforder in his 

pulfe than its gradual extindlon, he expired on 

the firfl: of April at five in the morning. 

The furgeon his affiftant and I could fcarce 

believe our eyes, when we faw that the body 

infupportable 
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of this man, who was fix feet tall and pro* 

portionally lufty and well fet, only weighed 

fifty pounds. His file in was hard and livid, 

the mufcles of the abdomen were fmall, parch¬ 

ed, and blackith ; and the omentum was 

rather like a kind of thin parchment. The 

intefiines were hideous to look at; the exter¬ 

nal membrane of the duodenum, the pylorus 

and the adjacent part of the ftomach were 

tinged with a yellow colour. This latter vif- 

cus was empty, and had no defedt, but it lay 

pretty deep towards its left fide and concealed 

under the liver j which was grown to a pro¬ 

digious bulk indeed, fituated as well as the 

fpleen higher than the third rib, and had no 

preternatural adherence.any where; its fur- 

face was, as it were, thudded with tuberofities, 

and felt as hard as tlone, except about the 

palTage of the vena portae: it made as much 

refiilance to the difi'edting knife, as a cartilage 

or a bone in its infant ftate ; and in cutting, 

the motion of the inftrument was interrupted 

by an incredible number of fmall hones. We 

difeovered no blood in it; in colour it refem- 

bled new cheefe; but at the middle and con¬ 

cave part it had degenerated from the natural 

hate 
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ftate left than elfewhere. We weighed a 

piece of it, which we judged to he heavier 

than an equal volume of marble: the inferior 

lobe, which was the hardeft and the moft bul¬ 

ky, com pre fled all the adjacent parts. The 

vefica fellea was final!, of a cylindrical form; 

and contained no folid body, only a little fluid 

and extremely black bile. The fpleen being 

a little bigger than it naturally is, was full of 

black fluid blood that flowed out through the 

flighted: inciflon; this argues an anaflomofls 

of the vafcular fyftem fufficient for the dif- 

charge of many blood-veffels by a (ingle one, or 

elfe an extravafation into the membrana cellu- 

lofa which connects and fuppcrts thefe veffels. 

However that be, let it be remarked that the 

fpleen was fo deftitute of any degree of firm- 

nefs that it became quite flabby after the blood 

was evacuated. 

This is fufficient to difeover the caufe of 

this man’s extreme fufferings. What phyfi- 

cian can be ignorant that the liver in a fchir- 

rhous ftate imparts the moft acute pains to the 

flomach ? But whether I was wrong in con¬ 

jecturing that the pancreas bore a part in the 

mifehief, we were able to judge after having 

Fa' re- 

i 
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removed the ftomach. Then we perceived 

this vifcus three times larger than the natural 

fize, harder than the liver, and more ftony, of 

the fame colour and the fame exceffive weight 

with it. There is no doubt but that the fto¬ 

mach, thus fituated between two petrified vif- 

cera, muft have endured a moft extraordinary 

compreflion, and come in for a ftiare in all the 

evils that are attributed to them. I even dif- 

covered the chara&eriftic marks of the cancer 

which I had an apprehenfion of, in the middle 

and inferior part of the pancreas, for there it 

was livid and thickfet with tumours proceeding 

from an expanfion of the membrana adipofa. 

We perceived no preternatural adhefion all 

ever the abdomen ; and the period of interring 

the body approaching, prevented our exami¬ 

ning the other cavities, but to fay the truth 

the infpe&ion of them was of no great iignifi- 

cance, for what we had already feen I’uffici- 

ently demonftrated the reality and confirmed 

ftate of the difeafe, and of courfe the fruitlefs 

application of medicine. It is unneceftary for 

me to dwell any longer on this fubjedl; and 

on the precautions, the obfervations that will 

occur to every phyfician of your fagacity on 

fimilar 
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fimilar occafions. I fhall therefore next take 

notice of another cafe that came in my way 

the fame week, the matter is not defpicable, 

tho’ at the fame time it is not of as weighty 

confideration as the foregoing. 

A child four years old, whom I had juft re¬ 

covered from a marafmus by the affiflance of 

the bark and the ex trad of buckbean, voided 

in the morning after a flight itching, a young 

tsenia, all of an even thicknefs, which did 

not exceed that of a coarfe white thread, a- 

bout twenty-five inches in length, and rolled 

about in three or four circles. It refembled 

thofe which Monfieur Linnaeus difcovered in 

the fprings in Sweden, and them that a friend 

of mine obferved in a fountain in Switzerland. 

The celebrated Haller, who is a ftranger to 

nothing that regards natural hiftory, takes 

notice that this infect is often to be met with 

in water; but I do not know any body that has 

obferved that ever a child voided one of this 

kind. I have however been fince informed 

by a refpedable lady, that her daughter had 

voided fome of the fame form until (he came 

to be ten years old, but that for fifteen years 

paft fhe had perceived nothing that approached 

to 
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to the taenia. As I was in a hurry to fet out 

on a journey, at the time that I was {hewn 

this infedr, I did not think of defxring to have 

it preferved for me in milk. This omiffion 

gives me concern; I might at my return have 

made fome experiments to afcertain whether 

it was capable of motion, of attaining to ma¬ 

turity in milk, and of multiplying as the po¬ 

lypus does. 

I {hall only take notice how abfurd and in¬ 

compatible with obfervation it is to give this 

fort of worms the appellation of folitary, 

whereas they are found in company with other 

worms. And here we have a recent proof 

of the anthelmintic quality of the bark; which 

gives us to underftand that the weaknefs of 

the digeftive powers being the caufe of the 

generation of worms, the medicines fitted to 
O 

remove them are alfo thofe beft adapted to re¬ 

move this weaknefs. 

I fihall be attentive to know if in future the 

child fhould have taenias; I have feen feveral 

people cured of this worm by furgeon Naufer’s 

medicine, which his widow now vends; and 

they were a fecond time attacked with it fome 

years after. It is then a falfe afifertion that 

when 
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when cnce the taenia is expelled, the fame 

perfon is never again afihdted with it. I have 

already engaged your attention with the nar¬ 

rative of what I learned from the didedtion 
* 

of a body ; and I (hall now acquaint you with 

the benefit I obtained by an incifion on the 

living. 

An unmarried woman of thirty, of adrong 

conditution, and irreproachable character, was 

feized with a violent head-ach, two years and 

four months ago ; this complaint had fenfibly 

weakened her already, at the expiration of 

dome weeks, when die came to have my ad¬ 

vice. She fuffered day and night without in- 

termilfion, and was utterly unable to enjoy a 

moment’s deep. The fpot from whence the 

pain fhot, was at the interior poderior angle 

of the right parietal bone, and might be co¬ 

vered with a fmall coin ; but the fenfation 

fpread all over the forehead, and it came on 

fometimes with fucb fury, that the patient 

cried out at one time that die was torn to 

pieces, at another, that die was burned ; in a 

word, her condition was truly deplorable. As 

Ihe lived in the country, I had not frequent 

occafions of feeing her; but her mother or dep- 

father 
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father gave me a faithful account of every 

thing that pafled. I fucceffively made a trial 

of every help that medicine could fugged to 

me, as the patient and thofe about her were as 

tractable as I could wiffi: fhe got fome little 

relief by cupping, but dill more by bliders 

applied to the head, which were kept running 

for a long time: no fort of bleeding was of 

fervice to her, not even that of the temporal 

artery, which I ordered her after the example 

of the celebrated Gefner, who I remember 

informs us in his letters that he cured a like 

didemper by this method $ neither the femi- 

cupium, nor cold bathing, nor pumping, nor 

opium, nor the feton, on which Ruifch be- 

dows fo many encomiums, nothing, in a word, 

that I could devife, was able to remove this ob- 
•i 

dinate pain. 

During the whole courfe of this difeafe, the 

catamenia flowed at their regular periods, and 

the patient’s ordinary date of health was no 

otherwife didurbed than by her pain and con¬ 

tinual want of deep. But at length over¬ 

whelmed with fifteen months watching and 

affliction the was obliged to keep her bed, and 

her conditution began to decline; die was 

fuc- 
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fucceflively feized with a nan Tea and colic pains; 

(he voided worms, partly of the nature of the 

taenia, and partly of an uncommon fpecies but 

fimilar to fome which (lie had rendered before 

in her younger years; and to crown all, fhe 

got intermitting palpitations of the heart, 

anxieties, together with an univerfal forenefs 

all over the furface of her body. 

Having defired her to drop taking medicine 

during the winter, I could devife no other 

probable means at the return of fpring of re¬ 

leafing her from this defperate condition, than, 

to make a long and deep incifion on the af¬ 

fected part, by which the mufcuiar and cuta¬ 

neous nerves as well as fibres being divided 

might be rendered incapable of communicat¬ 

ing the pain. Convinced that what gave rife 

to it did not extend beyond the bone, I made 

no doubt but that it would fucceed; and al- 

tho’ I had harboured any apprehenfion of that 

point, I would neverthelefs have tried this 

expedient rather than continue in the morti¬ 

fying afiurance that nothing would get the 

better of this flubborn complaint. 1 muft 

own that the pain might have proceeded from 

an afperity on the cranium molefting the muf- 
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cles and the pericranium, and that in this 

cafe the intended incifion would not have 

proved very ferviceable, but it would at lead 

have brought the true fource of the pain to 

light, and fo given room to the employing fome 

other method of cure, perhaps trepanning if 

judged necefiary. The patient very refolutely 

fubmitted to endure the pain of the operation, 

in hopes of getting fome relief thereby : and in 

confequence on the twelfth of April the fur- 

geon made a crucial incifion two inches long 

down to the pericranium; I procured fo plen¬ 

tiful a fuppuration that in three days time 

the pericranium was expofed to view, and I 

pricked it feveral times over, without the 

woman’s having any fenfe of pain, whether I 

gave her notice of what I was doing or not: I 

repeated the fame experiments the feventh day 

with the fame refult and to the great aftonifli- 
I 

ment of the furgeon, who very repeatedly af- 

fured bimfelf of the reality of this infenfibi- 

lity. Are we not warranted to conclude 

from thence that the pericranium is infenfi- 

bleP 

But 
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But we (hall lay afide this obfervation with 

all the ufe that may be made ofj it. The 

wound was healed up the fifth of May. The 

patient, contrary to her expectations got rid 

of her pain from the moment the incifion was 

made, and has had no return of it fince; the 

heavinefs in her head is infenfibly gone off, 

and fhe has now no complaint but a weaknefs, 
\ ' 

a loathing, her palpitation and a fort of dead 

pain in the trunk and towards the extremities; 

(he begins to recover her reft tho’ flowlv; in 

fine I flatter myfelf that all thefe relics, the 

fruits of her watching and ill habit of body 

will yield to the refolution and youth of my 

patient. 

I have already fubdued the naufea by the 

afiiftance of hypecacuanha; and I (hall em¬ 

ploy rhubarb united with cuckow-pint in or¬ 

der to refolve and evacuate the faeces; more¬ 

over this medicine will give a tonus to the 

vifcera, and will revive the periftahic motion 

of the inteftines and the activity of the gaftric 

juices. I am in hopes that chalybeates and 

the bark will compleat the cure, provided 

however that the organifation of all the exter- 
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nal mufcles of the head is not totally deftroy- 

ed j as I apprehend that may be the cafe, 

coniidering the conflancy and inveteracy of 

the difeal'e, which might poliibly have im¬ 

parted its effects to the environs of the part 

primarily affedted : tho’ this misfortune, which 

God avert, fliould happen, it would not argue 

that the primitive pain was not removed by 

the inciiion; it would only evince the un¬ 

timely application, and not the inutility of this 

expedient.* 

Should you now aik me what could havc 

been the caufe of this extraordinary affection, 

I reply that the patient was only confcious of 

a remote one, which was the cuftom of car¬ 

rying enormous burdens on her head j let me 

add 

* This puts me in mind of Surgeon Poitonvs intereft- 

ing obfervations on the wounds of the head. He men- 

tions two inftances he met with of the moft alarming 

fymptoms being occafioned by blows received on the head j 

towards the removal of which all imaginable means proved 

ineffectual, till the affeCted part was fcarified down to 

the cranium, and fuffered to bleed plentifully. In thefe 

cafes he obferved that a compreflion on the part renewed 

the pain; and on this account he looks upon the diforder 

to be an inflammation of the pericranium. 
The Tranflator® 
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add a more proximate caufe ; the ftimulus of 

an acrid humour obftinately fettled on the 

nerves and perhaps particularly on this very 

fenfible braich of a hard nerve which occu¬ 

pies the affected fpot. 

From all this we may draw fome inference. 

Phyficians are now-a-days grown too timo¬ 

rous : they have prepofteroufly abandoned the 

more efficacbus methods to limit themfelves 

to medicines of inferior energy. Sufficient 

attention is noipaid to this obfervation of Hip¬ 

pocrates, to wi;, that the knife cures what me¬ 

dicines cannot cure. But this intrepid practice 

that did not hefitate at large dofes and powerful 

medicines j formerly the favourite practice of 

the Arabians, and phyficians of all other 

countries; fo fuccefsfully adhered to by Sen- 

nertus, Etmuller, Stahl and Hoffman, is un¬ 

fortunately buried in oblivion j nor are the 

vigorous exertions ff the Gefners, the Tortis, 

and the Hallers, vith fome other moderns, > 

able to revive it. 
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