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the neck must be bound in such a way that a small

fish can poss dawn the throat.

The order of the boats 1s changed at the end of
each fishing.

Sometimes the boats surround a place where the
stream is not so rapid, and, while fishing, the fish-
ermen beat on the sides of the boats or make noise
by -“"]“"”””.Li' to one another, in order to encourage
the cormorants. In the mean time the birds ex-
cited by the fishermen, pursue the fish so fiercely
that some of the fish, panic-stricken, jump into the

boat or on the sand.




THE WAY OF FISHING WITH CORMORANTS.

-

The cormorant-fishing can be carried on every

evening from May r11th. until October 15th. except

in moon-light night or in muddy water.,

Fach of the fishing-boats which are usually
twelve in number, carrys a crew consisting of a
chief fisherman, an assistant, and two boatsmen :
provided with a cresset or large torch at each
bow, the boats are rowed down the river one by
one.,

The chief fisherman who wears an “eboshi” (a
kind of headgear or hat used in old Japan) and a

'

‘“koshimino”™ (loose waist-covering made of dried
Orass) manages twelve cormorants at the bow while
the assistant manages four in the middle

A string 1s tied to each bird and the fisherman
takes hold of the end in his left hand.

As soon as he sees the fish gathering round the
torch, he let loose the string and the cormorants
quickly swim after the fish and dive into the water

to catch them.

[t needs skill to manage so many strings at a
time as they are apt to be entangled by the strug-
oles of the birds.

When a cormorant has swallowed a certain
number of the fish, the fisherman hauls in the bird
and makes 1t disgorge them by pressing its neck

and throat. Immediately the fisherman again let

the bird go after the fish. When a fish is caught,
whether by the head or tail, the cormorant would
swallow its head first.

[f the cormorant catches a large fish by the
tail, the bird throws it up into the air and
catches 1t with the bill in so dexterous a manner
that it never fails; but an eel often escapes.

The disgorging of the fish by pressing the bird’s
throat seems to be cruel, but the bird feels no pain
as 1t 1s already accustomed to that method.

Skill 1s necessary in binding the bird’s neck with
cord, because 1if 1t 1s too loose, the bird would
directly pass the fish down to the stomach and
consequently grow dull, whereas, if it 1s too tight,

the bird soon gets tired and occasionally sick ; so




ming and standing on the edge of a boat, but as
they can not catch fish and are often apt to bite

people until they are completely tamed, their

beaks are bound with straw-rope.

In a few days the cormorants, being secured
with cords, are set free on a shallow river with
some older ones, the juniors only float about in the
middle stream, as if they do not know what to do,
while the seniors are busily engaged in catching
fish in competition.

In May of next year, when the fishing season
sets 1n, they become qualified to pursue their
independent profession, but even then frightened

at torch or l)(mt—lmlv they can not p(:l‘i})rm their

proper work perfectly until one or two years later.

The cormorants have the order of their standing
place settled, according to their age, by the master
who perfectly observes their ability and capacity.

When fishing is finished, all the -cormorants stand
in order on the edge of the boat in the attitude of
triumphant warriors and if there happens any

mistake in their l)l't(ftf(l(_‘f[l(‘t_‘.‘, thev Hll(it‘.(fl]]}' start a

quarrel, and keep on until they are put in proper
l;()sili(m.

[n former times the life of a cormorant used to
be from twenty to twenty five years, but lately it
has been diminished to twelve or thirteen years on
an average.

[ixcept in the fishing season which begins on
11th. May and ends on 15th. October, the cormo-

rants are set free on a river to feed themselves,

lm[ 1 lh(f (lllils]tit}' of lht'il' food 18 il‘l'(_‘;.;"l_l]:ll‘, ‘L]](‘)-’

may be affected with a disease, and their master
is in the habit of examining their weight, and when

he finds that they have t ken too much food he

causes them to disgorge some quantity and 1n

case he finds that the quantity of food they took
s too small he gives them some fish that he has

kept alive for that pUrpose.




ORIGIN OF FISHING WITH
CORMUORANTS.

The origin of fishing with cormorants in Japan

s not known exactly, vet that of fishing of that
sort on the River Nagara can be traced as far as
over one thousand years ago by some books and

traditions.

HE WAY OF CATCHING AND TRAINING
| HE CORMORANTS.

In order to catch the cormorants. bird-lhime 18

i

1

put upon some rocks which s | in the sea, and
when one of them is caught, it i1s kept, as a decoy,
upon an available rock, and round the rock some
bird-lime is put, as a means for catching other
cormorants that come near their old friend, taking
no notice of the dangerous contrivance which

controls their fate.




THE GORMORANT-FISHING

ON THE RIVER NAGARA,

_GIF‘U, JAPAN.
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