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Statement Handed Ly President Roosevelt to the
Japanese Ambassador (WNomura) on August 17, 1941

Refe 'ence is mad2 to thz question which the Japaness Am-
bassador raised cn August 3 during a conversation with the
vecretar of State whother 1t xright not be possible for the
responsii’ e heads ol the Japanese Government and Government of
the United States *to meet with a view to discussing means whereby
an ad justment in relations between the Unitzd States and Japan
might he brought about. The thousght of Prince Konoe and of the
Japane. ¢ Government in offering this suggestion 1s appreciated.
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In case the Japanese Government feels that Japan desires and
1s in position to suspend its erpansionist activities, to read-
Just 1ts position, and to embark —~on a peaceful program for
the Paclific :long the lires of ¢i1 program and principles to
which the United States is committed, the Government of the
United States would be prepared o eonsider resumption of the
informal exploratory discussions which were interrupted in July
and would be glad to endeavor to arrance a suitabie time and
place to excharge views. The Government of the United Stz tes,
however, feels thatl, in vicw of the circumstances attendir. : the
interruption of the Informal conversaticns between the two
Governments, it would be heipful to borth Governments, befo ‘e
undertazing a resumption of cuch conversations or proceeding
with pl :ns for a meeting, if the Japanese Government would be so
good as to furnish a clearer statement than has yet been furnishec
as to 1ts present attitude and plans, just as this Government has
repeatecly outlined to the Japanese Government its attitude and
plans.




