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I entered the YOMIURI Press in October 1917 end
ar1 now director of The YOMIURI a repatriate rellef
association juridical person in the press corLpany.

/it the tine of the Manchurian Incident 1 was &
reporter of the YOMIURI Press and in charge of
roeporting on the Army. Therefore I was favored with a
chance of seeing Minister of War ARLKI often, In oy
touch with hin I learned by his talks and dceds that
he was unlike other soldiesrs, a humenltarian and
pecifist, I deeply respected hin, and our intercourse
has lasted till today.

During oy Jjournalist life connected with the
Arny the effsirs that I came in touch with were the
Merch Lffair, the Menchurien Incident end the
October Incident in 1931, the May 15 Incident in 1932,
the SEIMPEITLI Incident in 1933, the LIZAWA Incident
in 1935 end the February 26 Incldent in 1936,

In the summer of 1931, Mr. ARAKI was transferred
from the position of the 6th Divislon Commander at
KUMAMOTO to that of the Chief of the General Affairs
Department of the Inspector General of Military
Training. His new position, a mere administrative
official, in the Inspectrate General of Militery Training,
hed scarcely any relation with the central administration.
Therefore we reporters, paild him no attention,

In that autumn, however, the so-called October
Incident troke out, when the officers who had participated
in it recommended him s a leader of military adminis-
tration because of his noble character. At once he
declined the offer, On the night of the Incident, at
the request of liinister of Var MINAMI, he went to their
meeting place, and asserted at the risk of his life
that such & private action should not be allowed in
view of the fundamental character of the Imperial
Army, He persuaded them with the law of justice to give
up the plot. This won the admiration of the Army
authorities and sincere civilians., It was then that
I for the first time noticed ARAKI who was a great
inearnation of anti-Fascism. (The participants of the
Incident were arrested by gendarmeries by orders of
i{inister of War MINAILII. Iater they were handled with
administrative measures,

It was at a press interview several days after
his appointment of the llinister of Wer that 1 saw
him in person, At thet time he explained about three
principles, The first; the Manchurian Incident with its
hostilities should be settled at the earliest possible
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date, lest it should lead to the all-front war between
Jaran and China, The second; the ideas of soldiers and
civilians in the sountry were in great confusion, for
i there were still decayed and lethargic people, while
| others ran to communism or Naziism in their anger

at the stagnation of administration and diplomacy,
This was all due to lack of knowledge of the true way
for Japan to tread. They should be urged to recognize (
this. A moral principle should be established, which :
was the path through heaven and earth, as in the Imperial
| Rescript, was in accordance with humanity, was applicable
6t present or in the past and realizable abroad and at
| home, The third; he desired the Foreign Office
\ authorities to make best efforts to have the League
. of Nations end other countries to recognize the realities I
of lanchukuo eand the Far East,

Thus the newly-appointed llinister of War calmly

pointed out the necessity of the earliest possible
settlement of the llanchurien Incident, urged self- |

l retrospection and awakening on. The part of the Japanese |

people and earnesty emphasized international cooperation. |

That was more than we hed expected and we were sur-

prised, |

The first thing thet !linister of VWar ARAKI did .
was a wholesale personnel shifting in the Army. In |
his opinion the Army should be relied upon with respect 'l
by the nation, And yet it was usually eyed with !
suspicion because of the March, October and other
Incidents, In order to do away with this suspicion on
the part of the nation, cherifying the personnel
administration was the first prereguisite. He said
it wes necessary to eppoint to the central important
posts such characters as not likely to be ceriticised
by the nation rather than men of mere ability.

In fact he leter realized steadily shifting of
leading personnel in the Army. He appointed Lt, Gen.

YANAGEVL to Vice-lilnister of War, Lt. Gen. Yi1I.0Ki to

Chief of the Board of 1Hilitary Lffairs, and Lt. Gen, -
ILTSUURL to Ch_ef of the Board of Ildlitary Personnel

Lffairs., Thus he appointed to important posts

trustvorthy men of established reputetion, and even as .
to the positions at the head of sections and bureaus, |
he replaced chauvinists with moderate men of middle

course,

In this way the ilinister laid stress on the
Imperial Lrmy conciousness, and unified all the Lrmy
by meking every soldier fulfil his duty &s & reteiner
of the Emperor in strict order. Because of the efforts
of his, any young officer did not participate in the
ey 15 Incident out of prudence, Such officers didnot
teke any active steps except protecting the Japenese
residents end meintaining peace and order in lianchuria
or in SHNIIGHLI. They acted in strict order and none of .
then tresspassed the right of self-defence nor
cormited atrocities,

Lt the occurrence of the lMay 15 Incident a rumor
haed it widely thet the Lirmy would enforce matial law,
\ie asked him etout it, He replied thet there were
some civilians who advised him to take this step, but
thet he oprosed the promulgation of it because he
enticipeted that if it had been enforeced it would have
given a chance for civilian groups to make use of it
end to aggravate the Incldent tecause they hed
p connection with unruly younz officers involved in the
i Incident,
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edministration led 1O various disgraceful affairs. /
iinister of Wap ARAKI aseribed them to & deep-

rooted evil for many yearsS. Unless fundamental

counter-measures wWere taken, such an incident would

break out one after another and might develop inter-

nationally. Therefore, he said, steps should be taken

to make the community bright from its bottom. In the

of an Imperial apnesty to Premier gLIT0. For he
thought, before eastablishing national policies for
stabilizing the ihternal and external situatlions, that
by an Imperial amnesty criminals, especially political
and thought criminals, whether they were leftists oOr
rightists would sa -eleased and eppreclate the |
Imperial beneveoleace &nd wo1ld start a new 1ife. While |
premier SAITO was delicereting it, Minister of War ARAKI
resigned Tron sPris2. As a result 1f was not realized. ,
later he revealez bis great rezret that fundamental policies '
could not Gbe est,ablished to staepilize the netional and
international sitvations.

Tn sutumn when tne lfanchurian Incident was finally

i settled by the TANGEU Truce Treaty, linister of War
ARAKI proposed, 85 One of the above-~mentioned stebiliz~-
ing policies, to hold & Far Eastern peace conference )
with a view %O ad justing Japan's international relations
| ‘ after her withdrawal from the League of Nations,
havinz the world to understand the real aspects of peace
restored in the Fast, and solving impending issues
with Russia by diplomatic negotiations. The Foreign
Office authorities, however, could not understand
ARAIT's ideal and did not actively support 1t for the
reason Of impracticability‘Moreover,.AR&KI'B
resignment on account of 111lness made 1t impossitble
to realize to a greav disevopointment of pacifists.
] But its basic principles Were jecided in the first
Five Liinisters Conl'erence and a communigue about it
waes anounced by the Governnent in the next new yeerl.
1t stated briefly and effectively the necessity of
security of peace and national deience and international
. B | cooperation, Wie in the press fully recognized
‘ liinister of Var LRAYXI's effcrus toward internal and
external peace aller concludaing the TANGKU Truce Facl.
| In Jenuary. 1934, juat belore his resigLatlol, he
1 submitted to Premier SLT10, though he was 111 in bed,
d \ his basilc suggestuions of emergency policies, which were
s summary of what he had thought O be impnxtent
netional policies. Thus he asked the Government tO
; cope with the situa®tiow. The ap TTO Cabinet, now-
| ever, had not sinuers irtention of 1%sS rezlization.
. Iater such a coniarscs 4s g Five linisters talk came
| to be h=2ld no molc- mpa Diet Ssssion3d Wers full of
K political criminatious ard peeriminations with a
g result of the dowafall of the cabinet . Inoving this,
on his return to ToKYO trom 0.8 regcuperetion at ATAMI,
ARLVI expressed & creat Iearev and anxiewy sbout t he
future of the Iast. Tt hapoened later that lMinister
of Wer HAYASHI WaS going 10 ~esign and Lhat ARAKL was
asked to succeed i again. Bub he declined on the
ground that his pciicies would not be meterielized
by such an insincere cabinet evenl if he becene &
cabinet member egain.

The SHINPEITAIL Incident was made up of extreme J
rightists. They planned TO assassinate'ﬂinister of Wer
LRAYI together with other cabinet members, because they
thought that his I jan policies and international
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cooperation were not of a positive nature, The plan
was detected before reulization anil all the concerned
were arrested. Those who had nistaken ARAII to he
8 leader of Facism caie to know his true intentions¥®
by this incident, e
At the time of the February 26 Incident, 1936,
alter assacinating some chief vassals, chief leaders |
o' the direct action visited Minister of War KAWASHIMA :
at his official residence. They told him how it had
been carried out and how it should be handled.
Showing him definite measure of liquidating the Army,
they demanded him to exccute them. After the
settlement of the Incident Gen. KAVILSHIMA, Yoshiyuki
talked ebout it, partly as follows,
"I told them that the incident was so serious
that I could not handle it for myself., I asked them
| if I could talk it over with Gen. ARAKT, Supreme War ;
\ Councillor calling him there. But they declined
Gen. ARAKI's presence saying, 'We fear our morale
would be deteriorated by listening to Gen. ARAKI
preaching on the spirit of the Imperiel Army and the
Japanese spirit.'"

He added that it was made clear that this
was because his sound, untiased idea and chareacter had
been kept at & distance by those young officers of
direct action, Ve also thought so.

Just after the Incident there were some who insisted
that all the generuls in active service should be
released to reserve service assuming responsibility for
the confusion in the Army. And six generals took the
necessary procedure for it at the same time, but ARAKI
opposed to such & step expressing his belief that it
was on such an occasion of confusion that he should
serve with all his might, and that he should strive
for 1ts solution at the secrifice of his life., By
the advice of one of his friends, however, he
resigned from the post of the Supreme War Councillor
and was transferred to reserve service,

Regarding this I heard two different epinions from

army officers. ©Some said that /.R.JJ was shamless
sticking to his post., Others said that though he was
moderate his sense of responsibility was keen,
considering nationel affairs more important than praise
or blame about his person. The former intended to expel
LRLKI from the LArmy, while the latter wented him to
remain in the Lrmy.

1 was strongly impressed with him especially gt
the time of the SH/.MNGHLI Incident. He had been Very
anxious about it, But once it was decided by a cabinet
conference thet the :srmy should give aid to the Navy,
he had a very firw resolution for its earliest
settlement, because even by one mismanagement it would be
seriously aggrovated. He tried hard. Lt first the
situation was beyond his control, but by his last
resort the hostilities ceased in three days. Then,
after the truce, he decisively evacuated all the
military forces from there regerdless of some objection.

Ister the Chinese made use of it for their
hatitual propaganda thet the Japanese forces were
weak. When this propagande adversely affected the
situation in Manchuria, 'R/.XI complained how unmanage-
able the Chinese were.

I often saw that movie, "Japan in Emergency."

I never felt anything aggressive from the movie. Other
reporters said the same., In the movie /R.KI explained
his long-cherished KODO (the Imperial "ay) and
emphasized the fundamental character of the Imperial
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| Lrmy. There were scenes of en officer talking with
a farmer and of the GINZ/\ street which symbtoOlized
the decadent Japan at that tine, I rexnember., We felt
he pointed cut the crisis Japan was ccnfronted with and
asked for retroscection and awakening ou tne part of
the nation Hnrouch his movie. ARANI's own nable
ideas impressed us desply, whicia meent by no means
aggression or wilful actions in lanchuria.
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